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Are Rod Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes close to a deal? Is Dougie Hamilton really a 
goner? Bag of Jerks 

By Sara Civian 

Craig Custance mentioned on The Athletic Hockey Show 
yesterday that I’ll have something to write about every week 
this offseason, and I have no idea what that guy is talking 
about. 

It’s not like there’s a certain No. 1 defenseman on the 
market, a certain Jack Adams finalist on the loose or an 
expansion draft featuring a former Hurricanes general 
manager looming, right? 

Right? 

*Sigh* 

I promise I’m not going anywhere if you don’t go anywhere, 
and as Custance was saying, it’s actually more enjoyable for 
beat reporters to have real stuff to talk about in the 
offseason. 

Let’s dive right in with the first Bag of Jerks of the offseason. 

Note: Questions may be edited for clarity and style. 

What are you hearing about Rod Brind’Amour’s contract 
situation? A lot of media is obsessed with portraying it 
negatively despite your previous reporting and I’m stressed. 
— Thomas H. 

First of all, thank you for listening to me from the start, haha. 
Sometimes it feels like I’m screaming into the void when 
people in other markets come out with these speculative 
reports saying “Brind’Amour is a free agent and might be 
coming to town,” when I feel like I’ve already debunked his 
being anywhere close to leaving Carolina. As I’ve said, this 
situation clearly hasn’t been smooth sailing. There’s plenty to 
question about how much money he’s going to make, what 
the term will be and what, specifically, has been the holdup. 
We’ll get to that when the deal is done. 

I’m hearing they’re getting it done, and soon, like end-of-the-
week soon. If Brind’Amour isn’t re-signed by the beginning of 
next week, I’d be surprised. 

I also want to use the word “disheartening” to describe 
certain reports I’ve seen linking Brind’Amour to Seattle. It’s 
one thing to speculate and ask great questions like our Ryan 
Clark has — that’s what we call due diligence. It’s another to 
connect certain dots and make some assumptions and let 
people think they’re facts. 

All I’ll say about this is remember it was Tom Dundon and 
Don Waddell, not Francis, who made Brind’Amour head 
coach. And remember who was head coach before 
Brind’Amour, and remember when that guy very bizarrely 
didn’t make Justin Williams the captain of the team. Then 
remember that was basically the first move Brind’Amour 
made. 

I am not insinuating that there is any bad blood between 
Francis and Brind’Amour about this whole situation, and I’m 
not trying to bring up anything else about Bill Peters. But 
based on the Williams captaincy situation alone — and how 
it might’ve rubbed Brind’Amour the wrong way that Peters 
was still the coach after that, ignoring everything — I wish 
people put more thought into the dots they’re connecting. 

(Editor’s note: After this story was published, the Hurricanes 
announced that Brind’Amour and Waddell will meet with the 
media at 11 a.m. ET on Thursday.) 

With the Canes giving assistant coach Dean Chynoweth 
permission to speak to other teams regarding opportunities, 
is this a precursor to Brind’Amour not returning as head 
coach and perhaps pursuing a head coaching job with the 
Rangers or Kraken? — Nicholas R. 

First, a note that this question was asked before the Rangers 
hired Gerard Gallant to be their coach. 

Second, the answer is no. 

I’ve seen some pessimism from other reporters about the 
Canes re-signing Dougie Hamilton and other UFAs. Do you 
feel the same or is there a good chance we see Dougie plus 
some guys like Brock McGinn and Petr Mrazek back with the 
team? — Owen B. 

Well, call this the Happiest Mailbag On Earth. 

The Hurricanes have some tough decisions ahead of them 
that aren’t going to please everybody. It would be 
mathematically impossible and pretty shortsighted to bring 
the whole band back together, unfortunately. 

I am … educatedly speculating … here, but based on the 
way the Canes ran with Alex Nedeljkovic at the end of the 
playoffs, that he’s an RFA and had a superb regular season, 
it’s fair to assume we’ve seen the end of Mrazek’s time with 
the Hurricanes. Again, anything could happen, but ask 
yourself what really makes sense. 

Then there’s Dougie, who has been given permission to talk 
to other teams in sort of a write-your-own offer sheet 
situation. It seems like the Canes are hoping those other 
teams offer less than an eight-year term, and they’d be much 
more willing to match a shorter term. It’s tough to say if he’s 
a goner or not without knowing what the other teams are 
offering. 

As for the bottom-six guys, I’d expect maybe one of them 
back, but it all depends on if anyone is willing to take a pay 
cut. 

Hi Sara, will Hamilton leaving be replaceable internally and 
when he leaves where is he likely to sign and why is it 
Calgary again? — Brad W. 
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Brad, thanks for making me laugh with the end of the 
question there. 

To be frank, Hamilton leaving is absolutely not something the 
Canes can replace internally. He’s been the best offensive 
defenseman in multiple aspects over the past three, four 
years. The Canes have been one of the best teams in terms 
of shrewd replacements for talent, and they’ve been able to 
avoid some bad contracts with their methods of developing a 
strong farm system and trading for guys on the last year of 
their contracts, etc. 

This has been sort of a serendipitous hybrid of the Pete 
Karmanos and Francis years and the Dundon and Waddell 
years. Now we’re going full Dundon/Waddell as the team is 
close to Cup contention, and you’re hard-pressed to find a 
Cup contender that didn’t over-extend itself in some way. 

The developing talent and rotation of prime skill on one-year 
deals works stupendously with your supporting cast, but I 
have a hard time believing you can apply the same logic to 
Hamilton. 

Where is he likely to sign? I still think the Canes are front-
runners, but I’ll be contributing to stories around the site from 
other potential bidders. Look out for one in the near future. 

With Carolina having such a deep blue line, wouldn’t it make 
sense to leave Brady Skjei unprotected in the expansion 
draft and complete a sign-and-trade with Dougie Hamilton? 
Bringing in more playmakers will help a team that lost in the 
playoffs because it couldn’t score. — Marty L. 

How is the Hurricanes giving up their No. 4 highest scorer 
going to help them score? 

*Punches imaginary brick wall that I have apparently been 
talking to for weeks* (I’m just kidding :)) 

Also, where is the deep blue line when you lose Skjei and 
Hamilton? 

You can lose Skjei (and that’d be helpful for cap reasons, 
obviously), and I suppose you could lose Hamilton with a 
good enough backup plan. 

But how are you gonna lose both and call this the deep blue 
line it once was? 

You lose both of them and you worsen the scoring woes and 
the blue line. 

Hey Sara! Out of the third or fourth line guys who are free 
agents this offseason, who is the most important for Waddell 
to re-sign? — Ryan C. 

Hey! As callous as this might sound, it’s basically whoever is 
willing to take a pay cut. 

In a capless world, though, it’s McGinn. 

He’s the most effective on the ice and it isn’t close, he’s 
beloved by Brind’Amour for good reason and he has been 
incredibly important to this team. 

You could say basically the same thing about Jordan 
Martinook, and personally, I hope he stays because he’s an 
amazing guy and I appreciate his insight. 

But McGinn’s on-ice versatility and production speaks for 
itself — especially in the playoffs. 

It’s going to suck for the Hurricanes to lose any of these 
guys. But if they want the exact same deal, you’ve gotta go 
with McGinn. If Martinook is willing to take a significant pay 
cut, you keep him. 

Why is Dundon so hesitant to take care of non-player 
personnel in the organization? Any time we have staff 
contracts come up, he doesn’t seem to negotiate, cuts bait 
and seems to go with somebody we already employ in that 
position. — David S. 

Great point about how Dundon operates to maximize the on-
ice product. I get into the set budget here in a fun back-and-
forth with Custance and Sean Gentille. 

I need to hear that Tripp Tracy will be re-signed soon, and 
that it will be the fair treatment the Canes’ cool uncle/heart of 
the franchise deserves. Got anything for that? — Michael C. 

The only thing I can say right now is the vibes are good. 

If you had to take a 12-hour car ride with three current Canes 
players and one former one, who do you want in the car with 
you for fun and interesting conversation? — Barry B. 

Hah, good question. Brind’Amour is a no-brainer — always 
love to talk shop about his coaching strategy. I don’t think 
you can leave Mike Commodore out of this if we’re going fun 
and interesting, though, and I’d be able to ask him about 
Brind’Amour. So Commie it is. 

Without including UFAs, here we go: 

If it isn’t clear already, Teuvo Teravainen is my favorite 
person on God’s green Earth, so that goes without saying. 

For some reason, Brett Pesce thinks he’s bad at interviews, 
but I think he’s one of the most insightful and funny guys on 
the team, so him too. 

I’ll go Nedeljkovic to round it out. He always has a lot to say. 

We’re (mostly) college fans who have fallen in love with a 
professional team that happens to play in a college town. 
Because of that, it seems like we value our coaches, players, 
announcers, arena PA guy, mascot, commercial actresses, 
etc., in a way that doesn’t really exist in other markets, and 
we certainly handle criticism and blame differently (look our 
guys tried hard OK?). Is that more of a blessing or a curse 
for an owner and a general manager who have to view 
people as assets? — Ben S. 

What an excellent question, with so much truth to it. There’s 
definitely a different feeling in the air here, and part of it is 
because of what you said, but I wouldn’t blame anyone 
around here for the way criticism is handled. I think I would 
be sensitive to criticism, too, if in your position. 

As I got into with the Brind’Amour situation above, the some 
of the lazy, speculative pieces framed as “in the know” from 
people who have never stepped foot in Raleigh or talked to 
Brind’Amour or Waddell about the situation is appalling. 

I think part of it is because, as I went over above, there are 
reporters who unfortunately turn whims or rumors into 
reports that are intentionally pot-stirring at best and factually 
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inaccurate at worst. It’s funny because when I worked in 
Boston and Pittsburgh, that kind of stuff would come out from 
the inside. I don’t always agree with or even get along with 
the members of the local Raleigh media, but in my time here, 
none of them has ever published something I felt was 
straight-up wrong with the purpose of misleading people. 

You’re constantly having to defend the team you love from 
disingenuous outside speculation, you’re going to be a bit 
defensive when faced with fair criticism. 

Is this a blessing or a curse for an owner and a GM who 
have to view people as assets? 

Short answer, I don’t think they really care. They’re focused 
on keeping a small-market team “relevant” and lucrative, and 
part of that has to be an internal budget none of us will ever 
see. Part of the reason this fan base sort of clings to 
figureheads more than others is also because, until recently, 
it was all you really had. With three consecutive playoff 
appearances, this is slowly starting to change.

 

 

Smith: What I'll Remember About the 2020-21 Season 

By Michael Smith 

What was the 2020-21 season like? 

To borrow a word from every television commercial in the 
calendar year 2020, it was unprecedented. 

It was wildly successful for the Carolina Hurricanes, who 
finished with 36 wins and 80 points, second-most in the 
league, in 56 games and their first division title since 2005-
06. 

It was an unpredictable adventure, from the first drop of the 
puck in January to the final horn in June. 

It was fun and challenging. It was a grind. It was lonely. It 
was trying. It was abnormal. It was memorable. It was 
unique. 

It was many things, and I'll remember two diametrically 
opposed scenes from it: how it began and how it ended. 

The season began, of course, against a backdrop of anxious 
anticipation and curious uncertainty. For the Canes, it 
paused again almost just as suddenly. 

It was Friday, Jan. 15, the morning after the Canes had shut 
out the Detroit Red Wings in the long-awaited season 
opener. One win down, 55 to go, right? What could go 
wrong? 

We woke up to a message on our phones. A positive 
COVID-19 test. No practice. Other than a team breakfast, we 
were to isolate in our hotel rooms. 

Maybe it was a false positive, we hoped. After all, protocols 
were in place for a reason. We were still getting tested each 
and every morning. We should be fine. We should be. 

By Tuesday morning, four more players had tested positive, 
and the good vibes from two wins in the first three games 
were quickly dashed by a sense of concern. How are we 
going to get through an entire season? What if more players 
or coaches or staff get sick? What if I get sick? What are we 
even doing here? 

Additional positive test results were expected in the coming 
days, which gave way to a long, worrisome, stressful week. I 
went home to my pregnant wife. We both wore masks in the 
house. We ate and slept in separate rooms. We kept our 
distance. 

The outbreak was thankfully contained before it spread too 
aggressively. Even still, an environment laden with personal 
protective equipment and daily testing was exposed to a 
highly contagious, potentially deadly virus. This wasn't a 
bubble. The threat was very real. 

But the show had to go on, and after a necessary shutdown 
of team facilities, it was time to press play. 

The season began again in Raleigh on Jan. 28. A home 
game. An actual, real-life hockey game inside PNC Arena, 
11 long months after the last. There were no more than 50 
human beings in the stands, a true friends-and-family affair, 
plus 1,000 cardboard cutouts of fans (and some pets). Their 
support from the Loudest Houses in the NHL was felt, but 
their in-arena energy was, well, stiff - a joke that's of course 
never been made before and is totally original. 

It was, if nothing else, a step toward some semblance of 
normalcy that we once had grown so accustomed to, even in 
the midst of a situation that was decidedly not normal. 

The season ended on June 8, as the clock ticked down to 
0.0 in Game 5 of the Second Round of the 2021 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

In the 130 days in between, we rediscovered what normal 
really was. Vaccine rates increased, and COVID-19 numbers 
dipped. Protocols eventually loosened, and crowd size at 
PNC Arena swelled from virtually zero to practically a full 
barn. 

Fans first returned on March 4, a 15%-of-capacity capacity 
crowd of 2,924 fans that, compared to what came before it, 
created what might as well have been a playoff atmosphere. 

More and more fans returned in the last two months of the 
regular season. By Game 1 of the First Round, PNC Arena's 
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lower bowl was packed, which made the then-capacity crowd 
of 12,000 look and feel even more substantial. 

Attendance topped out at 16,299 for the Second Round. 
Carolina Panthers head coach Matt Rhule captured a video 
of the raucous atmosphere inside PNC Arena during Game 5 
and sent it to his son and a couple of his players, including 
future MVP running back Christian McCaffrey. 

"I haven't seen a full crowd with this energy and electricity in 
such a long time," Rhule remarked. "It's a community event. 
It's always us vs. them. The crowd is doing an amazing job 
tonight. The atmosphere here is fantastic." 

To imagine that sort of scene some 150 days prior would 
have been a dream sequence. At times, it still felt like that. 

But it wasn't. It was very real. It was an immersive shared 
experience among a diverse, unified community - sports, as 
they're meant to be enjoyed. 

As the Canes and Tampa Bay Lightning exchanged 
handshakes at center ice a week ago, a chant of "Let's go 
Canes!" rang out. There wasn't a Storm Surge, which made 
its first-ever appearance this postseason, but there was a 
final stick salute to the one through line that's connected us 
during all of this: you, the fans. 

A lot changed in the five months that passed during the 
2020-21 season. Even more has changed since the 2000-01 
season. What hasn't changed in the last 20 years, though, is 
the unique connection this team shares with this fanbase. 

The Canes, playing their second season in Raleigh, faced off 
with the defending Stanley Cup champion New Jersey Devils 
in the 2001 Eastern Conference Quarterfinals. The Canes 
became just the 10th team in NHL history to force a Game 6 
after falling down 3-0 in a best-of-seven series. Though the 
Canes lost that series-deciding game, 5-1, the sellout crowd 
at what was then known as the Raleigh Entertainment and 

Sports Arena showered the team with a roaring standing 
ovation in the final minutes of the game. 

"If anybody now says there is no future for hockey here or 
that hockey doesn't belong here then they are wrong," 
goaltender Arturs Irbe told reporters afterward. "They opened 
their hearts to us, and we felt that way to them." 

In 2001, the fans were just happy to see their Canes on 
hockey's ultimate stage, battling the reigning champions. 

In 2021, Canes were supposed to be on that stage. Yes, the 
team fell short of its ultimate goal, especially after such a 
successful regular season, and that's a disappointment - and 
that just goes to show how much expectations have 
changed. 

But don't mistake cheering after an elimination game for 
what it's not. There's still a sense of pride and unity amongst 
a fanbase that, when sitting courtside or at the 50-yard line, 
might otherwise have opposing rooting interests. 

