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Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin has won the NHL’s Lady Byng Memorial Trophy  

By Chip Alexander  

The Hurricanes have another major NHL award winner in 
2021. 

Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin was named the Lady 
Byng Memorial Trophy winner Saturday during Game 4 of 
the Tampa Bay-New York Islanders Stanley Cup playoff 
series. 

The Lady Byng is presented each year to the NHL player 
who best combines sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct 
with a high standard of playing ability. 

Slavin was a finalist with forward Auston Matthews of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and defenseman Jared Spurgeon of the 
Minnesota Wild in balloting by the Professional Hockey 
Writers Association — and the voting wasn’t even close. 
Slavin received 73 of the 100 available first-place votes and 
totaled 827 points. Spurgeon was a distant second with 223 
total points and just one first-place vote. Matthews was third 
with 188 points, and eight first-place votes. 

Of note, Aleksander Barkov of the Florida Panthers, who just 
won the Selke Trophy for the best defensive forward this 
week and has previously won the Lady Byng, was fourth in 
voting this year, and garnered four first-place votes.  

Slavin became the second Hurricanes player in franchise 
history to receive the Lady Byng, following former Canes 
captain Ron Francis — later the team’s general manager — 
who won in 2001-02. 

Francis presented Slavin with the award Saturday. 

“I think (Slavin) represents this award to a ‘T,’” Francis said 
in a prerecorded presentation. 

“It’s exciting,” Slavin said. “It’s an awesome honor to be 
awarded this award.” 

Slavin addressed Francis directly during the announcement. 

“I have you to thank,” Slavin said. “You brought me into this 
league, so thanks to you, thanks to my management, 
coaching staff and Hurricanes organization now.” 

Slavin’s selection came two days after the Canes’ Rod 
Brind’Amour received the Jack Adams Award as the league’s 
coach of the year. Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic also is a finalist 
for the Calder Trophy given the NHL’s rookie of the year. 

Slavin, 27, has been a fixture in the Canes’ top defensive 
pairing, with or without Dougie Hamilton, the past three 
years, and serves as an alternate captain. He has 

represented the Canes at the All-Star Weekend, filling in for 
an injured Hamilton in 2020 in St. Louis and winning the 
accuracy shooting contest during the NHL All-Star Skills 
Competition. 

Slavin’s style of play is hard and clean. He had just two 
penalty minutes — a delay-of-game minor for a puck over 
the glass — in 52 games played. Slavin’s 0:02 PIM per game 
in 2020-21 was a career low, and his 60 career penalty 
minutes are the fewest penalty minutes of any defenseman 
playing at least 350 games since 2015-16, his rookie season. 

A former fourth-round draft pick by Carolina, Slavin averaged 
a team-high 22:59 in ice time in the 2020-21 season. A 
positionally sound and savvy D-man, he led the Canes with 
87 blocked shots and was second with 24 takeaways.  

A man of strong faith, Slavin’s sportsmanship on the ice is 
unwavering. He does not use profanity. He does not trash-
talk opposing players and rarely complains to the game 
officials. 

“My wife and daughter have played a huge role in how I 
conduct myself on and off the ice,” Slavin said. “They’re 
around me, they’re my first line of support.” 

Slavin and Spurgeon are the first two defensemen to be 
named finalists since Brian Campbell, then with the Florida 
Panthers, won in 2011-12. Campbell was the first 
defenseman to win the award since Detroit’s Red Kelly in 
1954, and just the fourth defenseman overall. 

“Hopefully some more defensemen start winning it in the 
future,” Slavin said.  

Brind’Amour has called Slavin “as valuable as any 
defenseman in the league.” When Slavin missed a few 
games in this year’s playoffs with a lower-body issue, 
Brind’Amour was quick to note his absence was a “big deal.” 

Slavin was awarded the 2020 Rod Langway Award by the 
PHWA for the defenseman who “best excels in the defensive 
aspect of the game,” beating out Victor Hedman of Tampa 
Bay and Roman Josi of Nashville. Langway twice won the 
Norris Trophy, a Stanley Cup with Montreal and is a member 
of the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

The Lady Byng has been awarded since 1925. Frank 
Nighbor of the Ottawa Senators won it the first two years. 
More recently, former Detroit star Pavel Datsyuk won four 
straight years (2006-2009), and former Tampa Bay forward 
Martin St. Louis won three out of four seasons.
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Believe it or not, Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin is as genuine as they come  

By Justin Pelletier  

Reporters — most of the good ones, anyway — have an 
ingrained sixth sense that alerts them when they’re being 
played.  

Something sounds a little off, a little funny, a little too good to 
be true, and it triggers an investigative trait that oftentimes 
leads to time-consuming research, culling phone records or 
looking up long lost relatives to find the slightest bit of 
impropriety, or any reason to further doubt what they’ve 
heard. 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin might trigger 
one of those too-good-to-be-true reactions, save for one 
slight problem: There is nary a hint of inauthenticity nor 
insincerity surrounding the crafty defenseman. 

At 6-foot-3 and 207 pounds, Slavin physically fits the mold of 
a shutdown NHL defenseman. He’s tall, he’s strong, he can 
maneuver in tight spaces, his passing is on point and his 
stickwork is exemplary. 

He played nearly 23 minutes a game during the regular 
season (22:59 to be exact), and logged more than 26 
minutes of ice time in the team’s final game of the playoffs 
against Tampa Bay.  

Here’s that “too-good-to-be-true” part: He didn’t take a single 
penalty in the eight playoff games.  

Even scarier and more unbelievable? He took a single 
penalty — that’s one. Uno. Un. Ein. — in the regular season, 
during which he played 52 games out of a possible 56. And 
that one penalty? An automatic two minutes for accidentally 
floating the puck over the glass in the defensive zone. No 
poor stickwork. No flailing elbow. No errant glove hand. 
Nothing.  

“The way I like to go about the game, obviously, is try to stay 
out of the box, I definitely don’t try to take penalties,” Slavin 
said Saturday during a league news conference. 

No kidding.  

His reputation for clean but aggressive play earned him a 
pretty nice stick-tao from the league Saturday, and a pretty 
nice piece of hardware to go with it. Slavin was awarded the 
Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, indicative of the NHL player 
who best combines sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct 
with a high standard of playing ability. 

“I’m not that physical of a guy, I like to use my stick a lot, and 
so in doing that, I need to make sure my position on the ice 
is solid ...” Slavin said. “It’s a combination of skating and 
stickwork and not playing too physical.” 

Faith and family 

Slavin’s approach to playing hard, clean hockey started 
early, instilled at a young age by one of his early coaches — 
his father, Robert. 

“He’s been such a role model in my life, on and off the ice,” 
Slavin said of his father, appropriately honoring the man on 
Father’s Day weekend. “As a player, he always just told me 

to work hard, stay humble and leave the rest to God, and 
that’s how I try to go about every day in the rink and my life.” 

As he grew, Slavin leaned heavily on a couple of 
foundational pillars: his faith and his family. 

“Just being able to share the love of Christ to the world 
through the love of hockey, on and off the ice, that’s why I’ve 
been given this platform, and just being able to share the 
love with everybody,” Slavin said, not at all caring whether he 
sounded preachy. “It’s pretty special to me.” 

He did not sound preachy. It’s all genuine. Refreshingly 
genuine, much like the change in the tone of his voice and 
the obvious smile that crosses his face when he has the 
chance to talk about his wife, Kylie. 

“As I’ve grown up a little bit, my wife has been such a huge 
support in my life on and off the ice, making sure home life is 
home life and not bringing things from hockey back to the 
house,” Slavin said. “Honestly, I think if it was up to her, I’d 
be a little bit more aggressive on the ice and try to hit people 
a little bit more. She’s been such a huge support system to 
me.” 

Support and motivation 

Drafted in the fourth round of the NHL Draft in 2012 out of 
the USHL while playing for the Chicago Steel, Slavin played 
another season on the junior circuit before playing for two 
seasons at Colorado College. In that second season at CC, 
he had a modest 17 points, but was a disappointing minus-
28. 

But he had just two penalty minutes in 34 games, a 
harbinger of things to come. 

The following season, he turned pro. After just 14 games 
with the American Hockey League Charlotte Checkers, 
Slavin made his NHL debut for the franchise that drafted him, 
the Carolina Hurricanes, then guided by GM Ron Francis, in 
2014. Just shy of seven years later, it was Francis, now with 
the upstart Seattle Kraken, who presented Slavin with his 
Lady Byng Award. 

“When I found out (Francis) was presenting the award, it was 
super special,” Slavin said.  

Francis himself won the Lady Byng in 2001-02, the only 
other Hurricanes skater to win the award. Francis won the 
award three times in all. 

“Knowing the player that he was, and himself winning this 
award, it was super special,” Slavin said. “He had a big part 
in me coming into the league, and giving me the opportunity 
to have my rookie year and instilling some confidence in me.” 

The quiet, humble-yet-hulking defenseman still feels like the 
best is yet to come for his Hurricanes brethren, and tried his 
best to deflect the praise he so richly deserved on the dais to 
others on his team — and on the bench, choosing also to 
point out Jack Adams Award-winning coach Rod Brind-
Amour’s recent NHL trophy win instead of his own. 

“We’ve been trending in the right direction the past couple 
years,” Slavin said. “Rod is so deserving of the award he got 
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this year, the coach that he is, is awesome, but he’s just that 
much better of a person.” 

Slavin truly believes the team is headed the right way, too, 
and that has little to do with the trophies the team has been 
collecting. 

“It is nice to have that recognition, but we know as an 
organization we have a lot more to give, and obviously we all 

want to achieve that ultimate goal of lifting the Stanley Cup 
one day so we don’t want to stop until we get there.” 

Slavin knows a bit about perseverance, about being a good 
teammate, and about being a good person. 

And that’s the truth.

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Jaccob Slavin wins Lady Byng as NHL’s most gentlemanly player 

The Carolina defenseman is the first blueliner to win the 
award since 2012 

By Cory Lavalette 

Thirty. 

That’s how many penalties Carolina Hurricanes defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin has in 460 career NHL games over his six 
seasons. That includes no penalties in 31 postseason games 
and just one in the 60 games he played this season. 

And the one penalty? A crime against no one — a delay of 
game penalty for shooting the puck over the glass. 

So it’s no surprise that Slavin was named the winner of the 
Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, given annually “to the player 
adjudged to have exhibited the best type of sportsmanship 
and gentlemanly conduct combined with a high standard of 
playing ability.” 

“Just the way I like to go about the game, obviously, is try to 
stay out of the box,” Slavin said in a Zoom call during the first 
intermission of Saturday’s Lightning-Islanders game after he 
was named the winner. “I definitely don’t like taking 
penalties, but I’m not that physical of a guy. I like to use my 
stick a lot. 

“And so in doing that, I have to make sure that my position 
on the ice is solid and making sure I’m setting myself up for 
success. Using skating ability and just trying to make sure 
that my angles are good. … It’s a combination of just skating 
and stick work and not playing too physical.” 

But Slavin’s dedication to gentlemanly play goes well beyond 
the number of penalties that are called against him. 

“It has everything to do with the person God’s created me to 
be and how I conduct myself,” said Slavin, who has spoken 
frequently about his Christian faith and the role it plays in his 
life. “I want to live a life that glorifies him. … Kind of like the 
Golden Rule — treat everybody how you want to be treated 
and going about my life in that way and in a way that 
everything that I do I want to glorify him.” 

Slavin received 73 first-place votes and appeared on 90 of 
the 100 ballots submitted by members of the Professional 
Hockey Writers Association. Minnesota defenseman Jared 
Spurgeon finished second in this year’s voting, followed by 
Toronto’s Auston Matthews. Hurricanes forward Teuvo 
Teravainen received one third-place vote. 

