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Hurricanes broadcaster Tripp Tracy re-signs on 2-year deal: Says team took ‘tangible 
steps’ forward after past cuts 

By Sara Civian 

The Carolina Hurricanes have re-signed color commentator 
and longtime franchise ambassador Tripp Tracy to a two-
year deal. 

Tracy and Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell both 
confirmed the new agreement Tuesday. 

“I’m honestly very pleased with the way it’s worked out,” 
Tracy told The Athletic. “The way Don went about the call 
was excellent. He took the lead. He made an extremely fair 
offer. I appreciated (the call) at the time, and I will always 
appreciate it.” 

It’s no secret that Tracy and head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
are close friends, and Brind’Amour confirmed when he 
signed his three-year extension Thursday that he wanted the 
rest of the staff taken care of. Tracy signed his deal after 
Brind’Amour but credits him and “special adviser” Justin 
Williams for advocating for him. 

Tracy, who signed a one-year deal at a pay cut ahead of last 
season, confirmed the new deal is a raise in both term and 
salary. The pay cut stemmed from financial uncertainty 
surrounding COVID-19 and lost revenue without fans in the 
building. Now that fans have returned, the Hurricanes made 
good on their word that the broadcasting salaries would 
improve, and there is no bad blood over the understandable 
previous cut. 

“Don took tangible steps to appreciate the tough 
circumstances of this past year,” Tracy said. 

“Tripp is very passionate about his work and knowledgeable 
about our team and the NHL,” Waddell said. 

Coming off his first year in the role, play-by-play announcer 
Mike Maniscalco told The Athletic that while his negotiations 
haven’t started yet, he “feels something will get done.” 

“What really impressed me were the three games at home in 
the Nashville series. The bigger the game, he really, really 
did a fine job of capturing those moments,” Tracy said of 
Maniscalco. “Jordan Staal’s overtime winner in Game 5 will 
be a clip that will be replayed forever in Hurricanes history, 
and I thought he did an excellent job with that. He really 
grabbed the moment in the postseason, and I hope that 
gives him a ton of confidence moving forward. As his partner, 
I really think he did an excellent job of elevating, just like a 
player wants to elevate in the postseason.” 

First-year television host Abby Labar also confirmed to The 
Athletic that she will be back next year. 

Tracy has truly appreciated the positive reaction to his 
podcast, “Digging In,” and all the support from Hurricanes 
fans this past year. It would be hard to picture the man who 
has been with the franchise since 1998-99 anywhere else, 
especially as he took on more of a senior role following the 
departure of play-by-play announcer John Forslund after the 
2019-20 season. 

“I’m a little more exposed to it now that I’ve been on social 
media for over a year. I didn’t think I’d enjoy that as much as 
I do,” he said. “I’ve certainly felt the Caniac Nation support to 
the ends of the earth, and that means more than anything to 
me.”
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Down Goes Brown: We’re not mad, just disappointed with the 2021 playoff underperformer 
team 

By Sean McIndoe 

The NHL playoffs are an endless grind of grief and 
disappointment, a joyless slog filled with underperforming 
stars and unfair outcomes that serve no purpose beyond 
sapping whatever remaining traces of happiness might still 
exist in the deep crevices of our exhausted brains. Nobody 
enjoys any of it and there is growing consensus that 
postseason hockey should be banned. The maddening spiral 
of pointless cruelty and abject misery serves only to foster a 
sense of deep foreboding as we crawl toward our inevitable 
… 

(Checks earpiece.) 

Huh. I’m being told that all of that might only apply to Leafs 
fans. Apparently other teams occasionally win in the 
postseason? Some fans get to be … happy? That sounds 
weird to me but I guess I’ll take your word for it. 

But yeah … disappointment. Let’s celebrate it. As we close in 
on the end of the third round of this year’s postseason, it’s 
time to build out our annual team of playoff underperformers. 
We’ll go with a full 20-man roster, with at least one rep from 
each of the eliminated teams. Keep in mind that this won’t 
necessarily be the postseason’s worst performers, since that 
would include a bunch of fourth-liners who nobody expects to 
contribute. Instead, we’re going for disappointment, which 
factors in the higher expectations that some stars carry. 

Have you practiced your weary sighs and sad head-shaking? 
Good, let’s get started … 

Goaltenders 

Tristan Jarry, Penguins 

Every Penguins fan knew he’d be here, and they probably 
would have shown up at my house in protest if he wasn’t. We 
could mention the .888 save percentage or the 3.18 goals-
against average. We could focus on the 16 goals against in 
the last four games of the series. Or we could just remember 
this moment, which was probably the turning point of the 
Penguins’ postseason. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Panthers 

I feel like Jarry would be the consensus pick for the starter 
on this team, but his numbers were actually significantly 
better than Bobrosvky’s .841 save percentage and 5.33 
goals-against average, which would be enough to get you 
benched in the mid-80s Norris Division. It was enough in 
2021 too, as the league’s second-highest-paid goaltender 
lost his job not once but twice, and to two different guys. 
That’s generally a sign that a series isn’t going well. 

First pair 

John Carlson, Capitals 

Like a lot of players on this roster (and pretty much everyone 
who takes the ice in the playoffs), Carlson was playing 
through injury, in his case a bad knee. Still, a guy with a 
reputation as one of the league’s top offensive blueliners 
managed just a pair of assists against Boston, both on the 

power play, and his underlying numbers were awful. You 
could make a strong case that Dmitry Orlov was even worse, 
but Orlov wasn’t the Norris runner-up last year, so Carlson 
takes the disappointment crown. 

Colton Parayko, Blues 

It’s oddly tough to pick on too many players when a team 
gets swept in the first round, since you’ve only got four 
games to work with and plenty of candidates to spread the 
disappointment around. Still, we have to recognize Parayko, 
whose reputation has been on the rise for a few years but 
who had a rough week against the Avs. He had just one 
point, a secondary assist, and was on for seven goals and 49 
scoring chances against, according to Natural Stat Trick’s 
count. 

Second pair 

Jared Spurgeon, Wild 

The numbers were ugly, with just three points and minus-6 if 
you still use that stat. You could make the case that partner 
Ryan Suter should have the spot instead, so let’s consider 
this a group effort. The Golden Knights had a pair of go-
ahead goals including the eventual winner in the second 
period of Game 7, and the pairing was on for both, with 
Spurgeon maybe even tipping one of the goals into his own 
net. It was a disappointing showing by one of the league’s 
more underrated blueliners. 

Roman Josi, Predators 

I’ll be honest, it’s weirdly difficult to come up with a Predators 
pick this year, and I’m not sure this is the right one. I could 
go with the usual Matt Duchene pick, since he only had one 
goal, although that one was in overtime. Ryan Ellis was just 
OK. Filip Forsberg certainly has a case. But I need another 
defenseman so I’ll go with Josi, who spent the series as the 
reigning Norris winner but managed no goals and just four 
assists while being on the ice for four goals against in the 
opener. 

Third pair 

Samuel Girard, Avalanche 

On some level, it feels unfair to pick on a kid who’d just 
turned 23 when the playoffs started. But Girard was so good 
during the regular season that it really felt like we were 
watching a star have his breakout. Then he regressed in the 
playoffs, especially against Vegas. As Peter Baugh put it, 
there’s still room for growth. Apparently more than Avs fans 
had hoped, as Girard’s 14 goals against at five-on-five still 
led the entire postseason until a pair of Islanders finally 
passed him during Monday’s blowout, making him the only 
player in the top 10 who hasn’t played three rounds. 

Adam Larsson, Oilers 

The Oilers don’t have as many candidates as you might 
think, although there’s one more we’ll meet very soon. I’ll 
round out my blue line with Larsson, who had an up-and-
down season but was looking strong down the stretch, then 
had a rough go against the Jets. In four games playing 
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second-pair minutes, he was on the ice for six goals against. 
The good news is that he didn’t exactly play himself out of 
the Oilers budget as a pending UFA, but it would have been 
nice to have a more dependable option available during the 
handful of minutes a night that Darnell Nurse wasn’t playing. 

First line 

Connor McDavid, Oilers 

Let’s be crystal clear: McDavid isn’t to blame for the Oilers’ 
loss. No team loses four straight because of one guy, and 
while it’s a very hockey mindset to blame the best player in 
the world for not doing enough, Edmonton’s problems were 
elsewhere in the lineup. Still … one primary point in four 
games? Back-to-back pointless games on home ice to open 
the series, as his team dug a hole they wouldn’t be able to 
climb out of? A tough giveaway on the OT series-winner? 
McDavid wasn’t to blame, but he certainly wasn’t great in the 
series, or even all that good. Given what we know he can do, 
he has to be on this team. 

Mitch Marner, Maple Leafs 

Maybe the most obvious pick on the roster, Marner makes 
an appearance for the second straight year after running his 
postseason goal-scoring drought to 18 games and counting. 
It’s generally not great when you’re a $11 million offensive 
weapon who’s more likely to shoot the puck into the stands 
than the net. He did have four assists, which tied for second 
on the team, but his playoff struggles have become a 
dominant story on a Leafs team with lots of them. 

Fun fact: Marner is the only player to repeat from last year’s 
team. Wait, that wasn’t fun at all. 

Auston Matthews, Maple Leafs 

Matthews isn’t taking quite as much heat in Toronto as 
Marner, because Leafs fans have always preferred to focus 
on one villain at a time. Still, when you run away with the 
league goal-scoring title, fans are going to expect more than 
one goal in a seven-game playoff round. Like Marner, 
Matthews seemed to fade as the series went on, and while 
some of that is a credit to Montreal, at some point the big 
stars are expected to produce. 

Second line 

Sidney Crosby, Penguins 

Much like McDavid, Crosby isn’t to blame for a disappointing 
first-round exit. But he had just two points in six games, and 
didn’t score a goal after the opener. Also, can we just point 
out that Crosby has just six points in 14 games over the 
entirety of Pittsburgh’s last three postseasons? Maybe it’s 
time to ask some tough questions about whether (gets 
tackled and dragged away by the narrative police before he 
can finish this dumb thought). 

Jake Guentzel, Penguins 

We’ll give Crosby his usual winger, since they’re so 
unstoppable together. Like Crosby, Guentzel finished the first 
round with just one goal and one assist, and he didn’t have 
so much as a primary point at even strength. You guys, I 
think the Islanders might be OK at shutting down the other 
team’s top line. 

Taylor Hall, Bruins 

Wait, what? This one surprised me, because I’d been under 
the impression that the Hall acquisition had worked out great 
in Boston. He’d had a few highlight-reel plays, had finally 
won an actual playoff round for the first time in his career, 
and the redemption narratives were in full swing. Then I 
checked the numbers, and realized he had five points in 11 
games, including just two in the six-game Islanders series 
(and none in the three straight losses that ended the Bruins’ 
season). Is that disappointing? Maybe only based on the 
standards I made up in my own head, but he’s on the team. 

Third line 

Nazem Kadri, Avalanche 

“Stop me if you’ve heard this one before, but Kadri’s heat-of-
the-moment playoff brain cramp led to a long suspension.” 
That’s what I wrote when putting Kadri on the 2019 all-
disappointment team. It happened again this year, and his 
eight-game suspension left the Avalanche shorthanded in a 
disappointing second-round collapse against the Golden 
Knights. It’s hard to keep making this roster when you’re 
rarely even playing, but here we are. 

Mark Scheifele, Jets 

Another suspension story, this time one that ended what was 
shaping up as a strong postseason. He had five points 
through almost five full games when he decided to teach us 
all what charging looked like against Jake Evans in Game 1. 
The Jets scored just three goals in three games without him. 
You can’t blame one guy for a series his team loses in four 
straight, especially when he’s not even around for three of 
them. But the Scheifele hit really did feel like the series 
turning point. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois, Jets 

Hey, at least he didn’t get suspended, which makes him 
unique on this line. But remember when he was traded for 
Patrik Laine early in the season and we all rejoiced that 
hockey trades weren’t dead, and both players could be stars 
in their new homes? Yeah, about that. Laine’s troubles in 
Columbus have been well documented, but Dubois didn’t do 
much in Winnipeg, especially in a postseason that saw him 
manage just three assists in total while being on the ice for 
just two five-on-five goals for. 

Fourth line 

Kevin Fiala, Wild 

He had his share of chances, and his two points in the third 
period of Game 6 were the key to forcing a deciding game. 
Unfortunately, those were his only points of the postseason, 
and he was held off the board the rest of the way despite 
some decent chances. 

Charlie Coyle, Bruins 

He was banged up, but Coyle had a rough postseason, with 
just one goal and three points in 11 games. That’s not great, 
but it’s not all that far off his regular-season pace and isn’t 
why he makes the list. Instead, he cracks the roster thanks to 
being on the ice for 12 goals against at five-on-five. It was a 
bit of a PDO nightmare for a usually reliable player. 
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Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes 

I’ve got one spot left and still need a Hurricanes player, so I’ll 
put Svechnikov on the fourth line as an acknowledgement 
that he barely makes the cut. He only had two goals — one 

into an empty net, and one late in the third to cut a deficit in a 
game his team still lost. He did end up with eight points in 11 
games to make him our all-disappointment team’s leading 
scorer, so he’s got that going for him.

 

 

 

What could Alex Nedeljkovic’s next contract look like?  

Alex Nedeljkovic seems to be the Canes’ netminder of the 
future, but the fact is that he is still not fully proven with only 
a small sample size of games under his belt. 

By Ryan Henkel 

This offseason has the potential to be regime-defining for the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ front office as they look to navigate a 
series of obstacles in hopes of icing the highest-level team 
possible to continue being a true contender for the Stanley 
Cup. 

While on the surface it doesn’t look like it will be the hardest 
contract to figure out, the next deal for Alex Nedeljkovic 
could potentially solidify the goaltending position for the 
Hurricanes moving forward, so its importance is tremendous. 

There are two areas to look at for his contract: His numbers 
and his peers. 

On the first point, the rookie netminder put up outstanding 
numbers this season.  

During the regular season, he posted a 1.90 goals against 
average and a 0.932 save percentage — both best in the 
league for netminders with at least 20 games played — and 
according to MoneyPuck.com’s data, he had 9.6 goals saved 
above expected and a 0.767 high-danger unblocked shot 
attempt save percentage — fifth and sixth overall in the 
league respectively for netminders with at least 20 games 
played.  

His numbers regressed a bit in the playoffs, as he posted a 
2.17 goals against average and 0.920 save percentage, but 
those were still solid numbers for the rookie. 

The one issue with all of this is the fact that the sample size 
is just so small for Nedeljkovic. He’s only played in 38 NHL 
games over both his regular season and playoff career and 
there’s always the worry that maybe this was just a flash in 
the pan. 

Either way, this contract needs to be a calculated risk for the 
Hurricanes, who will be relying on Nedeljkovic to be able to 
replicate his success, which by all means should happen as 
the Parma, Ohio native has found continued success in 
every stage of his career so far. 

So let’s take a look at the second part of the equation and 
that being similar deals that RFA goalies around 
Nedeljkovic’s age have gotten over the last few years. 

Comparables 

*Prior Year’s Stats: (Year before contract) W-L-OTL/SOL; 
GAA; S% // (Playoffs) W-L-OTL/SOL; GAA; S% 

Philipp Grubauer  

 Signing Age: 26  

 Prior Year’s Stats: (2017-18) 15-10-3; 2.35; 0.923 

 Contract: 3x$3.3 

Once rumored to be a future Canes netminder, the former 
Washington Capital instead had his rights traded out of the 
conference to the Colorado Avalanche, where he’s put up 
three solid years for them.  

Grubauer had a few years of being a consistent backup for 
the Caps before the Avs took a flier on him, so it could be a 
similar contract for the Canes to offer Nedeljkovic. 

Jordan Binnington  

 Signing Age: 27  

 Prior Year’s Stats: (2018-19) 24-5-1; 1.89; 0.927 // 
16-10-0; 2.46; 0.914 (Won Stanley Cup) 

 Contract: 2x$4.4 

A pretty similar comparable for Nedeljkovic would be that of 
Jordan Binnington. Both had really strong first seasons after 
spending a long time in their respective systems. Obviously 
Binnington went all the way that year to set up a sizable first 
deal, but the similarity is still applicable. 

Joonas Korpisalo 

 Signing Age: 25  

 Prior Year’s Stats: (2019-20) 19-12-5; 2.60; 0.911 // 
3-5-0; 1.90; 0.941 

 Contract: 2x$2.8 
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Korpisalo was one of the many netminders stuck behind an 
obvious starter that found himself as the de facto starter after 
the main guy left town.  

Once Sergei Bobrovsky left the Columbus Blue Jackets, it 
was Korpisalo’s team and while his regular season numbers 
didn’t instill the most confidence, his playoff performance 
earned him a bit more of a contract.  

Now it isn’t the best comparable as Korpisalo’s numbers 
haven’t been close to what Nedeljkovic’s were, but this exact 
contract would be the perfect one to get Ned signed to. 

Tristan Jarry 

 Signing Age: 25  

 Prior Year’s Stats: (2019-20) 20-12-1; 2.43; 0.921 // 
0-1-0; 1.02; 0.952 

 Contract: 3x$3.5 

Another young guy being handed the reins after a stellar 
season, the unfortunate case here is that Jarry’s contract 
now would seem to highlight the risk with goaltending.  

He had a great contract year, giving the Pittsburgh Penguins 
confidence that they could move on from Matt Murray, but 
the next season was a huge step down. Jarry had terrible 
numbers this season and arguably cost them their playoff 
series against the New York Islanders.  

Thatcher Demko  

 Signing Age: 25  

 Prior Year’s Stats: (2019-20) 13-10-2; 3.06; 0.905 // 
2-1-0; 0.64; 0.985 

 Contract: 5x$5 

Now, the Vancouver Canucks are the one team that has 
really thrown a wrench into the RFA goalie market.  

Demko had long been “their guy” as he had strong numbers 
in the lower leagues, but his NHL numbers were not 
necessarily good until he nearly single-handedly beat the 
Vegas Golden Knights in last season’s playoffs.  

He was incredible there and apparently instilled enough 
confidence in the front office to give him a 5x5 contract 
despite only 41 total games of NHL experience. A huge 
gamble, but one that seems to be doing alright so far as 
Demko had great numbers during the 2020-21 regular 
season.  

This comparable is a very worrisome number for the 
Hurricanes as they really can’t afford to be tying up big 
money for a still relatively unproven netminder. 

To Keep an Eye On 

While these are historically some of the most accurate 
comparisons for Nedeljkovic, the most telling signs may be 
the current signings of his 2021 RFA peers.  

It may be a bit of a waiting game between the four to see 
who goes first, but if Nedeljkovic isn’t the first domino to fall, 
one of these contracts may be the best sign of what’s to 
come. 

Ilya Sorokin  

 Age: 25 

 2020-21 Stats: 13-6-3; 2.17; 0.918 // 4-1-0; 2.79; 
0.922 

Igor Shesterkin 

 Age: 25 

 2020-21 Stats: 16-14-3; 2.62; 0.916 

Juuse Saros 

 Age: 26 

 2020-21 Stats: 21-11-1; 2.28; 0.927 

Conclusion 

Nedeljkovic will more than likely be signed to a shorter term 
contract with at most a max of three years. He still needs to 
prove he can be consistent at the NHL level before the 
Hurricanes should offer him anything longer.  

Potentially a two-year bridge deal would be ideal to see if 
Nedeljkovic is a legitimate 1A option for the long term.  

In terms of cost, $3 million or less would be an ideal number, 
but it will really depend on if any of the other three big RFA 
goalies sign before him.  

Historically, general managers have been throwing out 
sizable money for unproven goalies, so it will be up to 
Hurricanes’ management to try and keep the number down. 

Regardless, Nedeljkovic seems that he truly is the netminder 
of the future and while it makes sense to try and tie him up, 
there are perils of competing under the flat cap. 

With still more players to sign, not just this year, but next 
year too, the Canes can’t afford to be wasting any money.
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Hurricanes broadcaster Tripp Tracy re-signs on 2-year deal: Says team 
took ‘tangible steps’ forward after past cuts 

 

By Sara Civian  

Jun 22, 2021   

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have re-signed color commentator and longtime 
franchise ambassador Tripp Tracy to a two-year deal. 

Tracy and Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell both confirmed the 
new agreement Tuesday. 

“I’m honestly very pleased with the way it’s worked out,” Tracy told The 
Athletic. “The way Don went about the call was excellent. He took the 
lead. He made an extremely fair offer. I appreciated (the call) at the time, 
and I will always appreciate it.” 

It’s no secret that Tracy and head coach Rod Brind’Amour are close 
friends, and Brind’Amour confirmed when he signed his three-year 
extension Thursday that he wanted the rest of the staff taken care of. 
Tracy signed his deal after Brind’Amour but credits him and “special 
adviser” Justin Williams for advocating for him. 

Tracy, who signed a one-year deal at a pay cut ahead of last season, 
confirmed the new deal is a raise in both term and salary. The pay cut 
stemmed from financial uncertainty surrounding COVID-19 and lost 
revenue without fans in the building. Now that fans have returned, the 
Hurricanes made good on their word that the broadcasting salaries would 
improve, and there is no bad blood over the understandable previous cut. 

“Don took tangible steps to appreciate the tough circumstances of this 
past year,” Tracy said. 

“Tripp is very passionate about his work and knowledgeable about our 
team and the NHL,” Waddell said. 

Coming off his first year in the role, play-by-play announcer Mike 
Maniscalco told The Athletic that while his negotiations haven’t started 
yet, he “feels something will get done.” 

