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Top Hurricanes defenseman reportedly free to speak with other teams ahead of free agency  

By Justin Pelletier  

The offseason intrigue has already begun for the Carolina 
Hurricanes.  

One day after signing veteran, depth defenseman Eric 
Gelinas, a report surfaced that the Hurricanes have allowed 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton to speak with other teams.  

According to Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman, the Canes have 
allowed the versatile defenseman to talk to other NHL teams 
well ahead of the official July 28 opening of free agency. 

Hamilton, who turns 28 on June 17, just completed the final 
year of a six-year contract he originally signed with Calgary 
worth an average cap hit of $5.75 million per season. He was 
the team’s highest paid defenseman, and third-highest paid 
player overall behind Sebastian Aho ($8.46 million) and 
Jordan Staal ($6 million). 

The Canes acquired Hamilton in a trade with Calgary in June 
of 2018. The contract originally had a no-trade clause that 
would have kicked in later that summer, but the trade 
allowed Carolina to void that piece of the deal, which they 
reportedly did. 

As an unrestricted free agent, Hamilton is free to pursue any 
deal across the NHL this offseason, once the league year is 
officially over. By allowing Hamilton to speak to teams early, 
Carolina opens the possibility of a sign-and-trade scenario. It 
also allows Hamilton to explore whether any potential offer 
from the Canes might indeed be the best he’ll receive. 

After a slow start to the 2021 season, Hamilton finished the 
regular season strong on the scoreboard, posting 10 goals 
and 42 points in 55 games as the team’s primary offensive 
defenseman. He also posted five points in 11 playoff games, 

but was also seen as a defensive liability in some situations, 
which may mitigate his value.  

Hamilton is one of a handful of Canes free agents this 
offseason. The team doesn’t officially have a goaltender 
under contract yet for next season. Petr Mrazek and James 
Reimer are both pending UFAs, and rookie Alex Nedeljkovic 
is a restricted free agent. 

Up front, Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook are the 
highest profile unrestricted free agents. Cedric Paquette, 
Max McCormick and Drew Shore are the team’s other UFA 
forwards.  

Andrei Svechnikov is an RFA this offseason, meaning the 
Canes have the inside track to resign the high-profile winger 
regardless of any other offers. The Canes will need to send a 
qualifying offer to Svechnikov before the start of free agency 
to maintain his status as an RFA, and they can mutually 
agree to a deal any time before then.  

If Svechnikov doesn’t sign the Canes’ initial offer sheet by 
the start of free agency, any other team can sign him to an 
offer sheet, but as an RFA, Carolina would have the right to 
match it. This is what happened in July of 2019, when 
Montreal tried to poach Sebastian Aho, forcing the Canes to 
match their offer. 

The NHL Expansion Draft also throws a wrench into the 
process. The Seattle Kraken have officially begun operating, 
and are open for business. They will select players in a July 
21 NHL Expansion Draft, and the Entry Draft follows just a 
few days later. Free agency begins this summer on July 28, 
which is nearly a month later than usual due to the schedule 
crunch created by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Lightning benefit from exploiting cap loophole with Kucherov 

By Stephen Whyno 

Nikita Kucherov would have much rather grinded through the 
season with his Tampa Bay Lightning teammates than sit out 
all 56 games while recovering from hip surgery. 

“Missing a whole year, you ask any player, you don’t want to 
be that guy,” Kucherov said. 

Kucherov was that guy. The leading scorer on Tampa Bay’s 
2020 Stanley Cup run didn’t play a game after he hoisted 
that trophy in September until mid-May, when the playoffs 
began. 

In between, the Lightning were able to get an exemption for 
Kucherov’s salary cap hit, which allowed them to keep their 
core group of players together and — with some gymnastics 
— even add an important player at the trade deadline.  

It all meant that Kucherov was back for the opening game of 
the playoffs, when the collective bargaining agreement that 
has been in place since 2005 stipulates the cap does not 
count because players only draw salaries during the regular 
season. He now leads all scorers in the postseason as the 
stacked Lightning try to win back-to-back titles. 

“Sometimes the stars align for you,” general manager Julien 
BriseBois said. “I didn’t know how things would unfold. 
Luckily for me and for our organization, I don’t think they 
could have unfolded any better.” 

It didn’t unfold so well for the Florida Panthers, who lost to 
Tampa Bay in six games in the first round, or the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who were ousted 4-1 in the second. 

“We had a great season,” Carolina defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton said. “We lost to a team that’s $18 million over the 
cap or whatever they are, unbelievable goalie and all that 
stuff. We played them pretty close.” 

That is not necessarily a complaint by Hamilton but rather his 
way of expressing how steep the climb was for the 
Hurricanes against the Lightning. Members of the Panthers 
and now the New York Islanders, who are facing the 
Lightning in the semifinals, have been careful not to make 
Kucherov’s situation a point of contention. 

“I’m not a ‘capologist,’ I’m a coach, but I can tell you that 
Kucherov is a tremendous player,” Islanders coach Barry 
Trotz said. “His skill set is off the charts. He’s got a lot of 
deception, his release. There’s so many dangerous aspects 
that he’s one of the superstars in the league.” 

New York GM Lou Lamoriello chose to echo Trotz, saying of 
Kucherov: “He’s a tremendous hockey player. I don’t think 
you need to say anymore. Certainly his past and his success 
speaks for itself.” 

