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Carolina Hurricanes agree to new contract with coach Rod Brind’Amour  

By Steve Wiseman  

Rod Brind’Amour has a new contract that will keep him as 
the Carolina Hurricanes’ head coach. 

During a news conference Thursday morning, Hurricanes 
general manager Don Waddell announced Brind’Amour has 
agreed to a three-year contract extension. 

“Don and I talked throughout the year,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought we were on the same page. It was just a matter of 
time, really. He knew I wanted to be part of this and I knew 
he wanted me to be part of this, too. So we figured it out.” 

Financial details of the contract were not disclosed. 

Brind’Amour is a finalist for the NHL’s Jack Adams Award, 
which goes to the league’s coach of the year, along with 
Florida’s Joel Quenneville and Minnesota’s Dean Evason.  

Brind’Amour, whose name has been linked to coaching 
vacancies that include the expansion Seattle Kraken, has led 
the Hurricanes to the playoffs in each of his three years as 
their head coach, including a Central Division championship 
this season. That was the team’s first division title since the 
2005-06 Stanley Cup championship season when 
Brind’Amour was still playing for the Canes. 

His $600,000 salary over the past three seasons made him 
one of the NHL’s lowest-paid head coaches. Gerard Gallant, 
hired as the New York Rangers head coach on Wednesday, 
reportedly will make $3.5 million a year on his four-year deal.  

Brind’Amour said Thursday those numbers aren’t most 
important to him, though. 

“I want to make a real good point here,” Brind’Amour said, 
“and that is that finances and money, that’s part of it. But I 
feel like I’m the richest coach in the league because I have a 
relationship with my owner and my GM that I don’t know that 
a lot of coaches have, to have influence on who they are 
picking up and who they are trying to keep. Then how many 
coaches can do their job where they live and where they are 
from and who has had a footprint on everything that’s gone 
on here over the last 20 years? I don’t know what kind of 

value you can put on that. I feel pretty fortunate to get to do 
that.” 

Other NHL teams without a head coach are the Buffalo 
Sabres, Arizona Coyotes, Seattle and the Montreal 
Canadiens, who are still alive in the playoffs with interim 
head coach Dominique Ducharme behind the bench. 

Waddell, though, knew Brind’Amour’s heart is in Carolina. 

“Rod has stated very clearly that he wants to be a 
Hurricane,” Waddell said. 

While admitting the “temptation” is always there and it’s hard 
to ignore what he called “outside noise,” Brind’Amour said he 
never considered leaving the Hurricanes for another 
coaching job. 

“I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I’m doing here somewhere else, because this is a part of 
me,” Brind’Amour said. “You know, this place, I’ve been here 
forever.” 

Though the deal had been discussed for months, 
Brind’Amour said final details involving the entire staff had to 
be worked out before it could be completed. 

“We have a special group down here and for me to do this 
job, to the best of my ability, it’s important to have the right 
people around me,” Brind’Amour said. “I know, it’s down 
here. I know we have the great training staff, equipment, 
people, the coaches. So that’s why I think part of it took so 
long is a lot of people we had to figure out. So we’re at that 
point where we’ve pretty much done that.”  

Waddell said the relationship he and Hurricanes owner Tom 
Dundon have built with Brind’Amour made this a fairly easy 
deal to complete. 

“When you’re around the group and around Rod like I am 
you build a relationship, and you can sit down and talk about 
anything,” Waddell said. “We talked about everything you 
possibly can think about. And so it’s just a matter of coming 
to a deal from a financial end. Obviously, Tom was very 
supportive of it and involved in and we talked early on that it 
was important to get the whole group done.” 
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Brind’Amour, Waddell talk Hamilton, Svechnikov and the rest of the Canes’ to-do list  

By Justin Pelletier  

Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s new 
contract was the hottest topic Thursday when he and general 
manager Don Waddell answered questions from the media 
at last-minute news conference. 

But Brind’Amour’s new deal wasn’t the only thing discussed 
pertaining to the future of the club, though it was a constant 
theme.  

Amid repeated references to the culture to the team being a 
big draw for his return, Brind’Amour stressed that any player 
movement or addition would be made with an eye on that 
culture. 

“One of the other reasons I feel like I’m blessed, I do have a 
good relationship with Don,” Brind’Amour said, “and we talk 
about players … if (a player) scores 30, but he doesn’t fit our 
group, that’s not a guy we’re really interested in, and I think 
that’s one of the things I love about the job I’m doing, is that’s 
the kind of relationship we have, and the communication that 
we have that goes on. We’re trying to build a culture here, 
we want 20 guys that get it, that fit, and if that guy doesn’t fit, 
we don’t want him. We’re getting close, and that’s pretty 
special.” 

Waddell and Brind’Amour also addressed the contracts of 
two of the Canes’ bigger offseason free-agent priorities: 
Dougie Hamilton and Andrei Svechnikov. 

Recently, the Canes gave Hamilton permission to speak to 
other NHL teams about his impending free agency, which 
officially kicks in July 28. 

“We’ve had discussions with Dougie, and with his 
representation,” Waddell said. “There’s a difference of 
opinion right now, so we said, we can either wait until July 28 
(the start of free agency), and if we’re unable to sign him, he 
can walk away for free. So we said, maybe if he finds out 
that there is something out there that makes sense, we can 
trade him, and pick up an asset, or we’ll have the opportunity 
to sign him.” 

One thing Waddell made clear, though, is that the team likes 
Hamilton, and would welcome him back into the fold.  

“We love Dougie,” Waddell said. “Dougie has been good for 
this franchise, and we’re certainly all hoping he comes back, 
but we also didn’t want to wait until July 28 to figure that out, 
so we got a little head start on it.” 

Svechnikov is in a different scenario as a restricted free 
agent, coming off his entry-level deal. The Canes are able to 
give Svechnikov a qualifying offer. If he refuses that offer, 
other teams can sign him to an offer sheet, but the Canes 
will still have the ability to match that sheet, like what 
happened with Sebastian Aho two summers ago. 

“We just had some discussions very recently,” Waddell said. 
“I think we’ll be talking every day. The goal from our end is to 
get him signed, make sure we don’t miss anything this 
summer and be ready for the start of the season. I think the 
goal on the other side is the same, it’s just negotiation. 
There’s no deadline.” 

Hamilton and Svechnikov are veteran players with playoff 
experience, something Brind’Amour pointed out Thursday as 
a key element as the team continues to mature and chase its 
Stanley Cup dream. 

“The margins are so tight,” Brind’Amour said. “Teams that 
win the Stanley Cup aren’t making mistakes, they’re 
comfortable when the game’s uncomfortable, and being able 
to stick with what you’re doing, and I think we got away from 
that a little bit.” 

“We’re still a bit of a young group in a lot of ways,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Jordan Staal is a great leader, and he’s 
not a young guy, but the other guys are still kind of learning 
that, and from this year especially, we kind of learned that 
lesson.” 

Canes highlights 

▪ Owner Tom Dundon wants to win — Waddell was adamant 
that the Hurricanes are committed to winning, beyond the 
financial bottom line, and Brind’Amour bristled at the notion 
that there was anything less than full commitment. 

“A lot gets said, but here’s what I know,” Brind’Amour said. 
“(Dundon) wants to win. That’s the kind of guy you want to 
work for.” 

▪ Gardiner, Martinook health concerns — Like with any team 
completing an NHL grind, the Canes had a few players 
banged up to complete the year, including Jake Gardiner and 
Jordan Martinook. 

“(Gardiner) is going through some MRIs done recently, it’s in 
discussion with him and the doctors regarding his next 
move,” Waddell said. “I don’t really have an update other 
than he did an MRI the other day. Other than that, Martinook 
had his cleanup the other day. Other than that, I think we’re 
in pretty good shape going forward.” 

▪ Ongoing evaluation with an eye on team improvement — 
The process for building next season’s team has already 
begun. 

“We’re going through pro meetings, starting today for the 
next few days,” Waddell said, “go through our team, go 
through seven unrestricted free agents, and we’ll go through 
the league, see what free agents are potentially going to be 
out there. We’re going to talk about the expansion draft. 
Now, it’s more all focused on players, how do we make our 
team better, which moves we need to make, which guys we 
need to sign. Decisions will start happening in the near 
future.” 

▪ One last comment on the Lightning and the salary cap — 
Waddell continued to take the high road with regard to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning’s salary cap situation, having placed 
Nikita Kucherov on the long term IR, only to have the 
superstar forward return for the playoffs. 

“I don’t think it had an effect for any of our players at all,” 
Waddell said. “Everybody’s aware of the situation, and they 
didn’t break any rules. Whether those rules need to be 
looked at is something I’m sure will be talked about this 
summer. I’m sure they’d like to have their best player for a 
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whole season. He was able to have surgery and come back 
for the playoffs. There are so many things that happen in the 
league that maybe some people don’t like, but those are the 

rules, and if they need to be looked at, I am sure the powers 
that be will do that.”

 

Division championship earns Canes’ Brind’Amour NHL coach of the year award  

By Steve Wiseman  

Rod Brind’Amour started Thursday with good news and 
ended it with more. 

On the same day he signed a three-year contract extension 
to remain the Carolina Hurricanes head coach, Brind’Amour 
won the Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s coach of the year. 

The NHL announced the award winner during Thursday 
night’s playoff game between the Tampa Bay Lightning and 
New York Islanders.  

“This is a great honor to even be thought of in this category,” 
Brind’Amour said. “There’s not a coach in this league worth 
his weight that would say it’s about him. Winning this award 
is an organizational award, and I’m really proud to be 
accepting this on behalf of this organization.” 

Carolina won the Central Division championship this season, 
compiling the third-most points in the league (80). It marked 
the first time the Hurricanes won a division title since the 
2005-06 Stanley Cup championship team that Brind’Amour 
played on. 

Earlier this month, the 50-year-old Brind’Amour was named 
one of three finalists for coach of the year, along with 
Florida’s Joel Quenneville and Minnesota’s Dean Evason. 

Brind’Amour received 61 first-place votes while compiling 
433 points in the voting, which was conducted by the NHL 
Broadcasters Association. Evason was second with 235 
points, with 24 first-place votes, while Quenneville was third 
with 225 points, including 21 first-place votes. 

“The athletes that I get to come in contact with every day, 
from (team captain) Jordan Staal on down,” Brind’Amour 
said, “we’ve got a great group here and I’m really proud to 
represent them.“ 

He’s the first coach in franchise history -- encompassing both 
the Hartford Whalers and Carolina Hurricanes years --to win 
the award. 

“He’s done a tremendous job,” Carolina general manager 
Don Waddell said Thursday morning during a Zoom news 
conference to announce Brind’Amour’s new contract. “We 
truly believe we are headed in the right direction, so we’re 
very happy to get Rod signed on a long-term deal and we 
look forward to the next steps.”
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‘It was just a matter of time’: Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour signs a 3-year contract — 
so what took so long? 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell and coach Rod 
Brind’Amour took the podium together at PNC Arena on 
Thursday to announce the expected: The Canes have signed 
Brind’Amour to a new contract that will keep him in Raleigh. 
The deal, which has been the subject of increasing 
speculation recently, is for three years. 

“Don and I talked throughout the year occasionally, and I 
thought we were on the same page,” Brind’Amour said. “It 
was just a matter of time, really. He knew I wanted to be a 
part of this, and I knew he wanted me to be a part of this 
too.” 

If they were on the same page and it was “just a matter of 
time,” why’d it take so long? 

There’s been much discussion of Brind’Amour wanting to 
make sure the rest of his staff was taken care of, and while 
that doesn’t necessarily mean there will be a 100 percent 
retention rate — staff members are allowed to pursue 
opportunities as they see fit — Brind’Amour confirmed 
Thursday that trying to keep as much of the group together 
and making sure they were paid fairly was a reason for the 
hold-up. 

“We have a special group down here,” he said. “And for me 
to do this job to the best of my ability, it’s important to have 
the right people around me. 

“We have a great training staff, equipment people, the 
coaches. That’s why part of it took so long — a lot of people 
we had to figure out. We’re at the point where we’ve pretty 
much done that, and again, it’s important for me to have the 
great people around. That’s why we have success down 
here. All the people that are working in everything — you go 
down the list — they’re all part of what we’re doing.” 

Brind’Amour, a Jack Adams finalist, has taken the 
Hurricanes to the playoffs in each of his first three seasons at 
the helm — the only coach in franchise history to lead the 
team on three straight postseason runs. He has a 120-66-20 
record, and his .631 points percentage is the highest in 
franchise history. 

As a Canes player, Brind’Amour ranks second in career 
points since the team’s relocation to North Carolina, with 473 
points in 694 games played. He captained the team to its 

only Stanley Cup back in 2006, setting a standard of effort 
and excellence in his playing career — then he never left 
Raleigh. 

“I said it when I sat down here with Don three years ago — I 
would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job I’m 
doing here, somewhere else,” he said Thursday. “Because 
this is a part of me, this place. I’ve been here forever. 

“Again, it’s more about the people that I get to come and 
work with every day. That wouldn’t be the case somewhere 
else. It just wouldn’t be. It’s special to me. When I had my 
end-of-the-year meeting with players, it might be something I 
didn’t mention here earlier, but that really solidified what this 
is all about and why I want to be here. We have a special 
group of players here. That’s something I didn’t want to 
leave. 

“It just didn’t really ever enter my mind that I would leave 
because of what we have going on here. I want to see it 
through. We still have another level to get to, and that’s the 
mission.” 

Brind’Amour has been one of the, if not the, lowest-paid 
coaches in the NHL over the past three seasons with a 
$600,000 salary. While a source confirmed he is getting a 
raise, it’s not yet clear what his new salary will be. It’s safe to 
assume it’s less than what a team like the Rangers, who 
expressed interest in Brind’Amour, or Kraken would be able 
to offer him. Considering that — and the length of contract 
negotiations despite both sides wanting the same thing — it 
was fair to ask if he’s happy with his contract. 

“Obviously, yes,” he said. “I wouldn’t sign it if I wasn’t. I want 
to make a really good point, here. The finances and money, 
that’s part of it, but I feel like I’m the richest coach in the 
league. I have a relationship with my owner and my GM that 
I don’t know if a lot of coaches get to have, to have the 
influence on who they’re picking up. And then I don’t know 
how many coaches can do their job where they live and 
where they’re from, and had a footprint in everything that’s 
gone on here over the last 20 years. 

“I kind of get his place right at the top of the food chain. The 
commitment that we have from (owner Tom Dundon), a lot 
gets said, but I know he wants to win. And that’s the kind of 
guy you want to work for.”
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‘This is a part of me’: Rod Brind’Amour, Hurricanes agree to 3-year contract extension 

The coach of the year finalist pushed for new deals for his 
staff before signing his contract 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Rod Brind’Amour might not be anywhere near 
the NHL’s highest-paid coach, but that’s clearly not 
everything to someone who has made “being a Hurricane” a 
cornerstone of his life. 

“Finances and money, that’s part of it,” said Brind’Amour on 
Thursday at a Zoom press conference announcing his three-
year contract extension, “but I feel like I’m the richest coach 
in the league. … How many coaches can do their job where 
they live and where they’re from, had a footprint in everything 
that’s going on here over the last 20 years? I don’t know 
what kind of value you can put on that.” 

Brind’Amour has been in Raleigh since being acquired from 
Philadelphia in a January 2000 trade, reaching a Stanley 
Cup Final with the Hurricanes in 2002 before captaining the 
franchise to its only Stanley Cup in 2006. 

His expiring contract had gained notice around the league as 
other teams — including the deep-pocketed Rangers, a 
Sabres team led by fellow 2006 Carolina Cup-winner Kevyn 
Adams, and the incoming Seattle Kraken run by former 
Hurricanes GM and Brind’Amour teammate Ron Francis — 
conducted coaching searches. 

But the holdup on finalizing the deal — which Sportsnet’s 
Elliotte Friedman reported was a below-market $1.8 million 
annually — was never about Brind’Amour exploring his 
options or being dissatisfied with the terms of his new 
contract. Instead, it was about assuring his staff — assistant 
coaches, trainers and equipment managers — were also 
taken care of. 

“We have a special group down here, and for me to do this 
job to the best of my ability, it’s important to have the right 
people around me,” Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour specifically mentioned trainer Doug Bennett, 
strength coach Bill Burniston and the equipment staff in his 
comments, but the team has not yet confirmed which 
coaches and staff members have signed new deals. 
Assistant coach Dean Chynoweth has reportedly been 
permitted to talk with other teams. 

Brind’Amour is 120-66-20 since taking over behind the bench 
in Carolina before the 2018-19 season, and his .631 winning 
percentage is easily the best in franchise history (Peter 
Laviolette is second at .570). The team won the Central 
Division this past season and Brind’Amour is a finalist for the 
Jack Adams Award, given annually to the NHL’s top coach, 

that will be announced Thursday night. The team has also 
reached the postseason three consecutive seasons for the 
first time under Brind’Amour’s guidance. 

Despite the rumors that swirled around Brind’Amour the past 
few months, Don Waddell — the team’s president and 
general manager — called the negotiation easy, and 
Brind’Amour reiterated that the Hurricanes job is the only one 
he wants. 

“I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I’m doing here somewhere else because this is a part of me,” 
Brind’Amour said. “This place — I’ve been here forever. And 
again, it’s more about the people that I get to come to work 
with every day. That wouldn’t be the case somewhere else. 
… We’ve got a special group of players here too, and that’s 
something that I didn’t want to leave. 

“It just didn’t ever really enter my mind that I would leave 
because of what we got going on here, and I want to see it 
through.” 

The pieces that make up that “special group of players” will 
be tested this offseason in free agency, the most pressing 
issue being whether or not the team will re-sign defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton. The Hurricanes have allowed Hamilton’s 
agent to talk to other teams ahead of free agency but remain 
in contact about keeping him in Carolina. 

“There’s a difference of opinion right now,” Waddell said of 
negotiations between the two sides. 

Letting Hamilton explore other offers could facilitate one of 
two things: an agreement with another team that would let 
the Hurricanes negotiate a return for the rights to sign 
Hamilton early, or a realization that what Carolina is offering 
is more in line with what the open market could yield and 
lead to further negotiations on an extension. 

“We love Dougie,” Waddell said. “Dougie’s been good for this 
franchise, and we’re certainly hoping that he comes back. 
But we also felt that we didn’t want to wait until July 28 and 
try to figure that out, so we just got a little head start on it.” 

Waddell also said he has been in communication with Andrei 
Svechnikov’s representatives about the restricted free 
agent’s next deal. 

“The discussions are ongoing (and) will be ongoing until we 
get something done, and I’m very confident that we will reach 
a compromise and get him signed way before the start of the 
season,” Waddell said. 

And there are plenty of other decisions to be made. The 
Hurricanes need to prepare for the expansion and entry 
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drafts along with free agency. The medical status of players 
— Jordan Martinook underwent knee surgery and is a UFA, 
while Jake Gardiner had a recent MRI according to Waddell 
and was still determining his next steps — could determine 
the direction the team takes in building its roster for 2021-22. 

But one certain thing is Brind’Amour will be behind the 
bench. 

“It’s a special day for me because I know I’m going to be 
here for a few more years at least,” he said, “and again, 
trying to get this place right up to the top of the food chain.”

 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour named NHL’s top coach 

The Carolina coach is the first in franchise history to win the 
Jack Adams Award. 

By Cory Lavalette 

Rod Brind’Amour wasn’t looking to cash in when he signed 
his three-year contract extension to remain coach of the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. 

But if he had been, waiting another few hours would have 
boosted his value even more. 

Brind’Amour was named the winner of the Jack Adams 
Award as the NHL’s top coach Thursday evening, the first 
coach in franchise history to receive the honor. The award is 
voted on by the NHL Broadcasters’ Association. Brind’Amour 
received 61 first-place votes and 433 total points from the 
129 ballots. Minnesota’s Dean Evanson (235 points) and 
Florida’s Joel Quenneville (225) were the other two finalists. 

“There’s not a coach in this league worth his weight that 
would say it’s about him,” Brind’Amour said after winning the 
award. “Winning this award is an organizational award, and 
I’m really proud to be accepting this on behalf of this 
organization.” 

The Hurricanes finished 36-12-8 in the pandemic-shortened 
2020-21 season, winning the Central Division and totaling 80 
points for the third-best record in the NHL last season. After 
defeating the Nashville Predators in the first round of the 
playoffs, Carolina was eliminated by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in Round 2. 

Brind’Amour twice won the Frank J. Selke Award as the 
NHL’s top defensive forward, earning the honor in 
consecutive seasons in 2006 and 2007. He played 20 NHL 
seasons, including a decade with the Hurricanes along with 
St. Louis and Philadelphia. 

In three seasons since becoming the Hurricanes’ head 
coach, Brind’Amour is 120-66-20 in the regular season — 
the best winning percentage of any coach in team history — 
and already ranks fifth in franchise history in wins. 

Brind’Amour could climb the chart quickly. Peter Laviolette, 
the coach who led Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes to the 
2006 Stanley Cup, ranks second with 167 wins. Two-time 
Hurricanes coach and current Winnipeg Jets coach Paul 
Maurice is the franchise leader in wins with 384.
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Canes sign Brind'Amour to 3-year contract extension 

By Lauren Brownlow 

Carolina Hurricanes' GM Don Waddell and head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour held a joint press conference on Thursday to 
announce that Brind'Amour has been signed to a 3-year 
contract extension. The financial terms were not disclosed. 

"Obviously he's a finalist for Coach of the Year and has done 
a tremendous job, led our team the last three years to the 
Playoffs," Waddell said. "We truly believe we are headed in 
the right direction so we're very happy to get Rod signed to a 
long term deal and look forward to the next step." 