“What really impressed me were the three games at home in the 
Nashville series. The bigger the game, he really, really did a fine job of 
capturing those moments,” Tracy said of Maniscalco. “Jordan Staal’s 
overtime winner in Game 5 will be a clip that will be replayed forever in 
Hurricanes history, and I thought he did an excellent job with that. He 
really grabbed the moment in the postseason, and I hope that gives him 
a ton of confidence moving forward. As his partner, I really think he did 
an excellent job of elevating, just like a player wants to elevate in the 
postseason.” 

First-year television host Abby Labar also confirmed to The Athletic that 
she will be back next year. 

Tracy has truly appreciated the positive reaction to his podcast, “Digging 
In,” and all the support from Hurricanes fans this past year. It would be 
hard to picture the man who has been with the franchise since 1998-99 

anywhere else, especially as he took on more of a senior role following 
the departure of play-by-play announcer John Forslund after the 2019-20 
season. 

“I’m a little more exposed to it now that I’ve been on social media for over 
a year. I didn’t think I’d enjoy that as much as I do,” he said. “I’ve 
certainly felt the Caniac Nation support to the ends of the earth, and that 
means more than anything to me.” 
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The Athletic / ‘What we promise is what they get’: How the Blackhawks 
became a leader in signing European players 

 

Scott Powers  

Jun 22, 2021  

  

Imagine Artemi Panarin starting his NHL career with the Calgary Flames, 
Montreal Canadiens or Toronto Maple Leafs. 

It wasn’t that far off from being a reality for any of those teams in 2015. 
They were among the final contenders for Panarin as he was deciding on 
an NHL destination after departing the KHL. In the end, he chose the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

“I just remember Calgary and Toronto being mad at me, Montreal being 
mad at me,” said Panarin’s former agent Tom Lynn, who negotiated 
Panarin’s first NHL contract. “Those were probably the three where the 
GMs really put in a lot of time. I mean, some organizations send a scout 
or even the assistant GM or director of player personnel, but the 
Blackhawks, Calgary, Toronto, Montreal really made an effort, like even 
sending guys to travel there to try to see him in person to talk to him.” 

Panarin’s decision came down to the Blackhawks’ history of signing 
European free agents and giving them NHL opportunities, their ability to 
surround him with other skilled players and their extensive knowledge of 
his game and where he came from. 

While the Blackhawks haven’t exactly been the same on the ice in recent 
years as when Panarin signed up six years ago, the Blackhawks have 
continued to tap into Europe for talent. 

The story of how they landed Panarin isn’t that much different than how 
they were able to sign Erik Gustafsson, Dominik Kahun, David Kampf, 
Dominik Kubalik, Kevin Lankinen, Michal Kempný, Jan Rutta, Pius Suter, 
among others out of Europe, or Collin Delia, Tanner Kero, Wyatt 
Kalynuk, Cam Morrison, Mike Hardman, among others out of college. 
Identifying, recruiting and signing European and college free agents has 
developed into one of the organization’s strengths while Stan Bowman 
has been general manager. 

“The process is Stan trusts us and (assistant general manager) Ryan 
Stewart trusts us,” European scouting director Mats Hallin said. “Stan has 
known me for 14 years. He kind of knows when we are pumped up, really 
excited for a player, and we know that he’s gonna do everything to give 
them a chance to play. We know what we’re looking for, too. Not only 
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good players, but we’re looking for maybe a special type of player or 
whatever.” 

Every NHL team scouts Europe, and there are very few diamonds in the 
rough to be found. A team might take a chance on a younger European 
player earlier than some competition in hopes of that player developing, 
but most players are known to some extent. 

Where the Blackhawks differentiate themselves is the depth of their 
knowledge of European teams and players. 

Player agent Georges Müller anticipated Suter would have his fair share 
of NHL suitors after an MVP season in Switzerland during the 2019-20 
season. As the two narrowed the field, Müller discovered that there were 
teams that really knew Suter and his game and others that knew just 
about his numbers. The Blackhawks were among the former. 

“We were sure that they know him as a player and not just like some 
other teams that knew he was the MVP of Switzerland,” Müller said. “It 
was obvious they knew him as a player, so a lot of videos and they had a 
lot of information about him. Of course, this was something also very 
important. 

“In my point of view, the Blackhawks have like the best scouting team in 
Switzerland. Because I had so many players in the past, including Pius, I 
offered to the NHL, and very often no team was interested, also in Pius 
several teams were not interested. Why? Because they didn’t know him 
as a player. The Blackhawks I have a longer history with. They know. 
Like I had to offer Pius actively to a lot of other organizations, but with the 
Blackhawks, they contacted me. And in the past, they contacted me also 
about other players and invited them to camp.” 

That familiarity goes a long way. In the case of Panarin, the Blackhawks 
had watched him plenty in Russia, but they also got Barry Smith, who 
had coached in the KHL, involved in Panarin’s recruitment. Smith, who 
was then the Blackhawks director of player development, understood 
exactly where Panarin was coming from and could communicate at a 
different level during the negotiations. 

“Some teams use a Finn scout to cover Russia. Nothing against the 
Finns, but he’s not local,” said Lynn, who also previously worked in the 
Minnesota Wild’s front office. “Other teams use a North American guy. 
Without naming names, I’m thinking of two. The guy goes over for 
extended periods each year. He’ll make five or six trips of two to three 
weeks, then a couple quick ones and watch some video. But that’s not 
the same as being conversant of the local customs, culture, how the 
hockey works and all that. 

“I think the Blackhawks having Barry Smith, who had coached there, and 
having their scouting staff really conversant with the situation there could 
see better than some other teams. That being said, there’s another half-
dozen teams in the same boat. They weren’t the only ones, but it helps.” 

The Blackhawks also want as many of their people as possible to know 
about a player. The first step is allowing their scouts to do their jobs and 
trust them. If Russia scout Andrei Nikolishin brings a player to Hallin’s 
attention, Hallin will get involved with the player. Hallin will loop in 
Stewart, who will do his homework, too. 

Bowman is always aware of which players are being scouted, but his 
personal interaction depends on the stage. Sometimes he’s needed to 
get involved earlier than later. Eventually, Bowman will get coach Jeremy 
Colliton up to speed, too. 

“I found that the earlier that I can get involved, the better,” Bowman said. 
“What I mean by that is some of these players need to feel the attention 
more than just at the finish line. So you know, the identification of players 
happens by our scouts in the field. And then, you know, their job is to 
bring to the attention of their superior. Like, this is a player to watch. And 
then sometimes you watch them for a season, sometimes you watch 
them for half a season. And then as things move along, it gets escalated. 

“I’m brought into the process early on, basic level. Like, there’s this 
player in college, in Canadian junior hockey, a kid in Czech Republic 
who’s on our radar, this is what he’s like. And then I’ll usually just do kind 
of on my own (homework). I’ll usually just go online and watch some film 
of the guy, so I can see.” 

From there, Bowman assesses if they want to continue to scout or move 
towards signing the player. Bowman will do whatever it takes to close a 
deal — he’ll fly to Europe if he believes it’ll help his chances, as he did 
with Kahun. 

“I went to Germany and went to dinner with him and watched one of his 
games, met his parents and his girlfriend,” Bowman said. “Sometimes the 
obstacle for these players is envisioning their life in a different country. 
Like they’re concerned about their family or their wife or their girlfriend, 
like do they want to come over, too? And so, I think there has to be that 
connection, the personal touch. … Because you’re bringing them, 
European players, you’re bringing them across the country to a whole 
new culture, so they’ve got to want to do it in order for you to get them to 
commit to you.” 

Hallin has always shared that opinion of recruiting. He certainly put in the 
time and effort to meet with Kempný after a Russia national team game 
in 2016. Kempný would later sign with the Blackhawks. 

“You can do a lot of things over the video and see them and talk on the 
phone, but if you put the effort in and see them personally,” Hallin said. “I 
think that’s helped in that case, anyway. … So we stood outside for two 
hours and waited for him to come out because they lost the game and 
they didn’t come out, but we stood there, and I remember my back pain 
because I had surgery a month before. That was one of the most 
memorable, and Michal Kempný said, I didn’t think they really wanted me 
that much, so that was a good feeling.” 

Personal meetings helped in signing goalies Lankinen and Antti Raanta 
out of Finland. The pandemic changed how the Blackhawks were able to 
pursue goalie Arvid Söderblom from Sweden this season, but their 
legwork still ended up giving them the edge. Söderblom’s agent said 18 
NHL teams were interested in signing him. 

“The team I signed for I really wanted to believe in me and had the right 
plan for me going forward, and Chicago had one when we talked and I 
got really, really great feelings from the start,” Söderblom said. “That was 
the important thing. They had looked at me a lot and really liked the way I 
played. They had that plan going forward in what they saw in me. Just 
felt good.” 

Pursuing college players is a little different. 

For one, the pool of potential NHL-caliber free agents is smaller. NHL 
teams also tend to have more of a long-term scouting book on a player 
simply because they have more North American amateur scouts. 

College free agents also usually aren’t as valuable as European ones, 
but there still is NHL talent to be found among college free agents, 
especially with drafted players who choose not to sign with an NHL team. 
The Blackhawks got burned with Kevin Hayes, who chose to become a 
free agent in 2014, but they benefited with Wyatt Kalynuk, who had been 
drafted by the Philadelphia Flyers and signed with the Blackhawks before 
this season. 

The Blackhawks had scouted Kalynuk during his draft eligibility years and 
during his time at the University of Wisconsin. Blackhawks head U.S. 
scout Rob Facca had also happened to recruit Kalynuk while an assistant 
coach at Western Michigan, where Kalynuk had actually been committed 
to originally. 

“So there was a relationship there,” Blackhawks director of player 
evaluation and recruitment Mike Doneghey said. “That process is if you 
go into the rink and organizationally when we’re at a college game or 
CHL game or European game and there are drafted players by other 
organizations, we do reports on those players. One of the questions in 
the report is, ‘Would you trade, draft or sign for this player?’ Obviously, 
Wyatt when he got to Wisconsin, he took a huge step. 

“You can’t talk to him because he’s with another organization, but you 
start hearing things, whether it’s through agents or other scouts talking at 
the rink. This kid might not sign with Philadelphia, Philadelphia’s deep on 
defense and so on and so forth. And then you kind of wait the process 
out. He became a free agent, and then we went to work shortly 
thereafter.” 

On paper, the Blackhawks wouldn’t seem like an ideal spot for Kalynuk. 
They already had an assortment of young defensemen on their way. But 
Chicago was able to sell him on how he was different than the players in 
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its pipeline and how there was a path to the NHL sooner than later. 
Kalynuk’s 21 NHL games this season were proof of that, too. 

“I think in (Kalynuk’s) case, we do have a lot of young defensemen and 
we still do, but you know, the message is he’s gonna have competition 
no matter what team he chooses,” Bowman said. “Everyone’s got 
prospects. They all may be at different stages of development and it may 
be a different style, but he’s gonna have competition where he goes. So 
it’s where does he think he’s gonna be able to excel? Like, does he 
believe in your vision for the team, your vision for his role? 

“Does he believe in the development model? Because these kids are 
good players at college or junior or Europe, but they’re not superstars. 
They need to get better. And they know that they’re not at the end of the 
road, they’re not a finished product. So do they believe in your track 
record for helping these players get better? Because when players get 
better, they do better, and when they do better, they make more money. 
And so it’s like, where am I gonna go to make myself the best version of 
myself? And I think we’ve been able to paint that picture often enough 
that they believe in it.” 

Bowman sold that to Trevor van Riemsdyk when he was a college free 
agent at New Hampshire. After van Riemsdyk broke his ankle and wasn’t 
playing, Bowman went to meet him and had breakfast with him off 
campus. He later signed with the Blackhawks and is still in the NHL. 

When Hardman was playing at Boston College, Doneghey had already 
been aware of him for many years through the Massachusetts hockey 
scene. Even though the Blackhawks, like every other team, passed on 
Hardman in the draft, he got another chance to impress teams in college. 

“This is a guy that’s 6-3, he’s big, plays with two of the fastest and skills 
guy in college hockey, and he’s not slowing them down,” Doneghey said. 
“He plays in every situation. Maybe his game has evolved to where he’s 
under consideration for an NHL contract. You reach out to the adviser 
and you start gathering thoughts, and most advisers will let you contact 
the kid directly. Most college coaches are pretty, I don’t want to say cool 
with it, but they’re understanding about it. And then, you begin the 
recruiting process and trying to say we’re interested in you as a player, 
then the kid starts thinking about it, his adviser starts looking at depth 
charts and where a kid may fit in the organization, what’s attractive and 
not attractive to certain organizations. And then you start the recruiting 
process.” 

The Blackhawks talked to Hardman after his freshman year and 
continued this past season. That history, along with the Blackhawks’ 
pitch, helped them win out. 

“I think the Blackhawks were one of the first teams I met with during the 
recruiting process my frosh year,” Hardman said. “They were one of the 
first teams, always been there, saw it was a good fit for me. It’s a young 
team, preparing for the future. My family and I thought it was the right fit. 
… Just a perfect situation, looking at the depth of the organization and 
how they’re building for the future here. Also, it’s a storied franchise, 
Original Six team, it was hard to pass up on.” 

A contract offer is obviously the vital first piece for a European or college 
free agent looking to play in the NHL, but then it’s all about the actual 
opportunity. Teams can talk about what they can provide, but they’re just 
words until they take action. 

It’s not as if the Blackhawks have promised NHL ice time, but their track 
record has proven that most players get an NHL opportunity. Part of that 
is identifying the player and determining how they fit into the team. 

“I think where we’ve had some success is we don’t over-sign guys,” 
Stewart said. “What we promise is what they get. When they come here, 
they get opportunity. And there’s not five other guys sitting there, too, you 
know, all of a sudden, they’re kind of kicked aside. So we’ve been very 
selective on who we put our attention on. And oftentimes throughout the 
year, we’ll back off certain players because we don’t want to become a 
team that’s known for just grabbing them and not following through on 
those type of opportunities.” 

That was important to Lynn when he was seeking a team for Panarin. A 
European free agent’s worst nightmare is signing with an NHL team and 
not getting the opportunity he expected. That happened when Vadim 
Shipachyov signed with the Vegas Golden Knights and was back in the 
KHL that same season. 

“You might get promised everything by one guy, but the decision-makers 
aren’t necessarily there or they change along the way,” Lynn said. 
“Nothing’s better than demonstrating. If a team has a demonstrated 
history of giving those guys a chance, there it is, that’s what you want.” 

Kubalik wasn’t technically a free agent, but the Blackhawks still needed 
to persuade him to sign after acquiring his rights from the Los Angeles 
Kings. Kubalik could have gone to the KHL if he didn’t envision NHL ice 
time with the Blackhawks. Bowman said publicly he expected Kubalik to 
be in the NHL. Kubalik, Kahun and Panarin, among others, have 
European clauses in their contract to ensure they have an out if they’re 
not in the NHL. None of them had to use that option. 

The coach has to be part of the process, too. Joel Quenneville put 
Panarin with Patrick Kane and played plenty of college and European 
free agents. Colliton will often get involved with the recruitment — he got 
on the phone with Hardman before he signed this season. 

“Certainly, you have to have them to be on board with it because if 
they’re not going to support this idea and give your player a fair chance, 
then it’s gonna be really hard,” Bowman said. “Because at the end of the 
day, I’m the manager, I’m not the coach. So I’m not deciding on the ice 
time, I’m not deciding on whether they play or don’t play. The coach has 
to have an affinity for the player, too; can’t just be the scouts and the 
manager. Because if that’s the case, it won’t work.” 

Players would like to remain with one team if possible, but NHL ice time 
is what they want and it’s what leads to great opportunities, longer NHL 
careers and eventually more money. For example, Kahun spent only one 
season with the Blackhawks before he was traded, but if he didn’t get the 
ice time and chance he received with the Blackhawks that one season, 
he might not still be in the NHL. 

“Kahun was another one where he got his opportunity and had a heck of 
a year,” Stewart said. “Unfortunately, with the cap in different situations, 
we weren’t able to bring him back, but he got his opportunity. He’s an 
NHL player now. So I just think operating in the right way with honesty 
and integrity over time you got a track record for that trust. I believe that’ll 
continue just based on affording the right players the right opportunity.” 

Not every player works out. Anton Wedin signed a one-year contract out 
of Sweden for the 2019-20 season, and he’s back playing in Sweden this 
season. The Blackhawks were hoping Lars Johansson would be another 
European goalie find for them, and he was back in Europe after one AHL 
season. 

But more often than not, the Blackhawks’ signings stick in the NHL with 
them or another team. Kampf, Kubalik, Suter, Hardman and Kalynuk 
were in Chicago’s lineup late in the season. There were and are others in 
the Stanley Cup playoffs now, although not everyone saw the ice. 
Kempný is with the Washington Capitals, Gustafsson with the 
Canadiens, Rutta with the Tampa Bay Lightning and Kahun with the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

The Blackhawks aren’t stopping, either. They were active again this 
offseason in adding Jakub Pour from the Czech Republic, in addition to 
Söderblom. 

It’s been six years since Lynn went through Panarin’s recruiting process 
with the Blackhawks, but he still has clients and keeps tabs on how 
organizations operate — and still sees how the Blackhawks could be a 
good fit for those types of players. 

“The Blackhawks have done a good job to position themselves to 
compete for European players in the past and going forward,” Lynn said. 
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The Athletic / The NHL meets Timbaland: Partnership with Beatclub aims 
to add a hip hop soundtrack to hockey 

 

By Sean Shapiro  
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One of the lasting legacies of the 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs will be a 
shift in how the league views and uses different genres of music, 
particularly rap and hip hop. 

Bubbled up in Toronto and Edmonton, league officials spent more time 
around the players and in tighter proximity. While the league has always 
had team access, this was the first time players and league officials were 
truly living under the same roof on a daily basis. 

And league officials started to notice the players’ choices in music 
weren’t actively reflecting the typical classic rock playlist that commonly 
plays in arenas and on highlight videos. 

“We were the only ones around and whether they were exercising in the 
hallway or the music was just blasting from the locker room, or from the 
player lounges, everywhere you went you heard music,” Steve Mayer, 
the NHL’s chief content officer, said. “And one of the things I noticed is it 
was a lot of hip hop and it was very different than I thought it would be, 
but it was consistent (across the teams). Absolutely a shift change and in 
my mind, it clicked of, ‘This is what the guys want to hear.'” 

One of the early products of this realization is a new partnership 
announced Tuesday morning with Beatclub, a music marketplace 
launched by musician and record producer Timbaland. 

Beatclub launched in early 2021 and has a roster of artists and 
producers, including Mike WiLL Made-It, Mike Dean, Tainy, J. Cole, and 
Rance of 1500. 

Through the partnership with Beatclub, the NHL will have a license to use 
music in broadcasts, in-arena and on social and digital platforms. It’s 
Beatclub’s first partnership with a professional sports league. 

“The collaboration no one saw coming!” Timbaland said in a release. “I’ve 
always loved the speed and passion of NHL action and we at Beatclub 
are ready to bring a whole new level of excitement with the music we 
have planned for the League and its teams.” 

Eric Dwyer, the NHL’s senior manager of broadcasting, pitched the idea 
of working with Beatclub, with whom he had a mutual connection. 
Beatclub had been looking to dive into the professional sports space, 
while the NHL wanted to build on that idea of updating its music after the 
bubble experience. 

“I will be honest, this was one of our goals,” said Gary Marella, Beatclub’s 
CEO and co-founder. “We’ve been strategically dropping these 
partnerships with TV and film companies … and because of our creators 
that we’ve signed on. That’s what has driven the interest, and having a 
place like the NHL to work with was always part of the long-term goal.” 

“Music and the NHL, that connection is super important,” Mayer said. “To 
be able to bring that audience to us, and in many ways, we found from 
their side we could bring some of our audience to them. It was a win-
win.” 

The combination of hockey and hip hop in highlights, particularly 
intrigued Mayer, who said he felt the sport and the music meshed well. 

“The hip hop music works unbelievably well with us,” Mayer said. “So 
we’ve got some original cuts that are being done for us and we are 
gonna start putting them out there and you are gonna hear them in the 
Final. I’m excited. It’s just another association where music helps drive 
an audience.” 

Before the start of the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs, the NHL collaborated 
with BIA for a reimagined version of her song, “Skate,” for use in promos, 
highlights, and broadcasts. The league is also hoping the track will be 
used in user-generated content that celebrates the sport. 

Mayer looks at partnerships like this as a chance to grab a wider 
audience for the NHL. In the past, musical acts at NHL main events have 
typically fallen into the rock or country genre. Mayer said he’s hopeful 
that will change, and as the NHL opens up to larger fan events — 
hopefully for the 2021-22 season — performances by rap and hip hop 
artists will become more common. 

“This can also grow the game, I truly believe that,” Mayer said. “It’s little 
by little, but my definition of success is that one of Timabaland’s fans or a 
hip hop fan watches a highlight and says, ‘That is so cool,’ and that night 
turns on one of the Stanley Cup Final games and says, ‘Wow, I love this 
sport.’ That’s the goal.” 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: NHL Draft’s top 100 prospects — Michigan 
players top the 2021 ranking 

 

Scott Wheeler Jun 22, 2021  

  

Welcome to my 2021 NHL Draft board! 

This top 100 ranking (plus its 70 honourable mentions) is my final list for 
this draft class and follows September’s preseason top 32, December’s 
preliminary top 64, and March’s midseason top 64. 

As always, this project includes exhaustive player evaluations for every 
ranked prospect and quotes from industry sources on many. It will be 
followed this week by scouting reports on 10 prospects who missed the 
cut and a live Q&A to answer any outstanding questions you may have. 