Slavin finished fourth in the voting last season and has 
received votes for both the Byng and Norris Trophy (given to 
the NHL’s top defenseman) each of the past four seasons. 
Slavin is just the fourth defenseman to win the Lady Byng 
and the first since Chicago’s Brian Campbell in 2012. He 
also joined Ron Francis (2002) as the only two players in 
franchise history to win the award. 

Francis, a three-time winner who was Carolina’s general 
manager when Slavin broke into the league, announced 
Slavin as the recipient for the 2020-21 season. 

“He kind of is the one that brought me into this league,” 
Slavin said of Francis, “and knowing the player that he was 
and have himself winning this award is super special. He had 
a big part in me coming into the league and just giving me 
the opportunity that I had my rookie year. … To be presented 
the award by him was something that was truly special.”
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Slavin Recognized for Elite and Gentlemanly Play 

Slavin becomes just fourth defenseman ever to win Lady 
Byng Trophy 

By Michael Smith 

Jaccob Slavin hung his head, tapped his stick blade along 
the top of the boards and grimaced. 

After flipping the puck over the glass from behind his own 
net, he was in the penalty box in the second period of a 
game against the Florida Panthers in early March. 

"I definitely remember it, and I'm just thankful they didn't 
score on the power play," Slavin recalled. "I don't take a lot 
of penalties, so when I'm in there, I don't like it." 

It was the one - one! - penalty that Slavin took all season, 
this from the Carolina Hurricanes' top-pairing defenseman 
who logged 1195:05 of total time on ice in 52 games, often 
tasked with shutting down the opposing team's best. He's a 
critical part of the team's penalty kill, too, and he employs his 
stick quite a bit, utilizing his long reach to interrupt an odd-
man rush, poke the puck away from an opponent or clog up 
a passing lane. 

Yet, there was just that single, solitary penalty. No 
obstruction and no stick infractions, despite the fact that he 
paced the team in average ice time per game. 

In recognition of his defensive prowess and keen ability to 
remain out of the penalty box, Slavin was named the winner 
of the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy on Saturday night. The 
award is given annually to "the player adjudged to have 
exhibited the best type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly 
conduct combined with a high standard of playing ability." 

That, in 22 words, perfectly describes Slavin the player and 
Slavin the person. 

"It's awesome. I'm honored. Personally, I think it's really cool 
because I know that it's not by my doing that I'm winning this 
award. It's by Christ living through me and my life being 
changed because of Him," Slavin said. "The way I want to 
live my life, I want to glorify God in everything I do. It speaks 
to the spirit working in me, what God has called me to do on 
this earth and to love people how Christ loves them." 

Slavin is just the fourth defenseman to ever win the award. 
Brian Campbell of the Florida Panthers was the most recent 
to do so in 2012. You then have to go all the way back to 
1954 - 1954! - to find Red Kelly's name as the next most 
recent defenseman to win the award. 

It's a curious trend that defensemen are so often overlooked 
for the Lady Byng. 

"My best guess is just because typically we're having to try to 
stop the forwards from scoring, so sometimes penalties just 
end up happening," Slavin offered. "That's my best guess. 
I'm not sure why it's that way." 

The award itself is somewhat of a nebulous concept. How do 
you measure "sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct 
combined with a high standard of playing ability"? The 
answer seems to fall somewhere on the spectrum of a really 
good hockey player who doesn't take a lot of penalties. Had 
Slavin taken a second or third penalty this season? "Well, 
there goes the Lady Byng," would have been the Twitter-
worthy quip - and, strangely, it probably would have been 
accurate. 

So, what's the secret? How is Slavin able to log the quality 
minutes he does while also avoiding the sin bin? 

"I just try to put myself in good positions where I don't have 
to be reaching or lunging, and being able to skate well helps. 
I try to get myself in those positions and make sure my 
angles are good," he said. "It's just knowing my game and 
trying to set myself up for the best success I could have." 

The penalty box is something he's seemed to have an 
aversion to for his entire career, dating back to his days in 
youth hockey. 

"Even when I was a kid, I hated taking penalties," he 
laughed. "I hated the feeling of being penalized." 

Based on his reaction to the delay of game call on March 7, 
that feeling hasn't gone away. Thankfully, the two long 
minutes he spent in the penalty box didn't cost him award 
consideration. He could have and probably should have 
been in the conversation for the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy 
in the past, but in his sixth NHL season, Slavin was finally 
recognized among the league's elite and most gentlemanly. 
It's tangible validation for not only him but also for the 
success the Canes had in the 2020-21 season. 

"We all wish we had a better ending," Slavin said. "You could 
say a lot of guys in our room could have been nominated for 
the Lady Byng, as well, because we have such great 
character guys and players in our locker room."
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Slavin of Hurricanes wins Lady Byng Trophy for gentlemanly conduct 

Defenseman took one minor penalty in 52 games this 
season 

By David Satriano 

Jaccob Slavin of the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday won 
the Lady Byng Trophy, awarded annually to the NHL player 
voted to best combine sportsmanship, gentlemanly conduct 
and ability. 

Slavin, who led the Hurricanes this season with 22:59 of ice 
time per game, was assessed one minor penalty in 52 
games, for delay of game/puck over glass, and often played 
against the opposing top line. It was the fewest penalty 
minutes among NHL skaters who averaged at least 20 
minutes per game (minimum 10 games). 

"Just the way I like to go about the game, obviously, is to try 
to stay out of the box," Slavin said. "I definitely don't like 
taking penalties. I'm not that physical a guy. I like to use my 
stick a lot, and so in doing in that I have to make sure my 
position on the ice is solid and making sure I'm setting myself 
up for success using skating abilities, and just trying to make 
sure my angles are good. … It's the combination of skating 
and stickwork and not playing too physical." 

Slavin scored 15 points (three goals, 12 assists), was plus-
22 and averaged 2:43 of shorthanded ice time per game. He 
is the fourth defenseman to win the award and second since 
1954. 

"It's exciting, and hopefully some more defensemen start 
winning it in the future," Slavin said. "It's an awesome honor 
to be able to be awarded this award." 

Slavin helped Carolina (36-12-8) finish first in the eight-team 
Discover Central Division and qualify for the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs for a third straight season. A first-time finalist, Slavin 
is the first Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers player to win the 
award since Ron Francis in 2001-02. 

Francis, who presented the award to Slavin, was Hurricanes 
general manager when Slavin was selected in the fourth 
round (No. 120) of the 2012 NHL Draft. Francis is GM of the 
Seattle Kraken, who will begin play in the NHL next season. 

"He's the one that brought me into this league," Slavin said, 
"and knowing the player that he was and himself winning this 
award was super special. But he had a big part in me coming 
into the League and just giving me the opportunity that I had 
my rookie year, instilling some confidence in me, just giving 
me that opportunity. So to be presented the award by him 
was something that was truly special." 

Slavin has 60 penalty minutes in 429 regular-season games 
and has had 10 or fewer penalty minutes in four of his six 
NHL seasons. He has no penalty minutes in 31 playoff 
games. 

Minnesota Wild defenseman Jared Spurgeon was second, 
and Toronto Maple Leafs center Auston Matthews third as 
the other finalists for the award, which was voted on by the 
Professional Hockey Writers Association. 

Bill Quackenbush (1949), Red Kelly (1951, 1953, 1954) and 
Brian Campbell (2012) are the other defensemen to win the 
award. 

2021 Lady Byng Trophy voting 

Points (1st-5th) 

1. Jaccob Slavin, CAR 827 (73-9-6-1-1) 

2. Jared Spurgeon, MIN 223 (1-17-14-5-9) 

3. Auston Matthews, TOR 188 (8-6-10-5-1) 

4. Aleksander Barkov, FLA 187 (4-14-8-2-3) 

5. Artemi Panarin, NYR 159 (2-13-5-6-5) 

6. Roope Hintz, DAL 117 (0-7-7-8-9) 

7. William Karlsson, VGK 104 (0-5-7-9-7) 

8. Anze Kopitar, LAK 73 (1-1-4-10-6) 

9. Ryan Pulock, NYI 65 (0-4-4-5-2) 

10. Christopher Tanev, CGY 43 (0-3-3-1-4) 

11. Nathan MacKinnon, COL 42 (3-1-1-0-0) 

12. Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 39 (2-1-1-0-7) 

13. Nate Schmidt, VAN 39 (0-4-2-0-1) 

14. Cale Makar, COL 38 (0-1-2-6-3) 

15. Cam Atkinson, CBJ 37 (1-2-1-2-2) 

16. Mark Scheifele, WPG 33 (0-2-1-3-5) 

17. Josh Bailey, NYI 28 (1-0-1-3-4) 

18. Patrick Kane, CHI 24 (0-1-2-2-1) 

19. Sean Couturier, PHI 22 (0-0-3-1-4) 

20. Connor McDavid, EDM 21 (1-0-2-0-1) 

21. Marc-Andre Fleury, VGK 20 (2-0-0-0-0) 

22. Brayden Point, TBL 20 (0-2-0-1-3) 
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23. Joe Pavelski, DAL 20 (0-1-2-1-0) 

24. Mitchell Marner, TOR 18 (0-1-1-2-0) 

25. Patrick Marleau, SJS 17 (1-1-0-0-0) 

26. Alex DeBrincat, CHI 15 (0-0-2-1-2) 

27. Patrice Bergeron, BOS 13 (0-1-0-2-0) 

28. Victor Rask, MIN 12 (0-0-2-0-2) 

29. Nicklas Backstrom, WSH 12 (0-0-1-2-1) 

30. Adam Fox, NYR 12 (0-0-0-3-3) 

31. Ryan O'Reilly, STL 11 (0-0-1-2-0) 

32. Tyson Barrie, EDM 11 (0-0-1-1-3) 

33. Alex Iafallo, LAK 11 (0-0-0-3-2) 

34. Jason Spezza, TOR 10 (0-1-0-1-0) 

35. Jared McCann, PIT 7 (0-1-0-0-0) 

35. Filip Zadina, DET 7 (0-1-0-0-0) 

37. Nick Leddy, NYI 7 (0-0-0-2-1) 

38. Jack Campbell, TOR 6 (0-0-1-0-1) 

38. Phil Kessel, ARI 6 (0-0-1-0-1) 

40. Miro Heiskanen, DAL 6 (0-0-0-2-0) 

40. Jack Hughes, NJD 6 (0-0-0-2-0) 

42. John Carlson, WSH 5 (0-0-1-0-0) 

42. Roman Josi, NSH 5 (0-0-1-0-0) 

42. Vladimir Tarasenko, STL 5 (0-0-1-0-0) 

42. Teuvo Teravainen, CAR 5 (0-0-1-0-0) 

46. Jonas Brodin, MIN 3 (0-0-0-1-0) 

46. Andy Greene, NYI 3 (0-0-0-1-0) 

46. Philipp Grubauer, COL 3 (0-0-0-1-0) 

46. Trevor Lewis, WPG 3 (0-0-0-1-0) 

46. Ryan McDonagh, TBL 3 (0-0-0-1-0) 

46. Travis Zajac, NYI 3 (0-0-0-1-0) 

52. Kevin Lankinen, CHI 1 (0-0-0-0-1) 

52. Alec Martinez, VGK 1 (0-0-0-0-1) 

52. Valeri Nichushkin, COL 1 (0-0-0-0-1) 

52. Victor Olofsson, BUF 1 (0-0-0-0-1) 

52. Max Pacioretty, VGK 1 (0-0-0-0-1) 

52. Mika Zibanejad, NYR 1 (0-0-0-0-1) 

Points allocation: 10-7-5-3-1 (1st-2nd-3rd-4th-5th)

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Jaccob Slavin wins Lady Byng Memorial trophy 

NEW YORK (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin won the Lady Byng Memorial trophy for 
sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct Saturday, becoming 
the fourth blue-liner to win the award. 

The 27-year-old from Denver received 73 of 100 first-place 
votes submitted by members of the Professional Hockey 
Writers Association. 

