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NHL Mock Draft 2021: From the Sabres through the Cup winner, Corey Pronman picks the 
entire first round 

By Corey Pronman 

We’re a month from Buffalo being on the clock so it’s time to 
start discussing how I think the first round of the 2021 NHL 
Draft will actually go. This mock will be 31 picks deep and 
there will be a longer one closer to the draft date. 

This mock is less “intel” based, given a lot of teams haven’t 
had meetings yet to put together their lists. The mock will 
discuss certain picks and how they blend with that specific 
team, but readers should also use this exercise to get an 
idea of roughly what players I think will go at what range, and 
what options their team could be looking at. This is not my 
opinion of the players in the draft class. Those along with full 
reports can be found here. 

The last four team slots in this mock were based on points 
percentage. 

1. Buffalo Sabres: Owen Power, LHD, Michigan-Big Ten 

I would be more surprised than stunned if this was anyone 
other than Power. I won’t rule out one of the other top 
prospects for No. 1 here but after the IIHF World 
Championship that Power had with Team Canada, I think 
this one has become fairly locked in. 

2. Seattle Kraken: Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan-Big Ten 

Seattle will take their best player available, as anyone would 
at No. 2, but a part of me suspects that org will want their 
first-ever pick to be a center or defenseman. If they like 
Beniers, you can argue it’s a reasonable selection on talent 
too. Premium centers will be the toughest to acquire via the 
expansion draft as well. 

3. Anaheim Ducks: Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton-WHL 

Guenther is a highly talented goal-scorer and there isn’t a ton 
of that in the Ducks’ pipeline right now. You can envision a 
future PP1 with him on the left flank, Trevor Zegras on the 
right and Jamie Drysdale manning the point. The 
organization could use another premium center, so teams 
around the league think Mason McTavish or Beniers, if he 
gets to No. 3, could be possibilities here as well. 

4. New Jersey Devils: Luke Hughes, LHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

I’m sure some will roll their eyes at this one, which would 
unite Luke with his brother Jack Hughes. The Devils are 
somewhat stuck between a rock and a hard place if their 
preference is someone else at No. 4. People around the 
league think this will be either Luke Hughes, Guenther or 
Simon Edvinsson as I am not hearing this is 100 percent 
Hughes. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: Simon Edvinsson, LHD, 
Frolunda-SHL 

The message out of Columbus is they need centers but once 
Seth Jones is dealt they will need centers and defensemen. 
Edvinsson, Hughes and McTavish are the names people 
around the league think could be the pick at No. 5 with 
Edvinsson being the one I’ve heard mentioned the most. 

6. Detroit Red Wings: Mason McTavish, C, Peterborough-
OHL 

McTavish is the name I’ve heard the most with Detroit early 
in the mock draft season but team sources have also said 
they think goalie Jesper Wallstedt or Michigan forward Kent 
Johnson could be the pick here too. An interesting thing with 
this pick is both Johnson and William Eklund face questions 
on if they’re actually NHL centers. Could Detroit use three 
high picks in four years on potential wingers? 

7. San Jose Sharks: William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden-SHL 

Eklund would provide the type of elite skill at forward the 
Sharks haven’t been able to draft in a long time and would fit 
into the type of player they’ve taken in recent years. If 
Guenther doesn’t go higher than this I imagine he’s a strong 
possibility at No. 7 as well. 

8. Los Angeles Kings: Brandt Clarke, RHD, Barrie-OHL 

The Kings have only used one first-round pick on a 
defenseman since 2010 (Tobias Bjornfot at No. 22 in 2019). 
Teams around the league think in a draft with four premium 
defense prospects that seems the odds-on thing to happen 
with L.A.’s pick — to take whichever of Hughes, Edvinsson 
or Clarke are left at No. 8. 

9. Vancouver Canucks: Kent Johnson, C, Michigan-Big Ten 

There is an industry consensus top-nine skaters in this draft 
and it’s presumed Vancouver will take whichever of the nine 
are left at their pick. In this mock scenario, it would be the 
Michigan forward Johnson. 

10. Ottawa Senators: Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea-SHL 

When I’ve asked team sources around the league where 
they think the two top goalie prospects in Wallstedt and 
Sebastian Cossa could end up, the common answers are 
Ottawa and Chicago, with some mentioning of Detroit, too. 
Once the consensus top-nine skaters are gone most scouts 
agree the goalies are right in that mix. Mads Sogaard had a 
decent brief stint with AHL’s Belleville Senators, but almost 
all scouts consider Wallstedt as a major upgrade and the 
best player available at No. 10 in this scenario. Once the 
consensus top nine are gone Ottawa becomes one of the 
most interesting picks in the draft. 

11. Chicago Blackhawks: Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton-
WHL 
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Cossa hasn’t emerged as a top-12 guy with every scout but 
most think he’s right in this mix talent-wise and think Chicago 
will consider whichever of him or Wallstedt are available at 
this slot. Alternatively, sources think Chaz Lucius or Matthew 
Coronato could be the path they go if they opt for a skater. 

12. Calgary Flames: Chaz Lucius, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

If both goalies go before Calgary, the Flames have a chance 
to dictate how the rest of the first round goes. Lucius, 
Matthew Coronato and Fedor Svechkov are names I’ve 
heard mentioned with Calgary’s pick. Lucius’ stock dipped 
slightly in the eyes of teams over the season when he was 
healthy, but he’s right at the top of next grouping and should 
go right around this area. 

13. Philadelphia Flyers: Cole Sillinger, C, Sioux Falls-USHL 

Sillinger didn’t get to play in the U18 worlds but before the 
tournament he was a guy most teams expected to go in the 
13-to-18 range. The Flyers could use some young center 
depth, especially if Nolan Patrick is moved this summer. 

14. Dallas Stars: Matthew Coronato, RW, Chicago-USHL 

Coronato’s stock kept going up all season, from a second-or-
third-round type to a late first-round projection, to a guy 
teams firmly expect to go in the middle of the first round, 
either at this slot or plus or minus a couple picks due to how 
well-rounded a forward he is. He could provide a skill and 
scoring injection into Dallas’ system. 

15. New York Rangers: Fedor Svechkov, C, Togliatti-VHL 

Before the U18 worlds, Svechkov was getting more buzz as 
a 20-to-40 range type of pick, but following U18s, with him 
being the 1C on the second-best team at the tournament, 
there’s more interest in him as a top-20 pick. He would make 
sense based on talent and the Rangers having a need for 
some top young center talent in their system. 

16. St. Louis Blues: Corson Ceulemans, RHD, Brooks-AJHL 

Ceulemans is a divisive player with teams. Some don’t see 
him as a first-rounder, and some see him as a top-15 
candidate. I think after a strong U18s he’ll end up going 
around the teens as a 6-foot-2, mobile defenseman with 
offense. St. Louis hasn’t picked a defenseman in the first 
round since 2012. 

17. Winnipeg Jets: Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski-QMJHL 

Bolduc didn’t have an amazing season but his stock has 
remained high with teams due to how well he skates to go 
with a high skill level and it’s expected he will be picked in 
the 15-to-25 range on draft day. The Jets don’t have a clear, 
pressing need in their system so Bolduc or defenseman 
Carson Lambos would be the best players available per the 
industry. 

18. Nashville Predators: Carson Lambos, LHD, Winnipeg-
WHL 

Trying to mock draft Lambos is a tough exercise due to the 
fact he didn’t have a great season and a medical issue 
ended his 2020-21. Some teams don’t think he’s a first-
rounder and others remain very optimistic on him as a top-15 
candidate. I expect on draft day he will go right around this 
range given those risks after coming into the season as a top 

prospect. Nashville hasn’t used a high pick on a defenseman 
since 2016. 

19. Edmonton Oilers: Brennan Othmann, LW, Flint-OHL 

Othmann’s stock rose after the U18 worlds, and some scouts 
think he could go much higher than this slot but others 
expect right around 20 is where he will land due to a lack of 
speed. Othmann would bring a high level of skill, goal-
scoring ability and physicality to the Oilers and someone to 
finish plays set up by their star centers. 

20. Boston Bruins: Daniil Chayka, LHD, CSKA-KHL 

Chayka’s season in Russia was up and down, but talking to 
teams there is still a lot of interest in a mobile 6-foot-3 
defenseman who many scouts believe has some offense. 
Boston’s system has a lot of needs so taking the best player 
available here, per the industry, would be Chayka who is 
expected to play again in Ontario next season. I could see 
Aatu Raty or Wyatt Johnston here too, as the Bruins system 
could use a skill infusion. 

21. Minnesota Wild: Nikita Chibrikov, RW, SKA-KHL 

Mock drafting Chibrikov is a tough exercise. Many scouts 
agree on talent that he’s a top-15 pick player in the draft due 
to his great skill, sense and high compete level. They also 
admit it’s tough going to bat for a smaller, not overly quick 
winger signed with SKA and thus teams think he could get to 
the 20s. Minnesota has other system needs, such as 
defense, but this would be too much talent to pass up at this 
point and there isn’t an obvious top defenseman prospect on 
the board. 

22. Detroit Red Wings: Isak Rosen, RW, Leksands-SHL 

Rosen had a great U18 worlds, leading to some speculation 
from scouts that he could go top 20 if not higher, whereas 
others still see him as a late-first type. Rosen brings a lot of 
speed and skill to a lineup and could become another 
important prospect for Detroit. I could see Chibrikov or 
Othmann here as well if either gets to this slot. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets: Aatu Raty, C, Karpat-Liiga 

Trying to figure out where Raty’s stock is right now has been 
a challenge. I don’t talk to a lot of scouts who are excited to 
step up and take him high, but most expect he will still go 
somewhere in the 20s due to the chance that he could be a 
middle-six center, even after his underwhelming draft 
season. If Columbus picks Edvinsson at No. 5, adding 
centers with their other selections adds up with Raty or 
Johnston being ideal targets. 

24. Minnesota Wild: Wyatt Johnston, C, Windsor-OHL 

Johnston’s stock shot up following the U18s and he’s now 
being talked about among scouts as a probable first-round 
pick. Minnesota added two centers in the last draft with 
Marco Rossi and Marat Khusnutdinov but you can never 
have too many with Johnston being seen as a two-way 
center with good skill and compete with middle-six potential. I 
could see Raty as a possibility here too. 

25. Florida Panthers: Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan-
QMJHL 
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Bourgault has elicited mixed opinions among scouts, with 
some saying he will go top 20 due to his tremendous skill 
and production and others saying he’s more a 25-to-35 type 
player because of what he lacks outside his skill. I think 
Florida would ideally like to add a defenseman at this pick 
but there isn’t an obvious defense pick here so I see them 
targeting skill such as Bourgault, Fabian Lysell or Oskar 
Olausson. 

26. Carolina Hurricanes: Fabian Lysell, RW, Lulea-SHL 

After coming into the season as a presumed top-15 if not 
top-10 pick Lysell’s stock has slid with teams over the course 
of the campaign. He’s a really tough player to mock draft. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if he still did go top 15 and I wouldn’t 
be surprised if, like in this mock, he flirts with the edges of 
the first round. If he gets to this spot, he fits a lot of what 
Carolina targets in terms of dynamic ability. Bourgault also 
makes sense for them here. 

27. Colorado Avalanche: Oskar Olausson, RW, HV71-
Allsvenskan 

Olausson’s stock fell as the season went on, with scouts 
thinking he’ll go around 25-to-35 now. I still think he’ll 
squeeze into the first round. He is a goal-scorer with size, 
skill and speed who you can see complementing the various 
weapons Colorado already has. 