Brind'Amour has gone 126-66-20 as a head coach in his 
three seasons and has become the first coach in franchise 
history to lead the team to the Playoffs for three straight 
years. 

Brind'Amour said that he and Waddell had been talking 
throughout the year about what the extension might look like, 
and he figured it was a matter of when, not if. 

"Don and I talked throughout the year occasionally and I 
thought we were on the same page, So it was just a matter 
of time really," Brind'Amour said. "He knew I wanted to be a 
part of this and I knew he wanted me to be a part of it too, so 
we figured it out." 

When he was initially hired, Brind'Amour was one of the 
lowest-paid coaches in the league. And his hiring raised 
some eyebrows across the league as well. It was a risk for all 
involved as he didn't have as much experience as most head 
coaches. 

No one — even Brind'Amour himself — knew if it would work 
out, and he did worry that if it ended badly, it could damage 
his relationship with a franchise that was so important to him. 

"The first preseason game and we had our system in, and I 
remember, I'm sitting here with our video coach and we 
planned this out and I'm like, okay, I don't know if this is 
going to work," Brind'Amour said. "I mean, what happens if it 
doesn't? Well, we'll find out. But obviously it did. That was a 
big concern. We're past that now. I think we know okay, that 
works. And that was part of the risk I think we took, I think 
everyone took. 

"(Owner) Tom (Dundon) and Don (Waddell) put me in this 
seat, that was a risk on their part and obviously I think on my 
part too because I didn't want it to end that way." 

But through his success, Brind'Amour has become a hot 
commodity in the coaching world, and he no doubt could 
have gone elsewhere had he chosen to. 

That should have given him a lot of power to make demands 
at the negotiating table for more money. 

Dundon has been criticized for some negotiations that have 
gone poorly in the past and gotten a reputation for not 
wanting to spend money that he doesn't have to spend. 
Waddell said that reputation is unfair. 

"Perception about anybody until you really know somebody 
is probably always different. Tom is very passionate about 
the team, showing that by how we've been committed to our 
players," Waddell said. "I don't know of anything he's said no 
to from a player's standpoint. We just built a new practice 
facility that's been talked about since 1997 when the team 
moved here. We opened that last year. So I can only say 
Tom is very committed to this franchise. He's very 
passionate about it. 

"We have a choice as people to work here or not work here 
and work for Tom or not. So I don't worry about the 
perception outside the organization. I just know how things 
are inside and we've got a very tight-knit group here," 

Brind'Amour said he was happy with his deal, and that the 
benefits of it go beyond just money for him. 

"Well, obviously, yes. I wouldn't sign if it wasn't (happy)," 
Brind'Amour said. "I think I want to make a real good point 
here and that is finances and money, that's part of it. But I 
feel like I'm the richest coach in the league because I have a 
relationship with my owner and with my GM that I don't know 
that a lot of coaches get to have, to have an influence on 
who they're picking up and who they're trying to keep. 

"The commitment that we have from Tom — a lot gets said. 
Here's what I know: he wants to win, and that's the kind of 
guy you want to work for." 

Brind'Amour has spent a lot of time in Raleigh and has deep 
roots in the area, which also played a role. 

Still, there was more to it for Brind'Amour in terms of his 
decision to stay. 

"I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I'm doing here somewhere else because this is a part of me," 
Brind'Amour said. "When I had my end of the year meetings 
with the players... that really solidified what this is all about 
and why I want to be here. 

"We've got a special group of players here too and that's 
something that I didn't want to leave. It just didn't ever really 
enter my mind that I would leave because what we've got 
going on here, I want to see it through. We still have another 
level to get to and that's the mission." 

Brind'Amour also seemed to confirm at least some of the 
speculation that a delay in reaching a contract extension 
agreement was due to him wanting to make sure that all of 
his support staff are adequately compensated as well. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 18, 2021 

 

"We have a special group down here and for me to do this 
job to the best of my ability, it's important to have the right 
people around me and I know what's down here. I know we 
have the great training staff, equipment people, the 
coaches," Brind'Amour said. "So that's why I think part of it 
took so long is a lot of people, we had to figure out. So we're 
at that point where we're pretty much done that and again, 
important to me to have the great people around. 

That's why we have success down here is all the people ... 
they're all part of what we're doing down here. So I think that 
was probably what, to be honest with you, that's what's taken 
so long," 

Waddell also addressed some questions about potential off-
season moves for the Hurricanes. 

Defenseman Dougie Hamilton and forward Andrei 
Svechnikov are both restricted free agents, and Waddell said 
the team has been speaking to the representatives for both. 

The team also recently gave Hamilton permission to talk to 
other teams. 

"Well, we've had discussions obviously with Dougie and his 
representation and there's a difference of opinion right now. 
So we said we can either wait until July 28 and then if we 
were unable to sign him, then he can walk away for free," 
Waddell said. "So we said maybe if he finds out that there is 
something out there that makes sense, we can trade him, 
pick up an asset or we'll have the opportunity to sign him. So 
the door is wide open here. 

"We love Dougie. Dougie has been good for this franchise 
and we're certainly all hoping that he comes back. But we 
also felt that we didn't want to wait until July 28 and try to 
figure that out, so we just got a little head start on it." 

Things seem closer to getting done with Svechnikov, who the 
Canes drafted with the No. 2 overall pick in the 2018 NHL 
Draft. 

The priority is getting Svechnikov's contract worked out so 
that he doesn't miss any of the off-season. 

"I think we'll be talking every day. The goal is from our end to 
get him signed, get him to make sure we don't miss anything 
this summer and get ready for the start of the season and I 
think the goal on the other side is the same," Waddell said. 
"It's just negotiations; there's no deadline. 

"But the discussions are ongoing, will be ongoing until we get 
something done. I'm very confident that we will reach a 
compromise and get him signed way before the start of the 
season." 

The Canes are going to lose players to free agency, though, 
and so they're already looking into potential free agents 
across the league. 

Brind'Amour will have a say in that. Even if a player is a big-
time goal-scorer, if he doesn't fit the culture Brind'Amour is 
trying to build, he's not going to want to sign him. 

"One of the other reasons that I think I'm blessed is that I do 
have a relationship with Don and Tom where when we talk 
about players, they listen, like, what kind of player do you 
want? If he scores 30 but it doesn't fit our group, that's not a 
guy we're even going to really entertain," Brind'Amour said.  

"And that's one of the things I love about the job I'm doing is 
that's the relationship that we have and the communication 
that we have that goes on with us is we're trying to build the 
culture here. We want 20 guys in here that get it and fit and if 
that guy doesn't fit, we don't want him. And I think we're 
getting to that point where we were getting close and that's 
pretty special." 

It might be the off-season for the players, but the personnel 
decision-makers inside the organization are in their busiest 
time of year, Waddell said. 

In the next few days, they're going to evaluate their own 
seven unrestricted free agents, try to get high-priority deals 
done, evaluate other free agents on other teams and then 
prepare for both the actual draft and expansion draft. 

"How do we make our team better? What moves do we need 
to make? Which guys do we need to sign? There are seven 
unrestricted (free agents). And so those decisions will start 
happening here in the near future," Waddell said. "We've got 
a lot going on in July with the draft being pushed back and 
an expansion draft and then right followed up by the amateur 
draft. So this next month is going to be a busy time for the 
organization." 

Brind'Amour, meanwhile, isn't one to settle either. 

He has surpassed all imaginable expectations as a coach. 
But he wants to win. And he knows this franchise needs to 
take another step forward. 

To win a Playoff series is a good thing, but more was 
expected from the Canes, and they expected more of 
themselves than to go out in the second round. 

"I think if you're not learning from your failures, if you want to 
call it that, you're in big trouble. And I think what we learned 
was to be the best team, to beat the best team, you can't 
beat yourself, number one, which I thought we did at times 
this year in the Tampa series especially," Brind'Amour said. 
"And the margins are so tight, right? The teams that win the 
Stanley Cup are not making mistakes. They're comfortable 
when the game is uncomfortable and just being able to stick 
with what you're doing, and I thought we got away from that 
a little bit.." 

But Brind'Amour is just happy to be able to stick around a 
little bit longer, doing a job he's grown to love in a place he's 
loved for far longer. 

His ultimate goal is to help this franchise win its second 
Stanley Cup. 

"It's a special day for me because I know I'm going to be 
here for a few more years at least," Brind'Amour said, "and 
again trying to get this place right up to the top of the food 
chain."
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Brind'Amour Puts Pen to Paper on Contract Extension 

Brind'Amour: 'We have a special group down here' 

By Michael Smith  

Rod Brind'Amour was never not going to be the head coach 
of the Carolina Hurricanes next season and beyond. 

It was just a matter of putting pen to paper to make it official, 
which Brind'Amour and President and General Manager Don 
Waddell did in the Canes' locker room on Thursday morning. 

"And the contract has been signed!" a jovial Waddell said, as 
he held up Brind'Amour's freshly inked three-year contract 
extension with the Canes. 

It was never really a question of if it would happen, but rather 
when. Waddell even said as much in an interview more than 
two months ago. 

"[Waddell] knew I wanted to be a part of this, and I knew he 
wanted me to be a part of it, too," Brind'Amour said in a 
virtual media availability on Thursday. "It's a special day for 
me because I know I'm going to be here for a few more 
years, at least." 

Part of what dragged out the suspense for other hopelessly 
hopeful teams and fanbases was that Brind'Amour wanted to 
ensure his staff - from assistant coaches to medical 
personnel to equipment managers - was taken care of, as 
well. 

This should come as no surprise given Brind'Amour's 
commitment to family and making that a core tenet of the 
Canes' organizational culture. 

His support staff - especially in such an insular season 
during which outside contact was limited - is part of that 
family. 

"We have a special group down here," Brind'Amour 
explained. "For me to do this job to the best of my ability, it's 
important to have the right people around me." 

In three seasons behind the bench, Brind'Amour has earned 
a 120-66-30 record, and his .631 points percentage is the 
best in franchise history. He guided the Canes back to the 
postseason for the first time in a decade in 2018-19 and is 
the only head coach in franchise history to lead the team to 
the playoffs in three consecutive seasons. 

In the 2020-21 season, in which Brind'Amour was named 
one of three finalists for the Jack Adams Award as the NHL's 
coach of the year, the Canes finished with a 36-12-8 record 
and 80 points in 56 games. The Canes won the Central 
Division, the team's first divisional title since 2005-06, and 

came within three points of winning the Presidents' Trophy 
for the first time in franchise history. 

On March 4, Brind'Amour captured his 100th win as head 
coach in his 173rd game, becoming the fastest to reach the 
century mark in franchise history and the 12th fastest in NHL 
history. 

It's hard to argue with those kinds of results in just three 
seasons. It's a testament to his ability to mold his thinking 
and approach to the modern game. 

"The game is a little bit different from when he played, and 
it's also different than it was three years ago. The coaches 
who are able to stay in the league are able to adapt," said 
Justin Williams, once Brind'Amour's teammate, then captain 
of his team and now an advisor to the GM. "He's not a guy 
who is just, 'This is me. This is the way we're doing it.' He's 
able to adapt, and that's why he's going to be successful for 
a long time." 

Brind'Amour's success as head coach is also a testament to 
his tireless work ethic and his dedication to the team and 
organization. As captain, he led this team to a Stanley Cup 
championship in 2006. Now 15 years later, he's looking to do 
it again. 

"You're invested. As a coach, you put the plan in and watch 
your guys go after it," he said. "You're invested with them. 
That's what you can't get anywhere else doing anything else. 
I think I'll always have the fire to do that." 

Doing this job elsewhere was never really something that 
interested Brind'Amour, who has made Raleigh his home. 

"His face is really synonymous with the Hurricanes," Williams 
said. "The bar has been raised here, and the team has been 
successful, but not obviously satisfied with where we're at. 
We're getting there. We're relevant. We're respected." 

As Waddell said of Brind'Amour, "He's a Hurricane." 

And he's right. 

"I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I'm doing here somewhere else because this is a part of me. 
This place, I've been here forever. It's more about the people 
I get to come to work with every day, and that wouldn't be 
the case somewhere else. It just wouldn't be. It's special to 
me," Brind'Amour said. "We have a special group of players 
here, and that's something I didn't want to leave. It just didn't 
ever really enter my mind that I would leave because of what 
we have going on here. I want to see it through, and we still 
have another level to get to. That's the mission."
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Brind'Amour agrees to remain coach of Hurricanes 

Gets three-year contract, wins Jack Adams Award as best in 
NHL at job 

Rod Brind'Amour agreed to a three-year contract Thursday 
to remain coach of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

"[Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell] and I talked 
throughout the year occasionally," Brind'Amour said. "I 
thought we were on the same page, so it was just a matter of 
time. He knew I wanted to be a part of this, and I knew he 
wanted me to be a part of it too. So we figured it out. 

"I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I'm doing here somewhere else. I've been here forever, and 
again, it's more about the people that I get to come to work 
with every day. That wouldn't be the case somewhere else. It 
just wouldn't be, so it's special to me. It just didn't enter my 
mind that I would leave, because with what we've got going 
on here, I want to see it through. We still have another level 
to get to and that's the mission." 

The 50-year-old was named Hurricanes coach May 8, 2018, 
replacing Bill Peters, and is 120-66-20 in three seasons. 

Also Thursday, Brind'Amour won the Jack Adams Award for 
NHL coach of the year as voted by members of the NHL 
Broadcasters' Association.  

"He's done a tremendous job," Waddell said. "We truly 
believe we are headed in the right direction, so we're very 
happy to get Rod signed on a long-term deal and we look 
forward to the next steps." 

Carolina was the No. 1 seed in the Discover Central Division 
this season and was eliminated in five games in the best-of-7 
Stanley Cup Second Round by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
The Hurricanes have qualified for the Stanley Cup Playoffs in 
each of Brind'Amour's seasons and advanced to the Eastern 
Conference Final in 2019, when they were swept by the 
Boston Bruins. 

"We have a special group down here, and for me to do this 
job to the best of my ability, it's important to have the right 
people around me," Brind'Amour said. "I know what's down 
here. I know we have a great training staff, equipment 
people, the coaches. So that's why, I think, part of it took so 
long is a lot of people we had to figure out. We're at that 
point where we've pretty much done that." 

Since Brind'Amour became coach, Carolina has won more 
games than all but the Lightning (141), Bruins (126), 
Washington Capitals (125), Vegas Golden Knights (122) and 
Pittsburgh Penguins (121). 

"It was just a matter of coming to a deal from a financial end, 
and obviously [Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon] was very 
supportive of it and involved," Waddell said. "We talked early 
on that it was important to get the whole group done. From 
dealing with Rod, though, I have to put it on the easy side 
because of the relationship we have." 

Brind'Amour played the final 10 of his 21 NHL seasons for 
the Hurricanes. He was captain when they won the Stanley 
Cup in 2006.
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Brind'Amour of Hurricanes wins Jack Adams Award as NHL coach of year 

Also gets three-year contract after guiding Carolina to first 
division title since 2005-06 

By Adam Kimelman  

Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday 
won the Jack Adams Award for NHL coach of the year as 
voted by members of the NHL Broadcasters' Association. 

"This is a great honor to even be thought of in this category," 
Brind'Amour said. "… I'm really proud to be accepting this on 
behalf of this organization." 

Brind'Amour coached the Hurricanes (36-12-8) to the best 
points percentage (.714) in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers 
history. The Hurricanes finished first in the Discover Central 
Division, their first division title since 2005-06. Brind'Amour 
was Hurricanes captain that season and helped them win the 
Stanley Cup. 

Carolina lost in five games to the Tampa Bay Lightning in the 
Stanley Cup Second Round this season. 

The Hurricanes were second in the NHL in power-play 
percentage (25.6 percent) behind the Edmonton Oilers and 
third in penalty-killing percentage (85.2 percent), trailing the 
Vegas Golden Knights and Boston Bruins. Carolina was the 
only team to rank in the top three in each category. The 
Hurricanes were tied with the Bruins for fourth in goals-
against per game (2.39), third in face-off winning percentage 
(53.9 percent) and fifth in shots on goal per game (32.0). 

"We have such great people in this place and that's why I 
love it here," Brind'Amour said. "From our medical staff to 
our training staff to the coaches I get to work with every day, 
I think they're the best in the League. I'm really grateful to 
have the opportunity to work with them. And then obviously 
the athletes I get to come in contact with every day, from 
(captain) Jordan Staal all the way down. We have a great 
group here and I'm really proud to represent them with this 
award here today." 

Brind'Amour agreed to a three-year contract Thursday to 
remain coach of the Hurricanes. 

Asked where this day ranked for him professionally, 
Brind'Amour said, "Yeah, well, this award really just feels to 
me like such an organizational award because it just is. I 
know I said that earlier, but there's no way around it. I've got 
great people working with me to help me and the staff, 
everything, the players. I almost think the better question is, 
how do you not win with when you have what I get to work 
with every day? Where does it rank? It's a great day for me, 
personally, but really for the organization, I think, to get 
recognized this way."  

Carolina general manager Don Waddell said of Brind'Amour, 
"He's done a tremendous job. We truly believe we are 
headed in the right direction, so we're very happy to get Rod 
signed on a long-term deal and we look forward to the next 
steps." 

Brind'Amour is 120-66-20 in three seasons as Hurricanes 
coach, and Carolina has reached the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
each season. Carolina missed the playoffs nine straight 

seasons before Brind'Amour was named coach May 8, 2018, 
replacing Bill Peters. 

"Look at where we were when he took over (in 2018-19) and 
where we are now," defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. "Top to 
bottom, in the room, on the ice, in the organization, it's a 
night-and-day difference. He has a huge role, if not the most 
important role, to play in that. He's awesome as a coach, 
awesome as a person. The respect he has, as players, we 
truly appreciate, and obviously you want to go out there and 
play hard for a coach who respects you. He respects you as 
a player and a person. His care for people, people talk about 
that a lot, but it's true. We're extremely thankful for that." 

A first-time finalist for the award, Brind'Amour is the first 
coach in Hurricanes/Whalers history to win it. 

"He's a great coach, obviously," Staal said. "He's got it 
figured out. He knows how to push buttons, knows how to 
get the best out of everyone and relay good messages of 
how to play. And then just in general, as a person, he's a guy 
I look up to in all aspects of life and the way he carries 
himself, the way he treats people. He's just a good dude. 
He's a huge, if not one of the main reasons, why we are 
where we are as a group." 

Dean Evason of the Minnesota Wild was second, and Joel 
Quenneville of the Florida Panthers was third as the other 
finalists for the award. 

Evason coached the Wild (35-16-5) to the best points 
percentage in their history (.670) and a playoff berth in his 
first full season as coach, one season after taking over from 
Bruce Boudreau. 

Quenneville helped the Panthers (37-14-5) qualify for the 
playoffs for a second straight season. They finished one 
point behind the Hurricanes in the Central with the best 
points percentage (.705) and most goals per game (3.36) in 
their history. 

"It's an honor to even be considered, even this year," 
Brind'Amour said. "Obviously with Joel and his experience 
and everything he's done in his career, and Dean's done a 
great job there, starting fresh there. So it's a great honor." 

2021 Jack Adams Award voting 

1. Rod Brind'Amour, CAR 433 points (61-37-17) 

2. Dean Evason, MIN 235 (24-27-34) 

3. Joel Quenneville, FLA 225 (21-30-30) 

4. Jared Bednar, COL 115 (12-16-7) 

5. Mike Sullivan, PIT 86 (9-7-20) 

6. Sheldon Keefe, TOR 27 (0-6-9) 

7. Peter DeBoer, VGK 17 (2-1-4) 

8. Jon Cooper, TBL 4 (0-1-1) 

8. John Hynes, NSH 4 (0-1-1) 

8. D.J. Smith, OTT 4 (0-1-1) 

11. Bruce Cassidy, BOS 3 (0-1-0) 
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11. David Quinn, NYR 3 (0-1-0) 

13. Dave Tippett, EDM 3 (0-0-3) 

14. Jeremy Colliton, CHI 1 (0-0-1) 

14. Barry Trotz, NYI 1 (0-0-1)

 

 

 

Hurricanes extend Brind’Amour, who wins coach of year honors 

By Aaron Beard 

Rod Brind’Amour never worried much about being able to 
reach a deal to remain coach of the Carolina Hurricanes.  

“It was just a matter of time, really,” Brind’Amour said 
Thursday as the team announced a three-year contract 
extension. 

Hours later, Brind’Amour won the Jack Adams Award as 
NHL coach of the year for guiding the Hurricanes to a third 
consecutive playoff appearance and finishing first in the 
Central Division. The extension and accolades come a little 
over a week since Carolina was eliminated by reigning 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay in the second round.  

The 50-year-old Brind’Amour’s previous contract ran through 
this season, though the captain of Carolina’s 2006 Cup 
winner and owner Tom Dundon had made public comments 
in recent months indicating they expected to reach an 
agreement — with Brind’Amour saying in early May: 
“Everybody knows I’m a Hurricane.” 

Brind’Amour held a virtual news conference alongside 
president and general manager Don Waddell on Thursday 
morning. 

“Don and I talked throughout the year, occasionally,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I thought we were on the same page. ... 
He knew I wanted to be a part of this. I knew he wanted me 
to be a part of it, too. So we figured it out.” 

Now he’ll remain with the franchise where he also played in 
the 2002 Stanley Cup finals and worked as an assistant 
coach before guiding a resurgence from a nine-season 
playoff drought. 