And, after living and ultimately persevering through one of 
the more wearying years we may ever face in our lifetimes, 
we all yearned to have something - anything - to cheer for. 

The Carolina Hurricanes were that thing, no matter the 
outcome. 

"Yeah, they're cheering for us, but they were just cheering 
that they got to go outside, root for a team and have a sense 
of, OK, this is kind of normal again," head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said in the First Round. "Forget about all the 
crap that's gone on. It's just, hey, we're here to enjoy 
ourselves, and that's what life is about. We can do it in an 
environment with people you love and care about, and what 
the heck? Why wouldn't you? I think it just all came out." 

I'll never forget how the 2020-21 season began for the 
Canes, and because of y'all, I'll never forget how it ended, 
either.
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Martinook of Hurricanes has knee surgery, to be OK for start of 2021-22 

Forward can become unrestricted free agent, hopes to re-
sign with Carolina 

By Tracey Myers 

Jordan Martinook had meniscal debridement surgery on his 
right knee Wednesday and the Carolina Hurricanes forward 
is expected to be ready for the start of next season. 

Martinook scored 13 points (four goals, nine assists) in 44 
regular-season games this season and had three assists in 
11 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

The 28-year-old, who can become an unrestricted free agent 
July 28, said June 11 he'd like to re-sign with Carolina. 

"I came here three years ago and felt I was part of the 
culture change a little bit," he said. "I can put a little feather in 
my cap for that. There's a group of us who have been here 
for three years who have been the driving force of trying to 
turn this thing this around. I think we have. I want to see I 
through." 

Martinook was acquired by the Hurricanes in a trade with the 
Arizona Coyotes for forward Marcus Kruger on May 3, 2018. 
He signed a two-year, $4 million contract ($2 million average 
annual value) on Jan. 29, 2019. 

The Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed in the Discover Central 
Division, defeated the No. 4 Nashville Predators in six games 
in the best-of-7 Stanley Cup First Round this season before 
losing to the No. 3 Tampa Bay Lightning in five games in the 
second round. 

"I think we're right there, we're so close, and if I were to go 
somewhere else it would be tough to see if they were to win 
here because I'd feel I was a big part of it," Martinook said. 
"At the end of the day it's a business. I want to stay here, I 
just had a baby girl and I have to look out for myself and my 
family. At the end of the day, I want to be a Hurricane and 
hopefully we can make that happen."
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To win the Stanley Cup, you must have your heart broken first 

By Greg Wyshynski  

Nathan MacKinnon was understandably surly. 

The Colorado Avalanche had been eliminated by the Vegas 
Golden Knights with four straight losses following two wins to 
open the series. He was being asked a series of questions 
from the media -- some salient, some startlingly incoherent -- 
about what went wrong and what happens next. And all 
MacKinnon could think about was having to hear, "wait 'til 
next year" instead of feeling the weight of the Stanley Cup in 
his hands for the first time. 

"There's always next year," MacKinnon lamented. "That's all 
we talk about, I feel like. I'm going into my ninth year next 
year and I haven't won s---. 

"It felt like last year was our first real chance to win, and this 
year, I thought we were the best team in the league. But for 
whatever reason, we just couldn't get it together." 

There's one reason, actually. The reason you hear from so 
many players and coaches whose teams finally get over the 
postseason hump to win the Cup. 

You have to lose before you learn how to win. 

Not just lose. Teams lose all the time. That Avalanche squad 
that MacKinnon referenced, from the bubble last summer? 
They lost. They had excuses. The injuries piled up, to the 
point where third-string goalie Michael Hutchinson started 
Game 7 for them. The Dallas Stars team that eliminated 
them? Pretty good, having later advanced to play for the 
Stanley Cup. 

The loss was a bummer, but an explainable one. 

No, what the Avalanche needed was the epic failure. The 
kind of defeat that shatters a team's collective heart because 
the players believe they have a series in hand, or because it 
was ostensibly "their year" to win. The undercurrent of bile in 
every word MacKinnon uttered after Vegas turfed his team 
makes you think Colorado just experienced that kind of 
trouncing. 

It's an education. A trial by fire. 

"Trust me: you learn more from losing sometimes than you 
do from winning," said New York Islanders coach Barry 
Trotz. "It hardens you. You understand the moments more. 
And you get to a point where you don't want to lose 
anymore." 

Trotz saw this firsthand with the Washington Capitals. The 
team couldn't get past the second round in his first three 
seasons there, losing in consecutive playoff series against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins. The third time was the charm: once 
they eliminated Pittsburgh in six games in the second round 
in 2018, you could have crowned them champions on the 
spot. Things broke their way. Their best players were all 

having the playoffs of their lives. But along with that, their 
heartbreak informed their eventual triumph. 

This is the path for a lot of championship teams. 

Wayne Gretzky's Edmonton Oilers had to endure the 
"Miracle on Manchester" and the upset to the Los Angeles 
Kings' in 1982 before going dynastic. The New Jersey Devils 
had to lose Mark Messier's "guaranteed" Game 7 to the 
hated Rangers in 1994 before winning the Cup in 1995; and 
then the Detroit Red Wings needed the humiliation of a 
Devils' sweep in 1995 and their subsequent conference 
finals loss to Colorado in order to break through with two 
straight Cups in 1997 and 1998. Sidney Crosby's Pittsburgh 
Penguins needed that loss to Detroit in the 2008 Stanley Cup 
Final to understand how to defeat them in the following 
season. 

Mark Recchi recently told me that the Boston Bruins' Stanley 
Cup win 10 years ago was the product of two horrible 
postseason setbacks. 

"I remember togetherness," Recchi said. "We were so close 
as a group. We had faced adversity a couple of years prior: 
losing to Carolina in seven games and then the Philadelphia 
thing, where we were up 3-0. What sticks out to me the most 
10 years later was how we stuck together through that and 
really believed in ourselves." 

Trotz said there's a legacy here. 

"There's a lot of stories like that through the NHL," he said. 
"Every step that you take is part of the journey. If it was easy, 
everybody would do it, and it's not that easy. You have to 
learn from experiences. You look back and before Detroit 
was winning, they had a lot of heartache. Tampa's had some 
heartache, and they broke through." 

Oh, they had some heartache in Tampa, alright. On Jon 
Cooper's watch, the Lightning lost in the 2015 Stanley Cup 
Final, as well as the conference final twice in a Game 7, and 
endured one of the most humbling defeats in NHL history as 
they completed a 128-point regular season only to be swept 
out of the playoffs by the Columbus Blue Jackets, the first 
series win in the latter's franchise history. 

"We haven't lost a playoff series since the Columbus series," 
said Cooper. "But I think it goes a little bit farther than that. In 
2015, 2016, 2018 ... you get close. We've had some different 
players as an organization. We were learning about what 
was needed to win. Our core group of guys were learning 
what it takes to win. Winning in the regular season and 
winning in the playoffs are two different beasts." 

Cooper said he's seen teams win the Presidents' Trophy and 
fizzle out in the first round as well as teams that finished 
ninth that he believes could have had a shot at the Stanley 
Cup, had they gotten in. 
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"It's finding that hybrid of teams that can win in the regular 
season and the playoffs, and I think that we've built this team 
in that regard," said Cooper. 

"But in saying that, you have to have that mental makeup to 
understand what it takes to win," he said. "That's it's; not how 
many you put in the net, but how many you keep out. That 
you can't score your way out of games all the time, and 
definitely not score your way to a championship. That you 
have to defend your way to a championship. That's what 
finally clicked with the guys." 

MacKinnon bristled when he was asked about whether team 
defense was the issue. "We're the best defensive team in the 
league in a lot of categories this year, so that's not it either," 
he said. 

Maybe it's the pain. After all, the team that had Colorado on 
its heels in Games 3 and 4 has packed a lot of heartache 
into four seasons: The Vegas Golden Knights lost in the 
2018 Stanley Cup Final and the 2020 Western Conference 
finals, with that still-remarkable meltdown against the San 
Jose Sharks in the first round sandwiched in-between. 

So far this postseason, Vegas has been remarkable in its 
steadiness in the face of adversity, its ability to get the little 
things right and in its sense of purpose. They seem like a 
team, to use Trotz's terminology, that has gotten to a point 
where they don't want to lose anymore. 

Trotz has a good friend named Jamie Clarke who shared a 
story with him about climbing Mount Everest. He failed the 
first two times, but got farther and farther. 

"He was asked if he had what it takes to climb Mount 
Everest, and his response was, 'That's why I'm going back,'" 
said Trotz. 

"That applied to his individual experience, and it applies to 
teams," he said. "You're not going to go as far as you think 
you can. You have to harden and you have to go back and 
push to the next level. I think that applies to a lot of hockey 
teams, too. It's not always going to be the first journey where 
you're going to do it and that's it. You sometimes have to 
have that heartache and what you have to push through. As 
much as it is a physical thing, it's more of a mental approach 
when it counts." 

Colorado will figure this out. Nathan MacKinnon will have his 
day. When the Avalanche are passing around the Stanley 
Cup at some point down the road, they'll remember what 
hardened them, what taught them how to scale Everest. 
Why, as winners, they were better for having lost. 

Three things about which I'm unreasonably annoyed in the 
playoffs 

1. Enough (clap) with (clap) the (clap) re-litigation (clap) of 
(clap) Tampa's (clap) salary cap shenanigans (sorry, my 
hands started to hurt). 

Every round, we have to hear about the Nikita Kucherov 
long-term injured reserve gambit. Sweet, innocent, soon-to-
be extraordinarily wealthy Dougie Hamilton deserves some 
blame for reigniting the debate when he said the Carolina 
Hurricanes lost to a team that's "$18 million over the cap or 
whatever they are." Lost in that commentary was Hamilton's 

specification that he "wasn't knocking the rules or anything," 
and was complimenting the Lightning's considerable depth of 
talent. But it was too late, because the $18 million horse 
already left the barn. 

As I wrote a few weeks ago: The Lightning played within the 
same rules as everyone else did, but just did it better. If 
you're cynical about it, Tampa GM Julien BriseBois reiterated 
this week that Kucherov was expected to be out five months, 
but healed faster than expected -- their "circumvention" came 
about by sacrificing one of the best offensive players on the 
planet for an entire regular season. 

If you're an Islanders fan that's salty about the Lightning's 
salary cap maneuvers, you might want to get over to 
CapFriendly. New York has $13 million exempted from its 
cap through long-term injured reserve. Seven million of that 
is Anders Lee's cap hit. The Islanders were able to add Kyle 
Palmieri and Travis Zajac at the trade deadline because of 
that exemption. If Lee, who is skating again, comes back at 
some point in the playoffs, they'll add a very good player 
while being well over the salary cap. No harm, no foul. Just 
the way the game is played. Tampa's just better at it. 

2. I haven't been infuriated by a penalty call in a long time 
like I was by this absolute fiction in Game 2 between the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and New York Islanders. 

Rule 69.1 in the NHL rulebook states: "If an attacking player 
has been pushed, shoved, or fouled by a defending player so 
as to cause him to come into contact with the goalkeeper, 
such contact will not be deemed contact initiated by the 
attacking player for purposes of this rule, provided the 
attacking player has made a reasonable effort to avoid such 
contact." 

Brayden Point gets pushed, shoved and fouled by Islanders 
defenseman Adam Pelech. What would be a reasonable 
effort to avoid such contact? Not trying to score? Politely 
asking Pelech not to cross-check him into his own goaltender 
at a high velocity, thus putting Semyon Varlamov in the 
concussion protocol? The worst thing about this was the 
referees' explanation to Cooper, claiming that Point put his 
hands up to hit the goalie. "When he clearly didn't do that," 
said Cooper. 

You know the rest: the Islanders scored on the ensuing 
power play to tie the game, before the Hockey Gods 
rebalanced the universe by having New York get hosed on 
the Lightning's next goal, which was scored after the 
Lightning had seven players on the ice, continuing an 
exemplary night of NHL playoff officiating. One of too many 
this postseason, unfortunately. 

3. Finally, a power-play-related pet peeve: Why do fans 
chant "let's go [insert home team]!" on the penalty kill? 

Where are they going? Nowhere. They're trying to stop 
someone else from going. How about chanting "de-fense?" 
Perfect. Great multi-sport chant. Chanting "kill!" like they do 
at Devils games? A little macabre, but still applicable. Heck, 
I'd even settle for an inverted Daniel Bryan "Yes!" chant, 
flipping it to "No!" for the penalty kill. Or, failing all of that and 
circling back to bullet point No. 2, two minutes of the sing-
song "Ref, you suck!" 
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Jersey Fouls of the week 

The fans are back in the arenas, which means Jersey Fouls 
are now in abundance. 

Brent sends in this sweater from a Tampa Bay Lightning fan 
who has decided to commemorate a global pandemic. 

This Lightning Jersey Foul was spotted by a few fans 
watching Game 2 against the Islanders. Oh, the irony if this 
person paid cash for the sweater ... 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Gerard Gallant 

Gallant signing with the Rangers is a fantastic match of 
coach and roster. As we saw in Vegas, he's a "players 
coach," who does a great job helping to establish the identity 
of a team. If you asked me what the New York Rangers were 
last season, I couldn't tell you anything beyond the 
generational mix of the roster, and the continued dominance 
of Artemi Panarin. I have a feeling after Year 1 of Gallant, 
we'll have a much clearer definition of who they are and how 
they play. 

Loser: Those Rangers fans holding out for Rod Brind'Amour 

The Rangers were reportedly holding out to see if 
Brind'Amour would shake free from Carolina. Ditto the 
Seattle Kraken, where Brind'amour's friend and former 
teammate Ron Francis is the general manager. But all 
indications are that the Hurricanes will reel in Rod for an 
extension, which is honestly the best thing for them and for 
this talented coach. It's a great fit. 

Winner: Canada 

Obviously, the Montreal Canadiens are Canada's Team™ 
representing Canada's Division™ and every win they collect 
against the Vegas Golden Knights should be seen as 
validation that the North wasn't just a collection of deeply 
flawed, defensively inept teams, nor a division where the 
Canadiens qualified for the postseason by default. All hail the 
North Division and everything else Canadian that needs 
constant validation from the rest of the hockey world. 

Loser: Canada Life 

Bell MTS Centre in Winnipeg has been re-christened 
Canada Life Centre, which sounds like a learning facility with 
interactive exhibits on ice-road trucking and Tim Horton. 

Winner: This fit 

To quote Drax the Destroyer from "Avengers: Infinity War:" 
"He is not a dude. You're a dude. This ... this is a man." 

Look at the splendor of Pat Maroon's pregame ensemble, 
the perfect marriage between style and dishevelment. 
Reader Kiernan Ambrose said "huge DUI lawyer vibes," and 
now we can't unsee it. 

Loser: This fit 

Look, we're never going to begrudge the chance for a team 
to make a few extra bucks at playoff time. But we've also 
never really understood the appeal of buying 
commemorative playoff T-shirts that (a) don't depict an 
historic moment for a franchise, like say the first appearance 
in a specific round; or (b) depict a championship. Congrats to 
whomever purchased this ... on their future dust rag. 

Winner: Dean Evason 

What a pleasant surprise to see Evason, who's done a 
remarkable job since taking over the Minnesota Wild late last 
season, get a Jack Adams Award nomination, despite some 
significant names (Pittsburgh's Mike Sullivan being perhaps 
the biggest) having strong cases for the NHL's top coach this 
season. He spent nine years as an assistant coach in the 
NHL and six years as an AHL head coach before getting his 
first NHL head job. The perseverance paid off. 

Loser: Patrick Marleau 

Look, we obviously have no issue with Oskar Lindblom 
winning the Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy, coming back 
from a rare form of bone cancer. But c'mon, isn't it a little 
weird that an award given to "the NHL player who best 
exemplifies the qualities of perseverance, sportsmanship, 
and dedication to ice hockey" didn't go to the guy who was 
so dedicated to ice hockey that he persevered for 23 
seasons before finally breaking Gordie Howe's record for 
most games played in league history?
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With young core getting better, Canes focused on taking next step 

The Carolina Hurricanes put together a great 2021 season, 
but didn’t exactly take that next step, according to Sebastian 
Aho. But with the young pieces still in place, the Canes are 
focused on just that.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

There was good, and there was bad for the Carolina 
Hurricanes in an unusual 2021 NHL season.  

