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Carolina Hurricanes swap goalies with Detroit Red Wings in trade  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes will have a new goaltending look 
next season. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, who stepped forward as a rookie last 
season and became a Calder Trophy finalist for the Canes, 
has been traded to the Detroit Red Wings, the team 
announced Thursday. Nedeljkovic has been given a two-year 
contract by the Wings that will pay him $3 million a season. 

In return, the Red Wings sent the rights to veteran goalie 
Jonathan Bernier and a third-round 2021 draft pick to the 
Hurricanes. 

Bernier is due to become an unrestricted free agent July 28 
when NHL free agency begins. He carried a $3 million cap 
hit the past three seasons. 

Bernier, 32, was 9-11-1 with the Red Wings in the 2020-21 
season, with a 2.99 goals-against average and .914 save 
percentage. A veteran of 394 NHL games, he has a career 
record of 161-159-39, with a 2.77 GAA and .913 save 
percentage. 

Nedeljkovic, 25, went from the waiver wire to having a 
breakout season in 2020-21. He started 23 games, closed 
15-5-3, with a 1.90 GAA and .932 save percentage. In 

addition to being one of three Calder Trophy finalists, he was 
named to the NHL All-Rookie team. 

Nedeljkovic, a second-round draft pick by Carolina in 2014, 
also played enough games to qualify as a restricted free 
agent. He has arbitration rights, assuring a sizable salary 
bump from the $750,000 salary he had in 2020-21. 

Canes goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer also will 
become UFAs on July 28. 

The Hurricanes reached the Stanley Cup playoffs in 2018-19 
with Mrazek and Curtis McElhinney sharing the net, then had 
Mrazek and Reimer in net during the 2019-20 season. 
Mrazek missed a big chunk of the 2020-21 season after 
thumb surgery, allowing Nedeljkovic the opportunity to jump 
in net and build up starts. 

Bernier, who won a Stanley Cup in 2012 with the Los 
Angeles Kings, beat the Canes three times in the condensed 
2020-21 season. The third win came on a 38-save 
performance April 12 in a 3-1 victory at PNC Arena in which 
he was named the game’s first star. 

Bernier had a career-high 50 saves on April 24 against the 
Dallas Stars, the first 50-save game for a Detroit goalie since 
Jimmy Howard in January 2010.
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Hurricanes’ goalie trade speaks loudly: Team thinks it can do better in net than Ned  

By Luke DeCock  

The confusing part about Alex Nedeljkovic’s sudden 
departure isn’t that the Carolina Hurricanes ended up trading 
him — an uncertain arbitration was always hanging out there 
like a dark cloud on the horizon — but that he ended up 
signing a new contract elsewhere that seems like it would 
have made a bunch of sense here. 

There’s an abruptness to this that makes it all the more 
jarring. Fans were just getting to know Nedeljkovic, still 
celebrating his season ... and now he’s wearing a different 
red-and-white uniform. 

It’s never easy to see a fan favorite traded, especially when 
it’s a homegrown goalie who finally seemed to figure things 
out and ended up an unlikely Calder Trophy finalist at age 
25. But that cuts both ways, and Nedeljkovic’s track record 
and untimely playoff gaffes clearly pushed hard on the other 
side of the ledger. 

Unable to agree on a new contract with Nedeljkovic, and 
unwilling to risk paying out a lottery ticket in arbitration — the 
Hurricanes were burned two summers ago by another goalie 
with a short resume when Anton Forsberg was awarded a 
one-way contract, a waste of $775,000 on a minor-league 
goalie — the Hurricanes traded Nedeljkovic to the Detroit 
Red Wings on Wednesday for a third-round pick and the 
rights to unrestricted free agent goalie Jonathan Bernier. 

That part actually makes sense. If you think Nedeljkovic’s 
year was at least partially a fluke, as the Hurricanes clearly 
do, their actions speaking louder than any words here, then 
you essentially got something for next to nothing. After all, 
the Hurricanes were willing to lose Nedeljkovic for absolutely 
nothing when they put him on waivers in January. There’s 
some history here that weighs heavy on both sides, and 
perhaps not as much loyalty in either direction as there might 
otherwise be. Perhaps. 

But to see Nedeljkovic turn around and sign with the Red 
Wings for two years at $3 million per year, that’s a contract 
that even under these extenuating circumstances seems like 
it would have made a lot of sense here, a gamble worth 
taking on Nedeljkovic’s future even given his past. 

That part is harder to process. 

Still, it’s not a case of being cheap, as the Hurricanes are 
often portrayed. It’s entirely a value judgment. It’s not that the 
Hurricanes aren’t going to spend the money. They’re going 
to spend millions on goalies either way. They just would 
rather spend it on two goalies who aren’t Nedeljkovic, which 
again feels a bit jarring after watching him blossom this 
season. 

Only time will tell on that, whether the Hurricanes sold high 
on a flash in the pan or let a potential No. 1 or No. 1A goalie 
walk. Not everything in hockey — or in sports — is 
immediately right or wrong. This is going to have to play out 
over a period of years, and if there are better options out 
there, we’ll see in the upcoming days and weeks if the 
Hurricanes can land them.  

This trade was not made in a vacuum; it can only be viewed 
through the longer lens of the entire goaltending situation as 
a whole. 

Which also happens to be the single most crucial decision 
the Hurricanes will make this summer, dwarfing even the 
Dougie Hamilton situation in importance. The Hurricanes 
have a week to negotiate with Bernier if he’s truly of interest 
to them. Petr Mrazek is still out there, and he and the 
Hurricanes have danced with other partners before only to 
end up back together. 

Whether it’s two new faces or one in net, the Hurricanes’ 
perpetual search for answers in goal continues. Ned was an 
option. Now he’s not.
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Hurricanes to open the 2021-22 season with home game against Islanders  

By Chip Alexander  

It’s back to Metropolitan Division and back to an 82-game 
regular season — hopefully — for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The NHL announced the 2021-22 schedule Thursday night 
during ESPN’s “SportsCenter.” The Canes will open the 
regular season at home on Thursday, Oct. 14, against the 
New York Islanders — the same day the N.C. State Fair 
opens.  

There will be no long homestand for the Canes this season. 
There will be four sets of four home games, the first from 
Oct. 25-31. 

The Canes were knocked out of the 2021 Stanley Cup 
playoffs by the Tampa Bay Lightning, which then made it 
back-to-back Cup titles. The two teams will face off three 
times this season — playing in Tampa on Nov. 9 and March 
29, and the Canes hosting the Lightning once on March 22. 

The Canes will make a November trip to Seattle to face the 
Kraken, the NHL’s newly minted team. After the Nov. 24 
game, the Kraken, who will be in the Pacific Division, will 
come to PNC Arena for the first time on March 6. 

The schedule will have a prolonged break in February. The 
NHL All-Star Weekend will be held Feb. 4-5 in Las Vegas, 
followed by an Olympic break from Feb. 7-22. 

Talk about time off. The Canes will play Jan. 30 against San 
Jose at PNC Arena. Their next game after the All-

Star/Olympics break: Feb. 25 against Columbus at PNC 
Arena. 

The NHL, with continuing concerns about the pandemic, 
played a 56-game regular-season schedule in 2020-22. The 
Canes were placed in the new Central Division and claimed 
the divisional title, their first since 2006, in finishing with a 36-
12-8 record and 80 points. 

But it’s back to the Metro. It’s back to playing the Washington 
Capitals, Pittsburgh Penguins and others in the division. It’s 
also back to lining up games against every team in the 
league after being confined to playing only divisional 
opponents last season. 

While coaches and players appeared to enjoy one facet of 
the 2020-21 schedule, playing several two-game sets 
against teams on the road, that will not be continued.  

The Canes, however, will play 14 sets of traditional back-to-
back games — the first set Oct. 28-29 against Boston and 
Chicago at PNC Arena. 

If the Canes are contending for a playoff spot late in the 
season, the schedule might not be favorable. Carolina plays 
four the last five games — and six of the last eight — on the 
road, ending the regular season in Pittsburgh on April 29. 

The Canes earlier announced a four-game preseason 
schedule, playing two games each against the Lightning and 
Nashville Predators.
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NHL trade grades: Red Wings take a chance on Alex Nedeljkovic, Hurricanes get little in 
return 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille 

The Trade 

Red Wings get: goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Hurricanes get: goalie Jonathan Bernier and a third-round 
pick in 2021. 

The Grades 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Goalies. Can’t live with ’em, can’t live 
without ’em. They are by far the hardest position to evaluate 
and that makes analyzing any deal including them tricky. 
Carolina knows this well and for a long time has struggled to 
get capable goaltending. That changed this year and it 
changed mostly because of Alex Nedeljkovic, the team’s 
playoff starter and league leader in save percentage. Prior to 
the season starting, he was available on waivers for free to 
anybody that wanted him and passed through. After just 23 
games there are zero certainties between those two 
extremes. 

Perhaps that’s why Carolina didn’t want to pay up, but it’s 
hard to see this making sense for a goalie who ranked third 
in goals saved above expected this year behind only Marc-
Andre Fleury and Connor Hellebuyck with 13. By GSVA, 
Nedeljkovic’s rating is exorbitantly high at 2.5 wins per 50 
starts – and that’s after a heavy dose of regression – which 
makes giving him up for a third and the rights to Jonathan 
Bernier very strange. I understand the trepidation given the 
uncertainty as there is still a real chance what we saw from 
Nedeljkovic was a fluke (or driven by the team in front of him 
in a way public models don’t see), but the asking price didn’t 
seem that high. Nedeljkovic has signed with the Red Wings 
for just $3 million per on a two-year deal which has high 
potential to be a bargain. 

For Detroit, the Red Wings have the cap space to take the 
risk on a guy who showed last year he has a very high 
ceiling. They have the cap space to take a chance on him 
continuing at that level and paid extremely little to make it 
happen. He’s a clear upgrade over Bernier if he can keep up 
his play and that makes Detroit a better team than it was 
yesterday, ready to start climbing out of the basement. With 
his age and what he’s shown, Nedeljkovic is a potentially 
strong starting goaltender, and that’s a slam dunk for the 
Red Wings. 

Hurricanes grade: C- 
Red Wings grade: A 

Sean Gentille: We’ll start with the half of the deal that makes 
obvious sense. The Red Wings needed a goalie. Not even a 
good one, necessarily, just someone who could be counted 
on to make actual starts. Last season, Bernier and Thomas 
Greiss split time. Both were competent. Both are also in their 
30s and Bernier is about to hit free agency. That represents 
a short-term need, even for a rebuilding team. Nedeljkovic 
(25 years old, .932 save percentage) checks that box. He 
also, by virtue of the two-year, $3 million AAV deal he signed 
with the Red Wings shortly after the deal, carries the 
potential for more. Is the sample size huge? Nope. But 
there’s a chance Nedelkovic is an actual long-term answer 
for a team that isn’t particularly concerned about standings 
points in 2022. Throw in the low-risk cost and the fact that 
the organizational goalie pipeline is, as Max Bultman put it 
“highly uncertain,” and this looks good for Detroit. 

On the Carolina end … huh. Here’s where it makes some 
sense: Could Nedeljkovic, had he headed to arbitration, 
wound up with, say, a $5.5 million award? That would’ve 
kneecapped some of Carolina’s offseason plans. Cap 
flexibility counts for something. Also, before his star turn in 
the spring, Nedeljkovic was a career .904 AHL goalie who’d 
just passed through waivers. They weren’t fully sold on him. 
That’s not unreasonable. 

Still, the deal Nedeljkovic immediately signed with the Red 
Wings is eminently reasonable — and he was a major 
reason the Hurricanes took a jump forward in 2021. Worrying 
about a $5.5 cap hit makes sense. Worrying about a $3 
million hit, less so. That’s what Nedeljkovic wound up 
accepting from a terrible team he’s never played for. The 
path to an extension was clear. 

Beyond that — and this is the portion the fanbase seems 
primed to freak out about — one of the best teams in the 
Eastern Conference currently has no NHL goalies under 
contract. Bernier is a UFA. Petr Mrazek is as well. James 
Reimer, part of the rotation in Carolina in recent seasons? 
Yep, him too. And they just sent out a young, productive fan 
favorite over a couple million dollars per season. If the end 
result here is the Canes bringing back Mrazek (who has 
been quite good when healthy over the last three years) and 
doing work elsewhere (as we all glance in Dougie Hamilton’s 
direction), it’ll all come out in the wash. It’s far too early to 
assume that, though, and far easier to imagine the game of 
goalie musical chairs ending with the Hurricanes on their 
feet. 

Hurricanes grade: D+ 
Red Wings grade: A
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‘We aren’t trying to save money’: Why the Hurricanes traded Alex Nedeljkovic and what 
their new plan is in net 

By Sara Civian 

The previously quiet Carolina Hurricanes made their first 
splash of the offseason less than an hour after the 
expansion-draft roster freeze was lifted Thursday, and it was 
a move that had many in the hockey world scratching their 
heads. 

The Canes sent homegrown Calder finalist Alex Nedeljkovic, 
a 25-year-old restricted free agent and their one-time “goalie 
of the future,” to the Detroit Red Wings for the negotiating 
rights to 32-year-old unrestricted free agent goalie Jonathan 
Bernier and the 94th pick in this year’s draft. 

The Red Wings, a team in need of a future of their own in 
net, turned around and immediately signed Nedeljkovic for 
$3 million over two years. 

On the surface, it’s a head-scratcher. It seemed like 
Nedeljkovic had finally turned a corner for the team that 
drafted him in the second round in 2014, posting a league-
best goals-against average (1.90) and save percentage 
(.932) after being placed on waivers early in the 2020-21 
season. 

So what’s behind the move? Three factors turned what 
looked like a no-brainer re-signing into a farewell: 

1. Arbitration could have gotten weird 

Nedeljkovic was in a unique situation as a 25-year-old 
pending RFA goalie with only so many NHL games under his 
belt. The way he swooped in during Petr Mrazek’s injury and 
excelled had potentially earned him a big payday. He was 
arbitration-eligible and asking for a contract with a $3.5 
million average annual value. That was already high from the 
Hurricanes’ perspective, and if they went to arbitration, there 
was some risk of the salary being set even higher. 

The lack of comparables to point to — goaltenders who had 
made it to the NHL on similar paths — made it hard to 
predict the outcome. 

“We tried to get a contract done with Ned, and we couldn’t 
get one done. The agent was playing very hard,” Hurricanes 
GM Don Waddell said in an exclusive interview with The 
Athletic on Thursday. “He’s got an arbitration case that 
(could have paid him) somewhere around $3, $4, $5 million. 

“He could get something done in Detroit, and we just made a 
decision that we weren’t going to go to arbitration. We love 
Ned. He played well for us. But it’s hard to have that kind of 
money in a cap world. We made an organizational decision 
that we were going in a different direction.” 

But why couldn’t the Hurricanes have avoided arbitration by 
just paying the $3.5 million he was seeking? 

2. Committed to winning now 

While Nedeljkovic has tons of potential and is coming off a 
great season, the Canes weren’t ready to take a big-money 
chance on a player with a relatively small sample of success. 

Let’s remember that Nedeljkovic has only played 29 regular-
season NHL games. Yes, he has a .928 save percentage 
over that span and was in the top five in goals saved above 
expectation this past season, but he also has a .904 save 
percentage across a concerning larger sample: 154 games 
in the AHL. And in his only NHL season with more than one 
game played before 2020-21, he had an .887 save 
percentage and 3.05 GAA. 

I expect Nedeljkovic to enjoy a long NHL career, but these 
next two years are huge for the Canes in their Cup-
contending window, and Waddell says the Hurricanes are 
going to spend but need to spend wisely. 

“You probably can’t have two goalies at $3.5 to $4 million. 
You gotta pay one, then one hopefully on the lesser side,” he 
said. “And here’s the thing: We aren’t trying to save money 
— we’re trying to save cap space. That’s the whole idea. 

“We’re fortunate to have (owner) Tom (Dundon), who is 
willing to go to the cap, but now we have to manage the cap 
and make the right decisions with the money we have.” 

Waddell also confirmed that the Hurricanes are still talking to 
UFA Dougie Hamilton and looking to potentially re-sign him. 
That and the need to re-sign RFA Andrei Svechnikov play a 
part in saving cap space where they can. 

And could Bernier be the answer for the cheaper No. 2 
they’re looking for? 

“We’re going to talk to him, for sure,” Waddell said. “We’ll 
see where he’s at and take it from there. It’s an option.” 

3. But what about No. 1? 

You have every right to think, “I’ll believe it when I see it,” 
here, but Waddell told me the Hurricanes are actually looking 
to make a bigger splash in net. 

“I think we’re looking more toward the veteran side of things,” 
he said. “We’re in a win-now mode, and having a veteran 
goalie makes the most sense for our franchise right now. So 
hopefully that’s the direction we end up in.” 

Who might that mean they’re targeting? The Canes will 
obviously weigh their options with their own UFA Mrazek, 
and don’t rule out a trade acquisition. But the current UFA 
goalie market is interesting. Names like Antti Raanta, 
Frederik Andersen and Jaroslav Halak are all out there and 
could see Carolina as a good fit. 

“We’ve got some things going on, obviously, but at the end of 
the day, I think we’re a destination place,” Waddell said. 
“We’ve got a good defense and an open net. I think we’ve 
got a spot that’s pretty appealing to a lot of guys.”
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Hurricanes deal goalie Nedeljkovic to Red Wings 

By Cory Lavalette 

Let the real craziness begin. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, facing an arbitration battle with 
goalie Alex Nedeljkovic or letting him enter free agenct, 
decided to cut bait on their Calder Trophy finalist, trading the 
25-year-old former second-round pick to Detroit in exchange 
for the negotiating rights to pending unrestricted free agent 
goalie Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick (94th overall) 
in this year’s draft. 

Nedeljkovic quickly agreed to a two-year contract with the 
Red Wings with an annual average value of $3 million. 

The trade means Carolina has three unrestricted free agent 
goalies — Bernier, Petr Mrazek and James Reimer — with 
whom they can negotiate heading into the opening of free 
agency on July 28. The team can also explore the free agent 
market and trades this offseason to shore up their sudden 
empty-net syndrome. 

The Hurricanes have long-wavered on Nedeljkovic’s 
prospects as an NHL starter, even putting him on waivers in 

January. The rest of the league passed on the one-time AHL 
goalie of the year then, and Nedeljkovic seemed to prove his 
doubters wrong with a 15-5-3 record and an impressive .932 
save percentage and 1.90 goals-against average. He was 
named a finalist for the Calder Trophy as the NHL’s top 
rookie, finishing third in voting. 

Those numbers also lined up Nedeljkovic for a good pay day 
as a restricted free agent, putting him in line to potentially get 
an annual salary of $4 million or more. 

DailyFaceoff.com’s Frank Seravalli reported Nedeljkovic’s 
agent was asking for a $3.5 million AAV from the Hurricanes, 
but the goalie agreed to less after being dealt to the Red 
Wings. 

Either way, the Hurricanes didn’t seem interested in 
Nedeljkovic at anything close to that price tag — sticking with 
the belief that Nedeljkovic won’t be a top-tier goalie over the 
long haul. 

Time will tell who was right.

 

NHL, Hurricanes release 2021-22 schedule, includes 3-week break 

The league will be off from Feb. 1-22 

By Cory Lavalette 

The NHL released the 2021-22 regular reason schedule, a 
slate that includes a three-week break for the All-Star Game 
and Winter Olympics, and a return to the league’s 82-game 
schedule. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will open their season Oct. 14 at 
PNC Arena when they host the New York Islanders in both 
teams’ return to the Metropolitan Division. 

The Hurricanes have four four-game home stands next 
season — the longest coming from Jan. 29 to Feb. 27, with 
two games on each side of the NHL’s Feb. 1-22 sabbatical 
for All-Star Weekend and the 2022 Beijing Games. 

Carolina has a season-long six-game road trip in November 
that includes the team’s first trip to Seattle to face the 
Kraken. In all, 10 of the Hurricanes’ 13 games in November 
will be away from Raleigh. The team’s busiest month is 

March when they will play 16 games, including a season-
high nine at home. 

The Hurricanes have 14 sets of back-to-backs, including an 
April 28 home game with the Devils followed the next day by 
a season-ending trip to Pittsburgh. 

Carolina has 24 of their 41 home games on Friday through 
Sunday with eight on each of those days. The Hurricanes 
play two homes games on Mondays, two on Tuesdays and 
13 on Thursdays. Carolina does not play at home on a 
Wednesday, but do play twice on Hump Day on the road — 
both in November. 