Minnesota Wild defenseman Jared Spurgeon was second, 
followed by Toronto forward Auston Matthews. 

Slavin had three goals and 15 points while averaging a team-
high 22:59 minutes over 52 games this season. He was 
assessed just one penalty for delay of game (puck over the 
glass), while facing opposing teams’ top lines. 

Florida’s Brian Campbell in 2012 was the last defenseman to 
earn the honor, which was first presented following the 1924-
25 season. 

Red Kelly was a three-time winner, including once as a 
forward. Bill Quackenbush, in 1949 with Detroit, is the other 
defensemen to have won.
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The Dougie Hamilton derby: Where could the Carolina Hurricanes defenseman end up? 

By Greg Wyshynski 

The Carolina Hurricanes would like to re-sign unrestricted 
free-agent defenseman Dougie Hamilton. But Hamilton and 
his reps believe the market will produce a contract offer 
richer than what the Hurricanes want to spend on the 
talented 28-year-old. 

In an unorthodox move, the Hurricanes gave Hamilton their 
blessing to find out if that opportunity exists, well over a 
month before the start of free agency. 

"We've had discussions with Dougie and his representation. 
There's a difference of opinion right now. So we can either 
wait until July 28 and then if we're unable to sign him, he can 
walk away for free. So maybe if he finds out that there is 
something out there that makes sense, we can trade him and 
pick up an asset. Or we still have the opportunity to sign 
him," said Carolina GM Don Waddell this week. 

Hamilton will have his suitors, to be sure. He was eighth in 
scoring among defensemen this season, with 42 points in 55 
games. He's long been an analytics darling, pushing play 
and helping the Hurricanes dominate in puck possession. 
Since 2018-19, Hamilton has 52.3 expected goals scored 
above average, second among all defensemen. 

"The door is wide open here. We love Dougie. He's been 
good for this franchise. We're certainly all hoping that he 
comes back, but we didn't want to wait until July 28. So we 
got a head start on it," said Waddell. 

If Hamilton finds the contract he's looking for now, here's 
how it could play out: 

 The Hurricanes sign him to an eight-year contract 
extension, as NHL free-agent rules say that only his 
current team can do eight instead of seven (one 
more team can do this, which we'll get to in a bit) 

 They trade Hamilton to the team that's willing to pay 
him what he wants over an eight-year period, in 
exchange for an asset, after having added that 
eighth year on the deal. 

Hamilton gets his deal. Team X gets Hamilton. The 
Hurricanes get a little something for the effort. 

Evolving Hockey projects that Hamilton's next contract is 
likely seven years with an average annual value of $8.476 
million. Last season's free-agent prize defenseman Alex 
Pietrangelo signed for seven years and $8.8 million annually 
with the Vegas Golden Knights, for comparison's sake. 

But Hamilton isn't the only top-tier, right-side defenseman 
potentially available. Columbus Blue Jackets star Seth Jones 
has one year left on his contract, and has declared that he'll 
test free agency after next season, fueling speculation that 
he could be traded this offseason. That said, Jones will 

probably generate more in a trade given the year left on his 
contract; Hamilton, if it's not a sign-and-trade, might not. 

Where might Dougie Hamilton be skating next season? Here 
are 11 possible destinations worth considering: 

Note: Projected 2021-22 cap space is per CapFriendly. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

2021 record: 24-25-7, 6th in Central 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $4,586,846 

There's strong speculation around the NHL that the 
Blackhawks are going to add a significant piece to their back 
end this offseason. Having a top-pairing defenseman would 
enable them to reduce the role of Duncan Keith, which is 
ideal for him at this stage of his career. They're going to have 
a lot of cap space opened this summer -- remember Brent 
Seabrook and Andrew Shaw have both hung up their skates, 
so that number above will rise -- which puts them squarely in 
position for a run at Dougie. 

The availability of Seth Jones complicates things: His agent 
Pat Brisson represents Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, 
and reportedly has a solid relationship with GM Stan 
Bowman. But Jones has another year on his contract, while 
Hamilton could be had without trading a significant return. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

2021 record: 18-26-12, 8th in Central 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $23,861,638 

Remember last offseason, when the top defenseman 
available (Alex Pietrangelo) was replaced on his old team 
(St. Louis) by the second-best defenseman available (Torey 
Krug)? The odds that the Blue Jackets trade Jones and then 
sign Hamilton are long, although it would mean he could 
slide next to Zach Werenski on the top pairing -- that's not a 
bad place to be. But the Jackets seem like they're going to 
enter a downcycle that wouldn't include breaking the bank for 
a veteran free agent. 

Florida Panthers 

2021 record: 37-14-5, 2nd in Central 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $8,881,629 

The Panthers and Hamilton seem like an ideal match, 
although it would take some roster reconfiguration; namely, 
finding a way around Keith Yandle's no-movement clause to 
open up his $6.35 million in cap space. Going from Jaccob 
Slavin to MacKenzie Weegar as a defense partner would be, 
in some ways, a lateral move for Hamilton. Yes, Weegar's 
that good. This would also be the kind of low-key market that 
might appeal to Hamilton -- like the one he's in now. 
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Edmonton Oilers 

2021 record: 35-19-2, 2nd in North 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $21,345,841 

Another offseason, another offensive defenseman potentially 
on the Oilers' radar. Tyson Barrie was a nice one-year fix for 
Edmonton, but far from the long-term solution Hamilton could 
provide. Assuming they re-sign Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, 
Edmonton will still have considerable cap space to work with 
this offseason, and could create even more of it. A James 
Neal buyout, coupled with right-side defenseman Adam 
Larsson leaving as a free agent, and that's Hamilton's cap hit 
right there. But it takes two to tango: After his last stint with a 
team in Alberta, does he want to go back? 

Los Angeles Kings 

2021 record: 21-28-7, 6th in West 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $20,490,412 

The Kings are still emerging from their rebuild, and hence 
have considerable cap space heading into the offseason. 
They have Drew Doughty on the right side, and that could be 
a boon to Hamilton, who's a better No. 2 defenseman. GM 
Rob Blake knows a thing or two about offensive 
defensemen. Hamilton would bolster the Kings' back end, 
right at a time when the team is looking to turn the corner 
back to contention. Sometimes you just have to strike when 
the free-agent opportunity presents itself: Ask the Rangers 
how signing Artemi Panarin before the rebuild was "over" 
worked out for them. 

New Jersey Devils 

2021 record: 19-30-7, 7th in East 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $37,627,501 

The Devils have 13 players signed for next season, with 
open cap space of nearly $38 million. P.K. Subban has one 
more year left on his deal, and Damon Severson has two 
more on his, but that shouldn't deter the Devils from adding 
Hamilton to their defense corps. He plays the kind of up-
tempo offensive game the team wants to play, and one 
assumes an analytics-driven front office appreciates his 
virtues. Rumors are that the Devils were speaking with the 
Buffalo Sabres about adding Rasmus Ristolainen to their 
defense. Spend the extra $3 million annually and sign 
Hamilton instead. Or, just don't trade for Ristolainen. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

2021 record: 25-23-8, 6th in East 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $12,259,644 

The Flyers' blue line never recovered from the sudden 
retirement of Matt Niskanen before the 2021 season, and 
they have a glaring need on the right side. It's expected the 
Flyers are going to make a significant push for either 
Hamilton or Jones. Philadelphia has just over $12 million to 
work with in offseason cap space, with the expectation that 
the Seattle Kraken may open up a bit more in the expansion 
draft. The speculation is that Jones is the preference here, 
as he is a more "complete" player who carries a lower cap hit 
($5.4 million), for next season at least. 

Seattle Kraken 

2021 record: N/A 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $81,500,000 

Why Seattle? It's not the Ron Francis factor; he was gone 
from the Hurricanes before they traded for Hamilton in 2018. 
But a numbers-driven front office no doubt values what 
Hamilton can bring to the team. There's another benefit, too: 
As reported by The Athletic, a player acquired by Seattle 
prior to the July 21 expansion draft will still be able to sign an 
eight-year max contract with the Kraken prior to the opening 
of free agency on July 28. No sign-and-trade necessary. It's 
expected the Kraken are going to approach Year 1 in the 
same manner the Vegas Golden Knights did theirs: Acquiring 
a number of veteran assets on expiring or short-term 
contracts through the expansion draft and in trades, that they 
can turn into future assets. Unless, like Vegas, they suddenly 
transform into a Stanley Cup contender in their inaugural 
season. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

2021 record: 35-14-7, 1st in North 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $11,755,217 

GM Kyle Dubas has reportedly coveted Hamilton through the 
years. There was a report that he asked for Hamilton from 
the Hurricanes during trade talks involving Leafs goalie 
Frederik Andersen before this season -- which was shut 
down. Given the Toronto salary cap situation, there's really 
only one path to acquiring and signing Hamilton: Trading 
away 27-year-old defenseman Morgan Rielly, who makes $5 
million annually and is entering the last year of his contract. 
It's a path they should consider, as Hamilton's the better 
player. 

Winnipeg Jets 

2021 record: 30-23-3, 3rd in North 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $14,982,143 

The Jets have never recovered from losing four of their top 
six defensemen two offseasons ago. So one primary focus 
this summer will be building up the defense corps. "We're 
looking for that improvement on our back end, but we all 
know that," said coach Paul Maurice. Two solutions could 
come internally: Prospects Ville Heinola and Dylan Samberg, 
who along with veteran Josh Morrissey could be a solid left 
side. Adding Hamilton to the right side would give the Jets 
their best offensive defenseman since Dustin Byfuglien. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

2021 record: 36-12-8, 1st in Central 
Projected 2021-22 cap space: $27,753,918 

The last thing the Hurricanes want here, I think, is for the 
process to play out for too long. 

Let's say they make Hamilton an offer. He thinks he can do 
significantly better than on the open market. Carolina moves 
on to Plan B, whatever that might be. Hamilton discovers that 
the marketplace under the flat salary cap isn't want he 
believed it was, and tries to go back to the Hurricanes -- but 
they've already moved on. 
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Instead, the Hurricanes have given themselves and Hamilton 
just enough runway to figure things out if he discovers the 
deal he's hoping for isn't there. 

All of this traces back owner Tom Dundon. He's a tough 
negotiator. You saw it with coach Rod Brind'Amour, and 
you're seeing it with his assistant coaches. Hamilton's the 
same deal. His camp believes they know what Hamilton's 
worth. Dundon says "go out and prove it." 

Not only that, Dundon says "go out and prove it" at a time 
when teams probably aren't prepared to commit wholly to a 
contract like the one Hamilton is seeking -- especially before 
they see what players might become available around the 
expansion draft. There may not be another Dougie Hamilton. 

But maybe there's a player who is 75% of Dougie Hamilton -- 
at a considerably lower cap hit and term -- who suddenly is 
on the market. 

The signal is clear here from the Hurricanes: This is our 
timeline. We're not twiddling our thumbs until July 28. If you 
want to play in a city you like, for a defense on which you 
excel and with a coach who appreciates your gifts, then do 
your due diligence and then come back to get this done. 

The Hurricanes are there if Hamilton wants them. 

Unless someone wants Hamilton more, that is.

 

 
Defenseman Jaccob Slavin awarded NHL's Lady Byng Trophy, as Carolina Hurricanes' 
busy week of honors continues 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin on Saturday 
was named winner of the Lady Byng Trophy, a prestigious 
award among the NHL community given annually to the 
player who best combines sportsmanship, gentlemanly 
conduct and ability. 

Helping to anchor one of the league's top defensive units, 
Slavin led the Hurricanes in time of ice, at 22:59, as Carolina 
raced to a division title. The Hurricanes defeated the 
Nashville Predators in the first round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs before they were eliminated in Round 2 by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The 27-year-old from Denver received 73 of 100 first-place 
votes after being given just one minor penalty in 52 regular-
season games, finishing with three goals and 15 points. In 
the postseason, across eight games, he had one goal and 
six points, garnering 24:27 time on ice. 