The good was that the Canes were always competitive and 
one of the top teams in the league, seemingly in every single 
game and in the race for the President’s Trophy right down 
to the wire.  

The bad, however, was that the Hurricanes exited the 
playoffs in the second round, falling to a loaded Tampa Bay 
Lightning team 4-1. After making the Eastern Conference 
finals in head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s first season in 2019, 
2021 marked the second straight season the Canes didn’t 
get past the second round.  

Getting back over that hump to that next stage has to be the 
objective for this organization, which touts one of the best 
young cores in the league and is clearly building towards 
something great. And in some regards, the 2021 season 
could be considered a step forward for the Hurricanes.  

But in other ways, Carolina didn’t take that step forward in 
the way it wanted to. That was the feeling of star center 
Sebastian Aho, one of the top young forwards in the NHL, 
anyway. 

“I don’t know. It doesn’t feel like that right now,” Aho said. 
“We had, in our minds, something different than this. I 
thought we were ready to take the next step. The next step is 
to be the best, right? A lot of good things. I’m proud of the 
effort. I love the group. I enjoyed this year with these guys, 
but at the same time it’s not a step forward because we 
didn’t get the ultimate goal.” 

Aho, like everyone on the Canes, wasn’t satisfied with the 
second-round exit. Yes, the Hurricanes played the defending 
champs in the Lightning. But still, a second-round exit after a 
fantastic regular season wasn’t the picture this team had in 
mind.  

And to Brind’Amour, that mindset of this past season not 
being enough at the end is welcomed.  

“I’m glad he would say that,” Brind’Amour said. “You certainly 
don’t want to be satisfied because that’s not it. We were here 
to try to win. I love that that’s what he said because we fell 
short of that.” 

And if the Hurricanes didn’t take that next step in 2021, it 
doesn’t mean that they aren’t close. All it takes is one look at 
Carolina’s roster and the ages on it to know that this team is 
mighty close to being one of the league’s best, consistently.  

“It’s so close,” said forward Jordan Martinook. “It’s very, very 
close...I think it’s just sticking with it, continuing on. Guys are 
going to get better. The younger guys that are 21, 22, [Aho] 
is 23 and he’s just going to get better. It’s that close and for 
us to be consistently there and give ourselves a chance, 
that’s all you can ask for. I sincerely think once we get over 
that hurdle, there’s going to be good things.” 

And while the future is bright and this team has the building 
blocks in place, that doesn’t mean there isn’t room for 
improvement, both with the guys on the team and the 
personnel that needs to be added.  

There will be retooling this offseason, maybe even with 
Martinook himself. It happens every year for every NHL 
team, but for a team like the Carolina Hurricanes right now 
there should be excitement in that retooling.  

If this team is close, which it is, it may just be one or two 
pieces away from getting over that hump and taking the next 
step. 

“We’ve got to get better, your depth,” Brind’Amour said. 
“There’s always a weakest link that you can’t have. We’ve 
got to figure out what that is and get better at it. We definitely 
have some great pieces here both talent wise and character 
wise. We’ve got to make sure we keep those intact and if 
there’s areas we’ve got to get better, which obviously we do, 
we’ve got to figure out a way to do that.” 

Who knows what those changes will be right now. The 
Canes will add pieces, say goodbye to others and at the end 
of the day, hope to have a better roster in 2021-22 than it did 
this past season.  

But, regardless of those additions and subtractions, the core 
group of this team won’t change. It’s as young and as 
talented as any in the NHL, and the future is nothing but 
bright for the Carolina Hurricanes as they look to take that 
next step. 

“There’s a bright future here in Carolina with the young group 
we have and the D corps and the right things moving forward 
with [Brind’Amour],” said captain Jordan Staal. “It’s all good 
stuff. I think Carolina throughout the league is starting to 
make a name for itself that we’re gonna be a tough team to 
play against every night.”
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The Athletic / LeBrun: The Jack Eichel sweepstakes have begun, NHL 
coaching carousel news 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jun 16, 2021 

 

Nobody said the Stanley Cup playoffs had to be over before Jack Eichel 
potentially gets moved. 

And while I’m not saying the star center will get traded before the end of 
the playoffs, what I’m hearing is that conversations between the Buffalo 
Sabres and other interested teams are getting more intense and serious. 

So read into that what you will. The next few weeks could be intriguing on 
that front. 

And I would imagine Sabres GM Kevyn Adams would be counting on a 
first-round pick to be used the night of July 23 in this year’s draft in any 
package so the clock indeed is ticking. 

Eichel, 24, has five years and $50 million left on his contract but there’s 
no question there are teams — at a certain price — who believe a 
change of scenery will reset his career. 

Teams I believe make sense: Los Angeles, Minnesota, Anaheim, 
Columbus, Philadelphia and the Rangers, among others. 

The Kings want to make a splashy move for a top-6 forward, the Wild 
could use another top center, and the Jackets (who have three first-round 
picks this year) of course really, really need a No. 1 center. 

Gallant to the Rangers 

A wonderful hire by the New York Rangers in Gerard Gallant, who 
recently coached Canada to an improbable gold medal at the world 
championships in Latvia. 

Players who had him in Florida and Vegas have spoken glowingly of him. 

It sounds like Gallant came across really well in his conversations with 
Rangers GM Chris Drury, as far as communicating both what he felt were 
his positives and negatives from his previous NHL stops, a level of 
accountability that spoke to his genuine manner. 

Gallant, according to sources, agreed to a four-year deal worth just a little 
under $3.5 million per season on average. It’s not the kind of 5 year/$5 
million deal the likes of Alain Vigneault in Philadelphia and Todd 

McLellan in Los Angeles got in pre-pandemic years. but given the 
adjusted NHL economy of the last year, it’s a real nice deal. 

The Rangers are on the rise and I think they just got the coach to bring 
them over that hump. 

Kraken coach 

Seattle GM Ron Francis has said he plans to hire his first head coach for 
the Kraken before the end of the month. 

We do know that Rick Tocchet, a former Francis teammate with the 
Penguins, has interviewed for the job and would be an ideal hire, I think, 
because he would bring a brand name to a new NHL market on top of 
being a good coach. 

Having said that, it is believed the Kraken have spoken to other 
candidates as well in their super-secret way. I do believe, for example, 
they chatted with San Jose Sharks assistant Rocky Thompson although 
he’s no longer in the running. 

One guy I thought all along the Kraken would want to wait and interview 
is New York Islanders assistant Lane Lambert. Just how far the Islanders 
keep playing playoff hockey into the summer might affect whether or not 
they have time to do that. 

Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes 

No doubt the Kraken might have been waiting to see how the Rod 
Brind’Amour situation played out in Carolina as well, and frankly, I think 
the Rangers were as well even though they were really high on Gallant. 

That the Rangers went ahead and cemented things with Gallant was a 
sign to me that they got intel Brind’Amour wasn’t leaving Carolina. 

Things still aren’t finalized in Raleigh but sources indicated Wednesday 
morning that as the Hurricanes went about offering new deals to much of 
Brind’Amour’s staff, which was important to him, things were looking 
more and more like the club would be able to get things done with the 
head coach as well. 

I’m not suggesting it’s 100 percent, but I think the club feels confident it 
will get done, perhaps by the end of the week. 

Which would be huge news for the franchise. It took a lot longer than 
anyone involved would have wanted, but it appears Brind’Amour will stay 
put. 

However, the Canes have given assistant coach Dean Chynoweth 
permission to speak to other teams. His contract is also up at the end of 
the month and while Carolina has made him an offer, it may not be quite 
what he was looking for so the club has allowed him to look around and 
sources indicate Chynoweth has already started to speak to other teams 
and we should know more on his situation by early July. 
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The Athletic / ‘Fear is a liar. The world is ready’: LGBTQ+ sports media 
members on their experiences 

 

By Richard Deitsch Jun 16, 2021  

 

Four years ago this month, after former NFL lineman Ryan O’Callaghan 
revealed on Outsports.com that he had planned to take his own life after 
professional football, a result of O’Callaghan living life as a closeted gay 
man, I hosted a roundtable on Sports Illustrated’s website with seven 
openly LGBTQ+ sports media members. You can read the piece from 
2017 here, which includes the panelists’ coming-out stories. 

This month I asked the same seven sports media members if they would 
return to participate in a similar panel. They all agreed. Some in the panel 
have since moved to new jobs or assignments. 

The panel: 

• Steve Buckley, sports columnist, The Athletic 

• Chuck Culpepper, sports writer, The Washington Post 

• Dave Doyle, Los Angeles-based freelance mixed martial arts reporter 
and editor 

• Christopher Hine, Timberwolves writer, Minneapolis Star Tribune 

• Esther Lin, photographer and voiceover talent. Check out her work 
here. 

• Tony Paul, sports enterprise reporter, Detroit News 

• Kate Scott, play-by-play announcer for NBC Sports and Fox Sports, 
host of “The Morning Roast” on 95.7 The Game in San Francisco 

The panelists were asked to go as long or as short as they wanted with 
their answers. They could omit any answer they wished. Some of the 
answers have been edited for clarity. 

How would you assess the current coverage of LGBTQ+ athletes and 
how can mainstream shops do a better job, more consistently, of 
covering LGBTQ+ athletes?  

Buckley: All in all, it’s pretty good. I do run across some clumsy takes 
now and then, but even those are well-intentioned. 

Culpepper: In my lifetime, I never expected to see what I see now in 
terms of coverage, its breadth and its depth of understanding. There’s so 
much understanding that it almost baffles me, with how many of the old 
misconceptions about gay people seem to have eroded all in an historic 
whoosh. If we follow where the news and the national debates are 
leading, it’s in covering transgender human beings that reporters are 
going to need the instruction, the understanding and the insight going 
forward. 

Doyle: I am going to take this and tie it to something specific to my beat, 
and I’m going to use a recent example: At a media day building up his 
most recent fight, the UFC’s Donald Cerrone made an inference that his 
opponent and opponent’s coach were having a gay relationship, and the 
assembled media hooted and hollered like they were at Friday night at 
the Laugh Factory. I was embarrassed for them. Compounding matters, 
several outlets simply ran with Cerrone’s comments as just part of the 
story, as if casual homophobia is another piece of harmless trash talk. 
Reporters: You wouldn’t have laughed if an out, gay person was in the 
room, so why did you do it when there wasn’t? Outlets: If LGBTQ+ 
diversity in your newsroom matters to you as something more than just 
window dressing, then do better than this in these situations, which in 
MMA still come up more often than they should. 

Hine: I think the recent piece on Layshia Clarendon in Sports Illustrated, 
written by Britni de la Cretaz and edited by Julie Kliegman, should be 
required reading for anyone working in sports media on how to handle 

stories involving LGBTQ+ athletes. The care with which they told 
Layshia’s story was evident, and I learned a lot from reading it. It’s easy 
to say outlets should just hire more LGBTQ+ writers and editors — ESPN 
has a great writer in Katie Barnes, by the way — but when you hire them, 
listen to them as it pertains to how to tell these kinds of stories. Note the 
way they alternated Layshia’s pronouns throughout the story. That kind 
of attention to detail is critical in telling stories that will resonate not just in 
sports but beyond. These are human stories, and they don’t have to be 
put in a box of LGBTQ+ stories. You can educate readers about what life 
is like for all types of people whether gay, lesbian, trans, non-binary. 
These current attempts to pass laws around the country that restrict 
participation in women’s sports for trans athletes can also represent an 
opportunity for outlets of all sizes to humanize trans athletes on a local 
level. In my experience over the last decade, the more you remove the 
stigma of being LGBTQ+, the more people get to know us and see 
there’s nothing to fear, and that’s when progress can be made and 
discrimination begins to fade. 

Lin: The current coverage of LGBTQ+ athletes has, I think, broadened a 
lot in the last four years. Mainstream sports coverage can really only 
improve through the hiring of more diverse voices across their 
newsrooms and more importantly, more voices in editor and producer 
positions. 

Paul: Coverage is lacking, though it’s definitely gotten better over the 
years. Certain niche sites, like Outsports, do a great job, but it’s pretty 
remarkable that mainstream sites don’t follow up on Outsports stories 
when they lend themselves to a local angle. Staffing is one problem. 
Covering a bunch of different beats myself, I understand there’s often just 
not enough bodies to cover everything (and that’s not going to get any 
better). But the stories are there to be done, and there’s an audience for 
them. Prioritizing is key here. Maybe a few less gamers and notebooks, 
and a few more outside-the-box features is the way to go. 

Scott: I get the majority of my LGBTQ+ athletic news from Britni de la 
Cretaz, Dr. Nefertiti A. Walker, Katie Barnes, SportsMediaLGBT+, 
GLAAD, Chris Mosier, Athlete Ally and Outsports on Twitter. I think the 
No. 1 thing mainstream shops can do to improve coverage of LGBTQ+ 
athletes is to hire more writers with a deep understanding of and 
knowledge about our community, like Sports Illustrated did by having 
Britni write its cover story on Layshia Clarendon earlier this year. Comfort 
with the subject matters. It leads to better questions, which lead to better 
answers, which lead to the best content possible. Something I think is a 
necessary step in helping to push the conversation forward. 

I asked each of you this four years ago: “Do you think 
viewers/listeners/readers care that you’re gay, positive or negative, and 
why?” What is your opinion today? 

Buckley: On a day-to-day basis I’d say no, nobody cares. It just doesn’t 
come up much anymore. But when I write about LGBTQ+ issues, that’s 
when some people do weigh in. Save for the occasional tired and 
predictable insult, the messages I receive are overwhelmingly positive, 
even those from people who disagree with what I’ve written. 

Culpepper: I have never received any correspondence from anyone who 
ever cared in any sort of negative vein. Every once in a while, I’ll get 
something along the lines of, “Oh, I noticed that,” and a time or two I 
have gotten, “Oh, that helps explain why you’re so different,” but it’s 
always something of a curiosity and nothing more. Or I’ll hear from gay 
people who find it helpful in some way, but if I think of it, I think I already 
knew most of those people. I’ll go back to my thought that around the 
world, most people are just trying to get through their own day. 

Doyle: When we were asked something similar last time around I 
answered in part, “People still value authenticity in a writer,” and I believe 
that even more strongly now than I did then. The 2017 panel was the first 
time I spoke publicly about my sexual orientation in a professional setting 
and I immediately felt a stronger connection to both my readers and my 
peers. To the degree it matters, it’s on that level. 

Hine: I think my answer is the same as it was then. Some care, some 
don’t. Some have a problem with it. Others encourage it. In my day-to-
day job as an NBA beat writer, my sexuality doesn’t really come up all 
that much in my writing, so maybe that affects my experience. Ninety-
nine percent of the time I’m not writing about LGBTQ+ issues, so it’s a 
little hard to tell how people really feel. 
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Lin: Today, I think viewers care that I’m bisexual, and I believe that’s a 
positive. I’m proud and excited to share, be visible. 

Paul: I’m not sure readers care that much that I’m gay, and I’m not sure 
the traditional reader — the reader who just devours the stories I write, 
and might not even notice the byline — actually knows. But the social-
media crowd does, in fact, seem interested, and appreciative that I’m 
willing to be out, honest and willing to address gay issues when it comes 
to sports, or even when it comes to politics (and, boy, do my bosses love 
it when I talk politics, like a golfer loves a buried lie in the bunker). I’ve 
received lots of positive interaction over the years, particularly from 
followers who have gay children or family members, some of whom were 
early in the stages of coming to terms with that and told me that I had 
helped them. That feels good. 

Scott: Similar to the answer I gave you back in 2017, I think the majority 
don’t care, but there remains a small group of viewers and listeners that 
do. I still get tweets, emails, and direct messages from folks thanking me 
for being out and being a role model for our community. 

How newsworthy is it in 2021 if a current professional athlete comes out 
during his or her career? 