28. Montreal Canadiens: Matthew Knies, LW, Tri-City-USHL 

Knies’ draft stock has gone through waves during the last 16 
months, with a great underage year, a big early-season dip 
and then a recovery in the closing parts of the season. Some 
teams expect he will for sure go in the second round, but I’ve 
heard some late first-round discussions about him recently. 

He brings size, skill and competitiveness to a team that 
values that in Montreal. 

29. New Jersey Devils: Shai Buium, LHD, Sioux City-USHL 

Buium is one of the players whose draft stock went up the 
most over the course of the season. After playing U16 prep 
hockey two seasons ago he’s being discussed now as a 25-
to-40 selection candidate with the late first-round chatter 
picking up with how well he ended his USHL season. Even 
with adding Hughes, the Devils could use several more good 
defense prospects and Buium would add a skill component 
that their other current defense prospects don’t have. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets: Samu Salminen, C, Jokerit-Jr. 
A. Liiga 

True centers make the world go round when it comes to the 
NHL draft and Salminen created a lot of attention for himself 
at the U18s. He was Finland’s top center, playing very well 
and getting some scouts to see the possibility of him being a 
middle-six center even if not all scouts agree he can be that. 
For that reason I can see him sneaking into the first with 
Columbus being a prime candidate for how much they want 
to shore up that position. 

31. Vegas Golden Knights: Kirill Kirsanov, LHD, SKA-KHL 

Kirsanov is expected to go in the 25-to-50 range. Vegas has 
some good defense prospects but hasn’t used a top pick on 
that position since Erik Brannstrom in their first draft. They 
also have shown no hesitation picking Russians. I could see 
Stanislav Svozil as an option here as well. 

(The Arizona Coyotes forfeited their 2021 first-round pick for 
violating the NHL’s combine testing policy.)
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Prospect Pipeline Recap: Defensemen 

Carolina’s defense prospects shone bright in a shortened 
season.  

By Matthew Somma 

In spite of tough circumstances this season, Carolina’s 
defensive prospects were able to develop and make an 
impact on their respective teams. In part two of this three 
part series on the Hurricanes’ pipeline, we’ll look at the 
defensemen that are in the Hurricanes’ system and how they 
fared this past season.  

European Defensemen 

Anttoni Honka 

Honka had an impressive season with JYP in the Finnish 
Liiga, finishing with 31 points in 58 games. His offensive 
game was on full display as he led his team’s defense in 
scoring and finished fourth in team scoring overall. What 
stands out about Honka’s offensive play is that he was able 
to be this effective on one of the worst teams in the league, 
both in the standings and in terms of creating offense. He 
was able to quarterback JYP’s power play and improved 
tremendously at even strength over the course of the 
season, both of which are encouraging about his NHL odds. 
Scouts such as Scott Wheeler commented that Honka’s 
defensive play had improved tremendously and, while he 
was still a bit of a liability, there was tangible growth. Honka 
has some elements in his game that remind me of Ryan 
Murphy, but I believe that Honka is getting the extra 
development time that Murphy did not get. The fact that the 
Hurricanes can let Honka develop on his own time and 
slowly improve in the defensive zone is going to do wonders 
for his chances at making an impact at the NHL level. This is 
a player that could be a staple on the Hurricanes’ power play 
for a long time, after all.  

Jesper Sellgren 

Two years ago, Sellgren was brought to the Charlotte 
Checkers on an amateur tryout contract. He then earned a 
full-time role on that roster, taking the place of veteran 
defenseman Dan Renouf, and helped the Checkers win a 
Calder Cup. Sellgren has spent the past two seasons in the 
SHL establishing himself as a top pairing defenseman in one 
of the best defensive leagues in the world. His play style is 
unique for a defenseman under six-foot tall, as he doesn’t 
lean on his offensive game as much as you would think. 
Instead, Sellgren is a steady presence on the back end that 
can join the rush and contribute offensively when he sees fit. 
In short, he is a responsible defenseman capable of chipping 
in a goal or an assist here and there. Sellgren’s forward 
skating is effortless and his defensive play reminds me of the 
style Jaccob Slavin plays. It’s not overly physical, but 
Sellgren excels at using his stick to break up plays. Given 

the flat salary cap and other issues that could arise on 
defense, I wouldn’t be surprised if Sellgren saw a few NHL 
games for the Hurricanes this season. He projects as a 
reliable third pairing defenseman that could eat up more 
minutes than your average third pairing defender.  

Alexander Nikishin 

Alexander Nikishin’s nickname is “Boom” and that should tell 
you all you need to know about the 69th overall pick in the 
2020 draft. He’s big, physical, skates well and has a 
surprising amount of offense to his game for a player in his 
archetype. Nikishin also plays a fairly clean game, only 
taking five penalties in 32 total games this season. 
Everything about Nikishin intrigues me, because behind the 
physical play is a skilled puck handler and offensive mind. 
Very few physical defensemen can weave their way through 
the opposition like Nikishin can, and very few have played at 
as high of a level as he has at this age. My biggest concern 
with Nikishin is his injury history, however. He tends to miss 
a lot of time due to injuries and that can stunt a prospect’s 
growth. It will be a few years before the Hurricanes can 
convince Nikishin to come to North America due to his 
contract with Spartak Moscow, but I think he has top four 
upside. Here are some clips that showcase his skills.  

Boom. 

This is my favorite clip, showcasing three highlights. In the 
first section, Nikishin skates through three defenders and 
nearly roofs a backhander in what could have been the goal 
of the year in the KHL. These are grown men that are 
defending him and he’s making them look like children. The 
second part shows Nikishin’s confidence with the puck once 
again, as he carries the puck and gets a shot off allowing for 
a rebound goal. The third and final part of this clip shows a 
stretch pass that may not have been the best pass ever, but 
is another example of his on-ice vision. 

Ever seen a guy get hit so hard he leaves the frame? 

As you can see, Nikishin is clearly known for his physicality. 
The nickname “Boom” suits him and I can’t wait to see him 
grow in all areas of his game. 

Roland McKeown 

McKeown spent the season in the SHL and as much as it 
pains me to admit it, I don’t believe we’ll be seeing him in the 
system for much longer. The Hurricanes could keep him 
around to be an AHL veteran, but he seems intent on finding 
an NHL job if one does come his way. Godspeed, Prince 
Pretty. Note: If you’re unfamiliar with the Prince Pretty bit, 
let’s just say I’ve never seen McKeown and former NXT Tag 
Team Champion Tyler Breeze in the same room. 
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North American Defensemen 

Max Lajoie 

I’ll admit that I didn’t have high hopes for Lajoie when the 
Hurricanes traded for him in exchange for Clark Bishop 
before the season started. I had assumed that Lajoie would 
be an AHL lifer and stay with Chicago before hitting the free 
agent market in the summer. I wasn’t entirely right about 
Lajoie, however. While he did spend the entirety of the 
regular season in the AHL, Lajoie did appear in two playoff 
games for the Hurricanes in the first round. During his time in 
the AHL, Lajoie proved himself a top defenseman in every 
situation, but particularly on the penalty kill. His willingness to 
block shots and play with pace stood out to the coaching 
staff and eventually led to a call-up for the 23-year-old 
defenseman. Lajoie finished with 21 points in 27 games for 
Chicago in the AHL. I don’t believe that Lajoie will ever be a 
full-time NHL defenseman, but I believe that the Hurricanes 
will hold onto him. He has proven to be a capable 
defenseman that can fill a role in the event of an injury. 

Ronan Seeley 

Seeley’s skating stands out as his best asset, and it’s clear 
that he’s a threat in transition due to his speed. He is able to 
close gaps quickly and his decision making with the puck 
improved in a shortened season with Everett in the WHL. 
There are still a lot of raw elements to his game, but Seeley 
was a solid seventh round pick and could be a project worth 
investing in since the Hurricanes have such a strong 
development staff. He was named an All-Star in the WHL’s 
U.S. division this past season after putting up 17 points in 23 
games.  

Joey Keane 

Keane’s offensive skills stood out for Chicago in the AHL this 
season. He established himself as a top pairing defenseman 
in the AHL with 13 assists in 24 games for Chicago. I won’t 
read too much into Keane’s NHL game this season due to 
the fact that the Hurricanes didn’t ice a full roster, however. 
The team very clearly wanted to avoid any injuries to their 
core players, and therefore put together one of the worst 
efforts of the season. Keane’s future with the team is still 

promising, however, and I do think he could contend for a 
roster spot in a year or two if the log jam at the NHL level 
clears up a bit. 

Dom Fensore 

The odds are stacked against Fensore, but there isn’t an 
ounce of quit in his game. His skating and hockey sense 
stood out to me this year, and it’s clear that he can become a 
successful power play quarterback with those tools. What’s 
concerning is his tendency to turtle in the defensive zone and 
turn the puck over, something that Boston University 
struggled with as a team for the entirety of this season. 
Given David Farrance’s departure to the NHL, I’m looking for 
Fensore to step up and take on the role of the team’s 
number one defenseman next season. I won’t read too much 
into his play this season since he only appeared in 16 
games, but there was a fair amount of growth in his play 
away from the puck. 

Cade Webber 

Webber should see a full-time role with Boston University 
next year after splitting time between the press box and the 
bottom two pairs of the Terriers’ lineup. During his time in the 
lineup, Webber impressed with his hockey sense and his 
ability to break up plays. I did notice a few times where 
teams were able to move around him, but those plays will 
occur with less frequency after Webber establishes a rhythm 
in the NCAA. He hadn’t played in just about a year due to 
injury, so I’m giving Webber the benefit of the doubt. Next 
season should be a good benchmark for Hurricanes fans to 
see where Webber is at in his development. 

I believe that the Hurricanes are in limbo right now with their 
defensive pipeline. Very few players are ready to make the 
next step, and the Hurricanes don’t have a sure thing as far 
as a possible top four option in the next year or two. Players 
like Jesper Sellgren and Joey Keane could be on the NHL 
roster sooner rather than later, but I can’t see their roles 
being top four players. It feels like the Hurricanes are waiting 
on players such as Honka and Nikishin to step into the NHL 
roster. I wouldn’t be the least bit surprised if Carolina goes 
out and drafts a defenseman or two in the first four rounds of 
the 2021 NHL draft.
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Which defencemen could change addresses, or 
stay put, this upcoming offseason? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jun 23, 2021 

 

This is shaping up to be the offseason of the defenceman. There are big 
decisions coming for a number of them. Some may re-sign, some may hit 
the market, some may be traded. In any case, the market for blueliners 
promises to be active. 

The list is long: Seth Jones, Dougie Hamilton, Morgan Rielly, Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson, Matt Dumba, Mattias Ekholm, Rasmus Ristolainen, 
Adam Larsson, Tyson Barrie, Alec Martinez, Josh Manson, Brandon 
Montour and David Savard among others. 

Defenceman after defenceman after defenseman. 

Some are pending UFAs like Hamilton, Barrie, Larsson, Martinez, Savard 
and Montour. 

Some have a year left on their deals forcing potential decisions such as 
Jones, Rielly, Ekholm, Manson and Ristolainen. 

The expansion draft looms large on so many fronts and it potentially 
could have an impact on what happens with a lot of these guys before 
July 21. Which stands to reason. 

Many teams looking to upgrade on defence might already have three 
blueliners they had planned to protect in the Seattle expansion draft so it 
would behoove them to wait until after July 21 to make their move. 
Although maybe there’s risk in that too as far as missing out. 

Poker face time. 

Let’s take a look at a few of these D-men. 