Florida coach Joel Quenneville during the first round went 
even further about the Panthers “not complaining” about 
Kucherov. 

“It’s the way it is,” Quenneville said. “That’s one of the rules, 
and you deal with it. He was a big part of their team last year. 
Not like he hasn’t been around them, so that’s where it’s at, 
so there’s no complaint here.” 

Quenneville’s Chicago Blackhawks did something similar 
with Patrick Kane in 2015, putting him on long-term injured 
reserve during the season and making moves at the deadline 
to gear up for another Cup run. Kane, like Kucherov, was 
back for Game 1 of the playoffs and tied for the lead in 
scoring on the way to Chicago’s third championship in six 
years. 

There were grumbles then about cap circumvention, and the 
NHL investigated the Lightning this time. Deputy 
Commissioner Bill Daly said the league looked at Kucherov’s 
injury prognosis, the nature of the injury and its treatment, 
and concluded there was “no issue.” 

In fact, the Lightning still contend Kucherov came back 
earlier than anticipated. 

“It just so happened that this season, because of the 
extraordinary circumstances, this regular season was only 
lasting four months,” BriseBois said. “He was able to have 
surgery, miss the entire season, we got some cap relief 
during the season, and he was able to come back a little 
sooner than expected, and it so happened that that coincided 
with Game 1 of the playoffs.” 

Kucherov said it took a couple of games to get his legs under 
him after missing so much time. Still, his 19 points through 
12 games were five more than the next-closest player this 
postseason and it looks like the 2019 NHL MVP hasn’t 
missed a beat. 

“To come in to the situation he did at such an intense game 
at such a high level and be able to perform the way he did is 
remarkable,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “But he’s a 
remarkable player, and you can count on one hand the guys 
that you could make an argument for best player in the 
league. He’s one of them.” 

Similar to Kane six years ago, it is why there is now some 
buzz about closing the long-term injury loophole and 
preventing similar situations. But executives around the 
league know it could be them next time. And, as Kucherov 
points out about his injury and surgery: “I didn’t do it on 
purpose.” 

“I didn’t make the rules, whether it’s cap space or something 
like that,” he said. “I had to do the surgery, and I had to go 
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through the whole five months of rehabilitation, and when the 
time came I was ready to play, it was the playoffs.”

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes 2021 End-of-Season Awards: MVP, Best Players, Goal of the Year, 
Save of the Year 

Sebastian Aho and Alex Nedeljkovic are featured multiple 
times in the end-of-season awards for the 2021 Hurricanes. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ 2021 season is over, and now it’s 
time to reflect on all of the good things and good 
performances that we witnessed in a bizarre NHL campaign. 

Today, we’re giving out end-of-season awards and 
recognizing some of the most impressive highlight reel 
moments that happened along the way. 

We did this at the midway point of the season, as well. 

Here are the 2021 end-of-season awards for the Hurricanes. 

Most Valuable Player and Best Forward 

Midseason MVP winner: Brett Pesce 
Midseason best forward winner: Vincent Trocheck 

The common theme in the midseason awards was that there 
were a number of players in every category that could win 
every award. That’s not really the case this time around, 
especially in the MVP category. The answer is very obvious. 

It’s Sebastian Aho. 

Aho closed out his fifth NHL season as the Hurricanes’ team 
leader in goals (24), assists (33), and points (57). He’s the 
first Carolina player to lead the team in all three scoring 
categories since Eric Staal did it during the 2011-12 season. 

During the postseason, he led all Carolina skaters in goals 
(six) and points (11) and scored the series-winning goal in 
Nashville in game six of the first round. 

The franchise’s cornerstone continues to take steps forward 
both in his play and his presence as a leader for the 
Hurricanes. For obvious reasons, Aho is the 2021 team MVP 
and the best forward. 

Best Defenseman 

Midseason best defenseman winner: Brett Pesce 

You can make an argument for a couple of defensemen 
here, but I’m going to stick with my midseason pick for the 
best defenseman - Brett Pesce. 

Pesce had an outstanding bounce-back season after a 2019-
20 season that never really got off the ground and ended 
early due to another shoulder injury that required surgery. 

2021 might have been Pesce’s best season to date. He 
ranked fourth among NHL defensemen in shooting-adjusted 
wins above replacement, according to TopDownHockey’s 
data. 

I wrote about Pesce’s value in the early days of the 2021 
season, and a lot of those points remain true. He has been 
the connective tissue from the top of Carolina’s defensive 
depth chart to the bottom three. Without him, this team’s 
defense starts to fall apart. 

In 2021, Pesce’s posted 5-on-5 career-highs in corsi-for 
(54.31%), expected goals-for (56.46%), total assists (17), 
primary assists (10), and points (20). 

Pesce’s complete game is crucial to Carolina’s success as a 
team, and that was put on display again this season. You 
can make a very strong argument in favor of Dougie 
Hamilton because of just how dominant he is as an 
offseason driver, but. I’m going to show Pesce some more 
love here and go with him as the Hurricanes’ best 
defenseman in 2021. 

Best Goalie and Best Rookie 

Midseason best goalie winner: Alex Nedeljkovic 

There isn’t much to say here. Alex Nedeljkovic took the 
league by storm in 2021 and instantly shot up to near 
league-best numbers across many goalie statistics, with top-
five finishes in goals saved above expectation, save 
percentage above expectation, save percentage, and goals-
against average. 

