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No longer affiliated with the Canes, the AHL’s Checkers now have two NHL parent clubs  

By Justin Pelletier  

Someone very familiar to the Charlotte Checkers will be 
helping to build the team’s roster this season, even if’s only 
temporary.  

This week, the NHL’s newest club, the Seattle Kraken, 
announced it would temporarily affiliate itself with the 
Checkers this season as the AHL club emerges from a post-
pandemic shutdown.  

Seattle general manager Ron Francis — a well-known figure 
in North Carolina due to his long-time affiliation with the 
Carolina Hurricanes organization — confirmed this week that 
his new team has reached a deal with the Florida Panthers 
— Charlotte’s other parent club — and the Checkers to 
affiliate its minor league players in Charlotte of the AHL for 
one season.  

Having an American Hockey League affiliate in close 
geographic proximity is generally preferred by NHL teams in 
order to facilitate rapid call-ups of minor league players 
during the season. But with the Kraken’s expected affiliate in 
California not yet operational, that won’t happen with the 
Kraken right away. The Kraken are awaiting completion of a 
planned arena in the Palm Springs area. 

“I think the biggest thing when we looked at this was trying to 
find a location and an organization we could work with,” 
Francis said Monday. “We wanted to reach an agreement 
where we could kind of put all of our players in one spot 
rather than put three here and four there and spread it out.” 

According to the Kraken, the team will place between eight 
and 12 players on the Checkers next season. As the 
secondary team in the deal, the Kraken have the option of 
adding an assistant coach to the Checkers while the 
Panthers — who signed a multiyear agreement with 
Charlotte last September — will be keeping head coach 
Geordie Kinnear. 

Having the temporary affiliate in place was a near-term 
priority for the Kraken, with the team preparing to pick 
players in the July 21 expansion draft. A few days later, it 

has the No. 2 overall pick and third pick in rounds two 
through seven of the NHL entry draft. 

Players from both drafts will form the bulk of those being sent 
to Charlotte, primarily those taken in the expansion draft who 
can’t crack the NHL team’s roster right away. While the 
Kraken will select 30 players — one from each NHL team 
except Vegas — only 23 can be on the active roster, with 20 
dressing for games. 

Entry draft players under age 20 and selected from major 
junior teams must be returned to those squads if they don’t 
make the Kraken’s roster. Players that age drafted and then 
signed out of Europe or the NCAA are eligible for AHL play if 
they don’t make the Kraken right away. 

What the Kraken will lack in immediate proximity is partially 
offset in familiarity as the Checkers served as the AHL 
feeder squad for the Carolina Hurricanes back when Francis 
was that team’s GM. Much of his new Kraken management 
team, including assistant GM Ricky Olczyk and amateur 
scouting director Robert Kron, has already worked 
extensively with the Checkers’ current management group. 

Francis said his familiarity with Checkers CEO and owner 
Michael Kahn should be helpful this coming season. With 
uncertainty surrounding COVID-19 and whether the 
Canadian border would reopen, Francis said the Kraken was 
limited in its discussions on locations that may have been in 
closer proximity to Seattle. 

The Checkers opted out of the 2020-21 season due to 
concerns about COVID-19 safety and logistics, delaying the 
first year of their affiliation agreement with Florida. The 
Panthers wound up in a sharing arrangement with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning at their AHL affiliate in Syracuse, New 
York. 

But the Checkers announced last month they plan to resume 
play with a season opener on Oct. 22. 

Said Kahn on Monday: “I’m very excited, of course, being 
with Florida. But working again with Ron Francis is exciting 
as well as we worked together many years with the 
Hurricanes.”
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A young hockey player is gone too soon. His extended hockey family mourns together  

By Justin Pelletier  

Life is fragile. 

We are sadly reminded of that far too often. That kind of 
news is usually packaged in the first couple of sections of the 
newspaper, on news-based websites or in the A-block of the 
local television newscasts. 

Sports, for most people, are — or were — an escape; a way 
to forget the problems of the world and enjoy the most basic 
form of entertainment — interpersonal competition. 

Monday, the hockey community received a jolt of sobering 
reality when the Columbus Blue Jackets announced that top 
goaltending prospect Matiss Kivlenieks, who recently played 
for the Latvian national team in the IIHF 2021 World 
Championship, died suddenly, “the result of a tragic 
accident.” 

Police initially told the Associated Press that Kivlenieks, 24, 
was fleeing a hot tub after a fireworks accident, slipped and 
hit his head on the concrete. An autopsy later Monday 
revealed Kivlenieks died from chest trauma due to a 
fireworks mortar blast. 

“We are shocked and saddened by the loss of Matiss 
Kivlenieks, and we extend our deepest sympathies to his 
mother, Astrida, his family and friends during this devastating 
time,” Blue Jackets President of Hockey Operations John 
Davidson said in the release. “Kivi was an outstanding young 
man who greeted every day and everyone with a smile and 
the impact he had during his four years with our organization 
will not be forgotten.” 

Twenty-four. Years. Old. 

There’s something about the death of someone younger than 
yourself that makes you cringe. In the immediate sense, 
you’re reminded of how fragile your own life is. But also, you 
mourn for those who knew the young person. You mourn for 
the untapped potential that passed along with them, and the 
number of “what-ifs” that will be buried alongside them.  

What’s important to remember, though, is that you do not 
mourn alone. Those feelings are not unique to you, and no 
matter what you are feeling, there are others who share your 
grief. 

Everyone has been affected by a tragedy that bites a bit 
harder than some others. My first was the death of a high 
school golf teammate the summer before my senior year in a 
senseless, preventable car-pedestrian collision. His career 
goals mirrored mine, yet I was the only one of us who had 
the chance to pursue those goals. It’s unfair, for sure. 

Covering hockey for so many years, the number of tragedies 
like that of Kivlenieks feel disproportionately burdensome on 
the hockey family. It’s not necessarily true, but it feels that 
way. 

There have been large-scale catastrophes: The Swift Current 
Broncos bus crash of 1986; the Lokomotiv Yaroslavl plane 
crash of 2011; and the Humboldt Broncos bus crash of 2018 
come to mind immediately.  

But tragedies smaller in scale, and sometimes less-
publicized, affect the community more subtly, and perhaps 
more dangerously, as so many young men and women are 
affected in silence.  

Whether it’s 16-year-old Jonathan Boyd, trying out for a 
junior team and collapsing on the ice during tryouts in 
Bathurst, New Brunswick, in 2013; or promising 21-year-old 
NHL prospect Luc Bourdon, killed in a motorcycle accident in 
the offseason near his hometown in 2008; or Timur 
Faizutdinov, the 19-year-old Russian junior player who died 
after being struck in the head by a puck during a game this 
past March …  

… Or Steve Chiasson, the 32-year-old Hurricanes 
defenseman who died in a car crash in 1999. 

Each of these untimely deaths weighs on their respective 
communities. But they should not — and do not — mourn 
alone. 

Hockey is a fraternity. Sure, it has its pitfalls. There are parts 
of the sport’s history — like with any sort of history — that 
are less than flattering. Part of the evolution of sports — and 
life — is accepting those unflattering moments and striving to 
do better going forward, with an eye on not repeating past 
mistakes.  

One thing the hockey community has always been good at is 
taking care of its own in times of grief. The sport lends itself 
to familial relationships. Through junior and/or college 
hockey, players develop friendships and bonds with people 
in and around the game, but also with those outside of it — 
host families, special fans. That extended network is part of 
what makes the community so strong. 

The players themselves form bonds of friendship and 
camaraderie that is as strong as any bond formed in any 
other team sport. Equipment managers, athletic therapists, 
coaches, players, front-office personnel — it doesn’t matter. 

And so, as news of another young life ended far too soon 
permeates the hockey landscape, it’s important to 
remember, for those who are directly affected: You do not 
mourn alone.  

