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Can the Hurricanes afford to lose Dougie Hamilton? 

By Sara Civian 

The NHL’s offseason is shortened this year, there’s about a 
month until general managers need to submit their protected 
lists for the Seattle expansion draft and due to the flat cap 
and other pandemic-related financial concerns, free agents 
are entering one of the most uncertain negotiation periods of 
their careers. 

So, yeah, less than a week after the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
season ended, that’s the landscape in which Elliotte 
Friedman reported Monday that the team has given Dougie 
Hamilton permission to speak with other teams ahead of free 
agency, which could open up the possibility of a sign-and-
trade. 

Remember, the only teams that can sign a player to an eight-
year term are his current team and the Kraken (if they select 
him in the expansion draft or acquire him before it), and to 
sign that length Hamilton needs to be on the roster by the 
pre-expansion-draft trade freeze on July 17. Hamilton is 
turning 28 on Thursday, and he’s headed into what will be 
the biggest contract of his career. Especially in this time of 
uncertainty, he’s definitely aiming for that eight-year term and 
a ballpark of an $8.5 million average annual value.  

Here’s where everyone starts to lose their minds because, 
for some reason, you’re only allowed to consider Hamilton 
either the best or worst hockey player of all time. So it goes 
in the world of offensive defensemen, especially when you’re 
6-foot-6, 230 pounds and don’t fit into the old-school “tough 
guy” mold. Add in some interests that apparently go beyond 
cracking open a few cold ones with the boys, and for some 
reason, people project their own insecurities onto you. 

It seems like people want to either champion Hamilton the 
king of the nerds or declare him a locker-room cancer, and 
this has bled into analysis of his play more than anyone 
wants to admit. 

Then there are people who are either looking to hate or 
defend Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon’s unconventional (in 
the hockey world) tactics. Criticism of Dundon and the 
shroud of mystery around his operation is valid: letting GM 
Don Waddell explore options before re-signing him (and, uh, 
Dundon then saying he hates contracts), letting Jack Adams 
front-runner Rod Brind’Amour’s contract situation fester while 
we all know it would be a slam dunk, among other things, are 
fair to question. 

But I think the Hamilton situation is a little different, and if you 
find yourself asking why Dundon would allow this, I want you 
to imagine this was a team like the Maple Leafs or the 
Bruins. Given the specific situation we’re about to dive into, 
maybe this isn’t an instance of an owner being cheap but 
rather of two sides that disagree on a murky market trying to 
establish what market value actually is and going from there. 

So let’s keep it simple and try to take emotion out of the 
equation as we answer the two essential questions via facts 
and logic: What is Hamilton’s worth, and can the Hurricanes 
afford to keep him? 

Hamilton’s worth 

As we just went over, people lose their minds when trying to 
evaluate offensive defensemen. To me, people are focused 
way too much on putting players in certain boxes and 
evaluating them within those boxes, instead of just focusing 
on their overall game-by-game impact and how they change 
the complexion of their teams. This is why I love our very 
own Dom Luszczyszyn’s Game Score Value Added (GSVA) 
metric. He and some of the folks below help us take our own 
biases out of how we evaluate the equation. 

This Luszczyszyn piece is from last year, but it highlights just 
why Hamilton’s situation is unique and why it might be smart 
of the Canes to outsource evaluation of his market value. 

All the hand-wringing about how “defensemen should be 
defensemen” aside, Hamilton is a coveted right-shot D who 
has more five-on-five goals (29) than any other defenseman 
over the past three seasons. He’s one of the main reasons 
the Hurricanes’ power play went from “cursed” to top five in 
the league. He has put up 112 points in 170 games with the 
Hurricanes, including 40 points in 47 games in 2019-2020 
before missing 21 games with a broken leg. And about that 
broken leg: The nature of the injury itself allowed it to fully 
heal, but after missing so much time and all the follies the 
pandemic season presented, his bounce-back including 10 
goals and 42 points in 55 games was impressive. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, in Hamilton’s past three 
seasons he’s first among all defensemen in five-on-five rush 
attempts, by far. He’s got 31. Next up are Victor Hedman and 
Keith Yandle tied at 20. He’s third among all defensemen in 
total five-on-five shots behind only Roman Josi and Brent 
Burns but first in five-on-five shots per 60. He’s third behind 
Burns and Shea Theodore in rebounds created during this 
timeframe. Again, this data is at five-on-five. Knowing his 
impact on the power play only enhances his overall value. 

And before you say that those are mostly offensive stats, 
Hamilton also has the best Corsi For percentage of any 
defenseman who has played more than 35 games during 
that three-season span. The reason his offensive numbers 
— and catch-all metrics like Luszczyszyn’s — are so good is 
that the ice leans away from his goal when he’s on the ice. 

Not only is he one of the best defensemen in the league (or, 
if you want to get semantic, one of the defensemen with the 
highest probabilities to positively impact an outcome of a 
game), but he is this person consistently. 

If Alex Pietrangelo, who is almost three years older than 
Hamilton, got a seven-year deal at an $8.8 million AAV, 
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something in this ballpark has to be attainable for Hamilton. 
Pietrangelo is 11th on the list of five-on-five goals by 
defensemen in the past three years with 20 goals, and keep 
in mind he had a total of 3298:51 five-on-five minutes in this 
time when Hamilton had 3081:36. He and Hamilton tie at 
seventh with 42 high danger chances at five-on-five, but 
Pietrangelo only has 13 rush attempts in this situation 
compared to Hamilton’s 31. He’s got 37 rebounds created at 
five-on-five compared to Hamilton’s 63. If you want to go 
there, he’s even got more hits than Pietrangelo, at 233-107. 

Pietrangelo’s got that Cup-winning captain leadership aspect 
that probably helped move his paycheck along, but all of this 
goes to show that if this is the measuring stick, Hamilton 
deserves at least this much. 

“Should the Canes be the ones to pay him?” is a trickier 
question. 

Can the Hurricanes afford Hamilton? 

There was a period of time about halfway through Hamilton’s 
first season with the Canes when people were bending over 
backward creating conspiracies as to why the Hurricanes 
went from being “the Corsi Canes” to actually “getting 
bounces” and scoring goals. 

There’s a certain inevitable factor of luck and chance in 
hockey, but in retrospect, this conversation (which I 
participated in) seems so silly. The Canes acquired 
Hamilton, Andrei Svechnikov joined the team, Sebastian Aho 
took the next step and they spent money here and there on 
scoring upgrades. Hamilton was such a crucial part of this, 
and the Canes put themselves at serious risk of losing that 
X-factor if he leaves. 

As it stands, they’ve got around $28 million dollars to spend 
this offseason. Beyond Hamilton, their first priorities need to 
be hammering out Svechnikov’s and goaltender Alex 
Nedeljkovic’s RFA contracts. I’d speculate Svechnikov is 
going to be at least $6 million on the books for next year in 
an ideal bridge-deal situation — unless there are some 
creative signing-bonus shenanigans, or maybe even with 
some signing-bonus shenanigans. Who knows what 
Nedeljkovic’s contract will end up looking like (bridge deal?), 
but add those two in, then consider re-signing Jordan 
Martinook, Brock McGinn or both — while re-signing RFA 
Warren Foegele. 

Assuming the worst (within reason), for the sake of 
argument, you’re down around $14 million. 

Say Hamilton ends up commanding $9 million. You can sign 
him with about $5 million to spare. If that’s all you have to 
think about, you do it. 

But then there’s everyone’s favorite thing: contract term. With 
the flat cap, you really, really have to ask yourself if what 
Hamilton brings to the table right now is worth handcuffing 
yourself to a bad contract for three or four years at the end of 
his career. My mind wanders to a team like Vegas, with the 
Pietrangelo signing, trading for and extending Mark Stone, 
trading for and extending Robin Lehner and more. 

It’s impossible to know if their decisions are going to hold up 
well in a few years, but they saw a Cup window, decided to 
run with it, and now they’re perpetual contenders. You won’t 
have Aho and Teuvo Teravainen on these matching deals 
forever, and you won’t have a hungry new goalie as an RFA 
forever. 

What are you going to do when you let Hamilton sign 
somewhere else and the Kraken potentially take another one 
of your defensemen? 

I’m not saying the Hurricanes are doing this, and it’s pretty 
smart to let both sides get a true sense of the market before 
making a decision. But there doesn’t seem to be some up-
and-coming Hamilton-type the Hurricanes can suavely trade 
for or pull up from the farm this time. There aren’t many 
players like Hamilton at all. 

And it’s unfortunate that Hamilton’s comments about “losing 
to a team $18 million over the cap” were taken out of context, 
because the full comments actually send a strong message 
to the Canes. 

“I wasn’t knocking the rules or anything. You realize how 
many weapons they have,” he said. “If you think about how 
many more players you could add with that money, and stuff 
like that, to your team and you realize how much deeper you 
would be. That’s just how it worked out, and I know it’s 
happened to teams in the past. I don’t have a problem with 
it.” 

The Canes have the money for Hamilton, and I’m starting 
wonder if they can afford to lose him.
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Pivotal offseason awaits Hurricanes 

With several free agents and a flat salary cap, Carolina will 
need to find ways to improve without breaking the bank 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes reached the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
for the third consecutive season this year, the first time the 
team has done that since relocating to North Carolina. The 
accomplishment, of course, isn’t much of a consolation for a 
team that was eliminated in five games by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the second round. 

“That’s one thing that we have to do, kind of remember how 
you know how bad it feels to lose and use that for everyone’s 
offseason,” center Sebastian Aho said last week at his 
season-ending availability. “You’ve got to do the work (so) 
that you are confident and ready to go whenever the next 
season starts. … We want to use that motivation to build a 
good offseason and be ready for the next training camp and 
season.” 

What the roster — and even coaching staff — will look like is 
the biggest question mark as Carolina heads into a pivotal 
offseason. 

Free agency 

The biggest name looming in unrestricted free agency is 
Dougie Hamilton. The Hurricanes defenseman had 42 goals 
and 79 assists for 121 points in 184 regular season games 
with Carolina the past three seasons. He cost $5.75 million 
against the salary cap and is in line to probably make around 
50% more than that on a long-term deal in the open market. 

The Hurricanes have already reportedly granted Hamilton 
and his agent permission to talk to other teams about a 
contract before the free agent market opens July 28. That 
would indicate the two sides are far apart in negotiations. 

“I think everyone knows I really enjoy it here,” Hamilton said 
at his season-ending availability. 

Jaccob Slavin also hopes his defense partner will return for a 
fourth season in Carolina and beyond. 

“He’s a huge part of this team and he was part of our 
success and I want him back,” Slavin said. “I enjoy playing 
with him and I think we work well together.” 

The Hurricanes also have several depth players in need of 
new deals. Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook have been 
key role players — on the ice and in the locker room — who 
both said they wanted to return to Raleigh. 

“I want to see it through,” Martinook said of re-signing with 
the Hurricanes. “I think we’re right there. We’re so close, and 

if I were to go somewhere else, it’d be tough to see if they 
were to win here because I feel like I was a big part of it.” 

Carolina will also need to weigh whether to re-sign 
midseason acquisitions Cedric Paquette and Jani Hakanpaa 
— two players brought in to provide more grit to the lineup — 
along with goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer. 

Andrei Svechnikov and Alex Nedeljkovic are both restricted 
free agents. Svechnikov seems poised for a bridge contract 
of two or three seasons, and Nedeljkovic — a finalist for the 
Calder Trophy as the NHL’s top rookie — has arbitration 
rights but a limited track record that should give Carolina the 
upper hand in negotiations with the young goalie. 

Svechnikov said he’s “love to stay here forever,” while 
Nedeljkovic said he was excited about the prospects of 
making his way around the league with the Hurricanes in 
2021-22. 

Warren Foegele, Jake Bean and Morgan Geekie are also 
RFAs. 

Coaching staff 

It’s been reported for some time that Rod Brind’Amour has 
already agreed in principle to a contract extension but was 
holding out for deals for his staff. It sounds like those deals 
are close to done, though assistant coach Dean Chynoweth 
has reportedly been permitted to speak to other teams. 

One source said morale was low among the staff at how 
dealings with the front office have gone despite the success 
of the past three seasons, and Tom Dundon has earned a 
reputation as an owner who will squeeze whatever he can 
out of every negotiation — whether it’s players, team brass, 
broadcasters or even arena staff. 

Winning solves everything, they say, but Dundon continues 
to test the limits of hockey’s culture of unquestioned loyalty. 
He also doesn’t care if his name dragged through the mud in 
what is becoming an annual offseason occurrence. 

Two drafts 

Carolina also needs to plan for two drafts — the normal entry 
draft and the Seattle Kraken expansion draft. 

Hamilton’s fate could go a long way in determining the 
direction the team goes with its protected list for expansion. 
Both Foegele and Bean — selected by Seattle GM Ron 
Francis when he was with the Hurricanes — could be 
considerations for Seattle, while Brady Skjei and Nino 
Niederreiter may also be left unprotected. 
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Carolina has eight picks in the entry draft and is without its 
fifth-round pick (sent to Vegas as part of the trade that 
brought Erik Haula to Raleigh two years ago) but holds two 

extra seventh-round selections from deals made with Los 
Angeles and St. Louis.

 

 

 

Hamilton given permission by Hurricanes to talk to teams: reports 

Defenseman can become unrestricted free agent July 28, 
possible sign-and-trade 

Dougie Hamilton has permission from the Carolina 
Hurricanes to talk to other teams before possibly becoming 
an unrestricted free agent next month, according to multiple 
reports. 

Sportsnet and TSN reported agent J.P. Barry can speak to 
other NHL teams to possibly set up a sign-and-trade deal for 
the defenseman. 

The Hurricanes and expansion Seattle Kraken are the only 
teams that can offer Hamilton a maximum term of eight 
years. If he signs elsewhere as a free agent after July 28, the 
maximum contract length would be seven years. 

Hamilton said last week that the Hurricanes had yet to 
resume discussions about re-signing him. He played the final 
season of a six-year contract he signed with the Calgary 
Flames on June 30, 2015. He was traded to Carolina on 
June 23, 2018. 

"I let my agent talk, but they kind of tabled conversations 
until after the season and I'm sure they'll start talking again 
soon," Hamilton said June 9. 

Hamilton led Carolina defensemen and tied for seventh in 
the NHL with 42 points (10 goals, 32 assists) in 55 games. 
He scored 18 power-play points. 

"I really enjoy it here," Hamilton said. "I've got some really 
good friends, met really, really good people in the room and 
away from the room off the ice too. I have nothing bad to say 
about my experience here and being a Carolina Hurricane 
and I've really enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep going." 

The Hurricanes (36-12-8) lost the Stanley Cup Second 
Round in five games to the Tampa Bay Lightning after they 
were the No. 1 seed in the Discover Central Division. 
Hamilton scored five points (two goals, three assists) in 11 
Stanley Cup Playoff games.
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Hurricanes rookies impress in shortened season 

With the salary cap staying unchanged from the 2019-2020 
season, players on entry-level contracts were relied upon 
even more than usual. Carolina’s rookies contributed 
towards the team’s success in a major way this season. 

By Matthew Somma  

In a season unlike any other, it would almost make too much 
sense to have a 25-year-old rookie goaltender emerge as the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ starting goalie. It would also make 
perfect sense that the player cleared waivers just a couple 
months prior to taking over as the starting goaltender, 
wouldn’t it? Alex Nedeljkovic did just that, finally becoming 
the player that the Hurricanes had hoped he would become 
when he was selected 37th overall back in 2014. Nedeljkovic 
isn’t the only rookie to make an impact on the Hurricanes’ 
roster this season. In addition, we’ll be looking at Steven 
Lorentz, Morgan Geekie, and Jake Bean’s impacts on the 
Hurricanes’ roster. 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

It only makes sense to start with Nedeljkovic, who was 
named a finalist for the Calder Trophy on June 3. While it 
seems that Kirill Kaprizov is the favorite, it shouldn’t take 
away from the fact that Nedeljkovic was stellar for the 
Hurricanes this season. Nedeljkovic posted a 15-5-3 record 
along with a .932 save percentage and a 1.90 GAA in 23 
appearances this season. Nedeljkovic’s save percentage 
and GAA numbers are good enough for first in the NHL 
among goalies with 20 or more appearances this season.  

If he had appeared in more games at the start of the season, 
we could be talking about a Vezina-worthy season from a 
rookie goaltender. Nedeljkovic’s path to the NHL hasn’t been 
an easy one, and it has been longer than he likely imagined 
when he heard his name called at the draft back in 2014. 
This season was the culmination of seven years of hard work 
for Nedeljkovic. He had won a bronze medal at the World 
Junior Championships, won a Calder Cup in the AHL while 
being named the league’s best goaltender, and yet he still 
could not find a way to stay in the NHL. That opportunity 
came, and it wasn’t long before Nedeljkovic was stringing 
together one stellar performance after another.  

Nedeljkovic’s opportunity arose when Petr Mrazek was 
injured in a game on Jan. 30. After a few shaky starts, 
Nedeljkovic found his groove and led the Carolina 
Hurricanes to a Discover Central Division Championship. It 
may be unfair to Mrazek to say that the Hurricanes’ season 
wouldn’t have been the same had he not gotten hurt, but it’s 
safe to say that Nedeljkovic would not have gotten this 
opportunity if Mrazek didn’t have to get surgery on his thumb. 
Early on, it felt as if the Hurricanes’ coaching staff was 
hesitant to give Nedeljkovic starts. In hindsight, it all seems 

silly. At the time, however, it was hard to blame the staff. 
After all, this is a team that is built to not only make the 
playoffs, but to make a deep run in the playoffs and contend 
for a Stanley Cup. Those teams don’t normally bank 
everything on a 25-year-old goalie with six career NHL 
appearances. Nevertheless, Nedeljkovic became the starter 
and got the nod in the playoffs as well.  

After the season that Nedeljkovic had, it appears that the 
Hurricanes have found the starting goalie that they have 
been searching for. Nedeljkovic had a goals saved above 
average (GSAA) of 15.7, meaning that he saved close to 16 
goals more than he should have this season given the 
average from the rest of the league’s goaltenders. Even with 
how good Mrazek has been for the past three years, he 
hasn’t come remotely close to Nedeljkovic’s numbers. 

Part of what made Nedeljkovic so effective this season was 
his puck playing and athleticism. Nedeljkovic excelled at 
playing the puck and getting it to his defenders, limiting 
offense off of a dump in on multiple occasions throughout a 
game. His recovery and ability to make the push from post to 
post resulted in some spectacular saves and saves that the 
Hurricanes needed to stay in a game. Nedeljkovic may have 
fallen down to Earth a little bit during the playoffs, but he still 
put up a solid .920 save percentage in nine starts. He was 
also given a grand total of two goals in three games from the 
players in front of him, so I’d cool it on the “Ned was bad in 
the playoffs” takes.  

Moving forward, I would expect Nedeljkovic to become the 
Hurricanes’ starter. It may not be reasonable to expect him to 
lead the league in save percentage and GAA, but I do 
believe that the Hurricanes can get a high percentage of 
quality starts out of Nedeljkovic. This is a player that has 
experienced success at every level, and it’s only a matter of 
time before we see Nedeljkovic experience more success at 
the NHL level.  

Steven Lorentz 

Lorentz quickly became a fan favorite due to his play on the 
Hurricanes’ fourth line, his positive attitude and his incredible 
interviews.  

Lorentz was on the taxi squad to start the season, but after 
players got taken out of the lineup due to COVID, it was time 
for him to step up. You could see that Lorentz was able to fit 
in Rod Brind’Amour’s system perfectly due to his physical 
play and relentless forecheck. He was the type of player that 
Brind’Amour wanted: a hard worker that would never give up 
on a play. Lorentz took this opportunity and ran with it, 
playing on the fourth line and putting up eight points in 45 
games.  
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He also had a CF of 52.5% at even strength while averaging 
10:26 of ice time per game. Lorentz earned a full-time NHL 
job from that opportunity and will likely be the Hurricanes’ 
fourth line center heading into the 2021-2022 season. As 
someone who has watched Steven Lorentz play for years 
now, I can say that there’s more offense to his game. He 
struggled to finish chances this season, but now that he has 
a good chunk of games under his belt, I’d imagine that the 
goals will start to come.  

Morgan Geekie 

Geekie had unreasonably high expectations heading into this 
season after scoring three goals in his first two NHL games. 
While his production this season was a far cry from his two-
game stint in 2020, there were some positives to take away 
from his performance this season. For starters, Geekie was 
able to make plays happen from behind the net and found 
some chemistry with Lorentz on the fourth line. Geekie also 
had a decent CF%, 53.4%, at even strength while seeing 
very little ice time on special teams. Geekie’s average ice 
time was under 10 minutes and it’s clear that he was unable 
to make an impact on the game with such limited minutes. 
It’s still likely that his ceiling is that of a two way third line 
center that is good for 30+ points, however. He just has to be 
given the ice time in order to do so.  

Jake Bean 

Bean was one of the most polarizing Hurricanes this season 
due to his performance towards the end of the regular 
season and in the playoffs. At the start of the season, 
however, it was hard to stop Bean. He was making 

phenomenal passes and setting up goals on the power play 
and at even strength. Teams picked up on Bean’s 
weaknesses pretty quickly, though, which led to his usage 
plummeting.  

I saw flashes of what could be a promising NHL career this 
season, especially on the power play. Bean looked like the 
power play quarterback that the Hurricanes needed when he 
was on a tear this season. Brind’Amour’s lack of trust in 
Bean was apparent in the playoffs, and it resulted in an 
abysmal playoff performance for Bean. He still has a long 
way to go if he wants to become a full-time NHL 
defenseman, but I believe that the tools are there.  

Bean showed that he could control play in the offensive zone 
at times and was able to lead defenders into missing 
assignments with how good of a skater he was. Teams were 
able to pick up on his lack of experience in the defensive 
zone, however, and it resulted in some bad plays in his own 
end. Once again, I believe in Jake Bean, but I also believe 
that it’ll take some time for him to get comfortable at the NHL 
level.  

This was a weird season for the Hurricanes, but an 
underlying story in all of the craziness was that Hurricanes 
fans were able to see some of Ron Francis’ visions for the 
team came to life. Nedeljkovic became the starting goalie for 
the team, Lorentz and Geekie both emerged as solid fourth-
line players for the Hurricanes, and Bean began to show 
promise as an offensive threat on the back end. The 
Hurricanes saw some major contributions from rookies this 
season, and they’ll need those players to step up next 
season on their quest for the Stanley Cup.
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Hurricanes’ offseason to-do list 

This will be a regime-defining offseason for Don Waddell’s 
front office.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Stop me if you’ve heard this before, but this is going to be a 
pivotal offseason for the Carolina Hurricanes. Surprisingly, 
no one stopped me, so I guess I’ll keep going. It’s not at all 
an exaggeration to say that the moves and decisions Don 
Waddell and the Hurricanes’ braintrust make this summer 
will shape up to be a regime-defining offseason.  

Coming off a five-game, second-round loss to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, the Hurricanes are looking to find a way to 
take that next step and get over the hump to Stanley Cup 
contention. They’re close, but must navigate an offseason 
filled with key decisions to get there.  

While I’m not going to advocate for or against certain moves, 
propose contract extensions, etc (you can expect individual 
stories on these topics in the coming weeks), I thought it 
might be helpful to provide an overview of everything the 
Hurricanes need to accomplish in building what they hope 
will be a roster that can compete for the franchise’s second 
Stanley Cup next season.  

Let’s take a look at everything the Hurricanes need to get 
done (this list is not intended as an importance ranking):  

Re-sign Rod Brind’Amour 

While it’s still considered pretty much a lock that Rod 
Brind’Amour will be back coaching the Hurricanes next 
season, he’s still not under contract, so this remains on the 
to-do list. The Hurricanes also need to re-up with 
Brind’Amour’s assistant coaches and support staff, which 
has reportedly been a sticking point in his negotiations.  

Elliotte Friedman has reported that Dean Chynoweth has 
been given permission to interview with other teams, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean anything’s gone sideways with the 
Hurricanes (he could even be looking at head-coaching 
jobs).  

Brind’Amour is one of the biggest, if not the biggest factors, 
in the Hurricanes’ three-year turnaround, and is up for the 
Jack Adams this year. It’s essential that the team bring him 
back. There’s no reason to believe they won’t do so, but 
every day that goes by that Brind’Amour *isn’t* signed does 
open the door for questions.  

Re-sign Andrei Svechnikov 

This one will also no doubt get done, it’s just a matter of 
when the signing happens and whether it’s a bridge or long-
term deal. With Svechnikov a restricted free agent, and 
coming off a down year, the smart money is probably on a 
bridge deal.  

Again, with Svechnikov being an RFA, this doesn’t have to 
get done right away and could go past the July 28 opening of 
the signing period. The Canes do have a couple incentives to 
get it done sooner, however, in keeping another team from 
hitting Svechnikov with an offer sheet, and knowing exactly 
what his cap hit will be for next year, so they know how much 
space they have for other moves.  

The Canes will get their young star signed, but that doesn’t 
make it any less important of an item on this list.  

Re-sign or replace Dougie Hamilton 

This is the big one. Hamilton has also played a key role in 
the Canes’ transformation. He’s one of the best offensive 
defensemen in the league, and has added an element the 
Hurricanes didn’t have before to the blue line.  

As reported by Friedman this morning, the Canes have given 
Hamilton permission to speak to other teams. This doesn’t 
mean he’s out the door, but it makes sense to explore the 
possibility of recouping an asset in a sign and trade if the 
team and Hamilton can’t reach an agreement.  

This is an incredibly complex and nuanced situation that you 
can expect to read much, much more on in the coming 
weeks on Canes Country. As stated, Hamilton is an elite 
defenseman, and one not easily replaced.  

While it’s easy to see a long-term, big-money deal for 
Hamilton becoming an anchor down the road, letting him 
walk almost certainly means taking a step back in the short 
term. The Canes will likely hope they can meet Hamilton in 
the middle on a deal and try to bring him back.  

If they can’t, they’ll have to replace him. It’ll be nearly 
impossible to go out and bring in another player of 
Hamilton’s caliber, but the Canes will need to find another 
top-four, right-shot defenseman who can run their power play 
if No. 19 isn’t back in the fold.  

Sort out the expansion draft 

As I mentioned in my offseason road map last week, 
protection lists are due to the Seattle Kraken by July 17, and 
the league’s newest team will make its picks on July 21. 
Most of the Canes’ protection slots are locks, but they have a 
couple key decisions to make, such as which of Brady Skjei 
or Jake Bean to protect if they don’t re-sign Hamilton before 
the expansion draft (and it may be prudent not to do so).  

While the Canes could cut a deal with Ron Francis, they 
need to be prepared for the likelihood of losing a good 
player.  

Re-sign Alex Nedeljkovic 

As Matt broke down in his story on the Canes’ rookies this 
morning, the Hurricanes appear to have their goalie of the 
future in Nedeljkovic, who broke out in a big way and was 
one of the top goalies in the league in 2021.  

He’s also a restricted free agent. Given that the sample size 
on Nedeljkovic is still relatively small, a one-two year bridge 
deal makes sense here.  

Re-sign or bring in a second goalie 

The members of the Hurricanes’ crease are actually all up at 
the same time, with Petr Mrazek and James Reimer both set 
to hit unrestricted free agency. Given the aforementioned 
small sample size on Nedeljkovic, it would be prudent for the 
Canes to make sure they have a second goalie they’re 
comfortable giving 30-35 starts to.  
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Their first choice should be Mrazek, who was excellent when 
healthy (with that being a major caveat) in 2021. Mrazek, 
however, may want to pursue a clear-cut No. 1 role. If that’s 
the case, Reimer has shown he’s more than capable of 
playing well in a pure backup role. 

