
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • June 29, 2021 

 

 

Hurricanes will have to wait longer for outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes fans will have to wait longer than 
expected to see an outdoor hockey game in Raleigh. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, in a news conference 
Monday, said that an NHL Stadium Series game would be 
held in Nashville, Tennessee, and hosted by the Predators in 
the 2021-22 season. The Tampa Bay Lightning will be the 
Preds’ opponent in the Feb. 26 game at Nissan Stadium, the 
first outdoor hockey game in Nashville. 

The Winter Classic will be in Minnesota on Jan. 1, 2022, 
matching the Wild and St. Louis Blues. A Heritage Classic 
game also will be played in March in Canada, at a site to be 
determined. 

The league initially had plans to schedule an outdoor game 
in Raleigh in the 2021-22 season. The game was postponed, 
Bettman saying, “We’ll be back at some point. It’s just a 
question of timing, stadium logistics and the like. We are very 
much looking forward to having an outdoor game in Carolina 
and we will schedule another one at some point.” 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a 
statement Monday that the decision to postpone the game 
for a year was a mutual agreement “to assure a safe 
environment in front of a packed house at Carter-Finley 
Stadium.” 

After years of negotiations with the NHL and N.C. State, the 
Hurricanes were selected for their first outdoor game 
experience in February 2020. At the time, Bettman said 
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon was “relentless” in his pursuit 
of the event and added, “It’s a testament to the great fan 
base that we’ve always known has been in the Triangle.” 

But the NHL announced in December 2020 that the outdoor 
game scheduled for Feb. 20, 2021, at Carter-Finley Stadium 
was being postponed because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

The Canes’ game at Carter-Finley was scheduled to be the 
12th NHL Stadium Series game and the 32nd NHL regular-
season outdoor game overall. Carter-Finley would have been 
the sixth college football facility to host an outdoor hockey 
game, joining Michigan Stadium, Navy-Marine Corps 
Memorial Stadium, Minnesota’s TCF Bank Stadium, Notre 
Dame Stadium and Air Force’s Falcon Stadium.
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Hurricanes fan survey results: Cup confidence, Dougie Hamilton anxiety and so much Rod 
Brind’Amour love 

By Sara Civian 

At the start of the weekend, we asked subscribers to 
participate in The Athletic’s annual Hurricanes fan survey. 

Nearly 900 of you responded with your thoughts on 
everything from the general state of the franchise to the 
goaltending to hanging conference championship banners. 
This exercise is always interesting to me, so I wanted to 
thank you for your participation — without your engagement, 
this doesn’t work. 

Here are the results: 

Which best describes your feelings about the current state of 
the Hurricanes franchise? 

Well, that’s a good sign: More than 97 percent of you are at 
least a bit optimistic about the Canes, with 17.5 percent 
thinking they’re going to win the Cup next season. It’d be 
interesting to revisit this after the offseason and see if 
anything has changed based on the moves the Canes make 
— or the moves they don’t make. For now, though, the 
Hurricanes have established themselves as a perennial 
playoff team, and fans expect them to win. 

How should the Hurricanes approach this offseason? 

In my perfect world, the Hurricanes would sign Dougie 
Hamilton this offseason for less than $8.5 million average 
annual value over eight seasons, and that’s what the 
overwhelming majority (70.9 percent) of you think, too. After 
that, it’s close, but the next most popular option is signing 
him at all costs, then going for a big name that isn’t him, then 
staying the course. Most of you agree, though, that it’ll be a 
disappointment if Hamilton isn’t signed and nothing else 
happens. 

On a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest, how confident 
are you that the Hurricanes will win the Stanley Cup in the 
next five years? 

Only six of you seriously doubt the Hurricanes will win the 
Cup in the next five years, and only 32 of you give it a 2 out 
of 5. The majority give it at least a 4 out of 5 chance, and 858 
of 896 at least a 3. 

What do you think about Tom Dundon’s approach to owning 
the team? 

Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon is at it again with the 
unconventional business (in the hockey world) this 
offseason, granting Hamilton the permission to speak to 
other teams ahead of the free-agency period to establish his 
market value. 

Opinion on this approach is only slightly divided among fans, 
with 67.7 percent of you liking it, 24.1 percent indifferent and 
only 8.1 percent disliking it. Coach Rod Brind’Amour re-

iterated his own faith in Dundon when he signed a three-year 
extension with the Canes: 

“The commitment that we have from (owner Tom Dundon), a 
lot gets said, but I know he wants to win,” he said. “And that’s 
the kind of guy you want to work for.” 

How important is it for the Hurricanes to sign UFA Dougie 
Hamilton? 

The majority of you think it’s anywhere from somewhat 
important to very important to get a contract with Hamilton 
done. Only 8.1 percent of you view this as “not important.” 
That would explain the anxiety looming around this 
offseason. 

Should they hang a Central Division Champions banner? 

In normal times, this might have been a “No,” and I’ve joked 
about it before. But hey, this was an incredibly tough year 
and everything is worth celebrating. It has never been harder 
to win in the NHL. Discover Central Division Champions for 
life. 

Which player are you hoping the Kraken take in the 
expansion draft? 

This question was a write-in. 

First, the funny answers: 

• “Can’t they just leave us alone?” 
• “Aren’t John Forslund and Ron Francis enough?” 
• “Hopefully me” 
• “bro i’ve completely forgotten what the expansion rules 
even are” 
• “Take a Jake, any Jake (No Jaccobs)” 

An overwhelming amount of the serious responses were 
either Jake Bean or Jake Gardiner, and many of you 
responded “one of the Jakes.” Warren Foegele and Brady 
Skjei were next most popular, with a few stray votes for Nino 
Niederreiter. Of course, there were hopes that the Kraken 
will take some AHLer, but let’s be real. 

How should the Hurricanes proceed with RFA Warren 
Foegele? 

Speaking of Foegele, reports that he is seeking more ice 
time have surfaced, and he could probably find that 
elsewhere around the league. More than 60 percent of you 
think the Canes should either trade the restricted free agent 
forward or expose him in the expansion draft. 

Which of these UFAs is it most important for the Hurricanes 
to re-sign? 

After Hamilton, your unrestricted free agent priority is Brock 
McGinn. More than two-thirds of you think he’s the most 
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important to re-sign out of McGinn, Jordan Martinook, Cedric 
Paquette and Petr Mrazek. 

Is Alex Nedeljkovic the guy? 

And if the Canes don’t sign Mrazek, what’s their plan? A 
whopping 93.5 percent of you believe that Alex Nedeljkovic 
is ready to be the Hurricanes’ No. 1 goalie. 

Generally, how confident are you in the Hurricanes’ current 
front office? 

*Smiles in mock turtleneck* 

What do the Hurricanes need to do to take the “next step”? 

There’s been so much talk of the “next step” for the 
Hurricanes. What does that mean to you? 

For 54.2 percent of you, it means one more big-name 
forward, and that makes sense because scoring depth has 
been an issue during the postseason. A significant, 30.4 
percent of you believe that extra gear is already here, and 
the young core just needs to keep getting its reps in. If you 
ask me, it’s a little Column A, a little Column B. 

After that, some of you still want to see a proven, veteran 
netminder, and then write-in responses (the missing chunk of 
the pie chart) are all over the place, from “Get tougher” to 
“Acquire (Connor) McDavid for a conditional 3rd.” 

Now, time for the best question of the survey: 

How much do you love Rod Brind’Amour? 

It truly made my day reading through 896 of these 
responses. 

• “The only things I love more are my mom and Tripp Tracy.” 
• “I don’t love Rod the Bod. I fear him.” 
• “More than is appropriate.” 
• “He IS the Canes.” 
• “Whatever he deadlifts x 100.” 
• “As much as my tomato plants love the sun.” 
• “More than my own father.” 
• “Does he want one of my kids?” 
• “Yes.” 
• “Slightly behind wife and first born. SLIGHTLY.” 
• “I have a poster of him on the ceiling. My wife thinks it’s 
weird.” 
• “Brick wall repair services across the Triangle have 
increased 500%” 
• “He gave my kid a signed stick with an uplifting message 
written on it in the middle of my kid’s chemo. One of the two 
times I saw him smile that year. Point me at the effing brick 
wall.” 
• “Would take a bullet for him (leg or arm).” 
• “I would let him kill me.” 
• “I named my car after him.” 
• “If I could give him everything I own it would not feel like 
enough.” 
• “I’m sorry I ever doubted.”

 

 

 

Canes outdoor game at Carter-Finley postponed 

By Chris Lea 

Raleigh, N.C. — The much anticipated Carolina Hurricanes 
outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium will have to wait 
another year. 

Monday, Hurricanes General Manager Don Waddell 
released a statement with the announcement and explained 
why. 

"Earlier his year, we came to a mutual agreement with 
league officials that it would be in our organization's best 

interest to postpone the outdoor game by one season in 
order to assure a safe environment in front of a packed 
house at Carter-Finley Stadium," Waddell said. "We can't 
wait to showcase our amazing fans in the very near future." 

The outdoor game was originally supposed to be played this 
past season, but was postponed due to COVID-19. Now fans 
will have to wait until the 2022-2023 NHL season for this 
game to finally be played.
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Calder Trophy winner to be announced 

Kaprizov, Robertson, Nedeljkovic up for award given to top 
rookie in NHL 

By David Satriano 

Winners of the 2021 NHL Awards presented by Bridgestone 
will be announced throughout the Stanley Cup Semifinals 
and Stanley Cup Final.  

The winner of the Calder Trophy will be announced Tuesday 
during a 30-minute show (7:30 p.m. ET; NBCSN, SN, TVAS) 
in which the five remaining regular-season trophies will be 
awarded. 

Here is a look at the three finalists: 

Kirill Kaprizov, Jason Robertson and Alex Nedeljkovic were 
named finalists for the Calder Memorial Trophy. 

The award is given annually to the best rookie in the NHL as 
voted on by the Professional Hockey Writers Association. 

Kaprizov, a 24-year-old forward, led NHL rookies in goals 
(27), points (51), power-play goals (eight) and shots on goal 
(157) in 55 games for the Minnesota Wild. He finished 
second in even-strength points (38) and power-play points 
(13), and was tied for third in plus/minus rating (plus-10). He 
led the Wild in goals, points, points per game (0.93) and 
overtime goals (two), and scored three game-winning goals. 
Kaprizov, who averaged 18:18 of ice time per game and had 
a shooting percentage of 17.2 percent, scored the most 
goals, assists and points by a rookie in Wild history. 

"I think just dealing with him he's a lot like (what) we're trying 
to build here with the franchise," Wild coach Dean Evason 
said. "It's great to get recognized but his ultimate goal is to 
win and win a Stanley Cup. He says all the right things and 
does all the right things. I'm not surprised that he's extremely 
humble with that." 

Kaprizov, who led Minnesota (35-16-5) to a third-place finish 
in the Honda West Division and a berth in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, would be the first Wild player to win the award. 

"Obviously, [winning] would make it a little bit easier, having 
such a tough season and leaving in the first round of the 
playoffs, obviously it would make things a little bit better," 
Kaprizov said. "But honestly I'm the type of person that 

doesn't really look for personal accolades. I'd much rather 
have the team win and have the team do better than my own 
personal gains." 

Robertson, a 21-year-old forward, led NHL rookies in assists 
(28) and even-strength points (39), and was tied for first in 
plus/minus (plus-13) in 51 games for the Dallas Stars. He 
was second in points (45) and tied for second in goals (17). 
Robertson was second on the Stars in points behind Joe 
Pavelski (51) and third in shots on goal (127) in 16:53 of ice 
time per game. 

Robertson would be the third Stars/Minnesota North Stars 
player to win the award, joining Bobby Smith in 1978-79 and 
Danny Grant in 1968-69. 

Nedeljkovic, a 25-year-old goalie, was 15-5-3 for the 
Carolina Hurricanes and tied for the NHL rookie lead in 
shutouts (three) with Ilya Sorokin of the New York Islanders. 
Nedeljkovic's 1.90 goals-against average and .932 save 
percentage led all NHL goalies who played at least 20 
games. He allowed two goals or fewer in 16 of his 23 starts 
and helped the Hurricanes (36-12-8) finish first in the eight-
team Discover Central Division. 

"I mean, we wouldn't be where we are right now without 
him," Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. "From that 
standpoint, we're thrilled for him. He's grinded in the 
[American Hockey League] for a while, got his chance this 
year. He took full advantage of it. We're thrilled for him. It's 
awesome to see him have the success he's had and be 
named as a finalist." 

Nedeljkovic would be the second Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers player to win the award and first since Jeff Skinner 
in 2010-11. He also would be the first goalie to win the 
Calder since Steve Mason of the Columbus Blue Jackets in 
2008-09. 

"I think it's great, I think it's deserved," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "He had a great year for us, no question 
about it. I'm happy for him to get recognized. … It's well 
deserved." 

Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar won the 
Calder Trophy last season.
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Minnesota’s Target Field to host 2022 NHL Winter Classic 

Target Field, the home of the Minnesota Twins, will host the 
2022 NHL Winter Classic on Jan. 1, 2022, between the 
Minnesota Wild and St. Louis Blues. 

The Winter Classic between the Wild and Blues, originally 
scheduled for Jan. 1, 2021, was postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

This will be the Wild’s first NHL Winter Classic and the Blues’ 
second appearance in four years, having faced the Chicago 
Blackhawks at Busch Stadium in St. Louis in 2017. 