Buckley: These stories remain newsworthy. While there’s a sameness to 
some of them, including my own, they still resonate with closeted folks 
who are thinking about opening up that door. When a professional athlete 
comes out, that’s just huge. Consider the manner in which Jason Collins 
came out (in 2013), and how it was received. What a guiding light that 
was for younger amateur athletes, whatever their sexual orientation. 

Culpepper: How much of a star or an all-star is the athlete? I reckon 
that’s the lingering question at this point in history. Every single one of 
the hundreds of unknown or mildly known athletes who have come out, 
often in sports with smaller audiences, has contributed something to 
humankind. What remains up ahead would seem to be what we might 
see in, say, 2041: a smallish constellation of stars who have made the 
step. 

Doyle: The fact another four years have passed and we still haven’t had 
a major star in North American sports come out during their prime kind of 
answers that one. 

Hine: I still think it’s very significant whenever an athlete comes out. 
Maybe it won’t get the headlines it once did, but I think any athlete that 
comes out is significant because it helps those that come after them. I’ve 
seen that across all sports and even in media itself because I looked at 
others who came out before me, even on this panel, like Tony, Steve and 
Chuck, and they helped me find my own voice. So even if it doesn’t 
generate the news it might have at one point, it still matters to those who 
are in similar situations. 

Lin: A professional athlete coming out today in 2021 is as newsworthy as 
they’d like such news to be! Always wonderful news and always 
welcome. Maybe I’m a romantic, but every pro athlete coming-out story 
still makes me proud, emotional. 

Paul: Some readers love to say, “Who cares,” whenever a story about an 
athlete coming out is written or reported. I always find that response 
hilarious, since, by making the comment, there’s a good chance you read 
the story and, thus, do actually care. The truth is, a lot of people care. 
The metrics on such stories prove that. So an athlete coming out remains 
very newsworthy, and will for quite some time, given so few professional 
athletes have come out, particularly before retirement. It’d be great if we 
get to the point where it barely registers as a blip, but we’re not there, not 
even close, and, sadly, we won’t be there anytime soon. 

Scott: I think it depends on the league now. We’ve seen the WNBA and 
NWSL continue to lead the way when it comes to the inclusion and 
celebration and thus, normalization of their LGBTQ+ athletes. Meanwhile, 
it’s been 40 years since MLB had an openly gay active player. I just 
finished reading “Singled Out,” the Andrew Maraniss-written book on 
former Dodgers and A’s outfielder Glenn Burke, and that absolutely blew 
my mind. Forty years! Then I realized the NFL and most of the other 
professional men’s leagues in the U.S. have never had an openly gay 
active athlete, so hey, 40 years ain’t so bad! What I’m trying to get at is it 
would be a massive deal if an active NFL, MLB, NBA or NHL player were 
to come out and I truly hope someone or a group of players band 
together soon to do just that. 

What has been your experience on social media since the first panel 
came out? 

Buckley: Nothing much has changed. There isn’t much bad stuff; what’s 
there just drifts out to sea. 

Culpepper: Social media has been, in my experience, the same 
irresistible, appalling, glorious, horrendous, enticing, repulsive, good, bad 
place all along. 

Doyle: It’s been interesting. I’ve absolutely had wonderful support from 
readers and most colleagues. But there’s been a subset of social media 
which has gotten louder and more obnoxious over the past several years 
as well. The UFC became the most openly pro-Trump sports league of 
note over the past few years, and with that, social media trolls became 
bolder than ever. It’s not all that easy to stick to sports when the guy 
running the sport you cover is out campaigning for Trump’s re-election. 
So if you want to stick to your guns, you basically have to just deal with it, 
and dish out blocks on social media like you’re Manute Bol. 

Hine: Not much has changed since then. In 2016, when I wrote about 
being gay and covering a player (Andrew Shaw) who used an anti-gay 
slur in a playoff game, I saw the vitriol and also the positive attitudes that 
exist simultaneously on social media and my email inbox. Since then I 
haven’t been afraid to be myself on social media, to make the occasional 
joke that only other LGBTQ+ people would understand, for instance. 
Some people still have a problem with it, but after you’ve come out to 
family and friends and faced the biggest hurdle of your life you never 
thought you’d overcome, there’s nothing anybody can say that can bring 
you down. 

Lin: Each day that passes is actually a slightly brighter day on social 
media for me as a queer artist. It feels like every day is brighter, more 
open, more loving in the way that makes me feel part of a broader 
community of queer creatives online — which has really helped me 
through the isolation of the last year. 

Paul: Same as before, honestly. I still don’t have a blue checkmark. 

Scott: Nothing has changed, I think, due to the fact that I live in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and a good chunk of my followers do as well. The 
response to LGBTQ+ articles, photos and podcasts that I share remains 
overwhelmingly positive. 

Pride night at Rio Tinto Stadium, home of MLS’ Real Salt Lake. (Jeffrey 
Swinger / USA Today) 

Four years ago I asked you if you feel threatened by the current political 
climate? How do you feel today? 

Buckley: There’s this sudden focus on transgender people. As they are 
part of my community — that is, the community of human beings — I do 
worry, yes. 

Doyle: Things got interesting in my little corner since we last convened. 
The UFC became deeply intertwined with right-wing politics. UFC 
president Dana White is close with former President Trump. White spoke 
at the Republican convention in 2016 and 2020 and actively campaigned 
for his re-election along with several of his star fighters. At the end of the 
day, White does not care if you are gay, straight, White, Black, or 
whichever characteristics you wish to insert here, so long as you can 
make him money. Amanda Nunes was bantamweight champ back in 
2017, she still holds that belt, has also become featherweight champ, 
and White has put the company’s promotional might behind her. But the 
promotion has still made some questionable decisions. Chechen 
strongman Ramzan Kadyrov has been credibly accused of running a 
pogrom against gay men in the republic he runs. He was seated in the 
front rows of a UFC event in Abu Dhabi. If you are an LGBTQ+ fighter on 
the UFC roster (or UFC employee, or media covering the card, or fan of 
the product, etc.), and someone accused of atrocities who has been 
drummed out of most of polite society is welcomed at your event, what 
type of message does that send? I have to emphasize here that I’ve 
never had anyone in the UFC (or any other major promotion, for that 
matter), give me negative feedback or make me feel less than welcome 
due to my sexual orientation. But when you see something like Kadyrov 
sitting cageside at a card, and you see that UFC parent company 
Endeavor CEO Ari Emanuel received an award for his work with the 
LGBTQ+ community, you wonder if one hand knows what the other is 
doing. 
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Hine: I think there will always be parts of the country or certain places 
you go where you’re going to feel uncomfortable and anxious at the very 
least, and I don’t know how that’s ever going to change. The current 
political climate overall is more favorable for me, a White cis gay man, 
than it is for the Black LGBTQ+ community and the trans community, 
which has faced a barrage of attacks. I worry about that more than my 
own personal feelings or anxiety. I think the last six years or so has made 
some people think it’s OK to be intolerant and again, I don’t know if that’s 
ever going to change or if those feelings will ever really go away. 

Lin: The unease I have in the political climate is still around because the 
fight never seems to end. Women’s bodies are still overpoliced, anti-trans 
laws are still being passed, it’s still a struggle in that sphere, even if my 
social media bubble feels warm and welcoming. 

Paul: Four years ago, sure. I mean, on Day 1 of the previous 
administration, every mention of LGBTQ+ issues was stripped off the 
White House official website. Today, much less so, even though the 
previous administration’s (Supreme Court) overhaul is concerning. We 
now have a President who supports equality, and the needle is really 
shifting for the gay-rights movement. According to a new Gallup poll, 70 
percent of Americans now support gay marriage, and for the first time, a 
majority of Republicans now support gay marriage. Even in Michigan, the 
Republican-led state Senate just officially recognized June as LGBTQ 
Pride Month for the first time. Progress is progress, and there’s been a lot 
of it in the last several years. Then again, as I write this, I’m reminded 
that it’s the fifth anniversary of the Pulse Nightclub massacre. There’s still 
so much hate in the world, too. 

Scott: I think I actually feel more threatened today. While there is some 
level of comfort in knowing that our President and Vice President are 
supporters of our community, there is a very angry section of this country 
intent on taking that anger out on anyone they deem an other. Look at all 
the states using their small handful of trans athletes — and it is an 
incredibly small handful — as the latest fabricated issue. Earlier this 
week my wife and I had to wash anti-gay and anti-Black slurs off of the 
street near our house. The slurs were written by some teenage boys who 
live nearby and when an older neighbor confronted them about it, they 
threatened him and confidently said their parents would have their backs 
if they hurt him. I live in one of the more accepting neighborhoods in a 
part of the country that’s viewed as overwhelmingly accepting, right? So, 
what does that say about the climate of our country? Sadly, I’m always 
on the lookout for trouble. 

On the WNBA and NWSL side, we’ve seen some of their biggest stars 
come out, be embraced, be themselves and thrive. In the major men’s 
pro sports in this country, do you think we will see a big star come out in 
the near future? And if not, why not? 

Buckley: I’m as optimistic as ever that we’re going to see coming-out 
stories in men’s pro sports. Lots of them. I must say I thought we’d be 
well along on this by now, especially after Jason Collins was so well-
received after he came out. But it took me nearly 10 years to sign the 
official coming-out papers after I had made the initial decision, so let’s 
maybe chill and give these guys a chance to plan their parties. To 
anyone who has ever considered coming out, my message remains: 
Make your announcement after you’ve decided it’s right for you. 

Culpepper: I think if we don’t see a major men’s pro athlete come out 
over the coming decade or so, it will owe to a gay athlete or athletes 
refraining from the hubbub that would attend the coming-out. The athlete 
would avoid that largely in deference to his teammates, to the 
organization. But then, teams have handled noise before, and then 
maybe a coming-out up ahead in the future could happen with quick and 
scant fanfare, especially given the rising generation at hand. We must 
always entertain the delightful possibility of winding up surprised. 

Doyle: You can add the UFC to the WNBA and NWSL. The list of out 
lesbian fighters has gotten longer than ever. But that said, we’re four 
years on from the original panel and we still haven’t had a major male 
sports star come out at the height of their powers, so what does that tell 
you? I’d still like to think it’s just around the corner. The current 
generation of athletes, by and large, seems more accepting and inclusive 
than ever, and Pride nights at sporting events are routine now. So 
everything seems better lined up than ever for this to be a thing, and yet 
here we are. I’m left with my same answer as four years ago: Hopefully 
soon. 

Hine: I don’t, unfortunately. I think what happened to Michael Sam had a 
deep, scarring impact on the idea of someone coming out in the top four 
men’s sports. That’s just my opinion. I think a lot of athletes who may 
have been thinking about it and saw that it’s likely not worth the hassle 
and potential to lose your job. It’s easier to just keep it inside and live 
privately, at least while your career is ongoing. So I’m highly skeptical 
that this will become normal. I said this in 2017 and I’ll say it again now, I 
think it’s going to take a star player or multiple star players coming out to 
help make this normal in top men’s sports. Someone who isn’t in danger 
of losing his job by coming out. I think that’s the only way this dynamic 
changes. And also, I don’t know if any of the leagues are ever truly ready 
to handle that. 

Lin: Yes, absolutely. Major men’s sports will see more athletes and stars 
coming out.  

Paul: I think it’s inevitable that a major men’s star comes out at some 
point, though I probably said the same thing when you asked us this 
question four years ago, and it hasn’t happened yet. It’s going to take the 
right person to do it — a person who is wholly comfortable in his own skin 
(and willing to put his truth before his wallet). That gay male athlete is, no 
doubt, out there right now, wrestling with whether to do it, or if so, when. 
A progressive and major sponsor could help this process along, too. 
Take Nike, for instance. Its line of #BeTrue gear is cool and refreshing, 
but would Nike give a $10-million-a-year endorsement deal to an out 
male athlete? Ralph Lauren was super quick to dump Justin Thomas 
after his unfortunate slur, but would Ralph Lauren invest in an out male 
athlete? Until that issue is resolved, it may take a while. Because, as we 
know, in all walks of life, money talks. 

Scott: Gosh, I hope so. If we don’t, it’s fear. Fear that they won’t be 
accepted, fear of losing their job, their friends, their livelihood, everything 
they’ve ever worked for … it’s fear. The most intense fear I’ve ever 
encountered stemmed from the worst-case scenarios my imagination 
convinced me would come to pass if I came out and I was just some 
random college student in Berkeley. What did I have to lose? What was I 
so afraid of? I can only imagine how overwhelming that fear would feel if I 
were a big star with hundreds of people relying on me, my income and 
my success. And though a big star considering coming out probably isn’t 
reading this column, to anyone who is, trust me when I say fear is a liar. 
The world is ready. That doesn’t mean it’s going to be easy, but look at 
the WNBA and NWSL stars who’ve come out. Their success has 
skyrocketed on and off of their respective playing fields. My life has 
gotten exponentially better since I came out. When you stop carrying 
around the weight of your secret and spending so much precious energy 
on keeping it so, I promise you, yours will too.  

Anything you wish to add? 

Doyle: I’m putting this here because It doesn’t neatly fit with any of the 
other questions. There’s been a noticeable uptick in open anti-trans 
bigotry over the past few years, and much of it has been about creating a 
climate of fear of trans people in sports. The arguments are the same old 
tropes that were used against gays and lesbians for decades. For some 
reason, my generation of Gen X White gay cisgender men seem to have 
this blind spot about trans rights, and it’s not cool. This is not aimed at 
anyone in specific, but in general, I think sports reporters and the outlets 
who employ them need to do a better job in calling out transphobia and 
not allowing bad-faith actors to set the terms of the debate. 

Hine: Sometimes I have to remind myself that using my voice and 
platform still matters because sometimes I feel like I write things and they 
just go out into the void of social media or nobody’s really paying 
attention. But people are paying attention, and using our voices to 
discuss important issues in the LGBTQ+ community can be an important 
thing, no matter what backlash we may receive. 

Lin: It’s been a rough year for a lot of people, and I’m definitely caught in 
that tumble. It took me some time to answer these questions this time 
because I’m constantly vacillating between hope for the future and a 
smoldering fear we might lose ground. 

Scott: If you consider yourself an ally of the LGBTQ+ community, be 
vocal. Let people know. That’s how we create spaces in which others will 
feel comfortable sharing their truths. 

The Ink Report 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 17, 2021 

 

1. Episode 148 of the Sports Media Podcast features two guests. First up 
is Michael Kay, the television play-by-play voice of the New York 
Yankees and the host of The Michael Kay Show, heard on ESPN Radio 
in New York City from 2 to 6:30 p.m. Kay has a new book out — 
Centerstage: My Most Fascinating Interviews — from A-Rod to Jay-Z, 
which is a collection of the interviews Kay has conducted with some of 
the biggest names in sports, film, and television. Kay is followed by Jon 
Wertheim, a senior writer for Sports Illustrated, a correspondent for “60 
Minutes,” and an analyst for the Tennis Channel. Wertheim is the author 
of “Glory Days: The Summer of 1984 and the 90 Days That Changed 
Sports and Culture.” (The Athletic on Tuesday published an excerpt from 
the book.) In this podcast, Kay discusses what he thinks makes a good 
longform interviewer; a memorable interview with Sylvester Stallone; how 
his show has been able to book major names and the importance of the 
Yankee brand; how long he can reasonably call the Yankees; whether 
baseball broadcasters will continue to call road games; how he navigates 
being critical and working on behalf of a team; the challenges of doing 
sports-talk radio in New York City; why he thinks sports-talk radio still has 
significant meaning in his city; his obsession to beat Mike Francesa in the 
ratings; competing against Craig Carton and Evan Roberts; being thin-
skinned about criticism; the cost and rewards of responding to media 
criticism about his work, and much more. Wertheim discusses the 
genesis for his new book, spending time with a young Michael Jordan in 
the summer of 1984; the cultural milestones in 1984; the challenges of 
weaving his story into a narrative; his thoughts on Naomi Osaka; what 
Osaka’s immediate future will be and much more. 

You can subscribe to this podcast on Apple Podcasts, Google Play, 
Stitcher and more. 