If the Canes can’t bring either of those two netminders back, 
they’ll need to add a new partner for Nedeljkovic via trade or 
free agency. 

Figure out the rest of the internal free agents 

Hamilton, Svechnikov and the goalies aren’t the only 
members of the 2021 Hurricanes up for new deals. Bean 
(assuming he isn’t claimed by Seattle), Morgan Geekie and 
Warren Foegele are RFAs, while Jordan Martinook, Brock 
McGinn and Cedric Paquette are UFAs.  

It’s likely Bean, Geekie and Foegele will be back, though the 
Canes could look to save some money on Foegele, who’s 
once again arbitration eligible.  

Jordan Martinook, Brock McGinn, Cedric Paquette and Jani 
Hakanpaa will all be unrestricted free agents. The Canes 

can’t, and shouldn’t bring back all of those UFAs. It may only 
be feasible to bring back one of the forwards, with priority 
likely going to McGinn.  

It should also be noted that, if Bean goes to Seattle and 
Hakanpaa, who came over in a trade for Haydn Fleury at the 
trade deadline, isn’t re-signed the Canes will need to rebuild 
their third defensive pairing for next season.  

Look into additions 

Especially if they re-sign Hamilton, it’s possible the Canes 
won’t have much space to make any additions in this flat cap 
world. But, if they do have any space left over after taking 
care of all of their internal business, a team looking to take 
the next step should be looking to add, with another middle-
six forward to add more depth up front being a smart option 
to look at.  

This will certainly not be a restful offseason for Waddell and 
the rest of the Hurricanes’ front office. This is a team with a 
wide-open Stanley Cup window, but the decisions made this 
offseason will shape the Canes’ direction for years to come.
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Can the Hurricanes afford to lose Dougie Hamilton? 

 

By Sara Civian  

Jun 15, 2021  

  

The NHL’s offseason is shortened this year, there’s about a month until 
general managers need to submit their protected lists for the Seattle 
expansion draft and due to the flat cap and other pandemic-related 
financial concerns, free agents are entering one of the most uncertain 
negotiation periods of their careers. 

So, yeah, less than a week after the Carolina Hurricanes’ season ended, 
that’s the landscape in which Elliotte Friedman reported Monday that the 
team has given Dougie Hamilton permission to speak with other teams 
ahead of free agency, which could open up the possibility of a sign-and-
trade. 

Remember, the only teams that can sign a player to an eight-year term 
are his current team and the Kraken (if they select him in the expansion 
draft or acquire him before it), and to sign that length Hamilton needs to 
be on the roster by the pre-expansion-draft trade freeze on July 17. 
Hamilton is turning 28 on Thursday, and he’s headed into what will be the 
biggest contract of his career. Especially in this time of uncertainty, he’s 
definitely aiming for that eight-year term and a ballpark of an $8.5 million 
average annual value.  

Here’s where everyone starts to lose their minds because, for some 
reason, you’re only allowed to consider Hamilton either the best or worst 
hockey player of all time. So it goes in the world of offensive 
defensemen, especially when you’re 6-foot-6, 230 pounds and don’t fit 
into the old-school “tough guy” mold. Add in some interests that 
apparently go beyond cracking open a few cold ones with the boys, and 
for some reason, people project their own insecurities onto you. 

It seems like people want to either champion Hamilton the king of the 
nerds or declare him a locker-room cancer, and this has bled into 
analysis of his play more than anyone wants to admit. 

Then there are people who are either looking to hate or defend 
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon’s unconventional (in the hockey world) 
tactics. Criticism of Dundon and the shroud of mystery around his 
operation is valid: letting GM Don Waddell explore options before re-
signing him (and, uh, Dundon then saying he hates contracts), letting 
Jack Adams front-runner Rod Brind’Amour’s contract situation fester 
while we all know it would be a slam dunk, among other things, are fair to 
question. 

But I think the Hamilton situation is a little different, and if you find 
yourself asking why Dundon would allow this, I want you to imagine this 
was a team like the Maple Leafs or the Bruins. Given the specific 
situation we’re about to dive into, maybe this isn’t an instance of an 
owner being cheap but rather of two sides that disagree on a murky 
market trying to establish what market value actually is and going from 
there. 

So let’s keep it simple and try to take emotion out of the equation as we 
answer the two essential questions via facts and logic: What is 
Hamilton’s worth, and can the Hurricanes afford to keep him? 

Hamilton’s worth 

As we just went over, people lose their minds when trying to evaluate 
offensive defensemen. To me, people are focused way too much on 
putting players in certain boxes and evaluating them within those boxes, 
instead of just focusing on their overall game-by-game impact and how 
they change the complexion of their teams. This is why I love our very 
own Dom Luszczyszyn’s Game Score Value Added (GSVA) metric. He 
and some of the folks below help us take our own biases out of how we 
evaluate the equation. 

This Luszczyszyn piece is from last year, but it highlights just why 
Hamilton’s situation is unique and why it might be smart of the Canes to 
outsource evaluation of his market value. 

All the hand-wringing about how “defensemen should be defensemen” 
aside, Hamilton is a coveted right-shot D who has more five-on-five goals 
(29) than any other defenseman over the past three seasons. He’s one of 
the main reasons the Hurricanes’ power play went from “cursed” to top 
five in the league. He has put up 112 points in 170 games with the 
Hurricanes, including 40 points in 47 games in 2019-2020 before mission 
21 games with a broken leg. And about that broken leg: The nature of the 
injury itself allowed it to fully heal, but after missing so much time and all 
the follies the pandemic season presented, his bounce-back including 10 
goals and 42 points in 55 games was impressive. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, in Hamilton’s past three seasons he’s 
first among all defensemen in five-on-five rush attempts, by far. He’s got 
31. Next up are Victor Hedman and Keith Yandle tied at 20. He’s third 
among all defensemen in total five-on-five shots behind only Roman Josi 
and Brent Burns but first in five-on-five shots per 60. He’s third behind 
Burns and Shea Theodore in rebounds created during this timeframe. 
Again, this data is at five-on-five. Knowing his impact on the power play 
only enhances his overall value. 

And before you say that those are mostly offensive stats, Hamilton also 
has the best Corsi For percentage of any defenseman who has played 
more than 35 games during that three-season span. The reason his 
offensive numbers — and catch-all metrics like Luszczyszyn’s — are so 
good is that the ice leans away from his goal when he’s on the ice. 

Not only is he one of the best defensemen in the league (or, if you want 
to get semantic, one of the defensemen with the highest probabilities to 
positively impact an outcome of a game), but he is this person 
consistently. 

If Alex Pietrangelo, who is almost three years older than Hamilton, got a 
seven-year deal at an $8.8 million AAV, something in this ballpark has to 
be attainable for Hamilton. Pietrangelo is 11th on the list of five-on-five 
goals by defensemen in the past three years with 20 goals, and keep in 
mind he had a total of 3298:51 five-on-five minutes in this time when 
Hamilton had 3081:36. He and Hamilton tie at seventh with 42 high 
danger chances at five-on-five, but Pietrangelo only has 13 rush attempts 
in this situation compared to Hamilton’s 31. He’s got 37 rebounds created 
at five-on-five compared to Hamilton’s 63. If you want to go there, he’s 
even got more hits than Pietrangelo, at 233-107. 
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Pietrangelo’s got that Cup-winning captain leadership aspect that 
probably helped move his paycheck along, but all of this goes to show 
that if this is the measuring stick, Hamilton deserves at least this much. 

“Should the Canes be the ones to pay him?” is a trickier question. 

Can the Hurricanes afford Hamilton? 

There was a period of time about halfway through Hamilton’s first season 
with the Canes when people were bending over backward creating 
conspiracies as to why the Hurricanes went from being “the Corsi Canes” 
to actually “getting bounces” and scoring goals. 

There’s a certain inevitable factor of luck and chance in hockey, but in 
retrospect, this conversation (which I participated in) seems so silly. The 
Canes acquired Hamilton, Andrei Svechnikov joined the team, Sebastian 
Aho took the next step and they spent money here and there on scoring 
upgrades. Hamilton was such a crucial part of this, and the Canes put 
themselves at serious risk of losing that X-factor if he leaves. 

As it stands, they’ve got around $28 million dollars to spend this 
offseason. Beyond Hamilton, their first priorities need to be hammering 
out Svechnikov’s and goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic’s RFA contracts. I’d 
speculate Svechnikov is going to be at least $6 million on the books for 
next year in an ideal bridge-deal situation — unless there are some 
creative signing-bonus shenanigans, or maybe even with some signing-
bonus shenanigans. Who knows what Nedeljkovic’s contract will end up 
looking like (bridge deal?), but add those two in, then consider re-signing 
Jordan Martinook, Brock McGinn or both — while re-signing RFA Warren 
Foegele. 

Assuming the worst (within reason), for the sake of argument, you’re 
down around $14 million. 

Say Hamilton ends up commanding $9 million. You can sign him with 
about $5 million to spare. If that’s all you have to think about, you do it. 

But then there’s everyone’s favorite thing: contract term. With the flat 
cap, you really, really have to ask yourself if what Hamilton brings to the 
table right now is worth handcuffing yourself to a bad contract for three or 
four years at the end of his career. My mind wanders to a team like 
Vegas, with the Pietrangelo signing, trading for and extending Mark 
Stone, trading for and extending Robin Lehner and more. 

It’s impossible to know if their decisions are going to hold up well in a few 
years, but they saw a Cup window, decided to run with it, and now 
they’re perpetual contenders. You won’t have Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
on these matching deals forever, and you won’t have a hungry new 
goalie as an RFA forever. 

What are you going to do when you let Hamilton sign somewhere else 
and the Kraken potentially take another one of your defensemen? 

I’m not saying the Hurricanes are doing this, and it’s pretty smart to let 
both sides get a true sense of the market before making a decision. But 
there doesn’t seem to be some up-and-coming Hamilton-type the 
Hurricanes can suavely trade for or pull up from the farm this time. There 
aren’t many players like Hamilton at all. 

And it’s unfortunate that Hamilton’s comments about “losing to a team 
$18 million over the cap” were taken out of context, because the full 
comments actually send a strong message to the Canes. 

“I wasn’t knocking the rules or anything. You realize how many weapons 
they have,” he said. “If you think about how many more players you could 
add with that money, and stuff like that, to your team and you realize how 
much deeper you would be. That’s just how it worked out, and I know it’s 
happened to teams in the past. I don’t have a problem with it.” 

The Canes have the money for Hamilton, and I’m starting wonder if they 
can afford to lose him. 
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The Athletic / Top 151 Prospects for 2021 NHL Draft: Owen Power leads 
Corey Pronman’s final rankings 

 

Corey Pronman Jun 15, 2021  

  

Welcome to The Athletic’s guide to the 2021 NHL Draft. 

The top of this year’s class looks a little softer than the last few years 
where we had prospects like Rasmus Dahlin, Jack Hughes and Alexis 
Lafreniere clearly distinguish themselves. Michigan defenseman Owen 
Power is the probable first pick, but most team sources agree he would 
be in the mix to be the second or third pick in the 2020 draft. 

The 2011, 2014 and 2017 drafts also lacked a consensus clear star 
talent at the time and they later emerged. My job is to give my opinion on 
what I currently see, which is a below-average top of the draft with the 
rest looking rather standard, but the future is uncertain and there are 
certainly candidates in this class with the potential to pop and become 
stars. If any of Owen Power, Luke Hughes, Dylan Guenther, William 
Eklund or Kent Johnson became perennial All-Stars, I wouldn’t blink. 

A defining characteristic of this draft may end up being the two top goalie 
prospects at the top in Sebastian Cossa and Jesper Wallstedt. Both are 
strong top-12 candidates, giving the 2021 NHL Draft intrigue at the goalie 
position that we haven’t seen in over a decade. 

Attributes are graded on a scale using the terms poor (lowest), below 
average, average, above average, high end, and elite (highest). Average 
is meant as a compliment, not as a criticism. Saying an attribute is 
average means it projects as NHL average. Shots are only graded if they 
are notably good or poor. 

TIER 1: Projected NHL All-Star 

Owen Power, LHD, Michigan-Big Ten 

Nov. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 213 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Average 

Power had a great freshman season as one of the best defensemen in 
his conference while also one of its youngest, and played a key role for 
Canada in its gold medal run at the world championships. Power’s 
offensive toolkit won’t jump out immediately to you, but a 6-foot-6 
defenseman who can skate at the NHL level and move the puck well is a 
major asset. His skating isn’t explosive, but his stride and edgework are 
excellent, and he can evade pressure very well. Power’s offense comes 
from a great first pass and an ability to find seams in the offensive zone 
well. I question if he will be a go-to power play type, but I can for sure see 
him on PP2 and can be PP1 in a pinch. Defensively he’s not that 
physical, but he closes on checks well with his range and reach, and 
breaks up a lot of plays. In a sentence, Power projects as a star all-
situations NHL defenseman who won’t land on highlight reels but will play 
tough minutes and drive play. 

TIER 2: Projected bubble all-star/top of lineup player 

Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton-WHL 

April 10, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 
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Shot: Above-average 

Guenther had a great limited WHL season, scoring two points per game 
(24 points in 12 games) for the Oil Kings following his great underage 
season, although his U18 worlds were good but not as inspiring. 
Guenther is a forward with a lot of NHL attributes. He has great skill, and 
can make skilled plays through defenders and to teammates at an NHL 
pace. He can make some plays through seams while also having the 
shot to score from a distance. He has a lot of talent, but also works off 
the puck, forcing turnovers and playing in traffic, even if he’s not overly 
physical. In a sentence, Guenther may not be a true game breaker in the 
NHL, but he projects as a top-line forward who will endear himself to fans 
and coaches. 

TIER 3: Projected top of the lineup player 

William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden-SHL 

Oct. 12, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 176 pounds 

Skating: High-end 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Eklund was an important player on an SHL team as an 18-year-old — a 
rare feat for a first-year draft-eligible player — and played well for 
Sweden’s national team. He has good, not great, straightaway speed to 
go along with fantastic edgework. He shows tremendous elusiveness to 
evade pressure and create space with his skating. Eklund skates fast, 
but it’s his skating plus his compete that earned the trust of big minutes 
as he showed he could be responsible off the puck. He combines that 
with a high skill level, a very imaginative hockey IQ offensively and the 
ability to execute difficult plays at speed. His ability to play in the high-
traffic areas and win battles, but also play on the perimeter and be a 
primary set-up guy, will make him a versatile NHL player. In a sentence, 
Eklund projects as an undersized first-line NHL winger with dynamic 
attributes. 

Luke Hughes, LHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Sept. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 184 pounds 

Skating: High-end 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Hughes had a strong season, as a leading player for the U.S. NTDP, but 
a late-season injury kept him from playing at the U18 worlds. Hughes is a 
6-foot-2 elite-skating defenseman with offensive ability, which is a highly 
appealing toolkit for an NHL projection. Like his brothers Jack and Quinn, 
Luke’s edgework is fantastic, showing great ability to elude checks. His 
skating and skill combination allow him to generate a lot of controlled 
exits and entries. His playmaking isn’t at the same level as his brothers, 
but he has enough skill and vision to be on an NHL power play and be a 
driver at the top level. The size and skating combination should allow him 
to make stops as a pro, but currently his D-zone coverage isn’t 
completely refined, as he needs to work on his gaps. He can be a bit 
risky and turnover prone with the puck, and managing that is a main area 
of concern with scouts. In a sentence, Hughes projects as a top-pair 
defenseman who can be on a power play and be elite in transition, but 
will have issues matching up versus top players. 

Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan-Big Ten 

Nov. 5, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: High-end 

Beniers is the top center prospect in this draft. He has a quality NHL-
caliber skill set but not a lot jumps off the page. He is a top prospect 
because he is an elite competitor and makes the most of his toolkit every 
game. I’ve seen him play nearly a hundred games over the last three 
years between the U.S. NTDP, college and international competitions, 
and I can count on one hand the times he’s never made an impact on a 
game. His work ethic shows through how hard he forechecks and 
backchecks, how every play is made with speed, how he wins a ton of 
battles, and how fearless he is getting to the high-traffic areas. Beniers 
wills his way to puck possession and scoring chances, while also able to 
set up a lot of plays. In a sentence, Beniers projects as a top-two line 
center, a No. 2 on a Stanley Cup contender or a low-end No. 1, who can 
score at a reasonable rate for those roles and provide high-end value off 
the puck. 

Kent Johnson, C, Michigan-Big Ten 

Oct. 18, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 167 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Elite 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Johnson is the player you want to know about in this year’s draft in terms 
of dynamic skill and playmaking ability. A lot of his puck touches look 
unique from other players on the ice, with the ability to make between-
the-legs and behind-the-back plays look routine. He’s a very creative 
playmaker who can make difficult plays in small areas consistently but 
can overcomplicate at times. Johnson has a decent wrist shot, which he 
showed more in junior than college. His game can lack pace and he’s not 
that hard to play against, but I wouldn’t call him soft either. In a sentence, 
Johnson projects as a top-line NHL forward, likely on the wing, who has 
the most star potential in the draft but also has the most significant 
physical drawbacks of the top prospects. 

TIER: 4: Projected bubble top/middle of lineup or quality starting 
goaltender 

Chaz Lucius, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

May 2, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Lucius missed most of the season with various injuries but when healthy 
he showed what he did in his underage season, in that he could score a 
lot of goals and drive a team’s offense. Lucius is one of the most purely 
skilled players in the draft, with elite one-on-one skills and the ability to 
make defenders miss. He is known for his goal scoring, but he has good 
vision and can find seams and create in tight areas. His scoring is less 
due to an elite shot and where he scores. If you saw a heat map for his 
shots, it’s a big blob in front of the crease. Lucius lacks physicality and 
defensive value off the puck but he generates a lot of offense by going to 
the net. His skating is a concern and he will likely not be able to separate 
at the NHL level. In a sentence, Lucius projects as a strong top-six NHL 
forward who can be on a top power-play unit in a bumper/net position. 

Brandt Clarke, RHD, Barrie-OHL 

Feb. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Clarke went to Slovakia because there was no OHL season and was 
quite good. He is a dynamic player with the puck because of his puck 
skills and playmaking ability. He has the poise and vision to make tough 
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plays from both ends of the rink. He can beat opponents with his skill 
consistently and looks unique with the puck on his stick, with true first 
power-play unit potential in the NHL. The concern on Clarke is his 
skating as he’s a somewhat knock-kneed skater without great quickness. 
He defends well in junior due to his sense and having decent reach, but 
the pace will be a concern in that regard as he advances levels. In a 
sentence, Clarke projects as a second or third defenseman who can be 
on a top NHL power-play unit but may not be able to face top opponents 
defensively. 

Mason McTavish, C, Peterborough-OHL 

Jan. 30, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 207 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Above-average 

McTavish was good in Switzerland’s second-tier pro league, with the 
OHL season canceled, and great at the U18 worlds for Canada. 
McTavish has always shown he can score — and in numbers. He can 
attack defenses in numerous ways in the offensive zone with his NHL-
caliber skill, vision and shot. He is a creative player who tries to make 
things happen. He has the shot to score from range versus pros and is 
very good at creating around the net. He works hard enough to win a lot 
of puck battles. The main flaw in McTavish’s skill set is his skating, as he 
will be OK in the NHL in that regard but will struggle to create separation. 
In a sentence, McTavish projects as a strong top-six forward in the NHL, 
a second-line center or a low-end first-line wing. 

Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton-WHL 

Nov. 21, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 210 pounds 

Athleticism: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Cossa has been as good as you could have asked him to be in the WHL, 
dominating the league for the last two seasons. His athletic toolkit is very 
intriguing as a 6-foot-6 goalie who can move very well for that size. He 
covers a lot of net with his length. He has some quick twitch in his frame 
in how he moves around the net, and gets in and out of his butterfly. 
Cossa’s reads are typically great. He loses track of some pucks and can 
be a bit busy in the net but usually anticipates the play very well. I love 
his selective aggressiveness with his positioning, and how he takes away 
angles with his size as well as how well he uses his stick to break up a lot 
of plays. In a sentence, Cossa projects as a quality NHL starting 
goaltender with the potential to become an upper-echelon goalie. 

Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea-SHL 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 214 pounds 

Athleticism: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Wallstedt started off very well, as a rare first-year draft-eligible to not only 
play but also excel in the SHL. He fell off in the second half, but his body 
of work between junior, pro and international is quite strong. Wallstedt’s 
athletic toolkit doesn’t jump out at you immediately. He’s about 6-foot-3 
and moves well but not at an elite level. What makes him such a good 
goaltender is his tremendous sense and puck-tracking ability. He makes 
the right read at a remarkably high frequency, with little unnecessary 
movement in net. Wallstedt can make a tough save when he needs to 
and has some lateral quickness, but it often seems like he doesn’t have 
to adjust his technique much on a given save, especially when the puck 
is in the high-percentage areas. In a sentence, Wallstedt projects as a 
quality NHL starting goaltender. 

TIER 5: Projected middle of lineup player 

Simon Edvinsson, LHD, Frolunda-SHL 

Feb. 5, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 198 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Edvinsson was impressive in the junior ranks in Sweden. He was good, 
but not amazing at varying pro levels and was an anchor for Sweden’s 
U18 team internationally. He stands out instantly as a 6-foot-4 
defenseman with legit offensive skill. It’s rare to see a player his size lead 
a rush or make a play off the blue line and dangle through opponents 
consistently like he does. Edvinsson is also quite a good skater for his 
size. His straightaway speed is just OK, but he’s got great edgework, 
showing the first step and quick turns to elude pressure and create clean 
exits and entries. Defensively his size and skating allow him to close 
gaps and make a lot of stops and he’s not afraid to be physical. He’s not 
a dynamic playmaker, but Edvinsson can make the heads-up first pass 
and shows some power-play poise. In a sentence, Edvinsson projects as 
a quality top-four defenseman and on a power-play unit with the potential 
to play higher in an NHL lineup. 

Corson Ceulemans, RHD, Brooks-AJHL 

May 5, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 198 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Ceulemans’ season was cut short due to the AJHL’s pause. He was up 
and down during that season, but his U18 worlds was promising and his 
underage profile is encouraging. Ceulemans is a complete defenseman 
as a 6-foot-2, right-shot blueliner who is mobile, hard to play against and 
has offensive ability. At the AJHL level, he showed great one-on-one skill 
and the ability to move the puck. He kills a lot of rushes with his skating 
and physicality and picks off a lot of passes. At the higher levels of play 
I’ve watched him over the years I’ve questioned if the offense will 
translate at a top level, particularly the playmaking. But I see enough 
good things in his puck moving to think he can be a good NHL player. In 
a sentence, Ceulemans projects as a quality top-four NHL defenseman 
who could possibly be on a second power-play unit with the potential to 
play higher in a lineup. 

Nikita Chibrikov, RW, SKA-VHL 

Feb. 16, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Chibrikov impressed early at the junior level this season, earning a quick 
promotion to playing versus men where he held his own at the VHL and 
KHL levels and making an appearance with Russia’s senior team. He 
was also a top scorer at the U18 worlds with 13 points in seven games. 
He’s undersized and not an amazing skater for his size, but he’s done 
well versus pros because of his tremendous playmaking ability and his 
ability to win battles despite his size. He can make slick one-on-one 
plays, creative plays under pressure and find seams consistently. He’s 
physical and responsible defensively. He could be a more explosive 
skater ideally, but the other elements of his game pop. In a sentence, 
Chibrikov projects as a top-six forward who will be on an NHL power 
play. 

Matthew Coronato, RW, Chicago-USHL 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 183 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 
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Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Coronato was one of the best players in the USHL and among the 
leaders in most offensive categories. Coronato is an undersized forward 
with a lot of skill who can make plays with pace. He’s a strong skater, not 
elite for a small guy, but good enough to be an NHL player. He’s able to 
create controlled entries with his speed and skill, and make tough plays 
to his teammates on the move. Coronato is also able to play the half-wall 
on the power play and find seams as well as finish from distance. He 
killed penalties for Chicago and works hard enough to advance levels 
and win battles despite his size. In a sentence, Coronato projects as a 
versatile second-line NHL winger. 

Kirill Kirsanov, LHD, SKA-KHL 

Sept. 19, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 198 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Kirsanov is an interesting player because he’s a well-rounded but boring 
player. You’re not going to see him make some end-to-end highlight-reel 
rush. He’s 6-foot-1 and doesn’t put up a ton of points, but every coach he 
plays for leans on him. His minutes kept going up at the world juniors, 
he’s already played for Russia’s national team at the senior level, and he 
held his own on a good KHL team and got playoff games. He’s very 
intelligent with the puck, he skates quite well, kills a lot of rushes, and 
has enough puck skill to play on a power play, although that may not be 
his role in the NHL. I could see him being a solid two-way defenseman at 
the NHL level, though. His conditioning is a minor issue. He also signed a 
two-year extension with SKA. In a sentence, Kirsanov projects as a 
reliable top-four defenseman who may not put up a lot of offense, but I’m 
not ruling out him being on an NHL second power-play either. 

Carson Lambos, LHD, Winnipeg-WHL 

Jan. 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 197 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Lambos had a tough season between a mediocre performance in Finland 
and medical issues ending his WHL season early. He remains a top 
prospect due to his tools and underage profile but with more questions 
than a year ago. Lambos has good speed and excellent edges, and is 
able to pivot quickly and escape pressure at a high level while staying 
with fast forwards defensively. Lambos is hard to play against and 
regularly punishes opponents physically. Offensively he’s not flashy but 
has some strong elements with the puck. He makes a good first pass, 
and shows good flashes of offensive-zone vision and puckhandling. In a 
sentence, Lambos projects as a “hard to play against” second-pair 
defenseman who may not be a great power-play guy in the NHL but he 
could be on the second unit. 

Cole Sillinger, C, Sioux Falls-USHL 

May 16, 2003 | six-feet | 197 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Sillinger went to the USHL with the WHL’s delayed start where he was 
one of the league’s best forwards. Sillinger is a smart player, who can 
make seam passes consistently and make creative plays due to his great 
hands and offensive IQ. He can play on the perimeter due to his vision 
and a great one-timer/wrist shot combo, which he gets off with velocity 
and accuracy. He can also play inside. He wins battles, gets to the net, is 
reliable defensively and doesn’t shy from playing physically. His skating 
is an area of concern, with a heavy stride. He likely won’t be able to drive 
entries at the top level. In a sentence, Sillinger projects as a top-six NHL 
forward, whether at center or the wing, who will bring scoring and 
physicality elements to a lineup. 

Aatu Raty, C, Karpat-Liiga 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Raty is one of the biggest mysteries I can recall of the last few years 
watching prospects. He was a go-to player for Finland coming up, as the 
No. 1 center for a solid U18 age group last season and making Finland’s 
U20 team a year before his draft, while also playing well versus men. He 
looked like a high-skill playmaking center with good athletic tools. Then 
this season came and the offense disappeared. Raty’s game looked so 
simple between the junior and Liiga levels and he was cut from the U20 
team. Various scouts have varying theories. Some think he lacks speed. 
Some think he lacks hockey sense. 