The only thing that kept Nedeljkovic from Vezina nominee 
territory was his lack of games. He started and played in 23 
games, wherein the Hurricanes went 15-5-3 as a team. He 
likely would’ve needed 10-15 more starts to cement himself 
in the Vezina conversation, but he’ll just have to live with a 
Calder nomination instead. 

In the postseason, Nedeljkovic started all but two of 
Carolina’s 11 games played. The team went 4-5 in the nine 
games he started. Ned had a .920 save percentage and a 
shutout in his first NHL postseason run and provided the 
Hurricanes with a quality starting goalie that kept them in 
games. It’s almost impossible to ignore his lowlights, though. 
His back-breaking soft goal in game one against the 
Lightning might’ve spelled the beginning of the end of 
Carolina’s postseason. If he makes that save, maybe the 
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Hurricanes win the game. If they win the game, who knows 
what happens from there. 

But those are all hypotheticals, and instead of dwelling on 
those, we’re going to focus on what we know. We know that 
Nedeljkovic had a rookie season for the ages and that the 
Hurricanes have reason to believe they have their goalie of 
the future. 

Alex Nedeljkovic had an outstanding season. 

Goal of the Year 

As painful as Carolina’s second-round exit to the Lightning 
was, it would have been 50x more painful had they gotten 
ousted by the Nashville Predators in the first round. 

That’s what was on the horizon for the Hurricanes with 10 
minutes left in the third period of game five. Losers of back-
to-back games in double overtime, the Canes were down 2-1 
more than halfway through the third period in a quiet building 
with no energy left. A loss on that night in front of their home 
crowd would’ve likely led to a heartbreaking defeat in game 
six on the road. 

But with seven minutes left in regulation, a young star in the 
making delivered the biggest goal of his NHL career. 

Necas’ highlight-reel goal saved the Hurricanes’ season and 
set the table for Jordan Staal’s overtime winner. 

There might have been some prettier goals for the 
Hurricanes in 2021, but none of them held the weight that 
Necas’ goal in game five did. It was a gorgeous goal that 
carried so many implications. 

This was the goal of the year. 

Save of the Year 

Naturally, the save of the year goes to Nedeljkovic, who 
made plenty of big-time stops in his remarkable rookie 
campaign. 

I’m going with his sprawling glove save on Jonathan 
Huberdeau back on April 22. 

If we’re talking about saves that feature that highlight-reel 
quality AND importance in the grand scheme of the 
Hurricanes’ season, this one has it all. 

This short-handed save came late in the third period of a 3-2 
game on the road in one of the many insane games that the 
Canes and Cats played in 2021. After falling behind 1-0, the 
Hurricanes scored three unanswered goals in the second 
period to take a two-goal lead into the third period. 

Florida dominated the third, though. They had five third-
period power plays and four power plays in the final 10:14 of 
the game. Aleksander Barkov’s goal at 12:02 brought the 
game within a goal and the Panthers didn’t let up the rest of 
the way. Huberdeau’s chance on the power play was 
perhaps Florida’s best to tie the game, but Nedeljkovic made 
an outstanding save while falling backward to retain 
Carolina’s lead. A couple of minutes later, Aho scored the 
game-sealing ENG. 

If Florida ties the game there, they have all the momentum 
and it would be tough to bet against them winning that game. 
Instead, the Canes secured two more points in the standings 
en route to a division title. 

How important was this game? 

The Hurricanes won the Central Division by one point. The 
second-place team was, of course, the Panthers. That save 
might have been the difference between drawing the 
Predators or Lightning in the first round of the playoffs.

 

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252103658.html 

https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-florida-panthers-new-york-islanders-tampa-bay-lightning-nhl-3744d8468db51ad2adba076fe1f096f0 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/14/22532767/carolina-hurricanes-2021-end-of-season-awards-aho-nedeljkovic-pesce-necas-nhl-rumors-
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Top Hurricanes defenseman reportedly free to speak with other teams 
ahead of free agency 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

JUNE 14, 2021 11:36 AM, UPDATED JUNE 14, 2021 11:41 AM 

 

The offseason intrigue has already begun for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

One day after signing veteran, depth defenseman Eric Gelinas, a report 
surfaced that the Hurricanes have allowed defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
to speak with other teams. 

According to Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman, the Canes have allowed the 
versatile defenseman to talk to other NHL teams well ahead of the official 
July 28 opening of free agency. 

Hamilton, who turns 28 on June 17, just completed the final year of a six-
year contract he originally signed with Calgary worth an average cap hit 
of $5.75 million per season. He was the team’s highest paid defenseman, 
and third-highest paid player overall behind Sebastian Aho ($8.46 million) 
and Jordan Staal ($6 million). 

The Canes acquired Hamilton in a trade with Calgary in June of 2018. 
The contract originally had a no-trade clause that would have kicked in 
later that summer, but the trade allowed Carolina to void that piece of the 
deal, which they reportedly did. 

As an unrestricted free agent, Hamilton is free to pursue any deal across 
the NHL this offseason, once the league year is officially over. By 
allowing Hamilton to speak to teams early, Carolina opens the possibility 
of a sign-and-trade scenario. It also allows Hamilton to explore whether 
any potential offer from the Canes might indeed be the best he’ll receive. 