The award is voted on by the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association, and this season, Slavin joined Toronto Maple 
Leafs center Auston Matthews and Minnesota Wild 
defenseman Jared Spurgeon as finalists. 

The honor is not often delivered to a defenseman, in part 
because established NHL blue liners -- given their high 
amounts of time on ice -- are often targets for penalty 
minutes. Slavin, who plays a strong and sturdy game on 
Carolina's top line, is an exception. 

"It's exciting, and hopefully some more defensemen start 
winning it in the future," Slavin said of the award, which last 
went to a defenseman in 2012, when Brian Campbell of the 
Florida Panthers was honored. "It's an awesome honor to be 
able to be awarded this award." 

The Hurricanes who ceased operations as the Hartford 
Whalers in 1997, do have a history with the Lady Byng. 
Francis won the award with Carolina in 2002. The Lady Byng 
was first presented following the 1924-25 season. 

"I have you to thank, you brought me into this league, so 
thanks to you, thanks to my management, coaching staff and 
[the] Hurricanes organization now," Slavin said to Francis, 
virtually. "My wife and daughter have played a huge role in 
how I conduct myself on and off the ice just because they are 
around me, they are my first line of support." 

Though they'd clearly like to still be playing in the 
postseason, it was an active week for the Hurricanes, 
nonetheless. On Thursday, Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
signed a three-year contract extension with the team just 
before being announced as the winner of the Jack Adams 
Award, which goes to the NHL's coach of the year. 

Brind'Amour -- like Francis, also a former Hurricanes forward 
-- finished the last year of his contract with the team this 
season. The Hurricanes were first in the Central Division, 
and he has gone 120-66-20 in three seasons, reaching the 
postseason in each.
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Brind’Amour committed to staying with Hurricanes ‘as long as I can’ 

By Emily Sadler 

The Carolina Hurricanes re-signed head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour on Thursday, and while the new contract covers 
the next three years, it feels more like another renewal of a 
lifelong pact between a Hurricane and his hockey 
community.  

“I’ve been here forever,” Brind’Amour said during a Hockey 
Central appearance Friday, one day after also being named 
winner of the Jack Adams Award as 2020-21’s NHL coach of 
the year. “This is my home.” 

Between his decade playing for the Hurricanes (including 
captaining the club to the Stanley Cup in 2006) and another 
10 years spent in player development, as an assistant coach 
and later head coach, Brind’Amour is deeply woven into the 
fabric of Hurricanes hockey — so much so that moving on 
simply wasn’t an option for him. 

“I had a hard time even thinking of going somewhere else. 
So that really wasn’t, I don’t think, an option,” he said Friday. 
“Obviously we hear the rumblings like everyone else — 
there’s a lot of teams out there that were looking for coaches. 
But for me, it was never really a consideration. 

“I think I’ll try to stay here as long as I can. When my time’s 
done coaching, I would imagine I’ll be done with it,” he 
continued. “So, we’ll see. But I’m happy that I’m gonna be 
here for next year and we’ll focus on that.” 

Throughout the season, when asked about his negotiations 
to stay on as head coach, Brind’Amour consistently spoke of 
his love for Carolina and his desire to stay put. That was the 
main takeaway from Friday’s interview and Thursday’s 

official press conference, too, from both Brind’Amour and 
general manager Don Waddell.  

Asked during Thursday’s media availability whether a 
management-type role with the club beyond coaching would 
be a possibility in the future to continue the relationship 
between Brind’Amour and the franchise, Waddell indicated a 
solid future would likely be in store:  

“I think Rod has summed it up: he’s a Hurricane. And if that 
day ever comes when he decides he doesn’t want to be 
behind the bench, I’m sure — as we’ve done with Willie here 
recently — there might be those next opportunities,” Waddell 
told reporters. 

Carolina’s former captain and recently retired Justin Williams 
was brought back into the fold in February as special advisor 
to the GM. 

“Rod has stated very clearly that he wants to be a Hurricane, 
so one way or another I’m assuming that it’ll all work out for 
not only today but for the future,” said Waddell. 

Said Brind’Amour:  

“I don’t know how long I’m gonna wanna coach — it is a 
grind. But when you have the players that I have here, they 
make you want to come back. 

“Do I want to eventually get out of it and get on the other side 
of it, sitting with Don and actually not have to grind it out 
every day and do what he’s doing, help him?” he added, with 
a little ribbing towards his GM. “Maybe. But right now the 
focus is, ‘Okay, I’m back in the seat here and we’ve got to 
get better.'”

 

Hurricanes’ Jaccob Slavin awarded 2021 Lady Byng Memorial Trophy 

Carolina Hurricanes defenceman Jaccob Slavin has been 
named the winner of the 2021 Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, 
awarded to the player “adjudged to have exhibited the best 
type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct combined 
with a high standard of playing ability.”  

In winning the Lady Byng, Slavin becomes just the fourth 
defenceman to have his name etched on the trophy, 
following Bill Quackenbush, Red Kelly and Brian Campbell. 

“It’s an awesome honour to be awarded this,” said Slavin. 

“Thanks to my management, coaching staff and Hurricanes 
organization. My wife and daughter have played a huge role 
in how I conduct myself on and off the ice, just because 
they’re around me, they my first line of support,” he 
continued. 

The Hurricanes defender received just one penalty through 
52 regular-season games in 2020-21, managing to stay out 
of the box even while skating more than 23 minutes a night 
as he helped guide his club to a division title. His lone 
penalty was a delay-of-game call for accidentally sending the 
puck over the glass.  

Slavin is the first Cane to take home the award since Ron 
Francis did so in 2002. 

The 2021 Lady Byng winner was chosen by members of the 
Professional Hockey Writers Association, who cast their 
ballots at the conclusion of the regular season. 

Minnesota Wild defenceman Jared Spurgeon and Toronto 
Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews finished second and 
third, respectively, in the voting.
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NHL teams talking to Hurricanes’ Hamilton, but no resolution imminent 

The Dougie Hamilton off-season watch is in full force and 
teams have wasted no time making their interest known in 
the Carolina Hurricanes defenceman. 

“It sounds like there’s been a lot of conversations between 
Hamilton’s agent, J.P. Barry, and teams around the league,” 
Sportsnet’s Chris Johnston said during the Saturday 
Headlines segment on Hockey Night in Canada. “You get the 
feeling here that this isn’t necessarily gonna resolve itself 
quickly. 

“He has the ability to agree to terms with a team that could 
work out a sign and trade with Carolina. The business of the 
league is slowly getting up and going again. I don’t think we’ll 
see something here for a few weeks, much closer to that free 
agency date on July 28.” 

Carolina gave Hamilton permission to talk to other NHL 
teams, opening the door to a potential sign-and-trade deal, 
after contract discussions between the team and player 
broke off during the season. With the freedom, Hamilton has 
the ability to see if there is a better deal on the market over 
what the Hurricanes are offering. 

Hamilton will be an unrestricted free agent after wrapping up 
a six-year, $34.5-million contract. He was traded from the 
Calgary Flames to Carolina in June of 2018. 

The 27-year-old recorded 10 goals and 42 points during 55 
regular season games, and added two goals and five points 
in 11 playoff games this season.

 

 

 
Hurricanes’ Slavin earns Lady Byng Trophy with truly unusual season 

By James O'Brien  

For some, half the point of the NHL Awards (and the 
Grammys, and the Oscars, and …) is to argue about who 
should or should not win various trophies. But, generally 
speaking, people don’t get a lot of passion going for Lady 
Byng Memorial Trophy debates. 

(The Lady Byng goes “to the player adjudged to have 
exhibited the best type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly 
conduct combined with a high standard of playing ability,” so 
maybe a seething Internet debate would be positively 
unbecoming for such an award?) 

Either way, if there were ever a year where people got mad 
about the Lady Byng, it would have been in 2020-2021 … if 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin did not win it. Well, 
put that (decidedly niche) nightmare to rest, because Slavin 
did indeed win the 2021 Lady Byng Trophy. 

Hurricanes’ Slavin wins 2021 Lady Byng for a truly special 
season 

In the NHL’s release, they describe Slavin as “the runaway 
winner” of the 2021 Lady Byng. That’s fair enough, as Slavin 
received 73 of the first-place votes. Compare how Slavin 
finished to second-place Jared Spurgeon (Wild) and Auston 
Matthews (Maple Leafs). 

Interestingly, Matthews received more first-place votes than 
Spurgeon (8-1). Meanwhile, Aleksander Barkov finished just 
outside the top three. Here are the top 10 Lady Byng vote-
getters, via the NHL: 

If there’s any potential for a “That’s so Internet!” debate, it 
might be that Slavin didn’t receive all of the first-place voters 
for the Lady Byng. 

Truly, it’s hard to imagine anyone pulling off Slavin’s nearly 
flawless game, considering what’s asked of a defenseman of 
his stature. Some Hockey Twitter people were just waiting to 
get mad about this. 

While that seems like a weird hill to die on, yes, Slavin put 
together an almost unthinkably clean season. 

(Yep, it’s hard for defensemen to win this thing. Slavin 
became just the fourth defenseman to win the Lady Byng.) 

Last season, people believed Slavin was “robbed” of the 
2020 Lady Byng, which Nathan MacKinnon won. Welp, no 
worries of such robberies this time around. 

2021 NHL Award finalists: 

Vezina Trophy: Marc-Andre Fleury, Philipp Grubauer, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy 
Ted Lindsay Award: Sidney Crosby, Auston Matthews, 
Connor McDavid 
Calder Memorial Trophy: Kirill Kaprizov, Alex Nedeljkovic, 
Jason Robertson 
Willie O’Ree Community Hero Award: Renee Hess, Kevin 
Hodgson, Howard Smith 
Norris Trophy: Adam Fox, Victor Hedman, Cale Makar 
Hart Trophy: Connor McDavid, Auston Matthews, Nathan 
MacKinnon 
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Slavin Joins Elite Group After Winning Lady Byng 

Slavin becomes just the fourth defenceman in NHL history to 
win the Lady Byng Trophy. 

By Mike Stephens 

Jaccob Slavin is not only a top-tier NHL defenceman. He's 
now officially a gentleman.  

On Saturday night, the Hurricanes defender was announced 
as the winner of the 2021 Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, 
awarded to the "player adjudged to have exhibited the best 
type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct combined 
with a high standard of playing ability", as voted on by 
members of the Professional Hockey Writers Association.  

With this victory, Slavin becomes just the fourth defenceman 
to ever win the Lady Byng and the first since Brian Campbell 
took home the hardware in 2012. Toronto's Auston Matthews 
and Minnesota's Jared Spurgeon finished as the runners-up.  

This might be the most obvious awards pick in recent sports 
history.  

Despite averaging more ice time per game than any other 
member of the Hurricanes, Slavin was called for a grand total 
of one minor penalty this season. That penalty? A measly 
delay of game infraction for flipping the puck over the glass -- 
meaning that, when it came to putting his opponents in 
harm's way, Slavin essentially strung together a completely 
clean campaign. Not a single accidental trip, slash, or hook. 
And when factoring in that the 27-year-old plays a game that 
constitutes slapping a piece of rubber around a frozen pond 
while wearing knives for shoes, avoiding any sort of physical 
infraction for a full season should be nearly impossible.  

But Slavin managed to do it. And now he's going home with 
the hardware to prove it.
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Jaccob Slavin wins Lady Byng 

Slavin is the first Canes player to win the award since Ron 
Francis in 2001-02.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Another day, another individual award for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. The NHL announced Friday night that 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin is the winner of the 
2021 Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, given annually to the 
player who best combines sportsmanship and gentlemanly 
conduct with a high standard of playing ability.  

Slavin is the first player to win the award for the Hurricanes 
since Ron Francis in 2001-02. Francis presented him with 
the award.  