Seth Jones 

Make no mistake, teams are already calling the Blue Jackets. 

“The level of interest is off the charts,’’ one league source said this week. 

Again, no surprise. 

It’s not every day a 26-year-old, stud right-handed defenceman finds 
himself on the trade market. 

The question remains whether Jones moves as a one-year rental or 
whether it’s part of a trade where he signs an extension with his new 
team to garner Columbus the bigger return. 

I think the Jones camp, led by Pat Brisson, can live with either scenario 
depending on which teams are involved. Not every trade suitor will make 
the shortlist in terms of potentially signing an extension. 

The Flyers, as I suggested might be the case back in May, are interested 
in Jones, sources confirmed this week. 

I mean, it’s a perfect fit in so many ways. Not just because of the hole on 
the right side of Philly’s blue line but because the Flyers have some 
young players in their 20s they can entice the Jackets with. Not every 
Jones trade suitor can say that. 

But, as one might imagine, there’s indeed a long list of teams that want to 
get in on this. 

One thing I wonder about: What if nothing lines up between the Jackets 
and a team that Jones wants to extend? Would Columbus just wait and 
dangle him at next season’s trade deadline instead? As one rival front-
office source suggested to me this week, his rental value might be higher 
at the deadline when teams often overpay when they think they can win. 

Given that Jones has made it clear he’s not signing in Columbus, the 
best-case scenario for the Jackets is that he’s dealt this offseason and 
signs a long-term deal with his new team, helping Columbus get the 
biggest return possible. 

Mattias Ekholm 

The veteran top-four rearguard just turned 31 last month but remains an 
impactful player. If these playoffs have reinforced anything it’s that big 
blueliners make a difference at this time of year. 

Here’s what I do know. Ekholm’s agent, Kurt Overhardt, told me that his 
client is interested in signing an extension. The feeling is mutual, 
according to a Preds source. 

Ekholm has got one more year left at his bargain $3.75-million AAV deal. 

It’s nice that there’s mutual interest in getting an extension done, but both 
sides have to agree on what that deal looks like. Negotiations have not 
begun yet. 

And, of course, in all this looms the expansion draft and how that 
influences Nashville’s decisions given that they clearly like their top-four 
defence core. 

Do they once again go the eight-skater route and protect Ekholm, Roman 
Josi, Ryan Ellis and Dante Fabbro. Or is there a trade involving a Preds 
defenceman a few days before the expansion lists are due? 

Both options are on the table at this point. 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson 

Wait, didn’t we see this movie before? 

Last offseason, the Coyotes approached their captain about waiving his 
full no-move for a trade. Ekman-Larsson’s camp, led by agent Kevin Epp, 
gave the Coyotes two teams where they’d be willing to negotiate a trade 
with: Vancouver and Boston. 

There were trade discussions with the Canucks but, to be honest, there 
wasn’t a lot of traction with the Bruins. 

So, now what? 

There hasn’t been a conversation in a while between the Coyotes and 
OEL’s camp. But based off their last conversation: GM Bill Armstrong 
was free to go out and see if there were any trade fits this offseason and 
then bring something back to the player and his camp to see if it’s a team 
they would waive for. 

A slightly different approach in that Epp isn’t limiting Armstrong to just 
two teams. However, there’s the same bottom line. OEL has to sign off 
with his full no-move. 

The Bruins would remain a team of interest for Ekman-Larsson, no 
doubt. And it just so happens Boston is looking for a top-four, left-handed 
defenceman 
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But it’s the part where OEL still has six years on his contract at an $8.25-
million AAV that may or may not still be an issue for the Bruins. 

Given how many high-end D could be available this offseason, and given 
what’s left on OEL’s contact even though he’s a special player, it may 
prove difficult to move him and get a decent return in this flat-cap 
environment. 

Dougie Hamilton 

The news that Carolina gave the pending UFA permission to talk to 
teams ahead of July 28 seems intriguing at first, the Canes thinking if the 
player finds a taker on an eight-year deal (can’t sign eight-year deals 
once free agency opens July 28) there’s a potential sign-and-trade giving 
Carolina an asset instead of losing the player for nothing. 

But, like many things in life, it’s not that simple. The sense is teams who 
have talked to Hamilton’s camp, led by J.P. Barry, (hearing they’ve talked 
to eight-to-10 teams) while showing strong interest would rather wait until 
closer to late July after the expansion draft to figure things out, which 
seems to be true generally around the league on many players. Again, 
the expansion draft looms large in all that. I mean, who knows, the 
Kraken could even approach Hamilton during that July 18-21 unique free-
agent window they have and actually try to sign him (allowed to do a max 
eight-year deal if they want), although I’ve not heard any evidence of that 
being of interest to Seattle. 

But the bottom line is the idea of a sign-and-trade involving Carolina and 
a suitor is a long shot at this point. There’s a reason we’ve never seen a 
sign-and-trade in the cap era despite the fact teams have talked about it 
in the Steven Stamkos, John Tavares and Alex Pietrangelo situations the 
past few years. It just seems simpler for the acquiring team to just sign 
the player to a seven-year deal and not give up an asset. 

So in the end, I think this will have a rather traditional end: Balance 
Carolina’s best offer at the 11th hour with what may be available on the 
open market. Hamilton has finally found a home in Carolina, but how 
much less would he be willing to settle for? 

Canes head coach Rod Brind’Amour joined Scott Burnside and me on 
our podcast Wednesday and put it simply: Carolina wants Hamilton back, 
and really hopes that happens, but at the same time can’t afford to 
overspend on him and take away the ability to fill other holes. 

Morgan Rielly 

The Leafs and Rielly’s camp, led by Barry, had a nice season-exit chat, I 
hear, but the real conversation is going to wait. My sense is while the 
Leafs absolutely want to try and extend Rielly this offseason — he’s got 
one year left on his deal — that negotiation is going to wait until August 
after the July fireworks are done. Which will give Leafs management a 
better idea after they’ve made other moves, and seen the NHL 
landscape, to know what they can do with Rielly. 

But it’s always going to come down to one thing: Yes, Rielly loves being 
a Maple Leaf and would take a bit less to remain one. But the dollar 
figures have to make sense. He’s earning $5 million a year. He’s worth at 
least the $6.5 million AAV Torey Krug got in St. Louis last fall, if not more, 
depending on term. 

Kyle Dubas seemed much more at ease discussing Zach Hyman and 
Frederik Andersen play out their deals before free agency when I asked 
him about it on a season-ending media call. It was clear, however, Dubas 
wasn’t that comfortable doing that this time with Rielly. Either he’s signed 
this summer, or there’s probably a trade. Personally, I think the Leafs find 
a way to extend Rielly. 

Tyson Barrie 

The Oilers have interest in bringing Barrie back but I also think the 29-
year-old pending UFA (turns 30 July 26) would have to settle for what fits 
under Edmonton’s cap given pending UFAs Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Mike 
Smith and Adam Larsson and whatever else the Oilers are trying to get 
done this offseason (secondary scoring up front). 

Barrie bet on himself last fall in free agency, signing for one year and 
$3.75 million, choosing the Oilers over a better offer from the Canucks, 
the idea being he could fit in well on that power play and high-octane 
attack and in the process repatriate his brand. He did just that, leading all 
NHL blueliners with 48 points (eight goals and 40 assists) in 56 games. 

But the flat-cap environment and consistent concerns over his defensive 
game probably don’t result in a financial bonanza. 

If the Oilers are willing to do a three-year deal worth between $4.5 million 
and $5 million a season, and I’m not saying they are, but let’s say they 
offer that: if I’m Barrie, I sign it. Sure, there could be another million a 
year elsewhere, and that’s something, but the “fit’’ is best in Edmonton. 
Just my two cents. 

Josh Manson 

The 29-year-old mainstay on the Ducks blue line has one more year on 
his deal at a $4.1-million AAV. There’s mutual interest from both sides to 
get an extension done this offseason if at all possible. If a deal can’t get 
done, I believe the Ducks are comfortable keeping hold of him until next 
season’s trade deadline and making a call then. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: 10 NHL Draft prospects who missed the cut for 
my 2021 ranking 

 

By Scott Wheeler Jun 23, 2021 

 

If there’s one thing I’ve learned about our readers at The Athletic, it’s that 
they’re always craving more. There’s no better example of that than 
when my final draft board comes out and among the first messages in 
the comment section are questions about the names listed in the 
honourable mentions who didn’t make the list. 

To respond to those demands, I’ve annually released this column to look 
at some of the near misses who’d fit into the final tier on that list. 

This year, that final tier ran from 82-100 and, as mentioned in my draft 
ranking, beyond that point. Here are 10 scouting reports (as well as the 
usual quotes from industry sources and video) on prospects who were 
given consideration for the 80s and 90s on my board. I’d listen to 
arguments for these prospects over the names who did sneak onto the 
tail end of my list and won’t balk if your favourite team selects them 
ahead of some of those players. 

Jake Martin — RHD, U.S. NTDP, six-feet 

Martin is a right-handed shot who has spent a lot of time playing the left 
side and does so very well. Martin’s greatest asset is his rush defence. 
He gaps extremely tightly, opposing players know he’ll step up and rub 
them out if they allow him (though he doesn’t chase them to do it, which 
is another bonus), and he forces a ton of chips as a result through the 
way he funnels players into tough spots. And while his raw counting stats 
may not leap out at you (in large part because he’s not particularly gifted 
inside the offensive zone), Martin does a good job transitioning play and 
reacts quickly to take dead pucks into space with his feet to look for an 
outlet. Inside his own zone, he’s also a sound positional player who 
rarely gets beat off the wall, takes back a lot of pucks with a disruptive 
stick, stays active when he needs to take away time and space, and 
always has his head on a swivel to avoid losing his mark. He’s also an 
above-average skater who will transition off pressure once (rarely tries to 
twice in a row) with his edges to turn up ice and move the puck. Martin 
was kept off my board due to some of his limitations with the puck (a little 
too much off the glass, a little too reluctant to skate with it). He’s not 
going to finish a ton of plays with an attack to the high slot or a creative 
seam pass that sets up a goal, but the strengths of his defensive game 
may still be enough for him to develop into a competent, complementary 
pro defenceman 

Here’s his former coach at Gentry Academy, Billy Hengen: “Jake can 
skate, he’s strong as an ox, he’s rough around the edges. He’s a horse.” 

Victor Sjöholm — RHD, HV71/Tranås AIF, 5-foot-9 

Tracking Sjöholm’s progression has been a roller coaster. A year ago, he 
posted 125 penalty minutes across 45 games at Sweden’s various junior 
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levels. At the start of the season, when I asked HV71 J20 assistant 
coach Tom Jankovic about him, this was how he described him: “He has 
a pretty big temper. He likes to bang bodies. He needs to cool down the 
physical play. But he wins so many battles because of it so it’s one of his 
strengths in his game, he just needs to do it the right way.” Then, this 
year, there was a complete 180 and Sjöholm continued to play his game 
but was toned down. The result was 12 penalty minutes across 41 
games. He’s a small but aggressive player who plays bigger than he is. 
Defensively, he’s also a sturdy defender for his size who gaps tightly and 
always seems to just get in the way of his opponents to force them into 
rushed decisions. His numbers don’t pop for a smaller defender and he 
can move the puck a little too quickly when there’s room available for him 
to attack with his feet, but there are some translatable tools to his game 
and he’s a great skater who has logged advanced minutes at lower levels 
to push himself into the pro ranks early. 