The NHL also announced that the Nashville Predators will 
host the Tampa Bay Lightning at Nissan Stadium, the home 
of the Tennessee Titans, for the NHL’s Stadium Series on 
Feb. 26, 2022. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had plans to host a Stadium Series 
game at Carter-Finley Stadium during the 2020-21 season, 
but the game was postponed due to the ongoing pandemic.  

Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell 
said in a statement Monday that it was a mutual decision 
with the NHL to postpone the outdoor event by one season 
“to assure a safe environment in front of a packed house at 
Carter-Finley Stadium.” 

Carter-Finley Stadium is home to the North Carolina State 
Wolfpack and would be the sixth college football facility to 
host an NHL game, following in the footsteps of Notre Dame 
Stadium, Michigan Stadium, Minnesota’s TCF Bank Stadium, 
Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium, and Air Force’s 
Falcon Stadium.

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Stadium Series game won’t happen in 2021-22 

The Canes’ long-awaited outdoor game will not be played 
this upcoming season. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Update: Don Waddell issued the following statement on the 
Hurricanes’ Stadium Series game:  

Ever since it was formally announced in February 2020 that 
the Hurricanes would host an NHL Stadium Series Game at 
Carter-Finley Stadium, Canes fans have been highly 
anticipating the event. It seems they’re going to have to wait 
a good bit longer.  

After the game was postponed from its originally scheduled 
date of Feb. 20, 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was 
expected that the game would be held during the 2021-22 
season instead. This will not be the case.  

During a media availability with NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman and Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly ahead of game 
one of the Stanley Cup Final, the NHL’s list of events for next 
year was conspicuously absent.  

Bettman did say the league will schedule an outdoor game in 
Raleigh, but did not give a date. 

However, Michael Russo of The Athletic reported that the 
Hurricanes deferred the game to the 2022-23 season. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252431813.html 

https://theathletic.com/2677837/2021/06/28/hurricanes-fan-survey-results-cup-confidence-dougie-hamilton-anxiety-and-so-much-rod-brindamour-
love/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-outdoor-game-at-carter-finley-postponed/19748179/ 
https://www.nhl.com/news/2021-calder-trophy-finalists-announced/c-325143072 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/minnesotas-target-field-host-2022-nhl-winter-classic/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/28/22554810/carolina-hurricanes-carter-finely-stadium 
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Hurricanes will have to wait longer for outdoor game at Carter-Finley 
Stadium 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER JUNE 28, 2021 07:11 PM,  

 

Carter-Finley Stadium is seen in this iPhone panorama in February 2019. 
The cones on the field mark an approximate location for an outdoor 
hockey rink. 

Carolina Hurricanes fans will have to wait longer than expected to see an 
outdoor hockey game in Raleigh. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, in a news conference Monday, said 
that an NHL Stadium Series game would be held in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and hosted by the Predators in the 2021-22 season. The 
Tampa Bay Lightning will be the Preds’ opponent in the Feb. 26 game at 
Nissan Stadium, the first outdoor hockey game in Nashville. 

The Winter Classic will be in Minnesota on Jan. 1, 2022, matching the 
Wild and St. Louis Blues. A Heritage Classic game also will be played in 
March in Canada, at a site to be determined. 

The league initially had plans to schedule an outdoor game in Raleigh in 
the 2021-22 season. The game was postponed, Bettman saying, “We’ll 
be back at some point. It’s just a question of timing, stadium logistics and 
the like. We are very much looking forward to having an outdoor game in 
Carolina and we will schedule another one at some point.” 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a statement 
Monday that the decision to postpone the game for a year was a mutual 
agreement “to assure a safe environment in front of a packed house at 
Carter-Finley Stadium.” 

After years of negotiations with the NHL and N.C. State, the Hurricanes 
were selected for their first outdoor game experience in February 2020. 
At the time, Bettman said Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon was 
“relentless” in his pursuit of the event and added, “It’s a testament to the 
great fan base that we’ve always known has been in the Triangle.” 

But the NHL announced in December 2020 that the outdoor game 
scheduled for Feb. 20, 2021, at Carter-Finley Stadium was being 
postponed because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

The Canes’ game at Carter-Finley was scheduled to be the 12th NHL 
Stadium Series game and the 32nd NHL regular-season outdoor game 
overall. Carter-Finley would have been the sixth college football facility to 
host an outdoor hockey game, joining Michigan Stadium, Navy-Marine 
Corps Memorial Stadium, Minnesota’s TCF Bank Stadium, Notre Dame 
Stadium and Air Force’s Falcon Stadium. 

News Observer LOADED: 06.29.2021 
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Hurricanes fan survey results: Cup confidence, Dougie Hamilton anxiety 
and so much Rod Brind’Amour love 

 

By Sara Civian Jun 28, 2021  

 

At the start of the weekend, we asked subscribers to participate in The 
Athletic’s annual Hurricanes fan survey. 

Nearly 900 of you responded with your thoughts on everything from the 
general state of the franchise to the goaltending to hanging conference 
championship banners. This exercise is always interesting to me, so I 
wanted to thank you for your participation — without your engagement, 
this doesn’t work. 

Here are the results: 

Which best describes your feelings about the current state of the 
Hurricanes franchise? 

Well, that’s a good sign: More than 97 percent of you are at least a bit 
optimistic about the Canes, with 17.5 percent thinking they’re going to 
win the Cup next season. It’d be interesting to revisit this after the 
offseason and see if anything has changed based on the moves the 
Canes make — or the moves they don’t make. For now, though, the 
Hurricanes have established themselves as a perennial playoff team, and 
fans expect them to win. 

How should the Hurricanes approach this offseason? 
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In my perfect world, the Hurricanes would sign Dougie Hamilton this 
offseason for less than $8.5 million average annual value over eight 
seasons, and that’s what the overwhelming majority (70.9 percent) of you 
think, too. After that, it’s close, but the next most popular option is signing 
him at all costs, then going for a big name that isn’t him, then staying the 
course. Most of you agree, though, that it’ll be a disappointment if 
Hamilton isn’t signed and nothing else happens. 

On a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest, how confident are you that 
the Hurricanes will win the Stanley Cup in the next five years? 

Only six of you seriously doubt the Hurricanes will win the Cup in the next 
five years, and only 32 of you give it a 2 out of 5. The majority give it at 
least a 4 out of 5 chance, and 858 of 896 at least a 3. 

What do you think about Tom Dundon’s approach to owning the team? 

Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon is at it again with the unconventional 
business (in the hockey world) this offseason, granting Hamilton the 
permission to speak to other teams ahead of the free-agency period to 
establish his market value. 

Opinion on this approach is only slightly divided among fans, with 67.7 
percent of you liking it, 24.1 percent indifferent and only 8.1 percent 
disliking it. Coach Rod Brind’Amour re-iterated his own faith in Dundon 
when he signed a three-year extension with the Canes: 

“The commitment that we have from (owner Tom Dundon), a lot gets 
said, but I know he wants to win,” he said. “And that’s the kind of guy you 
want to work for.” 

How important is it for the Hurricanes to sign UFA Dougie Hamilton? 

The majority of you think it’s anywhere from somewhat important to very 
important to get a contract with Hamilton done. Only 8.1 percent of you 
view this as “not important.” That would explain the anxiety looming 
around this offseason. 

Should they hang a Central Division Champions banner? 

In normal times, this might have been a “No,” and I’ve joked about it 
before. But hey, this was an incredibly tough year and everything is worth 
celebrating. It has never been harder to win in the NHL. Discover Central 
Division Champions for life. 

Which player are you hoping the Kraken take in the expansion draft? 

This question was a write-in. 

First, the funny answers: 

• “Can’t they just leave us alone?” 

• “Aren’t John Forslund and Ron Francis enough?” 

• “Hopefully me” 

• “bro i’ve completely forgotten what the expansion rules even are” 

• “Take a Jake, any Jake (No Jaccobs)” 

An overwhelming amount of the serious responses were either Jake 
Bean or Jake Gardiner, and many of you responded “one of the Jakes.” 
Warren Foegele and Brady Skjei were next most popular, with a few 
stray votes for Nino Niederreiter. Of course, there were hopes that the 
Kraken will take some AHLer, but let’s be real. 

How should the Hurricanes proceed with RFA Warren Foegele? 

Speaking of Foegele, reports that he is seeking more ice time have 
surfaced, and he could probably find that elsewhere around the league. 
More than 60 percent of you think the Canes should either trade the 
restricted free agent forward or expose him in the expansion draft. 

Which of these UFAs is it most important for the Hurricanes to re-sign? 

After Hamilton, your unrestricted free agent priority is Brock McGinn. 
More than two-thirds of you think he’s the most important to re-sign out of 
McGinn, Jordan Martinook, Cedric Paquette and Petr Mrazek. 

Is Alex Nedeljkovic the guy? 

And if the Canes don’t sign Mrazek, what’s their plan? A whopping 93.5 
percent of you believe that Alex Nedeljkovic is ready to be the 
Hurricanes’ No. 1 goalie. 

Generally, how confident are you in the Hurricanes’ current front office? 

*Smiles in mock turtleneck* 

What do the Hurricanes need to do to take the “next step”? 

There’s been so much talk of the “next step” for the Hurricanes. What 
does that mean to you? 

For 54.2 percent of you, it means one more big-name forward, and that 
makes sense because scoring depth has been an issue during the 
postseason. A significant, 30.4 percent of you believe that extra gear is 
already here, and the young core just needs to keep getting its reps in. If 
you ask me, it’s a little Column A, a little Column B. 

After that, some of you still want to see a proven, veteran netminder, and 
then write-in responses (the missing chunk of the pie chart) are all over 
the place, from “Get tougher” to “Acquire (Connor) McDavid for a 
conditional 3rd.” 

Now, time for the best question of the survey: 

How much do you love Rod Brind’Amour? 

It truly made my day reading through 896 of these responses. 

• “The only things I love more are my mom and Tripp Tracy.” 

• “I don’t love Rod the Bod. I fear him.” 

• “More than is appropriate.” 

• “He IS the Canes.” 

• “Whatever he deadlifts x 100.” 

• “As much as my tomato plants love the sun.” 

• “More than my own father.” 

• “Does he want one of my kids?” 

• “Yes.” 

• “Slightly behind wife and first born. SLIGHTLY.” 

• “I have a poster of him on the ceiling. My wife thinks it’s weird.” 

• “Brick wall repair services across the Triangle have increased 500%” 

• “He gave my kid a signed stick with an uplifting message written on it in 
the middle of my kid’s chemo. One of the two times I saw him smile that 
year. Point me at the effing brick wall.” 

• “Would take a bullet for him (leg or arm).” 

• “I would let him kill me.” 

• “I named my car after him.” 

• “If I could give him everything I own it would not feel like enough.” 

• “I’m sorry I ever doubted.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 06.29.2021 
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The Athletic / Andrei Vasilevskiy vs. Carey Price: Who is the best goalie 
in the world? 

 

By Joe Smith Jun 28, 2021  

 

Nikita Kucherov met Andrei Vasilevskiy when they were teenagers in 
Russia. 

The two were touted prospects in the country’s development system, and 
Vasilevskiy — the 6-foot-3 goalie — always found a way to stand out. 
Kucherov saw the same relentless work ethic and compete level in 
Vasilevskiy at 16 as you see now in the Vezina Trophy winner. 

“He wants to be better and he wants to be No. 1,” Kucherov said. “And, 
as we can see, he is.” 

That would spark debate in Montreal, where Carey Price, 33, is 
considered the best goaltender in the world. Price, a former Hart Trophy 
winner who led Canada to a gold medal in 2014, has often been cited as 
the standard-bearer at the position the past decade. But Vasilevskiy, 26, 
has been closing in, with a likely second Vezina Trophy coming Tuesday 
and potentially backstopping back-to-back Stanley Cups. The recent 
NHLPA poll of around 500 players had Vasilevskiy winning in a landslide 
as the league’s top goaltender (54 percent), with Price — the No. 1 pick 
the previous three years — third at 8.25 percent. 

Could this year’s Stanley Cup Final go a long way in settling the debate? 
It’s Price and Vasilevskiy’s first head-to-head matchup in the playoffs and 
just the second time two Vezina Trophy winners have competed for the 
championship. Dominik Hasek and Ed Belfour were the last two Vezina 
winners, back in 1999 with Buffalo and Dallas in the final. 

“It’s a big personal challenge,” Vasilevskiy said. “In the game of hockey, 
you’ve got to beat the guy on the other side. And you’ve got to be better 
than him. So I’ll give it my best and I hope to do whatever I can to beat 
him. It’ll be interesting for the fans, for the experts, for everybody.” 

(Via Moneypuck.com) 

Price has backstopped an underdog Canadiens team to wins over the 
Maple Leafs, Jets and Golden Knights in the first three rounds, with his 
playoff numbers (2.02 goals-against average. .934 save percentage) very 
similar to Vasilevskiy’s (1.99, .936). Vasilevskiy has clinched the 
Lightning’s past four series, including the 2020 Cup Final, with a shutout, 
which is an NHL record. NHL Network analyst Kevin Weekes, a retired 
goaltender, believes Vasilevskiy “has a chance to be in the top five of all 
time.” 

But has Vasilevskiy already surpassed Price as the best goalie of this 
generation? Some aren’t ready to pass the torch. 

