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What a perfect offseason could look like for the Carolina Hurricanes 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes have a busy offseason full of uncertainty 
ahead, and in the face of that, many of you have been 
reminding me of the “this is fine, everything’s fine” meme. 

You haven’t been wrong to be anxious, especially before 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour re-signed ending all the 
speculation and worrying over his future with the team. 
Tension still looms, with Dougie Hamilton hitting the market, 
the expansion draft coming, Andrei Svechnikov’s restricted 
free agency and much more. 

But what if things actually — gasp — go right? 

We’ve gone over all of the worst-case scenarios. Here’s what 
the best-case scenario looks like, to me: 

1. Rod Brind’Amour re-signs   

I can’t imagine everything on this best-case scenario list 
getting done, but you can exhale because the Hurricanes 
have already taken care of the biggest priority. Brind’Amour 
signed a three-year contract June 17 — the same day he 
won the Jack Adams. 

Need more reason to feel good about Brind’Amour’s return? 
His recent appearance on The Athletic’s Two Man 
Advantage podcast with Pierre LeBrun and Scott Burnside is 
worth a listen. 

Likelihood to happen: It already happened. Someone please 
alert that one Seattle fan who lives in these comment 
sections. 

2. Dougie Hamilton re-signs on a good contract 

LeBrun reported this week that Hamilton has talked to 
around 10 teams so far ahead of free agency July 28. The 
Hurricanes wanted to give him (and themselves) ample time 
to test the market and see what his true market value is 
before making any decisions. 

“In the end, I think this will have a rather traditional end: 
Balance Carolina’s best offer at the 11th hour with what may 
be available on the open market,” LeBrun wrote. “Hamilton 
has finally found a home in Carolina, but how much less 
would he be willing to settle for?” 

That’s the question of the hour. The Canes don’t want to 
handcuff themselves with an eight-year, $8 million-plus deal 
— especially with the flat cap for the foreseeable future — 
but where’s the line that would make Hamilton a must-sign? I 
dove into his worth and his place on the team here, and I’m a 
firm believer that when you see a Cup window, sometimes 
you just have to grit your teeth and overpay — just look at 
almost every perennial contender. 

Anything less than 7×7 makes Hamilton a must-sign in my 
eyes, and Burnside also had an interesting mailbag question 

about the situation. He said he believes Hamilton is worth 
about $6 million, give or take, but on the open market he is 
worth more. I’d say he’s worth around $7 million, and 
anything higher than that wouldn’t be a “good” contract. I still 
think the Canes should re-sign him for basically anything less 
(in both dollar amount and term) than 8×8, but $7 million or 
lower would contribute to a “perfect” offseason. 

Likelihood to happen: On a scale of 1 to 5 Stormy the Ice 
Hogs, we’ll give it 2.5 Stormys     

3. Alex Nedeljkovic signs a bridge deal 

After the end of Cam Ward’s career and the Scott Darling 
contract, the Canes clearly shifted their goalie philosophy. 
They signed Petr Mrazek to a one-year, prove-yourself deal 
— then when he proved himself, they signed him to a two-
year deal with a $3.125 average annual value. They will not 
be making the mistake of overpaying or over-terming a 
goalie in the immediate future, and with RFA Alex 
Nedeljkovic having taken the reins this season, they don’t 
have to. 

He’s proved he can be an NHL goalie, and now he’s eager to 
prove he can be one of the best NHL goalies. 

“There’s always that little bit of uncertainty when you don’t 
have a deal. It’s a little different as an RFA since there’s one 
team to focus on,” he said during exit interviews. “I’m excited. 
I’ve loved living in North Carolina. The time I had in Charlotte 
(in the AHL) was great. It was an awesome city. Being able 
to spend time in Raleigh this year was great, learning more 
about the city and area. Living here and meeting the people. 
These are some great fans.” 

Likelihood to happen: I’d be shocked if it doesn’t 

4. Andrei Svechnikov signs a bridge deal 

You get a bridge deal, and you get a bridge deal, and you 
get a bridge deal … 

If owner Tom Dundon has it his way, Svechnikov will be a 
Hurricane for life. And as Svechnikov said, he wants to be a 
Hurricane “forever.” 

That much we know. 

That’s why it’ll be so interesting to see his RFA negotiations 
this offseason unfold. It’s almost like a controlled variable in 
a study of star players against the flat cap. The sense is that 
Svechnikov, who turned down eight years at $7.5 million 
AAV before the season, wants a bridge deal to prove himself 
even more. If he signs something bridge-y in the three-year 
ballpark range, it benefits everybody. 

Svechnikov will be able to grow into a superstar everyone 
knows he can be, and at the end of three years, he’ll be able 
to make more money (assuming finances are going to 
improve the further we get from COVID-19) and the Canes 
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might be able to (within reason) identify and plug in some 
holes without completely breaking the bank. 

Likelihood to happen: 2 out of 3 NHL lacrosse goals (aka 
Svechnikov’s career stats). 

5. The Kraken draft a big contract 

OK, I know I said the Canes should protect Nino Niederreiter, 
but that’s because I don’t know exactly what’s up their — or 
the Kraken’s — sleeve. 

If we’re operating on absolute best-case scenarios, we’re 
operating under the assumption that the Kraken will take 
Jake Gardiner’s contract off the Hurricanes’ hands. But I 
don’t see the Hurricanes sweetening the pot with anything to 
make this happen — they aren’t in much of a position to do 
so right now. So a realistic best-case scenario might be that 
the Hurricanes expose Niederreiter, the Kraken take his 
$5.25 AAV off their hands, and then the Canes find a good-
enough replacement (more on that later). In the real world, 
you worry if they will find a potential 20-goal scorer for less. 

And, of course, all of this is operating on the grand 
assumption that the Hurricanes will actually go out and either 
re-sign Hamilton or spend to the cap to improve the team. 

Likelihood to happen: Great question. 

6. RFA Warren Foegele is traded 

Frank Seravalli has reported that Warren Foegele is seeking 
more opportunity and ice time, and with a few bottom-six 
players to sign (and a few still on ELCs), I could see the 
Canes moving on from him. 

This could be mutually beneficial. Foegele has intriguing 
potential that might be better suited to a building team that 
can afford to give him more ice time (and money). Assuming 
UFA Jani Hakanpaa is gone, the Kraken potentially take 
another defenseman and Hamilton might not be back, the 
Hurricanes are going from deepest blue line in the league to 
trouble without taking action. If you can trade Foegele for 
something decent on defense — or for a replacement of 
whomever you anticipate losing in the expansion draft — you 
probably do it. 

Likelihood to happen: 3.5 out of 5 electric scooters. 

7. Brock McGinn re-signs 

Emotions aside, it looks like Jordan Martinook’s time with the 
Hurricanes has likely come to an end. The Canes just can’t 
afford to have multiple fourth-line players making ~$2 million, 
and Martinook has to think about his family — especially with 
a newborn. It’s a tough situation, and Martinook wants to see 
it through, but I won’t blame either side for parting ways if it 
happens. 

Martinook signing elsewhere would make things easier for 
the Canes — just sign Brock McGinn. He’s clearly one of 
Brind’Amour’s favorites, holds his own in huge moments in 

the playoffs (especially on the road and/or when no one else 
is) and you never see the man make a mistake. 

Likelihood to happen: 4.5 out of 5 pucks to the dome. 

8. Foegele and the Kraken draftee are replaced with … 

You can’t just gift the Kraken one of your most important 
depth scorers and give Foegele away then do nothing. 

We all know that I am a huge Jake DeBrusk believer — do 
you kick the tires on Foegele for DeBrusk, especially if the 
Bruins want to re-sign Taylor Hall? DeBrusk admitted he had 
a down season with five goals and 14 points in 41 games, 
and he’s due $3.675 million, but I truly believe he is the 
perfect player for a coach like Brind’Amour and a quick, 
young system that’s heavy on the forecheck. 

If Niederreiter and Foegele are off the books and Foegele’s 
return is a cheaper, depth player on defense, the Canes 
have a few free-agent options at the wing. Kyle Palmieri or 
Brandon Saad probably command less than Niederreiter’s 
$5.25 AAV. 

Likelihood to happen: I’ll believe it when I see it. 

9. An above-average backup goalie is signed 

The Canes are one of the best teams in the league at 
squeezing value out of unexpected places, so I trust they’ll 
be able to find a 1B or at least an above-average backup 
goalie somewhere, somehow. It definitely needs to happen 
to round out the team, though, especially if it’s riding with 
young Nedeljkovic (not to be confused with Young Tro). 
James Reimer has probably commanded more money with 
his play over the past two seasons, but the Canes would be 
golden if they could re-sign him. 

Regardless, this will be one of the more low-key interesting 
developments of the Hurricanes’ offseason. 

Likelihood to happen: I’m not worried about it. 

10. Eric Staal wins the Cup … 

… and that leads to Jordan Staal coming back well-rested 
and competitive. 

Give J. Staal whatever youth elixir, TB12-esque potion you 
gave him before last season, then add E. Staal bringing the 
Stanley Cup back to Thunder Bay this summer for 
motivation. The hope is Jordan’s best season in years (in 
terms of production) wasn’t lightning in a bottle, and part of 
that is giving him solid wingers. With Andrei Svechnikov 
probably fully graduating to the first line next season, the 
pursuit of a scoring winger is that much more enticing. 

The perfect offseason for Staal is just resting up as much as 
humanly possible to keep up the 16-22-38 over 53 games 
pace. 

Likelihood to happen: Three out of five horses.
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Down Goes Brown: Canadiens or Lightning? A Stanley Cup Final rooting guide for every 
other fan base 

By Sean McIndoe 

The Montreal Canadiens are in Tampa tonight to kick off the 
first round of the Atlantic Division playoffs. (Checks notes.) 
Nope, wait, apparently this is the Stanley Cup Final. Huh. 
Got to be honest, I did not see this matchup coming. Not 
many of us did. But it’s been pretty much the weirdest 
season in NHL history, so let’s roll with it. 

One thing that hasn’t changed from past seasons: Two 
teams made the final, which means everyone else didn’t. 
That means it’s time for one of my favorite annual columns, 
as we go through all of the other 30 teams and try to figure 
out which of the finalists they should be rooting for. In theory, 
this year delivers a classic David vs. Goliath matchup, with 
the defending champs facing a huge underdog that everyone 
should be rooting for. Does it actually work out that way? 
Let’s find out. 

As always, these are suggestions only, and if you’ve already 
made up your mind then you’re free to stick with that pick. 
But if you’re on the fence or open for discussion, let’s see if 
we can talk you into one side or the other. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Last year, I told Ducks fans they should root for Corey 
Perry’s team to beat the Lightning in the final. It’s always nice 
when the hockey gods give me an excuse to recycle content. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Arizona Coyotes 

The Canadiens won 24 games during the regular season, 
just like the Coyotes. By the transitive property of playoff 
success, that means that if they win the Cup then Arizona is 
knocking on the door too. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Boston Bruins 

This is a tough matchup for Bruins fans, who aren’t exactly 
going to be shoving each other out of the way to get on the 
Lightning bandwagon after their recent Atlantic Division 
rivalry. But come on — no self-respecting Bruins fan can 
possibly cheer for the Habs, right? Of course not. I’m 
guessing a lot of Boston fans will choose “none of the 
above,” but if we have to pick one team, the choice is clear 
… 

Pick: Lightning 

Buffalo Sabres 

If you’re a Sabres fan searching desperately for some small 
ray of hope, good luck finding it in a Lightning team that 
seems miles ahead of anything the Sabres could ever 
imagine being anytime soon. Then you see a Habs team that 
finished with almost the same record as Buffalo just last 
season, and you think … maybe? 

Pick: Canadiens 

Calgary Flames 

Hold on, everyone. Timeout. 

Canada, huddle up, we need to talk. 

I’ve been doing this gimmick for years now, but this is the 
column’s first season where we’ve had a Canadian team in 
the final. That means we have to consider the whole 
“Canada’s Team” debate again. Should a Canadian fan 
cheer for the country’s last remaining team, out of patriotism 
or obligation or whatever, and root for them to end the 
nation’s 28-year Cup drought? Or does it work the other way, 
where any decent Canadian fan will root against the 
country’s other teams out of spite? 

There’s a right answer here, but let’s skip the debate entirely, 
if only because having six Canadian entries that were all a 
cut-and-paste of the same Canada’s Team stuff wouldn’t be 
very interesting. Instead, I’m going to assume that any 
Canadian fans who feel strongly one way or the other 
already know what team they’re riding with, and I’ll focus on 
coming up with recommendations for anyone who doesn’t 
really care and just wants the best bandwagon to hop on. 