I’ve seen enough over the years to still believe in the player, but it’s fair to 
say I approach him with a large degree of caution. He has skill in his 
game. He has quick-twitch hands and is great at handling the puck in 
small areas. He’s a fine, albeit awkward, skater who makes skilled plays 
on the move but needs to add more pace to his game. His playmaking 
and shot are both solid quality, but neither are spectacular. He has some 
physicality to his game and brings energy to shifts. That’s the Raty I think 
is there, and may show up in future years, but he didn’t this season. In a 
sentence, Raty projects as an NHL second-line center after being one of 
my top-ranked prospects coming into the draft season. 

Wyatt Johnston, C, Windsor-OHL 

May 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Johnston didn’t get a season but was a top-three line center for Canada 
at the U18s. Johnston didn’t get power-play time there, but he is a skilled 
forward who can make plays and kept seeing his ice time go up as the 
event went along. This built off a strong underage season. He has great 
in-tight hands, showing the ability to beat defenders one-on-one and 
move pucks through small areas. Johnston can create chances under 
pressure and has the ability to run a power play off the flank. He isn’t a 
perimeter player, though. He attacks the hard areas of the ice, shows 
good second efforts going for loose pucks and is a responsible defensive 
center. Johnston has legitimately grown in the past season, going from 5-
foot-11 to 6-foot-1. He lacks NHL quickness, though, in his skating. In a 
sentence, Johnston projects as a second-line center. 

Brennan Othmann, LW, Flint-OHL 

Jan. 5, 2003 | six-feet | 175 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 
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Shot: Above-average 

Othmann went to Switzerland’s second-tier pro league without an OHL 
season, where he was up and down during that stint. At the U18 worlds, 
he was excellent, though, as one of the better wingers in the tournament, 
which looked more like his strong underage season. Othmann is a skilled 
goal-scorer. He has very quick hands to make plays in small areas and 
beat defenders. He sees the ice well, showing the ability to create 
offense with his vision. His shot can beat goalies from range and is his 
main weapon. He competes well enough to win pucks versus men and is 
quite physical, although he can be a little perimeter. He lacks the ability 
to separate with his skating, which is his main drawback. In a sentence, 
Othmann projects as a second-line NHL winger who will be able to score 
on and irritate opponents. 

Fabian Lysell, RW, Lulea-SHL 

Jan. 19, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 172 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Lysell was up and down this season after a great underage season, 
moving from Frolunda to Lulea midseason where he didn’t play much but 
ended strong at the U18 worlds. Lysell is one of the more talented 
players in the draft, who beats defenders consistently with his 
puckhandling displays. That he’s a great skater, with both good speed 
and edgework and can make very skilled plays at full flight, makes him a 
handful to defend. On his best shift, Lysell is using his skill and speed to 
get around guys and take pucks to the net, or making tremendous plays 
with pace to his teammates. His physical effort comes and goes off the 
puck, but with the puck he plays with courage. In a sentence, Lysell 
projects as a second-line winger who has the talent to dominate an NHL 
shift but may frustrate observers too. 

Samu Tuomaala, RW, Karpat-Jr. A. Liiga 

Jan. 8, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 174 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Tuomaala didn’t have a great club season with Karpat’s junior team, but 
his excellent U18 worlds was a reminder of how good he looked as an 
underager. Tuomaala is an excellent skater and his shifts have a lot of 
energy to them because of how quickly he can transition pucks and dart 
around the offensive zone. He has very good skill and can make plays, 
but his offense comes through his shot and how he can score from 
range. For an undersized forward he stays on the perimeter too much, 
though, and isn’t hard to play against. In a sentence, Tuomaala projects 
as a second-line winger who can be on an NHL power-play unit but may 
also frustrate a coach. 

Fedor Svechkov, C, Togliatti-VHL 

April 5, 2003 | six-feet | 187 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Svehckov played versus men this season, looked like he belonged at the 
pro level and had a solid U18 worlds to finish his season. He’s very 
skilled, showing a lot of confidence and creativity as a puckhandler. 
Svechkov can create for his teammates and shows half-wall playmaking 
ability to go with the plays he can make at pace. Off the puck, he’s 

physical, responsible defensively and killed penalties at the VHL level. 
The skating is fine but lacks the true quick twitch in his feet to push 
defenders back and pressure with speed. In a sentence, Svechkov 
projects as a middle-six NHL center who provides good value at both 
ends but may not be a big-time offensive player. 

Daniil Chayka, LHD, CSKA-KHL 

Oct. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 187 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Chayka has played limited minutes versus men this season and was up 
and down for Russia’s U20 team over the course of the season. His very 
good stretches showed the promise of what you saw in the OHL. He’s a 
big defenseman who can skate like an NHLer and make a good first 
pass, which has a lot of value. The offense in his game will never be 
flashy other than his hard point shot, and while I think he’s smart and 
quick enough to play well at faster paces, his subpar world juniors wasn’t 
inspiring. With his size and feet, he’ll make enough stops to justify not 
having a ton of offense. In a sentence, Chayka has top-pair athletic tools 
but projects as a second-pair NHL defenseman due to a lack of offense. 

Oskar Olausson, RW, HV71-SHL 

Nov. 10, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 180 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Olausson bounced around between multiple pro levels and Sweden’s 
junior level and mostly had success everywhere he went offensively. He 
has NHL-caliber speed and skill to go with good size, which can easily let 
you envision him generating clean zone entries with control. Inside the 
offensive zone, he’s more of a shooter than a passer. He can make good 
plays and does so with pace, but the main offensive threat he has is his 
shot and ability to finish from range. Olausson works fine off the puck, 
he’ll get back defensively but he’s not overly physical and can play on the 
perimeter too much. In a sentence, Olausson projects as a middle-six 
NHL winger due to his speed, skill and shot but may frustrate coaches 
too. 

Sasha Pastujov, RW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

July 15, 2003 | six-feet | 184 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Pastujov has been a very productive player with the U.S. NTDP for the 
last two seasons. He stands out with the puck on his stick because of his 
very quick hands, great vision and ability to finish plays. He scores 
wherever he goes and shows the ability to run a power play at a high 
level. The concern with Pastujov is whether his game translates to the 
NHL at a high level given he’s not a great skater. There are times he 
looks sleepy on the ice due to the skating and subpar compete level. In a 
sentence, Pastujov projects as a middle-six winger who will be a big part 
of a power play but may have issues driving at even strength in the NHL. 

Zachary L’Heureux, LW, Halifax-QMJHL 
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May 15, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 196 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

L’Heureux is hard to miss when he’s on the ice. He’s a little fireball who is 
full of skill. He is a very imaginative puckhandler, with some of the best 
hands in the draft who can beat most defenders with his dekes. If he 
can’t get through someone with his skill, he shows no fear to lower his 
shoulder and barrel towards the net. He’s also quite physical off the puck 
and competes at a high level. For a 5-foot-11 player, he lacks the skating 
ability you’d like to see to separate from checks. The talent and 
production is great, but he was suspended several times this season, 
including for spitting on a player. In a sentence, L’Heureux projects as a 
middle-six NHL winger who will need to control his aggression. 

Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan-QMJHL 

Oct. 22, 2002 | six-feet | 172 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Bourgault is a very skilled forward who has put up huge numbers in the 
QMJHL the last two seasons with 111 points in 92 games. He scored 20 
goals in 29 games in 2020-21. Bourgault stands out with the puck on his 
stick. He’s confident, attempting to make difficult dekes and passes and 
executing at a solid frequency. At higher levels he projects to play on a 
power play. He’s not an exceptional skater, but he will be able to skate at 
an NHL level, and has shown he can make skilled plays on the move and 
play with pace. I wouldn’t describe Bourgault as a physical player or the 
first guy over the boards on the penalty kill, but he backchecks well 
enough and creates turnovers with his hustle. In a sentence, Bourgault 
projects as a middle-six NHL forward, likely on the wing. 

Logan Stankoven, C, Kamloops-WHL 

Feb. 26, 2003 | 5-foot-8 | 170 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Stankoven has been successful between the WHL and international 
levels the last two seasons. Stankoven’s game has a high level of pace 
due to his compete. He creates chances by pressuring turnovers and 
winning puck battles, despite being 5-foot-8.  His skating is more elusive 
than fast and while he’s a good skater he doesn’t have a great top gear 
for a small player. He has very quick hands, showing the ability to beat 
defenders one-on-one, and control pucks in tight at a high level. 
Stankoven has a great wrist shot and projects to be able to beat NHL 
goalies from range. He can make some plays, but his game is more 
direct as opposed to being a cerebral playmaker. In a sentence, 
Stankoven projects as a middle-six forward, likely on the wing in the 
NHL. 

Matthew Knies, LW, Tri-City-USHL 

Oct. 17, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 210 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Below-average 

Knies had a great underage season but his draft season was a struggle 
to produce as much offense as expected. Despite his mediocre point 
totals (42 points in 44 games) I still see a very talented player and he 
was an important player for a top USHL team in all situations. I see a 6-
foot-3 forward with great hands who can beat defenders clean with skill. I 
debated his sense being listed as “average” or “below-average.” I’ve 
seen enough plays from him, particularly as an underage, to say he can 
see the ice, but this past season made me question his sense at times 
and his puck decisions. His game lacks finish as well, although he went 
on a big goal scoring tear to end the season. Knies works hard on the 
ice, winning a lot of battles, killing penalties and taking pucks to the net. 
His skating isn’t the best and will lack the ability to separate at the NHL 
level. In a sentence, Knies projects as an NHL two-way middle-six 
winger. 

Zach Dean, C, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Jan. 4, 2003 | six-feet | 176 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Dean didn’t put up as big numbers (20 points in 23 games) as you would 
have thought he could after his big 16-year-old season, but he did a lot of 
the things that make you like him as a prospect. Dean is a well-rounded 
hockey player. He brings NHL-caliber skill to the table to go along with 
quality skating ability and a high work level. He can beat opponents not 
only with his hands, but also by taking the puck wide and making a hard 
play to the net. He wins a fair number of battles and creates turnovers 
with his hustle. I wouldn’t call him a dynamic playmaker. He can make 
plays with pace and has the vision to create at even strength at the NHL 
level but doesn’t do so consistently. In a sentence, Dean projects to be a 
middle-six NHL forward at center or the wing who can bring speed, grit 
and some scoring. 

Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski-QMJHL 

Feb. 24, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Bolduc’s numbers were good (29 points in 27 games), not as great as 
expected but he got better as the season went on to build off his strong 
underage season. Bolduc is a talented forward who has a lot of elements 
that will translate to the pro game. He can skate well and make highly 
skilled plays on the move. Bolduc has very good hand-eye coordination, 
showing the ability to make unique plays in small areas and around the 
net. He doesn’t have the hard, long-range shot, but Bolduc has shown he 
can score goals and do so by capitalizing on his chances in the slot and 
net areas. He can see the ice well enough, making creative plays and 
moving the puck where he needs to even if that’s not his top asset. His 
compete is good enough. Bolduc won’t run guys over or be your top 
competitor but he wins enough battles. In a sentence, Bolduc projects as 
a middle-six forward, at either center or the wing in the NHL. 

Prokhor Poltapov, LW, CSKA-MHL 

Feb. 1, 2003 | six-feet | 176 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Poltapov had a good, albeit not great, season in the MHL. But his strong 
U18 worlds reminded you of his underage season. Poltapov’s game has 
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a lot of pace and energy in it. He can wind pucks up through the neutral 
zone with speed, and often takes it wide and drives right to the net. The 
amount of effort he puts forth to go with great hands, vision and speed 
will allow him to create offense versus men despite his size. He has a 
good amount of physicality in him and can get under an opponent’s skin. 
In a sentence, Poltapov projects as a middle-six winger who will be able 
to score and agitate with his physicality in the NHL. 

Isak Rosen, RW, Leksands-SHL 

March 15, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 156 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Rosen hasn’t popped yet at the pro level, but as a junior, between the 
J20 and international level, he looks like a dangerous scorer at wing. 
Rosen is very creative with his one-on-one play, showing the ability to 
beat defenders clean with consistency. Rosen has impressive speed and 
is able to make a lot of his skilled plays through defenders and to 
teammates while on the move. His game has a lot of pace to it, which 
should translate to higher levels. Rosen didn’t get a shot grade but he 
shows flashes of an above-average shot. He’s OK off the puck, but he 
doesn’t shy from making plays to the net. In a sentence, Rosen projects 
as a middle-six NHL winger. 

Francesco Pinelli, C, Kitchener-OHL 

April 11, 2003 | six-feet | 185 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Without an OHL season, Pinelli went to Slovenia and was also one of the 
top scorers at the U18 worlds, despite limited minutes at times. Pinelli is 
a highly intelligent player who can make tough plays consistently. He has 
the small-area skills to make checkers miss and the vision to make plays 
off the flank and under pressure. He competes well enough to win puck 
battles even if he’s not overly physical. His skating is elusive, with a 
decent first step and ability to 10-2 around defenders, but he lacks 
separation speed. His toolkit doesn’t scream “first-round pick” and he’s 
listed higher than where my eyes think he should be due to just how 
much he’s shown he can score at various levels. In a sentence, Pinelli 
projects as a middle-six NHL forward who may frustrate a coach if he 
doesn’t score. 

Olen Zellweger, LHD, Everett-WHL 

Sept. 10, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Average 

Zellweger was a very good all-situations player for Everett in his short 
WHL season and a top defenseman at the U18 worlds. His skating 
stands out when you watch him. He has good quickness to lead plays up 
ice, while also having fantastic edgework to evade pressure. He’s an 
undersized player, but Zellweger defends well enough due to his skating 
and compete, closing well on checks and working hard to win pucks. 
Offensively he’s not a dynamo, but he has the skill and offensive hockey 
sense to be a points and power-play type at higher levels, showing the 
instincts to find seams and make tough plays on the move. He’s also one 
of the youngest players in the draft. In a sentence, Zellweger projects as 
a second- or third-pair NHL defenseman who could be on a second 
power-play unit. 

Justin Robidas, C, Val-d’Or-QMJHL 

March 13, 2003 | 5-foot-8 | 173 pounds 

Skating: High-end 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Robidas was an important player on a great junior team this season. 
Robidas plays the game with a lot of speed and energy which is why 
despite being 5-foot-8, I think his game could translate to higher levels. 
He’s a great skater, who often takes pucks up the ice with speed and 
charges right for the net. Off the puck, he hustles to win battles and can 
kill penalties. Robidas shows good instincts as a playmaker, and flashes 
of good puck skills but I wouldn’t call his puck game what gets him to the 
NHL. In a sentence, Robidas projects as a middle-six NHL forward, likely 
on the wing, who will be a fan and coach favorite due to his speed and 
work ethic. 

TIER 6: Projected to play NHL games 

Samu Salminen, C, Jokerit-Jr. A. Liiga 

April 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 186 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Salminen saw his club season end early due to restrictions in the Helsinki 
area but finished well with a big U18 worlds where he was one of 
Finland’s best players. Salminen is a big center who can make plays and 
do so in the hard areas of the ice or off the flank. He gets to the net and 
competes well but isn’t overly physical. He lacks NHL quickness, which is 
the main concern on projecting him to the top level. He has offense, not a 
flashy type, but makes a lot happen consistently when he’s on the ice 
due to his smarts and shows instances of individual skill while also being 
a faceoff ace. Scouts see him as a coach’s favorite type. In a sentence, 
Salminen projects as an NHL bottom-six center with third-line center as a 
realistic outcome. 

Shai Buium, LHD, Sioux City-USHL 

March 26, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 209 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Buium kept progressing as the season went along, becoming an 
important part of a good USHL team by the end. Buium is a big 
defenseman with a high skill level. He has the stickhandling ability and 
creativity to inside-out checkers often off the rush or by making attacks 
off the offensive blue line. He has decent offensive instincts as a 
playmaker to find seams and make a first pass, although that aspect can 
be inconsistent in his game. Buium’s skating is a concern, though, as he 
will struggle with the pro pace due to his inability to escape pressure and 
play fast. He has a good defensive stick and hockey sense but due to the 
skating, I don’t see him as a top defender versus pros. In a sentence, 
Buium projects as a third-pair NHL defenseman with the potential to play 
higher in the lineup. 

Dmitri Kostenko, RHD, Togliatti-VHL 

Sept. 25, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 187 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 
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Kostenko showed well versus men and juniors this season in Russia. He 
stands out with the puck on his stick, has slick hands and the ability to 
fool checkers with his one-on-one plays. He’s a creative passer who 
makes a strong outlet and has blue line poise. Kostenko’s main 
drawback is he has a heavy skating stride. Even though he has a decent 
defensive stick and size, his lack of quickness will make his defending 
questionable as he advances levels, but the offense in his game keeps 
him as a strong prospect. In a sentence, Kostenko projects to play NHL 
games on a third pair with enough offense to advance up a lineup. 

Stanislav Svozil, LHD, Brno-Czech Extraliga 

Jan. 17, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 182 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Svozil had an up-and-down season, and his ranking is more based on his 
toolkit than his performance. He is a 6-foot-1 defenseman who can skate 
and make plays at both ends of the rink. He has enough speed and skill 
to lead a rush and create offense. He can make creative offensive plays 
on his outlets and inside the offensive blue line. His gaps are solid, he 
takes the body and is reliable to play against better players. Some NHL 
scouts think he lacks enough quickness to play in the league but I think 
it’s just good enough. Svozil has shown the ability to play well versus 
men and playing ahead of his age group, which are typical indicators of 
future success. In a sentence, Svozil projects as a third-pair NHL 
defenseman with enough offense to play higher in a lineup crunch. 

Evan Nause, LHD, Quebec-QMJHL 

Jan. 20, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 186 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Nause went to the QMJHL where he quickly became an important player 
in all situations for the Remparts. Nause’s athletic toolkit stands out as a 
6-foot-2 defenseman with good skating ability. He can evade pressure 
well, showing good in-tight quickness and ability to turn up ice. He breaks 
up a lot of rushes and picks off passes due to his skating and IQ and isn’t 
afraid to engage physically and use his big frame either. With the puck he 
isn’t flashy, but he makes a strong outlet with occasions of blue line 
creativity. In a sentence, Nause projects as a third-pair defenseman with 
the potential to play higher in the lineup in the league. 

Artem Grushnikov, LHD, Hamilton-OHL 

March 20, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 198 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Grushnikov didn’t play all season but he has played ahead of his age 
group for years. He’s not a flashy player by any means from a skill 
perspective. He’s intriguing, though, as a 6-foot-2 defenseman who can 
skate. He’s excellent defensively due to how well he closes his gaps with 
his skating and doesn’t mind playing the body as well, landing some 
crushing hits. Offensively I can see him being a good “first-pass 
defenseman” at the higher levels and I’ve seen him on power plays at 
various levels, but that is the aspect of his game that is in question. In a 
sentence, Grushnikov projects as a physical third-pair NHL defenseman 
who has the potential to play higher in a lineup. 

Mackie Samoskevich, RW, Chicago-USHL 

Nov. 15, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 191 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Samoskevich had a good season in the USHL. Slightly more was 
expected of him coming into the year, but he still was one of the more 
dangerous forwards in the league offensively. Samoskevich is a talented 
offensive player who stands out when he has the puck on his stick. He’s 
very skilled, showing the ability to beat opponents often with his stick 
skills and can do so on the move. He skates well enough to play at 
higher levels. Samoskevich can create offense with his skill, but also 
makes plays to his teammates very well and has a shot that can finish 
from mid-range. He’s an undersized player who is just OK off the puck 
and physically. In a sentence, Samoskevich projects as an NHL bottom-
six forward. 

Aleksandr Kisakov, LW, Dynamo Moscow-MHL 

Nov. 1, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 150 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: High-end 

Kisakov was a top scorer at the Russian junior level and a main reason 
his MHL team won the league title. It’s no surprise given his point totals 
(73 points in 61 MHL games in 2020-21) that he’s a player with a lot of 
skill. He is great on the power play and can create chances at even 
strength with his stickhandling and vision. He’s not that big or quick, but 
he projects to play at higher levels because of how hard he works. 
Kisakov attacks the net frequently, getting a lot of goals around the 
crease area. He pressures puck carriers well and kills penalties. He will 
endear himself to coaches with his effort to go with his skill. In a 
sentence, Kisakov projects as a bottom-six NHL winger. 

Olivier Nadeau, RW, Shawinigan-QMJHL 

Jan. 15, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 204 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Nadeau isn’t a flashy player, but he is effective, producing at an 
impressive rate in the QMJHL (45 points in 34 games in 2020-21) and 
relied on in all situations for a good team in Shawinigan. He gets leaned 
on because he’s a big winger who wins a lot of battles and plays well in 
the high-traffic areas. You combine that with a player who can provide 
some offense, with good enough hands and playmaking ability and it’s an 
appealing player at that size. His skating is the major knock, with a heavy 
stride that concerns scouts. In a sentence, Nadeau projects as a 
hardworking bottom-six NHL winger whose skating will be tested at 
higher levels. 

Sean Behrens, LHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

March 31, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 177 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Average 

Behrens is one of the most skilled puck-moving defensemen in the draft 
who was a big part of the U.S. NTDP and its offense. With the puck on 
his stick, he’s always making a play. He makes great outlets, and his 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 16, 2021 

 

seam-pass percentage rate is very high in the offensive zone. He 
displays quick hands and can make tough, skilled plays under pressure. 
The knocks on Behrens are his 5-foot-10 frame and his lack of great 
quickness for a player that size. He defends well at the junior level due to 
his great IQ and also his not being shy to play physically, but there are 
questions on how his game translates to higher levels with his skating. In 
a sentence, Behrens projects as a third-pair NHL defenseman with 
enough skill to be on a power play. 

Vladislav Lukashevich, LHD, Yaroslavl-MHL 

May 23, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 167 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Lukashevich’s athletic tools stand out immediately and draw NHL teams 
to him as a prospect. He’s 6-foot-2 and a strong skater, with good speed 
and flashes of high-end skating with his edgework. He shows instances 
of NHL-quality skill and playmaking. He wasn’t a top scorer as a junior, 
but was on a stacked team and did get a lot of responsibility on that club. 
Lukashevich’s offense will likely come from a good first pass and rushing 
pucks up as opposed to being an NHL power-play type. Defensively he’s 
fine but not amazing. You figure with his size, feet and not being soft he’ll 
progress more in that area over time. A late injury ended his season and 
prevented him from going to the U18 worlds. In a sentence, Lukashevich 
projects as a steady third-pair defenseman who can chip in some 
offense. 

Cameron Whynot, LHD, Halifax-QMJHL 

May 5, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 180 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Whynot’s physical tools jump out to you when you watch him. He’s a 6-
foot-1 defenseman who skates well and can win a lot of battles. His 
speed is good, not great, but he has great edges. He closes his gaps well 
and escapes pressure at a high level with his edges. Whynot is a 
physical player who is solid defensively due to his compete, size and 
skating. The big question on him is his offense. I see Whynot make good 
outlet passes and show flashes of creativity, but inside the offensive zone 
he doesn’t do a ton and his scoring production has never been a selling 
point. In a sentence, Whynot projects as a third-pair NHL defenseman. 

Simon Robertsson, RW, Skelleftea-SHL 

Feb. 5, 2003 | six-feet | 190 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Robertsson impressed at the Swedish junior level before their season 
was canceled. His pro and U18 worlds had good flashes but not 
consistency. Robertsson has very good stick skills, is able to deke 
through checks frequently and create a lot of chances with his skill. He 
can create off the perimeter with his playmaking, finding seams and 
making creative passes, but his shot is more dangerous as a legit mid-
range weapon to pick corners. Robertsson works off the puck and 
creates turnovers with his effort. His main flaw for the NHL is the lack of 
NHL speed and ability to pull away from opponents. In a sentence, 
Robertsson projects as a bottom-six NHL winger. 

Eetu Liukas, LW, TPS-Liiga 

Sept. 25, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 198 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Liukas played limited minutes on a top Liiga team this season. His high 
ranking is more a reflection of his tools and what I’ve seen of him versus 
juniors and his age group where I thought he was good. Liukas is a big-
body winger who can score goals. He has good hands to beat defenders 
one-on-one and make plays in tight. He competes hard off the puck and 
has some physicality, but like a lot of goal scorers, can drift to the 
perimeter looking to get his shot off. His game lacks pace and he doesn’t 
make a ton of plays. In a sentence, Liukas projects as a bottom-six NHL 
winger. 

Tyler Boucher, RW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Jan. 16, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 205 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: High-end 

Boucher is the guy in this year’s draft who the selecting team’s fans could 
love due to his tremendous physicality. But opposing fans will have many 
mad tweets about him. He crushes opponents with frequency and is very 
tough to deal with down low/around the net. He has offense but it won’t 
pop. He can make skilled plays with the puck through defenders but isn’t 
a real cerebral player and lacks NHL quickness. He is what he is, and he 
has a good chance to play in an NHL bottom six if he stays healthy, as 
he’s been injured several times this past season. In a sentence, Boucher 
projects as a bottom-six NHL winger who will be one of the most physical 
players in a game. 

Danila Klimovich, RW, Minsk Zubry-Belarus 

Jan. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 202 pounds 

Skating: Below–average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Klimovich is an extremely tough evaluation case. He played in the 
Belarus junior league all season then lit it up versus good nations at the 
U18 world championship with six goals in five games. He’s a 6-foot-2 
winger with great hands who can make plays through defenders often, 
using his reach and skill. He is a mid-range threat with his wrist shot and 
one-timer. Klimovich is an average skater and passer, which can limit 
him in how dangerous he is off the rush if he can’t beat his checks with 
his hands. He’s also not that good off the puck. In a sentence, Klimovich 
projects as a bottom-six NHL winger who can chip in scoring, but is also 
one of the bigger mysteries of the draft. 

Nolan Allan, LHD, Prince Albert-WHL 

April 28, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Allan’s statistics won’t inspire you (11 points in 81 career WHL games), 
but he is a 6-foot-2 defenseman who can kill a lot of rushes with his gap 
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control, physicality and reach and can kill penalties well. He can make a 
pro-caliber first pass but his game lacks offense due to a lack of puck 
skill and creativity. He’s not going to be leading rushes or running a 
power play at the higher levels but he does show flashes with the puck of 
playmaking instincts. His skating is good enough for his frame and to be 
an NHL player, but his quickness won’t jump out to you. In a sentence, 
Allan projects as a “hard to play against” third-pair NHL defenseman who 
has limited offense. 

Riley Kidney, C, Acadie-Bathurst-QMJHL 

March 25, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 168 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Below-average 

Kidney has a lot of aspects of his game that look intriguing from an NHL 
perspective. He also had a great postseason run for Bathurst (17 points 
in nine games). He has good speed and skill, with the ability to make 
plays on the move but neither attribute is truly dynamic. He works hard, 
winning battles, being hard on pucks despite his size and being not afraid 
to make skilled plays into the hard areas of the ice. He has pro-level 
playmaking ability and I can see him creating offense versus better 
players, even if his game lacks finish. Kidney isn’t a player you will want 
to filter out. In a sentence, Kidney projects to play NHL games due to a 
well-rounded toolkit, but may lack enough for an undersized player to 
stick in a lineup. 

Lorenzo Canonica, C, Shawinigan-QMJHL 

Sept. 3, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 179 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Canonica is a gifted offensive player who looked solid between the 
QMJHL and Switzerland’s U20 team this season. He has a quick-twitch 
skating stride, and is able to create controlled entries with his speed and 
skill. He can put pucks through feet and make tough plays on the move. 
Canonica displays quality offensive instincts as a playmaker, moving the 
puck in creative ways and finding seams. He’s not that big or physical, 
but works hard enough and competes for pucks. He is also one of the 
youngest players in the draft. In a sentence, Canonica projects to play 
NHL games in a bottom-lineup role and can provide some scoring but 
may have issues sticking. 