“I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I’m doing here somewhere else because this is a part of me,” 
Brind’Amour said. “This place, I’ve been here forever. Again, 
it’s more about the people that I get to come to work with 
everyday. That wouldn’t be the case somewhere else. It just 
wouldn’t be.” 

While an agreement was expected, Brind’Amour said it took 
time to make sure he has “the right people around me” 
before reaching a deal. Brind’Amour pointed to support staff 
ranging assistant coaches to training staff and equipment 
people. 

“That’s why I think part of it took so long is a lot of people, we 
had to figure out,” he said. “We’re at that point where we’ve 
pretty much done that.” 

Waddell described the negotiation as “on the easy side” 
because of the long-standing relationship. 

“We talked early on that it was important to get the whole 
group done,” Waddell said. 

Brind’Amour, who took over in 2018, took his first team to the 
playoffs and beat reigning Stanley Cup champion 
Washington on the way to the Eastern Conference finals. 
Then came a trip to the Toronto bubble last summer and a 
qualifying series win in a second straight playoff appearance. 

This year marked the first time the franchise had made three 
straight playoff trips since relocating to North Carolina in 
1997 from Hartford, Connecticut. The Hurricanes won the 
Central Division title for the team’s first division crown since 
winning the Stanley Cup in 2006, and remained in the hunt 
for the Presidents’ Trophy for best regular-season record to 
the final week of the schedule. 

Carolina beat Nashville in a six-game first-round series 
before falling in five games to the Lightning in Round 2. And 
much of Carolina’s core is under contract, including star 
center Sebastian Aho and top defenseman Jaccob Slavin. 

Brind’Amour is 120-66-20 in the regular season over three 
seasons and 17-17 in the playoffs. He’s a Jack Adams 
winner for the first time. 

Florida’s Joel Quenneville and Minnesota’s Dean Evason 
were the other coach of the year finalists.
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Rod Brind'Amour named winner of Jack Adams Award, signs 3-year extension with 
Carolina Hurricanes 

By Greg Wyshynski  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour has signed a 
three-year contract extension with the team, general 
manager Don Waddell announced Thursday. 

Brind'Amour was later announced as the winner of the Jack 
Adams Award, which goes to the NHL's coach of the year. 

"I thought we were on the same page," Brind'Amour said. "It 
was just a matter of time, really. He knew I wanted to be a 
part of this, and I knew he wanted me to be a part of it, too. 
So we figured it out." 

Brind'Amour finished the last year of his contract with the 
team this season. The Hurricanes were first in the Central 
Division and were eliminated in the second round by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

He has gone 120-66-20 in three seasons with Carolina and 
reached the playoffs in all three seasons. 

With his contract up, there was heavy speculation that 
Brind'Amour could leave the franchise, where he spent 10 
years of his 20-year NHL career as a player, winning the 
Stanley Cup as Hurricanes captain in 2006. The New York 
Rangers and the expansion Seattle Kraken -- where 
Brind'Amour's former teammate Ron Francis is the general 
manager -- had high-profile openings. 

When the Rangers announced they had hired Gerard Gallant 
as their next head coach Wednesday, it was seen by many 
around the NHL as a signal that Brind'Amour was off the 
market. 

But Brind'Amour said the delay in re-signing with the 
Hurricanes was because he wanted to ensure his coaching 
and support staff would all return with him. Plus, he felt he 
could have the most success by staying in Raleigh rather 
than leaving for another team. 

"There's always temptation to listen to the outside noise. But 
I have a hard time thinking I could do the same job I do here 
somewhere else. This place is a part of me. I've been here 
forever. Again, it's about the people I get to come to work 
with every day. That's not going to be the case in other 
places," he said. 

Brind'Amour cited his relationship with Waddell and owner 
Tom Dundon as another reason he decided to re-sign, 
saying he has a lot of input into player personnel decisions 
that he might not have elsewhere. 

"Finances and money are a part of it. But I feel like I'm the 
richest person because I have a relationship with my owner 
and GM that I don't think many other coaches have," he said.
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Rod Brind’Amour agrees to 3-year extension with Hurricanes 

By Sean Leahy  

Rod Brind’Amour is staying in Carolina after the Hurricanes 
announced they’ve agreed to a to a three-year 
extension with their head coach. 

“Rod has been the driving force behind the culture change 
we’ve undergone here,” said Hurricanes general manager 
Don Waddell. “He keeps our players motivated, demands 
accountability, and has our team ready to compete every 
night. He has truly raised the bar for our organization, and 
we’re thrilled to have him continue as our coach for years to 
come.” 

In three years behind the bench, Brind’Amour, 50, has 
compiled a 120-66-20 record and helped transform the 
Hurricanes into Stanley Cup contenders. He’s led them to 
the playoff in every season he’s been head coach, a feat no 
other coach in franchise history has done. This season, 
Carolina was in contention for the Presidents’ Trophy and 

ended up winning the Central Division, their first division title 
since being Southeast Division champions in 2005-06. 

The extension took time, but Brind’Amour reportedly wanted 
his staff taken care of as well. There were also rumors that 
the expansion Seattle Kraken might be an option if things 
didn’t work in Carolina. 

“I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I’m doing here somewhere else because this is a part of me,” 
Brind’Amour said Thursday. “This place, I’ve been here 
forever. Again, it’s more about the people that I get to come 
to work with everyday. That wouldn’t be the case somewhere 
else. It just wouldn’t be.” 

Brind’Amour is a finalist for the 2020-21 Jack Adams Award. 
The winner will be announced Thursday during Game 3 of 
Islanders-Lightning (8 p.m. ET; USA Network / Peacock). 

Now that the Hurricanes’ job is closed, that leaves the 
Coyotes, Kraken, and Sabres as the only NHL vacancies.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 18, 2021 

 

Rod Brind’Amour wins Jack Adams Award 

By Adam Gretz  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is the winner of 
the 2020-21 Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s coach of the 
year, the league announced on Thursday evening. 

Brind’Amour won the award by a significant margin, earning 
61 first-place votes. 

Minnesota’s Dean Evason, the runner-up, received only 24 
first-place votes. 

Voting for the Jack Adams Award is conducted by the 
league’s broadcasters. 

Thursday’s result caps off a pretty significant 24 hours for the 
Hurricanes coach, as he not only takes him the top honor for 
NHL coaches, but he also agreed to a new three-year 
contract extension earlier in the day. 

Brind’Amour just completed his third season with the 
Hurricanes and has led them to the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
each season, advancing to at least the Second Round in two 
of those seasons. That includes the 2020-21 season where 
they defeated the Nashville Predators in the First Round 
before losing to the Tampa Bay Lightning. In his debut 
season they advanced all the way to the Eastern Conference 
Final. 

During the 2020-21 season the Hurricanes won the NHL’s 
Central Division, their first division title since the 2005-06 
season (when Brind’Amour still played for the team), and 

were also the only team in the league to finish in the top-
three in power play and penalty kill. 

He is the first coach in the history of the Hartford 
Whalers/Hurricanes franchise to win the award. 

It also adds to Brind’Amour’s personal trophy collection 
which also includes two Selke Trophies during his playing 
days, as well as Stanley Cup during the 2005-06 season that 
he won as a member of the Hurricanes. 

Here are the complete voting results for the 2020-21 Jack 
Adams Award. 

2021 NHL Award finalists: 

Vezina Trophy: Marc-Andre Fleury, Philipp Grubauer, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy 
Ted Lindsay Award: Sidney Crosby, Auston Matthews, 
Connor McDavid 
Calder Memorial Trophy: Kirill Kaprizov, Alex Nedeljkovic, 
Jason Robertson 
Lady Byng Memorial Trophy: Auston Matthews, Jaccob 
Slavin, Jared Spurgeon 
Selke Trophy: Aleksander Barkov, Patrice Bergeron, Mark 
Stone 
Willie O’Ree Community Hero Award: Renee Hess, Kevin 
Hodgson, Howard Smith 
Norris Trophy: Adam Fox, Victor Hedman, Cale Makar 
Hart Trophy: Connor McDavid, Auston Matthews, Nathan 
MacKinnon  
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Brind'Amour: "We Still Have Another Level" 

Carolina's bench boss is on a mission and now he's armed 
with a new contract extension. But will Dougie stay on board 
too? 

By Ryan Kennedy 

Rod Brind'Amour knows what it's like to win a Stanley Cup in 
Carolina. As captain of the championship team in 2006, he 
was the first to lift the chalice up. Now, with three years 
under his belt as coach of the Hurricanes, Brind'Amour has 
signed a three-year extension with the hopes of bringing that 
glory back to Raleigh. 

Getting to the top won't be easy of course, though Carolina is 
coming off a season that saw the Canes finish third overall in 
the NHL with 80 points in 56 games. Carolina's season 
ended at the hands of the Tampa Bay Lightning, who pushed 
aside the Canes after Brind'Amour's crew disposed of 
Nashville in the first round. Tampa is still playing and the 
Lightning offer an example of where the Canes want to be 
after an educational 2020-21 season. 

"We learned a lot," Brind'Amour said. "If you're not learning 
from your failures, if you want to call them that, you're in big 
trouble. What we learned is that to beat the best team, you 
can't beat yourself – which I thought we did at times, 
especially in the Tampa series. And the margins are so tight. 
The teams that win the Stanley Cup are not making 
mistakes; they're comfortable when the game is 
uncomfortable. They stick with what they're doing and we got 
away from that." 

The upshot is that Carolina's lineup still has a ton of 
potential, through rising stars such as Andrei Svechnikov, 
Martin Necas and goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

"We're still a bit of a young group in some ways," 
Brind'Amour said. "We've got a great leader in Jordan Staal 
and he's not a young guy, but our other guys are still 
learning." 

All in all, it's not hard to look at what Carolina has put 
together and see a team that is very close. The defense 
corps is enviably mobile and talented, while there is plenty of 
offensive pop up front. If Nedeljkovic, a Calder Trophy 
finalist, proves to be the long-term answer in net, then you 
can't ask for much more from the roster. Having said that, 
one major piece is currently dangling outside the margins, in 
that the Canes have allowed defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
to speak with other teams on a potential sign-and-trade 
before the right-shot blueliner hits unrestricted free agency 
next month. 

"The door is wide open here," said GM and president Don 
Waddell. "We love Dougie, he's been good for this franchise 
and we're certainly all hoping he comes back. But we also 
felt we didn't want to wait until July 28 to figure it out, so we 
got a head start on that." 

Waddell did also acknowledge there was a "difference of 
opinion" when it came to earlier negotiations with Hamilton 
and his crew, but that is understandable in any contract 
situation. 

Getting Brind'Amour under contract was a step in the right 
direction and according to the coach himself, he and Waddell 
had been on the same page all season. One of the few 
hurdles to overcome was making sure Brind'Amour's staff 
was also re-upped. 

"We have a special group down here," Brind'Amour said. 
"For me to do this job to the best of my ability, it's important 
to have the right people around me. I know we have a great 
training staff, equipment people and coaches. That's why 
part of it took so long, is that we had a lot of people to figure 
out. We're at that point where we're pretty much done that 
and again, it was important to me to have great people 
around. That's why we have success down here." 

For Brind'Amour, there is also the unique aspect that he gets 
to coach at home. He arrived in Carolina as a player more 
than 20 years ago and went straight from the ice to a job in 
player development. One year later he was behind the bench 
as an assistant coach and six years after that, he got the 
main bench boss job. There's a lot to say for those kinds of 
roots. 

"I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
I'm doing here somewhere else," Brind'Amour said. "I've 
been here forever and it's about the people I get to work with 
everyday. It wouldn't be the same somewhere else." 

Talking to his players in their exit meetings also energized 
the coach – a famously gung-ho guy to begin with. 

"What we've got here, I want to see it through," he said. "We 
still have another level to get to and that's the mission." 

Brind'Amour Wins Jack Adams in Busy Day for Canes 
Coach 

On the same day he signed a three-year contract extension, 
Rod Brind'Amour has been named the winner of the 2021 
Jack Adams Award. 

By Mike Stephens 

It's been quite the day for Rod Brind'Amour.  

Mere hours after signing a contract extension that ensures 
he will remain in Carolina for at least the next three years, 
the Hurricanes' bench boss was officially named the 2021 
winner of the Jack Adams Award on Thursday night, given to 
the NHL's top coach.  

Brind'Amour, a first-time nominee, is also the first Hurricanes 
coach to win the award in franchise history. The lone 
Hurricanes coach to earn a nomination in the franchise's 
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history prior to Brind'Amour was Peter Laviolette in 2006, 
when he finished as the runner-up.  

The win is not a surprising one for Brind'Amour, given the 
season he's had.  

The former captain-turned coach guided the Hurricanes to a 
franchise-record .714 points percentage in 2021, earning 
their first division crown since 2005-06 while putting up 
improved year-to-year metrics in a number of crucial areas 
including goals-for-per-game, goals-allowed per game, 
power-play percentage, and penalty kill efficiency. After 

bowing out in the first round of the playoffs to the Boston 
Bruins in 2020, Brind'Amour helped the Hurricanes improve 
upon that result as well and earn a series victory this year, 
easily dispatching the Nashville Predators in six games.  

Other coaches to receive first-place votes for the Jack 
Adams in 2021 were Minnesota's Dean Evason, Florida's 
Joel Quenneville, Colorado's Jared Bednar, and Pittsburgh's 
Mike Sullivan.

  

 

 

Hurricanes sign Rod Brind’Amour to three-year contract extension  

The Canes’ bench boss will be sticking around. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes held their end-of-season media availability 
with Rod Brind’Amour and Don Waddell Thursday, and 
wasted little time announcing that one of the team’s biggest 
pieces of offseason business had been taken care of. The 
team signed Brind’Amour, who was up for a new deal, to a 
three-year contract extension.  

Brind’Amour a finalist for the Jack Adams Award as the 
NHL’s coach of the year this season, has led the Canes to 
the playoffs in three straight years for the first time in 
franchise history, and to its first division title since 2005-06 
this past season. He’s gone 120-66-20 in his three seasons, 
and his .631 points percentage is the highest by a head 
coach in franchise history.  

“We truly believe we are truly headed in the right direction so 
we are very happy to get Rod signed to a long-term deal and 
we look forward to the next step,” Waddell said.  

For Brind’Amour, there was never really any worry about 
getting a deal done.  

“Not really,” he said. “I mean Don and I talk throughout the 
year. I thought we were on the same page so it was just a 
matter of time really. He knew I wanted to be a part of this 
and I knew he wanted me to be a part of it too. We figured it 
out.” 

One of the main sticking points for Brind’Amour was making 
sure knew deals got done with his assistant coaches and 
support staff.  

“We have a special group down here and for me to do this 
job to the best of my ability, it’s important to have the right 
people around me and I know what’s down here,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I know we have great training staff, 
equipment staff people, the coaches. That’s why I think part 
of it took so long because there were a lot of people we had 
to figure out. We’re at the point where we’ve pretty much 
done that and again it was important to me to have great 
people around. That’s why we have success down here is 
because of all the people that are working in everything. 
From [Doug Bennett] to [Bill Burniston], you go down the list, 
they’re all part of what we’re doing here. So to be honest with 
you, that’s probably what took so long.” 

Elliotte Friedman has previously reported that Brind’Amour’s 
extension would be for $1.8 million per season. That’s 
obviously less than Brind’Amour could get on the open 
market, but for him, getting to stay and coach in a place he 
loves is about more than money.  

“The finances and money, that’s part of it, but I feel like I’m 
the richest coach in the league,” Brind’Amour said. “I have a 
relationship with my owner and my GM that I don’t know if a 
lot of coaches get to have, to have the influence on who 
they’re picking up. And then I don’t know how many coaches 
can do their job where they live and where they’re from, and 
had a footprint in everything that’s gone on here over the last 
20 years. I don’t know what kind of value you want to put on 
that. I feel pretty fortunate that I get to do that. It’s a special 
day for me because I know I’m going to be here for a few 
years at least. I kind of get his place right at the top of the 
food chain. The commitment that we have from [Tom 
Dundon], a lot gets said, but I know he wants to win. And 
that’s the kind of guy you want to work for.” 
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He said it: Don Waddell on Hurricanes’ offseason 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell spoke to the 
media Thursday. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Thursday was the first domino to fall in what will be a pivotal 
offseason for the Hurricanes, as general manager Don 
Waddell announced the team had signed head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour to a three-year extension.  

Waddell spoke to the media about Brind’Amour’s deal, 
updates on negotiations with Andrei Svechnikov and Dougie 
Hamilton, and much more. Here’s a full breakdown of 
everything he had to say:  

Opening Statement: Good morning everyone, thanks for 
joining us here. Lots happened in the recent period of time, 
but we’re here in particular today to announce something 
that the organization is very excited about and very happy to 
get done. That we’ve reached a contract extension with Rod 
Brind’Amour. He’s a finalist for coach of the year, done a 
tremendous job leading our team for the last three years and 
into the playoffs. We truly believe we are truly headed in the 
right direction so we are very happy to get Rod signed to a 
long-term deal and we look forward to the next step. Thank 
you. 

On how long Brind’Amour’s contract is for: It’s a three year 
extension. 

On if he sees a role long-term within the organization after 
Brind’Amour is done coaching: He’s a Hurricane. And if that 
day ever comes that he decides he doesn’t want to be 
behind the bench, I’m sure as we’ve done with [Justin 
Williams] here recently, I’m sure there might be those next 
opportunities. But right now, as we’re focused on being the 
best team we can be, we’ve got a lot of work to do this 
summer to get ready for next year. A lot of planning. So 
that’s the focus, but Rod has stated very clearly that he 
wants to be a Hurricane and so one way or another, I’m 
assuming it will all work out not only for today, but for the 
future. 

On if this is as good as spot for Brind’Amour as it was when 
he was playing: I put this one of the easy side because of the 
relationship we have where we can sit and talk about it very 
openly. We’ve traveled together on the road, we’ve spent a 
lot of time together, so when you’re around the group and 
around Rod like I am, you build a relationship and you can sit 
down and talk about everything you possibly can think about, 
so it’s just a matter of coming to a deal from a financial end, 
and obviously Tom was very supportive of it and involved, 
and we talked early on that it was important to get the whole 
group done. From dealing with Rod, I have to put it on the 
easy side because of the relationship that we have. 

On the outside perception of Tom Dundon: The perception 
about anybody until you really know somebody is probably 
always different. All I know is for three years here, we’ve 
been a cap team. Tom is very passionate about the team. 
He’s shown that by how he committed to our players and 
getting things, I don’t know if there’s anything he’s said no to 
from a player standpoint. We just built a new practice facility 
that’s been talked about since 1997 when the team moved 

here. We opened that last year, so I can only say Tom is 
very committed to this franchise, he’s very passionate about 
it, and we have a choice as people to work here or not work 
here and work for Tom or not. I don’t know about the 
perception outside the organization, I just know how things 
are inside, and we’ve got a very tight-knit group here.  

On letting Dougie Hamilton talk to other teams: We’ve had 
discussions, obviously, with Dougie and his representation. 
There’s a difference of opinion right now, so we said we can 
either wait until July 28, and if we’re unable to sign him, then 
he can walk away for free. So we said maybe if he finds out 
there is something out there that makes sense, we can trade 
him and pick up an asset or we’ll have an opportunity to sign 
him. The door is wide open here. We love Dougie. Dougie’s 
been good for this franchise and we are certainly all hoping 
that he comes back. But we also felt that we didn’t want to 
wait until July 28 to try and figure that out, so we just got a 
little head start on it.  

On Andrei Svechnikov: We just actually had some 
discussions very recently. I think we’ll be talking every day. 
The goal, from our end, is to get him signed. Make sure we 
don’t miss anything this summer and get ready for the start 
of the season, and I think the goal on the other side is the 
same. It’s just negotiations, there’s no deadline. It seems like 
things always happen around our league when deadlines are 
in place, but the discussions are ongoing, will be ongoing 
until we get something done. I’m very confident that we’ll 
reach a compromise and get him signed way before the start 
of the season.  

On the next most important thing to get done this offseason 
with Brind’Amour signed: We were going to do pro meetings 
starting today for the next few days. Go through our team, I 
think we have seen unrestricted free agents, and we’ll go 
through the league, see what free agents are potentially 
going to be out there. We’ve got to talk about the expansion 
draft. So that’s really, now it’s more all focused on players. 
How do we make our team better. What moves do we need 
to make? Which guys do we need to sign? As I said, there’s 
seven unrestricted guys, so those decisions will start 
happening here in the near future, and we’ve got a lot going 
on in July with the draft being pushed back and then the 
expansion draft. And then right followed up by the amature 
draft. This next month is going to be a busy time for the 
organization.  

On Jake Gardiner and if anyone else needs surgery: 
[Gardiner] had some MRIs done here recently. It’s in 
discussion right now with him and the doctors as far as the 
next move, so I don’t really have an update. I know he just 
did an MRI the other day. Other than that, [Jordan Martinook] 
had his cleanup yesterday. I don’t think there’s anybody else. 
I think we’re in pretty good shape going forward. There’s 
nobody else that I can think of that needed any surgery. I 
think when the guys left here, they had their exit physicals 
and everybody left here in pretty good shape.  

On the Tampa Bay Lightning being over the cap:I don’t think 
it had any effect for our players at all. Everybody’s aware of 
the situation. They didn’t break any rules. Whether those 
rules need to be looked at, I’m sure is something that will be 
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talked about this summer. I’m sure they’d like to have their 
best player for the whole season. He had hip surgery and 
was able to come back for the playoffs. So there’s so many 

things that happen within the league that maybe some 
people dislike, but those are the rules, and I’m sure if it 
needs to be looked at, the powers that be will do that.