So with that said … the Flames. They have some Stanley 
Cup Final history with the Habs, splitting a pair of 
showdowns in the 1980s that included Calgary’s only 
championship in 1989. That’s worth something, as is 
lingering bad blood over the 2004 final against Tampa Bay. 
Now mix in the fact the Flames finished with more wins than 
the Canadiens this season (and went 6-3-0 against them in 
the regular season), which kind of sort of means that if the 
Habs win, Calgary was actually better than the Cup champs. 
Look, don’t think too hard about it, just go with it. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Carolina Hurricanes 

There’s more history between the Hurricanes and Canadiens 
than you might think, and I’m still bitter that we only wound 
up with half of the ultimate Team Chaos final. Still, this one 
doesn’t feel all that difficult. The Hurricanes saw their season 
end at the hands of the Lightning, and the Habs have 
Carolina legend Eric Staal. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Chicago Blackhawks 

The Hawks are another team that was tied with the 
Canadiens in regular season wins. But more importantly, 
Marc Bergevin’s overlapping windows approach to building 
this team feels a lot like what Chicago is trying to pull off. 
Seeing it work just about perfectly would be a nice proof-of-
concept for Blackhawks fans wondering if they’re on the right 
track. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Colorado Avalanche 

Avs fans should root for the Lightning, for two reasons. First, 
you’ve built a high-skill roster and it would be nice to see that 
approach win out over a more defensive mindset. And 
second, even if you don’t know it, you’ve got some Quebec 
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Nordiques buried down in your fan DNA, and that means you 
hate the Habs. 

Pick: Lightning 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

I briefly got excited and thought Aaron Portzline was going to 
answer this question for me, but he punted. As Aaron points 
out, both teams have a former Blue Jackets player in a key 
role — Josh Anderson in Montreal and David Savard in 
Tampa Bay. (The Lightning also have Curtis McElhinney as 
their backup goalie.) Those probably come close to 
canceling out, so we’ll look elsewhere. It’s tempting to pick 
Montreal, because them winning would remind Columbus 
fans that a so-so team that everyone counts out and that 
pulls off a coaching change can win it all. But I’m going to go 
with Tampa Bay, because if they win again then the Blue 
Jackets can go another year claiming that they were the last 
team to beat the defending champs in the playoffs. 

Pick: Lightning 

Dallas Stars 

You couldn’t beat the Lightning for the Cup last year, do you 
really want to see an 18th place team waltz in and do it now? 

Pick: Lightning 

Detroit Red Wings 

Huh. Is there still some lingering loyalty to the team Steve 
Yzerman helped build? Or do you fall back on Original Six 
nostalgia, maybe mixed with the fact that a Habs win would 
mean the Red Wings could say that they haven’t lost to the 
Cup champs in over two years? 

I pushed Wings fans toward the Lightning last year and a lot 
of them didn’t like it; there’s apparently more bad blood in 
that rivalry than the rest of us might expect. I’m guessing 
they won’t like this pick either, but consider it penance for 
being the team responsible for the dismantling of the last 
championship roster Montreal had. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers are the only North Division playoff team that didn’t 
get bumped off by the Habs, so there’s no ill will there. 
Instead, we can point out the presence of a pair of former 
Oilers blueliners who are writing cool postseason stories: Jeff 
Petry, who started his career in Edmonton before being 
given away traded to Montreal, and temporary coach Luke 
Richardson, who played more games with the Oilers than 
any other team in his 21-year career. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Florida Panthers 

After almost three decades, we finally got our first Battle of 
Florida this year, and it was … fine? I think it was fine. It feels 
like it was a long time ago, to be honest, but I seem to 
remember there was some bad blood, a few plots twists, and 
at least one game that was legitimately amazing. But the key 
point here is this: Florida fans, you did not wait all this time to 

finally have a rivalry with the Lightning just to turn around 
and root for them in the final. Screw those guys. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Los Angeles Kings 

Another tough one. The Tyler Toffoli factor has to play in 
here, after he won a Cup with you and left on good terms 
once the rebuild started. But there’s also the 1993 final, 
when the Canadiens used a cheap stick measurement to 
steal a first Cup you ended up waiting almost two more 
decades for. Would it be ridiculous and petty to still be 
holding a grudge after nearly 30 years? Yes, it would, 
welcome to being a hockey fan. 

Pick: Lightning 

Minnesota Wild 

The Canadiens are a notoriously middle-of-the-pack team 
that doesn’t have an elite center but does have an exciting 
rookie and an aging former Predators player on the blueline, 
plus a GM who played for eight different NHL teams during 
his playing career. You’re practically twins. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Nashville Predators 

I’m sure some Predators fans will still have to hold their nose 
when it comes to rooting for Corey Perry, but come on, you 
have to be pulling for OGWAC Shea Weber to get his first 
Cup here. 

Pick: Canadiens 

New Jersey Devils 

Having the Canadiens win the Cup by shutting down the 
Lightning on their way to winning four mind-numbingly dull 2-
1 slogs might finally spell the end of that whole “the 1995 
Devils ruined hockey by inventing the concept of defense” 
narrative. 

Pick: Canadiens 

New York Islanders 

When you lose to a team in the conference final, some fans 
would argue that you should put any lingering bitterness 
aside and cheer them on as a sign of respect. Those fans 
are psychopaths. 

Pick: Canadiens 

New York Rangers 

The Rangers and Lightning used to have an ongoing 
exchange program, but now Ryan McDonagh is pretty much 
the only connection that’s left, so that’s not really a factor 
anymore. What is: The Lightning keep making Islanders fans 
sad. 

Pick: Lightning 

Ottawa Senators 

There’s got to be some support for Luke Richardson, who 
used to coach the Sens’ AHL team. But there’s an immutable 
law of the hockey universe that says you never cheer on a 
hated rival in the Stanley Cup Final. Do the Canadiens and 
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Senators have a rivalry? Eh, maybe not, but Ottawa fans 
seem to think they do, and that’s close enough. 

Pick: Lightning 

Philadelphia Flyers 

There’s still a lot of runway left on the whole Cam York 
conversation, but do you really want to see Cole Caufield out 
there scoring the Stanley Cup winner knowing you’ll have to 
go through months of this second-guessing? 

Pick: Lightning 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Are Pens fans still holding grudges against Carey Price for 
last year’s play-in round? Maybe, but there’s more important 
turf to defend here. The Penguins remain the only team in 
the cap era to repeat as champions, and the Lightning are 
threatening that. Pittsburgh fans have already had to battle 
Chicago for the title of the era’s best team, do you really 
want Tampa knocking on that door too? 

Pick: Canadiens 

San Jose Sharks 

The Canadiens made Joe Thornton sad. Well, it’s probably 
more accurate to say that the Maple Leafs made Joe 
Thornton sad, but you already hate them. Let’s stay loyal to 
Barclay Goodrow and your early-90s expansion cousins. 

Pick: Lightning 

Seattle Kraken 

You’re the new guys now, and that means you have to lead 
the way when it comes to rolling your eyes at stuffy tradition. 
Montreal’s the oldest team in the league, they just beat your 
expansion cousins, they also beat your new coach’s ex-
team, and they’re facing an opponent that’s still relatively 
new in the grand scheme of things. You know what to do. 

Pick: Lightning 

St. Louis Blues 

The Canadiens have two former Blues players in Jake Allen 
and Joel Edmundson, and their GM scored his most 
memorable playoff goal while playing for St. Louis. Also, a 
Lightning win would give the Blues a league record fifth 
ultimate loser title, including the last two back-to-back, and 
that doesn’t feel like a good thing. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Leafs are a tough one, even putting aside all the history 
between Toronto and Montreal. The big issue here is how a 
Canadiens win would reframe that first-round loss. Leafs 
fans have spent the last six weeks feeling like their collapse 
was an existential disaster for the current core. But if the 
Habs end up winning the Cup, especially with Toronto having 
given them their toughest challenge along the way, does that 
mean the Leafs may be closer than we think? 

Maybe, but I don’t think it’s enough. The Lightning are the 
team the Leafs want to be when they grow up — lots of skill, 

lots of big names, lots of big contracts. If you’re a Toronto 
fan, you want to be reminded that the model works. Seeing it 
lose to a more balanced, team-first approach with a stud 
goalie would feel like one more piece of evidence that the 
Leafs’ plan is all wrong. 

Pick: Lightning 

Vancouver Canucks 

Carey Price is a B.C. boy, so that nudges the needle toward 
Montreal. After that, it gets a bit tricky, for a couple of 
reasons. First, there’s the Tyler Toffoli factor. If you’re a 
Vancouver fan, are you happy to see a recent Canucks 
forward playing well for a Cup contender? Or does that just 
twist the knife a little more on Jim Benning letting him walk 
so he could invest his cap space in the fourth line? 

Then there’s this past season, which saw the Habs kick sand 
in the Canucks’ face more than a few times. The Canadiens 
went 6-0-3 against Vancouver and scored five or more goals 
in seven of those games. You could certainly hold a grudge 
over that. Or you could shrug and say that if Montreal wins 
the Cup, maybe there’s no shame in losing a season series 
to eventual champs. 

It’s a tough one, but I’m going to offer a twist: If it wasn’t for 
the Canucks in the regular season, the Habs don’t make the 
playoffs, and it wasn’t for Toffoli in the playoffs, they don’t 
make the final. If they win it all, Canucks fans can at least 
feel like they had a hand in making it happen. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Vegas Golden Knights 

See the Islanders entry. 

Pick: Lightning 

Washington Capitals 

Despite decades of playoff disappointment, the Capitals 
have somehow never been the NHL’s ultimate loser, a 46-
year stretch that’s by far the longest in the league. But that 
streak is in serious jeopardy, as the Caps lost to the Bruins 
who lost to the Islanders who lost to the Lightning, meaning a 
Habs win completes the chain. We can’t have that. 

Pick: Lightning 

Winnipeg Jets 

As I’m coming to the end of this, I’m realizing that I’ve got 
every team that lost to Montreal or Tampa Bay in the playoffs 
rooting for the other side. I guess that makes sense — 
postseason scars take some time to heal — although I don’t 
think it has to be a hard-and-fast rule. A Habs win would take 
some of the sting off a disappointing second round, and also 
put an end to the narrative that the North was a minor league 
division and the accomplishments of teams like the Jets 
shouldn’t count. Is that enough to overcome the bitterness of 
seeing the team that beat you skate with the Cup? Probably 
not, but it’s at least close, right? 

Pick: Lightning
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LeBrun: Eric Staal’s whirlwind season, from blindside trade to Stanley Cup Final, was still a 
family affair 

By Pierre LeBrun 

No doubt a compelling debate will rage on throughout the 
Stanley Cup Final regarding the Conn Smythe Trophy but 
there’s zero confusion as to the MVP in Eric Staal’s world. 

His wife Tanya has been holding down the fort in Minnesota 
with their three hockey-playing sons while dad went away 
this season. 

“It’s been a crazy, crazy year,” Tanya Staal said over the 
phone, the tone in her voice saying it all. 

“But we’re getting through it and we’re just super excited,” 
she added. “We’re at that point now where we’re like, ‘it was 
all worth it!'” 

Their world was turned upside down in September when Eric 
was traded from the Minnesota Wild to the Buffalo Sabres, a 
deal that completely blindsided them. 

“You always think you’re going to have an idea but we just 
really had no clue,” said Tanya. “We know it’s part of the 
business. You know it’s possible at any time, but that one 
shocked me. We were just going about our day, normal day, 
I was inside making dinner and Eric was outside in the 
driveway I think with the kids; he came inside and just had 
this look on his face. He said, ‘Tanya, we just got traded.’ I 
was like, ‘You’re kidding, what?’ We had no idea. We were 
both just shocked.” 

With the kids already in school in Minnesota and the realities 
of COVID-19 protocols and empty arenas in the NHL to start 
the 2020-21 season, the decision was sound although not 
easy: Eric would go off to Buffalo on his own while Tanya 
and the boys stayed back in Minnesota. 

“With all the unknowns with COVID and everything, it just 
didn’t make sense to pull the kids out of school and move to 
Buffalo,” said Tanya. “We figured we wouldn’t be allowed to 
go to games in Buffalo anyway, at least at the beginning. So 
we’d just be sitting there in an apartment. At least here we 
could go about life and feel somehow normal even though it 
was hard being apart.” 

As you might imagine, the boys, aged 11, 9 and 6, ached for 
their dad. 

“They’re at the age where they just miss dad,” said Tanya. 
“We got spoiled having him around during COVID at first, 
and then all of a sudden he’s gone. It was definitely … it had 
its moments.” 

Nine months after that trade to Buffalo, dad is in the Stanley 
Cup Final with the Montreal Canadiens. 

Worth it indeed. 

Staal group chat 

Habs games have been must-see TV for Eric’s parents 
Henry and Linda Staal as well as his brothers Marc, Jordan 
and Jared. 

In fact, the brothers and dad have a group text going during 
Eric’s games. 

“It’s fun to get insight from Jordan and Marc and now Jared’s 
coaching. So I pick their brains. It’s neat,” Henry Staal said 
on the phone this weekend from the family’s native Thunder 
Bay, Ontario. “We have a lot of fun with it.” 