The two-time Stanley Cup champion Lightning will visit PNC 
Arena just once in 2021-22, on March 22. Carolina travels to 
Tampa Bay twice, on Nov. 9 and March 29. 

Recently traded Alex Nedeljkovic and the Detroit Red Wings 
will play in Raleigh on Dec. 16 and April 14.
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Canes swap goalies with Detroit, pick up draft pick 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Alex Nedeljkovic era is over for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

After riding the 25-year-old goalie to the second-round of the 
recent NHL playoffs, the Canes announced Thursday that 
they had traded him to the Detroit Red Wings for goalie 
Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick (94th overall) in the 
NHL Draft, set for Friday and Saturday. 

Nedeljkovic posted a 17-7-4 record, a 2.01 goals-against 
average, a .928 save percentage and three shutouts in 29 
games with Carolina, which drafted him in 2014. 

He was named to the NHL's All-Rookie team, but he's also a 
restricted free agent this summer, meaning Carolina would 
have to match any offers to retain him. 

Bernie, 32, posted a 9-11-1 record, a 2.99 goals-against 
average and a .914 save percentage in 24 games with 
Detroit in 2020-21. During his career, he has a 161-159-39 
record, a 2.77 goals-against average, a .913 save 
percentage and 18 shutouts in 394 games with Los Angeles, 
Toronto, Anaheim, Colorado and Detroit.

 

Gold: Canes trade Nedeljkovic to Detroit 

By Adam Gold 

So much for Alex Nedeljkovic being the answer to the 
goaltending questions for the Carolina Hurricanes.  

Last year’s rookie sensation, who -- by any statistical 
measure -- was among the top 5 or 6 goalies in the NHL a 
year ago, was traded Thursday. In fact, he finished third in 
rookie of the year voting based on a season in which he 
carried the Canes in the absence of former starter Petr 
Mrazek, even supplanting him as the starter entering the 
playoffs. Yet, Carolina sent Nedeljkovic to the Detroit Red 
Wings for the rights to 32-year old, unrestricted free agent 
goaltender Jonathan Bernier and a 3rd round pick in this 
weekend’s NHL Draft.  

This year, in 23 games, Nedeljkovic led the NHL in goals 
against average (1.90) and save percentage (.932), he was 
fourth in High Danger save percentage (.848) and posted a 
15-5-3 record with 3 shutouts in his first “full” season with the 
Canes. Those numbers didn’t hold up in the postseason, 
though it wouldn’t be fair to say that Ned was “bad” in the 
playoffs.  The real difference was that the bad goals that he 
avoided allowing during that 23-game stretch of the season 
ended up costing the Hurricanes against Nashville and 
Tampa Bay. 

The Hurricanes survived the Predators in the 1st round, 
although I’m not sure they played better as much as they 
were better than Nashville in that series. The mistakes 
against the Lightning were deadly.  The Barclay Goodrow 
goal lost Game 1 and Nedeljkovic insisted that he should 
have handled the Alex Killorn point drive in Game 2. The 
Hurricanes held the Lightning to just 4 goals in the first two 
games, at PNC Arena, and were down 2-0 in the series. 

That brings us to this offseason, and a player who was an 
unrestricted free agent with arbitration rights and the 
Hurricanes were afraid that, based on Ned’s regular season 

performance, the award was going to be between $4-$5 
million. And, had this dragged out that long, the Canes would 
have simply walked away from the contract and lost 
Nedeljkovic for nothing. In this case, at least Carolina nets a 
3rd round pick from the Red Wings, though it was originally 
Vegas’ selection so it’s the 94th overall pick. 

The bottom line is that the Hurricanes, who viewed 
Nedeljkovic as more back up than starter material, would 
have been happy to keep him at a $2-2.5 million cap hit. 
Once they felt they wouldn’t be able to reach an agreement, 
and with the belief that the playoffs were more indicative of 
Nedeljkovic’s ability, the team executed the deal with the 
Red Wings.  

I think it’s no better than 50-50 that Bernier, who had a 
decent year for a horrible team, signs with the Hurricanes, 
but Carolina will have about a week to negotiate exclusively 
with his agent before moving on to other options. Those 
options, for the record, include Mrazek, who played very well 
when healthy this year. There is also interest in former 
Bruins goaltender Jaroslav Halak. But, it could be almost 
anyone in a flat cap, salary crunch, goalie-rich free agent 
market. 

For the record, I think Nedeljkovic would have been worth 
the 2-year, $6 million deal he signed with Detroit. I felt like 
his issues that surfaced in the playoffs, too often going to the 
poke check and biting at the first move on scoring chances 
around the net, were correctable.  But, what I think and what 
you think doesn’t matter. 

We won’t know who won this trade until we see what Ned 
becomes with the Red Wings. If Alex is a top 20 NHL goalie 
and Carolina doesn’t find someone better either through free 
agency or the trade market then the Hurricanes made the 
wrong decision.  In terms of public relations, this is a loss.  A 
franchise that has been seeking out a number one goalie for 
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the last decade -- at least one the fans don’t hate -- might 
have had one in their lap.   

And, not only do the Hurricanes need to replace him, they 
more than likely need to find two goalies who can backstop a 
fourth straight playoff run. Good luck. 

News and notes… 

The Seattle Kraken, under the direction of former Hurricanes 
star and General Manager Ron Francis, selected 23-year old 
forward Morgan Geekie in Wednesday’s expansion draft. 
Geekie, a 3rd round pick in the 2017 draft, Francis’ last for 
the Hurricanes, scored 3 goals and totaled 9 points in 36 
games this season and profiles as a bottom six forward who 
might be able to help on the power play.  

Geekie was just signed to a 1-year, 2-way contract as a 
restricted free agent, so Seattle has some flexibility with 
having to keep him on the NHL roster. 

Rumors have defenseman Jake Bean asking the Hurricanes 
for a trade and it’s hard to blame the 23-year old Calgary 
native for wanting a fresh start. Bean, the 2020 defenseman 
of the year in the American Hockey League, was left 

unprotected in the expansion draft.  As always pointed out, 
young defensemen often take longer to develop, so there’s 
still hope. But, finding a taker who will return something of 
value to the Canes is another matter when you consider that 
the man who drafted Bean 13th overall in 2016 could have 
had him for free and instead chose a player with less upside. 

I would imagine that we’re nearing decision time on Warren 
Foegele as well. I’m not certain where negotiations stand 
between the Hurricanes and the 6’3”, 200 lb Markham, 
Ontario native.  But, with Feoegel having arbitration rights, 
and the Canes having a number in mind that I’m guessing 
isn’t higher than $2.5 million per year, they would risk losing 
him for nothing if the award fell in the $3 million range and 
the team opted to walk away rather than overpay for a 
bottom six forward. 

As for other negotiations, there’s nothing to report on talks 
with forwards Andrei Svechnikov (RFA), Brock McGinn 
(UFA) or Jordan Martinook, nor Mrazek or fellow goalie 
James Reimer. But, with the draft this weekend and free 
agency hitting next week, things are bound to heat up.   

The Canes have a lot of work to do.
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Nedeljkovic traded to Red Wings by Hurricanes for Bernier 

Goalie agrees to two-year contract with Detroit; Carolina gets 
third-round pick in 2021 NHL Draft 

Alex Nedeljkovic was traded to the Detroit Red Wings by the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday for Jonathan Bernier. 

Carolina also received a third-round pick (No. 94) in the 2021 
NHL Draft. 

Nedeljkovic, a goalie who could have become a restricted 
free agent July 28, agreed to a two-year contract with Detroit. 
Financial terms were not disclosed. 

The 25-year-old was 15-5-3 with a 1.90 goals-against 
average and .932 save percentage in 23 games for the 
Hurricanes this season. Voted a finalist for the Calder Trophy 
as NHL rookie of the year, Nedeljkovic was first among 
goalies in GAA and save percentage (minimum 20 games) 
and tied for the rookie lead in shutouts (three) with Ilya 
Sorokin of the New York Islanders. 

"Obviously we have high hopes for Alex based on his 
performance this year in Carolina," Red Wings general 
manager Steve Yzerman said. "Younger guy with who we 
feel has a lot of upside. … He did very well this year. 
Everyone in our organization is familiar with him from his 
local ties, playing junior (with Plymouth of the Ontario 
Hockey League from 2012-15) and whatnot. We know his 
character, his work ethic, his competitiveness, and watching 
him play this year, we felt it was a good opportunity to get 
somewhat of a younger goaltender with still some upside and 
can help us win more games." 

Nedeljkovic allowed two goals or fewer in 16 of his 23 starts 
and helped the Hurricanes finish first in the eight-team 
Discover Central Division. He was 4-5 with a 2.17 GAA, .920 
save percentage and one shutout in nine Stanley Cup 

Playoff games, his only NHL playoff experience. The 
Hurricanes lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning in five games in 
the second round. 

Bernier, who will turn 33 on Aug. 7, can become an 
unrestricted free agent July 28. The goalie was 9-11-1 with a 
2.99 GAA and .914 save percentage in 24 games (23 starts) 
for the Red Wings this season. 

Detroit tied the Columbus Blue Jackets for seventh in the 
Central and has failed to qualify for the playoffs each of the 
past five seasons after making it 25 straight seasons. 

"For us, we had a decision to make," Yzerman said. "We had 
Jonathan Bernier obviously here, was a pending UFA, and 
then again, had some discussions with Carolina regarding 
Alex and for us again, it's a chance to get a younger 
goaltender. The kids that we have in our system are probably 
a ways off from playing in the NHL, and we thought this was 
a good, with Thomas Greiss under contract for one more 
season, try to bring in a younger goaltender that has some 
upside and that has potential to be our starter for a number 
of years. [Nedeljkovic is] relatively inexperienced at the NHL 
level, but we think he's got real good potential and has a 
chance to play for us for a number of years." 

Greiss was 8-15-8 with a 2.70 GAA and .912 save 
percentage in 34 games (29 starts) this season. 

Selected by the Los Angeles Kings in the first round (No. 11) 
of the 2006 NHL Draft, Bernier is 161-159-39 with a 2.77 
GAA, .913 save percentage and 18 shutouts in 394 regular-
season games (355 starts) with the Red Wings, Colorado 
Avalanche, Anaheim Ducks, Toronto Maple Leafs and Kings. 
He is 2-5 with a 3.35 GAA and .885 save percentage in nine 
playoff games (five starts) and won the Stanley Cup with Los 
Angeles in 2012.
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NHL roster freeze lifts, flat cap prompts money-saving moves 

By Stephen Whyno 

Carolina traded its playoff starting goaltender to Detroit to 
avoid arbitration. Philadelphia sent a high draft pick to 
Arizona to take on a pricey defenseman. The New York 
Rangers gave a back-to-back Stanley Cup winner a contract 
reigning champion Tampa Bay never could have afforded. 

The moves made Thursday when the NHL’s roster freeze for 
the Seattle expansion draft lifted were all consequences of 
the salary cap remaining flat at $81.5 million because of 
pandemic-related revenue losses. 

“It’s a tough environment out there right now,” Flyers general 
manager Chuck Fletcher said. “It’s tough to move money.” 

The Hurricanes dealt rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to the 
Red Wings for the No. 94 pick in the draft this weekend and 
the rights to pending free agent netminder Jonathan Bernier. 
Detroit signed Nedeljkovic to a $6 million, two-year contract 
— just under what the 25-year-old might have been awarded 
in an arbitration hearing. 

“It’s very, very valuable to have cap space,” Red Wings 
general manager Steve Yzerman said. “Cap space gives you 
the opportunity to do things and go in a lot of different 
directions, whether it’s make trades to simply improve your 
team, sign free agents, or in this era bring on players and get 
assets from teams that need to create cap space.” 

Nedeljkovic, who had a 2.01 goals-against average and .928 
save percentage last season, gives the rebuilding Red Wings 
the young presence in goal they’ve been looking for. The 
Hurricanes can turn their attention to re-signing Petr Mrazek 
or finding help elsewhere. 

The Flyers can now go free agent shopping when the market 
opens next Wednesday after paying the price of 2022 

second- and seventh-round picks to dump defenseman 
Shayne Gostisbehere and his contract with the Coyotes. He 
counts $4.5 million against the cap for the next two seasons, 
which doesn’t work for Philadelphia after acquiring top-
pairing defender Ryan Ellis from Nashville. 

“Our reality was pretty simple,” Fletcher said. “We made the 
move we had to make.” 

Gostisbehere, 28, could turn into a useful asset for the 
Coyotes either at the 2021 or 2022 trade deadline. GM Bill 
Armstrong said Gostisbehere “will be a solid addition to our 
blueline this season and will be a key power-play player for 
us.”  

Forward Barclay Goodrow was a key penalty killer and 
grinder for Tampa Bay, playing a crucial role in winning back-
to-back championships. The cap-strapped Lightning last 
weekend traded his rights to the Rangers, who on Thursday 
agreed to terms with Goodrow on a $21.6 million, six-year 
deal.  

Among other moves, the Seattle Kraken traded forward Tyler 
Pitlick to Calgary for a 2022 fourth-round pick one day after 
taking Pitlick from the Coyotes in the expansion draft.  

Of course, the cap moves won’t end for a while. Pittsburgh 
all but gave forward Jared McCann away to Toronto last 
weekend while hoping to shed another contract in the 
expansion draft, and the Penguins became cap compliant 
when Seattle also took Brandon Tanev off their hands. 

“Cap space is really, really tough,” Fletcher said. “For the 
foreseeable future, the next two, three years, it’s not going to 
improve all that much and everybody’s pretty careful.”
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NHL mock draft 2021: Predicting what could -- and should -- happen for all 32 first-round 
picks 

By Greg Wyshynski  

Brent Flahr has seen his share of draft classes in his 20 
years in the NHL, and the Philadelphia Flyers' assistant 
general manager believes the 2021 edition is going to be a 
fascinating one. 

The draft lottery picks, for example, could prove totally 
unpredictable. 

"It's going to be a really interesting draft. The top eight or 
nine guys ... teams will have them in different order, but it's 
probably going to be the same names," he said. 

The rest of the draft could offer the same volatility. Because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, many junior hockey leagues 
played truncated schedules or, in the case of the Ontario 
Hockey League, not at all. Major tournaments like the 
Memorial Cup were postponed. In-person scouting and 
player evaluation were ongoing challenges. 

"What you're going to see is [the draft] to go all over the 
board. I think there are a number of players that media 
outlets have not seen a lot of. But teams have done their 
homework. You have some players that didn't even play this 
year. So you're going to see variances," Flahr said. 

So, in summary, it's all a mystery. But here's our attempt at 
solving it. Our 2021 NHL mock draft includes the players we 
expect to be selected in all 32 opening-night slots, as well as 
our own picks for each team in the first round. The picks 
were formulated through conversations around the league, 
industry consensus and our own projections. 

Here's how the first round could go down on Friday night. 
Watch it live at 8 p.m. ET on ESPN2. 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

What makes sense: Owen Power, D, Michigan (Big Ten) 

Power is the consensus No. 1 pick in this year's draft. He's 6-
foot-6, skates well and can move the puck. The projection is 
for Power to develop into a poor man's Victor Hedman. He 
might not be quite the power-play QB or elite shutdown 
defender the Lightning star has become, but a poor man's 
Hedman is still pretty rich. 

Our pick: Owen Power, D, Michigan (Big Ten) 

If this is indeed the end of the Jack Eichel era in Buffalo, they 
need to move on to the next thing. You can do a heck of a lot 
worse for a "next thing" than building around Power and 21-
year-old 2018 first-overall pick Rasmus Dahlin on the left 
side of your defense. 

2. Seattle Kraken 

What makes sense: Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan (Big Ten) 

Kraken coach Dave Hakstol told ESPN that GM Ron Francis 
likes players who remind him of the way he played. Being 
that Beniers is an offensively talented center, a shifty skater 
and a player whose game starts with how good he is in the 
defensive zone, it's hard to imagine Francis passes him up 
here. 

Our pick: Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan (Big Ten) 

This isn't Connor McDavid or Auston Matthews. This isn't 
necessarily that foundational center to build a franchise 
around, or one whose offensive upside really rocks your 
world. But he's the best two-way center in the draft and a 
great building block for the NHL's newest team. 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

What makes sense: Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton (WHL) 

Almost every mock draft forecasts the Ducks selecting this 
goal-scoring winger. Guenther had 12 goals in 12 games 
with the Oil Kings this season and then four more at the 
World Juniors. His shot is great, but his ability to find spaces 
to get that shot off is equally impressive. 

Our pick: Simon Edvinsson, D, Frolunda Jr. (Sweden Jr.) 

That awesome young defense corps the Ducks once 
boasted is a) not as awesome anymore and b) not as young 
anymore. With Trevor Zegras as the focal point of the next 
phase of Ducks hockey, the temptation is to add to the 
offense. But in the spirit of the NHL draft, in which raw talents 
are built into foundational players, give me the 6-foot-5 
Swede who might end up being the player Owen Power is 
projecting to become. 

4. New Jersey Devils 

What makes sense: Luke Hughes, D, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

You'd be hard-pressed to find a thirstier NHL prospect when 
it comes to the team he hopes drafts him. In stating brother 
Jack Hughes's desire to have him join the Devils, Hughes 
put over everything from the franchise to the rink to the fan 
base in pre-draft interviews. He basically did everything but 
recite the menu from Hobby's Delicatessen in Newark. 

Our pick: Luke Hughes, D, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Beyond uniting the Hughes brothers, Luke gives the Devils a 
dynamic puck-moving defenseman who has room to grow. 
And with the blueliner still at 17 years old, New Jersey will 
certainly let him percolate at Michigan for a bit. That said ... it 
brings two of the Hughes brothers, which means there's 
always outside chance Quinn Hughes will want to head to 
New Jersey and unite the Hockey Tri-Force. 
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5. Columbus Blue Jackets 

What makes sense: Simon Edvinsson, D, Frolunda Jr. 
(Sweden Jr.) 

Some parts of his skill set remain raw, and Edvinsson 
certainly needs more of an NHL body, but the Blue Jackets 
don't have anything in their pipeline among defensemen that 
rivals his abilities. That is especially important to note when 
Seth Jones has one skate out the door. 

Our pick: Mason McTavish, C, Peterborough (OHL) 

We love McTavish, and his draft stock has been climbing. 
There's a chance he doesn't make it past Columbus. 

6. Detroit Red Wings 

What makes sense: Mason McTavish, C, Peterborough 
(OHL) 

It's difficult to picture how GM Steve Yzerman would pass up 
the chance to draft a two-way center with tremendous 
hockey sense who loves to dig in around the crease to pop in 
pucks. He even played a few of games of pro hockey in the 
Swiss League last season. 

Our pick: Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea (Sweden) 

Back in 2012, Yzerman gazed upon his depth chart as 
general manager of the Lightning and didn't see the goalie of 
the future. So he drafted Andrei Vasilevskiy at 19th overall, 
based on a couple of seasons in Russian juniors. There's 
more proof of concept here with Wallstedt in international 
play and in one season in the Swedish Hockey League. As 
for Yzerman, with Keith Petruzzelli opting not to sign with the 
Red Wings, his pipeline doesn't contain that goalie of the 
future at the moment. 

7. San Jose Sharks 

What makes sense: William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden 
(Sweden) 

Frankly, it makes too much sense for the Sharks to select a 
goaltender here, given their organizational needs and 
Wallstedt and Sebastian Cossa likely being available. But 
Eklund is a high-end offensive talent with upside, and the 
Sharks don't have enough of that either. 

Our pick: Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton (WHL) 

There's every chance that with the Red Wings and Sharks 
picking we could see back-to-back goalie selections, which 
would be wild. Consider we haven't had two goalies go in the 
first round since 2012, with Vasilevskiy and Malcolm Subban. 
Since we have Wallstedt off the board, we'll go Cossa here. 
Hey, the Sharks have to be ready when Martin Jones comes 
off the books in [checks watch] three more years. 

8. Los Angeles Kings 

What makes sense: Brandt Clarke, D, Barrie (OHL) 

The Kings have an enviable collection of prospects, including 
last season's No. 2 overall pick Quinton Byfield. But they 
don't have a lot of defensemen among their blue-chippers. 
That's expected to change in this draft, and among the 
defensemen available, it's Clarke who is the most likely pick. 