“Vasilevskiy is the best goalie in the world, and there’s no denying that,” 
said former NHL goaltender Martin Biron. “He’s so good technically, so 
athletic, and incredibly fast. He’s got all the tools. He’s won a Cup, he’s 
been there. But Carey Price, I don’t think Vasilevskiy has gotten to that 
level yet. Although Vasilevskiy has been incredible in the last few years 
and won the Cup, I still think Carey Price the name, his demeanor, his 
presence, who he is and what he’s accomplished, it carries so much 
weight. 

“I think Vasilevskiy is the best goalie, but Carey Price has that it factor 
right now that you can’t look past.” 

Carey Price (Jean-Yves Ahern / USA Today) 

Lightning GM Julien BriseBois is in the unique position of having been 
part of drafting both Price and Vasilevskiy. 

BriseBois was part of the Canadiens front office in 2005 when Price was 
picked fifth. 

“At the time, our group considered him to be a generational prospect at 
the goaltender position,” BriseBois said. “Now, that draft was 2005, so 
we’re 16 years later, to see that he has realized that potential, he’s got a 
Hall of Fame career if he retires right now.” 

BriseBois was an assistant GM with the Lightning when they selected 
Vasilevskiy seven years later with their second first-round pick, 19th 
overall. Vasilevskiy, too, was considered a generational prospect, 
drawing comparisons to Russian legend Vladislav Tretiak. Vasilevskiy 
might have been a top-five pick, too, but he had two things going against 
him: He was Russian, and he was a goalie, both of which can limit draft 
position. But BriseBois said the hockey world knew Vasilevskiy was a 
special prospect, and “had the potential to be the best goalie in the 
world.” 

“You look at the size and skill level, he blew you away,” scouting director 
Al Murray said. “You follow him as a player up until the draft, he was a 
special player from the first time I saw him at age 15. He was the best 
Russian goalie to come through since Tretiak, and those kinds of 
comparisons were being made at a young age. 

“He played in three Under-18 world championships, world junior, KHL 
playoffs as an 18-, 19-year-old. He’s been through a lot of pressure 
situations. I’ve never ever seen him falter or flounder, or look 
overwhelmed. He’s one of the most mature people I’ve ever been around 
at a young age.” 

Vasilevskiy and Price’s styles are different, however. “Price is smooth, 
elegant, very efficient in his movements,” Weekes said. “But when he 
needs to, he has the power and agility to turn it on. He’s very controlled 
and a very elegant goalie. He’s hyper-competitive, but can play with a 
very low heart rate, which is rare.” 

Weekes has said Vasilevskiy is like Eric Lindros in net (the two both wore 
No. 88), with his power and explosiveness really standing out. 

“There’s more cadence in how he plays,” Weekes said. “He’s very 
powerful, very athletic and when he needs it, super flexible too.” 

Jose Theodore, who won the Hart Trophy with the Canadiens, said 
Vasilevskiy’s first seven years statistically are very similar to the first 
seven of Hall of Famers Martin Brodeur and Patrick Roy. Theodore 
compared Vasilevskiy’s athleticism to Dominik Hasek, who said of the 
Lightning goaltender, “He’s a great goalie, he never gives up. He’s big, 
he’s quick. He’s acrobatic. He’s the reason why Tampa won the Cup, and 
now they’re one of the top teams.” 

“What I like about Vasilevskiy is he’s not your typical goalie,” Theodore 
said. “He doesn’t play like Price or (Ben) Bishop, who always play the 
same system, can tell they have the same butterfly. Vasy is more 
athletic, where it doesn’t always look pretty, but he’ll do whatever it takes 
to stop the puck. He’s still very solid technically but lets his reaction play 
a big part. That’s why you see a lot of highlight saves. Some guys might 
quit on the play, but he’ll drive and throw his glove. 

“I have no problem saying he’s the best goalie in the league.” 

Biron believes Price has the ability to get into opponents’ heads, as 
evident in the series victory over the Golden Knights. He noted how 
many times Vegas missed the net with shots while trying to be too fine, 
too perfect. 

“That’s the Carey Price Effect right now,” Biron said. “He has that effect 
on shooters. You saw it in the Toronto series, saw it in the Winnipeg 
series and saw it in the Vegas series. For me, that’s what he does. He’s 
just almost playing mind games with you. I remember (Jonathan) 
Marchessault saying after Game 1, ‘No Carey Price isn’t in our heads.’ If 
you’re addressing it, he is in your head.” 

Those who have played with Price bring up the weight he has to carry as 
the centerpiece of the franchise, which hasn’t always had the kind of 
supporting cast Vasilevskiy has with the Lightning. 

“The team is built around him, he’s the main piece,” said former Montreal 
and Lightning backup Peter Budaj. “It’s not taking away from Vasy. He’s 
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the backbone of the Lightning. But they have a lot of superstars up front, 
which is something Montreal doesn’t have. Carey is their biggest piece, 
and they’re really a team standing on him. They don’t have the 
Kucherovs and Stamkos’ and Points and Hedmans.” 

CAREY PRICE REGULAR SEASON: 1.05 GOALS AGAINST PER XGA. 

CAREY PRICE PLAYOFFS: 0.73 GOALS AGAINST PER XGA. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/QHLVF0OLJS 

— MICAH BLAKE MCCURDY (@INEFFECTIVEMATH) JUNE 25, 2021 

Budaj may be the only goalie to have backed up both Price and 
Vasilevskiy. 

He saw a lot of similarities in terms of their work ethic, how much pride 
they took in their practices, how athletic they were, and how they were so 
down to earth. 

“And the team loved to play for them,” Budaj said. 

Budaj recalled that during the 2013 season, Price invited him over his 
house in Montreal. Budaj joked Price was the typical Western Canadian 
kid who drove a pickup truck and loved the rodeo. Budaj said Price 
enjoyed practicing roping, having a machine in his garage with a 
mechanical steer. 

Budaj said he had to learn the basics of how to do it, but Price was — of 
course — a natural. 

“He was really good,” Budaj said. “He’s really good at everything it seems 
like.” 

Another similarity between Price and Vasilevskiy is how religion plays a 
role in their lives and their careers. Praying is part of Vasilevskiy’s 
pregame routine, with the Lightning goaltender having an image of God 
painted on the back of his mask. He’s kept a plaque of Saint Andrew, the 
first follower of Jesus Christ, in his dressing room stall since he was a 
rookie. Vasilevskiy, along with his wife, Ksenia and their 3-year-old son 
Lukas, are known to visit St. Gregory’s Russian Orthodox Church in 
Tampa on many Sundays. 

Vasilevskiy has met Russian Orthodox Bishop Patriarch Kirill a few times, 
calling it one of the best experiences of his life. 

“In church, I find myself,” Vasilevskiy said. “It’s where I can come and talk 
to myself, just be with myself one-on-one. Sometimes, I need to set my 
mind, set my spirit. Especially when it’s tough times. It helps a lot. 

“A lot of guys are (praying), but nobody probably talks about it. It’s 
personal, but I respect that.” 

Price listens to a podcast, “Church on the Move,” which allows him to 
hear his favorite sermons during a hectic playing and traveling schedule. 
He said his faith helps him stay grounded and humble, and he’ll often 
pray for the safety of other players before games. 

“It helps you see the perspective,” Budaj said. “It helps you be thankful 
for what’s going on. You play your best when you feel the outcome is out 
of your hands. It helps you focus on the task at hand and you don’t get 
distracted.” 

The steadying presence of Vasilevskiy and Price allows their teams to 
play more freely, with confidence, and not worrying about mistakes. 
Steven Stamkos pointed out a breakaway by the Islanders’ Anthony 
Beauvillier early in Game 7 on Friday. Vasilevskiy made the stop and 
kept it 0-0. “It goes in, it’s a different story,” Stamkos said. “Vasy is our 
rock.” 

So who is better? If you look at career playoff numbers, they’re pretty 
close. 

GOALIE RECORD GAA SV% SHUTOUTS 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

45-28 

2.28 

0.923 

5 

Carey Price 

42-41 

2.34 

0.92 

8 

In 86 playoff games, Price has saved 0.45 more goals than expected, 
which equates to 0.01 per 60 minutes, according to Evolving-Hockey. In 
76 playoff games, Vasilevskiy has saved 17.61 more goals than 
expected, which is a rate of 0.23 per 60. During the regular season? 
Vasilevskiy has saved 12.11 more goals than expected in 42 games, 
good for a rate of 0.29 per 60. Price had a rough regular season, saving 
8.11 fewer goals than expected (-0.33 per 60). 

Here are Price and Vasilevskiy’s playoff numbers from 2020 and 2021 
side by side. Price had a tough regular season — by his standards — in 
2019-20, saving 11.04 fewer goals than expected. But he bounced back 
to have a strong postseason, a primary reason the Canadiens advanced 
past Pittsburgh in the play-in round. In this season’s playoffs, it may look 
like Vasilevskiy and Price are close in save percentage, but Vasilevskiy 
has allowed a lower rate of goals, has had a tougher workload and has 
responded better against that tougher workload. 

   

(Charts by Shayna Goldman) 

“I guess the expression we could use is he’s a big-game player,” 
Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin said of Price. “He rises to the occasion. 
He does extremely well under pressure. In big moments, like you 
mentioned the Olympics, he was outstanding. I was part of the 
management group at the World Cup, he was outstanding. When the 
game is on the line … I think they had a poll at some point in the past, if 
you need a big game to win, who you want to be your goaltender, it’s 
Carey Price.” 

How both Vasilevskiy and Price fare in this series could go a long way in 
who hoists hockey’s holy grail. 

And it could further add to the debate of who is actually the best in the 
world? 

“Vasilevskiy is right there. He’s already won a Cup, been an All-Star, won 
a Vezina,” said Lightning color analyst Brian Engblom, a two-time Cup 
champ with the Canadiens. “Carey hasn’t won the Cup yet; it’s the only 
thing he hasn’t. It’s a team sport, and you’ve got to be on the right team 
at the right tie. This is his chance right now. All I’m saying is, that passing 
of the torch, Carey might say, ‘I’m not ready. If it’s still in my hand, it’s in 
my hand,’ I don’t expect him to retire anytime soon. 

“I’ve already coined Vasilevskiy as the best in the world, a lot of people 
do. But I’d be reluctant in saying it’s the passing of the torch.” 
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Cup Final rooting guide for every other fan base 
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The Montreal Canadiens are in Tampa tonight to kick off the first round of 
the Atlantic Division playoffs. (Checks notes.) Nope, wait, apparently this 
is the Stanley Cup Final. Huh. Got to be honest, I did not see this 
matchup coming. Not many of us did. But it’s been pretty much the 
weirdest season in NHL history, so let’s roll with it. 

One thing that hasn’t changed from past seasons: Two teams made the 
final, which means everyone else didn’t. That means it’s time for one of 
my favorite annual columns, as we go through all of the other 30 teams 
and try to figure out which of the finalists they should be rooting for. In 
theory, this year delivers a classic David vs. Goliath matchup, with the 
defending champs facing a huge underdog that everyone should be 
rooting for. Does it actually work out that way? Let’s find out. 

As always, these are suggestions only, and if you’ve already made up 
your mind then you’re free to stick with that pick. But if you’re on the 
fence or open for discussion, let’s see if we can talk you into one side or 
the other. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Last year, I told Ducks fans they should root for Corey Perry’s team to 
beat the Lightning in the final. It’s always nice when the hockey gods give 
me an excuse to recycle content. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Arizona Coyotes 

The Canadiens won 24 games during the regular season, just like the 
Coyotes. By the transitive property of playoff success, that means that if 
they win the Cup then Arizona is knocking on the door too. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Boston Bruins 

This is a tough matchup for Bruins fans, who aren’t exactly going to be 
shoving each other out of the way to get on the Lightning bandwagon 
after their recent Atlantic Division rivalry. But come on — no self-
respecting Bruins fan can possibly cheer for the Habs, right? Of course 
not. I’m guessing a lot of Boston fans will choose “none of the above,” but 
if we have to pick one team, the choice is clear … 

Pick: Lightning 

Buffalo Sabres 

If you’re a Sabres fan searching desperately for some small ray of hope, 
good luck finding it in a Lightning team that seems miles ahead of 
anything the Sabres could ever imagine being anytime soon. Then you 
see a Habs team that finished with almost the same record as Buffalo 
just last season, and you think … maybe? 

Pick: Canadiens 

Calgary Flames 

Hold on, everyone. Timeout. 

Canada, huddle up, we need to talk. 

I’ve been doing this gimmick for years now, but this is the column’s first 
season where we’ve had a Canadian team in the final. That means we 
have to consider the whole “Canada’s Team” debate again. Should a 
Canadian fan cheer for the country’s last remaining team, out of 
patriotism or obligation or whatever, and root for them to end the nation’s 
28-year Cup drought? Or does it work the other way, where any decent 
Canadian fan will root against the country’s other teams out of spite? 

There’s a right answer here, but let’s skip the debate entirely, if only 
because having six Canadian entries that were all a cut-and-paste of the 
same Canada’s Team stuff wouldn’t be very interesting. Instead, I’m 
going to assume that any Canadian fans who feel strongly one way or 
the other already know what team they’re riding with, and I’ll focus on 
coming up with recommendations for anyone who doesn’t really care and 
just wants the best bandwagon to hop on. 