2. The viewership numbers for the Women’s College World Series 
continue to be exceptional. ESPN said this year’s tournament (17 games) 
was the most-viewed ever, averaging 1.203 million viewers per game. 
The three-game championship series averaged 1.84 million, up 15 
percent from 2019. The final game between Oklahoma and Florida State 
drew 1.565 million on ESPN for a 3 p.m. ET start. 

2a. CBS will air the Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo, the nation’s only all-
Black touring rodeo, from Las Vegas at 1 p.m. ET on June 19 — 
Juneteenth. It will be the first all-Black rodeo to be carried on national 
broadcast television. 

2b. Episode 147 of the Sports Media Podcast features two guests. First 
up is Ian Darke, the lead play-by-play commentator of ESPN’s soccer 
coverage. He will be in London this month calling Euro 2020 for ESPN. 
Darke is followed by Anthony Crupi, a sports media reporter for Sportico. 
In this podcast, Darke discusses the favorites for the tournament; calling 
the Euros from London’s Wembley Stadium and the IMG studios in 
London; the in-stadium protocols Darke has to follow because of COVID; 
how he preps for the tournament; why Poland is the toughest team for 
pronunciations; why the Floyd Mayweather-Logan Paul boxing exhibition 
was cynical and dangerous; stories from his contemporaries about 
sparring with all-time greats, and more. Crupi discusses the first round of 
the NBA playoffs averaging 3.06 million viewers, up 46 percent over 
2020 and up 3 percent versus 2019; what the viewership numbers mean; 
why the second round of the NBA playoffs will be a significant viewership 
challenge for the NBA; the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
averaging a total audience of 642,000 viewers across NBC, NBCSN, 
USA, CNBC and digital outlets; what those numbers mean; what the best 
viewership possibilities for the NHL, and more. 

3. Non-sports pieces of note: 

• The Secret IRS Files: Trove of Never-Before-Seen Records Reveal 
How the Wealthiest Avoid Income Tax. By Jesse Eisinger, Jeff 
Ernsthausen and Paul Kiel of ProPublica. 

• Death threats are terrorizing election workers. By Linda So of Reuters. 

• A Scientist Who Said No to COVID Groupthink. By Adam O’Neal of The 
Wall Street Journal. 

• CNN still hasn’t explained its decision to reinstate Jeffrey Toobin. By 
Eric Wemple of The Washington Post. 

• The Elephant Vanishes: How a Circus Family Went on the Run. By 
Laura Spinney of The Guardian. 

• Hit a Golf Ball in Yellowstone Park? Seemed Like a Good Idea at the 
Time. By John Clarke for The Wall Street Journal. 

• How Working From Home Has Changed Employees. By Alexandra 
Samuel of The Wall Street Journal. 

• The Murder Scandalizing Brazil’s Evangelical Church. By Jon Lee 
Anderson of The New Yorker. 

• The Curious Rise of Twitter Power Broker Yashar Ali. By Peter Kiefer 
for Los Angeles Magazine. 

• Inside the bizarre Arizona audit fueled by Trump’s false claims of 
election fraud. By Jess Bidgood of The Boston Globe. 

• The Pentagon Papers at 50: A Special Report. 

Sports pieces of note: 

• You Ain’t Never Been No Little Girl, Taylor Townsend. By Taylor 
Townsend, for The Players Tribune. 

• By Mitch Albom of the Detroit Free Press: Allegations against Bo 
Schembechler are devastating; so are the victims’ stories. 

• Via Daniel Kaplan of The Athletic: Judge tosses part of Jeremy Roenick 
suit versus NBC, allows portion to continue. 

• Ultimate Glory: An oral history of Julio César Chávez versus Oscar De 
La Hoya. By Roberto José Andrade Franco for The Los Angeles Times. 

• He Made Sticky Stuff for MLB Pitchers for 15 Years. Now He’s 
Speaking Out. By Stephanie Apstein and Alex Prewitt of Sports 
Illustrated. 

• Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Juan Soto and Fernando Tatis Jr. define a group 
that could dominate baseball for years. By Ken Rosenthal of The Athletic. 
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The Athletic / ‘It was mayhem’: Inside the Flyers-Canadiens 1987 brawl 
that changed the NHL forever 

 

Kevin Kurz Jun 16, 2021  

 

A glance at the box score of Game 6 of the Wales Conference finals on 
May 14, 1987, when Philadelphia advanced to the Stanley Cup Final with 
a 4-3 win over Montreal, doesn’t reveal anything extraordinary. Rick 
Tocchet’s third-period goal broke a 3-3 tie, and eventual Conn Smythe-
winning goalie Ron Hextall made 29 saves to help the Flyers advance. 

What happened before the game, though, has resonated for more than 
three decades. 

“The National Hockey League sank to a new low last night, and that’s an 
(extreme) low indeed,” wrote Philadelphia Inquirer sports editor Frank 
Dolson. “Those were major hockey league players out there making a 
mockery of their sport.” 

Don Cherry, the acerbic Canadian broadcaster, said at the time: “I don’t 
mind the odd brawl, but I didn’t like that.” 

Pregame emotions had been building throughout the series, sparked 
mainly by Claude Lemieux and Shayne Corson. The two Montreal 
forwards, after warmups had been completed, would shoot a stray puck 
into the Flyers’ empty net. Their routine irritated the Flyers, but it quickly 
became part of a psychological game within a game. 

Before Game 6 at the Montreal Forum, it all came to a head in one of the 
most memorable brawls in league history, and one that had lasting 
effects. Afterward, Flyers forward Ed Hospodar was suspended for the 
final round — the only player to earn any kind of ban. There was a total 
of $24,500 in fines. 
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But more importantly, when players raced to the ice from both dressing 
rooms before the opening faceoff, there were no referees or linesmen to 
break it up. The fracas forced the NHL to take a hard look at its 
reputation. League executives knew that if they ever were going to make 
the game appealing to a broader fan base, these types of moments 
would have to disappear. About four months later, the NHL introduced 
harsh penalties and fines for any players, coaches or teams involved in a 
similar melee. A 10-game player suspension for coming off the bench to 
fight was among the new rules. 

“Multiplayer brawls have no place in the National Hockey League,” said 
William Wirtz, then the Blackhawks’ owner and president. ”We feel that 
this legislation will eliminate what has damaged the image of the league.” 

What follows are the insights of more than a dozen participants and 
observers of the 1987 pregame brawl. 

Claude Lemieux, Canadiens forward: Shayne Corson and I liked to stay 
on the ice late and have a long warmup, and I was always the last guy to 
get off. It was kind of a superstition thing — flip a puck in the empty net. 
And that was our routine. 

Mark Howe, Flyers defenseman: The whole thing started because of 
superstition. 

Chico Resch, Flyers goalie: In Game 4, I took the net off and I turned it 
around and pushed it against the back boards. (Lemieux and Corson) 
didn’t know what to do. They didn’t really do anything because I’m 
standing there in uniform, watching. 

So then we beat them (in Game 4), and I’m thinking, OK, we’re getting in 
their heads. So I said I’m going to do that again back at the Spectrum (for 
Game 5). But they had their own plan. They went and took the net off the 
back boards and placed it back on the pegs, and then they do their thing. 
And they beat us (5-2), and Lemieux had scored. 

So then I’m thinking, in Montreal (for Game 6) if I take it off they’ll just put 
it back on. And (Flyers coach) Mike Keenan said, “Do not let them score.” 

Lemieux: This thing had picked up and became I guess somewhat 
important where (Canadiens captain) Bob Gainey had said to me and 
Corson, “You guys, don’t mess around out there. Just come off the ice 
and once they leave, you can go about your superstition.” Something like 
that. And so we decided we were going to hide behind the curtain, which 
is what we did. We saw them leave and we asked the security guard, 
“Are they gone?” And he’s like, “Yeah.” 

Dave Poulin, Flyers captain: They were hiding like little kids behind their 
curtain, so our guys hid like little kids behind our curtain, and they went 
out to meet them. 

Lemieux: So we come back on the ice, fans are cheering, and decided 
(we) might as well go skate it in their end. Then next thing you know I’ve 
got a freakin’ goalie stick coming at my head. 

Resch: I went in the corner to pick up my stick, and (Hospodar has) got 
Lemieux, wrestling with him and he gets him down. I go over there and 
he’s not hitting him, he’s just holding him down. 

I remember saying to those guys, “What are we doing? This is 
ridiculous.” Claude looked up and said, “Yeah, this is stupid.” We were 
ready to quit, but the crowd is roaring, and then I look and see the 
Montreal Canadiens’ door is open and the team is coming back out onto 
the ice. Then everybody came out there. 

Lemieux: (Hospodar) was a tough guy, but I flipped him over and I’m on 
top of him like, “What are you doing?” And then Chico was like, “What’s 
going on? What are you guys doing?” And I’m like, “What are you guys 
doing?” Then it was too late, and I saw, oh my gosh, all the players are 
coming on the ice, and it was over. 

Poulin: One of our trainers (Jim Evers) ran into the room yelling, “Gotta 
go, gotta go, gotta go!” 

Chris Nilan, Canadiens forward: All of a sudden an usher comes running 
in (to the dressing room). “There’s a problem on the ice, they’re going 
after Lemieux.” So I did my skates up, not real tight, but as quick as I 
could, and out I went. 

Dave Brown, Flyers forward: Keenan at first said, “No, no, we can’t do 
this.” I was thinking we should do it now if we’re going to fight these guys. 
We didn’t plan anything out, but it was Game 6, and we’ve got to play 
tough and play hard this game. 

Mike Keenan, Flyers coach: Normally, I would watch warmups, which I 
did. Then warmups had concluded, so I went into the coaching office in 
the old Forum. All of a sudden I hear this uproar. I didn’t want them to get 
involved in that. 

Howe: I’m the first guy out, and I grab my stick as I’m going by. So I’ve 
got my stick on the ice, because you don’t know what the hell is going on. 
Doug Crossman had been in the washroom and had on his sandals, so 
he’s out on the ice with his flip-flops on. 

Al Morganti, Flyers beat writer, Philadelphia Inquirer: One of the great 
traditions at the Forum was, obviously they had great hot dogs in the 
press room. For the playoffs, though, they put tablecloths out, and I think 
there was actually wine. So I don’t think anybody was too anxious to 
leave that to go watch warmups, but word filtered down that something’s 
going on here, and then it was like, are we really seeing what we’re 
seeing? It was hard to believe. When you cover the Flyers, you’ve seen a 
lot. Even for what we’ve seen, this is bonkers. And it got worse and 
worse. It was surreal watching it and calling the office and saying, 
“You’ve got to get ready for this because this is crazier than anything 
we’ve ever seen before.” 

Of all the things that I remember from that, and all the stuff that was 
going on, I just can’t get over Doug Crossman on those stupid slippers. It 
was like watching that guy who took off his clothes in “Slap Shot.” 

Lemieux: There were guys with no skates. One (fight) would break out 
and things would settle down. … I was obviously the instigator, I’m just 
trying to get this thing stopped. The Flyers always dressed five or six 
extra guys, and they always skated over the (red) line. They started the 
intimidation in the warmups. I knew we were outnumbered. So then my 
mind is thinking, we’re losing players here. We’re losing key guys. This is 
not good. So I’m trying to tone it down, and while that’s happening, 
they’re trying to fuel it up. They’ve got guys that know they’re not playing, 
so they could care less. 

Howe: I saw Brownie come out and he looked like a heat-seeking 
missile. He was looking for Nilan. Then they caught eyes, and went 
straight to each other. 

Poulin: Dave Brown went out without a flak jacket, and nothing to hang 
on to. He was looking for one guy. And that was Chris Nilan. 

Nilan: (Flyers defenseman Kjell) Samuelsson is kind of looking at me. I 
know he’s a big guy, it’s not like I was scared of Kjell Samuelsson 
because he was big. That didn’t bother me at all. Am I going to waste my 
time fighting this guy, who doesn’t fight? I knew this wasn’t it. Sure 
enough, both dressing rooms started trickling out, and then I saw big 
Brownie obviously come out with no jersey on. And, OK, here we go. 

Morganti: Dave Brown was the king. He was the best fighter I ever saw. 

Brown: I always took my jersey off to cool off after warmups or in 
between periods. I had it off, and I thought, why should I put it back on if 
we’re going back out there to fight? I just put my elbow pads on, if I fall 
down. We went to look for whoever we had to match up with, and I knew 
Nilan was my guy, because he was their tough guy, so I went and looked 
for him. 

Resch: One guy I felt bad for was Chris Nilan. Dave Brown was the 
heavyweight champ. But now there’s nowhere to hide, and poor 
“Knuckles” has got to take on Brown. 

Nilan: We went at it. Then we grabbed, and then we’d go again. At one 
time we’re swinging away, and I went to my knees and got back up, and 
then we both rested again. He was leaning on my shoulder, he had his 
head in behind my head, by my ear. And he goes, “Have you had 
enough?” And I said “Nope,” and I just fucking hauled off and threw 
another shot, and off we went again. 

Brian Hayward, Canadiens goalie: When it was going on, you’re thinking, 
shit, they’ve got all these guys dressed, and they were definitely targeting 
some of our better players. I remember (Canadiens defenseman) Larry 
Robinson grabbing me and saying, “You’ve got to get the hell off the ice 
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because they’re coming for you.” Because I was playing that series. 
Meanwhile, it was just absolute bedlam. 

Don Nachbaur, Flyers forward: I skated across the ice to where I saw all 
their tough guys, and before I could get into that pile with those players 
somebody had grabbed me and spun me around. When I turned around I 
realized it was Larry Robinson that had me. After some conversations 
with Larry, I asked him three times to let me go because I didn’t want to 
be with Larry. 

He said, “You’re not going anywhere. I’m not going to let you go.” And I 
told him, “If you don’t let me go, I’m going to start throwing punches.” He 
said to me, “You’ve got to do what you’ve got to do.” 

Larry Robinson, Canadiens defenseman: I was paired up with Nachbaur, 
and Nachbaur tried to get me going, or whatever. So then we started a 
bit of a scuffle. I think he might have tried to punch me and luckily I think 
he kind of missed. Then I guess there was a bunch of punches, and 
everything. 

Poulin: I remember at one point looking at Larry Robinson, who was 
about as classy an individual as you get, but he was drawn into it 
because of his size and his toughness. And I’m watching him and 
thinking … this is all just wrong. 

Nachbaur: I feel bad to this day that I threw a punch at Larry. As a young 
guy, I was one of those guys that looked up to him. There was a lot of 
respect there. But I had a job to do. 

Hayward: They had a lot of more guys dressed and it seemed like there 
was intent there for some of their lackeys, if you will, to create as much 
havoc as they could. And I don’t know if that’s true, but when you’re on 
the other side, that’s what it felt like. 

Nachbaur: After I got away from Larry, I pushed (Tocchet) aside and me 
and Corson were squared up. Before we even had a chance to throw a 
punch, or may have thrown one or two, somebody grabbed me by the 
throat from behind and got me in a headlock and we fell backward. I was 
under a pile of players. I was taking punches from the side while I laid on 
the ice with my arms pinned underneath me. My hands were exposed, 
and I could see nothing but skate blades. That was a really scary 
moment where I thought I was going to get my fingers cut off. 

Keenan: I was now on the sidelines. (Flyers owner Ed) Snider is asking 
me to go out and break it up. I said, “Not a chance, I’ve got shoes on. I’m 
not going out there in leather shoes.” 

Bill Clement, ESPN broadcaster: We weren’t on the air yet. ESPN was 
on SportsCenter. (Producer Bruce Connal) was explaining to them what 
was going on and was begging them to take our feed, because we were 
hot. They could have dropped it right into SportsCenter, but SportsCenter 
being an entity unto itself and kind of a closed shop, they declined. I 
thought, oh my God, this is like a train wreck. I don’t know who could look 
away from it. 

At one point, I remember looking at Doc (Emrick), and we were so 
frustrated. We’re announcers. We wanted to announce what was going 
on, but we didn’t have an audience. We weren’t on the air. So I 
remember going, oh my gosh, I wish we were calling this right now, 
because it was mayhem and we had a bird’s eye view. 

