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Which Hurricanes player might the Seattle Kraken snag in the NHL expansion draft?  

By Chip Alexander  

Ron Francis was a frequent visitor at PNC Arena late in the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ 2021 season and during the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

Francis knows his way around the place. Odds are, the 
general manager of the Seattle Kraken also knows which 
Hurricanes player he wants to select July 21 when the NHL 
holds its expansion draft, during which the Kraken will stock 
their roster. 

So, who is it going to be? 

Francis, a former Canes captain and general manager, 
recently was described as “super secretive” by members of 
the NHL media. Good choice of words. He is. 

The Kraken, who play their first season in 2021-22, will take 
one player from each of the 31 teams. It will be a repeat of 
2017, when the expansion Vegas Golden Knights drafted 
their team, picking from a fairly deep player pool and making 
goalie Marc-Andre Fleury their No. 1 selection. 

A $650 million expansion fee, the Kraken’s up-front ante for 
entry, can get you a pretty good team. The Golden Knights, 
who paid $500 million, selected well enough to reach the 
Stanley Cup Final in 2018, their first season, and the playoff 
semifinals this season before running into the Montreal 
Canadiens. Four seasons, four playoff appearances for 
Vegas. 

The expansion draft process is the same as in June 2017. 
Teams can either protect seven forwards, three defensemen 
and a goalie; or protect eight skaters and a goalie. The 
Canes, as they did in 2018, are expected to go with the 7-3-1 
list, and there will be some tough decisions before the 
expansion draft lists are due into the NHL on July 17.  

The X-factor: defenseman Dougie Hamilton, due to become 
an unrestricted free agent on July 28., when free agency 
begins If signed to a new contract by the Canes before July 
21, he’ll need to be protected in the expansion draft, which 
means someone else will go unprotected. 

Here’s a look at what the Canes might do: 

Forwards 

Protected: Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter. 
Martin Necas, with a year remaining on his entry level 
contract, is exempt from being drafted.  

Tough call: Protect Warren Foegele or Jesper Fast? 

Decision time: The Canes could qualify Foegele, who is a 
restricted free agent, and expose him to the draft. Fast has 
two years left on his contract at a reasonable price ($2 

million) before becoming an unrestricted free agent. Either 
could fit into the Kraken’s plans. 

Defensemen 

Protected: Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce. 

Tough call: Protect Jake Bean or Brady Skjei? 

Decision time: Skjei is a top-four D-man for the Canes and 
his pairing with Pesce was solid. Bean is a former first-round 
draft pick — by Francis, when he was the Canes’ GM — 
coming off an uneven rookie season. He has skill and can 
quarterback the power play, but still is a slender type who 
needs more physical maturity.  

The caveat: if Hamilton has been re-signed, both Skjei and 
Bean will be available. Hamilton finished fourth in the Norris 
Trophy voting for the league’s top defenseman and was 
named to the NHL Second All-Star Team, joining Victor 
Hedman of the Tampa Bay Lightning. That will add to his 
value. 

“The door is wide open. We love Dougie,” Canes president 
and general manager said recently. “We’re certainly all 
hoping he comes back.” 

Goalie 

Protected: Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Tough call: All NHL teams must expose one goalie who is 
under contract for the 2021-22 season or who has been 
qualified as a restricted free agent. Nedeljkovic is an RFA 
who will be re-signed. Jeremy Helvig is another RFA who 
would be on the unprotected list if he receives a qualifying 
offer from the Canes. The Canes also could re-sign Antoine 
Bibeau, a pending UFA. 

Decision time: It won’t be a tough one. Nor will the Kraken 
likely take whomever is unprotected. 

The Kraken’s call 

The guess here is that Bean, 23, will be exposed to the draft 
by the Canes and Francis and the Kraken will take him.  

Who knows, Francis might have his eyes on Morgan Geekie, 
22, a right-shot center with offensive upside. Things can be 
unpredictable during an expansion draft, with much going on 
behind the scenes and the GMs exchanging calls. 

In 2017, Francis was the Canes’ GM and worked a side deal 
with Vegas general manager George McPhee before the 
expansion draft. The Canes sent a fifth-round draft pick to 
the Golden Knights, who then picked Connor Brickley, a 
forward who had played that season for the Charlotte 
Checkers, then the Canes’ AHL affiliate. 

Considering Francis’ less-than-ideal departure from the 
Canes, it’s hard to say how many conversations he has had 
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Don Waddell. But an expansion draft can make for strange 
bedfellows. 

Speaking of strange, what if Dougie Hamilton signed with 
Seattle and was playing for Francis and the Kraken next 
season?

 

Tom Dundon completes full purchase of Carolina Hurricanes  

By Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock  

The NHL on Wednesday approved Tom Dundon’s buyout of 
Peter Karmanos and the remaining minority partners of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, making him sole owner of the team. 

Dundon, who bought the team from Karmanos in January 
2018, had an option to sell the team back to Karmanos after 
three years or purchase his share completely. That was 
pushed back because of COVID and the sale of the team is 
now complete. 

Karmanos bought the Hartford Whalers in 1994 and moved 
them to Raleigh in 1997, renaming them the Hurricanes. The 
team spent two years playing in the Greensboro Coliseum 
while what is now known as PNC Arena is being constructed. 
He was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2015. 

But Karmanos, who founded the Detroit software company 
Compuware, ran into personal financial difficulties even 
before the team won the Stanley Cup in 2006 and lost his 
silent partner when Thomas Thewes died in 2008. As the 
NHL’s salary range rose, the Hurricanes were often at or 
near the bottom of it.  

Dundon, a Dallas billionaire who made his money in 
subprime auto loans, started sniffing around the team in 
December 2017 and purchased a majority interest from 
Karmanos in January 2018. By the end of that summer, he 
had fired general manager Ron Francis and coach Bill 
Peters, traded for Dougie Hamilton and drafted Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Team president and interim general manager Don Waddell 
was elevated into the permanent position and Rod 
Brind’Amour, captain of the 2006 champions, was promoted 
from assistant to head coach. The Hurricanes have made the 
playoffs in all three of the full seasons since Dundon bought 
the team, ending a 10-year playoff drought while maintaining 
a payroll at or near the salary cap. 

“Pete has had a tremendous impact on the sport of hockey in 
the United States since the 1970s,” Dundon said in a 
statement. “His vision laid the groundwork for the success 
we now enjoy in Raleigh, and his legacy will always remain a 
part of this organization.”

 

Tom Dundon takes over full ownership of the Carolina Hurricanes  

By Chip Alexander  

Tom Dundon, who has been majority owner of the Carolina 
Hurricanes since January 2018, now holds full ownership of 
the team. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell 
announced Wednesday that Dundon had bought out all 
remaining minority shares of the team. That bring to an end 
the association of Peter Karmanos, Jr., who relocated the 
team to North Carolina in 1997, renamed it the Carolina 
Hurricanes and was the principal owner of the Canes’ 
Stanley Cup championship team in 2006. 

The sale of the minority shares to Dundon was unanimously 
approved by the NHL’s Board of Governors, the team 
announced. 

“We are fortunate to have a passionate fan base that 
supports what we believe is a team that can compete every 
year for the Stanley Cup,” Dundon said in a statement. “That 
is the only option.” 

Dundon, 49, has been the chief executive officer, owner and 
governor of the Hurricanes since Jan. 12, 2018. The 
Hurricanes have qualified for the Stanley Cup playoffs in 
each of Dundon’s three full seasons under coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, who was promoted by Dundon. 

Karmanos has owned at least a minority share of the 
Hurricanes franchise since he first acquired the Hartford 
Whalers on June 28, 1994. 

“Pete has had a tremendous impact on the sport of hockey in 
the United States since the 1970s,” Dundon said in his 
statement. “His vision laid the groundwork for the success 
we now enjoy in Raleigh, and his legacy will always remain a 
part of this organization. 

“We are also grateful for the efforts of the Hurricanes 
Holdings minority investors who provided important support 
to the franchise over the years.” 

In the initial transaction, Dundon bought 61 percent of the 
franchise, which was valued at about $500 million. Karmanos 
retained a minority stake.
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Tom Dundon on taking full ownership of Hurricanes, Carolina’s delayed outdoor game and 
ads on NHL jerseys 

By Sean Shapiro 

Tom Dundon became the full owner of the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Wednesday when the NHL Board of 
Governors approved his buyout of the remaining minority 
owners, including former majority owner Peter Karmanos. 

This was always part of Dundon’s plan after he became the 
majority owner in 2018. It’s also the first time since 1994 that 
Karmanos hasn’t had at least a partial share of the franchise. 

“This was always sort of set up this way … this was just the 
way we structured the deal. Pete stayed involved for a few 
years, and then (I had) the option to buy the rest of the team 
… Obviously, I really enjoy it. And I think we have a good 
team. So an easy decision,” Dundon said Wednesday night. 

And while this was expected, the Hurricanes have been in 
the news this week after the franchise wasn’t awarded a 
Stadium Series game for the 2021-22 season; they missed 
out on an originally scheduled one this season that was 
canceled because of the pandemic. 

Hosting an outdoor game had been on Dundon’s radar since 
he first bought the team, but even landing a game required 
some flexibility. The NHL was wary about going to Carolina, 
fearful the game wouldn’t sell out, so the Hurricanes agreed 
to a deal where the team’s payout would be reflective of how 
many tickets are sold for Carter-Finley Stadium. Typically, 
NHL teams get a check reflective of a normal sellout, usually 
around $2 million. 

Dundon said the Hurricanes were willing to be flexible with 
the league coming out of the pandemic, and getting an 
outdoor game, in general, was more important than pushing 
to get one during the 2021-22 season. 

“I think just as you have the different conversations and 
you’re trying to plan. Since we had got everyone excited and 
didn’t get to get this one (last season). Clearly, we didn’t 
want that to happen again,” Dundon said. “And then as we 
started thinking about our options, with what’s happened with 

COVID. We were open to different outcomes … whether it’s 
this year, next year, we’re open-minded.” 

Dundon also pointed out that it wasn’t his decision to delay 
the game. 

“Totally their decision,” Dundon said. “We were willing to wait 
a year or we were willing to do it this year.” 

The Hurricanes look at the outdoor game as a way to grow 
the fan base. In the short term, the initial announcement of 
an outdoor game helped boost season ticket sales. Dundon 
also thinks the outdoor game can play well in a market that 
has a large college football following, which has a tailgating 
culture embedded into the market. 

In the same news conference where Gary Bettman 
announced Carolina wouldn’t be getting an outdoor game 
next season, the commissioner also confirmed NHL helmet 
ads are here to stay. The logical next step is ads on jerseys, 
which is something Dundon and other owners are hoping will 
happen sooner than later. 

“Look, I’d be on the very, very extreme end,” Dundon said. 
“Like for me if we look like Formula 1 or NASCAR, that’d be 
fine with me. I think the league is constantly looking at how 
do they maintain tradition plus maximize revenue and figure 
out the balance? And I think they’re doing a good job of it. 
But yeah, if it were left to me, it would probably be a good 
subset of people that didn’t like what I did.” 

On the ice, Dundon looks at the Hurricanes as a contender 
after the team lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning in the second 
round of the playoffs. 

“We’re at a point now, you’re not going to get a lot better … 
you can always get better, you can always improve, but 
we’ve got a pretty good group,” Dundon said. “Improve 
where you can but also realize they have really good players 
and just because we lost doesn’t mean that we didn’t have 
good players … sometimes you lose.”
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Hamilton Named Second Team All-Star, Nedeljkovic Named to All-Rookie Team 

More accolades roll in for standout performers in 2020-21 

By Michael Smith 

The National Hockey League put a bow on award season 
with a half-hour special on Tuesday night, during which the 
winners of the league's final five awards, in addition to All-
Star and All-Rookie Teams, were announced. 

The Carolina Hurricanes added a pair of accolades to their 
collection from standout performances during a banner 2020-
21 season. Defenseman Dougie Hamilton was named a 
Second Team All-Star, and goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic was 
named to the All-Rookie Team. 

Hamilton is the third player in franchise history to be selected 
to an end-of-season NHL All-Star Team, joining Mike Liut 
(1986-87, Second Team) and Eric Staal (2005-06, Second 
Team). Hamilton, who finished fourth in Norris Trophy voting, 
totaled 42 points (10g, 32a) in 2020-21. He ranked tied for 

third on the team in scoring, and only six defensemen in the 
NHL finished the season with more points. 

Victor Hedman joins Hamilton on the 2020-21 Second All-
Star Team blue line, which features Auston Matthews, Mikko 
Rantanen and Jonathan Huberdeau up front and Marc-Andre 
Fleury in net. 

Nedeljkovic is the first Canes player selected to the All-
Rookie Team since Justin Faulk in 2011-12 and the 
franchise's first goaltender to receive that honor since Peter 
Sidorkiewicz in 1988-89. Nedeljkovic finished the 2020-21 
season with a 15-5-3 record and three shutouts. His 1.90 
goals-against average and .932 save percentage ranked first 
in the NHL among goaltenders with at least 20 games 
played. Nedeljkovic finished third in Calder Trophy voting 
with four second-place votes and 62 third-place votes. 

Joining Nedeljkovic on the 2020-21 All-Rookie Team are 
K'Andre Miller and Ty Smith on defense and Kirill Kaprizov, 
Josh Norris and Jason Robertson at forward.
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Tom Dundon now sole owner of Carolina Hurricanes  

By Stephen Whyno 

Tom Dundon is now sole owner of the Carolina Hurricanes 
after buying out the remaining shares of the NHL club held 
by Peter Karmanos and others. 

The league’s board of governors unanimously approved the 
transaction Wednesday. 

“We are fortunate to have a passionate fan base that 
supports what we believe is a team that can compete every 
year for the Stanley Cup.” Dundon said in a statement. “That 
is the only option.” 

Dundon, 49, became majority owner in early 2018 when he 
bought 52% of the Hurricanes and their arena for $425 
million. Karmanos had owned the team since moving the 
Whalers from Hartford in 1997.  

“This was sort of the structure of the deal,” Dundon said told 
The Associated Press by phone. “It was always kind of 
contemplated that this is how we would do it, kind of two 
pieces.” 

Dundon praised Karmanos for his impact on hockey in the 
U.S. for more than four decades and said, “His vision laid the 
groundwork for the success we now enjoy in Raleigh, and his 
legacy will always remain a part of this organization.” 

But now Dundon gets to continue putting his stamp on the 
organization. 

Carolina made the playoffs the past three seasons, the first 
three consecutive trips to the postseason since the move to 
Raleigh. Rod Brind’Amour won the Jack Adams Award as 
coach of the year and signed a three-year extension after the 
Hurricanes won their division and reached the second round 
before losing to Tampa Bay. 

“Obviously the losing is no fun and it was awful,” Dundon 
said in the phone interview. “Unfortunately the odds say 
you’re going to finish more seasons than not where you don’t 
win. So that’s the hardest part about this deal is you could do 
great and not win, and so we’ve got to figure that out.” 

Dundon said he, general manager Don Waddell and 
Brind’Amour agree on trying to win now while also not 
mortgaging the future. The next step for the Hurricanes is 
elevating from perennial playoff contender to Stanley Cup 
contender. 

“We’re trying to make decisions that are sustainable,” 
Dundon said. “Organizationally we all agree that you want to 
try to get better today but we’re going to play hockey 
tomorrow and the day after that and we want to make sure 
that we can sustain something that gives us a chance to win 
consistently.”

 
 

 

 

 

Tom Dundon purchases remaining shares of Hurricanes, assumes full ownership 

Tom Dundon’s bid to assume full ownership of the Carolina 
Hurricanes has been unanimously approved by the NHL’s 
Board of Governors and he has completed the purchase of 
all remaining shares, the team announced Wednesday. 

In January 2019, Dundon acquired the majority stake in the 
franchise and has served as CEO and governor of the club, 
in addition to his role as owner. 

Wednesday’s transaction marks the first time that Peter 
Karmanos Jr. has not owned at least a minority share of the 
franchise since he first acquired the Hartford Whalers in 
1994. He relocated the team to North Carolina three years 
later. 

“Pete has had a tremendous impact on the sport of hockey in 
the United States since the 1970s,” Dundon said in a press 
release.  

“His vision laid the groundwork for the success we now enjoy 
in Raleigh, and his legacy will always remain a part of this 
organization. We are also grateful for the efforts of the 
Hurricanes Holdings minority investors who provided 
important support to the franchise over the years.” 

The Hurricanes won the NHL’s Central Division in 2020-21, 
advancing to second round of the NHL Playoffs before being 
ousted by the defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Carolina has qualified for the playoffs in each of Dundon’s 
three full seasons as owner.
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Projecting the Hurricanes’ expansion draft protected list 

The Hurricanes need to submit their protection list for the 
July 21 expansion draft by July 17. Here’s what we think that 
might look like. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The NHL’s 2021 offseason was always going to be jam 
packed. The Stanley Cup Final being pushed back into July, 
with the entry draft and free agency that month, made sure of 
that.  

But another event on the horizon makes this upcoming 
month an even busier one for NHL teams. With the Seattle 
Kraken set to join the league as the NHL’s 32nd franchise 
next year, each team must prepare to lose a player to Ron 
Francis and his staff in the July 21 expansion draft. Each 
team also has until July 17 to submit its protected list of 
players.  

Fortunately for Canes fans, there’s no need to wait that long. 
We’ve pulled out our crystal ball to see who the team will 
protect and leave exposed as the roster stands now. Before 
we get started, a few reminders on the expansion draft rules:  

 NHL teams can protect either seven forwards, three 
defensemen and a goalie or eight skaters 
(regardless of position) and a goalie 

 All players with no-move clauses must be protected 
unless they agree to waive it 

 First and second-year players and unsigned draft 
picks are exempt and don’t count towards 
protection totals 

 Every team must expose one defenseman who is 
under contract in 2021-22 and played in at least 40 
games in 20-21 or 70 total games the last two 
seasons (wouldn’t be stunned if those numbers get 
adjusted with a likely shortened season) and two 
forwards that meet the same requirement 

 Every team must expose one goaltender who is 
under contract for 2021-22 or a restricted free agent 
(an RFA goalie must receive a qualifying offer prior 
to the expansion draft) 

Hurricanes Expansion Draft 

Category Forwards Defensemen Goalies 

Protected 
Sebastian Aho, 
Morgan Geekie, 
Nino 
Niederreiter, 

Brett Pesce, 
Brady Skjei, 
Jaccob Slavin 

Alex 
Nedeljkovic 

Category Forwards Defensemen Goalies 

Jordan Staal 
(NMC), Andrei 
Svechnikov, 
Teuvo 
Teravainen, 
Vincent 
Trocheck 

Unprotected, 
meets 
exposure 
requirement 

Jesper Fast, 
Steven Lorentz 

Jake 
Gardiner 

Jeremy 
Helvig 

Unprotected, 
does not meet 
exposure 
requirement 

Warren 
Foegele, Jordan 
Martinook, Max 
McCormick, 
Brock McGinn, 
Cedric Paquette 

Jake Bean, 
Jani 
Hakanpaa, 
Dougie 
Hamilton 

James 
Reimer, Petr 
Mrazek, 
Antoine 
Bibeau 

Exempt Martin Necas n/a n/a 

While the Hurricanes’ loss this time will be more impactful 
than Connor Brickley in 2017, they’re still set up pretty well 
here. The decision to slide Martin Necas’ Entry Level 
Contract looks like a stroke of genius, as the team won’t be 
forced to use a protection spot on the young Czech forward.  