Getting here has been more arduous than in any of the eight previous 
years I’ve done this. In place of spending much of the hockey season on 
the road, I have spent almost all of it, excluding my trip to Edmonton for 
the 2021 world juniors, quarantined in Toronto (which also included 
missing U18 worlds for the birth of my son). 

All told, though, I’m really comfortable with where I’m at on this draft 
class. Less time on the road meant a lot more time on the phone or 
watching tape. And while most leagues dealt with some form of delay or 
cancellation — or in the OHL’s case a full-season shutdown — almost 
every player ranked here (except for Connor Lockhart and Ty Voit!) 
played hockey this season, and the vast majority played close to a full 
schedule. 

My draft board this year is composed of 64 forwards, 34 defencemen and 
two goalies, which represents the largest share of defencemen in my top 
100 in the four years that my rankings have been released publicly at 
The Athletic.  

For a better sense of where this year’s top 100 prospects come from, I 
have broken down the list by nationality below, including a weighted look 
at the strength of each country’s players across several tiers. 

The 2021 draft represents a bounce-back year of sorts for USA Hockey, 
which more than doubled its weighted score year-over-year to return to 
their usual spot as the world’s second-highest producer of NHL draft 
picks, with eight more players in my top 100 this year than last, as well as 
three in my top 10 to last year’s zero. Canada’s output looks nearly 
identical to last year’s, with one fewer in its total number to drop it from 
44 to 43. The other three hockey giants of Sweden, Finland and Russia 
(in that order) look about the same as they usually do. If you’re a loyal 
reader of my work, you’ll notice that three countries that produced 
prospects in 2020 (Germany, Slovakia and Austria) are absent, while 
Belarus makes two rare appearances. 

Though this class is a little weaker than we’re used to on the whole, it 
has grown on me, with 12 prospects that I’m excited about (a number 
which is a couple more than most scouts are), a handful of others with 
enough potential to join them if they’re developed properly, 45 players I 
consider worthwhile picks in the first two rounds, and 81 total players I’d 
feel comfortable drafting. 

Note 1: While I consult scouts, coaches, managers and agents 
throughout the year on many of these players, these rankings represent 
my evaluations of each of the prospects listed. My board will vary widely 
from that of most NHL teams and this list does not attempt to predict the 
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draft, nor does it account for team preference. For more information on 
how I evaluate, the things I look for and my process, please consult the 
2021 update of my guide to scouting. 

Note 2: All listed heights, weights and positions are according to NHL 
Central Scouting (with heights rounded up or down according to their 
decimal and positions adjusted occasionally where I can confirm 
otherwise). 

1. Owen Power — LHD, University of Michigan, 6-foot-6 

If you’ve followed this draft closely, you’ve probably read ad nauseam 
about there being no clear-cut No. 1 prospect. If you’ve followed my work 
closely this year, though, you’ll also know that Owen Power has led the 
way from start to finish on my boards. He was No. 1 on my preliminary 
list. He was No. 1 on my midseason list. And he remains No. 1 here. Is 
he the top prospect in the same way that an Auston Matthews or a 
Connor McDavid were, where it was clear on draft day who was going to 
be the best player in their class (sorry Patrik Laine and Jack Eichel, but 
those debates were manufactured)? No, there are a handful of players 
who could make their case long-term. But I still feel pretty strongly about 
slotting him here and any internal debates I had with myself about other 
players were usually short-lived, especially after his stellar performance 
at the world championships where as his ice time grew, Canada’s play 
improved. 

Power’s late birthday (Nov. 22, 2002) and towering frame prompt 
questions about the role both of those things may or may not have 
played in his dominance at a young age at lower levels (though more so 
in minor hockey and the USHL than college). And there are some other 
minor kinks he still needs to improve upon (funneling play to the outside 
with proper timing, smoothing out his pivots, and needing to be a little 
more aggressive in front of his own net). But there’s nothing about his 
game that looks prohibitive, and he moves beautifully for a player who is 
now listed by NHL Central Scouting at 6-foot-6. He’s mobile across the 
blue line through his footwork and his ability to open up his stride onto his 
inside edges. He’s got superb cross-ice vision, which allows him to break 
down the offensive zone east-west as a seam passer. He’s got uncanny 
skill for a player with his length and does a wonderful job adjusting 
around the first layer (though he could learn to attack past multiple waves 
of pressure a little more consistently because when he does he can get 
to the slot or the crease) or controlling the puck on exits and entries. And 
maybe most of all, he really understands how to operate on the ice, 
consistently reading play effectively, processing at high speeds when 
pace ratchets up, and picking his spots to attack or simplify. I wouldn’t 
bet against him becoming an all-situations, big-minutes first-pairing 
defenceman and his floor probably positions him as a top-four blueliner. 

2. Kent Johnson — C, University of Michigan, 6-foot-1 

I’ve tried to be careful in evaluating Johnson because he’s unequivocally 
the flashiest player in the draft and his blend of skating and touch can 
really grab your attention. But the more I’ve watched him over the last 
two years, first in the BCHL and then in college, the fonder I’ve grown of 
his ability to consistently make difficult plays at high speeds, the kind of 
plays that eventually separate dynamic top-line NHL players from 
contributing middle-of-the-roster ones. Johnson’s going to play on a 
power play at every level he ever plays, so the big question with his 
projection is about five-on-five and whether or not the flashes will be 
consistent enough to create scoring chances at a high enough clip that 
some of the other concerns about his game (including his wiry frame and 
his propensity to try to do too much) are muted. The reality is, though, 
that the top of this draft class is filled with players who possess unique 
skill sets inside flawed packages (see: Brandt Clarke and Simon 
Edvinsson) and Johnson excites me in ways that none of the other 
forwards do. His ability to play a finesse game with a feathered pass or 
quick pull through his feet is rare. His hands also flow effortlessly with his 
feet — he does an incredible job adjusting at high speeds to cut or leap 
past pressure — helping him make plays in transition or pull defenders 
into him. There’s just an airiness to his game that allows him to breeze 
around the ice making plays through layers and underneath coverage. 

Here’s Wolverines associate head coach Bill Muckalt on Johnson: “It’s 
hard for me to give an honest assessment of the other players but I 
would have a hard time believing there’s anybody more skilled 
offensively than Kent Johnson in this draft. The shit he does offensively, 
you only see it once every four or five years. But he’s physically the least 
mature of our freshmen as far as our strength and he’s playing against 

guys some nights that are seven-to-eight years older, so it makes it 
difficult on him. But he does highlight-reel stuff. Where (Matt) Beniers has 
this motor that is just 200 feet, Kent is more artistic and creative, and 
more high-risk. But he’s going to be like an (Elias) Pettersson or a 
(Patrick) Kane … Kent’s elusive. He’s special. He’s really slippery. And if 
we let him on the ice for 10 hours a day, he’d be on the ice for 10 hours a 
day.” 

3. Brandt Clarke — RHD, Barrie Colts/HC Nove Zamky, 6-foot-2 

I often refer to Clarke as a bit of a unicorn in this draft in that he doesn’t 
look or play anything like most defencemen these days. He’s gangly, he 
doesn’t really look like an athlete, and there’s some knee-knocking in his 
forward and backward skating stride. All of these issues can make a 
scout a little queasy. But he has worked diligently to build more power 
into his lower body (progress which will need to continue) and the actual 
talent just oozes out of him. Clarke plays a free-flowing, fearless, 
aggressive roving style that keeps opposing players guessing. He looks, 
at all times, completely unbothered by the stage or the pressure of 
opposing players. That looseness blends with impressive side-to-side 
puckhandling skill and mobility which allow him to effortlessly step past 
coverage in all three zones. He also walks the line as effortlessly as 
anyone in the draft, constantly maneuvering and changing looks. And 
while he’s not afraid to try things and that can scare a coach, his ability to 
execute on the spin-pass or flip-pass that he sees that few others do (or 
at least that few others are willing to try) is remarkable. It can be difficult 
to project a player like Clarke, who doesn’t play a pro-style game and 
isn’t necessarily going to mesh with every coach he encounters, but I 
love the assertiveness and the skill. When he’s out there, you can’t take 
your eyes off of him. He’s also an above-average defender who does a 
good job disrupting play and transitioning back the other way — and who 
should only improve in his own end as he continues to get stronger. 

Here’s an anonymous junior coach on Clarke: “I think that’s the best D 
I’ve coached against. He’s special.” 

4. Matthew Beniers — C, University of Michigan, 6-foot-2 

Beniers is probably going to be selected a pick or two higher than this 
and it’ll be a good selection, so I wouldn’t read into the actual number 
here too much. In a draft class full of players who don’t necessarily play 
pro-style games, Beniers is built for the next level. He’s a plus-level 
skater who gallops around the ice, plays on the inside (which opens up 
his effective cutbacks), pushes tempo in transition, and drives 
possession with his ability to win the game’s 10-foot races. He can gain 
inside body positioning on engagements, and get up and under sticks in 
50-50 board battles. He pushes through contact by keeping his feet 
moving, draws a lot of penalties, and keeps cycles alive. While he 
doesn’t have the hands or feel that a Johnson has, nor the finishing touch 
of a Chaz Lucius or a Cole Sillinger, nor the heaviness of a Mason 
McTavish, he’s got enough skill across the board to take pucks to the 
net, facilitate to his linemates off the cycle, and finish in tight. And though 
his offensive numbers may not pop at his ceiling, he’s going to drive a 
line, lead exits and entries, get pucks to whoever he’s playing with, and 
pull his team into the fight. Beniers is the best two-way player in the draft. 

5. William Eklund — C/LW, Djurgårdens IF, 5-foot-10 

Eklund faced his fair share of obstacles in his draft year, including a bout 
with COVID-19 and an appendectomy. But he emerged with an 
outstanding age-adjusted season in arguably the world’s third-best pro 
league (the SHL), with 25 points in 43 combined regular season and 
playoff games. That 0.58 points-per-game rate bested both Lucas 
Raymond (0.53) and teammate/frequent linemate Alexander Holtz (0.51), 
who are seven and nine months older respectively. 

Eklund is a well-rounded three-zone player who can do a little bit of 
everything offensively (he’s strong and agile below the goal line, he’s a 
capable transporter, and he’s an above-average finisher, handler and 
passer) and defensively (he supports the play well, takes smart routes to 
pucks and pinches along the wall, and engages effectively in battles to 
win more than you might expect when you glance at his height). Eklund’s 
biggest strength, though, is the way he navigates on the ice. He slides in 
and out of space to get open for his shot (a shot which has improved to 
make him a real mid-range threat) and play the give-and-go game 
effectively. He makes a lot of small-area plays around the net to attack 
the slot or play a puck into it, with proper timing, for a teammate. He’s 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 23, 2021 

 

just a crafty problem-solver who knows his game and how to play within 
himself to make something happen from shift-to-shift. 

6. Dylan Guenther — LW/RW, Edmonton Oil Kings/Sherwood Park 
Crusaders, 6-foot-2 

Guenther has a multi-faceted offensive package off the flank. Inside the 
offensive zone, his ability to handle the puck in traffic, play pucks into 
space, and shape and hide his shot all impress. In transition, he creates 
off the rush using quick crossovers to build speed and weave through 
neutral ice as a primary carrier. So he’s not only capable of transporting 
the puck and leading the rush, but he then has the offensive acumen to 
make things happen once the play slows down inside the offensive zone. 
Add in a dangerous mid-range wrist shot, good control of his inside and 
outside edges, the ability to shoot from a variety of stances and there’s a 
lot to like. Though I don’t think he’s going to be a go-to defensive player 
at the next level, he also does a good job applying pressure up ice and 
tracking to support his teammates so that he’s a factor without the puck. 
Believe it or not, though, despite his eye-popping numbers in the WHL 
(24 points in 12 games in 2020-21), there were some times this season 
in the AJHL (where he was outshone by Matthew Savoie), WHL, and at 
U18s when I felt like there was some kind of star quality missing from 
Guenther’s game. I wonder whether he projects more as a second-line 
creator who can play PP1 than a first-line talent at his ceiling. 

7. Luke Hughes — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-2 

Ask five different people from Hughes’ trajectory to this point about him 
and you’ll get five different trains of thought. I’ve spoken with people who 
played or coached against him in the GTHL who are shocked by how far 
he’s come and confess that he wasn’t one of the talked-about top 
prospects of the time. And I’ve spoken to others more recently within the 
U.S. NTDP, the University of Michigan, and among some NHL clubs who 
salivate over what he’s become and what still might be ahead. He’s one 
of the youngest players in the 2021 draft class, he underwent a growth 
spurt last summer which changed the way he could play into his draft 
year, and then he lacerated a tendon in his foot in March which ended his 
season and kept him from showcasing himself at U18 worlds. Hughes is 
a brilliant skater and arguably the draft’s best transition defender as a 
result. His ability to take the puck from A to B in straight lines is also 
matched by deft edgework which allows him to circle the offensive zone 
to draw eyeballs once he gets there. He has a lot of room to grow (he still 
needs to fill out his frame and get stronger, which will help him use his 
length a little more effectively without the puck and his shot as well) and 
there have been times when he has left me wanting more, but he has 
time to round out his game and build upon a thrilling package. 

I thought this quote from teammate Red Savage was to the point: “It all 
starts with his speed. His size and speed, it’s crazy. He can take two 
strides and I have to take eight strides to catch up with him and he’s 
already in the zone flying around.” 

8. Chaz Lucius — C, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-1 

Lucius couldn’t catch a break this season. After undergoing surgery to 
repair a bone lesion in his knee, Lucius spent the first two-thirds of his 
season rehabbing at home in Minnesota while the national program 
played on without him in Plymouth, Michigan. Then, after filling the net 
with 13 goals in 13 games from late February into early April, he wasn’t 
able to go to Texas for U18 worlds when he fell ill with a fever before just 
before the deadline. 

Still, the games he did play reaffirmed what he showed a year ago, which 
is that he’s one of the best goal scorers in the draft. He’s not an explosive 
skater, which leads to apprehension among some scouts as to how his 
finishing ability will translate at higher paces. But he’s an underrated 
playmaker and passer who understands how to play pucks into space 
when he draws pressure. He can find pockets inside the offensive zone 
to get open into when he doesn’t have the puck, and uses opposing 
defenders as decoys when he does. 

One source put it to me like this: “A lot of kids can shoot the puck hard 
but he can shoot the puck in traffic, and through sticks and feet, and 
consistently get the shot off and through. That’s one of those skills that 
the elite goal scorers have.” 

9. Cole Sillinger — C/LW, Medicine Hat Tigers/Sioux Falls Stampede, 
six-feet 

Sillinger’s one of the players I’m higher on than most in this draft. His 
biggest asset is that he’s got some of the best hands in the draft and he’s 
strong over pucks. So he can beat defenders one-on-one without ever 
getting touched and then when they do bump him, he’s able to shed past 
and maintain control too. Those skills also complement a wrist shot that 
pops off of his blade in line with the two other best shooters in the draft 
(Lucius and McTavish). Where Lucius’ goal-scoring ability is about his 
release point and his accuracy, and McTavish’s is about how hard he 
shoots it, Sillinger is somewhere in the middle. He’s always engaged in 
the play, he can outmuscle his man along the wall to win back pucks, his 
head is always up and identifying his options, and the skill is there. He 
needs to continue to get a little quicker from a standstill (he’s powerful 
once he gets going) but he’s a lot to handle offensively and he’s going to 
be a good player off of the puck because of his work ethic and his 
strength. 

Here’s a source on Sillinger: “I’d say Sillinger is ahead of Guenther. He’s 
more dynamic. He can take over a game by himself. Guenther’s very 
good, really good, but Sillinger is scary. He’s a freak. Sillinger’s a stud.” 

10. Mason McTavish — C/W, Peterborough Petes/EHC Olten, 6-foot-1 

There are players in every draft class who really grab the limelight as the 
year progresses. In 2020, it was Jake Sanderson, Jack Quinn and Seth 
Jarvis. In 2019, it was Moritz Seider. And while McTavish was a top 
prospect in his own right growing up and into his rookie season in the 
OHL last year, he did a lot in a short amount of time to become that 
player in this draft. It really crescendoed in a big performance at U18 
worlds, but I would argue that McTavish’s best hockey of this season 
came in the final games of the regular season and into the Swiss League 
playoffs with Olten. After a slow start, he became a force in Switzerland’s 
second-tier pro league, overwhelming players sometimes twice his age 
with his size and his heaviness. It can be hard to spot “competitiveness” 
in players and I think we can think we see it and then place too much 
emphasis on it when we do, but McTavish is a competitive, heavyset 
player with an NHL shot and a middle-lane approach. He’s going to need 
to work to stay in top shape throughout his career and there are still 
times when I think he can tunnel-vision, but he’s got a real case to be 
taken in the draft’s first half-dozen picks and I doubt he’s still available at 
this ranking. 

11. Simon Edvinsson — LHD, Frölunda HC/Västerås IK, 6-foot-4 

Edvinsson’s a contradiction and my constant 180s in terms of where I’m 
at on him relative to the rest of this draft’s top prospects are contradicting 
too. He’s just impossible to get a true pulse on. I fell in love with him late 
last year and then he wowed me enough in a couple of preseason SHL 
viewings for me to rank him No. 2 at the start of the year. He’s a huge 
defenceman with superb hands and confidence that you can’t teach. 
That’s enough to get any scout really, really excited. He tries things, he 
usually pulls them off, and he’s more comfortable handling the puck 
under pressure than just about any 6-foot-4 teenaged defenceman I’ve 
ever watched not named Rasmus Dahlin. But there’s also a lot about his 
game that makes projecting him forward difficult, including the fact that 
he’s got a weak point shot and his forward skating stride can look a little 
wonky and gangly, splaying from the knees and dragging the toe of his 
boots. I love his raw tools and traits. I love his aggressiveness (not just 
with the puck but without it, where he closes gaps quickly and steps up to 
play physically against the rush). But I worry about the results and some 
of the kinks. If he can put it all together, he’s going to be a unique 
defenceman who will warrant his inevitably high pick. If he doesn’t, 
though, his development may run into some barriers you don’t typically 
expect a top prospect will face. 

12. Jesper Wallstedt — G, Luleå HF, 6-foot-3 

Wallstedt finally showed signs that he was human late in the SHL 
season, surrendering 13 goals on the 70 shots he faced across his final 
four appearances of the year (a .814 save percentage). Before that, 
though, he had only ever looked like a manufactured goaltending robot, 
the kind who checked every single box. I had nitpicks about recent first-
round goalies Spencer Knight and Yaroslav Askarov that I just don’t 
really have about Wallstedt. The only areas where his game doesn’t get 
an A grade is probably in his lateral explosiveness and agility on his feet 
(which are the strengths of Askarov’s game, as well as Marc-Andre 
Fleury’s and Jonathan Quick’s). There’s power in his pushes and he’s 
quick enough on his feet (he’s certainly not slow) but Wallstedt’s game is 
built on the foundations of most other NHL goalies today: He fills the net, 
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he plays sharp angles, he swallows his rebounds, his movement is 
compact, and he reads a shooter and his options so well that he rarely 
has to scramble. 

13. Fabian Lysell — LW/RW, Frölunda HC/Luleå HF, 5-foot-11 

If you were to create a highlight pack for each of the draft’s top forwards, 
Lysell’s would probably be the most impressive. He’s the only player who 
flairs like Johnson, and he’s not a one-trick pony, either. He can dance a 
defender by pulling pucks through his wide stance and across his body to 
beat them with a lateral cut/leap. He can dance defenders to the outside 
with his high-end top speed or a quick change of pace (both of which 
grade out at or near the top of this draft. He’s got cuts, and stops and 
starts, and directional changes. His shot has started to pop more, as well. 
He’s also a puck thief who has impressed me with his diligence on 
backpressure and his ability to jump into seams to intercept passes. I do 
think he can come and go in games and try to do too much, though, and I 
worry that his effectiveness may wane against pros as his ability to flash 
and dash is diminished. There’s no question his skating will translate. He 
comes at you in waves and his pace can catch defenders sleeping. But 
there are times when he can look like he’s playing a little too much on 
instinct and I’d like him to be more inventive (he’s got plenty of creativity 
when he slows down!). He’s also going to need to learn to operate a little 
differently to be effective at higher levels and his production (three points 
in 26 SHL games in 2020-21) doesn’t align with the “wow” factor of the 
moments. 

14. Sasha Pastujov — LW, U.S. NTDP, six-feet 

I think Pastujov’s a little misunderstood. Some scouts see mediocre 
acceleration and top speed and worry about his ceiling. I see an inventive 
playmaker who can do a lot with the puck and produced at an extremely 
high rate as the program’s most dangerous offensive player when Lucius 
was out. He’s got excellent touch, regularly pulling pucks through feet 
and sticks and into space. But he also mixes in fakes and stutter-steps to 
create transition separation or go inside-out on defenders. You seldom 
see players who did what Pastujov did this year run into any trouble 
becoming top college players. He can run a power play, he’s dangerous 
around the net because of his ability in tight spaces, and he’s a superb 
passer through bodies who can slow the play down and dictate with his 
poise or speed it up with his ability to quickly react to openings in 
coverage. 

Here’s U.S. NTDP head coach Dan Muse on Pastujov: “All he does is 
score and put up points. He’s a guy that has the great shot but he’s also 
got the playmaking ability. I love the fact that he wants the puck in key 
situations and moments in the game. Everybody will say that they want it, 
but he shows it time and time again. … And then his overall game has 
come a long way. If you look back over our last six-to-eight games, I can 
guarantee you’ll find a big shot block in every one of them from him. That 
says a lot about the work he has put in away from the puck. I wasn’t 
seeing as much of that earlier in the year. He has been dedicated to 
making those contributions all over the ice.” 