Robert Orr — C, Halifax Mooseheads, 5-foot-11 

Orr is one of those players who always seems to be in the right place at 
the right time. Sequences like this (he’s No. 88 in white) are pretty 
common in his game, where the puck lands on his stick around the net 
and then he finds a way to get it back at some point after he has made 
his initial play. In this case, his first shot gets blocked, he tracks the 
defender and intercepts it to get it back, and then he tracks across the 
zone to set up a goal: 

Orr was a fifth-round pick in the 2019 QMJHL draft, played midget AAA 
hockey last season (while most of his to-be-drafted peers were playing 
junior), and then put together a really nice draft year as a first-year 
player, registering 32 points in 41 games to lead all QMJHL rookies in 
points. There’s nothing about his game that’s particularly dynamic but 
he’s a jack-of-all-trades who makes something happen on most shifts. 

Arvid Eljas — C, Leksands IF/Köping HC, 5-foot-10 

Every year at U18 worlds, I start my viewings expecting to be impressed 
by the big names I’ve already spent a lot of time digging in on and there’s 
some player I’ve paid no mind to who grabs my attention, sending me 
down a rabbit hole of research and old tape review. This year, as the 
Swedes sputtered and their best players left me largely uninspired, Eljas 
grabbed my attention with his movement, his play-tracking, his transition 
game, and his shot, which he leverages so quickly that it pops off his 
blade without the need for a drawback: 

When I went back and reviewed some of his games more closely this 
year, I was left similarly impressed by his work rate with and without the 
puck (he’s always moving and he empties the tank on the backcheck and 
forecheck to apply pressure). 

It’s on shifts like this, where he (No. 94 in white) makes a quick play in 
the neutral zone, drives the middle lane, makes a pass into a dangerous 
area, and then goes to the front of the net to nearly redirect another: 

Or shifts like this, where he races off the bench and across the ice to 
close off the wall in the neutral zone, tracks the play low in his own zone, 
works hard from that low point to join the rush when it goes the other 
way, makes a play to the left point, and then tracks once more to the right 
corner to apply pressure and force the opposing defender into a flip: 

His numbers aren’t yet there to reflect all of the ways he makes himself 
useful, but whether or not he gets picked I don’t think this is the last we’re 
going to hear of him. 

Charlie Desroches — RHD, Saint John Sea Dogs, 5-foot-10 

Desroches ranked 100th on my draft board a year ago before he was 
passed over in his first year of eligibility. Now, as an overager (he’s got a 
late April 2002 birthday in a mid-September 2002 cutoff, so he’s a little 
less than five months older than the oldest first-year eligibles in this 
draft), he’s actually not among the 228 North American skaters ranked by 
NHL Central Scouting. On the one hand, that’s a pretty solid indicator 
that he’s not likely to be picked as a re-entry. On the other, it also means 
an interested team can likely have him as a seventh-round pick or 
development-camp invitee. And I like that value. Sea Dogs coaches and 
managers raved about him in his rookie season, when he scored 10 
goals as a 16-year-old. Then they raved about him last year when they 
believed he was overshadowed on a defence that also included would-be 
2020 picks Jeremie Poirier and William Villeneuve. Then he came back 
for a third season, under a new coach, took over some of the offensive 

minutes that had previously been assigned to Villeneuve (alongside the 
penalty-killing responsibilities he already held), and excelled, posting 
0.81 points per game (26 in 33, or fourth among all under-20 QMJHL D), 
0.44 primary points per game (fifth among all under-20 QMJHL D), and 
positive relative even-strength goals for/against results. Desroches, who 
was once committed to Northeastern University before going the junior 
hockey route, plays a calculating, well-rounded three-zone game with a 
track record in line with that of an NHL prospect. Had he been the guy 
with a different QMJHL team since early on in his career, or had he gone 
the USHL-to-college route, I’m confident he would have been picked the 
first time around. 

Matvey Petrov — RW/LW, MHK Krylia Sovetov Moskva, 6-foot-2 

Were it not for concerns I have with Petrov’s skating, which bends too 
much from the knees and can break down, he would have made my list. 
The No. 1 pick in last year’s CHL Import Draft to the Battalion, Petrov 
wasn’t able to come over (or even consider it) when the OHL never got 
up and running. Instead, he spent the year playing in the MHL, where he 
finished third among all U18 skaters in goals (22) and points (42) to 2023 
draft-eligible sensation Matvei Michkov and fellow 2021 prospect Prokhor 
Poltapov. 

His shot is his best attribute, with an ability to play the point and power 
through one-timers on the power play … 

… as well as turn on his wrist shot to get it off both quickly and with 
decent velocity: 

He’s comfortable on the attack with the puck on his stick, hanging onto it 
to create from the perimeter or knife through traffic to the home-plate 
area. His size/skill package will make him a mid-round pick but he’s 
going to have to firm up his skating mechanics and acceleration to 
warrant that kind of range. 

Andre Gasseau — LW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-4 

Gasseau’s profile doesn’t look at all like the kind of player I tend to 
believe the game is trending towards. He plays a give-and-go, power-
forward, straight-line style within a game that is increasingly about east-
west play. But he’s also a July birthday who had a solid year considering 
he was the only player on the U18 team who wasn’t on the U17 team a 
year ago, so he was acclimatizing himself to the new level of competition 
in real-time. He’s got a big believer in Team USA’s U18 head coach Dan 
Muse, who said multiple times this season that Gasseau has “a lot of 
potential.” He’s not a crafty player per se but he’s got a few moves he’s 
comfortable making to attack into high-percentage locations on the ice. 
He’s a lot to handle on the cycle, he can be trusted without the puck, and 
he plays off his linemates effectively to get open and get them pucks. 
There may be a role player there if he can take strides in college. 

Oscar Plandowski — RHD, Charlottetown Islanders, six-feet 

I nearly included Plandowski’s D partner William Trudeau here. Both will 
be drafted (probably around the same range in the middle rounds). But I 
always found Plandowski’s impact on the game to be the greater of the 
two, even when his production wasn’t (though I think that will really come 
next year and it was always more a part of his game than Trudeau’s at 
lower levels). Plandowski is a plus-level skater whose four-way mobility 
allows him to escape pressure, start and lead rushes, and force opposing 
players to the outside. He’s not going to ever break ankles or really take 
over a game with the puck on his stick but I’m fond of his ability to lead 
his teammates, identify targets, and make the right play much more 
consistently than the wrong one. Confidence should help breed some of 
the rest. It doesn’t hurt that he’s an athletic righty, either. 

Justin Janicke — LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

Janicke’s a strong skater who pushes tempo with a solid base to his 
stride, works hard to get pucks back, and has enough skill to make plays 
in the middle third of the ice. He’s not going to dangle in and out of 
trouble with his hands or surprise defenders with a pass through several 
layers to the backdoor, but he’s a capable handler who plays a driven, 
versatile game that covers the full sheet and moulds to his linemates. 
He’s the one player from this year’s U18 team who I think could have 
produced a fair amount more than he did had he been deployed a little 
differently. 
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I love his mentality. Watch how quickly and aggressively he takes this 
puck into an attacking stance to look to make something happen from the 
slot. 

I’m very much looking forward to seeing what Janicke does by Year 3 or 
4 at Notre Dame, because he’s got pro skating tools and I’m fonder of his 
skill package than I ever was with his older brother Trevor, who the 
Ducks drafted in the fifth round in 2019. 

Viljami Marjala — LW, Québec Remparts, six-feet 

After the Remparts selected Marjala No. 14 in the CHL Import Draft, the 
Finnish winger made the jump from Kärpät’s program to North America 
and had an immediate impact, often looking like the best player on the 
ice for his new team. He’s a bit of a unicorn, though, with a points spread 
of 26 assists to just six goals for a total of 32 points in 36 combined 
regular season and playoff games. But the six goals are more about shot 
selection than his ability to actually shoot the puck, in that they came on 
just 60 shots for a 10 percent shooting percentage (it is a little concerning 
that three of those goals came on the power play rather than five-on-
five). When he looked to score this year, he actually showcased an 
adjustable shot that comes off his stick pretty hard: 

But Marjala just doesn’t like to shoot the puck. He wants to create off the 
flank with his passing, hence the above role at the top of the umbrella on 
his strong side on the power play. He’s an entertaining player to watch 
with the puck because he’s so proficient at hanging onto it, finding space 
inside the offensive zone, pulling in defenders, and then placing pucks 
into spots for his linemates to capitalize. But he’s not a small player 
anymore (he’s now listed at 178 pounds) and everyone who has watched 
him would like to see him go to the inside a little more. If he can learn to 
do this (which may also require an extra gear to his skating to get there), 
there’s another level for him to find. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: We’re not mad, just disappointed with 
the 2021 playoff underperformer team 

 

By Sean McIndoe Jun 23, 2021 

  

The NHL playoffs are an endless grind of grief and disappointment, a 
joyless slog filled with underperforming stars and unfair outcomes that 
serve no purpose beyond sapping whatever remaining traces of 
happiness might still exist in the deep crevices of our exhausted brains. 
Nobody enjoys any of it and there is growing consensus that postseason 
hockey should be banned. The maddening spiral of pointless cruelty and 
abject misery serves only to foster a sense of deep foreboding as we 
crawl toward our inevitable … 

(Checks earpiece.) 

Huh. I’m being told that all of that might only apply to Leafs fans. 
Apparently other teams occasionally win in the postseason? Some fans 
get to be … happy? That sounds weird to me but I guess I’ll take your 
word for it. 

But yeah … disappointment. Let’s celebrate it. As we close in on the end 
of the third round of this year’s postseason, it’s time to build out our 
annual team of playoff underperformers. We’ll go with a full 20-man 
roster, with at least one rep from each of the eliminated teams. Keep in 
mind that this won’t necessarily be the postseason’s worst performers, 
since that would include a bunch of fourth-liners who nobody expects to 
contribute. Instead, we’re going for disappointment, which factors in the 
higher expectations that some stars carry. 

Have you practiced your weary sighs and sad head-shaking? Good, let’s 
get started … 

Goaltenders 

Tristan Jarry, Penguins 

Every Penguins fan knew he’d be here, and they probably would have 
shown up at my house in protest if he wasn’t. We could mention the .888 
save percentage or the 3.18 goals-against average. We could focus on 
the 16 goals against in the last four games of the series. Or we could just 
remember this moment, which was probably the turning point of the 
Penguins’ postseason. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Panthers 

I feel like Jarry would be the consensus pick for the starter on this team, 
but his numbers were actually significantly better than Bobrosvky’s .841 
save percentage and 5.33 goals-against average, which would be 
enough to get you benched in the mid-80s Norris Division. It was enough 
in 2021 too, as the league’s second-highest-paid goaltender lost his job 
not once but twice, and to two different guys. That’s generally a sign that 
a series isn’t going well. 

First pair 

John Carlson, Capitals 

Like a lot of players on this roster (and pretty much everyone who takes 
the ice in the playoffs), Carlson was playing through injury, in his case a 
bad knee. Still, a guy with a reputation as one of the league’s top 
offensive blueliners managed just a pair of assists against Boston, both 
on the power play, and his underlying numbers were awful. You could 
make a strong case that Dmitry Orlov was even worse, but Orlov wasn’t 
the Norris runner-up last year, so Carlson takes the disappointment 
crown. 

Colton Parayko, Blues 

It’s oddly tough to pick on too many players when a team gets swept in 
the first round, since you’ve only got four games to work with and plenty 
of candidates to spread the disappointment around. Still, we have to 
recognize Parayko, whose reputation has been on the rise for a few 
years but who had a rough week against the Avs. He had just one point, 
a secondary assist, and was on for seven goals and 49 scoring chances 
against, according to Natural Stat Trick’s count. 

