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NHL announces 2020-21 First and Second All-Star teams 

Fox, Makar, Marchand, Marner, McDavid, Vasilevskiy 
honored 

By NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK -- Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid, 
who earlier today won the Hart Trophy as NHL MVP and Ted 
Lindsay Award for most outstanding player as selected by 
the players at the 2021 NHL Awards presented by 
Bridgestone, heads the list of players voted to the 2020-21 
NHL First All-Star Team. 

Flanking McDavid as First Team forwards are Brad 
Marchand of the Boston Bruins at left wing and Mitchell 
Marner of the Toronto Maple Leafs on right wing. The 
defensemen are Adam Fox of the New York Rangers and 
Cale Makar of the Colorado Avalanche. The goaltender is 
Andrei Vasilevskiy of the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

McDavid has been voted to the First Team for the fourth time 
in his six NHL seasons. Marchand and Vasilevskiy are 
making their second career First Team appearance, while 
Marner, Fox and Makar are making their First Team debut. 

Five of the six places on the Second Team are taken by 
players selected to their first postseason All-Star Team, 

including Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who finished his 17th NHL campaign ranked third on 
the all-time wins list (492). Other first-time recipients are 
Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton and the 
entire forward line of center Auston Matthews of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, right wing Mikko Rantanen of the Colorado 
Avalanche and left wing Jonathan Huberdeau of the Florida 
Panthers. 

Rounding out the Second Team is Lightning defenseman 
Victor Hedman, voted to his fifth career postseason All-Star 
Team (1 First Team, 4 Second Team). The only active NHL 
blueliner with more is Zdeno Chara (seven: 3 First Team, 4 
Second Team). 

Voting for the All-Star Team was conducted among 
representatives of the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association after the conclusion of the regular season. 

The complete list of NHL First and Second All-Star Team 
rosters by season since their inception in 1930-31 is 
available at the NHL's official records site, 
Records.NHL.com. The site also lists all-time and active 
leaders voted to the First and Second Teams by position.
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NHL announces 2020-21 All-Rookie team 

Kaprizov, Miller, Nedeljkovic, Norris, Robertson, Smith 
honored 

By NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK -- The National Hockey League announced 
today the 2020-21 NHL All-Rookie Team, including the three 
players voted as finalists for the Calder Memorial Trophy as 
the League's top rookie: forwards Kirill Kaprizov of the 
Minnesota Wild and Jason Robertson of the Dallas Stars as 
well as goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic of the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Also named to the 2020-21 NHL All-Rookie Team are 
forward Josh Norris of the Ottawa Senators and defensemen 
K'Andre Miller of the New York Rangers and Ty Smith of the 
New Jersey Devils. 

Voting was conducted by the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association at the conclusion of the regular season. 
Following is a summary of each NHL All-Rookie Team 
member's outstanding campaign: 

GOALTENDER 

Alex Nedeljkovic, Carolina Hurricanes 

Nedeljkovic, a second-round pick (37th overall) in the 2014 
NHL Draft, led all goaltenders (rookie or veteran) with a 1.90 
goals-against average and .932 save percentage - both 
single-season franchise records - to power the Hurricanes to 
their first division title since 2005-06. Nedeljkovic, who began 
the season on Carolina's taxi squad, went 15-5-3 in 23 total 
appearances, including three shutouts (Feb. 20 vs. TBL, 
March 22 at CBJ and April 8 vs. FLA). That record was aided 
by a pair of lengthy point streaks: seven games from March 
1-25 (6-0-1) and eight contests from April 8 - May 3 (7-0-1). 
The 25-year-old Parma, Ohio, native is the Hurricanes' first 
All-Rookie Team representative since defenseman Justin 
Faulk in 2011-12 and the second goaltender in franchise 
history to make the list, following Peter Sidorkiewicz in 1988-
89 (w/ HFD). 

DEFENSEMEN (in alphabetical order) 

K'Andre Miller, New York Rangers 

Miller, the 22nd overall selection in the 2018 NHL Draft, 
ranked second among rookie defensemen in both average 
time on ice (21:07) and total time on ice (1,118:49) while 
registering a +9 rating - tied for second among first-year 
blueliners. Miller, who played in 53 of New York's 56 games, 
also led rookie defensemen in goals (5) and blocked shots 
(77) and placed third in overall scoring (5-7-12). He topped 
rookie blueliners and finished sixth among all NHL 
defensemen with 33 takeaways while receiving only 20 
penalty minutes, the second-fewest among rookies who 
averaged at least 20 minutes per game in 2020-21 
(minimum: 10 GP). The 21-year-old St. Paul, Minn., native is 
the fourth defenseman in Rangers history who has been 
voted to the All-Rookie Team, joining Brady Skjei (2016-17), 
Michael Del Zotto (2009-10) and Brian Leetch (1988-89). 

Ty Smith, New Jersey Devils 

Smith, the 17th overall pick in the 2018 NHL Draft, paced 
rookie defensemen in assists (21), points (23), power-play 
assists (6) and power-play points (7) while averaging 20:07 
across 48 contests. Smith, who scored in his League debut 
(Jan. 14 vs. BOS), became the sixth blueliner in NHL history 
to begin his career with a point streak of at least five games 
(Jan. 14-24: 1-5-6), following Marek Zidlicky (6 GP w/ NSH), 
Harry Cameron (5 GP w/ Toronto Arenas), Hap Day (5 GP 
w/ Toronto St. Patricks), Cale Makar (5 GP w/ COL) and 
Larry Murphy (5 GP w/ LAK). The 21-year-old Lloydminster, 
Alta., native is the sixth Devils defenseman who has been 
named to the All-Rookie Team, after Will Butcher (2017-18), 
Colin White (2000-01), Brian Rafalski (1999-00), Scott 
Niedermayer (1992 93) and Eric Weinrich (1990-91). 

FORWARDS (in alphabetical order) 

Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota Wild 

Kaprizov, a fifth-round selection (135th overall) in the 2015 
NHL Draft, led NHL rookies and all Wild skaters in both goals 
(27) and points (51) in 55 games to power Minnesota to the 
postseason for the eighth time in nine years. Only three other 
rookies since 1993-94 have paced their team in points during 
the regular season while also helping them qualify for the 
playoffs: Auston Matthews (2016-17 w/ TOR), Filip Forsberg 
(2014-15 w/ NSH) and Trent Hunter (2003-04 w/ NYI). 
Kaprizov - who set several franchise rookie records despite 
the shortened season - also led all rookies in shots on goal 
(157) and ranked second in assists (24) while topping rookie 
forwards in average time on ice (18:18). The 24-year-old 
Novokuznetsk, Russia, native is the second player in Wild 
history who has been selected to the All-Rookie Team, 
joining teammate Jonas Brodin (2012-13). 

Josh Norris, Ottawa Senators 

Norris, the 19th overall pick by the San Jose Sharks in the 
2017 NHL Draft, ranked third on the Senators and among 
NHL rookies with 17-18-35 while playing in all 56 games. 
Norris, who paced first-year skaters in both power-play 
assists (8) and power-play points (14), finished among the 
leading rookies in several other offensive categories, 
including shooting percentage (2nd; 17.7%), goals (t-2nd; 
17), power-play goals (t 2nd; 6), assists (4th; 18) and shots 
on goal (7th; 96). He also topped rookies in face-offs won 
(379), face-offs taken (724) and face-off winning percentage 
(52.3%). The 22-year-old Oxford, Mich., native is the sixth 
Senators' forward to make the All-Rookie Team, after Brady 
Tkachuk (2018-19), Mark Stone (2014-15), Martin Havlat 
(2000-01), Marian Hossa (1998-99) and Daniel Alfredsson 
(1995-96). 