15. Carson Lambos — LHD, Winnipeg Ice/JYP, 6-foot-1 

It’s tough to evaluate how Lambos is trending because he played one of 
the smaller sample sizes among the better prospects in this draft due to 
the WHL’s delays and an injury, which eventually pulled him out of the 
league’s Regina hub. I liked what I saw of him at Finland’s junior level, 
where he was dominant, but he only played a total of 14:22 in Liiga, so 
there’s not a lot to unravel there. Lambos was stellar for the Ice a year 
ago and there’s a lot to like (and very little to dislike) about his game. 
He’s athletic, he’s confident on the attack, he puts himself in a lot of 
transition sequences, he’s sturdy in engagements, his point shot pops, 
and he’s a heady playmaker who is capable of beating the first layer of 
pressure to make something happen. He doesn’t have any one dynamic 
quality that mirrors the defencemen ranked in front of him but it’s not hard 
to imagine him becoming a relied-upon all-situations defender. The risk, 
obviously, is that this year slows his trajectory. 

16. Aatu Räty — C, Kärpät, 6-foot-2 

There’s a lot to unpack in terms of the how and why of Räty’s 
rollercoaster progression to this point (which I delve into in the story 
hyperlinked below). A lot of his tools are assets that should serve him 
well within the North American game if/when he comes over, which helps 
with some of the challenges of projecting him forward today. He’s got a 

pro frame, quick hands, and a hard wrist shot (though he does tend to 
rattle a few too many of them off of the boards). His skating continues to 
be a focus for him as he works to build a little more agility into his power, 
which is already decent. When he’s engaged and active, he can be an 
effective forechecker who wins back possession and then makes plays 
off of the wall to the interior. When he’s playing with confidence with the 
puck, he’s also got the tools needed to create high-danger attempts for 
himself. I do worry about his decision-making, though, and there will 
continue to be ceiling and floor questions if his trajectory doesn’t begin to 
follow a steeper incline sooner rather than later. The parts are there, 
though, and I expect a big showing at next year’s world juniors could help 
him rebuild some of the confidence he’s lost. When he’s on his game, 
he’s still fun to watch. 

17. Matthew Coronato — LW/RW, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-10 

There’s no questioning Coronato’s effort level or his ability to make 
something happen in the home-plate area. He’s a determined, feisty 
player with the small-area skill package needed to play that kind of game. 
He’s also got rare spatial awareness which helps him understand where 
he is in relation to pressure and play off of it. And then he’s got a hard, 
quick release which rattles off of the heel of his blade and great feel 
around the net. The 57 goals in 59 games (in the USHL regular season 
and playoffs) are one thing. That earned him USHL Forward of the Year 
and thrust him into the conversation as a potential front half of the first-
round pick. But his game is also about detail, his forechecking presence, 
and his knack for getting to the right place at the right time. He’s also 
comfortable on both wings, which will serve him well up levels. 

Here’s a USHL source on Coronato: “I think he’s a first-round draft pick. I 
thought he should have been an A-rated player before. Coronato’s a 
great skater but his separating trait is his compete level and work ethic. If 
you look at NHL team rosters, how many first-round draft picks are on an 
NHL roster and aren’t even in the top-six? Now, I think he can be a top-
six player, but at worst he’s playing for you.” 

18. Logan Stankoven — LW/RW, Kamloops Blazers, 5-foot-8 

I had one source describe Stankoven as “superhuman” inside the 
offensive zone and when you hear that again and again in different ways 
from different people, and then you watch him fill the net on the ice, the 
size thing of him being 5-foot-8 begins to dissipate. From the top of the 
faceoff circles in, Stankoven’s a threatening creator who can crack a 
game open in a split second and who is even more dangerous the closer 
he gets to the hashmarks. He’s got a lethal release, he’s strong on his 
feet for his size, which helps him keep a surprising number of plays alive. 
He can break down defenders in traffic, he’s a sneaky-good facilitator, 
and he plays with a ton of energy. It’s not hard to imagine him building 
towards a career as a top-six winger in the NHL. 

19. Sebastian Cossa — G, Edmonton Oil Kings, 6-foot-6 

Two goalies in my first round!? I know, I know, I know, sacrilegious. For 
someone who admits to being cautious about his ability to evaluate 
goalies and rank them accordingly, and who professes to being wary 
about the ability of NHL clubs to do the same, I’m really high on both of 
the goalies in this draft (though I think there’s still a chance each could be 
picked higher than where I have them slotted). I think Cossa has 
benefitted in the last two years from playing behind Oil Kings teams 
which have done a good job in supporting him, but you don’t post a .928 
save percentage across 52 games spanning two seasons by accident 
and you’ve got my attention when you do it as his size. Bigger goalies 
often struggle with their movements and their recoveries but neither are 
an issue for Cossa. His size, positioning (he does a really good job 
holding his outside edges to be patient on shots) and reflexes help him 
block and grab a lot of pucks, but it’s his ability to bounce back into his 
stance or change directions with passes that separates him. 

20. Oskar Olausson — LW/RW, HV71, 6-foot-1 

Olausson’s an athletic, fast-in-straight-lines winger with hands like a 
much smaller player and an NHL wrist shot. He’s also a very confident 
player, so he’ll go right through a defender on one sequence and burn 
them to the perimeter on the next. He was overwhelmingly good against 
his peers when he played at the junior level this year but I was also 
impressed with his comfort level on the attack professionally in both the 
SHL and HockeyAllsvenskan. His ability to hang onto the puck under 
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pressure for a rangier player, or split through traffic to handle underneath 
sticks really is impressive. 

Here’s HV71’s J20 assistant coach Tom Jankovic: “His skating is out of 
the ordinary and he’s very straight to the goal with his aggressive skating. 
He’s also a sniper. The thing he needs to work on is his play without the 
puck and his ability to use his teammates and not do everything else. … 
He has a very good possibility to reach the NHL some day.” 

21. Xavier Bourgault — C, Shawinigan Cataractes, six-feet 

Due to his October 2002 birthday, Bourgault has the rare advantage of 
having just completed his third QMJHL season. In the last two of those 
seasons, he’s had an impressive run, with a combined 53 goals and 115 
points in 97 regular-season and playoff games. He was Shawinigan’s 
second-most productive player in both of those seasons behind Stars 
first-round pick Mavrik Bourque. Bourgault’s game doesn’t leap off the ice 
at you but he’s dangerous in a variety of ways, with a deceptive release 
that comes off of his blade early in his shooting motion and stance to 
surprise goalies (off of either foot or from awkward postures, too) and 
good playmaking instincts inside the offensive zone. He’s also an able 
carrier who adjusts to pressure and plays through contact consistently 
thanks in part to good core balance over a wide skating stance — a 
stance which can create a bit of an A-frame and limit his speed, though 
I’d still qualify him as an above-average skater. He’s also a serviceable 
defensive player — though I wouldn’t say it’s a focal point of his game — 
who does a good job staying above pucks and working to win back 
possession. I like the overall package as a late first-round pick with a 
legitimate middle-six projection. 

22. Corson Ceulemans — RHD, Brooks Bandits, 6-foot-2 

There’s a lot to like about Ceulemans’ package. He’s right-handed. He’s 
big, and sturdy, and athletic and he uses his heaviness to play a rugged 
style against the rush and in his own zone along the wall (though he can 
also settle into lackadaisical defensive posture a little too often and get 
caught puck-watching). He’s also capable offensively, with an attacking 
style which is complemented by a hard point shot (off of his snap shot 
and his low slap shot) and quick offensive-zone instincts through holes 
as they open. I do have some reservations about his game, though, 
including a propensity for mistakes and turnovers and some trouble with 
his gaps getting caught flatfooted. A strong performance at U18 worlds 
did help to massage some of those worries because he did a really good 
job playing within himself while remaining aggressive, but a bet on 
Ceulemans is a bet on his raw pro tools. If he can put it all together, he’ll 
be a very good pro defenceman. 

23. Brennan Othmann — LW, Flint Firebirds/EHC Olten, six-feet 

A year ago, Othmann was good in Flint (good enough to be first-team all-
rookie in the OHL) without really living up to his — or most scouts’ — 
expectations. And this year has felt like more of the same. He played well 
in Switzerland, contributing in a top-nine role in the country’s second-tier 
pro league and helping to turn around a struggling team. He had his 
moments at U18 worlds, too (including a between-the-legs goal at the 
crease). But for a player with his offensive gifts, he still often leaves me 
wanting more. There’s legitimate high-end skill to his game, including 
impressive touch with the puck, a goal scorer’s touch in the way he 
masks his release with his footwork (it’s an accurate, deceptive shot 
more than a hard one), and heady spatial awareness inside the offensive 
zone. 

Here’s a source on Othmann: “He still needs to work on his skating but 
he has time to develop it. His hockey IQ, his vision, his skill level, his 
ability to score, his ability to work with really good players in a top-six 
role, I think he’s the real deal there 100 percent.” 

24. Francesco Pinelli — C, Kitchener Rangers/HDD Jesenice, six-feet 

Pinelli’s game is archetypal of the way the game is trending. He’s a slick, 
creative puckhandler and facilitator who manipulates set structures to 
create lanes for himself, slicing pucks through and around feet and 
sticks. He’s also light and airy on his blades, with skating mechanics 
around quick cuts and adjustable edges more than straight-line power. 
He’s an entertaining, puck-dominant east-west player who thrives when 
he gets a lot of touches. And while his decision-making with the puck can 
be a little suspect at times (and resulted in a brief benching during his 

otherwise impressive U18 worlds), he’s diligent without the puck and 
projects as a centre long-term. 

25. Isak Rosén — LW/RW, Leksands IF, 5-foot-11 

Rosén’s a slippery goal-scoring winger who just looks talented in 
possession. On the attack, he’s a crafty handler who sneaks through 
traffic to navigate in and out of space in control, drawing attention as he 
goes. A lot of the tools he hones are also the ones required of smaller 
players in today’s game. He’s inventive. He’s a light, fluid skater who 
changes directions in an instant and beats defenders off of cuts. And his 
ability as a marksman really can’t be overstated. His shot is pinpoint 
accurate (both his one-timer and especially his wrister) and he makes a 
ton of quick adjustments before he releases the puck to catch goalies 
and defenders off guard. Though his mentality is to look to attack the slot 
to score, he’s also got great touch with the puck when play breaks down 
and he has to improvise or make a play to a linemate. He’s going to have 
to learn to play a little differently to build towards a scoring role at pro 
levels and there were times this season in the SHL where he looked a 
little overwhelmed and timid (which differs starkly from what he’s like 
against his peers), but if the right team is willing to be patient with him, 
the payoff could be worth it. 

26. Sean Behrens — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Behrens was one of USA Hockey’s most consistent players from start to 
finish this season — and one of the lone bright spots at U18s when the 
program was hit by injuries and tournament COVID-19 protocols. He’s a 
mobile, active-in-all-three-zones defender who can control a game with 
his ability to exit his own zone, navigate through the neutral zone, lead 
entries, and then manage offensive-zone sequences with his calculated 
aggression and quick reads. He’s also got a silky first touch and does a 
great job identifying his next play before the puck has arrived on his stick. 
And though his ability to create time and space and then attack is the 
hallmark of his game, he’s also a sound defender for his size who is 
always engaged, plays a tight gap, and rarely has bad night. I love how 
fearless he is attacking with his feet off of the line because he can break 
down structure. 

Here’s Muse on Behrens: “Sean does a great job of taking away space. 
(He) hasn’t gotten the memo yet on how big he is. He plays like he just 
doesn’t know. That’s part of who he is as a player. That’s what makes 
him him. He does a great job using his feet to kill plays and he combines 
that with great instincts. He’s able to anticipate, he’s able to be a step 
ahead, and he’s got really good stick detail. And then he’s so quick to 
transition out of it.” 

27. Mackie Samoskevich — RW, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-11 

A year ago, after the Chicago Steel’s record-breaking 2019-20 season 
was abruptly ended by the COVID-19 pandemic, the team’s general 
manager, Ryan Hardy, told me Samoskevitch — who was only his team’s 
eighth-leading scorer — was his most purely-gifted player. This year, in a 
more prominent role, Samoskevitch’s season was marked by some highs 
and lows as he tried to put it all together and take over. His ability with 
the puck and the speed with which he’s able to execute both rank among 
the very best in this draft. His feet and hands can both keep up with one 
another, turning defenders on their heels (and sometimes inside out). 
There’s a genius to his game that allows him to see plays through layers 
that others don’t, and then he’s got the finesse needed to feather saucer 
passes off of his forehand and backhand and execute them. I love the 
way he moves inside the offensive zone and the high tempo he plays 
with. And while he’s not a big player, I wouldn’t categorize him as small 
or weak, with decent strength through the base of his stride that allows 
him to keep sequences alive. I’d like to see him look to attack underneath 
to the inside a little more and his numbers don’t pop as much as his skill 
level does, but he’s still a first-round talent. Samoskevich will join 
Michigan in the fall. 

Here’s Michigan head coach Mel Pearson on Samoskevitch: “He’s got 
good skating ability, really good skill, really good hockey IQ, and he 
makes people around him better. He’s got to play with a little more 
sandpaper but that’ll come with time.” 

28. Nikita Chibrikov — C/W, SKA St. Petersburg, 5-foot-10 

Where many gifted young prospects play loose, flowing games that rely 
on hanging onto the puck and often playing away from pressure until the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 23, 2021 

 

right play opens up, Chibrikov plays a direct, more intentional game. 
Against his peers, that game allows him to attack at and through 
pressure, create his own chances, and drive play to the inside when he 
has the puck. When there isn’t the same space to attack into or the same 
openings in coverage against men, his game can really quiet. When he’s 
engaged in the fight and keeping his feet moving, there’s a lot to like 
about his ability to impact a shift (both by ramping up the pace with his 
skating or slowing the game down to play a little more calculating) in a 
variety of ways. But I’ve also come away from some viewings feeling like 
he wasn’t nearly as active or present as he needed to be. He’s a bit of an 
enigma. A strong performance at U18 worlds definitely helped him 
solidify his stock as a first-rounder, though. 

29. Samu Salminen — C/LW, Jokerit, 6-foot-2 

Here’s the thing about Samu Salminen: He’s got one of the best shots in 
the draft. Here’s the other thing about Samu Salminen: He’s an awkward, 
clumsy skater through his forward pushes. Juxtaposing those things can 
be difficult because the list of natural scorers at lower levels who don’t 
pan out because of skating issues is a long one. But the more I’ve 
watched Salminen, the more convinced I’ve become that with the right 
development he’ll be just fine. The shot is the shot. He’s going to be able 
to beat goalies with it when he gets to his spots and it gives him 
legitimate power-play upside. It comes off heavy (with a lot of spin) and 
he places it under the bar at a very high rate without missing the net a lot. 
But there’s more to Salminen’s game than that. He’s also a deft 
stickhandler, which blends well with his length to make him an excellent 
puck protector, helping him get to his spots with control against reaching 
defenders when the play slows down inside the offensive zone. And he’s 
also a conscientious player without the puck. So not only does he win his 
fair share of board battles but he then has the tools required to take the 
play off of the wall to the interior. 

30. Simon Robertsson — LW/RW, Skellefteå AIK, six-feet 

Robertsson is a play-driving, versatile winger with a standout wrist shot, 
who pushes tempo through neutral ice with a compact stride. He makes 
a lot of smart, aggressive plays inside the offensive zone, and can 
process the game at speed. When he gets the puck, he’s looking to take 
it at defenders and attack the inside. But there’s also variety to his game 
and when the play to the middle isn’t there, he has demonstrated a knack 
for being unpredictable, so there is a creative flair to his game. Recent 
viewings (both before and into U18s) did leave me feeling like he was 
missing the defining skill needed to turn a B-plus prospect you take in the 
20s-40s into the A-minus one you’d consider in the teens, though. 

31. Ayrton Martino — LW, Omaha Lancers, 5-foot-11 

Martino’s one of the oldest players on this list (born Sept. 28, 2002) but 
he’s got a three-year track record of strong age-adjusted results at two 
different junior levels. Stylistically, he’s one of the very best problem-
solvers in this draft class. He never really looks like he’s in trouble 
because he’s constantly surveilling his options, he pivots into and out of 
traffic effortlessly, and he finds teammates on the backside of coverage 
incredibly well. I watched him make dozens of small-area plays through 
four or five bodies from a standstill to set up a teammate for a high-
danger chance in my viewings this year. He’s not the fastest skater, nor 
the strongest player, nor the hardest shooter, but there’s a poise and 
understanding of spacing to his game that makes him hard for defenders 
to disrupt. I’d like to see him engage himself in the play a little more 
without the puck but it’s his ability to slip in and out of pockets of space 
and make soft skill plays all over the ice (including off of his backhand) 
that will carry him. 

32. Dylan Duke — C/LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Duke’s a stocky player with a nose for the net who plays bigger than his 
size, stays on top of pucks when he’s being leaned on, and always 
seems to be open. There are mixed opinions on how his game will 
translate, though. I’ve had at least one source say they prefer Duke to 
Pastujov, and another say they wouldn’t take Duke in the draft’s first two 
rounds due to worries about his average footspeed. I’m a big believer, 
though. He plays an impressive 200-foot game, he’s tenacious, he loves 
to drive the crease and make plays into bodies, he regularly outmuscles 
bigger opponents, and he’s got quick hands and a wrist shot that can 
cleanly beat goalies from mid-range. He’s not going to be a one-and-
done, or even two-and-done player in college (especially with the depth 
the Wolverines have, which may mean it takes him some time to get 

opportunities atop the lineup), but I wouldn’t be surprised if he becomes 
one of the NCAA’s top forwards as an upperclassman. If he can improve 
upon his acceleration, that’ll go a long way. 

33. Scott Morrow — RHD, Shattuck St. Mary’s, 6-foot-2 

This season, Morrow dominated the prep school circuit more than just 
about any player I’ve watched and tracked in recent years. He’s an 
excellent transition defender who transports pucks confidently, plays 
boldly inside the offensive zone, and possesses impressive handling skill 
for a defenceman. At Shattuck, he was an exit/entry machine who carved 
teams up through the neutral zone with head fakes, side-steps and cuts 
(his skating really impresses on its edges, even if he’s not explosive). 
When he’s on the ice, he wants to take over and direct play in 
possession and does so by guiding opposing players out of his way. I 
didn’t think he looked quite like himself in his six games with the USHL’s 
Fargo Force but he was jumping into a new team (which already had 
three established top defenders) and a new league during the playoffs. 
With some fine-tuning defensively, where he can be a little wayward at 
times (though some of that has to do with some bad habits creeping in at 
a level that was beneath him, I think), there’s serious upside to Morrow’s 
game. 

Ben Umhoefer, coached Morrow at Shattuck: “There’s no doubt in my 
mind he’s a first-round talent. I’ve coached Jackson Lacombe, I’ve 
coached Cam York, two of my favourite players, and from a talent 
perspective Scott has more talent than both of those guys. The thing that 
always kind of held Scott back was his skating. His agility and mobility 
has always been exceptional but his power, he has worked extremely 
hard on it.” 

34. Joshua Roy — C, Sherbrooke Phoenix, six-feet 

Roy’s one of my favourites in this draft class and not for the reasons I’m 
usually fond of a player. He’s going to be available deeper into the draft 
than he probably should be, too. There are a couple of reasons for that. 
One is his midseason trade from Saint John to Sherbrooke (which he 
requested in part to be closer to family when COVID-19 restrictions 
meant that they couldn’t visit), which comes with all sorts of 
complications in a draft. These include different scouts in the building, a 
new head coach, new linemates, and usually a different role. Another is 
the overexposure that can follow prospects like Roy, who every Eastern 
Canada scout has been watching since he was 14 and working towards 
his No. 1 selection in the QMJHL draft. Another is his game, which 
doesn’t really grab you. He doesn’t play the evasive, puck-dominant style 
that I and so many others are now drawn to. But there’s real substance to 
his game, which I believe has several translatable pro qualities, not the 
least of which is his exemplary puck-protection skill. He does an excellent 
job leaning on defenders and controlling the puck in the middle of the ice 
to get to his spot and create chances. And then when he doesn’t have it, 
his timing and routes help him get open or pounce on rebounds to remain 
opportunistic. He’s hard on pucks, he’s got good hands in tight and 
around the net, and he scores a lot of weak-side goals. He’s not going to 
find a lot of highlight reels but I like his odds at becoming a 
complementary top-nine player who can drive shot attempts. He’s also a 
much better passer than his 23 goals to 16 assists (he finished with 39 
points in 38 games) skew this year indicates, which was necessitated by 
his linemates on both teams. 

35. Zachary Bolduc — C/W, Rimouski Océanic, 6-foot-1 

After thriving on a stacked Rimouski team a year ago, where he scored 
30 goals and won the QMJHL’s rookie of the year award, Bolduc faced 
completely different circumstances this year on a rebuilding Rimouski 
team that won just 13 of 39 games. From an evaluation standpoint, I 
actually find it helps to see a player in both of those situations. This year, 
as the team’s primary offensive creator, Bolduc had to make things 
happen for himself — and did so successfully. A year ago, there were 
more cookies but he also showcased his ability to play off of his 
linemates as more of a give-and-go shooter than an individual creator. 
Both of those experiences have made him a better hockey player and 
should serve him well into next season with the Québec Remparts, 
who’ve acquired him via trade. Mix in an appendectomy, which caused 
him to miss a month of hockey during a pivotal development period, and 
there’s a lot to consider with how Bolduc’s career has played out to this 
point before you even get to the skill set. As far as the skill set goes, 
though, I think Bolduc has been a little miscast as a scorer. He’s 
confident attacking off the flank to the slot, and he gets his wrister off in a 
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hurry (though it’s not overpowering), but I think he sees the ice at an 
advanced level and plays with good speed as well. Without the puck, 
he’s also a responsible, no-cheat player who understands his role within 
a system. He has also played all three forward positions in his young 
career. I expect he’ll be picked in the first round. My only reservation in 
ranking him there is about his ceiling, which I think tops out as a second-
line player if all goes well. 