Second pair 

Jared Spurgeon, Wild 

The numbers were ugly, with just three points and minus-6 if you still use 
that stat. You could make the case that partner Ryan Suter should have 
the spot instead, so let’s consider this a group effort. The Golden Knights 
had a pair of go-ahead goals including the eventual winner in the second 
period of Game 7, and the pairing was on for both, with Spurgeon maybe 
even tipping one of the goals into his own net. It was a disappointing 
showing by one of the league’s more underrated blueliners. 

Roman Josi, Predators 

I’ll be honest, it’s weirdly difficult to come up with a Predators pick this 
year, and I’m not sure this is the right one. I could go with the usual Matt 
Duchene pick, since he only had one goal, although that one was in 
overtime. Ryan Ellis was just OK. Filip Forsberg certainly has a case. But 
I need another defenseman so I’ll go with Josi, who spent the series as 
the reigning Norris winner but managed no goals and just four assists 
while being on the ice for four goals against in the opener. 

Third pair 

Samuel Girard, Avalanche 

On some level, it feels unfair to pick on a kid who’d just turned 23 when 
the playoffs started. But Girard was so good during the regular season 
that it really felt like we were watching a star have his breakout. Then he 
regressed in the playoffs, especially against Vegas. As Peter Baugh put 
it, there’s still room for growth. Apparently more than Avs fans had 
hoped, as Girard’s 14 goals against at five-on-five still led the entire 
postseason until a pair of Islanders finally passed him during Monday’s 
blowout, making him the only player in the top 10 who hasn’t played 
three rounds. 

Adam Larsson, Oilers 

The Oilers don’t have as many candidates as you might think, although 
there’s one more we’ll meet very soon. I’ll round out my blue line with 
Larsson, who had an up-and-down season but was looking strong down 
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the stretch, then had a rough go against the Jets. In four games playing 
second-pair minutes, he was on the ice for six goals against. The good 
news is that he didn’t exactly play himself out of the Oilers budget as a 
pending UFA, but it would have been nice to have a more dependable 
option available during the handful of minutes a night that Darnell Nurse 
wasn’t playing. 

First line 

Connor McDavid, Oilers 

Let’s be crystal clear: McDavid isn’t to blame for the Oilers’ loss. No team 
loses four straight because of one guy, and while it’s a very hockey 
mindset to blame the best player in the world for not doing enough, 
Edmonton’s problems were elsewhere in the lineup. Still … one primary 
point in four games? Back-to-back pointless games on home ice to open 
the series, as his team dug a hole they wouldn’t be able to climb out of? 
A tough giveaway on the OT series-winner? McDavid wasn’t to blame, 
but he certainly wasn’t great in the series, or even all that good. Given 
what we know he can do, he has to be on this team. 

Mitch Marner, Maple Leafs 

Maybe the most obvious pick on the roster, Marner makes an 
appearance for the second straight year after running his postseason 
goal-scoring drought to 18 games and counting. It’s generally not great 
when you’re an $11 million offensive weapon who’s more likely to shoot 
the puck into the stands than the net. He did have four assists, which tied 
for second on the team, but his playoff struggles have become a 
dominant story on a Leafs team with lots of them. 

Fun fact: Marner is the only player to repeat from last year’s team. Wait, 
that wasn’t fun at all. 

Auston Matthews, Maple Leafs 

Matthews isn’t taking quite as much heat in Toronto as Marner, because 
Leafs fans have always preferred to focus on one villain at a time. Still, 
when you run away with the league goal-scoring title, fans are going to 
expect more than one goal in a seven-game playoff round. Like Marner, 
Matthews seemed to fade as the series went on, and while some of that 
is a credit to Montreal, at some point the big stars are expected to 
produce. 

Second line 

Sidney Crosby, Penguins 

Much like McDavid, Crosby isn’t to blame for a disappointing first-round 
exit. But he had just two points in six games, and didn’t score a goal after 
the opener. Also, can we just point out that Crosby has just six points in 
14 games over the entirety of Pittsburgh’s last three postseasons? 
Maybe it’s time to ask some tough questions about whether (gets tackled 
and dragged away by the narrative police before he can finish this dumb 
thought). 

Jake Guentzel, Penguins 

We’ll give Crosby his usual winger, since they’re so unstoppable 
together. Like Crosby, Guentzel finished the first round with just one goal 
and one assist, and he didn’t have so much as a primary point at even 
strength. You guys, I think the Islanders might be OK at shutting down 
the other team’s top line. 

Taylor Hall, Bruins 

Wait, what? This one surprised me, because I’d been under the 
impression that the Hall acquisition had worked out great in Boston. He’d 
had a few highlight-reel plays, had finally won an actual playoff round for 
the first time in his career, and the redemption narratives were in full 
swing. Then I checked the numbers, and realized he had five points in 11 
games, including just two in the six-game Islanders series (and none in 
the three straight losses that ended the Bruins’ season). Is that 
disappointing? Maybe only based on the standards I made up in my own 
head, but he’s on the team. 

Third line 

Nazem Kadri, Avalanche 

“Stop me if you’ve heard this one before, but Kadri’s heat-of-the-moment 
playoff brain cramp led to a long suspension.” That’s what I wrote when 
putting Kadri on the 2019 all-disappointment team. It happened again this 
year, and his eight-game suspension left the Avalanche shorthanded in a 
disappointing second-round collapse against the Golden Knights. It’s 
hard to keep making this roster when you’re rarely even playing, but here 
we are. 

Mark Scheifele, Jets 

Another suspension story, this time one that ended what was shaping up 
as a strong postseason. He had five points through almost five full games 
when he decided to teach us all what charging looked like against Jake 
Evans in Game 1. The Jets scored just three goals in three games 
without him. You can’t blame one guy for a series his team loses in four 
straight, especially when he’s not even around for three of them. But the 
Scheifele hit really did feel like the series turning point. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois, Jets 

Hey, at least he didn’t get suspended, which makes him unique on this 
line. But remember when he was traded for Patrik Laine early in the 
season and we all rejoiced that hockey trades weren’t dead, and both 
players could be stars in their new homes? Yeah, about that. Laine’s 
troubles in Columbus have been well documented, but Dubois didn’t do 
much in Winnipeg, especially in a postseason that saw him manage just 
three assists in total while being on the ice for just two five-on-five goals 
for. 

Fourth line 

Kevin Fiala, Wild 

He had his share of chances, and his two points in the third period of 
Game 6 were the key to forcing a deciding game. Unfortunately, those 
were his only points of the postseason, and he was held off the board the 
rest of the way despite some decent chances. 

Charlie Coyle, Bruins 

He was banged up, but Coyle had a rough postseason, with just one goal 
and three points in 11 games. That’s not great, but it’s not all that far off 
his regular-season pace and isn’t why he makes the list. Instead, he 
cracks the roster thanks to being on the ice for 12 goals against at five-
on-five. It was a bit of a PDO nightmare for a usually reliable player. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Hurricanes 

I’ve got one spot left and still need a Hurricanes player, so I’ll put 
Svechnikov on the fourth line as an acknowledgement that he barely 
makes the cut. He only had two goals — one into an empty net, and one 
late in the third to cut a deficit in a game his team still lost. He did end up 
with eight points in 11 games to make him our all-disappointment team’s 
leading scorer, so he’s got that going for him. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Islanders give ‘The Coli’ one to remember with comeback 
OT thriller 

 

Iain MacIntyre June 24, 2021, 1:09 AM 

 

Only at Nassau Coliseum could the home team’s biggest goal since the 
New York Islanders last played for the Stanley Cup in 1984 be greeted 
with a golden shower. At least it was beer. 

In any other National Hockey League arena, bombing your own players 
with beer cans is a dangerous sign of anger and unhappiness. At “The 
Coli,” it was a sign Wednesday of pure, unbridled euphoria. 

Anthony Beauvillier, who hadn’t scored in 10 playoff games, intercepted 
Blake Coleman’s pass across his own slot and wristed a puck past 
Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy at 1:08 of overtime to 
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give the Islanders a 3-2 win and extend the Stanley Cup semi-final series 
to Game 7 and, perhaps, extend the lifespan of the quirkiest, most 
antiquated, beer-soaked arena in the NHL. 

Told a few days ago by coach Barry Trotz to fight for his inches, 
Beauvillier took a mile by completing the Islanders’ comeback from a 2-0 
deficit in Game 6 against the Stanley Cup champions. 

And then it was Miller time. 

“It feels amazing, to be honest,” Beauvillier, the fifth-year Islander, told 
reporters. “That building coming into overtime was smelling like 
cigarettes and now it smells like beers. I mean, that place was going 
crazy. Everyone’s happy we’re going back to Tampa.” 

“That was amazing,” Islanders centre Mat Barzal said after setting up the 
first two New York goals. “We got that first one and (the fans) just got 
riled up. And obviously in overtime, I’ve never seen anything like that. A 
little dangerous. You don’t see that too often, so we embrace it and that’s 
the Islander faithful. They’re passionate and they get excited. It was good 
stuff.” 

Barzal was the best player on either team. Beauvillier was the hero. But 
the real star was the 49-year-old arena and the 12,978 fans who crowded 
in for happy hour and what may have been the final NHL game in the old 
barn before the Islanders move next season slightly closer to civilization 
at Belmont Park. 

For 34 minutes Wednesday, it looked like it would be a funeral – or at 
least a raucous Irish wake where family members end up fighting each 
other before collapsing into tears and hugs and more pints of Guinness. 

Remaining Time -1:48 

Beauvillier talks scoring overtime winner and forcing Game 7 

But after another hyper-speed rush by Barzal backed up Lightning 
defenders, Jordan Eberle snatched a goal back for the Islanders at 14:22 
of the second period to make it 2-1. Nearly a full period later, Barzal saw 
defenceman Scott Mayfield skate off the New York bench like a young 
Denis Potvin, then dished the puck to his teammate who stunned 
Vasilevskiy with a bar-down, short-side shot from a sharp angle to tie the 
game at 11:16 of the third. 

Beauvillier couldn’t recall much about the first overtime goal of his career, 
but the 24-year-old anticipated Coleman’s little dump pass as the 
Lightning were trying to break out of its zone, and gave Vasilevskiy no 
time to really set himself before scoring from the slot. 

“Saw it go in and… just kind of blacked out,” Beauvillier said. “I was just 
so happy, I was screaming and everyone kind of jumped on me. I 
couldn’t be more happy. 

“As a kid, you kind of try to imagine yourself going to Game 7 and having 
a good game and having good moments with your teammates. I think 
we’ve earned the right to go back and play Game 7.” 

The Islanders, who lost Game 6 in overtime to the Lightning at this stage 
of the playoffs last year, have dragged Tampa into Game 7 on Friday 
after, incredibly, surrendering 12 straight goals over parts of three 
games. That included an 8-0 humiliation by the Lightning in Game 5 on 
Monday. 

Remaining Time -5:32 

Why Islanders could edge Lightning in Game 7 with Kucherov out 

“You know, you have a vision of how this series will go,” Trotz, the New 
York coach who has been-there-done-that, said late Wednesday. “It 
never plays out the way you think it will. It just doesn’t. It’s the weirdest 
thing, but that’s the magic of playoff hockey and the magic of being in the 
moment. The moment is right in front of you all the time. You’ve just got 
to recognize those moments. This will be one that, you know, you’ll 
remember as a player, as a coach, as a fan.” 