The Canes can satisfy the goalie exposure requirement by 
qualifying Jeremy Helvig. Jake Gardiner fills the defenseman 
spot, and Steven Lorentz and Jesper Fast take care of things 
up front. We considered protecting Fast, but the Canes 
would have to sign and expose Morgan Geekie in order to do 
that.  

While prospects such as Seth Jarvis and Dominik Bokk who 
haven’t played in the NHL don’t appear in our table, they are 
also exempt.  

Some notes on the players protected:  

Forwards 

Sebastian Aho - I’ve used some variation of “not going 
anywhere” every time, but he’s not going anywhere. Aho is 
the Canes’ best player and team MVP, and is coming off yet 
another stellar season. Next.  

Teuvo Teravainen - The Hurricanes being forced to play 
much of the 2021 regular season without Teravainen may 
have underscored how valuable the two-way Finnish 
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playmaker is. He’s also on a steal of a contract for three 
more seasons. Like Aho, he’s not going anywhere.  

Andrei Svechnikov - Svechnikov had a bit of a down season, 
but he’s still an elite young forward brimming with potential 
and a huge part of the Canes’ future. Whether the pending 
RFA eventually signs a bridge or long-term deal with 
Carolina, he won’t be an option for Seattle.  

Jordan Staal - Staal has a no-move clause, so he has to be 
protected anyway, and there’s no way the Canes would 
expose their captain and shutdown center coming off 
arguably the best offensive season of his career.  

Vincent Trocheck - Trocheck being protected wasn’t exactly 
a sure thing the first time I did this exercise last November. It 
is now. The former Panther was everything the Canes hoped 
he’d be this year, a legitimate top-six center that helped 
round out the Canes’ forward group and gave them 
formidable depth down the middle. He’s staying.  

Nino Niederreiter - A year ago, the idea of a team taking 
Niederreiter’s cap hit off the Canes’ hands for free would 
have almost seemed too good to be true. But, coming off the 
definition of a bounce-back year for Niederreiter, it’s a pretty 
easy decision to protect him. His power game and finishing 
ability were sorely missed for most of the series against the 
Lightning, and the Canes should look to hold onto him, 
especially with just a year left on his contract.  

Morgan Geekie - Again, if the Canes sign Geekie before July 
17, this could very well be Jesper Fast. But Geekie is also a 
good candidate to protect. He’s shown plenty of potential in 
limited opportunities, and giving Geekie a full-time 
opportunity could be part of the answer to the Canes finding 
more production from their bottom six.  

Defensemen 

Jaccob Slavin - Despite what a certain mad online member 
of the Canadian media would have you believe, Slavin was 
very worthy of the Lady Byng Trophy. He’s also worthy of his 
status of one of the best lockdown defensemen in the NHL, 
and his spot on the Canes’ protected list.  

Brett Pesce - All things considered, Pesce might have been 
the Canes’ best defenseman from start to finish in his return 
from shoulder surgery. There’s a reason the Canes weren’t 
willing to trade him for help up front last fall, and they 
certainly won’t be willing to let him go to Seattle.  

Brady Skjei - This is the biggest question mark on the Canes’ 
protected list. There’s plenty of reasons to protect Jake Bean 
here, which is why I did that in my last protection list. He’s 
younger, will come much cheaper than Skjei, and still has 
plenty of potential. But there are also a number of reasons I 
pivoted to Skjei, and they really don’t have much to do with 
Bean’s struggles in the playoffs.  

After a rough start to the year, Skjei seemed to finally settle 
in as a Hurricane and showed exactly why they spent a first-
round pick to get him. Skjei’s skating and offensive instincts 
make him a perfect compliment to Pesce in the top four and 
helps round out the top four nicely.  

This pick is also made with the uncertainty about Dougie 
Hamilton re-signing in mind. If Hamilton does walk, the 
Canes can’t afford to risk losing Skjei, and two members of 
their top four on defense. That would be a huge step back on 
the blue line, and one this team can’t afford.  

Goalie  

Alex Nedeljkovic - Of all the changes for the Hurricanes 
since the first time I did this list, with Nedeljkovic essentially 
as a placeholder, this is the biggest. The 2014 second 
rounder had a phenomenal season, finishing with the highest 
save percentage and lowest goals against average among 
goalies with at least 10 games played. 

He was a finalist (and finished third in voting) for the Calder 
Trophy as the NHL’s rookie of the year, and looks like he 
could be the Canes’ goalie of the future. This is another 
pretty easy choice.  

Who’s saying good bye?  

So, with that protected list in mind, who’s most likely to be 
selected by the Kraken? There’s three players who seem 
feasible for Francis to take (given his contract and back 
issues, I don’t see it being Jake Gardiner unless the 
Hurricanes provide Francis with an asset in a side deal).  

Jake Bean - While Bean had his ups and downs (and plenty 
of the later in the postseason) in his rookie year, he’s still the 
most likely Cane to be selected if he’s not protected. Francis 
drafted Bean in the first round of the 2016 draft, and, as 
stated before, Bean has potential to be a top four 
defenseman who can run a power-play unit. He’s got the 
kind of skillset you want to take a chance on in starting a 
franchise.  

Warren Foegele - Another player Francis drafted, Foegele’s 
time with the Hurricanes seems to be coming to an end, with 
Elliott Friedman reporting in his latest 31 Thoughts that both 
sides are open to a trade as Foegele wants more money and 
more opportunity. He’s a solid two-way forward who could 
have potential to do more with bigger minutes, but he’s just 
not going to get those in Raleigh. If Francis has enough other 
options he likes on the blue line to pass on Bean, Foegele 
could very well be the pick.  

Jesper Fast - It was well established when he first signed 
with the Canes that Fast has a reputation as a good 
teammate and locker-room guy, which is important to have 
on a brand new group. He’s also a very reliable player on the 
ice, capable of playing up and down the lineup in a pinch and 
on both special-teams units. It would be a little surprising to 
see Francis pass on the youth and potential of Bean or 
Foegele, but Fast would be a good veteran addition to the 
Kraken.  

While the Canes aren’t set up quite as well as they were for 
the last expansion draft, they’re still in a good spot to protect 
their core here. They’ll lose an impactful player, but it’ll be a 
loss this team will be able to stomach as it continues to look 
to build a team that can take the next step to contending for 
a Stanley Cup.
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Dundon purchases remaining Hurricanes shares, becomes franchise’s full owner 

Carolina Hurricanes owner, CEO and governor Tom Dundon 
purchased the remaining shares of the team and is the full 
owner, the team announced Wednesday. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a sole owner now, as majority 
owner Tom Dundon completed the purchase of the 
remaining shares of the franchise, according to a release 
from the team Wednesday.  

Dundon, who bought a majority share of the Canes back in 
January of 2018, now owns 100 percent of the organization, 
as the NHL Board of Governors voted unanimously to 
approve the purchase.  

Dundon, who has also served as the CEO and governor of 
the team since 2018, has seen the Hurricanes make the 
playoffs each full year he has been involved with the 
organization, and has played a key role in the decisions to 
hire Don Waddell as general manager and Rod Brind’Amour 
as head coach.  

Here is the Hurricanes’ full release on Dundon’s purchasing 
of the remaining shares: 

RALEIGH, NC - Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that Tom Dundon has 
completed the purchase of all remaining minority shares in 
the team. The transaction was unanimously approved by the 

NHL’s Board of Governors and means that Dundon now 
owns 100 percent of franchise. 

“We are fortunate to have a passionate fan base that 
supports what we believe is a team that can compete every 
year for the Stanley Cup.” said Tom Dundon. ”That is the 
only option.” 

Dundon, 49, has been the chief executive officer, owner and 
governor of the Carolina Hurricanes since acquiring a 
majority stake in the franchise on Jan. 12, 2018. The 
Hurricanes have qualified for the Stanley Cup Playoffs in 
each of Dundon’s three full seasons as owner, marking the 
first time the team has participated in the postseason in three 
consecutive years since arriving in North Carolina.  

Today’s transactions mark the first time that Peter Karmanos 
Jr. has not owned at least a minority share of the Hurricanes 
franchise since he first acquired the Hartford Whalers on 
June 28, 1994. Karmanos, a 2015 Hockey Hall of Fame 
inductee, relocated the Whalers to North Carolina in 1997 
and was principal owner and chief executive officer when the 
team captured the Stanley Cup in 2006. 

“Pete has had a tremendous impact on the sport of hockey in 
the United States since the 1970s,” said Dundon. ”His vision 
laid the groundwork for the success we now enjoy in Raleigh, 
and his legacy will always remain a part of this organization. 

“We are also grateful for the efforts of the Hurricanes 
Holdings minority investors who provided important support 
to the franchise over the years.”

  

 

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252372673.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252487483.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252487593.html 

https://theathletic.com/2683219/2021/06/30/tom-dundon-on-taking-full-ownership-of-hurricanes-carolinas-delayed-outdoor-game-and-ads-on-nhl-
jerseys/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/dougie-hamilton-alex-nedeljkovic-honored-by-nhl/c-325525194 
https://apnews.com/article/carolina-hurricanes-hockey-nhl-business-sports-0f7044a6c32c033b12fc98a584ca2ac7 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/tom-dundon-purchases-remaining-shares-hurricanes-assumes-full-ownership/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/30/22547662/carolina-hurricanes-seattle-kraken-don-waddell-ron-francis-expansion-draft-brady-skjei-jake-
bean 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/6/30/22558213/dundon-purchases-remaining-hurricanes-shares-becomes-franchises-full-owner 
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Tom Dundon completes full purchase of Carolina Hurricanes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER AND LUKE DECOCK 

 

The NHL on Wednesday approved Tom Dundon’s buyout of Peter 
Karmanos and the remaining minority partners of the Carolina 
Hurricanes, making him sole owner of the team. 

Dundon, who bought the team from Karmanos in January 2018, had an 
option to sell the team back to Karmanos after three years or purchase 
his share completely. That was pushed back because of COVID and the 
sale of the team is now complete. 

Karmanos bought the Hartford Whalers in 1994 and moved them to 
Raleigh in 1997, renaming them the Hurricanes. The team spent two 
years playing in the Greensboro Coliseum while what is now known as 
PNC Arena is being constructed. He was inducted into the Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 2015. 

But Karmanos, who founded the Detroit software company Compuware, 
ran into personal financial difficulties even before the team won the 
Stanley Cup in 2006 and lost his silent partner when Thomas Thewes 
died in 2008. As the NHL’s salary range rose, the Hurricanes were often 
at or near the bottom of it. 

Dundon, a Dallas billionaire who made his money in subprime auto 
loans, started sniffing around the team in December 2017 and purchased 
a majority interest from Karmanos in January 2018. By the end of that 
summer, he had fired general manager Ron Francis and coach Bill 
Peters, traded for Dougie Hamilton and drafted Andrei Svechnikov. 

Team president and interim general manager Don Waddell was elevated 
into the permanent position and Rod Brind’Amour, captain of the 2006 
champions, was promoted from assistant to head coach. The Hurricanes 
have made the playoffs in all three of the full seasons since Dundon 
bought the team, ending a 10-year playoff drought while maintaining a 
payroll at or near the salary cap. 

“Pete has had a tremendous impact on the sport of hockey in the United 
States since the 1970s,” Dundon said in a statement. “His vision laid the 
groundwork for the success we now enjoy in Raleigh, and his legacy will 
always remain a part of this organization.” 
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Tom Dundon takes over full ownership of the Carolina Hurricanes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Tom Dundon, who has been majority owner of the Carolina Hurricanes 
since January 2018, now holds full ownership of the team. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell announced 
Wednesday that Dundon had bought out all remaining minority shares of 
the team. That bring to an end the association of Peter Karmanos, Jr., 
who relocated the team to North Carolina in 1997, renamed it the 
Carolina Hurricanes and was the principal owner of the Canes’ Stanley 
Cup championship team in 2006. 

The sale of the minority shares to Dundon was unanimously approved by 
the NHL’s Board of Governors, the team announced. 

“We are fortunate to have a passionate fan base that supports what we 
believe is a team that can compete every year for the Stanley Cup,” 
Dundon said in a statement. “That is the only option.” 

Dundon, 49, has been the chief executive officer, owner and governor of 
the Hurricanes since Jan. 12, 2018. The Hurricanes have qualified for the 
Stanley Cup playoffs in each of Dundon’s three full seasons under coach 
Rod Brind’Amour, who was promoted by Dundon. 

Karmanos has owned at least a minority share of the Hurricanes 
franchise since he first acquired the Hartford Whalers on June 28, 1994. 

“Pete has had a tremendous impact on the sport of hockey in the United 
States since the 1970s,” Dundon said in his statement. “His vision laid 
the groundwork for the success we now enjoy in Raleigh, and his legacy 
will always remain a part of this organization. 

“We are also grateful for the efforts of the Hurricanes Holdings minority 
investors who provided important support to the franchise over the 
years.” 

In the initial transaction, Dundon bought 61 percent of the franchise, 
which was valued at about $500 million. Karmanos retained a minority 
stake. 

News Observer LOADED: 07.01.2021 

1190085 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Which Hurricanes player might the Seattle Kraken snag in the NHL 
expansion draft? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER JUNE 30, 2021 10:00 AM,  

 

Ron Francis was a frequent visitor at PNC Arena late in the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ 2021 season and during the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Francis knows his way around the place. Odds are, the general manager 
of the Seattle Kraken also knows which Hurricanes player he wants to 
select July 21 when the NHL holds its expansion draft, during which the 
Kraken will stock their roster. 

So, who is it going to be? 

Francis, a former Canes captain and general manager, recently was 
described as “super secretive” by members of the NHL media. Good 
choice of words. He is. 
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The Kraken, who play their first season in 2021-22, will take one player 
from each of the 31 teams. It will be a repeat of 2017, when the 
expansion Vegas Golden Knights drafted their team, picking from a fairly 
deep player pool and making goalie Marc-Andre Fleury their No. 1 
selection. 

A $650 million expansion fee, the Kraken’s up-front ante for entry, can 
get you a pretty good team. The Golden Knights, who paid $500 million, 
selected well enough to reach the Stanley Cup Final in 2018, their first 
season, and the playoff semifinals this season before running into the 
Montreal Canadiens. Four seasons, four playoff appearances for Vegas. 

The expansion draft process is the same as in June 2017. Teams can 
either protect seven forwards, three defensemen and a goalie; or protect 
eight skaters and a goalie. The Canes, as they did in 2018, are expected 
to go with the 7-3-1 list, and there will be some tough decisions before 
the expansion draft lists are due into the NHL on July 17. 

The X-factor: defenseman Dougie Hamilton, due to become an 
unrestricted free agent on July 28., when free agency begins If signed to 
a new contract by the Canes before July 21, he’ll need to be protected in 
the expansion draft, which means someone else will go unprotected. 

Here’s a look at what the Canes might do: 

FORWARDS 

Protected: Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter. Martin Necas, with a 
year remaining on his entry level contract, is exempt from being drafted. 

Tough call: Protect Warren Foegele or Jesper Fast? 

Decision time: The Canes could qualify Foegele, who is a restricted free 
agent, and expose him to the draft. Fast has two years left on his 
contract at a reasonable price ($2 million) before becoming an 
unrestricted free agent. Either could fit into the Kraken’s plans. 

Carolina Hurricanes left wing Warren Foegele (13) loses his stick as he 
moves the puck in front of Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev (98) during the first period in Game 4 of an NHL hockey 
Stanley Cup second-round playoff series Saturday, June 5, 2021, in 
Tampa. Chris O'Meara AP 

DEFENSEMEN 

Protected: Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce. 

Tough call: Protect Jake Bean or Brady Skjei? 

Decision time: Skjei is a top-four D-man for the Canes and his pairing 
with Pesce was solid. Bean is a former first-round draft pick — by 
Francis, when he was the Canes’ GM — coming off an uneven rookie 
season. He has skill and can quarterback the power play, but still is a 
slender type who needs more physical maturity. 

The caveat: if Hamilton has been re-signed, both Skjei and Bean will be 
available. Hamilton finished fourth in the Norris Trophy voting for the 
league’s top defenseman and was named to the NHL Second All-Star 
Team, joining Victor Hedman of the Tampa Bay Lightning. That will add 
to his value. 

“The door is wide open. We love Dougie,” Canes president and general 
manager said recently. “We’re certainly all hoping he comes back.” 

GOALIE 

Protected: Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Tough call: All NHL teams must expose one goalie who is under contract 
for the 2021-22 season or who has been qualified as a restricted free 
agent. Nedeljkovic is an RFA who will be re-signed. Jeremy Helvig is 
another RFA who would be on the unprotected list if he receives a 
qualifying offer from the Canes. The Canes also could re-sign Antoine 
Bibeau, a pending UFA. 

Decision time: It won’t be a tough one. Nor will the Kraken likely take 
whomever is unprotected. 

THE KRAKEN’S CALL 

The guess here is that Bean, 23, will be exposed to the draft by the 
Canes and Francis and the Kraken will take him. 

Who knows, Francis might have his eyes on Morgan Geekie, 22, a right-
shot center with offensive upside. Things can be unpredictable during an 
expansion draft, with much going on behind the scenes and the GMs 
exchanging calls. 

In 2017, Francis was the Canes’ GM and worked a side deal with Vegas 
general manager George McPhee before the expansion draft. The Canes 
sent a fifth-round draft pick to the Golden Knights, who then picked 
Connor Brickley, a forward who had played that season for the Charlotte 
Checkers, then the Canes’ AHL affiliate. 

Considering Francis’ less-than-ideal departure from the Canes, it’s hard 
to say how many conversations he has had Don Waddell. But an 
expansion draft can make for strange bedfellows. 

Speaking of strange, what if Dougie Hamilton signed with Seattle and 
was playing for Francis and the Kraken next season? 
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Tom Dundon on taking full ownership of Hurricanes, Carolina’s delayed 
outdoor game and ads on NHL jerseys 

 

By Sean Shapiro Jul 1, 2021  

 

Tom Dundon became the full owner of the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Wednesday when the NHL Board of Governors approved his buyout of 
the remaining minority owners, including former majority owner Peter 
Karmanos. 

This was always part of Dundon’s plan after he became the majority 
owner in 2018. It’s also the first time since 1994 that Karmanos hasn’t 
had at least a partial share of the franchise. 

“This was always sort of set up this way … this was just the way we 
structured the deal. Pete stayed involved for a few years, and then (I 
had) the option to buy the rest of the team … Obviously, I really enjoy it. 
And I think we have a good team. So an easy decision,” Dundon said 
Wednesday night. 