After a slow start to the 2021 season, Hamilton finished the regular 
season strong on the scoreboard, posting 10 goals and 42 points in 55 
games as the team’s primary offensive defenseman. He also posted five 
points in 11 playoff games, but was also seen as a defensive liability in 
some situations, which may mitigate his value. 

Hamilton is one of a handful of Canes free agents this offseason. The 
team doesn’t officially have a goaltender under contract yet for next 
season. Petr Mrazek and James Reimer are both pending UFAs, and 
rookie Alex Nedeljkovic is a restricted free agent.  

Up front, Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook are the highest profile 
unrestricted free agents. Cedric Paquette, Max McCormick and Drew 
Shore are the team’s other UFA forwards. 

Andrei Svechnikov is an RFA this offseason, meaning the Canes have 
the inside track to resign the high-profile winger regardless of any other 
offers. The Canes will need to send a qualifying offer to Svechnikov 
before the start of free agency to maintain his status as an RFA, and they 
can mutually agree to a deal any time before then. 

If Svechnikov doesn’t sign the Canes’ initial offer sheet by the start of 
free agency, any other team can sign him to an offer sheet, but as an 
RFA, Carolina would have the right to match it. This is what happened in 
July of 2019, when Montreal tried to poach Sebastian Aho, forcing the 
Canes to match their offer. 

The NHL Expansion Draft also throws a wrench into the process. The 
Seattle Kraken have officially begun operating, and are open for 
business. They will select players in a July 21 NHL Expansion Draft, and 
the Entry Draft follows just a few days later. Free agency begins this 
summer on July 28, which is nearly a month later than usual due to the 
schedule crunch created by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton (19) celebrates with 
the bench after his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the 
second period in Game 4 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round 
playoff series Saturday, June 5, 2021, in Tampa. CHRIS O'MEARA AP 

News Observer LOADED: 06.15.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Game 1 loss exposes problem Montreal faces 
without Petry 

 

Eric Engels  

 

Think back to the trade deadline, when Marc Bergevin seemed 
somewhat frustrated with the outcome of the day — the acquisition of 
Erik Gustafsson a pittance for what he had really hoped to accomplish. 

As an NHL player, Bergevin spent 19 years on the blue line, playing for 
nine different teams and learning first-hand just how crucial defensive 
depth is when the games tighten up and the runs go deep into spring and 
bleed into summer. In his first eight seasons as Montreal Canadiens 
general manager, there was seemingly no asset he placed a bigger 
premium on, often saying, “You can never have enough defenceman.” 
And in this one — his ninth — he had his sights set on doing more than 
just adding warm bodies at the position. 

Bergevin wanted an upgrade on the right side, a player who could slot in 
on the Canadiens’ third pair but easily move their way up without 
seeming out of place. The kind of player who could’ve helped fill the 
Montreal-sized pothole Jeff Petry’s absence left in their core in Monday’s 
4-1, series-opening loss to the Vegas Golden Knights in Game 1 of this 
Stanley Cup semifinal. 

Had Bergevin found one, the issue wouldn’t have been as glaring on this 
night. Instead, it was right under the spotlight — an inescapable reality 
that could prove costly as this series continues against a Golden Knights 
team in possession of the NHL’s most versatile arsenal. 

“I think we’re all aware I won’t publicly comment on players belonging to 
other teams, but I can confirm I spoke with pretty much every team on 
the players who were available,” Bergevin said after Gustafsson was the 
last player to join the Canadiens, on April 12. “There were some that the 
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media suggested were available who weren’t in the end, and there were 
others who were.” 

Jon Merrill had come in a day earlier to serve as an insurance policy. 
Bergevin moved a 2021 fifth-round pick and a C-level prospect in Hayden 
Verbeek to acquire him from the Detroit Red Wings, and there was hope 
he could be a steady sixth or seventh defenceman next to a player who 
could be much more than that. 

That player was never intended to be Gustafsson, who came over at half 
pay and for a 2022 seventh-round pick from the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Remaining Time -2:28 

Ducharme says Canadiens must be more consistent at all positions 

Had Bergevin landed Jamie Oleksiak — the six-foot-seven, left-shooting-
but-capable-on-the-right-side defenceman who was retained by the 
Dallas Stars for a race to the playoffs they fell short of winning — we 
might not have seen the Golden Knights find their way to Carey Price’s 
crease more often than either the Winnipeg Jets or Toronto Maple Leafs 
were able to at any point with Petry filling out the top-four through all but 
one game of the first two rounds of the playoffs. 

A successful push for New York Rangers outcast Tony DeAngelo would 
have been widely admonished given DeAngelo’s checkered reputation as 
a person known for a couple of racist outbursts and several conflicts with 
teammates, but Bergevin had to feel the issue was pressing enough to 
risk that. It was reported by Elliotte Friedman he was willing to make 
DeAngelo whole if the Rangers opted to buy him out, and he clearly felt 
this was an opportunity to mitigate the potential problem his team might 
eventually run up against. 

But there it was, popping out to the eye while the Canadiens were in full 
control of Monday’s first period. Gustafsson, a power-play specialist, 
coughed up the puck at five-on-five and led Ben Chiarot, who was 
playing out of position on the right, to ice the puck. 

Shea Theodore’s 100.8-m.p.h. blast through Gustafsson’s screen to 
break Montreal’s run of 447:08 without surrendering a lead in these 
playoffs was the second play to expose Petry’s absence. 