Our pick: Brandt Clarke, D, Barrie (OHL) 

Given his hockey sense and offensive awareness, there 
have already been comparisons for Clarke to the kind of 
impact Adam Fox has had early in his NHL career. And that 
guy just won the Norris Trophy. 

9. Vancouver Canucks 

What makes sense: Kent Johnson, C, Michigan (Big Ten) 

The Canucks get an incredible skater and playmaker who 
very well could end up as the best of this Michigan draft 
class. He's also a North Vancouver native who left the British 
Columbia Hockey League for Michigan. 

Our pick: Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton (WHL) 

In our draft, Guenther is still on the board. It's entirely 
possible he doesn't take this tumble down the draft board, 
which we suspect is due to our expectation that some teams 
will draft for organizational need. But if he's here, it has to be 
Guenther. 

10. Ottawa Senators 

What makes sense: Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea (Sweden) 

Wallstedt and Cossa are the top two goalies in the draft. I'd 
lean Wallstedt, although it has been said that Cossa could 
have more upside. The Senators have actually taken a 
goalie in five of the past six drafts, including Mads Sogaard 
in the second round in 2019. But none are this kind of 
prospect. 

Our pick: William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden (Sweden) 

It would be a surprise if he drops this far, but there is a 
perception that Eklund could fall a bit if the top 10 plays out a 
certain way. Their loss is Ottawa's gain. 

11. Arizona Coyotes (Forfeited) 

What makes sense: To not violate the NHL's combine testing 
policy and lose your 2021 first-round draft pick, which is what 
happened to the Coyotes here. Moving on ... 

12. Chicago Blackhawks 

What makes sense: Chaz Lucius, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

There have been some reports that his stock had dropped, 
although TSN draft guru Bob McKenzie still has him in his 
top 10 prospects. Lucius is a goal scorer, a playmaker and a 
USA Hockey product, which is like catnip to GM Stan 
Bowman. 

Our pick: Kent Johnson, C, Michigan (Big Ten) 

There's no passing up a player with this amount of offensive 
upside if you're Chicago. 

13. Calgary Flames 

What makes sense: Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton (WHL) 

There are a few interesting options here, but none are more 
interesting than the possibility of selecting a franchise goalie. 
Cossa stands 6-foot-6 and has good agility in the crease. 

Our pick: Chaz Lucius, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 
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Assuming both goalies are off the board by the 13th pick, 
we'll go Lucius. He has great vision on the ice and 
playmaking ability, and the Flames would add a true center 
here. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers 

What makes sense: Matthew Coronato, RW, Chicago 
(USHL) 

He's Harvard bound, so the Flyers wouldn't get him 
immediately. But when they did, they'd be getting a gritty 
forward who had 48 goals in 51 games in the USHL last 
season. And if there's anything they love in Philly, it's Gritty. 

Our pick: Matthew Coronato, RW, Chicago (USHL) 

Coronato is the kind of player who seems to fit the world 
view of both the Flyers as an organization and of GM Chuck 
Fletcher as a talent evaluator. 

15. Dallas Stars 

What makes sense: Cole Sillinger, C, Sioux Falls (USHL) 

As the son of Mike Sillinger, we assume the Stars will be his 
first of many, many NHL teams. Kidding aside, the 18-year-
old has a terrific shot and plays an aggressive brand of 
offense. 

Our pick: Cole Sillinger, C, Sioux Falls (USHL) 

He might not necessarily end up on the middle in the NHL, 
but his shot and tenacity are going to transfer to the wing, 
too. 

16. New York Rangers 

What makes sense: Fyodor Svechkov, C, Togliatti (Russia 2) 

Svechkov posted some flashy offensive numbers in 
international play for Russia, including 10 points in seven 
games at the World Juniors. He has good ice vision and 
great offensive timing. One factor to keep in mind here is 
"The Russian Thing," aka being under contract in the KHL. 
But the Rangers can wait. 

Our pick: Fabian Lysell, RW, Lulea (Sweden) 

A Swedish Hockey League forward with terrific speed, great 
puckhandling skills and just enough questions about his 
maturity that he could slip down the first round? Don't let the 
Lias Andersson ordeal deter you, Rangers! Draft skill! 

17. St. Louis Blues 

What makes sense: Brennan Othmann, LW, Flint (OHL) 

Othmann plays with speed, loves to get on the forecheck and 
was an impressive member of the Canadian World Junior 
team this season. He played professionally in the Swiss 
League, too. At 18 years old, he could be a bit closer to the 
NHL than most picks in this neighborhood, which is good 
news for a win-now team like the Blues. 

Our pick: Fyodor Svechkov, C, Togliatti (Russia 2) 

He is a little less immediately available than Othmann but 
arguably the more talented player. The Blues don't exactly 
have a robust collection of centers in their pipeline and 
should probably remedy that. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

What makes sense: Carson Lambos, D, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Sure, there's some injury concern here, as the smooth-
skating and puck-possessing player was limited to two 
games this season with the WHL's Winnipeg Ice after 
suffering a leg injury. But he has gotten some Alex 
Pietrangelo comps, and that's significant. Just as significant: 
the need for the Jets to amass as many blueline prospects 
as possible. 

Our pick: Carson Lambos, D, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Good defensive prospect. Better Migos lyric. 

19. Nashville Predators 

What makes sense: Fabian Lysell, RW, Lulea (Sweden) 

GM David Poile has never shied away from players whose 
reputations have muddied the waters for others. Lysell has 
an elite shot -- as good as those of 2020 high draft picks 
Lucas Raymond and Alexander Holtz -- but there have been 
some attitudinal concerns about Lysell that seem to stem 
from immaturity. 

Our pick: Isak Rosen, RW, Leksand (Sweden) 

Rosen has great hockey sense born from a multigenerational 
hockey family in Sweden. His ability to shoot the puck at full 
stride has earned him Nikolaj Ehlers comparisons, and that's 
lofty praise indeed. 

20. Edmonton Oilers 

What makes sense: Isak Rosen, RW, Leksand (Sweden) 

The ability of Rosen to create offense in stride could 
eventually come in handy if he's skating with perhaps the 
greatest player in the modern NHL at creating offense at full 
velocity in Connor McDavid. 

Our pick: Nikita Chibrikov, RW, St. Petersburg (Russia) 

In typical NHL draft fashion, you're only as good as your last 
World Championship game against Canada. At the under-
18s, Chibrikov was invisible in the gold-medal game with 
zero points and two shots on goal after posting 13 points in 
six games. That sent his draft stock plunging, but the Oilers 
would be smart to snag him. 

21. Boston Bruins 

What makes sense: Corson Ceulemans, D, Brooks (AJHL) 

In five of his six drafts with the Bruins, GM Don Sweeney -- a 
former NHL defenseman -- has selected a blueliner with his 
first pick. That has led to a farm system lacking players with 
any offensive sizzle, but it's a tradition we see continuing 
here with Ceulemans, a 6-foot-2 University of Wisconsin 
commit who plays strong in his own end. 

Our pick: Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski (QMJHL) 

Again, we fully expect the Bruins will go defense here, as 
there aren't a ton of impact offensive skill guys this far down 
in the first round. But Bolduc does fit that bill. TSN has him 
as a top-20 prospect and the seventh-best center. 
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22. Minnesota Wild 

What makes sense: Aatu Raty, C, Karpat (Finland) 

It's difficult to remember this, but 'twas a time when Raty was 
in consideration for the first overall pick. Then he had a 
measly six points in 35 games while playing in Liiga, and his 
stock dropped like a stone in Lake Saimaa. 

Our pick: Aatu Raty, C, Karpat (Finland) 

The Wild need more high-end offensive talents in their 
system, especially at center. It's worth a shot here to see if 
they can build Raty back up. 

23. Detroit Red Wings (via WSH) 

What makes sense: Oskar Olausson, RW, HV71 (Sweden) 

Yzerman and the Red Wings can select a Swede, which is 
very much their aesthetic. Their top three picks from last 
season, along with eight total picks over the past two 
Yzerman draft classes, were from Sweden. Here, they get a 
player with a big shot and solid puck control skills. 

Our pick: Corson Ceulemans, D, Brooks (AJHL) 

This would be a solid addition to the defense corps of 
prospects the Red Wings are amassing. 

24. Florida Panthers 

What makes sense: Nikita Chibrikov, RW, St. Petersburg 
(Russia) 

It's entirely possible Chibrikov doesn't drop this far in the first 
round. But if he does, it's hard to imagine the Panthers 
passing up his offensive skill set. 

Our pick: Brennan Othmann, LW, Flint (OHL) 

Othmann would offer another scoring option on the left side 
for the Panthers here if they're not sold on Chibrikov. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets (via TOR) 

What makes sense: Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski (QMJHL) 

We'll assume the Jackets follow a defenseman taken in the 
lottery (Simon Edvinsson) with offense later in the round, if 
that's how it shakes out. Whether he ends up at center or on 
the wing in the NHL, Bolduc has a solid wrist shot in his 
offensive repertoire. His skating is a concern, however. 

Our pick: Francesco Pinelli, C, Kitchener (OHL) 

Pinelli is a smart two-way center, and this is a team that 
needs more of them in the pipeline. Hence, any of the pivots 
available are wise picks here. 

26. Minnesota Wild (via PIT) 

What makes sense: Logan Stankoven, C, Kamloops (WHL) 

Stankoven fits well with the kind of player the Wild like, as he 
skates hard while attacking the offensive zone but also takes 
care of business in his own end. He projects as a center, but 
at 5-foot-8, he could eventually slide to the wing. 

Our pick: Jack Peart, D, Grand Rapids (High MN) 

Peart was the winner of the 2021 Mr. Hockey Award, given 
to the outstanding senior high school boys' hockey player in 

the state of Minnesota. Hey, if Nick Bjugstad can go from the 
Mr. Hockey to the Wild, so can Peart. 

27. Carolina Hurricanes 

What makes sense: Samu Tuomaala, RW, Karpat Jr. 
(Finland Jr.) 

The Hurricanes have selected a forward with their first pick in 
four straight drafts, and it's hard to imagine that trend ends 
here, given the defensemen available at the tail end of the 
first round. Tuomaala, though, is a solid goal-scorer who 
might not make it this far. 

Our pick: Samu Tuomaala, RW, Karpat Jr. (Finland Jr.) 

Simply put, Tuomaala is a purely talented goal-scorer who 
had 11 points in seven games at the under-18 World 
Championship tournament. 

28. Colorado Avalanche 

What makes sense: Zachary L'Heureux, LW, Halifax 
(QMJHL) 

GM Joe Sakic would appreciate the throwback skills of a guy 
who pops the puck in the net and drops the gloves. His 
discipline will likely come with age, and he can locate the line 
to toe in the NHL. But L'Heureux has a Matthew Tkachuk-
esque ability to create both offense and chaos. 

Our pick: Logan Stankoven, C, Kamloops (WHL) 

There's nothing wrong with adding a player with elite 
forechecking ability. 

29. New Jersey Devils (via NYI) 

What makes sense: Daniil Chayka, D, CSKA (Russia) 

The Devils get defensive again with this 18-year-old Russian, 
who skates well and uses his stick expertly to defend. Hey, a 
Chayka finally makes it to the Devils. 

Our pick: Tyler Boucher, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Boucher is a New Jersey native who blends offense with 
absolute physicality and agitation on every shift. So, in 
summary, a New Jersey native. 

30. Vegas Golden Knights 

What makes sense: Francesco Pinelli, C, Kitchener (OHL) 

As our own Emily Kaplan noted in a story on the prospect, 
Pinelli traveled to Slovenia after the OHL canceled its 
season. He had 11 points in 13 games overseas, putting his 
playmaking skills to good use. 

Our pick: Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan (QMJHL) 

Bourgault is another option at center if Pinelli is gone. Alas, 
Vincent Iorio from the Brandon Wheat Kings isn't projected to 
go until the third round, much to the chagrin of former Wheat 
Kings owner Kelly McCrimmon, now the Knights' GM. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

What makes sense: Sasha Pastujov, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 
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The Florida native from Notre Dame is right on the bubble of 
the first round. He protects the puck and makes smart 
passes. 

Our pick: Sasha Pastujov, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

GM Marc Bergevin has taken his share of American-born 
players in the draft, including a diminutive forward named 
Cole Caufield in 2019. Perhaps you've heard of him. 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets (via TB) 

What makes sense: Tyler Boucher, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Boucher is the kind of blue-collar, hard-nosed, bludgeoning 
player that the Blue Jackets like to have on their roster. It's 
just too bad that former coach John Tortorella won't be there 
to appreciate his particular brand of whimsy. 

Our pick: Samu Salminen, C, Jokerit Jr. (Finland Jr.) 

GM Jarmo Kekalainen has never taken a Finnish-born player 
in the first round while running the board for the Blue 
Jackets. That could end here with Salminen, a goal-scorer 
with excellent hockey sense.

 

Carolina Hurricanes trade goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to Detroit Red Wings 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The Carolina Hurricanes traded goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to 
the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday, a shocking move given 
his outstanding rookie season. 

The Hurricanes acquired the rights to unrestricted free-agent 
goalie Jonathan Bernier and a 2021 third-round pick for the 
25-year-old Nedeljkovic, who went 15-5-3 and led the NHL 
with a .932 save percentage and 1.90 goals-against average 
this season. He was a finalist for the Calder Trophy as the 
NHL's top rookie, finishing third in the voting. 

The Red Wings promptly signed Nedeljkovic to a two-year 
contract with a $3 million cap hit annually. 

Nedeljkovic was a restricted free agent and was eligible for 
arbitration, which was likely the catalyst for his departure. 

The Hurricanes saw him play extremely well for the last three 
months of the season. He also fared well in the playoffs, with 

a 4-5 record, .920 save percentage and 2.17 goals-against 
average. 

But they're also the team that sent him through waivers in 
January of last year, where he cleared them with a minimum 
salary. It's possible they saw his success as fleeting. 

Given the goalie market in the NHL, and with several options 
available in unrestricted free agency, the Hurricanes had 
options and decided that paying Nedeljkovic based on his 
limited work history wasn't one of them, especially 
considering the ripple effect it could have had for other deals 
on their roster. 

The acquisition of the 32-year-old Bernier, who has played 
for five NHL teams, means the Hurricanes still do not have a 
goalie under contract for next season. Petr Mrazek and 
James Reimer are unrestricted free agents as well.

 

 

 

 
Red Wings acquire goalie Alex Nedeljkovic from Hurricanes 

The Detroit Red Wings have acquired goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic from the Carolina Hurricanes for a third-round 
pick and the rights to goaltender Jonathan Bernier. 

Nedeljkovic, who is a pending restricted free agent, was a 
finalist for the Calder Trophy this season. His agent Rich 
Evans announced shortly after on Twitter that the Red Wings 
had agreed to a two-year, $6 million contract with his client. 

The 25-year-old Nedeljkovic broke into the NHL full time this 
season after originally being a second-round pick in 2014. 
He made 23 of his 29 career starts this past season, where 
he posted a .932 save percentage and 1.90 goals-against 
average. 

The move gives the Red Wings a replacement for Bernier, 
who was expected to walk in free agency, and provides the 
Red Wings some stability in a position that has been out of 
sorts for a few years now. Nedeljkovic will be paired with 
veteran backup Thomas Greiss next season but should see 
the majority of the start for the rebuilding Red Wings. 

Bernier, 32, had a 9-11-11 record with a 2.99 goals-against 
average and .914 save percentage in 24 appearances with 
the Red Wings last season. 

The draft pick going from Detroit to Carolina is the 94th 
overall selection in this weekend's NHL Draft.
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NHL Mock Draft 2.0: Michigan duo expected to go with top two picks 

By Sean Leahy  

By Ryan Wagman  

This is it. The Lightning are Stanley Cup champions again. 
Team Canada, featuring a lineup heavily represented by 
Ontario-based players whose season was completely wiped 
out by the COVID-19 pandemic won the World U18 
championship. All other hockey leagues around the world – 
including the one-time-one PBHH Tournament in Erie, 
Pennsylvania – are done for the year. 

The next on-ice event in North America will be the World 
Junior Summer Showcase, which kicks off July 24, only three 
days after the Seattle Kraken will announce their inaugural 
roster. And between the NHL Expansion Draft and the first 
puck being dropped on the WJSS, 32 NHL teams will log in 
to a gigantic online conference call and take turns calling out 
the names of 223 hockey players born between January 1, 
2001 and September 15, 2003, with allowances for players 
born in 2000 if they are not North American-based. 

The first round of the 2021 NHL Entry Draft will take place on 
Friday, July 23, with 31 picks, notably missing Arizona’s 
choice (they would have chosen 11th, between Ottawa and 
Chicago), stripped from the club due to violations of the NHL 
Combine Testing Policy which occurred during the 2019-20 
season. 

Based on the McKeens Hockey Draft Guide – available to all 
subscribers at mckeenshockey.com, and now available to be 
bought separately, as both an online guide, and as a print 
guide – rankings and guide, with some additional input from 
NHL sources, here is our final Mock Draft for the first round. 
As an added bonus, I will include a name of a reasonable 
pick for the first choice of teams who are not currently slated 
to make a pick in the first round. 

Let’s go! 

1. Buffalo Sabres – Owen Power, D, Michigan (NCAA/Big 
10) 

Even when an NHL draft has numerous players who could 
step right into an NHL lineup within months of being drafted, 
a team should truly never draft for present need. In this draft, 
the most likely outcome is that zero players go directly to the 
NHL. This is due to both the lack of a generational talent 
available, and the shortened season the vast majority of the 
players were limited to this year means that that are less 
prepared, as a class, than under normal circumstances. 
Furthermore, and being fully frank, the Sabres have needs 

everywhere. So the goal here should be to take the player 
who is most likely to be a top of the lineup player at his peak. 
That is Owen Power. The gigantic Michigan blueliner has 
been compared to the likes of Victor Hedman, Chris Pronger, 
Brent Burns, and Aaron Ekblad, and no one in particular. In 
truth, he is a unique player, combining amazing size, strong 
skating, a big shot, great vision, the ability (if not necessarily 
the proclivity) to play a dominating physical game.  

Power has already stated that he intends to return to 
Michigan for his sophomore season, and he should. He was 
very good as a freshman, but has more room for growth in 
his game, and a full season with the Wolverines, interrupted 
only by a trip to the WJC, would help him find his ceiling. 
Buffalo might also consider his teammate, center Matthew 
Beniers, more on whom below, but Power has both the 
higher ceiling and the higher floor, and should really be a 
slam dunk at this spot. 

2. Seattle Kraken – Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan 
(NCAA/Big 10) 

If Buffalo takes Beniers – or anyone, really – over Power, the 
Kraken will begin their future build with the defender instead. 
But in this case, the Sabres do the smart thing and select 
Power. So, Ron Francis takes a player after his own heart, a 
center who grew up in Massachusetts and modeled his 
game after the great Patrice Bergeron, and would have been 
playing at Harvard had the Ivy League not shut down 
completely last year.  

Beniers is known for his two-way game more than his skills, 
but his skill set is impressive as well. When he played for the 
USNTDP, he was one of the team’s top scorers, even while 
being younger than practically the rest of his team. He also 
managed to score at a point-per-game clip as a freshman in 
the NCAA, while taking time out mid-season to represent his 
country at the WJC – where he worked his way up from the 
fourth line role, to a first line winger between the first game 
and their gold medal winning finale.  

3. Anaheim Ducks – Mason McTavish, C, EHC Olten (NLB) / 
Peterborough Petes (OHL) 

Of course, if either of Beniers or Power is available, the 
Ducks take him. If, somehow, both are available, well, the 
rest of this mock draft will be awkward. The Ducks are 
expected to be hunting a player who will be able to fit into 
their top-six quickly. Not this year, but pushing for that spot 
for the 2022-23 season. The most likely candidates are 
McTavish, Edmonton Oil Kings’ winger Dylan Guenther, and 
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Swedish winger William Eklund. So why McTavish? The 
offensive weapons are as high as those of the other two. 
Guenther might be a slightly better skater, but McTavish has 
the greater physical presence and the Ducks will not be 
forced to wait for him to finish his physical development 
before he’s ready. Additionally, McTavish has already proved 
that he can produce against men, as he showed with nine 
goals in 13 games in Switzerland, as the OHL season failed 
to launch. As for Eklund, the Swedish player actually has two 
seasons against men in the SHL already under his belt, and 
has high end puck skills of his own, but is significantly 
smaller than the other two. As an added bonus, McTavish 
can play both up the middle and on the wing. I expect him to 
fight for an NHL role in about 12 months. 