And while this was expected, the Hurricanes have been in the news this 
week after the franchise wasn’t awarded a Stadium Series game for the 
2021-22 season; they missed out on an originally scheduled one this 
season that was canceled because of the pandemic. 

Hosting an outdoor game had been on Dundon’s radar since he first 
bought the team, but even landing a game required some flexibility. The 
NHL was wary about going to Carolina, fearful the game wouldn’t sell 
out, so the Hurricanes agreed to a deal where the team’s payout would 
be reflective of how many tickets are sold for Carter-Finley Stadium. 
Typically, NHL teams get a check reflective of a normal sellout, usually 
around $2 million. 

Dundon said the Hurricanes were willing to be flexible with the league 
coming out of the pandemic, and getting an outdoor game, in general, 
was more important than pushing to get one during the 2021-22 season. 

“I think just as you have the different conversations and you’re trying to 
plan. Since we had got everyone excited and didn’t get to get this one 
(last season). Clearly, we didn’t want that to happen again,” Dundon said. 
“And then as we started thinking about our options, with what’s happened 
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with COVID. We were open to different outcomes … whether it’s this 
year, next year, we’re open-minded.” 

Dundon also pointed out that it wasn’t his decision to delay the game. 

“Totally their decision,” Dundon said. “We were willing to wait a year or 
we were willing to do it this year.” 

The Hurricanes look at the outdoor game as a way to grow the fan base. 
In the short term, the initial announcement of an outdoor game helped 
boost season ticket sales. Dundon also thinks the outdoor game can play 
well in a market that has a large college football following, which has a 
tailgating culture embedded into the market. 

In the same news conference where Gary Bettman announced Carolina 
wouldn’t be getting an outdoor game next season, the commissioner also 
confirmed NHL helmet ads are here to stay. The logical next step is ads 
on jerseys, which is something Dundon and other owners are hoping will 
happen sooner than later. 

“Look, I’d be on the very, very extreme end,” Dundon said. “Like for me if 
we look like Formula 1 or NASCAR, that’d be fine with me. I think the 
league is constantly looking at how do they maintain tradition plus 
maximize revenue and figure out the balance? And I think they’re doing a 
good job of it. But yeah, if it were left to me, it would probably be a good 
subset of people that didn’t like what I did.” 

On the ice, Dundon looks at the Hurricanes as a contender after the team 
lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning in the second round of the playoffs. 

“We’re at a point now, you’re not going to get a lot better … you can 
always get better, you can always improve, but we’ve got a pretty good 
group,” Dundon said. “Improve where you can but also realize they have 
really good players and just because we lost doesn’t mean that we didn’t 
have good players … sometimes you lose.” 
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The Athletic / NHL Mock Draft: Scott Wheeler maps out who goes after 
Owen Power in the first round 

 

Scott Wheeler  

Jun 30, 2021  

  

It’s mock draft season and I’ve spent the better part of the last couple of 
weeks asking around about potential fits and considering targets for each 
of the clubs that will be selecting in the first round. 

This will be my only mock draft in advance of the real thing and is not to 
be confused with the picks that I would make at each slot. Instead, it tries 
to match my sense for the consensus with each NHL team’s habits and 
tendencies. 

It’s my best guess for how things will play out, with contingencies and 
other options listed wherever I feel comfortable speaking to them or 
hypothesizing. 

For my complete evaluations of these players, check out my final top-100 
for 2021.  

1. Buffalo Sabres: Owen Power, LHD, University of Michigan 

My rank: No. 1 

It’s been a year of hemming and hawing about the lack of a clearcut No. 
1 pick in this draft and yet here we are at the end and I’m nearly certain 
it’ll be Power. There’s this narrative that he emerged as “the guy” after 
his performance at the World Championship for Canada, but I’d been 
hearing from virtually everyone I talked to that he’d separated himself 
months before that (and, for posterity’s sake, he sat atop all three of my 

lists). I think the Sabres got a little too cute when they selected Jack 
Quinn at No. 9 in 2020 with Marco Rossi, Cole Perfetti and Anton Lundell 
still available, and the leaks that they’re higher on this class than others 
and have it all figured out probably worries fans more than reassures 
them because trust in them is so waning, but I think they’ll take Power. 
He’s the right selection and it’ll pocket them a tiny bit of goodwill with the 
fan base. 

2. Seattle Kraken: Matthew Beniers, C, University of Michigan 

My rank: No. 4 

The way the Kraken have hired their staff and look to be constructing 
their organization (forward-thinking, diverse, data-driven personnel), they 
don’t strike me as a management group that is going to let extenuating 
circumstances influence the way they scout and acquire talent, which will 
likely focus on skill and upside as they try to develop the stars they’ll lack 
at the jump. But Beniers has as strong a case as any to be the No. 2 
prospect in the draft. Plus it doesn’t hurt that he’s an American-born 
centre who, in a draft full of players with quirks that make their outcomes 
volatile, projects safely to his floor as an up-tempo, play-driving pivot who 
will fit into the hardworking identity a team like the Kraken will start with 
out of necessity (which isn’t to say he’s not skilled, because he absolutely 
is). You don’t want your first pick in team history to bust and Beniers isn’t 
going to. 

3. Anaheim Ducks: Dylan Guenther, LW/RW, Edmonton Oil 
Kings/Sherwood Park Crusaders 

My rank: No. 6 

I expect the Ducks will take a forward here and I expect that forward will 
be selected with their potential fit with Trevor Zegras in mind (i.e. turning 
passes into goals). That probably gives Guenther and Mason McTavish 
the edge over William Eklund or Kent Johnson. If the Ducks view Zegras 
as a winger long-term, that may help McTavish’s case because he can 
play down the middle. But I’ve talked to a lot of people who think 
McTavish’s game is better suited for the wing, most see Zegras as a 
centre, I agree on both, and if the Ducks agree on either then the 
decision becomes about two wingers and Guenther probably wins out 
among a consensus of scouts. 

4. New Jersey Devils: Luke Hughes, LHD, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 7 

I said in a recent live Q&A that if I had to place a bet on the Devils taking 
one of The Brothers (in case you haven’t heard, Luke Hughes is the 
brother of Jack, and Brandt Clarke is the brother of Graeme!) versus the 
field, I’d take The Brothers (with Hughes as the more likely than Clarke 
on the balance of consensus rating and internal dynamics). Whether they 
want to admit it or not, their star player being outspoken about his desire 
to play with his brother does factor into the decision, especially when his 
brother is a defensible pick in this slot in his own right. It doesn’t make it 
a sure thing. There are half a dozen or so players they could realistically 
consider here. But there are none with stronger ties and I’m not going to 
invent any. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: Simon Edvinsson, LHD, Frölunda 
HC/Västerås 

My rank: No. 11 

The Blue Jackets proudly walk to the beat of their own drum at the draft 
and they’ve never shied away from taking a risk on a player. Edvinsson, 
who has one of the highest ceilings and one of the lowest floors among 
this class of top prospects, certainly qualifies. They’ve also used their last 
four picks inside the first two rounds at the draft on forwards, having not 
selected a defenceman in Rounds 1 or 2 since they picked Andrew 
Peeke at No. 34 in 2016. There’s definitely a desire within the 
organization (and among its fans) for the team to target a top forward 
prospect and specifically a centre, which may make McTavish interesting 
here, but Edvinsson still feels like the more likely pick even after a bit of a 
topsy-turvy season. Clarke wouldn’t surprise me as the pick here for all of 
the same reasons Edvinsson feels like he could be their guy, too. 

6. Detroit Red Wings: William Eklund, C/LW, Djurgårdens IF 

My rank: No. 5 
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It’s easy to assume that the Red Wings covet a centre and therefore this 
pick is most likely to be McTavish. I think there’s a strong chance that 
happens, too, and debated taking him here. I do think you can count on 
the Red Wings to take a forward for the second year in a row, which 
would rule out whichever of the four defencemen are left. But I don’t think 
that necessarily means it’s McTavish by default. Though Eklund and 
Johnson both played wing this year, both also have experience at centre 
and I wouldn’t rule either out from ending up down the middle, though 
Eklund is more likely to than Johnson (which factored in here). They’ll be 
very familiar with both Eklund and Johnson as well. We know their affinity 
to Swedes in recent drafts. We know that the University of Michigan is in 
their backyard. So I don’t think we can ignore those possibilities. And 
then there’s the consensus I think that still exists which suggests that 
Eklund is the slightly favoured prospect, even after McTavish made a 
strong case down the stretch in Switzerland with his club team and in 
Texas at U18s with Canada. 

7. San Jose Sharks: Mason McTavish, C/W, Peterborough Petes/EHC 
Olten 

My rank: No. 10 

The Sharks are a bit of a wild card because I think the next two picks are 
slam dunks if they take McTavish here, but I’m not absolutely sure they 
will. The presence of Ryan Merkley in their system probably makes it a 
little less likely that they’d outright target Clarke, another playmaking, 
roving right-shot defenceman whose game tilts toward offence and 
comes with some risk (though they’re much different in attitude and 
skillset, there are some similarities there in handedness and approach). 
But their pool is definitely stronger at forward than on defence, which 
adds an interesting wrinkle (I think they’d be much more willing to take 
Hughes or Edvinsson than Clarke). I suspect they’re fond of Eklund 
based on the way they drafted a year ago. I really liked their run of picks 
from the second round through to the seventh with Thomas Bordeleau, 
Tristen Robins, Daniil Gushchin, Brandon Coe and Alex Young and 
Eklund would fit in nicely as their new No. 1 prospect. But with Eklund 
gone, I could also see them taking Johnson. So this was between him 
and McTavish. McTavish gives their pool a little bit of a different look than 
Johnson, though, adding a goal-scoring/physicality element that the 
aforementioned 2020 picks lack. That gave him the edge. 

8. Los Angeles Kings: Brandt Clarke, RHD, Barrie Colts/HC Nove Zamky 

My rank: No. 3 

The Kings’ pool has virtually everything except a true No. 1 defence 
prospect. It has unmatched depth down the middle. With Arthur Kaliyev, 
Samuel Fagemo, Martin Chromiak and Kasper Simontaival it has some 
goal-scoring punch and slick playmaking options on the wing (to 
complement some of the centres who will inevitably have to move to the 
wing if they are to make it). And while they also have enviable depth on 
the back end with Helge Grans, Tobias Bjornfot, Jordan Spence, Cole 
Hults, Mikey Anderson, Brock Faber, Sean Durzi, Kim Nousiainen and 
the rest of their blueliners, none of those players are true game-
changers. I suspect they take one of the four defencemen as a result — 
and that they’re thrilled if that defenceman is Clarke, who offers a 
dynamism they covet. I didn’t flip-flop on this one. 

9. Vancouver Canucks: Kent Johnson, C, University of Michigan 

My rank: No. 2 

Based on the conversations I’ve had, I get the sense the Canucks will 
take whichever of Johnson, Eklund and McTavish are left, but that their 
preference is in that order. So I think they think this would be a big win for 
them. Johnson doesn’t play a game anything like Elias Pettersson’s. 
They’re different in style, tools and substance. But there would definitely 
be a little deja vu if the Canucks were to take one of the draft’s most 
purely talented players while other teams passed in part due to concerns 
about a wiry frame and the translatability of those skills. 

10. Ottawa Senators: Chaz Lucius, C, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 8 

I’m sure the Senators would be happy to take one of the consensus top-
nine skaters if they were to fall, but if (or when) that doesn’t happen I 
think it’s safe to assume they go one of two ways with their pick: 

They take a goalie (Jesper Wallstedt almost surely) to address an 
ongoing need. Even though they already have a couple of promising 
netminders in the system, none rise to the level Wallstedt (or even 
Sebastian Cossa) and the Matt Murray concerns are already real. 

They take a scoring forward (Chaz Lucius or Cole Sillinger). They’re 
more well-positioned on defence with Thomas Chabot already 
established, Erik Brannstrom finally beginning to establish himself and 
Jake Sanderson and Jacob-Bernard Docker on their way. 

I’m partial to the forward route and Lucius (probably the best pure scorer 
in the draft) specifically because though they’ve got an impressive 
developing core of versatile forwards with Josh Norris, Shane Pinto, 
Drake Batherson, Alex Formenton and company beginning to support 
their more dangerous twosome of Tim Stützle and Brady Tkachuk. The 
latter two aren’t going to be the one-two punch on a Stanley Cup-winning 
team and they still need another player who really skews offensively. 
Lucius fits the bill. It’s time they take a cut on talent and upside over 
roundedness and predictability. 

11. Chicago Blackhawks: Jesper Wallstedt, G, Luleå HF 

My rank: No. 12 

The goalies are always the wild cards but several scouts I’ve talked to 
feel like the Blackhawks are destined to take one of the two here and 
Wallstedt is the consensus first choice if he’s still available. I know the 
Blackhawks really like 2020 second-round pick Drew Commesso — and 
deservedly so, he’s a legitimate prospect — but Chicago’s got a void that 
they’re going to need to fill in net (with all due respect to Kevin Lankinen), 
Commesso projects more as a 1B/backup, and a young goalie of 
Wallstedt’s calibre doesn’t come around very often, even if it feels like 
they do every year after Spencer Knight and Yaroslav Askarov preceded 
him in consecutive drafts. This would be a really good outcome for them. 

12. Calgary Flames: Cole Sillinger, C/LW, Medicine Hat Tigers/Sioux 
Falls Stampede 

My rank: No. 9 

The Flames have taken a forward with their last two first-round picks but 
there’s a bit of a chasm here between the talent level of someone like 
Sillinger and the next-best defencemen once the Big Four (Power, 
Edvinsson, Hughes and Clarke) are off the board. Sillinger would give 
their pool a dynamic quality on the puck and some goal-scoring acumen 
that Connor Zary and Jakob Pelletier lack. There’s also a strength and 
heaviness to his game on the puck that’s above and beyond those two 
(as well as Emilio Pettersson, Dmitry Zagorodny, Ryan Francis and 
company). He’d immediately become their No. 1 prospect and likely 
eventually offer their top-six forward group something it sorely needs. 
Lucius, if he’s on the board, would also likely be of interest for the goal-
scoring reasons (though Lucius isn’t built like Sillinger). 

Cole Sillinger. (Jasen Robbennolt / Sioux Falls Stampede) 

13. Philadelphia Flyers: Matthew Coronato, LW/RW, Chicago Steel 

My rank: No. 17 

It’s funny. I think I’ve got as good a sense for the type of player the Flyers 
look for in the draft as I do for any other team in the league. I think they’d 
probably really like to draft a centre here because their system is thin 
down the middle, and Sillinger feels like the perfect fit for them (both in 
terms of his profile and his position). That would have been one of the 
easier picks to make if I didn’t also think he made a lot of sense for the 
Flames. And yet, this was the hardest pick of this exercise because I’m 
not sure Sillinger will be there and there really aren’t any other natural 
centres who will be taken in this range that fit the mold. There are lots of 
players who can play centre and could be taken in the teens or 20s. 
Fedor Svechkov, Aatu Raty, Zachary Bolduc, Xavier Bourgault, 
Francesco Pinelli, Zach Dean, etc. But some of those players will likely 
end up on the wing (Bourgault, for example, played on the wing all 
season) and the conversations I’ve had with scouts suggest that 13 is 
probably a little high for each. And then when I defaulted to other players 
that look like Flyers draft picks (Coronato, who I went with, and maybe 
Fabian Lysell, who I don’t think they’d be scared to take) or have ties to 
players they’ve already picked (they would have been very impressed 
with what they saw out of Carson Lambos while scouting eventual 2020 
pick Connor McLennon a year ago because he looked like a top-10 pick 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 1, 2021 

 

at the time, and Oskar Olausson plays with 2020 pick Emil Andrae with 
HV71), they all played the two positions where their pool is most 
abundant: right-shot wingers and left-handed defencemen. So the truth 
is, I don’t know! If Sillinger’s there, I bet it’s him. If not, this one’s tough to 
nail down (with Svechkov or Bolduc being the most likely centres). 
Coronato’s definitely their type, though. 

14. Dallas Stars: Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton Oil Kings 

My rank: No. 19 

Jake Oettinger’s one of the better young goalies in the sport, but Colton 
Point hasn’t panned out like anyone hoped, Anton Khudobin’s 35, and 
they’ve clearly got a desire to bolster the position or they wouldn’t have 
both drafted Remi Poirier and signed Adam Scheel. Though I’d bet on 
Wallstedt being gone, Cossa could be available and makes sense here. 
Oettinger remains the only young goalie option they can feel confident 
about and Cossa would give them a second. If they don’t go goalie, 
though, I suspect they take a forward before a defenceman here. I like 
Mavrik Bourque better than the next guy, but Thomas Harley’s a better 
top D prospect than he is as a top forward prospect. So maybe they 
consider a swing on someone like Lysell (that would align with some of 
the chances they took on players others wouldn’t in last year’s draft, 
including Antonio Stranges and Evgeni Oksentyuk) to add some upside 
to their pool up front. But Cossa feels like the more likely fit for this slot 
based on the conversations I’ve had. 

15. New York Rangers: Zachary Bolduc, C/W, Rimouski Océanic 

My rank: No. 35 

I’d be surprised if the Rangers don’t go forward here. That’s the 
expectation with this year’s first-rounder given how much young depth 
they have on the back end both now with the NHL club and in the system 
(Nils Lundkvist, Braden Schneider, Zac Jones, Matthew Robertson, 
Tarmo Reunanen, Hunter Skinner, etc.). And though Bolduc probably 
wouldn’t be my choice, most NHL scouts expect him to go between 15 
and the early 20s, with the Rangers as a potential landing spot. Bolduc 
would inject some skill and scoring into their pool’s forward group, and it 
doesn’t hurt that he has experience at centre (though he could well end 
up on the wing). 

16. St. Louis Blues: Carson Lambos, LHD, Winnipeg Ice/JYP 

My rank: No. 15 

The Blues have taken a forward with their first pick of the draft in five 
straight years, and even took forwards with their second pick in three of 
those years. Outside of Scott Perunovich in the second round in 2018 
and Vince Dunn in the second round in 2015, they really haven’t 
dedicated any picks of consequence to a defender in a long, long time. 
Their positioning in this draft perfectly opens up the opportunity to 
change that trend because this is more or less when the next-best 
defencemen will begin to go once the Big Four are off the board. While 
there’s no guarantee both Lambos and Corson Ceulemans are available 
(I’ve talked to different teams who still believe in Lambos as a 10-to-15 
guy and others who argue Ceulemans has risen as high as that range), I 
suspect one will be and I suspect the Blues will have interest. I’m not 
convinced Lambos will be the pick. He comes with a little unexpected 
baggage now after an up-and-down year for his play (though I think he 
was better in Finland than he gets credit for) and his health, and 
Ceulemans’ strong showing at U18 worlds will linger on the minds of 
scouts. I leaned Lambos if only because of the name-value/cache he still 
carries as a player who many believed was a top-10 prospect a year ago. 