Jared Staal is an assistant coach with Orlando in the ECHL. 
He’s definitely got the coach-speak going in the group chat. 

“I say some funny coach lines just to get under their nerves a 
little bit,” laughed Jared. “Like, ‘Should have kept it out of the 
middle’ kind of stuff. But you know with COVID, our group 
chat has been a lot busier with Marc and Eric not being 
around their wife and kids as much. There’s been more 
action in the group chat and that’s been a lot of fun. I love 
bouncing ideas off of them. 

“Just talking hockey. It’s what we love to do.” 

Said Jordan, the Hurricanes captain: “We’re watching the 
games and got some banter going on throughout the game. 
Everyone has their opinions on what’s going on.” 

Marc Staal said the comments in the chat are mostly about a 
penalty or a certain play. 

“It’s fun,” Marc said Sunday. “Because we couldn’t be 
together to watch it so we try to at least feel like we’re 
together and experience it together.” 

Back after 15 years 

Eric Staal won the Stanley Cup with Carolina in his second 
NHL season in 2005-06. He’s finally back in the final after a 
15-year wait that didn’t feature all that many playoff games, 
either. 

The genuine excitement for Eric is palpable in the Staal clan. 

“He’s getting a shot at it again and it’s awesome to see 
especially for a guy like him who cares and wants it so 
badly,” Jared said. “I’m just really excited for him.” 

Marc was the last Staal to play in a Stanley Cup Final in 
2014 with the Rangers. So it’s been a while for any of them 
to be there again. 

“It’s pretty cool,” said Marc. “Not that it’s hard to believe, 
because obviously you just get on a run, we’ve all been on 
those and we know how special they are and how rare they 
are. It’s very cool to see Eric get another chance. It’s been a 
long time for him since he’s been to the dance. He’s super 
pumped and it’s been fun to watch.” 

Jordan hasn’t been in the final since he won it all with 
Pittsburgh in 2009. Like Eric winning the Cup as a rookie in 
2006, Jordan acknowledged that as a young player 
sometimes you take that for granted and then realize just 
how hard it is to get there. 

“Oh yeah, 100 percent,” Jordan said Saturday. “My second 
year we went to the finals and the next year did it again. You 
expect to do it every year. Me and my mom were adding up 
all the years that myself, Marc and Eric played and how 
many years one of us made it to the finals which is really not 
a ton, you know five times or something like that. It’s really 
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hard to do. To be on the top two teams left in the league is 
just not easy, no matter how long you play there’s some guys 
that never get there at all. 

“So it’s obviously a great opportunity for Eric. It’s exciting. It’s 
awesome seeing him get rewarded right now.” 

Henry reached out to Eric the other night after the Habs 
eliminated the Golden Knights to congratulate his son on 
being back in the Cup after a 15-year wait. 

“I texted Eric after the game the other night and said, ‘Does 
that feel like a long time ago?’ And he goes, ‘It kind of does, 
and it kind of doesn’t.’ I know what he means,” said Henry. 

Last time around, Eric wasn’t a father and wasn’t married 
yet. A lot has changed. 

“We were dating at the time,” said Tanya. “We got engaged 
that September. The kids weren’t born yet. It’s just so fun 
now. It’s just a whole other thing now with kids being part of 
it, watching the games; for Eric, it’s just so awesome to make 
these memories with them now.” 

Grinding it out 

As Tanya put it, it has indeed been worth it now that her 
husband has another shot at the Cup. 

But it was hard. 

Missing his family and enduring the disaster that was the 
Sabres’ season, the grind was real. 

“The shock of going to Buffalo obviously, it wasn’t expected,” 
said Jared. “He was obviously very happy in Minnesota at 
the time. Not being able to be with his family all year, he’s a 
big family guy. He has an unbelievable wife and the kids … 
just to be away from them was the hardest part for him I 
think. And making those decisions knowing it’s going to 
extend your time away from your family even more. I think 
that was probably the hardest part for him.” 

A tough year that has paid off, though. 

“That’s exactly right,” said Jordan. “It just goes to show his 
perseverance, his character and what he brings day to day. 
He could have just as easily folded it up this year with all the 
stuff going on, not being with his family is probably the No. 1 
thing. And when you’re not with your family on the last year 
of your deal, near the end of your career, losing games, you 
start questioning, I’m sure, what you’re doing. 

“He kept at it, kept working, he doesn’t quit,” added Jordan. 
“It’s awesome to see the turnaround for him this year and 
being able to be part of a great team and win some huge 
games and contribute the way he has. It’s been so cool to 
watch. So rewarding I’m sure for him.” 

Marc could certainly empathize earlier this season. He was 
living it, too. 

“I was in the same boat in Detroit, my family stayed back in 
Connecticut,” said Marc. “So actually Eric and I talked almost 
every other day because we were by ourselves and we 
(would) just FaceTime and chat. We ended up talking a lot 
about it, we were in the same boat. We’d vent about the 
same things. But he’s still doing it, which is incredible. I did 
four months and I couldn’t wait to get back to my family. I’m 

sure he’s missing them. It’s tough on his boys and his wife. 
But it’s a cool experience for him and obviously excited 
where he is now. Hopefully all that sacrifice by him and his 
family comes with a big prize at the end.” 

Henry Staal said his son never wanted to leave Minnesota. 

“That trade caught him off guard,” said his dad. “He never 
really got going until finally he got to Montreal and started to 
come around a little bit and got the mind going in the right 
direction I think. That was a big part of it.” 

Tanya says her husband tried to keep a good frame of mind 
despite what was happening in Buffalo, but she and the boys 
tried to keep his spirits up over the phone. 

“Eric was so positive about it, he was really hoping things 
would turn around and make the best of it,” she said. “We 
just tried to be there for him and support him and keeping 
positive. We kept saying, ‘There’s a reason why you’re there, 
it will all hopefully work out.'” 

It didn’t. But Tanya made sure to point out that Sabres GM 
Kevyn Adams and his wife Stacey are good friends who did 
all they could to make things better for Eric. 

“Kevyn and Stacey, obviously we knew them from Carolina,” 
said Tanya. “I can’t say enough good things about them. We 
love them and they were so great in how they handled 
things.” 

Traded again 

Well, the best thing Kevyn Adams did was get his pal out of 
Buffalo. 

Before Eric waived his no-trade clause to accept a deal to 
the Habs in late March, there had been trade chatter linking 
him to other teams. 

Including Carolina. And as I reported at the time, the 
Hurricanes did indeed have a chat with the Sabres about him 
but it wasn’t a front-burner issue. I suspect Carolina would 
have circled back to Buffalo if Eric was still sitting there on 
deadline day on April 12. 

And well, you can imagine Jordan and Eric had a little chat 
about potentially being reunited. 

“Yeah, there was some discussion,” says Jordan. “I don’t 
know what the rules are what’s allowed but we’re brothers 
and we talked. You know, it would have been awesome for 
him to come to Carolina. I know it wasn’t exactly what our 
group was looking for at the time but like you said, if it came 
right to the end and he was still there, maybe Carolina would 
have found a way to get him here. And we could have used 
him, obviously. He’s a great addition to Montreal. But it didn’t 
work out. 

“It was unfortunate,” added Jordan. “I would have loved to 
battle it out with him again. Maybe he would have been a 
difference-maker for our team but it still worked out great for 
him and where he’s at right now. I’m just happy he’s got a 
chance at the Cup.” 

Said Jared: “It’s funny how it all works out. I didn’t even know 
Montreal was on the radar at the time and you’re hearing 
rumours of a couple of different teams, Carolina and you 
heard Colorado. So you’re kind of pulling in that direction. 
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Suddenly it’s Montreal and you’re interested in seeing how 
that’s going to work out. And here we are. Four more away. 
Let’s see if they can do it.” 

The Carolina rumour certainly intrigued Tanya, too. 

“When there was that short time when there was talk of 
maybe Carolina working out, it was so exciting to think 
about,” she said. “And at that time, we thought, ‘Carolina 
could really win this.’ That’s the crazy part. Not that we ever 
doubted Montreal. It’s just crazy how it all worked out. It’s 
just so exciting now.” 

Agreeing to a trade also meant extending his season and his 
time away from home. Marc remembers talking to Eric about 
a potential trade. 

“We talked about his options,” said Marc. “He was kind of 
hemming and hawing. But then I think he just decided he 
wanted to play. He wasn’t having a good year in Buffalo and 
everything that was going on with the team. So he just 
wanted to give himself a shot. It couldn’t have worked out 
any better. He got on to a good group of guys and just a 
good team. It’s good to see. Because he was grinding there 
for a bit no doubt.” 

Eric agreed to the trade two weeks before the deadline. No 
doubt he was wondering if maybe he should wait and see if 
Carolina made a pitch. But what if it never happens? He took 
his shot when Habs GM Marc Bergevin made him feel 
wanted via a conversation with veteran agent Rick Curran. 

“It went pretty quick,” Henry recalled. “Ricky talked to me and 
I talked to Eric a bit about it. I think things were going so 
badly for him in Buffalo that it was an opportunity. He jumped 
at the chance they gave him. If you’re wanted, it’s a good 
thing. Bergevin wanted him, so that’s why he went in a lot of 
ways I think.” 

But that Habs uniform? 

The Staals aren’t going to lie. 

Watching Eric don the Bleu, Blanc et Rouge took a moment 
of adjustment. 

“We grew up Leafs all the time,” said Henry. “I’m a Dave 
Keon/Darryl Sittler guy. I remember watching the Leafs win 
the Cup in ’67. So growing up it was either love the Leafs 
and hate Montreal or you loved Montreal and hated the 
Leafs. So it was weird at first (watching his son put on that 
Habs sweater). But once it’s your kid out there, it’s not hard 
to start cheering for that team.” 

Jared echoed his dad’s comment. He needed just a second 
to watch his brother in that famous uniform. 

“Not going to lie, we watched the Leafs growing up,” 
chuckled Jared. “Never really crossed your mind rooting for 
Montreal. But after a game or two, you get used to it and 
you’re pulling for them as hard as you can.” 

Four more wins … 

They’ll all pulling so hard for four more Habs wins. 

Heck, Jordan was ready to hand Eric a Tampa Bay scouting 
report if need be. 

“I was just telling my wife that, ‘I wonder if Eric will give me a 
shout,'” laughed the Canes captain, whose club lost to 
Tampa Bay in the second round. “But clearly, I was going to 
tell him what not to do since we couldn’t figure them out. 
Obviously, Tampa is a very good team and it’s going to be a 
pretty good final. Two good teams. The way Montreal has 
stepped up and put it all together and a Lightning team that’s 
very deep and has played well throughout this playoff, too. 
It’ll be fun to watch.” 

Tanya shared the story of how the youngest of her three 
boys couldn’t stay awake for the clinching game last week 
over Vegas so he asked mom to give him the update as 
soon as he woke up. 

“I told him in the morning that they won and he said, ‘Oh, 
they’re going to win the whole thing. (I) just know it.’ It was so 
cute when he said that. I told him I had the same feeling.” 

Jared said watching his oldest brother winning another Cup 
would be unreal. 

“It would be just so special,” said Jared. “Already we’re just 
so proud of him. We know he deserves it. He works so hard. 
When he won the Cup in 2006, I was 16 years old. It would 
be a different experience for me even now, because at 16 
you don’t really know what’s going on, you’re just excited. I 
think in general our whole family is just more appreciative of 
what’s going on. We’ll see. They’ve got a good test in 
Tampa. But they’ve got a good group and they’re playing 
well.” 

Why not, wondered Tanya? 

“It’s just crazy that here we are 15 years later from the last 
time he was in the finals. It would just be amazing,” she said. 
“That’s what it’s all about, right? That’s what you play for. So 
we’re so hoping. And we have a good feeling.”
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Tweetmail: Will the Canes Make an Expansion Draft Trade With Seattle? 

By Michael Smith 

Hello and welcome to Tweetmail presented by Segra. This is 
a regular feature on Hurricanes.com in which I answer your 
Twitter questions, which are mostly about the Carolina 
Hurricanes, but sometimes also about travel or television or 
life. It's a mailbag of tweets. It's Tweetmail. Maybe you learn 
a little something, and maybe we have some fun, too. 

Let's get to it. 

What's the likelihood Carolina does an Expansion Draft deal 
with Seattle like they did with Vegas? Do you think the cost 
of a deal would be higher or lower than Vegas' deal given 
Ron Francis' history as Canes GM? - @Tom_Hannigan237 

It's been just four years since the NHL last went through the 
Expansion Draft process. At that time, there had not been an 
Expansion Draft since … *with the lights dim, a black robe 
top on, a flashlight illuminating my face and in a falsetto 
voice* the year 2000. 