Jason Robertson, Dallas Stars 

Robertson, a second-round choice (39th overall) in the 2017 
NHL Draft, finished second on the Stars and among NHL 
rookies with 17-28-45 in 51 contests. He topped League 
rookies in assists (28), plus/minus (tied, +13) and even-
strength points (39), and also ranked among the leading 
rookies in shots on goal (2nd; 127), goals (t-2nd; 17), game-
winning goals (t-4th; 3), power-play assists (t-5th; 5) and 
shooting percentage (8th; 13.4%). Robertson's season was 
highlighted by a nine-game point streak from April 13-27 (4-
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9-13), the longest by a rookie since the franchise relocated to 
Dallas in 1993-94 and the longest by any rookie since 2017-
18 (Clayton Keller : 10 GP w/ ARI). The 21-year-old Arcadia, 

Calif., native is the fifth player in Stars/North Stars history 
who has been selected to the All-Rookie Team and just the 
second forward, following Mike Modano (1989-90).

 

 

 

2021 Draft Profile: Oskar Olausson 

The Hurricanes have some options picking 27th in the 
upcoming draft. Oskar Olausson provides a skill set that 
would benefit the Hurricanes once he reaches his potential. 

By Matthew Somma 

The Hurricanes’ season is over, and while it may not have 
been the outcome that we were all hoping for, at least we 
don’t have to get excited about the 13th overall pick. The 
Hurricanes own the 27th pick in the draft but will pick the 
26th player since Arizona’s first round pick was forfeited due 
to NHL sanctions. This may not be the best draft, and you 
could even argue that it’s one of the weakest classes in the 
past decade. These are the drafts that I love, however, 
because this is where scouts earn their money. It’s easy to 
find players in a deep class like the 2015 and 2019 drafts, for 
instance, but it takes a good scout to find the gems in a draft 
as weak as the 2012 draft.  

The first prospect that we’ll be talking about is HV71 winger 
Oskar Olausson. I will be breaking up each profile into three 
sections: paper stats, on-ice performance and scouting, and 
a summary of the player and his ceiling. Since I will be 
watching multiple games and other clips of these players, my 
opinions could change over time. The summary will include 
my final analysis of the player, as well as if I could see him 
as a fit in this organization. 

Paper Stats 

Olausson is a 6-foot-2, 181pound winger that split this past 
season between three teams in Sweden. He had 27 points in 
16 games with HV71’s U20 team, four points in 16 games 
with HV71 in the SHL and six points in 11 games with 
Sodertalje SK in Sweden’s second tier HockeyAllsvenskan. 
Across all of these games, Olausson finished with 20 goals 
and 37 points. His production in HockeyAllsvenskan is 
encouraging, as he’s over half a point per game in a very 
competitive league, albeit a small sample size. At this age, 
first-round caliber prospects should be dominating a U20 
league, and I saw flashes of solid play with HV71 in the SHL. 
Olausson’s stats and measurables stand out as a player that 
many teams will covet in the upcoming draft, so let’s take a 
look at his game. 

Scouting Report 

From game against Tingsryd AIF in HockeyAllsvenskan 

What stands out immediately is Olausson’s stickhandling. 
He’s clever with the puck and is capable of dancing through 
defenses with his stickhandling and strong stride. He can 
accelerate to top speed quicker than his competition, 
allowing for the potential for a dangerous forecheck 
presence.  

What I’ve noticed early on in this game is that Olausson 
seems content with letting the play come to him. He isn’t as 
aggressive on the puck as a player of his size should be, 
which is interesting. There were a few instances where 
Olausson was standing around or looking flat footed in both 
ends, which can be a little frustrating. Olausson also left the 
defensive zone before his teammates controlled possession, 
causing for the puck to stay in the defensive zone on multiple 
occasions. Utilizing his teammates and helping the play 
develop instead of waiting for the puck to come to him could 
take his game to another level.  

He already has the speed and stickhandling to make an 
impact in the offensive zone. With that being said, there’s no 
doubt in my mind that his hockey sense is above average. 
He knows exactly where to position himself in the offensive 
zone in order to receive a pass. Sodertalje implements an 
unusual power play strategy that utilizes Olausson’s speed. 
He starts as the third point man and skates in on the faceoff 
to steal the puck from the opponent. He then skates behind 
the net and attempts a pass. The speed, stickhandling ability 
and ability to steal the puck makes the play work and is an 
example of just how dangerous Olausson can be even when 
he isn’t scoring. Olausson’s first shot in this game was a 
goal. His release is lightning fast and it’s clear that he can do 
a lot of damage with a shot from the left circle.  

Positives from this game include Olausson’s skating, shot, 
stickhandling and hockey sense. I wasn’t thrilled with his play 
with the puck on his stick. He’s a good stickhandler, but I feel 
that he doesn’t know what to do with the puck on occasion 
and can be prone to turnovers. From looking at various clips 
and highlights, it’s clear that Olausson is both a transition 
and precision scorer. He has a deadly wrist shot and is lethal 
on the power play, but that’s not the only way he can score. 
His speed makes him dangerous on the rush and he can 
make a goalie miss with a quick wrist shot.  

Summary 

Olausson has the potential to become a 30-goal, 50+ point 
player at the NHL level. I can see why scouts have him 
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ranked as high as 13th overall in this draft class. There are 
few better than Olausson at scoring goals in this draft class, 
and that’s a hot commodity in the NHL. On average, it seems 
that Olausson is ranked as the 21st overall prospect in this 
draft class. There’s a possibility that he could fall to Carolina 
in the draft. Is he a fit for the system? I think so. Olausson 
plays a quick, skilled game that could match up well with the 
likes of Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho, to name a few. 
The Hurricanes have a handful of goal scorers on their 
current roster, but Olausson could be the pure goal scorer 
that they’ve been missing in their middle six.  

Given everything I was able to learn about Olausson’s game, 
I have my reservations with picking him. Again, he’s a 
fantastic goal scorer with great skating ability and 
stickhandling skills. It’s what Olausson lacks in his game that 
makes me wary of him as a player. His skating is miles 
ahead of his puck carrying skills, so he tends to lose control 
and turn the puck over whenever he’s the one initiating a 

breakout. That’s something that can be improved upon, but 
the turnovers do cause a bit of concern. The other concern I 
have is that Olausson doesn’t drive play as much as I’d like a 
first round pick to. He’s very skilled individually, but I don’t 
see him utilizing his teammates as much as he could. That 
said, I feel like Olausson could improve by adding some 
weight and working on his passing. He’s fantastic in 
transition when he isn’t turning the puck over, and if he can 
limit those turnovers or prevent them from happening, you’re 
looking at one dangerous player.  

Judging from his potential, I’d consider picking Olausson if 
he is available when the Hurricanes make their selection. 
The potential in Olausson’s game is too good to pass up on, 
especially if the Hurricanes can add a goal scorer of his 
caliber. It will take time to develop Olausson, and you’re 
looking at a minimum of three years before he is a full-time 
NHL player, but the wait will be worth it. After all, who 
wouldn’t want a potential 30-goal scorer on their hands?

 

  
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-announces-2020-21-first-and-second-all-star-teams/c-325521184 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-announces-2020-21-all-rookie-team/c-325521076 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/29/22554145/nhl-draft-prospects-carolina-hurricanes-olausson 
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The Athletic / How ESPN built its NHL broadcasting team, programming 
expectations and what about Gary Thorne? 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Jun 30, 2021 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — ESPN formally announced the majority of its NHL 
broadcasting team Tuesday, rolling out a group featuring a mix of 
established names and newer voices to the hockey broadcasting space. 