  

He said it: Brind’Amour talks contract extension and team expectations in exit interview 

The Hurricanes’ freshly extended head coach discusses his 
contract and more in exit interviews. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The wait is finally over as the Carolina Hurricanes inked 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour to a three year contract 
extension Thursday morning. 

In their end-of-the-year exit interview, general manager Don 
Waddell announced that Brind’Amour had been re-signed 
and he along with the freshly extended head coach 
answered questions from the media via Zoom.  

Here’s what Brind’Amour had to say: 

On if he had any worries if the contract would get done: Not 
really. I mean Don and I talk throughout the year. I thought 
we were on the same page so it was just a matter of time 
really. He knew I wanted to be a part of this and I knew he 
wanted me to be a part of it too. We figured it out. 

On if the holdup was about the staff getting new contracts 
too: We have a special group down here and for me to do 
this job to the best of my ability, it’s important to have the 
right people around me and I know what’s down here. I know 
we have great training staff, equipment staff people, the 
coaches. That’s why I think part of it took so long because 
there were a lot of people we had to figure out. We’re at the 
point where we’ve pretty much done that and again it was 
important to me to have great people around. That’s why we 
have success down here is because of all the people that are 
working in everything. From [Doug Bennett] to [Bill 
Burniston], you go down the list, they’re all part of what we’re 
doing here. So to be honest with you, that’s probably what 
took so long. 

On what he learned this year that the team needs to make 
the final run: We learned a lot. If you’re not learning from 
your failures, if you want to call them that, you’re in big 
trouble. I think what we learned was to beat the best team, 
you can’t beat yourself, number one, which I thought we did 
at times, in the Tampa series especially. That’s basically 
what I’m referring to. And the margins are so tight. They 
don’t beat themselves. The teams that win the Stanley Cup 
are not making mistakes. They’re comfortable when the 
game’s uncomfortable and are just able to stick with what 
you’re doing. I thought we got away from that a little bit. 
We’re still a bit of a young group in some ways. We’ve got a 
great leader in Jordan Staal. He’s not a young guy, but our 
other guys are still kind of learning that and from this year 
especially, I think we’ve learned a lesson. 

On if there was any temptation to check out how green the 
grass was in other markets: Well, there’s always temptation 
to listen to the outside noise a little bit. I guess that’s kind of 
the way to word it. But I said it when I sat down here with 
Don three years ago. It’s important to me to… I would have a 
hard time thinking I could do the same job I’m doing here, 

somewhere else. Because this is a part of me. This place, 
I’ve been here forever. Again, it’s more about the people that 
I get to come and work with every day. That wouldn’t be the 
case somewhere else. It just wouldn’t be. It’s special to me. 
When I had my end of the year meeting with players, it might 
be something I didn’t mention here earlier, but that really 
solidified what this is all about and why I want to be here. We 
have a special group of players here. That’s something I 
didn’t want to leave. It just didn’t really ever enter my mind 
that I would leave because of what we have going on here. I 
want to see it through. We still have another level to get to 
and that’s the mission. 

On if he sees a role long-term within the organization after 
he’s done coaching: I don’t know how long I’m gonna really 
want to coach for. It is a grind, but when you have the 
players that I have here, they make you want to come back. 
Do I want to eventually get out of it and get on the other side 
of it and sit with Don and not have to grind it out every day 
and get to do what he’s doing and help him? Maybe, but right 
now the focus is that I’m back in the seat here and we’ve got 
to get better. 

On how they approach picking up new players: One of the 
other reasons I feel like I’m blessed, is that I do have a 
relationship with Don and Tom. Like when we talk about 
players, they listen. Like, ‘What kind of player do you want?’ 
So to your point, yeah if he scores 30 but doesn’t fit our 
group, that’s not a guy we are really going to even entertain. 
And I think that’s one of the things that I love about what I’m 
doing. That’s the relationship we have and the 
communication that goes on with us. We’re trying to build a 
culture here. We want 20 guys here that get it and fit. If that 
guy doesn’t fit, we don’t want him. I think we’re getting to that 
point where we’re getting close and that’s pretty special. 

On if was worried what would happen if coaching didn’t work 
out for him or the team: Yeah, that was a big concern. The 
first preseason game, when we had our system 
implemented, I remember sitting here with our video coach 
and we had planned this out and I’m like, ‘Yeah, I don’t know 
if this is going to work. What happens if it doesn’t?’ Well, 
we’d have found out, but obviously it did. That was a big 
concern. We’re past that now and it’s good to know, ‘Okay, 
that works,’ but that was part of the risk. Everyone took a 
risk. Don and Tom taking me and putting me in this seat. 
That was a risk on their part. And obviously on my part, 
because I didn’t want it to end that way.  

On if he gets the same highs coaching as he did playing: 
Coaching is the next closest thing to playing. It doesn’t 
compare. You’re not out there taking the bumps and bruises, 
that’s for sure. You’re not in the weight room as much 
banging around. You’re putting in the grunt work and all that, 
but you’re invested, but as a coach, you put the plan in and 
watch your guys go after it, but you’re invested with them. I 
think that’s what you can’t get anywhere else doing anything 
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else. I think I’ll always have that fire to do that, because like 
you said, there’s nothing better than that. We’ll see how long 
that lasts.  

On if he’s happy with his deal: Obviously, yes. I wouldn’t sign 
it if I wasn’t. I want to make a really good point here. The 
finances and money, that’s part of it, but I feel like I’m the 
richest coach in the league. I have a relationship with my 
owner and my GM that I don’t know if a lot of coaches get to 
have, to have the influence on who they’re picking up. And 

then I don’t know how many coaches can do their job where 
they live and where they’re from, and had a footprint in 
everything that’s gone on here over the last 20 years. I don’t 
know what kind of value you want to put on that. I feel pretty 
fortunate that I get to do that. It’s a special day for me 
because I know I’m going to be here for a few years at least. 
I kind of get his place right at the top of the food chain. The 
commitment that we have from [Tom Dundon], a lot gets 
said, but I know he wants to win. And that’s the kind of guy 
you want to work for.

 

Nedeljkovic emerges as Canes’ goalie of the future after stellar season 

In offseasons past, the Canes looked to find their true No. 1 
goalie of the future. No longer.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes head into one of the most pivotal offseasons 
they’ve faced in their history looking to take that next step to 
being a true Stanley Cup Contender. They enter the summer 
with a few items on their wish list: adding scoring depth, 
getting tougher to play against, re-signing or finding a 
replacement for Dougie Hamilton.  

There is, however, one item from past offseasons that won’t 
be on the list. Something the Hurricanes seem to have 
already found, and should stand out as one of the biggest 
developments from this past season: finding their goalie of 
the future.  

It’s something every cup contender needs: That true No. 1 
goalie that can make the key saves, win you a game and you 
can build around between the pipes. It’s something the 
Hurricanes had been seeking for years going into the 2021 
season. And, as it turns out, it’s something they already had 
in the organization in Alex Nedeljkovic.  

The Canes spent the early part of last offseason exploring 
upgrades in net, but ultimately decided to roll into the 56-
game sprint with Petr Mrazek and James Reimer, and 
Nedeljkovic. However, despite winning AHL Goalie of the 
Year and backstopping the Charlotte Checkers to the Calder 
Cup Championship in 2018-19, Nedeljkovic has shown little 
in his brief NHL stints to indicate he should be part of the 
club’s future plans.  

He was, in fact, placed on waivers just before the start of the 
season and went unclaimed. After Mrazek, who had a stellar 
start to the season, went down with a thumb injury on Jan. 
30, however, opportunity knocked for Nedeljkovic.  

And, after a rough first couple starts as he shook off the rust, 
it’s an opportunity Nedeljkovic ran with all season. 
Nedeljkovic, a finalist for the Calder Trophy as the league’s 
rookie of the year, finished 15-5-3, with his .932 save 
percentage ranking first among goalies with at least 11 
games played, and his 1.90 goals-against average the 
lowest.  

He was stellar for the Hurricanes, and eager to prove himself 
as he finally earned a chance to show his abilities in the 
NHL. 

I feel like I maybe opened some eyes around the league, or 
to whoever was maybe in doubt if I could do it or not,” 
Nedeljkovic. said. “I finally got an extended look. Obviously it 
was with [Mrazek] getting hurt, you never want somebody to 
go down with an injury like that. Like I said, if an opportunity 
arises you have to take advantage of it, and I thought for the 
most part as the year went on I was able to get better and 
better.” 

Nedeljkovic more than took advantage of his opportunity. 
The 2014 second-round pick’s play finally gave the team that 
goalie capable of taking over and stealing games, as he 
finished the year with 15.7 goals saved above average.  

With rare exceptions, if there was a big save to make, “Ned” 
was there to make it, inspiring confidence in his teammates.  

“Obviously he made some big saves and won games for us 
throughout the season, and played a great playoffs as well,” 
said Jordan Staal. “So he’s a very good goaltender. 
Obviously he’s still very young in his career. He can only get 
better, I think. I think he learned a lot this year, the way he 
grew, kept playing and carrying himself. I think his 
confidence kept growing. You start getting him in some more 
seasons, I think he can elevate his game. So we’ll see where 
he can take this group.” 

Something that quickly stood out for Nedeljkovic was his 
ability to play the puck. This eased the burden on Hurricanes’ 
defensemen and helped frustrated opposing forechecks.  

It even got him on the scoresheet.  

Nedeljkovic’s play in the regular season earned him the net 
for the start of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and he started all 
but two games. Nedeljkovic was stellar against the Nashville 
Predators, finishing the six-game series with a .922 save 
percentage and his first playoff shutout.  

The Canes ran into a wall against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
in round two. That series proved a valuable learning 
experience for Nedeljkovic, as late in the third period of a tied 
game one, he allowed a game winner to Barclay Goodrow 
that an NHL goalie simply can’t allow.  

Nedeljkovic knows that. He quickly moved on from it, but 
also used it as an opportunity to learn about the magnified 
importance of every goal, save and play in the postseason. \ 

“It’s so hard to score goals at this level,” Nedeljkovic said. 
“Goalies are so good right now. The systems that teams play 
are so good, and all four lines can play in every zone. You 
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can’t afford to make one mistake in a game. A single mistake 
in a game is going to cost you. I think I couldn’t find a better 
example than game one against Tampa. I don’t want to drag 
on too much about it, but that’s a goal that can’t go in. That 
right there is just a perfect example. You can’t give good 
teams an inch.” 

As Nedeljkovic heads into the offseason, his goals are 
twofold: re-up with the Hurricanes (that shouldn’t be an issue 
as he’s an RFA), and work towards improving himself to help 
push the team that next step further. 

“I’ve always believed that I could do it,” Nedeljkovic said. 
“This year I think just reinforces that fact, and now it is not 
about just playing here and making a career out of being an 
NHL goalie, it’s trying to dominate and trying to be the best 
goalie that you can be and be the best goalie in the league. 

That’s my goal. That’s what I want to be. That’s who I want to 
become. I want to win Stanley Cups. That’s what everybody 
wants to do. I want to win the Stanley Cup. The personal 
accolades and things like that are great, but nobody plays 
this game to be the number one point scorer every year. You 
don’t grow up thinking that, you grow up dreaming about 
winning the Stanley Cup. That’s what I want to do.” 

The path the Hurricanes are trying to chart, looking to take 
the next step to be a true contender, is not an easy one. But 
one of the most vital ingredients is having that legit No. 1 
goalie of the future.  

After Nedeljkovic’s play last season, that’s something the 
team appears to have, and it’s easily the biggest positive 
development this team can take from the 2021 season.

  

Sebastian Aho ready to take another step with Canes 

Sebastian Aho has been the Hurricanes’ best forward for 
years now, but it seems he may be ready to step into yet 
another role with the team. 

By Ryan Henkel 

As the final buzzer rang out over the largest crowd that PNC 
Arena had seen in over a year, the Carolina Hurricanes were 
not the team celebrating in jubilation. 

Instead they were looking on dejectedly at the Tampa Bay 
Lightnings who would be advancing to the Stanley Cup 
Semifinals after defeating the Canes in five games.  

Among the onlookers was the franchise’s Finnish 
cornerstone, Sebastian Aho, his face full of disappointment. 

“We had, in our minds, something different than this,” Aho 
said after the elimination. “I thought we were ready to take 
the next step. The next step is to be the best, right? I’m 
proud of the effort. I love the group. I enjoyed this year with 
these guys, but at the same time it’s not a step forward 
because we didn’t get the ultimate goal.” 

A few moments later: 

“It feels pretty bad right now. I don’t know… I feel not good 
right now. It sucks.” 

And the final thought: 

“I’ve got to be better.” 

Those words held a lot of weight: Expectation, pride, respect 
and accountability.  

Those words also showed a player with a heightened sense 
of maturity and one who seems destined .  

“I’m glad he would say that,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour following Aho’s statements. “You certainly don’t 
want to be satisfied because that’s not it. We were here to try 
to win. I love that that’s what he said, because we fell short 
of that. I think in looking just at him, he took a big step this 
year. He went toe to toe with one of the best players in the 
game this series, and I thought was right there with him. 
That’s where he took a step forward. I love that he’s all in to 
just win. That’s what we need around here, for sure.” 

Aho’s a player that not only holds himself to a high standard, 
but also one who holds his teammates and the organization 
to those same lofty standards. Take his comments after 
clinching their first round series against the Nashville 
Predators for example. 

“I didn’t think [we were good], especially in the first two 
periods,” Aho said after the comeback win against Nashville 
in Game 6 to win the series. “I felt like we weren’t quite there. 
The third period was an unbelievable effort through the 
lineup and in OT as well. It just shows that there’s no quit in 
this team and we have that confidence that we’re still in the 
game even when we’re down by a goal in the third period.” 

“We can’t have 18 or 19 guys playing well, it has to be 
everyone.” 

Even when it could have been a time of celebration, his 
thoughts were on where to improve and making sure that the 
team stayed focused on the task at hand.  

But there was also the emphasis on his trust in his 
teammates and the fact that he knows he needs them at 
100% as much as they might need him to be. 

And his maturity can be seen in more than just his words as 
Aho is one of the most consistent talents on the team from 
his production down to his compete level. 

His on-ice talents have always been evident as Aho has 
been the Hurricanes’ best forward and leading scorer for four 
straight seasons now after the Finnish superstar wound up 
being the steal of the 2015 draft — being selected in the 
second round, yet ranking fourth in the class in total points 
and second in goals. 

“We know that he’s a star,” said Brett Pesce after the Canes’ 
Game 3 win in Tampa where Aho registered a point on every 
goal. “He’s a world class player and he seems to always 
come through for us. He’s our best player and he definitely 
showed it tonight.” 

Aho has also been Carolina’s leading playoff scorer in each 
of the team’s last three appearances with him averaging 
slightly over a point per game in his postseason career so 
far. 
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But outside of the scoresheet, Aho became a much more 
noticeable presence on the ice this season with his complete 
three zone game, his buy-in to the forechecking scheme and 
his willingness to get involved in scrums.  

These playoffs showed that Aho isn’t afraid to throw a hit or 
stand up for a teammate and his tenacity is starting to really 
shine. 

“I just try to be myself,” Aho said when asked during exit 
interviews about taking on more of a leadership role. “It’s not 
like I think ‘now I have to lead,’ or anything like that. I just 
want to be the guy who leads by example and everyone can 
watch and kind of follow. Obviously, you have to earn trust 
from your teammates and stuff like that, so I just try to be 
myself every day and work as hard as I can and be as good 
of a player as I can. I think that’s going to be my way to 
lead.” 

Despite being the third youngest member of this season’s 
starting roster, Aho is still the fourth longest tenured part of 
the Canes’ core and as such has maybe felt that he needed 
to mature a bit faster. 

The consistency he has achieved only further proves that. 

It has been pretty easy to forget just how young he is when 
you think of how long he’s been around and how much of the 
weight he carries as the 1C.  

The maturity he shows not just on the ice, but in the way he 
carries himself and the way he talks in interviews, shows just 

how much he’s grown in his short time in the league. But 
what has never changed is that competitive spark. 

“What I love about [Aho] is that he wants to win,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s all about winning the Stanley Cup. 
That’s it. I think every time you take one on the chin, I think it 
molds you for the next time. It toughens you up, and it’s part 
of the process. You don’t want to have it, I went through a 
ton of times. You’ve got to just keep sticking with it. I know 
he will.” 

The Canes have had a lot of lead by example players over 
the years and Aho would fit that same mold. It wouldn’t be a 
forced role either, as Aho himself has stated that the 
transition has felt organic to him. 

“It’s more up to me,” Aho said. “Every year, you want to get 
better in many ways and be a leader of the time, and take 
steps forward to help the team win more. I think it’s more 
natural as years go by and you get more experience. You 
earn that trust from your teammates and the coaching staff. 
I’d say it’s more of a natural thing than anyone saying you 
have to do this or this.” 

With some free agency questions still up in the air in terms of 
who will be back with the Hurricanes for the 2021-22 season, 
there may be an opening for a new alternate captain and it 
seems like Aho is ready to fill that role and take the next step 
with the organization.
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Brind’Amour wins Jack Adams as NHL coach of the year 

The Canes’ bench boss is the NHL’s coach of the year  

By Andrew Schnittker  

It’s a good day to be Rod Brind’Amour. This morning, the 
Hurricanes announced a three-year contract extension with 
their coach. This evening, he was named the Jack Adams 
Award Winner as the NHL’s coach of the year for the 2021 
season.  

Brind’Amour won the Award over fellow finalists Dean 
Evason (Minnesota Wild) and Joel Quennneville (Florida 
Panthers), and it wasn’t particularly close.  

In typical fashion, the Canes’ head coach was quick to credit 
those around him for their role in his success. 

“This award really just feels to me like such an organizational 
award, because it just is,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s no way 
around it. We’ve got great people working here with me to 
help me, with the staff, everything, the players. I almost think 
the better question is how do you not win it when you have 
what I get to work with every day. ... It’s a great day for me 
personally, but really for the organization, I think, to get 
recognized this way.”  

This past season, Brind’Amour led the Hurricanes to a 36-
12-8 record and, the highest points percentage in franchise 
history (.714) and first division title since 2005-06. He’s the 
first head coach in franchise history to win the Jack Adams 
Award.  

“It’s an honor to even be considered,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Even this year with Joel and his experience and everything 
he’s done in his career, and then Dean’s done a great job 
starting fresh there. It’s a great honor.”  

Since taking over as head coach prior to the start of the 
2018-19 season, Brind’Amour has played a key role in the 
Hurricanes’ transformation from perennial afterthoughts to 
cup contenders, and is being honored for his work in guiding 
the Hurricanes through an array of difficult circumstances to 
their best regular season in franchise history.  

“You say I won, but I just feel like we won,” Brind’Amour said. 
“... It’s a good day for our organization, because to me, what 
it says is we’re doing some things right.”

  

 

 

 

Hurricanes sign Brind’Amour to 3-year extension  

By Jeff Reeves  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – The Carolina Hurricanes 
announced Thursday the team has agreed to a three-year 
contract extension with Head Coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

The 50-year-old former Canes star has led the team to a 
120-66-20 record in three seasons as head coach of 
Carolina. 

“It was just a matter of time,” said Brind’Amour. “He 
(Waddell) knew I wanted to be a part of this and he wanted 
me to be a part of it too so we figured it out.”  

His .631 points percentage is the highest by a head coach in 
franchise history, and he is the only head coach in franchise 
history to lead the team to the playoffs in three consecutive 
seasons. 

“Rod has been the driving force behind the culture change 
we’ve undergone here,” said Don Waddell, president and 
general manager of the Hurricanes. “He keeps our players 
motivated, demands accountability, and has our team ready 
to compete every night. He has truly raised the bar for our 

organization, and we’re thrilled to have him continue as our 
coach for years to come.” 

Carolina won their fifth-ever division title this season with a 
36-12-8 record, finishing with the highest single-season 
points percentage (.714) in franchise history.  

“The finances, that’s part of it, but I feel like I’m the richest 
coach in the league because I have a relationship with my 
owner and my GM that I don’t know if a lot of coaches have,” 
said Brind’Amour. “And I don’t know how many coaches can 
do their job from where they live and where they’re from and 
had a footprint on everything that’s gone on here over the 
past 20 years. I don’t know what kind of value you can put on 
that.” 

Brind’Amour officially retired as a player on June 30, 2010, 
following a career of more than 20 NHL seasons. 

“I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job 
here, somewhere else,” Brind’Amour explained. “This is a 
part of me, I’ve been here forever and again it’s about the 
people I get to work with and that wouldn’t be the case 
somewhere else.”
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Brind’Amour named NHL’s coach of the year; 1st ‘Canes boss to win award  

By Michael Prunka  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour on Thursday was named as the winner of the 
2021 Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s coach of the year. 

The ‘Canes finished atop the Central Division, claiming their 
first divisional title since 2006. In their third trip to the playoffs 
in Brind’Amour’s three seasons at the helm, the Hurricanes 
made it to the second round before bowing out to the 
defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Brind’Amour, 50, is the first coach in franchise history to win 
the Jack Adams Award. 

The former Hurricane forward signed a three-year extension 
with the team earlier Thursday. The team is 120-66-20 in his 
tenure.  

Minnesota’s Dean Evason and Florida’s Joel Quenneville 
were the other two finalists.
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Division championship earns Canes’ Brind’Amour NHL coach of the year 
award 

 

BY STEVE WISEMAN 

 

Rod Brind’Amour started Thursday with good news and ended it with 
more. 