So with that said … the Flames. They have some Stanley Cup Final 
history with the Habs, splitting a pair of showdowns in the 1980s that 
included Calgary’s only championship in 1989. That’s worth something, 
as is lingering bad blood over the 2004 final against Tampa Bay. Now 
mix in the fact the Flames finished with more wins than the Canadiens 
this season (and went 6-3-0 against them in the regular season), which 
kind of sort of means that if the Habs win, Calgary was actually better 
than the Cup champs. Look, don’t think too hard about it, just go with it. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Carolina Hurricanes 

There’s more history between the Hurricanes and Canadiens than you 
might think, and I’m still bitter that we only wound up with half of the 
ultimate Team Chaos final. Still, this one doesn’t feel all that difficult. The 
Hurricanes saw their season end at the hands of the Lightning, and the 
Habs have Carolina legend Eric Staal. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Chicago Blackhawks 

The Hawks are another team that was tied with the Canadiens in regular 
season wins. But more importantly, Marc Bergevin’s overlapping 
windows approach to building this team feels a lot like what Chicago is 
trying to pull off. Seeing it work just about perfectly would be a nice proof-
of-concept for Blackhawks fans wondering if they’re on the right track. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Colorado Avalanche 

Avs fans should root for the Lightning, for two reasons. First, you’ve built 
a high-skill roster and it would be nice to see that approach win out over 
a more defensive mindset. And second, even if you don’t know it, you’ve 
got some Quebec Nordiques buried down in your fan DNA, and that 
means you hate the Habs. 

Pick: Lightning 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

I briefly got excited and thought Aaron Portzline was going to answer this 
question for me, but he punted. As Aaron points out, both teams have a 
former Blue Jackets player in a key role — Josh Anderson in Montreal 
and David Savard in Tampa Bay. (The Lightning also have Curtis 
McElhinney as their backup goalie.) Those probably come close to 
canceling out, so we’ll look elsewhere. It’s tempting to pick Montreal, 
because them winning would remind Columbus fans that a so-so team 
that everyone counts out and that pulls off a coaching change can win it 
all. But I’m going to go with Tampa Bay, because if they win again then 
the Blue Jackets can go another year claiming that they were the last 
team to beat the defending champs in the playoffs. 

Pick: Lightning 

Dallas Stars 

You couldn’t beat the Lightning for the Cup last year, do you really want 
to see an 18th place team waltz in and do it now? 

Pick: Lightning 

Detroit Red Wings 

Huh. Is there still some lingering loyalty to the team Steve Yzerman 
helped build? Or do you fall back on Original Six nostalgia, maybe mixed 
with the fact that a Habs win would mean the Red Wings could say that 
they haven’t lost to the Cup champs in over two years? 

I pushed Wings fans toward the Lightning last year and a lot of them 
didn’t like it; there’s apparently more bad blood in that rivalry than the rest 
of us might expect. I’m guessing they won’t like this pick either, but 
consider it penance for being the team responsible for the dismantling of 
the last championship roster Montreal had. 
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Pick: Canadiens 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers are the only North Division playoff team that didn’t get 
bumped off by the Habs, so there’s no ill will there. Instead, we can point 
out the presence of a pair of former Oilers blueliners who are writing cool 
postseason stories: Jeff Petry, who started his career in Edmonton 
before being given away traded to Montreal, and temporary coach Luke 
Richardson, who played more games with the Oilers than any other team 
in his 21-year career. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Florida Panthers 

After almost three decades, we finally got our first Battle of Florida this 
year, and it was … fine? I think it was fine. It feels like it was a long time 
ago, to be honest, but I seem to remember there was some bad blood, a 
few plots twists, and at least one game that was legitimately amazing. 
But the key point here is this: Florida fans, you did not wait all this time to 
finally have a rivalry with the Lightning just to turn around and root for 
them in the final. Screw those guys. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Los Angeles Kings 

Another tough one. The Tyler Toffoli factor has to play in here, after he 
won a Cup with you and left on good terms once the rebuild started. But 
there’s also the 1993 final, when the Canadiens used a cheap stick 
measurement to steal a first Cup you ended up waiting almost two more 
decades for. Would it be ridiculous and petty to still be holding a grudge 
after nearly 30 years? Yes, it would, welcome to being a hockey fan. 

Pick: Lightning 

Minnesota Wild 

The Canadiens are a notoriously middle-of-the-pack team that doesn’t 
have an elite center but does have an exciting rookie and an aging 
former Predators player on the blueline, plus a GM who played for eight 
different NHL teams during his playing career. You’re practically twins. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Nashville Predators 

I’m sure some Predators fans will still have to hold their nose when it 
comes to rooting for Corey Perry, but come on, you have to be pulling for 
OGWAC Shea Weber to get his first Cup here. 

Pick: Canadiens 

New Jersey Devils 

Having the Canadiens win the Cup by shutting down the Lightning on 
their way to winning four mind-numbingly dull 2-1 slogs might finally spell 
the end of that whole “the 1995 Devils ruined hockey by inventing the 
concept of defense” narrative. 

Pick: Canadiens 

New York Islanders 

When you lose to a team in the conference final, some fans would argue 
that you should put any lingering bitterness aside and cheer them on as a 
sign of respect. Those fans are psychopaths. 

Pick: Canadiens 

New York Rangers 

The Rangers and Lightning used to have an ongoing exchange program, 
but now Ryan McDonagh is pretty much the only connection that’s left, 
so that’s not really a factor anymore. What is: The Lightning keep making 
Islanders fans sad. 

Pick: Lightning 

Ottawa Senators 

There’s got to be some support for Luke Richardson, who used to coach 
the Sens’ AHL team. But there’s an immutable law of the hockey 
universe that says you never cheer on a hated rival in the Stanley Cup 
Final. Do the Canadiens and Senators have a rivalry? Eh, maybe not, but 
Ottawa fans seem to think they do, and that’s close enough. 

Pick: Lightning 

Philadelphia Flyers 

There’s still a lot of runway left on the whole Cam York conversation, but 
do you really want to see Cole Caufield out there scoring the Stanley Cup 
winner knowing you’ll have to go through months of this second-
guessing? 

Pick: Lightning 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Are Pens fans still holding grudges against Carey Price for last year’s 
play-in round? Maybe, but there’s more important turf to defend here. 
The Penguins remain the only team in the cap era to repeat as 
champions, and the Lightning are threatening that. Pittsburgh fans have 
already had to battle Chicago for the title of the era’s best team, do you 
really want Tampa knocking on that door too? 

Pick: Canadiens 

San Jose Sharks 

The Canadiens made Joe Thornton sad. Well, it’s probably more 
accurate to say that the Maple Leafs made Joe Thornton sad, but you 
already hate them. Let’s stay loyal to Barclay Goodrow and your early-
90s expansion cousins. 

Pick: Lightning 

Seattle Kraken 

You’re the new guys now, and that means you have to lead the way 
when it comes to rolling your eyes at stuffy tradition. Montreal’s the oldest 
team in the league, they just beat your expansion cousins, they also beat 
your new coach’s ex-team, and they’re facing an opponent that’s still 
relatively new in the grand scheme of things. You know what to do. 

Pick: Lightning 

St. Louis Blues 

The Canadiens have two former Blues players in Jake Allen and Joel 
Edmundson, and their GM scored his most memorable playoff goal while 
playing for St. Louis. Also, a Lightning win would give the Blues a league 
record fifth ultimate loser title, including the last two back-to-back, and 
that doesn’t feel like a good thing. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Leafs are a tough one, even putting aside all the history between 
Toronto and Montreal. The big issue here is how a Canadiens win would 
reframe that first-round loss. Leafs fans have spent the last six weeks 
feeling like their collapse was an existential disaster for the current core. 
But if the Habs end up winning the Cup, especially with Toronto having 
given them their toughest challenge along the way, does that mean the 
Leafs may be closer than we think? 

Maybe, but I don’t think it’s enough. The Lightning are the team the Leafs 
want to be when they grow up — lots of skill, lots of big names, lots of big 
contracts. If you’re a Toronto fan, you want to be reminded that the 
model works. Seeing it lose to a more balanced, team-first approach with 
a stud goalie would feel like one more piece of evidence that the Leafs’ 
plan is all wrong. 
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Pick: Lightning 

Vancouver Canucks 

Carey Price is a B.C. boy, so that nudges the needle toward Montreal. 
After that, it gets a bit tricky, for a couple of reasons. First, there’s the 
Tyler Toffoli factor. If you’re a Vancouver fan, are you happy to see a 
recent Canucks forward playing well for a Cup contender? Or does that 
just twist the knife a little more on Jim Benning letting him walk so he 
could invest his cap space in the fourth line? 

Then there’s this past season, which saw the Habs kick sand in the 
Canucks’ face more than a few times. The Canadiens went 6-0-3 against 
Vancouver and scored five or more goals in seven of those games. You 
could certainly hold a grudge over that. Or you could shrug and say that if 
Montreal wins the Cup, maybe there’s no shame in losing a season 
series to eventual champs. 

It’s a tough one, but I’m going to offer a twist: If it wasn’t for the Canucks 
in the regular season, the Habs don’t make the playoffs, and it wasn’t for 
Toffoli in the playoffs, they don’t make the final. If they win it all, Canucks 
fans can at least feel like they had a hand in making it happen. 

Pick: Canadiens 

Vegas Golden Knights 

See the Islanders entry. 

Pick: Lightning 

Washington Capitals 

Despite decades of playoff disappointment, the Capitals have somehow 
never been the NHL’s ultimate loser, a 46-year stretch that’s by far the 
longest in the league. But that streak is in serious jeopardy, as the Caps 
lost to the Bruins who lost to the Islanders who lost to the Lightning, 
meaning a Habs win completes the chain. We can’t have that. 

Pick: Lightning 

Winnipeg Jets 

As I’m coming to the end of this, I’m realizing that I’ve got every team that 
lost to Montreal or Tampa Bay in the playoffs rooting for the other side. I 
guess that makes sense — postseason scars take some time to heal — 
although I don’t think it has to be a hard-and-fast rule. A Habs win would 
take some of the sting off a disappointing second round, and also put an 
end to the narrative that the North was a minor league division and the 
accomplishments of teams like the Jets shouldn’t count. Is that enough to 
overcome the bitterness of seeing the team that beat you skate with the 
Cup? Probably not, but it’s at least close, right? 

Pick: Lightning 
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The Athletic / Conn Smythe WATCH: Tracking the MVP favourites 
throughout the Stanley Cup Final 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn Jun 29, 2021  

 

The Stanley Cup Final is set: Tampa Bay versus Montreal, a battle for 
Atlantic Division … err leaguewide supremacy. 

Throughout the series, I’ll be looking at the Conn Smythe Trophy race, 
analyzing the MVP favourites from both teams and how their stock rises 
or falls after each game. This post will be updated after each game to 
reflect the current value those players have brought to their respective 
team during the postseason. 

Before the final began, it was clear cut who the MVP was for Montreal, 
but as expected, Tampa Bay had a few players with a legitimate case. 

Last Update: June 28 

Tampa Bay 

Stanley Cup chances: 85 percent 

The Front-Runner 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Cup Final 

Goals Saved Above Expected: 0.8 

Save percentage: .947 save percentage 

Game 1: An extremely light workload tonight as the Lightning cruised to a 
win with just a single goal against off a double deflection. Vasilevskiy was 
otherwise perfect, but Montreal didn’t generate many dangerous chances 
to threaten him. If the rest of the final has more nights like these, we 
might see the narrative shift away from Vasilevskiy as the favourite and 
back toward one of Tampa Bay’s star forwards. Vasilevskiy was superb 
through the first three rounds, but if it looks like Tampa Bay can win the 
final series with a shooter tutor in net, his narrative might be a tougher 
sell. 

Previously in the playoffs 

Goals Saved Above Expected: 15.4 

GSVA: 2.48 wins, 8.3 win pace (per 60 games) 

Save percentage: .936 save percentage 

Tampa Bay was dominant in the regular season despite missing its best 
skater and that’s because of Vasilevskiy, who was without a doubt the 
team’s MVP this year. He likely has a second career Vezina Trophy 
locked up, but that may not be the only individual hardware he brings 
home this season as he should be the current leader for the Conn 
Smythe. He’s leading the playoffs in goals saved above expected by six, 
a ludicrous amount given just how good the goalie in second place has 
been. The Lightning have played a bit more fast and loose during the 
playoffs knowing they have Vasilevskiy to bail them out, and he has so 
far with an excellent .936 save percentage. He’s not the only reason the 
Lightning are four wins away from repeating, but he’s the top reason for 
now. Three shutouts in series-clinching games in these playoffs shows 
how clutch he’s been, too. The Conn Smythe should be his to lose. 

The Dark Horse 

Nikita Kucherov 

Cup Final 

Game Score: 4.3 

Key stats: 2-1-3, 18:54 TOI, 55% xG, +3 

Game 1: “There was no injury, I don’t know what you’re talking about.” 
That was Kucherov before Game 1 and it sure didn’t look like it when he 
stepped onto the ice. Any concerns about him before the series are long 
gone after an excellent Game 1 that closed the gap between him and 
Vasilevskiy for the Conn Smythe. Kucherov has 30 points in 19 games, 
seven more than linemate Brayden Point. In Game 1, he showed he’s 
still a dangerous sniper on top of his playmaking prowess, ripping his 
second of the game high glove with a lethal shot past Price. That was 
hot, and it sealed the game. 