Lemieux: You’re seeing family members in the stands, and the looks on 
their faces. … You could see wives, you could see parents. It was like, 
people just didn’t know what to think. And the players, we didn’t know 
what to think. Usually we’re told to stop and then something happens and 
it gets split up, but in this case, you’re looking around for referees, and 
there’s nothing. I remember trying to get off. I was going to go rest, and 
one of my teammates was like, get your ass back out there. So I was 
like, OK. 

Clement: It was similar to a bench-emptying brawl, but at least there 
were three sheriffs to go around in a bench-emptying brawl back then. In 
this brawl, there were no cops on the ice. 

Ron Hextall, Flyers goalie: I had just done up my last strap on my pads 
and I got up and I was right beside the door, and as soon as I got up — 
the timing was impeccable. Keenan walks in, shuts the door, and puts his 
back against the door and says, “You can’t go out there.” All I can hear is 
the fans screaming, and I’m thinking we’re down a man because I’m in 

the locker room. Emotionally, it’s killing me. So I said to Mike, “I promise 
you, I won’t fight. I’ll just go out there and grab on to someone.” He said, 
“No, no. They’ll sucker punch you. You’re not going out.” 

Keenan: He wanted to go out, and I said, “Not a chance,” and I locked 
the door. Now he’s screaming and swearing at me. I said, “Ron, there’s 
no way you can go out. I know you love fisticuffs, you want to get 
involved, you want to protect your teammates. I can’t afford to have you 
break your hand in a fight.” 

Clement: Keenan was smart enough to know what to do right away. The 
one guy he could not lose was Ron Hextall. His instincts were really good 
to bar the door from Hexy. Hexy would have either hurt somebody or 
been hurt himself, and most certainly would have been suspended had 
he made it back onto the ice. He would have been like a blood-crazed 
weasel in a chicken coop not knowing where to go, who to hit, what to 
do. Hexy only knew one speed once the switch flipped. 

Hayward: Probably fortunate that I didn’t end up with Hextall, because he 
would have kicked my ass. 

Resch: I come in after it’s all over and (Hextall is) sitting there, and his 
eyes are red and he’s looking a little disheveled. And I said, “Hexy what’s 
going on with you? You weren’t even out there, what’s your problem?” 

Hextall: When Chico Resch came into the locker room he looked at me 
and said, “What happened to you?” Nothing happened to me, but the 
emotions were like … I figured we were one guy short. 

Poulin: (Afterward) they actually brought (Gainey) and I into a little room 
on our side with the referee. They were trying to get some direction on 
what started, who started it, how it started. Frankly, it was hearsay on our 
part anyway because we weren’t out on the ice. 

Morganti: We had no perspective on what’s going to happen. Are there 
penalties? Who’s thrown out? Is anybody thrown out? You go to the rule 
book and there’s nothing there. There literally was nothing there. 

Brown: They just said we’ll kick Hospodar out because he started it, or 
supposedly started it. He got a lot of blame for starting it. He wasn’t really 
the guy that started it, it was those guys that started it because they kept 
on doing that shit in our end of the ice. 

Poulin: In the little washroom in Montreal in the old Forum, (Hospodar) is 
shaving and he’s actually showered and his hair is combed perfectly. He 
looks like a little schoolboy angel. And I walk back in, and he asks, 
“Poulie, I’m just double-checking, I’m not in the lineup, right?” I said, “You 
weren’t in the lineup before the game, Eddie, you didn’t work your way 
into it.” 

Lemieux: I remember for the game we were dead. You could see it just 
took a lot out of our guys. I remember personally being drained. After 
warmups, I’m thinking, oh my gosh, how are we going to play now? But 
they were fresher than we were. 

Resch: Anybody in life can say, oh, that’s stupid. Well, you’re probably 
right, except that you haven’t been there. You don’t understand the way 
the game developed. Now, it’s become a game where there’s so many 
rules and punishments, you’re never going to see anything like that. And 
you probably shouldn’t. But I don’t think anybody who was involved lived 
their life (thinking) that was so sick. It wasn’t like anybody got 
permanently hurt. 

Robinson: I know that fighting and everything was more part of the game 
back then. I guess some people loved to see that more than they’d like to 
see hockey games. So, I don’t really look at it as a memorable moment in 
my hockey career. Things happen and they happen for I guess certain 
reasons, but it’s not something that I fondly remember. 

Brown: I think that started leading to where we are now. It was another 
factor that (reduced) fighting. Before that, we used to brawl probably 
three or four times a year. I think they knew at some point that they were 
going to have to stop the brawls if they were going to be able to show this 
on national TV. They didn’t want to have that kind of reputation, because 
they didn’t think they could grow the game, probably — and they’re 
probably right. 
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The Athletic / McIndoe vs. Gentille: Two fans forced to watch each 
country’s most annoying 2021 NHL playoff commercials 

 

By Sean McIndoe and Sean Gentille Jun 16, 2021  

 

Last year, roughly halfway through the NHL playoffs, I had what I thought 
was a good idea. 

I was watching yet another night of hockey and muttering to myself about 
how Canadians always seem to have to sit through some combination of 
the same half-dozen or so commercials at every ad break. I was also 
vaguely aware that many Americans on my Twitter feed were 
complaining about a similar phenomenon. But their ads were different — 
I’d never seen them and they’d never seen any of mine. 

Wouldn’t it be neat, I thought, to find an American hockey fan and set up 
a sort of international exchange program? I could have them watch the 
most annoying Canadian ads, they could send me the worst the U.S. had 
to offer, and we’d have fun reacting to them. So I reached out to Sean 
Gentille, he agreed to participate, and we made it all happen. This would 
be fun! 

Then he showed me the “Tara Tara look at her go“ ad and my brain 
hasn’t worked properly ever since. 

So yeah, it was not a good idea. But that doesn’t mean we can’t do it all 
over again. Many of you have asked for a sequel, using this year’s new 
crop of annoying ads. Do I want to do this? No, I do not. But it’s either 
this or write another column about the Leafs being huge losers, so let’s 
break up the monotony with some terrible commercials. 

The format will be the same as last year. Other Sean and I have both 
chosen three ads that are in heavy rotation in our respective countries 
but that the other person has never seen. We’ll each watch the other’s 
ads for the first time ever and react in real-time. Then you will go into the 
comments section and argue about which country has it worse. (It’s your 
country. Everyone always thinks their country’s ads are worse.) 

I’ve been assured there’s nothing in this year’s American batch that’s as 
annoying as Tara Tara, and so help me if this turns out to be a lie 
because then there’s a good chance you will never see me again. 

Pregame Strategy 

McIndoe: As with last year, the big challenge is narrowing down my list to 
three. Many of you Canadians have been submitting nominations for 
weeks now, and you’ve made strong cases. Pretty much every gambling 
app ad is deeply weird. The one where a couple dances unironically to 
“Time Of My Life” for some car website is disturbing. And yes, we can all 
agree that we want to punch our screen every time that some smug 
know-it-all lectures a family member over their investment fees. 

But with all due respect to those awful ads, there was really only one spot 
available this year, thanks to a certain burger joint and a coffee place that 
apparently took being excluded from last year’s post as a personal 
challenge. I went back and forth a bit on the last spot, but decided to give 
some recognition to a series of ads that’s not exactly awful, but is 
certainly … what’s the word I’m looking for? Omnipresent. That’s it. 

It goes without saying that I’ll lead off with that one to lull Gentille into a 
false sense of security, then hit him with the burger ad when he’s 
vulnerable, followed by the coffee ad that should sap his will to live, or at 
least to ever talk to a Canadian hockey fan about their favorite player. 

Gentille: My strategy here is simple. It’s also a basic rip-off of what I did 
last year. First two? Garden-variety obnoxious. Last one? Drop the 
hammer. 

A couple quick notes on two that missed the cut: First, is the Lexus ad 
implying that a) individual empathy is a cure for structural racism and b) 
buying a Lexus, actually, is the most empathetic thing you can do. That 
one sucks on principle without being fun to joke about. Second is the 

iPhone privacy/“Can I have a taste of your ice cream” ad. It sucks as 
well, but it’s simply not yet pervasive enough. Maybe next year. 

Commercial No. 1 

McIndoe: Promise me there’s no Tara Tara equivalent this year. 

Gentille: There’s not, but that’d also be impossible. 

McIndoe: Actually, I’m realizing something for the first time as we type 
this — my Canadian ads don’t have any songs. I think you’re going to be 
OK, at least as far as earworms go. The part of your brain that processes 
logic, maybe not so much. 

Gentille: Tara Tara truly might have been a once-in-a-lifetime thing — it 
was a) conceptually confusing enough to stick with you, b) one of the 
worst earworms in the history of recorded music and c) aired once every 
break, which in hindsight has to be because companies were terrified to 
spend money mid-pandemic. We should feel honored to have lived 
through it. 

Anyway, here’s a guy who does things a little differently. 

McIndoe: What … the hell. 

I feel like there was some point a few years ago where ads started trying 
to be weird for the sake of being weird. I guess that makes them 
memorable. This one isn’t funny, in any recognizable way. But I guess 
you notice it. 

Gentille: Before this, I’d never experienced the delight of hearing a wet 
stuffed animal slap against parchment paper. Thank you, Liberty Mutual. 

McIndoe: Hold on, let me try it again with max volume. 

Yep, that’s what that is all right. 

Gentille: OK, so I think a pretty basic psychological principle explains the 
thought process behind this commercial and the onslaught of insurances 
ads in general. It’s basic in the sense that I read the Wikipedia page and 
understood it relatively quickly. It’s called the Von Restorff effect. 
Basically, it states that if you’re presented with a bunch of similar items 
and one superficial outlier, the outlier stands out. So if you’re reading a 
10-item list with nine items written in red, the one green word will stick 
with you. 

There are tons of car insurance ads, fundamentally, because everybody 
who drives is compelled by law to buy that product. So there’s a ton of 
competition, and thus a ton of pressure to stand out. If you see three car 
insurance ads, it stands to reason that the one with wet teddy bears will 
stick with you, whether or not it makes sense. 

McIndoe: So this is why I still remember that one time the Leafs won a 
playoff series. Makes sense. 

Gentille: And why all the failures blend together, yes. In due time, you’ll 
forget about the Canadiens series. It’s science. 

Here’s my punch-up for that commercial, by the way. Instead of wet 
teddy bears — which are random for the sake of being random — the 
guy should be fishing more varied, obvious trash out of the water. 

Lots of people would say “printed out copy of the Maple Leafs parade 
route” here, but not me. 

McIndoe: “Brian Burke goaltending plans.” 

Oh hey, speaking of seeing the same thing 10 times in a row … 

I’m going to start with an ad I actually don’t hate. It’s part of a campaign, 
and that’s the problem, which we’ll get to in a second. But on its own, 
stripped of context, this isn’t a bad commercial. You might even like it. 
The problem is that it’s part of a series of ads that run all the time up 
here. I literally think there are games where this dude shows up every 
single commercial break. 

It’s time for you to meet the Sportsnet life coach … 

If you’d like to see more of that guy, may I suggest tuning into Sportsnet 
for roughly 15 seconds at any given time of day. Or you could go to this 
page on Vimeo, which has about 20 of these damn things. Which I have 
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to say, based on experience, does not seem to be close to the full 
collection. 

Gentille: So I didn’t hate that, but the Vimeo index page fills me with 
dread. There appear to be 32 different spots. That’s a gamble for any 
commercial star, let alone this guy, who I’m … not sold on. 

“This isn’t the bus station” suggests an underlying darkness within our 
friend. I think I’d be on board if each ad were weirder than the last and 
the campaign traced his descent into madness. I kind of doubt that’s 
what you’re dealing with, yeah? 

McIndoe: His madness? Or ours? Because he seems fine. 

Gentille: He’s a cross between Jeff Goldblum in those apartments.com 
ads and … Eugene Levy’s other son. “What famous person does this 
non-famous person evoke” is a fun game. 

McIndoe: He’s always dressed the same, same hair, same stubble. It 
suggests that they shot like 100 of these things in one day and are just 
releasing them in small batches until we all go insane, at which point 
presumably our TVs stay on Sportsnet forever and they win the ratings 
war? I think that may be the plan. 

Gentille: I’m getting itchy just thinking about how often you see this dude. 
Between the sheer number of ads, that there are 15- and five-second 
ones mixed in and that they’re for Sportsnet (the network all this stuff is 
airing on) … not good. A recipe for resentment. 

“We’ve got 15 unsold seconds? Just throw a life coach ad in there. No 
problem.” 

McIndoe: Yeah, I’m not joking when I say that there are days when I see 
this guy more than my own family. You guys are missing out. 

Speaking of which, I’d like to see an American version of this where at 
the end he says “Fernando Tatis Jr.” in the Mr. Black voice from “The 
Simpsons.” 

Commercial No. 2 

Gentille: When I asked Twitter for suggestions, this was far and away the 
No. 1 vote-getter. Hello, Rupert. 

McIndoe: This is that turtle you guys are always mentioning! 

Gentille: Thaaaat’s Rupert! 

McIndoe: OK, so two things here. First, I’m currently trying to figure out if 
the turtle guy here is the exact same actor from the ad I’m about to send 
you. I don’t think it is, which suggests that there’s just this category of 
“weirdly punchable” actors that companies like to hire for their 
commercials. 

Gentille: “Jamie from the Progressive commercials, that’s your cue” 

McIndoe: Second … like, is the idea here that Rupert is magical? All 
turtles from fraudulent websites? All turtles period? Help me through this. 

Gentille: The vibes in this one are horrendous. First, our guy openly cops 
to buying an animal on the black market, which … you can just go to 
PetSmart and get a turtle. They’re everywhere. No illegal animal 
trafficking necessary. His checkout cart, I assume, had one turtle and 
$500 worth of horse meat. 

McIndoe: How long do you think the meeting was where they debated 
what to name the turtle? I don’t feel like Rupert would have been a 
unanimous choice. 

Gentille: Oh god, absolutely. Anyone who’s ever had to name anything — 
a band, a website, a child — knows how painful those sessions can be. 
They probably had to do it over Zoom, too. No “we’re just going to lock 
ourselves in the conference room until this is done” option was available. 

McIndoe: They should do a hockey version of this where Julien 
BriseBoise is like “Oh no I have too many good players, I’m way over the 
cap” and then Gary Bettman shows him a message about how the NHL 
rules are basically optional that’s glowing out from Nikita Kucherov’s hip. 

Gentille: “Nice one, Nikita.” 

Also, Discover isn’t doing anyone any real favors here. Federal law 
forces credit card companies to refund fraudulent purchases — the max 
they can get back is $50 — and most cards offer zero liability anyway. 

It’s like making a car commercial and bragging about the cupholder. 

McIndoe: Your car has a cupholder? OK, moneybags. 

Gentille: Two of ’em. Airbags as well. No big deal. 

McIndoe: OK, let’s meet turtle guy’s Canadian cousin … 

Gentille: Oh this is bad. 

McIndoe: Watch it a few more times. Really let it marinate. 

Gentille: “Really? An inferiority complex?” “Correction. A Canadian 
inferiority complex.” Silly me, I thought America had a monopoly on 
shoehorning nationalism into TV commercials. 

This is similar to the turtle commercial, because it opens up the floor for a 
bunch of unwanted questions. Was Harvey’s bringing in American 
potatoes before this? Is the hook actually something worth bragging 
about? 

McIndoe: ALSO: Where did the guy get the alternative napkin? Did he 
make that himself, bring it to the restaurant, and then get frustrated that 
his friend wasn’t mentioning it? 

What’s even involved in doing that? Where do you go to fulfill an order for 
one custom napkin? 

Gentille: They could’ve just faked it and had the custom print sitting on a 
stack of blank ones, like wrapping a wad of dollar bills with one 20. I also 
wonder how they decided on ending with a mic drop. What other played 
out references didn’t make the cut? “We stan a Canadian cheeseburger.” 

McIndoe: OK, but in fairness, if I’d come up to you and randomly asked 
you to name “the most Canadian thing ever,” do you deny that your 
instinctive first answer would have been “a hamburger place planting a 
tree”? 

Gentille: And once the tree finds a little success, it moves to the United 
States and wins a Grammy. 

Commercial No. 3 

Gentille: I said there was no Tara Tara-caliber nightmare. I did not say 
there were no earworms. 