On the same day he signed a three-year contract extension to remain the 
Carolina Hurricanes head coach, Brind’Amour won the Jack Adams 
Award as the NHL’s coach of the year. 

The NHL announced the award winner during Thursday night’s playoff 
game between the Tampa Bay Lightning and New York Islanders. 

“This is a great honor to even be thought of in this category,” 
Brind’Amour said. “There’s not a coach in this league worth his weight 
that would say it’s about him. Winning this award is an organizational 
award, and I’m really proud to be accepting this on behalf of this 
organization.” 

Carolina won the Central Division championship this season, compiling 
the third-most points in the league (80). It marked the first time the 
Hurricanes won a division title since the 2005-06 Stanley Cup 
championship team that Brind’Amour played on. 

Earlier this month, the 50-year-old Brind’Amour was named one of three 
finalists for coach of the year, along with Florida’s Joel Quenneville and 
Minnesota’s Dean Evason. 

Brind’Amour received 61 first-place votes while compiling 433 points in 
the voting, which was conducted by the NHL Broadcasters Association. 
Evason was second with 235 points, with 24 first-place votes, while 
Quenneville was third with 225 points, including 21 first-place votes. 

“The athletes that I get to come in contact with every day, from (team 
captain) Jordan Staal on down,” Brind’Amour said, “we’ve got a great 
group here and I’m really proud to represent them.“ 

He’s the first coach in franchise history -- encompassing both the 
Hartford Whalers and Carolina Hurricanes years --to win the award. 

“He’s done a tremendous job,” Carolina general manager Don Waddell 
said Thursday morning during a Zoom news conference to announce 
Brind’Amour’s new contract. “We truly believe we are headed in the right 
direction, so we’re very happy to get Rod signed on a long-term deal and 
we look forward to the next steps.” 

News Observer LOADED: 06.18.2021 
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Brind’Amour, Waddell talk Hamilton, Svechnikov and the rest of the 
Canes’ to-do list 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s new contract was 
the hottest topic Thursday when he and general manager Don Waddell 
answered questions from the media at last-minute news conference. 

But Brind’Amour’s new deal wasn’t the only thing discussed pertaining to 
the future of the club, though it was a constant theme. 

Amid repeated references to the culture to the team being a big draw for 
his return, Brind’Amour stressed that any player movement or addition 
would be made with an eye on that culture. 

“One of the other reasons I feel like I’m blessed, I do have a good 
relationship with Don,” Brind’Amour said, “and we talk about players … if 
(a player) scores 30, but he doesn’t fit our group, that’s not a guy we’re 
really interested in, and I think that’s one of the things I love about the job 
I’m doing, is that’s the kind of relationship we have, and the 
communication that we have that goes on. We’re trying to build a culture 
here, we want 20 guys that get it, that fit, and if that guy doesn’t fit, we 
don’t want him. We’re getting close, and that’s pretty special.” 

Waddell and Brind’Amour also addressed the contracts of two of the 
Canes’ bigger offseason free-agent priorities: Dougie Hamilton and 
Andrei Svechnikov. 

Recently, the Canes gave Hamilton permission to speak to other NHL 
teams about his impending free agency, which officially kicks in July 28. 

“We’ve had discussions with Dougie, and with his representation,” 
Waddell said. “There’s a difference of opinion right now, so we said, we 
can either wait until July 28 (the start of free agency), and if we’re unable 
to sign him, he can walk away for free. So we said, maybe if he finds out 
that there is something out there that makes sense, we can trade him, 
and pick up an asset, or we’ll have the opportunity to sign him.” 

One thing Waddell made clear, though, is that the team likes Hamilton, 
and would welcome him back into the fold. 

“We love Dougie,” Waddell said. “Dougie has been good for this 
franchise, and we’re certainly all hoping he comes back, but we also 
didn’t want to wait until July 28 to figure that out, so we got a little head 
start on it.” 

Svechnikov is in a different scenario as a restricted free agent, coming off 
his entry-level deal. The Canes are able to give Svechnikov a qualifying 
offer. If he refuses that offer, other teams can sign him to an offer sheet, 
but the Canes will still have the ability to match that sheet, like what 
happened with Sebastian Aho two summers ago. 

“We just had some discussions very recently,” Waddell said. “I think we’ll 
be talking every day. The goal from our end is to get him signed, make 
sure we don’t miss anything this summer and be ready for the start of the 
season. I think the goal on the other side is the same, it’s just negotiation. 
There’s no deadline.” 

Hamilton and Svechnikov are veteran players with playoff experience, 
something Brind’Amour pointed out Thursday as a key element as the 
team continues to mature and chase its Stanley Cup dream. 

“The margins are so tight,” Brind’Amour said. “Teams that win the 
Stanley Cup aren’t making mistakes, they’re comfortable when the 
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game’s uncomfortable, and being able to stick with what you’re doing, 
and I think we got away from that a little bit.” 

“We’re still a bit of a young group in a lot of ways,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Jordan Staal is a great leader, and he’s not a young guy, but the other 
guys are still kind of learning that, and from this year especially, we kind 
of learned that lesson.” 

CANES HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ Owner Tom Dundon wants to win — Waddell was adamant that the 
Hurricanes are committed to winning, beyond the financial bottom line, 
and Brind’Amour bristled at the notion that there was anything less than 
full commitment. 

“A lot gets said, but here’s what I know,” Brind’Amour said. “(Dundon) 
wants to win. That’s the kind of guy you want to work for.” 

▪ Gardiner, Martinook health concerns — Like with any team completing 
an NHL grind, the Canes had a few players banged up to complete the 
year, including Jake Gardiner and Jordan Martinook. 

“(Gardiner) is going through some MRIs done recently, it’s in discussion 
with him and the doctors regarding his next move,” Waddell said. “I don’t 
really have an update other than he did an MRI the other day. Other than 
that, Martinook had his cleanup the other day. Other than that, I think 
we’re in pretty good shape going forward.” 

▪ Ongoing evaluation with an eye on team improvement — The process 
for building next season’s team has already begun. 

“We’re going through pro meetings, starting today for the next few days,” 
Waddell said, “go through our team, go through seven unrestricted free 
agents, and we’ll go through the league, see what free agents are 
potentially going to be out there. We’re going to talk about the expansion 
draft. Now, it’s more all focused on players, how do we make our team 
better, which moves we need to make, which guys we need to sign. 
Decisions will start happening in the near future.” 

▪ One last comment on the Lightning and the salary cap — Waddell 
continued to take the high road with regard to the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 
salary cap situation, having placed Nikita Kucherov on the long term IR, 
only to have the superstar forward return for the playoffs. 

“I don’t think it had an effect for any of our players at all,” Waddell said. 
“Everybody’s aware of the situation, and they didn’t break any rules. 
Whether those rules need to be looked at is something I’m sure will be 
talked about this summer. I’m sure they’d like to have their best player for 
a whole season. He was able to have surgery and come back for the 
playoffs. There are so many things that happen in the league that maybe 
some people don’t like, but those are the rules, and if they need to be 
looked at, I am sure the powers that be will do that.” 
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Carolina Hurricanes agree to new contract with coach Rod Brind’Amour 

 

BY STEVE WISEMAN 

 

Rod Brind’Amour has a new contract that will keep him as the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ head coach. 

During a news conference Thursday morning, Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell announced Brind’Amour has agreed to a three-
year contract extension. 

“Don and I talked throughout the year,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought we 
were on the same page. It was just a matter of time, really. He knew I 

wanted to be part of this and I knew he wanted me to be part of this, too. 
So we figured it out.” 

Financial details of the contract were not disclosed. 

Brind’Amour is a finalist for the NHL’s Jack Adams Award, which goes to 
the league’s coach of the year, along with Florida’s Joel Quenneville and 
Minnesota’s Dean Evason. 

Brind’Amour, whose name has been linked to coaching vacancies that 
include the expansion Seattle Kraken, has led the Hurricanes to the 
playoffs in each of his three years as their head coach, including a 
Central Division championship this season. That was the team’s first 
division title since the 2005-06 Stanley Cup championship season when 
Brind’Amour was still playing for the Canes. 

His $600,000 salary over the past three seasons made him one of the 
NHL’s lowest-paid head coaches. Gerard Gallant, hired as the New York 
Rangers head coach on Wednesday, reportedly will make $3.5 million a 
year on his four-year deal. 

Brind’Amour said Thursday those numbers aren’t most important to him, 
though. 

“I want to make a real good point here,” Brind’Amour said, “and that is 
that finances and money, that’s part of it. But I feel like I’m the richest 
coach in the league because I have a relationship with my owner and my 
GM that I don’t know that a lot of coaches have, to have influence on who 
they are picking up and who they are trying to keep. Then how many 
coaches can do their job where they live and where they are from and 
who has had a footprint on everything that’s gone on here over the last 
20 years? I don’t know what kind of value you can put on that. I feel 
pretty fortunate to get to do that.” 

Other NHL teams without a head coach are the Buffalo Sabres, Arizona 
Coyotes, Seattle and the Montreal Canadiens, who are still alive in the 
playoffs with interim head coach Dominique Ducharme behind the bench. 

Waddell, though, knew Brind’Amour’s heart is in Carolina. 

“Rod has stated very clearly that he wants to be a Hurricane,” Waddell 
said. 

While admitting the “temptation” is always there and it’s hard to ignore 
what he called “outside noise,” Brind’Amour said he never considered 
leaving the Hurricanes for another coaching job. 

“I would have a hard time thinking I could do the same job I’m doing here 
somewhere else, because this is a part of me,” Brind’Amour said. “You 
know, this place, I’ve been here forever.” 

Though the deal had been discussed for months, Brind’Amour said final 
details involving the entire staff had to be worked out before it could be 
completed. 

“We have a special group down here and for me to do this job, to the 
best of my ability, it’s important to have the right people around me,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I know, it’s down here. I know we have the great 
training staff, equipment, people, the coaches. So that’s why I think part 
of it took so long is a lot of people we had to figure out. So we’re at that 
point where we’ve pretty much done that.” 

Waddell said the relationship he and Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon 
have built with Brind’Amour made this a fairly easy deal to complete. 

“When you’re around the group and around Rod like I am you build a 
relationship, and you can sit down and talk about anything,” Waddell 
said. “We talked about everything you possibly can think about. And so 
it’s just a matter of coming to a deal from a financial end. Obviously, Tom 
was very supportive of it and involved in and we talked early on that it 
was important to get the whole group done.” 
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‘It was just a matter of time’: Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour signs a 
3-year contract — so what took so long? 

 

By Sara Civian Jun 17, 2021  

 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell and coach Rod Brind’Amour 
took the podium together at PNC Arena on Thursday to announce the 
expected: The Canes have signed Brind’Amour to a new contract that will 
keep him in Raleigh. The deal, which has been the subject of increasing 
speculation recently, is for three years. 

“Don and I talked throughout the year occasionally, and I thought we 
were on the same page,” Brind’Amour said. “It was just a matter of time, 
really. He knew I wanted to be a part of this, and I knew he wanted me to 
be a part of this too.” 

If they were on the same page and it was “just a matter of time,” why’d it 
take so long? 

There’s been much discussion of Brind’Amour wanting to make sure the 
rest of his staff was taken care of, and while that doesn’t necessarily 
mean there will be a 100 percent retention rate — staff members are 
allowed to pursue opportunities as they see fit — Brind’Amour confirmed 
Thursday that trying to keep as much of the group together and making 
sure they were paid fairly was a reason for the hold-up. 

“We have a special group down here,” he said. “And for me to do this job 
to the best of my ability, it’s important to have the right people around 
me. 

“We have a great training staff, equipment people, the coaches. That’s 
why part of it took so long — a lot of people we had to figure out. We’re 
at the point where we’ve pretty much done that, and again, it’s important 
for me to have the great people around. That’s why we have success 
down here. All the people that are working in everything — you go down 
the list — they’re all part of what we’re doing.” 

Brind’Amour, a Jack Adams finalist, has taken the Hurricanes to the 
playoffs in each of his first three seasons at the helm — the only coach in 
franchise history to lead the team on three straight postseason runs. He 
has a 120-66-20 record, and his .631 points percentage is the highest in 
franchise history. 

As a Canes player, Brind’Amour ranks second in career points since the 
team’s relocation to North Carolina, with 473 points in 694 games played. 
He captained the team to its only Stanley Cup back in 2006, setting a 
standard of effort and excellence in his playing career — then he never 
left Raleigh. 

“I said it when I sat down here with Don three years ago — I would have 
a hard time thinking I could do the same job I’m doing here, somewhere 
else,” he said Thursday. “Because this is a part of me, this place. I’ve 
been here forever. 

“Again, it’s more about the people that I get to come and work with every 
day. That wouldn’t be the case somewhere else. It just wouldn’t be. It’s 
special to me. When I had my end-of-the-year meeting with players, it 
might be something I didn’t mention here earlier, but that really solidified 
what this is all about and why I want to be here. We have a special group 
of players here. That’s something I didn’t want to leave. 

“It just didn’t really ever enter my mind that I would leave because of 
what we have going on here. I want to see it through. We still have 
another level to get to, and that’s the mission.” 

Brind’Amour has been one of the, if not the, lowest-paid coaches in the 
NHL over the past three seasons with a $600,000 salary. While a source 
confirmed he is getting a raise, it’s not yet clear what his new salary will 
be. It’s safe to assume it’s less than what a team like the Rangers, who 
expressed interest in Brind’Amour, or Kraken would be able to offer him. 

Considering that — and the length of contract negotiations despite both 
sides wanting the same thing — it was fair to ask if he’s happy with his 
contract. 

“Obviously, yes,” he said. “I wouldn’t sign it if I wasn’t. I want to make a 
really good point, here. The finances and money, that’s part of it, but I 
feel like I’m the richest coach in the league. I have a relationship with my 
owner and my GM that I don’t know if a lot of coaches get to have, to 
have the influence on who they’re picking up. And then I don’t know how 
many coaches can do their job where they live and where they’re from, 
and had a footprint in everything that’s gone on here over the last 20 
years. 

“I kind of get his place right at the top of the food chain. The commitment 
that we have from (owner Tom Dundon), a lot gets said, but I know he 
wants to win. And that’s the kind of guy you want to work for.” 
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The Athletic / Seattle Kraken mock expansion draft 7.0: What the 32nd 
NHL team may look like in October 

 

By Ryan S. Clark, Eric Duhatschek and more  

Jun 17, 2021 

  

Front offices around the league can no longer put off the looming arrival 
of the Seattle Kraken expansion draft. It’s here. 

Well, sort of. 

The expansion draft itself is a little more than a month away. But the 
required strategy for how to handle the draft is something several 
executives throughout the league can fully concentrate upon before the 
time comes. Granted, some teams already started thinking about that at 
the trade deadline as evidenced by certain deals — such as when the 
Capitals sent defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler to the Devils. Doing that 
allowed the Capitals to get something in return for a player the Devils can 
protect while leaving some of their other defensemen exposed. 

Once again, The Athletic‘s Ryan S. Clark and Eric Duhatschek have 
returned with the latest forecast of who the Kraken could draft. Yet what 
makes this particular version of the mock draft new – other than a bit 
more roster clarity – is the arrival of Dom Luszczyszyn. He will also pick a 
team and then calculate each roster through his model to add even more 
insight into what other items the Kraken and their analytics team could 
consider. 

Every team’s protected list and available players can be found linked in 
the team heading. That way, here, we can immediately skip to the 
selection process. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Clark: Alexander Volkov is a young forward who becomes a pending 
restricted free agent. He finished with eight points in 18 games while 
averaging an additional four minutes of ice time since being traded from 
the Lightning. The potential is there for a bottom-six role, if not, middle-
six under certain conditions. 

Duhatschek: Adam Henrique’s second-half resurgence, plus his 
leadership capabilities, more than offset the pricey $5.825 million AAV. 
Hey, you gotta get to the floor somehow. 

Luszczyszyn: Simply put, Sam Steel has not figured it out at the NHL 
level, but leaving him exposed is still rather curious. He can really move 
the puck and led the Ducks last year with a 75 percent carry-in rate on 
zone entries. It’s a skill that could be helpful if surrounded by other good 
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players. That’s something he hasn’t been afforded in Anaheim, but a 
breakout is still possible. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Clark: Christian Fischer offers more than most realize. He’s only 24. He 
is under contract for next season at $1 million. His 6-foot-2 frame gives 
the Kraken size in the bottom-six in addition to having a two-way forward 
who can operate on the penalty kill while making offensive zone 
contributions. 

Duhatschek: Adin Hill. He’s young (25), cheap (RFA coming off $800,000 
contract) and shown glimpses of excellence in three seasons of NHL 
cameos. Nice 1B option in goal. 

Luszczyszyn: Was Michael Bunting-mania a complete fluke this year? 
Probably. It’s either take my chances with something real out of that hot 
streak or taking another goalie (Adin Hill). And I hate goalies. 

Boston Bruins 

Clark: Let’s go with Jeremy Lauzon. He’s another defenseman who will 
be a pending RFA. The 2020-21 campaign provided an extended look at 
how Lauzon could configure into a defense. The Bruins used him as a 
penalty killer who averaged at least 18 minutes per game. Could the 
Kraken do the same? 

Duhatschek: Jeremy Lauzon. Only 24, with decent size (6-foot-1, 204) 
and gradually, incrementally showing signs of evolving into a solid, 
minute-munching NHL defender. 

Luszczyszyn: Jakub Zboril. Best known for Not Being Mathew Barzal. I’ll 
take a flier based on pedigree given the lack of realistic options from the 
Bruins. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Clark: So much has been said about why the Sabres want to keep 
William Borgen. If so, then, pick him with the idea that a side deal could 
be coming. If a side deal cannot be done, then, it gives the Kraken a 
promising defenseman who gives them more depth. 

Duhatschek: Small and shifty, Rasmus Asplund finally showed hints of an 
NHL scoring touch this year (seven goals in 28 games). 

Luszczyszyn: Rasmus Asplund. Picking someone from Buffalo is tough 
because Buffalo doesn’t really have anyone. Asplund seems like he has 
some potential. 

Calgary Flames 

Clark: He’s another pending RFA. But Oliver Kylington would give the 
Kraken another young depth defensemen who could either work his way 
into the top six, become the team’s seventh defensemen or someone 
who goes back and forth from the AHL. 

Duhatschek: Mark Giordano. Lots of safe, easy and cost-effective 
choices elsewhere, so Seattle can swing for the fences here. Giordano 
can retun real value in the beginning by helping to create a positive 
organizational culture, and if they choose, he can be flipped as a rental at 
the 2022 trade deadline to a contender. 

Luszczyszyn: I don’t believe Mark Giordano is washed. He can still be a 
solid presence on the blue line and even if he can’t handle tough minutes 
like he used to, sliding him down the lineup can still prove fruitful. A rag-
tag team of misfits can use a leader too, and Giordano has plenty of 
experience in that department. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Clark: It’s possible the Kraken could take Jake Bean. Yet what makes 
Warren Foegele intriguing is the fact he would already slot into a middle-
six role by giving the Kraken a player who can get 30 points in an 
expansion draft in which middle-six forwards might be hard to find. 

Duhatschek: Drafted 13th overall in 2016 when Ron Francis was still 
running the Hurricanes, Jake Bean checks a lot of boxes: Young, cheap, 

talented offensively and someone who looks capable of running an NHL 
power play, maybe even soon. 

Luszczyszyn: Warren Foegele. A hard-working forechecking savant who 
can drive play. I’m a big Foegele fan and believe he has top six upside if 
he ever learns how to finish. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Clark: There are a few options and Calvin de Haan is one of them. His 
$4.45 million cap hit might be a quasi-high number for some. But he does 
give the Kraken a proven top-four defenseman who can kill penalties. 

Duhatschek: Riley Stillman. In the belief that there’s an NHL upside for 
the 23-year-old son of former NHLer Cory Stillman. 

Luszczyszyn: Malcolm Subban. Seattle needs goalies. Subban is a 
goalie. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Clark: At 6-foot-4, Ryan Graves is already a plug-and-play top-four 
defenseman who can log heavy minutes and be trusted on the penalty 
kill. He blocks shots. He eats minutes and can help facilitate an attack if 
needed. He also has two years remaining on his current contract at $3.16 
million. 

Duhatschek: Ryan Graves. NHL’s plus-minus leader in 2019-20 and 19-
plus minutes for Presidents’ Trophy winners, and 6-foot-5, even if he 
doesn’t play that big always. A lynchpin on an expansion team. 

Luszczyszyn: Joonas Donskoi. He scored 2.4 points-per-60 at five-on-
five and was an asset on the man advantage. A 58 percent expected 
goals rate was a nice return to form. No Avalanche player had more 
entries per 60 than Donskoi who has really underrated skill and is a 
bargain at his price tag. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Clark: Value is everything this offseason and Dean Kukan provides just 
that. He gives the Kraken, or any team, a 6-foot-2 defenseman who can 
kill penalties while doing it for the low cost of $1.65 million before hitting 
the open market after next season. 

Duhatschek: Eric Robinson. Decent speed for a big man, will provide a 
physical presence from the fourth line. Had to do something right to play 
all 56 games for the demanding John Tortorella last season. 

Luszczyszyn: No Blue Jacket recovered more dump-ins than Eric 
Robinson last year. Fast and tenacious on the puck. There are a few of 
those players lying around and that can make Seattle really hard to play 
against. He’s my pick, though Dean Kukan was tempting. 

Dallas Stars 

Clark: Either Anton Khudobin or Jason Dickinson could go here. So why 
Riley Tufte? He’s a young prospect on a cheap contract the Kraken can 
send to the AHL who also allows them to hit the minimum requirement of 
20 players who are contracts next season. 