The league evolved quite a bit from 2000 and 2017. The 
protection rules were different, contract structure had 
changed and a salary cap was introduced. These factors 
undoubtedly affected how general managers around the 
league approached the 2017 NHL Expansion Draft with the 
Vegas Golden Knights and their GM George McPhee. A 
good number of side deals were made in order to steer 
Vegas away from unprotected assets, which resulted in the 
Golden Knights assembling a team that made a magical run 
to the Stanley Cup Final in 2017-18. The core from that team 
hasn't missed the playoffs in the three seasons since, now 
twice in a row falling just short of a return to the Final. In 
short, it's worked out pretty well for Vegas, even if there's still 
a haze of disappointment that will linger over them this 
summer. 

Their success combined with the fact that not as much has 
changed in the NHL landscape in the four years since makes 
the 2021 NHL Expansion Draft a fascinating beast. The 
biggest factor that could change things? The flat salary cap. 
Prior to the pandemic, the expectation was that the salary 
cap ceiling would continue to rise, but the NHL is now facing 
the reality of heading into the 2021-22 season with the same 
ceiling that existed in 2019-20, which complicates long-term 
planning that clubs might have been mapping out a year-
and-a-half ago. 

Of course, there's going to be some course-correction from 
general managers around the league heading into this 
Expansion Draft, but, especially considering the flat cap, side 
deals are inevitable. To some extent, every team overvalues 
its own assets, and the instinct is to protect those assets. As 
general manager of the Hurricanes, Ron Francis was on the 

protection side of it in 2017; now, he's plotting for how the 
Seattle Kraken will raid the 31 other clubs. 

In 2017, the Canes traded a fifth-round draft pick to Vegas, 
who then selected forward Connor Brickley in the Expansion 
Draft. Were exposed NHL assets like Joakim Nordstrom or 
Lee Stempniak worth protecting in exchange for fifth-round 
draft pick - which turned into forward prospect Jack Dugan, 
for those keeping score at home - and a pending unrestricted 
free agent who then signed with the Florida Panthers? 
Maybe. Maybe not. At the time, it seemed like a great move. 
Now four years later, it still seems fine - unnecessary, 
maybe, but fine. 

So, what's the likelihood that the Canes make another 
Expansion Draft trade? I don't know if it's all that likely right 
now. Francis wields all the power, and he's going to do 
everything he can with that negotiation advantage, as he 
should. And, if there's one organization and its assets that he 
knows, it's the Canes. 

Every team is going to lose a player - a good player, perhaps 
- and the Canes are no different. This time around, though, I 
have a hunch we'll see less panic from general managers 
around the league. 

We'll dive more into the Expansion Draft in the coming 
weeks. 

Do the Hurricanes re-sign Hamilton? - @BoLT_wavezZ 

That's probably the question of the summer, right? 

Here's where things currently stand: the Canes and Dougie 
Hamilton's representation have had discussions on a new 
contract, but "there's a difference of opinion right now," 
Canes President and General Manager Don Waddell said a 
week ago. So, instead of waiting until free agency opens at 
noon on July 28, both sides have gotten "a head start" on 
other options, one of which could be a sign-and-trade deal 
that could fetch Hamilton the maximum of an eight-year 
contract, which he otherwise couldn't sign with another team. 

Of course, there is the possibility that Hamilton returns if the 
open market isn't too appealing, but at this point, both sides 
seem prepared for him to at least explore what might be out 
there. After all, the 27-year-old defenseman is in a position to 
land what's likely to be the most lucrative contract of his 
career. 

"The door is wide open here. We love Dougie," Waddell said. 
"Dougie has been good for this franchise. We're certainly all 
hoping he comes back, but we also felt we didn't want to wait 
for July 28 to figure that out." 

Will there be a Prospects Development Camp this 
offseason? - @ArcherforCanes 
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There will not be a Prospects Development Camp this 
offseason, at least not in the public-facing sense. A few 
factors influenced that decision, including the truncated 
offseason and international travel uncertainties. 

However, following the 2021 NHL Draft on July 23-24, the 
Canes will meet virtually with some of their newest prospects 
to introduce them to the organization, discuss what it means 
to be a Hurricane and outline how they can take the next 
steps in achieving their ultimate goals. More or less, it's a 
stripped-down version of the usual Development Camp 
minus the on-ice components. 

And! While Summerfest won't take place this offseason, the 
Canes will host another Yard Sale at PNC Arena, where 
you'll be able to purchase new and used hockey equipment 

and more. More details, including a date and time, will be 
announced in the coming weeks. 

When can we expect a 2021-22 schedule? - @dsgill87 

It's not set in stone, but expect to see the 82-game 2021-22 
schedule drop sometime in mid-July. 

Do players' contracts pay out year-round or just during the 
regular season? - @Browntruck79 

Standard player contract salaries pay out during the regular 
season. 

Any big plans for you this summer? - @CaniacZach 

You could say that! So, expect radio silence on my end in 
late July - not like anything is going on then, right?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 28, 2021 

 

 

Between a rock and a hard place: The Hurricanes’ precarious position with Dougie 
Hamilton. 

Dougie Hamilton has been one of the Hurricanes’ best 
players in his three years with the team, but with his contract 
nearing the end, what will the future hold for him in Carolina? 

By Ryan Henkel 

Dougie Hamilton is a luxury that the Carolina Hurricanes can 
neither afford to overpay nor that they could live without. 

Hamilton is in the prime of his career and it’s his chance at a 
major payday. He wants to maximize the money he will 
make, as he should. 

The issue for the Hurricanes though, is that they are already 
a team spending to the cap and with more and more 
contracts and paydays coming due every year, a long-term 
deal may become a hurdle for the Canes down the road. 

However, with the team’s current construction and looking at 
the surrounding market, there is no replacing Hamilton’s 
value.  

If the team lets him walk, then they are taking a significant 
step backwards in terms of competing for another Stanley 
Cup.  

No matter what side of the Dougie divide you fall under, you 
can’t argue with that.  

The team has a bonafide top-six, a solid top four on the back 
end and a promising goaltender who put up some of the best 
numbers in the league.  

They are currently in a legitimate competitive window, but 
how long will that last? 

Next year, the contracts of the entire second line — Vincent 
Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas — expire. Can 
they bring all of them back? 

The year after that only sees Jordan Staal’s contract expire, 
but following that you see Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei’s contracts running out.  

So in three years time, the contracts of the entire top-six 
forward group and three of the top-four on the backend are 
gone and there isn’t going to be a shot at bringing all of those 
players back. 

At that point, you’re betting on either developing higher-end 
prospects, signing a big name free agent, or making a huge 
trade deal.  

So what you’re essentially doing is kicking the figurative can 
down the road for another time.  

But there is no promise that the window will be as open that 
year.  

Winning a cup involves a lot of risk. You have to be willing to 
go all in if you actually think you can win it all, and the 
Hurricanes should believe that they can win it all. They are a 
team at that level.  

A team that takes no risks is a team willing to be a mediocre 
fringe team for years to come. 

The opportunity to win a cup needs an all hands-on-deck 
approach from the front office, to the coaching staff and 
down to the players on the ice. 

In that regard, signing Dougie Hamilton is the best move for 
today albeit a risk for tomorrow. 

Hamilton is arguably the most offensively talented 
defenseman that the Hurricanes have ever had.  

His hockey sense and awareness in the offensive zone is 
rivaled by very few in the NHL and his ability to find soft 
spots in coverage and get shots through traffic is what 
makes him such an effective player.  

He isn’t wowing you with his skating or stickhandling — 
although he does have quite a few highlight reel plays 
showcasing his talents in those areas — but it’s really his 
sense on when and where to push. 

He is also the only defenseman to reach double digit goals in 
each of the last seven seasons and he has the third highest 
expected goals total (31.3) among defenseman for the past 
three seasons combined according to MoneyPuck.com. 

Even if we take just this year, where Hamilton had a notably 
slow start to the season, he still finished seventh in total 
points by defensemen (42) — Tyson Barrie had the most 
with 48 — and fifth in goals (10) — Jakob Chycrun led the 
way with 18.  

Hamilton also helped take what used to be an 
embarrassment of a power play and help usher it into new 
heights.  

You can harp on the importance of 5-on-5 scoring, but 
special teams are of ever increasing importance in today’s 
game, just take the Tampa Bay Lightning for example, who 
thrive off their elite power play. 

There have also been some thoughts on his lack of playoff 
scoring, but most Hurricanes not named Sebastian Aho, 
haven’t had the most consistent playoff scoring the past 
three seasons. In fact Hamilton is sixth overall in playoff 
scoring for the team over that span even despite coming off 
of a broken leg last year. 

The fact is that Hamilton is one-of-a-kind offensive talent. 
The Canes game plan around him, and he’s a huge reason 
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why their blueline had the second most 5-on-5 scoring 
chances produced on average this season according to 
Corey Sznajder’s data. 

If you take a look back at the last decade of cup winners, 
they were nearly all backstopped by elite offensive 
defensemen. Names like Victor Hedman, Alex Pietrangelo, 
John Carlson, Kris Letang and Drew Doughty.  

Hamilton belongs in that same vein of defensemen. 

Now on the flip side of the two-way coin, is the defensive 
side of the game. 

Hamilton is obviously not an elite defensive talent, but the 
idea that Hamilton is a bad defender is one that doesn’t hold 
water when you take a deeper look at his game.  

Does he get caught out of position a bit too much? Sure, but 
that doesn’t make him a bad defender. Hockey is a two-way 
game and sometimes you are going to get burned when you 
push for offense.  

Hamilton is a good skater, but he isn’t the fastest skater and 
he more than likely lost a half or quarter step from his broken 
leg which may seem to magnify the issues with him getting 
back into the defensive zone, but to hold him back would 
suppress his unmatched offensive talents. 

Despite what perception of Hamilton may be for onlookers, 
the fact is that he was trusted with the third most ice-time 
among Hurricanes skaters this season with his average ice 
time being only 16 seconds less than Jaccob Slavin and five 
seconds less than Pesce. 

If he couldn’t defend, the coaching staff wouldn’t be trusting 
him with those big minutes and especially with close games 
and on penalty kills. 

In fact, Hamilton is a much better defender with Carolina 
than when he initially joined the team.  

Hamilton leads all Canes defensemen at 5-on-5 in CF% 
(56.03%), GF% (62.12), xGF% (56.55%), SC% (56.47%) 
with the lowest goals against and high danger chances 
against among the top-four.  

And all of those numbers were better than Jaccob Slavin’s — 
his primary defensive partner. Slavin is an elite defenseman. 
That’s not what’s being questioned. But the idea that he is 
dragging Hamilton’s defensive game along with him is a bit 
of hyperbole. 

It’s more actually the fact that the pair is just a really strong 
defensive duo who feed off one another.  

Slavin helps Hamilton, but just as much does Hamilton help 
Slavin.  

One point where Hamilton is a hindrance, though, is with his 
penalty differential.  

Hamilton takes a lot of penalties that seem to result from him 
chasing a play or simply not thinking. Trips, holds and high-
sticks highlight the majority of his infractions and for a 
defenseman who likes to activate, he isn’t drawing many 
calls. 

His -12 penalty differential ranked as the ninth worst during 
the regular season and his -4 differential during the playoffs 
was the third worst — with the worst being his buddy Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

The Canes will need Hamilton to be a much more controlled 
player if they do bring him back because while the Canes’ 
elite penalty kill had bailed them out many times before, we 
saw penalties spell their doom in the Tampa Bay series. 

The reality of it all is that the Hurricanes are between a rock 
and a hard place when it comes to Hamilton.  

While not a perfect player, his value is just incredibly high 
and his role within the team’s overall game is unique just to 
him. 

Yet, Carolina can really handcuff themselves in the future if 
they’re competing with bank breaking offers from other 
teams around the league. 

The harshest reality is that they have to match them.  

There is no reality where the Hurricanes are a better team 
next season without Dougie Hamilton.  

His value is simply just irreplaceable.  

Contracts aren’t formulated on what’s best for the team or 
what the intrinsic value of the player is. It’s based on the ever 
increasing market value and what their peers around the 
league are getting paid and offered.  

Even if Hamilton might only be worth X amount of dollars, it’ll 
cost Y to keep him. That’s the nature of the sport. 

The Canes won’t find anybody on the UFA market anywhere 
near his talent level, they can’t replace him internally, nor 
should they be looking to purge resources to land someone 
who would just do what Hamilton does already. 

They have to pay him. 

Losing Hamilton lowers Carolina’s competitive window and 
for a team with a wide-open window, that shouldn’t be an 
acceptable approach. 

And hey, a Stanley Cup makes any contract worth it in the 
end.
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Prospect Pipeline Recap: Goaltenders 

The Hurricanes’ goaltending prospects impressed this 
season, proving that the team has plenty of depth at the 
position. 