Dylan Duke, LW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

March 4, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Duke has been a tough evaluation case for me for a long time. You 
watch him and his toolkit looks rather vanilla. He’s 5-foot-10 and is a fine, 
but not explosive, skater for that size. He has skill and playmaking ability, 
but it doesn’t pop. He just works very hard and finds a way to score a lot, 
particularly around the net-front area. There are NHL scouts who don’t 
believe in him, and that’s reasonable, but every time I’ve watched him, he 
drives the play and scores and coaches tend to play him a ton. His game 
may not translate to higher levels but for now, I’m a believer. In a 
sentence, Duke projects to play NHL games due to his skill, scoring and 
work ethic but may have issues sticking due to his size/skating combo. 

Jackson Blake, RW, Eden Prairie-U.S. High School 

Aug. 3, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 158 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Blake was a great high school player, leading his team to a title in 
Minnesota. In the USHL he was up and down but had good stretches. 
Blake is a highly creative offensive player. He shows great puck skills 
consistently in how he attacks defenses and beats his checks. He is a 
very good passer, who can find seams, and makes plays from a standstill 
and on the move. Blake is undersized, but works hard to win pucks, plays 
in the tough areas of the ice and can take a hit. He’s not a great skater 
for a player his size, which may challenge him at higher levels. In a 
sentence, Blake projects to play NHL games due to his skill and work 
ethic but may have issues sticking due to his size/skating combo. 

Aleksi Heimosalmi, RHD, Assat-Finland Jr. 

May 8, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 170 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Heimosalmi was fine but didn’t do a ton for me through the season. At 
the U18 worlds, he really popped and was named defenseman of the 
tournament. Heimosalmi has very intriguing offensive elements with the 
puck. He’s a strong skater, who can make a good first pass, and I’ve 
grown to appreciate his individual skill more with time as someone who 
can create in transition and moving off the blue line. At the junior level 
he’s a solid defender due to his skating, but versus men that will be the 
question at his size without a ton of physicality in his game. In a 
sentence, Heimosalmi projects to play games but may have an issue 
defining a clear NHL role. 

Jack Peart, LHD, Fargo-USHL 

May 15, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 186 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Average 

Peart had an impressive season, as the best player in Minnesota high 
school and a top defenseman for a good team. Peart’s hockey IQ is very 
high. He is the type of defenseman who can play big minutes due to how 
smart he is at both ends of the rink. His exits are very smooth and he 
creates a lot of chances off his first pass. On the power play and 
offensive blue line, he shows poise to find seams and create offense. His 
skating is good enough to escape pressure and create space to make 
plays with his edges but lacks straight-ahead quickness. He defends well 
enough due to his hockey IQ, but the physical tools don’t jump off the 
page as a 5-foot-11 good, but not great, skater. So it remains to be seen 
how his game translates to higher levels. In a sentence, Peart projects to 
play NHL games due to his great hockey IQ, but may have issues 
sticking in the league due to his size/skating combo. 

Anton Olsson, LHD, Malmo-SHL 

Jan. 26, 2003 | six-feet | 198 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 
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Olsson played all season up with men where he held his own. I liked him 
versus juniors at the Swedish J20 level and he had a solid U18 worlds 
too. Olsson is a strong skater, and his skating combined with his puck 
skills make him very dangerous off the rush. He can execute 
puckhandling displays despite not being a big point producer. Olsson 
defends well due to his size, physicality and mobility, and showed he 
could play and defend versus men. Despite his skill, I don’t see him as a 
natural puck-mover who will run a NHL power play and put up a lot of 
points – even if he has that potential – due to his below-average vision. 
In a sentence, Olsson projects to play NHL games but may lack enough 
puck-moving instincts to stick as a full-time player. 

Aidan Hreschuk, LHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Feb. 19, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 188 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Hreschuk was an important player for the U.S. NTDP,  who played all 
situations effectively. He does a lot of good things with the puck. He 
makes skilled plays often, be it quality outlet passes, creative seam 
plays, or putting pucks around opponents. He’s not a blazing-fast skater, 
but he’s quick enough to skate past guys and generate clean 
exits/entries with his skating and skill. Defensively he’s OK. Due to the 
lack of size and high-end skating, he can get beaten wide now and then 
but he’s good enough in that area to make stops. In a sentence, 
Hreschuk projects to play NHL games, but may have issues sticking due 
to his size/skating combo. 

Ryder Korczak, C, Moose Jaw-WHL 

Sept. 23, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 174 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Below-average 

Korczak has been up and down through his three WHL years. There’s no 
denying Korczak can be a dynamic offensive player with the puck and 
one of the most skilled players in the class. His skill and playmaking 
stand out consistently, showing the ability to make tough offensive plays 
and improvise well. He can run a pro power play with his vision, and has 
the skill to make defenders miss often. His pace is fine, but for an 
undersized player who lacks NHL quickness. He can also be a bit 
perimeter, taking too many shots from outside when he hasn’t shown the 
ability to finish from there. He is also going to need to be better off the 
puck. In a sentence, Korzak projects to play NHL games due to his 
tremendous skill, but may lack enough dimensions outside his skill to 
stick. 

Chase Stillman, RW, Sudbury-OHL 

March 19, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 180 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Stillman is a fun player to watch due to the energy he brings to a given 
shift, even if we didn’t get to see much of him this season. He’s a very 
competitive player who can kill penalties and wins a lot of battles. He’s 
grown a few inches over the last year and you can see him projecting 
into a bottom-six NHL forward. He’s not going to be a primary offensive 
type for an NHL team, but he can make plays and his skill level can pop. 
The main drawback is his footspeed. In a sentence, Stillman projects to 

play fourth-line minutes, but may not have enough skill or speed to stick 
in a lineup. 

Brett Harrison, C, Oshawa-OHL 

June 7, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Harrison went to Finland to play some games where he was solid and got 
limited minutes at the U18 worlds. His underage season in Oshawa has 
still been his best hockey. He isn’t a player whose skill set jumps off the 
page, but he’s been productive. He’s an intelligent player who sees the 
ice at a high level and makes difficult plays. Harrison can create offense 
around the net and competes well away from the puck. He has quick 
hands, but I don’t see him create a ton of offense with his skill and speed. 
His game is more of a secondary offensive type who works hard. In a 
sentence, Harrison projects to play fourth-line NHL minutes, but may not 
have enough skill or speed to stick in a lineup. 

Ryan Winterton, C, Hamilton-OHL 

Sept. 4, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Winterton has an intriguing combination of size and skill. He’s creative 
with the puck, showing his hands can beat defenders in unique ways. He 
has instances of good playmaking but I haven’t seen that consistently. 
He’s not an overly physical type, but he works hard enough off the puck 
to win battles. He has a lot of NHL-caliber elements to his game, except 
for his skating as Winterton lacks the quickness to separate at higher 
levels. With no OHL season and a limited role at the U18s, a lot of his 
evaluation is based on his underage year. In a sentence, Winterton 
projects to play NHL games but he may not have enough dimensions to 
be a full-time player. 

Daniil Lazutin, C, SKA-MHL 

July 25, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 180 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Lazutin was one of my top-ranked prospects coming into the season and 
one many scouts thought would be a first-round pick. He didn’t score 
much, and missed time due to various injuries, but ended his season well 
at the U18 worlds, reminding scouts of his great underage season. 
Lazutin is a big center with a high skill level who can break a shift open 
with his puckhandling displays. He’s not much of a playmaker, which is 
not a controversial statement on a player with one assist this season. His 
compete is good enough. He won’t bowl guys over, but he can win 
battles. His skating, I thought, was a strength as an underage, but 
watching him this season I thought his game lacked pace. In a sentence, 
I think Lazutin can play NHL games due to size and skill down the 
middle, but he might lack enough dimensions to stick full time. 

Samuel Helenius, C, JYP-Liiga 

Nov. 26, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 201 pounds 

Skating: Poor 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 
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Compete: Above-average 

Helenius played all season versus men on a bottom Liiga team and held 
his own. He also had a good world juniors. He is imposing as a 6-foot-6 
center who competes hard. He’s a nuisance around the net with his 
screens, tips and creating space. He can kill penalties and win battles 
versus men very well. There is a lack of a “wow” factor in his game with 
the puck, though. He’s not that fast and doesn’t make many plays. His 
game comes down to how much you value a player with his size and 
physicality who has some — but not a ton of — offense. I think there’s 
enough there to be a useful bottom-six forward in the NHL. In a 
sentence, Helenius projects to play NHL games but does not have 
enough skill or speed to stick as a full-time player. 

Ville Koivunen, RW, Karpat-Finland Jr. 

June 13, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 161 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Koivunen had an impressive season between the Finnish junior level and 
the U18 worlds. Koivunen is a forward with a high skill level who can 
make a lot of plays. He shows great individual creativity to beat 
defenders with his stickhandling. He can make tough passing plays in 
small areas, but also can run the power play and create from the 
perimeter. He’s not an exterior player as Koivunen works well in traffic 
and doesn’t shy from going to the net. He’s an undersized player, though, 
who lacks NHL footspeed. In a sentence, Koivunen projects to play NHL 
games but may not stick in a lineup due to his size/skating combo. 

Conner Roulette, LW, Seattle-WHL 

May 13, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 180 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Roulette had a limited season between 11 WHL games and a limited-
minute role at the U18s. He can create with his skill and effort. He’s very 
effective playing around the net and shows no fear from physical play. He 
wins more battles than you would expect for a 5-foot-11 player as well. 
Roulette can make plays through opponents and to his teammates, but 
his game is more direct with high-end one-on-one ability than being a 
cerebral player. The lack of quickness in his skating could hold him back 
from being more than a tail-end of the lineup type. In a sentence, 
Roulette projects to play NHL games but does not have enough 
dimensions in his game to stick as a full-time player. 

Alexei Kolosov, G, Dinamo Minsk-KHL 

Jan. 4, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds 

Athleticism: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Kolosov is a second-year eligible prospect. He’s been on the radar for a 
few years, but his play this season versus KHL opponents and for 
Belarus’ national team really got the attention of evaluators. He’s a very 
quick goalie, showing the quick twitch in his lower body to maneuver 
around the crease easily. He can make the tough save, but doesn’t lose 
control while moving quickly, making good reads. He also moves 
efficiently and squares up pucks. The long-range shot beats him a tad 
too much which is something that’s alarming as an undersized goalie. In 
a sentence, Kolosov projects to play games as a backup goaltender but 
does not have enough elements in his game to be a full-time NHL player. 

Ryan Ufko, RHD, Chicago-USHL 

May 7, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 181 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Average 

Ufko played a large role on a top USHL team in Chicago, playing heavy 
minutes in all situations. Ufko’s game is defined by his hockey sense. He 
is an extremely intelligent puck-mover. He has the vision and patience to 
make plays with the puck at a high rate with his passes at both ends of 
the rink. He can make the simple play well but shows the creativity to 
make tougher plays to create chances. Ufko has an NHL-caliber puck 
game, but the question will be whether a defenseman his size without 
top-end skating can get it done in the NHL, especially defensively. In a 
sentence, Ufko’s hockey sense gives him a real chance to play in the 
NHL, but his skating and size will challenge him at higher levels. 

Guillaume Richard, LHD, Tri-City-USHL 

Feb. 10, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 170 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Richard was a top defenseman for a good USHL team in Tri-City. He’s a 
6-foot-2 blueliner who can skate like an NHLer. The skating allows him to 
close on checks quickly to kill rushes, and easily transition pucks up the 
ice as a puck carrier. Defensively he could be an NHL player, but the 
question is how much offense he’ll bring. As an underage I saw offensive 
touch. In the USHL it was more flashes of skill and vision than 
consistency. In a sentence, Richard projects to play NHL games but 
lacks enough skill to stick in a lineup. 

Artyon Martino, LW, Omaha-USHL 

Sept. 28, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 160 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Martino ended up in the USHL after the BCHL’s delayed start and was a 
big part of a competitive Omaha team. Martino is a high-skill type who 
makes a lot happen with the puck. He doesn’t make a lot of plays through 
defenders, but he shows very quick hands and the ability to make plays 
in small areas. He showed he could run a power-play flank and make 
plays in motion. He’s elusive enough with his skating, but for a smaller 
player, you’d like more straightaway speed. Martino works hard enough 
to win pucks and force turnovers and kill penalties for Omaha but he isn’t 
an overly physical player and can be a bit perimeter. In a sentence, 
Martino projects to play NHL games but his size/skating combo may 
keep him from sticking as a full-time player. 

Ty Gallagher, RHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

March 6, 2003 | six-feet | 188 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Gallagher is a player it took me a while to come around on. He didn’t 
start the season well, often in a limited role for the U.S. NTDP team. He 
ended the season strong, being one of Team USA’s top defensemen at 
the U18 worlds tournament. He has good hands and offensive instincts, 
allowing him to make effective outlets and be creative inside the 
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offensive zone. He also has a hard shot that can score from range and 
be a true power-play threat. He’s a below-average skater which can lead 
to issues in the defensive zone and will challenge him as he advances 
levels. In a sentence, Gallagher’s shot and vision could get him NHL 
games but his skating will likely limit him from being a full-time player. 

Benjamin Gaudreau, G, Sarnia-OHL 

Jan. 11, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds 

Athleticism: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Gaudreau had a tough 16-year-old season in Sarnia where he was often 
asked to face a lot of chances on a nightly basis. In his brief draft season 
he was named top goaltender at the U18 worlds. Gaudreau is a smart 
goaltender, showing good play-reading ability. As an underage, he could 
overslide and be too erratic at times in net, but late in the season and into 
the U18s, he looked poised. He’s not an explosive lateral goalie, but he 
can make tough saves and get to “hard-to-reach” pucks. He’s a tough 
evaluation and given the data we have, there could be a wide range of 
draft outcomes for him. In a sentence, Gaudreau projects to play games 
as a backup goaltender but does not have enough elements in his game 
to be a full-time NHL player. 

TIER 7: Has a chance to play NHL games 

Colton Dach, C, Saskatoon-WHL 

Jan. 4, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 196 pounds 

Skating: Poor 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Dach took a good step this season, becoming a top player for Saskatoon 
and scoring a point per game in the WHL. He’s a big center with very 
good puck skills who can show good flashes of playmaking to go with a 
good goal-scoring touch around the net. He’s fine off the puck, but 
Dach’s major limitation as he advances levels will be the lack of 
quickness in his skating and ability to generate controlled entries despite 
his size and skill. Once he’s in the zone he is dangerous, though. In a 
sentence, Dach’s size and skill give him a chance but it’s questionable 
whether his skating will hold up in the NHL. 

William Stromgren, LW, Modo-Allsvenskan 

June 7, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Stromgren took positive steps this season, becoming a good scorer and 
looking competent versus men. Stromgren’s physical tools are easy to 
spot when he’s on the ice. He’s 6-foot-3, can skate and has great hands. 
He has the ability to create clean zone exits and entries with a high 
frequency due to his reach, speed and skill. His offense is very 
north/south and direct, as while he can make some plays I wouldn’t call 
him a great passer. He’s not a physical player or a top PK option, but 
Stromgren gets to the net and creates around the tough areas of the ice. 
In a sentence, Stromgren has some clear NHL attributes but with his 
sense and compete, his NHL role is unclear. 

Ilya Fedotov, LW, Nizhny Novgorod-MHL 

March 19, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 176 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Fedotov’s toolkit jumps out at you when you watch him. He’s a strong 
skater with a very high skill level who can be dangerous off the rush with 
his speed and reach, getting around defenders often. He has good 
vision, but I wouldn’t call him a natural playmaker. Instead he prefers to 
attack with his skill. Off the puck he’s fine but it’s not the strength of his 
game. The pure tools look top-two rounds all day long, but he did it in a 
lower level of competition (eastern conference of the MHL) without ever 
playing internationally, so I have questions on how he will do versus 
better players. His numbers don’t pop from this season (38 points in 54 
MHL games) but he played on a deep junior team. In a sentence, 
Fedotov has several NHL attributes but his projection is unclear due to 
not seeing him versus higher levels of competition. 

Vincent Iorio, RHD, Brandon-WHL 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 191 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Iorio played an important role on a strong WHL team this season. He 
ticks a lot of boxes between his skating, defending, puck-moving and 
having good size. He’s not a flashy offensive player, although he shows 
you moments where he pops with a creative outlet pass, good seam 
pass or hard shot from the point. I see Iorio more as a steady two-way 
guy who breaks up plays with good gaps and stickwork. He skates pucks 
out of trouble and makes the right plays at both ends of the ice. In a 
sentence, Iorio has qualities that could lead to NHL games, but whether 
he can move pucks well enough at an NHL level will be a question. 

Jack Bar, RHD, Chicago-USHL 

Oct. 7, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 193 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Bar went to Chicago following the BCHL’s delayed start and was solid in 
the USHL. He is a 6-foot-3 right-shot defenseman with value as a first-
pass defenseman who can make stops due to his physicality and reach. 
He makes heads-up plays with the puck out of his zone with flashes of 
offensive creativity inside the offensive blue line. He’s not a power-play 
type, though, at the higher levels. He also shows a hard point shot and 
can score goals. Bar’s skating is decent for his size but his mobility will 
challenge him as he advances levels since he can struggle escaping 
pressure and transitioning pucks. In a sentence, Bar’s size and 
physicality give him a chance to play in the NHL, but a lack of speed/skill 
will be his challenge as he advances levels. 

Ilya Safonov, C, Kazan-KHL 

May 30, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 205 pounds 

Skating: Poor 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Safonov played a limited role on a top KHL team this season while also 
being a useful player for Russia’s U20 team. Safonov is appealing as a 
big center with a high skill level. He’s able to put pucks through 
opponents with ease. He competes well, and combining that drive with 
his hands, he creates a lot of havoc and chances around the net-front 
region. Safonov’s drawback, and why he’s been undrafted, is his skating. 
It’s well below NHL quality and while he’s skilled with the puck he doesn’t 
make many plays. In a sentence, Safonov is a big and very skilled 
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forward who has a chance to play but his skating will be a major issue in 
the NHL. 

Ethan Del Mastro, LHD, Mississauga-OHL 

Jan. 15, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 210 pounds 

Skating: Poor 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Del Mastro was a decent underage player in the OHL. His U18 worlds 
were a solid performance and his only hockey of the season. Del Mastro 
is a big defenseman who is a strong defender. He breaks up a lot of 
rushes due to his reach, physicality and ability to close gaps efficiently. 
His skating is a work in progress and will be the main obstacle for him as 
he advances levels since he can struggle escaping pressure as well as 
play in transition. His game lacks skill and offense, but he can make a 
solid outlet pass and make the basic play out of his own end. In a 
sentence, Del Mastro has a chance to play due to his defensive value but 
his game will need to add pace to be an NHL player. 

Oliver Kapanen, C, KalPa-Finland Jr. 

July 29, 2003 | six-feet | 166 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Kapanen had a strong season in Finland’s junior league, scoring 25 
goals in 37 games. His U18 worlds were less inspiring (no points in four 
games) but he was injured at the tournament. Kapanen is an interesting 
prospect due to his skill and competitiveness. He’s able to make the 
flashy plays through defenders’ sticks and legs, but also is able to play in 
the hard areas of the offensive zone and win physical battles. He shows 
good instances of playmaking as well. I wouldn’t call it the main area of 
strength of his game but it’s in there. With Kapanen, he will need to 
improve his skating to give himself a real chance at the NHL level. In a 
sentence, Kapanen has a chance to play due to his skill, scoring and 
work ethic, but his skating may keep him from the league. 

Liam Dower Nilsson, C, Frolunda-Sweden Jr. 

April 14, 2003 | six-feet | 172 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Dower Nilsson is a highly intelligent and competitive player. He wins a lot 
of puck battles and generates a lot of offense around the net area. He 
can play the hard way and drive the slot to create chances, but he is also 
a creative passer who makes a lot of tough plays around the high-
percentage areas. With Dower Nilsson I appreciate some elements of his 
game a lot, but I worry that he lacks speed, and generally isn’t much of 
an offensive driver. I could see him playing at the tail-end of a lineup. In a 
sentence, Dower Nilsson has a chance to be a bottom-six forward but a 
lack of speed will be a challenge for him in the NHL. 

Tristan Broz, LW, Fargo-USHL 

Oct. 10, 2002 | six-feet | 178 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Broz has been a productive USHL player the last two seasons and was 
an important player for a top USHL team this season in Fargo. His puck 
game is excellent, showing the ability to create often with his puck skills 
and playmaking inside the offensive zone. Broz can make a lot of plays 
to teammates through seams and under pressure. If given time, he also 
has a great shot and can pick corners from mid-range. He works hard 
enough, but I wouldn’t call him a “hard to play against” type, and his 
game could use more pace/quickness. In a sentence, Broz has a chance 
to make it to the NHL due to his skill and scoring but will need to add 
speed/physicality to his game to stick. 

Jakub Brabenec, LW, Brno-Czech Extraliga 

Sept. 11, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 174 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Brabenec is one of the youngest players in the draft who has already 
played versus men and he has an intriguing amount of skill. The hands 
and sense are good enough to be a pick, and he can create off the flank 
but he’s not that quick. I’ve seen flashes of good skating from him and 
I’ve wavered between giving him an average skating grade or below-
average. His effort off the puck is good enough but not what stands out 
about him. He was one of the Czech Republic’s top players at the U18 
worlds. In a sentence, Brabenec has a chance to play in the NHL due to 
his skill, but a lack of speed/physicality will hinder his possibilities. 

Janis Jerome Moser, LHD, Biel-Bienne-NLA 

June 6, 2000 | six-feet | 172 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Moser was a productive all-situations defenseman in the top Swiss 
league as a 20-year-old. He’s an intelligent and efficient defenseman 
who lacks flash. Moser makes a strong outlet pass and has some blue 
line poise. He is smart defensively and hard on his checks, showing a 
high compete level even if he doesn’t bowl guys over. With the puck he 
doesn’t make a ton happen with skill or speed. The stride is technically 
smooth, but he lacks explosiveness and the ability to pull away from 
guys. In a sentence, Moser has a chance because he is a smart, 
competitive defender who has played well versus men but his skating 
may keep him from the NHL. 

Daniil Pylenkov, LHD, Podolsk-KHL 

Sept. 26, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 194 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Pylenkov took significant steps as a third-year draft-eligible defenseman, 
playing a significant role for his KHL team and at times with the Russian 
national team. He’s a solid two-way defenseman who can transition 
pucks with his feet and hockey sense, and make a lot of stops. I debated 
giving his skating a higher grade as he shows good flashes of quickness, 
but not consistently. I like his offensive instincts with the puck to make 
plays with occasions of higher-quality skill. In a sentence Pylenkov may 
never be the flashiest player, but there’s enough to his game to give him 
a chance to play at the bottom of an NHL lineup. 

Albert Sjoberg, RW, Sodertalje-Allsvenskan 

March 19, 2003 | six-feet | 183 pounds 
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Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Sjoberg is a solid north/south winger who was a decent junior this season 
and looked competent versus men. He skates well and works hard to win 
battles, which is why scouts think his game will translate to higher levels. 
Offensively he has great hands and can shoot the puck. While he has 
some individual skill, I find he doesn’t make many plays and can be 
simple offensively. How much he’ll score at higher levels is a question. In 
a sentence, Sjoberg has a chance to play in the NHL due to his skating 
and compete, but his offensive touch may keep him from the league. 

Brent Johnson, RHD, Sioux Falls-USHL 

March 20, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 161 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Johnson was a top player for Sioux Falls and one of the more dangerous 
defensemen in the USHL with the puck on his stick. He has attributes 
that jump out at you. Johnson is a good skater, he has individual skill, he 
can make plays to his teammates, and he has a shot that can beat 
goalies clean. Inside the offensive zone he can make a lot of skilled plays 
to create offense and projects as a power-play asset at higher levels. 
Johnson is an undersized defenseman who has issues in his own end, 
though, both in terms of his checking and puck management. In a 
sentence, Johnson has a chance due to his offensive skill, but he’ll need 
to become more well-rounded to be an NHL player. 

Scott Morrow, RHD, Shattuck St. Mary’s-U.S. High School 

Nov. 1, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Below-average 

Morrow played most of the year at Shattuck’s U18 team — for a third 
season — but did get some time with Fargo in the USHL to end 2020-21. 
It’s been tough to get a read on him due to the caliber of opponent he’s 
played, but he has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s 6-foot-2, highly skilled, and 
can skate with NHL players. His skating has progressed over time into a 
strength, showing the ability to lead an attack and walk the line. He is 
very confident with the puck and attacks with his skill. He can make 
plays, but he overcomplicates the game and makes some questionable 
decisions. Defensively he’s just OK. He can be a bit soft on his checks 
and lack physicality. In a sentence, Morrow has some NHL qualities that 
give him a chance, but has to add elements to his game to allow him to 
play. 

Manix Landry, C, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Nov. 23, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 178 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Landry didn’t put up big numbers this season, but I saw a player with a 
good work level and a puck game that impressed. He wins a lot of battles 
despite not being the biggest player, willing his way to scoring chances 
and creating turnovers. He has a quick stick and can make plays off the 

perimeter to his teammates. He shows some half-wall power-play ability 
too, although he likely won’t be that as a pro. Landry lacks quickness, 
with some instances of good speed but he typically doesn’t have the 
ability to separate. In a sentence, Landry’s skill and work ethic give him a 
chance, but his size/skating combo may keep him from the league. 

Dmitry Zugan, C, CSKA-MHL 

Nov. 23, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Zugan is an excellent skater who will be able to transition pucks through 
the neutral zone at the highest levels due to his speed. He has good 
hands and is able to put pucks through defenders while on the move. He 
works hard, showing the ability to force some turnovers with his effort. He 
can also kill penalties and be a relied-on player for coaches. Zugan isn’t 
the biggest forward and it’s a reasonable question on how much offense 
he can generate versus better players. In a sentence, Zugan projects to 
play NHL games due to his skating but he may not have enough 
dimensions other than that to stick. 

Tristan Lennox, G, Saginaw-OHL 

Oct. 21, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 190 pounds 

Athleticism: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Lennox had no season other than Canada’s U20 camp. While his pure 
numbers may not excite on a quick search (3.63 goals-against average 
and .876 save percentage in 33 games in 2019-20), he has an NHL 
toolkit and has shown he can raise his game over the years. Lennox is a 
goalie with NHL size and sense. He tracks plays well, anticipating passes 
and generally being in the right position at a high level. He does lack true 
top-level quickness, and though he shows good flashes of being able to 
make the tough save, it’s questionable if he will be able to do that in the 
NHL. The skill set is still good enough to be a backup goalie but he will 
need to cut down on the long-distance goals that go in on him. In a 
sentence, Lennox has a chance to make it due to his size and sense but 
he needs to prove he can stop enough pucks to be an NHL goalie. 

Joshua Roy, RW, Sherbrooke-QMJHL 

Aug. 6, 2003 | six-feet | 190 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Roy was the No. 1 pick in his QMJHL draft year. He was traded 
midseason from Saint John to Sherbrooke and overall had a productive 
season in 2020-21. He’s a very skilled player who can make tough plays 
through defenders. He can shoot the puck, but I find he’s at his best 
when he’s using his skill and creating for his teammates. Roy isn’t a 
physical player and needs work off the puck. He has subpar footspeed 
and scouts question whether his game translates to the NHL. He’s a 
tough player to figure out and one of the more divisive players in the draft 
due to his great skill and production, but also his warts. In a sentence, 
Roy’s skill and scoring give him a chance to play in the NHL, but his lack 
of speed and physicality will be a challenge versus men. 