36. Fedor Svechkov — LW/C, Lada Togliatti, six-feet 

It has taken me some time to come to terms with Svechkov’s game. I 
don’t like his stride, which extends back through his toes, hunching him 
over his feet, instead of back and out through the arches of his feet. He’s 
also not a particularly dynamic offensive presence. He’s not scary when 
he’s out there. What he is, though, is one of the most complete hockey 
players in the draft. He’s an excellent defensive player who has a knack 
for disrupting and lifting pucks, is always in sound position, and supports 
the play low before he even thinks about going the other way. The latter 
tool helps him be available for his linemates and involve through the 
neutral zone without needing to be fast. He also does a good job creating 
separation with his go-to stop-up to force defenders off of him and allow 
him to attack back into the space they’ve left behind. He has also 
managed to produce at a consistently high level against his peers despite 
lacking that high-end quality that most first-round forwards possess. He’s 
able to do that for some of the same reasons he’s so effective without the 
puck: A lot of quick, smart plays and his understanding of spacing. I don’t 
want this to position him as unskilled, either, because he’s not. He’s 
plenty capable of carrying the puck and making plays in the offensive 
zone. In fact, against his peers, those tools can sometimes really shine. 
He made progress in the VHL once he began playing a little less passive 
there, too. But the real strength of his game is in its details. 

37. Jack Peart — LHD, Fargo Force/Grand Rapids High, 5-foot-11 

Peart just looked better and better with each new viewing this season, 
vaulting from outside my preliminary list to 48th at midseason and now 
37th here. After starting the year in the USHL, he chose to leave the 
Force to play his high school season from January through March, 
winning Minnesota’s Mr. Hockey in the process. When he returned to the 
Force at the start of April for the remainder of the regular season and into 
the playoffs, it was clear that he felt like he could be more assertive, too 
— and finished the year with 11 points in his final 13 games. He’s a 
heady transition defenceman who excels at breaking the puck out of his 
own zone and starting the rush through neutral ice. But it’s evident that 
he also prides himself on working to be active and disruptive defensively, 
even if he’s not overtly physical (physicality should not be confused with 
work ethic!), and he does a really good job breaking up plays as a result. 
Peart excites me. It feels like he’s just scratching the surface and I can’t 
wait to see what he looks like when he eventually develops the 
confidence he had in high school hockey when he starts at St. Cloud 
State next season. 

Here’s an anonymous USHL coach on Peart: “He is going to make 
somebody look really smart. Elite brain. One of those kids that grows on 
you the more you watch him. The IQ side of the game comes so naturally 
to him.” 

And here’s Peart’s former coach, Billy Hengen: “We had a saying about 
Peart: ‘With Peart, we win every tournament. Without Peart, sometimes 
we lose a tournament.’ He’s a winner, man. He’s an incredible talent and 
he’s got that Northern Minnesota ‘not-going-to-get-beat’ mentality.” 

38. Zach Dean — C, Gatineau Olympiques, six-feet 

It’s impossible to dislike the way Dean plays hockey. He works his tail off, 
he’s always applying pressure without the puck defensively, he’s always 
in motion with or without the puck offensively, he plays on the inside of 
the ice, and he can be trusted in all situations. That’s his foundation. 
Then on top of that, he’s got fast hands, he’s one of the better puck 
transporters through the neutral zone in the draft, he’s a fluid skater, and 
he likes to drive a line. I’m not sure how high his ceiling is but he makes 
things happen and there are a lot of people in the sport who think he’s 
going to be a good NHLer. 

39. Samu Tuomaala — RW/LW, Kärpät, 5-foot-10 

I really don’t love using comparables but Tuomaala gives me Eeli 
Tolvanen vibes, for good and bad reasons. I was too high on Tolvanen in 

his draft year and beyond and I’ve tried to re-evaluate why ever since. 
They’re different players, but Tuomaala, like Tolvanen, is a 5-foot-10 
shooter who doesn’t score as much as he should. Both are players 
blessed with natural gifts who’ve always seemed to produce at rates 
lower than they ought to. He’s a better skater than Tolvanen was at the 
same age, which should help him run into fewer obstacles as he 
progresses up levels, but Tolvanen was also more dynamic with the 
puck. Tuomaala’s a plus-level skater who has good hands and a 
dangerous mid-range shot that allows him to score some pretty goals, 
but there are times when I think he forces his looks and takes too many 
low-percentage shots from the outside. When he plays an up-tempo, 
energizing game, he’s very effective. His skill makes him a lot of fun to 
watch when he’s surrounded by talented players, too (as was the case at 
U18s). But I do have concerns about his ability to make things happen 
himself and his processing power (ie. his choices with the puck under 
duress). 

40. Zachary L’Heureux — LW, Halifax Mooseheads, 5-foot-11 

L’Heureux’s a lot to handle. He’s difficult to knock off balance. When he 
leans into his shot (which he does often), it whips off of his stick. When 
he’s ramped up and engaged, he’s a pesky, physical, powerful winger 
who can barrel at, or through, opponents to the middle-third of the ice. He 
can really impose himself on the game. But I’ve also seen him play 
games where he has a negative impact on play. I’ve been warned by two 
sources about his attitude — he was suspended this year for spitting on 
an opponent — and he’s got a short temper that puts him in the penalty 
box too much for my liking. He’s going to need to learn to play within 
himself and stay on the right side of a fine line. And while he possesses a 
lot of the tools teams look for in “hard to play against” middle-six scorers 
with skill, buyer beware. He’s going to be picked higher than this but I 
can’t seem to wrap my head around some of his actions. 

41. Aidan Hreschuk — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

Hreschuk’s disappointing showing at U18 worlds left a bit of a sour taste 
in my mouth (it was really the first run of play in two years where he has 
struggled) but he’s still a kid I’m higher on than most. He lacks that one 
dynamic quality that says, “that’s going to carry him to the NHL,” but he 
plays a modern, possession-driving game backed by making simple 
plays consistently well in all three zones. Across the offensive-zone blue 
line, he’s a careful manager who uses good footwork and tracking to 
place pucks through lanes to the net for a shot or to a teammate for a 
scoring chance. Inside his own zone, he does a good job navigating 
away from danger to start exits with little bump passes or that split 
second of poise required for a teammate to get open for a headman. He 
reads the play correctly much more often than incorrectly with and 
without the puck. There’s some quiet deception to his game, and he’s 
just as comfortable running the offence with the puck on his stick as he is 
playing deferentially to his teammates depending on the situation. I 
wouldn’t bet against him making a strong case for himself as a second-
pairing NHLer in the prime of his career. 

Here’s what Muse said on Hreschuk: “For me, it’s his two-way game that 
really stands out. He’s making contributions at both ends of the ice all of 
the time. He’s a real competitor. You just watch the way he engages in 
puck battles, 50-50 pucks. He’s a guy that as a coach when he goes into 
puck battles he’s going to give himself the edge just because of the 
natural compete level he plays with. He makes a great first pass, he 
transitions the puck well, he can get up in the play, he can add to the 
offence, and he’s a guy that’s extremely trusted in all situations.” 

42. William Strömgren — LW, MODO Hockey/Örnsköldsvik HF, 6-foot-3 

I’ve talked to a number of scouts who have Strömgren as a first-round 
talent in this draft, and I debated him as high as 27th or 28th (I think he’d 
probably be a reach for me in front of any of the players 26-and-up on my 
board) throughout this process. Though the gut instinct with a player his 
height is to expect them to play a power game, Strömgren is more of a 
skill type. He’ll beat you with a quick backhand-to-forehand cut into a 
scoring chance, but he doesn’t play a power/physical game and he still 
has some room on his frame to get a little stronger so that he can play a 
more forceful style. He’s very comfortable with the puck on his stick for a 
player his size, which helps him carry the puck over the line and make 
plays in transition with his decent speed. After dominating the junior level, 
he didn’t look out of place in Sweden’s second or third-tier pro levels this 
year either. I don’t think he’s ever going to be the primary driver on an 
NHL line, which kept him out of a first-round ranking, but he’s got a 
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chance to be a complementary scorer and I’ve been impressed by his 
ability to find teammates through layers as a passer. 

43. Ville Koivunen — RW/LW, Kärpät, 5-foot-11 

Koivunen is a delight to watch with the puck on his stick. He’s a crafty 
problem-solver whose game tilts towards offence (he’s got work to do to 
become a more reliable player defensively). He can manufacture offence 
in a lot of ways off of the perimeter, whether that’s playing pucks into 
space with the perfect weight or baiting defenders into reaches so that he 
can cut past them. He’s going to need to get stronger to carve the ice up 
the same way at pro levels as he does in his age group but his June 
birthday suggests he’ll be able to play catch-up in the gym and the three-
year contract he recently signed with Kärpät will give him the time he 
needs to do that. 

44. Anton Olsson — LHD, Malmö Redhawks, six-feet 

Olsson has taken a bit of an advanced path to this point in his career 
relative to most of the other Swedish draft eligibles considered here. He 
played 41 games in the SHL this season and after playing limited 
minutes through the first two-thirds of those games, he never played less 
than 10:31 in his final 12 games of the regular season (which included 
eight games over 15 minutes and two over 19) plus two playoff games. 
Though he started U18 worlds on Sweden’s top pairing and top power-
play unit, he didn’t meet my expectations. I like the way he transitions 
pucks through neutral ice with his feet (he’s quite comfortable with the 
puck moving in all four directions). He does a good job beating the first 
layer of pressure off of the point to walk into more dangerous spots, as 
well. And he’s a tactical player on zone exits who does a beautiful job 
starting rushes with small, little escapes and a lot of plays off of his 
backhand. I wouldn’t call him a threatening offensive player but he reads 
the sheet in front of him effectively and he does a good job walking the 
line to lace shots through. Defensively, he handles himself well in 
engagements, doesn’t back down physically (though he doesn’t look for it 
per se either), and plays a sound positional game inside his own zone. I 
thought he struggled with the rush a little at worlds but that hasn’t been a 
common feeling I’ve had. 

45. Tristan Broz — LW, Fargo Force, six-feet 

Broz is an October 2002 and his production in the USHL (62 points in 63 
games) is good without being particularly impressive in that context. He 
was Fargo’s most consistent forward this year, though, and led the team 
in scoring rate (0.98 points per game compared to gifted Sabres prospect 
Aaron Huglen’s 0.90). I thought he was excellent in the USHL playoffs, 
where he drew a lot of attention, didn’t shy away from it, and made a lot 
happen when he was on the ice. He’s more than comfortable with the 
physical side of the game in contested areas but there are times when he 
can play too passively defensively (he can factor in in a variety of ways 
when he keeps his feet moving). Offensively, he’s a patient creator who 
utilizes space extremely well, finds openings, and understands how to 
pull defenders in so that he can make a play through them into the gaps 
in coverage they’ve left behind. He can drift to the perimeter in control a 
little too much but he works so well cross-ice from there that he’s able to 
put a lot of pucks through to the backdoor. I like his one-timer from the 
flank on the power play as well (he’s a better goal scorer than his 22 
goals this season indicate). I don’t think there’s star power to his game 
but there’s no question he’s gifted with the puck. 

46. Aleksandr Kisakov — LW, MHK Dynamo Moskva, 5-foot-10 

Kisakov has this spin move that he uses one-on-one with defenders on 
the perimeter that is somewhere between a cut-back and a pirouette that 
he has absolutely mastered as a way to create separation for himself. He 
is one of the more fun players to watch in the draft because he’s never 
actually in trouble with the puck on his stick, and regularly pulls and 
drags it through feet to beat the same defender twice (which will get 
harder against better defenders but is a sure sign of skill and comfort). 
He’s also got a silky-smooth first touch, which helps him catch and 
release pucks quickly (to shoot or give it back). His ability to change 
directions, adjust on his edges in control to hang onto the puck under 
pressure, and flurry around the offensive zone to wreak havoc make him 
a first-round talent. My concern is with his size. He’s now listed at 150 
pounds by NHL Central Scouting and he’s a November 2002 so he’s on 
the older side of this draft class. Even as the NHL game changes, it’s 
very hard for players as small as Kisakov to break through and impact 
play the same way they tend to at lower levels. Florida’s Aleski 

Heponiemi has found that out the hard way. There’s a boom or bust 
element to a Kisakov selection as a result. He’s magic out there, though. 

47. Olen Zellweger — LHD, Everett Silvertips, 5-foot-9 

Zellweger had quite the coming-out party this year both in the WHL and 
U18 worlds, where he was one of the tournament’s most noticeable 
defenders game-to-game. He’s an effortless four-way skater who uses 
his feet to be in constant motion with and without the puck offensively, as 
well as to swallow up carriers in the neutral zone with tight gaps, virtually 
gluing himself to the hips of opposing players. He’s on the smaller side 
for a defenceman and he’s not a natural finisher or individual creator so 
much as he’s a roving distributor, but he’s also less than a week away 
from being eligible for the 2022 draft and he has followed one of the 
steeper progressions in the draft as is. The runway he has, with the rate 
with which he’s improving, is really exciting and makes him worth a swing 
in the first two rounds. He’s tremendous on his edges, he’s an escape 
artist, and I love his approach. 

Here’s Team Canada U18 head coach Dave Barr on Zellweger: “You do 
not have to ask him to skate. It’s a lot easier to pull reins on a horse than 
to kick them in the ass all the time. He’s a very active player. And he’s 
willing to block shots and take hits to make plays. He can think the game 
fast and he can also play the game fast. He’s got good hands. He’s got 
great feet. He’s an Energizer Bunny out there. And he’ll go into the tough 
areas and take hits to make plays. He’s got that uncanny ability to get the 
job done.” 

48. Stanislav Svozil — LHD, HC Kometa Brno, 6-foot-1 

I have mixed feelings about Svozil, who helped his stock at U20s only to 
disappoint me at U18s (with stagnant progression domestically in the 
Czech Republic in between). When he attacks and plays with confidence, 
he can look like an entry machine who dictates play when he’s on the ice. 
I really enjoy watching him play when he’s activating to join the rush into 
the high slot and looking to involve himself in the offensive zone. He’s got 
good hands and mobility, particularly moving forward (I think he can 
struggle with his gaps at times when he’s on his heels). But there have 
been too many times where I’ve watched him play and he has looked like 
he’s either forcing the issue or he’s sitting back much too much. And 
when a player’s games exist at those two polar ends of the spectrum all 
the time, it’s a sign to me that he doesn’t yet know who he is or how he 
can be most effective. That worries me for a kid who may be selected in 
the first round. There are some tools to like there and he’s got a pro 
frame to grow into but I’m just not convinced his defensive game or his 
offensive game are strong enough to become more than a third-pairing 
guy. 

49. Daniil Chayka — LHD, CSKA/Zvezda/Krasnaya Armiya Moskva, 6-
foot-3 

I was impressed by Chayka in several viewings this year in the MHL, 
KHL and at the Karjala Cup, but I also watched him play some ugly 
games in the VHL and at the world juniors, where he struggled early on 
with the big role he was given and was eventually scratched. He’s a long 
defender whose active stick breaks up a lot of plays in the neutral zone 
and is comfortable enough with the puck at the offensive-zone blue line 
that the Russians have used him on power-play units when he has 
played with his age group (though that’s not saying a lot given the state 
of the 2002 and 2003 birth years of Russian defencemen). I do find that 
his long stick can hinder him at the point, where his wrist shots come off 
of his stick softly because of a high grip and a stilted posture, but he’s 
decently mobile side-to-side, he gets his shots through consistently, and 
he takes away a lot of space inside his own zone as well as defending 
the rush (though I have seen speedier players burn him wide and his 
pivots still need some work). While I understand the appeal of a long 
defenceman who possesses a mature defensive game and isn’t devoid 
of talent, and he’ll definitely be gone before the 47th pick, I don’t think 
there’s quite enough skill to the package to warrant a first-round 
selection. 

50. Kirill Kirsanov — LHD, SKA St. Petersburg, 6-foot-1 

Kirsanov was one of the lone bright spots on a Russian blue line that 
couldn’t move the puck at the world juniors and I really liked what I saw 
out of him at all three of his domestic levels this year. He transports the 
puck really efficiently, using his feet to lead zone exits and walk the 
offensive-zone blue line. His lateral agility is particularly impressive, 
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weaving past pressure with ease through little mid-stride sidesteps and 
fakes (despite the fact that he’s a pretty heavyset player at 198 pounds 
already). He was nearly eligible for last year’s draft and his production 
doesn’t really pop, but he’s more of an A-to-B guy who plays a low-fuss 
defensive game and makes a lot of the small plays that don’t necessarily 
lead to points from the back end. He did not look out of place whatsoever 
on one of the giants of European hockey this season, even in games 
where he was tasked to play 20-plus minutes for SKA (which he did five 
times in 35 appearances with the top club, including once in the playoffs). 
He’s just a good hockey player who is aware at all times of where his 
linemates are and does an excellent job diffusing pressure to play the 
puck to safety. 

51. Conner Roulette — LW, Seattle Thunderbirds/Selkirk Steelers, 5-
foot-11 

There’s a cleverness to Roulette’s game that has always drawn me to 
him whenever he’s on the ice. He’s one of the better passers in the draft, 
with a sixth sense for finding teammates in positions to score. But he’s 
also a confident neutral-zone puck carrier who can lead transitions and 
then create upon entry for himself and make a play around the home-
plate area to score by sliding into a pocket, or attacking into traffic to pick 
his spot in the net and deliver his shot with precision accuracy. And 
though he’s not some kind of defensive specialist or offensive dynamo, I 
really like his game away from the puck — he keeps his feet moving to 
maintain a high work rate — and he’s got NHL hands and touch. I expect 
him to break out in the WHL next season as one of the league’s best 
forwards. 

52. Dmitri Kostenko — RHD, Lada Togliatti, 6-foot-1 

Kostenko turned me into a huge fan of his game a year ago, so much so 
that when this season started I considered ranking him in the first round. 
And though he continued to progress nicely this year, I wouldn’t say he 
took a huge step forward considering his September 2002 birthday. He 
was a good VHL defenceman this year and a dominant all-situations one 
when he played in the MHL, dictating play in all three zones and really 
breaking teams down off of the point inside the offensive zone with his 
ability to open up structure and facilitate east-to-west. He also grew an 
inch and added nearly 20 pounds in the last year which filled out his 
frame and helped him in engagements defensively. He’s got power-play 
upside and a polished defensive game. There’s really nothing about 
where he’s at that worries me. Now it’s just about seeing him in KHL 
action, which he’ll get next season after signing with Spartak. 

53. Brett Harrison — C, Oshawa Generals/KOOVEE, 6-foot-2 

Harrison was among the OHLers to go abroad to play this season and he 
managed to get into eight games in Finland (seven at the junior level and 
one in the second-tier Mestis). He looked dangerous at the junior level, 
generating four shot attempts per game and routinely getting underneath 
defenders to drop a shoulder and drive the net. He’s got a multi-
dimensional shot, with the ability to score with his one-timer, lean into a 
slap shot, generate power off of his backhand (goalies struggle to control 
rebounds from his backhand because it comes off with a lot of spin), rip 
the curl-and-drag, or use his frame to lean into his snap shot. He’s also 
got feel around the net and does a good job getting to the centre of the 
ice to tip and redirect pucks. His stride can look choppy and occasionally 
breaks down, but he generates decent power, does a good job keeping 
his feet moving, and makes it hard for defenders to take back possession 
with his ability to protect the puck out wide to his body. 

54. Prokhor Poltapov — RW/LW, Krasnaya Armiya Moskva, six-feet 

Poltapov plays a tenacious, driven style that complements a decent skill 
package. He can take the play at the opposition and attack the slot and 
was the driver and leading scorer on his MHL team this year and looked 
good at U18s. He plays fast (he’s a strong, balanced skater and he 
makes decisions quickly), works hard off the puck to get open and apply 
pressure defensively, thrives in the guts of the ice and has enough skill to 
get to the net and fight through traffic with control to score around the 
home-plate area. He can also involve his linemates and is the kind of 
player who is always in the mix and making something happen when he’s 
on the ice. But his skill doesn’t “wow” me and I’ve often told people that I 
usually come away from watching him play thinking “he’s good, but?” I 
like his odds at becoming a contributing pro forward, though. 

55. Wyatt Johnston — C/RW, Windsor Spitfires, 6-foot-1 

Johnston’s a talented, versatile, Jack-of-all-trades-type who is always on 
the right side of the puck, moulds his game to his linemates, excels in the 
faceoff circle, and plays with pace. He didn’t play this year other than 
U18s but I’ve had multiple people around the OHL reach out to me 
unprompted to pump his tires and tell me to keep an eye on him moving 
forward. There were people in Windsor who thought he was their best 
player some nights late last season and they were excited to see him 
take a step this year. He’s not going to break a defender’s ankles one-on-
one but he’s a diligent, up-tempo player with a well-rounded offensive 
toolbox and a standout two-way game. 

One OHL scout told me this: “He’s filled out a little from all I’ve seen and 
heard and I think his goal-scoring/passing skills set him up to project at 
least as a solid middle-six forward.” 