Previously in the playoffs 

Game Score: 20.8 

GSVA: 0.79 wins, 3.6 win pace 

Key stats: 18 games, 5-22-27, 18:04 TOI, 53% xG, +2 
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As always, it’s very hard to separate Point and Kucherov, with next to 
nothing separating the two. It basically comes down to personal 
preference. To me, it feels like the narrative surrounding Kucherov 
makes him a stronger choice: he missed the entire regular season but 
didn’t miss a beat come playoff time and fought through an injury to play 
in Game 7. That could affect his ability in the final too, but a strong 
showing there would only add to the lore. He didn’t look right in that 
Game 7, but Kucherov still leads the playoffs with a whopping 27 points 
in 18 games, seven more than his linemate. A lot of that has come on a 
lethal power play, Tampa Bay’s biggest strength in the playoffs and that’s 
almost entirely been Kucherov’s doing. He makes it work to perfection. 

Brayden Point 

Cup Final 

Game Score: 3.9 

Key stats: 0-3-3, 19:02 TOI, 64% xG, +3 

Game 1: After scoring at a ridiculous pace throughout these playoffs, it 
was high time for Point to round out his stat line with some assists. The 
only non-secondary assist was off a faceoff win, but it was still a very 
strong effort from the center with a dominant performance at five-on-five. 
Montreal had no answer for Point’s line which was buzzing all night. 

Previously in the playoffs 

Game Score: 20.6 

GSVA: 0.78 wins, 3.6 win pace 

Key stats: 18 games, 14-6-20, 18:56 TOI, 53% xG, +4 

The main argument in Point’s favour over Kucherov’s is the goal totals. 
Point has an absurd 14 goals in 18 games, capped by a nine-game goal 
streak that was just one off the all-time record. Scoring is the most 
important stat and it’s why, despite a seven-point deficit to linemate 
Kucherov, Point is right there in terms of total value (GSVA rates goals 
higher than assists). He’s also generally the primary driver on that top 
line at five-on-five, always carrying the puck in and making things 
happen. Point also has a plus-three penalty differential to lead the team 
and has been stronger defensively, too. The all-around factor leans 
toward Point. 

Other Contenders 

Steven Stamkos 

Cup Final 

Game Score: 0.9 

Key stats: 1-0-1, 16:17 TOI, 69% xG, -1 

Game 1: A relatively quiet night for the captain until the very end where 
he popped in a meaningless power-play goal. It did end Montreal’s 
illustrious short-handed clean sheet and that could mean the floodgates 
will open there for future games. It was a weak goal, but a good sign. 
Stamkos’ line controlled play heavily at five-on-five though and it’s hard 
to fault the goal against on anyone that was on the ice too. 

Previously in the playoffs 

Game Score: 17.4 

GSVA: 0.62 wins, 2.8 win pace 

Key stats: 18 games, 7-10-17, 15:47 TOI, 57% xG, +1 

It’s legitimately heartwarming to see the captain on the ice for this run. 
He played all of 2:47 in last year’s playoffs and deserves a shot to 
actively contribute to a Cup win. He’s done his part so far with a near 
point-per-game pace and a team-leading 57 percent expected goals rate. 
He’s not on Kucherov or Point’s level in the playoffs, but a strong final 
could see him leapfrog his teammates — especially if he rises to the 
occasion with a potential Kucherov injury. It’s also worth noting his ice 

time is much lower than his teammates, making his near point-per-game 
rate even more impressive. 

Montreal 

Stanley Cup chances: 15 percent 

The Front-Runner 

Carey Price 

Cup Final 

Goals Saved Above Expected: -2.2 

Save percentage: .808 save percentage 

Game 1: This team will go as far as Price takes them and while this 
wasn’t a bad game from Price, it’ll be hard for Montreal to win when Price 
isn’t at his best. The fifth and final goal — an inconsequential one with 
1:10 left in the game — is the only one you can really pin on Price, but 
the Price that carried the team this far is usually sharp enough to not 
allow the others either. Perhaps that’s good fortune taking a night off on 
his incredible run. Price had incredible moments to keep the game close, 
but the Lightning attack was ultimately too much. While Price was still 
probably the best Canadien on the ice, that’s not a good sign when he 
allows five goals on 26 shots — his fault or not. 

Previously in the playoffs 

Goals Saved Above Expected: 9.0 

GSVA: 1.50 wins, 5.3 win pace (per 60 games) 

Save percentage: .934 save percentage 

I mean, who else? If not for Vasilevskiy looking just as good (or better) on 
the other side, there would be a legitimate argument to give Price the 
postseason MVP, win or lose. He’s been that good and in terms of most 
valuable player, it’s hard to argue against his relative value to Montreal’s 
run. He’s the reason the Canadiens are here, putting up one consistently 
dominant performance after another. Over 17 games, he’s saved nine 
goals above expected thanks to a .934 save percentage. That’s second 
in these playoffs and a per game pace that matches his MVP-calibre 
season. If Montreal dethrones Tampa Bay, it’ll no doubt be because of 
Price and I’m excited to watch his calm and cool demeanour potentially 
frustrate another high octane team. 

The Dark Horse 

Nick Suzuki 

Cup Final 

Game Score: -1.6 

Key stats: 0-0-0, 17:45 TOI, 38% xG, -3 

Game 1: It was already going to be hard to give anyone but Price the 
MVP on Montreal. A game like that from Suzuki doesn’t help as his line 
got absolutely buried in the matchup against Point and Kucherov. A 
rough possession rate and on for three goals against with almost no 
offence the other way to show for it. He can be better, but that felt like a 
deer in the headlights game now that Suzuki and company are on the 
game’s biggest stage. 

Previously in the playoffs 

Game Score: 15.8 

GSVA: 0.56 wins, 2.7 win pace 

Key stats: 17 games, 5-8-13, 18:47 TOI, 57% xG, Even 

It is very difficult giving the Conn Smythe to anyone on the Canadiens but 
Price because he’s the reason they’re here. But if we’re talking most 
valuable skater that honour should go to Suzuki, who has looked like a 
star in the playoffs. He’s speedy, shifty and smart and is one off the 
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scoring lead to linemate Tyler Toffoli. It’s Suzuki that has made that line 
go, though, and his expected goals rate for the playoffs has been really 
impressive. When he’s on, Montreal controls play and looks threatening 
on offence. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ mistakes, atypical puck management give 
Lightning Game 1 win 

 

Eric Engels @EricEngels June 29, 2021, 12:34 AM 

 

It was the most notable deviation from the plan that got the Montreal 
Canadiens to the Stanley Cup Final, and it cost them Game 1 against 
their most formidable opponent of these playoffs. 

Artturi Lehkonen said, “You need to beat the best to be the best,” before 
this series against the Tampa Bay Lightning got underway, and his 
Canadiens won’t have a chance to do it if they commit the same 
mistakes they made over the 60 minutes played in this 5-1 loss in Tampa 
on Monday. 

The mistakes interim to the interim head coach Luke Richardson said 
earlier on Monday would be the most important ones to avoid. 

“I think puck management is going to be on our table, No. 1,” Richardson 
started. “They are an offensive team, but they do play hard and tight 
goal-scoring games. And they probably worked at it and got better at it 
over the last few years. You don’t win the Stanley Cup without doing that. 
So, I think the thing for us is that, managing those pucks in certain 
danger zones so we don’t turn it over and put ourselves in outnumbered 
situations, because that’s where they feed off teams and do their best 
work offensively and counter on you quick and outnumber you so they 
can strike quick.” 

When Cole Caufield tried to hit Jeff Petry with a pass across the 
offensive blue line in the seventh minute of the first period, he fell right 
into the trap. Brayden Point transitioned the play the other way for Erik 
Cernak to tip Ondrej Palat’s perfect pass for his first goal of the playoffs. 

Remaining Time -0:00 

You could actually hear Brendan Gallagher yell in frustration after he 
made the same error in the second period by trying to force a pass 
through Barclay Goodrow, which deflected to Jan Rutta and started the 
counterattack Yanni Gourde capitalized on to make it 2-0 Tampa. 

The game was less than 16 minutes old, and the only egregious errors 
the Canadiens had made had resulted in goals against. They were trying 
to create offence on both plays, but they got burned trying to do it at the 
expense of the structure that proved so effective in propelling them past 
the Toronto Maple Leafs, Winnipeg Jets and Vegas Golden Knights — 
teams who counterpunch exceptionally well, but not quite as lethally as 
this Lightning team does. 

Remaining Time -0:00 

“I think it was a couple of the plays that we made laterally, we were 
standing still,” said Richardson. “You’ve got to have that motion and our 
speed going on the rush and laying pucks through triangles if we’re doing 
that to another player into the middle of the ice, where we have motion 
going forward and that puck is going forward. We can’t be standing still 
and making it a lateral puck, because they’re tracking hard and they have 
good gaps and they have great eye-hand coordination with their skill and 
their sticks. So, it led to turnovers… 

“If we can’t make a play with speed on the rush, we’ve gotta put pucks in 
behind those Ds and go to work there.” 

For the portions of the game the Canadiens did that, they were effective, 
with Ben Chiarot’s first-ever playoff goal in the 18th minute of the second 
period the product of good work down low from Josh Anderson, Paul 
Byron and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Remaining Time -0:00 

But with the margins razor-thin and the stakes as high as they can get, 
executing the plan part of the time doesn’t get the job done. It rarely does 
even under normal circumstances. 

The Canadiens weren’t good enough in this game. Not even close. 

“We had our game for a short period of time,” Chiarot said, “but we’ll look 
to put a full game together here in Game 2.” 

The Lightning had their game all the way through this first one, churning 
well-oiled after dispatching the New York Islanders in seven games of a 
hard-fought semifinal that followed series wins over the Florida Panthers 
and Carolina Hurricanes. By the time the clock ran out on the third 
period, they had the thundersticks clapping at full volume in Amalie 
Arena, with two goals flying off playoff-leading point-man Nikita 
Kucherov’s stick and a power-play marker for Steven Stamkos that 
snapped a streak of 32 consecutive penalties killed for the Canadiens. 

Remaining Time -0:00 

Behind the bench, Jon Cooper guided the reigning champs masterfully, 
deploying Kucherov’s line with Palat and Brayden Point against the Tyler 
Toffoli–Nick Suzuki-Caufield combination and keeping them away from 
shutdown mavens Phillip Danault, Brendan Gallagher and Lehkonen, 
who spent most their night chasing around Goodrow, Gourde and Blake 
Coleman. 

“I liked the way things were going for us,” he said, “and so we stuck with 
it.” 

Adjusting to that will be a greater challenge than anything the Canadiens 
must focus on for Game 2. 

“There’s not much to do other than maybe (catching them on) icings,” 
said Richardson. “But, we’ll try and change the order at times during the 
game just to shake things up. 

“But on the road, you’ve got to compete in the playoffs no matter who 
you’re against, and just limit our mistakes and we’ll be fine.” 

Remaining Time -0:00 

That’s what the game comes down to when the rest of it is a tight-wire 
fencing match. 

The Canadiens were out-shot 26-19, marginally out-chanced, matched 
with 57 hits to their 58 and tied in the faceoff circle, but they beat 
themselves as much as Tampa beat them. 

They did it by committing the type of errors they knew to avoid against 
the reigning Cup champs, the type they managed to avoid at all costs to 
get to this stage. 

“The positive is we didn’t play our best game,” said Richardson. “We can 
get better. I think they’re always a talented team that plays well and 
definitely creates off mistakes that you make. So, by us playing better 
and managing the puck better and maybe limiting those mistakes and 
creating a little bit more ourselves, I think we have a good way to go up, 
and that’s going to be the positive out of it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kucherov’s elite playoff production proving effective 
against Canadiens 
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TAMPA, Fla. — No matter where you grew up wanting to be a hockey 
player, you dreamed of one day keeping company like this. 

Wayne Gretzky. Mark Messier. Jari Kurri. Mario Lemieux. 

Tack Nikita Kucherov’s name on the end and you now have the complete 
list of players with multiple 30-point performances in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs in the entire history of the league. The fact Kucherov did it in 
consecutive years places him in even more rarefied air as only Gretzky 
and Lemieux have ever produced more than his 64 playoff points (and 
counting) over two post-seasons. 

What’s more impressive, he’s doing it at something less than 100 per 
cent. To see him buzz around the ice at Amalie Arena in the opening 
game of the Stanley Cup Final was to almost suspend belief given that 
he only managed to play 46 seconds of a game five days earlier after 
taking a hard cross-check to the ribs. 

His stat line on Monday night? Two goals, one assist and a tilted rink 
whenever he shared the ice with Montreal’s talented Cole Caufield–Nick 
Suzuki–Tyler Toffoli trio. 

When Kucherov claimed not to be injured on the eve of the series, it may 
have been a case of him willing some good vibes into existence because 
even head coach Jon Cooper seemed pleasantly surprised with his 
effectiveness. 

“Guys are battling through injuries,” Cooper said after the 5-1 victory. “It’s 
kind of an inspiration to others and so it’s uplifting, watching what guys 
fight through, especially at this time of year. You have to do that if you 
want to have any chance to win and he’s doing that and clearly he was 
rewarded for it tonight in how he played and some of the results.” 

Remaining Time -0:47 

Kucherov rips puck past Price right after faceoff 

The Lightning brought a blue wave at Montreal to open this series, 
casting some doubt on the pillars of this special Habs playoff run. They 
had killed an incredible 32 straight penalties until Steven Stamkos struck 
with a late power-play one-timer. And they had effectively neutralized an 
all-star cast of opponents at 5-on-5 in prior rounds that included Auston 
Matthews, Mitch Marner, Nikolaj Ehlers, Mark Stone and Max Pacioretty. 

With the last line change, Cooper was able to keep Kucherov, Brayden 
Point and Ondrej Palat largely clear of Phillip Danault’s ruthlessly 
effective checking line and they produced three even-strength goals. 