William Trudeau, LHD, Charlottetown-QMJHL 

Oct. 11, 2002 | six-feet | 189 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 
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Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Trudeau was an important player for one of the top QMJHL teams. His 
puck game stands out, in terms of his first passes out of the zone and 
ability to make plays inside the offensive zone. He shows flashes of great 
hands, and I debated giving him a higher puck-skills grade. Trudeau also 
has a great shot, showing the ability to beat goalies clean from the point. 
Due to his hockey IQ, he defends well in junior, but Trudeau isn’t the 
quickest skater. His skating ability will be his main issue on whether he 
makes it at the highest level. In a sentence, Trudeau has enough offense 
to have a chance, but his skating could hold him back. 

Thomas Milic, G, Seattle-WHL 

April 14, 2003 | six-feet | 170 pounds 

Athleticism: Average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Milic didn’t get much of a season in — nine games in the WHL and a few 
starts at the U18s — but he looked promising in that abbreviated year. 
Milic is a highly intelligent goalie. His movements are very efficient in goal 
and he seems to always make good decisions between how he reads the 
play, moves around the crease and challenges/uses his stick. The 
athletic profile doesn’t jump out at you. He’s six-feet and quick, but not 
overly quick and there aren’t a lot of NHL goalies who look like that. But 
his hockey sense/technical skill gives him a chance. In a sentence, Milic 
has a chance to play games as an NHL backup goaltender but may not 
have enough elements in his game. 

Aku Koskenvuo, G, HIFK-Finland Jr. 

Feb. 26, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 173 pounds 

Athleticism: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Koskenvuo didn’t put up great numbers this past season (2.92 goals-
against average and .893 save percentage in 13 games with HIFK) but 
he’s still a goalie who drew the attention of NHL scouts. Koskenvuo looks 
like a pro goaltender due to his size, good quickness and great 
smarts/reads in goal. The lateral agility is solid for his size but not 
amazing relative to NHL standards. He also has a tendency to let in soft 
goals, in part due to his busy glove hand. In a sentence, Koskenvuo 
didn’t have a good season but he has a chance to play in the NHL due to 
his toolkit. 

Maxim Motorygin, G, Dynamo Moscow-MHL 

Dec. 24, 2002 | six-feet | 178 pounds 

Athleticism: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Motorygin is an entertaining goalie to watch due to his high-level 
quickness. He’s able to get to pucks other goalies can’t due to how 
quickly he explodes across the crease and recovers. He reads plays very 
well, not overreacting and staying square despite how quick he moves. 
He’s aggressive with his challenges and poke checks, arguably too 
aggressive at times. His main drawback is his size at six-feet, which is 
well below NHL standards. He’s a competitive goalie who fights through 
traffic for a small guy. Some may even say he’s got a good motor. His 
puck playing can be an issue at times. In a sentence, Motorygin has a 
chance to play due to his elite quickness and great poise, but his size 
may limit him at higher levels. 

Noah Meier, LHD, ZSC-NLA 

Sept. 24, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 172 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Meier is a steady two-way defenseman who does a lot of good things on 
the ice and looked competent versus men this season. He also looked 
good at the U20 level for Switzerland. He’s a strong skater who can close 
on checks and escape pressure. He can transition pucks due to a good 
first pass and his ability to skate pucks up ice. He’s not a big point 
producer but there is offense in his game, and his skill will flash high 
quality on occasion in terms of making checkers miss with his 
stickhandling or making a tough seam pass. He’s not that big or physical 
so he may not be a top defender, but due to the skating he should be 
competent as he advances levels. In a sentence, Meier has a chance 
due to his skating and IQ but his game may be too vanilla to carve out an 
NHL role. 

Jimi Suomi, LHD, Jokerit-Finland Jr. 

March 1, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 147 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Jimi Suomi, aka Jimi Finland, was a solid junior player this season. 
Suomi is a tremendous skater, with the ability to transition pucks up ice at 
higher levels. He’s also a threat to attack with his speed. He’s got some 
offensive touch and instincts, but they don’t pop like his skating and he 
didn’t produce that much offense this season. Suomi is also an 
undersized defenseman who has issues defending due to his size and a 
lack of physicality. In a sentence, Suomi has a chance to make the NHL 
due to his skating, but needs to round out his game. 

Viljami Marjala, LW, Quebec-QMJHL 

Jan. 29, 2003 | six-feet | 178 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Shot: Below-average 

Marjala was a productive and important player for Quebec. He is a skilled 
playmaker who can see the ice at a high level off the flank and hit seams 
consistently. Marjala can make plays through defenders but lacks the 
quickness to execute those kinds of plays on the move. He controls 
pucks quite well, though, and makes tough plays in small areas. While he 
works hard enough he’s not an overly physical player and can drift to the 
perimeter. You would have liked to have seen him score a few more 
goals (five in 30 games in 2020-21), as his game can lack finish. In a 
sentence, Marjala’s skill and vision give him a chance but his game may 
have too many holes to play in the NHL. 

Dmitry Kuzmin, LHD, Minskie Zubry-Belarus 

April 23, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 178 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Kuzmin is a talented defenseman who had a strong U18 worlds as a top 
player for a Belarus team that surprised. He also played all of his club 
season in the Belarus pro league. Kuzmin has the skating and skill that 
will translate to higher levels and allow him to transport pucks up ice. He 
has moments where he can create offense out of nothing. I’m not sold 
that he’s a true playmaker/high-level puck-mover in the NHL who can use 
these attributes as an undersized defenseman at the same time. In a 
sentence, Kuzmin has an intriguing talent base even for an undersized 
player, but I need to see more from him over a longer sample size to say 
he will be an NHL player. 
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Xavier Simoneau, C, Drummondville-QMJHL 

May 19, 2001 | 5-foot-7 | 174 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Simoneau has gone through the draft a few times and although he’s 
been a good junior in that timeframe it’s easy to understand why he’s yet 
to be picked. He’s very small at 5-foot-7 and he’s a strong skater, but for 
that size, he’s not as explosive as you’d like. He has offensive skill and 
playmaking ability, which can be very good at times but it’s not elite. I see 
enough skill with him, plus he has a high effort level and a well-rounded 
game. All this, along with enough quickness, makes me think he has a 
shot. In a sentence, Simoneau’s speed, scoring and work ethic give him 
a chance at the NHL but he’s so small and not dynamic offensively. 

James Malatesta, LW, Quebec-QMJHL 

May 31, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 179 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Malatesta doesn’t jump out at you initially when you watch him as an 
undersized player. He doesn’t have speed or skill that truly pops and his 
numbers went down this season from his great underage year — from 
0.76 points per game in 2019-20 to 0.72 in 2020-21. He buzzes around 
the ice, though due to his work ethic. He’s constantly in the mix of things 
physically, winning more battles than he should for his size and creates a 
lot of turnovers. Malatesta has the hockey sense to create plays off the 
perimeter and shows flashes of offensive creativity, but I don’t see him as 
a true scorer at the higher levels. Ideally his skating gains another step, 
but he’s quick enough to play versus men. In a sentence, Malatesta has 
a chance due to his work ethic and scoring, but as a small player without 
dynamic qualities, it will be tough versus men to carve out a spot in the 
NHL. 

Viljami Juusola, LHD, Karpat-Finland Jr. 

April 19, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 156 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Juusola has played well for Finland internationally over the years, 
including playing up age groups. He’s never been a big offensive type, 
though, which isn’t ideal as an undersized defenseman. His sense allows 
him to be a good player at various levels. He can defend and move 
pucks versus good players due to his hockey IQ and decent feet. He 
lacks much offensive flash in terms of his skill and lacks top-end speed 
but wherever he goes, coaches tend to lean on him. In a sentence, 
Juusola has enough skating, sense and offense to have a chance but his 
game may be too bland to make it to the NHL. 

Dmitrii Katelevskii, C, Kazan-VHL 

Jan. 17, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 190 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Katelevskii played versus men this season and looked good in Russia in 
their second division. At the U18 worlds, he didn’t score much but saw 

his responsibility increase as the tournament progressed. Katelevskii is a 
center who has some skill, can kill penalties and can create in the 
tougher parts of the offensive zone. He’ll make a creative play with the 
puck here or there, but his playmaking and puck game don’t stand out. 
His skating also isn’t at NHL quality yet. In a sentence, Katelevskii has a 
chance to play due to his size, work ethic and some offense, but his 
skating will need to progress. 

Caedan Bankier, C, Kamloops-WHL 

Jan. 26, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 190 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Bankier was a good player for a top WHL team, seeing his responsibility 
go up as the short season progressed for Kamloops. Bankier is a big 
center with a legit skill level and he’s able to make creative plays in small 
areas. He shows good offensive instincts in how he improvises and 
creates for his teammates. Bankier isn’t overly physical, but he competes 
well enough and can PK. He’s not the best skater and will struggle to 
separate off his checks at higher levels. In a sentence, due to his skill 
and size he has a chance to play in the NHL but his skating may hold him 
back from doing so. 

Zakhar Bardakov, C, Podolsk-KHL 

Feb. 24, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 198 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Bardakov isn’t going to be a big pro scorer or the flashiest player, but he 
endears himself to scouts and coaches due to his great work ethic and 
physicality, especially given his large frame. As the season went along 
between his KHL, WJC and senior national team play, he kept winning 
over more scouts. He gives opponents fits with his forechecking and play 
in the hard areas. Bardakov can make the odd good play with the puck, 
but he doesn’t have much individual skill. His skating and lack of 
quickness is my main source of concern in projecting him to the NHL. In 
a sentence, Bardakov has a chance due to his physicality, but without 
much speed or skill it would be tough to find an NHL spot for him. 

Vasily Atanasov, C, Khanty-Mansiysk-MHL 

Sept. 25, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 147 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Atanasov’s game has a lot of speed and energy. He has a quick-twitch 
skating stride that allows him to transition pucks up ice well. He’s hard on 
pucks, forcing a lot of turnovers with his effort and skating, and is a good 
two-way forward. He makes plays through defenders with his puck skills 
consistently and does so on the move. He has some playmaking ability, 
but the question on Atanasov is how much offense is in his game, 
particularly for an undersized forward, as he didn’t score that much for 
his age in the MHL. In a sentence, Atanasov has a chance at the NHL 
due to his speed and work ethic with some skill, but given his size and 
lack of great production he may not make it. 

Matvey Petrov, LW, Krylya Sovetov Moscow-MHL 

March 12, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 178 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 
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Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Petrov was the No. 1 pick in the CHL Import Draft to North Bay but 
played in Russia all season where he was solid in the junior league there. 
He’s a player who stands out with the puck on his stick. He makes skill 
plays frequently through defenders and shows a lot of creativity as a 
playmaker from the perimeter and in small areas. Petrov also has a big 
shot that can score from range. He has a technically smooth skating 
stride, but it lacks quickness to separate from opponents. Petrov can play 
too much on the perimeter, though, and while he can score from there 
you’d like to see him generate more in the high-percentage areas. In a 
sentence, Petrov has a chance due to his skill and scoring, but he will 
have to add elements to play in the NHL. 

Niko Huuhtanen, RW, Taapara-Jr. A. Liiga 

June 26, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 204 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Above-average 

Huuhtanen is a tough evaluation because he has a lot of appealing pro 
elements and several significant flaws. He’s a big winger who is very 
physical. He has slick one-on-one skill to beat defenders consistently. He 
can make creative plays, but his shot is his calling card, with a very hard 
release that can beat goalies clean from distance. Huuhtanen’s skating 
and consistency are not the best. It’s not clear if he can be a driver 
versus men due to his lack of quickness and playmaking on top of some 
conditioning issues. In a sentence, Huuhtanen has a chance to make the 
NHL due to his skill and shot, but his game has a lot of limitations. 

Carson Latimer, RW, Edmonton-WHL 

Jan. 10 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 181 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Latimer’s athletic tools jump out to you right away when you watch him at 
6-foot-1 with the kind of skating that will excel in the NHL. He darts 
around the offensive zone and can push the pace off the rush. He wins a 
lot of battles due to his skating and a decent compete level, although I 
wouldn’t call him a “hard to play against” type. With the puck, he has 
good moments with his skill and vision, but also stretches where he 
doesn’t do much and looks limited with his puck game. In a sentence, 
Latimer has a chance due to his great skating, but he will need to prove 
he can bring other elements to an NHL lineup. 

Robert Baco, RW, Karlovy Vary-Czech Jr. 

Feb. 5, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 210 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Baco hasn’t been an overly productive junior player but he has tools that 
could help him score at higher levels. In particular, the fact he’s 6-foot-3 
with very good puck skills should help him. He’s shown he can play 
versus good players and create some offense due to his skill and work 
ethic. He has off-puck value, winning battles and backchecking well. 
Baco’s skating may limit him, though, and I don’t see his offensive 
instincts as all that impressive either with the puck. In a sentence, Baco 

has a chance due to his size, compete and skill but he will need to play 
faster to get to the NHL. 

Miguel Tourigny, RHD, Blainville-Boisbriand-QMJHL 

Feb. 9, 2002 | 5-foot-8 | 165 pounds 

Skating: High-end 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Shot: Above-average 

Tourigny emerged as one of the top defensemen in the QMJHL. He 
stands out with the puck on his stick due to his tremendous skating, 
showing the quick-twitch stride to escape pressure and lead rushes well 
versus men. He has good creativity and instincts with the puck – being 
able to find seams – and is a power-play weapon due to having a great 
shot to go with his skill. The downside for Tourigny is he’s a 5-foot-8 
defenseman who is decent defensively, but not amazing in that regard 
with questions on how he’ll defend versus men. In a sentence, Tourigny’s 
skating and offense give him a chance to make it to the NHL, even as a 
tiny defenseman. 

Cole Huckins, C, Acadie-Bathurst-QMJHL 

May 14, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 200 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Huckins took positive steps this season and was an important player for 
Bathurst. He’s a big forward with a high skill level. He shows confidence 
and creativity with the puck, often beating opponents with his one-on-one 
dekes. He won’t be a top playmaker on an NHL team, but he can find his 
teammates well enough to create chances. Off the puck, he’s decent and 
shows a physical edge to go with his big frame, but he can also be a bit 
perimeter. The main drawback with Huckins is his skating as he will 
struggle to pull away and create space for himself at the NHL level. In a 
sentence, Huckins has a chance due to his size, skill and scoring but his 
game may have too many flaws to play in the NHL. 

Jayden Grubbe, C, Red Deer-WHL 

Jan. 12, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 200 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Grubbe started off his abbreviated season well before a knee injury 
ended his WHL campaign. When healthy, Grubbe is a big center with 
skill. He has the one-on-one ability to beat opponents clean with his 
stickhandling. He’s not an overly creative playmaker, but due to his frame 
and work ethic, he’s able to create a lot around the hard areas of the 
offensive zone and make skilled plays in small areas. His quickness is 
decent for his frame but he lacks the ability to separate from his checks. 
In a sentence, Grubbe’s size and hands give him a chance at the NHL, 
but he’s a hard player to get a read on because he hasn’t played much 
high-level hockey the last two years. 

Josh Doan, RW, Chicago-USHL 

Feb. 1, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 183 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 
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Compete: Average 

Doan, the son of longtime NHLer Shane Doan, was one of the top 
forwards in the USHL this season as a second-year draft eligible. Josh 
Doan’s offensive touch popped this season (70 points in 53 games) after 
not showing as well in his first USHL season. He exhibited slick one-on-
one ability and displayed the offensive creativity to generate chances for 
his teammates as well. He works hard, he’ll go to the net, he can win 
battles along the boards and is solid defensively. With Doan, his major 
drawback is a lack of NHL-caliber footspeed. In a sentence, Doan has 
enough skill and work ethic to have a chance, but his skating may keep 
him from the league. 

Kyle Masters, RHD, Red Deer-WHL 

April 9, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Masters played a big-minutes role for Red Deer showing he could be 
effective at both ends of the rink. Masters makes a lot of plays with the 
puck. He executes strong outlets, shows good blue line poise in how he 
distributes and has strong one-on-one skill to beat checkers off the rush. 
The skating stride isn’t explosive, but the stride technique is smooth 
enough that I debated giving it a higher grade. Some NHL scouts 
disagree with me and think he’s a strong skater. His statistical profile 
doesn’t excite (10 points, all assists, in 20 games in 2020-21), but I see 
enough NHL attributes in his game where he could provide value. In a 
sentence, Masters’ puck game gives him a chance but his skating could 
hinder him versus pros in the NHL. 

Jacob Holmes, LHD, Sault Ste. Marie-OHL 

July 4, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 205 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Above-average 

Compete: Average 

Holmes didn’t play this season and played limited minutes as an 
underage with his OHL club the previous season so he’s a tough player 
to get a read on. My thoughts are based on the little I saw in the OHL and 
a lot from his play with Canada’s U17 team — both stints came in 2019-
20. I liked Holmes’ hockey sense a lot. I see a player who has the poise 
to make blue line plays to create a lot of offense. He also makes strong 
outlets. His skating is fine, but overall the quickness and defending ability 
could use work. In a sentence, Holmes needs to round out his game but 
he has a chance to play in the NHL due to his hockey sense. 

Nikita Novikov, LHD, Dynamo Moscow-MHL 

July 25, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 196 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Novikov didn’t get a lot of responsibility as one of the youngest players 
on the MHL’s best team, but he had good flashes. I also liked his U18 
worlds where his responsibility kept going up as it went on. Novikov is a 
big defenseman who is a decent skater for a guy his size, even if he’s not 
overly quick. He can pass pucks up the ice well and has some blue line 
poise. Defensively he’s solid enough due to his reach and physicality. 
The lack of pace in his game hurts him in transition both ways. In a 
sentence, Novikov has a chance to play in the NHL due to his size and 
sense but needs more pace in his game. 

Topias Vilen, LHD, Pelicans-Liiga 

Apr. 1, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 194 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Vilen played versus men this season on a good Liiga team and didn’t 
look out of place. He was also one of Finland’s top minute eaters at the 
U18 worlds. He’s an intelligent puck-mover who can make a first pass 
versus men and can make stops. His skating is OK. His edges are good, 
but he lacks straight-away quickness. The skating is good enough to 
defend in Liiga but as he advances levels the question will be whether he 
has enough mobility or skill to fill a role in the NHL. In a sentence, Vilen 
has a chance to play due to his hockey sense but his mobility may 
prevent him from making the NHL. 

Nikita Buruyanov, C, Dynamo St. Petersburg-MHL 

Oct. 2, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 172 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Buruyanov is a smaller forward with good, but not great, speed. Still, I 
think he has a chance to play because of his great offensive abilities. 
With the puck, he makes a lot happen with his one-on-one moves, and 
he’s a very creative passer. He makes a lot of plays under pressure and 
can play in the hard areas of the ice. He can also kill penalties. At his 
size, it will be hard for him to play in the NHL without an extra step of 
speed in his skating. In a sentence, Buruyanov has a chance to make the 
NHL due to his skill and compete but will need to add quickness. 

Nikolai Makarov, LHD, CSKA-MHL 

Jan. 12, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 190 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Makarov’s profile is a lot of projection as a 6-foot-3 defender who skates 
well. He has an athletic toolkit that has potential and he’s done well with 
Russia’s national team, but he had five points in 40 games in the MHL 
this season and the lack of offense is a concern. I’ve seen him make 
good outlet passes, and show moments of creativity from the offensive 
blue line, but those moments are rare. He defends well and he did look 
good with Russia’s U18 team to end the season in a defensive role, but 
he’s not overly physical. In a sentence, Makarov’s size and skating give 
him a chance at the NHL but his game is devoid of offense. 

Jack Matier, RHD, Ottawa-OHL 

April 8, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 200 pounds 

Skating: Poor 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Matier played a limited role for Ottawa as an underage. His only hockey 
of the season was at the U18s for Canada where he was their seventh 
defenseman, so there is a lot of projection in his game due to the lack of 
sample size. Matier is a big defenseman with good hockey sense. He’s a 
strong defender due to his size and reach and can kill penalties. 
Offensively he makes a good outlet pass and shows some blue line 
vision to make plays. His skating is a significant issue, though, for 
projecting him to the NHL level as his game lacks a lot of pace. In a 
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sentence, Matier has a chance to play due to his size and sense but his 
skating may keep him from the NHL. 

Daniil Sobolev, RHD, Windsor-OHL 

March 3, 2003 | six-feet | 210 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Sobolev didn’t play all season with the OHL not going, but he showed 
promise as an underage in Russia. He’s not a flashy offensive player, 
only recording six points in 48 MHL games in 2019-20, but he can make 
a good first pass. Sobolev’s value comes on the defensive end. He’s a 
mobile, physical defender who has grown a few inches over the last year. 
He makes a lot of stops and has enough of a puck game and straight-
ahead speed to transport pucks. In a sentence, Sobolev has a chance at 
the NHL due to his skating and physicality but a lack of offense will be his 
struggle at higher levels. 

Verner Miettinen, C, Espoo-Finland Jr. 

April 7, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 165 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Miettinen’s physical toolkit doesn’t pop initially given he’s 5-foot-11, not a 
great skater and while skilled, he won’t dazzle with the puck. He gets the 
most out of that package due to his smarts and work ethic. Miettinen 
does show flashes of skill and can create offense through his 
playmaking. He creates turnovers, gets to the net and is a reliable 
defensive forward. His game may not translate to higher levels due to the 
lack of quickness. In a sentence, Miettinen has a chance due to his 
compete and having some offense, but his skating may prevent his game 
from reaching the NHL. 

Connor Kurth, RW, Dubuque-USHL 

July 30, 2003 | six-feet | 207 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Kurth didn’t put up a ton of points this season (41 points in 52 games) in 
the USHL, but when watching him you saw signs of a player with 
intriguing skill and hockey sense for the higher levels. Kurth can create in 
small areas and make tough plays to his teammates. He’s not overly 
physical or a PK type, but Kurth does create some turnovers and wins 
battles. His skating is the main limitation. He has a short stride without 
much power and his conditioning could be better as well. In a sentence, 
Kurth’s skill and hockey sense give him a chance but with his skating it’ll 
be tough to play in the NHL. 

Simon Knak, LW, Portland-WHL 

Jan. 27, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 194 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Knak was passed over in the 2020 draft, but he could be picked this 
summer after a much stronger second WHL season where he was one of 
the top forwards in the U.S. division. He showed well in Switzerland’s pro 

level too, where he played 25 games to go along with his 24 in Portland. 
Knak is a competitive forward who can play on the PK and play hard 
minutes, but with some skill. His game isn’t that flashy and he attacks in 
straight lines, but does so effectively. His skating is just OK and that will 
be his main challenge for the NHL with the way he plays. In a sentence, 
Knak has a chance at the NHL due to his work ethic and skill, but his 
skating may hold him back. 

Matvei Nadvorny, RW, Dynamo Moscow-MHL 

Feb. 17, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 174 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Nadvorny was a good – albeit not overly-productive – player in the MHL 
playing on the best team in the league. His season ended in January due 
to a lower-body injury. When healthy, he’s a very quick and competitive 
player who brings a lot of energy. He has enough skill to be shifty in open 
ice and make dangerous north/south rushes. There isn’t a lot of 
cerebral/playmaking ability in his game, but he attacks the net and 
creates around the high-percentage areas. In a sentence, Nadvorny’s 
skating and work ethic give him a chance, but as a small forward without 
big numbers it’ll be hard to see his path to the NHL. 

Josh Williams, RW, Edmonton-WHL 

March 8, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Williams is a third-year eligible prospect who has been on the draft radar 
for a while. He stepped up this season to become a top player on one of 
the best teams in the CHL. Williams has always had offensive skill and 
goal-scoring ability, but has been passed over due to his skating. He also 
lacks great off-the-puck elements. The skating is still a concern, but I’ve 
seen an attempt to round out his game, enough to at least give him a 
puncher’s chance as a pro given his size and skill. In a sentence, 
Williams has a chance to play in the NHL due to his skill and scoring 
touch but will need to improve his skating. 

Ben Roger, RHD, London-OHL 

Nov. 3, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 200 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Roger barely played in the 2020 season on a deep London team. When 
he did play you saw a toolkit that has a chance to make it as a pro. At 6-
foot-4 he’s not a burner, but he’s a strong skater for that size with a 
technically smooth stride that you could see translating to higher levels. 
With the puck, he had occasional flashes but I can’t say that aspect stood 
out. In a sentence, Roger is an NHL longshot due to limited high-level 
experience, but has a chance to play due to a good skating/size 
combination. 

Victor Stjernborg, C, Vaxjo-SHL 

May 22, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 202 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 
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Stjernborg is not a player that will pop out to you in a typical way, but he’s 
a player coaches love, which is how at 17 years old, he found his way 
into a regular shift on the SHL champions. He’s undersized and he’s not 
that fast or skilled with the puck, but he makes the most of what he has 
due to his hockey sense and competitiveness. He has enough offensive 
instincts to make tough offensive plays and create in hard areas. He 
generates a lot of offense through his work ethic, forcing turnovers and 
creating around the net-front area. That may not be enough, but at 
several levels he has found ways to produce and get coaches to lean on 
him. In a sentence, Stjernborg’s work ethic and play versus men give him 
a chance, but his toolkit may be too bland to play in the NHL. 

Alexander Teleguine, C, Chilliwack-BCHL 

Sept. 17, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 183 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Teleguine stood out to me when I watched him in New England prep two 
seasons ago. He didn’t post big numbers in the BCHL in their shortened 
season (18 points in 20 games), but his talent level is interesting. He’s 
undersized, but Teleguine has the quickness to play at faster paces. He 
can make skilled plays through defenders on the move as well. He’s a 
creative playmaker, who can find seams and improvise. Teleguine lacks 
size and physicality and doesn’t always give his best effort. His four goals 
on the season is also a concern. In a sentence, Teleguine’s speed and 
skill give him a chance at the NHL but he will need to be more consistent. 

Kyle Kukkonen, C, Maple Grove-U.S. High School 

Nov. 13, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 172 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Kukkonen has been a highly productive player in Minnesota high school 
hockey. He’s very skilled and creative with the puck with his one-on-one 
plays and ability to create for his teammates. He’s not the biggest 
forward and while he skates fine, he doesn’t have the true top-end 
quickness you’d like to see at his size where he could turn the corner on 
defenders at higher levels. Kukkonen works off the puck, winning some 
battles and going to the net, but his compete is not a standout trait. In a 
sentence, Kukkonen’s skill gives him a chance, but as a small forward 
without a ton of speed, it’ll be a tough road for him to the NHL. 

Nick DeGrazia, LW, Sudbury-OHL 

Dec. 3, 2002 | six-feet | 180 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

DeGrazia’s toolkit jumps out to you as a player with decent size who can 
skate like an NHLer and has puck skills. He’s able to rush pucks like a 
pro and generate clean entries. DeGrazia makes some plays, but I 
question his decision-making at times and wonder if he will be able to 
create offense for his teammates at higher levels. I think his game 
translates to the pros less in a scoring role, but he will need to be a 
“speed and compete” type. He has yet to play versus true high-level 
opponents but did look good at the World Jr. A challenge a year and a 
half ago. In a sentence, DeGrazia’s skill/speed combo gives him a 
chance at the NHL, but he’ll need to prove he can create offense versus 
better players. 