4. New Jersey Devils – Luke Hughes, D, USNTDP (USHL) 

Last year, with three first round picks, the Devils selected two 
wingers and a blueliner. This is a franchise that has been 
patiently building up a pipeline of high-end prospects at 
practically every position, with the exception of goalie. So, 
this is the first reasonable landing spot for top Swedish 
netminder Jesper Wallstedt. That said, I have a hard time 
seeing still new GM Tom Fitzgerald making that move just 
yet. I could see them trade down a few spots and try to nab 
Wallstedt or Sebastian Cossa as well as an extra piece or 
three, but if they keep the pick, I expect a position player to 
be the call. In that case, some of the players already 
discussed, including Dylan Guenther, and William Eklund, 
will be considered, as well as a few blueliners, including Luke 
Hughes, Brandt Clarke, and Simon Edvinsson. With these 
options, I see a lean towards Hughes, and not only because 
older brother Jack was the team’s No. 1 pick a few short 
years ago. 

Committed to play at Michigan next season, Hughes is 
maybe the youngest player of note in this draft class, born 
only a few days before the Class of 2021 cutoff. He is a 
tremendous skater, and has very exciting puck skills. 
Edvinsson has some of that as well, but is not as consistent 
in applying his skills to the ice. As for Clarke, there is a 
reasonably similar type of player in Ty Smith, who made his 
debut this past season. Luke Hughes gives them a different 
look, and has the most potential of anyone on the board to 
develop into a top of the lineup player in his prime.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets – Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea HF 
(SHL) 

It can’t be easy to be in Columbus GM Jarmo Kekalainen’s 
shoes right now. He and his scouting staff are meant to be 
finalizing their draft board, and their expansion protection list, 
but the franchise is instead rocked by tragedy, as young 
netminder Matīss Kivlenieks lost his life in a backyard 
fireworks mishap. This selection is in no way meant to be 
considered as a replacement for Kivlenieks, or even a 
replacement if – as seems likely – Seattle selects one of the 
Blue Jackets’ other young netminders in the expansion draft. 
Wallstedt is, according to many, the best draft eligible goalie 
since Carey Price, never mind recent first round goalies 
Spencer Knight or Yaroslav Askarov. Wallstedt has the 
requisite size, composure, technical aptitude and athleticism 
to be an NHL starter. His strong experience in the SHL this 
year is another indication that he isn’t long for the NHL. If 
Kekalainen doesn’t want the goalie, I would expect one of 

Eklund or Guenther to be the pick here, but Columbus’ other 
two picks in the first round are in the 20s and they are far 
more likely to be able to draft a top six forward there than a 
starting goalie.  

6. Detroit Red Wings – Brandt Clarke, D, HC Nove Zamky 
(Slv) / Barrie Colts (OHL) 

The Red Wings under Steve Yzerman have tended to go 
with Europeans and college-bound players over CHLers, and 
this draft will test that philosophy. Wallstedt would have been 
considered, but in this scenario, the Wings just missed out 
with Wallstedt going to Columbus at No. 5. Eklund is another 
pick that would seem to be right up Detroit’s alley, as a 
mature player with top flight puck skills and on-ice maturity 
well, well beyond his years, but I held back as his profile is 
too similar to the team’s top pick from 2020, Lucas 
Raymond. On the other hand, with Brandt Clarke, we instead 
see Detroit taking a player with a skills and smarts game as 
a blueliner. You might say, but what about Moritz Seider, 
their first rounder from two years ago? Isn’t he also right-
handed? Very true, but adding him to the system would give 
Detroit two of the best young right-handed defensemen not 
yet in the NHL, two pairings worth of quarterbacks. Between 
his time in Slovakia and his time with the Canadian U18 
squad, he certainly proved that he is a very worthy pick in 
this slot. 

7. San Jose Sharks – William Eklund, LW, Djurgardens IF 
(SHL) 

Last year, the Sharks went heavy on playmakers, and with 
the way this mock is shaping up, the best player available is 
another natural playmaker – one of the best in this draft class 
– in Eklund. His experience in the SHL (almost two full 
seasons already) makes him one of the more NHL-ready 
players in this draft class, although the Sharks will like him to 
physically mature more before starting his NHL career. Down 
the road, when the likes of 2020 draft picks Thomas 
Bordeleau and Daniil Gushchin are ready, the team might 
need to shuffle their pieces to build a cohesive roster, but 
pick the talent when it gets to you and Eklund is fantastic 
value at No. 7 overall. 

8. Los Angeles Kings – Simon Edvinsson, D, Frolunda HC 
(SHL) 

The Kings have one of the deepest systems in the game, 
possibly the deepest. There isn’t a single position – outside 
of the net – at which they don’t have multiple young players 
who project as NHLers coming up through the system, even 
if some say they could use a winger, as too many of their 
prospects are centers. As if there is such a thing as having 
too many centers. Now, it is true that the NHL team needs 
some scoring from the wings, but the NHL team isn’t getting 
that with the 8th pick of the draft. So, the NHL team traded 
second rounders this year and next to Nashville for Viktor 
Arvidsson. What the team’s current pipeline does allow for is 
drafting a player who might need a few years to be ready, to 
come to the team with a subsequent wave of young talent. In 
this scenario, LA should be looking at the likes of Dylan 
Guenther, Simon Edvinsson, Kent Johnson, and Chaz 
Lucius. Sebastian Cossa could be a target if they try to trade 
down 3-6 spots. With the options available, I am pairing them 
with the big Swedish defender, who combines incredible 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 23, 2021 

 

skating and puck skills in a supersized frame, a talent the 
likes of which this team has nothing like. He is raw, and likely 
needs at least two more years of development, but the 
upside is a star. 

9. Vancouver Canucks – Kent Johnson, C, Michigan 
(NCAA/Big 10) 

The Kings have everything already. The Canucks need 
everything. Their system has a few high-end pieces but zero 
depth anywhere. That said, with the top four blueliners in this 
draft class already gone in this scenario, they can afford to 
look at the best forward they can find, which is what the draft 
is offering up at this stage. As recent history tells us that the 
Canucks prefer players who are closer to the NHL than in 
need of long-term development – especially in the early 
rounds – they would be more interested in the likes of 
Johnson, Guenther and Cole Sillinger than Lysell or 
Coronato. Chaz Lucius and Aatu Räty are also potential 
wildcards. But I am going to with Johnson here. His puck 
skills are sublime, even if he needs to simplify his game to 
manage his risk taking better. If he hits, he could be a 
stylistic second wheel to Elias Pettersson in terms of 
creativity and unpredictability. As it happens, Johnson is a 
local bonus, and the Canucks brass would have also seen 
plenty of him this year watching his Michigan teammate 
Jacob Truscott, who they had drafted last year. 

10. Ottawa Senators – Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton Oil 
Kings (WHL) 

If the draft shakes out like this (it won’t, but let’s roll with it), 
the Senators are giddy around now. All of the top end 
defensemen are off the board, but the Sens blueline 
cupboard is overflowing. Their NHL roster also has an 
abundance of elite young talents just scratching the surface 
of their collective potential. With a number of talented, goal-
scoring, play-driving forwards available, the Sens can take 
one who, in the real world, could be gone within the first 
three picks, even if he was somewhat overshadowed on a 
gold medal winning Team Canada at the U18s. Of all of the 
players available, Guenther has the best combination of 
upside and floor, with relatively little still to accomplish before 
being NHL ready. He is well-rounded and versatile, and will 
find a spot on a future Ottawa playoff contender. 

11. FORFEITED – Arizona Coyotes 

12. Chicago Blackhawks – Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton 
Oil Kings (WHL) 

Like the few teams before them, the Hawks are basically in a 
position to choose between the second of two goalies in this 
draft who look like probable NHL starters, or among a group 
of talented forwards who all profile somewhere in a top six 
role within a few years. If they take a forward, the best 
offensive drivers on the board are local talent (by junior 
team, not by upbringing) Matthew Coronato, USHL 
transplant Cole Sillinger, and USNTDP standout Chaz 
Lucius, as well as Swedish dynamo Fabian Lysell, who leans 
towards playmaking than the other three. This year’s Alex 
DeBrincat/Cole Caufield type, Logan Stankoven of the WHL 
would also be a worthwhile gamble now, but that would beg 
the question of whether an NHL team function with two top 
six players of that stature. In the end, the goalie is the choice 

that would appear most likely to be a difference maker for 
Chicago re-emerging as a competitive team. 

The Blackhawks do like Drew Commesso, who they had 
selected last year in the second round and is coming off a 
solid freshman campaign at Boston University. But having 
never played more than 37 games in any one season, 
maybe Commesso is more of a 1B. Cossa has also never 
played a full season of starter’s minutes yet, but the 
pandemic stood in the way of that workload. Gigantic with 
great athleticism and ability to read the play, he profiles as 
an ideal 1A.  

13. Calgary Flames – Fabian Lysell, RW, Lulea HF (SHL) 

Now here is a team that wouldn’t have minded one of the top 
defenders being available. Then again, the Flames have one 
of the shallower systems in the league, so anything helps. I 
would expect the team to be looking hard at the forwards 
listed in the Chicago blurb (Coronato, Sillinger, Stankoven, 
Lucius, Lysell), noting also that Calgary has been one of the 
teams most willing to overlook size, as long as the player 
gives it his all. None of these players is a true grinder, but 
there is one who plays with extensive bite, and that is Lysell. 
He isn’t too big, but will get gritty to generate offense, and his 
skill set is exceptional, so he generates a lot offense. Now 
Lysell is a battler, although that has in the past included 
battling with his team, precipitating a move from Frolunda to 
Lulea, which was willing to play him with the senior team. 
While there have been reports of attitude issues regarding 
Lysell, NHL scouts with whom I have discussed are not very 
concerned. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers – Cole SIllinger, RW/C, Sioux Falls 
Stampede (USHL) 

With only one pick out of Europe in the previous two drafts, 
and a rich history of drafting players on the collegiate track 
(although not so much last year), the Flyers will likely be 
sorting through the same group of forwards that Chicago and 
Calgary were, only now with one less still available. So why 
pick Sillinger over Coronato, Lucius, or Stankoven? 
Regarding the latter, the Flyers haven’t shown the openness 
to taking smaller guys early, or using them as lineup 
centerpieces. Lucius’ draft year was delayed due to surgery, 
and while his numbers are great, the sample size was tiny 
(13 games) and his pace is a concern. Coronato put up 
tremendous numbers all season long, but he seems primed 
to make whoever drafts him wait, as he is heading to play for 
Harvard. That leaves Sillinger, whose father played for the 
Flyers over parts of two seasons before Cole was born. Cole 
lit up the USHL for a bottom feeding Sioux Falls team, and 
should continue doing the same next year as he returns to 
the WHL, to play for the Medicine Hat Tigers. He has an NHL 
style game, a strong frame, and a killer instinct for shooting 
the puck. 

15. Dallas Stars – Isak Rosen, RW, Leksands IF (SHL) 

The Stars have a very shallow talent pool, which until 
recently, was being filled with lunchpail players. The team 
had largely stayed away from high end skill players, focusing 
more on character guys who could contribute, even with first 
round picks, such as Ty Dellandrea, who they selected 13th 
overall in 2018. Last year though, they showed a different 
leaf, selecting skill with each selection they made. I like this 
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new approach, as it tends to lead to more exciting hockey, 
and frankly, you can’t win if you don’t score. Historically, the 
Stars have also mined Sweden heavily at the draft, a trait 
which continued last year as well. So why combine those 
two? Lysell would have been an option if he was still on the 
board, which he is not in this scenario. So how about the guy 
who tied for the Swedish U18 team in points as the team 
won bronze at the recent WU18s? Isak Rosen has a full 
toolshed of high-end offensive elements. Being forced to play 
in the SHL after the Swedish junior leagues were cancelled 
didn’t help his stat page, but was a great learning 
experience, which his seven goals in seven games at the 
U18s illustrated. He needs to complete his physical growth 
and learn to simplify his game (pick his spots), but he 
represents an exciting future piece for Dallas. Hey, we know 
he can score in Texas! 

16. New York Rangers – Matthew Coronato, LW, Chicago 
Steel (USHL) 

Back to a team with a very deep prospect pool, even if some 
of the better players graduated last year. The Rangers are 
going to be really good very soon and will need a second 
wave of talent to follow the current wave. As mentioned in 
the blurb on Philadelphia’s pick, Coronato might be three 
years from signing, as he is going to Harvard (Harvard 
players rarely leave earlier than three years into their 
collegiate careers), but the Rangers shouldn’t be too 
bothered by that, given the makeup of their roster. They 
should be more excited by his amazing record of production, 
which looks sustainable given his skating, shot, puck skills, 
and hockey IQ. The fact that Coronato is actually from New 
York City, is merely a neat bonus. 

17. St. Louis Blues – Chaz Lucius, C, USNTDP (USHL) 

Back to shallow systems again. The Blues went to the USHL 
twice in last year’s draft – which doesn’t count the USHL 
grad who was already playing NCAA hockey. There is no 
reason to expect them to shy away from that development 
course now, especially as the player we consider to be the 
best available is taking that route. And in this scenario, we 
would not be alone in considering Lucius to be the best man 
standing. Yes, there are some mild concerns about his 
skating, both before last year’s knee surgery and since. By 
all accounts, though, he rehabbed quicker than anticipated, 
and still managed to score regularly. His ability to read 
defenses and unlock chances for others is also 
underappreciated. In the real world, it wouldn’t be surprising 
if Lucius is selected in the top ten. In this mock world, the 
Blues are delighted that he wasn’t. He will spend the next 
few seasons (I am guessing two seasons) playing 
collegiately for Minnesota, before turning pro. He has top line 
upside. 

18. Winnipeg Jets – Aatu Räty, C, Karpat (Liiga) 

Kevin Cheveldayoff’s Jets have been a consistently solid 
drafting team, even if they haven’t used their full allotment of 
seven picks in any of the previous three years. With the picks 
they have made, more often than not, those picks have 
leaned towards players who have a track record of 
demonstrating plus hockey IQ. Skill and skating acumen are 
also, of course, valued, but smarts come first. Looking at the 
top players available, like Logan Stankoven, Oskar 

Olausson, Xavier Bourgault, Brendan Othmann, and Räty, all 
combine strong hockey IQ with projectable top six value. 
Räty is the choice though, because while he struggled at 
time this year, particularly in the first half, he was largely 
seen as a top five candidate coming into the year, and his 
second half was more along the lines of what we had hoped 
to see this year prior to the pandemic. Winnipeg has drafted 
extensively from Finland in recent years (Laine, Vesilainen, 
Heinola, Niku, etc) and seem to trust their Finnish scout. 
Assuming that the first half was the blip and the second half 
was the continuance of his previous development trajectory, 
this could end up being up one of the steals of this draft 
class. 

19. Nashville Predators – Zachary L’Heureux, LW, Halifax 
Mooseheads (QMJHL) 

One of the teams most comfortable drafting Russian talents, 
Nashville might be the ceiling for the big three Russian 
forwards in this draft class, Chibrikov, Svechkov, and 
Poltapov, who we rank in that order, even if there isn’t too 
much daylight between them. The Predators could also be 
the team to open the floor to defensemen again, after what 
has been, in this scenario, a run of six consecutive forwards. 
Thew team has also had a thing for drafted really big players, 
although this trait is not exclusive, as some of their highly 
skilled picks of recent years (Tolvanen, Farrance, Tomasino, 
etc) demonstrate. At the end of the day, though, L’Heureux 
seems to tick more boxes. He has a big, goal-scoring shot, 
like recent picks Tolvanen and Afanasyev. He reads the 
game well. He plays extra greasy, long a Nashville staple. 
We would assume that Nashville would believe that the 
temper flareups that led to a pair of suspensions this year 
would be learning points for him, and that his high-end 
energy will find a way to play somewhere in the NHL before 
too long, with his offensive skills allowing him to slowly rise 
up the depth chart with time. And the run on forwards 
continues. 

20. Edmonton Oilers – Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan 
Cataractes (WMJHL) 

The Oilers would have loved for local netminder Sebastian 
Cossa be available here. Not only is he local and talented, 
but that organization lacks a sure-thing future No. 1 in its 
system, even if Olivier Rodrigue, Ilya Konovalov, and Stuart 
Skinner all have promise. The team has gone heavy on 
defenders and wingers in recent drafts, the former to buttress 
an organizational weakness, and the latter to try to find 
players to play with McDavid and Draisaitl. Also notable, their 
selection of Kailer Yamamoto as a first-round pick shows 
their openness to eschewing size in the draft, although last 
year’s selection of Dylan Holloway in the first round was the 
inverse of that. In any case, I like the fit of Xavier Bourgault. 
A plus skater who can play both up the middle and on the 
wing, Bourgault has a lot of tools in his game to help his 
team. We actually think he is the top talent out of the QMJHL 
this year, so getting him after L’Heureux is extra value. 
Whether he ends up being groomed as a third line center, or 
on one of McDavid/Draisaitl’s wings, he will be a good 
contributor. 
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21. Boston Bruins – Brennan Othmann, LW, HC Olten 
(NLB)/Flint Firebirds (OHL) 

Since drafting Charlie McAvoy, Trent Frederic, and Ryan 
Lindgren early in 2016, the Bruins drafting tendencies have 
admittedly confused me. Mind you, their 2015 class 
(Zboril/DeBrusk/Senyshyn >>> Barzal/Connor/Chabot) was 
extremely confusing as well. The trend has seemed to grit all 
the way. We have to remember that McAvoy is very gritty, in 
addition to being exceptionally skilled. I think Boston would 
have been interested in L’Heureux if Nashville hadn’t 
selected him two picks prior. Looking at the grittier plays on 
the board in this scenario, I could see the Bruins kicking the 
tires on AJHL blueliner Corson Ceulemans, who is also an 
accomplished puck mover, Finnish winger Ville Koivunen, 
Swedish winger Oskar Olausson, and a pair of forwards from 
Ontario who both took their respective talents to Europe 
while the OHL failed to launch, before returning to represent 
their homeland in the WU18, in Francesco Pinelli and 
Othmann. Either would be solid picks in this region of the 
draft, but I like Othmann as a better fit for the Bruins as his 
physical game is more consistent and he doesn’t really fall 
short offensively, either. 

22. Minnesota Wild – Nikita Chibrikov, RW, SKA St. 
Petersburg (KHL) 

Bill Guerin’s Wild are shaping up to be much different from 
the organization of his predecessors, if the previous draft and 
other events are anything to go by. Now, instead of the Kirill 
Kaprizov’s of the prospect world being late round fliers, they 
are high-end picks, thinking to their selection in the first 
round of Marco Rossi last fall. In short, we have no reason to 
think that the mandate isn’t skill. Also, the organization has 
been very comfortable drafting out of Russia, a trait that 
started well before Guerin was joined, and continued last 
year, with the selection of Marat Khusnutdinov in the second 
round. Considering that the big three Russian forwards are, 
at this stage, expecting to begin hearing their respective 
names called, might as well take the one they prefer. I could 
also see Minnesota going after a skilled defenseman, but are 
as likely to get their choice of blueliner with their second first 
rounder (No. 25), so it is easier to focus on the forward first. 
Chibrikov and Poltapov both edge out Svechkov in the puck 
skills department (albeit not by much). Chibrikov gets the 
edge on Poltapov in terms of level of experience, having 
spent much of his draft year playing against men in the KHL 
and VHL, while Poltapov has yet to rise past Russian junior 
hockey. All are talented, potential play drivers, but Chibrikov 
is the pick here. 

23. Detroit Red Wings (from Capitals, as part of the 
Mantha/Vrana trade) – Logan Stankoven, C, Kamloops 
Blazers (WHL) 

When people think of smaller players who were drafted too 
low for their skill sets and projections, the two most common 
names to come out these days are Cole Caufield and Alex 
DeBrincat. While some teams are still hesitant to draft 
anyone under 5-foot-10, Montreal and Chicago are not the 
only ones to give the smaller players a chance. Now Detroit 
doesn’t have a big history of drafting these vertically-
challenged prospects, Yzerman has a history of doing so 
back to his Tampa Bay days, most notably the drafting of 
Brayden Point from the WHL in 2014. Stankoven is actually 

shorter than Point, but he is built solidly, somewhat mitigating 
the risk of his stature. He is a very quick skater with a 
lightning shot. And like Point, he has an illustrious track 
record of offensive production. This pick has a big chance of 
being looked back at as a steal within a few short years. 
Note that Stankoven played up the middle for his WHL 
squad, but was used mostly on the wing while with Team 
Canada at the WU18s. 