17. Winnipeg Jets: Fabian Lysell, LW/RW, Frölunda HC/Luleå HF 

My rank: No. 13 

The Jets won out at the 2020 draft when they pounced on Cole Perfetti 
as he slipped a little due to concerns over his size, athleticism and 
skating. I suspect a team takes that same kind of swing on Lysell and it 
wouldn’t surprise me if that team’s Winnipeg. Lysell is all over teams’ 
draft boards. There are teams that have him firmly in the front half of the 
first round and others that think he’ll go closer to the tail end of it. He 
profiles a lot differently than Perfetti, too. Perfetti was in a completely 
different tier as a prospect, for one. But their games also contrast each 
other pretty starkly as well. What makes Perfetti so good is the way he 
reads the ice and navigates within it. That’s Lysell’s biggest concern. 

He’s got an electrifying skill-skating package, and he works diligently off 
the puck, but there are worries about his approach/processing. The Jets 
will likely consider Lambos, as he has played in their backyard, here as 
well. 

18. Nashville Predators: Corson Ceulemans, RHD, Brooks Bandits 

My rank: No. 22 

The gut reflex with the Preds is to continue the never-ending search for 
the top forward it feels like they’ve always lacked. But outside of last 
year’s selection of Askarov, they’ve gone to the forward well almost 
exclusively and the result is a pool/team that has slowly thinned out what 
has always been a strength: defence (in part because they traded 
Samuel Girard as part of the deal that netted them Kyle Turris). Between 
taking Luke Evangelista after Askarov in 2020, using their first three picks 
on forwards in 2019 (Philip Tomasino, Egor Afanasyev, Alexander 
Campbell) and the Eeli Tolvanen pick in 2017, there has been a lot of 
energy put in to strengthening their group up front. They’ll have forwards 
they like in this range, so taking a defender isn’t a lock, but I suspect they 
strongly consider Lambos and Ceulemans if either is available. 

19. Edmonton Oilers: Brennan Othmann, LW, Flint Firebirds/EHC Olten 

My rank: No. 23 

There are few people in NHL scouting departments who are as familiar 
with Europe’s landscape (and specifically Switzerland’s) as Oilers 
director of European scouting Keith Sullivan is, so you can count on them 
having done their due diligence on Othmann while he played in the 
second-tier Swiss League. And even after taking forwards with all six of 
their 2020 picks, I suspect the Oilers feel pretty comfortable with what 
they have coming on the back end in Evan Bouchard and Philip Broberg 
and go back to the forward well (at least with their first pick) here. 
Othmann’s blend of finesse, playmaking, and scoring touch (plus his 
history of success playing off talented players dating back to his time 
flanking Shane Wright in minor hockey) make him a natural bet for the 
Oilers in their continued pursuit of players who can play with Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. There are some who have varied concerns 
about Othmann in this range, but Edmonton makes a lot of sense. 

Brennan Othmann. (EHC Olten / Marc Schumacher) 

20. Boston Bruins: Daniil Chayka, LHD, CSKA/Zvezda/Krasnaya Armiya 
Moskva 

My rank: No. 49 

The Bruins are the team whose picks most regularly mystify me. Mason 
Lohrei’s a better prospect today than the one I thought he was when they 
drafted him 58th a year ago. Jack Studnicka has panned out as a 
second-rounder. But almost every single one of the 15 other picks 
they’ve made in the last four drafts has made me scratch my head for 
either where they took a player I liked (too high) or for taking players I 
wouldn’t have even considered drafting at all. I think their pool has 
suffered as a result (on top of trading two of their last three first-rounders, 
which doesn’t help their scouts). So there’s a little bit of reverse logic at 
play in this selection because it feels like a team is going to take Chayka 
in this range (in fairness, there are plenty around the league who believe 
he’s a first-rounder, so the Bruins wouldn’t be on an island), even though 
he’s a player I wouldn’t. I can’t help but wonder if that team will be 
Boston. 

21. Minnesota Wild: Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan Cataractes 

My rank: No. 21 

I’d bet on the Wild going after two forwards with their picks in the 20s. 
Not because their pool needs them more than defenders, but because of 
the availability of players their scouting group is likely to target. A couple 
of scouts have pointed me in the direction of Bourgault as a potential 
candidate for the first of those picks. He probably doesn’t make it to No. 
25 and he may not even be around here (some view him as a teens guy), 
but if he is, there are elements to his game that the Wild have targeted in 
other recent forward picks, and elements he lacks that they’ve shown 
they’re not particularly worried about in those they tend to go after. They 
desire roundedness in their forwards and they don’t seem too fussed if 
they aren’t the fastest in the world (see: Matt Boldy, Rossi, Adam 
Beckman, Alexander Khovanov, etc.). Bourgault fits the mold. 
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22. Detroit Red Wings (from Washington): Fedor Svechkov, LW/C, Lada 
Togliatti 

My rank: No. 36 

I’m probably going to hear from a scout or two after this, telling me that 
Svechkov will likely be gone by this point. They’ll probably be right, too. I 
think he could go as early as No. 13 and debated him for a couple of 
other teams before this point, including the Wild with the pick directly in 
front of Detroit. For a while, it looked like Nikita Chibrikov or Chayka 
would be the first Russian off the board. Now that’s not a sure thing. But 
the way this shook out, the forwards taken in front of him felt a little more 
likely for those individual teams. If he’s around for the Red Wings’ second 
pick, he’s probably a slam dunk, though, especially if they don’t take 
McTavish/take a winger at No. 6. Their need (and desire) for centres is 
no secret. 

23. Florida Panthers: Nikita Chibrikov, C/W, SKA St. Petersburg 

My rank: No. 28 

There had been some softening on Chibrikov among scouts this season 
before his U18 worlds performance reaffirmed him as a definite first-
rounder. He started the year as a candidate for the front half of the first 
round for many and there was a time where he probably fit in as more of 
a 25-to-40 guy. I expect he goes somewhere in between now and the 
Panthers (at No. 23) are the team that I’ve most often come back to. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Toronto): Aatu Räty, C, Kärpät 

My rank: No. 16 

This just makes too much sense for everyone involved. Jarmo 
Kekalainen and his staff will have done their due diligence on the Finn, 
they love a reclamation project, they need to build their centre depth for 
the NHL club through their pool (their best prospects, from Kirill 
Marchenko on down, are currently wingers), and though they also have 
serious holes to fill in their system on defence, they’ll likely have filled 
those at No. 5. There aren’t many D who could realistically go in this 
range. 

25. Minnesota Wild (from Pittsburgh): Sasha Pastujov, LW, U.S. NTDP 

My rank: No. 14 

I’m still not convinced Pastujov is going to be selected in the first round, 
as great as his season was (the data and production scream first-
rounder). I’ve had multiple sources express concern about his skating for 
that kind of a range. But there are others who believe firmly in his talent 
and the Wild feel like a team that will like him for all of the same reasons 
they’ll probably like Bourgault. 

26. Carolina Hurricanes: Isak Rosén, RW, Leksands IF 

My rank: No. 25 

The Hurricanes are the team that has drafted most in line with the way 
my board has looked in the last several years and I think they’re well-
positioned to tap into good value with a player whose 
skill/handling/maneuverability components all grade out highly. There are 
five players who kind of scream “Hurricanes picks” here. They are: 
Rosén, Mackie Samoskevitch, Logan Stankoven, Francesco Pinelli and 
Sean Behrens. I went with Rosén because he’s got a slight edge in a 
survey of scouts and he really fits the mold. I expect Pastujov will also be 
in that mix if he’s available. 

27. Colorado Avalanche: Zach Dean, C, Gatineau Olympiques 

My rank: No. 38 

I don’t have any real intel that the Avalanche like Dean but I’d be pretty 
surprised if he’s not one of the players they’re fond of. He’d just fit in 
seamlessly with how they play/what they’re all about. He’s a 
hardworking, good-skating, middle-lane player who operates in the guts 
of the ice and plays between races. That’s “The Avalanche Way” these 
days. This is more or less where he’s expected to be picked, too, and 
they’ve taken defencemen with each of their last two first-rounders. 

28. New Jersey Devils (from the Islanders): Simon Robertsson, LW/RW, 
Skellefteå AIK 

My rank: No. 30 

The Devils’ second pick is a tough one to handicap because, well, all of 
their picks (outside the top 10) have been difficult to handicap for the last 
several years. There are some trends in there. They’ve taken a lot of 
Russians (especially defencemen). They’ve taken a lot of Ottawa 67’s. 
But there are none of the latter and the only of the former left and really 
fits into this range is maybe Kirill Kirsanov and I expect he’ll be a second-
rounder. My sense is Robertsson falls in this range, though, and the 
Devils definitely like their multifaceted forward prospects who can 
contribute but aren’t necessarily dynamic. 

29. Vegas Golden Knights: Mackie Samoskevitch, RW, Chicago Steel 

My rank: No. 27 

A year after taking his Chicago Steel teammate Brendan Brisson, I like 
Samoskevitch, who oozes speed and puck skill but has work to do in 
other areas and didn’t produce like some hoped he would, for the Golden 
Knights at the back end of the first round of the draft. They’re one of the 
best drafting teams in the league for my money and Samoskevitch could 
provide the kind of value they tend to find. I imagine they’d like this next 
pick too, though … 

30/31. Montreal Canadiens: Francesco Pinelli, C, Kitchener 
Rangers/HDD Jesenice 

My ranking: No. 24 

I think there’s a very good chance Pinelli goes higher than this. But the 
way things played out here, the forwards taken ahead of him just felt like 
they made a little more sense for each of those teams. He’d be a great 
get for the Canadiens — and a player I’d bet they would have been 
interested in earlier in the draft had they been eliminated earlier in the 
playoffs. He’d check a lot of skill/possession/distribution boxes for a pool 
that, with Cole Caufield’s graduation, now looks much stronger on 
defence than at forward. 

30/31. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Tampa): Oskar Olausson, LW/RW, 
HV71 

My rank: No. 20 

Any time a team has three picks in the first round, there’s a history of 
getting a little cute with one of them to really go off the board for a player 
you’re not sure you’ll get with a later pick. I’ve talked to scouts and 
managers about this urge and they acknowledge it’s real, even if it 
shouldn’t be and even if it does, in some small way, reduce the value of 
the pick. I really like Olausson as a player with some qualities/traits that 
the Jackets have clearly targeted in recent years though (there are 
shades of Marchenko, Yegor Chinakhov and Dmitri Voronkov) and if they 
get a defenceman and a centre with their first two picks then that may 
reduce the urge to chase one of them here. There are going to be some 
better wingers available at the end of the first round than there will be 
defencemen/centres. 

Best player available into Day 2: Logan Stankoven, LW/RW, Kamloops 
Blazers 

My rank: No. 18 

Stankoven’s really hard to plot into a mock draft. I’d take him over many 
of these players without thinking twice. There are several NHL teams that 
would too. But there are enough that will still shy away from taking a 5-
foot-8 player with Stankoven’s makeup (for the wrong reasons, I’d 
argue), and those who do like him are likely to have a couple other 
players available in their range that they also covet. So he could linger. 
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Jennifer Botterill shook her head. 

She had just made an impassioned on-air speech about the importance 
of player safety in the aftermath of the controversial incident in May 
between Washington’s Tom Wilson and New York Rangers forwards 
Pavel Buchnevich and Artemi Panarin. And now, her co-analyst on 
Sportsnet’s “Hockey Night in Canada” was comparing Wilson’s actions to 
a “noogie.” 

What resulted was a passionate, authentic debate on national television, 
with last year’s HNIC breakout star Kevin Bieksa on one side and this 
year’s newest star, Botterill, on the other. 

“What I loved about that whole exchange is that she didn’t defer to him,” 
Sportsnet’s Jeff Marek said. “She’s pretty new on ‘Hockey Night’ and 
she’s pretty new at our shop and normally, like in sports, some people 
sort of defer to the vets. … But, she’s walked in, and she’s not deferring. 
She’s not saying, ‘Well, yeah, you have a point,’ and she’s not just siding 
with someone to make it more comfortable. She’s got her opinions and 
she’s happy to dig in her heels.” 

Botterill, one of the most successful players of her era, has transitioned 
smoothly to a broadcasting career. This season, she got widespread 
exposure through her work with Sportsnet, and she could be on to even 
bigger things soon. 

“Media and broadcasting is something that I absolutely love,” Botterill told 
The Athletic. “The connection with the game and the opportunity to 
potentially impact fans of the game and those who love hockey to make it 
even better for them is something I really enjoy.” 

Botterill, 42, joined the “Hockey Night in Canada” crew this season after 
two years as an analyst with MSG Networks. At Sportsnet, she had a few 
trial shows on the network’s pregame show “Hockey Central” and quickly 
worked her way up to “Wednesday Night Hockey” and ultimately to 
“HNIC” through the regular season and up to the conference finals. 

Technically a freelance broadcaster, she isn’t scheduled to be part of 
Sportsnet’s Stanley Cup Final coverage. And where she lands next 
season is still a question. But, the media landscape is wide open right 
now with TNT and ESPN filling out their rosters on the U.S. side, which 
should give Botterill plenty of opportunities in the future. 

It’s been a long and successful path in hockey, one that culminated in 
making Botterill’s segments must-watch television this season. And in 
many ways, she’s doing on Sportsnet, what she’s always done: excel. 

And that is reflected in her decorated playing career. Botterill won 17 gold 
medals for Canada, including three at the Olympics and five world 
championships. Her name is all over the Harvard hockey record books, 
and she is the only player to win the Patty Kazmaier Trophy as the top 
player in women’s college hockey twice. It’s a 14-year career primed for 
Hockey Hall of Fame enshrinement. 

“She is a star, there’s no question about it,” said Katey Stone, the 
longtime Harvard women’s hockey coach who recruited Botterill more 
than two decades ago. “She’s a wonderful human being and what you’re 
seeing on TV is authentic. I think that’s what people gravitate toward. 
They understand how sincere she is, and they know she’s been there, 
done that at every possible level of hockey she could.” 

In Winnipeg, there weren’t many conversations at the Botterill family 
dining table that didn’t revolve around sports. 

Her mother, Doreen, was a two-time Olympic speed skater. Her dad, Cal, 
is a well-known sports psychologist who also played hockey. And her 
brother, Jason, won three world junior championships for Canada, played 
professionally and has worked in NHL front offices for over a decade, 
with stops as the general manager of the Buffalo Sabres, and now as 
assistant GM in Seattle. 

“We had a very athletic family, and sport was a big part of both my mom 
and my dad’s lives,” Botterill said. “So, it was just a part of the culture that 

we grew up in. And I think they taught my brother and I to pursue 
excellence in everything that we did.” 

Botterill said her parents created a supportive, positive environment, and 
never put pressure on her or Jason to play hockey or aspire to represent 
Canada at the highest level. 

“There was unconditional support from them,” she said. “But growing up 
in that environment, it was more that they just encouraged us to be 
involved in sport. … And I think they provided the right source of 
motivation and inspiration for doing things for the right reason, along with 
that drive for excellence.” 

Botterill tried many sports but ultimately chose to focus on hockey, and 
rose quickly through the game. She debuted for the national team at the 
1997 3 Nations Cup, and cracked Canada’s roster for the first Olympics 
to include women’s hockey in 1998. At 18, she was the youngest player 
on the team. 

Team USA won the historic first gold medal at the Nagano Games. 
Botterill, still just a teenager, returned home before committing to play 
college hockey at Harvard. 

Stone remembers the first time she walked into Harvard’s locker room 
during Botterill’s freshman year. All of the players were partially geared 
up waiting for the coaches, and Botterill was in her chair, helmet on, 
gloves at her knees, ready to get on the ice. 

“I walk in and there’s Jen, a fresh little freshman, and she’s sitting up 
extremely straight in her chair … and just looking like, ‘I’m ready,’” Stone 
said. “I never forgot it because I thought, all right, this is a special 
individual.” 

And she was. 

At Harvard, Botterill led the Crimson to their first-ever national title in her 
freshman year, was a four-time All-American and a two-time national 
player of the year and ended her career with 157 goals and 340 points in 
113 games (and an honours degree in psychology). She still holds 
several NCAA and Harvard records. 

“She was clutch,” Stone said. “Jen was not just skilled, but she was 
always prepared, there was never a doubt that she was going to be 
ready. … When we needed something, we needed a goal, we needed 
something done, she was there, and she always delivered. 

“She was a gift to our program.” 

At the international level, Botterill was a five-time world champion for 
Canada and a two-time MVP of the tournament, while also winning three 
silver medals. After the disappointment in 1998, Botterill was a key 
member of Canada’s dominant run at the Olympics, with gold medals in 
2002, 2006 and 2010. 

A few weeks after the 2010 Games in Vancouver — where she got the 
assist on Marie-Philip Poulin’s winning goal in the gold-medal game — 
Botterill announced her retirement. 

“I loved my time as a competitive athlete, but in some ways, it’s very all-
consuming,” Botterill said. “I look back, and was super fortunate, but I did 
feel this interest and intrigue and excitement about having adventures 
and having the energy and the capacity to focus on some new 
challenges with some new adventures in my life.” 

Marek was being a (self-proclaimed) prima donna. 

He had just finished working a doubleheader of games on “Wednesday 
Night Hockey” and was in the makeup room when he made a comment 
about the makeup removing wipes irritating his skin. 

Sitting nearby was Botterill, who had just worked her first Wednesday 
show, and her first show with Marek. 

“I had a throwaway little comment, right? So, I don’t think about this for a 
second,” Marek said. “Then the next week, Jen shows up and she comes 
over to me and she goes, ‘Here try these, they’re a lot easier on your 
skin.’” 

A long-time broadcaster and host at Sportsnet, Marek was surprised by 
the gesture. 
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“I shouldn’t be surprised at this,” Marek said, “because she’s grown up 
playing on teams, but I think that she really gets the idea — and usually it 
takes sort of newer broadcasters on the team a while to understand this 
— that this is a team, and that everybody needs to take care of each 
other and trust each other. And even if it’s just tiny little things like giving 
the prima donna some different wipes so his sensitive skin won’t feel as 
burned. 

“That’s Botterill, man. That’s Jennifer.” 

Being a good teammate is just one element that has made Botterill 
successful as a player and a broadcaster. And of course, she’s not 
completely new to TV. 

Botterill had only just retired when she was approached to do work for 
the Women’s World Championships with TSN, a longstanding broadcast 
partner of Hockey Canada. 

Botterill made her broadcast debut in 2011 and worked for the network 
for several tournaments. She covered the 2014 Sochi Games with CBC, 
and became a co-host for Sportsnet’s “Hometown Hockey” before the 
network went down to one host, Tara Slone. 

In 2018, Botterill joined her former Harvard teammate and Olympic rival 
A.J. Mleczko as an analyst with MSG Networks. With Mleczko based in 
Boston and Botterill in Toronto — and both women with young families — 
a full slate of games would have been too much travel and time. So, the 
duo split the role. 