Avery Hayes, RW, Hamilton-OHL 

Oct. 10, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

For 2020-21, Hayes played in Slovakia because there was no OHL 
season. Previously in the OHL in 2019-20, he looked like a decent 
prospect. Hayes’ puck game stands out. He has slippery skill and the 
ability to make checkers miss in tight spaces. He’s more of a puck 
handler, but Hayes has good offensive instincts as a distributor. The 
athletic traits don’t excite you at 5-foot-10 and his skating is just fine. 
Hayes’ edgework is good and he competes well enough, but you’d like 
more speed at his size. In a sentence, Hayes has a chance at the NHL 
due to his skill, but a lack of quickness could hold him back. 

Oscar Plandowski, RHD, Charlottetown-QMJHL 

May 18, 2003 | six-feet | 190 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Plandowski is a solid two-way defenseman. His skating drives a lot of his 
game in terms of how he can transition pucks up ice and close gaps. 
He’s not an overly productive scorer, but does have some skill and 
playmaking in his game. This pops on occasion, but not consistently. I 
could see him play in the NHL due to the skating and know some scouts 
who think that will be the case. But I have my reservations due to the lack 
of offense and given he doesn’t have great size or physicality to project 
as a top defender. In a sentence, Plandowski’s skating gives him a 
chance, but a lack of any real puck game likely keeps him out of the 
NHL. 

Dovar Tinling, LW, Vermont-Hockey East 

March 3, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 185 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Tinling struggled this season, playing a limited role on a weak NCAA 
team. Tinling is an undersized, yet highly skilled forward. He has 
confidence and creativity with the puck and attacks with his skill. He can 
make plays and competes well enough, allowing him to be effective in all 
areas of the offensive zone. The main drawback for him – other than his 
size – is he lacks true NHL-quality speed for a 5-foot-11, 185-pound 
player. In a sentence, Tinling’s skill gives him a shot, but his game lacks 
enough dimensions other than the skill to make it at the NHL level. 

Nicolas Daigle, C, Victoriaville-QMJHL 

Sept. 27, 2002 | 5-foot-9 | 158 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Daigle brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He can beat 
defenders wide with speed and he attacks the net often to create offense. 
He kills penalties well, and despite being a smaller player, wins his fair 
share of battles. Offensively he has some skill, at around a point-per-
game guy this year for the QMJHL champions. He showed good hands 
and vision but he isn’t a true standout with the puck. Daigle also lacks 
some finish around the net despite getting his chances. In a sentence, 
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Daigle’s skating and compete give him a shot, but he may not have 
enough offense for a small forward at the NHL level. 

Deni Goure, C, Owen Sound-OHL 

July 15, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 182 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Average 

Goure didn’t play this season, but going off his underage year he looked 
like a player with a lot of speed and individual skill in his game. He has 
an efficient stride and ability to carry pucks up ice to create controlled 
zone entries. His offense comes off his speed and good one-on-one play, 
but I don’t see him as a type to take an extra second to survey the ice 
and make tough passes. He’s not overly physical and he’s undersized, 
but he works hard enough off the puck and can create around the net-
front area. In a sentence, Goure’s skating gives him a chance at the 
NHL, but he’ll need to prove he can be a true driver of offense for a small 
forward. 

Eric Alarie, LW, Moose Jaw-WHL 

Jan. 27, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 197 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Alarie took a positive step this season to become a point-per-game 
player for Moose Jaw with 20 in 19 games. Alarie has good puck skills 
and vision and a nice scoring touch around the net. The offense in his 
game isn’t flashy but there’s enough there to be intriguing. He competes 
well enough but isn’t that physical or good defensively. He is a below-
average skater, which makes scouts skeptical about his pro projection 
and what kind of role he’ll fill. In a sentence, Alarie has enough size and 
offense to have a chance at the NHL but will need to add more pace to 
his game. 

Marcus Almquist, RW, Rodovre-Denmark 

Sept. 13, 2003 | 5-foot-7 | 162 pounds 

Skating: Above-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Almquist is a talented forward who was good in Sweden’s junior league 
this season. He’s able to create offense due to his great skill and ability 
to beat checks with his stickhandling. He’s also able to generate through 
his hustle, creating turnovers and winning some battles despite his size. 
He plays well around the net, too. Almquist skates well, but he doesn’t 
have elite speed or skill, and for a 5-foot-7 player that could be a problem 
as he advances levels. In a sentence, Almquist is a well-rounded forward 
with enough attributes to have a chance, but he’s a small forward who 
isn’t dynamic enough for the NHL. 

Brett Brochu, G, London-OHL 

Sept. 9, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 177 pounds 

Athleticism: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Brochu was surprisingly great in the OHL in 2019-20. He was second in 
the league in save percentage, posting a .919 on the season, and was 
invited to Canada’s U20 camp in the winter where he was cut from the 
final squad. He’s a very small goalie by NHL standards, which is an 
issue. He looked great in the OHL and looks to have the components to 

possibly overcome his size. Brochu is tremendously quick in his side-to-
side movements. He can get to tough pucks consistently. He does so 
while not ever looking rattled in the net, making a lot of great reads and 
anticipating the play at a high level. In a sentence, Brochu is a very small 
goalie but he has a chance to make the NHL due to his great sense and 
quickness. 

Peter Reynolds, C, Saint John-QMJHL 

Jan. 20, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 167 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Below-average 

Reynolds has been a productive junior player between the BCHL and 
QMJHL. He has impressive skill and offensive instincts, showing the 
ability to improvise with the puck, making plays through defenders and to 
his teammates. Reynolds is a guy who can pull up and take extra 
seconds to see the ice. His game lacks a “wow” element. He’s not that 
big, quick or physical while being a perimeter forward and though he’s 
skilled, it’s not exceptional skill so some scouts wonder about his NHL 
role. In a sentence, Reynolds’ skill gives him a chance to play in the NHL, 
but he’s a small, low-pace player which likely won’t translate. 

Connor Lockhart, RW, Erie-OHL 

Jan. 21, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 165 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Average 

Lockhart didn’t play this season, but as an underage he established 
himself to take a regular shift in Erie, helping at even strength and on the 
power play. He helps his team most with his puck play, showing the skill, 
vision and overall offensive creativity to make a lot of plays with the puck. 
Lockhart lacks size, but he isn’t a pushover and wins a surprising amount 
of battles for a guy of his height and weight. His skating is fine, with good 
elusiveness but lacks the straight-ahead speed you’d like for a guy with 
his frame. In a sentence, Lockhart has a chance due to his skill but his 
size/skating may keep him from the NHL. 

Michael Milne, LW, Winnipeg-WHL 

Sept. 21, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 185 pounds 

Skating: Below-average 

Puck Skills: Average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

Compete: Above-average 

Milne didn’t get a long season due to injury, but when he did play I saw 
good flashes. He’s not the biggest, but he’s skilled and he works. Milne is 
hard on pucks, pressuring a lot of turnovers and not afraid to make plays 
to the net. He has offensive skill and creativity but the question for him, 
on top of his lack of quickness for his size, is whether he has enough 
offensive sense to score at higher levels given his physical limitations. In 
a sentence, Milne has a chance due to his skill and work ethic, but his 
skating may hold him back in his path to the NHL. 

Taylor Gauthier, G, Prince George-WHL 

Feb. 15, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 193 pounds 

Athleticism: Above-average 

Hockey Sense: Below-average 

This is the third year I’m listing Gauthier so readers will see a familiar 
report. Gauthier is an extremely quick goalie. He’s a righty glove and that 
glove hand is excellent. This, combined with his quickness, allows him to 
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take away goals on shots away from his body frequently while also 
eliminating low, lateral shots often. I don’t think Gauthier lacks sense. He 
makes some good reads and challenges well, but for an undersized 
goalie, I wouldn’t call him as efficient or perfectly square on shots as 
you’d like, with more scramble in his game than what’s considered ideal. 
In a sentence, Gauthier has a chance at the NHL due to his tremendous 
athleticism but he’s a small, at times, chaotic goalie. 

Ilya Ivantsov, C, SKA-MHL 

Jan. 27, 2003 | 5-foot-8 | 160 pounds 

Skating: Average 

Puck Skills: Below-average 

Hockey Sense: Average 

Compete: Above-average 

Shot: Below-average 

Ivantsov’s game isn’t flashy, but he’s a smart, competitive center who 
generates enough offense to be interesting. He can make plays with the 
puck, wins battles despite not being the biggest and can be a reliable 
defensive center. As an undersized center with good – but not great – 
quickness and a lack of a great puck game, it is questionable what his 
projection is versus better players. But coaches love this type of player. 
In a sentence, Ivantsov’s work ethic and sense could give him a chance, 
but his path to the NHL seems long given how his offensive game can be 
empty. 

RANK   TIER   PLAYER   POSITION   TEAM  
 LEAGUE   

1 

1 

Owen Power 

LHD 

Michigan 

Big 10 

2 

2 

Dylan Guenther 

RW 

Edmonton 

WHL 

3 

3 

William Eklund 

LW 

Djurgarden 

SHL 

4 

3 

Luke Hughes 

LHD 

U.S. NTDP 

USHL 

5 

3 

Matthew Beniers 

C 

Michigan 

Big 10 

6 

3 

Kent Johnson 

C 

Michigan 

Big 10 

7 

4 

Chaz Lucius 

C 

U.S. NTDP 

USHL 

8 

4 

Brandt Clarke 

RHD 

Barrie 

OHL 

9 

4 

Mason McTavish 

C 

Peterborough 

OHL 

10 

4 

Sebastian Cossa 

G 

Edmonton 

WHL 

11 

4 

Jesper Wallstedt 

G 

Lulea 

SHL 

12 

5 

Simon Edvinsson 

LHD 

Frolunda 
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SHL 

13 

5 

Corson Ceulemans 

RHD 

Brooks 

AJHL 

14 

5 

Nikita Chibrikov 

RW 

SKA 

KHL 

15 

5 

Matthew Coronato 

RW 

Chicago 

USHL 

16 

5 

Kirill Kirsanov 

LHD 

SKA 

KHL 

17 

5 

Carson Lambos 

LHD 

Winnipeg 

WHL 

18 

5 

Cole Sillinger 

C 

Sioux Falls 

USHL 

19 

5 

Aatu Raty 

C 

Karpat 

Liiga 

20 

5 

Wyatt Johnston 

C 

Windsor 

OHL 

21 

5 

Brennan Othmann 

LW 

Flint 

OHL 

22 

5 

Fabian Lysell 

RW 

Lulea 

SHL 

23 

5 

Samu Tuomaala 

RW 

Karpat 

Jr. A Liiga 

24 

5 

Fedor Svechkov 

C 

Togliatti 

VHL 

25 

5 

Daniil Chayka 

LHD 

CSKA 

KHL 

26 

5 

Oskar Olausson 

RW 

HV71 

SHL 

27 

5 

Sasha Pastujov 

RW 

U.S. NTDP 
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USHL 

28 

5 

Zachary L’Heureux 

LW 

Halifax 

QMJHL 

29 

5 

Xavier Bourgault 

C 

Shawinigan 

QMJHL 

30 

5 

Logan Stankoven 

C 

Kamloops 

WHL 

31 

5 

Matthew Knies 

LW 

Tri City 

USHL 

32 

5 

Zach Dean 

C 

Gatineau 

QMJHL 

33 

5 

Zachary Bolduc 

C 

Rimouski 

QMJHL 

34 

5 

Prokhor Poltapov 

LW 

CSKA 

MHL 

35 

5 

Isak Rosen 

RW 

Leksands 

SHL 

36 

5 

Francesco Pinelli 

C 

Kitchener 

OHL 

37 

5 

Olen Zellweger 

LHD 

Everett 

WHL 

38 

5 

Justin Robidas 

C 

Val d’Or 

QMJHL 

39 

6 

Samu Salminen 

C 

Jokerit 

Jr. A Liiga 

40 

6 

Shai Buium 

LHD 

Sioux City 

USHL 

41 

6 

Dmitri Kostenko 

RHD 

Togliatti 

VHL 

42 

6 

Stanislav Svozil 

LHD 

Brno 
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Czech Extraliga 

43 

6 

Evan Nause 

LHD 

Quebec 

QMJHL 

44 

6 

Artyom Grushnikov 

LHD 

Hamilton 

OHL 

45 

6 

Mackie Samoskevich 

RW 

Chicago 

USHL 

46 

6 

Alexander Kisakov 

RW 

Dynamo Moscow 

MHL 

47 

6 

Oliver Nadeau 

RW 

Shawinigan 

QMJHL 

48 

6 

Sean Behrens 

LHD 

U.S. NTDP 

USHL 

49 

6 

Vladislav Lukashevich 

LHD 

Yaroslavl 

MHL 

50 

6 

Cameron Whynot 

LHD 

Halifax 

QMJHL 

51 

6 

Simon Robertsson 

RW 

Skelleftea 

SHL 

52 

6 

Eetu Liukas 

LW 

TPS 

Liiga 

53 

6 

Tyler Boucher 

RW 

U.S. NTDP 

USHL 

54 

6 

Danila Klimovich 

RW 

Minsk Zubry 

Belarus Jr. 

55 

6 

Nolan Allan 

LHD 

Prince Albert 

WHL 

56 

6 

Riley Kidney 

C 

Acadie Bathurst 

QMJHL 

57 

6 

Lorenzo Canonica 

C 

Shawinigan 
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QMJHL 

58 

6 

Dylan Duke 

LW 

U.S. NTDP 

USHL 

59 

6 

Jackson Blake 

RW 

Eden Prairie 

U.S. High School 

60 

6 

Aleksi Heimosalmi 

RHD 

Assat 

Jr. A Liiga 

61 

6 

Jack Peart 

LHD 

Fargo 

USHL 

62 

6 

Anton Olsson 

LHD 

Malmo 

SHL 

63 

6 

Aidan Hreschuk 

LHD 

U.S. NTDP 

USHL 

64 

6 

Ryder Korczak 

C 

Moose Jaw 

WHL 

65 

6 

Chase Stillman 

RW 

Sudbury 

OHL 

66 

6 

Brett Harrison 

C 

Oshawa 

OHL 

67 

6 

Ryan Winteron 

C 

Hamilton 

OHL 

68 

6 

Daniil Lazutin 

C 

SKA 

MHL 

69 

6 

Samuel Helenius 

C 

JYP 

Liiga 

70 

6 

Ville Koivunen 

RW 

Karpat 

Jr. A Liiga 

71 

6 

Conner Roulette 

LW 

Seattle 

WHL 

72 

6 

Alexei Kolosov 

G 

Dinamo Minsk 
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KHL 

73 

6 

Ryan Ufko 

RHD 

Chicago 

USHL 

74 

6 

Guillaume Richard 

LHD 

Tri City 

USHL 

75 

6 

Artyon Martino 

LW 

Omaha 

USHL 

76 

6 

Ty Gallagher 

RHD 

U.S. NTDP 

USHL 

77 

6 

Benjamin Gaudreau 

G 

Sarnia 

OHL 

78 

7 

Colton Dach 

C 

Saskatoon 

WHL 

79 

7 

William Stromgren 

LW 

Modo 

Allsvenskan 

80 

7 

Ilya Fedotov 

RW 

Nizhny Novgorod 

MHL 

81 

7 

Vincent Iorio 

RHD 

Brandon 

WHL 

82 

7 

Jack Bar 

RHD 

Chicago 

USHL 

83 

7 

Ilya Safonov 

C 

Kazan 

KHL 

84 

7 

Ethan Del Mastro 

LHD 

Mississauga 

OHL 

85 

7 

Oliver Kapanen 

C 

KalPa 

Jr. A Liiga 

86 

7 

Liam Dower Nilsson 

C 

Frolunda 

Sweden J20 

87 

7 

Tristan Broz 

LW 

Fargo 
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USHL 

88 

7 

Jakub Brabenec 

LW 

Brno 

Czech Extraliga 

89 

7 

Janis Jerome Moser 

LHD 

Biel Bienne 

NLA 

90 

7 

Daniil Pylenkov 

LHD 

Podolsk 

KHL 

91 

7 

Albert Sjoberg 

RW 

Sodertalje 

Allsvenskan 

92 

7 

Brent Johnson 

RHD 

Sioux Falls 

USHL 

93 

7 

Scott Morrow 

RHD 

Shattuck St Mary’s 

U.S. High School 

94 

7 

Manix Landry 

C 

Gatineau 

QMJHL 

95 

7 

Dmitry Zugan 

C 

CSKA 

MHL 

96 

7 

Tristan Lennox 

G 

Saginaw 

OHL 

97 

7 

Joshua Roy 

RW 

Saint John 

QMJHL 

98 

7 

William Trudeau 

LHD 

Charlottetown 

QMJHL 

99 

7 

Thomas Milic 

G 

Seattle 

WHL 

100 

7 

Aku Koskenvuo 

G 

HIFK 

Jr. A Liiga 

101 

7 

Maxim Motorygin 

G 

Dynamo Moscow 

MHL 

102 

7 

Noah Meier 

LHD 

ZSC 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 16, 2021 

 

NLA 

103 

7 

Jimi Suomi 

LHD 

Jokerit 

Jr. A Liiga 

104 

7 

Viljami Marjala 

LW 

Quebec 

QMJHL 

105 

7 

Dmitry Kuzmin 

LHD 

Minskie Zubry 

Belarus 

106 

7 

Xavier Simoneau 

C 

Drummondville 

QMJHL 

107 

7 

James Malatesta 

LW 

Quebec 

QMJHL 

108 

7 

Viljami Juusola 

LHD 

Karpat 

Jr. A Liiga 

109 

7 

Dmitri Katevelski 

C 

Kazan 

VHL 

110 

7 

Caedan Baniker 

C 

Kamloops 

WHL 

111 

7 

Zakhar Bardakov 

C 

Podolsk 

KHL 

112 

7 

Vasili Atanasov 

C 

Khanty-Mansiysk 

MHL 

113 

7 

Matvei Petrov 

LW 

Krylya Sovetov Moscow 

MHL 

114 

7 

Niko Huuhtanen 

RW 

Taapara 

Jr. A Liiga 

115 

7 

Carson Latimer 

RW 

Edmonton 

WHL 

116 

7 

Robert Baco 

RW 

Karlovy Vary 

Czech U20 

117 

7 

Miguel Tourigny 

LHD 

Blainville Boisbriand 
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QMJHL 

118 

7 

Cole Huckins 

C 

Acadie Bathurst 

QMJHL 

119 

7 

Jayden Grubbe 

C 

Red Deer 

WHL 

120 

7 

Josh Doan 

RW 

Chicago 

USHL 

121 

7 

Kyle Masters 

RHD 

Red Deer 

WHL 

122 

7 

Jacob Holmes 

LHD 

Sault Ste. Marie 

OHL 

123 

7 

Nikita Novikov 

LHD 

Dynamo Moscow 

MHL 

124 

7 

Topias Vilen 

LHD 

Pelicans 

Liiga 

125 

7 

Nikita Buruyanov 

C 

Dynamo St. Petersburg 

MHL 

126 

7 

Nikolai Makarov 

LHD 

CSKA 

MHL 

127 

7 

Jack Matier 

RHD 

Ottawa 

OHL 

128 

7 

Daniil Sobolev 

LHD 

Windsor 

OHL 

129 

7 

Verner Miettinen 

C 

Espoo 

Jr. A Liiga 

130 

7 

Connor Kurth 

RW 

Dubuque 

USHL 

131 

7 

Simon Knak 

LW 

Portland 

WHL 

132 

7 

Matvei Nadvorny 

RW 

Dynamo Moscow 
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MHL 

133 

7 

Josh Williams 

RW 

Edmonton 

WHL 

134 

7 

Ben Roger 

RHD 

London 

OHL 

135 

7 

Victor Stjernborg 

C 

Vaxjo 

SHL 

136 

7 

Alexander Teleguine 

C 

Chilliwack 

BCHL 

137 

7 

Kyle Kukkonen 

C 

Maple Grove 

U.S. High School 

138 

7 

Nick DeGrazia 

C 

Sudbury 

OHL 

139 

7 

Avery Hayes 

RW 

Hamilton 

OHL 

140 

7 

Oscar Plandowski 

RHD 

Charlottetown 

QMJHL 

141 

7 

Dovar Tinling 

LW 

Vermont 

Hockey East 

142 

7 

Nicolas Daigle 

C 

Victoriaville 

QMJHL 

143 

7 

Deni Goure 

C 

Owen Sound 

OHL 

144 

7 

Eric Alarie 

LW 

Moose Jaw 

WHL 

145 

7 

Marcus Almquist 

RW 

Rodovre 

Denmark 

146 

7 

Brett Brochu 

G 

London 

OHL 

147 

7 

Peter Reynolds 

C 

Saint John 
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QMJHL 

148 

7 

Connor Lockhart 

RW 

Erie 

OHL 

149 

7 

Michael Milne 

LW 

Winnipeg 

WHL 

150 

7 

Taylor Gauthier 

G 

Prince George 

WHL 

151 

7 

Ilya Ivantsov 

C 

SKA 

MHL 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite missed season, tough opponent, Kucherov 
remains a playoff virtuoso 

Kucherov has three assist night as Lightning top Islanders in Game 2 

 

Chris Johnston June 16, 2021, 1:40 AM 

 

This was Nikita Kucherov’s 13th game of the entire season. 

Roughly a month’s worth of action coming off no training camp, no 
exhibition play and not much of anything besides tedious rehabilitation 
from the time he had a labral tear in his right hip surgically repaired on 
Dec. 29 until the start of these Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

And yet here in a hotly-contested, high-stakes game the Tampa Bay 
Lightning absolutely needed to win, there wasn’t much debate about why 
they did. 

“Some unreal plays by No. 86,” remarked Victor Hedman of Kucherov’s 
three-assist performance in Tuesday’s 4-2 victory over the New York 
Islanders. 

Put aside for a moment the discussion about the salary cap maneuvering 
that accompanied Kucherov’s injury — we’ll get to that below — and 
consider the human achievement we’re witnessing here. 

Kucherov is lapping the field with 22 points in these playoffs and it’s still 
the early stages of the third round. That’s traditionally been a respectable 
total for an entire spring — Ryan O’Reilly won the Conn Smythe Trophy 
two years ago after scoring 23 points for the St. Louis Blues — and never 
before has the leading scorer in the post-season missed the entire 
regular season directly preceding it. 

Remaining Time -4:10 

Lightning big guns responded big after Game 1 loss 

The timing couldn’t be better for a Lightning team that’s in a serious fight 
to earn another crack at the Stanley Cup. The Islanders have levelled up 
in the nine months since these teams squared off inside the Edmonton 
bubble and the 5-on-5 play during Game 2 of this semifinal series 
reflected that. 

There really wasn’t all that much to choose between, except maybe the 
game-breaker. 

Kucherov looked like a concert violinist among percussionists. That’s not 
intended as a shot at the other players who had a hand in making this a 
game befitting the big stage, but more a demarcation point of why his 
impact was so pronounced. 

When nobody could find open space on the ice at Amalie Arena, 
Kucherov created it. And while everyone else battled and scrummed and 
tried to set tones, he simply played his own tune. 

“He’s remarkably gifted,” said Lightning coach Jon Cooper. “I don’t know 
how to describe it — he does everything with, it’s like, with grace. He’s 
just so smooth in the plays he makes and what his vision is and how he 
can see and make plays. 

“It almost looks effortless.” 

That speaks to his 27 years of effort to reach this level and the untold 
amount of hours that went into a five-month recovery from hip surgery. 

You’d never know he missed a beat when he found Brayden Point from 
behind the goal with a pass no one saw coming. The puck had just been 
rimmed past Adam Pelech and still the Islanders defenceman had his 
head turned the other way when Kucherov delivered it perfectly to the 
slot. 

“I think it was just the feel of each other,” Kucherov explained of setting 
up Point without so much as a glance. “I’m thinking what he’s going to 
think.” 

Remaining Time -0:59 

Gotta See It: Point roofs it point-blank after lightning-fast pass from 
Kucherov 

Getting that 1-0 lead was vital after dropping the opening game of the 
series. Re-establishing a 2-1 advantage was arguably even more 
important after the referees botched a goaltender interference call on 
Point and allowed the Islanders to tie it. 

Again it was Kucherov who tilted the scales, exhibiting extreme patience 
after entering the offensive zone and finding Ondrej Palat to restore 
some confidence. 

“He’s just so good at finding open ice and so calm with the puck making 
plays,” said Hedman. “There’s not a whole lot of players that can turn up, 
turn back down and then thread the needle. Gives Pally almost a 
breakaway from the hash marks.” 

Kucherov topped his night off by finding Hedman for a power-play goal in 
the third period. At 5-on-5, his line with Point and Palat owned an 11-5 
edge in shot attempts and an 8-1 advantage in those that hit the net. 

They were a handful. 

The Lightning couldn’t even have dreamed things would go this well 
when they made the decision to place Kucherov on long-term injured 
reserve before the season. That allowed them to retain better depth for 
the compressed 56-game schedule because of the cap exemptions, but 
there were still no guarantees they’d get this version of Kucherov back 
immediately after his rehab was finished. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 16, 2021 

 

“At the time when I was looking at all the possible scenarios and all the 
possible outcomes none of them were as good as this one,” Lightning 
GM Julien BriseBois told reporters before this series. “And there were a 
lot of ones that weren’t very good.” 

To watch him now is to understand why Tampa has such a strong 
chance at chasing back-to-back Stanley Cups. 

Kucherov looks like his old self. That brings a real measure of comfort 
because it’s clear the Islanders are a better version of what they were a 
year ago. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Islanders let frustrations with officials derail them in Game 
2 loss 

Kucherov has three assist night as Lightning top Islanders in Game 2 

 

Iain MacIntyre June 16, 2021, 1:10 AM 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning didn’t let a blown call beat them. The New 
York Islanders did. 

With house money already pocketed after winning Game 1 of their 
Stanley Cup semifinal, the Islanders had a chance to break the bank on 
Tuesday by taking a 2-0 series lead on the road against the defending 
champions. But Game 2 got away from them late in the second period 
when the Lightning’s Ondrej Palat broke a 1-1 tie while half the Tampa 
lineup seemed to be on the ice behind Palat and Nikita Kucherov, who 
set up the goal. 

A fairly obvious too-many-men penalty was missed by referees Dan 
O’Rourke and Francois St. Laurent, as well as linesmen Ryan Gibbons 
and Michel Cormier. Naturally, New York coach Barry Trotz was furious 
at the non-call after reviewing the play on his iPad. 

The Islanders weren’t the same team after the goal at 13:15 of the middle 
frame. Lightning defenceman Jan Rutta, who had been pointless in the 
National Hockey League playoffs and hadn’t scored a goal of any kind in 
19 months, took advantage of a failed clear by Anthony Beauvillier to 
make it 3-1 2:16 into the third period and the Islanders unsuccessfully 
chased the game from there before losing 4-2. 

“We knew a very good hockey team (in Tampa) was going to have a very 
desperate push, and I really felt we were in good shape,” Trotz said of 
the first two periods. “The second goal, that one hurt quite a bit because 
now if they get the third one, there’s a little bit more separation. 
Obviously, you guys know there were too many men on the ice; they had 
seven guys. I’m disappointed at that.” 

Remaining Time -1:59 

Trotz furious after Lightning score goal with seven skaters on the ice 

He should be. Nobody wants a blown call to affect a playoff game. But 
the Lightning overcame an equally poor rules interpretation in the first 
period when O’Rourke penalized Brayden Point for goalie interference 
when the Tampa star was shoved into Semyon Varlamov by New York 
defenceman Adam Pelech. Islander Brock Nelson tied the game on the 
ensuing power play. 