24. Florida Panthers – Jack Peart, D, Fargo Force (USHL)/ 
Grand Rapids HS (USHS-MN) 

While tracking the draft last year, I was pleasantly surprised 
by how often the Panthers, under new GM Bill Zito, selected 
players who were almost always right near the top of the 
McKeens list of available talents. It was almost uncanny. So, 
who are the top four players on our board right now? Simon 
Robertsson, a Swedish winger with speed and a bigtime 
shot; Oskar Olausson, another Swedish winger, who plays a 
mature game that is currently better off the puck than on, but 
should improve the latter with additional time in the SHL; 
Mackie Samoskevich, a playmaking speedster from the 
USHL who will be joining the three from Michigan next year 
in Ann Arbor; Peart, the top player from the Minnesota high 
school ranks last year, who also impressed with his half-
season with Fargo of the USHL with his incredibly mature 
overall game. I will also throw in Corson Ceulemans to that 
list of potential picks, as the second highest ranked defender 
on the board, and the Panthers drafted a defender from the 
AJHL last year as well in Michael Benning. From the above 
group, the best fit in my eyes is Peart. Based on Zito’s 
acquisitions, hockey IQ seems to be paramount and Peart is 
on his own level in that regard. He will spend the next two or 
three years with St. Cloud State, but looks like a good No. 3 
fit within short order. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Maple Leafs, as part of 
Foligno trade) – Simon Robertsson, RW, Skelleftea AIK 
(SHL) 

With the goalie of the future already locked up in Jesper 
Wallstedt, the Jarmo-show continues. When tying them to 
Wallstedt earlier, I noted that they should be able to find a 
potential top six forward with their later picks. Columbus has 
been known for picking from a much different set of rankings 
than both other NHL teams as well as the publicly available 
lists, such as the McKeens list. So obviously, they could 
really go in any direction at this point, but we at least know 
that they favor European talent in the early rounds. In fact, 
since drafting Pierre-Luc Dubois third overall in 2016, they 
have selected only one North American based player in the 
first four rounds of any draft. I looked at other Europeans 
beyond those listed above for the Florida pick, namely a trio 
of Russians in Fyodor Svechkov, Prokhor Poltapov, and 
Daniil Chayka, but think they could all (or at least two of the 
three) be available with the Blue Jacket’s third first rounder, 
at No. 31. 

Considering their slant towards raw tools that need 
development over polished players (see Texier, Chinakhov, 
Foudy), I think the right pick here should be Robertsson. The 
young winger flashes high end abilities with his feet, hands, 
and finishing abilities, but still lacks consistency. Being 
forced to play in the SHL before he was ready didn’t help his 
offensive production, but will pay off down the road as he 
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integrates his skills into the flow of the game at higher levels. 
Robertsson might carry a bit more risk than others, but the 
potential upside is greater. 

26. Minnesota Wild (from Penguins as part of Zucker trade) – 
Francesco Pinelli, C, HDD Jesenice (AlpsHL) / Kitchener 
Rangers (OHL) 

When picking for the Wild at No. 21, I noted that they would 
be most likely to pick a forward first as their top choice of 
defender at that time would be likely to be available at this 
pick. I was thinking of Peart, with Ceulemans as the backup 
plan. Little did they know (and little did I know at the time), 
that Peart would be nabbed right between their two picks, 
going off the board at No. 23 to Florida. So now Minnesota 
will have to decide between Ceulemans, another defender 
like Daniil Chayka, Stanislav Svozil, or Corson Lambos, or 
taking a second forward, such as Mackie Samoskevich, 
Oskar Olausson, Francesco Pinelli, Ville Koivunen, or Samu 
Tuomaala. Choices, choices, choices. Well, last year, they 
went with two forwards, before drafting two defenders, so I 
think I’ll continue that pattern. I also sense that, all else being 
equal, the Wild would prefer a player with some muscle to 
him than a smaller guy, as a lot of their top prospects are on 
the smaller side, including Chibrikov, in this scenario. In 
terms of projected value, there isn’t much to separate the five 
forwards listed above, but Pinelli has the most solid build. 
The fact that he used the OHL shutdown to excel in Slovenia 
in the AlpsHL adds to the intrigue. He could be a quick riser. 

27. Carolina Hurricanes – Fyodor Svechkov, C, Lada 
Togliatti (VHL) 

On the one hand, Carolina owner Tom Dundon noted that his 
previous edict not to draft defensemen in the first round is 
over, opening the way for Carolina to consider the likes of 
Ceulemans and Lambos here. On the other hand, why mess 
with a good thing? The Hurricanes have drafted very well 
over the last few years, injecting a ton of talent into the 
system. So, the easiest, and probably correct, thing to do 
here is simply find the player with the best collection of 
offensive tools on the board and pair him with Carolina. 
While Mackie Samoskevich is close, his inconsistency in the 
second half would drop him below Fyodor Svechkov and 
Samu Tuomaala, if only slightly. Both Svechkov and 
Tuomaala were tremendous at the U18s. While it is almost a 
cliché to connect Finnish players to Carolina, they haven’t 
been shy about drafting Russians either. Svechkov has had 
far more experience – and success – in men’s league’s than 
Tuomaala, so he is the pick now. A great skater with lateral 
agility as well as speed, he brings a puck moving element 
with rare upside. 

28. Colorado Avalanche – Samu Tuomaala, RW, Karpat U20 
(U20 SM-sarja) 

While Colorado has focused an outsized percentage of their 
recent picks on Russians and players taking the college 
route, they have also not hesitated to select from the CHL in 
the first round, such as the recent picks of Bowen Byram and 
Justin Barron. Their system isn’t terribly deep, but its high 
end is still exceptional. They generally take the player with 
the highest perceived upside, even if said player’s stick is 
down due to an injury-filled draft year. They may be hesitant 
to draft a defenseman in the first as the system is incredibly 

deep, from the NHL to the amateur ranks, in quality 
defenders. With that being that case, I would think the 
Avalanche would be looking at the same group of players 
that Carolina would have been right in front of them. That 
means Colorado is picking between Samoskevich and 
Tuomaala. Using the same logic explained with that 
Hurricanes pick, that means that Tuomaala, a fantastic 
skater with a balanced offensive attack, becomes a Colorado 
draft pick. 

29. New Jersey Devils (from Islanders as part of the 
Palmieri/Zajac trade) – Prokhor Poltapov, LW, Krasnaya 
Armiya Moskva (MHL) 

With a very deep system, the Devils don’t have any specific 
organizational needs to worry about and can just take the 
best player on their board. The gap in talent among players 
at this point is getting marginal and selection can be more a 
matter of taste. We know they are comfortable turning to 
Russia in Round 1, as they used their third of three first 
round picks on blueliner Shakir Mukhamadullin. They have 
also been known to draft heavily out of the USHL. I see them 
looking at Mackie Samoskevich and Prokhor Poltapov at this 
point. Both wingers are incredibly talented with hands and 
feet both remarkably quick. I lean towards Poltapov as he left 
the more notable last impression, with an at-times electrifying 
performance at the WU18s. 

30. Vegas Golden Knights – Carson Lambos, D, JYP U20 
(U20 SM-sarja) / Winnipeg ICE (WHL) 

By dint of expansion, the Golden Knights have a naturally 
shallow system. By dint of constantly trading away their top 
prospects for the previous year’s model, the system is also 
artificially shallow. Things are especially dire on the blueline, 
as forwards can at least lay claim to the top six spots on 
Vegas’ prospect list, and seven spots in the top ten. There 
are a few defenders who are easy value in this range, 
including AJHL two-way threat Corson Ceulemans, WHL 
puck mover Carson Lambos, mature Czech defender 
Stanislav Svozil and well-rounded Russian prospect Daniil 
Chayka. Vegas has drafted heavily from both the WHL and 
Russia in recent years, and they would have been especially 
familiar with Lambos, who was a prominent blueline 
contributor as a 16-year-old for the Winnipeg ICE while 
Vegas was tracking Peyton Krebs, who was their 2019 first 
round pick. And Lambos might be the best pick at this point 
anyway, someone how, if it were not for the pandemic 
pushing him to play in Finland for much of the year, and the 
reportedly routine medical issue that ended his season after 
only two games after returning to the WHL, would have been 
considered a reasonable top ten pick.  

31. Montreal Canadiens – Mackie Samoskevich, RW, 
Chicago Steel (USHL) 

The first round playing out like this puts Montreal a position 
to make a very comfortable pick, while also betting on 
tremendous offensive upside in Samoskevich, the fast 
skating, silky puck handling playmaker from the Chicago 
Steel. Having spent the year tracking teammate Sean Farrell, 
a previous Montreal draft pick, they would have clearly seen 
how Samoskevich’s speed allowed him to put defenses on 
their collective heels, while his great playmaking resulted in 
scoring chance after scoring chance. Looking at previous 
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collegiate route first rounders in recent Montreal history, 
including Ryan Poehling and Cole Caufield, we know that the 
Canadiens are comfortable trusting their US-based scouts. 
Samoskevich will be given plenty of time at Michigan to help 
him get his offensive game churning on a more consistent 
basis. 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Tampa Bay Lightning as 
part of the David Savard trade) – Corson Ceulemans, D, 
Brooks Bandits (AJHL) 

In this scenario, the Blue Jackets used their first two of three 
first round picks on a goalie (Jesper Wallstedt) and a winger 
(Simon Robertsson). It is only natural to complete the triad 

and finish Day One with a blueliner. That would have the 
consideration set consisting of Canadian Corson Ceulemans, 
Russian Daniil Chayka, and Czech Stanislav Svozil. The 
European would be the chalk answer, seeing as how GM 
Jarmo Kekalainen has been restocking the system in recent 
years, but with him, past is never exactly prologue. He could 
really go in any direction and this pick will end Day One as a 
real wild card as long as Columbus holds onto it. Shrugging 
my shoulders, I’m going with Ceulemans here, betting that 
his offensive quarterbacking, and physically aggressive 
game will flourish with the Wisconsin Badgers and be ready 
for the pros within two years.

 

Trade: Red Wings land Nedeljkovic; Hurricanes save money, get Bernier 

By James O'Brien  

Should Hurricanes fans be concerned about their team’s 
willingness to spend to contend this offseason? That feels 
like a fair question after the Hurricanes sent Alex 
Nedeljkovic‘s rights to the Red Wings for Jonathan Bernier 
and a third-round pick on Thursday. 

Before the trade happened, both Nedeljkovic (RFA) and 
Bernier (UFA) weren’t under contract. Nedeljkovic finished as 
a Calder Trophy finalist this season. 

Plenty of rumblings indicate that the Hurricanes balked at 
Nedeljkovic because he could reach salary arbitration. 

As it turns out, the ultimate price was cheaper — although 
maybe that revolves around him getting another year? 
Nedeljkovic’s agent announced a two-year contract with a 
$3M AAV to make him the Red Wings’ goalie for at least the 
short-term. 

Hurricanes trade Nedeljkovic to Red Wings: some potential 
takeaways 

When the Canadiens signed Sebastian Aho to an offer 
sheet, people mocked Marc Bergevin. But Bergevin’s gambit 
might have had a point. What if the Hurricanes are a little 
cash-strapped? After all, owner Tom Dundon invested $250 
million in the AAF not that long ago. And who knows how 
COVID might have affected various NHL owners, Dundon 
possibly included? 

These questions are tough to avoid during a key offseason 
for the Hurricanes. 

For one thing, Dougie Hamilton is a pending UFA. Maybe 
even more pressingly — and uncomfortably? — Andrei 
Svechnikov is an RFA. What if the Hurricanes are pushed 
into an uneasy situation? 

Even beyond players, there are signs of penny-pinching. 
Back in 2018, announcer Chuck Kaiton left after reportedly 
being asked to take an 80-percent pay cut. More recently, it 
appeared that top-notch play-by-play announcer John 

Forslund was forced out. There was even some strangeness 
surrounding coach Rod Brind’Amour’s contract situation. 

Now, that doesn’t mean the Hurricanes will lose Svechnikov. 

And, it’s also fair to point out that, while Nedeljkovic was 
outstanding in 2020-21, he also doesn’t have a huge track 
record of success. 

On one hand, you have that success. The 25-year-old went 
15-5-3 this past season, sporting a fabulous .932 save 
percentage. He was pretty stout during the postseason, too, 
managing a .920 save percentage in nine playoff contests. 

Time will tell 

Still, it’s easy to forget that Nedeljkovic went on waivers more 
than once, and found no takers. There’s always the chance 
that the Hurricanes might seek a more established goalie. Or 
maybe the Hurricanes just think it’s a better value proposition 
to invest in more predictable skaters? 

Either way, it’s not a great PR move for the Hurricanes. But 
maybe it will end up being a prudent decision? 

For the Red Wings, though? It’s pretty much a no-brainer. At 
25, Nedeljkovic is still in his prime. They snatched him up for 
two years, giving him a chance to establish himself as a true 
starter in the NHL. Ideally, by the end of his contract, Detroit 
will look more like a contender — and Nedeljkovic may prove 
that 2020-21 wasn’t a (total) fluke. 

If not, then the Red Wings really only forked over that 
affordable $3M AAV, and a third-round pick. They still have a 
bunch of draft assets in both the 2021 and 2022 NHL Drafts, 
so that third-rounder is easy to give up. 

So, the Nedeljkovic trade feels like a big win for the Red 
Wings, or at least a worthy swing. We’ll eventually find out if 
the Nedeljkovic trade is a sign of other troubles for the 
Hurricanes, or if they merely made a calculation about 
goaltending value. 

We’ll also see if Jonathan Bernier, 32, figures into the 
Hurricanes’ plans.
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Red Wings Acquire Nedeljkovic from Hurricanes 

The Detroit Red Wings acquired Alex Nedelkjovic from the 
Carolina Hurricanes and signed him to a two-year extension. 

By Mike Stephens 

The NHL roster freeze is over and teams have begun to 
make a flurry of moves.  

The Carolina Hurricanes kicked off the festivities on 
Thursday with a deal that few saw coming, trading 
goaltender, Alex Nedelkjovic to the Detroit Red Wings in 
exchange for Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick in the 
2021 NHL Entry Draft.  

The Red Wings and Nedelkjovic agreed to terms on a two-
year, $6-million contract extension soon after.  

Needless to say, this comes as a shock to pretty much 
anyone who sees it.   

Nedelkjovic is a prized asset, a 25-year-old netminder 
coming off a rookie season in which he mustered a .932 
save percentage that earned him a nomination for the Calder 
Trophy as a result. Nedelkjovic also happens to play for the 

Hurricanes, a team whose talented rosters have succumbed 
to playoff disappointment for the past half-decade in large 
part thanks to their unsolvable Achilles heel in net. 
Nedelkjovic appeared, at least, to be the solution. After years 
of futility, along comes a young, internally developed 
goaltender who can provide stability at the franchise's most 
lacking position for the foreseeable future.  

And yet, Nedelkjovic is a Red Wing. Steve Yzerman strikes 
again.  

Going the other way is veteran netminder, Jonathan Bernier, 
who surprisingly has put up extremely respectable numbers 
on a slew of Red Wings teams that, in years past, were 
barely considered NHL-calibre at all. The 32-year-old 
managed an impressive .914 save percentage in 24 games 
last season, along with a 4.7 goals-saved-above-average 
that particularly stands out given that it came behind one of 
the worst defensive teams in the entire league.  

Hockey fans expect a trade frenzy when the roster freeze 
melted on Thursday afternoon. But it's very unlikely they 
expected this.

 

 

 

Hurricanes trade Calder finalist Nedeljkovic to Red Wings for Bernier, pick 

By Justin Cuthbert 

The Carolina Hurricanes are moving on from their Calder-
nominated netminder. 

According to Pierre LeBrun of The Athletic and TSN, the 
Hurricanes are sending Alex Nedeljkovic to the Detroit Red 
Wings for Jonathan Bernier and a third-round draft selection. 

It's a curious decision on the part of the Hurricanes, who 
appeared to have something in the 25-year-old Nedeljkovic, 
a netminder who authored a .932 save percentage in 23 
outings last season.  

He was also the preferred starter in the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
making the bulk of Carolina's starts and performing 
admirably. 

The Daily Faceoff's Frank Seravalli notes that Nedeldjokic 
was seeking $3.5 million in salary on an extension with 
Carolina. It seems the team's apparent reluctance to invest 
that number prompted the move. 

Nedeljkovic immediately struck an agreement with Detroit. 

Bernier, 32, is in many ways on the opposite end of the 
spectrum in terms of career trajectory, but is also coming off 
a quality season. He recouped a ton of value last year, 
posting an impressive .914 save percentage in 24 
appearances for the lowly Red Wings. 

The trade could theoretically reunite Bernier with James 
Reimer, though that would require Reimer to re-up with the 
Hurricanes as an unrestricted free agent. The two shared the 
crease for the Toronto Maple Leafs across three seasons in 
the mid 2010s. 

Bernier seems like a reasonably strong choice to work in 
tandem or a back-up role for a quality shot-suppression side. 
Recapturing his form could lead to tremendous results given 
the situation he was playing in last season. 

That said, Nedeljkovic is the netminder with the higher 
upside in the trade, and poses to be a quality addition for the 
rebuilding Red Wings.
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Hurricanes trade Nedeljkovic to Detroit for a third-round pick and rights to UFA Bernier 

According to reports, the Hurricanes traded the RFA 
netminder to the Detroit Red Wings for a 2021 third-round 
pick and the rights to UFA netminder Jonathan Bernier. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes made one of the first moves after 
the NHL trade freeze was lifted this afternoon by reportedly 
moving RFA goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic to the Detroit Red 
Wings for a 2021 third-round pick and the rights to UFA 
netminder Jonathan Bernier. 

The initial report was made by TSN and The Athletic’s Pierre 
Lebrun and the return was corroborated by Sportsnet’s 
Elliotte Friedman. 

The Canes had reportedly been stuck with Alex Nedeljkovic 
as the team didn’t want to end up overpaying him if he went 
to arbitration, but the amount that Nedeljkovic’s camp was 
asking for seemed to be just in the $3.5 million ballpark 
according to the Daily Faceoff’s, Frank Seravalli. 

However, after being traded, Nedeljkovic reportedly signed a 
2 year, $3 million AAV deal. 

It seems that the Hurricanes’ front office was not fully sold on 
Nedeljkovic’s performance this season and instead of 
potentially overpaying for him, they elected to move on to a 
different option.  

The Canes still do not have a goaltender under contract for 
next season as Bernier is still a UFA. At this point, he and 
Carolina have not agreed to a deal. 

Update: The team has confirmed the trade with an official 
release.  

‘CANES ACQUIRE BERNIER, PICK FROM RED WINGS 

Nedeljkovic traded to Detroit 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired the 
rights to goaltender Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick 
(94th overall) in the 2021 NHL Draft from the Detroit Red 
Wings in exchange for the rights to goaltender Alex 
Nedeljkovic. 

Bernier, 32, registered a 9-11-1 record, 2.99 goals-against 
average and .914 save percentage in 24 games with Detroit 
in 2020-21. The 6’0”, 185-pound netminder has earned a 
161-159-39 record, 2.77 goals-against average, .913 save 
percentage and 18 shutouts in 394 career NHL games with 
Los Angeles, Toronto, Anaheim, Colorado and Detroit. 
Bernier has represented Canada internationally at the 2008 
IIHF World Junior Championship, winning gold, and the 2011 
IIHF World Championship. The Laval, Que., native was 
drafted by the Kings in the first round, 11th overall, of the 
2006 NHL Draft. 

Nedeljkovic, 25, registered a 17-7-4 record, 2.01 goals-
against average, .928 save percentage and three shutouts in 
29 career NHL games with Carolina. In 154 American 
Hockey League (AHL) games with Charlotte from 2016-20, 
Nedeljkovic earned an 89-45-14 record, 2.57 goals-against 
average, .904 save percentage and 14 shutouts. The Parma, 
Ohio, native was drafted by the Hurricanes in the second 
round, 37th overall, of the 2014 NHL Draft. 
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Carolina Hurricanes’ 2021-22 Schedule Breakdown 

The Carolina Hurricanes have released the upcoming 
schedule for the 2021-22 season.  