“It was almost like somebody had pre-planned it,” said Jeff Filippi, the 
senior vice president of programming and executive producer at MSG 
Networks. “They were teammates, and they won a national 
championship, and then they were rivals in the Olympics and World 
Championships, so they had this great connection. And if we couldn’t get 
one, getting both was actually sort of a cool thing. 

“We thought it was just such a stroke of serendipity and it worked out 
tremendously,” he added. “It really exceeded our expectations because 
they were both so good at their job and Jen just did a great job for us.” 

Her role as a studio analyst was different from her previous work 
between the benches as a rinkside reporter or host on “Hometown 
Hockey.” At MSG, Botterill started to hone her skills and shine. 

“I think one of the important qualities I always think of and tell people who 
want to do this is, you sort of have to be likable and believable. And I 
think Jen has both of those qualities in spades,” Filippi said. “She comes 
across as someone you’d like to hang out with, you know? She’s very 
friendly and outgoing and obviously knows the game very well and has 
the credentials to back it up. So, when you put all those qualities 
together, it will usually create somebody who’s pretty successful in doing 
what she did as an analyst.” 

Botterill could have still been with the network this year, covering the 
Islanders’ run to the conference finals. But, the COVID-19 pandemic put 
a stop to her travel, first during last year’s bubble, and then during the 
entirety of the 2020-21 season. 

With her work stalled, Botterill’s agent, Brant Feldman, worked the 
phones, and just before the start of this season, he got her an opportunity 
to fill in on a handful of “Hockey Central” pregame shows with Caroline 
Cameron. 

“They sounded very intrigued in terms of me coming in, but I hadn’t 
worked with them in the past in this capacity,” Botterill said. “It was just 
some ‘Hockey Central’ shows to start with perhaps some opportunities 
down the road.” 

Rob Corte, Sportsnet’s vice president of Live Events and NHL 
Production, said the network had been keeping Botterill on their radar 
during her work with MSG, and that her first few shows made it “really 
easy” to keep her on air. 

“It was clear right away that she was exceptional,” he said. “She has 
presence. It’s little things that are great broadcasting techniques, like her 
posture. She sits up straight, and you laugh, but those are very important 
things that allow her to project her voice. And when she comes on right 
away, you take notice, just by her physical presence. And then of course, 
when she starts to speak, you put the two of them together, and it’s a 
home run.” 

Botterill turned that audition into regular appearances on the pregame 
show, working up to “Wednesday Night Hockey” with Marek and 
ultimately “Hockey Night in Canada.” And like Bieksa last year, Botterill 
quickly endeared herself to colleagues and fans. 

She turned into the breakout media star of 2021. 

“Both Kevin and Jennifer have been fantastic for us in the short time 
they’ve been a part of the team,” Corte said. “It’s rare, especially on 
social media and Twitter in particular, to have more positive than 
negative reactions. And Jennifer certainly is one of those rarities, where it 
seems like most of the comments about her and her performance are 
positive, which that in itself would tell you something.” 

Many intelligent and articulate athletes have struggled to make a 
successful transition from playing to broadcasting. But what has set 
Botterill apart from her peers is her ability to break down the game in a 
complex way, while making it easy to digest. When Botterill speaks, 
viewers typically learn something. And that’s not always easy to do. 

“It really doesn’t help matters if our analyst says, ‘That was a great pass 
by Smith,’ because the fan at home is going to see that was a great pass 
by Smith,” Filippi said. “It’s really the why, the how, what set it up. It’s the 
next level analysis, but also done in sort of a simple way. Don’t talk in 
hockey jargon, don’t talk above the audience. Talk to the audience and 
try to help them understand what they want to learn. And Jen does a 
great job of that.” 

Having played the game for so long, Botterill said she makes it a priority 
to use her knowledge and experience to add to the viewers’ experience 
and understanding of the game. 

“Maybe it’s something that they didn’t notice, or something I could 
provide a little more detail or a different perspective on,” she said. “I 
guess my goal is to always make our segments as interesting as possible 
and to make the game even better to watch for everyone that follows.” 

Former Team Canada captain Campbell-Pascall knows Botterill well from 
their playing days. 

“I’m just never surprised at anything with her. Whatever she sets her 
mind to, she can do it, you know?” she said. “But, who you see on TV, on 
‘Hockey Night in Canada’ right now, that’s Jennifer Botterill. There’s no 
other version. 

“I still think there’s more personality that’ll come out when she just gets 
more comfortable, and that just takes time. It’s a big show. It’s a big 
stage, right? It comes with a lot of pressure and she’s doing an amazing 
job, but I think she’ll grow even more.” 

Even as a new member of the Sportsnet crew, Botterill is a calming 
presence on set, Marek said. Regardless of what happened in games, 
she never panicked and always was the most prepared person in the 
room. 

“One of the things about Jennifer is, I get the sense that she approaches 
every show, probably like she approaches every game,” Marek said. 
“She works hard. She’s authentic. And she approaches everything with 
honesty.” 

Success is not foreign to Botterill, and neither is work. That’s what Filippi 
said sets her apart from other former athletes trying to break into media. 

“There are people who played the game and have the credentials, and 
they sort of come at it with the mindset of, ‘I know the game, I’m here, I 
can do this,’” he said. “But the people who are really successful at it are 
the ones who look at it as another skill to get better at just like skating 
and shooting, and stick handling.” 

Simply put, Botterill puts in the work, and it all goes back to lessons 
learned from her family. 

“I’ve just tried to continue that idea of pursuing excellence, to continue to 
get better,” she said. “That’s something that I take a lot of pride in, and 
even talking about my preparation and being ready for the shows and the 
games. I think that’s just something I want to make sure that I’m thorough 
and doing everything in the best possible way and to try to reach my full 
potential as often as possible.” 

Exactly where Botterill goes from here remains to be seen. 
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Working with Sportsnet on a freelance basis technically makes her a free 
agent in what is shaping up to be an interesting offseason for broadcast 
media. Her agent, Feldman, jokingly equated it to a “media free-agent 
frenzy,” and he’s not wrong. 

With the NHL’s U.S. broadcast rights moving from NBC to a joint deal 
between ESPN and Turner Sports next season, there has been plenty of 
movement and some major hires. 

On Tuesday afternoon, ESPN announced its roster of play-by-play 
commentators, hosts, and analysts, which included Mleczko, Campbell-
Pascall and six-time Stanley Cup champion Mark Messier. That is 
expected to be ESPN’s full broadcast roster for next season. 

Meanwhile, TNT also has been building out its roster, most notably 
signing Wayne Gretzky on as an analyst to join play-by-play 
commentator Kenny Albert and analyst Eddie Olczyk. 

As reported by The Athletic’s Sean Shapiro, it is believed that there are a 
number of Canadian-based broadcasters who could be in play to join 
either network, as we’ve seen with ESPN hiring Campbell-Pascall and 
Ray Ferraro. Shapiro wrote that some industry observers say that “ESPN 
and Turner have shown a willingness to present salaries that would make 
moving to the United States much easier.” 

After a standout first year with Sportsnet, Botterill is going to have some 
options, which likely will include staying at Sportsnet, going back to MSG 
or being poached by TNT in their search to match ESPN’s broadcast 
team. 

Of course, she also has a young family based in Toronto. And she and 
her husband own a high-performance training centre in Toronto called 
Journey to Excel. But, with travel restrictions loosening, it’s possible she 
could travel for the job and still call Toronto home, the way she did while 
working for MSG. 

All of this begs the question: What’s next for Jennifer Botterill? Is it 
media? A move to the U.S.? Maybe a front-office role like her brother? 

Right now, she said she’s focused on her business with her husband, her 
keynote speaking — a personal venture called Excel in Life — and 
continuing to improve as a broadcaster. 

“I feel so fortunate that I’ve found a few avenues that I absolutely love 
right now,” Botterill said. “And I think my focus is to continue to improve in 
these roles, be the best that I can, and have the most positive impact that 
I can.” 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: The NHL’s 18th place team is on the 
verge of a Stanley Cup. It has to mean something. But what? 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Jun 30, 2021 

 

Here are the facts: The Montreal Canadiens went 24-21-11 this year, 
losing eight more games than they won. They finished with the 18th best 
record in a league where 16 teams make the postseason, earning the 
last spot in the North Division by a mere four points. They were 19th in 
goals differential and finished tied with Chicago and Arizona for 19th in 
wins. They were 17th in goals scored and 18th in goals against, the latter 
partly due to their star goalie finishing the season with the seventh-worst 
save percentage among goalies who played at least 25 games. They 
were the only playoff team to hit double-digits in loser points, with 11. 
They did not have a single player finish in the top 10 for the Hart, Norris 
or Vezina. They fired their coach a month into the season, then saw their 
record get even worse under the new one. Then they went into the 
playoffs cold, on the heels of a season-ending five-game losing streak. 

Now they’re in the Stanley Cup Final. 

What? 

On the surface, this doesn’t make sense. It’s sports, and sports are 
supposed to have upsets and underdogs, but this seems extreme. If you 
just look at those basic numbers up above, then what’s happening in 
Montreal seems borderline impossible. We haven’t seen a team turn a 
regular season like this into a championship since 1949, but the Habs are 
on the verge of doing it. And they’re kind of making it look easy. 

It has to mean something. But what? 

Spoiler alert: I have no idea. But I want to think it through, so I’ve come 
up with 10 theories about what’s happened to the Montreal Canadiens 
over the course of this run and what the rest of us can learn from it. 
There may be some truth to a few of them or even most. They may all be 
wrong. 

Let’s try to find out. I’ll give you 10 theories, why they work, and why they 
might not, and then you head to the comments and tell me which ones I 
should buy into. 

Theory #1: The Habs aren’t a bad team and never were 

The theory: Let’s start with what might be both the easiest answer, and 
also the most complicated: The standings lied. The Canadiens went 
through their ups and downs like any team, but they were always a good 
team that was a threat to have the sort of run they’re having. If you 
missed that because you didn’t look any deeper than what the standings 
page said, that’s on you. 

Why it might work: There’s a decent argument to be made that a simple 
glance at the Canadiens’ record is at least misleading. For starters, they 
got all those loser points because they went 3-8 in overtime and 1-3 in 
shootouts; in regulation, when real hockey is played, they basically broke 
even (20 wins and 21 losses). That late-season losing streak came when 
they already had a playoff spot largely wrapped up, and they were tired 
from a condensed schedule due to COVID-19 delays. Carey Price was 
hurt for a lot of the year, so throw his stats out the window. And the 
team’s underlying numbers were good, with Natural Stat Trick having 
them 10th in five-on-five expected goals percentage and second in five-
on-five Corsi, but the seventh worst PDO in the league (and worst among 
playoff teams). 

Why it might not: All of that does seem like a pretty convincing argument 
that the Canadiens weren’t a bad team, but I’m not sure it adds up to 
them being especially good. The various models out there, including 
Dom’s, all take underlying numbers into account, and most of them still 
didn’t think much of Montreal’s chances. So at best, this theory only gets 
us part of the way there. Let’s keep going … 

Theory #2: The playoffs are just different and Marc Bergevin understood 
that 

The theory: We’re constantly told that the playoffs are a different game. 
Marc Bergevin knew that and he built a team that was designed for the 
postseason. 

Why it might work: Go down the list of postseason cliches, and the Habs 
do check a lot of boxes. They play defense. They block shots. They’re 
good on special teams, especially the penalty kill. They don’t have any 
big-name stars who rack up stats and personal glory, but they do have a 
bunch of guys willing to lay it all on the line for the team. 

Maybe the playoffs really are different. And more intriguingly, maybe 
Bergevin understood that in a way that most of us don’t and built a team 
that was just good enough to get into the postseason and perfectly 
positioned to be a force once they were there. He added veterans with 
Cup rings, including Corey Perry and Eric Staal. He went out and got a 
big body in Josh Anderson, even coming off a terrible season, because 
those are the guys who are hardest to handle in the playoffs. He had 
guys like Brendan Gallagher and Phillip Danault and Paul Byron who’d 
leave everything on the ice. And he built it all around Carey Price and 
Shea Weber, two Team Canada veterans who’ve played on the biggest 
stages but are hungry for their first Cups. 

He built that team knowing that if they could be good enough during the 
season and have the old Price show up in time for the playoffs, they’d be 
contenders. He was right. 
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Why it might not: It starts sounding a little too convenient, right? Sure, the 
playoffs aren’t the same as the regular season, but it’s not a whole new 
sport. And it gets a little too easy for those of us in the narrative business 
to just wait until the Final, then knowingly point at the two teams left and 
say that they “knew how to play playoff hockey” and all the other teams 
didn’t. It’s weird how we never manage to figure any of this out until we 
already know the right answer. 

That’s not to say there isn’t anything to this idea or that Bergevin doesn’t 
deserve credit. But if he’s truly cracked the code, this success should be 
sustainable and not just a one-year wonder. I guess time will tell. 

Theory #3: It’s time to accept that the regular season doesn’t matter 

The theory: This is a slightly more nihilistic version of Theory No. 2. It’s 
not just that the playoffs are different. It’s that they’re practically random, 
with tiny two-week samples that lend themselves to flukes, hot streaks 
and weird bounces. 

The regular season tells us which 16 teams make the playoffs, and that’s 
it. Once the postseason starts, we’re just flipping coins, which is why the 
18th best team in the league basically has as good a shot as anyone. 

Why it might work: We can certainly point to plenty of outcomes over the 
years that support the idea. We’ve all seen series that turned on a 
bounce here or a weird play there. And even the math seems to back us 
up here, showing that the NHL playoffs seem to be far more luck-based 
than other leagues. 

The Habs’ run to the final happened because they made the playoffs, 
which means they had a 2-in-16 chance just like everyone else. We don’t 
need to explain it any more than we’d try to explain a coin coming up 
heads three flips in a row. 

Why it might not: It’s sure not a very satisfying answer, is it? 

That doesn’t mean it’s wrong, but it might mean that we shouldn’t poke at 
it too much. And sure enough, lots of fans roll their eyes at this sort of 
thinking. They’ll insist that the best team always wins in the playoffs, 
because if you don’t win then you can’t be the best. This ends up being 
more of a philosophical argument than anything, and I understand why 
some fans don’t want any part of it. 

But there’s a more concrete objection to the “just flipping coins” school of 
thought: If this is all random, where are all the fluke champions we should 
be seeing? We get upsets, sure, but which Cup winners from the cap era 
would you say were big underdogs? Maybe you point to the 2019 Blues, 
but they were great in the second half. The 2006 Hurricanes were way 
better than you want to remember. The 2018 Caps were a bit of a 
surprise, but we’d been waiting on them to figure it out for years. The 
2012 Kings are probably the answer, but the analytics crowd told us they 
were good all along, and they won again two years later. 

If Montreal wins this year, you could make a strong case that they’ll be 
the first truly shocking Cup winner since … when? The 1995 Devils? 
Maybe the 1990 Oilers? Before that? If this is all just random, it’s weird 
how the best teams seem to keep winning. 

Theory #4: This run is just more proof that the playoffs are all about 
having the hottest goaltender 

The theory: NHL teams spend all offseason and most of the regular 
season building rosters around top-end talent, useful depth, a mix of 
experience and youth, and the right guys in the right roles across every 
position in the lineup. Then the playoffs start, and it just comes down to 
whichever team’s goalie gets hot for a few weeks. 

Heading into Game 1, there was only one goalie with even better playoff 
numbers than Carey Price, and what a surprise, it’s Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
the other goalie who made the Final. This same story plays out every 
year, why are we acting surprised about it happening again? 

Why it might work: (Looks at the results of pretty much every postseason 
of the cap era, and even beyond.) Yeah, this one kind of checks out. 

Why it might not: The theory is right, but I think it’s too dismissive of what 
Montreal is doing. Yes, Price has been great, and maybe we should have 
seen that coming and maybe we shouldn’t. But it’s not like the Canadiens 
are getting badly outplayed and getting bailed out by their goalie. Look at 
the Vegas series. If Montreal was getting outshot 45-22 every night and 

Price was standing on his head, then sure, you just shrug-emoji and say 
the Knights got goalied. But that didn’t happen, and if anything, the 
Canadiens were the better team in that series. On a few nights, it wasn’t 
all that close. 

You can’t win if your goalie plays poorly, and it’s obviously going to help if 
he’s hot. But we didn’t need the Canadiens to teach us that, and it’s not 
the only thing powering their run. 

Theory #5: They’ve just been lucky 

The theory: The Canadiens faced a Leafs team that lost John Tavares for 
the series early in the opener; Toronto was one goal away from knocking 
Montreal out, and there’s a good chance a Tavares line could have 
provided it. Then Montreal faced a Winnipeg team that lost its top scorer 
to suspension after one game. Then they were about to go down 2-1 to 
Vegas, only to have Marc-Andre Fleury hand them the goal that turned 
the series. Now they’re going to face a Tampa Bay team where Nikita 
Kucherov is probably nowhere near 100 percent. 

Don’t overthink it. Sometimes a team just gets lucky, and that’s all that’s 
happening to the Habs. 

Why it might work: I mean, all of that did happen. 

Why it might not: We’re skipping over a lot of important stuff if we go with 
this version, especially the way that key players like Mitch Marner, 
Auston Matthews, Blake Wheeler and Mark Stone keep getting shut 
down by the Canadiens. I guess you could chalk that up to luck too, 
although Phillip Danault might disagree. 

But sure, you have to be lucky to be good. Welcome to sports. The Habs 
have certainly had their share of breaks, and maybe more. You could say 
that about pretty much every Cup winner, though, so it doesn’t really 
explain much on its own. 

(Also, having your coach get sent home for two weeks in the middle of 
your run doesn’t seem super lucky to me, but let’s not let details get in 
the way.) 

Theory #6: The North Division was actually better than we thought 

The theory: We heard it all year long — the North was the league’s 
weakest division by far, and nobody should get too excited over anything 
that was happening there because whichever team emerged would just 
get swept by a real team in the third round. Uh … whoops? 

Why it might work: The Habs, as you may have noticed, did not get 
swept. Not only did they beat a “real” team in the Golden Knights, who 
finished tied for the most points in the league, they did it while being the 
better team for most of the series. 

So maybe the North wasn’t that bad after all. In fact, maybe it was good. 
Maybe the naysayers had it exactly flipped, and the Habs had a 
deceivingly unimpressive record because they were playing in a strong 
division against better competition. 

Why it might not: Hold that thought until the next theory … 

Theory #7: The North Division was actually worse than we thought 

The theory: The Habs were a bad team that backed into the playoffs in a 
terrible division, then got to face a bunch of chokers in the Maple Leafs 
and a very mediocre Jets team. Meanwhile, the Golden Knights had to 
fight through a much tougher schedule, face an excellent Wild team in a 
series that went the distance, and then claw back to beat the Presidents’ 
Trophy-winning Avalanche in a six-game series. By the time they faced 
Montreal, they had nothing left. The Habs are just a bad team that keeps 
getting easy playoff matchups. 