ESPN, which starts a seven-year run in July as the A package rights 
holder in the United States, made several outside hires, particularly for 
studio roles, while also sticking with other NHL reporters and 
broadcasters that already worked for the company. 

What was your plan and vision as you built out the talent roster? 

We wanted to build the best team we could. We wanted to go get the 
best people that we could that would represent the company. And then 
along the way, we also wanted people coming in at the sport from 
different angles. So we wanted guys who played in the league. And we 
got that. We wanted some people from Canada, because this sport is 
huge, obviously, in Canada. So we have three people who live in 
Canada, Leah (Hextall), Ray (Ferraro) and Cassie (Campbell-Pascall). 

We wanted people who were diverse; we wanted a diverse lineup so they 
could bring their perspective. So whether it’s Blake Bolden, who’s 
scouting with the Kings, as an African American and (who) played 
professionally or whether it’s Hilary Knight or whether it’s A.J. (Mleczko), 
both of them played, along with Cassie, on the international stage, I think 
having people who played in the biggest games in the sport, so when we 
get to that point in our coverage, they can share what that is like and 
share anecdotes. Enter Mark Messier, (Chris) Chelios, Ryan Callahan; 
(Kevin) Weekes played in the Stanley Cup Final with Carolina. 

We wanted people with a lot of knowledge about the sport and (who are) 
passionate about the sport. And we certainly have that. So I think when 
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you take it all and you put it all together that that’s where we landed with 
a really great, great team. I’ve heard from a bunch of them today who 
wish the season started tonight for us. 

What about with the play-by-play roles? You stayed in-house with those 
hires with Sean McDonough and Steve Levy as lead while John 
Buccigross, Bob Wischusen and Leah Hextall had also already called 
games for ESPN before. 

We were getting a lot of calls from all around from play-by-play 
announcers from the U.S. and Canada. But all along, we looked at our in-
house existing employees, whether it was Sean, Steve, John, Leah, Bob 
Wischusen. And based on our schedule, the number of games, we didn’t 
think we were going to need to go hire some play-by-play announcers 
from the outside. So it just worked out really, which is great. 

Steve and (Buccigross) and Linda and Barry, they’ve carried the NHL 
torch for the last 16 or 17 years while we haven’t had the rights. They’ve 
been hockey in our building, and they have (kept) the sport alive (on) 
SportsCenter (and) everywhere else. It was really important to make sure 
they were our part of the coverage in a meaningful way now that we have 
the rights back. 

Do you still have more hires to make? 

We still have a little work to do, we’re not quite done yet. There’s still a 
couple of areas that we want to address. And that’s what we’re going to 
be doing here over the next two to four weeks. 

Can you share what those areas are? 

Not publicly. 

What about Gary Thorne? That’s been the biggest question I see on 
social media after the announcement. 

I spoke to Bob Rosen, his agent, three or four times since the middle of 
March. And we’re not done yet. Bob and I are going to hopefully talk 
again tomorrow. We’re going to just want to leave it that we’ve had the 
conversation and let the dust settle from the announcement that we 
made today. And then we’ll kind of pick it up from there. 

Where are you on programming and what can you share on details right 
now? 

We’re in it pretty deep. We’re in it with a brand new graphics package. 
Obviously we’re in it with music, which everybody also seems to ask 
about. We’re fully engaged with our ad sales team. I would say I talked to 
somebody from the league every day of the week. So we’re moving. We 
have games on October 12. We’re trying to figure out (our) weekly studio 
shows; I believe we’ll have a weekly show that airs on ESPN2 on 
Thursday that will kick in right before the season starts. 

We have the expansion draft and the first round of the draft coming up 
next month that the NHL is producing, but (Chris) Fowler is going to be 
the host of the expansion draft. And he’s looking to be part of the NHL 
coverage after football season ends. He’s a big hockey guy. Buccigross 
is hosting the NHL Draft. So we’re in it. We’re moving pretty quickly since 
this deal was announced, and I would just tell you our place is excited 
about the NHL. I mean, it’s unbelievable. The amount of interest 
internally and excitement across all departments. There’s a lot of positive 
energy focused on the NHL coming back to ESPN. 

Is there a set weeknight yet for national games on ESPN? 

We’re waiting for the schedule. That has not been determined yet. So the 
programming guys, everybody is waiting for the schedule. I know 
programming obviously talks to the league and all that jazz but I don’t 
know as we sit here today honestly. 
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The Athletic / Ray Ferraro on joining ESPN and what it means for TSN 
and his time at ‘OverDrive’ 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Jun 29, 2021  

  

A month ago, Ray Ferraro was still standing on the golf course when the 
call came in for his scheduled radio interview. He has made radio 
appearances while putting his bag in the overhead compartment of an 
airplane, and he has quieted his young children so he can finish an 
interview in the family car. 

The former NHL forward usually had 15 to 20 radio calls each week in his 
role as an analyst with TSN, and each required time for research and 
preparation. They added to the grind of a long season, and they were 
among the reasons Ferraro has opted to add ESPN to his portfolio of 
network jobs. 

He was officially named as part of the U.S. network’s talent roster on 
Tuesday, joining fellow Canadian broadcasters such as Cassie 
Campbell-Pascall, Leah Hextall and Kevin Weekes, among others. 
Ferraro will continue to work at TSN, but with fewer daily responsibilities. 

“The first thing was I wanted to try and achieve a little bit of a work and 
life balance,” he said. 

Ferraro will still appear on TSN’s regional coverage of the Maple Leafs. 
He will continue to work with the network at the world junior 
championship, including training camp and exhibition games. 

He will no longer make his regular radio appearances, including his time 
on “OverDrive,” TSN Radio’s afternoon drive program in Toronto. Ferraro 
has been a fixture on the show, which has become the top-rated in its 
time slot. 

He will make his final appearance as a regular guest on Wednesday. 

“There’s no way I can not do that show once in a while,” he said. “I don’t 
know how we’re going to work it out, but we will. I love the show.” 

Ferraro began his broadcast career at ESPN, working as an analyst for 
NHL 2Night while he was still an active player. He retired in 2002, after a 
career that spanned two decades and included stops in Hartford, Long 
Island, New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta and St. Louis. 

He joined TSN in 2008, and became among the most coveted analysts in 
the industry. 

“When I started, I’d just been doing games, and I had no idea how to do 
them or what to do,” he said on Tuesday. “I didn’t have any real 
coaching. I just did it.” 

Ferraro said his experience on the ice helped inform and moderate his 
analysis: “I watch a play and I’m like, ‘Man, I can see why that guy 
screwed up. I’ve made that mistake and it’s hard, even if it doesn’t look 
like it.’” 

And still, in the insular world of professional hockey, Ferraro will also 
level criticism. 

“My view is: Hey, these people sitting on their couch watching? Most of 
them have a pretty darn good idea of what’s going on,” he said. “And if I 
don’t give a fair evaluation of a play, they’ll think I’m full of shit.” 

The television landscape for the NHL shifted in the United States this 
spring when the league reached a seven-year deal with ESPN for its 
main television package in March. Turner Sports then signed a seven-
year agreement with the league in April, officially moving the NHL away 
from its long-time home at NBC. 

Turner signed Wayne Gretzky as a studio analyst. ESPN added his old 
teammate, Mark Messier. Almost as soon as the rights deals were 
announced, rumours of Ferraro’s future swirled throughout industry 
circles. 