Here’s Barr on Johnston: “He’s always a guy that I don’t have any 
problem putting on the ice in any situation. I know he can distribute pucks 
and I know he can play defence. He knows how to work down low in the 
defensive zone and he’s a good draw guy. He’s a guy who just doesn’t 
make very many mistakes.” 

56. Riley Kidney — C, Acadie-Bathurst Titan, 5-foot-11 

One of the biggest risers of this draft class, Kidney got better as the year 
went on and into a sensational playoffs where he registered 17 points in 
nine games while shooting just 7.7 percent (two goals on 26 shots). 
Kidney’s a fabulous pass-first playmaking pivot who breezes around the 
ice and thrives with the puck on his stick, picking teams apart with delays 
and just the right amount of patience. He’ll need to get stronger to finish 
more of those chances he does such a good job of creating for himself 
and build in more of a scoring element to his game but his 
underdeveloped physique doesn’t prevent him from being disruptive and 
involved without the puck. He does a wonderful job transitioning play up 
ice so that he can spend his shifts on the offensive half. 

57. Ryder Korczak — C, Moose Jaw Warriors, 5-foot-11 

Korczak is a hardworking puck transporter and distributor who leads his 
linemates into the offensive zone and then gives them the puck in their 
wheelhouse with perfect timing and weight. Though he’s a first-year 
eligible player, he’s also got parts of four seasons in the WHL under his 
belt. In the last two years with a rebuilding Moose Jaw program, he has 
racked up 83 points (21 goals and an impressive 62 assists) in 79 
games. He plays a fast, on-the-puck game, is capable of running a power 
play, and thrives under pressure inside the offensive zone at making slick 
small-area plays through layers. I’d like to see him score more given his 
talent level but that’s just not really his style. He’ll have to build some 
more strength to take that next step too. 

58. Liam Dower Nilsson — C, Frölunda HC/Hanhals IF, six-feet 

After a solid year in Sweden, Dower Nilsson wore the “C” for the national 
team at U18s and I found myself wondering whether he was trying to do 
too much in the role. He didn’t impress me in his final showings before 
the draft at the tournament, often chasing hits or attempting plays that 
weren’t there. There are a lot of pro qualities in Dower Nilsson’s game 
worth liking when he plays within himself, though. He’s hard on pucks, he 
forechecks diligently to apply pressure, force turnovers and jump into 
gaps to intercept pucks. And then when he has the puck, his ability to 
quickly identify targets and correctly read the offensive zone is normally a 
strength of his game. I do worry because his skill isn’t particularly 
dynamic that he ends up on a role-player trajectory. 

59. Brent Johnson — RHD, Sioux Falls Stampede, 5-foot-11 

Johnson was a superb even-strength defender in the USHL this year, 
driving results in all areas and visibly impacting the game in all three 
zones as a first-year player who logged big minutes. His 0.40 primary 
points per game ranked third among all USHL defencemen behind only 
20-year-old Bruins 2020 second-round pick and defenceman of the year 
winner Mason Lohrei and 20-year-old Ducks 2019 fourth-round pick 
Henry Thrun, who was a standout defenceman at Harvard a year ago 
and was playing in the USHL because the Ivy League schools put their 
programs on pause. Johnson was also a hugely effective defensive 
player with the Stampede, outscoring the opposition 64-44 (59.3 goals-
for percentage) with him on the ice at evens while being outscored 52-88 
(37.1 goals-for percentage) with him off the ice at evens. Those are 
pretty stunning results. There’s restraint to Johnson’s game where he 
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doesn’t attempt to force plays or try to do too much, so you won’t often 
see him try to take over on his own or make a “pull-you-out-of-your seat” 
play but he’s comfortable with the puck on his stick and he’s elusive and 
poised under pressure. Sound footwork helps him get out of trouble and 
advance play in the right direction, and I like his stick detail defensively a 
lot. Once he gets a little more assertive and builds some power into his 
game, there should be another level for him to reach in college at North 
Dakota. 

Here’s Sioux Falls assistant coach Brett Skinner on Johnson: “I believe in 
him as a pro player and I believe he fits into what NHL teams are trying 
to do now in terms of playing fast. As a defenceman now, you can’t just 
be a defensive defenceman, you can’t just be an offensive defenceman, 
and he kind of fits that mould with the way the game is going and should 
be going.” 

60. Justin Robidas — C/W, Val-d’Or Foreurs, 5-foot-8 

Robidas is a little guy with sneaky strength who does a little bit of 
everything. On the puck, he’s got the soft hands and playmaking acumen 
you’d hope for out of a diminutive player plus the mid-range wrister you 
don’t always expect. Off of it, he knows the value of playing without the 
puck and makes sure he’s not a liability with his positioning, activity, and 
reads. He has turned a lot of people in the scouting community and the 
QMJHL into believers with the honesty of his high-skill game. 

61. Ryan Winterton — RW, Hamilton Bulldogs, 6-foot-2 

Winterton’s another name I’ve had people in OHL circles tell me not to 
sleep on despite his lack of games outside of U18 worlds. He’s a straight 
lines player who boasts a strong north-south stride, a dangerous release 
in motion, a strong give-and-go game, and instincts around the offensive 
zone that help him pounce on rebounds and time his routes in and out of 
space to get open. He’s also a superb defensive player who stays above 
the puck when he needs to, tracks the play at a high level, and regularly 
takes back possession with lifts and steals. 

62. Aleksi Heimosalmi — RHD, Ässät, 5-foot-11 

Footwork, pivots, inside edges, and standout overall four-way mobility 
are the name of Heimosalmi’s game. He’s the kind of player who’s more 
likely to carry than pass if there’s open space available to him. He works 
the blue line effortlessly, navigating across and off of it to change looks, 
put opposing teams into scrambles, and open up his options. His ability 
to make opposing players behave like he wants them to really stands out 
and allows him to escape pressure, create entries, and then manage play 
inside the offensive zone. His skating also helps him play a stick-on-
puck, disruptive style defensively. Though Heimosalmi’s not the biggest 
or the most powerful defender, there are increasingly a lot of NHL 
defencemen that look like him. 

63. Tyler Boucher — RW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-1 

A knee injury suffered in January ended Boucher’s already-shortened 
season early, but the BU commit was having a strong start to the year 
when he got hurt and his absence was felt at the program. Boucher’s a 
physical, heavy forward who takes space and plays kind of a modern, 
hybrid skill and power game. He finishes his checks, he goes to the net, 
and he’s a lot to handle off the cycle when he wants to muscle his way to 
the front of the net, but he can also go backhand to forehand to put a 
hard shot post-and-in off the rush. When he’s at his best, he’s an 
imposing presence who can be the puck retrieval guy for skilled 
linemates. 

64. Jack Bar — RHD, Chicago Steel, 6-foot-3 

The first time I saw Bar play was four years ago with the York Simcoe 
Express while I was working on a story on a young Quinton Byfield. Back 
then, he was a talked-about top minor hockey player in the province who 
towered over his peers and actively joined the rush. In the two years 
since, after he decided against playing in the OHL in favour of a 
commitment to play for Harvard, I made the trip from Toronto to my 
hometown of Aurora to watch him a few more times with St. Andrew’s 
College, where he emerged as a top defenceman on the prep school 
circuit. This year, he was meant to play in the BCHL with the Penticton 
Vees before he eventually joined the Chicago Steel in the USHL. With 
the Steel, he was asked to play a bit of a different role than he was used 
to but he handled it well. Bar’s boots can look a little heavy out there but 
he’s actually an impressive skater for his size who is willing and eager to 

join the rush when his leash allows and can really shoot the puck. His 
size (which he uses to play a stout style defensively), handedness and 
overall talent level are definite draws for NHL clubs, even if he’s a bit of a 
project. He’s not the most aware player out there but the raw package is 
there and he can make the available play in all three zones. 

65. Olivier Nadeau — RW, Shawinigan Cataractes, 6-foot-2 

Nadeau’s a big, strong, puck-protection winger who controls the puck 
well, understands how to use his linemates, and has surprising finesse to 
his game. I like the way he works from the outside in, whether that’s 
taking the puck off the wall to the inside or waiting for a seam to open so 
that he can make a play through the centre of the ice from the perimeter. 
His acceleration from a standstill needs some work if he’s going to win 
the 10-foot races that are so common at the pro level and create like he 
did this year in junior, but he’s a better prospect than his NHL Central 
Scouting ranking (101st among North American skaters). 

66. Cole Huckins — C/LW, Acadie-Bathurst Titan, 6-foot-3 

Huckins is a versatile forward who has had success playing both centre 
and wing in the QMJHL through two seasons. He’s an aggressive 
forechecker who extends through his pushes to elongate his stride and 
push up ice. Moving forward, he’s an above-average skater for his size, 
though, that can break down when he has to change directions or stop 
and start. He finishes his checks, stays on top of opposing players to 
apply pressure and force board battles, and then excels at taking 
possession from the wall and making a play, primarily as a passer. I 
would have liked to have seen him produce a little more consistently this 
season, given all of the attributes he has and his ability to overwhelm his 
peers when he’s feeling himself, but Huckins has definite pro attributes to 
build upon. He’s a dexterous player for his size too, regularly catching 
tough passes and getting his stick onto point shots (which he needs to do 
because he’s not a natural finisher from distance). 

67. Chase Stillman — RW, Sudbury Wolves/Esbjerg U20, 6-foot-1 

After a good rookie season playing for a Wolves team that was coached 
by his dad a year ago, I was looking forward to tracking Stillman’s 
progression in the OHL without his dad at the helm this year to see if he 
could take a step offensively and build upon his strong foundation of pro 
tools. When the OHL didn’t return, he went one of the more 
unconventional routes and played junior hockey in Denmark, a level 
which is virtually impossible to evaluate. After posting two points per 
game in a short stint in a league that didn’t have a single other 
noteworthy prospect, I did think Stillman was really effective in his role for 
Canada at U18s, though. He was physical on the forecheck, he was 
always in the mix and my only real complaint was that he was too 
deferential with the puck (he’s got great hands and could hang onto it 
more than he does). I still want to watch him more to come to a firmer 
determination on his skill level but he does a lot of things well and he 
plays an endearing style. 

68. Dmitry Kuzmin — LHD, Dinamo-Molodechno, 5-foot-9 

Kuzmin, who has been developed entirely in Belarus and played 52 
games in its Extraleague A (the country’s top pro league is divided into A 
and B tiers), has been a focus of mine of late. I’ve now watched him play 
five full games at the top pro level as well as all six games he played with 
the U18 team (five in tournament and one exhibition), totalling 11 
viewings and 231:44 in ice time (or 22:16 per game with the national 
team and 19:38 with his club team, Molodechno). The conclusion I came 
to: Even in a league that’s difficult to evaluate, it’s hard not to be 
impressed by the way Kuzmin handled himself as a 17-year-old for the 
entire year. He played the left and right sides. He played on the power 
play and the penalty kill. When the season was on the line, he was sent 
over the boards in the final minute to make something happen (I 
documented a bunch of tape from his final playoff game here). Kuzmin 
plays with rare confidence with the puck on his stick. When pressure 
comes, he’s looking at ways he can step around it instead of ways he 
can get rid of it. There are times when this puts him into tough spots and 
he tries one too many moves to beat the second layer of pressure that 
follows, but he’s got the side-to-side mobility (he’s really agile on his 
edges without being explosive moving forward), the inventiveness and 
the hands to problem-solve and attack through traffic. I’m also fond of the 
way he plays his gaps, which includes tight spacing and constant stick-
to-stick disruption. His lacrosse goal at U18s is fun to talk about, but it’s 
the fearlessness that goes into that play (and all of the others he tries) 
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that will carry him at his height with his skill level. The Flint Firebirds have 
his CHL rights, so here’s hoping we can see him shake his way around 
the ice in a better context next year. 

69. Oliver Kapanen — C, JoKP/KalPa, six-feet 

Kapanen, who won’t turn 18 until a week after the draft, had an excellent 
draft year for a 17-year-old at Finland’s junior level and in five games at 
the second-tier Mestis. Though he finished U18s scoreless in four 
games, he got lucky to avoid a serious injury after he was stretchered off 
the ice following an awkward collision into the boards in Finland’s opener. 
Kapanen’s a highly-involved, gifted individual creator who executes 
difficult escapes under pressure, knifes through holes with his ability to 
burst across his outside edges, and always seems to be around the net 
to finish off plays (though he can score from mid-range with a quick 
release off of either foot as well). There are times when I think he can 
tunnel-vision and try to do too much, but that tunnel-visioning normally 
happens while trying to make a play to the interior instead of drifting to 
the outside, so it’s a lot easier to live with. Add in quick acceleration and 
a buzzing approach that keeps his feet constantly in motion and he’s a 
very likable player. 

70. Isaac Belliveau — LHD, Gatineau Olympiques, 6-foot-2 

Belliveau was a top player in a top minor hockey program with Magog 
while growing up, appearing in two Telus Cups (the national midget 
championship) and starring in the second of them after leading Magog to 
Quebec’s midget AAA crown in 2019. He followed up that run, which 
included 15 points in 15 playoff games and seven more points in seven 
games at the Telus Cup, with a QMJHL All-Rookie Team season in 
2019-20. That year, he finished second among all QMJHL defencemen in 
points with 53 in 62 games. This year, though, after struggling out of the 
gate with a Rimouski team that was a shell of what it was a year ago, he 
was dealt to Gatineau and continued through some highs (a five-game 
point streak to finish the regular season) and lows (a four-game first-
round sweep to the Armada where he struggled). Belliveau’s got a pro 
frame alongside above-average overall skill. He sees through pressure 
well when he looks to move the puck, and makes sound, calculated 
choices in distribution. His backward skating and reads off of the puck 
can get him into trouble defending the rush, though, and his forward 
acceleration (he moves well laterally) limited his ability to impact a game 
offensively like he should have this year when he didn’t have the toys of 
last year’s Rimouski team. 

71. Peter Reynolds — C, Saint John Sea Dogs, 5-foot-10 

Reynolds has taken an unconventional path to this point. After attending 
Shattuck St. Mary’s and committing to Boston College, he played his 
2019-2020 season for the BCHL’s Chilliwack Chiefs, posting 47 points in 
53 games as the team’s second-leading scorer at ages 16 and 17. But 
then the Sea Dogs selected him No. 21 (he would have been a top-five 
pick had he not had the commitment hanging over him) in the 2019 
QMJHL draft. Then when the pandemic shrouded over the college 
hockey schedule, he opted to forgo his commitment and play in Saint 
John, closer to his family (he was born an hour away in Fredericton). As 
a rookie in the league in his draft year, he became one of the team’s top 
forwards (alongside Brady Burns, Vladislav Kotkov, and Ryan Francis, 
particularly after the team traded fellow 2021 prospect Joshua Roy), 
scoring 12 points in his final eight games of the regular season and 31 in 
33 on the year. I like his ability to absorb pressure, quickly decide 
whether to play through or away from it, and then maneuver out of 
trouble with whichever decision he has made with his skill in control. 
That’s an ability that is hard to identify but definitely present in his game 
and it helps him get to scoring spots to create chances for himself or hit 
his teammates with a pass into them. A little more strength and pace will 
go a long way, if he can develop them. 

72. Evan Nause — LHD, Québec Remparts, 6-foot-2 

Nause prompts different opinions from whoever you ask. He’s an athletic, 
pro-framed defenceman with impressive balance, strong control of his 
forward and backward pushes, and an ability to quickly read what’s in 
front of him that allows him to consistently hit teammates in stride with 
little bump plays or headmans. He’s also mobile moving across the line, 
aggressively crossing over or opening up to create lanes or pull opposing 
players away from his linemates. But there’s also some panic to his 
game where when there isn’t a play that’s immediately available after 
he’s stepped past a first layer, he can struggle to identify other options 

and try to force something or throw the puck away. And while I think he’s 
capable of becoming a trustworthy defensive defenceman who has a 
good package of tools going the other way, his game without the puck 
still needs some tightening up (both defending the rush, where he can be 
a little lackadaisical) and within his own zone (where he can get caught 
puck-watching). There’s two-way upside there and enough pro pieces 
that a team’s going to take him inside the first two rounds, but he makes 
mistakes often enough that I’m a little worried about how he’s going to 
process the game at higher tempos. And though he’s comfortable with 
the puck on his stick (particularly out wide to his body going side to side), 
he seems to bobble it his fair share when pucks end up in his feet. Some 
of those concerns kept him from the early 50s on my board, which is as 
high as I considered ranking him, but he’d be a fine pick in that range. 

73. Jeremy Wilmer — C/LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-6 

Yes, that’s actually his listed height according to NHL Central Scouting. 
There’s risk involved in taking Wilmer, a BU commit who was the U.S. 
NTDP’s third-most productive player (0.97 points per game) this season 
behind Pastujov (1.59) and Duke (0.98). The thing about Wilmer is that I 
never felt like he played his size this year. He is 5-foot-6 but he never 
looked it, even in games against NCAA opponents. He plays bigger than 
he is, he doesn’t shy away from contact, and he’s one of the younger 
players in the draft (August 16, 2003 birthday) but he also plays a very 
mature, conscientious game. He’s a playmaker who knifes in and out of 
traffic, slides behind coverage, spins off of checks along the cycle, and 
sees the ice beautifully, regularly making soft-area plays under pressure 
that his teammates can’t. He’s a project and a long shot, but so are most 
of the other players in this range and I wouldn’t hesitate taking him late in 
the draft. Give him four years in college to develop into a dominant player 
there and you might have something when it’s over. 

Here’s Muse on Wilmer: “Jeremy’s a guy who is really quick. He’s got 
really good vision on the ice, really good feel for the guys who are around 
him. He’s a guy who uses his quickness when his team has the puck but 
he can also use that quickness when he doesn’t have the puck to be able 
to strip guys and be able to keep pucks alive. A lot of offence that he has 
created has come in quick-transition situations and that’s what makes 
him him. He stays on pucks even though he’s not the biggest guy. That’s 
his version of compete, to be able to stay in battles and combine 
outworking a guy and out-quicking a guy on those 50-50 pucks so that he 
can then quickly transition into offence.” 

74. Samuel Helenius — C/LW, JYP, 6-foot-6 

There are things about Helenius’ game that you expect out of a player as 
big as he is. There’s the negative: Lots of arm movement and a torso that 
bounces aggressively through his stride plus boots that can stomp 
through his recoveries. And there’s the positive: Good puck-control skill, 
a hard shot. Then there are the things you don’t usually expect, including 
chief among them — good hesitation and hands for a player his size. I’ve 
seen him make a lot of delay plays I didn’t expect him to. He’s also a 
coach’s favourite who is by all accounts a good teammate, a leader, and 
some coaches feel they can trust him to win battles and play reliably 
defensively. But just as the odds are long for a player as small as Wilmer, 
the same is true for players as big as Helenius. There aren’t many NHL 
forwards who look like him and they’re usually depth players. So he’s up 
against it. But there’s enough skill there to make him worth a mid-to-late 
round gamble. 

75. Matthew Knies — LW, Tri-City Storm, 6-foot-3 

After an excellent rookie season in the USHL a year ago thrust Knies into 
the top-50 conversation at the start of the year, he had a good follow-up 
season as one of Tri-City’s best players (he followed up a 45 points in 44 
games season with 46 points in 47 games) this year but left some scouts 
wanting a little more out of his progression. Knies, who is on the older 
side of this draft class (Oct. 17, 2002 birthday), plays an honest pro-style 
game with a lot of B and B-plus tools to fall back on. He’s going to be a 
good college player at the University of Minnesota right away and I 
wouldn’t bet against him becoming a good pro one (even if that tops out 
as more of a complementary piece than a driver), either. He’s 
comfortable in control, he’s got great touch and underrated goal-scoring 
instincts around the net. He’s always working to keep himself in the play 
off of the puck, and he understands how to play off of crowds to facilitate. 

76. Ryan Ufko — RHD, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-10 
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Don’t let the height fool you, Ufko plays bigger than he looks, with a 
sturdy frame and a willingness to play the body or engage in 
bumps/physical engagements (an element that wasn’t a big feature in the 
rest of the Steel lineup). He broke out in a more prominent role in his 
second season in the USHL, taking charge of the Steel power play and 
playing a more aggressive style with the puck to impose himself as a 
trailing shot threat. Ufko’s not a super-dynamic on-puck player or flashy 
skater despite his high point totals (his 39 points in 53 games were third-
most among USHL defencemen this season) but he’s talented and 
effective. His puck-moving starts with the quick decisions he makes to 
advance play up ice and play fast without being fast. He’s a lead-by-
example type who manages the puck efficiently and plays a reliable 
defensive game. He made a lot of progress this year, developing his 
confidence so that his hurry-up game was intentional rather than rushed, 
which has me intrigued as to what three or four years at UMass could do 
for him. 

77. Colton Dach — C/LW, Saskatoon Blades, 6-foot-4 

Two years after the Blades drafted Kirby Dach No. 2 in the 2016 WHL 
bantam draft, they took Colton No. 6 in 2018. And though Colton has 
never developed the skating or handling ability that kept his big brother 
as a top prospect from his WHL draft day to his NHL one, I’ve slowly 
begun to come around on him. I didn’t love Colton’s composition a year 
ago. He was a good everyday player in his first season in the WHL, 
which makes him a worthwhile draft prospect to follow, but I always felt 
like he was just that: good but uninspiring. He’s got his brother’s size (I 
actually think he’s going to carry a little more weight around if he makes 
it) and defensive instincts, but there were times when he looked timid 
with the puck and sluggish through his stride. This year, some more 
assertiveness started to develop and he looked a step quicker from a 
standstill than I expected (though more work still needs to be done 
there). Dach plays an impressive give-and-go game with above-average 
hands and a hard shot (though I also think he could work on getting it off 
a little quicker and mixing in some more variety to his shooting 
stance/footwork). 