By Matthew Somma 

Keeping up with the Hurricanes’ goaltending prospects was a 
thrilling ride this season. We had a Hobey Baker candidate, 
two entry-level deals and one surprise mid-season signing. 
On top of that, a former prospect put together a Calder-
worthy performance for the Hurricanes, emerging as the 
team’s starter. In the third and final installment of my pipeline 
recap, we’ll take a look at the Hurricanes’ depth in goal. 

Jack LaFontaine 

LaFontaine put together an impressive season, leading the 
University of Minnesota to the NCAA tournament and 
finishing with a .934 save percentage over the course of 29 
games. LaFontaine allowed fewer than two goals on average 
and had a 22-7 record on one of the best teams in the 
country. Here are most of his awards and accolades this 
season, taken from EliteProspects: NCAA Third Team, 
NCAA Big Ten All-Tournament Team, Big Ten Best 
Goaltender, Big Ten Champion, Big Ten First Team All-Star, 
Big Ten Tournament MVP, NCAA West First All-American 
Team, NCAA Senior Class All-American 1st Team, Mike 
Richter Award for Best Collegiate Goaltender and Hobey 
Baker Award Finalist. LaFontaine is remaining at the 
University of Minnesota in order to chase the National 
Championship that eluded his team this past season, and 
with the majority of that roster returning next season, it’s 
possible that they win it all. The Hurricanes seem confident 
that they can sign him to an entry-level contract after his 
season ends in 2022, which would be a huge move for the 
team. LaFontaine is one of, if not, the best goalies in the 
NCAA and has the potential to be an NHL starter. 
LaFontaine could also step into an NHL role as early as the 
fall of 2022 as the backup to Alex Nedeljkovic.  

So what makes LaFontaine special? He’s a 6-foot-2 
goaltender that can take up a decent amount of space in net, 
and he’s not the most explosive goalie you’ll ever see. So 
what is it about him? For me, it’s LaFontaine’s positioning. 
He is always square to the puck and is able to adjust to 
rebounds and passes quickly, meaning that he doesn’t have 
to make those sprawling saves that we see some NHL 
goalies make. Instead, he keeps himself square and makes it 
hard for the shooter to beat him, making routine saves out of 
what could have been a difficult save. LaFontaine’s 
positioning and ability to read the play makes playing the 
position easier for him, in a way.  

Eetu Makiniemi 

The Hurricanes signed Makiniemi to a two year entry-level 
contract shortly after his season with Ilves in Finland ended. 
On paper, Makiniemi’s stats don’t inspire a ton of confidence, 
but bear with me here. Through 34 regular season games, 
Makiniemi posted a save percentage of .907 and a GAA of 
2.59. His record was 13-14-7 over the course of those 
games. In five playoff games, Makiniemi went 1-4 and had a 
.915 save percentage. So why did the Hurricanes sign him? 
Let’s break down his game.  

Makiniemi played on a team that lacked depth as well as a 
defense that could prevent shots from getting to the net. He 
was constantly put in a position where he had to bail his 
team out, and of course you’re going to let in the occasional 
goal when your team gives you no support. Think of how the 
team played in front of Nedeljkovic during the Tampa series, 
but worse. That’s what Makiniemi was doing on a game by 
game basis. Ilves had no business being a playoff team, and 
yet Makiniemi was able to steal just enough games for his 
team to make it into the first full round of the playoffs in 
Finland. As for his playing style, Makiniemi’s athleticism 
reminds me of Petr Mrazek in a way. Here’s an example: 

His positioning isn’t fantastic here, but that explosiveness 
reminds me of how Mrazek plays. He steals a goal from a 
player that had a wide open net to shoot at. 

Another impressive save from Makiniemi. Tappara makes 
two quick passes to keep Makiniemi’s eyes moving, and he 
explodes out with the left pad and glove to make a fantastic 
save.  

I mean, come on. Two more highlights for you all: 

Makiniemi’s 6’3” frame allows for him to make some of these 
saves, but it’s clear that he’s a very athletic goalie with a ton 
of potential. He’ll get a chance to prove his worth in the AHL 
next season, likely splitting starts with Beck Warm in 
Chicago.  

Pyotr Kochetkov 

I was a little surprised when the Hurricanes signed 
Kochetkov to a two year ELC this season. It wasn’t because I 
thought Kochetkov was bad and not worth a contract, but 
because I felt that he needed more time to develop. Now that 
we know that he’ll burn the first year of that contract and stay 
with Torpedo in the KHL, I’m a little more understanding of 
the deal. Sign him now, let him emerge as a top goalie in the 
KHL, and then bring him over to the NHL in 2022 once he 
has more experience under his belt. There’s always a risk 
involved with Russian players since they can make more 
money in Russia than they can make on an ELC in the NHL, 
so I understand the urgency that the Hurricanes might have 
felt. Kochetkov has the potential to be the goalie of the future 
here, even better than Alex Nedeljkovic. He’s strong, athletic, 
agile, dynamic, you name it. Kochetkov has happy feet and 
can drift occasionally, but he’s strong enough to snap back 
into position to make a save when he needs to. This next 
season could be tremendous for his development. Whether 
he’s the starter, the backup, or whether he splits starts with 
another goalie, Kochetkov is likely to see more KHL starts 
than he has in the past. He could establish himself as a 
legitimate goalie in that league as well as some consistency 
on his way to becoming an NHL goaltender. Here’s a clip of 
Kochetkov to tide you all over for now. 

Beck Warm 

Warm was impressive during his first few games of the 
season on an AHL contract with Chicago, so the Hurricanes 
elected to sign him to a two-year contract. I was familiar with 
Warm since he had played with Morgan Geekie for a brief 
period in the WHL, and thought that he could be a nice depth 
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goalie for some team. That team ended up being the 
Hurricanes, funnily enough. While I’m still skeptical of 
Warm’s odds at becoming an NHL goaltender, I like that the 
Hurricanes have him in their system. He’s a steady presence 
in goal and can be the starter for Chicago for a number of 
years, if the Hurricanes elect to keep him around after the 
2021-22 season.  

Jake Kucharski 

I’m not sure what to make of Kucharski. He hadn’t played in 
well over a year and currently plays in a conference that is 
known to be significantly weaker than most other 
conferences in the NCAA. Let’s get into the stats first. 
Kucharski went 5-0-0 and appeared in seven games for 
American International College (AIC) this season. In those 
seven games, Kucharski posted a respectable .916 save 
percentage and a nice 1.69 GAA. Not too shabby for a goalie 
that is finding his footing in college hockey. AIC finished as 
the top team in their conference and we could see Kucharski 
return as the starter next season. All that to be said, I still 
don’t know what to make of these numbers. Kucharski’s size 
and overall athleticism make for an intriguing package, but 

I’m not sure if playing in the AHC is going to be enough to 
prepare Kucharski for professional hockey. Not many players 
coming from that conference ever make it in the AHL, much 
less the NHL. So while it’s great that Kucharski is 
experiencing success on the AHC’s best team, I’m not sure if 
I can read too much into those numbers. These next few 
seasons should provide more insight into Kucharski’s future 
as a professional goalie, and there’s always the possibility 
that he transfers to a better program in a year or two.  

At the start of the season, the Hurricanes had a bunch of 
unknowns in their goalie pipeline. Now, they have Beck 
Warm and Eetu Makiniemi as the likely tandem in Chicago, 
Pyotr Kochetkov signed to a contract as the possible goalie 
of the future, and Jack LaFontaine waiting in the wings. 
While the Hurricanes may not be as deep in goal as they are 
at forward, I believe that the team is much deeper in goal 
than they are on defense. As for the upcoming draft, don’t be 
surprised if the Hurricanes select at least one goalie in the 
later rounds. It never hurts to stock up on goalies, after all.
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The Athletic / Stanley Cup Final picks, odds: Expert selections for game 
1 between the Montreal Canadiens and Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff Jun 27, 2021  

 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic NHL writers will 
make their picks straight up. We put our picks,  the latest odds and series 
news for fans to easily digest and follow. Our in-depth coverage from 
every team is linked below the picks.  All lines via BetMGM. If you’d like a 
free year of The Athletic (or an extension!), BetMGM is running a special 
offer, which also includes $100 in bonus bets. 

Game 1 – Montreal Canadiens (+165) at Tampa Bay Lightning (-200) 

Total: 5 

PICK 

Eric Duhatschek 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Sean Gentille 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Scott Burnside 

Montreal Canadiens 

Sean McIndoe 

Montreal Canadiens 

Before the playoffs started, it wouldn’t have been too much of a surprise 
to see the Stanley Cup being fought over by two teams from the Atlantic 
Division. There was one strong bet to make it out of the North and East 
and two out of the Central, including the defending Stanley Cup 
champions. 

Well, the defending Stanley Cup champions made it back to the ball, but 
their dance partners aren’t who many suspected. 

Frankly, I don’t know anyone who suspected the Canadiens would make 
it this far after finishing the season at an 86-point pace in what many 
deemed “the worst division.” Even fewer could’ve imagined it when the 
team fell to a 3-1 series deficit in the opening round, looking 
overwhelmed and overmatched in the process. From that point, the 
Canadiens have been an entirely different club, channeling their early-
season juggernaut energy into a run for the ages. 

They stifled Toronto in three straight games to mount an epic comeback. 
They swept the Jets out of existence with as dominant a series as you 
may ever see. And then to prove they truly belonged, they went toe-to-

toe with Vegas and looked like the better team in the process. Two Cup 
contenders downed, one pretender thoroughly dismantled and Montreal 
is on a playoff run for the ages. 

The Canadiens absolutely belong here and have their toughest 
assignment yet against the Lightning. Once again, Montreal is a heavy 
underdog in this series — just as the Canadiens seem to like it. 

2021 Stanley Cup Final preview  

Stanley Cup playoffs picks records 

RECORD 

Sean McIndoe 

46-32 

Scott Burnside 

43-35 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

41-37 

Eric Duhatschek 

41-37 

Sean Gentille 

40-38 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.28.2021 
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The Athletic / Stanley Cup Final predictions, plus playoff officiating, 
Olympics and next season’s champion 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff Jun 27, 2021  

 

The Stanley Cup Final starts on Monday night with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Montreal Canadiens. All information you likely already 
knew before you clicked on this article.  You also likely assume that most 
of the experts weighing in on this series are picking the defending 
champions to beat the underdog. 

This is why we knew we had to go deeper, make this more interesting, 
more fun than just picking the winner and who will get the Conn Smythe 
Trophy — don’t worry, we do that, too, and we had our Anonymous 
Unplugged Panel do the same. 

Beyond that, we had The Athletic’s NHL team give their opinions on 
playoff officiating, the idea of expanding the playoff field, the changes 
from this season that they want to stay, the 2022 Beijing Olympics and 
the Stanley Cup champion in 2022. 

Let’s get into it. 

Stanley Cup winner? 
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Our panel of 41 voters picked the Lightning to repeat, but it wasn’t as 
one-sided as some of our predictions have been.  It seems like the 
underdog Habs and Marc Bergevin’s lucky red suit are gaining more 
believers. 

Lightning vs. Canadiens 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

MONTREAL CANADIENS 

4.90% 

4 Games 

9.80% 

5 Games 

46.30% 

6 Games 

17.10% 

7.30% 

7 Games 

14.60% 

68.30% 

31.70% 

One of the biggest storylines of this series is the star goaltending 
matchup between Carey Price and Andrei Vasilevskiy. So much for the 
tandem being the best path to success. To get at the heart of this battle, 
we asked our panel a simple question: You have to win one game, who 
do you want in net? Their answer was Vasilevskiy, with 68.3 percent of 
the vote. 

But Price was the second favorite to win the playoff MVP award and the 
only Canadiens player to receive a vote. 

Conn Smythe winner? 

PLAYER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Brayden Point 

39.02% 

Carey Price 

31.71% 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

24.39% 

Nikita Kucherov 

4.88% 

Grading the playoff officiating 

A bad call in the playoffs always gets big attention, and this year the 
hockey world is buzzing every time the rule book seems to be ignored in 
a game. Our panel did not go easy on their grading. 

GRADE PERCENT OF VOTE 

A 

0% 

B 

2.40% 

C 

19.50% 

D 

53.70% 

F 

24.40% 

Starting with the worst of their opinions, some felt the league and NHL 
GMs endorse the lack of calls in the playoffs by not holding the officials 
accountable. 

It was also pointed out that this could be hurting the appeal of the game, 
especially as the star players appear to be silenced by the “let ’em play” 
mentality. 

“What happens in the playoffs diminishes skill and rewards mediocrity,” 
said one writer. “The league should be doing everything it can to 
enhance its star players and create a platform where they can excel, not 
constantly be hooked and held and cross-checked into lesser 
performances by lesser players.” 

And a few were just surprised that anyone is surprised: “Every year, it’s 
the same. Every year, we act like it’s not.” 

Another portion of the panel did not see this as severe a problem as 
some may view it as, saying that allowing the game to flow instead of 
making every ticky-tack call makes the game more enjoyable. 