The move to ESPN will not uproot his family. Ferraro and his wife, 
Cammi Granato, will remain in Vancouver with their children, Riley (14) 
and Reese (11). Granato is working as a scout with the expansion 
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Seattle Kraken, and has been preparing for the first NHL entry draft in 
franchise history. 

“She’ll be scouting, I’ll walk up into the room,” Ferraro said with a 
chuckle. “I don’t even know if she knows she does it, but she just turns 
her computer. She closes the lid on it.” 

Like Ferraro, Campbell-Pascall, the Canadian Olympic hero, will continue 
her work in Canada on top of her new role with ESPN. The 47-year-old 
will remain with “Hockey Night in Canada,” where she is a lead studio 
analyst. 

“I’m extremely lucky to be working for two networks,” said Ferraro. “I am 
a game analyst, and that’s what I’m going to be doing.” 

He said he did not know how his weekly schedule would unfold next 
season. He suspected he might be able to piggyback games on top of 
each other, working one game on a Tuesday, another on Wednesday, 
and return home to his family. 

The radio appearances are no longer part of his agreement. Bob 
McKenzie, the long-time TSN journalist, had also cited the burden of 
regular radio interviews when discussing his transition into what he calls 
a “soft retirement,” with select appearances on television and minimal 
time on radio. 

“There was a relentlessness to the season that was really hard to keep 
up with,” said Ferraro. “And so when the ESPN opportunity came up, 
basically I’m just doing games now. That’s all I’m doing. It is — in my 
view — way more manageable.” 

The 56-year-old said he would make an exception for OverDrive, where 
he would regularly appear with co-hosts Bryan Hayes, Jeff (Odog) O’Neill 
and long-time friend Jamie (Noodles) McLennan. It will not be daily, nor 
even weekly, but he said he would still appear when he could. 

“I’m coming back on, for sure,” he said. “I love the show.” 
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The Athletic / ‘This might be the last chance I get:’ NHL players 
concerned about Olympic participation 

 

By Joe Smith  

Jun 29, 2021  

  

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said Monday he had “real concerns” 
about whether the league would be able to come to an agreement to 
send players to the 2022 Beijing Olympics in February. 

There’s been a number of issues, including the COVID-19 virus, and time 
is running out to make a commitment as the league’s 2021-22 schedule 
is supposed to be finalized sometime between the end of the Stanley 
Cup Final and the NHL Draft, which is set for July 23-24, according to 
Bettman. 

But Rene Fasel, the president of the International Ice Hockey Federation, 
told The Athletic on Tuesday that there is still hope NHL players will be at 
the Games. 

“I would agree with Commissioner Bettman and Mr. Daly that time is 
running short, but the window is still open,” Fasel said in a statement to 
The Athletic. “We remain positive and are happy with the progress of the 
talks so far between the NHL, NHLPA, IOC, BOCOG,  and IIHF. There 
are still many details to be worked out, and we recognize the risk of 
COVID-19 affecting travel and other logistics, but regardless we will 
continue our dialogue and work towards getting a best-on-best 
tournament in Beijing.” 

The idea of not being able to play for their country in next year’s Games 
would be heartbreaking to many players. 

“The Olympics is one of the biggest dreams of mine and I haven’t been 
able to participate in one,” Lightning star defenseman Victor Hedman, 30, 
said Tuesday when told of Bettman’s comments. “This might be the last 
chance I get. That sucks to hear.  To get an opportunity to represent your 
country on the biggest stage, it’s one of those things that you’ll probably 
never forget. And, for me, it’s obviously something I’ve been dreaming 
about my whole life and something I want to do before I hang up my 
skates.” 

Hedman was part of Sweden’s World Championship gold medal team in 
2019, but he was not on the Olympic roster in 2014. 

The NHL skipped the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics, but it agreed to allow 
its players to return to the Olympics in 2022 and 2026 as part of the four-
year extension of the collective bargaining pact they made with the NHL 
Players’ Association last summer. The agreement didn’t guarantee 
players’ participation, as the league still needed to iron out issues with 
the International Olympic Committee that the NHL said prevented them 
from going in 2018. 

Deputy commissioner Bill Daly said the league and the IOC have 
“worked through a lot of the more basic issues” but that other issues such 
as COVID-19’s impact on the Games remain obstacles. 

“There are a couple remaining open issues,” Daly said. “One has to do 
with the continued uncertainty of the Games, with respect to what the 
rules will be associated with the Games — whether there will be 
spectators, whether there won’t be spectators. How the Tokyo Games 
may impact how the Beijing Games are run. There are COVID-related 
insurance issues that are important to the players and the clubs and the 
league.” 

Lightning defenseman Ryan McDonagh was on the United States 
Olympic team in 2014 in Sochi and is a likely candidate to be on next 
year’s team in Beijing. He said it “would be a shame” if players weren’t 
given the opportunity to play. There are a number of young stars on 
Tampa Bay, for example, that haven’t had a chance, from Brayden Point 
(Canada) to Nikita Kucherov and Andrei Vasilevskiy (Russia) and captain 
Steven Stamkos (Canada). 

“I know as a young player, you have the dream to represent your country, 
and I had that opportunity myself,” McDonagh said. “But for any player 
coming up or trying to represent their country for the first time at the 
Olympic Games, they are such a unique experience. I think they do 
wonders for the sport of hockey and I’m really hoping there’s a way for 
them to work it out to allow players to represent their country.” 

Bettman said they don’t know as of now if the NHL will participate and 
that’s causing a fair number of issues related to getting next season up 
and running. “We have real concerns about whether or not it’s sensible to 
have our players participating and us shutting down for an Olympic 
break,” Bettman said. 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper, who coached Canada for the world 
championships in 2019, is a strong candidate to be the country’s head 
coach in Beijing. He recalled flying to the Olympics in Vancouver in 2010 
just to be part of it, and believes the experience would be important for 
players. 

“I know they genuinely love going to the Olympics,” Cooper said. “There’s 
something about best on best. Something about how proud you are for 
the country you’re from and wearing the flag, there’s no question about it. 
I got a little taste of it in the World Cup, but it wasn’t the Olympics. I really 
believe that even my participation in the world championships, it’s 
amazing the pride the team has, whatever country you’re from. It’s one of 
the coolest events I’ve ever been through. 

“I can see how (not going) would be tough for guys to swallow. But it’s 
out of our hands, players know that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Notebook: Canadiens must solve Cooper’s 
matchup game 

 

Luke Fox @lukefoxjukebox  

June 29, 2021, 2:32 PM 

 

No active NHL coach has spent more time running his bench than Jon 
Cooper. 

No active NHL coach has spent less time running his bench than Luke 
Richardson. 

And Round 1 went to the more experienced bench boss. 

Home ice helps. 

With the advantage of final change, keeping Brayden Point’s lethal top 
line away from shutdown master Philipp Danault and his wingers was a 
stroke of simple genius by Cooper. 

Not all coaches have taken the same tack when facing one of the game’s 
premier defensive forwards, and Danault has helped quiet the likes of 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner, Kyle Connor and Blake Wheeler, 
Mark Stone and Max Pacioretty to get here. 

And not all coaches have the benefit of Cooper’s forward depth. 

Point & Co. feasted on young Montreal forwards Nick Suzuki, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi plus Tyler Toffoli, and each member of that line finished a 
dash-3. 

“I like the way things were going for us, and so we stuck with it. Does it 
mean we’re gonna keep sticking with it? Who knows?” Cooper said. 