The next two came with Canadiens lefty Brett Kulak on the right, where 
he proved to be at a deficit all season, which was a big part of the reason 
he was scratched for 10 games. One came from Alex Martinez, on a 
brilliant fake from Theodore, who left his partner a wide-open net to make 
the game 2-0 Golden Knights at the 2:18 mark of the second period. 

The one scored by Mattias Janmark — after Cole Caufield potted his 
first-ever playoff goal on the power play — was the killer, with Kulak 
attempting to box him out but failing to tie up his stick. 

The game was sealed on Nick Holden’s shot at 10:06 in the third, making 
it the seventh point the Golden Knights defence had contributed. It came 
with Chiarot and Shea Weber sucking wind after a long shift, after they 
had each already skated more than 22 minutes in the game. 

The Golden Knights generated 18 shots from the blue line, they made it 
near impossible to get to Marc-Andre Fleury once they secured a lead 
(thanks in large part to the quality saves Fleury made before Theodore 
beat Price), and they attacked the weak links on Montreal’s blue line with 
all four of their forward lines. 

Remaining Time -5:28 

Canadiens happy with start but know they must be better 

They reaped the benefits. 

“There’s a few situations where we can react better,” said Canadiens 
coach Dominique Ducharme after his team’s seven-game winning streak 
was busted. 

There was enough of them to show just how hard the game can be 
without the defenceman who scored at a higher pace this season than he 
did in each of the last three seasons prior, over which he collected at 

least 40 points. The Canadiens missed Petry on the breakout, they 
missed him on zone entries, and they especially missed him in front of 
their own net, completing a duo with Joel Edmundson and a nasty top-
four with Chiarot and Weber. 

“He’s a key piece to our team,” said Edmundson. “He was our best 
defenceman all year and he’s obviously huge on the power play, too. 
We’re definitely missing him out there, but I think he’s right around the 
corner. So, hopefully he’ll get back soon.” 

Just how effective Petry will be — after a freak accident saw him jam two 
of his fingers on his right hand through the camera slot along the glass in 
Game 3 against Winnipeg — is up in the air. But his presence alone 
would shift certain players back into their proper place and potentially 
help the Canadiens avoid making the few mistakes that can cost you a 
game. 

If the 33-year-old isn’t available for Wednesday’s Game 2, Ducharme will 
have a complex decision to make to help the Canadiens better navigate 
his absence. 

Does he trust Alex Romanov on the right after saying for most of the 
season he prefers him on the left? Can he go back to Kulak there? 
Would Merrill, who was injured in Game 5 of Round 1 against Toronto, 
be ready to step back in? Or would Ducharme be willing to turn to natural 
righty Cale Fleury, who spent the season with the AHL’s Laval Rocket 
after making a relatively successful debut with the Canadiens in 2019-
20? 

The coach is hoping Petry can withstand the pain and reach a level that 
presents a better option. 

“We said that he could be back early in the series,” Ducharme said after 
Petry participated in Monday’s morning skate wearing a non-contact 
jersey. “With the info we have, we’re confident he’ll be back soon.” 

The Canadiens need him, because they don’t have anyone who can 
adequately replace him. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.15.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Golden Knights providing the template for what wins in 
2021’s NHL 

 

Mark Spector  June 15, 2021, 1:56 AM 

 

It’s not that the Montreal Canadiens were beaten in Game 1 of their 
series against Vegas that is so concerning. It’s who did the beating that 
makes a Habs fan nervous. 

Jonathan Marchessault, zero points. Max Pacioretty, zero points. Mark 
Stone, zero points. Alex Pietrangelo, zero points. William Karlsson, one 
assist. 

All told, the Vegas Golden Knights’ top five playoff scorers combined for 
a grand total of one assist in their 4-1 Game 1 victory over the Montreal 
Canadiens. The rest of the Golden Knights survived an early Habs 
barrage, then methodically took Game 1 over, as the team that is in its 
third Final Four in four seasons looked very comfortable under the 
spotlights of what we used to call the Conference Final. 

“It’s the identity of our team,” began head coach Pete DeBoer, who got 
three goals and six points from his blue-line on this night. “We don’t have 
that one line, like Colorado has, like Edmonton has. We have been the 
sum of our parts all year.” 

In a season where the top heavy teams are all roaming the fairways and 
greens of their respective cities, the Canadiens and Golden Knights are 
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providing the template for what wins in the 2021 NHL. Depth, size, and 
goaltending rule the day in June, and it was Marc-Andre Fleury who was 
the difference between a Canadiens team that had not trailed in 447:08 
of playoff hockey, and one that found itself playing from behind. 

“When we scored our first goal, the pace felt like it was in our favour,” 
Vegas winger Reilly Smith said. “They’re a good team playing with the 
lead. Scoring first is going to be important.” 

Remaining Time -7:59 

DeBoer explains why scoring first was 'critical' for Golden Knights 

The Habs are THAT team. The one that can suffocate you through period 
after period — as long as they have the lead. 

Get the lead on Montreal however, and now they have to play an 
alternative style. 

Do they have the horses to score four goals and beat you that way? 
Sure. 

Would they much prefer a 2-1 game? You bet they would. 

“Critical,” was how DeBoer described the first goal, a Shea Theodore 
blast through a screen that left Carey Price chanceless just 9:15 into a 
game that Montreal had dominated to that point. “We talk in our pre-scout 
meetings about how they would be more uncomfortable in their structure 
and their game if they were playing from behind. No one has made them 
play from behind for a while. 