I never met Matiss Kivlenieks, but I know at least two people 
who have. And I mourn alongside them. 

We mourn because we are family, hockey-blood-relatives 
who know firsthand the hours of hard work and sweat equity 
that had already gone into this young man’s career, just for 
the chance to play a sport we all love. 

We mourn because this could have happened here; because 
it has happened here. And we know it. 

The family has been scarred. 

But like any hockey player worth their weight in pucks, this 
family will pick itself up off the ice, brush the shavings from 
its jersey, adjust its helmet, dig in and continue skating 
forward. 

Life is fragile. 

But hockey’s familial bonds are unbreakable.
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Brind'Amour 1-on-1: I couldn't see myself doing this anywhere else. And that's just the 
truth 

By Kacy Hintz 

Raleigh, N.C. -The Carolina Hurricanes 2020-21 season is in 
the rear-view mirror, exit interviews filed and head coach 
Rod Brind'Amour is already looking ahead to next season. 
Which started with a fresh new contract extension late last 
month. Since Roddy will be sticking around here for a while 
(was there ever any doubt?!) WRAL's Sports Xtra fired up 
the 'Xtended Interview' segment featuring Brind'Amour as its 
first guest. 

Kacy Hintz sat down 1-on-1 with Brind'Amour to talk about 
how special it is to be able to work in a place you call home, 
they jogged down memory lane with some great stories from 
the past and looked ahead to where he hopes this team is 
going. 

Q: How did all the people you met in that first two weeks set 
the tone for your tenure here with the Canes? 

I think that was really pivotal. I look back on just being in the 
line of the grocery store where again, I'm in a suit outside 
because people were stacked [out of the door] and I think I 
got some bread to eat. Like, I mean I've been in the hotel 
and people - they don't know me - it was like, this guy is in 
the suit and obviously, not prepared then let's let him to the 
front of the line. And I was just like, this is, this would never 
happen in Philadelphia. People were just generally nice. You 
know, it was kind of like we're in a different kind of field down 
here and then obviously just the way the organization was so 
great to me and then the players and the fans, they just, they 
love you here and there was a connection right away from 
me. 

Q: I know you're a big team guy, it's all hands on deck to get 
this group to where they're going. But to be recognized with 
the Jack Adams Award [Coach of the Year] just three years 
into this gig, how special is that? 

ADVERTISING 

Well, I appreciate the question. I think it's special for the 
organization because, like I said, the coach is one part of it 
and I have 10 staff members that worked with me maybe 
more. And then the one thing you gotta have is players, like, 
there's no coach of the year that doesn't have the horses or 
he doesn't have the guys to go out there and play well. We 
have that, we have the great players here. And so really the 
real better question. This isn't, you know, did you win the 
coach of the year? It's 'how do you not' if you have that kind 
of people around you? So it's great for the organization, I 
think, to be recognized because it's saying we're doing some 
things, right? That's the way I look at it. 

Q: After you signed your extension, I know you said you felt 
like the richest coach in the league. To have your family dug 
in here, and truly have those feelings -- what is that like? 

Well, it's special and I know it's unique. I feel like I've grown 
up here. Not many coaches can say they work where they, 
you know, they live and they're connected there and that's a 
special thing that I have and I certainly don't want to, you 
know, I couldn't see myself doing this anywhere else. And 
that's just the truth. 

Q: The Same weekend you signed your extension, it was 
also the 15th anniversary of the Hurricanes winning the 
Stanley Cup. Your celebration and when you received the 
cup is one of the most memorable. What do you remember 
from that night? 

When you finally get it, it's just the emotion just comes out 
because it's like there it is like everything you've worked for, 
and dreamt about since you were a kid. It kind of comes all 
out and so you don't really think... I wasn't thinking. I couldn't 
hear it was so loud in here. People think I stole a cup from 
Gary Bettman, like I go, no, if you were in here, you can't 
hear yourself think, and I didn't know if he said, take it and I 
wasn't waiting around, right. Like I said, this is my one 
chance. It was a special moment and I'd love to relive, but 
relive it in this chair as a coach, because I know what it feels 
like as a player, and I want those guys to get that feeling. 

Q: You say it how it is, you call it like you see it.. where does 
that come from? 

When I took the job as a coach, I was like, OK, I know this 
coach speak, I know that it's vanilla, and I know it's the way 
they have to do it because really nobody cares what you say 
the next day and you don't wanna be controversial because 
that's gonna get you in trouble. But I feel like two things. 
Number one, you have an obligation to the people that come 
and watch to put a product that's entertaining. So I was going 
to coach a style that we're for sure gonna play upbeat, we're 
gonna play a way that win or lose. People are gonna say, 
well, I got my money's worth, so that's going to happen. Then 
I feel like you owe it to the people that are watching to say 
what you think. 

Q: Speaking of saying what you think. You're not one to have 
a poker face behind the bench. Are you aware of that? I 
guess this year you were masked, so that probably helped 
out a bit. 

Well I see now when I watch TV games, I'm cognizant of the 
fact that when there's something happening, they go to the 
coach. So now I've got to be a little careful because I don't 
think it's a good look. But when you're upset about it and you 
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know that I'm right. [ gets animated] Look, if I'm losing my 
mind, I'm right. Just so you know, I just want everybody to 
know that if you see me going, because I've had a look at the 
video that's sitting right on my floor on the bench and I know 
there's been a mistake here. So that's why I get a little 
animated. 

Q: Something that struck a chord with me and not only me, I 
know so many fans was after one of the games, you come 
into the locker room, you've got your phone and you have 
the team sing to your dad, Happy birthday. Obviously there 
was some emotion there, just describe the impact he's had 
on you in the game of hockey, but also how special it is to 
still be able to share these moments with them? 

Life's about moments. And now I'm getting older 
unfortunately and really all you have to look back on all those 
moments, you know, your life goes on and you got 10 
moments that you can remember, you want to have 100 you 
know, every time when something special happens, you get 
that opportunity to create that for my dad. Obviously he's 
older, [has] had some health issues. All he's living for now is 
watching our games. Like that's what gives him the 
excitement. So number one, it was on his birthday and I'd 
forgotten to get him a birthday present. So I'm, oh no. And so 
now I'm like kind of scrambling, but it just hit me at the end 
like, hey, this would be a great way because I know he's 
watching, I know he's invested, he was part of when I played 
for the Stanley Cup. He was out here in this locker room 

when we won. And it was one of the most special days for 
me because again, family goes through so much to get you 
to that opportunity to play and have this career. And so what 
made that special was that the guys, this wasn't something I 
said, 'hey sing this', [instead] they took it on themselves to do 
it. That was nothing for those guys and they know that, but it 
meant the world to my dad, the best birthday present in his 
life. 

Q: We can't get you for a few minutes and not play the ever-
cliche rapid question / word association game.  

Q: I'll wrap it up for you, to go back to that day you get traded 
here to a market that would never be considered a hockey 
town. You look on that day and now we're almost 22 years 
later. Could you have ever imagined? Not only you, this 
facility you have here, the fan base that's developed and 
what has turned into a hockey town here in the south? 

Well, I don't know that you would have imagined it. Part of 
why we've stuck it through this long is because we had, I 
think had this vision that we want to be something special in 
a unique hockey market, unique place for players to play and 
a standard that's like, oh, elite and it's doable. And I think 
we're getting there and I think that's what's special and, you 
know, we're not there yet, but we're going to be, and that's 
what's pretty cool about this place.
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2021 Draft Profile: Matthew Coronato 

Coronato was named the USHL’s best forward in 2021. 
Coronato is a gifted scorer with solid speed, something that 
the Hurricanes could use. 