Added Steven Stamkos: “We have a game plan, and we have a recipe. 
And if we do the right things, we believe we’re going to get rewarded for 
it. We have so far to get to this point and I thought we did that in [Game 
1]. When we’re on top of our game like that, we’re a tough team to beat.” 

Olympic dreams deferred? 

Hard to imagine, but perennial Norris contender Victor Hedman was 
passed over in 2014 and thus did not win a silver Olympic medal with 
Team Sweden. 

“The Olympics is one of the biggest dreams of mine, and I haven’t been 
able to participate in one,” Hedman said Tuesday. “And this might be the 
last chance I get. It’s something I’ve dreamed about my entire life.” 

Young Hedman watched the likes of veterans Henrik Tallinder, Johnny 
Oduya and Jonathan Ericsson duke it out with Carey Price and Team 
Canada in ’14 — the last appearance by NHLers at the Games. 

On Monday, commissioner Gary Bettman sounded less than optimistic 
that we’ll witness a return to true best-on-best in 2022 in Beijing. 

“That would be unfortunate if the players weren’t able to go. I can only 
speak for the guys in the room,” said Jon Cooper, reported frontrunner to 
coach Team Canada. 

“I know they genuinely love going to the Olympics. I think there is 
something about the best-on-best. There is something about how proud 
you are from the country you’re from and to wear the flag.” 

Cooper flew to Vancouver in 2010 as a fan, just to witness Sidney 
Crosby score the golden goal. 

“I got a little taste of it in the World Cup. But it just… it wasn’t the 
Olympics. Even my participation in the [2017] world championships, it’s 
amazing — the pride the teams have, regardless what country you’re 
from. And it was one of the coolest events I’ve ever been to. So I can’t 
even imagine what these players feel like when they go to Olympics, just 
to be around the best athletes of all the sports,” Cooper continued. 

“So I could see how that would be tough for guys to swallow.” 

At the outset of Game 1 and the first appearance by a Canadian team in 
a Stanley Cup in 10 years, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau suggested a 
“friendly wager” with his leader to the south. 

President Joe Biden gladly accepted the betting favourite in a Twitter 
exchange. 

Details of the deal have yet to be sorted out. 

“We’re intrigued,” tweeted the Tampa Bay Lightning club account after 
the win. “What are your thoughts, Mr. President?” 

Suggestion: How about betting equitable health care for the confidence 
to speak up in class? 

More interesting than world leaders throwing some dense bagels and 
fatty smoked meat on the outcome of a sporting event is the response 
Trudeau’s tweet received from Francesca Vangel, wife of Tampa forward 
Pat Maroon. 

“Friendly wager? How about you let the families of the players cross the 
[border] (both teams) and enjoy it this year. Just a thought,” Vangel 
tweeted. 

This is a sore point among the players’ close friends and family 
members, who missed out on the bubble Cup celebrations last summer 
due to the pandemic. 

Were the Lightning to repeat — and Maroon three-peat — in four or six 
games, the Tampa families could go 0-for-2 on attendance at life-
changing moments. 

Killorn questionable for Game 2 

Alex Killorn’s nobility has put him in jeopardy of missing Game 2 
Wednesday. 

The heart-and-soul forward fearlessly extended his leg and absorbed the 
full blast of a Jeff Petry slap shot in Game 1. 

Killorn tested his foot for all of one shift in the third period but sat out the 
remainder of the game and did not participate on the power play. 

Officially listed as day-to-day, per coach Jon Cooper Tuesday, Killorn’s 
availability is now in doubt. 

Montreal captain Shea Weber added to his nasty reputation and 
subtracted from his pocketbook. 

The defenceman was dinged for a $5,000 slashing fine for a heaty whack 
he delivered to the back of Nikita Kucherov’s leg in the third period. 

Weber was fined the same amount for cross-checking Toronto’s Wayne 
Simmonds in Round 1. 

As expected, Montreal agitator supreme Brendan Gallagher was taking it 
and dishing it out throughout Game 1. 

But his gruesome appearance after getting slammed helmetless into the 
ice during a scrum with Tampa’s Mikhail Sergachev had some wondering 
about a potential concussion. 

“He doesn’t look great. He looks like a roadmap right now,” assistant 
coach Luke Richardson said Tuesday. 

Richardson confirmed that despite the gore and a goose egg, Gallagher 
will ride again. 

This typically goes without saying after a 5-1 trouncing, but it’s even a 
bigger deal when the reigning Vezina champ, Andrei Vasilevskiy, is 
barely tested. 

Montreal mustered all of seven high-danger scoring chances, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com, all game — and four of those arrived in the third 
period, with Tampa already putting the game out of reach. 

Too often the Canadiens — a rush team — would lose speed through the 
neutral zone and attempt lateral passes. Too often those passes were 
picked off, and pucks sped in the opposite direction for Lightning 
counterattacks. 

The Habs were beat at their own game, just as the Islanders were at 
theirs. 
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In fact, the only goal Montreal did score was a low-percentage Ben 
Chiarot shot that needed a double deflection off two Tampa players 
(Anthony Cirelli and Ryan McDonagh) to pinball past Vasilevskiy. 

Too slow and too cute, Montreal must establish a forecheck and sustain 
some zone time if it hopes to escape Florida with a split. 

“It was probably our worst game in our last five games,” Richardson said. 
“We’re ready to bounce back next game.” 

One-Timers: Mikhail Sergachev on getting dealt to Tampa for Jonathan 
Drouin back in 2017: “It was great getting traded here. That’s all I’m 
going to say.”… The Canadiens have lost Game 1 of their past three 
Cup-winning series: 1979, 1986 and 1993… In Game 1, Carey Price 
surrendered five goals for the first time since April 3 versus Ottawa. That 
was 21 appearances ago. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers hoping Nugent-Hopkins gamble pays off while 
window is open 

 

Mark Spector @sportsnetspec  

June 29, 2021, 5:17 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Ryan Nugent-Hopkins owns a horse named Infinite 
Patience, and just signed a contract that could make him a lifetime 
Edmonton Oiler. 

It’s a good thing he wasn’t in on Seattle Slew. 

“If we’d have lost Nuge, it would have been a massive loss,” Oilers 
general manager Ken Holland said Tuesday, after signing Nugent-
Hopkins to an eight-year, $41 million deal. “His versatility — he can play 
centre, he can play left wing. His leadership in the locker room. He can 
kill penalties. He thinks at a high level… 

“It’s not about sentimentality. It’s about trying to win,” he said. “We are a 
much better team with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins on the team.” 

Nugent-Hopkins’ average annual value — the number that dictates how 
much of the Oilers’ cap he eats up — falls under this new deal from $6 
million to $5.125 million. That’s a win for Holland, and everyone who 
believes the Oilers’ Stanley Cup window is open. 

However, the 28-year-old Nugent-Hopkins will earn that money until he is 
36 — the risk for Holland, but the reward for the player. 

How much risk does that entail? Holland admits there is some, but had to 
be realistic. 

“No contract is perfect. I’m sure Ryan would like to have a bigger cap 
number, and I’d like to have less term,” the GM said. “If Ryan goes to 
market on July 28, I have no doubt he (makes more money). He’s giving 
there. He wants to be an Oiler, he loves living here, and he wants to be 
an Oiler his entire career.” 

And Nugent-Hopkins’ cerebral game makes him a good bet to still be a 
contributor in his mid-30s. 

“He’s got great hockey sense. He’s really smart. He’s very poised with 
the puck — attributes to his game that, when he’s 60 years old and 
playing oldtimers hockey, he’s going to have hockey sense and hands,” 
Holland said. “He’ll be smart, poised. He won’t turn the puck over.” 