Duhatschek: Anton Khudobin. If there’s a league-wide goalie shuffle this 
summer, Khudobin will have value to any team looking for experienced 
depth behind a fragile starter. 

Luszczyszyn: Jason Dickinson. One of the few Stars forwards who 
wasn’t shy about carrying the puck last year. Had an excellent 58 percent 
expected goals rate as a result and I don’t believe his poor production 
was a reflection of his ability. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Clark: Vladislav Namestnikov is an experienced two-way forward who 
only costs $2 million and is on the last year of his deal. At best, he is 
someone who can serve in several roles. At worst, he could be a 
potential trade chip for a team needing someone with his abilities. 
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Duhatschek: Troy Stetcher. Eye-opening turn at the worlds for Canada; 
nimble and shifty defenceman is on a reasonable $1.7 million contract, 
which makes him a possible rental at next year’s trade deadline. 

Luszczyszyn: Troy Stecher. Probably Detroit’s best puck-mover from the 
backend, though that isn’t saying much. Had an excellent worlds if that 
means anything to you. I’m not super high on Stecher, but it’s not like 
there’s anyone else to pick and he’s a fine third pair guy. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Clark: This is another situation in which the Kraken could take a 
defenseman. But snapping up Stuart Skinner allows the Kraken to get a 
potential goaltender of the future at a cheap cost. 

Duhatschek: Caleb Jones. His stock fell this season,but he’s 24, 
moderately priced and, if necessary, can probably be flipped to 
whichever team ends up trading for his older brother Seth this summer. 

Luszczyszyn: Caleb Jones. Don’t think he’s as good as his 2019-20 
numbers or as bad as his 2020-21 numbers, but worth a flier unless 
Seattle wants to eat a bit more salary and grab Oscar Klefbom. After 
missing an entire season, I don’t think I would. 

Florida Panthers 

Clark: Finding top-six forwards could be tough in the expansion draft. 
That is what makes Anthony Duclair even more interesting. He’s a 
pending RFA. But the Kraken are expected to be in position to agree 
upon a new contract. 

Duhatschek: Chris Driedger. Pending UFA, Seattle is permitted to talk 
with him in a “negotiating window” and if he agrees to terms, becomes 
their selection. Projects as a potential starter in goal. 

Luszczyszyn: Chris Driedger. Driedger is very likely the best goalie 
available, but that’s not saying much given the unpredictability of 
goaltending. Florida has a number of worthy choices and unfortunately 
for Seattle, this time Dale Tallon isn’t around to give the Kraken an extra 
one for free. I was tempted by Anthony Duclair who offers speed, skill 
and a proven track record of top six performance.  

Los Angeles Kings 

Clark: Kale Clague could prove to be an interesting option in that he is a 
pending UFA who could give the Kraken even more depth on the back 
end. But the idea he could be more than that is what makes taking him 
tempting. 

Duhatschek: Blake Lizotte. Pesky, mosquito-like qualities in a small, 
high-energy package, and versatile enough to kill penalties. A decent role 
player at the NHL level. 

Luszczyszyn: Kale Clague. A whole lot of nothing available, so again, I’m 
going with pedigree. Clague doesn’t seem like a good defender at all, but 
there’s offensive upside to his game so why not? 

Minnesota Wild 

Clark: A number of possibilities exist here. But the Kraken need 
goaltending. Cam Talbot fills that need and the Kraken can add his $3.66 
million cap hit while still retaining flexibility. 

Duhatschek: Matt Dumba. If he’s available, why not take a bonafide 22-
minute per night top-four defenceman who turns 27 next month? 

Luszczyszyn: Matt Dumba. After the playoffs Ryan Hartman had he was 
a strong consideration, but it’s got to be Dumba. He can play tough 
minutes, has a lot of offensive upside and was the Wild’s best puck 
mover. A bonafide top-pairing defender with an absolute cannon of a 
shot. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Clark: Getting Jake Allen and pairing him with Cam Talbot creates a 
tandem that would only cost a little more than $6.5 million. That cost 
management is important as the rest of this mock draft continues. 

Duhatschek: Jonathan Drouin. Opting for the shiny toy here, on the 
grounds that a fresh start in Seattle is what’s needed to get his career 
back on track. High, high skill and c’mon, he’s only 26. 

Luszczyszyn: Brett Kulak. Doesn’t get the credit he deserves as most 
remember the gaffes over the little plays that lead to strong on-ice 
numbers. He has decent prior experience playing in a top-four role next 
to Jeff Petry and is a dependable possession player thanks to his 
relatively safe ability to exit the zone with control. 

Nashville Predators 

Clark: Six straight seasons of more than 10 goals coupled with a $2 
million cap hit for a player who also kills penalties makes Calle Jarnkrok 
the option from the Predators. 

Duhatschek: Yakov Trenin. Only if the two sides can’t negotiate a side 
deal in which Seattle takes on either Ryan Johansen or Matt Duchene, 
with the Predators offering up a first-rounder as an incentive. Otherwise, 
Trenin, who was a useful, energy-type of role player in his first full NHL 
season and is signed for $725,000 for 2021-22. 

Luszczyszyn: Viktor Arvidsson. I almost galaxy-brained myself into taking 
Matt Duchene because I really do think he’s in line to bounce back next 
year. But Arvidsson is younger, cheaper, carries just as much value, and 
also has plenty of bounce-back potential himself. 

New Jersey Devils 

Clark: Nathan Schnarr is still has a year remaining on his entry-level 
contract and can be a prospect who develops in the AHL over the next 
year. Otherwise? To get a player who has a contract for the 2021-22 
season like P.K. Subban would involve the Devils agreeing to eat some 
of that salary. 

Duhatschek: Michael McLeod. The 12th overall pick in 2016 draft was a 
full-time NHLer this year and played decently in a bottom-six role. Worth 
noting: Nine even-strength goals in 52 games, second on the team in 
hits. 

Luszczyszyn: I picked Michael McLeod because he was a 12th overall 
pick who hasn’t had much of an opportunity to showcase his talent yet at 
the NHL level. Has he deserved it? No. But in an expansion draft setting 
with limited options, I’ll always take a flier on pedigree. 

New York Islanders 

Clark: This starts with taking Otto Koivula to have a prospect for the 
future and ends with the Kraken coming up with a side deal to help the 
cash-strapped Islanders. 

Duhatschek: Otto Koivula. Good size and a sort of William Carrier 
presence to the 21-year-old Finnish forward. Assuming, of course, the 
Isles can’t get a deal in place to dump Andrew Ladd’s money. 

Luszczyszyn: Kieffer Bellows. The 19th pick in the 2016 draft hasn’t 
earned much of an opportunity on the Islanders and at 23, time is running 
out. He’s worth a flier based purely on his goal-scoring ability. Six points 
in 22 career games may not seem like much, but it’s impressive when 
only averaging 10 minutes per night. There might be something there 
worth nurturing. 

New York Rangers 

Clark: Bottom-six forwards will be in great supply. It’s just that Kevin 
Rooney is someone who can kill penalties, fight for possession all 
packaged in 6-foot-2 frame while costing $750,000. 

Duhatschek: Colin Blackwell. At 28, played more NHL games (47) this 
past year than any previous season and was a useful third-liner (12 
goals, 22 points). 

Luszczyszyn: Colin Blackwell. Looked really good next to Artemi Panarin 
last season but who doesn’t. Funny enough, his points-per-60 was 
actually higher last season in Nashville. A potential diamond in the rough. 
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Ottawa Senators 

Clark: Chris Tierney could serve as a middle-six forward who could also 
anchor the penalty kill. His $3.5 million cap hit might be deemed a bit 
pricey. But that is the value of getting someone who at his best, can 
produce at least 40 points in a season. 

Duhatschek: Chris Tierney. Versatile player, only 26, who can play up-
and-down your lineup, and has previously been a reasonably productive 
NHL scorer under the right, opportune circumstances. 

Luszczyszyn: Anton Forsberg. I considered Evgeny Dadonov here, but I 
think I’d prefer the cap space to be completely honest. Forsberg gives 
the Kraken some organizational depth in net and with goalies being 
difficult to predict, I’d prefer gambling on three relative no-namers rather 
than established (and more expensive) veterans. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Clark: Here is one reason to be cost-conscious: James van Riemsdyk. 
He’s arguably the most consistent top-six forward who would be available 
in the expansion draft. That is why he also costs $7 million for the next 
two years. 

Duhatschek: James van Riemsdyk. Specifically, to legitimize a first-year 
team’s power play (and because scoring overall will be problematic 
coming out of the gate). 

Luszczyszyn: James van Riemsdyk. Scored at a 63-point pace last 
season, a nice return to form that had a lot more to do with getting more 
ice-time than actually playing better. He’s a very pricey acquisition, but 
Seattle can afford a couple and there are only two years left. There aren’t 
many players available who can provide the raw value that van Riemsdyk 
can. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Clark: Taking Jason Zucker comes at the cost of spending $5.5 million in 
cap space over the next two seasons. But it comes with the benefit of 
someone who could possibly serve as a top-six forward who has hit the 
20-goal mark five times in his career. 

Duhatschek: Tristan Jarry. Grabbing a goalie from the Penguins worked 
so well for the Golden Knights, it seems like a tried-and-true path. Thank 
you, Rob Rossi! 

Luszczyszyn: Zach Aston-Reese. Pittsburgh has a bevy of options here. I 
like Aston-Reese a lot, an excellent forechecker that fits the m.o. of some 
of the other players selected. He uses that ability to drive some of the 
very best defensive impacts in the league over the last couple of seasons 
and that’s worth an expansion selection. 

San Jose Sharks 

Clark: A player with consecutive 20-point seasons who is also a pending 
RFA could prove beneficial with someone like Ryan Donato. 

Duhatschek: Ryan Donato. A pending RFA who might not even be 
qualified on his $1.9 million, he was, at least, a useful contributor in the 
shootout and maybe the best of an exceedingly thin lot. 

Luszczyszyn: Ryan Donato. Not many options on San Jose, but Donato 
has potential if he shows more of what he was in Minnesota rather than 
San Jose. He’s probably closer to a five percent shooter rather than a 17 
percent shooter, but it’s still admirable that he can create chances. 

St. Louis Blues 

Clark: There are a lot of reasons to take Vince Dunn. Those are also the 
same reasons why he could be traded away by the time the expansion 
draft arrives. 

Duhatschek: Vince Dunn. If he isn’t traded by the Blues, the 24-year-old 
pending restricted free agent has some offensive chops that will help 
some team – either Seattle or any club they may flip him to. 

Luszczyszyn: Vince Dunn. A no-brainer, even if Dunn had an off year. 
He’s an excellent puck-mover who has shown in the past he can play 
tough minutes. He’s one of the few players available who can be trusted 
to play in the top four. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Clark: Capturing a young defenseman on a cheap contract like Cal Foote 
is tempting. But everything Alex Killorn has achieved this season and in 
previous seasons gives the Kraken a top-six forward who could be their 
potential captain. 

Duhatschek: Cal Foote. Can’t have enough 6-foot-4, 215-pound 
defensemen with first-round pedigree that don’t turn 22 until December. 
But this pick will ultimately revolve around a possible Tampa Bay salary 
dump. 

Luszczyszyn: Yanni Gourde has more cost certainty, similar value to 
Ondrej Palat, but plays center, no question of how much he benefits from 
Kucherov/Point. Versatile player, really good on the forecheck. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Clark: Picking Tierney could make it hard to justify taking Alexander 
Kerfoot given they would be operating in the same role. But taking Travis 
Dermott means having even more defensive depth at a low cost. 

Duhatschek: Travis Dermott. A 24-year-old defenseman, with an upside, 
who hasn’t gotten the opportunity in Toronto yet and is available largely 
because of the Leafs’ protection issues. 

Luszczyszyn: Alexander Kerfoot. Toronto really only had two legitimate 
options in Kerfoot and Travis Dermott, the latter of which plays some of 
the most sheltered minutes in the league. Kerfoot is a solid middle-six 
center and there was far less depth at that position compared to defense. 
His playoff performance really upped his stock, too. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Clark: Madison Bowey is rather important. Adding him does more than 
give this team depth. It gives this model the financial flexibility for the 
Kraken to operate as serious players in free agency. Set aside $10 
million to re-sign pending RFAs, and it leaves this team with roughly $19 
million in cap space ahead of free agency. 

Duhatschek: Zack MacEwen. Someone needs to provide a policing 
presence for the top end of the lineup, which the 6-foot-4, 212 pound 
MacEwen can do. Remember too – 52 points in 69 games for AHL Utica 
only a couple of years back. 

Luszczyszyn: Zack MacEwen. Really didn’t matter who I picked here as it 
was unlikely anyone available from Vancouver would actually make the 
team. MacEwen seems fine, I guess. He didn’t produce at all, but his 
possession numbers were among the team’s best. 

Washington Capitals 

Clark: Having Brenden Dillon gives the Kraken a veteran with size who 
can kill penalties. Sure, this projection has a lot of defensemen who can 
kill penalties. An argument could be made, however, that having several 
options on the PK is better than having few at all. 

Duhatschek: Vitek Vanecek. Seven NHL rookie goalies won 10 games or 
more, but Vanacek led them all in wins with 21. At 25, for a $716,667 cap 
hit, he’s the best available asset by far. 

Luszczyszyn: Nick Jensen. A lot of options on Washington, especially on 
defense. I opted for Jensen who has the best defensive impacts and 
moves the puck efficiently on the breakout. He’s also cheaper than 
Brenden Dillon. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Clark: Walking away from Logan Stanley is difficult. But it is also difficult 
to ignore a cap-friendly power forward like Mason Appleton knowing he 
could bolster a middle-six forward group for the price of $900,000. 
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Duhatschek: There’ll be oodles of middle-of-the-roster forwards available, 
but few as reliable as Mason Appleton, and earning $900,000 heading 
into RFA in 2022, is under team control when his current contract 
expires. 

Luszczyszyn: Mason Appleton. It was between Appleton and Logan 
Stanley. The tall defender carries some potential, but Appleton’s edge is 
appreciated. He was one of Winnipeg’s better forecheckers this year, 
while still being a decent puck-carrier. 

Based on GSVA, the Seattle Kraken can likely make a team that can 
compete for a playoff spot given the protection lists supplied by each 
team’s beat writers. 

Ryan and Eric’s team both project around the 85-to-87 point range, a 
place reserved for teams outside the playoff bubble with a modest shot at 
making the postseason. Dom’s team is closer to 95 points and would be 
on the inside of the playoff bubble, representing a high point with what to 
expect from Seattle in Year One. For context, Vegas was projected for 83 
points in its first year. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lightning seize control of series with clinical performance 
in Game 3 

 

Chris Johnston @reporterchris  

June 18, 2021, 1:03 AM 

 

They have scoring champions, all-stars and a player with goals in eight of 
his last nine games. 

And yet the reason the Tampa Bay Lightning are most bullish on their 
chances at a second straight Stanley Cup is the dwindling number under 
their “goals against” column. 

On Thursday the Lightning kept their cool inside the hothouse at Nassau 
Coliseum, drawing the line between passive and pursuing with a clinical 
2-1 victory over the New York Islanders to establish a 2-1 lead in their 
semifinal series. 

This should be required viewing for every upstart organization with 
designs on breaking through. The Lightning have been beating teams 
with their skill for years and more recently added the guile necessary to 
consistently survive tight games like this one on Long Island. 

“This group knows to flip that switch when the time comes,” said captain 
Steven Stamkos. “I think we’ve proved that in the past, we’ve proved it 
again here in the playoffs. It’s a battle each and every night. 

“The further you go, the tougher the task is and we knew they were going 
to push. They had a good push.” 

And still, the Islanders only put one puck behind Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
named the NHL’s top goaltender earlier in the day in a poll of nearly 500 
current players. 

This was more than a goaltending performance, though. The Lightning 
have morphed into road warriors. They are 6-1 in these playoffs with just 
12 goals against, thriving in the hostile atmospheres that were missing 
during last year’s championship run inside the NHL bubble. 

Inside the cackling Coliseum, they really went to work after Brayden 
Point put them ahead in the dying seconds of the second period by 
sweeping in his playoff-leading 11th goal after being cross-checked to 
the ice. 

That made it 2-1 and ensured any remaining offensive forays would only 
come in transition after turnovers. 

While Tampa may initially have retreated a tad too much, rhey didn’t 
allow a shot on goal in the final 5:49 of play. 

“We wanted to make sure they had to come 200 feet every time they 
rushed up the ice,” said Lightning coach Jon Cooper. “I thought our last 
five minutes were clinical. It was great the way they played.” 

They had to finish it off without defencemen Jan Rutta and Erik Cernak, 
both of whom were nursing injuries not expected to keep them out of 
Saturday’s game. Victor Hedman played more than four of the last five 
minutes. 

It’s not the kind of performance most would freely associate with the 
Lightning — not with Nikita Kucherov filling highlight reels, Point scoring 
every night and a lineup featuring Hedman, Stamkos and more. 

Yet it was a shift in this direction that laid the foundation for last year’s 
championship breakthrough and has them now favoured to go back to 
back. The Islanders will have to beat Tampa in two consecutive games to 
win this series and no playoff opponent has managed to accomplish that 
since the 2019 sweep by Columbus that prompted some serious soul-
searching by the Lightning. 

“You have to have the mental makeup to understand what it takes to win 
and that it’s not how many you put in the net, it’s how many you keep 
out,” Cooper explained earlier this week. “[Last year] that started to click 
with our guys understanding that we’re not going to be able to score our 
way out of games all the time, definitely not score your way to a 
championship. We have to defend our way to a championship and that’s 
what clicked with the guys and that’s what we’re still doing.” 

The Lightning have a firm understanding of who they are and what they 
need to do. This is their fifth trip to the Final Four in the last seven years, 
after all, and there’s been no discernible slip in their desire to reach the 
summit. 

They’ve had an answer for every Islanders push so far. There was the 
rebound from a sluggish opening game and on Thursday night there was 
a response to Cal Clutterbuck’s 1-1 goal that went in off Cernak’s skate. 

The margins are small in a 2-1 series, but the Lightning seem to be 
seizing some control. 

“I think it just goes to show the maturity of the group that we have,” said 
Stamkos. “We just kind of rise to the occasion.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Islanders in familiar place, but Lightning present tougher 
challenge 

 

Iain MacIntyre @imacSportsnet  

June 18, 2021, 1:04 AM 

 

When the New York Islanders aren’t making it hard on the opposition, 
they make it hard on themselves. 

For the third straight playoff series, the Islanders dropped serve on home 
ice, losing 2-1 Thursday against the Tampa Bay Lightning after splitting 
the first two games of the Stanley Cup semifinal in Florida. 

The Islanders did the same thing in the first round against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and again last round against the Boston Bruins, dropping 
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Game 3 at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum after bringing the series 
home at 1-1. 

In both those cases, New York steadied itself and rattled off three straight 
wins to advance in six games. The Penguins and Bruins are excellent 
National Hockey League teams, but the Lightning are on another level. 
Tampa didn’t win the Stanley Cup last fall by accident. 

Sure, the Lightning have mesmerizing skill at the top of the lineup, but 
the team also knows how to defend in front of the world’s best goalie, 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, and can close out 2-1 games. Tampa has a pile of 
experience and guile. There is a steeliness to the Lightning. 

These are also traits that helped the Islanders get this far, but now they 
need something more. New York coach Barry Trotz said he was left 
“wanting” after the Islanders lost Game 2 4-2 in Tampa on Tuesday, and 
although he didn’t repeat that assessment on Thursday, his team again 
wasn’t at its best. 

The 12,978 Long Island fanatics, who celebrate each additional playoff 
game at the Coliseum before the Islanders relocate slightly west next 
season, didn’t have much to scream about. Their team failed to fuel their 
energy, falling behind halfway through a first period in which the 
Islanders looked slow and nervy. The Lightning led for 47 of the final 50 
minutes and have regained serve in the series. Game 4 is Saturday. 

A FEW NO-SHOWS 

The Islanders advanced past the Penguins in Round 1 despite Mathew 
Barzal and their first line not producing as expected. The Josh Bailey–
Brock Nelson–Anthony Beauvillier unit did most of the offensive damage 
for New York. 

But that trio was again ineffective on Thursday and Beauvillier, 
especially, looks suddenly lost amid the semifinal intensity. In a game 
where total shot attempts were 62-52 for the Islanders, Bailey, Beauvillier 
and Nelson were outshot 8-2 at even strength. That was a total of two 
shots on net for three of the Islanders’ top offensive forwards. 

Beauvillier has no goals and two assists in his last seven games after 
scoring 10 points in New York’s first eight playoff contests. 

“He’s a good player,” Trotz said. “Obviously, they’re playing him real 
tight. They’re playing our top guys real tight, making it difficult. You’ve got 
to fight for inches. I mean, it’s no different than (when) I think Barzy 
struggled early in the playoffs because he wasn’t quite willing to fight for 
those inches and wasn’t getting much done. I think right now, Beau’s got 
to find a way to fight for more inches. That’s all.” 

Barzal has been excellent since early in the Boston series, but the 
Islanders need all their players to have a chance at dethroning the 
Lightning. 

PHYSICAL DE-ESCALATION 

Rightfully fearful of a lethal Tampa power play that has pumped in 17 
playoff goals already, Trotz was successful in convincing his players not 
to be drawn into the post-whistle scrums and wrestling matches that 
characterized Game 2. 