It’s the NHL; stuff happens. A lot of the stuff comes from officiating a 
game that is adjudicated almost entirely in shades of grey even if the 
rulebook is printed in black and white. 

The Lightning got back to their A-game after the Nelson goal. The 
Islanders couldn’t recover after Palat scored. 

“Bounces, breaks, whatever it may be,” Nelson said, “they were able to 
get a couple and get the lead and we weren’t able to get it back.” 

DID NEW YORK LOSE PAGEAU, TOO? 

It got about as much attention in the Islanders’ post-game press 
conferences as backup goalie Ilya Sorokin’s seven-minute relief 
appearance in the first period, but outstanding two-way centre Jean-
Gabriel Pageau played only four shifts in the second period and three in 
the third — and not at all in the final 13:32. 

The Islanders’ leading post-season scorer and arguably their best player 
in the playoffs, Pageau laboured off the ice late in the first period after 
accelerating to reach a lead pass from Travis Zajac on a shorthanded 
rush. The matchup centre appeared to be favouring his left side, possibly 
due to a groin injury. 

Any Pageau injury could be a series-changer, especially as the teams 
head to Long Island where Trotz would likely exercise his last change by 
matching Pageau and wingers Zajac and Kyle Palmieri against 
Kucherov’s line. 

“He just tweaked something,” Trotz insisted. “So when they got their 
fourth goal, I basically just said, you know what, he’s going to be fine for 
the rest of the series, I’m not going to put him in any more danger. I 
expect him fully to be in the next game.” 

Pageau was struggling even before his penalty-killing shift late in the first 
period. He was uncharacteristically demolished in his five-on-five 
matchup against Yanni Gourde’s line. Shot attempts were 10-1 for the 
Lightning when Pageau, Zajac and Palmieri were on the ice. 

Remaining Time -4:10 

Lightning big guns responded big after Game 1 loss 

MAKING IT A STREET FIGHT 

There were 54 minutes in penalties and a noticeable uptick of hostility 
between players after the Islanders took the series opener 2-1 on 
Sunday, where the teams combined for just 14 penalty minutes. 

A game filled with power plays is always going to favour the Lightning 
and their offensive wizards. But the Islanders’ ability to engage Lightning 
players after the whistle, roughing and wrestling them, isn’t a bad 
strategy as long as New York isn’t putting itself shorthanded. Tampa is 
willing to battle, but does it really help the Lightning if Kucherov, Palat, 
Point, Gourde and Steven Stamkos are getting into scrums after the 
whistle? 

“Stuff after the whistle doesn’t really matter that much,” Islanders 
defenceman Scott Mayfield said. “We both have veteran teams. We’re 
not going to let that change how we play (and) I don’t think that’s going to 
change how they play that much. The physical play… during the actual 
play is good for us. I think that’s part of our identity. But they do it, too. I 
mean, they have a really good team over there.” 

New York battering ram Matt Martin said: “I think that’s just playoff 
hockey in general. They’re not just going to let us take it from them. As 
playoff series go on, and you keep seeing the same faces over and over 
again, things get a little more chippy every night.” 

Remaining Time -3:04 

Islanders score after Point called for a questionable goaltender 
interference penalty 

ISLES NEED TO BE BETTER 

The Islanders didn’t have the top stars in their earlier playoff matchups 
against the David Pastrnak-Patrice Bergeron-Brad Marchand Boston 
Bruins and Sidney Crosby’s Pittsburgh Penguins, but won both series 
because New York had the best team. 

Their puck-management was unusually wonky in Game 2 and so was 
their defending. On Palat’s critical goal, for instance, Islanders centre 
Mathew Barzal was as culpable as the referees for taking his eye off 
Palat to help defenceman Nick Leddy defend Kucherov. 

“A little bit of a read there,” Trotz said when asked about the play. 
“Obviously, Kucherov… bought himself some time. Usually, you have to 
be aware though. A little bit of a bad read. Mat thought he could disrupt 
the play a little bit. That’s what happens when you have to make quick 
decisions, and once you commit to it, it’s hard to back out of it. 

“From my standpoint, we can be a lot better, and we will be.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: How Stanley Cup Playoffs could affect the 
blueliner market 

 

Elliotte Friedman June 15, 2021, 1:45 PM 

 

• Stanley Cup Playoffs highlighting blue line value 

• What’s Makar’s next contract? 

• Can Canadiens withstand Vegas’ depth? 

Lots of connecting ideas to begin this edition: the Norris Trophy, 
defensive depth, Dougie Hamilton and the Seattle Kraken. 

NHL Awards reveals began Monday with Pekka Rinne winning the 
prestigious King Clancy Memorial Trophy over the equally deserving 
Kurtis Gabriel and P.K. Subban. The Norris announcement comes during 
the Stanley Cup Final, and it was, for me, the hardest decision of all. I’d 
gladly take a blue line of those who didn’t make my ballot: T.J. Brodie, 
Jakob Chychrun (who was on my third All-Star team), Roman Josi, 
Charlie McAvoy, Darnell Nurse, Adam Pelech, Jeff Petry, Alex 
Pietrangelo, Jaccob Slavin and Shea Theodore. 

Montreal, the Islanders, Tampa Bay and Vegas have deep, versatile, 
nasty and skilled defensive corps that can beat in you multiple ways. The 
Golden Knights’ defence combined for three goals and six points in 
Monday’s Game 1 win over Montreal. Meanwhile, the Canadiens 
eliminated Toronto with two points from their blue line — none in the first 
five games. The unit tied that output on the first goal against Winnipeg, 
finishing with 11 points in four games. 

All four have studs and committed role players. (I’m putting Pelech in that 
elite class. He deserves to be there; every game, I regret his omission 
from my Norris ballot more and more.) The Lightning don’t have a playoff 
goal from their defence, but their third pair is David Savard/Mikhail 
Sergachev, which is ridiculous. 

It’s a good time to be a defender, because that part of the recipe for the 
semifinalists’ success is not going unnoticed. 

As the Stanley Cup semifinals began, we learned that Carolina gave 
Dougie Hamilton permission to speak to other teams. It’s an interesting 
move. Talks between organization and player broke off during the 
season, and the benefit to the Hurricanes is it allows Hamilton to find out 
if his best deal actually would be in ’Canes Country. 

There’s going to be a lot of interest. As news broke Monday, teams 
started their Hamilton research. I thought Philadelphia might be among 
the more aggressive pursuers, but the Flyers’ defensive targets seem to 
be elsewhere. Another that makes sense is Seattle. And, if you can’t do 
the Dougie, there will be other options. Over the next two summers there 
are plenty of good defencemen who could hit the market. There are top-
of-the-chart types (Seth Jones, Colton Parayko), strong mid-levellers, 
good depth pieces, older, younger, you name it. 

The key to all of this could be the Kraken. The surest predictor of future 
behaviour is past behaviour, and when Ron Francis was GM of the 
Hurricanes he was a compulsive hoarder of defencemen. Seattle will 
have an exclusive negotiating window with free agents prior to the 
expansion draft. That window (or the draft itself) is an excellent 
opportunity for Francis to build his own unit, or do what Vegas did — 
acquire assets to be flipped elsewhere. 

The Golden Knights traded four defencemen (Alexei Emelin, Marc 
Methot, David Schlemko and Trevor van Riemsdyk) for two second-
round picks, a third-round pick, a fifth-round pick and a prospect. Seattle 
could do the same, and, depending on what teams like Calgary, 
Minnesota and Nashville decide to do, there could be some really 
intriguing unprotected blueliners. 

Would they be more valuable to the Kraken, or to another team? One 
thing’s for sure: These playoffs prove a deep, versatile blue line is 
coveted by everyone. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

31 THOUGHTS 

1. Gerard Gallant gets four years to coach the New York Rangers. He 
was the favourite from the beginning, but the Rangers wanted to do 
some other interviews and make sure neither Rod Brind’Amour nor Mike 
Sullivan would be available. They decided late last week to move on from 
the Brind’Amour idea, and offered Gallant the job on Monday. If the 
Rangers thought passion was a missing ingredient, he’ll bring 
wagonloads of it to Manhattan. 

If there was any disappointment around the NHL, it was that long-time 
coach Jerry Dineen was let go. Last year was Dineen’s 27th season with 
the organization; his last role was as video coach. He’s very popular and 
highly respected among his peers. They were upset to hear the news. 

2. The danger in writing anything at this time of year is it blows up in your 
face, and you end up being featured on @oldtakesexposed. But here 
goes: It sounds like Brind’Amour remains in Carolina with most of his 
staff. This has been a challenging process; he reached a verbal 
agreement some time ago, demanding his entire staff (including trainers 
and equipment people) get taken care of, too. 

Brind’Amour met with peer pressure from other coaches who wanted him 
to push for a higher number. I’m incredibly torn about this. I’ve never 
wanted to be someone who others could use to hold down salaries, but I 
also recognize it’s your life and you’ve got to do what makes you (and 
your family) happy. If you’re another coach in the NHL, you have to argue 
that Brind’Amour’s situation is unique and shouldn’t affect your 
negotiation. It looks as if others (Travis Green in Vancouver) were 
successful in doing that. 

3. As I write this, only one Hurricane staffer has permission to talk to 
other teams: assistant coach Dean Chynoweth. The more you think 
about it, the more the Chynoweth/Hamilton news fits with Carolina owner 
Tom Dundon’s philosophy. He puts a value on everything, and won’t go 
past it — basically saying, “If you can get that number somewhere else, 
you have my blessing. But it won’t be here.” 

4. There’s definitely some momentum with Rick Tocchet and Seattle, but 
no indication a final decision’s been made. Had to wonder if Francis 
would want to talk to old friend Paul Maurice, but the Jets indicated their 
coach is returning. I was one of those people who thought, before this 
season, that maybe Joel Quenneville would end up in the Emerald City, 
but no idea how that could be possible after the terrific season Florida 
had. And, if something was going on there, we’d probably be hearing 
about people interviewing with the Panthers. 

5. Arizona interviewed St. Louis’s Mike Van Ryn on Monday, he’s a legit 
contender there. Heard the Coyotes were impressed with Dallas 
assistant Todd Nelson. Still unavailable: Islanders’ associate coach Lane 
Lambert. No one is going to risk Lou Lamoriello’s wrath by asking to 
speak to Lambert while New York is still playing. (Possible outcome: 
Toht’s face-melting from Raiders of the Lost Ark.) 

6. There were some rumours/theories over the weekend, but I don’t think 
Jared Bednar is going anywhere. When the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks lost 
in the first round of the playoffs, owner Mark Cuban was asked if he’d 
change coaches. I liked his answer: “You don’t make a change to make a 
change,” he told ESPN’s Tim MacMahon. “Unless you have someone 
that you know is much, much, much better, the grass is rarely greener on 
the other side.” 

Despite their disappointment, my sense is the Avalanche feel the same 
way. They believe in Bednar. 

7. No vacation for the Avalanche, with plenty of decisions to make. 
There’s a lengthy list of unrestricteds (including captain Gabriel 
Landeskog and Vezina Trophy finalist Philipp Grubauer), Nazem Kadri’s 
future to figure out, and planning for Nathan MacKinnon’s massive 
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payday — two years from now. The linchpin to everything is Cale 
Makar’s next contract. There’s some evidence the two sides are going to 
try for term. That could be a massive number for the Norris finalist — and 
the only defenceman to average a point per game. 

Colorado wasn’t crazy about trading Ian Cole, but did it to make room for 
Bowen Byram. Minus Cole and the injured Erik Johnson, they missed 
some edge on the blue line. But, before they can address several things, 
they’ve got to know what space (and expansion maneuvering) is 
available. 

Stream the Stanley Cup Playoffs with Sportsnet NOW 

Livestream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, blackout-free. Plus 
get the NHL Draft, Free Agency, Blue Jays & MLB, NBA Playoffs 
matchups and more. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

8. I think the Sabres give Don Granato an indication soon as to what 
they’re thinking. The Worcester Telegram & Gazette’s Joe McDonald 
reported the Sabres asked permission to speak to Jack Capuano after a 
successful World Championships run, but Ottawa denied the request. 
This is true — there are hard feelings about it, and it could get messy 
between Capuano and the Senators. He does not back down from a 
challenge. It is consistent with Ottawa’s history, however. My feelings on 
the issue: I disagree with standing in the way of an external promotion 
unless an internal one is guaranteed. 

9. I did ask around to see if the Sabres gave anyone permission to talk to 
Jack Eichel, but don’t believe that’s the case. Everyone’s gone into the 
cone of silence. From what I can tell, the team and its captain are 
negotiating the next steps of his recovery. Multiple sources indicate that if 
there’s any deal involving either Eichel or Sam Reinhart, do not be 
surprised if the Sabres end up with a second high first-round selection in 
July’s draft. 

10. Will catch up with new Columbus coach Brad Larsen for the next 
blog. Before promoting him, the Blue Jackets took a long look at Gallant, 
who they know well. They also twice interviewed Pittsburgh assistant 
Mike Vellucci. 

11. I’ve thought a lot about the Blue Jackets since the Seth Jones news 
broke and what I’d do if I were in charge. Answer: Don’t allow a slow 
water torture. Rip off the band-aid and eliminate the pain as quickly as 
possible. See where you stand with your players and make your 
decisions now. 

I’m curious to see if Florida asks about Patrik Laine. He and Aleksander 
Barkov have a good relationship. The Panthers are expected to be 
aggressive in pursuit of improvement. 

12. Boston GM Don Sweeney showed some strategy at his season-
ending media briefing on Tuesday. The Bruins will try to avoid signing 
any of their UFAs before the expansion draft in order to maximize their 
protection list. I believe he will be respectful of David Krejci/Tuukka 
Rask’s timelines for making decisions on next season. The only request 
will be to allow the Bruins time to adjust their plans if the answer is no. 
They’ve been talking to Taylor Hall about an extension for some time. 

Captain Patrice Bergeron will return, and, as he said, he’s on a year-to-
year basis now. He’s got one season remaining on his contract, and I do 
think Boston will ask him if he wishes to be extended. 

13. Another unrestricted free agent who has permission to talk to other 
teams: San Jose’s Kurtis Gabriel. 

14. Arizona’s given permission for teams to talk to Liam Kirk, who just 
had a terrific World Championships for Great Britain. The Coyotes have 
his rights for another year, so a trade needs to be worked out. But Kirk 
can talk to other clubs. 

15. Philadelphia’s got a lot of balls in the air. I figured they’d be in on 
Hamilton, but, as mentioned above, he doesn’t appears to be their top 
target. I’m speculating here, but my guesses would include Seth Jones 
and Matt Dumba (who GM Chuck Fletcher knows very well). It also 
wouldn’t be a shocker if they have asked the Coyotes about 2019 first-
rounder Victor Soderstrom. The Flyers liked him at that draft, and Arizona 
actually flipped picks with them to move up and take the Swedish 
defenceman. 

16. The Buffalo News’ Lance Lysowski reported that New Jersey had 
interest in Rasmus Ristolainen. I’d heard similar. I’ve also wondered if the 
Devils would consider Shayne Gostisbehere, with a sweetener included, 
but Hamilton makes sense there, too. 

17. Edmonton and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins are grinding to find common 
ground. 

18. Had an interesting conversation with a scout who was at Worlds. He 
was very impressed with Canada captain Adam Henrique, who had a 
very hard season in Anaheim and ended up on waivers at one point. He 
said it was clear Henrique was re-energized by the captaincy, the team’s 
success and his defined role in it. He added that he wouldn’t be surprised 
if interest in Henrique picks up because of this performance. 

19. 2021–22 All-Star Game prediction: Vegas. It will be somewhere in the 
West, because players going to the Beijing Olympics will leave from that 
event. First year of the new American TV deal plus the market’s success 
— I like the odds of this choice. 

20. Last week’s 31 Thoughts podcast interviewee, Harris Blitzer Sports & 
Entertainment CEO Scott O’Neil, told a great story about being kicked 
out of Lou Lamoriello’s office — twice. It would have been around 2001, 
when Lamoriello added CEO of the New Jersey Nets to his Devils duties. 
O’Neil was a young executive working at the NBA’s league offices. 

“My boss, (Commissioner) David Stern said, ‘Get over to New Jersey and 
tell me what the heck’s gong on,’” O’Neil recounted with a laugh. “I 
reached out to Lou’s office and was fortunate enough to get a meeting 
two days later. I waited outside his office in this awful, uncomfortable 
chair. So, 45 minutes I’m waiting, and I can’t sit still, so I’m getting up and 
pacing around — come back and sit down for two minutes, get up, pace 
around…. I walk into his office and he’s like, ‘Who’re you? … Who sent 
you here? Stern? David Stern?’ I’m like, ‘Yup, the commissioner sent me 
here.’ ‘Next time come back and wear a tie.’ And I said, ‘Are you 
serious?’ He’s like, ‘Get out.’ So I get back to my office, my phone rings. 
It was the dreaded 8300 extension, which was David Stern. I pick up the 
phone, already with a cold sweat, knowing I was going to get the 
thrashing. ‘How did it go?’ ‘I don’t know — he wouldn’t let me in.’ ‘Why 
not?’ ‘I didn’t have a tie on.’ He’s like, ‘Put a tie on and get back there.’” 

Imagine being 30 and in the middle of Lamoriello and Stern. 

“Two weeks later, (Lamoriello) invites me back … or I beg my way back 
— same deal. Sitting in that uncomfortable chair, pacing around his 
office, I finally get let in. He’s sitting behind his desk, he throws a book at 
me, ‘Don’t come back until you read this.’ I catch the book, I look down, 
and it’s about Vince Lombardi. I have to go and read this now, and he’s 
like, ‘Out.’” 

O’Neil gets the phone call from Stern. He tells him what happened, and 
hears, “Well, read the book!” 

A third meeting was set up, with O’Neil telling Stern not to send him 
alone because “I don’t think (Lamoriello) cares about me. I don’t think he 
has any respect for what I’m going to say.” 

When the meeting began, Lamoriello put O’Neil on the hotseat. When he 
was done speaking, he thought he was going to be thrown out for the 
third time. 

“He goes and opens a covered whiteboard. Everything I had walked him 
through, he had written on the board. It’s a good lesson on so many 
fronts. One, never underestimate Lou Lamoriello. Two, whenever you go 
into his office, (you better have) a tie on, read something about Vince 
Lombardi and be prepared.” 

21. The other story O’Neil confirmed is he was one of three Madison 
Square Garden executives pinned to the boards at the same time by 
Adam Graves during a pickup hockey game. 

“He asked, ‘You ever hit anybody?’ No. ‘Take a run at me.’ I skated as 
fast as I can — which was slow — tried to put him into the boards, and I 
bounced off like a superball. And I was running my mouth off the whole 
time, which wasn’t a great idea.” 

When Graves did pin him against the boards, “I felt pressure on my body 
like I’ve never felt before. It felt like an hour, but was probably a minute, 
me and two other guys immobilized.” 
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O’Neil’s new book, Be Where Your Feet Are, is a good read. 

22. When Ryan Pulock played at WHL Brandon, he would occasionally 
go on the ice to help out during rookie camp. During those skates, he 
was was not allowed to take a slap shot. Wrist shots only. 

23. Pulock blew one by Andrei Vasilevskiy for the Game 1 winner over 
Tampa Bay: 

Remaining Time -1:04 

Pulock pots 3rd game-winning-goal to set Isles franchise record 

Goalie whisperer Kevin Woodley reached out to say that these kinds of 
goals are a strange weakness for the phenomenal Lightning netminder. 
According to Steve Valiquette’s Clear Sight Analytics data, Vasilevskiy 
gave up 18 low-percentage goals in the regular season, sixth-most in the 
league. Maybe he likes a good challenge, because his “tough-save” 
percentage is at the top. 

By comparison, fellow Vezina finalists Marc-Andre Fleury and Philipp 
Grubauer allowed six and seven low-percentage goals, respectively. 
Pulock’s goal would also be considered a clear-sighted shot. Vasilevskiy 
allowed nine of those, second-worst. Semyon Varlamov gave up three. I 
find this very odd considering how good he is. Maybe he gets bored. 

24. When the Islanders reached the second round in 2019, we were all 
surprised. When they got to the Eastern Conference Final last year, it 
was more like, “We better get used to this, but is there another level?” 
This season, we’ve found out the answer is yes. What hasn’t changed is 
their commitment to a system, an acceptance of roles and hard-charging 
identity. 

What has changed, I think, is their threat to score. In 2019, they shot 6.7 
per cent at five-on-five, 11th of 16 playoff teams. That jumped to 8.9 in 
2020 (fifth) and 9.7 this year (first). Goals per game jumped from 2.38 
(12th) to three (fifth) to 3.46 (second). In the playoffs, you have to grind 
and you have to check. But you also need to score. They can do it, and 
it’s taken them to another level. 

25. I’ve started to call Montreal “Islanders lite.” Vegas will be a huge 
challenge for them because the Golden Knights are deeper than Toronto 
or Winnipeg. But the Canadiens have committed to playing a certain way 
— disciplined, hard to work through, with human eraser Carey Price as 
the backbone. They’ve got some terrific finishers to capitalize on 
mistakes, too. Seeing Price wink at a teammate after a huge save on 
Mark Stone would thrill me if I were Montreal. You’re under siege, he’s 
making ridiculous saves, but, in that moment, he’s the calm, cool Carey 
Price you need. 

I liked their Game 1 start, but they ran out of steam during second-period 
penalty trouble and got overwhelmed. Biggest question now might be Jeff 
Petry and Shea Weber’s injuries. Petry is wearing a modified glove in 
practice that has the ring finger and pinkie sewn together. The captain, 
who has a bad thumb, was noticeably uncomfortable on Monday. Of 
course, no one would be surprised if he were to cut it off, put it in a bag of 
ice, and re-attach it in July. 

26. Watching the Canadiens every night is Karl Alzner, bought out by 
Montreal last October. He did not play in 2020–21, but skated in Kelowna 
last off-season with a group who lives there — Weber, Ethan Bear, Joel 
Edmundson, Curtis Lazar, Tyler Myers, Brent Seabrook and the Schenns 
among them — and will do so again this summer. He has not given up on 
a return. 

“I’m open to anything, willing to go anywhere,” he said Monday. “I have 
something to prove, and if anyone’s looking to bring in someone with a 
chip on their shoulder, I’d be the guy.” 

Alzner’s focused on his skill development, specifically mentioning Connor 
McDavid and Power Edge Pro. If our conversation revealed one thing, it’s 
that he’s very determined. 

27. Onetime podcast guest Ben Cooper — now an assistant at Red Bull 
Salzburg in Austria — reached out during Game 1 to mention how Peter 
DeBoer was one of the first coaches he knew of to have specific face-off 
pre-scout meetings for his teams. Many coaches do five-on-five, power 
play and penalty kill with some face-off notes included. DeBoer made 
face-offs a mandatory session on its own. Cooper worked in Florida for 
Bob Boughner, who bought into that practice. The Golden Knights made 

life difficult for Colorado and Montreal (in Game 1) off the draw. Win or 
lose, have a plan. 

28. I think Alec Martinez is going to do very well in unrestricted free 
agency. 

29. Mentioned it on Saturday Headlines a couple of weeks ago, but 
wanted to include it here, too: St. Louis made Vince Dunn available, and 
several teams are taking a long look. 

30. It went a little under the radar, but there was a draft showcase last 
week in Erie, Pa. Teams enjoyed the opportunity to see some mid- to 
late-round players they didn’t get a chance to watch this season. Scouts 
were even more paranoid than normal about revealing anything, since 
any edge this season will be enormous. Another previous podcast guest, 
Andrew Perrott, whose father, Nathan, played 89 NHL games with 
Nashville, Toronto and Dallas, organized it. Andrew himself is undrafted, 
and will return to OHL Owen Sound for his overage season. He did a lot 
of work to put together the camp, and it did not go unnoticed. 

31. It’s been a couple weeks, but I was thinking a bit about Naomi 
Osaka’s withdrawal from the French Open. Osaka announced prior to the 
event that she was not going to do media conferences, citing her mental 
health. When she held to that promise after her first win, she was fined 
$15,000 and threatened with removal from the tournament and/or future 
suspensions. In return, she stepped away. 

The more I think about it, the more I wonder: Was there not a better way? 
It doesn’t benefit anyone that Osaka isn’t playing. Isn’t it incumbent on all 
the stakeholders — Osaka, her people, reporters, French Open/Grand 
Slam officials, the women’s Tour — to get together as a group and figure 
out some kind of solution? 

I think we understand that some people are comfortable in front of media 
and some aren’t; some like talking and some don’t; and that can change 
on a daily basis. Some days people want to talk to you; some days they 
don’t. You find a way to make it work. Maybe some days you don’t talk; 
maybe some subjects can be avoided unless impossible to do so. But 
that situation is far better than Osaka not playing and the negative 
reaction to concerns for her comfort level. 

I always believe there’s a solution. You just have to broker it. 
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Sportsnet.ca /  "WHERE SOCIETY FAILS" 

 

By David Singh | Illustrations by Kagan McLeod 

 

Ten years ago, a crushing Game 7 loss for the Canucks turned into a 
terrifying night of chaos and destruction. Looking back at the Vancouver 
Stanley Cup Riot, through the eyes of those who survived it. 

The monitors in the security room provide their only views of the 
maelstrom on the street. There’s a fire blazing outside the store, 
engulfing a tree on the sidewalk. “Burn the f—er down — that’s what I 
like to see,” says a young man standing in front of the flames. A mob is 
gathered near the entrance and several people take turns trying to 
shatter what’s supposed to be break-proof glass. Anything and 
everything is used in the effort — skateboards, a shopping cart acting as 
a battery ram, even a few drop kicks. After two hours of repeated blows, 
the glass finally gives, evoking roaring cheers. 

Inside the security room of the London Drugs at the intersection of 
Granville and Georgia in downtown Vancouver, about 20 employees are 
huddled by the monitors. Dubbed internally as the “safe room,” this space 
is also supposed to be impenetrable, but that means little at the moment. 
The staff is terrified. Some will later say they feared for their lives. With 
the front windows broken, over 300 people have flooded the two-level 
store. Who knows what they’re capable of doing? 
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The mob rushes through the aisles like a wave, stuffing cellphones, 
DVDs, laptops, cosmetics and food into pockets and bags, and 
destroying the fixtures that house expensive products. Nikon DSLR 
cameras are snatched up as easily as apples are plucked from a tree. 
One looter seizes a 50-inch Panasonic plasma TV that was on display, 
but running with such a large item is awkward. As he drops it to the 
ground, the screen is reduced to small shards on the floor. 

“Can you imagine being in that kind of environment?” asks Wynne 
Powell, former CEO of London Drugs, recounting the horror that his 
employees — several of whom suffered long-term psychological issues 
that required therapy — endured in the safe room. “Where society fails 
and you see these things going on?” 

This summer marks 10 years since that calamitous evening. On 
Wednesday, June 15, 2011, the Vancouver Canucks lost Game 7 of the 
Stanley Cup Final to the visiting Boston Bruins. Shortly after the buzzer 
sounded at the end of the third period, chaos filled the streets outside 
Rogers Arena. The ensuing riot created worldwide headlines and etched 
a dark moment in the city’s history. There was a level of destruction 
typically reserved for the movies. However, there was also some valour 
befitting a Hollywood script. 