Nugent-Hopkins’ career path has taken him from being a No. 1 overall 
draft pick, tagged as the first-line centre to build a Stanley Cup contender 
around, to a left-winger who can play centre in a pinch, kills penalties, 
and carries his share of the load on a power play that has led the NHL for 
two years running. 

But the trump card for Holland is, Nugent-Hopkins wants to play in 
Edmonton. And there just aren’t a lot of players of his ability who will take 
less AAV to live and play in Northern Alberta. 

“It’s been my home for the past 10 years … it’s been my goal the whole 
time to sign and stay,” said Nugent-Hopkins, who was born in Burnaby, 
B.C. and played his junior hockey in Red Deer, Alberta. “I want to be I 
Edmonton. I want to win in Edmonton. For me, it’s always been an 
honour to be a part of it here. It’s always been my goal to stay. 

“It was about finding that happy medium for both sides. If that helps our 
team to find some pieces here and there, that’s great. I’m happy to stay 
an Oiler for my whole career.” 

You’re going to let a guy walk who is thinking that way? 

Not in Edmonton, you’re not. 

Holland’s Oilers annually rank in the Top 5 of teams that appear on no-
trade lists. 

Sure, a Tyson Barrie will see the opportunity to run a power play with 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl and sign a one-year deal to pump up 
his value, but players like Alex Pietrangelo choose places like Vegas. 
Wishing Ryan Getzlaf would move his family off of Newport Beach and 
onto the Northern Alberta tundra is a fantasy. And most American players 
(Brandon Saad, Blake Coleman) want to remain in the United States — 
though they’ll make an exception for a Vancouver, Toronto, or even 
Calgary. 

Seldom, if ever, Edmonton. 

So, a general manager who would have needed to find two Top 6 left 
wingers had he let Nugent-Hopkins walk looked at his chances of making 
that happen, and went to Plan B: Give up term to keep the cap hit low. 

Now, Holland needs to sign UFA defenceman Adam Larsson, find 
another Top 6 left winger, get a younger goalie to split time with Mike 
Smith, sign Smith, and possibly replace Oscar Klefbom. 

Holland’s list is still long. Adding “replace Nugent-Hopkins” to it never 
made any sense. 

“The next four or five years … this is the prime years of lots of players on 
this team,” Holland said. “I know Nuge, he knows us. He likes being an 
Oiler. I know what he can bring to the team. We found a solution that 
made him comfortable, and us comfortable.” 

Infinite Patience, the horse, hasn’t won a race in two years. 

The Oilers hope his owner pays better than that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens have faith youth will continue to grow in playoff 
spotlight 

 

Chris Johnston @reporterchris  

June 29, 2021, 6:05 PM 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — When you’re as young as Nick Suzuki and Cole 
Caufield, every day represents an opportunity. 

Part of the reason why the Montreal Canadiens have managed to play 
into the summer is the life those players have brought to the lineup, and 
the way they’ve been able to grow through challenges during this 
extended playoff run. 

The Stanley Cup Final arrived with the biggest challenge yet: A regular 
matchup with the Nikita Kucherov–Brayden Point–Ondrej Palat line, at 
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least for the games here at Amalie Arena where Lightning head coach 
Jon Cooper controls last change. 

It didn’t go well for Montreal in Game 1, with the Point line burying three 
goals at 5-on-5 on the way to a 5-1 victory. But that does not come with 
any guarantee the result will be repeated in Game 2 on Wednesday night 
— especially with a 21-year-old in Suzuki and 20-year-old in Caufield 
who have shown themselves to be such intelligent players and quick 
studies. 

“I think they’re growing every day,” said assistant coach Luke 
Richardson. “So today’s another day to grow and tomorrow’s another day 
to show that growth in your game. You have to implement things that you 
learn every day and put it into your game that grow and get better and it 
has to happen fast, especially in the Final. 

“I expect everybody to be better, especially younger guys that I think 
they’re going to enjoy it.” 

Implied in that statement is the fact Suzuki, Caufield and Tyler Toffoli are 
likely to see more head-to-head minutes with Point. There’s only so much 
Richardson can do to get away from that matchup on the road and he 
didn’t sound inclined to start shaking up his lines or contemplating 
dramatic changes. 

Instead he seems to have faith they’ll find their own way, limiting 
turnovers and pushing the pace offensively. They’ve done it before. And 
the Stanley Cup Final stage should be a bit more comfortable the second 
time around. 

Suzuki pointed to the fact they had moments in Game 1 where they 
hemmed the Lightning in their own zone, and were undone by some 
tough bounces. It was not offered as an excuse for the mistakes made, 
but he saw it as evidence that they can push back against Tampa’s stars. 

He acknowledged that “tomorrow’s going to be a big one for confidence.” 

“Puck management is key. Had a few turnovers. Me personally, I had 
two,” Suzuki said. “Just have to keep those down, be smart with the 
puck. I think once we get in the offensive zone, we can outwork them 
there. It’s just going to be key. 

“It looks like they want to play against us the whole time, so we have to 
do a better job.” 

Where the Canadiens have excelled during this playoff run is in limiting 
their opponent’s top offensive stars, led by the Phillip Danault line. But 
they’ve been consistently stingy no matter who is on the ice. 

And just like in last summer’s NHL bubble, when Suzuki and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi rose to the occasion, they’ve been rewarded for placing faith 
in their youth. Kotkaniemi and Caufield were both scratched at the 
beginning of a first-round series with Toronto and helped propel the 
comeback that followed after they got the chance to play. 

“I thought you could feel a little bit of a shift in their team when 
Kotkaniemi and Caufield came into the lineup for them,” said Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe, following Game 7 of that series. “You could just sense 
things shifted a little bit in terms of their depth and their speed and skill 
and those kind of things that changed the dynamic of the series a little 
bit, even though it took time for that traction.” 

Here we are a few weeks later and they’re still making a big impact. 

They haven’t looked back. 

So while it might not seem ideal to have players learning on the fly in a 
high-leverage matchup, it’s part of the story about why Montreal even got 
here in the first place. They’ve continually answered the bell against 
tough opponents during this run and the defending champion Lightning 
are the best yet. 

“They’re definitely as advertised,” Suzuki said. “They’re a good team, 
move the puck real well, skate real well. I think we just got a taste of what 
they bring to the table and we just have to match that intensity, match 
their compete and I think we can definitely play with these guys.” 

The best thing about a playoff series is that the truth today is not 
necessarily the truth tomorrow. Things change as the games keep 
coming. 

And while Game 1 of this Stanley Cup Final won’t be a memorable one 
for the youngest Canadiens, they’ve still got a big chance to change the 
story. 

“They’ll have one more day of an experience with being in the Final, so 
that’ll help,” Richardson said. “And they’re great players. They’re going to 
give us a good push tomorrow night to get us even in the series.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 06.30.2021 

1190069 Websites 

 

Lightning show why they’re a matchup nightmare 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

For a few weeks there, the Montreal Canadiens could do no wrong. Then 
they headed to Tampa Bay for Game 1 of the Stanley Cup final, and a 
reset quickly followed. 

The Canadiens know they are the underdog in this series, not dissimilar 
to previous meetings this postseason with the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

Thus, the same rules apply: The Canadiens must win the goaltending 
battle, they must manage the puck better, and they must convert on the 
rush and counterattacking opportunities they generate. If the sheer shot 
volume isn’t going to be there (and it probably won’t be in a series this 
challenging), opportunistic scoring is critical. 