“The cross-checks are especially glaring and need to be called. … That 
penalty, in particular, needs to be enforced much more,” said another 
writer. “But with that said, I do prefer keeping the thresholds for hooks, 
holds and slashes fairly high, in the interest of flow and pace — even if it 
stifles a bit of offense and incites some controversy along the way.” 

Added another: “They’re an easy target. I think it’s easy to say call the 
rule book but there is a slippery slope if you really read the rule book and 
compare it to game play. You saw it in 2006 when it was a strict 
application and power-play opportunities were double current climate and 
people didn’t like that either. I’m open to ideas of reforms to standards 
and rules, but I don’t think it’s a clear-cut solution.” 

Expanding the playoff field 

Pierre LeBrun recently revisited his idea of expanding the playoffs 
beyond 16 teams. He polled the league’s GMs and found strong support 
for the idea. So we polled our writers. 

Should the playoffs be expanded? 

ANSWER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Yes, absolutely 

22.95% 

Yes, but ... 

29.27% 

No, that is a terrible idea 

48.78% 

A big portion of the panel was against the idea: “Half the league is 
already in the playoffs. That’s more than enough in my opinion.” 

“The playoff race should be exciting and it should feel like it produces 
teams with realistic aspirations for contention,” said a different writer. 

“You want best teams competing in playoffs and not increasing odds of 
fluke series losses,” said a third. 

The idea of a longer postseason was not tolerable to one voter because 
it would create scenarios where more players can get injured: “You want 
the best team of the playoffs winning it all. Not who the healthiest is at 
the end.” 
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Some thought that the wild-card system in place was not that far off from 
a play-in round. 

“Why wouldn’t four teams in each conference play each other in a couple 
of best-of-three series, with the winner advancing to the Stanley Cup 
playoffs proper as a wild card? The solution is right there, and it would 
give the division winners an additional advantage. Win-win.” 

The argument was repeatedly made that expanding the playoff field 
would further devalue the regular season, but those in favor of the idea 
thought the opposite and supported the NBA format as one to emulate. 

As one writer explained: “People object to the idea by saying ‘the regular 
season won’t matter,’ but the beauty of an expanded playoff is that the 
season would matter more. Right now, the only race that really matters is 
the one to finish eighth. Seeding and home ice really don’t matter, so if 
there isn’t a race for eighth in a conference, the last month is a slog. But 
if we expand the playoffs, we suddenly have multiple pressure points. 
The race of 10th would be huge. But so would the race for sixth, since 
teams would want to avoid the play-in round. And the top two teams 
would get a few days of rest before playing a tired opponent, so now that 
matters too. Suddenly there are important games everywhere, not just 
involving a handful of teams.” 

Others thought expanding the field would be smart to increase revenue, 
while some only supported the idea if it meant there was a shorter 
regular season. 

Changes to Keep 

Because we aren’t always negative, we wanted to look at the changes of 
the past year with a glass-half-full attitude by asking what new things 
were introduced this year that we would like to stay. 

There was a lot of love for a shorter regular season after the 56-game 
season flew by.  There was also support for keeping the series-style 
scheduling to reduce travel, also known as the Jonathan Toews 
schedule. The increase in divisional play, maintaining this season’s 
playoff format and keeping the All-Canada division were also favored. 

There was not support for sticking with video call interviews instead of in-
person interviews. Well, there was one person, but we will assume they 
were kidding. 

And there might be one writer anxious for life to return to normal: “Burn it 
all.” 

2022 Beijing Olympics 

Staying in the theme of looking ahead, the Winter Olympics are 
scheduled for next year and the NHL has not finalized the agreement to 
go to Beijing. Despite the lack of finality, our panel strongly believes it will 
happen, with 92.7 percent saying the NHL will be there. 

And when that happens, they think Canada will bring home a gold medal. 

Who will win Olympic gold? 

COUNTRY PERCENT OF VOTE 

Canada 

82.90% 

USA 

12.20% 

Sweden 

4.90% 

2022 Stanley Cup winner 

To close things out, we will go back to where we started — Lord Stanley 
— and asked who will win the Stanley Cup next season? 

TEAM PERCENT OF VOTE 

Colorado Avalanche 

70% 

Carolina Hurricanes 

7.50% 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

7.50% 

Vegas Golden Knights 

7.50% 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

5% 

Florida Panthers 

2.50% 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.28.2021 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Tampa Bay, Montreal and the NHL 
Cinematic Universe 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Jun 27, 2021  

 

The top two teams in the final power rankings of the playoffs are … the 
Colorado Avalanche and Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Just kidding. We have the Stanley Cup finalists ranked 1-2. Which is 
which? You’ll have to wait and see. 

Our fun little theme this week: Every team gets its own Marvel Cinematic 
Universe analog. There’s a reason for that — we promise. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 1 

Series record: Won 4-3 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Thor: This one is obvious. Who else but the god of Lightning (and 
thunder)? Thor is arguably the most powerful Avenger, and that fits the 
Lightning to a T, as they’ve been the most consistently successful 
franchise over the past half-decade or so: a Stanley Cup last year, a Cup 
final berth in 2015, a trio of conference finals appearances, and the best 
regular season of all time sprinkled in between. This season, the 
Lightning lost their best player for the entire year and still managed an 
incredible record — sort of like Thor losing Mjolnir or his eye in 
Ragnarok. The Lightning are back in the Cup final again, their third 
appearance in seven years. It has been an incredible run, and a second 
Cup win would cement Tampa Bay as the league’s most powerful team. 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Last week: 3 

Series record: Won 4-2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 
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Spider-Man: A bit unassuming as far as superheroes go, your plucky 
neighborhood Spider-Man is often underestimated in the MCU. And yet 
there he is, resilient as always for the greater good, ready to meet the 
toughest villains head-on before they even know what’s coming. Montreal 
has thrived as the underdog this postseason, going the distance when 
few figured it could. Amid the chaos, the storied franchise has found a 
way to prevail despite the odds being stacked against it. Like Spider-
Man, the Canadiens had to prove they belong, and now that they’re here, 
no one will be taking them lightly anymore. 

3. New York Islanders 

Last week: 4 

Series record: Lost 4-3 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Captain America: Defense, defense, defense — followed by a quick 
counterattack that’s often executed perfectly. That’s the Islanders, and 
they fit perfectly with the Avenger best known for his shield. The 
comparison goes further than that, though. Consider the Super Soldier 
Serum Steve Rogers took to become Captain America as something 
Barry Trotz gives every player at the start of the season to become their 
best selves. There’s the reputation that both are capital-B Boring, but 
that’s only if you stopped paying attention after the first movie/season. 
There’s also the fact that both spent a little time in Brooklyn, which 
everyone seems to forget. And finally, there’s the intangible element, one 
that can’t be ignored when talking about Captain America or the 
Islanders. Both have the desire to be the best version of themselves, to 
persevere when the going gets tough and to keep fighting — always. And 
who can forget that epic moment from “Avengers: Endgame” when 
Captain America proved worthy enough to wield Thor’s hammer, much 
like the Islanders proved worthy enough to be on the same level as a 
team like Tampa Bay this season, taking the Lightning to seven games. 
The Islanders ultimately lost, but no one can mistake this team for not 
belonging anymore. 

4.Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 2 

Series record: Lost 4-2 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Thanos: Max Pacioretty. Mark Stone. Robin Lehner. Alex Pietrangelo. 
After plucking a talented player from every team in the expansion draft, 
Vegas decided it wouldn’t stop there and collected superstars like they 
were Infinity Stones. Is Jack Eichel the final stone needed to complete 
the Gauntlet and make victory inevitable? Maybe so, after yet another 
heartbreaking loss in the semifinals. After taking down Colorado with 
apparent ease, it was strange to see Vegas outplayed by Montreal, but 
even the most intimidating foes aren’t invincible — something the Stanley 
Cup playoffs prove every season. 

5. Colorado Avalanche (39-13-4, 82 points) 

Vision: The Avalanche are arguably the smartest organization in hockey 
— trade with Joe Sakic at your own peril — and that made them one of 
the league’s strongest teams this season. That fits Vision pretty well 
given his super-intelligence, but he’s more than just a fancy cyborg in a 
sweater vest. He has super strength, super speed and the ability to 
obliterate anyone in his path with the Mind Stone. That fits the Avalanche 
pretty well, especially considering the eventual demise of the team and 
Vision coming at the hands of Vegas/Thanos. 

6. Boston Bruins (33-16-7, 73 points) 

Loki: In terms of heroes and villains, it’s pretty obvious Boston falls in the 
latter category. There are times when the Bruins can trick you into 
likeability, but it’s always only momentary before you realize they’re still 

the Bruins. You can point to Patrice Bergeron and say, “Yeah, they’re all 
right” … and then remember they also have Brad Marchand, master troll. 
That fits Loki’s character arc pretty well, as he’s played both sides during 
the MCU run, though mostly leaning toward the villain side of things. Loki 
has a number of strengths, including sorcery. That’s kind of what it feels 
like when watching Boston’s top line. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes (36-12-8, 80 points) 

Shuri: Might be the smartest character in the MCU. Carolina doesn’t 
really have a superstar, much like Shuri doesn’t have superpowers, but 
both more than make up for it with super smarts. The Hurricanes are one 
of the league’s savviest teams. 

8. Winnipeg Jets (30-23-3, 63 points) 

Hawkeye: The Jets are filled with sharpshooters, so Hawkeye is a natural 
fit for his marksmanship. It’s also because Hawkeye, as a glorified 
Legolas in a world full of mystical power, is one of the most 
underwhelming Avengers outside of his bow-and-arrow chops. Yeah, the 
Jets can snipe, but put them in a fight with a real baddie and they’ll be 
overwhelmed quickly. 

9. Minnesota Wild (35-16-5, 75 points) 

Winter Soldier: At one point, the Wild were NHL villains, boring us to 
death with their defensive brand of hockey. No one wants that, but the 
Wild didn’t know any other way. One could say they were brainwashed, 
much like Bucky Barnes, but they’re both on the right side of the tracks 
now — even if many refused to believe it. After an uber-exciting season 
of hockey, it’s hard not to concede the Wild are one of the good guys. 

10. Florida Panthers (37-14-5, 79 points) 

Black Panther: In this scenario, Dale Tallon is Killmonger, dismissing 
“The Computer Boys” and saying, “Is this your king?” to a decent, albeit 
flawed roster. The Black Panther lost his powers like Florida lost two-
thirds of a second line in the expansion draft, and both became a shell of 
their former selves. Eventually, Tallonmonger was defeated, order was 
restored and the Panthers finally fulfilled some of their promise with a 
strong regular season. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins (37-16-3, 77 points) 

Iron Man: Main characters, lots of firepower — one met his end, and the 
other is close. Also, Iron Man, Steel City, things of that nature. 

12. Washington Capitals (32-17-7, 71 points) 

Doctor Strange: The Capitals continue to defy not only Father Time but 
also the sheer logic of how most teams win in this league. They find a 
way, bending and altering space and time to continuously reach 
contender status. 

13: Nashville Predators (31-23-2, 64 points) 

Drax: “I’ve mastered the ability of standing so incredibly still that I 
become invisible to the eye.” For some reason, that quote made me think 
of the Predators, a team that has quietly become that irrelevant middle-
table team that everyone forgets. For the past few years, the Predators 
have been standing perfectly still in mediocrity. 

14. Edmonton Oilers (35-19-2, 72 points) 

Captain Marvel: An overpowered superhero feels apt for a team led by 
the past two Hart Trophy winners (assuming Connor McDavid wins this 
year’s in a landslide and hopefully unanimously). It’s even more apt when 
you consider Captain Marvel basically disappeared for the entirety of 
“Avengers: Endgame” and that the Oilers were a complete playoff no-
show. 

15. St. Louis Blues (27-20-9, 63 points) 

Falcon: Is technically an Avenger in the same way the Blues are 
technically Stanley Cup champions. It happened, it’s real, but no one 
really cares. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 28, 2021 

 

16. Toronto Maple Leafs (35-14-7, 77 points) 

Mysterio: So this whole idea started because of this article — one that so 
perfectly described the Leafs that it inspired an NHL Cinematic Universe. 
The Leafs are villains, so naturally, they get a villain from the MCU. 
Mysterio feels like an all-too-perfect fit. The holographic “bad guys” 
Mysterio uses as a ploy to make himself look heroic? That’s Toronto 
beating up on the North Division in a meaningless regular season. The 
arrogance throughout his master plan, culminating in Mysterio tricking 
Peter Parker into giving him Tony Stark’s special glasses? That’s the 
team and fan base caught up in their own hubris, thinking this was finally 
the year after such a strong regular season and a 3-1 series lead. That 
Mysterio’s entire schtick is just smoke and mirrors mixed with some 
technology and smartest-guy-in-the-room syndrome is the icing on top. 
Naturally, he’s defeated in the end — partly by a plucky underdog with 
the will of a warrior, partly by himself for believing he’s God’s gift to the 
earth. 