Trotz is right that the Islanders can’t afford to make this a special-teams 
series. But it also looked Thursday like the lack of menace and overt 
animosity may have kept the Islanders from fully engaging the Lightning 
physically. And it certainly didn’t help the energy level of a crowd that 
amplified whenever there was a big hit or skirmish. 

There’s a fine line amid Trotz’s call for restraint: they can’t afford to take 
needless penalties, but they also can’t afford to lower their physicality 
level. The Islanders are best when they’re battering the opposition. 

“I think we’re a pretty physically engaged team,” heavyweight winger Matt 
Martin said post-game, his own restraint obvious in the opening period 
when he didn’t respond to shoves after a couple of whistles. “That’s what 
makes us successful. 

“There’s momentum swings throughout the course of a hockey game 
where you try and take back that momentum by reasserting that 
physicality and being hard on them and getting zone time. I think you can 
always be more physical, but it’s certainly not easy. They’ve got good 
players and they’re going to make plays and break our pressure at 
times.” 

PIVOTAL CALL 

Trotz didn’t like the interference call on Adam Pelech that led to the 
Lightning’s only power play, and it sure looked like game-management 
by the referees when the defenceman was whistled for a moving pick on 
Nikita Kucherov well away from the puck about three minutes after 
Tampa’s Mikhail Sergachev was penalized for roughing. 

After being knocked down, Brayden Point swept the puck between 
Islanders goalie Semyon Varlamov’s pads for the game-winner at 19:40 
of the second period — two seconds after Pelech’s penalty expired. 

GAME OF INCHES 

There’s a lot the Islanders need to go their way to beat the Lightning. 
Some bounces would help. 

Yanni Gourde opened the scoring for the Lightning at 10:05 of the first 
when Blake Coleman’s centring pass caromed off the skate of Islanders 
defenceman Nick Leddy and straight to the goal-scorer at the far side of 
the slot. 

“It’s funny,” Trotz said, “as you go along this path, you go deeper and 
deeper, the teams are better and better, and you’ve got to dig in harder 
and harder. 

“At the end of the day, it’s a pretty even game. They just capitalized on a 
chance on a sort of a scramble at the end of a power play. It’s a fine line 
from winning or losing. It’s a game of inches right now.” 

PAGEAU GOES 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau is playing hurt, but the impressive two-way centre 
who leads the Islanders in scoring while consistently drawing the most 
difficult matchups was still one of New York’s better players on Thursday. 

Pageau’s ice time of 16:32 was down slightly from his playoff average, 
but he and linemates Travis Zajac and Kyle Palmieri outplayed the Point-
Kucherov-Ondrej Palat line head-to-head. Pageau finished with three 
shots and three hits. 

A Patrice Bergeron Lite, Pageau may be one of the best players few 
people know about. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL’s Top 12 UFAs of 2021: Latest rumours, reports 

 

Luke Fox @lukefoxjukebox  

June 17, 2021, 9:45 AM 

 

Massive decisions are nigh. 

A star-studded group featuring future Hall of Famers, No. 1 goalies and 
defencemen, team captains and league MVP winners are all still without 
guaranteed employment in 2021-22. 

These pending unrestricted free agents have been able to ink extensions 
with their current clubs for months. We’ve seen the Minnesota Wild 
(Jonas Brodin, seven years at $6 million), Montreal Canadiens (Jeff 
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Petry, four years and $6.25 million; Brendan Gallagher, six years, $22.5 
million), and St. Louis Blues (Jordan Binnington, six years at $6 million) 
take care of some business early — weakening 2021’s UFA crop in the 
process. 

But plenty of marquee names remain in limbo. 

Unlike past seasons, general managers already know 2021-22’s cap 
ceiling (flat at $81.5 million), yet many are playing wait-and-see with their 
UFAs as July 28’s open market looms. 

Note: The Seattle Kraken will get a jump on the market with its exclusive 
48-hour UFA negotiation window July 18-20. 

Here is a look at the latest comments and rumours surrounding the top 
12 impending UFAs of the Class of 2021. 

Luke Fox 

NHL's top 12 RFAs of 2021: Latest rumours and reports 

Luke Fox 

1. Alex Ovechkin 

Age on July 28: 35 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $9.5 million 

The latest: If Ovechkin (730) is serious about taking a run at Wayne 
Gretzky’s all-time goals record (894), he’ll need a fresh multi-year 
commitment from the franchise that drafted him first overall way back in 
2004. It’s blasphemous to envision the Great Eight in any other sweater. 

Nicklas Backstrom and Ovechkin have expressed a mutual desire to play 
alongside each other for as long as possible, and the centreman 
negotiated his own $46-million extension that should see him setting up 
Ovechkin’s one-timer through to 2024-25. 

“My only concern going forward is that maybe Ovi might hire Nick to do 
his next contract,” quipped GM Brian MacLellan, confident the sides will 
find common ground. 

The superstar is negotiating his own deal. 

Ovechkin and MacLellan had a conversation upon the conclusion of 
2019-20 to set the table for parameters of an extension. 

In November, Ovechkin gave an interview, in his native tongue, to 
Russian Television International and addressed his vision for wrapping 
his playing career. 

“It is not a question of money,” the superstar said of his desire to remain 
in D.C. “It is just a matter of principal. I have only played for two teams, 
[KHL’s Moscow] Dynamo and Washington. Obviously, I will stay with 
Washington for another two… three… four… five years. And then I would 
like to finish on a high note, to play my final game with Dynamo.” 

According to Russian outlet metaratings.ru, MacLellan had already 
floated a three- to five-year extension to the captain that would carry an 
AAV between $9.5 million and $10 million. 

Owner Ted Leonsis won’t disrespect the face of his franchise, who 
deserves to cash some of the biggest cheques in the league, but with a 
flat cap, the more team-friendly the deal, the greater chance of building a 
contender around the captain. 

In May, Leonsis said he’s “not concerned” about his captain’s pending 
UFA status. MacLellan said it’s just a matter of finding “a sweet spot” in 
years and dollars. 

“Obviously, I want to finish my career here,” Ovechkin said at his season-
ending press conference. “I’m pretty sure we will do something soon.” 

2. Dougie Hamilton 

Age on July 28: 28 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $5.75 million 

The latest: The Hurricanes traded for Hamilton, in part, because they 
liked his cost certainty. Well, after this sprint season, the price tag for the 
top defender in 2021’s UFA class won’t be so certain. 

Hamilton is in a class of his own when it comes to 2021’s UFA D-men. 

He is due for a significant raise, as is star forward Andrei Svechnikov 
(RFA). With cash-conscious Carolina already having four other D-men 
signed long-term at $4 million-plus per year, and extension talks cool 
throughout the season, it feels like the sides could be headed for a split. 

Hamilton’s camp would use Alex Pietrangelo’s $8.8-million AAV with 
Vegas on a long-term deal as the ceiling, while the Canes would likely try 
to use Torey Krug’s $6.5-million AAV with St. Louis as a comparable. 

On June 14, Elliotte Friedman reported that Carolina granted the pending 
UFA’s agent, J.P. Barry, permission to speak with rival clubs and explore 
an eight-year contract. This could result in a rare sign-and-trade. 

Alternatively, after dipping his toe in the market, Hamilton may wish to 
stay put. 

“I really enjoy it here. I’ve got some really good friends, met really, really 
good people in the room and away from the room, off the ice too,” 
Hamilton said on June 11. 

“I have nothing bad to say about my experience here and being a 
Carolina Hurricane, and I’ve really enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep 
going.” 

3. Gabriel Landeskog 

Age on July 28: 28 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $5.57 million 

The latest: True, the budget-conscious Avalanche have a track record of 
dealing away talent before they hit paydirt: Paul Stastny, Ryan O’Reilly, 
Matt Duchene, Barrie…. 

But! Colorado has an open window to contend for the grand prize, and 
anything other than a long-term extension for the captain would rock the 
core in a bad way. Real dollars are more of a concern than cap space in 
Denver, so Sakic should lock up Landeskog for the rest of his prime. 

No member of the 2021 UFA class put up more points (52) or points per 
game (0.96) than Landeskog, who logged 20 minutes a night 
complementing younger stars Mikko Rantanen and Nathan MacKinnon 
on the most dangerous line in the West. 

“Actually, back in Edmonton [during the 2020 playoffs], we started a 
dialogue,” Sakic revealed in October. “We’ll revisit that. We’d like to have 
something done during the year, but if it has to go through the year, we’re 
confident we have a pretty good relationship with Gabe and that we’ll be 
able to figure something out by next year. 

“I think everyone’s figuring out where the landscape is going to be in the 
next few years. The dialogue is going to continue, so hopefully we’ll be 
able to extend.” 

Following Colorado’s playoff elimination and Landeskog’s poor showing 
in the Vegas series, Mike Chambers of the Denver Post speculated that 
Sakic could offer the captain a “take it or leave it” deal at $5 million per 
year. 

Certainly, it would take more to retain a talented leader who should fetch 
closer to a $7 million AAV on the open market. 

4. Tyson Barrie 
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Age on July 28: 30 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.75 million 

The latest: Stumbling in Toronto, Barrie bet on himself big-time in the 
2020 off-season. 

The power-play quarterback reportedly turned down a $6-million offer 
elsewhere so he could feed pucks to Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl, rebound his stock, and rediscover his confidence. 

“For me, it was a no-brainer, with everything that’s going on and coming 
off the year that I had, to be able to have a chance to go into Edmonton 
and play with this team on a one-year deal,” Barrie said of the gambit. “It 
just wasn’t about money this year, just coming into re-establish myself 
and show the league that I’m still a pretty good player.” 

Mission accomplished. 

Barrie’s playmaking complemented the Oilers stars. He thrived as 
quarterback of Edmonton’s power play and got his groove back. After 
racking up 48 points in 56 games, Barrie should ring the cash register 
this summer. 

“If there is an opportunity for me to stay here long-term in Edmonton, it 
could be a great fit,” Barrie told colleague Mark Spector. 

Barrie is believed to be seeking long term and maximum money after 
smartly betting on himself. 

The Oilers may instead prioritize an extension with the more defensively 
minded Adam Larsson, betting a healthy Oscar Klefbom can resume PP1 
duties. 

The likely play is for Barrie to let Hamilton set the market and sign with a 
club that misses out on the most coveted UFA D-man. 

5. Philipp Grubauer 

Age on July 28: 29 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.33 million 

The latest: Grubauer enjoyed a fabulous season for a Stanley Cup 
contender. The Colorado starter delivered a sparkling 30-9-1 record, 1.95 
GAA, .922 save percentage, and a career-best seven(!) shutouts. 

How you knock your contract year out of the park is by putting together a 
Vezina-finalist campaign. 

GM Joe Sakic has been mum on Grubauer’s next contract, but with 
UFAs Tuukka Rask and Frederik Andersen hampered by injury, the 
goalie’s leverage is only increasing. His next AAV could start with a six, 
and the Avs have the cap space to accommodate. 

The catch is, they’ve been a budget team and some other big pieces 
(namely, Landeskog and RFA Cale Makar) must be taken care of as well. 

6. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 

Age on July 28: 28 

Position: Left wing / Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $6 million 

The latest: A friend of the rumour mill, Nugent-Hopkins wrapped his 
mediocre contract year hot off back-to-back 60-point campaigns. 

One of the few mainstays of the Oilers’ top six, RNH has improved his 
two-way game and has the versatility to complement Edmonton’s 
superstars from the wing or centre his own middle-six line when 
necessary. 

Although Nuge cannot be replaced internally, the belief is that GM Ken 
Holland won’t overspend to bring him back. The 2011 No. 1 pick may 
need to take a discount to stay. 

Writes colleague Mark Spector: “I’d guess he’ll be looking for Leon 
Draisaitl money ($8.5 million), though the Oilers may think that’s high. 
But with Connor McDavid ($12.5 million) and Draisaitl ($8.5 million) atop 
the salary structure, Nugent-Hopkins could be signed for a number that 
does not leave Edmonton like Toronto — top-heavy with three forwards 
averaging over $11 million apiece.” 

Positive preliminary extension talks took place between the Oilers and 
Nugent-Hopkins’ camp. Then… silence. 

The high-end flat-cap comparable here may be Brendan Gallagher’s six-
year, $39-million extension in Montreal. 

Colleague Mark Spector’s position: “Offer Nugent-Hopkins five years, 
$28 million ($5.6M AAV). He’ll want six times six. Find a middle ground.” 

Asked about RNH’s future on a Zoom call in late February, Holland 
thought back to some of his overcommitting in Detroit. 

“You sign some contracts, and they don’t work out. And the way the [cap] 
system is built, it makes it more difficult to compete,” Holland said. “He’s 
an important part of our team, and he’s got good chemistry with our 
players, but it’s got to work for both sides.” 

Nugent-Hopkins contributed a respectable 35 points in 52 games but, 
much like the rest of the Oilers, failed to increase his stock in Edmonton’s 
swift playoff exit. 

7. Taylor Hall 

Age on July 28: 29 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $8 million 

The latest: Depending how you weigh recent results, Hall could become 
the most coveted UFA winger on the market two years running — or take 
a hit to the wallet. All thanks to his rare and surprising one-year, show-
me deal with the Buffalo Sabres. 

“Things can turn pretty quick, especially if you have elite pieces like the 
Sabres do,” Hall said, upon becoming 2020’s most surprising signing. 
“Obviously, I’m betting on myself, but I’m betting that the Sabres can 
improve and have a good hockey season. If I didn’t, I wouldn’t be here. 

“Honestly, the best thing for both sides is that this goes really well, and 
I’m a Sabre for a long time.” 

Welp. 

Hall used his no-move protection to steer a trade to the contending 
Bruins at the trade deadline. Then he wasted no time thriving on Boston’s 
second line. 

The player would love an extension. 

“I see a fit, and hopefully they feel the same. We’ll let the dust settle on 
everything this year, I’m sure they have a lot of stuff going on and some 
other guys that have been here longer than me that they have to worry 
about,” Hall said on June 11. “Then we’ll figure that out, but hopefully we 
can make something work. That’s my goal. Hopefully, we can make that 
happen. 

“I don’t even know what my value is, at this point,” he continued. “I’m not 
looking to absolutely maximize my value at this point in my career. I’ve 
been fortunate enough to make some good money in this league, and at 
this point, it’s about more of a fit for me than maybe money, or a long-
term thing. You want to find a home for the next few years here, and we’ll 
see what happens.” 

8. Zach Hyman 
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Age on July 28: 29 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $2.25 million 

The latest: The Maple Leafs love Hyman; Hyman loves the Maple Leafs. 

“I would love to stay in Toronto. It’s where I grew up. I want to be a Leaf 
for a long time. That’s first and foremost,” Hyman said in April of 2020. “I 
would love to be a long-term Leaf and would love to re-sign here and 
would love to be here and ultimately win a Stanley Cup here.” 

The all-situations winger has upped his bargaining power with another 
fantastic campaign and proved to be coach Sheldon Keefe’s fixer, as he 
jostled from line to line, helping energize teammates who need a bump. 

Hyman’s brand of hockey would make him a unique commodity on the 
open market, and as of Toronto’s end-of-season availability, no serious 
extension talks had taken place. 

Leverage rests with the player here, and Hyman has already settled for 
one hometown discount. 

“I don’t know what the future holds,” Hyman said on June 2. 

GM Kyle Dubas said he “very interested” in keeping Hyman in the fold. 
Properly compensating the heart-and-soul winger could be another story. 

“It has to work out fair for both sides,” Dubas said. “Zach’s going to want 
to be treated fairly. We’re going to have to figure out something that 
works in the short and long term. And that will be up to [Leafs assistant 
GM] Brandon Pridham and [agent] Todd Reynolds to sort that out.” 

9. Kyle Palmieri 

Age on July 28: 30 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.65 million 

The latest: Beginning 2021 as an unsung star on a rebuilding team, the 
hardworking Palmieri is quietly riding a five-year streak of 20-goal 
seasons. 

Extension talks with Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald resulted in the winger’s 
rental to nearby Long Island, and Palmieri made a heckuva rental trade 
chip. 

Along with veteran pivot Travis Zajac, Palmieri yielded his former club a 
first-round pick. And now he’s in the throes of a deep playoff run in New 
York, which is relaying on him to contribute to an offensive hole vacated 
by injured captain Anders Lee. 

Palmieri’s two goals in 17 regular-season games for the Isles 
underwhelmed, but he has exploded for seven more in the postseason. 

GM Lou Lamoriello should prioritize RFAs Anthony Beauvillier and Adam 
Pelech this summer, but Palmieri has been a wonderful addition to his 
middle six. 

10. David Krejci 

Age on July 28: 35 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $7.25 million 

The latest: The highest-paid Bruin will need to take a pay cut, but Krejci’s 
2021 performance — 44 points in 51 games, behind only Landeskog and 
Barrie on this list — reasserted the value a dependable two-way pivot 
can bring. 

The legs are getting older, the contract needs to get shorter, but Krejci’s 
hockey sense reminds us of the value in having a second-line centre you 
can trust in important situations. 

The Bruins, however, could be in for another summer of turnover. There 
is opportunity to go younger. 

“It’s not about money,” Krejci said on June 11, still mulling his future. “I 
guess that’s all I can tell you: My next deal is not going to be based on 
money. Today, I can tell you, it’s not going to be about money. And at the 
same time, I just can’t see myself playing for a different team. We’ll see 
what happens, I guess. I don’t even know. I talked to my parents, and 
they asked me. I can’t even give them a straight answer.” 

Krejci had previously hinted at wrapping his career in his native Czech 
Republic. 

“You guys write a lot that I wanted to finish my career in Czech, which 
has not changed,” Krejci said. “But when I said that, I was younger. I’m a 
husband. I’m a dad, I have two kids. They’re getting older. So, yes, I still, 
at one point, would like to finish my career in Czech for different reasons 
now than when I first said it. I would like my kids to speak my language 
because my parents don’t speak any English. My kids don’t speak 
Czech. I would like them to learn the language.” 

11. Phillip Danault 

Age on July 28: 28 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.08 million 

The latest: Danault’s name was “out there” in the 2020 off-season, per 
Elliotte Friedman, but trading responsible centremen before they hit age 
30 is seldom advisable. Even if the future looks bright at the position 
(see: Nick Suzuki, Jasperi Kotkaniemi). 

Danault doesn’t exactly put up Xbox numbers — he’s never surpassed 
13 goals and has reached 50 points just once — but he tilts the ice, 
nullifies the opposition’s top pivot regularly (see: Matthews, Auston) and 
is a plus-44 player over the past three seasons. 

GM Marc Bergevin was quick to commit to Jeff Petry and Brendan 
Gallagher in 2020, and he reportedly offered a six-year, $30-million deal 
to Danault in the off-season that was rejected. 

“At this moment, there are no negotiations,” Danault said on Nov. 24. 
“Letting emotions get in the way of business doesn’t really work. I 
understood that pretty quickly.” 

Yes, Danault wishes he’d been taken care of, the way Gallagher and 
Petry were, but he’s still bringing a winning attitude to the rink. 

“The Canadiens gave me a three-year contract two years ago, and I still 
have a year to play with the Canadiens,” Danault said. “After that, we’ll 
see. I really have the intention of honouring my contract and then, after 
that, we’ll see what the future holds.” 

Danault’s value has been reinforced with his excellent shutdown work in 
the 2021 postseason. 

12. Tuukka Rask 

Age on July 28: 34 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $7 million 

The latest: The question isn’t whether Rask — a Vezina-winning, Cup-
winning, Jennings-winning stud — is deserving of an extension. The 
question is whether his body is up for one. 

Rask openly pondered 2021 retirement this past season and drew 
criticism in some (unkind) circles for departing the playoff bubble early to 
attend to a family matter. 

He’ll undergo surgery on a torn hip labrum this off-season and won’t be 
ready to play until January or February. If and when he straps on the 
pads again, Rask only sees it being in Boston. 
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“I’m not going to play for anyone else than the Bruins. This is our home,” 
Rask said on June 11. “At this point of my life and my career, I don’t see 
any reason to go anywhere else, especially with the health I’m looking at 
now and a recovery time of five or six months. Hopefully it works out that 
I recover well, and we can talk about contracts when the time is right for 
that.” 

More notable 2021 UFAs: Mike Hoffman, Brandon Saad, Frederik 
Andersen, Eric Staal, Ryan Getzlaf, Tomas Tatar, Mikael Granlund, Erik 
Haula, Bobby Ryan, Niklas Hjalmarsson, Adam Larsson, Derek Stepan, 
Paul Stastny, Alexander Edler, Petr Mrazek, Travis Zajac, Jaden 
Schwartz, David Savard, Tyler Bozak, Ryan Murray, Nikita Gusev, Nick 
Foligno, Brandon Sutter, Nick Bonino, Alec Martinez, Blake Coleman, 
Sean Kuraly, Barclay Goodrow, Pekka Rinne, Jamie Oleksiak, Jordan 
Martinook, Jordie Benn, Joe Thornton, Wayne Simmonds, Alexander 
Wennberg, Mike Reilly, Mattias Janmark, Corey Perry, Devan Dubnyk, 
Chris Driedger, Jonathan Bernier, Jaroslav Halak, Linus Ullmark, Mike 
Smith, James Reimer 
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By Ryan Dixon 

 

For years, the Canadiens have struggled, slipped and stumbled in their 
quest for an elite centre. The emergence of Nick Suzuki puts an end to 
the search. 

It’s the first period of the first game. The Montreal Canadiens jumped all 
over the Winnipeg Jets to start their second-round series, but an early 2–
0 Habs advantage has been cut in half by an Adam Lowry shortie. The 
vising Canadiens would surely be happy taking a lead into the first 
intermission, but — all things considered — the Jets probably feel okay, 
too, having recovered a bit after stumbling out of the gate. 