78. Jackson Blake — RW, Chicago Steel/Eden Prairie High, 5-foot-10 

As one source aptly summed up Blake’s game: “He works his ass off.” 
Blake has tormented the Minnesota high school circuit with his energy-
skill package and fit in nicely to what the Steel were doing this year 
because of it. He’s got an underdeveloped build, so getting stronger will 
be a big part of his progression, and he still doesn’t have a ton of 
experience at high levels, but he’s also a long-term project with an 
August 2003 birthday who will have plenty of time to develop at the 
University of North Dakota. I love his approach, which looks to attack the 
inside and make plays. There’s no backing down to his game, even as a 
smaller player, and I’ve seen him make difficult plays out of nothing with 
the puck on his stick. There’s a lot of runway for him to turn into 
something really interesting. 

79. Connor Lockhart — C/W, Erie Otters, 5-foot-9 

As mentioned off the top, Lockhart didn’t play organized hockey this 
season so I’m not going to pretend like I have a ton of relevant present 
info to provide you, or like his past play last year was meaningful (16-
year-old seasons in the CHL are very much transitional years). So what 
follows is more stylistic than projection. Lockhart was a top name in the 
Eastern Ontario hockey scene growing up and the Otters had big 
expectations for him coming back. He’s an A-level stickhandler, and 
nobody who’s ever watched him play has any concern about his 
playmaking or his effort. The question with Lockhart has always been 
about his size and the role it plays in his ability to get to the inside so that 
he can use his skill to score instead of ending up on the perimeter as a 
playmaker. This is the point in the ranking where I felt like the talent level 
of the prospects I was surer about dropped off enough that I’d take a 
gamble on a player like Lockhart, whose talent level shines more than 
the players that follow. 

80. Ty Voit — LW/RW, Sarnia Sting, 5-foot-9 

Voit’s in the same boat as Lockhart as a similarly-composed player who 
also didn’t get into action this year, only with a little more cleverness and 
a little less willingness to go to the dirty areas. Loved what I saw of his 
sense and feel out there. I don’t like using either of those words (sense 
and feel) in evaluation because they’re ambiguous, but he’s just got this 

cerebral nature to him that allows him to softly move around the ice, 
making plays. 

81. Trevor Wong — C/LW, Kelowna Rockets, 5-foot-8 

Wong’s another player, like Lockhart, who was nightmare fuel on the 
minor hockey circuit (I’ve been hearing his name for years). Only he got 
to play this year and actually show that he could take steps towards 
getting to that level in junior, posting 16 points in as many games as 
Kelowna’s leading scorer in their shortened season in the WHL. Wong’s 
a dexterous player who always seems to re-find the puck when it’s briefly 
bumped off of him or sticks crowd in. He also plays hard, flies around the 
sheet, and loves to be in the fight in the guts of the ice. The talent pool 
really starts to tail off around here for me, so he’s close to the couple 
dozen of prospects ranked in front of him than those that follow. 

82. Ethan Cardwell — C/RW, Surahammars IF/Barrie Colts, 5-foot-11 

A favourite of mine in last year’s draft, Cardwell was passed over in his 
first year of eligibility due to a combination of a midseason trade, his raw 
frame (which could be attributed in part to him being a couple of weeks 
away from being eligible for this year’s draft, and to which he has since 
added some needed muscle), and a lack of exposure driven by time 
spent at the Jr. A level in his 16-year-old season a year earlier. After 
finishing the 2019-2020 season strongly in Barrie, I had big expectations 
for Cardwell’s ability to return to the OHL and have the kind of 80- or 90-
point season that would establish him as a worthwhile overager across a 
full, uninterrupted season with his new club. When the OHL didn’t return, 
though, he didn’t get that opportunity. Instead, he signed to play for 
Surahammars in HockeyEttan, Sweden’s third-rung pro league. With 
Surahammaers, where he was joined by two drafted OHLers, Blake 
Murray and Jack Thompson, Cardwell looked like the best of the bunch 
in my viewings, manufacturing plays to dangerous areas with relative 
ease. He’s a crafty playmaker who knows his way around the ice, plays 
fast, and works hard to win his races, gain the inside lane, and come 
away from the wall with the puck to make something happen. He may 
well go undrafted again, but I’d consider taking a late-round flier. 

83. Danila Klimovich — C/W, Minsky Zubry/Dinamo Molodechno, 6-foot-
2 

Klimovich, the second Belarussian to appear on my board, is one of 
those players where when his shot misses the net and bangs off of the 
board, it sounds like it should have put a hole through the wall. It just 
explodes off of his stick. Add in a pro frame and a tenacious, “go-get-the-
puck” disposition and there’s enough there to warrant getting him into a 
program (and a better league) to work with him to round out the rest. He, 
like Kuzmin, was also selected in the CHL Import Draft, by Rouyn-
Noranda, so he has an option if he wants to come over to North America 
— or the NHL club that takes him does. 

84. Shai Buium — LHD, Sioux City Musketeers, 6-foot-3 

Buium plays a reliable, well-rounded three-zone game that is built upon a 
strong foundation of tools, an understanding of the game, and a 209-
pound frame. He made the jump from Shattuck St. Mary’s to his first full 
season in the USHL seamlessly this year, posting 29 points in 53 games. 
He’s got work to do to improve his shot, develop his quickness, and add 
a bit more of a physical element, but he’s a strong outlet passer who 
plays a calculating game on both sides of the puck. I think there will be 
more defensive value to his game long-term than offensive value (he 
swallows up the neutral zone and breaks up a lot of plays inside his own 
zone without needing to be physical) but there’s enough skill to his game 
to contribute at both ends. 

85. Red Savage — C, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

One of the best two-way players in this draft, Savage is a dominant 
faceoff man who loves taking tough assignments, staying on top of the 
opposition’s top players, and driving play through the middle-third of the 
ice to attack the net and finish off plays. He’s also a natural athlete with a 
strong, balanced stride that helps him stay on top of the forecheck, and 
get up and under sticks to take back possession. There’s more to him 
than the role-playing penalty-killer type, too. He plays the give-and-go 
game effectively, he does a good job driving the net off the cycle, and 
he’s got some quiet skill around the slot. He was also one of the more 
productive players on this year’s U18 team, despite the difficult matchups 
he was often tasked with. 
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86. Cameron Whynot — LHD, Halifax Mooseheads, 6-foot-1 

Whynot’s game is all about the way he sees the ice in front of him. He’s 
an incredibly aware player whose head is always on a swivel, identifying 
gaps in coverage that he needs to fill or areas that he can move pucks 
into. And while I’m lower on his skill level than most, believing he 
probably tops out as a third-pairing guy at the NHL level if all goes well, 
he plays an efficient game and produced very strong relative goal 
differential results when he was on the ice for the Mooseheads this year. 
He’s not going to break down the opposition off the line but he’ll execute 
the available play, advance the puck from A to B, and make life difficult 
on opposing players with his active stick, tight gaps, and physicality 
(without making a lot of the mistakes that usually come with that style). 

87. Kalle Ervasti — RHD, Lukko, six-feet 

Ervasti fascinates me as a kid who has not once come up in any 
conversation I’ve had with NHL scouts this year and who was ranked 
107th among European skaters by NHL Central Scouting, both of which 
indicate to me that he may not be picked (or will be a late-round selection 
if he is). I really like what he offers, though. His age-adjusted production 
is really strong across each of the last two seasons and he was also a 
plus-level defender who began to take over at both ends at Finland’s U20 
level as the year went on. The strengths of his game are the way he sees 
through pressure as a passer, his comfort level on the attack, and his 
timing on his decisions to activate (in my viewings, he almost always 
pushed when there was a play to be made and rarely jumped the gun to 
pull himself out of position), but he’s also a hard man-to-man defender 
who closes early and transition pucks the other way. He hasn’t yet played 
a single game professionally and will start next season in junior again, 
but I think there might be something there if the right team can be patient. 

88. Sean Tschigerl — LW, Calgary Hitmen, six-feet 

Tschigerl developed as rapidly as any player in the draft this year, going 
from someone I felt lacked pro tools a year ago to someone who looked 
like a legitimate NHL prospect in the second half of the 21 games he 
played in the WHL, which included a 12-game point streak (11 goals, 7 
assists, 18 points), this season. Tschigerl buzzes around the ice, 
stopping and starting to chase down loose pucks, take his man into the 
wall, lift sticks, and then spin away from the wall to attack the slot. He 
doesn’t have a dynamic skill package but he plays between the dots, 
handles the puck in bursts (he’s not going to hang onto it and pick you 
apart), and has touch around the slot (though I am a little wary of his 20.3 
shooting percentage this year). He’s interesting for his give-and-go 
game, his decent skill, and the significant steps he took this season. I’m 
not ready to get too carried away by his late surge but I’ll be tracking him 
closely moving forward. 

89. Janis Jérôme Moser — LHD, EHC Bel-Bienne, six-feet 

The oldest player on my list by more than a year, Moser, who turned 21 
at the start of June, captained Bel-Bienne in the National League, 
Switzerland’s top professional level, this year while frequently looking like 
one of the league’s better defencemen (in a league that featured its fair 
share of past and future NHLers this season). His 30 points in 48 games 
were good for seventh among all NL defencemen in scoring and first 
among all under-21 players regardless of position. His 21:24 ice time per 
game was also 10th in the NL and first among his age bracket. He was 
extremely effective in those minutes, too, driving results at both ends and 
outscoring the opposition by a margin of 31-14 (an incredible 69 per cent 
goals-for percentage) at even-strength across all 50 games he played. 
He did it while playing a leading role on the power play and the top 
penalty-killing unit. And he followed all of that up with a strong 
performance for Switzerland at men’s worlds, where he finished plus-5 
(second on the team) to help Switzerland to second in Group B and sixth 
place overall after a quarterfinal defeat to Germany. He scored some 
highlight-reel goals and made some highlight-reel plays along the way, 
too. He’s got a short, compact stride that relies on his balance over his 
edges to weave up the ice, a hard wrist shot, good instincts in control on 
little things like cut-backs once he has entered the zone, a sturdy frame 
that allows him to hold his own along the wall, and extremely sound 
spatial sense/positioning relative to the puck defensively. Though there’s 
not a ton of runway left for him to take giant leaps forward from where 
he’s at today, he could play in an AHL team’s top-four tomorrow and 
challenge for a promotion within a couple of years, even if he likely tops 
out as more of a depth piece in the NHL. I debated ranking him as high 
as the late 70s. 

90. Liam Gilmartin — LW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-2 

Gilmartin’s an honest, straight-lines, push-and-pop player with sneaky 
puck skill and a feisty disposition. I’ve had a couple of people in my ear 
about him all year and it’s not hard to see why. He’s an engaged 
forechecker and physical presence who attacks the interior and regularly 
gets there because of his hands and his tenacious try-again approach. 
He’s not a natural playmaker and he shouldn’t be the focal point of his 
line, but he has complementary “go-get-it” type written all over him. After 
two years with USA Hockey, he’ll join the London Knights next year. 

91. Jimi Suomi — LHD, Jokerit, 5-foot-9 

Suomi’s a diminutive, puck-carrying defenceman who thrives under 
pressure, escapes out of his own zone with ease to start breakouts, and 
can lead a rush through neutral ice with his feet or run a power play with 
his mobility and shiftiness across the line. His lack of strength limits him 
defensively (as well as his point shot), though, and he’s still figuring out 
how to compensate with his feet and stick without being taken advantage 
of. He’s a long shot but he’s worth consideration late in the draft. 

92. Topias Vilén — LHD, Pelicans/Peliitat, 6-foot-1 

Vilén’s game exists at the other end of the spectrum relative to Suomi’s. 
His mature defensive presence and heads-up simplicity pushed him up 
levels quickly and he didn’t play a single game at the junior level this 
year, spending 35 games in Liiga and another six in the second-tier 
Mestis. He didn’t look out of place at either, and then played a big role 
with Finland at U18s, where he wore an “A,” took on tough minutes, and 
still posted four points in seven games in the tournament (as well as one 
more in their lone exhibition game against Canada, as well). His 
offensive game is a little limited but he’s capable of making the available 
play, he’s got a good first pass, and he gets his shots through (a lot of his 
assists come from rebounds off of his shots through traffic) with a low, 
hard half windup slapper that he uses and a wrister that whips off of his 
long stick. And while he’s got good posture through his skating 
mechanics, which helps him generate power once he gets going and 
defend the rush effectively when he’s got time to gap up, he lacks 
acceleration from a standstill. I’d qualify him as a low-ceiling guy even 
with his advanced experience to this point. 

93. Ty Gallagher — RHD, U.S. NTDP, six-feet 

Gallagher’s a sturdy, aggressive defender whose eyes light up when he 
gets the puck in the high slot and wants to make himself available as a 
tertiary scoring threat into the offensive zone. But while his shot rips off of 
his stick, there are a lot of question marks about other areas of his game, 
including his narrow vision and propensity for mistiming his close-outs 
defensively. I like his frame, his handedness, his strength and his shot, 
but his ability to refine the rest in college will determine his upside. Plus, 
he needs to learn to survey the ice before going after the first play that he 
sees (with and without the puck). 

94. James Malatesta — C, Québec Remparts, 5-foot-9 

Malatesta was excellent at U17s last year and even better when I made a 
trip to Quebec City. In the two games I saw live, he looked like a potential 
second-round pick who had a chance to come back for his draft year and 
really fill the net given his ability to manufacture offence on his own, play 
fast, and fight through contact to stay on pucks (he’s stronger than he 
looks) as a first-year player. He never really took that next step this year, 
though. He’s got quick hands, a dangerous mid-range release, and a 
smooth stride. But I have started to question whether he tries to do a little 
too much. I wouldn’t go as far as calling him selfish, but he can put 
himself in tough spots trying to make something happen. 

95. Victor Stjernborg — C/LW, Växjö Lakers, 5-foot-11 

Stjernborg’s one of those players who is never going to be more than a 
role player at the pro level, but he has all of the makings needed to 
become good at what he does well. He’s a 200-foot player who’s heavy, 
forechecks, wins his battles, backchecks his tail off, never stops moving, 
and fights for his ice to drive to the crease and make something happen 
on offence. He still has enough skill through his hands and his release to 
will plays into existence even if there are times when you’d prefer he play 
with a little more patience. 

96. Francesco Arcuri — C, Kingston Frontenacs/Steel Wings Linz, 6-foot-
2 
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Arcuri’s the one player from the talked-about 2003 Don Mills Flyers team 
that staff who worked with those kids will tell you flew under the radar 
(and is still flying under the radar to this day). After a good season in a 
depth role in Kingston last year, he played for Linz, the worst team in the 
Alps HL (a professional league that operates out of Austria, Slovenia and 
Italy) this year and led the team in scoring as its youngest player, out-
producing Dallas Stars 2018 fourth-round pick, Curtis Douglas, in the 
process. Arcuri’s got a pro frame and skating, which are complemented 
by good overall skill. Questions of his consistency have followed him in 
his young career but when he’s engaged, he’s a lot to handle. And here 
are a number of attributes present in his toolbox that the right 
development staff could do a lot with. 

97. Luke Mittelstadt — LHD, Eden Prairie High/Lincoln Stars, 5-foot-11 

Mittelstadt’s a gifted offensive defenceman who actually declined joining 
USA Hockey’s national development program in favour of playing at 
home (he’ll stay close to home at the University of Minnesota next year 
as well). He’s got a silky first touch and regularly broke ankles off of the 
point in the Minnesota high school circuit. And while I don’t have any 
issues with his effort level in front of the net or along the wall and I like 
his edges crossing over or opening up (which allows him to escape 
pressure inside his own zone to start a lot of rushes), I do have concerns 
about his acceleration, his athleticism, and his decision-making. 

Here’s a source on Mittelstadt: “His talent is off the charts. Just on God-
given talent, he’s above Peart. He’s way too good for high school hockey 
and it hurt his draft stock but there’s no way he should slip past the fourth 
round and any Minnesota scout that watches him closely will know that. 
He’s that talented. He’s a true skill guy.” 

98. Guillaume Richard — LHD, Tri-City Storm, 6-foot-2 

Richard was a top minor hockey player all the way up in Quebec and 
could have been a top QMJHL draft pick had he not elected to go the 
college hockey route, committing to play for Providence College. He’s an 
excellent transition defender who uses a long, fluid stride to funnel 
opposing carriers to the outside and then close on them as soon as the 
opportunity presents itself. He’s also an excellent in-zone defender who 
understands how to use his length to position himself relative to the flow 
of play and uses an active stick to break up passes or force opposing 
players into actions they don’t want to take. And while he played a 
reserved, almost cautious, game with the puck in the USHL this year, I 
actually like the way he handles and distributes it. He gets the puck going 
in the right direction and there’s some untapped potential there that could 
really blossom as he gets more comfortable and confident at each next 
level. 

99. Vincent Iorio — RHD, Brandon Wheat Kings, 6-foot-3 

Iorio’s a name prospect who will likely be selected higher than where I 
have him slotted here because of that reputation. It’s easy to understand 
why he has always drawn interest from NHL scouts: He’s a long, athletic 
righty who skates well, owns the neutral zone against the rush, and has 
learned to play an efficient, “turn-and-move-it” style. His game lacks 
creativity and finesse, though, limiting his upside. The team that takes 
him will be hoping for a reliable, complementary depth defenceman at the 
next level. 

100. Ruben Rafkin — RHD, TPS, 5-foot-11 

Rafkin, like Cardwell, makes a return appearance to the tail end of my 
list. After developing in the United States and going undrafted out of the 
OHL last year, Rafkin signed in Finland and made the jump to the pro 
level, where he took on a regular role on an excellent TPS team that 
made a run all the way to the league final. As a rookie in the league, he 
led all under-20 defencemen in points with 16 in 48 games. His 
underlying results held their own too, with TPS outscoring the opposition 
29-19 (a 60 percent goals for percentage) and outshooting them 508-470 
(a 52 percent Corsi For percentage) at five-on-five with Rafkin on the ice 
across an average of 17:23 (sixth on the team). Rafkin’s game is defined 
by his poise with the puck, his deception in control to slide past pressure, 
his ability to manage the point inside the offensive zone, and his 
physically engaged presence defensively. Concerns about his skating 
and his pivots (especially considering he’s not the biggest player and 
those things should have come a little more naturally at his size) kept him 
from being selected a year ago, but I saw some real progress in his 
mobility this year and he’s got a pro frame and a lot of the other tools you 

look for in an effective, modern, two-way bottom-pairing defender who 
can play with a variety of partners. 

The top 100 

For a better understanding of how closely ranked many of these players 
are, the complete top 100 has been broken down into tiers of tightly-
grouped players below. Those tiers are: 1-4, 5-12, 13-16, 17-45, 46-81 
(this is where depth of the draft really drops off for me), 82-100 and 
beyond. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Canadiens’ Corey Perry is ‘in the middle of 
everything’ — and making an impact in the playoffs 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Jun 22, 2021  

  

Corey Perry had never been on waivers before. So he asked his agent 
Pat Morris what exactly it entailed. 

Because the veteran winger started the season on the taxi squad, there 
were cap gymnastics and waivers and things going on this year not just 
for the Montreal Canadiens but for all the teams in this unique season. 

Perry wasn’t the only brand name that was put on waivers. But once he 
understood what was going on, he made it clear to his veteran agent he 
didn’t want to go anywhere. 

“So I did call three teams that looked like they would have the need for 
him, to ask them not to pick him up on waivers,” Morris told The Athletic 
over the weekend. “It wasn’t a threat to retire or anything, but basically 
‘can you adhere to who Corey Perry is. If your thought is to pick him up 
on waivers, please don’t.’ 

“Two of the teams said, ‘We were going to put in a claim until this call. 
We’ll respect his career.'” 

Thankfully for Perry and the Canadiens, the waiver claim never 
happened. 

Can you imagine, for a moment, this Habs playoff run without its Corey 
Perry moments? 

You just know there’s probably another Perry moment coming Tuesday 
night in Las Vegas, in the lion’s den, with so much on the line as the 
Habs and Golden Knights play again in their Stanley Cup semifinal series 
tied at two games apiece. 

Jim Nill would be the least surprised person that Perry has ended up 
having this kind of an impact on Montreal’s season and playoffs. 

He saw firsthand last summer in the bubble when his Dallas Stars went 
to the Stanley Cup Final, Perry doing his playoff warrior thing. 

“One of my all-time favourite players,” Nill’s first words when we spoke 
over the weekend about Perry. 

Nill has been part of a lot of winning going back to his Red Wings 
management days and around some big-time leaders. He has Perry right 
in that group. 

“I’ve been lucky, I’ve had a lot of guys who really made an impact in a 
certain way, Corey is one of them,” said Nill. “He does things the way you 
want players to do things. He just does it the right way. He’s professional 
about it. He’s a good teammate and he’s all about winning.” 

“The ultimate competitor !!!!,” his longtime GM in Anaheim, Bob Murray, 
texted me Sunday. 
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There was Perry after Friday night’s Game 3 OT win, greeting his 
teammates coming off the ice, his face still bloodied from a high-stick that 
went undetected, but making sure he was there to celebrate. 

That image screams Corey Perry. 

“He’s in the middle of everything, which is classic Pears for sure,” Hockey 
Hall of Fame blueliner Scott Niedermayer said over the phone Sunday. 
“He’s stirring it up.” 

Niedermayer said that with a chuckle in his voice. The former Ducks 
captain arrived in Anaheim in 2005-06 from New Jersey just as a 20-
year-old Perry was beginning his NHL career. 