Before anarchy took over the streets, there was hostility on the ice. The 
back-and-forth 2011 Stanley Cup Final was physical, intense and 
emotionally charged, with each team developing a real distaste for the 
other despite having no pre-existing rivalry. The Canucks, who were the 
NHL’s best club during the regular season, entered Game 6 with a 
chance to clinch the series, but dropped that contest and then the 
deciding seventh game by a combined score of 9–2. That led to a teary 
locker room when it was all over. Head coach Alain Vigneault and owner 
Francesco Aquilini addressed the team with encouraging words, but the 
players couldn’t help but feel the pain that comes with letting a grand 
opportunity slip away. 

TC Carling was the Canucks VP of communications and community 
partnerships at the time, and his role included overseeing the media 
relations department. Following the game, Carling was bouncing 
between the locker and press rooms as he facilitated his team’s 
availability to reporters. The Bruins’ Stanley Cup ceremony was taking 
place on the ice, and Carling made sure that all televisions in the 
dressing room were turned off. He didn’t want any salt added to the 
players’ wounds. 

“We’ve got the most devastating loss in all of these athletes’ careers. And 
then to see what was happening outside was even more disappointing.” 

During the team’s playoff run, Carling often found himself in the laundry 
room. It was quiet and offered respite from his hectic post-game 
responsibilities, as well as the chance to collect his thoughts and even 
hold private conversations with players or staff, if need be. There was a 
small TV in that room, and during one of his visits after Game 7 it 
happened to be on. That’s where Carling first caught wind of what was 
going on outside — news cameras showing scenes of a serious ruckus 
unfolding. 

“It was just so upsetting to layer this on to what was happening within 
your own building,” Carling says. “We’ve got the most devastating loss in 
all of these athletes’ careers. What was happening was so disappointing 
for most of us. And then to see what was happening outside was even 
more disappointing.” He tried to grasp the gravity of the situation and 
immediately began work with security officials to plan an escape route for 
personnel. 

Once Canucks players finished showering and gathering themselves in 
the immediate aftermath of the loss, they headed upstairs to meet their 
families, who were gathered in a suite on an upper level at Rogers 
Arena. When forward Tanner Glass exited an elevator on that floor, he 
noticed, through a window that overlooked the downtown core, black 
smoke billowing in the distance. Wow, what’s going on outside? he 
wondered. When Glass reached the suite, he learned what Carling and 
Co. had informed players and their families — a full-fledged riot had 
commenced. 

“Rightly or not, we were focused on the chance that just passed us by 
and probably a little bit self-centred at the time,” Glass says. “But that 
was washed away pretty quickly when you realized the severity of what 

was happening outside. Thinking about the safety of the people and the 
businesses and the city that we love.” 

Adds Canucks defenceman Dan Hamhuis: “Obviously, there was a lot of 
emotion involved for us with the loss and being so close [to winning the 
Stanley Cup]. And then, to see [the riot], it was just a strange, strange 
night. All those feelings of trying to comprehend if that was really going 
on outside.” 

General manager Mike Gillis was in a boardroom with other team 
executives and their families. He recalls noticing his three kids — aged 
15, 20 and 25 — seemed particularly upset and unnerved. “We were 
exhausted after all of the travel during the playoffs and all of the issues 
we went through in the playoffs. And then to see that, it was shameful,” 
Gillis says. “It was difficult enough to deal with having lost in that final 
game and all the things that we had gone through to get there and how 
difficult it was. And then, to just turn around and be confronted with that 
type of activity and that type of attitude, was very difficult to watch. 

“Then suddenly you become angry about it because you’re just not even 
given an opportunity to evaluate what happened and deal with it with 
your family,” he adds. “You’re thrown in to try to deal with this stuff.” 

“Vancouver had become our home, and we didn’t think that reasonable 
people would do those things.” 

Players and staff were asked to stay in the arena until it was safe to 
leave. Their recollections of exactly how long varies — some say they left 
by 10:00 p.m., while others remember it being much later. They were all 
made aware of routes that would avoid the worst of the rioting. Carling 
and security officials determined the best way for everyone to exit was 
through a loading bay, which would allow them to turn left onto Pacific 
Boulevard and scatter from there. 

When Gillis arrived at his Vancouver home that night, there was a small 
group of people drinking outside, seemingly waiting for him. The crowd 
booed the Gillis family as they got out of their vehicle in the driveway and 
walked into their house. Gillis’s youngest son recalls closing the blinds in 
his bedroom, which faced the street, and hearing furor from the 
gathering. 

“Vancouver had become our home, and we didn’t think that reasonable 
people would do those things,” says Gillis. “But we were wrong.” 

Andrew Ference had once been on the losing end of a Cup Final Game 
7. The defenceman went the distance with a Calgary Flames squad that 
lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2004 and never forgot what it felt like 
to have your childhood dream within reach, then taken away. Here he 
was, though, in Vancouver, erasing some of that pain as a member of the 
Boston Bruins. As he hoisted the Stanley Cup during on-ice celebrations, 
the thought circling his mind was that no matter what, he could now retire 
knowing his name was engraved on the trophy. “All of a sudden, 
everything you’ve been bottling up just comes to the surface,” Ference 
says. 

The party moved from the ice to the locker room, where Bruins players 
revelled in joy and sips of champagne from the silver mug. This was a 
breakthrough for the team’s core — including Mark Recchi, Patrice 
Bergeron and captain Zdeno Chara — which had made the playoffs but 
failed to get past the second round in each of the previous three 
seasons. It was the franchise’s first championship since 1972, and finally 
allowed the Bruins to be mentioned alongside the Patriots, Celtics and 
Red Sox, all of whom had won rings in recent years. 

Stream the Stanley Cup Playoffs with Sportsnet NOW 

Livestream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, blackout-free. Plus 
get the NHL Draft, Free Agency, Blue Jays & MLB, NBA Playoffs 
matchups and more. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

The rumoured plan was to have families and friends in the locker room 
until around 10:00 p.m., and then the players would have it to themselves 
for some time before catching a redeye back to Boston. That changed, 
though. “Somebody just mentioned, in passing, that there’s some 
craziness outside and that we’ve got to get going to the airport if we want 
the police escort,” says Ference. “It’s not like there was a whole lot of 
detail or we knew a whole lot of what was going on. It was just kind of 
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like, ‘If we want the escort, we got to leave now, so wrap it up.’” Players 
hopped in the shower and, in short order, were on the bus headed to 
Vancouver International Airport. 

Shawn Thornton had won a Cup with Anaheim, and remembers drinking 
with teammates in a parking lot tent until the California sun came up. This 
time was obviously different, but he stresses the riot didn’t much impact 
the Bruins’ celebration. “We heard that there was some rioting going on, 
but we were sheltered from it,” Thornton says. “We were in the locker 
room and then we take our bus to our plane and then we flew out, so we 
didn’t know the severity of it. 

“Our focus at that point would have been more on accomplishing our 
life’s goal than what was going on in the city of Vancouver. That’s what 
mattered to us as a team,” he adds. “It’s awful that they rioted. Obviously 
not what anybody would want happening after a Stanley Cup win, no 
matter where you are.” 

Christy Clark avoided watching hockey from arena suites, if she could. 
There’s just too much chatter, making it difficult to focus on the game. 
And with the Canucks on the brink of history, the then-premier of B.C. 
wanted to devote her attention entirely to the ice. She viewed the game 
from seats behind the Bruins’ goal with her then-10-year-old son, 
Hamish. Clark was wearing a Jeff Tambellini jersey — the former 
Canucks winger is from Port Moody, B.C., the first riding she ever 
represented — while her son, a goalie, donned a Roberto Luongo 
sweater. 

Once the game finished and NHL commissioner Gary Bettman awarded 
the Cup to the victors, Clark stuck around to watch Bruins bruiser Milan 
Lucic, a Vancouver native, receive applause from the crowd. As premier 
— she had been sworn in just a few months earlier — Clark had an 
RCMP detail accompanying her. When she and Hamish walked to the 
car that was awaiting them in the parking lot, she was asked to get in 
quickly. 

“I was unprepared to see that car lit on fire.” 

As they drove toward her home in the Mount Pleasant neighbourhood 
south of the arena, Clark noticed the officers were receiving updates in 
their earpieces. They couldn’t quite discern whether what was unfolding 
was a riot or protest, but were careful of repeating anything out loud, so 
as to not alarm Hamish. “I was watchful and worried,” Clark says. “It’s 
one of those moments where you don’t know what direction something 
could go in.” 

When she arrived home and put Hamish to bed — he had school the 
next day — Clark was glued to her TV and phone as she received 
reports from her office and the Office of the Attorney General. “I am 
thinking about how we, how the province, could help,” she says. “When 
you’re in the heat of it, you’ve got to unleash the professionals to get it 
under control, really, before there’s a meaningful role the government 
can take. It’s like when there’s a big fire going, politicians really shouldn’t 
be involved in it at that point. But we should certainly be making sure 
firefighters are available to get in there and do their job.” 

The storm quickly took shape while Clark watched. And she recalls the 
exact moment lightning struck: It was when the first car went up in 
flames. This happened in front of the post office on Georgia Street, next 
to the Queen Elizabeth Theatre and across from the CBC building. The 
area featured a plaza that was a major, open public space, Clark 
describes. “I was unprepared to see that car lit on fire,” she says. “In 
Vancouver, that’s an unbelievable, unheard-of event. Outside of my role 
as a premier, just as a citizen, I sat back and thought, What? In 
Vancouver? How could this be happening in Vancouver?” 

The roller-coaster Cup Final took an emotional toll on more than just the 
players. For Canucks fans, there was optimism at the outset that was 
further emboldened when their team built a 2–0 series lead. However, by 
the time the club dropped Game 6 in Boston, the energy of the fanbase 
had shifted. Charmaine de Silva, a CKNW news reporter at the time, 
remembers sensing that change in the lead-up to the do-or-die finale. 
The overall tone of callers to her radio station veered toward negative. 

“It was beyond that feeling of, ‘Hey, I don’t think we’re going to win the 
Stanley Cup,’” says de Silva. “It just didn’t feel good, and earlier in the 
day, even before the game started, we had reporters from our newsroom 
out on the streets, and they were overhearing kids and groups of people 

saying, ‘Can’t wait to riot tonight,’ like it was a bit of a joke. So, there was 
some commentary. People even saying on air that they were hearing 
that, too.” 

Of course, there was historical precedent for hockey being at the root of 
a riot in the city. When the Canucks lost Game 7 of the 1994 Final to the 
New York Rangers, tumult broke out on the streets of Vancouver. And 
while that was nearly two decades prior, it was part of the city’s history 
and hadn’t faded from its collective consciousness. 

As the Bruins took control with a 3–0 lead near the end of the second 
period, reporters sent word back to the newsroom that people gathered 
in viewing areas were growing restless and despondent. There were 
reports of garbage cans being kicked and some people jumping onto a 
car and screaming, but nothing that yet resembled the complete 
lawlessness to come. 

At that point, de Silva was part of an additional group sent out in the field 
to investigate. Her partner had brought their eight-year-old son downtown 
to take in the festivities. When de Silva met with them on Georgia Street, 
she figured they should probably head home while she carried on with 
her work, just to be safe. As she continued into the fray — and 
contributed to CKNW’s award-winning coverage — de Silva noticed the 
rowdiness was ratcheting up. Then, she came across a car fire. “I think 
everybody knew, ‘Okay, this has taken a turn for the worse,’” she says. 

While calling in a live radio hit on Georgia Street, between Seymour and 
Richards, she spotted people smashing the windows of random stores 
and looting. The type of establishment didn’t seem to matter — a group 
even broke into a Black & Lee and pillaged tuxedos. She found herself 
amidst a large crowd so dense its movement swept people in like a 
current. It carried her in front of The Bay on Granville and Georgia — 
across from London Drugs. She needed to deliver another hit to the 
station. It was loud and for a brief moment, de Silva bent over as she 
held her Blackberry to her ear, trying to block out noise while she went on 
air. Suddenly, she was yanked from behind. She thought someone was 
trying to attack her. 

“I didn’t know if I’m being pulled by some part of the mob, stranger, 
what’s happening,” says de Silva. “I look up and I see a videographer 
who works for a competing station. He’s got his one hand on his camera 
and the other hand he had used to yank me…. There was a large 
wooden display right by the window and they were toppling it over. So, 
this other journalist basically saw that I had my back to a dangerous 
situation and he yanked me away. And just after he yanked me away is 
when the display case fell. It would have fallen on me.” 

“I think everybody knew, ‘Okay, this has taken a turn for the worse.’” 

Robert MacKay noticed the fracas in front of The Bay and ran over to 
investigate. He had watched Game 7 with his girlfriend, Tammy, at the 
Astoria Hotel on East Hastings Street, and, because the weather was 
pleasant, they had decided to walk home. MacKay saw a man standing 
in front of the department store facing down what seemed like hundreds 
of people. He was yelling, “This is my city,” and imploring the crowd to 
calm down and not inflict further damage. MacKay heard the man’s plea, 
and something about it resonated. His adrenalin was pumping, adding to 
the alcohol already in his system. So he joined the stranger in front of the 
mob, their backs up against the store. “You see what people are doing 
and then you just get more and more angry with the destruction,” 
MacKay says. “I just wanted to do my part rather than try to contribute to 
the madness. Trying to do something to help prevent it.” 

Somebody lunged at MacKay with a metal pole. He wrestled control of it 
away from the attacker and then pointed it toward the crowd. His goal 
was to use it to push people away from the windows; his mistake was 
exposing his back. MacKay was quickly surrounded and pushed to the 
ground, where he was kicked, punched and hit with pepper spray. The 
aerosol served to disperse the crowd, leaving MacKay to gather himself 
as he dealt with the intense burning sensation in his eyes and on his 
face. 

He couldn’t see, but soon felt two young men carrying him down the 
block, away from everything. Bystanders realized he was writhing in pain 
and offered him water bottles to pour over his head. He reached a 
policeman and because MacKay couldn’t see, he asked the officer to 
reach into his pocket, unlock his phone, and call Tammy. About 30 
minutes later, he was reunited with his girlfriend. As the effects of the 
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pepper spray began to wear off, they decided to head home on foot. 
MacKay’s body was extremely sore, especially his ribs, and he sported a 
large bump on the back of his head. However, he wasn’t seriously injured 
and opted against going to the hospital. “I felt like I took some good 
shots,” he says. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“I call it, ‘Don’t be a tourist,’” Lam says. “Head on a swivel, always 
looking, observing potential pictures and potential hazards, and always 
thinking, Once you’re done taking those pictures, where are you going 
next? And at a certain point, figuring out what your escape route is.” 

The streets of Vancouver provided ample opportunity for compelling 
photos that night. At one point, Lam observed mounted police assemble 
in a line while, in front of them, officers on foot, equipped with batons and 
shields, pushed the crowd back a few hundred metres. It’s a visual Lam 
equates to the Running of the Bulls in Spain. “If you don’t move, they’re 
coming right over top of you,” he says. 

After one of those pushes down Seymour Street, when there was a 
momentary pause as police regrouped, Lam spotted two people lying in 
the middle of the road. One of them appeared to be in distress. Lam 
thought they might be victims of police brutality. From a photographic 
perspective, he figured the shot looked interesting with an injured person 
juxtaposed against cops holding batons in the background. After he 
snapped it, Lam quickly glanced at the screen on the back of his camera 
to see if it was in focus and then, staying true to his rule, kept moving. 

When he eventually returned to Rogers Arena and handed his memory 
card to an editor, Lam learned the truth behind the photo, which ended 
up being his most memorable work from the evening. It turned out the 
moment he’d captured wasn’t one person helping an injured rioter on the 
ground — it was a couple kissing. The photograph went viral and 
garnered attention from across the globe — a morning show from 
Australia even reached out to Lam for an interview. It later won a 
National Newspaper Award. 

“I was packing up my camera when someone said, ‘Hey, nice pictures of 
the kissing couple.’ And in my mind, I don’t remember that anyone was 
kissing in that whole thing,” recalls Lam. “And so, I went back to the 
editing room just to make sure and clear anything up. Sure enough, they 
had it big on the screen and it was just like, ‘Okay, there are two people 
kissing there.’ It didn’t really cross my mind much, though. It’d been a 
long day. The talk of the room was, ‘Hey, nice picture.’ I’m thinking, 
Where are we going to go eat?” 

St Paul’s Hospital, located about 1.5 kilometres from ground zero, saw 
the brunt of traffic that night. A code orange was called, which is reserved 
for disasters, such as massive fires, earthquakes or airplane crashes. A 
station was set up outside the hospital with six large, green garbage pails 
filled with water for people exposed to tear gas to wash their eyes and 
faces. There was concern that bringing them inside the building would 
essentially gas the emergency ward. The smell of the spray was thick in 
the air, despite the distance between the hospital and where it was 
deployed. Dr. Eric Grafstein, head of the St. Paul’s emergency 
department at the time, recalls an acrid taste in his mouth after spending 
just a few minutes outside. 

The hospital treated 114 people from the riot that night, he says, noting 
that a significant portion had consumed alcohol. Around 50 people had 
injuries — mostly soft tissue or head injuries — and of that lot, only three 
required admission, a figure less than the hospital’s normal daily rate. 
One man had broken ribs and a collapsed lung, but he was well enough 
to go home in the morning. “We thought we were going to be 
overwhelmed,” Grafstein says. “But in truth, there was a busy spike for 
about four or five hours, and then it kind of died down.” 

Grafstein went home around 2:00 a.m., once the department stabilized. 
He could still hear some sirens off in the distance when he left the 
hospital, and, looking back now, says the night had surreal qualities. 

“It was certainly one of the most unique experiences,” says Grafstein. 
“Unique, because it basically was, from a medical perspective, very 
positive…. Lots of people came in to help. We had to turn physicians 

away. Cardiologists called and said, ‘Can I come and help?’ And we 
would say, ‘No.’” 

The final numbers are staggering. The chaos lasted five hours. In that 
time, rioters damaged or destroyed 112 businesses and 122 vehicles, 
according to a 2016 report by the B.C. government. Businesses suffered 
losses estimated at $2.7 million, and civilians lost an additional $540,000. 
The report also pinpointed 52 assaults against police, emergency 
personnel and civilians. 

There were considerable efforts to prosecute those who participated in 
the riot, in part, to set an example. B.C.’s Criminal Justice Branch laid 
912 charges against 300 suspects, including 54 youths. 

“The rioters turned out to be hooligans who would later say, ‘I got caught 
up in the moment,’” Jim Chu, former Vancouver Police Department chief, 
says in an email. “We posted pictures on websites and printed wanted 
posters. While there was a mix of backgrounds, including some with 
criminal records, our investigators noticed that many rioters were 
identified by former schoolteachers. 

“There were also otherwise good people, not criminals, who just got 
caught up in the insanity and were a perfect example of the contagion 
effect that can occur — it is a psychological phenomenon that police 
study and try to develop proactive strategies to address.” 

“I don’t think the riot left any long-term stain. It just can’t happen again.” 

Aquilini, the Canucks owner, and captain Henrik Sedin visited Chu and 
frontline officers at VPD headquarters soon after the Cup Final to show 
support. The club won the Presidents’ Trophy again the following season 
(before suffering a first-round loss to the Los Angeles Kings) and in the 
lead up to the 2012 playoffs, launched a PSA campaign on how to 
celebrate responsibly with the tagline, This Is Our Home. 

“If I’m being honest, I think I live in the nicest city I’ve ever been to in the 
most beautiful province,” says Carling, the former Canucks 
communications staffer. “I don’t think [the riot] left any long-term [stain]. 
The key will be next time. It just can’t happen again. The fact that it 
happened twice is really upsetting. But it cannot happen again.” 

The riot led to deep introspection across the board — police, media, 
politicians and fans were all left with lessons to take away. Tied into that 
was the overarching question of where Vancouver stood as a global city. 
“It was a jolting reminder that we as a city have got big-city problems,” 
says Christy Clark, the former B.C. premier. “With big-city status and big-
city attractiveness and big-city growth, you get big-city problems.” 

Charmaine de Silva, who reported on the riot and now works as news 
director at NEWS 1130 & CityNews Vancouver, says the city has 
undergone a maturation process over the past decade. Shame 
eventually gave way to a concerted focus on how to successfully hold 
large public events. In her role as co-chair of the Vancouver Pride 
Society, de Silva was involved in planning the Pride Festival parade for a 
number of years. Following the riot, she recalls it was difficult to get city 
approval to serve alcohol in public plazas or beer gardens. However, that 
shifted around four years ago. 

“[It was] almost like we were grounded,” de Silva says. “And I feel like 
we’re getting to the point now where it’s like we’ve grown up a little bit 
more and we can talk about having these events. And it doesn’t feel like 
your parents are still mad at you. 

“It’s not that I don’t think we could ever have a riot again,” de Silva 
continues. “But I think it was such a thoroughly embarrassing experience 
for people from Vancouver. A lot of these people were charged. There 
was public shaming. People’s lives were destroyed. So there’s a sense of 
embarrassment, but there was accountability…. I think there’s just a 
feeling that we don’t want to get there again.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.16.2021 

1189680 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Game 1 loss exposes problem Montreal faces 
without Petry 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 16, 2021 

 

Eric Engels June 15, 2021, 1:32 AM 

 

Think back to the trade deadline, when Marc Bergevin seemed 
somewhat frustrated with the outcome of the day — the acquisition of 
Erik Gustafsson a pittance for what he had really hoped to accomplish. 

As an NHL player, Bergevin spent 19 years on the blue line, playing for 
nine different teams and learning first-hand just how crucial defensive 
depth is when the games tighten up and the runs go deep into spring and 
bleed into summer. In his first eight seasons as Montreal Canadiens 
general manager, there was seemingly no asset he placed a bigger 
premium on, often saying, “You can never have enough defenceman.” 
And in this one — his ninth — he had his sights set on doing more than 
just adding warm bodies at the position. 

Bergevin wanted an upgrade on the right side, a player who could slot in 
on the Canadiens’ third pair but easily move their way up without 
seeming out of place. The kind of player who could’ve helped fill the 
Montreal-sized pothole Jeff Petry’s absence left in their core in Monday’s 
4-1, series-opening loss to the Vegas Golden Knights in Game 1 of this 
Stanley Cup semifinal. 

Had Bergevin found one, the issue wouldn’t have been as glaring on this 
night. Instead, it was right under the spotlight — an inescapable reality 
that could prove costly as this series continues against a Golden Knights 
team in possession of the NHL’s most versatile arsenal. 

“I think we’re all aware I won’t publicly comment on players belonging to 
other teams, but I can confirm I spoke with pretty much every team on 
the players who were available,” Bergevin said after Gustafsson was the 
last player to join the Canadiens, on April 12. “There were some that the 
media suggested were available who weren’t in the end, and there were 
others who were.” 

Jon Merrill had come in a day earlier to serve as an insurance policy. 
Bergevin moved a 2021 fifth-round pick and a C-level prospect in Hayden 
Verbeek to acquire him from the Detroit Red Wings, and there was hope 
he could be a steady sixth or seventh defenceman next to a player who 
could be much more than that. 

That player was never intended to be Gustafsson, who came over at half 
pay and for a 2022 seventh-round pick from the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Remaining Time -2:28 

Ducharme says Canadiens must be more consistent at all positions 

Had Bergevin landed Jamie Oleksiak — the six-foot-seven, left-shooting-
but-capable-on-the-right-side defenceman who was retained by the 
Dallas Stars for a race to the playoffs they fell short of winning — we 
might not have seen the Golden Knights find their way to Carey Price’s 
crease more often than either the Winnipeg Jets or Toronto Maple Leafs 
were able to at any point with Petry filling out the top-four through all but 
one game of the first two rounds of the playoffs. 

A successful push for New York Rangers outcast Tony DeAngelo would 
have been widely admonished given DeAngelo’s checkered reputation as 
a person known for a couple of racist outbursts and several conflicts with 
teammates, but Bergevin had to feel the issue was pressing enough to 
risk that. It was reported by Elliotte Friedman he was willing to make 
DeAngelo whole if the Rangers opted to buy him out, and he clearly felt 
this was an opportunity to mitigate the potential problem his team might 
eventually run up against. 

But there it was, popping out to the eye while the Canadiens were in full 
control of Monday’s first period. Gustafsson, a power-play specialist, 
coughed up the puck at five-on-five and led Ben Chiarot, who was 
playing out of position on the right, to ice the puck. 

Shea Theodore’s 100.8-m.p.h. blast through Gustafsson’s screen to 
break Montreal’s run of 447:08 without surrendering a lead in these 
playoffs was the second play to expose Petry’s absence. 

The next two came with Canadiens lefty Brett Kulak on the right, where 
he proved to be at a deficit all season, which was a big part of the reason 
he was scratched for 10 games. One came from Alex Martinez, on a 
brilliant fake from Theodore, who left his partner a wide-open net to make 
the game 2-0 Golden Knights at the 2:18 mark of the second period. 

The one scored by Mattias Janmark — after Cole Caufield potted his 
first-ever playoff goal on the power play — was the killer, with Kulak 
attempting to box him out but failing to tie up his stick. 

The game was sealed on Nick Holden’s shot at 10:06 in the third, making 
it the seventh point the Golden Knights defence had contributed. It came 
with Chiarot and Shea Weber sucking wind after a long shift, after they 
had each already skated more than 22 minutes in the game. 

The Golden Knights generated 18 shots from the blue line, they made it 
near impossible to get to Marc-Andre Fleury once they secured a lead 
(thanks in large part to the quality saves Fleury made before Theodore 
beat Price), and they attacked the weak links on Montreal’s blue line with 
all four of their forward lines. 

Remaining Time -5:28 

Canadiens happy with start but know they must be better 

They reaped the benefits. 

“There’s a few situations where we can react better,” said Canadiens 
coach Dominique Ducharme after his team’s seven-game winning streak 
was busted. 

There was enough of them to show just how hard the game can be 
without the defenceman who scored at a higher pace this season than he 
did in each of the last three seasons prior, over which he collected at 
least 40 points. The Canadiens missed Petry on the breakout, they 
missed him on zone entries, and they especially missed him in front of 
their own net, completing a duo with Joel Edmundson and a nasty top-
four with Chiarot and Weber. 

“He’s a key piece to our team,” said Edmundson. “He was our best 
defenceman all year and he’s obviously huge on the power play, too. 
We’re definitely missing him out there, but I think he’s right around the 
corner. So, hopefully he’ll get back soon.” 

Just how effective Petry will be — after a freak accident saw him jam two 
of his fingers on his right hand through the camera slot along the glass in 
Game 3 against Winnipeg — is up in the air. But his presence alone 
would shift certain players back into their proper place and potentially 
help the Canadiens avoid making the few mistakes that can cost you a 
game. 

If the 33-year-old isn’t available for Wednesday’s Game 2, Ducharme will 
have a complex decision to make to help the Canadiens better navigate 
his absence. 

Does he trust Alex Romanov on the right after saying for most of the 
season he prefers him on the left? Can he go back to Kulak there? 
Would Merrill, who was injured in Game 5 of Round 1 against Toronto, 
be ready to step back in? Or would Ducharme be willing to turn to natural 
righty Cale Fleury, who spent the season with the AHL’s Laval Rocket 
after making a relatively successful debut with the Canadiens in 2019-
20? 

The coach is hoping Petry can withstand the pain and reach a level that 
presents a better option. 

“We said that he could be back early in the series,” Ducharme said after 
Petry participated in Monday’s morning skate wearing a non-contact 
jersey. “With the info we have, we’re confident he’ll be back soon.” 

The Canadiens need him, because they don’t have anyone who can 
adequately replace him. 
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