The frame is less than three minutes from ending when Nick Suzuki gets 
control of the puck deep in the Habs’ zone and shovels it over to linemate 
Cole Caufield before getting pinned to the boards by Jets captain Blake 
Wheeler. One pass later, Montreal defenceman Joel Edmundson is 
weighing his options for an outlet and spots Suzuki — switching to attack 
mode — gusting up the left side of the ice. Edmundson banks the puck 
off the boards right in front of the Jets bench and Suzuki takes it on his 
forehand with his back to the play, pivots and streaks over the Winnipeg 
blue line on a quick-developing 2-on-1 with Tyler Toffoli. Using the threat 
of a pass to paralyze Jets defenceman Derek Forbort, Suzuki loads his 
stick like he’s about to release, then sucks the puck back, traces the 
outstretched pad of goalie Connor Hellebuyck and stuffs it in the open 
cage while whizzing past the net. Game 1 ends 5–3 in favour of 
Montreal. 

Five days later, Suzuki is playing in what Habs fans hope is the final 
period of the final contest. A Montreal goal in overtime of Game 4 would 
give the Canadiens their second series victory in a week and put the 
North Division’s weakest playoff team by regular-season record into the 
NHL’s Final Four; a tally by the Jets sends the series back to Winnipeg 
and opens the door to funny business. 

With the stakes understood, Suzuki, Caufield and Toffoli take their first 
extra-time shift. A clearing attempt by Hellebuyck is easily picked by 
Suzuki on the half-wall and he tries to hit Toffoli — camped out to the 
goalie’s right — with a pass through the red meat of the Jets’ zone. The 
attempt kicks off the skate of blue-liner Tucker Poolman and bounces to 
the corner. Suzuki tracks it, taking a pair of two-handed cuts at the puck 

and an additional desperation poke, trying to prevent the burly Poolman 
from wresting control. It works. The scrambled play gives Caufield time to 
arrive, juke another defender and whip the puck over to Toffoli, still 
lurking around the net. When Toffoli one-times Caufield’s heated dish, 
the Bell Centre bursts with all the joy 2,500 fans — and one elated team 
— can muster. Win secured, worries over and a palpable “What’s next!?” 
excitement enveloping the team, to say nothing of the young centre who 
played a key role in crucial goals that bookended the series. 

The Canadiens — who head home for Game 3 tied 1-1 with the Vegas 
Golden Knights — are in the semifinal for just the third time since winning 
the 1993 Stanley Cup, following a shocking trip there in 2010 and 
another underdog showing in 2014. A huge reason for the club so 
frequently finding itself outside the NHL’s top tier has been the seemingly 
unending search for elite play at the centre position. That’s why, even if 
this Final Four appearance ends in disappointment — as the previous 
two runs did — there is more for Montreal to hang its hat on this time out 
thanks to the ongoing emergence of Suzuki. The 21-year-old who can 
make big plays, little plays and everything in between is proving he’s 
equipped to handle all that’s expected of a 1C. And while you’re not likely 
to hear much in the way of declarations from the man himself, Suzuki has 
no less faith in his abilities than the most optimistic soul singing “Olé, Olé, 
Olé!” 

YOUNG LION 

Don't let Suzuki's substance-over-style game fool you into 
underestimating his skill or heart. "A lot of people don’t see how 
determined he is,” says Burnett. 

George Burnett sent a note to Suzuki saying, “You’re getting good at this 
come-from-behind stuff,” after Montreal ripped off wins in Games 5, 6 
and 7 to eliminate the Toronto Maple Leafs a few weeks back. “He kinda 
chuckled [via text], as he normally would,” says Burnett, who coached 
Suzuki on the 2019 Guelph Storm club that climbed out of three 0–2 
series holes — including one that got to 0–3 — en route to winning the 
Ontario Hockey League championship. 

The comeback versus Toronto started in Game 5, when Suzuki played 
triggerman on an overtime 2-on-0 with Caufield. Sitting on the Habs 
bench with a headset on for the post-game interview, Suzuki wasn’t 
exactly coming out of his skin when he placidly described what had just 
transpired. “It was a great read by Cole,” he said. “I just saw we had a 2-
on-0, so I just tried to get up fast. And, uh, yeah; nice bury.” 

“He’s a guy who steps up, scores big goals. It’s something he’s done as 
long as he’s been playing hockey.” 

While you might expect a little more zip from someone who just netted 
the biggest goal of his life, coming through when it counts is nothing new 
for this guy. Last summer’s bubble playoffs more or less served as 
Suzuki’s coming out party at the highest level, and demonstrated why 
Montreal viewed him as the critical piece returning in the trade package 
received from Vegas for former Habs captain Max Pacioretty in 2018. 
Suzuki scored his first post-season goal in his first playoff contest, 
sending a perfect shot over the glove hand of Pittsburgh Penguins goalie 
Matt Murray. There’s also no chance Guelph would have found a way to 
come back in all those OHL series if not for Suzuki’s absurd, league-best 
42 points in 24 playoff games. And earlier this year, as the Habs 
struggled during the final six weeks of the season, Suzuki did more than 
his part for his injury-ravaged team by leading the club in scoring with 21 
points in his final 23 contests. The only other Montreal forward who had 
more than eight points over that time was Toffoli. “You look at our regular 
season at the end of the year, we were going through a tough time. You 
needed someone to step up and take charge, and it was him,” says 
Canadiens winger Brendan Gallagher. “Last year in the playoffs, same 
thing. He’s a guy who steps up, scores big goals. It’s something he’s 
done as long as he’s been playing hockey, something not everyone has.” 

Few people are better positioned to talk about what Suzuki possesses 
than Isaac Ratcliffe, who was his linemate with the Storm and Guelph’s 
captain. The two grew up about a two-minute walk from each other in the 
London, Ont., neighbourhood of Byron. Ratcliffe and Suzuki began 
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playing hockey together around the time they were eight years old. In the 
summer, it was golf and soccer, with Nick’s dad, Rob, coaching them on 
the pitch. Nick was a control-the-chess-board midfielder who could set up 
or score goals. Whether on grass or ice, he was always a move ahead. 
“We laugh about it still,” says Ratcliffe, a 2017 second-round pick of the 
Philadelphia Flyers. “When we were back in minor hockey, he was doing 
the exact same things that he’s doing now.” 

Suzuki’s intelligent, economical approach to his craft is in line with his 
serene demeanour away from the rink. Ratfcliffe says the entire Suzuki 
crew — including Nick’s mom, Amanda, and his brother, Carolina 
Hurricanes 2019 first-rounder, Ryan — are kind, generous and reserved. 
When Nick arrived in Owen Sound as an OHL rookie, the Attack dressing 
room soon warmed to their new shy, sneaky-funny teammate who at 
least partially emerged from his shell over time on the tight-knit squad. 
“‘Zuks’ would sneak in there and get a laugh out of the boys,” says 
Michael McNiven, a former Attack goalie who’s spent the professional 
part of his career as a member of the Canadiens organization. “He’s 
always been a good, quiet kid and he’s always been a good friend of 
mine.” 

Kevin Hancock was Suzuki’s linemate for much of their time together in 
Owen Sound, before both were traded to contenders later in their OHL 
career. Hancock is still frequently in touch with his buddy, often in regard 
to the fantasy football and basketball leagues Suzuki is passionate about. 
When he watches Suzuki now, Hancock — who spent this past season 
with the AHL’s Tucson Roadrunners — is struck by one particular 
element of his old teammate’s game. “His stickwork,” Hancock says. “His 
use of his stick to pick-pocket elite defencemen in the corner and be able 
to turn that to offence or intercept passes through the neutral zone. His 
skill with his stick is [a big] asset.” 

Combine a quiet nature with a game that is more in-the-bone quality than 
leap-off-the-screen filthy, and you open the door to people 
underestimating or misreading Suzuki. Don’t be fooled by the lack of 
chest-thumping, though; to a man, those who played with him or have 
been in his hockey orbit describe No. 14 as supremely confident and 
hungry for success. “I think he’s got [an overlooked] compete level, a lot 
of people don’t see how determined he is,” says Burnett. “I see him 
battling in the NHL playoffs now, going to the corners [and] winning puck 
battles against some pretty big, dominant defenceman, coming up with 
loose pucks that ultimately end up creating scoring chances or goals.” 

None bigger than the series-ender versus Winnipeg. 

"IT'S ALL HOCKEY SENSE" 

One OHL executive notes Suzuki doesn't need flash because he makes 
"the smart play — all the time" 

As linear as Suzuki’s development has been, the Canadiens’ journey to 
find a player of his ilk at this vital position has been more than a little 
circuitous. Believe it or not, Suzuki isn’t even the first centre drafted 13th 
overall Montreal has acquired as a prospect from another organization 
and pinned high hopes on. That distinction goes to Lars Eller, who was 
shipped to the Canadiens by St. Louis for goalie Jaroslav Halak just 
weeks after Halak’s brilliance propelled the Habs into the 2010 Eastern 
Conference Final, where they were easily dispatched by the Flyers. Eller 
was a bull of a player who wound up having a terrific spring when 
Montreal made the Final Four in 2014 and lost to the New York Rangers. 
Unfortunately, he never became a consistent offensive threat and was 
traded to Washington in 2016, winning the Cup a couple of years later in 
a third-line role he was perfectly suited for. 

Scott Gomez was a first-year Hab when he had 14 points during the 19-
game 2010 run, but that was the apex of his time in Montreal. His hefty 
contract eventually became so much of a hinderance that GM Marc 
Bergevin used a compliance buyout to cut him loose. Alex Galchenyuk 
was drafted third overall in 2012 to be the scoring centre of the future. 
Instead, two different coaching regimes believed his defensive 
deficiencies required hiding him on the wing and he was eventually 
traded to Arizona for Max Domi, who had one good year as a centre in 

Quebec, followed by a down season that saw him get punted to the 
fourth line and, ultimately, traded to Columbus. 

“He’s going to be a Stanley Cup champion by the end of his career. 
Maybe more times than one.” 

Tomas Plekanec and David Desharnais were supposed to be the 
offence-driving pivots on the 2014 Final Four club, but they finished 
eighth and ninth, respectively, in team scoring during that post-season. 
Repeating the pattern from earlier in the decade, the Canadiens sank in 
the standings following their East Final showing in ’14 and — 24 months 
later — were drafting high again in 2016. They took defenceman Mikhail 
Sergachev, who was traded one year later for Jonathan Drouin on the 
premise Drouin — still only 22 years old — could come in, shift from wing 
to centre and become the long-sought solution down the middle. As it 
turned out, Drouin couldn’t have been more miscast at centre if he was 
Tom Hanks playing Tony Soprano. As such, come the 2018 Draft, 
Montreal was back picking third overall and opted for, you guessed it, a 
centre, taking Finn Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Four months later — on the eve 
of training camp — an organization now throwing around the term “reset” 
to describe its one-step-back approach acquired Suzuki ahead of his final 
major junior campaign. 

Kotkaniemi — who was scratched for the first game of the 2021 playoffs 
— has had his ups and downs, but his big frame, strong shot and 
determination to improve offer some hope for his future. Phillip Danault 
— who can leave as a free agent this summer — has proven himself to 
be one of the best defensive centres in the league, but high-end offence 
is never going to be his calling card. Suffice it to say, then, if the 
Canadiens are to avoid a regression similar to the ones experienced after 
previous playoff successes, a lot rests on the shoulders of Suzuki, who 
sometimes draws comparisons to Boston’s do-it-all captain, Patrice 
Bergeron. 

One scout for a North Division team says he believes it’s absolutely legit 
to connect the two, though that’s a big leap for some given Bergeron’s 
accomplishments. However, before he was all-caps BERGERON — the 
guy who can play right wing with Sidney Crosby on Team Canada; the 
player whose offensive production went to another level in his early 30s 
when he was suddenly in the middle of the best line in hockey — 
Bergeron was rarely spoken about in superstar terms. Rather, he was 
simply considered a really, really good player. Suzuki, who admired 
Bergeron enough to wear the latter’s No. 37 in Owen Sound, is certainly 
in a similar mould. “Is he the fastest guy on the ice?” asks an OHL 
executive who’s been watching Suzuki since his AAA days. “He’s fast, 
but he doesn’t look it. Is he the biggest guy on the ice? No. Is he the 
most talented guy on the ice? Well, he doesn’t show it, because it’s all 
hockey sense. He’s not toe-drag, dipsy-doodle through three guys 
because he knows, ‘I can make the exact same thing happen by 
changing the angle just a little bit, finding the passing lane through [the 
defender’s] stick and getting the puck on that guy’s blade.’ That’s the 
right play, the smart play — all the time.” 

Bergeron’s story took on a new dimension when he found complimentary 
running mates in Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak. Who knows, 
maybe Caufield — the silly-small, super-skilled 2021 Hobey Baker winner 
— will help drive Suzuki’s stats as the youngsters lean into the task of 
being the offensive catalysts for a Montreal squad that will have its hands 
full getting back into the playoffs next season once the league reverts to 
its standard alignment. Any number of people would likely be willing to 
make the case this post-season high for the Canadiens is no less an 
aberration than the team’s last two tastes. Still, as long as Montreal’s 
future is tied to Suzuki, Ratcliffe is optimistic about where things are 
going. “He’s going to be a Stanley Cup champion by the end of his 
career,” Ratcliffe says. “[Maybe] more times than one.” 

Now that would be hard to miss. 
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Blackhawks refused to report alleged sex abuse of players to police: 
source 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

Chicago Blackhawks senior management allegedly refused to file a 
report to Chicago police during the 2010 Stanley Cup playoffs after two 
players claimed a video coach who worked with the franchise had 
sexually assaulted them, according to a person familiar with the matter. 

During a May 2010 meeting with then-Blackhawks president John 
McDonough, vice president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac, general 
manager Stan Bowman and team sports psychologist James Gary, then-
skills coach Paul Vincent shared what the players had told him about 
being assaulted and asked the team executives to contact the sex crimes 
division of the Chicago police, the person said, adding that the request 
was denied. 

None of these members of Blackhawks’ management were identified or 
referenced in a lawsuit filed last month in an Illinois court by an unnamed 
former Blackhawks player. The player alleged in the suit that the team 
ignored allegations that he and an unidentified teammate were sexually 
assaulted in separate incidents by video coach Brad Aldrich. 

TSN has identified the players but has a policy of not reporting the 
names of alleged sexual abuse victims without their permission. 

The plaintiff, who is referred to as “John Doe” in court documents, 
alleged that Aldrich, who no longer works for the Blackhawks, also sent 
him “inappropriate text messages” and threatened him “physically, 
financially and emotionally” if he “did not engage in sexual activity.” 

After the lawsuit was filed, TSN was contacted by a person familiar with 
the players’ decision to report the alleged incident to team management 
and a subsequent management meeting in which a plea to contact police 
was denied.  

Susan Loggans, a lawyer for the plaintiff, said in an interview with TSN 
that the person’s account is consistent with what she has been told by an 
unidentified independent witness in the case. Loggans said she plans to 
call the witness to testify about the Blackhawks’ alleged cover up of the 
abuse and said she may ask a judge for that testimony to happen behind 
closed doors if the case goes to trial. 

Loggans also confirmed that her client has told her that he and another 
Blackhawks teammate were abused at Aldrich’s apartment in separate 
incidents during the 2009-10 season. 

Blackhawks spokesman Adam Rogowin declined to discuss the 
allegation that the team’s management refused a request to report 
Aldrich’s alleged behaviour to Chicago police. 

“With respect to this being an active litigation matter, it is not appropriate 
for us to comment,” Rogowin wrote in an email to TSN. 

In a statement of defence filed June 14, Blackhawks lawyer John Stiglich 
wrote that the case should be dismissed because of the state’s statute of 
limitations laws. In Illinois, adult plaintiffs in sexual abuse lawsuits must 
file their claims within 300 days of an alleged incident or the memories of 
an incident returning if the person has repressed it, Stiglich wrote. 

"While the plaintiff tries to plead his way around the statute of limitations, 
he acknowledges within his complaint that the conduct at issue occurred 
in May 2010, that he was immediately aware of the alleged sexual 
harassment when it happened, that he reported the sexual harassment to 
Gary, that he sought counselling for the alleged sexual harassment in 
May 2010 [from Gary], and yet he waited 11 years to file his lawsuit 
against the [Blackhawks]," Stiglich wrote.  

Stiglich wrote that even if the plaintiff repressed his memories of the 
alleged incident with Aldrich until July 2019, he needed to file his lawsuit 
before April or May 2020 to avoid statute of limitations issues.  

The person familiar with the matter who contacted TSN said that the two 
Blackhawks players approached Vincent, a one-time Massachusetts 
police officer, on May 16, 2010, before the opening game of the Western 
Conference finals between Chicago and San Jose. 

The players allegedly told Vincent that on separate occasions Aldrich had 
gotten them drunk in his apartment, watched pornography, and then tried 
to perform oral sex on them. After the players shared their stories with 
Vincent, the then-Blackhawks skills coach asked Gary, the team’s sports 
psychologist, to follow up with the players, the person said. 

According to the former Blackhawks player’s lawsuit, Gary allegedly 
convinced at least one of the former players “that the sexual assault was 
his fault, that he was culpable for what had happened, [and had] made 
mistakes during his encounter with the perpetrator and permitted the 
sexual assault to occur.” 

On May 17, 2010, an off day and one day after the players shared their 
story with Vincent, Blackhawks management convened a meeting at the 
Marriott Hotel in San Jose at about 5 p.m., said the person who 
contacted TSN. 

During that meeting, Vincent requested that the team report the alleged 
assault to Chicago police and asked his colleagues, “What would you do 
if this had happened to your son?” the person said. Vincent’s request 
was rejected, the person said. 

Aldrich remained with the team through the playoffs and later posed for a 
photo with the Stanley Cup, the person said, before he left the 
Blackhawks.  

Aldrich worked for the Blackhawks for two seasons, beginning in 2008, 
after he was an assistant coach at the University of Notre Dame. In 
February 2010, he also worked as a video coach for the U.S. Olympic 
Team during the Winter Games in Vancouver. 

“In the eyes of a player, even a video coach has the potential power to 
influence how much playing time they are going to get,” said Brenley 
Shapiro, a Toronto-based mental performance consultant, who works 
with the NHL’s Arizona Coyotes and the Ontario Hockey League’s 
Peterborough Petes. 

“A player doesn’t know how much a video coach might talk to the head 
coach and how much input a video coach has on the team,” Shapiro said 
in an interview. “Athletes are taught from a young age to respect and 
listen to their coaches and in the sports setting, a predator will choose his 
prey carefully, often targeting someone who is more vulnerable, 
someone who doesn’t have an established position with the team, 
someone who is struggling to make it, someone who has come to trust 
them.” 

Following the Blackhawks’ 2010 Stanley Cup win, Aldrich left the 
Blackhawks. The official reason, according to media reports at the time, 
was to pursue other employment opportunities. 

In July 2012, Aldrich was hired as the director of hockey operations for 
the Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, before later joining a high school 
hockey team’s coaching staff in Houghton, Mich. 

In October 2013, Aldrich was charged and convicted of criminal sexual 
conduct related to a March 2013 incident involving one of the 17-year-old 
players he coached. 

In a motion to the court before his sentencing, Aldrich asked the judge to 
order the victim and his family to substantiate the $1,468.51 on 
psychological counselling and also asked the judge for leniency. 

“This case involves a drunken encounter last March in the hockey post-
season between a 31-year-old volunteer hockey coach and a 17-year-old 
player, during which some sexual touching and a brief instance of oral 
penetration occurred,” Aldrich’s Jan. 17, 2014, motion says. 
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“Although the victim says that the encounter was non-consensual, the 
defendant has always maintained that it was consensual 
experimentation, though illegal because the victim was under 18 and the 
defendant had a position of authority as a volunteer coach.” 

Even after the assault, Aldrich alleged that the victim asked to use his car 
and buy alcohol and tobacco for him. 

“Those these post-offense acts do not render the illegal act legal, they do 
call into question the level of victimization portrayed in the [victim impact 
statement],” Aldrich’s motion says. 

Aldrich also argued the judge should be lenient because “the defendant 
admitted to only one instance of oral penetration that lasted mere 
seconds. The victim’s statement to law enforcement corroborated that 
single penetration.” 

Aldrich challenged a probation agent who argued that Aldrich had 
“violated community trust” because of his volunteer coaching status. 

“What made the defendant’s sexual contact with the victim criminal was 
his status as a volunteer coach,” Aldrich’s motion says. “That status does 
not make him worse than average, it makes him simply average. It is 
worth pointing out that this incident occurred after the hockey season 
was over at a ‘minor drinking party’ where only hockey players were 
present. The fact that the defendant was welcome at such an event 
suggests that the players viewed him in a different, less authoritative light 
than they would a teacher, principal, janitor, or even the average coach, 
let alone the head coach.” 

Aldrich, who is now 38, was sentenced in February 2014 to nine months 
in prison and five years of probation. He completed his probation period 
in 2019 and is now a registered sex offender in Michigan, court records 
show. 

Weeks after the former NHL player sued the Blackhawks, the team was 
served with another lawsuit by his victim in Houghton. 

That plaintiff, known in court records as “John Doe (2),” alleged that the 
Blackhawks provided Aldrich with a positive reference letter when he left 
the NHL team. That alleged letter, the victim said, gave Aldrich the 
opportunity to assault him. 
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