Why it might work: The beauty of this theory is that whatever happens in 
the Final will prove it true. If the Habs lose to the Lightning, well, there 
you go, they never had a chance. And if they beat the Lightning, who are 
coming off seven tough games against the Islanders, it will be another 
case of a better team being worn out by facing real competition. Theories 
that can never be proven wrong are the best ones. 

Why it might not: Because it’s dumb. I’ve included it here only because 
I’ve seen some variation of it pop up in more than a few spots, but it 
doesn’t really make sense. 
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The reality is that we’re probably reading way too much into one or two 
series outcomes, and we’ll probably never know how the divisions really 
stacked up in a year without any regular-season crossover. But at least 
we can agree that the last few weeks did not make all those “the North 
Division is basically the AHL” takes look very smart. 

Theory #8: It’s all the referees’ fault 

The theory: The 18th best team in the league can win the Stanley Cup 
because once the playoffs start, the rulebook goes out the window and a 
bad team can just hook and hold and tackle their way to a win over 
opponents with actual skill. 

Why it might work: Everyone hates the officiating these days, and they’re 
not wrong about it. If we’re going to stop calling the rulebook during the 
playoffs, then yeah, that’s probably going to help the bad teams at the 
expense of the good ones. 

Why it might not: At the risk of sounding like one of those annoying 
“watch the games” guys, well, watch the games. Maybe a bad team 
could beat good ones by playing rugby rules, but the Canadiens aren’t 
doing that. Remember, Montreal has had freakishly good penalty killing 
this postseason, which was maybe the biggest factor in their wins over 
offensive powerhouses like Toronto and Vegas. If anything, the Habs 
shouldn’t mind if the officials call a tight game, because they have the 
special teams edge. 

That doesn’t mean they haven’t benefited from some missed calls here 
and there like every team does. But if the officiating has been awful, I’m 
not sure that’s worked in Montreal’s favor. And it certainly doesn’t explain 
how they’ve won three rounds and counting. 

Theory #9: We still don’t understand the parity era 

The theory: It will feel shocking if the 18th best regular-season team wins 
the Cup, but maybe it shouldn’t. After all, we wouldn’t be blown away if 
the eighth-best regular-season team won. What if the difference between 
eighth and 18th isn’t anywhere near as big as we think? 

Why it might work: The NHL sure seems to want this to be true. They’re 
constantly harping on parity and the virtues of “competitive balance.” We 
have a hard cap that forces good teams to get worse. We have a draft 
system that helps bad teams get better. We have a loser point to smooth 
out the standings. The modern NHL is already a low-scoring game, 
especially in the playoffs, meaning almost every game is determined by 
just a handful of plays. How much separation are we really expecting? 

Many of us grew up in the era where dynasties like the ’70s Habs or ’80s 
Islanders and Oilers could roll over everyone because they really were 
miles better than an average team. We might still expect the league to 
work like that, but it doesn’t. 

Or to put it differently: Maybe the Habs really are a mediocre team, but 
there just isn’t much difference, practically speaking, between a mediocre 
team and a good one anymore. 

Why it might not: The eighth-best team in the league this year, according 
to the standings, was the Lightning, and they finished 12 wins and 16 
points ahead of Montreal in a shortened season, so while this theory 
works for a lot of the upsets we see in a typical playoff year, I’m not sure 
it does for the Canadiens. 

(A side note that could make for its own theory if this post wasn’t already 
too long: I think the Habs are also proving that a lot of us don’t 
understand how odds work. If you’re an underdog with only a 25 percent 
chance of winning a series, well, 25 percent isn’t zero. Neither is 10 
percent or even 2 percent. Longshots are still supposed to come in some 
of the time, and even if there’s a team or two per year in each conference 
with a minuscule 1 percent chance of winning it all, it should still happen 
every few decades. If the Habs are truly the worst team in 70-plus years 
to play for the Cup, well, maybe the models aren’t broken and the 
oddsmakers aren’t dumb. Maybe it’s just a once-in-a-lifetime longshot 
coming through, just like they’re supposed to roughly once in a lifetime.) 

Theory #10: This was just a weird year, and there just aren’t any bigger 
lessons to be found 

The theory: We just had a shortened season that starting in January, with 
weird divisions and weird rosters and a weird schedule, one where 
multiple teams were shut down for extended periods and just about 

everyone had to move games around just to get to the finish line. Two 
teams had to keep playing the regular season after the playoffs started! 
Why are we looking for any meaning in any of this at all? Of course the 
18th place team is going to win the Cup. It’s a weird year. Just roll with it. 

Why it might work: (gestures at 2020 and 2021) 

Why it might not: Actually I think this one might be on to something. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Price looks less than superhuman at wrong time as 
Canadiens fall behind 0-2 

 

Chris Johnston @reporterchris  

July 1, 2021, 1:42 AM 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — It is an image that will immediately be burned in Stanley 
Cup lore: Blake Coleman stretching out like a runner trying to steal 
second base and somehow scoring a buzzer-beating goal in the process. 

And yet it’s the man on the wrong end of that play we wonder about 
most. 

Carey Price can’t truly be faulted for that goal against, nor the 0-2 hole in 
this series his Montreal Canadiens head home with. But these weren’t 
just any two games in a Hall of Fame career and that wasn’t just any goal 
to slip through the smallest available space above Price’s right pad and 
below his blocker. 

It stood up as the winner in a 3-1 victory that moved the Tampa Bay 
Lightning within two wins of a second straight Stanley Cup. 

“It’s one of those where the announcer says, ‘You’ll see that on 
SportsCenter tonight.”’ said Lightning head coach Jon Cooper. “That’s 
what it was.” 

Said Canadiens forward Paul Byron: “It was just a nice goal from them at 
a bad time for us.” 

There’s never been a good time for Price to be something less than 
superhuman in Montreal. But after nearly 800 career games and all these 
years as a generational goaltending talent, this is a particularly 
challenging moment for him to allow eight goals on 50 cumulative shots 
no matter what bounces went the wrong way or who fired the pucks past 
him. 

We don’t actually know how Price is handling the roller-coaster of his first 
Stanley Cup Final. He was requested to speak after Game 2, but wasn’t 
made available to reporters during Zoom availability. 

The man who expertly backstopped Team Canada to a gold medal at the 
Sochi Olympics and has long lifted the Canadiens to a level exceeding 
their collective talent had been burning for this chance at a 
championship. 

“Just excitement,” Price said of his mindset before the series began. “It’s 
been something we’ve been working toward our whole lives and finally 
getting the opportunity, we’re just looking forward to it.” 

He then heard “Carrrrreeyyyyy!!!” derisively chanted inside a packed 
Amalie Arena. The five-goal Lightning outburst in Game 1 could easily be 
chalked up to inopportune turnovers and Wednesday’s goals felt more 
unfortunate than misplayed. 

You’d probably like Price to stop Anthony Cirelli’s opening strike that 
sailed through four players, but Corey Perry wasn’t wrong when he 
described it thusly: “I didn’t know if I was in his way. It was a seeing-eye 
shot. It went through one set of legs, went by my leg and went in the net.” 
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The Canadiens were generating significantly more quantity and quality 
through 40 minutes. But Coleman’s diving goal at 19:58 of the second 
period put them behind 2-1 on a desperation play where Price was a 
touch slow on the read. 

Then, as if to add insult to injury, Joel Edmundson turned the puck over 
behind his own net and left Price with no chance on the 3-1 goal. 

At the other end you had Andrei Vasilevskiy making 42 saves in a first-
star performance. The kind of thing that Price might be asked to do as 
the series shifts to Bell Centre with some already reading to crown the 
Lightning again. 

Only one elite goaltender has carried an outsized load so far. 

“I think our guys have had good looks at Vasilevskiy and he’s definitely a 
great goaltender,” said Canadiens assistant coach Luke Richardson. 
“We’ve seen it with other teams when Carey gets in your head. I think 
what we have to do is just keep being simple. The scouting reports, we’ll 
read them and use them to our advantage and look at some video.” 

And they’ll almost certainly count on Carey to elevate, too. 

That’s just how it’s been for 15 years in Montreal. Price shouldn’t bear 
much responsibility for two losses in Tampa, but there’s still room for him 
to plant a small seed of doubt. 

We’re talking about a fierce competitor who has won everything except a 
Stanley Cup. And a man who can’t be assured of ever seeing another 
chance as good as this one to put his name on that trophy. 

“He’s got a Hall of Fame career if he retires right now. That’s just the 
reality,” said Lightning general manager Julien BriseBois. “I know that 
everyone in that organization, they watch Carey, they see his 
commitment to excellence, they see how hard he works in the off-
season, how committed he is to being the absolute best — how it drives 
him. 

“That’s what drives his life. They see how he works in practice, they see 
how he competes in games and then how he performs in games, and for 
all of those reasons that’s why I’m sure they all believe that he’s the best 
goalie in the world.” 

A special goalie still looking for his signature moment in this Stanley Cup 
Final. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens hit roadblock in Tampa as luck runs out in 
Game 2 
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It was a game that made you wonder if the clock had finally struck 
midnight on this Cinderella run the Montreal Canadiens have been on. A 
game they dominated and lost 3-1 to fall down 2-0 to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the Stanley Cup Final. 

It seemed ominous when a first-period tripping penalty for Jeff Petry 
coincided with the Canadiens’ public relations staff announcing the 
organization’s plea to Quebec health authorities to increase attendance 
at the Bell Centre from 3,500 fans to 10,500 was summarily rejected. It 
was ominous when Anthony Cirelli threw a hope shot through four bodies 
and beat Carey Price to open the scoring after the Lightning spent the 
first six minutes and 40 seconds of the second period watching the 
Canadiens buzz by them at full speed. 

Oh, the bounces. They snuck up and bit the Canadiens—none of them 
harder than Artturi Lehkonen’s full-body ricochet off the boards after 

Mikhail Sergachev made a dangerous play from behind and drove him 
into them from three feet away. 

Somehow, the one the Canadiens got smacked with after Nick Suzuki 
caught a great bounce—with a flipped backhand from 60 feet away that 
squirted right through Andrei Vasilevskiy to tie the game 1-1—knocked 
the glass slipper right off their foot. Tampa’s Barclay Goodrow made a 
great play to break into Montreal’s zone and shoveled the puck over to 
Blake Coleman, who dove and stabbed it into Price’s net with less than 
two seconds remaining in the second period. 

It was Tampa’s seventh shot of the frame, its 13th of the game, and it 
was a dagger. The kind the Canadiens haven’t met in these playoffs to 
date. 

“Playoffs are so close,” said Montreal’s Corey Perry, who’s won a Cup 
and is battling for another one for the fourth time in just 13 post-season 
appearances. “It’s a bounce here, a bounce there, a timely goal. 
Whatever it is, the (difference in) games (is) so minimal. 

“It’s just one of those things (where) they get a break at the end of the 
second (at) .05 seconds, whatever it is. That’s a momentum swing.” 

A botched reversal from Joel Edmundson to Petry landed right on Ondrej 
Palat’s stick with 3:18 to play in the third period for the goal that made it 
3-1, and that was just spoiled mayonnaise on a you-know-what sandwich 
for the Canadiens. 

“I thought we played a heck of a hockey game tonight,” said Perry after 
captain Shea Weber said he thought the Canadiens deserved better. 

“But at the same time, it wasn’t enough, and we’ve got to find that extra 
gear.” 

How the Canadiens do it is hard to fathom. Even when they beat the 
Lightning, which they did on multiple occasions in a game where Tampa 
coach Jon Cooper referred to his team’s performance as “unremarkable,” 
they still have to find a way to solve Vasilevskiy. 

No one had a better chance to do that on Wednesday than Suzuki, who 
got lucky enough on one shot and was quite unlucky on half of his eight 
others. He had a full breakaway in the first and three more Grade-A 
chances as the night went on, with Vasilevskiy stuffing him on all of them. 

The Canadiens generated another 34 shots on top of Suzuki’s and came 
up with nothing. It was like reaching for the rabbit in the hat and catching 
a glimpse of it scurrying around side-stage. 

And this feels like a different form of adversity than everything else this 
team has faced and overcome in the lead up to this moment. They’ve 
handled the doubts, the injuries, bumps, bruises and COVID-19 locking 
away their double-vaccinated coach for four of the six games of the 
semifinal, but they haven’t had to deal with the kind of misfortunate they 
ran up against in Game 2 of this series. 

Even going back to Game 1, in which the Canadiens were 
unquestionably the worst of the two teams and lost 5-1, they still had 
excellent looks at an early lead and saw the only real mistakes they 
made result in goals against. 

But in Game 2, that dynamic took on an even uglier complexion. They 
reduced the mistakes to practically nil and still ended up having to fish 
the puck from their net two more times than Tampa did. 

And that was after the Lightning committed enough mistakes to lose two 
games. 

“I think these guys are very opportunistic and very lethal offensively if you 
do make mistakes in certain areas, and obviously they showed that again 
tonight,” said interim coach Luke Richardson. “I don’t think hockey is a 
mistake-free game. It’s too fast. It’s not football where you stop and start 
and draw up plays. So, you have to play as best you can playing north 
and (spend) as little time as possible in the (defensive) zone as you can 
against a team like Tampa. 

“And I thought we did a better job tonight, so we’re going to continue to 
get better. We’re going to find our offence and we’re going to start 
scoring a few goals, and I think that will give us some confidence that 
way, and I think that means we have the puck more as well. I thought we 
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did a better job tonight and we’ll continue to push forward and be better 
in Game 3.” 

Call on a ghost or two at the Bell Centre, and it might even result in a 
Canadiens win. Because right now it feels like the magic’s going away at 
the least opportune time. 
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Eradicating homophobic language from hockey isn't just about making 
the game more welcoming — it's about keeping kids alive. 

In the beginning, Brock McGillis just wanted to end up on the Wall of 
Fame. The monument stood in his great uncle Norm’s house, adorned 
with photos of friends and family who’d found their way in the hockey 
world. Even now, 30 years on, thinking back to the moments that first 
spurred his journey in the sport, two stand out among the rest: watching 
the Montreal Canadiens lift the Stanley Cup in ’93, and first staring up at 
The Wall. 

As a young goaltender, McGillis dreamed of charting a path from 
Northern Ontario to the big leagues and cementing his place among 
those photos. The plan he devised to get there was simple enough: 
outwork anyone and everyone who stood in his way, divert all focus to 
that singular goal, build his game up until he was undeniable. “I just had 
a dream, and my dream was I was going to be a hockey player and make 
the NHL, and ultimately nothing else in my life mattered, you know?” he 
says. “I was just adamant that I would end up on that wall.” 

So he went to work. At the humble arena down the road from his family 
home in Markstay, Ontario, he collected hours on the ice like other kids 
collected hockey cards. The routine was automatic: Finish school, sling 
his hockey bag over his shoulder, and set off for that beige-and-white 
block of a building hunkered down on Millichamp Street. On weekends, 
he piled up so many hours in the familiar chill of the rink, his parents 
would come by in the morning to drop off his meals for the day. 

Out on the sheet, it didn’t matter much who else was present. His father, 
Brian, a longtime AAA and junior coach in the area, was chummy with 
the local arena manager, so McGillis had the green light to hop the 
boards and work on his craft whenever the ice lay empty. When teams 
from nearby Sudbury rolled through town down a goalie, he was there to 
fill in regardless of the details — older or younger, competitive or not, he 
was game. That was on top of tending goal for his own AA team, and 
then there was the house league team that his coach also manned the 
bench for — McGillis suited up for them, too. By his early teens, McGillis 
was skating 15 times a week and spending his summers in Montreal, 
training with famed goalie coach Francois Allaire, mentor to one of 
McGillis’s on-ice idols, Patrick Roy. The schedule was gruelling, but it set 
him on the path he’d hoped: past Markstay’s best, past Sudbury’s and on 
to the OHL, eventually to a Soo Greyhounds club where he played 
alongside now-familiar names like Jeff Carter and the late Ray Emery. 

But it’s there that McGillis’s path diverged from those other elite 
prospects, that the lines connecting the points on the timeline he’d 
plotted for himself frayed and unwound. Because McGillis had a secret. 

Really, it was a simple truth, but as the sport he loved showed him day 
after day, there was nothing simple about being gay and a hockey player. 
It created an impossible choice between the two identities, asking him to 
either give up the sport that had come to define him or exist within it as 
an incomplete version of himself. For years, his all-encompassing focus 
on the game had muscled out the need to confront that dichotomy. 
Eventually, though, the decision became simply too much to bear. 
Eventually, it pushed him to the brink. Eventually, it became bigger than 
The Wall. 

“How am I going to be me and play the game? They’re not going to let 
me play.” 

What convinced McGillis that two fundamental parts of himself couldn’t 
coexist wasn’t outright and unbridled hatred, a concentrated act of malice 
that made a scene of telling him he didn’t belong. Instead, his journey 
was so profoundly derailed by a slow, daily trickle. It was being 
surrounded, day after day, in locker room after locker room, by the casual 
homophobic language embedded so deeply in hockey culture. It was 
hearing “gay” and “bad” connected so often and so matter-of-factly in that 
environment that it became clear if he was gay, he must be bad, too. 

To understand the gravity of the situation hockey’s persistent and 
pervasive use of homophobic language creates, you first have to 
understand two things: One, that McGillis’s experience is heartbreakingly 
common. And two, that the science around how exactly this language 
affects young gay athletes has been known for years. And what that 
science tells us is that the time for fact-finding is long past, that urgent 
action is the only way forward. What it tells us is eradicating homophobic 
language from hockey is less about simply making the game more 
welcoming, and more about keeping kids alive. 

McGillis was six years old the first time he put the possibility into words. 
He was watching a movie with his parents, and saw a gay character on 
screen. “What if I’m gay?” he’d asked them. 

“If you’re gay, you’re gay,” they’d said. “You’re Brock. We love you.” But 
when he eventually set off on that journey for The Wall, he found a very 
different message at the rink. In the locker room, being gay wasn’t met 
with the love and acceptance his parents had shown. “Back then it was 
just, this is bad. Everyone’s saying this is bad. They’re only using this in a 
negative way,” McGillis says. “So, my thought process was fully, ‘I’m 
hearing people call each other f–s when they’re joking with each other, 
when they’re trying to say [someone is] less than. I’m hearing people 
chirp each other on the ice saying language like that. It’s in the locker 
room, it’s on the ice, it’s always negative.’ 

“I’m hearing the adults say it, I’m hearing the players say it, I’m hearing 
everyone say it — coaches, management,” he continues. “How am I 
going to be me and play the game? They’re not going to let me play.” 

When those questions finally hit him, during his time in junior, McGillis 
was pushed into a full-blown identity crisis. “That’s when it became 
tough. That’s where it went from, ‘Okay, I can suppress this and I’ve 
never really seen it so I don’t understand it’ to ‘I hate myself.’ Like, ‘I 
really hate myself,’” McGillis says. “‘I can’t be this. I can’t be this, 
because then I can’t play hockey.’” 