17. Dallas Stars (23-19-14, 60 points) 

War Machine: The Stars seemed primed for big things after a Cup final 
berth last season but were ravaged by injuries this season. War Machine 
suffered a similar fate in “Captain America: Civil War” that left his legs 
paralyzed. 

18. New York Rangers (27-23-6, 60 points) 

Ant-Man: After a strange offseason, it’s clear the Rangers’ higher-ups 
want to see the team get bigger and tougher, sacrificing its identity of 
speed, skill and finesse. It’s sort of like Ant-Man becoming Giant-Man 
briefly during “Captain America: Civil War” — a bit clumsy and not Ant-
Man at his best, but it could work if done right. 

19. Chicago Blackhawks (25-25-7, 55 points) 

Agatha Harkness: Charmed everyone for a while and wound up a 
supervillain. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers (25-23-8, 58 points) 

Rocket Raccoon: What’s grittier than a smart-mouthed, bounty-hunting, 
misanthropic raccoon? Also, bits of Bradley Cooper’s Philly accent made 
it into the performance. It’s a miracle Rocket didn’t end up wearing a 
Flyers jersey at some point — though there’s still another “Guardians of 
the Galaxy” movie left, but who knows? 

21. Arizona Coyotes (24-26-6, 54 points) 

Star-Lord: The most chaotic Avenger doesn’t know when to shut up. 
“Chaos” is Arizona’s middle name, and “doesn’t know when to shut up” 
fits the new ownership group perfectly. 

22. Calgary Flames (26-27-3, 55 points) 

Talos: At one point, Talos and the very concept of a Skrull felt pretty 
threatening. By the end of “Captain Marvel,” you just feel bad for them. 
Poor Flames. 

23. San Jose Sharks (21-28-7, 49 points) 

Red Skull: Came tantalizingly close to a world takeover. Now banished to 
the hinterlands. Almost literally in purgatory. 

24. Los Angeles Kings (21-28-7, 49 points) 

Black Widow: One of the most important characters and also someone 
who met an … anti-climactic end. But, wait! It might be time to introduce 
some new characters and try to turn back the clock a bit. 

25. Ottawa Senators (23-28-5, 51 points) 

Michelle Jones (MJ): Spider-Man’s only weakness. If Montreal wins it all, 
give us a Sens-Habs series just to be sure we didn’t miss the real best 
team in hockey. 

26. Vancouver Canucks (23-29-4, 50 points) 

J. Jonah Jameson: Repeatedly foiled by Spider-Man (Montreal). 
Frequently wrong about almost everything, and sensationalizing it in the 
process. Sometimes following the Canucks and their doings feels like 
reading the Daily Bugle’s Vancouver edition. 

27. Detroit Red Wings (19-27-10, 48 points) 

Hank Pym: The original Ant-Man got out of the hero game for a while — 
his choice — then came back in a big way. The Red Wings are on track 
for something similar. 

28. New Jersey Devils (19-30-7, 45 points) 

Groot: Adult Groot was pretty powerful in his heyday and was capable of 
creating a strong defensive shell, but he’s in full rebuild mode now, going 
from little sapling to Baby Groot to Teenage Groot. Time will tell if the 
new Adult Groot will be as strong as the old one. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets (18-26-12, 48 points) 

Hulk: Remember how excited Thor was to fight Hulk because they were 
friends from work and then Hulk beat him to a pulp? That’s Columbus 
and Tampa Bay in 2019, of course. This year, though, the Blue Jackets 
just couldn’t get The Green Guy out, struggling to play up to their usual 
standard. 

30. Anaheim Ducks (17-30-9, 43 points) 

Jane Foster: Remember Natalie Portman in the first Thor movie? Dom 
had to google it. 

31. Buffalo Sabres (15-34-7, 37 points) 

The Scarlet Witch: This works on a couple of levels. Wanda Maximoff 
went from being fairly irrelevant to extremely important — like, 
everything-revolves-around-her important in a hurry. She holds the key to 
the next phase of Marvel movies, just like the Sabres hold the key to the 
offseason. In this analogy, Eichel is … the multi-verse maybe? Things 
are starting to fall apart. The other reason this works? She’s the most 
traumatized character in the game. Wanda has Seen Some Stuff. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ opportunity to win Stanley Cup means 
everything to Price, Weber 

 

Eric Engels  June 27, 2021, 4:29 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que.— They are the first players who come to mind when 
you think about these Montreal Canadiens, two players at the foundation 
of their success and two players entering the Stanley Cup Final on a 
mission to have their names removed from the list of all-time greats to 
have never hoisted hockey’s silver chalice. 

Not to say this means more to Shea Weber and Carey Price than it does 
to anyone else in a Canadiens uniform, but it unquestionably means 
everything to them. They are Canadian legends, world champions at 
every level who have combined to play 1,745 regular season games and 
179 more in the Cup Playoffs without ever getting this far And now, on 
the back nine of their respective careers, they both realize they might 
never get a better chance than the one that’s currently in front of them. 

Their teammates know it, too. 

Stream the Stanley Cup Playoffs with Sportsnet NOW 

Livestream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, blackout-free. Plus 
get the NHL Draft, Free Agency, Blue Jays & MLB, NBA Playoffs 
matchups and more. 
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“It’s pretty crazy, just getting to be with them every day and see what 
they do on a day-to-day basis and how well they take care of themselves 
and how much this moment means to them because they’ve been 
playing for it their whole lives,” said Cole Caufield, who’s just three 
months into his NHL career and already on the precipice of 
accomplishing the dream Weber and Price have pursued at this level 
since he was in grade school. 

“Just to be able to share this with them, it’s been a lot of fun, but you see 
how serious this is,” Caufield added. “I saw that right away when I first 
stepped in the room. 

“This is for them at this point.” 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Caufield sees importance of this opportunity for veterans like Weber, 
Price 

Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin built this team for Weber and 
Price. He may have been more inclined to spend over $100 million to 
improve the roster over the off-season based on what he saw in young 
centres Nick Suzuki and Jesperi Kotkaniemi in last year’s bubble 
playoffs, but he said seeing both his captain and his star goaltender also 
perform at the height of their abilities crystalized his vision for what the 
Canadiens could become as early as this year. 

The GM has always felt this way about Weber and Price. When Bergevin 
traded P.K. Subban to the Nashville Predators in 2016, he said what he 
was acquiring in Weber was “a diamond in the rough.” When he signed 
Price to an eight-year, $84-million contract in July of 2017, he said, 
“Goalies are not important until you don’t have one…It’s a position that’s 
really hard to find, and we have, in my opinion, our opinion, one of the 
best in the business, so I’m going to keep him and make sure he’s here 
for the rest of his career.” 

Bergevin has seen both players give heart and soul to the Canadiens 
over the years, he heard their appeals to put together a team that could 
reward their efforts, and he spoke on Sunday about what it means to him 
to have finally provided. 

“Well, those two gentlemen,” Bergevin started, “Pricey and Webby, it is 
special because they are the oldest of our players as far as of the 
backbone of this team. They’ve been through a lot, these two. Pricer as a 
goaltender in Montreal, as we know, it’s demanding, there’s a lot of 
expectation. Yeah, we do have a special relationship…Also, Webby, he 
came here as part of a trade where PK was traded… And I know there’s 
a lot of people that were guessing or second-guessing this transaction. 
And again, to get something that special you have to give up a good 
player. So I’m not taking anything away from PK, but to get Shea Weber 
here in Montreal, and what he brings on and off the ice—for me, it’s 
special and we’re four wins away from winning a championship (and that 
would) be ultra-special. So that’s where this relationship is.” 

It’s one of mutual respect, with both Weber and Price grateful to Bergevin 
trading for Suzuki and Tomas Tatar and drafting Kotkaniemi and Caufield 
in the years leading up to last summer’s decisions to bring in Jake Allen, 
Joel Edmundson, Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson, Corey Perry and Michael 
Frolik. 

“Obviously, he did a lot of good things,” said Weber. “Filled some holes 
for us this off-season, and it’s paying off right now.” 

Moves for Eric Staal, Jon Merrill and Erik Gustafsson ahead of this year’s 
trade deadline have also paid dividends but were heavily scrutinized prior 
to the playoffs beginning. 

It’s all part of the ups and downs Bergevin has experienced over the past 
few months, and just a small sample of the turbulence he’s weathered in 
nine seasons on the job. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Price has been through it all—and then some—since being drafted fifth 
overall by the Canadiens in 2005. He was an instant success as MVP of 

the Calder Cup Playoffs in the Hamilton Bulldogs’ run to an AHL 
championship in 2007, elevated to a starting role with Montreal a season 
later, bumped down to backup during the team’s run to the 2010 Eastern 
Conference Final and bumped out of the 2014 ECF when New York 
Rangers forward Chris Kreider crashed into him and injured his knee. 

He experienced the highs of lifting the Hart, Lindsay, Vezina and 
Jennings Trophies in 2015 and has suffered many lows since, with the 
Canadiens failing to score the goals to support his best playoff 
performances and with him failing to prevent enough pucks from getting 
by him in failed regular seasons. 

This past year, Price’s struggles played a hand in Claude Julien and Kirk 
Muller being replaced by Dominique Ducharme and Alex Burrows, and 
they were at the heart of Sean Burke taking over from Stephane Waite as 
goaltending coach. 

But Bergevin reaffirmed his belief in Price upon making those decisions 
and has since taken a front-row seat to watching him answer his critics 
with a Conn Smythe-worthy performance to get to this point of the 
playoffs. 

Remaining Time -1:16 

Richardson praises Price ahead of goalie matchup with Vasilevskiy 

The two enjoyed something special after the Canadiens beat the Vegas 
Golden Knights to advance to the Final, an embrace that stands as one 
of the resonating Images from an unforgettable night. 

“We’ve gone through a lot together here in his tenure and gone through a 
lot of great times, a lot of hard times, and I was just happy to share a 
joyful moment with him,” the 33-year-old Price said. “He’s really earned 
it.” 

For Bergevin, no player has earned this opportunity more than Price. 

“I guess the expression we could use is he’s a big-game player,” the GM 
said. “He rises to the occasion. He does extremely well under pressure. 
In big moments, like the Olympics, he was outstanding. I was part of the 
management group at the World Cup, he was outstanding. When the 
game is on the line…I think they had a poll at some point in the past, if 
you need a big game to win, who you want to be your goaltender? It’s 
Carey Price. I think what you see now, it’s how he’s been.” 

Lightning general manager Julien Brisebois, who was a member of the 
Canadiens brass when Price was drafted, said, “He’s got a Hall of Fame 
career if he retires right now.” 

The same could be said of Weber. 

What the Sicamous, B.C. native has been throughout these playoffs has 
fit perfectly with the legacy he’s built as one of the toughest and best 
defencemen in the world since he was drafted in 2003. He came into 
them with a busted left thumb and hurt his right one early in the Vegas 
series, but he’s soldiered on and played more an average than any 
player still remaining. 

Remaining Time -0:50 

Weber reflects on journey to Stanley Cup Final with Canadiens 

As partner Ben Chiarot said, Weber’s been an inspiration to everyone in 
Montreal’s room and has epitomized the workmanlike approach that has 
guided this Canadiens run. 

“I think the thing with Webby is once we hit the ice it’s all business. 
There’s no messing around,” said Chiarot. “He wants everything done 
exactly the way the coaches said it’s (to be) done. And I think that’s a big 
reason why he’s been so successful as a player—his attention to details, 
his seriousness once we hit the ice. And off the ice, he’s got a 
relationship with everybody in the room. The young guys—he’s dad to 
the young guys, and he’s buddies with all the older guys. He connects 
with everybody, and I think that’s why he’s considered one of the best 
captains in the league.” 
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A Cup would cement Weber’s status as one of the best ones ever. 

It would also propel Price further up the hierarchy of the greatest 
goaltenders in league history. 

“It’s been something we’ve been working towards our whole lives,” Price 
said, “and finally getting the opportunity, we’re just looking forward to it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lightning’s connection to Canadiens runs deep ahead of 
Stanley Cup Final 

 

Chris Johnston  June 27, 2021, 6:16 PM 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — When Julien BriseBois first started working for the 
Montreal Canadiens, they gave him an office next to the one Jean 
Beliveau kept at the Bell Centre. 

The early days of his hockey career were shaped by the organization’s 
alumni. BriseBois was raised in the Montreal suburb of Greenfield Park 
and got hired by the team as a 24-year-old lawyer in 2001, leaning 
heavily on the experiences of Bob Gainey, Guy Carbonneau, Rick Green, 
Roland Melanson, Pierre Mondou and Rejean Houle. 

“I was learning a lot more than I was contributing at that point,” he says 
now, on the verge of watching his Tampa Bay Lightning face the 
Canadiens in the Stanley Cup Final. “I asked them a lot, a lot, a lot of 
questions and they were very generous in sharing their experiences.” 