Throughout the season, Slavin, despite playing 22:59 per 
game, often against the opposition’s best players, took just 
one minor penalty, for delay of game puck over the glass.  

The voters evidently felt this made him a worthy candidate, 
as this wasn’t a close race.  

Slavin is the fourth defenseman in NHL history to win the 
award and first since Brian Campbell in 2012. Hurricanes 
forward Teuvo Teravainen also received one third-place vote 
for the Lady Byng.  

The team’s official release follows:  

SLAVIN WINS LADY BYNG TROPHY 

Joins Francis as second player to win the award in franchise 
history 

RALEIGH, N.C. – The National Hockey League today 
announced that Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin has been selected as the winner of the 2020-21 Lady 
Byng Memorial Trophy, given annually to the player who best 
combines sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct with a 
high standard of playing ability. He is the second player in 
franchise history to receive the honor, joining 2001-02 winner 
Ron Francis. The other two finalists for the Lady Byng 
Trophy were Toronto Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews 
and Minnesota Wild defenseman Jared Spurgeon. 

Slavin, 27, tallied 15 points (3g, 12a) in 52 regular season 
games in 2020-21. He led the team with 87 blocked shots 
and ranked second with 24 takeaways. The 6’3”, 213-pound 
defenseman also averaged a team-high 22:59 of ice time per 
game while accumulating just two penalty minutes over the 
course of the season. His career-low 0:02 PIM per game in 
2020-21 ranked tied for the fourth-lowest single-season mark 
of any defenseman playing at least 41 games in NHL history. 

Since entering the NHL in 2015-16, Slavin has registered 
405 takeaways, which leads all NHL defensemen over that 
span and trails only Mark Stone (VGK, 541) and Connor 
McDavid (EDM, 408). He has also accumulated just 60 
career penalty minutes, marking the fewest penalty minutes 
of any NHL defenseman playing at least 350 games in that 
span. Slavin has been assessed just 0:08 PIM per game 
over his NHL/Hurricanes career, which ranks tied with Will 
Butcher (NJD) for the second-fewest by a defenseman in 
NHL history (min. 200 games played). The only defenseman 
in NHL history with a lower mark is Bill Quackenbush (1942-
56: 0:07), who was awarded the Lady Byng Trophy with 
Detroit in 1948-49 and again named a finalist with Boston in 
1950-51. 

Slavin recorded five assists in eight games during the 2021 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, and his 17 career postseason assists 
rank tied for fifth in franchise history and first among 
defensemen. He has yet to be assessed a penalty through 
31 career NHL/Hurricanes postseason games, and he is the 
only defenseman in NHL history who has not been assessed 
a penalty in as many playoff games played. 

Slavin is the fourth defenseman in NHL history to win the 
Lady Byng Trophy and the first to accomplish the feat in 10 
seasons, joining Quackenbush, Red Kelly (DET, 1950-51, 
1952-53, 1953-54; TOR, 1960-61) and Brian Campbell (FLA, 
2011-12). He and Spurgeon were the first two defensemen 
to be named finalists since Campbell won the award, and 
only five different defensemen have been named finalists 
since 1955-56. Brian Leetch (NYR) was also a finalist in 
1991-92, and Nicklas Lidstrom (DET) was a six-time finalist 
from 1998-99 to 2010-11.
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He said it: Slavin on winning Lady Byng 

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin spoke to the media 
after winning the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy Saturday 
night.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Awards season has been kind to the Hurricanes. After Rod 
Brind’Amour won the Jack Adams on Thursday, Jaccob 
Slavin took home Lady Byng Memorial Trophy Saturday 
night.  

Slavin spoke to the media about winning the award, here’s a 
full breakdown of everything he had to say:  

On the way he plays the game without taking penalties: I 
think the way I like to go about the game is try to stay out of 
the box. I definitely don’t like taking penalties. But I’m not that 
physical of a guy. I like to use my stick a lot. So in doing that, 
I have to make sure that my positioning on the ice is solid 
and making sure I’m setting myself up for success using 
skating abilities and trying to make sure that my angles are 
good. So in doing that, it’s a combination of skating and stick 
work, not playing too physical.  

On Ron Francis presenting him with the award: It is huge. It 
was an honor. When I found out that he was presenting the 
award, it was super special. He’s the one that brought me 
into this league. Knowing the player that he was and he 
himself winning this award, it’s super special. But he had a 
big part in me coming into the league and just giving me the 
opportunity that I had my rookie year and instilling some 
confidence in me, just giving me that opportunity. So to be 
presented the award by him was truly special.  

On being the fourth defenseman to win the award and 
getting the honor after a tough year: It’s special. I don’t know 
why there’s only been four defensemen, but I’m obviously 
honored to be able to be awarded this award. So it’s 
definitely special. But after the year through COVID and 
everything, it puts a little more into perspective just how 
much more there is to hockey. Like I said earlier in the 
interview, this award’s super special, just because I know it 
wasn’t me that won this award, it was just Christ living 
through me. And just being able to share the love of Christ to 
the world, through hockey on and off the ice, that’s why I’ve 
been given this platform, and being able to share the love to 
everybody, so it is something that is special to me.  

On the award being about the kind of person he is: It has 
everything to do with the person God’s created me to be and 

how I conduct myself. I want to live a life that glorifies him. 
So in doing that, whether it’s on or off the ice, just making 
sure, kind of like the golden rule, treat everybody how you 
want to be treated. So going about my life in that way, and in 
a way that everything that I do, I want to glorify him in. So the 
on-ice play and not taking penalties is definitely part of it, but 
more so the gentlemanly conduct and just loving people well.  

On who has influenced him: I think a lot of it has to go back 
to my Dad. He’s been such a role model in my life, on and off 
the ice, as a player, he always just told me to work hard, stay 
humble and leave the rest to God, and so that’s how I try to 
go about every day in the rink and my life, just doing 
everything that I can control. There were some times, I think, 
even when I was growing up, the moment that he stopped 
coaching me was the moment I told him to shut up on the 
bench, so even just his role in how he conducted himself and 
the way he taught me to play the game, making sure that I 
wasn’t out there cheating or anything.  

He’s been such a huge impact on my life. As I’ve grown up a 
little bit, my wife’s been such a huge support in my life on 
and off the ice, making sure home life is home life and not 
bringing things of hockey back to the house. I think if it was 
up to her, I’d honestly be more aggressive on the ice and try 
to hit people a little bit more, but she’s been such a huge 
support system to me. So I’m thankful to her, to my family, to 
everybody who’s contributed. Coaching staffs, players, past 
and present, everyone has definitely played a step along the 
way and so I’m super thankful for all of them.  

On Rod Brind’Amour winning the Jack Adams and bringing 
recognition to the Canes: It’s huge. Like you said, we 
definitely wish we were still playing and still competing for the 
cup, but we’ve been trending in the right direction for the past 
couple years. Obviously Roddy is so deserving of the award 
that he got this year, and the coach that he is is awesome, 
but he’s just that much better of a person. It’s huge to have 
him leading our group all the way, but it is nice for the Canes 
to have some recognition of the hard work that’s been put in 
by management, ownership and from top to bottom, 
coaching staff to training staff, and obviously the players 
have been a huge part of it as well. It is nice to have some of 
that recognition, but we as a Canes organization know that 
we have a lot more to give, and we obviously want to 
achieve that ultimate goal of lifting the Stanley Cup one day, 
and we don’t want to stop until we get there.
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https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/jaccob-slavin-recognized-for-elite-and-gentlemanly-play/c-325396792 

https://www.nhl.com/news/lady-byng-trophy-awarded-to-hurricanes-jaccob-slavin/c-325396966 
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https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31670180/defenseman-jaccob-slavin-awarded-nhl-lady-byng-trophy-carolina-hurricanes-busy-week-honors-
continues 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/brindamour-committed-staying-hurricanes-long-can/ 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-jaccob-slavin-awarded-2021-lady-byng-memorial-trophy/ 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/nhl-teams-talking-hurricanes-hamilton-no-resolution-imminent/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/06/19/hurricanes-slavin-earns-lady-byng-trophy-with-truly-unusual-season/ 

https://www.si.com/hockey/news/slavin-wins-lady-bing 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/19/22541828/carolina-hurricanes-lady-byng-jaccob-slavin-ron-francis 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/19/22541884/carolina-hurricanes-jaccob-slavin-lady-byng 
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Believe it or not, Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin is as genuine as they 
come 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

JUNE 20, 2021 08:00 AM 

 

Reporters — most of the good ones, anyway — have an ingrained sixth 
sense that alerts them when they’re being played. 

Something sounds a little off, a little funny, a little too good to be true, 
and it triggers an investigative trait that oftentimes leads to time-
consuming research, culling phone records or looking up long lost 
relatives to find the slightest bit of impropriety, or any reason to further 
doubt what they’ve heard. 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin might trigger one of 
those too-good-to-be-true reactions, save for one slight problem: There is 
nary a hint of inauthenticity nor insincerity surrounding the crafty 
defenseman. 

At 6-foot-3 and 207 pounds, Slavin physically fits the mold of a shutdown 
NHL defenseman. He’s tall, he’s strong, he can maneuver in tight 
spaces, his passing is on point and his stickwork is exemplary. 

He played nearly 23 minutes a game during the regular season (22:59 to 
be exact), and logged more than 26 minutes of ice time in the team’s final 
game of the playoffs against Tampa Bay. 

Here’s that “too-good-to-be-true” part: He didn’t take a single penalty in 
the eight playoff games. 

Even scarier and more unbelievable? He took a single penalty — that’s 
one. Uno. Un. Ein. — in the regular season, during which he played 52 
games out of a possible 56. And that one penalty? An automatic two 
minutes for accidentally floating the puck over the glass in the defensive 
zone. No poor stickwork. No flailing elbow. No errant glove hand. 
Nothing. 

“The way I like to go about the game, obviously, is try to stay out of the 
box, I definitely don’t try to take penalties,” Slavin said Saturday during a 
league news conference. 

No kidding. 

His reputation for clean but aggressive play earned him a pretty nice 
stick-tao from the league Saturday, and a pretty nice piece of hardware 
to go with it. Slavin was awarded the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, 
indicative of the NHL player who best combines sportsmanship and 
gentlemanly conduct with a high standard of playing ability. 

“I’m not that physical of a guy, I like to use my stick a lot, and so in doing 
that, I need to make sure my position on the ice is solid ...” Slavin said. 
“It’s a combination of skating and stickwork and not playing too physical.” 

FAITH AND FAMILY 

Slavin’s approach to playing hard, clean hockey started early, instilled at 
a young age by one of his early coaches — his father, Robert. 

“He’s been such a role model in my life, on and off the ice,” Slavin said of 
his father, appropriately honoring the man on Father’s Day weekend. “As 
a player, he always just told me to work hard, stay humble and leave the 
rest to God, and that’s how I try to go about every day in the rink and my 
life.” 

As he grew, Slavin leaned heavily on a couple of foundational pillars: his 
faith and his family. 

“Just being able to share the love of Christ to the world through the love 
of hockey, on and off the ice, that’s why I’ve been given this platform, and 
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just being able to share the love with everybody,” Slavin said, not at all 
caring whether he sounded preachy. “It’s pretty special to me.” 

He did not sound preachy. It’s all genuine. Refreshingly genuine, much 
like the change in the tone of his voice and the obvious smile that 
crosses his face when he has the chance to talk about his wife, Kylie. 

“As I’ve grown up a little bit, my wife has been such a huge support in my 
life on and off the ice, making sure home life is home life and not bringing 
things from hockey back to the house,” Slavin said. “Honestly, I think if it 
was up to her, I’d be a little bit more aggressive on the ice and try to hit 
people a little bit more. She’s been such a huge support system to me.” 