To McGillis, at the time, accepting his sexuality was impossible if it meant 
giving up his identity as a hockey player. The pressure to maintain the 
latter had already set in. “If you’re in Canada and you’re good at hockey, 
it becomes your full identity,” he explains. “It’s what people talk to you 
about. It’s what you’re recognized for, whether it’s relatives, whether it’s 
parents of friends, whether it’s teachers at school — everyone talks to 
you about hockey. So, for me, that became my identity. So, how do I rip 
[apart] my identity because I am gay? Those are two separate identities 
that felt like such polar opposites.” 

“I really hate myself. I can’t be this, because then I can’t play hockey.” 

What’s worse, McGillis had to navigate the maelstrom alone. He hadn’t 
yet come out to his family. With a brother also well-established in hockey 
— a first-round pick in the OHL and eventual pro — and a dad with more 
than three decades in the sport as a coach and OHL scout, he felt letting 
them know the truth was too risky. Not because they might not accept 
him — precisely the opposite. He feared one of them would begin to 
recognize the damage done by the language tossed around in the locker 
room and stand up to it, accidentally outing him, accidentally pushing him 
out of the game. “So, I had nobody to talk to. I was all alone,” McGillis 
says. “And then your thoughts start going, and every night you start 
questioning, and every time you think about a guy, or being gay, now 
you’re angry at yourself…. I just wanted to be numb. I just didn’t want to 
think.” 

The impact that had on a burgeoning hockey career was predictable. 
McGillis’s vaunted work ethic faded. That kid who’d made the daily trip 
down the road to the arena in Markstay for any spare second of ice 
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disappeared. He fell into injury after injury, his body paying a physical toll 
for the tumult. 

“I was depressed, not sleeping, drinking daily, suicidal,” he says. “My life 
changed, because the weight of this was just so heavy and so lonely.” 

There’s nothing new, nor mysterious, about homophobia in sport and the 
damage it causes. A half century’s worth of research has been done on 
the subject, decades upon decades of evidence that should have long 
ago pushed us towards urgent solutions. Mapping out the impact that 
homophobic language had on McGillis is less a guessing game than a 
matter of seeing well-established patterns repeat, of his experiences 
aligning with the pain and isolation felt by countless young, LGBTQ+ 
athletes every year. 

Erik Denison, a researcher with the Behavioural Science Laboratory at 
Australia’s Monash University, whose work focuses on prejudicial 
behaviours in sport, has studied those patterns for years. Originally from 
Vancouver, Denison endured his own trials in youth sport before going 
on to become a member of Australia’s first gay rugby team, the Sydney 
Convicts Rugby Club, and was the lead author of Out on the Fields, the 
first international study on homophobia in sport. “Essentially it’s a 
cognitive drain,” he says of the state young LGBTQ+ athletes are put into 
when they hear this language every day. “It puts them in a state of stress 
when they’re in sport environments. And that state of stress, we believe, 
is why gay kids, but also straight kids, are more likely to experience 
depression, anxiety, but also attempt suicide and complete suicide, 
because they’re just less resilient to any other stressor that comes into 
their life. Because they’re in this environment where they’re constantly 
having to watch themselves.” 

It’s that constant, draining fear of being exposed that pushed McGillis off 
course so early in his career, and that he continued to feel the impacts of 
long after his playing days. But this damage to young athletes’ mental 
health is just one impact of hearing this language. A 2016 International 
Olympic Committee consensus statement clarified some of the others, 
including, for example, the troubling impact its presence can have on 
situations of sexual abuse — research shows that in homophobic 
environments boys may not report abuse that occurs for fear of being 
seen as having invited it. Aside from that disturbing damage, there’s also 
harm from a pure sports perspective — kids who play the game in 
environments where homophobic language is common and accepted 
have been found to not actually get the social benefits of sport, according 
to research from Denison’s team. And, per a 2017 study from UBC, gay 
kids have been found to play team sports at half the rate of straight kids 
due in part to feeling unwelcome or unsafe because of the language 
used. 

“They’re twice as likely to attempt suicide if they’re exposed to 
homophobic language.” 

As devastating as any of these impacts are, though, at its heart, the issue 
is less about participation numbers and inclusivity than something far 
more urgent. “We need to deal with homophobia because kids are killing 
themselves because of homophobia,” Denison says. “They’re twice as 
likely to attempt suicide if they’re exposed to homophobic language, and 
gay kids attempt suicide at five times the rate of straight kids.” 

CDC data from as recently as 2019 showed that a staggering 26 per cent 
of American 16- and 17-year-old LGBTQ+ teens had attempted suicide, 
compared to five percent among straight 16- and 17-year-olds — 
numbers that would be similar in Canada, according to Denison. The role 
homophobic language plays in that equation is clear: Among LGBTQ+ 
teens who experienced this type of verbal abuse — that is, heard the F-
word, or other such slurs — 33 per cent harmed themselves, while 40 per 
cent considered doing so. Those figures were roughly double those of 
LGBTQ+ teens who did not experience this verbal abuse. “This is why we 
need to stop the language,” Denison says. “And this has been known for 
quite a while. The first sports psychology paper to document this was in 
1986, so this isn’t new information to the sport industry.” 

For the hockey world in particular, the lack of meaningful change is partly 
due to the fact that those who govern youth hockey in North America 
continually frame the issue as one of making the game more welcoming, 
rather than keeping children safe from harm. “Unfortunately, hockey has 
almost exclusively put its focus on the inclusion argument, which is ‘We 
should just be inclusive and nice to people, and allow them to play 
sport,’” says Denison. 

But that approach fails to address the gravity of the situation, and the 
need for immediate solutions — and, says Denison, the legal obligation 
to stop behaviour that harms children. “These are not things that are 
optional,” he says. “You know, it’s optional to be inclusive. It’s not 
optional to protect children from harm. And that’s why this is viewed as a 
serious public health problem that needs urgent action.” 

By 26, McGillis had all but given up on his hockey dreams. It was 2009 
and he was living in Montreal, enrolled at Concordia and suiting up for 
the university team on the off-chance he eventually felt compelled to take 
another run at it all. But even seven years on from his OHL days, he was 
still navigating the unending maze of life as a gay man in the hockey 
world. 

The path from the Greyhounds to the Concordia Stingers, winding as 
ever, had taken McGillis overseas for a spell, giving him a shot as a pro 
with the Dutch club Duindam Wolves Den Haag. It was there, half a world 
away from home, that he first turned a corner. Still numbing himself with 
a steady stream of alcohol, still simply trying to survive and draw as little 
attention to himself as possible, he reached a point he thought he might 
not come back from. “I went from being on an NHL Draft list, thinking I 
was going to have this linear trajectory to the NHL, to constantly being 
hurt, being depressed, struggling mentally, and now I’m playing in the 
minors of Europe,” McGillis says. “I thought to myself, if you don’t figure 
out who you are, and this continues… one, my career was about to end, 
and more importantly, I wasn’t going to live much longer.” 

So, he made a decision. He returned home to Ontario after that season 
and went on a date with a man in Toronto — a date that grew into a 
three-year relationship. It was a huge step toward accepting himself, but 
with McGillis still embedded in the Ontario hockey scene, finally opening 
up to that part of his identity only brought more secrecy, more worry. “It 
actually got worse, because now I wasn’t suppressing my sexuality, I had 
accepted it — but I was now closeted, hiding it,” he says. “And not only 
was I hiding myself, but I was hiding another person. I dated somebody 
for three years without a soul in my life knowing.” 

The end of that relationship, along with the culmination of years of on-ice 
injuries, pushed McGillis to step away from the game for a time, and from 
Ontario. It eventually led him to Montreal, sat on his couch doing 
schoolwork, paying half-attention to the television as a Maple Leafs–
Canadiens game hummed along in the background. “There was this 
young guy being interviewed between periods, and he was talking about 
following in his father’s footsteps and making the NHL as a GM,” he 
remembers. “And then he said, ‘And I’m gay.’” McGillis’s head whipped 
around, his eyes now glued to the screen. “I had never heard somebody 
say they’re gay in hockey, unless it was calling somebody gay as an 
insult. So I was shocked.” 

The young man was Brendan Burke, son of longtime NHL executive 
Brian Burke. McGillis tracked down Brendan’s number through the 
hockey grapevine and sent him a message. “I came out to him, and we 
formed a friendship,” McGillis says. Just like that, Brendan became the 
only person connected to the hockey community who knew the truth. 

The two spoke every day. “We talked about advocacy and changing 
hockey culture and sport culture and making it inclusive,” McGillis says. 
“We talked dating — I finally had somebody in my life I could talk to about 
my breakup. The only thing worse than dating somebody for three years 
without anyone knowing is breaking up with them and being sad, and 
nobody knowing why you’re sad, you know? It was so nice to have 
somebody to talk to.” 

“If I didn’t figure out who I was, and this continued, I wasn’t going to live 
much longer.” 

One day in early February 2010, a message from Brendan appeared on 
McGillis’s phone. “I can’t wait for the day that you’re out to your family 
like I am to mine,” it read. He remembers seeing it pop up on the screen; 
remembers throwing his phone to his bed and ignoring it. He remembers 
the same fears beginning to well up — that telling his family meant 
opening up more opportunities to be exposed. Even here, nearly 30, 
nearly out of the game, McGillis still worried about what a future looked 
like in a hockey world that knew him fully. So he ignored the message. 

“Those ended up being the last words Brendan ever said to me. Two 
days later, he passed away in a car accident,” McGillis says. “I was 
sitting there in Montreal, and I had this breakup that I was still trying to 
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process and get over, alone, internally. I had nobody to talk to about it, 
and now my only friend who knows my life has passed away — and 
nobody else in my life even knows that this is my friend. 

“So, I thought, ‘Well, what can I do?’ And I knew in that moment I had to 
honour his last message to me. So I sat my brother down… I said, ‘Cory, 
I’m gay.’ And he said, ‘Yeah, so? Brock, I love you.’ And then I told my 
parents. 

“And I told all my friends who were outside of hockey, and didn’t have 
any links or connections to the sport.” 

For a sport that turns so often to metaphors of family, men’s hockey is 
often poorly equipped to live up to the comparison. If it’s a family, it’s one 
that forces some to hide who they are from the rest, instead of being able 
to turn to their brothers for support and acceptance. For young gay 
players, whatever bonds are formed through shared experiences at the 
rink are often betrayed by the language that punctuates them. “Any of the 
gay hockey players I have interviewed, whether closeted or not, have 
said that one of the main reasons that they didn’t come out was the 
[homophobic] language that they heard,” says Dr. Cheryl MacDonald, 
who’s been studying attitudes towards homosexuality within hockey for 
more than a decade. “I think when that kind of language gets drilled into 
your head for so long — if you’ve played hockey your whole life, you’ve 
probably heard it your whole life — you start to internalize that.” 

Though MacDonald and others have seen subtle signs to suggest overall 
awareness around the issues facing the LGBTQ+ community may be 
growing in the hockey world, the increase in understanding hasn’t led to 
a marked decrease in homophobic language. “It’s the insular nature of 
our sport,” says NHLer Kurtis Gabriel, who suited up for the San Jose 
Sharks in 2020–21, explaining the slow struggle to change damaging 
behaviours. “Hockey’s a predominantly white, middle- to upper-class 
sport. You play with the same kids. Especially the guys that we call the 
role models now, at the higher levels — they’ve been elite players for a 
long time, played with the same kids, from the same city.” 

It’s more than who players are around, though. It’s the whole process, 
too, says McGillis. “You’re in the same locker room with the same 20 kids 
every single night. And then you move away to junior, and now the only 
people you know are your teammates. So you hang out with people who 
come from the same culture, in a different place, and now it’s being 
reinforced seven days a week. Then you go home in the summer and 
who do you hang out with? The other hockey players.” 

And, adds Gabriel, the whole time you’re guided by coaches who came 
through the same system. “They’ve learned the culture from coaches 
who played at a time when it was more normal to be saying those things, 
and views against LGBTQ people were much worse. It just perpetuates 
down the line,” he says. “It’s just kind of like an echo chamber.” 

“There was a lot of, ‘We’re just a hockey team. Why does this matter? 
Why are we supposed to weigh in on LGBTQ issues?’” 

That said, as far as Gabriel can tell, the presence of homophobic 
language at the pro level has diminished. And Patrick Burke, Brendan’s 
brother, has seen signs of that progress, too, in the years since his 
brother’s passing. 

In 2010, hoping to continue Brendan’s legacy, Patrick co-founded the 
You Can Play project, which has since become a key voice in efforts to 
promote inclusivity in the game. “I look back to early phone calls reaching 
out to teams and asking them to do various things, and getting a lot of 
confusion or, you know, ‘Why is this necessary?’ or ‘Okay, well, who else 
is doing this? We don’t want to be the only ones doing something,’” 
Burke says. “There was a lot of, ‘We’re just a hockey team. Why does 
this matter? Why are we supposed to weigh in on LGBTQ issues?’” 

Now the NHL’s senior director of player safety, Burke says he’s seen that 
hesitation subside. “There’s obviously still work left to be done — I think it 
would be naive to say that everything’s perfect and everything’s fixed, 
because that’s definitively not the case,” he says. “But in the past 10 
years or so, since my brother’s accident, the hockey world has taken 
huge leaps and bounds forward in regards to diversity and inclusion — in 
regards to language, (and) in regards to player education and 
involvement.” 

And yet, the data bears out a crucial point amid all this perceived 
progress. Even with young players seemingly more aware of the issues 

facing the LGBTQ+ community, even with what appear to be genuine 
steps forward at the NHL level, little has changed where it matters most. 
Drawing from more than 50 studies over the past two decades that have 
tracked whether kids in sports have heard homophobic language used, 
Denison says the results are relatively unchanged. Homophobic 
language persists. 

It was going back to where it all began that helped McGillis find his path 
forward. After making the decision to finally walk away from his on-ice 
career, he left Montreal and moved back to Sudbury to finish his studies. 
Before he could plan his post-grad steps, though, a chance encounter 
with a few young hockey players at a local gym, who heeded his advice 
about new exercises to try out and asked McGillis to train them, led to a 
new career working with young athletes in the area. Soon the ravenous 
work ethic he’d shown as a young netminder not far away in Markstay 
was channelled into developing the next generation. He turned his 
garage into a gym and started building up his clientele. Within a few 
years, he was working with more than 100 players daily. 

But he was still living with the same secret he’d held all those years 
before. “I feared at that point that if parents knew that their kids, their 
teenage sons, were training with a gay guy, they wouldn’t want them to,” 
he says. “So I didn’t tell anyone. And then my business grew, and before 
I knew it, I had an on-ice training business, a goalie training business, 
and an off-ice training business…. I feared that telling them would end 
my work.” 

Even years removed from the locker room, the fear remained. “I was still 
in that self-preservation mode,” McGillis says. “I didn’t know how to get 
out of that mode in this culture. But then something happened that 
changed it. I got a call from a hockey mom.” 

By this point, McGillis had been running his hockey businesses for a half-
decade, his double-life intact. That morning, he picked up the phone, 
ready to hear the usual hockey-parent qualms — not enough power-play 
time, where should my son play next season, and on and on. Instead, the 
voice on the other end of the line said, “Brock, I want to set you up on a 
date.” 

“My initial thought process was: ‘Oh shit. What do I say?’ So I said, 
‘What’s her name?’ 

“And she said, ‘Steve.’ 

“I said, ‘What?’ 

“She said, ‘Brock, you’re gay.’ 

“‘How do you know this?’ 

“She says, ‘Oh, my son told me.’ Her son was 15 at the time. She’s like, 
‘All the boys know. They’ve known for years.’ 

“And I panicked. I freaked out. I thought, ‘I’m going to lose my 
businesses. They’re not going to want to work with me,’” McGillis says. 

“One of the older players, who was already in the OHL, looked at the 
younger player and said, ‘We don’t say that here. Give me 50 push-ups.’” 

The fear eventually gave way to the realization that these young players 
knew the truth and had already chosen to keep working with him. He 
wondered whether it was time to come out publicly, whether this was how 
he could begin to shift the culture. But first, he took the opportunity 
afforded by the unique position he found himself in and observed how the 
players acted around him. He noticed homophobic language still being 
thrown around at times — but when it was, the players would freeze up, 
turn to McGillis and apologize. That seemed to be progress, some type of 
awareness in the moment of the impact of their words. “Or maybe they 
know I’m gay, so they apologize to me because they like me, but then 
they go to school or the rink or anywhere else and call kids f–s,” he says. 
“I had no idea.” 

But one day soon after, McGillis wasn’t able to work with the young crop 
of big-league hopefuls, so he had a sprint coach train them instead. The 
stand-in relayed what happened in his absence. It was near the end of 
the day, a two-hour grind of a workout already endured, and the coach 
informed his young pupils they had 10 more 200-metre sprints on deck. 
In response, one of the younger kids in the group, around 15 years old, 
looked at the coach and said, “This is so gay. I don’t want to do this.” 
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“One of the older players, who was already in the OHL, looked at the 
younger player and said, ‘We don’t say that here. Give me 50 push-ups,’” 
says McGillis. “That became something my athletes adopted. And 
because hockey players in our culture, especially elite players, are 
influencers in society, they took that to their peers at school, to their 
friends, to their teammates, and other people started doing push-ups 
when they would say something homophobic. That’s when I realized 
shifts can happen in this culture.” 

To be able to remove something that has so deeply infected the sport for 
so long, you have to first be able to identify how and why it’s spreading. 
It’s in this latter aspect that much of the hockey world’s response to the 
issue of homophobic language has fallen short. The reason it is still 
spreading even as attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community appear to 
be shifting, according to recent research from Denison and his team, 
comes down to the process by which this language is learned and 
passed on in the locker room. 

It’s a self-perpetuating cycle, Denison explains. It starts with a new, 
young player first hearing the language thrown around the locker room by 
a coach, by teammates. The player observes positive responses to the 
language, observes that its use earns laughs and social status. The 
player also perceives that no harm is being caused by the language, 
because the assumption, due to the stereotypes inherent in hyper-
masculine sports like hockey, is that everyone in the room is straight. So, 
with clear incentives and no obvious consequences, the player uses the 
language to conform, to gain acceptance within the group. When the next 
young player eventually comes into the environment for the first time, the 
cycle starts anew. 

Understanding this process is crucial, because it makes one thing clear: 
Unless this cycle is interrupted or upended, larger-scale efforts to provide 
education about the LGBTQ+ community and shift individual attitudes, 
appear to have limited impact. If the language is in the locker room 
already, it will be — continually revived by this self-perpetuating process 
— until the cycle is broken. 

“I still have the urge to say things sometimes, and I’m catching myself. It 
takes effort, because it’s so ingrained in us.” 

Gabriel, who earned a King Clancy Memorial Trophy nomination this 
season due in part to his work advocating for hockey’s LGBTQ+ 
community, has seen firsthand both the impact of education on these 
issues, and the pervasiveness of that cycle. On one hand, having the 
issue humanized for him and getting educated about the issues facing 
the LGBTQ+ community have brought Gabriel a long way from his early 
years in the sport. “I was using it,” he says of the homophobic language 
common in the locker rooms of his youth. “I was that kid playing hockey 
and just saying things that were what everybody said. It’s kind of strange 
to say, looking back on it now. But just because my intentions weren’t 
there doesn’t mean I wasn’t hurting anyone.” 