They were particularly effective at creating havoc in front of Carey Price’s 
crease and completing precise passes that eluded defenders. Then there 
was Kucherov’s second goal of the night, where he just straight up beat 
one of the world’s best goaltenders with a shot you could send to the 
Louvre after Point won a draw in his direction. 

“That’s one of the best players in the world shooting that puck and 
coming off the faceoff circle like that,” Stamkos said. “We’ve seen that 
plenty of times so it was a huge goal for us, gave us some breathing 
room. 

“He’s playing like a beast right now, and he’s so so good.” 

Remaining Time -5:37 

Kucherov scores twice as Lightning take Game 1 over Canadiens 

He’s lapping the field in the playoff scoring race with 30 points through 18 
games, plus the one shift he saw in Game 6 against the New York 
Islanders last round. And he missed the entire regular season while 
recovering from hip surgery. 

Fortunately, his greatest gift isn’t a physical one. 

“It’s his mind,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. “He sees things in slow 
motion.” 

While Kucherov’s injury allowed the Lightning to keep most of their 2020 
championship team intact because he spent the entire season on long-
term injured reserve and gave them significant cap relief, it’s difficult to 
imagine them returning to this Stanley Cup Final if he didn’t return as the 
best version of himself while jumping straight back into the playoffs. 

Some have levied criticism in Tampa’s direction as a result, but deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly pointed out during Monday night’s state of the 
league address that the Lightning were adhering to rules that have been 
in place since the salary cap was instituted in 2005. 

“The system was designed the way it’s designed,” Daly said. “It’s worked 
very, very well for the time we’ve had it in place. Nothing inappropriate 
was done here and at the end of the day all the managers know what the 
rules are. The facts seem to align with the situation that allowed Tampa 
to bring back a significant player in the playoffs. 

“I’m not apologizing for what is a sound system and has been a sound 
system from the start.” 

Remaining Time -1:44 

Gourde credits simple play by Lightning in win over Canadiens 

There was certainly no guarantee everything would come together so 
nicely for the Lightning. Kucherov is arguably the front-runner for the 
Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP, although Point and goaltender 
Andrei Vasilevskiy have built pretty strong cases as well. 

The only trophy he’s really worried about is the one that already bears his 
name on its silver edges. When he spent January through April grinding 
through his rehab work, he was dreaming of a night like the one we got 
here Monday — with a full building on tilt and a monster game to be 
played. 

That’s what kept him going. 

“It was tough mentally on not being able to play, but that’s all in the past,” 
Kucherov said. “I’m just really enjoying the moment and happy to be with 
the boys and just excited to play in the Final.” 

My goodness did it ever show in Game 1. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL to await results of independent investigation into 
Blackhawks 

 

Chris Johnston June 28, 2021, 8:29 PM 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Gary Bettman says the NHL only learned of sexual 
assault allegations against a Chicago Blackhawks video coach from 2010 
“relatively recently” and that it will await the results of an independent 
investigation before deciding how to proceed. 

Bettman took several questions on the allegations against the 
Blackhawks and video coach Brad Aldrich during his annual state of the 
league address before Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final, making the first 
public comments by a league official since two lawsuits were filed against 
one of its marquee franchises. 

The first alleges sexual assault by Aldrich during the team’s 2010 Stanley 
Cup run and the second was filed by a former student whom Aldrich was 
convicted of assaulting in Michigan after leaving the organization. 
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The Blackhawks recently hired former federal prosecutor Reid Schar 
from Jenner & Block LLP to lead an investigation into the allegations and 
“follow the facts wherever they lead.” Bettman said the NHL would not 
conduct its own investigation. 

“It’s being done independently by a law firm that’s been retained,” 
Bettman said Monday. “We’re satisfied that the retention has been 
appropriate and in the first instance we’re going to wait and see what the 
results are from this investigation and then we’ll determine what, if 
anything, we need to do to follow up.” 

He added that “all options are available” when asked if there could be 
punishment for individuals or clubs found to have been involved in any 
wrongdoing. 

A former Blackhawks player said Aldrich assaulted him, and that the 
team did nothing after he informed an employee. The lawsuit, filed on 
May 7 in Cook County Circuit Court, alleges Aldrich also assaulted 
another unidentified Blackhawks player. The former player who sued and 
is seeking more than $150,000 in damages is referred in the document 
as “John Doe.” 

The eight-page lawsuit says Aldrich, then a video coach for the 
Blackhawks, “turned on porn and began to masturbate in front of” the 
player without his consent. It says Aldrich also threatened to “physically, 
financially and emotionally” hurt the player if he “did not engage in sexual 
activity” with him. 

According to TSN, two Blackhawks players told then-skills coach Paul 
Vincent in May 2010 of inappropriate behaviour by Aldrich. Vincent said 
he asked mental skills coach James Gary to follow up with the players 
and management. 

Vincent was called into a meeting with then-team President John 
McDonough, general manager Stan Bowman, hockey executive Al 
MacIsaac and Gary the next day. He said he asked the team to report 
the allegations to Chicago police, and the request was denied. 

While Bettman and deputy commissioner Bill Daly were unable to recall 
exactly when they became aware of the allegations, Daly said 
Blackhawks legal counsel first brought it to their attention relatively 
recently. 

“The reaction whenever you hear allegations like that are concerning, but 
my first reaction is ‘tell me the facts,”’ said Bettman. “And once we know 
what the facts are we’re in a better position to evaluate what may or may 
not need to be done.” 

After leaving the Blackhawks, Aldrich was convicted of fourth-degree 
criminal sexual conduct involving a student in 2013 in Michigan and is 
now on that state’s registry of sex offenders. 

The former student whom Aldrich was convicted of assaulting filed a 
separate lawsuit against the Blackhawks on May 26, saying the 
Blackhawks provided positive references to future employers of Aldrich 
despite allegations from at least one player and took no action to report 
the matter. 

The independent review into the allegations is already underway, 
according to Bettman. 

“What we know is based on what’s public and that’s why we’re going to 
be interested to see what the investigation reveals and doesn’t reveal,” 
he said. “And so I think everybody needs to not get ahead of themselves. 
These are allegations that relate to a period of time that’s quite some 
time ago and sometimes it takes a little bit of time to piece things 
together. 

“When we get all the information we will do what is necessary and 
appropriate then.” 

He wouldn’t commit to the findings being made public. 

“Let us see what the investigation reveals and then we can figure out 
what comes next,” he said. “I think everybody’s jumping too far, too fast. 

This is going to be handled appropriately and professionally and done 
right.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 31 Thoughts: Why Blackhawks must publicly address 
sexual assault allegations 

 

Elliotte Friedman  

 

The Chicago Blackhawks tweeted five times this past weekend from their 
account. Four of them were related to the city’s Pride celebration and 
Pride Month. The other was their weekly charity draw, benefitting the 
team’s foundation. All positive and uplifting, nothing deserving negativity. 

As of 11:30 p.m. (ET) Sunday, there were 173 combined replies. More 
than 90 per cent had nothing to do with the actual tweets, instead 
reacting negatively to lack of clarity regarding lawsuits that allege the 
Blackhawks covered up sexual assault allegations from 2010 against 
then-video coach Brad Aldrich. In 2013 — after he’d left the Blackhawks 
— Aldrich was convicted of fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct 
involving a high school student. He was sentenced to nine months in 
prison and five years of probation; he’s now a registered sex offender. 

The organization can’t be surprised their social-media posts met with 
derision. And it’s not going to change until we get an explanation. 

As with reporters at other outlets, everyone I’ve spoken to has supported 
the account of Paul Vincent, the skills coach from 2010 who informed 
senior management that something needed to be done. Because of that, 
however the legal process concludes, the organization must step up and 
detail what occurred. 

On Monday, The Athletic’s Mark Lazerus reported Blackhawks CEO 
Danny Wirtz sent an internal email announcing the formation of an 
independent review: “We want to reiterate to you that we take the 
allegations described in these lawsuits very seriously,” Wirtz wrote. “They 
in no way reflect this organization’s culture or values.” 

Former federal prosecutor Reid Schar will lead the review. “Mr. Schar 
and his firm have significant experience conducting independent 
investigative reviews, have no previous ties to the Blackhawks 
organization, and have been directed to follow the facts wherever they 
lead,” Wirtz added. 

The team will refrain from comment until its completion, which is not a 
surprise. According to several sources, Blackhawks employees have 
been told to lay low. 

This review will face enormous scrutiny. Some questions: Will it include 
the participation of former president and CEO John McDonough, who 
was fired in April 2020? Will it consist of informal interviews or formal 
sworn depositions? Is the mandate to assign blame or make sure it 
doesn’t happen again? And will they commit to making the report public? 
(The argument against this, from a lawyer’s perspective: People may not 
be as honest if it is.) 

In the meantime, this will not blow over. Commissioner Gary Bettman 
won’t be able to avoid the topic at his annual Game 1 State of the Union 
on Monday. Anyone with a connection to that team is going to be asked 
about it, starting Sunday with Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin, then 
Blackhawks’ director of pro personnel, and Nick Leddy, who wasn’t on 
the 2010 champion, but made his professional debut with Chicago the 
following season. 

That includes GM Stan Bowman. 
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Vincent said Bowman was one of four people he reported the allegations 
to, along with McDonough, Senior Vice-President Al MacIsaac and 
mental skills coach James Gary. We are at a time in the hockey calendar 
when general managers are extremely visible. There’s the expansion 
draft, entry draft, trades and free agency. You’re in front of the camera an 
awful lot. 

I don’t know how anyone can expect questions to Bowman to stick to 
hockey. I don’t think, “Sorry, I can’t comment — it’s a legal matter” is 
going to cut it. Until there’s some clarity, this isn’t going away. 

It’s possible judges rule the lawsuits can’t proceed because the statute of 
limitations have passed. That’s not a shield, and shouldn’t be used as 
one. These are very serious accusations. People want answers, and 
deserve them. Nothing else will be accepted; nothing else is acceptable. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

31 THOUGHTS 

1. Nothing is done until it is done, but it sounds like Wayne Simmonds 
will be back in Toronto. 

2. This is what I can tell you about the rumours that Matthew Tkachuk 
wants out of Calgary: When the news about Seth Jones got around, no 
one was thrilled it had leaked, but no one denied it. Same for Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson being available and Dougie Hamilton free to talk to other 
teams. With Tkachuk, there’ve been firm denials. I do believe the Flames 
refused to include him in any Pierre-Luc Dubois trade talks last season. 

3. Still hearing a lot of Philadelphia and Jones. The Flyers are definitely 
working at it. 

4. Nothing definite, but Arizona’s done a very deep dive on OHL Ottawa’s 
Andre Tourigny. 

5. Last week was quieter on the Jack Eichel front, but I’d expect that to 
get going once again when Buffalo hires its head coach. Incumbent Don 
Granato and Rick Tocchet are among the contenders. 

6. Another name I’ve heard: Nashville’s Viktor Arvidsson. Tough, hard-
working player. Three years left at $4.25 million. 

7. I do think some trade discussions are stalled because teams want to 
make sure they don’t run into expansion protection trouble. You aren’t 
making a move without making sure it means you don’t get chewed up by 
the Kraken. And Seattle is leveraging its position. 

There are definitely teams concerned that the Kraken will draft exposed 
players and flip them elsewhere. For example, would Seattle draft a Matt 
Dumba or a Mark Giordano, potentially eat some salary and take bids? 
Either player makes sense for someone like Edmonton. 

8. Would expect that contract talks ramp up in Vancouver on Quinn 
Hughes and Elias Pettersson over the next few days. 

It’s going to be very interesting to see which of the talented young 
defenders — Hughes, Miro Heiskanen and Cale Makar — gets done first. 
Hughes is a little different than the other two, because he is not offer-
sheet eligible. Ottawa’s Thomas Chabot signed for eight years and an 
AAV of $8 million in September 2019, which was prior to his final entry-
level season. (He’s represented by Ian Pulver, who also reps 
Heiskanen.) 

From what I understand, all three of them consider themselves “ahead” 
of Chabot at the time he extended. So that’s something to keep an eye 
on, although COVID-related finances make circumstances different. (I’d 
throw Adam Fox into the group as well, since he can be extended this 
summer. But he has another year on his current deal and may prefer to 
wait.) 

9. Speaking of offer sheets: As expected due to COVID, the 2020–21 
average league salary decreased from the season before. It ended up at 
$2,960,905 — an 11.6 per cent decrease from $3,348,230. That means 
offer-sheet thresholds dropped slightly, too. Here are the 2021 off-season 
“zones”: 

To give you some comparison, the highest level last off-season was 
$10,907,735. 

10. I think New Jersey would consider moving the fourth-overall selection 
for a good, young defenceman. 

11. Looks like there will be some churn among Carolina’s depth forwards. 
According to a Facebook post, Jordan Martinook’s family thinks he’s 
going to the open market, and there are Warren Foegele trade talks. 
Both player and team appear to want a change. 

12. Ottawa’s Logan Brown is going to spend some time this summer 
training with Auston Matthews. 

13. As has been reported, Chris Phillips resigned from the Senators’ 
charity because he was upset by the firing of another employee. In 
addition, several sponsors were upset with owner Eugene Melnyk’s 
comments on Bob McCown’s podcast last May. At that time, Ottawa city 
council voted to approve a $2.9-million tax break for a new car dealership 
in the neighbourhood of Vanier, part of a bigger plan to “stimulate 
business investment” in the area. 