“And how we were playing, it gave us an opportunity to take a deep 
breath, gather ourselves and find our game. Once we got through the 
first period, I liked everything about our game.” 

So this is the micro inside the macro of Montreal versus Vegas. 

Both goalies are immaculate, but on this night it was Price who faced 
more traffic. It was Price who watched Mattias Janmark tap in a goal off a 
lucky carom, just eight inches from the goal line. And it was Price who 
had zero opportunity when Alex Martinez, then Nick Holden, took cross-
slot passes that left him too far out of position and unable to make a 
save. 

As coaches would say, Vegas was tougher on Price than the Canadiens 
were on Fleury. So you can guess which goalie was getting hyped post-
game. 

“Thankfully Flower was our best player, and gave us a chance to get our 
legs (in the first period),” DeBoer said. “That’s probably his best asset: 
when our team isn’t on, when we’re stumbling a little bit trying to find our 
game, he has the ability to make those big saves and allow us to get 
some confidence, get our legs. 

“There’s no doubt they could have been up one- or two-nothing in the 
first period.” 

Remaining Time -3:50 

Fleury focused on stopping Canadiens, not dueling with Price 

This was a somewhat strange series opener. 

It was the first two-anthem game we’ve seen all season, and for both 
teams, the first time they had faced an out-of-division opponent since the 
2020 bubble in Edmonton. 

It was the classic Habs logo, an Original Six club, skating out into the 
bedlam that has taken over T-Mobile Arena, home to the NHL’s youngest 
newborn (until Seattle, of course.). 

Montreal showed early that they could play with the Golden Knights, who 
are heavily favoured. 

“Their physicality was as advertised. Price was as advertised,” DeBoer 
said. “They’re a good hockey team.” 

However, on this night, Vegas was better. And deeper, which these days 
is perhaps the most important element. 

“To get deeper and deeper in playoffs, you need scoring from 
everywhere,” said Holden, a D-man who got into just 17 goal-less regular 
season games, but has now scored goals in two straight playoff games. 
“If you can get guys contributing who aren’t your big guns, you’re going to 
win games.” 

Their depth is why Vegas always plays at this time of year. And why the 
Leafs, the Oilers and Colorado — all darlings of the regular season — 
are always watching on TV. 

“If you are a really good player on our team — Mark Stone, Max 
Pacioretty — it’s nice not to have that pressure that you have to score or 
the team’s not going to get one,” summed up DeBoer. “Tonight it was the 
defence. The other night the fourth line kicked one in. The third line (was 
very good) tonight. 

“That’s what wins this time of year.” 
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TSN.CA / Muller’s hiring first step in Treliving’s off-season remodel of 
Flames 

The Calgary Flames cast a wide net before hiring Kirk Muller as an 
associate coach, but head coach Darryl Sutter wanted a voice behind the 
bench with previous NHL head coaching experience who also sees the 
game in a similar way, Salim Valji writes. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

When describing team culture, new Calgary Flames associate coach Kirk 
Muller immediately brings up another sport – football. 

Everyone’s role, regardless of position or place on the depth chart, is 
important in the quest for a common goal. 

“All the players have to be a part of it and have the same vision,” he said 
on Monday. 

Muller, who recorded 959 points in 1,349 games over 19 seasons and 
won a Stanley Cup as a member of the 1993 Montreal Canadiens, will 
oversee the Flames’ forwards and power play after getting hired last 
week. The Flames also promoted AHL head coach Cail MacLean to the 
staff and reassigned assistant coaches Ray Edwards and Martin Gelinas 
to player development roles. 

Muller was behind the bench with the Canadiens in two stints before 
getting fired along with head coach Claude Julien earlier this season. He 
was the head coach of the Carolina Hurricanes from 2011 to 2014. In 
Calgary, which has had five head coaches under general manager Brad 
Treliving since 2014, he brings a fresh voice to a group that drastically 
underperformed last season and missed the playoffs. 

“You’ve got to get everyone engaged and excited with what they bring to 
the table and how that helps a team win hockey games,” the 55-year-old 
Muller said. 

Expectations – and how they are communicated – are key. 

“Everyone’s like, ‘Hey, we want to win the Cup,’” Muller said.  

“That’s great to say, but I think there has to be a bunch of pillars in there 
to give you the opportunity to win a Cup. So you’ve really got to get 
everyone engaged in feeling a part of it.” 
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Muller came aboard after Flames head coach Darryl Sutter suggested 
that he wanted a voice behind the bench that had previously been a head 
coach in the league. The general manager talked with people who knew 
Muller, including players who he had coached. 

“Before you go out and fill a position, you build a profile of what you 
want,” Treliving said. “Things like what characteristics you want that 
person to have, their background, personality, all those types of things.” 

The Flames cast a wide net before tabbing Muller, a native of Kingston, 
Ont. 

“Darryl spoke with a number of candidates and I spoke with a number of 
guys,” he said. “Once we zeroed in on Kirk, someone Darryl felt real 
comfortable with, they went through that process and then after that, I got 
more involved.” 

Sutter and Muller see the game in a similar way. 

“The style of play, they’re aligned on that,” Treliving said. 