By Matthew Somma 

Our 2021 draft coverage is taking a quick stop in the USHL. 
I’ll be profiling Chicago Steel left winger Matthew Coronato, a 
player that was named the USHL’s best forward during the 
2020-2021 season. As a quick reminder, I’ll separate each 
profile into three sections. The first will cover the player’s 
paper stats and measurables, the second will discuss some 
attributes that I noticed while watching Coronato play, and 
the third will summarize the player’s overall skillset and 
whether or not I believe he is a fit.  

Paper Stats 

Coronato is a 5-foot-10, 183-pound winger according to 
eliteprospects. It’s rare to see a right-handed player play on 
his off wing, so there’s a possibility that Coronato will be 
moved to the right wing so as to not play on his off side. 
Coronato’s 85 points in 51 games was good for second in 
league scoring and he finished at nearly a goal-per-game 
pace with 48 goals. Coronato led the league in goals and +/- 
this past season and was a consistent riser on most draft 
boards. Points in the USHL are tough to evaluate, however, 
because it’s less competitive than a league like the CHL. Still 
though, it’s hard to argue with 48 goals in 51 games. 
Coronato is ranked as the ninth best North American skater 
by NHL Central Scouting and is given a rank of 26th overall 
on Eliteprospects’ Consolidated Ranking. If Coronato was 
two inches taller, we would likely be hearing about him going 
in the top 20, perhaps even top 15 of this year’s draft. But 
since NHL GMs value size over skill, we’re looking at 
Coronato likely being a mid-to-late 20s pick.  

Scouting Report 

Notes from USHL game against Muskegon 

Coronato’s strength on the puck is iffy. There are times when 
he can hold his own against bigger players, but he can get 
bullied about half the time and turn the puck over. Adding 
some weight should help, but in an ideal world, Coronato is 
your trigger man instead of the puck carrier. He is constantly 
moving in the offensive zone in order to help create offense. 
Coronato is able to read the play and react to it, moving to 
open patches of ice in order to receive a pass or get his stick 
on a rebound. His speed is his second biggest asset, right 
behind his fantastic shot. Coronato is one of the fastest 
skaters on the ice and is a real threat in transition due to his 
speed and acceleration. There were times in this game 
where he would overwhelm the opposition due to his speed, 
and it even led to a primary assist on a goal. While Coronato 
may be more of a goal scorer than a playmaker, I did 

appreciate his passing ability in this game. He wasn’t solely 
focused on a shot like some players his age are guilty of 
doing. Instead, he assessed all options and then decided to 
either pass or shoot. I wouldn’t say that he’s a gifted passer, 
but I believe that his hockey sense and vision on the ice 
allow for his passing to be above average for his age level. 

Coronato’s shot is his best asset and he’s a threat to score 
from anywhere in the offensive zone. He sports a quick, 
accurate release that allows for him to surprise most goalies 
before they can get set. Coronato’s shot finds a way to the 
back of the net regardless of the distance or angle he is at, 
too. He didn’t score in the game against Muskegon, but other 
viewings of Coronato confirm that he is one of the better goal 
scorers in this draft class. I’d even consider putting him 
ahead of Oskar Olausson, who I profiled earlier. Coronato is 
also able to take control of the game and dominate a shift at 
will, which is something that I didn’t notice in Olausson’s 
game. He’s more aggressive on the puck, mostly due to his 
speed, and he’s fantastic in the offensive zone. Honestly, 
there’s not a ton to dislike about Coronato in the offensive 
zone other than his size.  

Coronato was used on Chicago’s penalty kill and didn’t seem 
like a liability in this game. I don’t have a ton to say about 
Coronato’s defense because there weren’t many shifts 
where he was in the defensive zone. What I saw was a 
player that didn’t get out of position but one that lacked 
aggressiveness. Coronato attacks the puck in the offensive 
zone and can be a pest on the forecheck, but I didn’t get the 
same sense in the defensive zone. This could be attributed 
to his size, however.  

Summary 

Coronato is coming from a premier USHL program and is 
heading to Harvard University in the fall. It’s clear that he is a 
gifted goal scorer with a fantastic shot and tremendous top 
speed, making him one of the more dangerous offensive 
players that could be available when the Hurricanes pick. 
After watching him play, I still believe that Coronato would be 
a top-20 pick if he was a few inches taller. I’d even consider 
putting him in the top 15 if that were the case. All in all, there 
wasn’t too much in Coronato’s game that stood out as a 
negative. I didn’t see enough of him in the defensive zone to 
warrant an opinion on his play, and that’s largely due to the 
fact that he was mostly deployed in the offensive zone. The 
fact that Chicago’s coaching staff felt comfortable with 
putting Coronato on the penalty kill is encouraging as far as 
his defensive play is concerned.  

I believe that Coronato could be a great fit for the Hurricanes. 
Darren Yorke and his scouting staff have made it clear over 
the past few years that they don’t mind if a player is 
undersized. They value skill and upside over a player’s size 
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and won’t hesitate to pick a player like Coronato if he is 
available. I believe that he has an upside of a strong second 
line scorer capable of 30+ goals if he does reach his ceiling. 
He could play alongside the likes of Martin Necas to create a 
line that could skate circles around almost any other line in 
the NHL. I’m putting Coronato’s NHL ETA at four years, 
giving him enough time for at least two or three years in 
college to go with a year or two at the AHL level.  

I am still wary of USHL prospects because the level of 
competition isn’t as high as it is in most other leagues, but 
Coronato looks like a very good prospect. His natural goal 
scoring ability combined with his ability to take over a shift is 
enticing and worth betting on in the draft. Overall, I would be 
about as happy if the Canes selected Coronato as I would be 
if they selected Olausson, and either player would make me 
very happy.

 

Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin: Great Apart, Better Together 

Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin have both proven their 
value as elite NHL defensemen, but how much of an impact 
do they have on each other? 

By Brett Finger  

For the better part of three seasons, the Carolina Hurricanes 
have had one of the best defensive pairings in hockey. 

With Dougie Hamilton and Jaccob Slavin anchoring the blue 
line, the Hurricanes have gone from a bottom-dwelling team 
to one with real championship aspirations after three 
consecutive playoff berths. 

Hamilton is scheduled to hit the free-agent market later this 
month, but his future with the team will likely be decided 
much sooner than that. Ryan wrote about how important 
Dougie is to the team’s success, but today I’m writing about 
an oft-discussed talking point. 

Does Slavin make Hamilton look better than he actually is? 
Without Slavin, is Hamilton anywhere near as good as he 
has been these past few years? 

Before we dive into the numbers, I want to make it clear that 
this isn’t a commentary on the “should they re-sign Hamilton” 
discussion. We’ve had more than enough of that. This is a 
breakdown of the numbers when Hamilton and Slavin play 
together versus when they aren’t playing together, as there 
has been discussion surrounding this topic for quite some 
time now. 

The TLDR version is that Hamilton is one of the best 
defensemen in hockey with or without Slavin and Slavin is 
one of the best defensemen in hockey with or without 
Hamilton, but the two complement each other very well and 
make each other better as a result. 

Hamilton’s offensive abilities combined with Slavin’s overall 
game combine to make up one of the best and most-relied 
upon defensive pairings in the NHL. 

Since the beginning of the 2019-20 season, Slavin and 
Hamilton have logged 1,470:06 of 5-on-5 ice time together. 
They’re the fourth-most-used pairing in the NHL over that 
span. Among the 34 d-pairings in the NHL with 750 or more 
minutes of ice time since the start of 2019-20, Slavin and 
Hamilton rank first in corsi-for percentage, second in goals-
for percentage, second in expected goals-for percentage, 
first in scoring chances-for percentage, and third in total 
defensive zone starts. 

Had Hamilton not gotten injured during the 2019-20 season, 
he and Slavin would likely be the most-used defensive 
pairing in the league at 5-on-5 over the last two seasons. 

All of those numbers back up what we already know, but who 
makes who better and to what extent? 