SUPPORT AND MOTIVATION 

Drafted in the fourth round of the NHL Draft in 2012 out of the USHL 
while playing for the Chicago Steel, Slavin played another season on the 
junior circuit before playing for two seasons at Colorado College. In that 
second season at CC, he had a modest 17 points, but was a 
disappointing minus-28. 

But he had just two penalty minutes in 34 games, a harbinger of things to 
come. 

The following season, he turned pro. After just 14 games with the 
American Hockey League Charlotte Checkers, Slavin made his NHL 
debut for the franchise that drafted him, the Carolina Hurricanes, then 
guided by GM Ron Francis, in 2014. Just shy of seven years later, it was 
Francis, now with the upstart Seattle Kraken, who presented Slavin with 
his Lady Byng Award. 

“When I found out (Francis) was presenting the award, it was super 
special,” Slavin said. 

Francis himself won the Lady Byng in 2001-02, the only other Hurricanes 
skater to win the award. Francis won the award three times in all. 

CANES6.SP.052802.RTW--Toronto, Canada--Carolina Hurricanes (10) 
Ron Francis, and teammate (17) Rod Brind’Amour accept the Prince of 
Wales trophy after they defeated Toronto 2-1 in overtime to win the 
Eastern Conference Championship Tuesday night at the Air Canada 
Center. stf/Robert Willett Robert Willett ROBERT WILLETT 

“Knowing the player that he was, and himself winning this award, it was 
super special,” Slavin said. “He had a big part in me coming into the 
league, and giving me the opportunity to have my rookie year and 
instilling some confidence in me.” 

The quiet, humble-yet-hulking defenseman still feels like the best is yet to 
come for his Hurricanes brethren, and tried his best to deflect the praise 
he so richly deserved on the dais to others on his team — and on the 
bench, choosing also to point out Jack Adams Award-winning coach Rod 
Brind-Amour’s recent NHL trophy win instead of his own. 

“We’ve been trending in the right direction the past couple years,” Slavin 
said. “Rod is so deserving of the award he got this year, the coach that 
he is, is awesome, but he’s just that much better of a person.” 

Slavin truly believes the team is headed the right way, too, and that has 
little to do with the trophies the team has been collecting. 

“It is nice to have that recognition, but we know as an organization we 
have a lot more to give, and obviously we all want to achieve that 
ultimate goal of lifting the Stanley Cup one day so we don’t want to stop 
until we get there.” 

Slavin knows a bit about perseverance, about being a good teammate, 
and about being a good person. 

And that’s the truth. 
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The Athletic / The hockey world’s biggest names tell us lessons learned, 
advice given and favorite memories from their fathers 

 

By Scott Burnside Jun 20, 2021  

 

For many in hockey, the notion of Father’s Day isn’t a day on the 
calendar but rather a way of life. 

Whether you’re a Stanley Cup-winning GM, an Olympic medalist and 
groundbreaking scout, a rising young NHL star or some combination of 
all of the above, the bond between father and daughter or father and son 
is something that evolves and deepens over time and that even in death 
never truly ends. 

So, on a Father’s Day that feels like we should be doing something more 
to mark the occasion given the lives we have all endured here are some 
thoughts on advice given, lessons learned and favorite memories from 
some noteworthy hockey figures. 

More than five decades later the memory resonates for Doug Armstrong, 
running unfettered in the old Olympia Arena in Detroit while his father, 
Hall of Fame linesman Neil Armstrong, prepared to officiate a game. A 
playground of dreams. One year, for Doug’s birthday, Neil took the family 
to a Red Wings-Bruins game in Boston. The family shared a commercial 
flight with the Red Wings. Neil even took Doug to meet Bobby Orr and 
Phil Esposito at the old Boston Garden. Neil had a summer job as a golf 
pro near the family home in Sarnia, Ontario, and there were charity golf 
tournaments and BBQs and sometimes Eddie Shack or Gordie Howe 
would drop by. 

“I would think nothing of it,” Doug said. “The memories are just so 
positive about my dad and watching him work.” 

Neil was considered the iron man of officials and rarely missed a game. 
When he retired, he logged almost 2,000 regular season and playoff 
games. He also worked 18 consecutive Stanley Cup Finals. 

When he was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1991 he asked 
Doug to prepare the acceptance remarks. 

“He didn’t just work in the league he was a standout professional in the 
league,” Doug said. 

After his on-ice career ended Neil went into scouting and to this day 
Doug will run into veteran scouts who met his father when they were just 
starting out in the business. Invariably they will share stories of Neil’s 
generosity and support. One of Doug’s first NHL jobs was working with 
Hall of Famers Bob Clarke and Bob Gainey. Clarke told Doug that he 
was giving him an opportunity because he had so much respect for 
Doug’s father. 

“But he said your dad’s not going to keep this job for you,” Doug recalled. 
“He didn’t push me into hockey whatsoever,” Doug added. “I just got into 
it and I really found out how much I enjoyed it.” 

As he began moving up the ranks Doug and his father would talk 
prospects and aspects of the game and strategies for team building. “I’d 
get his advice, I’d pick his brain,” Doug said. “All the things I’d watched 
him do they just sank in and I refer to that now.” 

Neil died in late 2020 after a long bout with Parkinson’s disease and 
dementia. Still, in spite of that slow, difficult decline, one day stands out 
for Doug and that was during the summer of 2019 a few weeks after 
Armstrong’s Blues won their first-ever Stanley Cup. Doug took the Cup 
back to Sarnia and, for a few hours, Neil was aware and engaged 
sharing in his son’s greatest hockey triumph. 

“He sort of was rejuvenated for four or five hours then,” Doug said. 
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This will mark the first Father’s Day without his dad and it reinforces a 
thought Doug comes back to often and that is the meaning the game has 
brought to the entire Armstrong family’s life. 

“I never forget that the NHL has been putting food on our table since 
1957 between my dad and myself,” Doug said. “He was a people person. 
He loved his job and he understood how lucky he was to have his job in 
the NHL. He never took that for granted. You couldn’t ask for a better life 
than my dad provided me.” 

Cammi Granato, U.S. Olympian, Pro Scout Seattle Kraken 

A field was across the street from the Granato house in Downers Grove, 
Ill. In the winter, Don Granato Sr. would flood a depressed area in the 
ground and create a winter playground for his six children. One night, the 
pond was unavailable. So, Don Sr. went out and flooded the family’s 
driveway and turned on the car headlights so the Granato kids wouldn’t 
miss out on an evening skate. 

“It was just so cool,” said Cammi, the fifth of six Granato children 
including former NHLer and coach Tony and NHL coach Don. Long 
before Cammi became, along with Angela James of Canada, the first 
woman inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame and the first female pro 
scout, there is this indelible hockey memory; Cammi still groggy from 
sleep standing in the living room with Saturday cartoons on the 
television, arm up for elbow pads and shoulder pads, leg up for shin 
guards before the two went out in the early morning chill to the rink. 

“That’s a really special memory for me,” Cammi said. “Because it was 
just me and my dad and you don’t get that often in a family of six.” Don 
Granato Sr. worked in the family beverage business. There were season 
tickets to the Blackhawks. And he bought his kids hockey and other 
sporting gear at the local sporting goods store. When Cammi first 
indicated she wanted to play hockey she received a pair of figure skates. 

“They thought that’s what I meant,” Cammi said. Soon the figure skates 
were replaced by hockey skates and gear. With a big family and a family 
business having dad at a game was a special treat. Cammi recalled 
getting a vicious cross-check from behind into the boards right in front of 
her father. She was in pain but she could see her dad watching intently. 
She bounced right up and continued playing. 

“I didn’t want him to know I’m hurt,” she recalled. The family home 
remains a magnet no matter where the kids’ respective careers have 
taken them. Last winter, Tony’s University of Wisconsin men’s hockey 
team stopped by for burgers all happily prepared by Don Sr. at the grill. 
During the time of COVID-19 family gatherings including annual Easter 
egg painting have all been conducted by video call and everyone, from 
young to old, takes part. In normal times, a family gathering in Illinois will 
number in the mid-20s. 

“It is like utter chaos, fun, crazy, messy, loud. There’s piles of shoes at 
door and bags everywhere and food,” Cammi said. 

As a child, Cammi would sometimes sit with her father on the couch in 
these moments. She recalls the smile on her father’s face in the face of 
all the activity swirling around him and understood that he truly was in his 
glory. 

“My dad is very quiet by nature. He’s a listener, he’s an observer. When 
he talks he means what he says,” Cammi said. 

Cammi realizes she’s much like her father; calm, reflective and 
thoughtful. She is often reminded of her father in the best ways when she 
sees the quiet kindness in her own two boys. 

“That’s where it really makes me smile,” she said, “because that’s my 
dad.” 

Sidney Crosby, Forward, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sidney Crosby’s father, Troy, was selected 240th in the 1984 draft by the 
Montreal Canadiens as a goaltender. The first time Sidney saw real NHL 
players up close was when Troy’s former junior teammate Claude 
Lemieux came to Halifax for a neutral site game between Lemieux’s New 

Jersey Devils and the New York Rangers. Lemieux looked up the 
Crosbys in the local phone book and called to ask if they wanted to come 
to the game. 

Before there were three Stanley Cups and two Olympic gold medals, 
Troy and Sidney would wear double-runner bob skates with the straps 
attached to boots or shoes at open skates at the local rink. At one end of 
the rink, there’d be a collection of sticks and balls and pucks and the two 
would play together. 

“That’s kind of my first memory of playing,” Sidney said. 

From there, to Sidney’s first organized hockey game on through the 
biggest moments in Sidney’s career, Troy has been a constant. 
Practices. Games. Street hockey outings. Basement shooting sessions. 
On-ice outings with Troy, Sidney and his sister, Taylor, a goaltender like 
her dad. 

“He was there for everything. I remember how tight he used to tie my 
skates,” Sidney said. “He made them real tight. To this day I still have my 
skates probably crazy tight because that’s just the way he tied them.” 

Troy coached older kids for a time and Sidney would follow his dad 
around the rink. Along the way, Troy would share lessons about the inner 
workings of the game. Like how important trainers and other staff were to 
a hockey team and how it was important to help and respect those 
people. 

“All those little things that as a little kid you might just go to the rink and 
play and you might not really know,” Sidney said. “I think of all those little 
lessons and all those little things, just being a good person around the 
rink and helping out and teammate and all that sort of stuff.” 

To this day Sidney is regularly among those players helping collect pucks 
at the end of a practice or morning skates. Sometimes Troy would build 
things that Sidney would use to improve his skills like a stickhandling 
maze to help with his hand-eye coordination. The two would watch 
games together talking about crafty plays and how they came about. 

“Everyone sees something different in the game,” Sidney said. “And it 
would be fun to talk to him about the games.” 

Often, their playtime illustrated the deep competitive fire in both father 
and son. Especially when Troy took shots on Sidney in goal. “He shot 
pretty hard. I don’t know if he was trying to deter me from being a goalie,” 
Sidney said. 

Sidney left Cole Harbour at 15 to play hockey at Shattuck-St. Mary’s prep 
school in Minnesota. All sorts of new experiences, classes, teammates, 
coaches and all of that had to be conveyed to his family by telephone. 

“You just feel like you’re a million miles away,” Sidney said. “I think I 
relied on him not to be just my dad but when it comes to hockey he was 
always there for advice.” 

After the Penguins made Sidney the first pick in the 2005 draft and he 
moved in with Hall of Fame owner Mario Lemieux, Troy was a frequent 
visitor to Pittsburgh. Often you would find Troy up in the corner of the rink 
watching practice or a morning skate and then he’d wait patiently for 
Sidney to go have lunch after. 

“Looking back on it I probably didn’t appreciate it as much then as I do 
now,” Sidney said. Over time the relationships extended to other family 
members. To see his father hanging out with Evgeni Malkin’s father even 
if the two couldn’t communicate easily because of the language barrier 
remains a powerful, happy memory. 