“Play with the puck, without the puck. In today’s game, you need to have 
a strong staff and it’s not just the head coach. He’s got game plans and 
20 players to worry about, so you need a strong staff around him.” 

Last season, Calgary was 20th in goals per game (2.77), 21st in power 
play percentage (18.3) and 18th in faceoff percentage (50.0).  

The Flames have developed individual areas for each player to improve. 
Muller will work individually with players on specified instruction, be it 
winning puck battles in the corners, improving on faceoffs, reading plays 
as they develop, or other skills.  

“He’s a guy who has been through it all as a player and has a real good 
personality,” Treliving said.  

“He really connects with players.” 

This is the first major move since the Flames’ season came to a 
premature end in April. It’s expected to be an off-season of player 
movement in Calgary after the team’s core again failed to have any 
success in reaching the postseason. 

“We’ve got a long list,” Treliving said. “We’ve got to make our team 
better, whether that be on the ice or off the ice. We like what we’ve done 
with our coaching staff so that’s one piece of business out of the way.” 

So is Treliving watching the Stanley Cup playoffs final four right now and 
thinking the Flames could be in that conversation a year from now? The 
Montreal Canadiens were the last team to qualify and have made it to the 
third round, as have the New York Islanders – a group without star power 
beyond Mathew Barzal but possessing a strong identity. 

“The bottom line is the league is really close,” he said. 

“Nobody really wants to admit that, but the margin for error is tight. If you 
look at some of these series, there are some that have been sweeps that 
could easily have been the other team. They are paper-thin margins. 
Certainly when you look at teams, every year it’s the same. And you’ve 
got to be careful that you’re not just chasing the flavour of the day, but 
certainly you can look at the final four teams that are standing and there 
are some characteristics.” 

It’s a group the Calgary Flames have aspired to join since their Stanley 
Cup run in 2004. 

And hiring Kirk Muller is their latest attempt at getting there. 
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TSN.CA / Golden Knights present three major problems for Canadiens 

There is a path for the Montreal Canadiens here to go to the Stanley Cup 
Final. But it will mean solving these three problems identified by Travis 
Yost. 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

No matter how bullish you are on the Montreal Canadiens during this 
impressive postseason run, the reality is they are a sizable third-round 
underdog and facing their toughest opponent yet. 

Montreal can very much win this series. If nothing else in the National 
Hockey League, we’ve learned disciplined and structured teams that are 
unwavering in their ability to protect the net always have a puncher’s 
chance. I would say that describes these Canadiens in spades. 

We already know the challenge in front of Montreal. The Canadiens are 
playing a team that was 67 goals better than their opponents this season. 
Some of that goal differential was bolstered by the bottom of the West 
Division, which was a train wreck. 

On the other hand, we have very high confidence that Vegas is as good 
as advertised. Their opening-round series win against a game Minnesota 
Wild team was the first indication, but their undressing of the Stanley Cup 
favourite Colorado Avalanche was the exclamation point. 

But they are surely mortal. As one example, Vegas has long struggled to 
turn meaningful offensive zone time into goals in the postseason. The 
Vancouver Canucks (through Thatcher Demko) and Dallas Stars 
(through Anton Khudobin) both played the shell-and-counter game to 
perfection against the Golden Knights in last year’s playoffs. I imagine 
the effectiveness of that strategy only rises when you substitute either of 
those goaltenders for the likes of Carey Price. 

There is a path for the Canadiens here. But it will mean solving these 
three problems. 

Problem #1: Montreal must slow down Vegas’ forecheck 

It comes through all four lines. It’s a combination of speed, physicality, 
and ability to win loose pucks around the boards. 

Over and over again in the Colorado series, Golden Knights forecheckers 
beat the Avalanche blueline deep into their own zone, won battles, and 
forced turnovers. The Golden Knights have done this all season long, 
though they have turned it up another level during the playoffs. If you are 
a Canadiens blueliner, well, this is nightmare fuel. 

If nothing else, it is the Golden Knights’ one core competency. When they 
are able to free those pucks up, they get to work very quickly, funneling it 
back to the point to ignite a cycle-and-attack sequence. 

It’s one of the big reasons why Vegas defencemen were some of the 
most active shooters in the league this season. In fact, at even strength, 
39 per cent – second in the National Hockey League – of Vegas’ shot 
volume came from the blueline. The Golden Knights have routinely bet 
that these lower-percentage shots pay off in aggregate, as the team can 
generate additional volume off of rebound opportunities and hold 
opponents deep in their own zone. 

Problem #2: Montreal must minimize the impact of the Golden Knights’ 
top line 

There is no Auston Matthews. There is no Connor McDavid. There is no 
Nathan MacKinnon. In fact, there is no player in the same stratosphere of 
offensive production on the Golden Knights’ top line. 

But Max Pacioretty, Chandler Stephenson and Mark Stone have a 
compelling argument they make up the best line in hockey. 

The interesting dynamic of this line is it’s built from the wings in, and not 
the centre out. Pacioretty is a first-line sniper who can score goals from 
any area of the ice, as Canadiens fans well know. On the other wing may 
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be the best all-around winger in the league. Down the middle of the ice is 
the lesser-known Stephenson – a depth player in Washington before he 
was traded two years ago. Stephenson brings one critical dynamic to this 
line that neither Pacioretty nor Stone possess, and that’s raw speed. 