It’s actually a pretty easy question to answer, and the 
numbers paint a somewhat surprising picture. 

Hamilton and Slavin since 2019-20 

Scenario TOI CF% GF% xGF% SCF% 

Slavin with Hamilton 1470.06 57.11 61.76 57.12 57.48 

Slavin without Hamilton 738.25 50.57 54.65 50.38 52.57 

Hamilton without Slavin 250.19 56.04 68 59.58 59.34 

There are a few misconceptions that follow the 
Slavin/Hamilton dynamic. 

A common one is that, in addition to Slavin bearing more 
defensive responsibility, he and Pesce are used for tougher 
defensive matchups. While Slavin and Pesce are used 
sparingly for late-game defensive matchups, their total 5-on-
5 ice time together is just 203:34 over the last two seasons. 
That averages out to about 1:45 per game across the 113 
games that both players played in, including the 14-game 
stretch in 2019-20 between Hamilton’s leg injury in 
Columbus on Jan. 16, 2020 and Pesce’s shoulder injury on 
Feb. 22, 2020 when Hamilton wasn’t in the lineup. 

While Pesce is occasionally used in Hamilton’s place for 
preferred defensive matchups, his quality of competition at 5-
on-5 is much lower than Hamilton’s. According to 
TopDownHockey’s data and JFreshHockey’s visuals, 
Hamilton ranks in the 72nd percentile in quality of 
competition over the last three seasons while Pesce ranks in 
the 60th percentile. Slavin ranks in the 73rd percentile, a 
small uptick from Hamilton. 

So the existing narrative that Hamilton is sheltered from 
tougher matchups isn’t reflected in the actual matchups he 
faces. 

When Hamilton is away from Slavin, his numbers actually 
improve. His on-ice goals-for rate jumps by more than 6%, 
and his expected goals-for and scoring chances-for rates 
increase by roughly 2%, albeit in a small sample size of 
250:19. That’s a small number over the course of two 
seasons, though. 
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The biggest discrepancy between Hamilton and the other 
two defensemen is the quality of on-ice teammates, not the 
quality of competition. Over the last three seasons, Hamilton 
ranks in the 93rd percentile in quality of teammates while 
Slavin ranks in the 77th percentile and Pesce ranks in the 
66th percentile. 

Part of the reason why Pesce’s quality of teammates rating is 
so much lower is that Brady Skjei and Joel Edmundson, the 
two defensemen he’s seen the most ice time with over the 
last two seasons, are far from analytical darlings and were in 
many cases being carried by Pesce at 5-on-5. 

Let’s circle back to Slavin and Hamilton, though. 

There isn’t a statistical category that doesn’t worsen for 
Slavin when he is away from Hamilton. From corsi to goals 
for and goal against, to expected goal share, to scoring 
chances for and against, Slavin’s numbers are worse when 
he isn’t playing with Hamilton. The slightly tougher matchups 
surely play a role, but the disparity in the quality of 
competition doesn’t come anywhere close to equaling the 
disparity in his on-ice numbers. 

This isn’t me saying that Hamilton carries Slavin. However, I 
am saying that the idea that Hamilton is a liability without 
Slavin is at best misguided and at worst dishonest. For all 
the deserved credit that Slavin gets for helping Hamilton, 
there should be credit given to Hamilton for elevating Slavin’s 
game and making him a more dangerous 200-foot player 
with a higher ceiling. 

With all of those numbers in mind, there are a few things you 
can confidently take away. 

 Together, Slavin and Hamilton are among the best 
defensive pairings in the NHL. 

 Away from Slavin, Hamilton drives more offense 
and has better defensive metrics, but his quality of 
competition is slightly lower. 

 Away from Hamilton, Slavin draws slightly tougher 
matchups and his metrics are worse. 

 Slavin’s defensive presence aids Hamilton, and the 
chemistry that they’ve developed over the course of 
multiple seasons elevates both of them to be better 
all-around players. However, the opposite is also 
true - Slavin is better in almost every category when 
he plays with Hamilton. 

 Slavin and Pesce get assigned the occasional 
tough late-game matchup, especially on home ice, 
but that doesn't make up a significant portion of 
either player’s total ice time at 5-on-5. 

The idea that Slavin makes Hamilton better is not unfounded. 
If you watch them play, it’s obvious that Slavin’s game 
compliments Hamilton’s game. That being said, it’s simply 
wrong to say that Hamilton’s game doesn’t do the same thing 
for Slavin. 

They are outstanding defensemen when separated, but 
together they consistently reach another level and have been 
nothing short of an elite pairing that takes on tough 
competition and routinely outplays their opponents while 
doing a great job of limiting chances against relative to the 
number of scoring chances they help generate. 

The moral of the story is that Slavin doesn’t carry Hamilton, 
and Hamilton doesn’t carry Slavin. 

If Hamilton ends up somewhere else this summer, I think he 
will continue to be a top-flight defenseman, and the same 
goes for Slavin, but I have a hard time seeing either of them 
consistently playing at the same level that they did over the 
last few seasons.
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Jake Gardiner: Should he stay or should he go?  

The Hurricanes have players they need to keep, moves they 
need to make and only so much cap space with which to do 
it this summer. Finding a way to get Jake Gardiner’s deal off 
the books would create some flexibility.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes face a number of key decisions this 
offseason. Do they re-sign Dougie Hamilton? What does 
Andrei Svechnikov’s second contract look like? Who’s going 
to be Alex Nedeljkovic’s goalie partner? What do they need - 
and what can they afford - to add to this group?  

There’s another, less discussed decision that they need to 
make. And it’s one that will likely impact at least some of the 
ones listed above, particularly the first and last ones: What 
do they do with Jake Gardiner? 

Since signing a four-year, $4.05 million AAV contract shortly 
before the start of the 2019-20 season, Gardiner’s 
Hurricanes tenure has been a bit of a roller coaster. He got 
off to a rocky start to that first year before finishing it much 
stronger.  

He started the 2021 season strong, looking like the top-four, 
puck-moving defenseman the team thought it was getting, 
and one capable of running the second power-play unit. But 
back issues then derailed his season, as he was in and out 
of the lineup the rest of the way and only ended up playing 
26 games in the regular season.  

He played just one game in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, a 
strong effort in game two against Nashville, before sitting out 
the rest of the way. While the team never stated his back 
was an issue in the playoffs (he was listed as a healthy 
scratch), it seems that, with the Canes struggling to score in 
round two against Tampa Bay, it could have used his skillset 
in the lineup. 

At end of season exit interviews, Don Waddell said that 
Gardiner had “had some MRIs done” and was discussing his 
next move with doctors, but did not have a further update.  

It should be noted that Gardiner was listed among the 
players expected to play in a Minnesota summer league, 
which would seem to hint that his back might be OK; at least, 
good enough to take part in what amounts to conditioning 
games. 

The question now becomes: What do the Hurricanes do with 
Gardiner? Even if he does come into next season fully 
healthy, back issues are notoriously tricky, and there’s 
always the risk they flare back up.  

Even assuming a clean bill of health for Gardiner, can a 
Hurricanes team that is about to get a lot more top heavy 
afford to spend $4.05 million on a defenseman who will be 
playing on the third pairing? Perhaps not.  

So, what are the Hurricanes’ options for what to do with 
Gardiner this offseason?  

Keep him 

If the team is comfortable with where Gardiner is health wise, 
there’s certainly an argument to be made for keeping him. 

He provides a valuable skill set, and played very well when 
healthy last season. Especially in the postseason, the 
absence of Gardiner’s ability to move the puck up the ice and 
quarterback the second power-play unit was noticeable.  

If the Canes end up letting Hamilton walk, Gardiner could 
provide some much-needed offensive ability on the blue line. 
And, if they opt to expose Brady Skjei in the expansion draft 
and he gets claimed, Gardiner could slide up into the top four 
alongside Brett Pesce (a pairing that was very good in a 
limited sample size last year).  