On the other hand, even amid all the progress he’s made himself, even 
as one of the LGBTQ+ community’s most vocal allies in the game, he still 
feels the weight of the sport’s pull to conform at times. “[At AHL Lehigh] 
some of the guys would get on me a bit being language police. But I’m 
right there with [them]. I used to say these things. I still have the urge to 
say things sometimes, and I’m catching myself. It takes effort, because 
it’s so ingrained in us.” 

In November 2016, McGillis finally stepped out of the shadows, his 
decades of fear giving way to a historic truth, as he became the first 
professional men’s hockey player to come out as gay. A confluence of 
events led him there. The mass shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando — 
the deadliest attack against LGBTQ+ people in American history — 
happened just five months prior, a painful reminder for McGillis of the 
importance of queer spaces and identities. A local hockey association 
had barred him from training young athletes, just as he’d feared, when 
word about his sexuality began to spread. A few other threads began to 
unravel too, he says, until he felt compelled to make a change. So he 
finally told the hockey world who he truly was. 

“I just did it to empower myself,” he says. “I thought, ‘Nobody can use my 
sexuality against me anymore, and whisper behind my back. Because it’s 
out there.’” 

The impact of that decision hit much harder and in a different manner 
than he thought. It catapulted him into an entirely different space in the 

sport, flooded his inbox with roughly 10,000 messages — most of them 
positive — and made him the face of something he had been running 
away from for his whole hockey life. It also gave him the chance to do the 
work he and Brendan had talked about all those years before. 

He’s used that opportunity to great effect in the years since, emerging as 
one of the leading voices for hockey’s LGBTQ+ community, granting 
visibility to a group that has long been forced to the background. But this 
new position has also granted McGillis a unique view of how prevalent 
these issues still are in the sport, as young players routinely reach out to 
him with stories of their own trials, desperate for support and advice on 
how to survive it, like he did. 

“I get kids coming to me that are dealing with the same stuff I dealt with 
20-plus years ago,” he says. “It’s the same culture. It’s the same thing…. 
Most of them don’t even realize the issues. They don’t know that these 
issues exist. It’s never been humanized for them. And hockey isn’t doing 
a good job of bringing people in with a lived experience in the culture to 
humanize the issues for players. 

“Maybe it’s a little less overt, but there’s still a lot of homophobia and 
there’s still a lot of bias that exists. It hasn’t gone away…. And it’s a real 
damn shame that it’s been 20-plus years and I feel like we’re just 
spinning the tires.” 

What will it take to turn spinning tires into movement? Even with a 
greater understanding of the issue, the solutions aren’t simple. The most 
public, polarizing and oft-discussed work happening in the hockey space 
so far has been the NHL’s Pride Nights. While they’ve drawn criticism 
from some corners for being a band-aid solution for a deep, painful issue, 
they have served an important purpose, says Denison. “Hockey deserves 
credit on that end, in terms of these more visible events, marketing kind 
of activities, that have been really useful. That’s helped normalize the 
idea of addressing homophobia, which is important, because even 
though it’s against the law that this occurs, laws aren’t enforced unless 
the norms align.” 

The central issue with the approach in his view, though, is that these 
efforts to promote awareness can give some the sense that key problems 
in the sport are being dealt with, when evidence shows they persist. 

And while the NHL’s immense influence comes with a responsibility to 
help push the game forward on this front — and in that sense, there’s 
surely more work for the league to do — the most urgent action is 
required not in the professional ranks, but at the youth level. “The 
difference between how things have been done in North America and 
other countries where they’ve probably made a bit more actual traction,” 
says Denison, “is in North America almost everything’s focused on the 
professional leagues, which doesn’t make any sense at all. Because they 
have no connection to where this harm is actually occurring.” 

Mandi Duhamel, a former university-level and CWHL coach who now 
serves as the NHL’s regional director of industry growth and youth 
hockey, is part of a team working within the league to figure out how it 
can expand its impact in this area. Part of the Youth Hockey Inclusion 
Committee formed in September 2020 with the goal of developing 
programs to support underrepresented groups in the game, Duhamel’s 
own experiences as a member of the LGBTQ+ community working in the 
sport has given her a firsthand understanding of the progress needed. 
She says the Committee’s focus is currently on creating model 
programming — potentially in partnership with Hockey Canada and USA 
Hockey — and working with the league’s current programs (Learn To 
Play, First Shift and Future Goals) to set safer standards and 
expectations of youth hockey environments, and move the league from 
trying to lead by example to having a more direct impact. “We’re trying to 
establish what that means,” she says of where that process is at. “We’ve 
done a fantastic job of exploring it, being honest about it, getting the right 
people to have opinions on it, and going to the experts in these areas. 
And now it’s about implementation and continuing to fight for the culture 
change that needs to be done.” 

“These are coaches of children, and they’re not doing their basic job of 
making sure children are safe.” 

But regardless of how these big-picture efforts play out, none figures to 
serve as a significant solution to the most urgent problem facing the 
LGBTQ+ community in the sport: the harm still being done by the 
everyday use of homophobic language. That comes down to the dynamic 
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in each and every locker room. It comes down to the authority figures in 
those rooms taking seriously the well-known harm caused by that 
language, and doing something to eradicate its use. “You can’t really fix 
homophobia without addressing the systemic problems that are 
supporting racism and sexism, because they’re all very closely aligned,” 
Denison says. “And that’s this banter culture. It’s the coaches not doing 
their job. That’s a fundamental thing — these are coaches of children, 
and they’re not doing their basic job of making sure children are safe.” 

The other key is dismantling that self-perpetuating cycle that’s kept this 
language alive in locker rooms. In Denison’s view, that has to be done 
through the most influential voice, or voices, in each environment. That’s 
the basis of the approach he and his team have used for three years with 
with rugby teams in Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom, and 
the one they’re now developing with the University of British Columbia for 
the hockey community. “Individualism is not celebrated in hockey. It’s 
very much conformity [that] is celebrated in hockey,” Denison says. “The 
person who’s deciding what the norms are is largely the captain [and 
assistant captain], but also the coach. So those people need to be 
recruited.” The goal, in essence, is to use hockey’s reliance on 
conformity — giving team leaders the tools to alter the norms to which 
their fellow players will conform. 

Stepping back, the key for McGillis comes down to how those in the sport 
view this problem — whether it’s understood only as a large-scale issue 
of statistics and policies or seen through the human prism of his own 
story, and all the others like his. What must come first, though, is a wider 
commitment from the hockey community to meaningfully engage with 
either approach, to view this as a chance to grow the game rather than 
as an attack on it. “When I say all this and I’m critical of hockey culture 
and critical of the sport, people get very defensive, because it’s so 
personal to them,” McGillis says. “Just like there’s white fragility, I think 
there’s straight fragility…. Instead of just going, ‘How do we make this 
better for everyone?’ there’s, you know, ‘Well, that’s not true. My child’s a 
good kid,’ and blah blah blah. Nobody’s disputing that your child’s a good 
kid. 

“It’s not that I think these people are bad. It’s that [the issue] hasn’t been 
humanized for them.” 

Any effective solution seems to require both approaches — just like 
McGillis saw years ago in Sudbury, when his players changed the culture 
of their locker rooms. When the issue was humanized for them through 
their relationship with McGillis, when they understood the need to alter 
the norms their teammates conformed to, when they showed the ones 
who came after that this language had no place in their room. 

“We’ve seen what happens when things are humanized,” McGillis says. 
“People don’t even realize that this game is an oppressive tool, and if 
they did, if we taught them that they need to rally around these issues — 
the same way they rally around cancer, the same way the hockey world 
came together when Humboldt happened — [they would].” 

It just takes opening the door, allowing those who’ve experienced the 
pain the game can dole out to share those experiences. It takes teaching 
the sport’s leaders why this is worth fighting for, and empowering them to 
begin breaking those cycles. “We can humanize the experiences of a 
queer person in a men’s locker room without vilifying [everyone else]. 
‘This is what I went through as a gay man in a locker room, and I’m 
telling you this is what kids are going through.’ More people than not 
would rally around that,” McGillis says. 

“If we teach them, they’ll rally.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Betting Guide: How goal props could help you win big 
on Cup Final 

 

Ryan Sullivan @Sullivancouver  

June 30, 2021, 12:43 PM 

 

To tie this series at a game apiece, the Montreal Canadiens are going to 
need to fire a heck of a lot more than 19 shots at Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
They’re also going to need a little luck in the process. 

It’s no easy strategy, but the more rubber sent on net in Game 2 (at both 
ends) could be a great thing for you. With that in mind, let’s talk goal 
props and how you could win big! 

The Pinata Bet says Hola! 

What is this guy talking about!? What do pinatas have to do with the 
Stanley Cup Final? Well, right now at Sports Interaction, their rare pinata 
bet is paying 46-1. You simply click it and hope for the best. It’s kind of 
like putting your loonie into the old hockey card machine. You might 
strike gold with a signed Pavel Bure rookie or strike out with a checklist 
or a Frank J. Zamboni card (don’t act like you never got it). 

This bet could be considered a wild card, but if you look at these two 
team’s playoff scoring histories, the inconsistencies could be your friend 
here. The Habs have shown that they’re generally a lower scoring club, 
but with the Bolts making up for their lack of production on the board, you 
could be sitting pretty. Let’s investigate further. 

Tampa Bay has a 44-per cent power play on home ice. The Bolts have 
five of the top six leading scorers in this post-season. They’ve also 
averaged 3.125 goals-per through their last eight. They’ve gone from four 
goals one game, eight another and five most recently. Your X-factor is 
that the Bolts have also scored 42 of their 63 playoff goals within the 
comfy confines of Amalie Arena. 

In other words, a roll of the dice is a good thing for this bet, and it could 
pay nicely. Then, on top of that, it’s just a fun novelty prop that’s low risk 
with a potentially huge return. 

Spread it around 

Is the blind pinata leap of faith too much for you? No problem. If you want 
some better odds, like playing a game of roulette, you can spread it 
around at Bodog. Simply scroll down to the Correct Score odds and go 
nuts. You can pick any score with either team being victorious and there 
are some excellent bets to be had with some strong payouts as well. 

Of course, for many, you want to have the numbers in-hand. The blind 
leap is too much for your senses and that’s okay. This a judgement-free 
zone, my friends. The good news for you, once again, is that any bet 
here is a strong one given the scoring history. We looked at Tampa’s 
post-season resumé a moment ago, so why don’t we further build your 
confidence with a check of Montreal’s numbers? 

The Habs currently sport the best penalty kill in the game. Tampa 
cracked their mind-blowing streak late on Monday night, but their 91.8 
per cent is still the best by a mile. This bodes well for a lower scoreboard. 
What also could bode well for that low board is that the Habs have hit the 
UNDER in six of their last eight when their opponent tallies five or more 
the game before. The Habs are also winless in their last seven in T-Bay 
and are only averaging 1.66 goals per through their three Game 2’s thus 
far. 

So, with all of that in mind, chucking some chips around (roulette 
reference again) could spread it around nicely and play the odds well on 
Wednesday night. 

In recent articles, we’ve chatted NHL Awards props along with which 
coach will end up where. Now it’s time to talk dollars. On now, if you 
guide your way to the Futures menu, you can bet on which player will pull 
in the largest deal in free agency and which team will spend the most 
when the window opens on July 28. 

So, if the Stanley Cup Final bets are too much for you to tackle, do not 
worry. There are still plenty of options out there that you can take your 
time with. 
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USA TODAY / Andrei Vasilevskiy, Blake Coleman's buzzer-beating goal 
lead Lightning past Canadiens in Game 2 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The Montreal Canadiens won the first three playoff rounds as series 
underdogs by winning at least one of the first two games on the road. 

But the defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning handed the 
Canadiens their first 2-0 series deficit of the 2021 postseason after 
pulling off a 3-1 victory Wednesday in Game 2 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

Though the Canadiens outplayed the Lightning for much of the game, 
Vezina Trophy runner-up Andrei Vasilevskiy made 42 saves to make 
Blake Coleman’s buzzer-beating goal in the second period stand up. 

"There were peaks and valleys in our game, but (Vasilevskiy) stood tall 
when we were down," Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. 

The series will switch to Montreal for Games 3 and 4 on Friday and 
Monday, with Tampa Bay needing two more wins to become the NHL's 
first repeat champion since the 2016-17 Pittsburgh Penguins. 

A look at Game 2: 

The buzzer-beater 

Everything about Coleman's second-period goal was great. 

First Barclay Goodrow knocked a loose puck past Canadiens 
defenseman Ben Chiarot and raced into the zone. As Montreal's Shea 
Weber went to him, he fed a diving Coleman, who knocked the puck past 
Carey Price. 

The time left on the clock: 1.1 seconds. 

"I knew the time was tight," said Goodrow. "I kept hearing our bench 
shout, 'Shoot.' " 

Said Coleman: "I saw (Goodrow) make the heads-up play in the neutral 
zone with a little poke past their D. I tried to do everything I could to give 
him an option. Incredible area pass by him and fortunately we beat the 
clock." 

The goal was Coleman's first since Game 1 of the first round, ending an 
18-game drought. 

"The timing was epic," said Cooper. "Definitely a big lift going into the 
(third period)." 

The Lightning got breathing room on a third-period goal from Ondrej 
Palat after a miscommunication by the Montreal defense. 

"They’re opportunistic, so it only takes a couple mistakes for them to 
score," Weber  said. 

Lightning score first again 

The Canadiens had been playing tight defense against the high-powered 
Lightning and held them without a shot for about 15 minutes. 

But Tampa Bay went up 1-0 on Anthony Cirelli's seeing-eye shot past 
Price at 6:40 of the second period. 

Corey Perry asked Price if he had screened the goalie on the play. 

"The difference between the teams is so minimal," Perry said. "The 
bounces normally we’d like to go our way, but they just haven’t the past 
two games." 

The Lightning have scored the game's first goal 16 times in the playoffs, 
including both games of the Final. Their record when scoring first: 14-2. 

Canadiens' top line rebounds 

The Tyler Toffoli-Nick Suzuki-Cole Caufield line struggled during Game 
1, going minus-9 with three shots.  

But the players redeemed themselves in Game 2, giving the Canadiens 
hope as they can get the matchups they want at home.  

Suzuki was particularly impressive as his eight shots through two periods 
were just five fewer than the Lightning had during that time. He finished 
with nine shots and his line had 14. 

He also got the Canadiens on the scoreboard on the power play with a 
long backhander that bounced off Lightning players and past Vasilevskiy. 

The goal, which tied the game 1-1, was the sixth of the postseason for 
Suzuki.  

"The way he bounces back, the way he carries himself, the way he 
works, he’s a tremendous hockey player and we have a lot of faith in 
him," said Canadiens forward Paul Byron. 

Solid goaltending 

The Lightning emerged from the second period with a lead despite being 
outshot 16-7. 

Credit Vasilevskiy, who recorded his second-most saves in a regulation 
playoff win. 

"Just the absolute competitive gamer that we know he is," said Lightning 
defenseman Ryan McDonagh. "Night in and night out, the backbone of 
this team." 

The Canadiens will have to figure out how to get the puck past 
Vasilevskiy, who has allowed only two goals in the series.  

"The scouting reports, we'll read them, and use them to our advantage 
and look at some video," said Habs interim coach Luke Richardson. "I 
think if we keep getting those chances, which I think we will (because) 
this team does give up chances, we'll start scoring." 

Lineup changes 

Tampa Bay forward Alex Killorn sat out Game 2 after blocking a shot in 
the opener. Mathieu Joseph joined the lineup and played on the fourth 
line, allowing Tyler Johnson to move up to Killorn's spot on the second 
line. Johnson drew an assist on Cirelli's goal. 

Montreal's Joel Armia returned after missing Game 1. Jake Evans was 
scratched. Brendan Gallagher played after missing the end of Game 1 
with a bloodied face. 

Series heads to Montreal 

The Canadiens are scheduled to have coach Dominique Ducharme back 
after he finishes his isolation period for testing positive for COVID-19. 
The Canadiens' first Stanley Cup Final home game since 1993 won't 
have a full house, though. Quebec health officials are continuing to hold 
attendance at the Bell Centre to 3,500 fans. The team had asked for 
10,500 but was denied. Said Suzuki: "I’d know they’d love to be in the 
building, but that’s not the case with the world we’re living in now. … We 
know the 3,500 that will be there will be cheering us on, and the rest will 
be supporting us." 
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USA TODAY / Chicago Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews opens up 
about health condition that held him out of 2021 season 

 

Lorenzo Reyes 

USA TODAY 
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Chicago Blackhawks center Jonathan Toews opened up about a 
previously unspecified health condition that forced him to miss the entire 
2020 season and revealed the condition that had been ailing him. 

"I think there's just a lot of things that piled up where my body just fell 
apart," Toews said in a video interview that he posted Wednesday to his 
verified Twitter account. "What they're calling it is chronic immune 
response syndrome, where I just couldn't quite recover and my immune 
system was just reacting to everything, any kind of stress, anything that I 
would do throughout the day, it was always that kind of stress response. 
So it just took some time. That was the really frustrating part, not knowing 
when or how I was going to get over the hump." 

Toews, 33, a captain of the Blackhawks and a three-time Stanley Cup 
champion, had announced in December that he was dealing with an 
unspecified medical issue that left him feeling "drained and lethargic." 

Then, in January, Chicago placed Toews on long-term injured reserve. 

Since the announcement, Toews had not been seen at the team facility 
and hadn't issued any public comments about his condition until 
Wednesday. 

"I learned a lot about the stress I've put on my body over the years and I 
appreciate the support," Toews continued. "A lot of people were worried 
and I definitely felt bad to a certain degree that people were that worried 
and thought it was really serious, but in the back of my mind, I knew my 
getting through it was just a matter of time." 

Toews also said he "wasn't too vocal about the things I went through this 
year" and expressed his gratitude to the fans, Blackhawks organization 
and his teammates. 

In the video announcement, there is footage of Toews walking into the 
Fifth Third Arena, the Blackhawks' practice facility in Chicago. There is 
also footage of Toews skating and doing light training on the ice, taking 
shots on goal and handling the puck. 

"It feels great," Toews said. "It has been a long time. I probably haven't 
taken this much time off the ice, probably ever, at least since I was a kid. 
So it has been nice to be back in Chicago and see some of the guys 
again and just slowly but surely settling into the life and into the routine 
again, so it's a good feeling right now." 

In the video, Toews did not comment about a specific timeline about a 
potential return to game action. 

With Toews absent, the Blackhawks missed the postseason in 2021 for 
the third time in the last four seasons, but stayed in contention after some 
younger players stepped up. The Blackhawks had an NHL-high 42 goals 
scored by rookies. They finished 24-25-7 on the season. 
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