By Ryan Henkel 

The NHL has finally released the schedule for the 2021-22 
season where, after two straight shortened seasons, the 
league will hopefully — fingers crossed — return to a normal 
82-game schedule.  

The Carolina Hurricanes will begin the season at home on 
Oct. 14 as they host the New York Islanders, immediately 
followed by a three-game road trip which should work to 
avoid additional scheduling conflicts with the NC State fair. 

The final regular season game of the season is slated for 
April 29 when the Canes will take on the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, which means that the playoffs should be expected 
to start in May and go through June. 

The NHL has also set aside a three-week break from 
February 1-22 for both the NHL All-Star Weekend and a 
potential 2022 Winter Olympics Break. 

The longest homestands will be four four-game stints, one 
from October 25-31, another from January 29-February 27, 
another from March 4-12 and the last from March 18-24.  

The Canes will have six road trips of three games or more 
with the longest being six games long spanning from 
November 16-26. 

It will be a busy schedule as Carolina is slotted for 14 sets of 
back-to-backs, accounting for over a third of the season. 

The Hurricanes will also play the NHL’s newest franchise 
and get the chance to see some familiar faces, when they 
travel to Seattle on November 24. They will in turn host the 
Kraken on March 6. 

In other news, the defending Central Division regular season 
champs will be returning to the Metropolitan Division this 
season, but will thankfully be able to play the rest of the 
league too this season.
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Hurricanes to open the 2021-22 season with home game against 
Islanders 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 22, 2021 07:10 PM 

  

It’s back to Metropolitan Division and back to an 82-game regular season 
— hopefully — for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The NHL announced the 2021-22 schedule Thursday night during 
ESPN’s “SportsCenter.” The Canes will open the regular season at home 
on Thursday, Oct. 14, against the New York Islanders — the same day 
the N.C. State Fair opens. 

There will be no long homestand for the Canes this season. There will be 
four sets of four home games, the first from Oct. 25-31. 

The Canes were knocked out of the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, which then made it back-to-back Cup titles. The 
two teams will face off three times this season — playing in Tampa on 
Nov. 9 and March 29, and the Canes hosting the Lightning once on 
March 22. 

The Canes will make a November trip to Seattle to face the Kraken, the 
NHL’s newly minted team. After the Nov. 24 game, the Kraken, who will 
be in the Pacific Division, will come to PNC Arena for the first time on 
March 6. 

The schedule will have a prolonged break in February. The NHL All-Star 
Weekend will be held Feb. 4-5 in Las Vegas, followed by an Olympic 
break from Feb. 7-22. 

Talk about time off. The Canes will play Jan. 30 against San Jose at PNC 
Arena. Their next game after the All-Star/Olympics break: Feb. 25 
against Columbus at PNC Arena. 

The NHL, with continuing concerns about the pandemic, played a 56-
game regular-season schedule in 2020-22. The Canes were placed in 
the new Central Division and claimed the divisional title, their first since 
2006, in finishing with a 36-12-8 record and 80 points. 

But it’s back to the Metro. It’s back to playing the Washington Capitals, 
Pittsburgh Penguins and others in the division. It’s also back to lining up 
games against every team in the league after being confined to playing 
only divisional opponents last season. 

While coaches and players appeared to enjoy one facet of the 2020-21 
schedule, playing several two-game sets against teams on the road, that 
will not be continued. 

The Canes, however, will play 14 sets of traditional back-to-back games 
— the first set Oct. 28-29 against Boston and Chicago at PNC Arena. 

If the Canes are contending for a playoff spot late in the season, the 
schedule might not be favorable. Carolina plays four the last five games 

— and six of the last eight — on the road, ending the regular season in 
Pittsburgh on April 29. 

The Canes earlier announced a four-game preseason schedule, playing 
two games each against the Lightning and Nashville Predators. 
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Hurricanes’ goalie trade speaks loudly: Team thinks it can do better in 
net than Ned 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JULY 22, 2021 04:05 PM 

  

The confusing part about Alex Nedeljkovic’s sudden departure isn’t that 
the Carolina Hurricanes ended up trading him — an uncertain arbitration 
was always hanging out there like a dark cloud on the horizon — but that 
he ended up signing a new contract elsewhere that seems like it would 
have made a bunch of sense here. 

There’s an abruptness to this that makes it all the more jarring. Fans 
were just getting to know Nedeljkovic, still celebrating his season ... and 
now he’s wearing a different red-and-white uniform. 

It’s never easy to see a fan favorite traded, especially when it’s a 
homegrown goalie who finally seemed to figure things out and ended up 
an unlikely Calder Trophy finalist at age 25. But that cuts both ways, and 
Nedeljkovic’s track record and untimely playoff gaffes clearly pushed 
hard on the other side of the ledger. 

Unable to agree on a new contract with Nedeljkovic, and unwilling to risk 
paying out a lottery ticket in arbitration — the Hurricanes were burned 
two summers ago by another goalie with a short resume when Anton 
Forsberg was awarded a one-way contract, a waste of $775,000 on a 
minor-league goalie — the Hurricanes traded Nedeljkovic to the Detroit 
Red Wings on Wednesday for a third-round pick and the rights to 
unrestricted free agent goalie Jonathan Bernier. 

That part actually makes sense. If you think Nedeljkovic’s year was at 
least partially a fluke, as the Hurricanes clearly do, their actions speaking 
louder than any words here, then you essentially got something for next 
to nothing. After all, the Hurricanes were willing to lose Nedeljkovic for 
absolutely nothing when they put him on waivers in January. There’s 
some history here that weighs heavy on both sides, and perhaps not as 
much loyalty in either direction as there might otherwise be. Perhaps. 

But to see Nedeljkovic turn around and sign with the Red Wings for two 
years at $3 million per year, that’s a contract that even under these 
extenuating circumstances seems like it would have made a lot of sense 
here, a gamble worth taking on Nedeljkovic’s future even given his past. 

That part is harder to process. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 23, 2021 

 

Still, it’s not a case of being cheap, as the Hurricanes are often 
portrayed. It’s entirely a value judgment. It’s not that the Hurricanes aren’t 
going to spend the money. They’re going to spend millions on goalies 
either way. They just would rather spend it on two goalies who aren’t 
Nedeljkovic, which again feels a bit jarring after watching him blossom 
this season. 

Only time will tell on that, whether the Hurricanes sold high on a flash in 
the pan or let a potential No. 1 or No. 1A goalie walk. Not everything in 
hockey — or in sports — is immediately right or wrong. This is going to 
have to play out over a period of years, and if there are better options out 
there, we’ll see in the upcoming days and weeks if the Hurricanes can 
land them. 

This trade was not made in a vacuum; it can only be viewed through the 
longer lens of the entire goaltending situation as a whole. 

Which also happens to be the single most crucial decision the Hurricanes 
will make this summer, dwarfing even the Dougie Hamilton situation in 
importance. The Hurricanes have a week to negotiate with Bernier if he’s 
truly of interest to them. Petr Mrazek is still out there, and he and the 
Hurricanes have danced with other partners before only to end up back 
together. 

Whether it’s two new faces or one in net, the Hurricanes’ perpetual 
search for answers in goal continues. Ned was an option. Now he’s not. 
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Carolina Hurricanes swap goalies with Detroit Red Wings in trade 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 22, 2021 01:55 PM 

  

The Carolina Hurricanes will have a new goaltending look next season. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, who stepped forward as a rookie last season and 
became a Calder Trophy finalist for the Canes, has been traded to the 
Detroit Red Wings, the team announced Thursday. Nedeljkovic has been 
given a two-year contract by the Wings that will pay him $3 million a 
season. 

In return, the Red Wings sent the rights to veteran goalie Jonathan 
Bernier and a third-round 2021 draft pick to the Hurricanes. 

Bernier is due to become an unrestricted free agent July 28 when NHL 
free agency begins. He carried a $3 million cap hit the past three 
seasons. 

Bernier, 32, was 9-11-1 with the Red Wings in the 2020-21 season, with 
a 2.99 goals-against average and .914 save percentage. A veteran of 
394 NHL games, he has a career record of 161-159-39, with a 2.77 GAA 
and .913 save percentage. 

Nedeljkovic, 25, went from the waiver wire to having a breakout season 
in 2020-21. He started 23 games, closed 15-5-3, with a 1.90 GAA and 
.932 save percentage. In addition to being one of three Calder Trophy 
finalists, he was named to the NHL All-Rookie team. 

Nedeljkovic, a second-round draft pick by Carolina in 2014, also played 
enough games to qualify as a restricted free agent. He has arbitration 
rights, assuring a sizable salary bump from the $750,000 salary he had in 
2020-21. 

Canes goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer also will become UFAs on 
July 28. 

The Hurricanes reached the Stanley Cup playoffs in 2018-19 with Mrazek 
and Curtis McElhinney sharing the net, then had Mrazek and Reimer in 
net during the 2019-20 season. Mrazek missed a big chunk of the 2020-
21 season after thumb surgery, allowing Nedeljkovic the opportunity to 
jump in net and build up starts. 

Bernier, who won a Stanley Cup in 2012 with the Los Angeles Kings, 
beat the Canes three times in the condensed 2020-21 season. The third 
win came on a 38-save performance April 12 in a 3-1 victory at PNC 
Arena in which he was named the game’s first star. 

Bernier had a career-high 50 saves on April 24 against the Dallas Stars, 
the first 50-save game for a Detroit goalie since Jimmy Howard in 
January 2010. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 07.23.2021 

1217866 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

‘We aren’t trying to save money’: Why the Hurricanes traded Alex 
Nedeljkovic and what their new plan is in net 

 

By Sara Civian  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

The previously quiet Carolina Hurricanes made their first splash of the 
offseason less than an hour after the expansion-draft roster freeze was 
lifted Thursday, and it was a move that had many in the hockey world 
scratching their heads. 

The Canes sent homegrown Calder finalist Alex Nedeljkovic, a 25-year-
old restricted free agent and their one-time “goalie of the future,” to the 
Detroit Red Wings for the negotiating rights to 32-year-old unrestricted 
free agent goalie Jonathan Bernier and the 94th pick in this year’s draft. 

The Red Wings, a team in need of a future of their own in net, turned 
around and immediately signed Nedeljkovic for $3 million over two years. 

On the surface, it’s a head-scratcher. It seemed like Nedeljkovic had 
finally turned a corner for the team that drafted him in the second round 
in 2014, posting a league-best goals-against average (1.90) and save 
percentage (.932) after being placed on waivers early in the 2020-21 
season. 

So what’s behind the move? Three factors turned what looked like a no-
brainer re-signing into a farewell: 

1. Arbitration could have gotten weird 

Nedeljkovic was in a unique situation as a 25-year-old pending RFA 
goalie with only so many NHL games under his belt. The way he 
swooped in during Petr Mrazek’s injury and excelled had potentially 
earned him a big payday. He was arbitration-eligible and asking for a 
contract with a $3.5 million average annual value. That was already high 
from the Hurricanes’ perspective, and if they went to arbitration, there 
was some risk of the salary being set even higher. 

The lack of comparables to point to — goaltenders who had made it to 
the NHL on similar paths — made it hard to predict the outcome. 

“We tried to get a contract done with Ned, and we couldn’t get one done. 
The agent was playing very hard,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said in 
an exclusive interview with The Athletic on Thursday. “He’s got an 
arbitration case that (could have paid him) somewhere around $3, $4, $5 
million. 

“He could get something done in Detroit, and we just made a decision 
that we weren’t going to go to arbitration. We love Ned. He played well 
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for us. But it’s hard to have that kind of money in a cap world. We made 
an organizational decision that we were going in a different direction.” 

But why couldn’t the Hurricanes have avoided arbitration by just paying 
the $3.5 million he was seeking? 

2. Committed to winning now 

While Nedeljkovic has tons of potential and is coming off a great season, 
the Canes weren’t ready to take a big-money chance on a player with a 
relatively small sample of success. 

Let’s remember that Nedeljkovic has only played 29 regular-season NHL 
games. Yes, he has a .928 save percentage over that span and was in 
the top five in goals saved above expectation this past season, but he 
also has a .904 save percentage across a concerning larger sample: 154 
games in the AHL. And in his only NHL season with more than one game 
played before 2020-21, he had an .887 save percentage and 3.05 GAA. 

I expect Nedeljkovic to enjoy a long NHL career, but these next two years 
are huge for the Canes in their Cup-contending window, and Waddell 
says the Hurricanes are going to spend but need to spend wisely. 

“You probably can’t have two goalies at $3.5 to $4 million. You gotta pay 
one, then one hopefully on the lesser side,” he said. “And here’s the 
thing: We aren’t trying to save money — we’re trying to save cap space. 
That’s the whole idea. 

“We’re fortunate to have (owner) Tom (Dundon), who is willing to go to 
the cap, but now we have to manage the cap and make the right 
decisions with the money we have.” 

Waddell also confirmed that the Hurricanes are still talking to UFA 
Dougie Hamilton and looking to potentially re-sign him. That and the 
need to re-sign RFA Andrei Svechnikov play a part in saving cap space 
where they can. 

And could Bernier be the answer for the cheaper No. 2 they’re looking 
for? 

“We’re going to talk to him, for sure,” Waddell said. “We’ll see where he’s 
at and take it from there. It’s an option.” 

3. But what about No. 1? 

You have every right to think, “I’ll believe it when I see it,” here, but 
Waddell told me the Hurricanes are actually looking to make a bigger 
splash in net. 

“I think we’re looking more toward the veteran side of things,” he said. 
“We’re in a win-now mode, and having a veteran goalie makes the most 
sense for our franchise right now. So hopefully that’s the direction we end 
up in.” 

Who might that mean they’re targeting? The Canes will obviously weigh 
their options with their own UFA Mrazek, and don’t rule out a trade 
acquisition. But the current UFA goalie market is interesting. Names like 
Antti Raanta, Frederik Andersen and Jaroslav Halak are all out there and 
could see Carolina as a good fit. 

“We’ve got some things going on, obviously, but at the end of the day, I 
think we’re a destination place,” Waddell said. “We’ve got a good 
defense and an open net. I think we’ve got a spot that’s pretty appealing 
to a lot of guys.” 
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NHL trade grades: Red Wings take a chance on Alex Nedeljkovic, 
Hurricanes get little in return 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille  

Jul 22, 2021   

 

Hurricanes get: goalie Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick in 2021. 

The Grades 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Goalies. Can’t live with ’em, can’t live without ’em. 
They are by far the hardest position to evaluate and that makes 
analyzing any deal including them tricky. Carolina knows this well and for 
a long time has struggled to get capable goaltending. That changed this 
year and it changed mostly because of Alex Nedeljkovic, the team’s 
playoff starter and league leader in save percentage. Prior to the season 
starting, he was available on waivers for free to anybody that wanted him 
and passed through. After just 23 games there are zero certainties 
between those two extremes. 

Perhaps that’s why Carolina didn’t want to pay up, but it’s hard to see this 
making sense for a goalie who ranked third in goals saved above 
expected this year behind only Marc-Andre Fleury and Connor 
Hellebuyck with 13. By GSVA, Nedeljkovic’s rating is exorbitantly high at 
2.5 wins per 50 starts – and that’s after a heavy dose of regression – 
which makes giving him up for a third and the rights to Jonathan Bernier 
very strange. I understand the trepidation given the uncertainty as there 
is still a real chance what we saw from Nedeljkovic was a fluke (or driven 
by the team in front of him in a way public models don’t see), but the 
asking price didn’t seem that high. Nedeljkovic has signed with the Red 
Wings for just $3 million per on a two-year deal which has high potential 
to be a bargain. 

For Detroit, the Red Wings have the cap space to take the risk on a guy 
who showed last year he has a very high ceiling. They have the cap 
space to take a chance on him continuing at that level and paid 
extremely little to make it happen. He’s a clear upgrade over Bernier if he 
can keep up his play and that makes Detroit a better team than it was 
yesterday, ready to start climbing out of the basement. With his age and 
what he’s shown, Nedeljkovic is a potentially strong starting goaltender, 
and that’s a slam dunk for the Red Wings. 

Hurricanes grade: C- 

Red Wings grade: A 

Sean Gentille: We’ll start with the half of the deal that makes obvious 
sense. The Red Wings needed a goalie. Not even a good one, 
necessarily, just someone who could be counted on to make actual 
starts. Last season, Bernier and Thomas Greiss split time. Both were 
competent. Both are also in their 30s and Bernier is about to hit free 
agency. That represents a short-term need, even for a rebuilding team. 
Nedeljkovic (25 years old, .932 save percentage) checks that box. He 
also, by virtue of the two-year, $3 million AAV deal he signed with the 
Red Wings shortly after the deal, carries the potential for more. Is the 
sample size huge? Nope. But there’s a chance Nedelkovic is an actual 
long-term answer for a team that isn’t particularly concerned about 
standings points in 2022. Throw in the low-risk cost and the fact that the 
organizational goalie pipeline is, as Max Bultman put it “highly uncertain,” 
and this looks good for Detroit. 

On the Carolina end … huh. Here’s where it makes some sense: Could 
Nedeljkovic, had he headed to arbitration, wound up with, say, a $5.5 
million award? That would’ve kneecapped some of Carolina’s offseason 
plans. Cap flexibility counts for something. Also, before his star turn in 
the spring, Nedeljkovic was a career .904 AHL goalie who’d just passed 
through waivers. They weren’t fully sold on him. That’s not unreasonable. 

Still, the deal Nedeljkovic immediately signed with the Red Wings is 
eminently reasonable — and he was a major reason the Hurricanes took 
a jump forward in 2021. Worrying about a $5.5 cap hit makes sense. 
Worrying about a $3 million hit, less so. That’s what Nedeljkovic wound 
up accepting from a terrible team he’s never played for. The path to an 
extension was clear. 
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Beyond that — and this is the portion the fanbase seems primed to freak 
out about — one of the best teams in the Eastern Conference currently 
has no NHL goalies under contract. Bernier is a UFA. Petr Mrazek is as 
well. James Reimer, part of the rotation in Carolina in recent seasons? 
Yep, him too. And they just sent out a young, productive fan favorite over 
a couple million dollars per season. If the end result here is the Canes 
bringing back Mrazek (who has been quite good when healthy over the 
last three years) and doing work elsewhere (as we all glance in Dougie 
Hamilton’s direction), it’ll all come out in the wash. It’s far too early to 
assume that, though, and far easier to imagine the game of goalie 
musical chairs ending with the Hurricanes on their feet. 

Hurricanes grade: D+ 

Red Wings grade: A 
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The Athletic / ‘The sky’s the limit’: Why NHL Draft prospect Corson 
Ceulemans has the potential to do it all 

 

By Max Bultman  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

As the Brooks Bandits’ season raced toward the finish line back in Spring 
2019, Ryan Papaioannou gathered his captains to ask them a question. 

The Canadian Sport School Hockey League’s U18 season was winding 
down, which meant Corson Ceulemans — then a 15-year-old 
defenseman who had played five games with the Bandits as an affiliate 
that year — would soon be available. The Bandits, who play in the 
Alberta Junior Hockey League and that year were set to host the National 
Junior A Championship, were comprised of mostly 19-year-olds. A few 
were 20. So before Papaioannou brought in this kid blueliner, he wanted 
the blessing of the team’s leadership. 

“Do you guys want him to join our team and to play?” Papaioannou 
asked. “Because I don’t want him to be here if he’s not going to play, and 
I also don’t want to take away somebody’s spot if you guys don’t think we 
should do it.” 

The captains, who would have largely only known Ceulemans from those 
five games as an affiliate, responded definitively: 

If he makes us better, 100 percent let’s get him here, and get him in the 
lineup. 

So, how did it go for the youngster thrust into postseason action against 
boys four and five years his senior? 

“He was great,” Papaioannou recalled. “He played on our second pair. 
He really made us a lot better, because we were limited in terms of right-
handed defensemen, so he helped round out our back end, but he 
played a lot like he did in (the U18 world championship): very simple, 
very efficient. He was not trying to create all kinds of crazy offense. He 
just went out, did his job and he was fantastic for us.” 

The Bandits went on to win the national title, going 4-0 in the round-robin 
portion and then winning a pair of 4-3 games in the semifinal and final — 
the start of a dominant (albeit abbreviated due to COVID-19) AJHL 
career for Ceulemans. 

Now, his career will start a new chapter with the NHL Draft starting 
Friday. The Athletic’s Corey Pronman ranked Ceulemans No. 13 and 
Scott Wheeler had him at No. 22 on their final draft boards. 