The issue comes if the Canes extend Hamilton, especially if 
they also keep Skjei. Assuming Hamilton gets around $8 
million, the top four on the blueline of Hamilton, Skjei, Brett 
Pesce and Jaccob Slavin would cost the Hurricanes a 
combined $22.58 million. Add in Gardiner’s $4.05 million cap 
hit, and that’s over $26 million for five defensemen.  

In the flat cap world, that’s not something a team that also 
needs to try to upgrade its forward group can afford.  

Whether or not it makes sense for the Hurricanes to keep 
Gardiner likely depends on what else they do on the blue 
line, especially with Hamilton and Skjei. If one or both of 
them are gone, it’s probably a good idea.  

If they’re both back, this team can’t really afford a $4.05-
million third-pairing defenseman.  

Buy him out 

I’m going to start by saying it’s pretty hard to see this 
happen, and I’d be pretty surprised if it did. The Canes just 
got Alex Semin’s lengthy buyout off the books, and, while 
Gardiner’s wouldn’t be nearly as cumbersome, it’s hard to 
imagine them rushing out to pay another player not to play 
for them. And, to be honest, Gardiner hasn’t really done 
anything to warrant a buyout. He played well when healthy/in 
the lineup last year.  

However, the NHL is a business, and it’s an option, if not a 
likely one. According to CapFriendly’s buyout calculator, a 
buyout of Gardiner would cost the Hurricanes about $1.29 
million against the cap this upcoming season, $1.041 million 
in 2022-23 and $1.4 million in 2023-24 and 2024-25. So, the 
team would save about $2.75 million against the cap this 
year and a little over $3 million next year.  

The flip side of that is they’d then have money on the books 
for an additional two more seasons past when Gardiner’s 
contract would have ended. That might not be as big of a 
deal then as it’s not a large cap hit, and the cap should again 
be increasing at that point. However, putting dead money on 
the books should always be viewed as a last resort.  

A buyout probably isn’t the best option for a player who’s still 
shown he can be very effective, but it would ultimately save 
the Canes cap space in the short term.  

Pay Seattle to take him in the expansion draft 

This would potentially solve multiple problems at once. It 
would allow the Hurricanes to avoid losing a player such as 
Brady Skjei or Jake Bean while also clearing Gardiner’s cap 
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hit off the books, freeing up that money to go towards a 
Hamilton extension, possible additions, etc.  

Here’s the issue though: Ron Francis knows he’d be doing 
the Canes a huge favor by taking Gardiner. While his skillset 
could prove valuable to the Kraken, he’s far from the most 
desirable target the Canes will be leaving unprotected. And 
they’d have to cut a side deal with Francis in order for him to 
take the blue liner.  

That deal probably wouldn’t come cheap, and might even 
cost the Hurricanes their first-round pick in this draft. With a 
late pick in what’s said to be a weak draft, however, 
protecting the rest of the roster and clearing the cap space 
may be worth it.  

Trade him  

Unless they part with a premium asset, the Canes would 
almost certainly have to retain salary on Gardiner. However, 
as with Seattle, if they find a team with cap space looking to 
pick up assets (similar to what the Canes did with Partick 
Marleau in 2019), they could trade the full contract.  

But, even if the Canes trade Gardiner for a modest return 
and retain 50% of his salary, they’d save a little over $2 
million this year and next, and, as opposed to a buyout, 
wouldn’t have money on the books past the expiration of the 
initial contract.  

If the Canes do decide to part ways with Gardiner this 
summer, trading him and retaining some salary is probably 
the most likely option.  

I do want to be clear that this commentary is not meant to 
criticize Gardiner himself, or say the Hurricanes absolutely 
have to get rid of him at all costs. As stated, when healthy he 
was very good last season.  

However, this is a team looking to take the next step towards 
true Stanley Cup contention, and that must do so with 
several key free agents to either re-sign and replace, all 
amidst a flat-cap landscape. If Gardiner’s going to be a third-
pairing defenseman next year, he may be a luxury the 
Hurricanes simply can’t afford as they look to get over the 
hump.
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens save season for now but must weather storm 
again in Game 5 

 

Eric Engels  

 

MONTREAL — As if a 3-0 series lead in the Stanley Cup Final wasn’t 
enough, the Montreal Canadiens spotted the Tampa Bay Lightning a 
four-minute power play with 1:01 remaining in the third period and the 
score tied 2-2 in Game 4. 

There’s adversity and then there’s whatever you’d call the situation the 
Canadiens found themselves in, with one of their top penalty killers biting 
his nails in the penalty box as the world’s best special-teams unit came 
out guns loaded. Captain Shea Weber’s double minor for high-sticking 
Ondrej Palat was a death sentence. 

But the Canadiens pushed the game to overtime, went to their dressing 
room to talk over how to officially earn clemency, came out and killed the 
rest of the penalty and then got a goal from Josh Anderson that sent 
them packing back to Tampa Bay. 

It was a much more fitting end for this group than the one they were 
staring down. This group, which has been through so many trials, faced 
down their biggest test yet and pulled out a life-saving pass. 

“There wasn’t a way we were going to lose a game like that with a 
penalty to our captain,” Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme said. 
“We were convinced we’d find a way to kill that penalty. It’s a play that 
happens so quick. A play that happened, unfortunately, at the wrong 
time. 

“It shows the character of our team again, and there was no question we 
were going to kill that penalty for our captain.” 

How Canadiens bounced back in do-or-die Game 4 after Weber double 
minor 

It took Carey Price making four saves in overtime to guarantee it. 

The Canadiens wouldn’t have had a chance without their best player 
responding to a self-critique following Game 3’s 6-3 loss, in which Price 
allowed five goals to bring his save percentage for the series down to 
.835. 

“I can definitely play better,” he said. “It’s just not good enough so far.” 

It certainly wasn’t up to the ridiculous standard Price had set in helping 
the Canadiens defeat the Toronto Maple Leafs, Winnipeg Jets and 
Vegas Golden Knights, until Monday’s game began with Tampa 
registering the first eight shots on net. 

In a series that’s seen the Canadiens pay for virtually every mistake 
they’ve made, none of the many they made in the first eight minutes of 
the game cost them anything — and that was thanks to Price. 

How Ducharme's bold lineup changes worked in Canadiens' favour 

The Canadiens knew he’d be his best self in the most critical game of the 
year. As did Ducharme, who didn’t feel Price needed a pick-me-up after 
he essentially put the blame on himself for a loss his entire team earned. 

“Just a tap on the pads,” Ducharme said. “Pricey’s got experience, he’s a 
competitor, and we wanted to be better in front of him. He said what he 
said, and he answered the bell tonight.” 

All of the Canadiens did, even if nerves got in their way for long stretches 
of the game. 

Anderson got them their first lead of the series in the 16th minute of the 
first period before he ended the game by collecting a rebound off Cole 
Caufield’s play to the net. And 21-year-old Alexander Romanov became 
the youngest defenceman in franchise history to score a goal in the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

Josh Anderson dives to score Game 4 overtime winner 

Goals for Tampa’s Barclay Goodrow and Pat Maroon tipped the stress 
meter into the red. Weber’s penalty put everyone at the Bell Centre into 
shock, except for his teammates. 

“We just keep talking (about how) nothing has been easy for us all year 
and it wasn’t going to start this series,” said Brendan Gallagher. “We’re 
definitely aware of the challenge, but every little bit of adversity we’ve 
faced this year we’ve handled well. 

“We got through tonight, we can’t really afford to enjoy it for too long. 
Move onto the next one and do the same thing. We’ve just kind of 
accepted the fact that it’s never going to be easy here.” 