Niedermayer sees the same passion all these years later. 

“He’s still a kid to me,” laughed Niedermayer, calling from his home in 
Penticton, B.C. 

“I’ve been enjoying (the playoffs) all the way along, watching Pears do 
his thing,” said Niedermayer. “No surprise, really. He probably would do 
that forever, it’s just personality to get in the middle of things and pay a 
price to help his team. 

“That hasn’t changed one bit since the day he first stepped on the ice in 
Anaheim,” added Niedermayer, who won the Cup with Perry in Anaheim 
in 2007. “And here he is however many more years later doing the same 
thing.” 

Indeed, 16 years later, Perry is still Perry. 

Well, not the Hart Trophy version of 10 years ago when he put up 98 
points including 50 goals at the height of his career. 

He was bought out by the Ducks two years ago, a tough pill to swallow 
for the proud Cup winner and two-time Olympic gold medallist. But also a 
wake-up call that incentivized him to still provide value elsewhere. 

“The way he handled the situation at the end in Anaheim, you kind of 
have to tip your hat to him for that,” said Niedermayer. “That could’ve 
gone the other way, but he just said, ‘I’ll just get back to work and 
continue to compete and play hockey.'” 

At 36, Perry is still finding a way to be impactful, putting up nine goals 
and 12 assists in mostly bottom-six duty in 49 games during the regular 
season with the Habs and then stepping up even more in the postseason 
with eight points (3-5) in 15 games. 

And the offence only speaks to a part of it, of course. 

It’s his insatiable drive to will his team into the fight. That’s what is so 
apparent again in these playoffs. 

“In games and in playoff series, there’s certain times when things are 
going to go either left or right, it might be a great moment to get out of it 
or it’s going to sink your team,” said Nill. “Those guys rise to the 
occasion. When the train is off the track, those guys step up. They’ve 
been through it enough. They know how to will people through it and 
that’s what they do.” 

Nill, looking back, now acknowledges he wished he had kept him after 
Perry became UFA last fall. But between salary cap issues and wanting 
to make room for youngsters such as impressive rookie Jason 
Robertson, the Stars made the difficult decision to let Perry go to market. 

“But if hindsight was 20/20, with the all injuries we ended up having, we 
should have signed him,” said Nill. “But at the moment you don’t know 
you’re going to get all those injuries. But we were tight up against the 
cap.” 

Except, well, the phone didn’t ring off the hook despite his playoff revival 
in Dallas. 

Which was a bit odd given his pedigree and the fact he wasn’t going to 
cost a whole lot. 

“It was a bit of a surprise, yet it’s not as if the phone didn’t ring both ways; 
I was calling teams and teams were calling me expressing interest,” said 
Morris. “But nobody got to the point of pulling the trigger until a call I think 
it was on a Sunday night from Marc Bergevin.” 

That call came on the evening of Dec. 27, less than a week before 
training camps were set to open around the league. 

Perry was still sitting there. 

According to Morris, Claude Julien played a role in the Habs signing 
Perry. 

“Marc (Bergevin) said: ‘My coach and Corey have played well together in 
international events and he’s always been intrigued throughout the 
offseason in Corey,'” recalled Morris. 

Bergevin made it clear that because of roster/cap issues, Perry would 
have to start the season on the taxi squad but the GM was confident, 
according to Morris, that Perry wouldn’t last long on there. 

“I went to Corey and we circled around with the other various teams who 
had expressed interest, and they had other priorities,” said Morris. “Corey 
said, ‘Let’s move forward with Montreal. I’m not going to exist on a taxi 
squad very long.'” 

There was no doubt in that. 

So he signed on Dec. 28 for one year and $750,000, the NHL’s version 
of peanuts. 

And then went out and proved again he’s not done. 

“Corey’s a competitor that loves being on the ice, loves playing the 
game,” reiterated Niedermayer. “I’m not surprised at all at what he’s 
doing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ strength at centre has them on verge of first 
Cup Final since ’93 

 

Eric Engels @EricEngels  

June 23, 2021, 2:06 AM 

 

This party started in the bubble 11 months ago with Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
and Nick Suzuki putting in a playoff performance Marc Bergevin said 
would make them pieces he could build the Montreal Canadiens around 
for 10 to 15 years. 

This party is now getting out of hand thanks to those two kids and a 
couple of veteran centres who have filled a decades-long gap the 
Canadiens have had at the position. 

The greatest evidence of it came in Game 5 of this Stanley Cup semifinal 
with Kotkaniemi opening the scoring, and Suzuki closing it out to secure 
a 4-1 win over the Vegas Golden Knights and send the Canadiens back 
to the Bell Centre within one win of their first Final since 1993. It was 
Kotkaniemi’s ninth goal in his 25th playoff game and Suzuki finished with 
points 18, 19 and 20 in his 26th. 

They are 20 and 21 years old, respectively, but they are wise beyond 
their years. 

“I think last year everyone made comments of, ‘Are we too inexperienced 
in the middle?’ and I think they proved them wrong then,” said Canadiens 
stand-in coach Luke Richardson, “and now they’re a year older with that 
experience from last year’s bubble playing in the playoffs to this year — I 
think it’s really showing. 

“I know they’re young, but they had that first-time experience winning a 
short series and then (they were) really competitive against a good, 
strong Philadelphia team. So, this year I think it’s translated. They’re a 
year older, they’re competitive guys, they’re used to winning coming from 
their junior teams, so they have that fire. And they’re showing some real 
good maturity.” 
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But this isn’t a two-man show. This is just as much about what Phillip 
Danault is doing in these playoffs, and just as much about 36-year-old 
Eric Staal turning back the clock to when he was an elite centreman 
raising the Cup with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

On Tuesday, Danault was on the ice for just his second goal against at 5-
on-5 since Game 4 of the first round against the Toronto Maple Leafs. He 
has matched up against Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner, against the 
Winnipeg Jets’ Mark Schiefele, Nikolaj Ehlers, Kyler Connor and Blake 
Wheeler, and he has dismantled Golden Knights centres Chandler 
Stephenson, William Karlsson, Nicolas Roy and Alex Tuch. He’s also a 
key piece on the Canadiens’ penalty kill, which in successfully eliminating 
two Vegas opportunities in Game 5 has now gone 28 consecutive times 
without surrendering a goal. 

This game was iced with Staal jumping off the bench, wriggling his way 
to the high slot and burying a perfect pass from Suzuki to make it 2-0 
6:32 into the second period. And if you want a sense for how this centre 
line has helped vault these Canadiens back to prominence, look no 
further than what Staal said about that play when he was asked about 
how Suzuki set it up. 

“Not only was Nick’s pass phenomenal and a great look to me, but Phil 
earlier in the shift took a big hit to make a play to get it out of our end and 
then changed, and I was the beneficiary of being in the right spot,” he 
said of his eighth point of these playoffs. “All those little plays add up, 
they’re huge, and you love to see that kind of stuff as a group because it 
keeps building our guys closer together.” 

Three centres producing the biggest goal the Canadiens have scored in 
these playoffs… 

If you’re a lifelong fan who’s old enough to remember when Vincent 
Damphousse, Guy Carbonneau and Kirk Muller helped the team win its 
24th Cup, the lack of depth at centre is at the heart of why it’s taken so 
long for the team to get back here. Look at what the Canadiens have 
there now. 

Don’t forget that Jake Evans, who was among Montreal’s most effective 
forwards before Scheifele charged and concussed him in Game 1 of the 
second round, is working his way back to health. The former seventh-
round pick, who spent four years at Notre Dame and then went to Joel 
Bouchard’s AHL school for centres, is well on his way to becoming an 
excellent two-way pivot. 

Ryan Poehling, who’s in his sophomore season at Bouchard University, 
isn’t far behind. 

That he’s down the pecking order, though, has everything to do with 
Suzuki and Kotkaniemi progressing as fast as they have. 

The Finn, drafted third overall in 2018 before debuting as the youngest 
player in the NHL, is proving he’s as resilient as he is skilled. He had an 
impressive first year, with 11 goals and 34 points in a sheltered role, and 
lost his confidence in Year 2 before regaining it in Laval and showing up 
as a much better player in the Toronto bubble. 

Kotkaniemi didn’t let the ups and downs of this season get to him, either. 

He may have only had five goals and 20 points in 56 games, been 
scratched to start the playoffs and in a tough position on the winning goal 
by Roy in Game 4 to send this series back to Vegas tied 2-2, but he 
started and finished the play that got the Canadiens a 1-0 lead in Game 
5. It was his fifth goal of these playoffs. 

“He’s been playing great hockey,” said Suzuki, with Kotkaniemi sitting 
right beside him. “He was a little disappointed he didn’t get to start the 
playoffs against the Leafs, but the way he’s handled that has been great. 
Playing a big role for us, so it’s nice that he gets rewarded with that goal 
for us. So, I know he’s going to keep going.” 

No question Suzuki will, too. 

Bergevin labelled him the key piece in the deal that also brought Tomas 
Tatar and a 2019 second-round pick to Montreal from Vegas when Max 
Pacioretty was traded to the Golden Knights in the fall of 2018. He’s done 
nothing but prove it ever since, with 28 goals and 82 points over his first 
127 regular-season games in the NHL and nine goals and 11 assists in 
his limited playoff time. 

“I think he’s super competitive,” said Staal. “Like a lot of the guys on our 
team, it’s the compete level that is really, really high. Obviously, the 
skillset is there, the intelligence is there, but you need to have that extra 
compete and that level of competitiveness to make differences like he 
has been. So that’s the No. 1 thing I love about him and all these guys is 
our compete and our willingness to do whatever it takes.” 

That’s obvious throughout the Canadiens’ lineup, but most evident up the 
gut of it. 

The kids have done their part, Danault has been an incarnation of 
Carbonneau and Staal has been so much better than the Canadiens 
could’ve hoped he’d be when they traded a couple of middling picks to 
pluck him out of Buffalo ahead of this year’s trade deadline. He’s been a 
completely different player from the one who had three goals and 10 
points with the Sabres before withering with two goals and three points in 
his first 21 games with the Canadiens. 

Meanwhile, Staal wouldn’t be here if Bergevin hadn’t recognized what he 
had in Kotkaniemi and Suzuki during last year’s playoffs. Neither would 
Jake Allen, Joel Edmundson, Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson, Corey Perry, 
Jon Merrill and Erik Gustaffson. The GM finished second in the voting for 
the Jim Gregory Award for GM of the Year, but he if he got the most first-
place votes, it might have been for that realization alone. 

And the Canadiens are hoping to celebrate Quebec’s Saint-Jean Baptiste 
Day by booking their trip to the Final, and they’ll be depending on 
Danault and Staal once again, and leaning heavily on Kotkaniemi and 
Suzuki. 

“These kids are great players and huge parts of our group and our team,” 
said Staal. “Hopefully they can follow it up with a big one in Game 6 at 
home.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Sedins’ return should have genuine impact on 
Canucks organization 

 

Iain MacIntyre @imacSportsnet  

June 22, 2021, 7:07 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — The most immediate benefit the Vancouver Canucks 
reap by repatriating Henrik and Daniel Sedin is the integrity and goodwill 
carried by the iconic former players. 

But the twins’ intelligence, keen understanding about team dynamics and 
culture, their selflessness and ability to connect and communicate within 
the organization should lead to genuine impact as the Sedins learn on 
the job as special advisors to Canucks general manager Jim Benning. 

Months of discussions between the National Hockey League team and 
the Sedins, who retired three years ago as the greatest players in 
franchise history, culminated in Tuesday’s announcement that the 
transplanted Swedes were joining the Canucks’ hockey-operations 
department, working with Benning and assistant GMs Chris Gear and 
John Weisbrod. 

The public-relations benefit to their hiring is inescapable. 

The Canucks just staggered through their most disappointing season 
since the 1990s when everything from their performance, health, 
messaging and management was suspect. But the beloved Sedins’ 
return to the team they’ve devoted their adult lives to was always going to 
be a positive story regardless of circumstance. 

And anyone who thinks Daniel and Henrik would allow themselves to be 
used as tokens or a marketing ploy, or accept anything less than 
meaningful roles, was not paying attention to their 18-year careers as 
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players when they became as respected and lauded for their character 
as for their Hall-of-Fame-worthy skills. 

When judging the short-term motives for these hirings, remember two 
things: the Sedins said when they retired that they felt they would have 
something to offer the organization after taking some time for themselves 
and their families; and the months-long discussions about their roles 
primarily involved Benning, not managing owner Francesco Aquilini. 

The challenge is defining roles for them that would provide the Sedins 
real input in hockey-ops while allowing them to learn about NHL 
management. Self-aware, they know what they don’t know. 

The forty-year-olds were never going to come in – as some fans were 
hoping – as Canucks president or general manager or director of hockey 
operations. 

They want to learn, just like Chris Drury did with the New York Rangers 
before he became their general manager this spring. Just like every 
former player who has built a successful second career in management 
needed to learn. 

“When we retired, we always thought we’d like to be involved in the 
business side of hockey one day,” Daniel said in the Canucks’ press 
release. “There’s a lot to learn, but we are excited and ready for the 
opportunity.” 

Maybe the Sedins will grow into powerful roles and run the Canuck or 
another NHL team one day. Or maybe the marathon hours management 
demands, the 12-month season and precious time away from their kids 
and families will prove too onerous. Maybe they won’t feel valued, or 
maybe they’ll discover that there is no substitute to the thrill of playing. 

But if you treated the 2017-18 Canucks media guide like a high school 
yearbook, the twins not only would have been co-valedictorians but voted 
most likely to succeed – at whatever they did. 

What will they do for the Canucks? The Sedins will tell us when they 
address the media on Wednesday, but we’re guessing they’ll start by 
doing a little of everything. 

They’ll have contact with players, at both the NHL and development 
levels. They’ll be part of the inner circle in hockey ops, sitting in on 
everything from scouting, to free agency and the trade deadline, to roster 
construction and season planning, to the Canucks’ minor-league 
operation in Abbotsford. 

They won’t arrive like rodeo bulls from a bucking chute, but the Sedins 
should have a voice. This is vitally important. 

Messaging inside and outside the organization has suffered since Trevor 
Linden was pushed out as president of hockey operations not long after 
the Sedins retired. Players like Chris Tanev and Troy Stecher said after 
they left the Canucks as unrestricted free agents last fall that they heard 
little from management. 

That shouldn’t be the case with the Sedins, who have the respect and 
moral authority to talk to anyone in hockey. Over time, they should be 
able to bridge any gaps within the organization. 

As player-leaders, the Sedins were all about professionalism and 
inclusiveness. Yes, they were great on the ice, but they set the culture 
and expectations in the dressing room for a decade. Talk to any player 
who came to the Canucks on the Sedins’ watch and he’ll tell you how 
influential they were. 

They could be again. 

“Henrik and Daniel’s hockey intellect and experience is exceptional,” 
Benning said in the press release. “We’ve had an open line of 
communication since they retired as players. They are students of the 
game, eager to learn, who will make valuable contributions and 
strengthen our staff. We are very pleased to add their knowledge and 
passion for the game and have them begin the next stage of their careers 
with us.” 
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Grading the Canadiens’ keys to engineering an upset 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Breathe, Canadiens fans. 

That is the best piece of advice I can give after what’s been a roller 
coaster of a series against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The series is tied two games apiece – that in and of itself is an 
accomplishment, particularly when you consider the betting markets gave 
Montreal very little chance. Not only have the Canadiens split the first 
four games, they’ve been competitive in the process, even outplaying the 
Golden Knights in their 2-1 overtime loss in Game 4 on Sunday night. 

Before the puck dropped on this series, I figured Montreal had a chance 
to engineer an upset, but it was contingent on three crucial factors. As a 
refresher: 

1. Minimizing the impact of the Golden Knights top line 

2. Slowing down Vegas’ lethal forecheck 

3. Carey Price providing a decisive goaltending advantage 

Let’s grade out how the Canadiens have performed on each of these 
fronts, and what it might mean for their upset potential over the 
remainder of the series. 

Minimizing the impact of the Golden Knights top line 

Grade: A+ 

Mark Stone has zero points. Max Pacioretty, two lonely assists. Chandler 
Stephenson is injured. Not only has Vegas’ top line been wholly 
ineffective against a very capable defensive team in Montreal, they are at 
the heart of their team’s power play woes, too – a power play that’s 
converting on just 10 per cent of their opportunities this postseason. 

Slowing this line is no small task. This line was three goals better than 
their opponents for every 60 minutes of even play during the regular 
season, driven largely by outstanding offensive production (5.2 goals 
scored per 60 minutes). You never expect that level of scoring to carry 
over to the postseason, but what Montreal’s checking lines have done to 
slow this group down is nothing short of extraordinary. 

And their efficacy has been compounded with the loss of Stephenson. 
Tested replacements like Alex Tuch, Tomas Nosek and Keegan Kolesar 
have shown far less productive in the first-line centre role. 

Montreal hasn’t generated much offence against them either – head-to-
head scoring, Montreal is up just 3-2. But look at how much more time 
the Stone line is playing outside of the offensive zone, where they can 
forecheck and cycle teams to death. We will use expected goals here to 
neutralize the impacts of goaltending for the time being: 

Much like the Stone line shadowed the Nathan MacKinnon line in Vegas’ 
prior series, Montreal has followed suit, using the indefatigable Philip 
Danault (54 per cent head-to-head usage) to slow down the best Golden 
Knights unit. Danault has already proven capable of shutting down all-
world attackers in the past – his work against Auston Matthews in the first 
round is still front of mind for the Toronto Maple Leafs organization. 

In this case, not only has Montreal turned off the scoring from Vegas’ top 
line, they have also forced them to play considerably more defence than 
they are accustomed to. That’s a big accomplishment. 

It will be interesting to see if Montreal can sustain this dominance over 
the rest of the series, particularly with Stephenson’s return “on the 
horizon.” That’s a speed element Montreal hasn’t dealt with much in this 
series, and will certainly increase the difficulty of the task at hand. 

Slowing down Vegas’ lethal forecheck 
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This is a bit of a mixed bag – Vegas’ forwards are having a whale of a 
time scoring, and Carey Price (more on him in a moment) has been the 
ultimate eraser. 

But Vegas’ forecheck has been able to force turnovers in the offensive 
zone, applying relentless pressure on a stable of Canadiens blueliners 
who tend to be more comfortable defending the run of play than carrying 
the puck and sequencing the transition. 

Turnover tracking in the NHL’s Real-Time Scoring System data can be a 
bit of a mess when it comes to data integrity, but if you use it for relative 
analysis only, you can draw two conclusions: most of the giveaways are 
coming from the Montreal blueline and most of those giveaways are 
happening in the defensive zone. 

That’s indicative of pressure. And whereas you might expect a heavy 
puck handler like Jeff Petry to have more giveaways than the average 
defenceman, that shouldn’t be the case for players like Ben Chiarot or 
Shea Weber – a pairing that has struggled on this front and, through four 
games, owns 27 per cent of the recorded Montreal giveaways in this 
series. 

If there is one area the Canadiens organization is a bit leery on over the 
first four games, this is probably it. Goal-scoring sequences for the 
Golden Knights have been impossible to come by, but they have been 
able to pressure Montreal’s skaters into turning the puck over. Lest we 
forget in Game 3: Marc-Andre Fleury’s all-time puckhandling gaffe was 
preceded by a brutal turnover from Eric Staal, gifting Nicolas Roy a goal. 

Carey Price providing a decisive goaltending advantage 

Grade: TBD 

I know, I know. There is no doubt that Price has outplayed Fleury over 
the course of this series – Price has stopped 92.1 per cent of shots faced 
against Vegas, allowing 10 goals. Adjusting those shots for quality, Price 
should have already conceded 13 goals. I don’t need to remind you that 
three goals over four games is the definition of difference maker. He’s 
been sensational, full stop. 

And while Fleury hasn’t been bad (91.1 per cent stop rate), his blow-up to 
end Game 3 forced head coach Peter DeBoer to make a difficult 
decision. 

The decision to use Robin Lehner was criticized by some as a panic 
move heading into Game 4. Then Lehner outplayed Price, thwarting 27 
shots and possibly stealing the starter’s job going forward. 

Price is the reason Montreal is two games away from the Stanley Cup 
final. But this grade will be dictated by how this fascinating new 
goaltending matchup plays out. 
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USA TODAY / Former NHL forward JT Brown hired by Seattle Kraken as 
television analyst 

 

Scooby Axson 

USA TODAY 

 

Former NHL forward JT Brown was named a television analyst for the 
league's newest franchise in Seattle, the team announced Monday.  

Brown will join play-by-play announcer John Forslund in calling games on 
ROOT Sports Northwest for the Seattle Kraken's first season in 2021-22. 

"What better way to retire, to stay in hockey, to go to a new, great 
organization and what they're trying to do," Brown said. "I believe they 
want to be a leader in diversity, whether that's racial diversity or gender 
diversity, on and off the ice with their hiring. That's something I really 

want to be part of. For me, I think all the stars have aligned and this is 
something that I was meant to do." 

The Kraken named Everett Fitzhugh as their radio play-by-play 
announcer in 2020, making him the NHL's first Black team broadcaster. 

Brown became the first NHL player to protest during the national anthem 
when he raised a fist in 2017 to protest police brutality and racism.  

In a career that spanned 365 games from 2011-2019, Brown had 23 
goals and 49 assists, while skating for the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Anaheim Ducks and Minnesota Wild. 

The 30-year-old Brown said he will bring his knowledge and his 
personality to broadcasts. 

"That's why they hired me," he said. 

USA TODAY LOADED: 06.23.2021 