In addition to the pandemic-shortened seasons, coming from the Junior A 
ranks rather than major junior hockey means Ceulemans has not always 
been as prominent on the public radar as some of his draft-class 
counterparts. The difference in leagues, too, can make it tricky to directly 
compare. When it came time for the U18 championships this spring, even 
Team Canada coach Dave Barr wasn’t totally sure what to expect from 
Ceulemans going into the tournament. 

“And it was like, ‘whoa,'” Barr recalled. “We played him more and more 
as the tournament went along, because we could trust him defensively, 
and he could skate pucks out of trouble a lot, and he made it look rather 
easy.” 

Looking at his resume, Ceulemans’ offense naturally comes to the 
forefront — and for good reason: in his underage year, he blew away all 
other U17 defensemen in the AJHL with 35 points in 44 games. And to a 
large degree, his productivity also stood out at the U18s, where 
Ceulemans tied for the tournament lead in scoring among defensemen 
with eight points in six games — one game fewer than the two defenders 
he was tied with. 

Corson Ceulemans, No. 4, had 46 points in 57 career AJHL games. 

But when Papaioannou watched the tournament, he noticed something. 

“When he’s here, he’s a really heavily offensive-focused D,’” 
Papaioannou said. “It’s all about scoring points, it’s all about making 
things happen. I thought in that event he sat back a little bit more, he was 
way more defensively minded. I think that he just was out there 
supporting the rush, he didn’t lead the rush a whole ton. I think in a way 
he looked more calm — I wouldn’t say more confident, but he just looked 
more calm back there (and) probably the way he’s going to need to play 
next year.” 

By “next year,” Papaioannou is referring to Ceulemans’ commitment to 
play college hockey at Wisconsin — which will surely be a noticeable 
step up for him. But when it comes to projecting Ceulemans long-term, 
that observation his coach made could prove prescient. If Ceulemans 
can let it fly offensively in club play, and play a calmer, defensively-
minded game when the moment calls for it, the natural follow-up is 
obvious: what might he become if he puts it all together? 

“He’s a powerful skater, he’s got offensive instincts, he has the ability to 
seemingly create something out of nothing because he’s got some pretty 
good puck skills,” Papaioannou. “But he’s an offensive-minded 
defenseman, and I think his game is just starting to become well-
rounded, he’s starting to pay a little bit more attention to the finer details 
of defending, and starting to use his size a little bit more defensively. And 
I think that’s kind of the change for him, is he’s always been a very gifted 
and smart offensive player, and now things are starting to just come a 
little bit more full circle, and I think all at the right time: right before he 
heads to college, where he’s going to have to really be a 200-foot guy to 
be successful.” 

Ceulemans’ skating draws strong reviews from those who have coached 
him, which is a great place for a modern defenseman to start — 
especially at his 6-foot-2 stature. Kyle Tapp, a skills coach who has 
worked with Ceulemans for the last two years, called him “explosive” as 
an athlete, and Papaioannou also pointed to his shot as a top offensive 
skill. Those two traits make it easy to see how the defenseman has been 
able to pile up the points thus far. 

But Barr, who coached in the NHL for more than a decade between 2008 
and 2019, also had confidence in Ceulemans’ ability to kill penalties — 
the kind of skill that could make him an all-situations defenseman down 
the line. 

“Penalty killing nowadays, when there’s a loose puck, teams are 
pressuring,” he said. “Everybody does it. Nobody sits in the middle and 
blocks shots. When teams have control they might, but when there’s a 
loose puck, puck’s on the wall, you’re going. So a defenseman who’s got 
pretty good size who can move, he’s going to be putting pressure, or he’s 
going to be getting to those loose pucks a fair amount of time. So he 
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should become a very good PK defenseman, plus he’s got the ability to 
block shots, or the willingness to block shots.” 

Papaioannou echoed those sentiments, calling Ceulemans a “really good 
penalty killer” with the Bandits due to his feet, strength and 
competitiveness. Add it all up, and it’s easy to understand why 
Ceulemans, if he can reach his ceiling, projects as a valuable player. 

But few prospects are polished at this young age, and that’s where his 
new team’s development staff will have to come into play. 

One of the areas Papaioannou noted Ceulemans was still developing 
was in using his teammates to help create offense — something he 
attributed more to deciding to make those plays rather than identifying 
them. 

“I think he sees it all,” Papaioannou said. “I think he’s really excited about 
scoring goals, he’s really excited about being the guy that gets it done, 
and I think that’s a great quality. And now if he is able to start to use 
other people around him, I think he’s going to find himself (being) more 
successful.” 

Tapp chalked part of that up to “the difficulty with being elite so young” 
and taking on all the heavy lifting himself. Certainly, the runway of going 
the college route at Wisconsin will help with that. 

“I think that’s part of the maturation as a hockey player, is when you get 
surrounded around other great players, that you guys do the collective 
heavy lifting together,” Tapp said. “So I’m sure as he adjusts and figures 
that part out, which I think college would be great for that as well — 
simplify a little bit.” 

Tapp, too, raved about what Ceulemans was like to coach, calling him 
“awesome” and “a student.” 

That’s important, because for all the potential in his game, work remains 
ahead of him — as with all prospects. But the upside is there. 

“There’s a lot of clay there,” Tapp said. “I think as he continues to work 
the finer technical points in his game, the sky’s the limit for him. In terms 
of how he projects out as an NHL player, obviously, he brings offense but 
he also has the ability to be nasty and physical defensively, as well, when 
he wants to be. So if you were to call him a 200-footer, that’s how I’d 
classify him. I don’t think there’s an area of his game that he can’t be 
successful in.” 
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The Athletic / ‘He’s just different’: The makings of Owen Power, the 2021 
NHL Draft’s presumptive No. 1 pick 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Jul 22, 2021 

 

The first time Bill Muckalt saw Owen Power play hockey, he was in a 
Toronto rink in 2017, looking for recruits for his Michigan Wolverines and 
standing next to Jim Hughes. Hughes’ three boys Quinn, Jack and Luke 
included two future Wolverines and two future first-round NHL draft picks 
with the last soon joining that club. But it wasn’t Luke, who was playing 
for the Toronto Marlboros, who grabbed Muckalt’s attention. It was this 
towering kid on the Mississauga Reps. 

“Who is this No. 22?” Muckalt asked Jim Hughes. “He’s unbelievable. He 
reminds me of Chris Pronger.” 

“That’s Owen Power,” Hughes answered, turning to lead him a few feet 
down the rink’s concourse to Power’s parents. 

“Well your son has a full scholarship to Michigan,” Muckalt told them. 

Today, Muckalt laughs about that introduction. He left the rink certain that 
Power would go the OHL route, so when the family later came back to 
him keen to consider the Wolverines instead, he was shocked. 

“Well, damn, aren’t we lucky?” he thought to himself. 

Now, he knows he’s lucky after having coached Power through his 
freshman year at the University of Michigan, now seeing more Victor 
Hedman than Chris Pronger in his pupil. 

“I know those are lofty comparisons, but I mean, there’s no doubt in my 
mind he’s going to be a No. 1-2 defenseman in the NHL for 15-20 years,” 
Muckalt said. 

He’s not alone in that belief, either. Power has created a lasting 
impression among many who have watched his game, making him the 
top prospect for the 2021 NHL Draft. 

The first thing everyone was always struck by when they’d roll through 
the rink to watch the Mississauga Reps was how big No. 22 was. 

Shawn Snider, Power’s longtime minor hockey coach, guesses that 
Power was “easily 6-foot-4” by his under-16 season with the Reps in 
2017-18. In a pair of recent one-on-ones with The Athletic, first over a 
call and then at a Toronto-area rink during a training session, Power 
guessed that he was probably closer to 6-3 because that’s how big his 
older brother Adam is and they were roughly the same height. But 
whatever it actually was, he was tall. 

The second impression they came away with was always that, while he 
was bigger than everyone else, he never looked gangly or 
uncoordinated. 

Despite his size, Power was always a natural athlete and grew up also 
playing competitive lacrosse. That just happened to translate on the ice, 
where he was almost always the best player in any GTHL game. 

“His skating ability would allow him to cover ice really well and he was 
able to take a few more chances because he could recover so well and 
take players’ ice away,” Snider said. “Obviously the size helps but I don’t 
want to give off the impression that that’s all that it was. He thought the 
game better than everyone. He had the skills to back it up. He was just 
an elite player.” 

If anything, Snider said Power needed a “killer instinct,” to learn how to 
use his size more, and rely on his skating and his skill less. 

More than just physically, Power was also mentally mature, making him 
the easy pick for Reps’ captain. Snider described him as a quiet leader 
who led by example. When the Reps would practice at 9 p.m. on 
weeknights, and Snider would try to get them off of the ice early to be in 
bed at a reasonable time before school the next day, Power would linger 
while his teammates headed to the dressing room. 

“You couldn’t drag him off of the ice. He’d be working on little skills that 
he could bring to a game and you’d have to have the Zamboni guy pretty 
much pull him off,” Snider said. “He wasn’t afraid to be different. He 
wasn’t afraid to stand out and work on little things where other players 
weren’t doing that.” 

When he wasn’t at the rink with the Reps, Power was usually at another 
working with skating coach Dawn Braid. 

“I wouldn’t say I was always a good skater. I’ve put a lot of work in,” 
Power said, almost defiantly. 

And when he wasn’t with Braid, he was working with skills coach Nick 
Quinn, whose Power Edge Pro (PEP) group began training Power at 13 
years old. Under Quinn, Power dedicated himself to developing what he 
calls “forward-specific skills” that would push him out of his comfort zone 
offensively. 
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According to Quinn, that work paid off as he trained alongside older top 
prospects in the Toronto area like Cole Perfetti and Jamie Drysdale. 

“He was a great player when we started but if you would have looked at 
him back then and said ‘he’ll be the first overall pick in the NHL Draft,’ I 
think most people had other players in mind,” Quinn said. “So his 
development has been stellar for the last three years and he has really 
worked on his game. … Most kids want to work on what they’re good at 
and that wasn’t him. He wanted to constantly work on the things that he 
wasn’t good at.” 

When OHL teams tried to convince Power to go the junior hockey route 
in advance of the league’s draft, Snider couldn’t believe how well his top 
player handled the pressure. 

“He’s the type of kid that I don’t even think he cared about the buzz,” 
Snider said. 

After touring several NCAA programs, Power committed at the end of his 
under-16 minor midget season to Michigan, turning down a clear OHL 
path to the NHL in favor of pursuing an education and an environment 
that he felt was more structured. 

The following season, he joined the USHL’s Chicago Steel. There, as the 
youngest player on its 2018-19 roster, he made a fast impression on 
Brock Sheahan (today the team’s head coach, then the team’s defense 
coach), as Power led all under-17 defensemen in scoring with 25 points 
in 58 games. 

“I think he’s an amazing person first off but then as a player I’ve never 
been around somebody that has all of these obvious gifts with his 
skating, and size, and hockey sense, and his general ability to play the 
game at an extremely high level,” Sheahan said. “But his true gift is his 
burn and his desire to get better. He’s always adding pieces to his 
game.” 

When Power returned to the team for the 2019-20 season, Steel staff 
had been so impressed by him as a rookie that they played him as the 
team’s No. 1 defenseman, even though he was still their defense’s 
second-youngest player. 

“We had very real discussions about whether he was our captain,” said 
Steel general manager Ryan Hardy (who has since joined the Maple 
Leafs front office). “We ultimately decided ‘this is an incredibly gifted kid, 
let’s not put the responsibility on a 16-year-old to be the leader of 20-
year-olds.’ But that is the regard to which we held him in our group.” 

Power responded by having the kind of year that would make a player a 
high pick in the draft year — a full season before he was eligible — 
winning the USHL’s Defenseman of the Year award with 40 points in 45 
games as the league’s most productive defenseman. 

When the season was over, abruptly shut down due to the pandemic last 
March, the team had lost just eight of 47 games and was in the midst of a 
13-game winning streak, with Power serving as a mentor to his 
teammates. 

“Just being around him was awesome for me and my development,” said 
Steel forward and fellow Wolverines commit Mackie Samoskevitch. “And 
he’s a really humble kid as well. We always pushed each other after 
practice. I didn’t take it for granted.” 

Disappointed that he couldn’t chase a Clark Cup in the USHL playoffs 
last spring, Power quickly re-focused himself in advance of an uncertain 
draft year and prepared like his freshman year at Michigan would go 
ahead as planned, even when it looked like it might not. 

When he eventually arrived on campus, the year came with new 
pressures brought on by a stellar freshman class which included himself, 
fellow top 2021 prospects Kent Johnson and Matt Beniers, and 2020 
picks Brendan Brisson and Thomas Bordeleau. 

After starting out living in the dorms, he and five of his teammates 
(Brisson, Johnson, Josh Groll, Philippe Lapointe and Sabres goaltending 
prospect Erik Portillo) quickly decided to find a house together. 

Meanwhile, he also tried to prepare to make Team Canada for the 2021 
world juniors, a team that he was eventually prevented from auditioning 
for due to the time that it would have meant away from the Wolverines. 

Every step along the way, though, he continued to impress a new set of 
coaches under Muckalt and Wolverines head coach Mel Pearson. 

“He’s the first one on the ice and the last one to leave,” Muckalt said. “His 
work ethic is unbelievable.” 

During the Wolverines’ Christmas break, while Power’s peers played at 
the world juniors, Power returned to Chicago to train with the Steel. 
Though Steel staff said he was welcome to come and go as he pleased, 
he didn’t pick or choose the days that he wanted to practice or lift 
weights. Instead, he jumped in head-on like he was a member of the 
team again. 

“His mindset is such that he’s a very humble and grounded kid but he’s 
also very hungry and he will take information from anyone to get better. 
Everybody that has ever been around him knows that he’s just different. 
He’s different as a player, he’s different as a person,” Hardy said. 

“For us, he was a professional hockey player in a 16-year-old’s body just 
in the way he went about his business, carried himself, treated other 
people, and the seriousness with which he takes the detail of his work on 
a daily basis. It really is quite impressive.” 

When Power returned to Michigan in 2021 for the home stretch of the 
season, his play hit such a high level that Muckalt threw out a third 
comparison, that of his former teammate Zdeno Chara (Muckalt played 
with Chara with the Islanders and the Senators after the pair were dealt 
for Alexei Yashin). 

“The year we were traded, Mike Millbury called me into his office and 
said ‘What do you think of Z?’ And I said I thought he was going to be a 
top-five-to-10 defenseman in the NHL and that he could play against 
Messier, Jagr, Gretzky, Lemieux and Bure, and Mike looked at me like I 
was the dumbest person he’d ever met and he traded both of us three 
months later,” Muckalt said, laughing. “And Owen is that much further 
ahead than Z at this point. He might not end up having a career like him 
but it wouldn’t surprise me one bit if he does.” 

Power’s strong play at Michigan led to 16 points in 26 games and a nod 
on the Big Ten All-Rookie Team and the Big Ten Second All-Star Team. 

“He’s a pain in the ass because he always wants extra ice and video. 
And he’s not concerned if he’s in your office a lot,” Pearson said, 
laughing. “There’s a lot of guys who work hard when they’re forced to 
work hard or you’re around them, but it’s what he’s doing when nobody’s 
watching. Here’s everybody talking about (him) being the No. 1 pick and 
he’s not resting on his laurels.” 

For the second year in a row, Power’s season was cut short by the 
pandemic when protocols prevented the Wolverines from playing in the 
NCAA Tournament just an hour before they were set to leave for their 
game. 

“Everyone was excited leaving, we thought we had a really good chance 
of winning and we were happy with where the team was. It was 
heartbreaking to hear the news,” Power said. 

Power rebounded, joining Team Canada for the 2021 world 
championships in Latvia, where he began in a depth role before 
emerging as a go-to player to log 24:17 in the gold medal game, a 3-2 
win over Finland, which further solidified him as the 2021 draft’s likely No. 
1 pick. 

Power still doesn’t know how tall he is because he just seems to keep 
growing. 

On a Zoom call from his basement quarantine after returning to Toronto 
once his season was done, he chuckled to himself about it. He knows 
he’s between 210 and 215 pounds, but he’s not sure if he’s 6-foot-5 or 6-
foot-6. 
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When he looks back on his unusual draft year, he points to how talented 
his last two teams have been, first with the Steel and then with the 
Wolverines, for the way they elevated him, and credits Braid for his 
talked-about skating ability. 

“Competing against top guys every day, it does matter,” Power said.” You 
don’t see very many junior or college teams with that much top-end 
talent.” 

While everyone else waits to see whether he’ll go first, Michigan argues 
that he should. 

“I believe if he came through a different path than the USHL and NCAA, 
there wouldn’t be a close debate,” Hardy said. “I don’t even think that 
there is a close grouping at No. 1. I think Owen Power is in a different 
stratosphere and the rest are just some really good players.” 

When people point to his size and wonder how much it has or hasn’t 
benefitted him over the years, Hardy fights back. 

“I quite frankly get really angry when I read the size thing. I’ve been the 
guy forever championing the small player and that’s kind of where I’ve 
found the market inefficiencies in what I’m doing, so I’ve got a great 
affinity for the underdeveloped player, but at the same time, Owen Power 
is special,” Hardy said. 

“We probably, for too long, have looked at big players and said ‘all right, 
because they’re big, there’s all of this potential.’ So from that standpoint, I 
do appreciate where people are coming from and the questions that 
they’re asking. On the flip side? Wrong horse. The fact that he is as 
coordinated, as agile, and as smooth as he is right now, at 18, in that 6-
foot-6 frame, it’s incredible.” 

Those same arguments frustrate Pearson, as well. 

“People want to say ‘well, he’s such a good skater for his size’ and I think 
to myself ‘no, no, no, hold on here, regardless of his size he’s a good 
skater,'” Pearson said. 

Sheahan and Power still keep in touch, regularly texting and FaceTiming. 
Sheahan argues his old Steel defenseman would be in the conversation 
for the top pick even if he were a few inches shorter. 

“I still think he’d be the best defenseman that I’ve ever coached or player 
that I’ve been around if he were 6-foot-2. It makes it even more 
exceptional, not less, that he’s that big,” Sheahan said. 

“His approach, his mindset, and the way he thinks the game is really 
what’s elite about him. And the talent level, like the puck play, his shot, 
the skating, you put all of that in there. I just don’t see him not getting 
better and better over the next five, even 10 years. He’s just so elite on 
both sides of the puck that he defends at a high level and then he thinks 
the game at the highest level offensively. He controls the game. He can 
find plays that other players just don’t find.” 

Snider regularly texts Power to pick his brain on everything from the 
neutral zone coverage the Wolverines use to the defensive zone systems 
they play. 

“I could talk about him all day really,” Snider said. “He was a pleasure to 
coach.” 

Quinn says Power is more poised with the puck on his stick than many of 
his smaller NHL clients. 

“If you look at the way he reacts under pressure, the way he can move 
pucks to space in tight areas, the way he can escape pressure, the value 
he adds on offense is just as equal as the value he adds on defense and 
that’s very rare for a player of his stature,” Quinn said. “Hence why he’s 
the No. 1 prospect in the draft. He’s the type of player you build your 
franchise around.” 

Pearson and Muckalt hope he’ll return for his sophomore year and point 
to the benefits highly-drafted defensemen like Cale Makar, Zach 
Werenski and Quinn Hughes reaped from playing two years in college 
(the latter two as Wolverines). 

“At this point, we expect to get him back,” Pearson said. “Given what a 
weird year it was, by staying another year I definitely think that it could 
help him. He needs to take another step and become even more 
dominant than he was this year. I expect him to be if not the best 
defenseman in the league then right there. And there were times when 
he was this year but I think there’s another level for him.” 

Power, for his part, isn’t necessarily married to the NHL as his only option 
next year either. He says he still has some unfinished business and a 
national championship to win. 

“I think long term going back to school is probably the smartest thing. I 
think if I wanted to, I could play in the NHL no problem,” Power finished.” 
It would be great to play in the NHL but I’m in no rush. I don’t think 
Michigan’s a bad option to go back to by any stretch. Right now I’m 
probably leaning towards going back but that could all change depending 
on who drafts me and what they want.” 
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The Athletic / How Luke Hughes cemented his place as a top NHL draft 
prospect: ‘He earned it on his own’ 

 

By Corey Masisak  

Jul 22, 2021   

 

From the day Luke Hughes put on a jersey for his first organized hockey 
game, there were often people watching who knew who he was. 