It might have been hardest on Ducharme, who watched the first two 
games of this series from his couch, serving the final days of his two-
week quarantine following a positive COVID-19 diagnosis. He had just 
under 72 hours between Games 3 and 4 to contemplate what he’d do to 
help the Canadiens survive, and he came up with some of his boldest 
decisions of the season. 

Without them, the Cup would’ve been paraded around the ice at the Bell 
Centre and the Lightning would’ve become just the second team in NHL 
history to beat the Canadiens for it on a Montreal ice surface. 

Ducharme scratched one of his leading scorers in Jesperi Kotkaniemi to 
insert Jake Evans between Paul Byron and Artturi Lehkonen. It was a 
move that paid dividends, with all three players also helping to kill off that 
Weber penalty — and four others in the game. 

Ducharme woke Anderson out of a six-game slump by moving him onto a 
line with Caufield and Nick Suzuki. He also put Romanov in with Brett 
Kulak and yanked out Erik Gustafsson and Jon Merrill. 

And the coach did it all with the trust of his players. 

“We have depth in this team all year long,” Anderson said. “When you’re 
down 3-0 in the series, you’re just looking to make adjustments and 
make the team better. And I thought we had a pretty good game tonight. 
Obviously, there was some turnovers in the first period and everything 
like that. But you know, we all stuck together and believed in each other.” 

Without that, the Canadiens would’ve been cleaning out their lockers and 
booking tee times come Tuesday. 
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Instead, they’re flying into Hurricane Elsa, which is set to touch down in 
Tampa shortly after they arrive. The perfect setting for the challenge they 
still face to prevent the Lightning from winning their second consecutive 
Cup. 

What’s another storm for this group. 

“We don’t want the Cup in the hands of the Lightning at all,” said 
Ducharme. “We’ll go to Tampa, come back and play a last game at the 
Bell Centre.” 

The Canadiens will have to save their season twice more to punch their 
ticket back to Amalie Arena for Game 7. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 07.06.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Anderson talks, walks big game to help extend 
Stanley Cup run 

 

Luke Fox  

 

MONTREAL – When Josh Anderson was about to turn 16 years old, 
Gary and Michelle Anderson told their son he could go anywhere in the 
world for his birthday. 

Despite growing up a Toronto Maple Leafs fan in Burlington, Ont., the 
boy chose this city, this rink, at this, the most important time of the 
hockey year. 

“I picked to go to a Montreal playoff game,” Anderson recalled back in 
October, upon being traded to and signed by the Canadiens through the 
rest of his prime. 

“My dad ended up taking me down for the night, and I believe the 
Montreal Canadiens were playing the Pittsburgh Penguins in the playoffs. 
To experience that as a 16-year-old and to see what it was like in the 
playoffs in the Bell Centre was pretty amazing.” 

In the business, we call this foreshadowing. 

Josh Anderson dives to score Game 4 overtime winner 

Flash forward 11 years, $38.5 million, and twice that many chirps: Here is 
Anderson, in the playoffs, in the Bell Centre, creating the amazing. 

The mighty, rink-tilting Tampa Bay Lightning had not trailed all Stanley 
Cup final — a dominant run of 255:39 without giving up a lead — until 
Anderson found the twine off a beautiful feed from new centreman Nick 
Suzuki in the first period of Game 4. 

So what if Anderson’s strike, at the 15:39 mark of the first period, was 
just Montreal’s second shot of the game? 

The goal verified coach Dominique Ducharme’s line juggling act, 
breathed life into the nervous barn, and gave the holy trinity of Guy 
Lafleur, Patrick Roy and Yves Cournoyer a reason for hope. 

With the game knotted 2-2 late in the third, captain Shea Weber opened 
Ondrej Palat’s face with a high stick, and it appeared the Lightning would 
party under 24 enemy banners. 

Tampa’s power-play is so lethal, it couldn’t possibly be shut down for four 
minutes, with three on a clean overtime sheet. Could it? 

Yet a dialed-in Carey Price and a committed penalty-killing unit were up 
to the task, flipping a negative (five Tampa power-plays!) into a positive 
and cueing the heroics. 

Shortly after Montreal survived Weber’s double-minor, Anderson stick-
lifted Ryan McDonagh to win a loose puck, gathered a head of steam 

down the left flank, and held off defender Jan Rutta enough to one-hand 
the puck into the slot for a Cole Caufield chance. 

Anderson then had the presence of mind to brake and gather himself in 
time to lunge back and whack Caufield’s rebound home for his second 
OT winner of this post-season. 

There’s your dagger. 

There’s your trip to Tampa, pleasing mayors of two cities with one shot. 

“A big moment. I wasn’t really sure if it did go in there at the very 
beginning. I just looked at the ref’s hands and saw a bunch of people 
coming to me, but I was very fortunate,” Anderson said. 

“We didn’t want to end it tonight in front of our fans.” 

Entering Game 4, Anderson was talking that talk — “We not finished yet,” 
he vowed over the weekend — but, boy, did he walk it on Monday. 

So confident was Anderson that the Canadiens would extend the series 
that he and his teammates packed his Florida luggage Monday afternoon 
for Tuesday’s flight. 

How Canadiens bounced back in do-or-die Game 4 after Weber double 
minor 

This in the midst of a six-game goal drought and a viral video of Tampa’s 
Pat Maroon chirping Anderson into smithereens. 

“We’ve seen him all year. He brings that speed. He’s hard on the 
forecheck. And obviously, taking to him, talked about making sure we 
have that net-front presence,” said coach Dominique Ducharme, 
compelled to give Suzuki and Caufield a jolt by riding shotgun to a 
powerhorse. 

“I just felt a little bit that those three guys together were a little bit more 
outside, really good off the rush and not spending as much O-zone time. 
And I think he can help on that side.” 

When general manager Marc Bergevin traded away Max Domi for 
Anderson, it was because Anderson’s speedy, physical, driving game 
lent itself to the playoff grind. 

“Players who play that style of game,” Bergevin said, “there are not a lot 
of those in the NHL.” 

Moments like Monday’s, when you’re celebrating a Stanley Cup final OT 
winner on your back, there aren’t many of those either. 

If someone told you that you could go anywhere in the world Monday 
night, it might be inside the skates of Josh Anderson, raised to the 
rafters. A goal light burning red. 

“It’s a little bit of a blur right now,” Anderson said. 

“Just happy to still be alive and heading to Tampa.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 07.06.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lightning’s championship plans put on hold by determined 
Canadiens 

 

Chris Johnston July 6, 2021, 1:34 AM 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Anyone looking to suggest the mayor of Tampa spoke 
this result into existence would conveniently be ignoring the facts. 

When Jane Castor went off-script over the weekend and delivered the 
non-sanctioned message that it would be best for the Lightning to pass 
on a sweep in order to claim the Stanley Cup here on home ice, she said: 
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“Here’s what we would like. What we would like is for the Lightning to 
take it a little bit easy, to give the Canadiens just the smallest break.” 

They did nothing of the sort during Monday’s white-knuckle 3-2 overtime 
loss that redirected this series into the eye of a hurricane — literally. 

The Lightning played like a team trying to walk with legends. And they 
came up against a determined opponent that found a way through their 
attack. 

Remaining Time -0:57 

Maroon buries goal to tie Game 4 late in third 

There was nothing easy about a first period where Tampa owned 18 of 
the 26 total shot attempts. Or about the unbelievable chance Nikita 
Kucherov had Carey Price frozen on with three minutes left in regulation, 
only to send it off the post. Or even the four-minute power play that 
stretched well into overtime before Josh Anderson dramatically froze the 
Bell Centre clock. 

Play this game again and the Lightning win it more times than not. The 
same thing Montreal could have said after losing Game 2. 