“But you could tell both of them loved it and liked being around each 
other,” Sidney said. “I remember the older guys,” he added, Bill Guerin, 
Hal Gill, Rob Scuderi, “just going out of their way to say hi to my dad and 
chat with him. And to make not only me but my family feel a part of the 
team.” 
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Sidney is closer to the end of his Hall of Fame career than the start of it 
now. But the messages and the advice have always remained constant 
from Troy. 

“It was just all about work. It’s just work ethic,” Sidney said. “It was 
always the same message and the great thing it wasn’t just about 
hockey.” Whether it was hockey or school or cutting the grass to have 
success meant putting in the work. “That hasn’t ever left me,” Sidney 
said. “It’s the greatest advice. And it’s one thing to give it but he 
represented it himself. When I think back and see the way he and my 
mom worked and the effort he put into everything. They were the hardest 
workers.” 

These days, Sidney leans on his father’s guidance through the ups and 
downs of a season, injuries or “whatever’s going on.” 

“I know I can count on him to hear me out and he knows me really well,” 
Sidney said. 

It doesn’t mean Troy agrees unconditionally with what his son says. But 
the two are comfortable enough that if Troy has a different take on a 
subject he’s not afraid to share it. 

“And that’s something I value so much and appreciate. He’s probably 
more a sounding board for me than when I was younger.” 

Matthew Tkachuk, Forward, Calgary Flames 

Matthew Tkachuk grew up watching his father, Keith, play for the St. 
Louis Blues. He was used to seeing people wear his father’s jersey in the 
stands at what was then Savvis Center. He was used to seeing his father 
score goals and see people rise to their feet in celebration. 

But for Matthew, the first time he began to understand how his father’s 
occupation was going to intersect dramatically with his own interests was 
during one of the many youth tournaments in which he and younger 
brother Brady, now an Ottawa Senators forward, took part. Teammates 
and opposing players would rush to Keith asking for autographs and 
pictures. 

Sometimes it was the parents. 

“It was always a zoo trying to get out of those rinks or trying to go 
anywhere with him,” Matthew recalled. 

While hockey was Keith’s vocation it wasn’t until the boys made it clear 
they wanted it to be their vocation, too, that Keith began to provide 
advice or constructive criticism on their preparation and play. 

“Maybe I started to listen to him a little bit more,” Matthew said. “He never 
forced hockey on us. He could care less whatever we’d have done. He’d 
have been happy if we’d done anything.” 

The best advice delivered by Keith was as simple as it was important; 
compete every day and be a good teammate. As the boys got older they 
saw how players without those qualities were quickly weeded out. 

“Now it makes total sense,” Matthew said. Despite the fact Matthew is an 
established NHL star with Calgary — or maybe because of that fact — 
Matthew and his father talk after every game either via text or phone. 
Sometimes Keith will point out elements that Matthew may have missed 
and sometimes it’s about helping Matthew sort through concerns he 
might have about his own performance. 

“He’s probably the smartest hockey guy I know,” Matthew said. 

As much as the game is central to the Tkachuk family dynamic it doesn’t 
define them. In fact, the hockey is just a byproduct of the real glue that 
binds the tightly knit Tkachuk family. It’s why the brothers are leading the 
cheering at their sister’s field hockey games. Or how the boys will dog 
each other on the golf course with Keith now playing the underdog card 
on a regular basis when falling behind. Or how Keith continues to quietly 
do charity work long after his playing career ended. 

“We have way more interests in our life than hockey,” Matthew said. 
“He’s the best dad in the world. He’s a very, very, very great guy. Very 

caring. Super, super generous. That’s the one thing that Brady and I 
really, really have tried to take from him and carry it on.” 

Does Matthew, 23, think about having his own kids someday? Maybe, in 
a vague kind of way. 

“But if I could be like him someday that would be awesome and I’m sure 
my kids would feel the same way we do about him.” 

Marc Staal, Defenseman, Detroit Red Wings 

Marc figures that his father, Henry, has probably had as many 
conversations about hockey as, well, maybe anyone. That comes with 
the territory when you have four boys who graduate from the backyard 
rink in Thunder Bay, Ontario, to the National Hockey League. But it still 
doesn’t stop Marc from picking up the phone or sending a text after 
games even though he’s closing in on 1,000 NHL games. 

“If I’ve had a tough night or a tough stretch, yeah, he’s a guy I’ll call and 
we’ll just talk,” Marc said. “It’s not necessarily for advice but sometimes 
just venting. I’ll bet he’s had 3,000 conversations like that.” 

But it doesn’t matter whether the conversations are a variation on a well-
worn theme Henry is always happy to talk — or perhaps more accurately 
listen, a rite of passage that began years ago. Marc, 34, recalled a trip 
home from a youth game before he left home to play junior hockey in 
Sudbury. 

“I knew I played bad and I was frustrated,” Marc said. “All he said to me 
was, ‘do you want some constructive criticism? It was never, oh you were 
horrible tonight.’” 

Not to suggest that the four boys didn’t come by their competitive 
instincts by chance. 

“He was crazy competitive,” Marc recalled. Men’s league hockey, golf, 
board games. “Whatever it is he’s grinding to win every time.” 

Henry played university hockey at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay 
and he was the captain of his recreational league team and the boys 
thought that was the coolest thing when they got to go and watch him 
play. There was a backyard rink and Henry and mom Linda were in 
charge of ice conditions and rink hours. 

“We bugged him about (the ice) every single day. He was like our rink 
attendant,” Marc said. “He built us a rink not because he wanted us to 
make the NHL but probably to get us out of the house for four hours a 
day. We’d come in when mom turned out the lights.” 

Henry continues to work on the farm, which predates all of the boys. 

Marc recalled four months after he and his wife had their first child, a 
daughter, calling his parents to tell them how much he appreciated all 
they’d done for him and his brothers. 

“I was just, thank you,” Marc recalled. “You don’t realize it when you’re a 
kid. The amount of love and commitment that goes into your kids.” 

Even now, Henry watches all of the boys’ games. If he can’t watch them 
he records them. 

“He was always more trying to be helpful and encouraging,” Marc said. 

Every summer the boys return to their ‘camp’ homes on a lake outside 
Thunder Bay. And every Sunday they return to the family home for soup 
after church just as they used to go to Henry’s parents’ home for soup 
every Sunday when the boys were younger. 

“It’s kind of a tradition since I was a baby,” Marc said. 

Zach Parise, Forward, Minnesota Wild 

Jean-Paul Parise played his final NHL game more than five years before 
his son Zach was born. By the time Zach was old enough to remember 
going to North Stars games at the Met Center in Minnesota his dad was 
selling insurance. But there were reminders everywhere of the place the 
game had played in J.P.’s life and those reminders would stand as kind 
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of signposts as Zach and his older brother Jordan began their own 
hockey journeys. There were pictures of J.P. in his Team Canada jersey 
from the epic Summit Series in 1972 and in his Minnesota North Stars 
jersey. 

“We had a lot of pictures growing up of him playing,” Zach said. When 
the family, including brother Jordan who is two years older and was a 
goaltender, would pull up to the Met Center Zach was amazed to see his 
dad talking to the guard in the parking lot shack and shaking hands with 
seemingly everyone he met along the way. 

“He knew everyone there,” Zach said. A few hundred yards down the 
road from the Parise house was a pond where the neighborhood kids 
would congregate in the winter. J.P. would come down to the pond at the 
beginning of outdoor season with his axe and check to make sure that 
the ice was safe and then as soon as Zach and the other kids got home 
from practice or wherever they’d been they would head to the pond. 
When dusk fell some of the parents would point their cars at the pond 
with their lights on. 

“It was just kind of what we did was hockey,” Parise said. Whether it was 
on the pond or on the street J.P. cherished those moments. 

“He loved playing with us and playing one-on-one and street hockey,” 
Zach said. “I know he really enjoyed that part.” 

J.P. helped create what would become a world-class hockey organization 
at Shattuck-St. Mary’s outside Minneapolis where Zach played for a 
couple of seasons before going to the University of North Dakota. 

“With him, it was always about work,” Zach recalled especially when it 
became clear the boys were thinking that hockey wasn’t just a pastime 
but possibly a career. “It was ‘yeah, you can do it, but it’s a lot of work,’” 

There were reminders from J.P. about his own path from Northern 
Ontario to the NHL and how he would stay on the ice to work on his shot 
or other parts of his game just so he could stay in pro hockey. When 
Zach became an unrestricted free agent in the summer of 2012 he could 
have gone pretty much anywhere but signed a 13-year deal to return to 
Minnesota and play for the hometown Wild and to be closer to his family. 
During the 2014 Olympics in Sochi where Zach was captain of Team 
USA, J.P. was diagnosed with lung cancer. He passed away less than a 
year later in January 2015. Even now Zach finds himself missing the 
ritual of talking to his dad after games or when things aren’t going as he’d 
like them to go. 

“That never changed all the way through my career,” Zach said. “That’s 
been the challenge these past few years not having that person to be 
able to chat with when things are a little tougher. He was always my go-
to person for that.” 

Sometimes there are unexpected reminders of his father’s presence in 
the hockey world. Like when Zach learned that the architect who is 
working on his new home had actually met J.P. during a goodwill trip 
during the Vietnam War. J.P. and some other players had gone overseas 
and a young serviceman approached Parise and told him that he was 
from Minnesota and he wondered if J.P. would be able to get a message 
to his mother that he was doing OK. J.P. didn’t hesitate and conveyed 
the message when he returned to the U.S. 

Years later Zach would end up playing youth hockey against this man’s 
son and now that young man J.P. met in Vietnam is helping design 
Zach’s house. Parise is a father of three including 7-year-old twins. He 
often finds himself repeating words or ideas he first heard articulated by 
his father when he was younger. 

“I think you remember what he did and how he raised us,” Zach said. 
“You remember those lessons. And there’s no doubt that you try and use 
those lessons that you learned and you put your own spin on them.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Game 4 loss provides template to take series 
vs. Golden Knights 

 

Eric Engels June 21, 2021, 1:17 AM 

 

MONTREAL — Leave it to some guy named Roy to be the overtime hero 
in Montreal. 

Yes, it was Nicolas, not Patrick, delivering a goal that saved the Vegas 
Golden Knights from a 3-1 series deficit when he scored 1:18 into the 
extra period of a game his team had no business being in. It was a game 
they’d have lost decisively if not for surprise starter Robin Lehner. 

Remaining Time -1:38 

Gotta See It: Roy outwaits Price and roofs the overtime winner 

That’s what the Montreal Canadiens have to keep in perspective as they 
head back to Las Vegas tied 2-2 with the Golden Knights in this Stanley 
Cup semifinal. They played masterfully, but just ended up on the wrong 
side of the scoreboard — much like Vegas did in Game 3. 

That’s hockey. That’s the playoffs. You move on and get ready for the 
game that’s ahead. 

“We played a pretty good game,” said Paul Byron, who scored Montreal’s 
only goal on a breakaway with 1:05 remaining in the second period and 
was even-keeling it in his post-game comments. “Could have went either 
way. They get the goal in overtime. That’s the way it is. It’s 2-2. We go 
back to Vegas focusing on the next game, how to get better and you 
have a big push for the next one.” 

Remaining Time -1:14 

Byron goes upstairs on Lehner to get the first goal in Game 4 

Before then, the Canadiens will roll the video clips and see they did just 
about everything right to take a stranglehold in this series. They’ll see the 
19 blocks they came up with, 40 hits they threw to win most the battles 
and the strong stick work they employed to keep the Golden Knights 
away from Carey Price. 

Stream the Stanley Cup Playoffs with Sportsnet NOW 

Livestream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, blackout-free. Plus 
get the NHL Draft, Free Agency, Blue Jays & MLB, NBA Playoffs 
matchups and more. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

They’ll look at the numbers and see they held one of the deepest and 
most potent offensive teams in the NHL to zero high-danger chances 
through regulation and say to themselves that if they do half as well 
moving forward, the outcome they desire will be there for them. 