Trotz recognized the moment after Beauvillier scored as special — at 
least when he wasn’t covering his head to guard against the next 
incoming barrage of beer. 

“I’ve had a few moments; I’ve been at this a long time,” Trotz said. “It will 
be up there as one of the best because of the situation. No. 1, the group 

that is playing right now — I love this group, the character of this group 
— and I would say this building, what it’s meant to a number of players, 
but probably more than anything, our fans. These are great moments: 
going off the ice and everybody’s hugging each other, there’s beer cans 
flying all over. It’s quite a sight. 

“It was a moment that you’ll remember. These are big moments and 
great memories to have. But we’ve got to get another one.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With plenty reason for frustration, Lightning remain calm 
ahead of next test 

 

Chris Johnston June 24, 2021, 1:34 AM 

 

For all we know, they were breaking chairs and airing frustrations at a 
safe distance from the Zoom camera. 

And if not? 

Well, these Tampa Bay Lightning possess more cool and composure 
than the vast majority of us would show under similar duress. They had 
every reason to walk out of Nassau Coliseum on Wednesday night 
screaming mad — at referee Chris Lee, who watched playoff scoring 
leader Nikita Kucherov injured with a hard cross-check and decided not 
to call a penalty; and also at themselves for squandering a 2-0 lead with 
a spot in the Stanley Cup Final on the line. 

The only faint whiff of frustration came from captain Steven Stamkos, 
referencing the Scott Mayfield cross-check that ended Kucherov’s night 
after one shift and 46 seconds: “It’s probably a guy looking for a little 
cheapshot there.” 

But even amid a playoffs where the standard of officiating has slipped to 
uncomfortably low levels, Stamkos found empathy for Lee and partner 
Gord Dwyer. 

“Yeah I think they said that they didn’t think it was malicious or anything. 
So it is what it is,” said Stamkos. “I mean they don’t have the chance to 
look at it on replay like we do. We’re not going to complain about the 
officiating — nothing we can do about it now. 

“We’ll focus on next game.” 

Remaining Time -1:00 

Kucherov gets crosschecked, then misses check on Barzal to leave with 
injury 

The next game is the kind that will help define how history remembers 
this Lightning group: A Game 7 with a chance to win a seventh straight 
playoff series. And more importantly the opportunity to continue chasing 
a back-to-back Stanley Cup victory against either Montreal or Vegas. 

You have to believe it will be played without Kucherov, the most 
dangerous offensive weapon in these playoffs with an astounding 27 
points already. 

There was no update on his condition, but it’s hard to imagine a player 
missing 58-plus minutes of a game with this magnitude and somehow 
being OK to rejoin the lineup 48 hours later. 

Were they so inclined, the Lightning could even have found a bitter taste 
from the fact it was Mayfield who tied the score with 8:44 left in regulation 
after ending Kucherov’s night. He got the superstar forward with a cross-
check that appeared to impact his right ribcage and lower back. 

But, again, there was no apparent frustration with that cruel twist or 
Stamkos’s assertion that the referees chose not to penalize Mayfield 
because they didn’t think his infraction was malicious enough to warrant 
a minor. 
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“I don’t know if that was said,” said Lightning head coach Jon Cooper, a 
former lawyer. “It would be weird, though, because to say it wasn’t 
malicious then I guess you’re determining … because I don’t think that’s 
in the rule book. That a cross-check has to be malicious, I don’t think that 
word’s in that, but I can’t confirm that was said. 

“I just know it happened really close to one of the officials but he didn’t 
see it. 

“Move on.” 

They actually did that initially in Game 6, building a 2-0 lead on goals 
from Brayden Point and Anthony Cirelli. Point’s backhander at the end of 
a determined shift stretched his streak to an incredible nine straight 
games with a goal — one back of Reggie Leach’s all-time record. 

But the Islanders didn’t go quietly, clawing their way back with Jordan 
Eberle’s knifing backhander and Mayfield’s bar-down beauty and finally 
Anthony Beauvillier’s thrilling winner off a Blake Coleman turnover at 
1:04 of overtime. 

“I think just maybe they had it seemed like more speed in the third 
[period] than we did,” said Point. “A little quicker to pucks. They 
capitalized on their chances.” 

“It was an entertaining game and we’ve got to go get the job done at 
home,” said Stamkos. 

Remaining Time -0:48 

Gotta See It: Brayden Point scores in his 9th straight playoff game 

This will be their first Game 7 since 2018 against Washington, when they 
missed out on a chance to advance to the Stanley Cup Final. They 
suffered a similar defeat against Pittsburgh in 2016, too. 

But they’ve also since gotten over the hump — winning a championship 
inside the Edmonton bubble in September and showing an unmatched 
pedigree in the process. Maybe that’s why they seemed so calm in the 
wake of a stinging defeat to the Islanders which left them with bumps, 
bruises and something worse. 

“I think with two quality teams like this you kind of expect something like 
this, you expect a series like this,” said Cooper. “And you sit here right 
now, minutes after you lose a game in overtime, it stings. But in the end a 
lot of good things come from tonight. 

“Hey, we’re one win away from going to the Stanley Cup Final so if you 
were going to tell me that I would be like, ‘Damn, I’ll take that.’ 

“So, here we are.” 

Keeping calm and carrying on, despite all the reasons they might not. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What Montreal has taught us about the North Division, 
playoff success 

Canadiens doing great job of frustrating Golden Knights' forwards 

The Hockey Central panel breaks down how the Canadiens are being led 
by their young stars, uncharacteristic defensive mistakes by the Vegas 
Golden Knights, and what Montreal has to do to close the series out. 

 

Justin Bourne June 23, 2021, 12:55 PM 

 

I want answers. 

When it comes to sports, which inevitably reflect life, I’m fascinated by 
which concepts are most effective when put to the real-world test, 
beyond the computers and bar stools where theories are presented as 
conclusions. Will a defence-first veteran team beat a young offence-first 

team when the pressure is on? What themes run through the previous 
Cup-winning rosters? 

The Stanley Cup Playoffs are a more complicated version of early UFC 
events — before all the styles blended into mixed martial arts — where 
they’d pit a kickboxer versus a sumo wrestler, or a taekwondo expert 
against a shootfighter (remember Ken Shamrock?). It was only after we 
saw the real-world results that certain things revealed themselves as 
unimpeachable truths in practice, not just in theory. (For example, maybe 
being a huge immobile sumo wrestler wasn’t the ideal fighting build?) 

So the Montreal Canadiens are one win away from making the Stanley 
Cup Final, and the debates are in full effect. If they complete a series win 
over the Vegas Golden Knights and make it through to the final here, 
what will we have learned? What’s a conclusion and what’s a blip? 

Below are three varied conclusions (or near conclusions) of mine, musing 
on what to take away from this Habs post-season run so far. 

Maybe the North Division wasn’t so bad (but let’s pump the brakes on 
calling it good) 

There was a great piece written on Pension Plan Puppets today about 
the Toronto Maple Leafs by @atfulemin, which explained why the Leafs 
are, quite obviously, the bad guy in the movie. The crux of the idea was 
that they always get more than they earn, which immediately establishes 
them as the villain, and is 100 per cent fair. (Heck, I’m talking about them 
here in a Habs article.) 

With that status, though, most outside the Greater Toronto Area were 
eager to discredit their regular season success as a product of an 
exceedingly soft division. Seeing the fourth-best regular season team in 
that division mute the Vegas Golden Knights entirely, it’s possible that 
“the North is garbage” narrative was a bit overdone. I think it’s more likely 
that the North was packed with middling teams, none of which were 
overly good or bad. The ceiling was low, but the floor was fairly high, and 
not many points were handed out for free. It wasn’t a grouping of teams 
from the league’s bottom-third, but more likely the mid-tier. 

I realize we’ve only seen five inter-division games from this Montreal-
Vegas series, so I don’t want to draw too many conclusions on it alone, 
but I’m growing more curious about that West Division than I am 
becoming willing to big-up the North. It’s possible that group really just 
allowed the better teams (namely Colorado and Vegas) to feast on an 
unthreatening diet of Anaheim, Los Angeles, San Jose and Arizona. 

Instead of any real conclusion about the North, I find myself wondering 
about a team like Minnesota. It sure looked like they took a big step this 
year. But maybe Vegas isn’t that great, and the division was soft, and so 
their step forward was more like a shuffle than a leap? 

Anyway, the point is the North was fine. 

Mid-tier teams can go on runs in hockey (provided they’re built a certain 
way) 

I know there’s some truth to the expression “If ifs and buts were candies 
and nuts every day would be Christmas,” but allow me one. 

If the Habs got a bad bounce or two in Game 5 or 6 of Round 1, their 
team and model is likely written off as unsuccessful. I only mention that 
because I think there are a number of teams in NHL history who suffered 
that unfortunately fate and likely could’ve gone on to great things, even a 
Stanley Cup. Hockey can be a cruel game and no team construction is 
foolproof. 

Yet there seems to be a type of team from the league’s mid-tier — as I 
still believe the Habs to be — that can go on a deep run (and it doesn’t 
seem to be the young “skilly” teams.) It’s possible that even without elite 
talent you can better set yourself up for the possibility of an upset. 

You need goaltending, first and foremost. The Dallas Stars got it last year 
from Anton Khudobin. You need responsible players, which usually 
means veterans. You need a physical element, and you need some 
defencemen who defend. Montreal checks all those boxes, and other 
teams without superstars should aim to do the same. When you don’t 
have many game breakers the goal is to keep things close, which is 
where hockey offers some coin toss moments and hope you to win a 
bunch in a row. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 24, 2021 

 

The Habs are just patient, and reliable, and seem to be enjoying the 
benefit of a lack of pressure. You know how coaches always jockey for 
“underdog” status pre-series? The Habs are a great example why. For 
their opponents, not having early success as they expected has made 
them press and open up holes, and allowed the Habs to be opportunistic. 

It’s not like they’ve been holding court in the offensive zone. But Montreal 
has been great in transition, using short passes on their breakouts to 
create speed and get looks the other way when the door is left open. 

Montreal has a few other elements that are well-suited for playoffs (which 
I underestimated) 

When a team I keep picking against keeps winning, I recognize it’s 
healthy to try to figure out what I’ve missed. Here are two things I got 
wrong about Montreal: 

Both Joel Edmundson and Ben Chiarot are better defenders than I 
thought. I’m counting that as one thing. These are not new players in the 
league, and I’ve seen them both play plenty over their careers, it’s just 
that neither naturally attracts your eyeballs when you’re watching a 
hockey game. But they’ve been reliable and smart, and eminently 
useable in big minutes without any major breakdowns. That’s no easy 
feat. 

The other is that what Phillip Danault is doing is pretty remarkable, and I 
didn’t think it was possible to shut down great players in today’s NHL a la 
Esa Tikkanen. Mark Stone is the type of guy built for these sorts of 
competitive environments, and he’s totally disappeared. His frustration 
boiled over after the Cole Caufield goal in Game 5, but it showed most in 
the in-game decisions he made (pushing for a chance down a guy 
against traffic) leading up to that goal. The Jets’ top guys disappeared, 
and the Leafs’ top guys disappeared, and he’s the common denominator. 
At some point a team may have to turn their attention to Danault and 
making his life difficult out there, as he just continues to fly under the 
radar. 

As a smaller note, I’ve been impressed with Artturi Lehkonen, too. Nice 
player. 

The Canadiens have a lot going for them at the right time. For a couple 
seasons now they’ve been a team that controls possession well, and 
paired with their stout defending and elite goaltending, they’re making life 
difficult on their opposition. 