Montreal failed on all fronts in Game 1. The Lightning looked 
exceptionally comfortable with the puck, and Canadiens’ puck carriers 
routinely turned the puck over in pressure areas of the ice. 

Those sequences often turned into Tampa Bay scoring opportunities, 
which then turned into Tampa Bay goals – Carey Price stopped just 22 of 
27 (81.5 per cent) of shots faced, his worst outing of the postseason. 

A lot of this you may be able to chalk up to single-game variance. But 
there was one issue observed in Game 1 that is likely to manifest itself 
throughout the series: How can the Canadiens slow down multiple 
scoring lines in Tampa Bay with one bona fide shutdown line, and further, 
how do you go about that when you do not have last change? 

I was eager to see what Lightning head coach Jon Cooper would do to 
combat the Phillip Danault effect – Montreal’s shutdown centre and, more 
broadly, the anchor of a line that has already erased the likes of Auston 
Matthews and Mark Stone in previous matchups. 

Here is how Tampa Bay lined up against Montreal in Game 1: 

If you are Montreal head coach Dominique Ducharme (or assistant Luke 
Richardson for that matter), you know you want Danault line to see as 
much of the Brayden Point line as possible. The combination of Point and 
Nikita Kucherov may be the most ferocious the league has to offer – 
Point has 23 points in 19 games this postseason, while Kucherov with a 
jaw-dropping 30 points over the same interval. 

And if you can’t get to them, the Steven Stamkos line is a quality 
consolation prize. The trio of Stamkos, Alex Killorn, and Anthony Cirelli 
are actually carrying a better expected goal advantage (+1.0 per-60 
minutes) than the team’s top line (+0.5 per-60 minutes), which is rather 
remarkable. 

With Tampa Bay owning last change in Game 1, let’s see what Cooper 
opted for: 

The Lightning were agnostic from a personnel standpoint defensively, 
and you would expect that against a Danault line (generally also featuring 
Brendan Gallagher and Artturi Lehkonen) that’s managed to score just 
three even-strength goals over the course of the postseason. As 
dominant as this group has been away from the puck, the reality is they 
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haven’t generated much (if any) offence, and I don’t think it’s a surprise 
the Lightning weren’t afraid of any matchup on that front. 

The forward group was noticeably disparate though. The Lightning 
attacked the Canadiens’ shutdown group through their third line almost 
exclusively, letting Yanni Gourde’s group get a run against top-tier 
defensive forwards. That allocation of minutes opened up the door for 
more favorable matchups down the lineup: 

How did those matchups play out? Not particularly well for Montreal. Of 
specific concern: the kids line in Montreal (the aforementioned Suzuki, 
winged by Tyler Toffoli and Cole Caufield) were outscored 3-0 by the 
Point line, and it looked as decisive and one-sided as the score indicated. 

This presents Montreal with a second problem: Most of the Canadiens’ 
opportunistic scoring in previous matchups came from this group, and if 
they are going to go head-to-head with arguably the most talented 
offensive line in hockey, they are going to need to generate substantially 
more offence. 

There is no reason to sound the alarm quite yet in Montreal. And most of 
what you saw in Game 1 you can probably dismiss. But the matchup 
problem the Lightning pose was on full display, and it’s clear that with last 
change and the requisite depth in place, the Lightning can engineer very 
advantageous matchups that other teams could not. 

We will keep an eye out for how these matchups shift when the series 
shifts to the Bell Centre, but right now the Canadiens coaching staff 
needs answers for Wednesday night. 
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Simmonds still feeling sting of first-round loss as he inks new deal with 
Leafs 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

Kristen Shilton 

TSN Toronto Maple Leafs Reporter 

 

TORONTO — Wayne Simmonds has some unfinished business with the 
Maple Leafs. And a little unresolved anger, too. 

The veteran winger still isn’t over how Toronto blew a 3-1 first-round 
playoff series lead to Montreal and was jettisoned from the postseason in 
a Game 7 defeat. On Tuesday Simmonds inked a two-year, $1.8 million 
extension to stay with the Leafs and try to be part of the solution to the 
team’s underachieving ways.  

“That loss to Montreal stung a lot. I think that was one of the hardest 
losses of my life,” Simmonds told reporters on a Zoom call Tuesday. 
“Reading about how we failed and what we should have done differently, 
it left a bitter taste in my mouth and is [still] a huge sting. I know we have 
a team that's good enough to go further than the first round. I just wanted 
to be back on this team and prove all our naysayers wrong. I know we've 
got a lot of work to do.” 

Simmonds was so bothered by the Leafs’ exit that he didn’t watch 
another NHL playoff game until the Stanley Cup final – between Montreal 
and Tampa Bay – opened on Monday. It’s hard for Simmonds not to 
picture Toronto where the Canadiens are now, considering the Leafs had 
three cracks at sending Montreal home but found new ways to collapse 
at each turn. 

In Game 5 of the first-round series, Toronto came back from a 3-0 deficit 
to force overtime, where Alex Galchenyuk’s turnover led to the 
Canadiens’ game-winning goal.  

In Game 6, the Leafs again overcame a 2-0 hole to force overtime, and 
Travis Dermott served up a giveaway that ended up in the back of the 
net. 

Toronto didn’t do much of anything at all in Game 7, as Montreal 
mounted a 3-0 lead dented only by a single goal from William Nylander 
with 96 seconds left in regulation.  

“It was our [lack of] killer instinct,” Simmonds said. “We got all the way to 
the brink of eliminating Montreal and then we may have sat back a little 
bit too much and we didn't [go in for] the kill when we smelled blood in 
the water. We've got a lot of young guys on our team and sometimes it 
takes a little bit of sting for you to realize that you've got to work a little bit 
harder every summer. You've got to push your teammates that much 
harder to get to where you want to be.” 

Despite how disastrously Toronto’s season ended, Simmonds said he 
never considered abandoning ship. The Scarborough, Ont., native has 
strong ties to the area, and knew his family would be happiest staying 
put. When the Leafs offered up two years on a new deal instead of one, 
the 32-year-old Simmonds felt the return was meant to be.  

“This is my home. This is where I want to be. This is where I want to raise 
my family. This is where I want to win a Stanley Cup,” he said. “It was a 
no-brainer for me, especially with two years on the table. At this stage in 
my life that I'm at…getting a multi-year deal allows me to be more 
comfortable and know I'm going to be in a spot where we have a chance 
to win.” 

Now Simmonds wants to prove he can help the Leafs do that. 

After signing a one-year free agent contract with Toronto last summer, 
Simmonds began finding his stride early in the 2020-21 campaign. Not 
only was Simmonds elevated from the fourth line into a second line slot 
with John Tavares, he became a fixture as the team’s net-front presence 
on the top power-play unit. 

But a broken wrist in mid-February put Simmonds on the sidelines for six 
weeks, and he never fully recovered all of his game upon coming back. 
He finished the season with just seven goals and nine points in 38 
games, but expects better contributions from himself in the future.  

“If you've ever broken your wrist, you know how hard it is to come back 
and have the same hands in tight,” Simmonds said. “You need quick 
hands, and if you're not fully healthy in your wrists and your hands, it's a 
little bit tougher. I tried to adjust my game…and whatever role I'm given 
on this team is the role that I'm going to be playing. I’m here to help the 
team win.” 

Simmonds knows much of the heat for Toronto’s poor playoff 
performance this year fell on young stars Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner, who combined for one goal in the series against Montreal and 
were a non-factor throughout the three elimination games. But Simmonds 
was adamant in his defence of their character, and in what Matthews and 
Marner bring to the team.  