And here in the hockey-loving enclave around Amalie Arena there was 
little evidence of anyone wanting to delay the celebration. They filled the 
building for a Game 4 watch party and had several thousand people 
outside, too. This despite the fact everyone here is bracing for Hurricane 
Elsa to whip through sometime late Tuesday afternoon. 

“I think the fanbase would have loved it if we would have come home 
with the Stanley Cup tonight. That’s paramount,” said Lightning head 
coach Jon Cooper. “I think it’s icing on the cake if you can do it at home.” 

Remaining Time -0:36 

Cooper not worried by Lightning’s lack of OT scoring 

After winning last year’s championship inside an empty Edmonton 
bubble, they’ll get the chance to go back-to-back at a sold-out Amalie 
Arena on Wednesday night. 

There was obviously some disappointment at failing to finish off the 
sweep, especially with the golden opportunities they had to do it. But 
there wasn’t anything approaching concern in the tone Cooper, Victor 
Hedman and Barclay Goodrow conveyed during their media interviews. 

“That was a close game overall. They were playing for their lives and 
they really brought it,” said Hedman. “We’ll recharge our batteries and 
get ready for next game.” 

“In the past we’ve done a good job of leaving the previous game in the 
past if we’re coming off a loss,” added Goodrow. “I think we have a great 
leadership group that gets our minds in the right spot and this game’s 
over and done with and we’re moving on to Game 5.” 

Remaining Time -1:44 

Josh Anderson dives to score Game 4 overtime winner 

The minds will only start to race if Montreal can get the next one since it 
will force Tampa into uncharted territory: The Lightning haven’t lost 
consecutive playoff games since 2019. 

Should they look back over Game 4, special teams will be a point of 
emphasis. The Canadiens stellar penalty kill kept them to 0-for-5 with the 
man advantage, including the season-saving, double-minor Shea Weber 
took at 18:59 of the third period for cutting Ondrej Palat with a high-stick. 

Otherwise the indicators were pretty strongly in their favour — the 
Lightning took 61 per cent of the even-strength shot attempts and owned 
78 per cent of the high-danger chances, according to 
naturalstattrick.com. 

They were on the right side of the expected goals, just not the actual 
ones. 

Remaining Time -0:57 

Goodrow cleans up Price's sloppy rebound to bring Lightning level 

“What could we have done different? Probably not hit as many posts as 
we hit,” said Cooper. “The puck’s been going in for us and tonight they 
didn’t. Did I think we generated enough chances to score? I did, and they 
didn’t go in. 

“Sometimes that happens. Sometimes you play pretty good and it’s a 
break here or a break there that just didn’t go your way and you have to 
keep fighting through it.” 

Cooper pointed out that they’ve kept their mettle under similar 
circumstances in the past, whether it was missing out on a chance in 
Game 5 against Dallas during last year’s Stanley Cup Final or failing to 
convert Game 6 last round against the New York Islanders. 

On both occasions, they got the job done in clinical fashion at the next 
available opportunity. 

That opportunity comes with a chance to make the mayor’s comments 
look more like prophecy than a jinx. They’re ready to party down here, 
hurricane be damned. They just need a reason. 

“Our fans deserve this, but there’s no guarantees,” said Cooper. “It’s 
weird. Maybe it’s set up. Maybe this was the way it was meant to be and 
that’s how it’s going to play out. 

“Two teams still got to play the games and the game’s decided in the 
trenches and hopefully we can give our fans a gift.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 07.06.2021 
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TSN.CA / Her fight with NHL over, Kelli Ewen wants to help partners of 
struggling players 

For two years, Kelli Ewen battled the National Hockey League in a legal 
scrap that has been akin to a venom-laced, back-alley brawl. After 
settling the litigation in May, Ewen says she’s shifting her attention to a 
positive mission. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

For two years, Kelli Ewen battled the National Hockey League in a legal 
scrap that has been akin to a venom-laced, back-alley brawl. 

Ewen’s husband, Todd, a 12-year NHL veteran player, died by suicide in 
2015 and Kelli argued in a lawsuit filed in 2019 in U.S. federal court in 
California that the league used Todd to wrongly cloud the science over 
brain trauma, and profited off his fighting ability while never warning him 
of the dangers of repeated concussions. The NHL sought intimate details 
of the couple's relationship. 

But after settling the litigation in May – terms of the settlement are 
confidential – Ewen says she’s shifting her attention to a positive mission. 
She wants to become an advocate for the wives and partners of other 
active and retired NHL players who are beginning to show signs of 
neurological damage. 

“I understand what these wives are going through, and I have to try and 
help,” Ewen said in a phone interview with TSN. “The biggest thing they 
need to know is it’s not their husbands’ fault, it’s not something he’s in 
control of. He’s not trying to do something horrible to you. His brain is 
damaged. If you know he’s not intentionally trying to do this, maybe it can 
help you get alongside him and walk with him in this journey, not battle 
with him so much as try to help find some answers.” 
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Ewen says she’s looking into starting her own non-profit organization to 
support the families of former NHL players. She’s also discussed with the 
NHL Alumni Association ways that it can build better awareness of 
programs designed to help players and their families who are struggling. 

“There are funds and transition programs to help, but very few players 
and even fewer wives know about them,” Ewen said. “I was not able to 
help Todd or fix what was wrong with his brain and I didn‘t understand 
why he was acting the way he was. He would get angry over the smallest 
things. I would wake up and not know who I was getting – the sad Todd, 
the mad Todd, the resentful Todd. I suffered domestic abuse. There were 
days he laid his hands on me. Some days I felt like I was losing my mind. 
It was like Todd was so angry with himself that he was taking it out on 
me.” 

Primarily an enforcer with the St. Louis Blues, Montreal Canadiens, 
Mighty Ducks of Anaheim and San Jose Sharks, Todd Ewen fought his 
way through a dozen NHL seasons, battling depression, anxiety and 
memory loss for the final 20 years of his life. 

Ewen recently staged a fundraiser on Facebook and raised $6,000 for 
the Concussion Legacy Foundation in Boston, which studies neurological 
diseases including chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or CTE, with which 
Todd was posthumously diagnosed. She also plans to host a golf 
tournament in September 2022 to support the foundation. 

Ewen said she’s encouraged by her discussions with the NHL Alumni 
Association, whose membership includes 3,800 former players. 

With funding from the cannabis company Canopy, the association said it 
has been building an online platform called The Locker Room for 
members to better connect online. Members can upload their personal 
medical files to secure cloud storage for doctors to review and can review 
options available for medical services. 

More than 75 players are now using the platform and there are plans for 
players’ wives to have their own Locker Room accounts, alumni 
association president Glen Healy said. 

“I don’t care if you’re divorced or not, you are part of our family,” Healy 
said. 

Data collected via the Locker Room app may be used to conduct a 
clinical study exploring the mental and physical health of former NHL 
players, he said. 

Wendy McCreary, senior director of the alumni association’s transition 
program, said she can envision Ewen playing a leadership role with the 
wives of former players, perhaps during the monthly video conference 
calls the association began hosting in September. 

Those calls have covered topics such as mental wellness during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, in addition to real estate, trust and taxation issues.  

Brijet Whitney, whose husband Ray played 22 seasons in the NHL, and 
Kodette LaBarbera, whose husband Jason played parts of 11 NHL 
seasons, hosted an alumni association call in March, sharing their 
experiences as wives moving their families between NHL cities during 
their playing careers, and then transitioning into retirement. 

“Kelli wants to leave a legacy for Todd and that’s noble of her,” McCreary 
said. “She wants wives and players to be aware if they are having issues 
or any emotional barriers to reach out and ask for help and not internalize 
it.” 

Ewen said she wants to affect positive change after her last years of 
married life were spent living in fear and confusion. 

She also wants to help the families of players better understand what 
CTE is, and that depression, changes in behaviour, mood swings and 
forgetfulness are symptoms of the neurological disease. 