I may not be sold that if you re-racked the Stanley Cup Playoffs and 
played it all out a hundred different times with the same teams that 
Montreal would be doing what they’ve done here so far with much 
consistency. But that doesn’t mean I can’t recognize they’re built in a way 
that allows them a chance every night, and that along with some good 
fortune they’ve executed exactly as they’ve needed to put them on the 
cusp of an appearance in the Stanley Cup Final. 

You can only control what’s in front of you, and they’ve controlled what’s 
in front of them like a puppet on strings. For that, they deserve every bit 
of credit they get. 

Mid-tier teams can go on good runs. Mid-tier teams with responsible 
veterans and great goaltending are more likely to go on good runs. The 
North Division still wasn’t very good, but it wasn’t a joke, and this Habs 
team isn’t one of the five or even 10 best in the NHL. But they’re better 
than I thought. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Henrik, Daniel Sedin on new advisor roles: ‘We’re 100 per 
cent committed’ 

Canucks needed to find positions for Sedins to be impactful and to learn 

Dan Murphy and Iain MacIntyre discuss why the Canucks hiring of the 
Sedin twins was more than just a PR ploy, and why it was so important to 
find roles for them to not only be impactful, but also learn the business 
side of things. 

 

Iain MacIntyre June 23, 2021, 6:54 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – There is a heap that Henrik and Daniel Sedin don’t know 
about National Hockey League management. What they don’t yet know 
exponentially outweighs what they do. 

But the wonder twins know about winning, which hasn’t happened 
enough for the Vancouver Canucks since before the Sedins retired in 
2018. They know that winning is predicated on culture, and in this regard 
the brothers are oracles. 

On Wednesday, the first day of the Sedins’ new jobs as special advisors 
to general manager Jim Benning, it was clear that the Canucks’ culture 
just got a significant upgrade even if Daniel and Henrik are “rookies” to 
hockey operations. 

“We’ve had some really good teams in this organization,” Henrik said at 
an introductory virtual press conference. “We know what those teams 
had. Culture, what you bring to the practice every day, what you bring to 
games every day, how you come into training camp, those things all 
come into play to be a successful team. We’ve seen that firsthand with a 
lot of our teams. I think it will be fun to be a part of this group, this team, 
and see that they have the same things. 

“I think No. 1 to create a winning organization, you create the right 
culture. And that’s something that we truly believed in when we played 
and we had on good teams.” 

With the Sedins as the team’s best players and culture-setters, the 
Canucks built the franchise’s most successful period from 2008 until 
2013, when Vancouver won more NHL games than everyone except the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

But it took 10 years from Henrik’s arrival from Sweden for him to develop 
into an NHL scoring champion and Hart Trophy winner. Daniel Sedin 
needed 11 years. Excellence takes time. 

The 40-year-olds probably don’t have the luxury of a decade to make a 
managerial impact with the Canucks – not under the current regime, 
anyway. 

But their influence should be felt in an organization that is coming off its 
most disappointing season this century and has missed the Stanley Cup 
playoffs in five of general manager Jim Benning’s seven years in charge. 

Benning, however, has to make himself open to that influence. 

The extra voices the Canucks have added – and needed – in senior 
management are no good if the experienced hockey men are unwilling to 
listen. 

“I’m going to be real open-minded,” Benning insisted Wednesday. “You 
know, they’re not that far removed from the league. They still know a lot 
of the players in the league. They know what winning teams look like. So 
I’m going to be listening to them, and they’re going to be a big part of our 
decision-making process moving forward. 

“They’re going to be involved in all the different aspects of what we do. 
And that’s from team-building, talking about the types of players we want, 
what we want the team to look like. They’ll be part of our pro scouting 
meetings heading into the expansion draft here, be part of our free-agent 
meetings when we talk about free agents or adding players to our group. 
They’re going to have a big voice in what we do here.” 

Remaining Time -0:59 

What impact does Benning see Sedin twins having on Canucks? 

Benning and the Sedins spoke for months about what their roles might 
look like after the greatest players in Canucks history decided this past 
winter they were ready to re-devote themselves to the organization after 
taking three years away for themselves and their families in Vancouver. 

They certainly don’t need any more money or fame. And by taking these 
jobs, the twins risk denting their crowns the way Trevor Linden, a former 
teammate and mentor to the Sedins, did when he was Canucks president 
for four years before being forced out three summers ago over an 
ideological clash with ownership. 
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“We care about this team, care about the people that work here,” Daniel 
explained. “And that’s the No. 1 reason, the only reason, we came in. We 
want to do a good job, and that’s been our mindset from the first day we 
came here 20-something years ago. We’ll do the same in this role. We’re 
looking forward to seeing this side of the business. It’s going to take a lot 
of learning, and we’re aware of that but we’re 100 per cent committed. 

“The core group here is fantastic — so much skill, fun to watch. I think 
with any young core group, they need to take steps every year like we 
needed to when we were young. That’s kind of the only way your team 
will get better is if they take those steps. Never be satisfied. I think that 
was the main thing for us when we played. We always wanted to take 
steps every year. If they can do that, I think this will be an exciting group 
to be a part of.” 

Remaining Time -2:10 

Henrik & Daniel Sedin see culture as biggest factor to address 

Henrik said there is no “game plan” for an ascent through management. 
The Sedins are here to learn and offer advice and perspective. But it’s 
not ceremonial. As when they played, they’re all-in. 

“We’re going to find a role where we can do the best job we can and we’ll 
see where it takes us,” Henrik said. “We said after we were done playing 
that this is a side of the game where I think we can help, and we’ve taken 
our time. We care a lot about this team, so to be able to come back and 
help is a great feeling. We’re not looking for fame again; let’s be clear 
with that. We’re hoping to come in and do a good job and try to stay in 
the background as much as possible.” 

Henrik said he and his brother can use their experiences to help players, 
both on the Canucks and their new farm team in Abbotsford. But it’s the 
hockey-operations aspect of their job that is most exciting to them, he 
said. 

“We wouldn’t come back if we weren’t able to put 100 per cent into this 
job,” Daniel reiterated. “So that’s been kind of our mindset these last 
(three) years that we’ve been retired. We want to come back and be able 
to put time into this job. We don’t take it lightly, that’s for sure.” 

No one should. 
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TSN.CA / Luke Hughes ready to follow in footsteps of his brothers at 
NHL draft 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Luke Hughes is set to follow in the footsteps of his brothers – Jack and 
Quinn – and be picked in the first round of the National Hockey League 
draft. And with the Vancouver Canucks and New Jersey Devils owning 
top-10 picks, there's a chance the defenceman may join the same 
organization as one of his siblings. 

"It would be unbelievable," said the USA Hockey National Team 
Development Program product. "I'd be really happy to play with my 
brothers, but I'd also be really happy to go to whatever team wants me 
the most." 

The youngest Hughes brother finished No. 4 in NHL Central Scouting's 
final ranking of North American skaters and the Devils happen to be 
picking at No. 4. New Jersey took Jack Hughes first overall in 2019.  

"I played with Jack once in high school hockey and middle school 
hockey," Hughes recalled. "We were on the same line at that time and 
we had a lot of chemistry, so I think it'd be really fun." 

TSN director of scouting Craig Button has Los Angeles taking Hughes at 
No. 8 in his latest mock draft. The Canucks, who picked Quinn Hughes 
seventh overall in 2018, will be picking one spot later at No. 9. So, 
perhaps we will see an all-Hughes pairing in Vancouver one day.  

"We'd probably be really offensive and be in the offensive zone a lot, but 
also I think we could be a shutdown pairing too," the 17-year-old Luke 
said. "It'd be really cool, but it's theoretical and there's 32 great spots." 

Hughes, who will be heading to the University of Michigan this fall, spoke 
to TSN about how his game has grown and also shared details about the 
"freak accident" that ended his season prematurely. The following is an 
edited transcript of the interview.  

What happened on the play when you got hurt back on March 7? 

"We were playing in Chicago and I came across the ice to try and hit 
someone and his skate kind of came right across my boot. It's kind of a 
freak accident. I got stitches in the third period and then came back for 
overtime." 

When did you realize it was more serious and required surgery to repair 
a tendon? 

"We were quarantined for a few days [due to COVID-19 protocols] and it 
was like day five or six when I realized I couldn't lift my toe and I was like, 
'We should probably get this checked out.' So, I got an ultrasound and 
realized it was cut and needed surgery. It was a tough couple days, but I 
had a lot of support from my family and friends. It was something I had to 
do." 

It's a big season for you and you were playing well. How did you process 
the emotions associated with the injury?  

"You just got to realize it's part of the game and guys get hurt all the time. 
It sucks because you grind for two years with your teammates at the U.S. 
National Team and you grind to try and win a gold medal at [under-18] 
Worlds so it was certainly tough to be out of that tournament, but like I 
said, it's part of the game and I had a lot of support from my coaches and 
my teammates."  

Where are you at when it comes to the recovery?  

"I'm completely back and skating. I've been skating for four weeks, 
training really hard, and I'm ready to go. I should be fully 100 per cent by 
World Junior [summer] camp. I'm really excited and I've been skating 
really hard."   

Where do you feel like your game grew the most this year? 

"I grew my game throughout the year with my confidence level and my 
mind ... one area I really grew was my offensive blueline instincts and 
trying to be more creative and create more offence."  

You generated significant offence, posting 34 points in 38 games. How 
did you become a more creative player? 

"Watching hockey a lot is one way. [You] grow your mind by watching 
what works and what doesn't work in the next levels and especially the 
National Hockey League. I can play both sides, left and the right, so I 
think I grew a lot with that this year. It's a really good skill for me because 
there's different aspects and benefits to both sides, so I think that helped 
me grow my mind and creativeness." 

How did that come about? 

"Coach Dan [Muse] put me in some great situations. We talked about it at 
the start of the year. He asked if I could play the right side and I said, 
'Yeah, I'd love to, love to learn and try it,' and I think it kind of clicked at 
the start of the year. It's a great skill. I grew through it this year. He does 
a great job mentoring me and teaching. It was his idea and I really loved 
playing it." 

Vegas' Shea Theodore is a lefty playing on the right in the NHL, have you 
studied his game? 

"I watch him a lot. He's someone I play like a little bit. Him and Miro 
Heiskanen. One thing that stands out is his deceptiveness on the blueline 
and how deceptive he is on that right side. Watching Quinn's team 
playing against him last year in the playoffs is the first time I really 
watched him closely and saw how creative he is and how deceptive he is 
at that point. He's a really good player and someone I really like to 
watch." 

What are you focused on this off-season?  
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"I want to improve on all aspects of my game and try to get better and try 
to dominate next year. I want to get bigger, stronger, faster. I just want to 
improve on everything and not just one simple thing ... I'm excited to play 
at Michigan next year with some great players." 

You're listed at 6-foot-2, 182 pounds, where are you at with your strength 
and physical maturity? 

"I got a lot of room to grow. I've gained a lot of weight these past two 
years. I can gain a lot more. I'm one of the youngest players in the draft 
[born Sept. 9, 2003] and it's something you can use as an advantage." 

What are you going to study at Michigan?  

"Sports management."  

What interests you about that field?  

"When I'm done playing hockey I'd love to be working in hockey. Being 
an assistant general manager or general manager or something like that 
would be super cool, so getting a sports management degree would 
help." 

What is your favourite memory growing up as the younger brother in the 
Hughes household?  