“Here I am paying through the nose in taxes out there and they just gave 
the Porsche dealer a [$2.9 million] tax break,” Melnyk said. “Give me a 
break. Give me the tax break. I’m dying out here. I’ve got no fans and I’m 
still trying to put on a show for everybody…. My point is this. It’s about 
fairness. It’s not even about the money — it’s the fairness.” 

Not everyone disagreed with Melnyk’s stance, but the business 
community sure did, considering the work that had been put in to get that 
deal done. Those are advertisers, and there’s going to have to be some 
fence-mending. 

14. I can’t find anyone in the NHL who thinks Alexander Ovechkin’s 
extension isn’t already “in the drawer.” 

15. After last season, I had a lengthy conversation with Steve Valiquette, 
the former goalie who works on the Rangers’ broadcasts and is the CEO 
of Clear Sight Analytics. Like others who try to build strong predictive 
models, he is constantly searching for the right ingredient or statistic to 
create that “Eureka!” moment. After Tampa Bay won the 2020 Stanley 
Cup, he’d zeroed in on something. 

“For a few years, I thought the surest predictor of winning was 
goaltending,” he said Sunday. “Then I was looking at differentials, such 
as expected goals for and against.” 

It wasn’t predictive enough for him — until he zeroed in on high-danger 
goals against at five-on-five/60 minutes. Goalie errors are not included. 

“We leave them out for this exercise,” he added. 

Here’s last season’s Final 16 playoff bracket: 

As you can see, teams ranked higher in the stat Valiquette pinpointed 
went 14-1. 

“Two years ago, Tampa Bay was 19th; last year [they were] first,” 
Valiquette said. 

(The Lightning slightly ruined this year’s exercise, finishing 18th in 2020–
21 as they leaned more on Andrei Vasilevskiy.) 

16. Dallas was No. 1 overall in high-danger goals against at five-on-
five/60 minutes this season, but didn’t make the playoffs. Guess who was 
second? Your Stanley Cup finalist Montreal Canadiens. 

“I did not put any money on Montreal,” Valiquette laughed. “At face value, 
I didn’t see it happening, no way.” 
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We both laughed at the idea he didn’t trust his own model, but the proof 
is four wins away from a championship. Toronto, by the way, was third, 
one spot below the Canadiens. 

17. The conversation with Valiquette gave me an opportunity to ask him 
one story I’d heard, but he declined to answer, saying he could not 
discuss personnel moves because some teams are clients. The story I’d 
heard is that Minnesota finished first in that metric last season, and 
targeted Cam Talbot because his specific strengths addressed their 
specific weaknesses. 

I think that’s true, but got no confirmation. I also think he advises teams 
that finish high in the metric but don’t finish well — Minnesota last year, 
Dallas and Toronto this year — to address those kinds of specific 
weaknesses rather than ripping down to the studs and starting over. 

18. One other number I loved from last week: In Jeff Petry’s return game 
from injury against Vegas, he was targeted 20 times on various entries. 
That doesn’t necessarily mean the Golden Knights saw him as a weak 
link — it’s just that Petry is on the ice a lot and against good players. On 
those 20 entries, there was only one scoring chance against. (Courtesy: 
@shutdownline, my favourite microstats accumulator, Corey Sznajder.) 

It’s a fantastic stat line. Those red eyes must have terrified the Vegas 
players. Shea Weber has no scoring chances against in 13 targets. Ben 
Chiarot has zero in 11. 

19. Moments before Montreal scored the series-winning goal against 
Vegas, there was an icing against the Canadiens that should have been 
waved off. You couldn’t help but notice how calm Luke Richardson 
remained in the moment. Alex Burrows did the screaming, but a team 
takes on the personality of its head coach, and Richardson didn’t lose it. 
He’s been lost in recent coaching searches, but I don’t think he’s ever 
lost the goal of being one, and this will thrust him back into the spotlight. 

20. Don’t know how many of you are fans of the great comedian Bill Burr, 
but I love the guy. I listen to his podcast whenever it comes out and 
nearly drive off the road in laughter. Burr is a huge Bruins fan and the 
Canadiens’ run is absolutely killing him. He said he was cheering for the 
Islanders, even though they beat Boston, because their ascendance in 
1980 ended that Montreal dynasty. I can’t wait to hear the latest episode 
because I can only imagine how much agony he’s in over this. 

Remaining Time -1:09 

BriseBois explains similarities between Lightning and Canadiens 

21. After the Lightning beat the Islanders in a tense, tight, entertaining 
Game 7, Garry Galley and I thought the New Yorkers believed any extra 
shots on Nikita Kucherov were going to be penalized, because of the way 
he was injured, via a crosscheck to the ribs. They didn’t harangue the 
superstar forward as much as I thought they would. I’m curious to see if 
the Canadiens are as careful. 

22. Not that Lou Lamoriello is going to offer much insight, but I think the 
Islanders — who have lots of work to do — start at Adam Pelech and go 
from there. He’s got arbitration rights and is one year from unrestricted 
free agency. It doesn’t mean his deal gets done first, but everything flows 
from where that number will be. 

23. Had a chance last week to chat with new Columbus head coach Brad 
Larsen, who was promoted from within. One of the things we discussed 
was how incredibly difficult it can be to move from assistant coach to 
head coach on the same team. You go from good cop to bad cop, and 
players can see that as phony. Rod Brind’Amour is one of the very few 
who made it work. 

“One of the questions (John Davidson and Jarmo Kekalainen) asked 
was, ‘How different was I going to be than John Tortorella?’ The easy 
answer was, ‘I’m going to be me,’” Larsen said. 

I like that response a ton, but it leaves something hanging. What does 
that mean? Larsen pointed out he did this exact move in the AHL, 
spending two seasons as an assistant at Springfield before being 
promoted to head coach. This was from 2010 to 2014, before the Blue 

Jackets brought him to their bench. The Falcons were 92-45-15 under 
Larsen with one playoff-round victory. 

“As an assistant, I was given a ton of responsibility,” he said. “I grew up 
rapidly. Quite honestly, there’s a lot of stuff about being head guy I don’t 
like. You have to have tough conversations, rip hearts out, tell guys they 
are not good enough. I understand what that’s like because it’s happened 
to me. But you must be assertive and convicted. Empower your staff. I 
truly believe there is no substitute for experience.” 

Is there anything he did as an assistant that he won’t give up? 

“[Keeping track of] scoring chances,” he laughed. “For five years [after 
every game], I put on my jeans and cowboy boots and took a couple of 
hours to do them right.” 

24. Larsen said everyone starts fresh in training camp as the Blue 
Jackets begin a new era. What hangs over from last year? 

“The foundations that we believe in do not change at all,” he answered. 
“We had a bad year. Deal with it, learn from it and move on.” 

25. I asked Larsen what he learned from Tortorella. 

“There’s not enough time to answer,” he replied. “What conflict looks like 
and how to handle it. If there’s something to deal with, deal with it head 
on. There were incredible moments — I shake my head thinking about 
them. He pushed players, challenged them, but showed he cared about 
them. I was surprised at how many of his old players still call him. It 
proved to me players want to be coached.” 

26. As I mentioned in the last blog, I wouldn’t be surprised if 2021–22 All-
Star is Vegas. I think that’s going to happen. I also think Nashville’s 
success as a visitor to the Dallas outdoor game (and its overall success 
as a market) puts it on the radar for its own outdoor event. 

27. Some fans tweeted they didn’t like an offside goal review in the 
Islanders/Tampa Bay series occurring 53 seconds after the entry. This 
was debated when the rule came in — should there be a limit on how 
long you get to clear? But the feeling was an offside taints the entire play, 
no matter how long before the goal. 

28. I heard on the weekend that there’s a team that offered to extend its 
amateur scouts — whose contracts expire at the end of this month — a 
30-day extension through the draft. That’s rough. 

29. Podcast co-host Jeff Marek had a conversation with Ryan Strome, 
who told a great story about meeting Colin Blackwell, who joined the 
Rangers this past year after two seasons in Nashville. When they were 
kids, they played against each other at the famous Brick minor-hockey 
tournament — Blackwell for the Boston Icemen, Strome for the Toronto 
Bulldogs. 

At the time, Blackwell asked Strome for his jersey in one of those post-
game exchanges, but Strome apparently blew him off. He had zero 
recollection of this incident, but Blackwell brought it up when they met 
this year in New York. First, that’s hilarious. Second, it’s always a 
reminder of someone’s always going to remember how you treated them. 

UPDATE: Strome reached out to add something. He said his father had 
told him that if his team won the event he should keep the jersey for 
memory’s sake. It’s in his basement today: 

30. Voting on the NHL’s awards is stressful enough, but the NBA is 
something else. Boston’s Jayson Tatum and Utah’s Donovan Mitchell 
saw the value of their contract extensions drop by $33 million because 
they weren’t selected to any All-NBA team. I don’t think I could do that. It 
would eat at me if I cost someone that much money. 

31. Just wanted to send the best to David Pastrnak and Rebecca 
Rohlsson on the loss of their newborn son, Viggo. It’s absolutely 
heartbreaking. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.29.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Conn Smythe Power Rankings: Price, Vasilevskiy clear 
favourites ahead of Cup Final 

 

Emily Sadler June 28, 2021, 12:52 PM 

 

And then there were two. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning and Montreal Canadiens are set to square off 
in an all-Atlantic Stanley Cup Final, just like we all predicted. 

It’s safe to say that whichever team hoists the Stanley Cup at the end of 
this one, their goaltender will be getting the MVP nod — it’s no surprise 
that the netminders are the betting favourites, too. 

Here’s what the Conn Smythe conversation looks like as we head into 
the Final round, with two star netminders leading the way in the hunt for 
the Stanley Cup. 

Carey Price, Montreal Canadiens 

This spring’s incredible run by the Montreal Canadiens has seen the 
franchise play about as complete a team game as you can put together, 
but the single biggest reason for their success is pretty obvious: Carey 
Price. 

The way the Canadiens play, they’re probably not going to best you in a 
high-scoring, all-offence affair — they’re scoring at a rate of 2.53 goals 
per game this post-season, which has them ranked 11th among the 16 
teams who made the playoffs — but considering how Price has been 
playing, they haven’t needed to. Price has not just kept them in every 
game with his consistently smart play and poise under pressure, but 
propelled them to victories by putting up otherworldly numbers, including 
a .934 save percentage and 2.02 goals against average while making 
saves like this one from Game 3 against Vegas: 

Remaining Time -0:31 

Price comes across and makes great save to deny Tuch on doorstep 

He’s won just about everything an NHL goalie can win – the Hart, 
Jennings, Ted Lindsay and Vezina were all his in 2014-15 – and now 
he’s four wins away from two more. 

The opportunity to see Price in his first Stanley Cup Final and taking on 
the most dangerous offence in the league is something every hockey fan 
can get behind regardless of allegiance. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Like Price, Andrei Vasilevskiy has been incredible this post-season. His 
.936 save percentage and 1.99 goals against average through 18 games 
this spring, are very similar to his Cup-winning numbers from last year’s 
run, and give him the slight edge statistically over the man at the 
opposite end of the rink. 

The 2021 Vezina finalist has been absolutely flawless in the biggest 
moments. He has now shut out opponents in four consecutive series-
clinching games, dating back to Game 6 of the 2020 Stanley Cup Final 
against Dallas last fall to hoist the Cup. That’s the longest such streak in 
NHL history. 

He blanked the New York Islanders twice in the semi-final series, for a 
league-leading four this post-season alone. His five career shutouts are 
tied for the most in franchise playoff history, with Nikolai Khabibulin and 
Ben Bishop. 

Brayden Point, Tampa Bay Lightning 

After an incredible Stanley Cup-winning run last fall, Brayden Point is up 
to his usual high-scoring ways once again. Point has been one of the 
league’s most productive players this post-season, his 20 points through 
18 games second only to teammate Nikita Kucherov’s 27. 

Point has a remarkable, league-leading 14 goals through three series this 
spring, matching last year’s 23-game playoff total and putting him in 
some pretty elite territory. 

He also had a nine-game goal streak, which was capped just one game 
shy of tying Reggie Leach’s all-time record set in 1975-76. (He and 
Leach are the only two players in NHL history to string together a playoff 
goal streak longer than seven games.) 

Point’s production — including a 32.6 per cent shooting percentage — 
will be put to the test when he goes up against Price, and will be all the 
more crucial when it comes to the status and abilities of Kucherov, who 
seems to be dealing with an undisclosed injury acquired late in the series 
against New York. 

Phillip Danault, Montreal Canadiens 

The Canadiens’ Conn Smythe conversation starts and ends with Price, 
period. But we cannot talk about valuable players without mentioning 
Phillip Danault. He doesn’t have the flash or offensive finesse of some of 
his young teammates, nor the overall production of Canadiens scoring 
leader Tyler Toffoli. But while he may not be the Habs’ biggest offensive 
contributor, he will shut down that of his opponents. 

En route to the Stanley Cup Final, the defensively-sound centreman put 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner on mute, came up big against the 
Jets’ top trio, and helped “skunk” Mark Stone – one of the best two-way 
forwards in the game today. 

Danault epitomizes the kind of structured, defensively sound game the 
Canadiens have been thriving on, and is the top penalty-killing forward 
on Montreal’s top-rated unit operating at a league-best 93.5 per cent. 
Can he accomplish more of the same against the Lightning? 