That the Canadiens seem to already know that going into the layover 
process is the first key step. 

“I just popped my head in quick when the guys came in,” said Canadiens 
stand-in coach Luke Richardson. “It’s a little bit of deflation. You put that 
much effort in, play a solid game, but (Corey Perry and Shea Weber) told 
the guys, ‘It’s back to business. It’s part of the job and we’re playing well.’ 

“You can always make some alterations, and we’ll look at it and correct a 
few things or add a few things and be ready for that next game. We knew 
it was going to probably be a long series (with) the way we are playing. 
And obviously they’re a good team, so we were expecting that. We’re 
going to be ready to push next game.” 

It’ll be tough without coach Dominique Ducharme, who remains in 
quarantine after missing Games 3 and 4 of this series with COVID-19, 
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but the Canadiens have faced down challenges and come out on the 
other side of them all playoffs. 

They’ll have to solve Lehner, who rewarded Golden Knights coach Peter 
DeBoer’s bold decision to start him after Marc-Andre Fleury gave away a 
goal in Game 3 and was beat three times for a loss his team didn’t quite 
deserve. 

“He was excellent,” DeBoer said of Lehner, who made 27 saves, 
including remarkable ones on Eric Staal, Joel Armia and Cole Caufield. 
“You know what, listen, he might have the toughest job in hockey playing 
behind a legend in Flower. How he’s handled that, I think has earned the 
respect of everybody in our dressing room. And that’s not something 
people see, but it’s genuine. He’s a good man and a good teammate. He 
played a helluva game for us tonight.” 

It was only Lehner’s second game of the playoffs, with his first one a 7-1 
loss to the Colorado Avalanche in Game 1 of Round 2. His last win had 
come on May 7, and he was thrown into a pressure-packed situation 
without a parachute. 

It was one the Swede handled perfectly — especially in the first period, 
when the Golden Knights were out-shot 11-4 and out-chanced handily. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Lehner was beat on a perfect shot by Byron near the end of the second, 
and then he shut the door and allowed his teammates to take advantage 
of their best opportunities. 

Brayden McNabb got lost in coverage and scored the seventh goal the 
Vegas defence has come up with in this series to make it 1-1 with just 
over nine minutes remaining in the third period. And Roy’s overtime 
winner was scored on his own rebound — shots from seven and eight 
feet away from the net, respectively, which was the closest Vegas got to 
Price in the game. 

Remaining Time -1:02 

Brayden McNabb brings Golden Knights level with goal on Carey Price 

It was another reminder of how well the Canadiens actually played in this 
one and how tough a result it was to swallow — after they put a blanket 
on the Golden Knights all night and found a way to ignore another 60-
plus minutes of embarrassing officiating. 

“I think the other night, we started to get a little bent out of shape and 
losing our composure and our focus, but we battled through it, and I 
thought we did better as the game went along,” Richardson said of the 
way the Canadiens handled that part Sunday versus Friday. “We 
addressed that before the game today that we control what we control. 
We just have to trust that they do the right things. I thought tonight we did 
a great job.” 

It’s with that same composure the Canadiens must handle the task in 
front of them. They’ll be back in hostile territory in Game 5, with the 
crowd at T-Mobile Arena all over them, but the template is there for them 
to apply. 

“We’re playing tight defence,” said Richardson. “We’re really playing with 
good structure. Guys are paying the price and blocking shots and taking 
hits to make plays to get pucks advancing forward for us, and it’s huge 
and it becomes contagious for us. When you see a guy do it, the bench 
gets up and cheers (and) the next guy’s going out to do that. So I think 
what we want to try to do is translate all that great defence if we can and 
catch the other team and try to create some offence out of it. That’s going 
to be the next step to do to get us the win in Game 5.” 

All advanced stats courtesy Natural Stattrick. 
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Sportsnet.ca / DeBoer’s gamble to start Lehner pays off with critical 
Game 4 win 

 

Mark Spector June 21, 2021, 1:06 AM 

 

If you thought Peter DeBoer was panicking when he made the call to sit 
Marc-Andre Fleury and play his backup in Game 4, Robin Lehner would 
like to thank you for your support. 

Because in the hours before Lehner’s first star performance on Sunday 
night in Montreal, Lehner didn’t just lounge around watching the final 
round of the U.S. Open. 

Instead, he did what most professional athletes would list as the very last 
thing they would do in his situation: he combed through Twitter to see 
what the hockey world was saying about his impending start. 

“Not many people know,” Lehner began after a thrilling, 2-1 overtime win, 
“that I come to the game four hours early. I sat for two hours and 
watched you guys talk s— on Twitter about me, to get me motivated. 

“I don’t care what people think,” he added, though his actions abjectly 
dispute that declaration. 

Remaining Time -1:25 

Lehner says he used the media's twitter posts about him for motivation 

Either way, Lehner earned his “likes” on Sunday, stopping breakaways 
— 27 shots in total — and holding his team in a game that they simply 
had to have, long enough for Nicolas Roy to score in overtime. 

Roy, a little-known third-line centre, nabbed his own rebound just 1:18 
into overtime and deftly waited out a fallen Carey Price as his angle 
faded to black. Then Roy patiently flipped the puck over the Habs goalie 
and into the net like a father tossing a ball his young child. 

To make that soft a shot at that significant a moment belies a five-goal 
per season NHLer who once scored 48 and 36 goals in junior. And to do 
it in that venue, with his parents and all his in-laws in the Bell Centre 
stands…? 

Well, let DeBoer tell you how that felt to watch. 

“You couldn’t have a better ending in a better place, and a better guy for 
it to happen to,” the coach said. “English is a second language for him 
from the town he comes from (Amos, Que.), a tiny little town up in 
Northern Quebec. There’s a lot of pride in playing in the NHL and then to 
come into Montreal and score an overtime goal in front of family, friends 
and everyone watching… It’s a dream come true for a young guy. 

“It gives you goose bumps.” 

Like a kid playing Pee Wee hockey, Roy knew exactly where his family’s 
seats were — a petit herd of Golden Knights jerseys among 3,500 
Canadiens fans, like one dandelion on a perfectly shorn soccer pitch. He 
pointed to them after scoring the winner. 

Could you imagine the boys down at the Amos pub watching this 
overtime, cheering for their beloved Canadiens — until one of their own 
pots the winner for the other team? 

“It’s a pretty small town. everybody knows everybody,” said the soft-
spoken Roy. “I always dreamed about scoring at the Bell Centre, and 
doing it in overtime in the semifinals is even better.” 

So Vegas ties this series, one that seems on an inevitable charter 
towards a Saturday night Game 7 in Nevada. But after Fleury had made 
his gaffe in the final two minutes that sent Game 3 to overtime — and 
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then watched Josh Anderson win a game the Golden Knights had 
signed, sealed and delivered — the complexities around DeBoer’s 
decision to go away from their franchise goalie were numerous. 

Fleury has done so much for this franchise, folks reasoned. How can you 
bench him for making one mistake, when he has given the Golden 
Knights so much? 

Well, give DeBoer credit for having big, er, courage. 

He made the call. He stood by the call. And it was the right call. 

“My only responsibility is to the men in that room, “ DeBoer said. “The 
message to the room — and there can’t be any doubt in this — is that the 
decisions we’re going to make are for one reason only: to give us the 
best chance to win the next game. There is no other agenda. If the 
players know that, they can live with bad news.” 

Remaining Time -4:59 

Why Golden Knights have the edge over Canadiens heading into Game 
5 

So, why Lehner? 

“We just had played our 17th game in 33, 34 nights. We wouldn’t be here 
without Flower, but it’s a lot of hockey. When you look at the numbers, 
he’s tied with (Tampa’s Andrei) Vasilevskiy for most starts in the playoffs 
(15). But he’s 10 years older than Vasilevskiy. 

“The (Game 3) mishandle has nothing do with it. Our depth is our 
greatest strength in this organization. We haven’t been afraid to do it on 
defence, up front. And we’re not going to be afraid to do it in net. It’s the 
strength of the team.” 

Lehner, who has been quite open about his battles with depression and 
his mental state, has quietly settled in behind Fleury after having stolen 
the No. 1 job away in last year’s playoffs. 

“I’ve been battling hard to be a good teammate,” he said. “I don’t do the 
flashiest saves, but before the season — ever since I got out of rehab, 
and even before that in Buffalo — I’ve been putting up some pretty good 
numbers. And people act like I’m not very good, especially in our own 
town. But I got love from my teammates, my coaches, and me and 
Flower have gotten really close this season, supporting each other. 

“We don’t care about the noise. It’s just great motivation for me, and it 
was very enjoyable on Twitter today,” he said to the media over Zoom. 

“Thank you guys very much for giving me that motivation.” 
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USA TODAY / Goalie Robin Lehner gets start, helps Vegas Golden 
Knights beat Montreal Canadiens to tie series 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights tried another goaltender on Sunday night, 
and this time it paid off. 

Robin Lehner, who was shelled 7-1 by a rested Colorado Avalanche 
team the last time he was in net on May 31, was brilliant in Game 4 as 
Vegas defeated the Canadiens 2-1 in overtime in Montreal. 

The Golden Knights tied the best-of-seven Stanley Cup semifinal series 
at two games each. Game 5 is scheduled for Tuesday night in Las 
Vegas. 

Lehner, who started in place of Marc-Andre Fleury, made 27 saves, 
allowing only a second-period goal by Paul Byron. He was best in the 
third period when he stopped a breakaway by Canadiens rookie Cole 
Caufield.  

"In the pre-scout, he either goes high or he goes five-hole," Lehner said. 
"It looked like he was going five-hole, so I closed my legs." 

The Golden Knights finally beat Canadiens goalie Carey Price shortly 
after on a Brayden McNabb goal to tie the game 1-1. 

Overtime didn't last long as Nicolas Roy beat Price on a rebound at 1:18, 
giving Lehner the win.  

"I think a lot has to be said about Robin’s attitude this whole time," 
Golden Knights forward Max Pacioretty said. "He’s been the No. 1 
cheerleader on the team when he wasn’t playing. His positivity has 
rubbed off on us. … We’re just so happy to see a guy like that get 
rewarded.” 

Lehner had made most of the starts in the 2020 playoffs, which Vegas 
lost in the third round, but Fleury dominated in the 2021 regular season 
when Lehner suffered a concussion. 

Fleury was a finalist for the Vezina Trophy as top goaltender, and the two 
goalies shared the William Jennings Trophy for lowest team goals-
against average. 

Lehner said he showed up at the arena about four hours early Sunday 
and read the negative comments on Twitter about the decision to start 
him. 

"It was enjoyable on Twitter today, and thank you guys very much for 
giving me that motivation," he said. 

Fleury had started 15 of the Golden Knights' 17 playoff games, and even 
though he had a gaffe in Game 3, he also has been strong in net. 

Coach Pete DeBoer said Fleury's mishandling of the puck had nothing to 
do with his decision to sit the goalie. He wanted Fleury to have some rest 
after making so many starts and knew that Lehner would play well. 

“He might have the toughest job in hockey playing behind a legend in 
Flower," DeBoer said. "How’s he’s handled that, I think, has earned the 
respect of everybody in our dressing room. … It’s genuine. He’s a good 
man and a good teammate and played a hell of a game for us." 

Quebec native gets winner 

Roy's overtime winner was even more special because he's a native of 
Quebec and his parents, sister and several in-laws were in the stands. 

"I always dreamed about scoring at the Bell Centre," he said. "Doing it in 
overtime in the semifinals is even better." 

Monday's playoff game 

Islanders at Lightning, 8 p.m., USA. Series tied 2-2. 

USA TODAY LOADED: 06.21.2021 