"That's a really good question. You have so many memories of being on 
the outdoor rink and playing on basically any street corner in Toronto or 
coming home from a game and playing mini sticks all night in the 
basement. So, those memories always stick out to me. I loved my time 
growing up in Toronto [when dad Jim Hughes worked for the Maple 
Leafs] and it really developed me and my brothers and grew our passion. 
So, those memories kind of stand out." 
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TSN.CA / Alleged assaults of Blackhawks players ‘an open secret’: 
source 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault. 

The alleged sexual assault of two former Chicago Blackhawks players 
was “an open secret” among staff both within and outside the team’s 
hockey department, a former team marketing official said in an interview 
with TSN. 

The official said he was told by Blackhawks assistant trainer Jeff Thomas 
during the summer of 2010 that then-team video coach Brad Aldrich had 
allegedly sexually assaulted two players. The official asked for anonymity 
because he still works in the pro hockey industry and fears repercussions 
from the National Hockey League. 

“Brad would routinely befriend young interns and invite them to his 
apartment in Chicago to watch March Madness basketball and other 
sports,” the marketing official said. “I was told to steer clear of him 
because he had tried something at his apartment on a few players. This 
was not something that only a few people knew about. The entire training 
staff, a lot of people knew...This was an open secret.” 

The allegations against the Blackhawks went public in May after a former 
player filed a lawsuit in Chicago against the franchise. That unnamed 
player, identified as “John Doe (1)” in court documents, alleges that he 
reported the abuse to the team and that it was covered up. The player 
also alleges that Aldrich threatened him via text messages and other 
communications against making a complaint. 

A second lawsuit filed in May by a former Michigan high school hockey 
player, identified in court documents as “John Doe (2)” alleges the 
Blackhawks covered up the abuse of two players and gave Aldrich a 
letter of reference when he left the team in the summer of 2010. That 

letter gave him the opportunity to go on and find other victims, the lawsuit 
alleges. 

Aldrich was convicted of abusing a then-17-year-old hockey player in 
Houghton, Mich., in 2013. A year earlier, Aldrich resigned from his 
position as director of hockey operations at Miami University on Nov. 27, 
2012, “under suspicion of unwanted touching of a male adult,” the 
university’s attorney told police, according to police records obtained by 
TSN. 

Miami University has hired the law firm Barnes & Thornburg LLP to 
conduct an independent investigation into Aldrich’s tenure there, Chicago 
radio station WBEZ reported on Tuesday. 

Houghton police records indicate an officer contacted the Blackhawks in 
2013 to inquire about his time with the NHL team, but the team's director 
of human resources, Marie Sutera, would only confirm Aldrich had been 
an employee. Sutera requested a search warrant or subpoena to give out 
any information regarding Aldrich's departure from the team, police 
records say. 

TSN reported last week that two former Blackhawks reported to then-
skills coach Paul Vincent in May 2010 during the Western Conference 
finals that they had been abused by Aldrich. 

    More on This Story from Rick Westhead 

    Blackhawks refused to report alleged sex abuse of players to police: 
source 

    Lawsuit alleges Blackhawks gave sexual abuser positive reference 
letter 

    Former Blackhawks player alleges he was sexually assaulted by 
coach 

Vincent says he asked the team’s management to report the allegations 
to Chicago police but that his plea was rejected. Vincent said he is willing 
to testify on behalf of the plaintiffs in the lawsuits against the Blackhawks. 

“I feel a weight has been lifted off of me,” Vincent said in an interview on 
Monday with TSN. “I will stand up in court and say what happened. I 
know what the team did to cover this up and coming forward was the 
right thing to do." 

Vincent alleges that after the players approached him on May 16, 2010, 
in San Jose, he asked Blackhawks sports psychologist James Gary to 
follow up with the players and management. 

The following day, Vincent says he was called into a meeting with team 
president John McDonough, general manager Stan Bowman, vice-
president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac, and Gary. Vincent said that 
he asked the team to report the alleged abuse to Chicago police. That 
request was refused, Vincent said. 

Following the meeting, Vincent said he told assistant coaches John 
Torchetti and Mike Haviland about his request to go to police and about 
the team's response. Neither Torchetti nor Haviland could be reached for 
comment. Neither coach is still with the franchise. 

Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin, who was 
Blackhawks director of player personnel during the 2009-10 season, was 
not aware at the time that players had made complaints against Aldrich 
and was not involved in a meeting to discuss them, Canadiens vice-
president of public affairs and communications Paul Wilson wrote in an 
email to TSN. 

It's not known whether then-Blackhawks assistant general manager 
Kevin Cheveldayoff or then-coach Joel Quenneville knew about the 
meeting. 

Cheveldayoff is now the Winnipeg Jets general manager. A Jets 
spokesman declined to comment and referred questions to the 
Blackhawks. Quenneville is now the head coach of the Florida Panthers. 
A Panthers spokeswoman did not respond to a request for comment. 

The NHL also has not responded to multiple requests for comment. 

News of the purported May 2010 meeting has ricocheted through the 
hockey world and attracted the attention of groups who advocate on 
behalf of sexual abuse survivors. 
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Former NHL player and sexual abuse survivor Sheldon Kennedy said the 
NHL’s refusal to comment publicly on the case and commit to an 
independent investigation of the Blackhawks management was 
“cowardly.” 

“It’s cowardly to not address this publicly and hide in your office,” 
Kennedy in an interview. “This is about being a leader. The NHL should 
stand up and address this. Do everything they can to find out the truth 
and right the wrongs. …There must be accountability for people who 
know and do nothing. Where is the accountability from the Blackhawks 
for what happened to that high school boy in Michigan?” 

During the 1990s, Kennedy, then an NHL player with the Boston Bruins, 
shared publicly that he had been abused by his former junior coach, 
Graham James, who was among the most successful junior coaches in 
Western Canada. Kennedy said at the time that other coaches and 
officials must have understood what James was doing and did nothing to 
stop him. 

Kennedy’s courage led to other public disclosures of sexual abuse cases 
in junior hockey and prompted a public reckoning about the sport. 

Kennedy said he empathizes with both players who came forward to 
Vincent. 

“I can imagine how difficult it was for them,” he said. “The fear and stress 
and anxiety that they were sitting with for who knows how long. The 
worry. What if we come forward and nothing happens? Well, they do 
come forward. They have the courage and strength to tell their stories 
and then their worst nightmare happens. The door gets slammed in their 
face. Their abuse is dismissed.” 

Peter Donnelly, a professor of sport policy and politics at the University of 
Toronto, said the NHL should contact the U.S. Center for Safe Sport, an 
independent, government-funded agency that investigates abuse claims. 
If the NHL hired a firm recommended by the Center to conduct a probe, 
that would eliminate even the appearance of a conflict of interest, 
Donnelly said. 

“The NHL needs to commission an independent arms-length 
investigation and commit to making the results of that investigation 
public,” Donnelly said in an interview. 

Before working for the Blackhawks, Aldrich was a video coach for the 
University of Notre Dame. After he left the NHL, he worked with Miami 
University.  

Based on the NHL allegations and his sex abuse conviction, both of 
those universities should conduct investigations, Donnelly said. 

“It’s not that hard for schools to contact the players who Aldrich had 
contact with,” Donnelly said. “The alumni office and athletic departments 
all keep great records. They should be explaining what’s happened with 
[Aldrich] and asking if there’s any players who were assaulted by him 
who needs counselling now and to tell their story. That’s the most ethical 
thing that they could do.” 

Notre Dame spokesman Dennis Brown wouldn’t say whether the school 
has a policy of reaching out to former students after past coaches or 
teachers are convicted of a sex crime. 

“When made aware of such incidents, we review files and speak to 
anyone who might have information, then investigate if warranted,” 
Brown wrote in an email. 

Miami University officials did not respond to multiple email requests for 
comment. 

After Aldrich left the Blackhawks, he joined the coaching staff of a high 
school team in Houghton, Mich. 

“I remember asking 'Why is he here after being with the Blackhawks?'” 
Houghton hockey coach Corey Markham said in an interview. “Brad’s 
uncle was an assistant coach on our team and said Brad was just tired of 
the NHL travel. I was like, ‘Cripes, we have a chance to have a Stanley 
Cup-winning coach who’s great doing video? Terrific.’ He was family, so 
we didn’t do any background checks or anything.” 

(Markham concedes a background check would not have necessarily 
raised any red flags with Aldrich because he didn’t have a criminal 
conviction for his alleged assaults in Chicago.) 

Aldrich spent a season with Houghton High School's team before leaving 
for a job with Miami University, where he was named director of hockey 
operations in July 2012. 

Aldrich left that position before Christmas 2012, former Miami head 
coach Enrico Blasi said in an interview.  

“I don’t know why he left, Blasi said. "You'd have to talk to the school's 
legal department." 

Aldrich rejoined the Houghton high school team in January 2013, 
Markham said. 

“No one felt uncomfortable around him,” he said. “I look back and 
everyone liked him a lot.” 

One morning in mid-2013, Markham was summoned to Houghton’s 
police station and told about Aldrich’s assault of a 17-year-old high 
school hockey player. Aldrich was later convicted in connection with the 
incident. 

“I felt sick,” Markham said. “My biggest advice to other coaches is to ask 
questions. The biggest thing for me was why he left the Blackhawks. Find 
out the reason why someone leaves a job like that before you take them 
on. Don’t be naïve and accept what you hear.” 
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USA TODAY / What will Ilya Samsonov’s next contract look like? 

 

BY J.J. REGAN & ANDREW GILLIS 

 

* With a flat salary cap, some expiring contracts and the Seattle 
expansion draft, this is going to be a busy offseason for the Capitals. To 
get you ready, Capitals writers Andrew Gillis and JJ Regan are breaking 
down the biggest offseason questions with their thoughts. 

Today's question: What will Ilya Samsonov’s next contract look like? 

Andrew: There’s been much scuttlebutt about how Ilya Samsonov has 
the ceiling of 26-year-old Andre Vasilevskiy. Well, if that’s the case, the 
Capitals are in for a mighty fun future.  

But after Vasilevskiy’s entry-level deal expired, he signed a three-year, 
$3.5 million deal with the Lightning. In the three years before his bridge 
deal, he posted save percentages of .918, .910 and .917. Obviously, 
Samsonov doesn’t have that pedigree and was a .902 goalie in 2020-21 
and is a career .908 goalie.  

I think it’s clear a bridge deal is coming, especially considering the 
Capitals need to wait for the salary cap to begin to rise once again. Right 
now, even if the bridge deal means you have to pay Samsonov out the 
wazoo down the line, it’s a move the Capitals have to make.  

I would expect his deal comes in around $2-2.5 million, but I think the 
Capitals get him for a multi-year deal under that and let him prove he’s 
the goalie they think, and hope, he can be.  

JJ: It took a while, but in the playoffs, Ilya Samsonov finally looked like 
the goalie the Caps expected him to be last season. But even if 
Samsonov took a step towards cementing himself as the team's No. 1 
goalie going forward, there are two sides to every contract negotiation. 
Regardless of what Samsonov's ceiling may be, he is a 24-year-old 
goalie with two years of NHL experience, a career .908 save percentage 
and a few cases of disciplinary lapses already. 

A bridge deal seems all but certain. From the Caps' perspective, they 
don't have the cap space to give out a big deal and pay extra for UFA 
years. Samsonov, meanwhile, has not done enough to warrant a multi-
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year extension or high cap number as of yet and a bridge deal will better 
set up him for a major contract in a few years, assuming he earns one. 

My guess would be two years at $2 million, perhaps a touch more on the 
cap hit to entice him to sign in order to avoid arbitration. With the tight 
cap situation, the last thing the Caps want is the uncertainty of arbitration. 
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