McIndoe: You bastard. 

Gentille: I’ve had time to think about this — it almost ruined my life during 
the NCAA Tournament. That was almost enough to make me exclude it, 
but it seems like it found a new, horrified audience over the last month. 

McIndoe: What is even happening here? It feels like there must be a two-
minute version of this that makes sense and then they cut it down to this. 

Gentille: The guy and his hood ornament are dueting on a song (by the 
Pet Shop Boys, I’m told) about teaming up to make lots of money. The 
advertisement is about how Allstate saves you lots of money. 

It’s a collaborative effort between the two characters, you see. 

McIndoe: I know this song! I liked this song! Note the past tense, 
because it’s ruined forever now. 

Gentille: UH, UH, UH, UH 

McIndoe: Please stop. 

Gentille: The harmony at the end is what haunts me here. 

McIndoe: I want to read an oral history of the CGI here, and how late at 
night it was when they said “You know what, it’s as good as it’s going to 
get, send it.” 

The “Terminator 2” guy must be so disappointed in how his kid turned 
out. 

Gentille: “You all know that cars don’t really have hood ornaments 
anymore, ri—” “You’re fired.” 
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McIndoe: “Well at least we saved enough on the animation to be able to 
afford a singer with one day of training in her life.” 

Gentille: There had to be a discussion about getting a famous person to 
play the hood ornament, right? Idina Menzel must have been booked. 

McIndoe: Are we sure that’s not Idina Menzel? 

Gentille: Geico is in the process of remaking this with Tara behind the 
wheel. It’ll be ready by 2022. 

McIndoe: That’s not funny. Do not even joke about that. 

OK, on to the Canadian finale. There was really no question that Tim 
Hortons would be our closer this year. The big debate up here was which 
ad to use, because they have two that are absolutely unbearable. I didn’t 
end up using it, but on your own time please do take a moment to get 
acquainted with “velvety velvety smooth” guy and his friends, the poet 
and the unhappily married comedian. 

But no, the clear winner that emerged was this one, featuring several 
very real hockey fans having very spontaneous and relatable hockey 
conversations. 

Gentille: “Do I really have to say, ‘Leon Draisaitl, best in the league?’ 
Because he’s not even the best player on his own—” 

“Ma’am, do you see a Connor McDavid collectible stick up there? No? 
Read the line.” 

McIndoe: They should have a contest like in “Willy Wonka & The 
Chocolate Factory,” but instead of a golden ticket you have to find one 
real Oilers fan who thinks Leon Draisaitl is the best player in the league. 

Gentille: Imagine trying to hash out the order here.“Well, we all agree that 
the Canadiens go last, because they certainly won’t make it out of the 
first round. Right?” 

McIndoe: “And we build this whole thing around Auston Matthews being 
unstoppable, because what could go wrong?” 

Gentille: I’ll say this, we can say for certain that the Bruins fan is both 
legit and actually from Canada — because if he were an American Bruins 
fan, the tattoo would’ve also featured Bill Belichick in a three-cornered 
hat. 

McIndoe: Counterpoint, he says 16 words without mentioning how 
Tuukka Rask sucks in the playoffs. 

Gentille: And using a Toronto fan as the cashier is great, too. Otherwise, 
how could he be in every shot? He even tries to force-feed Auston 
Matthews to the Habs fan. This is art imitating life. 

McIndoe: I will say that “Noooo, you heard Shea Weber” might be one of 
the best line reads of all time. Still perfectly polite, but just the slightest 
undertone of “Hey just curious, did I mumble or do you want to go get me 
my Shea Weber stick before I throw this scalding hot coffee back in your 
face?” 

Gentille: Even worse, some of it might get in his mouth. 

These ads are supposed to be bad! Come on! 

McIndoe: This might be the worst Canadian commercial I’ve ever seen. 
It’s tearing the nation apart. 

Gentille: That’s actually why the CN Tower was lit up in Habs colors. You 
must unite over a common cause. 

McIndoe: An underrated part of this ad is how it’s got all of Canada 
arguing about Shea Weber’s Hall of Fame candidacy. 

Gentille: Does that mean we’re just getting it out of the way now, as 
opposed to doing it in 2029 when he does, indeed, make it in on the first 
ballot? 

McIndoe: Hockey fans: Did you say Duncan Keith? HHOF: Noooo, I said 
Shea Weber. 

Side note: Tim Hortons also made sticks for Connor Hellebuyck and Elias 
Pettersson, but chose to use an American team in their ad instead. The 
Canucks lose out to the Bruins in the playoffs once again, I guess. 

Gentille: See, that’s the sort of disrespect Mark Scheifele was talking 
about. It’s what motivated them to not lose to Montreal in three. 

McIndoe: I’m disappointed they skipped the Flames and cost us all a 
chance to make the same joke about Johnny Gaudreau’s stick being life-
sized. 

Gentille: “Speaking on behalf of all Sens fans, I demand an investigation 
into the whereabouts of your Eugene Melnyk stick.” 

McIndoe: Frustrated Tim Hortons promotion guy standing in front of 
crates labeled “Daniel Alfredsson,” “Erik Karlsson,” “Mark Stone”: LEAVE 
ME ALONE. 

Gentille: “DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 2023.” 

McIndoe: Should we make jokes about the guy in the Leafs jersey at Tim 
Hortons not knowing how to get his hands on a cup or are we done? 

Gentille: “No stick, but can I interest you in one of our Mitch Marner 
donuts? It costs 20 percent more than it should.” Yep, I’m done. 

McIndoe: I look forward to regretting doing this again next year. 

Gentille: You’ve got the brawn, I’ve got the brain — let’s make lots of 
money. 

McIndoe: (fry drop) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ heart on full display in crucial Game 2 win over 
Golden Knights 

 

Eric Engels  

 

You could see the mark of this all-important win for the Montreal 
Canadiens right across Brendan Gallagher’s cheekbone. 

Oh yes, the man often branded for his efforts was willing to take Alex 
Pietrangelo’s check to the face and risk the abrasion just to make the 
right play and get the Canadiens out of Sin City even. He is often 
described as the Canadiens’ heart and soul, and they all borrowed a 
page from his book for this 3-2 win. 

Start with Jeff Petry, who reportedly suffered dislocated fingers to his 
right hand in Game 3 of the second-round series between the Canadiens 
and Winnipeg Jets. He missed Game 4 and then wasn’t able to play a 
week later, when he and his teammates touched down in Vegas for 
Game 1 of this Stanley Cup semifinal against the Golden Knights. 

Petry was literally seeing red for this one, with bilateral subconjunctival 
hemorrhage clouding both eyes crimson — a fancy way of saying he had 
burst blood vessels that fortunately did not cause pain nor vision 
impairment, according to his wife, Julie, who informed the public via 
Instagram while he was out on the ice playing his heart out. But, more 
importantly, with his fingers taped together in a customized gauntlet, he 
gritted his way through 27 shifts, had an assist, two shots on net, two big 
blocked shots and finished plus-one. 

Remaining Time -4:13 

How Petry's return and play was a stabilizing force for Canadiens 

It didn’t look like Petry was going to play after some gamesmanship from 
Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme in warmup. He didn’t take a 
regular line rush, and the Canadiens tweeted out their lineup with him 
listed as a scratch. The league even had its roster report indicating he 
was out, just 15 minutes before puck drop. 

But there Petry was in the end, ready to deliver a huge performance. 

“It means a lot,” Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme said of Petry’s 
presence and his character. “If he could’ve, he would’ve come back 
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earlier. He wanted to try to play against Winnipeg on Game 4. So, it was 
good to see him back and see the way he played after missing a couple 
of games and a few (10) days. 

“He’s an important player for us on both sides. The way he defends, the 
way he moves, the way he moves the puck is really good. And he’s a 
gamer. Every time you get in the critical moments, the big games, you 
see him at his best.” 

How many Canadiens can we say that about right now? The answer is, 
enough for them to be exactly where they are. 

Think of Joel Armia, who has gone through so many regular-season ups 
and downs since arriving in Montreal via trade from Winnipeg in July of 
2018. He scored his fifth goal of these playoffs to put the Canadiens up 
1-0 after he outmuscled Alec Martinez along the boards and forced his 
way back to the front to slide one off a skate and past Golden Knights 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. 

How about Paul Byron, who was waived three times this season and put 
under the spotlight — along with linemates Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Josh 
Anderson — to play a better game after the first one in this series left 
Ducharme saying he needed more consistency from his trio? He storms 
in on Fleury and scores his second of the playoffs with a beautiful 
forehand-backhand roof job that turns out to be the winning goal. 

Remaining Time -0:54 

Gotta See It: Byron skates in alone and roofs puck past Fleury 

It was one of several plays that epitomized what these Canadiens have 
going for them against a team that was heavily favoured to trample them 
in this series. They have heart. 

How about Tyler Toffoli — who extended his point streak to eight games 
after making it 2-0 from Petry and Cole Caufield — diving to disrupt a 
great chance Mark Stone had to tie the game late? Pure desperation. 

Then there was Carey Price, who made 29 saves in the win including 
one on Alec Martinez in the second period that required him to fling his 
entire body across the crease. 

“I’m using all my extremities so far,” said Price about the save. “It’s just 
about competing.” 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Gotta See It: Price gets just enough of puck to rob Martinez on doorstep 

Jon Merrill jumped back in after missing 20 days with an upper-body 
injury. He skated 12:52 and made a couple of key shot blocks after not 
playing for seven games. 

Joel Edmundson was willing to eat the glass to execute a pass to Petry 
so the puck could get out of Montreal’s end with Vegas pressing in the 
final minute of the game. He had his face pasted to it by William Karlsson 
before the officials blew the play dead, worried he might be seriously 
hurt. 

Edmundson was stunned, no doubt. But he dusted himself off and skated 
off the ice having done his job. 

“This time of year, all those little plays matter,” said Byron. “Taking hits to 
make plays—those are the little things to sacrifice themselves for the 
team. Joel’s a guy that’s won before and he knows what it takes to win. 
The guys that we brought in certainly help bring that attitude to the team, 
and it’s making a huge difference right now.” 

Remaining Time -5:37 

Canadiens scored by committee in Game 2 win over Golden Knights 

It’s not just the Cup winners like Edmundson and Corey Perry, who set 
up Armia’s goal and played the supervillain role to perfection in Game 2. 
It’s Petry and Shea Weber, who entered these playoffs barely capable of 
holding a stick with his left hand after suffering a late-season thumb injury 
that he played through for two weeks before he was forced out for the 
final eight games. 

The 35-year-old captain played 24:42 in this one. He leads the players 
remaining in the playoffs in time on ice per game, tied with his partner 

Ben Chiarot (25:24), who came back early from hand surgery to help the 
Canadiens clinch a playoff spot. 

Weber, Chiarot, Petry, just like Gallagher — guys so clearly willing to do 
what they must. 

“That’s what it is playing at this time of year,” said Ducharme. “I think in 
general, we have that throughout our whole team. You don’t get to this 
point for no reason, and we’re not finished either. There’s a reason why, 
and it’s because our players are engaged and they want to continue on 
their path.” 

Their next opportunity to do exactly that comes at the Bell Centre on 
Friday, tied 1-1 with the Golden Knights. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Golden Knights slowed by Canadiens’ lockdown defence 
in Game 2 loss 

 

Mark Spector June 17, 2021, 1:18 AM 

 

Well… What do we have here? 

That fourth-place team from the ultra-weak Canadian Division that was 
going to get swept by the Vegas Golden Knights? 

Ya, they’re heading home with home-ice advantage after winning Game 
2 by a 3-2 score, proving to the hockey world that, yes, the Montreal 
Canadiens can play with the Golden Knights. 

“Those people who said we were going to sweep,” dismissed Vegas 
head coach Peter DeBoer, “are the same people who said that Colorado 
was going to sweep us.” 

One of hockey’s more accurate quips has always been, “A series doesn’t 
start until the road team wins a game.” 

On Tuesday evening in Las Vegas this series got whittled down to a 
best-of-five, with the Canadiens stealing home-ice advantage. All of 
which doesn’t surprise the veteran Golden Knights coach. 

“You don’t get to the Final Four without knowing that this is going to be a 
battle,” DeBoer said post-game. “If it takes overtime and seven games, 
then it takes overtime and seven games. You just want to make sure you 
move on. 

“We knew this wasn’t going to be easy — we have a tremendous amount 
of respect for their hockey team. They’ve beaten two very good teams to 
get here, and won a lot of games,” he concluded. “We’re in a better spot 
than we were last series after two games (down 2-0 to Colorado). We’ll 
go into Montreal and look to win a game.” 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Gotta See It: Price gets just enough of puck to rob Martinez on doorstep 

A trend that emerged through the opening two contests in Sin City had 
the Canadiens dominating the early minutes of both games. In Game 1, 
Marc-Andre Fleury held the fort until his skaters found their legs. 

In Game 2, however, it was 2-0 after 20 minutes, and the Habs’ 
defensive clog-up-the-middle game was on display for the final 40. 

“It’s been a topic of conversation here for a little while. Last series too,” 
admitted defenceman Alex Pietrangelo, who had both Vegas goals — the 
first two-goal playoff game of his distinguished career. “It’s something we 
have to fix. Not good enough at the beginning, in the first period. Not 
good enough at the start.” 

“For whatever reason our starts in the playoffs haven’t been good 
enough,” added captain Mark Stone. “We’ve been burnt before, we were 
burnt again tonight.” 
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To make matters worse, Montreal is that team you simply can’t fall 
behind. They are masterful with the lead, with opportunistic forwards like 
Paul Byron who get sprung for breaks when the trailing team gets too 
aggressive offensively. Byron scored the third goal when he evaded a 
Fleury poke check, a move the Vegas goaler immediately wanted to take 
back. 

“I regretted that as soon as I did it,” Fleury confirmed. “I made up my 
mind too early. He cut to the middle early, and it was too far away. I 
shouldn’t have done that.” 

Remaining Time -0:54 

Gotta See It: Byron skates in alone and roofs puck past Fleury 

It was that third goal that cemented this game for Montreal, even though 
Pietrangelo brought his team back to within one off a nice faceoff play 
with just over five minutes to play. 

The Habs, however, are most comfortable when defending a lead. Their 
neutral zone play eats potential comebacks like corn beef sandwiches, 
their burly, stick-wielding defencemen clearing the slot like a cop on 
Crescent Street. 

Vegas ended up with 31 shots, but there were some score effects to that. 
The Habs simply defended for the final 20 minutes, and looked very 
comfortable doing so. 

“The last two periods we played pretty well,” Stone surmised. “Chasing 
the game isn’t an easy task against anybody, but these guys play a really 
good team game when they get the lead. 

“They clog it up pretty good.” 

Remaining Time -5:37 

Canadiens scored by committee in Game 2 win over Golden Knights 

This is the Habs game plan, just as it was for the ’90s New Jersey Devils 
or Dallas Stars: get a lead, then drive the excitement factor to 
subterranean levels. All those teams were fun to watch when they fell 
behind — when they had to hustle up some offence. 

But like Darryl Sutter’s Los Angeles Kings, who had Jonathan Quick in 
his prime, a 2-0 lead for Carey Price is money, and the Habs are happy 
to lock it down after that. 

“I’m not sure we got locked down tonight,” DeBoer disagreed. “We 
generated enough chances to scratch our way back into that game. I 
don’t think it was a case of us getting locked down once we fell behind. 
We generated some good looks in the last 40 minutes.” 

They may have, but the coach of a Vegas team knows all too well, there 
is no money in falling behind the Montreal Canadiens. 

The odds, they just aren’t going to pay. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Six examples that explain how the Islanders find success 

 

Justin Bourne June 16, 2021, 12:58 PM 

 

The Islanders may have lost Game 2, but they’re leaving Tampa Bay with 
a split and heading back to Nassau Coliseum, an outcome even their 
most hardcore believers would’ve labelled a success before puck drop on 
Game 1. 

Those hardcore fans then listened in to analysis of their team — 
particularly after Game 1 — and heard a lot of this: 

• “That’s what the Islanders do.” 

• “It’s the Islanders way.” 