Stephenson’s career has exploded since that trade. I likened his 
performance to GameStop’s stock price surge last January – I mean, 
look at how the goals have played out for Stephenson before and after 
the trade. 

They are not the most dangerous line Montreal has seen, but they do 
generate plenty of offensive volume, and scoring against them seems 
impossible on most nights. It’s why in 440 minutes together this season 
they finished 21 goals (22 expected) better than their West Division 
opposition this year. 

Problem #3: Carey Price needs to be better than Marc-Andre Fleury 

Both of the goaltenders taking the ice for this series are headed to the 
Hall of Fame. Canadiens fans are over the moon with Price’s postseason 
resurgence – it’s the single-biggest reason why they are positioned four 
games out from the Stanley Cup. 

On the other hand, you can make a similar argument for Marc-Andre 
Fleury. The Golden Knights may have a more talented roster in front, but 
they don’t get by a team the calibre of Colorado without Fleury stopping 
92.3 per cent of shots this postseason. (If nothing else, look at the playoff 
failures of Vegas in years past, where Fleury was shelled and the team 
fell apart.) 

Considering the talent gap at the skater level, Montreal needs an 
equalizer, and Price may just be that. The Canadiens have done an 
outstanding job protecting the front of the net, and that’s a carry-over 
from the regular season, especially at 5-on-5: 

The single biggest difference between Montreal of the regular season 
and Montreal of the postseason is that Canadiens goaltenders have done 
a much better job acting as a safety net, bailing the skaters out when the 
team gets into trouble. Price stopped just 90 per cent of shots faced 
during the regular season, which was a big contributor to the team’s 
negative goal differential this year. 

But Price has turned it on in a big way since the playoffs began, and a 
goaltending advantage in this matchup may be the factor that could turn 
the tide in favour of Canada’s last team standing. 

Data via Natural Stat Trick, HockeyViz, NHL.com 
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USA TODAY / Gerard Gallant being hired as New York Rangers head 
coach, according to reports 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

The New York Rangers are hiring Gerard Gallant as the team’s head 
coach, according to multiple reports Monday. 

It’s the second major decision for newly appointed general manager 
Chris Drury, who replaced general manager Jeff Gorton and president 
John Davidson after the organization surprisingly turned over the 
previous front-office regime at the conclusion of the regular season. 

The first choice for Drury came last month when he chose to fire David 
Quinn, the former Boston University coach who lasted three seasons in 
New York, and his three assistants. 

The New York Post first reported the news of Gallant's hiring.  

Gallant, 57, first became an NHL head coach in 2003 with the Columbus 
Blue Jackets and helmed the Florida Panthers for two-plus seasons 
between 2014-17. 

He became the first coach in Vegas Golden Knights history and took the 
team to the 2018 Stanley Cup Final in their inaugural season, winning the 
Jack Adams Award as coach of the year. He led the team to the playoffs 
the following season before he was fired in January 2020. 

He never has lasted more than three seasons leading a team. 

Most recently, Gallant led Team Canada to the 2021 IIHF World 
Championship title. 

Gallant will be charged with leading a young yet talented Rangers core 
from the rebuilding stage into contention. The Rangers advanced into the 
extended postseason “bubble” format in 2020 but haven’t won a playoff 
game since 2017.   
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USA TODAY / Dallas Stars defenseman Stephen Johns announces 
retirement, cross-country excursion 

 

Alyssa Hertel 

 

Stephen Johns, a finalist for the 2020 Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy, 
announced his retirement from the NHL in an Instagram post on Sunday. 
In that same post, Johns shared his plan to rollerblade and road trip 
cross country to "help others facing their own battles." 

Johns was named a finalist for the league’s award to the player who 
exemplifies perseverance, sportsmanship and dedication to hockey after 
playing 17 games for the Dallas Stars in 2020. He played four seasons in 
the NHL with the Stars but bounced between Dallas and its AHL team 
from 2015-2020. Johns returned to Dallas last year after 22 months away 
from the game recovering from headaches and post-concussion 
syndrome. 

The 29-year-old opened up about experiencing suicidal thoughts while 
dealing with post-traumatic symptoms, according to a piece by Sean 
Shapiro for The Athletic. In that article, Johns admitted that had lost hope 
of finding a solution for his symptoms. 

Now that he’s stepped away from the game, Johns is using the summer 
to travel across the United States and bring awareness to the mental 
health struggles he’s faced. 

“What I’ll miss most about the game of hockey is providing inspiration,” 
Johns said in his post. “So I’ve decided to rollerblade and road-trip 
across the country to hopefully help others facing their own battles. I’ll be 
documenting along the way, to share my full story, because I know what 
it feels like to be alone. 

“For me, I watched one video and it changed my life and made me want 
to do this crazy thing. If I can still inspire one person to climb out of their 
hole, then that’s a successful trip and exactly what I’m aiming for.” 

Through 167 NHL games, Johns amassed 33 points (15 goals, 18 
assists). He found more success in the AHL, putting up 44 assists and 57 
points in 118 games. He was a member of the USA Hockey National 
Team Development Program and won a gold medal at the 2010 IIHF 
World U18 Championships. Johns played four seasons of collegiate 
hockey at the University of Notre Dame and was named an alternate 
captain one year after competing with Team USA at the 2012 World 
Junior Ice Hockey Championships. 
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According to social media, Johns trip will kick off today, but there is no 
information about where he is starting or where he plans to go. 
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