Honourable mentions 

Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay: He’s leading the league in playoff points for 
the second year in a row, and is the king of the NHL’s most lethal power 
play, but his health will be what everyone’s watching in the Cup Final 
against Montreal. Kucherov missed the majority of Game 6 against the 
Islanders with an undisclosed injury, but returned for Game 7 and later 
denied suffering a setback. He’s MVP-worthy every time he steps on the 
ice at his best, but the play of Vasilevskiy and goal-scoring of Point give 
his teammates the edge if we’re talking trophies right now. 

Cole Caufield, Montreal Canadiens: The rookie didn’t have a spot in the 
starting roster for Games 1 and 2 against the Maple Leafs in Round 1, 
but he’s made sure he’s irreplaceable in the 17 games since. Billed as a 
goal-scorer coming out of college, he certainly lived up to that reputation 
against Vegas with a four-goal semi-final series. But some of his best 
plays this post-season have been assists, his stellar chemistry with 
young centreman Nick Suzuki and Canadiens scoring leader Tyler Toffoli 
on full display — and incredibly fun to watch. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.29.2021 
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TSN.CA / Former Blackhawks player describes struggle as abuse 
allegations come to light 

A former Chicago Blackhawks player who alleges a team video coach 
sexually assaulted him and a teammate in 2010 tells TSN’s Rick 
Westhead he is still struggling 11 years later with its long-term effects. 

 

By Rick Westhead 
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Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault. 

A former Chicago Blackhawks player who alleges a team video coach 
sexually assaulted him and a teammate in 2010 says he has told his 
family about the abuse and is still struggling 11 years later with its long-
term effects. 

“Every day is a work in progress,” the player wrote in an email to TSN. “It 
comes when I wake up and much worse when trying to fall asleep, 
especially in light of all the activity now. I have not come to terms with it. 
It is ongoing. I don’t think I will ever fully come to terms with it.” 

TSN received a number of comments sent by the player through his 
attorney on Monday morning. The remarks came in response to 
questions TSN sent on Friday. 

The player’s answers were sent before The Athletic website reported that 
the Blackhawks have commissioned an independent investigation into 
allegations that former Blackhawks video coach Brad Aldrich sexually 
abused two players during the 2009-10 season, and that Blackhawks 
management at the time allegedly refused to go to police to file a 
complaint. 

TSN has identified the players who were allegedly abused by Aldrich but 
has a policy of not naming victims of sexual abuse without their 
permission. In court documents the player is referred to as “John Doe 1.” 

A second lawsuit filed against the Blackhawks alleges that the team 
provided Aldrich with a job reference after he left the Blackhawks in 
2010, which he used to secure future jobs in the hockey world. In 2013, 
he was convicted of sexually assaulting a then-17-year-old high school 
hockey player in Houghton, Mich. 

The Blackhawks have asked a court to dismiss the cases because they 
were not filed within the appropriate limitation period. 

The former Blackhawks player told TSN that he has a message to any 
other players who have been victims of Aldrich but are afraid to come 
forward. 

“I would tell them that it’s very hard to deal with the pain of coming out 
with what happened,” the player wrote. “But the minute you come out, the 
healing begins. It’s very uplifting to know how much support I’m getting 
from the public and other players.” 

The player said he wasn’t sure what he would say to Aldrich today if he 
were sitting across a table from him. 

“That question is too hard to answer,” the player wrote. “Obviously, it is 
an illness and I hope he heals for his sake and everyone else.” 

Susan Loggans, an attorney for the former Blackhawks player, said she 
welcomed news of an independent investigation but said she found it 
curious that the team was seeking to dismiss her client’s lawsuit on a 
technicality. 

“They don’t have to try to have our case dismissed because of a statute 
of limitations,” Loggans said. “If they wanted to do the right thing, they 
could acknowledge that something wrong has occurred, it’s been 
covered up for 10 years and say that it’s time to do the right thing.” 

“John Doe 1” is seeking $150,000 in his lawsuit. Loggans, however, said 
that figure is a placeholder and that lawyers can only suggest award 
damages to juries. She said this case is likely worth at least $10 million. 

On Friday, Loggans asked a judge to order the Blackhawks to produce 
emails, meeting notes, and other records related to her client’s alleged 
abuse. 

Among her requests: “Personnel files relating to Bradley Aldrich, 
including any letters of reference or recommendation” and, “Any emails 
phone messages memos or other interoffice communications regarding 

Bradley Aldrich between or among the defendant, the Blackhawks, 
employers, management employers, and/or executives.” 

While NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has not publicly addressed the 
Blackhawks abuse allegations, he is scheduled to hold a media 
conference later this afternoon ahead of Game 1 of the Stanley Cup final. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 06.29.2021 

1216725 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / Defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning pile on against 
Montreal Canadiens in Game 1 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning answered several questions Monday night in 
their quest for a Stanley Cup repeat. 

How effective would leading scorer Nikita Kucherov be after missing all 
but one shift of Game 6 in the last round? 

Could their spectacular power play connect against the Montreal 
Canadiens' even more impressive penalty killing unit and could they 
solve goalie Carey Price? 

Kucherov scored twice and Steven Stamkos connected on the power 
play in the third period as the defending champion Lightning piled on for 
a 5-1 win in Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

They got the puck past Price with deflections and screens. 

"I think that's the key, going on the inside, driving the net and taking his 
eyes away," said Yanni Gourde, who got his stick on a Blake Coleman 
shot to deflect the puck past Price in the second period. 

Game 2 will be Wednesday night in Tampa. 

The Lightning are looking to become the first team to repeat as 
champions since the 2016-17 Pittsburgh Penguins. 

A look at Game 1: 

Lightning's top line thrives 

Kucherov's first goal was on a Montreal own goal, but he wristed a shot 
past Price for a 4-1 lead after a Tampa Bay faceoff win. 

Kucherov, who was held off the scoreboard in Game 7 against the 
Islanders, finished with two goals and an assist. Brayden Point, who had 
a nine-game goal streak during the second and third rounds, had three 
assists. 

Kucherov has 30 points after sitting out all of the regular season with a 
hip surgery. 

"We just stick to our game plan," he said. "Coaches tell us what to do and 
we're doing a hell of a job listening to them." 

Kucherov and Point assisted on Stamkos' power-play goal, which put 
Tampa Bay up 5-1. The Canadiens had gone 13 games without allowing 
a power-play goal. 

"We know what we have with our power play group and we know the 
plays that we can make," Stamkos said. "And when we're confident and 
when we're making those plays, we go out there and execute and we did 
that at the end. So maybe a little confidence for our (power play) going 
forward." 

Rare goals 

Two defensemen picked up their first career playoff goal during the 
game. 
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Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak deflected an Ondrej Palat pass past 
Price in the first period for a 1-0 lead. 

It was his first playoff goal in 46 postseason games. 

Canadiens defenseman Ben Chiarot ended an even longer playoff 
drought with a goal in his 52nd postseason game. 

His shot deflected off two Lightning players to pull Montreal to within 2-1.  

Chiarot had bad luck later when he knocked the puck past his own goalie 
as Tampa Bay took a 3-1 lead. 

"I was just trying to throw it at the net and see what happened, and 
fortunately it was a lucky bounce," Kucherov said.  

Gallagher bloodied, Killorn hurt 

Canadiens forward Brendan Gallagher was bloodied when his helmet 
came off as he was wrestled to the ice by Lightning defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev during the third period. 

Lightning forward Alex Killorn played only one shift after blocking a shot 
in the second period. 

“Obviously he couldn’t go down the stretch there,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “Hopefully we’ll see tomorrow.” 

Country vs. country 

The 2021 Stanley Cup Final is the first between teams from the USA and 
Canada since the Boston Bruins defeated the Vancouver Canucks in 
seven games in 2011. 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau challenged U.S. President Joe 
Biden to a friendly wager, and it was accepted. 

No word on what's at stake. 

No Canadian team has won the Stanley Cup since the Canadiens 
defeated the Los Angeles Kings in 1993. 

Lineup change 

Canadiens forward Jake Evans (concussion) returned to the lineup for 
the first time since he left the ice on a stretcher in Game 1 of the second 
round. 

Winnipeg Jets forward Mark Scheifele was suspended four games for 
bowling over Evans after he scored an empty net goal.  

"A brain injury is a serious thing to not rush back, and I just wanted to 
take my time with it," Evans said. 

Evans replaced Joel Armia, who cleared COVID-19 protocol and flew on 
a private jet to Tampa. He took part in warmups but the Canadiens 
coaching scratched him because he had been at home for several days. 

Interim coach Luke Richardson liked what he saw from Evans. 

"We thought he played very heads-up hockey," he said. 
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USA TODAY / Boston Bruins star David Pastrnak announces death of 
newborn son 

 

Scooby Axson 

 

Boston Bruins forward David Pastrnak announced early Monday morning 
that his newborn son has died. 

Pastrnak posted on Instagram page that Viggo Rohl Pastrnak passed 
away on June 23. 

Viggo was born on June 17. 

“We have an Angel watching over us and we call him SON. You will be 
loved FOREVER,” Pastrnak wrote on Instagram. "Please respect our 
privacy as we are going through these heartbreaking times." 

Pastrnak, 25, just completed his seventh NHL season, all with the Bruins. 

He played in 48 games in 2020-21, and was third on the Bruins with 48 
points (20 goals, 28 assists). He also led the team with 15 points in 11 
playoff games. Pastrnak was the co-winner of the Maurice "Rocket" 
Richard Trophy as the league's leading goal scorer (48) last season. He 
has 200 goals and 427 points in 438 games. 
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USA TODAY / Stanley Cup 2021 picks: Here's how Lightning-Canadiens 
series will play out 

 

Jimmy Hascup, Mike Brehm, Jace Evans, Alyssa Hertel  

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are one series victory away from repeating as 
Stanley Cup champions. 

The Montreal Canadiens, who hold the record for most Stanley Cup titles 
at 24, can end a 28-year championship drought for their franchise and for 
their country. 

The winner of the 2021 season will be determined when the best-of-
seven Stanley Cup Final starts Monday night. 

The Canadiens have been the surprise of the playoffs as they finished 
fourth in the North Division, but ranked 18th among all teams with 59 
points. They won series against the Toronto Maple Leafs, Winnipeg Jets 
and Vegas Golden Knights despite starting on the road. The Lightning, 
who got past the Florida Panthers, Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Islanders, will start at home for the second consecutive series. 

Here is who USA TODAY Sports' experts predict will be hoisting Lord 
Stanley's Cup when the series concludes: 

Lightning in six: I have not chosen the Canadiens once in these playoffs, 
and I won't go there now. Even though the Canadiens have been 
impressive and fully deserving of reaching the Final, Tampa Bay can 
match (and exceed) them all over the ice. While the Canadiens boast a 
very committed, 200-foot team, the Lightning have that and more, 
including more explosive top-end talent on offense (Nikita Kucherov, 
Brayden Point, Steven Stamkos, to name a few contributors) and more 
depth, including a defense I give the slight edge to because of Victor 
Hedman and the way Ryan McDonagh played in the last series. Sure, 
Carey Price has been tremendous. But so has Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
Tampa Bay is also battle-tested as a group, with an experienced coach in 
Jon Cooper that can win the playoff chess matches.   -- Jimmy Hascup 

Lightning in seven: I incorrectly picked against the Canadiens in every 
round and correctly picked the Lightning in every round. As much as I like 
the way the Canadiens are playing, I'm going to have to go with the 
Lightning. Goalie Carey Price is playing brilliantly, but Andrei Vasilevskiy 
has been slightly better. The Lightning's offense has been more 
productive, and their power play (37.7%) has been dangerous. The 
Canadiens don't take a lot of penalties and their penalty killing is tops in 
the postseason, but the Lightning should sneak in enough goals on the 
power play to make a difference in a tight series. -- Mike Brehm 
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Lightning in six: I have picked against the Canadiens every single round 
and they have repeatedly made me look a fool, but I'm going to bet 
against them one more time. Tampa has talent in spades -- Brayden 
Point already has 14 goals these playoffs -- as well as toughness. as 
leading scorer Nikita Kucherov showed in his return to the lineup in 
Game 7 against the Islanders after missing almost all of Game 6 with an 
injury. And though this is a cliché, the Bolts also know how to defend to 
win this time of year: Backstopped by Andrei Vasilevskiy, they've pitched 
shutouts in four games, including all three series clinchers. The Lightning 
are a team on a mission to repeat, a feat that would make them arguably 
the greatest team of the salary cap era. I think they get it done. -- Jace 
Evans 

Canadiens in six: Finally, an East vs. East matchup in the Stanley Cup 
Final. Montreal took six playoff games to overtime, and the Canadiens 
won five of those contests. On offense, Tampa Bay has the advantage, 
with the top five playoff points leaders wearing Lightning jerseys. But let’s 
not forget that Tampa Bay has lost to “worse” teams before (see the 
2019 series against the Blue Jackets). Montreal’s Cole Caufield has been 
the hottest rookie in the postseason, and the Canadiens are 8-1 when he 
records at least one point. But relying on a rookie is risky, and ultimately 
this series is going to come down to goaltending. Andrei Vasilevskiy 
thrives under playoff pressure, and he’s eyeing his second Cup in as 
many years. Carey Price, frankly, is the reason the Canadiens made it 
this far. He already has an Olympic gold, and he wants his first Stanley 
Cup. Conveniently ignoring that the Lightning defense is stacked – and 
few players rival what Victor Hedman does on the ice – I think Price has 
enough drive and playoff experience to pull it off. -- Alyssa Hertel 
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