• “Well, you know how the Islanders are.” 

The New York Islanders have done something almost impossible in 
today’s NHL — play a committed style of hockey so well that almost 
nobody knows how to talk about them. It’s a lot easier to describe a bike 
with one pedal and a wonky wheel than it is one that just, y’know, works. 

It shines a light on how we talk about hockey in general — about 90 per 
cent of the time we talk about flaws and where things went wrong, 
because that’s the type of game hockey truly is. (This is true of coaching 
too. You’re constantly stuffing bubblegum in the holes of the dam, rather 
than reinforcing the parts that are holding up.) There’s a lot less to say 
when things consistently go to plan. 

Combine that with the reality that the Islanders probably aren’t Tier 1 in 
drawing eyeballs outside the local ZIP codes, and listening to analysts 
talk about the Islanders can be like watching a documentary on 
paranormal activity. “I’ve never seen it myself, but every time I’m asleep, 
it sounds like they did something.” 

In the Stanley Cup semifinals for the second season in a row, let’s talk 
about “what the Islanders do” at least a little more specifically and why 
it’s been so effective in the playoffs. 

They’re physical without being meatheads 

This is a big one. The Islanders were third in the NHL this season in hits 
thrown (and yes, they were third in hits thrown on the road, if you think 
arena bias is why). They bang the body as part of the game plan. 

Along with that, they took the fewest penalties of any team in the NHL 
this season. The two teams that finished ahead of the Islanders in total 
hits this season were the Montreal Canadiens and Ottawa Senators by 
the way, who finished 18th and 25th in the PIMs category, respectively. 
It’s hard to play that way and stay clean. 

This is every coach’s dream, and really everyone’s team-building dream 
— the Islanders play a physical style but within the rules. The “New York 
Saints” thing is funny, but they’ve got the statistics to back it up. 

Transition defence leading to offence 

The big story from Game 1 of the Stanley Cup semifinals was told by a 
single stat: 

What often happens with NHL teams is that their coach tells them to play 
within their structure, and they do for a while…until the offence doesn’t 
come. They get frustrated. Maybe not everybody, but a player or two 
does, and suddenly one of those antsy players makes an aggressive play 
on a puck that isn’t so much 50-50 as it is 49-51, gets beat, and their 
team’s structure collapses for a chance against. 

No team that I’ve followed in recent years is as consistent as the 
Islanders at sticking to their system, staying in their positions, and waiting 
for the other team to make a mistake. It’s not a perfect plan, but in a 
game with as much randomness as hockey, those moments almost 
always eventually come. 

This was Jon Cooper after Game 1: “Our work ethic was there. Our 
compete was there. Our minds weren’t there. Some of our decisions 
were poor. That’s what happens when you get this deep into the playoffs. 
You have to have everything working in unison and we just weren’t there 
tonight.” 

When you get frustrated offensively and take chances, as Steven 
Stamkos did by forcing the play inside the Isles blue line that led to the 
Mathew Barzal goal in Game 1, you’re playing right into the Isles hands. 
When they fall behind, they’re not great at creating for themselves. But 
up, tied, or even within one, the Isles simply wait for mistakes, then 
pounce. 

Changes in pace 

I don’t know that you can build this into your roster on purpose, but part 
of what makes the Isles offence such a janky machine to defend is that 
you can’t game plan your gaps. If you’re playing a team that’s almost 
always fast, you can sag back. If they’re almost always slow, you can 
gap up. The Isles have such a mix of methodical, unhurried players 
(some may say slower?), that the contrast when a Barzal or an Anthony 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 17, 2021 

 

Beauvillier suddenly gets the puck seems to create gaps, and room for 
their offence to operate. 

Those two players are lightning fast, and I think integral to what makes 
the Isles attack tick. That offence, by the way, has scored the most goals 
in the post-season, and trails only Colorado in goals-for-per-game in the 
playoffs. They provide contrast, which keeps them unpredictable. 

Reliable play from their back-end 

This is probably the area of play that’s most discussed around the 
Islanders. Even though they’re good at moving the puck up and out of 
their own zone, none of their D are expected to create and they don’t 
seem to care all that much if they do. The forwards can always trust 
where the defence is going to be. 

For the past decade we’ve heard about the Boston Bruins and their 
players’ willingness to take a bit less money for the cause. I think we can 
fairly compare the Islanders D, only it’s not taking less money, it’s taking 
less points (the forwards, too). Because they focus on being where 
they’re supposed to be, it makes the life of their goaltenders a lot easier. 

I’m not making goaltending a heading, but it’s worth noting that none of 
this is possible without competent goaltending, which they absolutely 
have. But the Isles were a top-three team in preventing high danger 
chances against this year, so whoever plays goal for them has an easier 
job than, say, Connor Hellebuyck. 

Special skills: Barzal through NZ, Pulock bomb 

When you look around the NHL, there are a few elite skills you’d tell new 
fans “you gotta see this” while pointing with excitement. Not every team 
has someone or something like that. The Isles have two: Barzal’s ability 
to bring the puck up the ice by himself, creating offence from the D-zone, 
and Ryan Pulock’s slapshot, which needs to be in the league’s next 
hardest shot contest. 

I made this video a while back, but it’s just a good glimpse of how Barzal 
turns simple D-zone touches into danger the other way. He’s even more 
dynamic and exciting in this regard today. 

Pulock’s goal in Game 1 is all you need to know about his shot. It’s not 
often you see a minimally-screened un-tipped slapshot just overpower an 
NHL goaltender. 

Finally, they’re the inverse of many good teams. They’re… 

Patient in their own end, aggressive on the forecheck 

I’m convinced part of the reason people call the Isles “boring” is that they 
assume “good defence” means trapping and clogging the neutral zone 
up, and playing passively. That’s not the case — the Islanders send their 
players on the forecheck as hard as anyone in an attempt to win pucks 
back, and play no different than the majority of teams in the neutral zone. 

A quick google search shows just how aggressive (and un-boring) their 
forecheck actually is. 

Where they are different is they’re actually comfortable in their own end, 
which is an extremely rare trait (and one that’s almost impossible to have 
below the NHL level). So many teams in the NHL have adopted some 
version of D-zone swarming. They try to create a loose puck or a bobble, 
then they attack like gangbusters, desperately pushing to get the puck 
back and end the possession. 

The Islanders … well, they’re pretty OK if you have it in their end. 
Nothing kills a game of keep-away like a person not actively showing 
they want the object back. The Islanders protect the house well, and it’s 
when you try to get in there that you’ll experience layers and swarming 
and pressure. Teams often feel like they’ve outplayed the Isles because 
they had the puck in New York’s end a lot, and maybe even took a lot of 
shots from the perimeter, but they get left with “nothing went in today.” 

A perimeter shot is a turnover, and the Isles are content to wait for those. 

While this is not at all a comprehensive list of what makes the Islanders 
so good — it’s worth noting they also roll four lines more than most NHL 
teams — it hopefully shapes their game plan for those who don’t often 
pay close attention to what it is they’re doing. 

The Islanders are up against what I think you can fairly call the best team 
in the world over the past year or two, and they’re still considerable 
underdogs in their quest to take down the defending Cup champions. 

But if the Bolts are going to defend that title they’re going to have to earn 
it. The Isles don’t make things easy for anyone. 
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TSN.CA / Spezza re-signs with Leafs for third straight season 

Jason Spezza signed on for his third consecutive league-minimum deal 
in Toronto on Wednesday because he believes the Maple Leafs are 
continuing “to push” and can compete for the Stanley Cup, Kristen 
Shilton writes. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Jason Spezza still believes in two things: That he can help 
a team compete for the Stanley Cup, and that the Maple Leafs are 
capable of getting there.  

That’s why Spezza has signed on for a third straight season in Toronto, 
on a third consecutive one-year, league-minimum deal (this one being 
worth $750,000). The contract materialized just two weeks after the 
Leafs’ most recent playoff embarrassment, where they blew a 3-1 first-
round series lead over Montreal last month and lost to the Canadiens in 
Game 7. 

It was another sad chapter in Toronto’s playoff history, joining other 
opening-round exits in 2017, 2018 and 2019, and their failure to qualify 
for the NHL’s postseason tournament in 2020. Spezza knows how bad 
that track record looks, but it doesn’t diminish what he sees remaining of 
Toronto’s promise. 

“I know anything you're going to say at this time of the year doesn't really 
matter because we lost and I'm still pretty angry about it and frustrated,” 
Spezza told reporters on Wednesday. “But I feel like the group has 
potential. We feel like we have work to do to get better but we're pretty 
close to having a chance to have a run. Until we do it, no one's going to 
believe us but internally we believe that.” 

Spezza knows better than anyone how few opportunities remain for him 
to pursue a Cup. The 2021-22 campaign will be his 20th pro season, and 
the veteran just turned 38 last week. But despite being the Leafs’ 
second-oldest player last season, Spezza only got better down the 
stretch and into playoffs. 

In that series against the Canadiens, Spezza scored the second-most 
goals (3) and fourth-most points (5) for Toronto in a fourth-line role that 
averaged the second-fewest minutes per game (11:44) among players 
who appeared in all seven tilts.  

Spezza made the most of every postseason shift, outshining Leafs’ 
superstars Auston Matthews (one goal in seven games) and Mitch 
Marner (zero goals in the series) along the way. It wouldn’t be enough to 
salvage Toronto’s once-promising season though, a fact that continues to 
both sting and motivate Spezza.  

“It's definitely a frustrating time; I still feel frustrated by the result,” he 
said. “But the only way to get there is to continue to come back and work 
harder and do more to put ourselves in an even better position to 
succeed next time we get to the playoffs. The group we have is 
extremely dedicated; we have young guys in their prime that are going to 
continue to push and get better and hopefully learn from these 
experiences. There's room for optimism there.” 

Both general manager Kyle Dubas and coach Sheldon Keefe made it 
clear to Spezza at his season-ending meeting that they wanted him back. 
And there wasn’t much negotiation needed, as Spezza happily accepted 
another minimum contract from the only team he wanted to be on.  
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“I'll be honest: All I care about is playing on a good team and just trying to 
win. If I could take less [money], I would,” said Spezza, who has earned 
about $89 million in his career to date, per Cap Friendly. “I love playing 
the game, I love competing. Chasing the Cup is at the forefront of my 
mind daily, and anything I can do to help the team acquire better players, 
that's why I just take league minimum.” 

Spezza was also pleased with how the season played out for him 
personally. His 10 goals and 30 points in 54 regular season games was 
the most he’s tallied since 2016-17, and toggling between the centre and 
wing positions while anchoring Toronto’s fourth line proved easier than 
he thought.  

“I felt comfortable in my role,” Spezza said. “I was able to help the team 
with that matchup nightly; that was important for me. And just the comfort 
level of playing the wing this year was probably better than it's ever been. 
Every night, your role varies a tiny bit, and for me it's just trying to be 
consistent. I thought I had good consistency in my approach this year, 
and then just trying to stay healthy [was key].” 

Once Spezza knew he wanted to give Toronto another chance, he just 
had to clear a return with some very important people: his wife and four 
daughters. 

Last season, player’s families were under strict COVID-19 restrictions as 
well. Those didn’t allow for Spezza’s children to socialize or participate in 
what few activities were available to them. There’s enough hope that this 
coming year won’t require quite so much sacrifice though, which allowed 
the Spezza clan to hop on board with dad for another go-around.  

“It was a longer conversation than normal [with them],” Spezza said. “But 
I don't feel like I'm ready to stop. I feel like I've carved out a good role on 
this club. I feel like I've carved out a niche. I feel like I can help the team 
out, and I want to be on a successful team and the Leafs, they touch on 
all that.” 

Spezza said he’s been back in the gym daily preparing for next season, 
and will start skating again soon as well. When Toronto’s campaign starts 
up, Spezza will be just 30 points shy of 1,000 in his career as well, a 
carrot that could prove enticing to chase. Only that’s not what Spezza is 
coming back for.  

That’s not even close. 

“The feeling you have as a player when you're winning games, it's 
unmatched,” he said. “The joy of coming to the rink, it's a fun atmosphere 
to be around. I got lots of points, I'm not too worried about that. I'm just 
going to try to win hockey games so we can have fun coming to the rink. I 
find I'm a better version of myself when we're winning games and happy 
so I'm going to keep trying to just strive for that.” 
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USA TODAY / Montreal Canadiens' Jeff Petry returns, plays key role in 
win despite 'scary' eyes 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Key Montreal Canadiens defenseman Jeff Petry returned to the lineup 
Wednesday night for the first time since June 6 and all anyone could talk 
about was his bloodshot eyes. 

But his strong play had the Vegas Golden Knights seeing red as the 
Canadiens won 3-2 and head to Montreal for the next two games, 
starting Friday, with the Stanley Cup semifinal series tied 1-1. 

Petry missed the past two games after suffering a hand injury in the 
second round against the Winnipeg Jets. He was a game-time addition to 
Wednesday's lineup, and when he appeared, attention was drawn to the 
red in his eyes. 

His wife, Julie, joked on Instagram that his condition wasn't related to 
allergies or a late night in Vegas. She said the eyes didn't bother him and 
he actually looked better than he did a week ago. 

Sportsnet said the condition was subconjunctival hemorrhaging or broken 
blood vessels. 

"His eyes have looked like that for a week now," said Petry's defensive 
partner, Joel Edmundson. "It’s kind of scary, but I don’t think it affected 
him tonight." 

Petry was the team's best defenseman in the regular season with 12 
goals and 42 points in one of his strongest seasons. The Canadiens lost 
4-1 in Game 1 with him out of the lineup, but he made a difference in 
Game 2. 

He played nearly 21 minutes, with a penalty, a plus-1 rating, two shots, 
two blocked shots and numerous smart plays. He drew an assist on Tyler 
Toffoli's first-period goal.  

"If he could have, he would have come back earlier (in the playoffs)," 
Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme said. "It was good to see him 
and the way he played. He’s an important player for us." 

Ducharme called Petry a "gamer." 

"Every time you get in a critical moment, big games, you see him at his 
best," he said. 
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USA TODAY / Islanders irked by missed call in loss to Lightning, express 
frustration with refs 

 

Lorenzo Reyes 

 

New York Islanders coach Barry Trotz lamented a blatant missed call 
that almost certainly accelerated a loss Tuesday night in their Stanley 
Cup playoffs semifinal series against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

It came in the second period when there were seven Lightning players 
(teams play with five skaters, plus a goalie) on the ice as Tampa Bay 
winger Ondřej Palát scored a goal that gave his team a 2-1 lead. 

"Obviously you guys know there was too many men on the ice there," 
Trotz said after the game, according to ESPN. "They had seven guys. 
Disappointed in that. But we tried to battle through." 

Trotz was very animated on the bench after the referees and line judges 
missed the call. Though the NHL has replay reviews in place, the call for 
too many men on the ice isn't one that is eligible for coaches' challenges 
or referee-initiated reviews. 

The Islanders would allow two more goals before they added one late in 
the game in 4-2 loss that evened the series at 1-1. 

"The second goal hurt quite a bit," Trotz said after the game. "(Because) 
if they get the third one, there's a little bit more separation." 

Added Islanders forward Matt Martin: "It was missed. That's hockey. It 
happens. Nothing we can do about it. Move on." 

Injuries continue to play a huge role in NBA postseason 

NBA needs to acknowledge ambitious regular-season schedule was 
mistake 

NFL reveals extensive restrictions for unvaccinated players 

Agent demands explanation from commissioner on illegal-substance rule 

But it wasn't just the Lightning who may have benefitted from 
questionable officiating. The Islanders' game-tying goal in the first period 
came on a power play after Lightning center Brayden Point was called for 
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goalie interference, even though Point was checked by an Islanders 
player into goalie Semyon Varlamov. 

"We all saw the call," Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. "It was a tough 
decision for the refs to make. Especially when they tell you he put his 
hands up to hit the goalie, when he clearly didn't do that. It's a game of 
high rate of speed, and the refs are in a bind about that. But in those 
situations, you have to weather through that. In the end, you have to kill 
the penalty off, and we didn't." 

Game 3 in the series will be played Thursday at the Nassau Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum. 
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