“If only Todd had known that he had CTE, and that it was a degenerative 
brain disease that researchers are working on, to detect it in the living 
and eventually treat it in the living, if he had that explanation and hope, I 

believe he’d be alive today," she said. "I don’t want anyone else to have 
to be in the position I have been in.” 
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USA TODAY / Montreal Canadiens win in overtime to force Game 5 in 
Stanley Cup Final vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Montreal Canadiens mixed up their lineup Monday night and staved 
off elimination against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Trailing 3-0 in the best-of-seven Stanley Cup Final, Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme added three players, subtracted three and shuffled 
the top three lines. 

The result: The Canadiens scored first for the first time in the series. Josh 
Anderson, who was moved in the line shuffles, scored twice, including in 
overtime, for a 3-2 Montreal victory in Game 4. 

“We didn’t want to end it tonight in front of our fans," Anderson said. "We 
expected to go to Tampa tomorrow. I think everybody in that locker room 
did, and we packed our bags this afternoon. We just had that feeling that 
we were going to win tonight.” 

The Lightning, seeking back-to-back championships, fell to 0-5 this 
postseason when yielding the first goal and are 3-3 in potential clinching 
games. They will try to secure the third Stanley Cup in franchise history 
at home Wednesday night. 

A look at Game 4: 

Lineup changes pay off 

The new Montreal faces in the lineup were forward Jake Evans, and 
defensemen Alexander Romanov and Brett Kulak. Sitting out were 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and defensemen Erik Gustafsson and Jon 
Merrill. 

The Canadiens needed some time to get the offense going, but one of 
the new-look lines scored in the first period when Nick Suzuki set up 
Anderson. 

Usually, Tyler Toffoli would be on at that line, but he was moved to a line 
with Brendan Gallagher and Phillip Danault. 

Romanov's third-period goal, which put Montreal ahead 2-1, was on a 
shot from the point. He was making his third playoff appearance. 

Evans, who had played only one game since leaving the second round 
on a stretcher, drew the assist. 

Anderson scored again at 3:57 of overtime, diving to knock the puck past 
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

It was his second overtime goal this postseason after he beat the Vegas 
Golden Knights last round in Game 3. 

The Canadiens are 6-1 in overtime in the playoffs. 

Big penalty kill 

The Canadiens had to kill off a high-sticking double minor penalty to 
captain Shea Weber that spanned the end of regulation and start of 
overtime. 

"We weren't going to lose this game on a penalty to our captain," 
Ducharme said. "I was convinced that our players would kill it off. It 
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shows the character of our group. We wanted to do everything we could 
to kill the penalty for our captain." 

The Lightning went 0-for-5 on the power play. Canadiens goalie Carey 
Price played a big role, stopped nine shots while his team was short-
handed. Montreal's penalty-killing efficiency is 91.4% in the postseason. 

"They're a good PK," Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman said. "That's 
one of the big reasons, I think, they're here. ... We'll look at the tape once 
again and get better and make sure our power play gets going next 
game." 

Lightning rally twice 

Tampa Bay had never trailed in the Stanley Cup Final until Monday. 

But it rallied twice from one-goal deficits to tie the game and force 
overtime. 

Barclay Goodrow scored in the second period off a nice feed from 
pinching defenseman Ryan McDonagh. 

Patrick Maroon, who is trying to win a third consecutive Stanley Cup title, 
tied the game in the third period. 

Goodrow's goal ended a 14-game drought. Maroon's goal was his 
second in 22 playoff games this season. 

The Lightning hit several posts during the game. 

"No hanging our heads," Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. "I like a lot of 
things we did tonight." 

What awaits Montreal 

The odds are still long for the Canadiens. Only four NHL teams have a 
won a series after losing the first three games. The 1942 Toronto Maple 
Leafs are the only team to rally in the Stanley Cup Final. 

But for the moment, the Canadiens avoided having the Lightning join the 
1989 Calgary Flames as the only team to celebrate the Stanley Cup on 
Montreal home ice. 

"We got through tonight," Gallagher said. "We really can’t afford to enjoy 
it too long. Move on to the next one and do the same thing. We’ve just 
kind of accepted the fact it’s never going to be easy." 

Notes 

A moment of silence held before the game for goaltender Matiss 
Kivlenieks, 24, who died from chest trauma during a fireworks accident. 
He had played eight games over the past two seasons with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. ... Injured Lightning forward Alex Killorn took 
part in warmups but didn't play for the third consecutive game. 
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USA TODAY / Blue Jackets goalie Matiss Kivlenieks dies at 24 after 
'tragic accident' with fireworks 

 

Lorenzo Reyes 

 

The findings of a preliminary autopsy on former Columbus Blue Jackets 
goaltender Matiss Kivlenieks indicated Monday that he died Sunday of 
chest trauma from an errant fireworks blast. Kivlenieks was 24. 

Earlier on Monday, the Blue Jackets announced Kivlenieks' death in a 
"tragic accident." 

The Oakland County (Michigan) Medical Examiner’s office listed the 
official cause of death in the preliminary autopsy as "fireworks mortar 
blast, chest trauma." 

Police in Novi, Michigan, said a mortar-style firework tilted slightly and 
started to fire toward people nearby Sunday night. Kivlenieks was in a 
hot tub and tried to get clear with several other people, police Lt. Jason 
Meier said. Originally police said the young Latvian slipped and hit his 
head on concrete, with the team saying Kivlenieks' death resulting from 
an apparent head injury in a fall. 

The fire department and EMTs got to the private home shortly after 10 
p.m. and took him to a local hospital, where he was pronounced dead, 
Meier said.. 

"We are shocked and saddened by the loss of Matiss Kivlenieks, and we 
extend our deepest sympathies to his mother, Astrida, his family and 
friends during this devastating time," Blue Jackets president of hockey 
operations John Davidson said in a statement. "Kivi was an outstanding 
young man who greeted every day and everyone with a smile and the 
impact he had during his four years with our organization will not be 
forgotten." 

Kivlenieks joined the Blue Jackets organization in May 2017 after he 
signed as a free agent. In his eight career games with Columbus, he 
went 2-2-2 with a 3.09 goals-against average and a .899 save 
percentage. 

Kivlenieks also played for the club's American Hockey League affiliate, 
the Cleveland Monsters. While there, he went 33-35-9, with a 3.31 GAA 
and .896 SV% in 85 career games. He had three shutuots. 

Kivlenieks also suited up for his native Latvia in several international 
tournaments. 

Contributing: The Associated Press 
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USA TODAY / Tampa mayor hopes Lightning lose Game 4 against 
Canadiens, win Stanley Cup at home 

 

Scooby Axson 

 

Tampa mayor Jane Castor says the Tampa Bay Lightning, who are on 
the verge on clinching their second consecutive Stanley Cup, should let 
the Montreal Canadiens win Game 4 in Canada so the defending 
champs can win it all at home and celebrate in front of fans. 

Game 4 is Monday night in Montreal. The Lightning have commanding 3-
0 lead and have not trailed in the series. 

"What we would like is for the Lightning to take it a little bit easy, to give 
the Canadiens just the smallest break, allow them to win one at home, 
and then bring it back to the Amalie Arena for the final and the winning of 
the Stanley Cup," Castor said. "We don't want to get ahead of ourselves. 
But they are playing some amazing, amazing hockey." 

Winning the Cup as soon as possible might be extra motivation for the 
Lightning. Although extremely rare, teams in the NHL have come back 
from 3-0 playoff deficits, the last time being in the 2014 Western 
Conference First Round, when the Los Angeles Kings eliminated the San 
Jose Sharks. 

The last time in happened in the Stanley Cup Finals was in 1942 when 
the Detroit Red Wings blew a series lead against Toronto Maple Leafs. 
Five other NHL teams down 3-0 have rallied back to force a Game 7. 
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