“They're unbelievable people, first and foremost,” he said. “I've played a 
long time in this league, and I haven't felt that comfortable in a dressing 
room since I was in Philadelphia in my early days, just with the way that 
they accepted me. The way they handle themselves as men, the way 
they play on the ice. It's a mix that I really enjoyed this year.” 

Contemplating the season ahead, Simmonds has high hopes for the 
Leafs, and for his own personal experience with the franchise. Following 
a year of playing to mostly empty arenas, it’s possible that COVID-19 
protocols in Ontario will relax enough by the fall to allow fans in the 
stands. Only then could Simmonds really share what this chapter means 
to him.  

“I got a small taste of what it is to be a Toronto Maple Leaf, but not the 
full thing,” he said. “I've got a two-year-old daughter. I wouldn't love 
anything more than to see her in the stands with her Simmonds jersey 
on, and [to see] my wife and family there too. That aspect of it would be 
pretty cool. But first and foremost it's about trying to win here and trying 
to be a part of something special.” 
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USA TODAY / ESPN reveals NHL coverage talent: Ray Ferraro, John 
Buccigross, Hilary Knight among names 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

Mark Messier isn't the only major name to headline ESPN's revamped 
NHL coverage, as the network picks up the league's primary broadcast 
rights this year for the next seven seasons.  

The network announced its roster of play-by-play announcers, analysts, 
reporters and . Games will be broadcast across ESPN, ABC, ESPN+ and 
Hulu Live.  

Twenty-five regular-season games will air on either ESPN or ABC, while 
an additional 75 games will stream on ESPN+ and Hulu. Every out-of-
market game previously available through NHL.TV will be on ESPN+, 
which will replace NHL.TV.  

Fans hoping for twinges of nostalgia are left disappointed: former lead 
play-by-play announcer Gary Thorne is not part of ESPN's lineup.   

Here's who is:  

Play-by-play  

Sean McDonough will be ESPN's top play-by-play announcer. Steve 
Levy will also have a heavy play-by-play presence, along with Bob 
Wischusen. 

That trio also have football responsibilities when the sports overlap (Levy 
on Monday Night Football, McDonough and Wischusen on college 
games). That opens the door for SportsCenter anchor and hockey 
aficionado John Buccigross to make some play-by-play calls. Leah 
Hextall, although primarily a reporter, will also be the primary broadcaster 
for games.  

Big name analysts 

Messier isn't the only ESPN addition with Hall of Fame credentials. Chris 
Chelios, a Hall of Famer, Kevin Weekes, Rick DiPietro and Barry Melrose 
will also serve as game and studio analysts.  

Sports Network (Canada) legend Ray Ferraro and Brian Boucher have 
also officially made the move to ESPN.  

Opinion: Trail Blazers, Mavs turn back the misogyny clock with coaching 
hires 

Scottie Pippen rips Phil Jackson's decision as 'racial' 

Meet 17-year-old sprinter who could take Tokyo Olympics by storm 

'Orange Wagon' keeps rolling, holds top spot in MLB power rankings 

ESPN also announced a trio of female analysts: A.J. Mleczko, Cassie 
Campbell-Pascall and Hilary Knight.  

ESPN Deportes  

Kenneth Garay will handle play-by-play duties, while Eltán Benezra, 
Carlos Rosell and and Antonio Valle are the analysts.  

The first marquee event on ESPN platforms (both ESPN2) will be the 
Seattle Kraken expansion draft (July 21 at 8 p.m. ET) and the first round 
of the NHL draft on July 23 at 8 p.m. ET.  
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USA TODAY / Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid's dominant regular 
season lands him Hart Trophy 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid dominated the NHL's shortened 
season and also dominated the voting for the Hart Trophy. 

McDavid received all 100 first-place votes by members of the 
Professional Hockey Writers Association to win the Hart Trophy as the 
NHL's MVP. He also won the Ted Lindsay Award, which is voted on by 
players. 

He hit the 100-point mark in his 53rd game and finished with 105 points 
in 56 games, 21 points ahead of teammate Leon Draisaitl, the league's 
No. 2 scorer. 

McDavid's strong play helped the Oilers clinch second place in the North 
Division, though home-ice advantage didn't help as Edmonton was swept 
in the first round by the Winnipeg Jets. 

“We had a special group this year, and obviously we didn’t do what we 
wanted to do,” McDavid said. “But it was still so fun to be a part of, and 
get the fans of Edmonton excited again for what’s to come. We had so 
many guys take the next step, and I’m just part of that. If we’re all 
continuing to do that, we’re going to go and do some special things in this 
league.” 

McDavid previously won the Hart Trophy in 2016-17 and won the player 
vote in 2016-17 and 2017-18. 

He is the second consecutive Oilers player to sweep the MVP votes. 
Draisaitl did in 2019-20. 

Other NHL awards winners announced Tuesday night: 

Vezina Trophy (goaltender): Marc-Andre Fleury, Vegas Golden Knights. 
He finished with 26 wins, a 1.98 goals-against average and .928 save 
percentage. He carried the team while Robin Lehner was out with a 
concussion. Fleury, 36, won for the first time in his career.  

Norris Trophy (defenseman): Adam Fox, New York Rangers. He finished 
second among defensemen with 47 points while playing nearly 25 
minutes a game. He had 37 points over 31 games in March and April. 
He's the second player to win the Norris Trophy in his second season or 
sooner, joining Hall of Famer Bobby Orr. 

Opinion: Trail Blazers, Mavs turn back the misogyny clock with coaching 
hires 

Scottie Pippen rips Phil Jackson's decision as 'racial' 

Meet 17-year-old sprinter who could take Tokyo Olympics by storm 

'Orange Wagon' keeps rolling, holds top spot in MLB power rankings 

Calder Trophy (rookie): Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota Wild. He led all rookies 
and his team with 51 points as the Wild finished third in the West 
Division. He received 99 first-place votes, with Dallas Stars forward 
Jason Robertson getting the other. 

Other awards winners were announced previously: Jack Adams Award 
(coach), Carolina Hurricanes' Rod Brind'Amour; Selke Trophy (defensive 
forward), Florida Panthers' Aleksander Barkov; Lady Byng Trophy 
(sportsmanship), Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin; Masterton 
Trophy (perseverance), Philadelphia Flyers' Oskar Lindblom; King Clancy 
Trophy (humanitarian), Nashville Predators' Pekka Rinne; Jim Gregory 
General Manager of the Year, New York Islanders' Lou Lamoriello, and 
Mark Messier NHL Leadership Award, Boston Bruins captain Patrice 
Bergeron. 

All-Star and All-Rookie teams 

First All-Star team: C McDavid; LW Brad Marchand, Bruins; RW Mitch 
Marner, Toronto Maple Leafs; D Fox; D Cale Makar, Colorado 
Avalanche; G Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning. 
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Second All-Star team: C Auston Matthews, Maple Leafs; LW Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Panthers; RW Mikko Rantanen, Avalanche; D Victor 
Hedman, Lightning; D Dougie Hamilton, Hurricanes; G Fleury. 

All-Rookie team: Fs Kaprizov; F Robertson; F Josh Brown, Ottawa 
Senators; D Ty Smith, New Jersey Devils; D K'Andre Miller, Rangers; G 
Alex Nedeljkovic, Hurricanes.  

Around the rinks 

Montreal Canadiens defenseman Shea Weber was fined the maximum 
$5,000 for slashing Tampa Bay Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov during 
Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final. ... McDavid's teammate, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, agreed to an eight-year, $41 million contract. ... The Toronto 
Maple Leafs are bringing back forward Wayne Simmonds for $1.8 million 
over two years.  
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