With that kind of education, BriseBois understands better than most what 
the pursuit of a 25th championship means in Montreal. How this 
unexpected playoff run has reverberated across the province over the 
last six weeks and sent thousands into the streets on Saint-Jean-Baptiste 
Day to celebrate the berth in the Final. 

And how several members of the Lightning have now gone from friend or 
family member to foe. 

“There aren’t too many sports organizations where people write songs on 
the team and they become hits,” Brisebois said Sunday in French. “We’re 
very conscious – we have a number of Quebecers in our organization – 
we know we have eight million opponents that we will need to beat if we 
want to win the Stanley Cup.” 

It was only in this pandemic-altered season that the Canadiens and 
Lightning could even meet with a championship on the line. They both 
usually play out of the Atlantic Division, and faced one another in Round 
1 in 2014 and Round 2 in 2015. 

It’s unusual for a Canadian player to go against his hometown team in a 
Stanley Cup Final because a decade has passed since anyone last had 
the chance — when Milan Lucic’s Boston Bruins beat the Vancouver 
Canucks in 2011. 

The Lightning are loaded with Quebec connections. Yanni Gourde and 
David Savard were both raised as Canadiens fans in the province, as 
was Alex Killorn in the Montreal suburb of Beaconsfield. Extras Mathieu 
Joseph, Alex Barre-Boulet and Daniel Walcot are all from Quebec, too. 

Then you have BriseBois, director of hockey operations Mathieu Darche, 
director of player development J.P. Cote, goaltending coach Frantz Jean 
and strength coach Mark Lambert, among others. 

Killorn said his text messages from 514 area codes have been pretty civil 
so far, but only because he’s got friends hoping to score tickets off him. 
He knows that even those wishing him good luck probably don’t mean it 
sincerely. 

“Listen, I understand how important this is to the city of Montreal,” said 
Killorn. “I grew up there, I grew up a Montreal Canadiens fan. I’m happy 
for the city: They’ve been locked down and [under] curfew and for them 
to get this? 

“It’s exciting, for sure.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

The Stanley Cup is destined to spend a fair amount of time in Montreal 
this summer no matter who wins this series. And not just because that’s 
where it’s engraved with the winner’s names each year. 

Gourde is from Saint-Narcisse and scored the only goal in the Game 7 
victory over the Islanders to get Tampa here. The prospect of playing his 
boyhood team is so exciting that he’ll be reminding himself to stay calm 
in the leadup to Game 1 on Monday night. 

“It’s big, honestly. It’s very big,” Gourde said in French. “I’m excited for 
the challenge. I can’t wait for it to start, for that puck to drop, to leave all 
this aside and just play hockey, to battle against the Canadiens. 

“We know how good they are, how tight they play, how hard it’s going to 
be to generate scoring chances. We’re looking forward to the challenge, 
it’s big for me and for the team.” 

There are big historical undertones to a series that will be contested in 
the heat of late June and early July. The Canadiens can extend their 
NHL-best championship total by winning one that few thought possible as 
recently as two months ago. And the Lightning are trying to go back-to-
back and claim their franchise’s third title in the process. 

BriseBois has had a huge hand in their recent success, joining Tampa in 
2010 to serve as Steve Yzerman’s right-hand man before taking over the 
GM post from him in 2018. He’s tried to transport some of the Canadiens’ 
culture to a place where many Canadians come to escape the harsh 
winter months. 

“When Steve and I started putting the program together here, obviously 
he was coming in from a great organization, the Detroit Red Wings, and 
they had had a lot of success and so he was bringing those lessons to 
our management group and I was bringing experiences and lessons that 
I had learned in another great organization, the Montreal Canadiens,” 
said Brisebois. 

“We kind of put all of those experiences together in trying to build the 
team that we have here and the organization that we have here.” 

The last organization still standing between the Canadiens and the 
Stanley Cup. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How the Stanley Cup Final-bound Montreal Canadiens 
were built 

 

Emily Sadler June 27, 2021, 9:46 AM 

 

Marc Bergevin always keeps things interesting. 

It feels like every year, there are both musings about his job security and 
marvelling about his ability to pull off bold trades (and even bolder suits). 
This year alone, the Montreal Canadiens general manager went from the 
hot seat to being a GM of the year finalist. 

After years of constantly adjusting his roster and toeing the line between 
rebuilding and contending, Bergevin has finally found the formula for a 
Stanley Cup run. 
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All but two players — franchise cornerstones Carey Price and Brendan 
Gallagher — were initially brought in by Bergevin, and the majority 
originally landed in Montreal via trades. 

Here’s a look at how this 2020-21 Montreal Canadiens roster came 
together. 

TRADES 

Here’s where Bergevin does most of his work. Never afraid of making a 
splash on the trade market, Bergevin has made a career out of bold 
transactions — particularly when it comes to our favourite kind: the good 
old player-for-player hockey trade. This year, Bergevin’s deadline deals 
saw him take advantage of his ample draft capital. What’s more 
impressive is that he’s still got all of his first- and second-round picks for 
the next three years. 

Between this past off-season and April’s trade deadline, Bergevin added 
six players via trades for the 2020-21 campaign. 

The 2020 trade-and-signs: 

2020 | Josh Anderson, RW 

via Columbus, in exchange for Max Domi 

Both Anderson and Domi were RFAs in need of new contracts and fresh 
starts. Bergevin wasted no time locking up Anderson with a seven-year, 
$38.5-million contract upon his arrival. 

2020 | Joel Edmundson, D 

via Carolina, in exchange for 2020 fifth-round pick 

By trading for the pending UFA, Bergevin bought himself some crucial 
negotiation time with the top-four d-man, who won the Stanley Cup with 
St. Louis in 2018. 

2020 Jake Allen, G 

via St. Louis, in exchange for a 2020 third-round pick + seventh-round 
pick 

Ever since Price took the starting role for the Canadiens, there’s never 
been a question about who owns the crease. But No. 2 has been a 
different story, especially in recent years as the Habs struggled to find a 
suitable, steady backup. Bringing in Allen, and investing a little more in 
net by handing him a two-year, $5.75-million extension, was crucial in 
keeping Montreal afloat during Price’s injury absence and helped ease 
the workload, too. Clearly, that’s paid off as Price has been unbeatable 
this post-season. 

Another note from this trade: The third-rounder sent to the Blues was the 
one acquired from Washington in the Kovalchuk trade at the 2019-20 
deadline. 

Low-risk deadline deals: 

March 2020 | Eric Staal, C 

via Buffalo, in exchange for a 2021 third-round pick + 2021 fifth-round 
pick 

Sending a pair of picks to Buffalo in exchange for a veteran leader who 
knows how to win was Bergevin’s way of telling the rest of the North that 
he wasn’t waiting for deadline day to make his move. Staal brings a 
dependable two-way game and some much-need depth down the middle 
in a bottom-six role that’s proven clutch through this post-season. 

April 2020 | Erik Gustafsson, D 

via Philadelphia, in exchange for 2022 seventh-round pick 

There’s no single recipe for playoff success, but… bulking up your blue 
line feels like the closest thing. 

April 2020: Jon Merrill, D 

via Detroit, in exchange for Haden Verbeek + 2021 fifth-round pick 

In Gustafsson and Merrill, Bergevin was able to buy some much-needed 
veteran depth. 

Previous trades throughout Bergevin’s tenure: 

2018 | Nick Suzuki, C + Tomas Tatar, LW/RW 

via Vegas, in exchange for Max Pacioretty; Montreal also received a 
2019 second-round pick 

The Canadiens ended an era when they dealt their captain to Vegas, and 
also put to rest the many swirling rumours of trade talks. Tatar, who 
hasn’t played since Round 1 against the Maple Leafs due to injury, had a 
career year in his first season with Montreal and then topped that point 
total in his second. 

Suzuki makes up a major part of the Canadiens’ bright future, his strong 
chemistry with newcomer Cole Caufield and increasingly strong play 
down the middle ushering in a new and exciting chapter for Montreal. 

2018 | Joel Armia, LW 

via Winnipeg, in exchange for Simon Bourque; Montreal also received 
Steve Mason and two late-round picks 

Bergevin took on Mason’s cap in the Jets’ salary-shifting move, 
immediately buying out the final year of the goaltender’s deal, while 
landing a solid depth forward in Armia, an RFA at the time. 

2017 | Jonathan Drouin, LW 

via Tampa Bay, in exchange for defenceman Mikhail Sergachev and a 
2018 conditional second-round pick; Montreal also traded a 2018 
conditional sixth-round pick 

When the Canadiens take on Tampa Bay in the Stanley Cup Final, they’ll 
get a first-hand look at what could’ve been: Lighting defence partners 
Mikhail Sergachev and Ryan McDonagh. Both were Canadiens 
prospects to start their respective careers, with Sergachev being selected 
ninth overall by Bergevin in 2016 and McDonagh 12th in 2007, way 
before Bergevin’s time. 

Montreal needed some offensive firepower, and Drouin brought that — 
that he did so in his home province was extra special. He hasn’t been 
with the team throughout the post-season, with the club announcing in 
April his indefinite leave for personal reasons. 

2016 | Shea Weber, D 

via Nashville, in exchange for P.K. Subban 

It’s not a very well-known trade, and definitely isn’t revisited and re-
assessed often, so you probably haven’t heard of it. Let’s move on. 

2016 | Phillip Danault 

via Chicago, in exchange for Dale Weise and Tomas Fleischmann; 
Montreal also received a 2018 second-round pick 

Bergevin knew exactly what kind of player he was getting when he traded 
for Danault five years ago. After all, the longtime executive was assistant 
general manager of the Blackhawks when Chicago drafted Danault 26th 
overall in 2011. 

Looking back on this one, and considering how instrumental Danault has 
been during this incredible run to the Stanley Cup Final, it’s safe to say 
this transaction was one of Bergevin’s best. As for the second-round pick 
they also acquired alongside Danault, that wound up being Alexander 
Romanov. 

2015 | Jeff Petry, D 

via Edmonton, in exchange for a 2015 second-round pick + conditional 
fifth-round pick 
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Petry has been a strong, steady presence for Montreal and is as 
composed as they come, with offensive production to boot. 

2020 FREE AGENCY SIGNINGS 

Clearly, trades are Bergevin’s bread and butter — but this year, he 
dabbled in free agency and is looking incredibly smart for it. 

Tyler Toffoli, LW 

2020 | Four years, $17 million ($4.25M AAV) 

After upping his value in a short stint in Vancouver, it was surprising to 
see the Canucks let him walk last fall. Toffoli has been excellent since 
landing in Montreal, leading the club in goals and points in the regular 
season (28 goals, 44 points) and throughout the playoffs (five goals, 14 
points). 

2020 | Corey Perry, RW 

One year, $750,000 

Just like he did in Dallas last year, Perry brings a physical presence, 
winning experience, and that signature clutch gene to Montreal that every 
Cup Final team needs. 

2019 | Ben Chiarot, D 

Three years, $10.5 million 

Along with Weber, Petry, and Edmundson, Chiarot makes up one of the 
most efficient blue lines in these playoffs, a crucial top-four defender 
who’s been a workhorse this spring. 

DRAFTED 

Of those on Montreal’s regular rotation, just seven players were originally 
drafted by the Canadiens. Of those seven, five were drafted by Bergevin 
— including two of the most exciting young forwards of this new era of 
Habs hockey: 

2019: Cole Caufield, RW | first round, 15th overall 

2018: Jesperi Kotkaniemi, C | first round, 3rd overall 

2018: Alexander Romanov, D | second round, 38th overall 

2014: Jake Evans, D | seventh round, 207th overall 

2013: Artturi Lekhonen, LW | second round, 55th overall 

Bergevin inherited Gallagher (fifth round, 147th overall, 2010) and Price 
(first round, 5th overall, 2005). Price was drafted early in Bob Gainey’s 
seven-year tenure, while Gallagher was selected by his successor, Pierre 
Gauthier. He’s made sure to build around both of them, locking both 
crucial players up to long-term deals and never leaving any doubt about 
their value to the organization. 

Overall, the Canadiens have eight first-rounders on the roster, with Price, 
Kotkaniemi, and Caufield being the only three originally draft by Montreal. 
Other first-rounders on the roster: 

Nick Suzuki, C: 13th overall, 2017, Vegas 

Joel Armia, LW: 16th overall, 2011, Buffalo 

Phillip Danault, C: 26th overall, 2011, Chicago 

Eric Staal, C: 2nd overall, 2003, Carolina 

Corey Perry, RW: 28th overall, 2003, Anaheim 

WAIVERS 

2015 | Paul Byron, LW 

Six years after scooping up the forward off waivers from Calgary, 
Bergevin — who twice signed Byron to keep him in Montreal since 
picking him up — has thrice waived the forward himself this season to 
send him to the taxi squad and navigate the salary cap. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.28.2021 