Two older brothers, both amateur stars who eventually became top-
seven picks in the NHL Draft, were establishing the standard for a new 
“First Family of American Hockey” while tearing up the famed Toronto 
youth circuit, the Greater Toronto Hockey League. 

So while the youngest Hughes brother has forged his own path, which 
included two years with the Little Caesars program in Michigan after the 
family moved from Toronto, he’s had an almost unfair expectation level to 
try to meet at every step along the way. 

This past season was different for everyone in hockey because of a 
pandemic, but there were some unique experiences for Hughes beyond 
anything related to COVID-19 as well. He is a Hughes brother, which 
makes him one of the most well-known and heavily scouted and debated 
players in the 2021 draft class. But almost as a perfect representative for 
this draft cycle, there is still some uncertainty about what type of player 
he’s going to be and when his name will ultimately be called Friday night. 

“I think (Quinn and Jack) kind of taught me going into the year that you’ve 
got to be ready for everything and you’ve got to stay level-minded,” Luke 
said. “You can’t get too high or low going through the year. I think that 
really applies to me this year because with all the COVID implications 
and getting shut down and quarantined at numerous times throughout 
the year, I think you’ve got to stay level-headed. That was one big piece 
of advice they gave me throughout the draft year.” 

Hughes also had a new coach at the U.S. National Team Development 
Program in Dan Muse. A prolonged preseason of extended practice time 
before the club started playing games gave Muse a unique opportunity. 

“When I came in, I knew that because of COVID, we weren’t playing a 
game for any time in the foreseeable future,” Muse said. “We started 
before really anybody else did, and I knew we were going to be on the 
ice a lot before we had any games. Because of that, not only did I not go 
back and Watch video on these guys, I also asked everybody on staff 
like, ‘I don’t want to hear anything. I don’t want to know about anybody. I 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 23, 2021 

 

want to form my own opinions on these players, because I have the 
luxury of doing it right now. I don’t need to make any rash decisions.’ I 
think that was fair to players and gave them a chance to get a fresh 
perspective.” 

Muse had previous coaching stops with the Predators in the NHL, the 
Chicago Steel in the USHL and Yale and Sacred Heart in college hockey. 
When he coached in the junior and college ranks, he’d always hear about 
and see the top American prospects play, whether it was at camps, 
festivals or during their youth seasons. 

This was a different experience for him as well. He might have been one 
of the few coaches the U.S. NTDP could have picked to coach the U18 
team that hadn’t watched a lot of Luke Hughes playing for Little Caesars 
or the Toronto Marlboros before that. 

“I really tried to block out any past knowledge of anything with these 
guys. He earned everything he got with me,” Muse said. “He earned it on 
his own and throughout the year. 

“When I started working with Luke, all it was for me was being 
impressed. And then as the year went on, I was just more impressed with 
him as a player and a person and just his maturity with the way he 
approaches his game and his development. There is a real want to learn. 
It was all fantastic.” 

Luke Hughes was an aspiring center early in his youth career. Both of his 
brothers were, though Quinn switched to defense around 13 and was a 
top collegiate player for Michigan before finishing second in the Calder 
Trophy voting as a rookie with the Canucks in 2019-20. 

It was at essentially the same point in Luke’s career that he also made 
the switch to the blue line. Like both of his brothers, he had a decorated 
two-year career with the U.S. NTDP. And he did not shy away from a 
family tradition — all three wore No. 43 for their U17 seasons and No. 6 
for their U18 years. 

He also lived up to the billing, as one of the U.S. NTDP’s top players the 
past two seasons. The program has had a remarkable run of high-end 
defensemen in recent seasons. Hughes will be the eighth defenseman 
selected in the first round since 2015 who has played there. That group 
includes Jake Sanderson (2020), Cam York (2019), Quinn Hughes and 
K’Andre Miller (2018), Charlie McAvoy (2016) and Noah Hanifin and 
Zach Werenski (2015). 

And that doesn’t account for Adam Fox, who was a third-round pick out 
of the program in 2016 and just won the Norris Trophy. Sanderson is the 
highest pick at No. 5, and there’s a possibility that Luke Hughes tops that 
on Friday. 

“I think he could go as high as third or as low as eighth,” said analyst 
Brian Lawton, who will be part of NHL Network’s coverage of the draft 
Friday night and Saturday. “That’s a pretty big swing for this late in the 
process. I love his potential. I love my conversations with the family and 
Luke in particular, because Luke is so dialed in with the knowledge of his 
brothers. I actually think it is a huge advantage for him. I talked to him a 
couple weeks ago and it’s like I don’t have to do any research because 
he did it all for me.” 

It’s not just production on par with some of the best defensemen in the 
NHL at the same youth program that makes Hughes one of the top 
prospects in the 2021 draft. Like his brothers before him, the base of 
everything for Luke is his elite skating ability. 

“I mean, the skating is so obvious,” Muse said. “I think anybody could 
watch Luke play for two shifts and see his skating and his edgework. He 
has great mobility, versatility, escapability, all those things, and it doesn’t 
take long to see those things. But I really like the more you get to work 
with him, the more you can understand his thought process about the 
game. He uses that skating that he has and his skill to really manipulate 
the opponent. He has the ability to not just beat one guy, but to draw a 
second guy to him and create time and space for both himself and his 
teammates when he has the puck.” 

The second component of Hughes’ package as a potential top-five pick is 
his size. This is where he diverges from Quinn and Jack. When both of 
his older brothers are measured, their height starts with a five. Luke was 
not always tall — Jack said Luke was 5-foot-3 or 5-foot-4 four years ago 
— but Luke sprouted past Jack and Quinn by the time he was 16. 

“Luke was here a week ago, and he is 6-foot-2, could be 6-foot-3,” Jack 
said when the Devils season ended. “You’re dealing with a completely 
different player. He’s got the skating and he’s got the smarts that Quinn 
has, but this is a kid that is big. He’s not a ‘normal Hughes’ so to speak. 
He’s going to be big-time, can shut guys down, offensive — maybe a 
Shea Theodore kind of player. It’s exciting to see where Luke will go.” 

The Athletic’s Corey Pronman and Scott Wheeler both rated Hughes as 
the best skater in the 2021 draft. Muse praised the work Hughes put in 
on the defensive side of his game over the past year, while also noting 
that the team doesn’t spend a lot of time defending when he’s on the ice 
in large part because of his ability to keep it moving toward the offensive 
end. 

Hughes is also one of the youngest players in the draft, certainly the 
youngest that will be among the top picks. He is 291 days younger than 
Owen Power, the favorite to be selected first by the Sabres. 

“Quinn Hughes, but bigger” would be a sure-fire candidate to challenge 
Power for the top spot, but that comparison probably isn’t fair to either of 
them. There are still areas of the game that Quinn excels at in which 
Luke needs to improve. 

“He’s not as offensively gifted intellectually as Quinn (was) at this point,” 
Lawton said. “Quinn sees the ice so well. He’s also a great skater, but 
there are lots of guys who can skate as well as Quinn Hughes. There 
aren’t a lot of them who can handle the puck in traffic and make the plays 
that he does. That’s what is really unique with Quinn. I haven’t seen that 
level from Luke yet. I wouldn’t say he’s just a defensive guy, but I’m not 
ready to say he can be as elite offensively as Quinn. I think his skating is 
really good. I think Quinn’s skating is even better. 

“I have Luke rated as an elite skater, but I’d put Quinn at another level 
above. I think Luke’s hockey sense is above average. I have Quinn’s as 
elite, but that’s offensive first. Defensively, I think Luke is intellectually 
ahead of Quinn. I think he should spend the next two years at Michigan 
— really playing it year by year, but I think he’ll go for two — just working 
on his puck skills and working on his reads in situations offensively. He’s 
already good defensively, and I think that will get even better organically. 
I think if he wants to be in the category of the really elite guys in the 
league, he still needs to bridge the gap in those offensive areas.” 

There is also the injury. One of the challenges Luke faced this season — 
beyond several COVID-19 related disruptions — was a lacerated tendon 
in his foot from a skate cut. He finished the game where it happened on 
March 7, but a decision to have season-ending surgery was made a few 
days later. 

It meant no trip to Texas for the U18 world championships, which is often 
the last, best chance for top prospects to leave a lasting impression 
before draft day. Luke said he will attend the world juniors summer 
showcase event, which starts on the second day of the draft. He declared 
himself almost 100 percent two weeks ago. 

“Just trying to get my timing and stuff back and finish rehab,” Hughes 
said. “There’s no problem with the toe. It feels great and I’ll be ready to 
go.” 

Regardless of which team selects Hughes on Friday night, it will be one 
of the top stories of the draft. Jack’s team is at No. 4. The hometown Red 
Wings are at No. 6. Quinn’s team is at No. 9. 

Luke Hughes might be taller than his older brothers, but a combination of 
COVID-19 disruptions and a season-ending injury have limited his 
chances to gain more in-game experience. It’s fair to say he needs more 
growth in certain aspects of his game. 
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Given his relative youth and the support system around him, Hughes 
could develop into one of the best players in this draft class, regardless 
of where he ends up Friday. 

“I have full faith and confidence that Luke’s game is going to continue to 
grow, continue to evolve,” Muse said. “I got to see just the work that he 
puts into it, and the drive that he has. And I think with him, a lot of it’s just 
going to be continuing that progression. He’s really diligent in terms of 
how he prepares on a day-to-day basis, extremely mature that way. It’s 
taking care of himself — the big picture stuff that everybody talks about, 
the weight room and the practices, Luke is looking for every little angle 
that he can find to continue to work towards his full potential. He’s just 
got this extremely high drive. He wants to reach his full potential and he 
wants to be great and he wants his team to be great.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blackhawks pushing for Seth Jones, Ryan Suter nearing 
decision 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

July 22, 2021, 10:51 PM 

 

• According to several sources, Chicago and Columbus are taking 
another run at a Seth Jones trade. During the first attempt, the Blue 
Jackets discussed Kirby Dach or Alex DeBrincat as the centrepiece, but 
it wasn’t something the Blackhawks wished to do. 

What the two teams are trying to do is find common ground without 
including either of them; finding another mix of Chicago’s young players, 
prospects and high draft picks. (The Blackhawks are scheduled to select 
12th in the first round.) It is believed they are one of the teams that could 
secure a long-term commitment from Jones. 

We’ll see where this goes, and who — if anyone else — enters the chat. 

• Ryan Suter is a popular man. Possible he makes his decision by 
Monday. Among interested parties: Boston, Colorado, Dallas, Florida and 
the Islanders. 

Another popular defender is Alec Martinez, but first he’s got to decide if 
he’s 1995 Nic Cage — Leaving Las Vegas. 

What happens with Jones, Suter and Martinez determines several other 
defenceman destinations. 

A unique, but valuable case could be newly-minted Stanley Cup 
champion David Savard, because word is he’s more willing than some of 
his peers to consider Canadian destinations. One GM said Thursday that 
he’s hearing more and more from players that they prefer not to play in 
Canada. “It’s a real thing,” he said, mentioning taxes, social media and 
tighter pandemic restrictions. 

• Best line about the unpredictability of this draft? One exec said, 
“Someone’s going to take a player (Friday) and I’m going to say, ‘Holy 
#$%&, we had him in the fourth round!’ 

• Vancouver has stepped-up efforts to find a landing spot for Braden 
Holtby. I think there’s a lot of this going around the NHL these days, but 
word is the Canucks have given his representatives permission to aid in 
the search. 

• Rick Tocchet is considering television opportunities in addition to an 
associate coach role or two. There was at least one that would have 
made him the highest-paid assistant in the NHL. 

• Finally, and more seriously, Chicago GM Stan Bowman made his first 
media appearance since sexual abuse allegations against former video 
coach Brad Aldrich were made. His statement is here. Amended lawsuits 
in the case were filed Thursday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Bergevin seeks clarity on several fronts as 
busy off-season looms 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

July 22, 2021, 3:07 PM 

 

MONTREAL — It was confirmation day with Montreal Canadiens general 
manager Marc Bergevin, who cleared up a lot of ambiguity regarding 
several of his key players when he met with the media via Zoom two 
hours before the NHL’s trade freeze was lifted on Thursday. 

Let’s get it all on the table now, because what was left uncertain is just as 
relevant and must be dissected. 

First, on Carey Price, the franchise goaltender who was left exposed and 
was ultimately not selected by the Kraken in Wednesday’s expansion 
draft: Bergevin confirmed it was Price who had approached him with the 
plan to waive his no-movement clause after discussing things with Jake 
Allen and concluding this would be the best way to keep both 
goaltenders in Montreal. 

“Once the conversation happened with Carey,” Bergevin said, “we looked 
at that closely and took a calculated risk that paid off for the 
organization.” 

The calculation was that the Kraken valued cap space more than 
anything else in the expansion draft—something covered in depth here 
by our Chris Johnston—and that they wouldn’t be willing to tie up close to 
13 per cent of their cap in Price’s $10.5-million hit for what’s likely to be 
four of his five years left under contract due to the upper limit stagnating 
at $81.5 million. Bergevin said, “the risk for us was really minimal,” and 
his confidence in that had to be bolstered by Seattle not knowing the 
extent of Price’s injuries before having to make their pick. 

Bergevin confirmed Price is in New York meeting with a specialist and 
gave this update on the severity of his injuries: “It’s nothing alarming at 
the moment that we’re speaking. Like we all know, Carey played all the 
minutes in the playoffs and performed very well. For sure, like all other 
players, he had bumps and bruises over the two months of the playoffs, 
but he’s going to meet with doctors this week and we’re not expecting 
anything major. But he won’t be out long—maybe just six-to-eight weeks. 
But there’s a small percentage it could be longer, but we’re not sure at 
the moment.” 

Bergevin also confirmed Elliotte Friedman’s report that Shea Weber 
won’t play next season and added it’s likely his remarkable career ends 
due to the injuries he’s sustained in his time with the Canadiens. 

“We know over the last number of years, he had his ankle, his thumb—
there were a lot pains,” said Bergevin, who omitted a meniscus tear that 
cost Weber and additional six months on the sidelines after surgery in 
July of 2018. “It took a lot of time for him just to get ready for a practice in 
the morning and, as you know, Shea’s not a guy who complains. Even 
missing a practice was not an option for him. He’s got a lot of mileage 
and really pushed his body to the limit. So, it’s really not possible for him 
to come back next season. And that’s probably the case for his career.” 
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Bergevin said this development with Weber surprised everyone in the 
organization. 

“I think we were all aware of the pain and what he was going through 
every day,” the GM said. “But to that degree? We didn’t know. Shea, as 
we all know, is a man of few words, and sharing and complaining about 
his body is not one thing that he does. So, I was very surprised.” 

As for Jonathan Drouin, the 26-year-old winger who was placed on long-
term injury reserve after taking personal leave 44 games into the 2021 
season, Bergevin revealed the most surprising news of the day. 

“We met with Jo,” Bergevin said. “We had a really good conversation. Jo 
feels great, he’s focused and he’s ready to go. So, I expect Jo to be in 
Montreal first day of camp.” 

The buzz around Montreal over the last two weeks overwhelmingly 
centred on Drouin not only walking away from the Canadiens but also 
stepping away from the game, so this was a very encouraging 
development. 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Bergevin expects Drouin to be with Canadiens in camp 

“It’s huge,” said Bergevin. “Jo, I think when (coach Dominique Ducharme) 
Dom took over, we saw the best hockey Jo ever played in a Montreal 
uniform. So, that’s very exciting. And then after that, as we all saw, his 
game dropped. And knowing now why that happened, and it’s been 
taken care of, we’re pretty excited to see Jo back and playing at the top 
of his game like he was under Dom… That’s a positive for us.” 

Bergevin confirmed Joel Armia and Corey Perry are free agents he’d like 
to have return with the Canadiens, and he said the door hasn’t been 
closed to Phillip Danault, even if sources informed Sportsnet earlier this 
week that Danault’s highly unlikely to agree to a deal with them. 

“Until an agreement is signed with us or with somebody else, there’s 
hope that he’s back,” said Bergevin. “But it’s too early to tell at this point.” 

And that brings us to everything else we don’t know as the draft 
approaches and free agency looms with Bergevin sitting on just over $14 
million in cap space and having a few holes to fill. 

The most pertinent piece is on Weber, and whether or not the captain’s 
$7.8-million cap hit will be permitted by the NHL to be designated to LTIR 
over his five years remaining under contract. 

“To a degree, we’re pretty confident that’s it’s going to be the case,” said 
Bergevin. 

But the GM won’t know for sure until Weber reports for training camp and 
is properly assessed by medical authorities. 

Still, Bergevin pointed out he can exceed the cap by up to 10 per cent of 
the upper limit during the off-season, which is something he’s willing to 
do if a player (or players) qualifies as worth spending on. 

Bergevin said he’ll look towards trade and free agency to try to supplant 
what Weber brought, but acknowledged those skates are too big to fill. 

“I have a lot of respect for Shea, for what he’s done for the Montreal 
Canadiens throughout his career, and it will be impossible to replace 
Shea Weber,” he said. “I mean, what he brings to our team on and off the 
ice—we’ll try our best, but I know deep down you can never replace 
Shea Weber.” 

Replacing Danault will also be a difficult task, but it seems the onus will 
be on doing so internally. 

Will Bergevin explore the market for help at centre? 

“We’ll look,” he said. “(Jesperi Kotkaniemi) KK, for me… when he takes 
control and becomes consistent, I really believe he can help us. So, if we 
lose Phil, he can take another step to fill in. And we have Jake (Evans) 
also, who we really like and who played big hockey for us. And we can 
always look to the outside, but it’s still about early to lean towards that.” 

There are also no guarantees it can be found on the open market, where 
the Canadiens aren’t necessarily on level ground. 

While it’s true they proved they have a bright present and future with their 
run to the Stanley Cup Final, that might not be enough to balance against 
some hesitance from free agents to choose a Canadian city as a playing 
destination. The contrast in COVID restrictions in Canada and the United 
States was extreme during the back half of the 2021 season and, as 
fears over a possible fourth wave of the pandemic propagate, there are 
concerns from certain players it’ll remain stark. 

“That’s a fact,” Bergevin said. “That’s reality. Still, today, we have 
restrictions, and it’s hard to tell how players feel about coming to Canada 
to do all this. So, we’ll know in the next week or so, but that’s a pretty 
good question.” 

Others will loom, with the biggest one being what Price’s trip to New York 
reveals. 

The expectation is the soon-to-be 34-year-old will need a cleanup 
operation and a six-to-eight-week recovery. 

“It’s not something that should be alarming,” Bergevin said, “but I guess 
until you go in, you’re really not sure.” 

The draft will bring uncertainty as well, with junior leagues having paused 
or canceled their 2021 seasons and the Canadiens picking so late in 
every round. 

What is guaranteed is how busy Bergevin will be assembling the 2021-22 
version of the Canadiens. 

“I didn’t have a chance to take a break, but that’s the price you play to go 
all the way to the final,” he said, “and that’s a pretty good price for me.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs at crossroads as Zach Hyman nears exit 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

July 22, 2021, 3:29 PM 

 

This one hurts, even if the impending split has been inevitable for some 
time now. 

Kyle Dubas may be able to find players with attributes that match what 
Zach Hyman brought to the Toronto Maple Leafs these last six seasons, 
but he won’t be able to find another Hyman. 

You simply don’t replace the unique combination of ability, effort, 
institutional knowledge and social capital that Hyman built up since 
arriving in a June 2015 trade with Florida -- the first Dubas orchestrated 
as an NHL general manager during the brief period where he held the 
interim title between Dave Nonis and Lou Lamoriello. 

Hyman marinated with other top organizational prospects in the 
American Hockey League. He made his NHL debut on the giddy night of 
Feb. 29, 2016 when the Leafs rewarded their fans during the rebuild by 
summoning William Nylander, Kasperi Kapanen and Nikita Soshnikov 

all at the same time. 

And over the intervening years he became one of their most trusted 
skaters, tasked with doing the dirty work alongside more skilled linemates 
while consistently setting a standard behind the scenes. 
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“He’s been an excellent player for us for his entire career here,” Dubas 
said Thursday, all-but referring to Hyman’s time with the Leafs in the past 
tense. “I think everyone loves him as a player and a person. We have 
certainly limits that we can go to [in contract negotiations] and we’ve tried 
to extend ourselves as best we can knowing that there would be a strong 
market for him.” 

The Leafs are believed to have extended the pending unrestricted free 
agent a max term eight-year offer carrying an annual value a little over $4 
million. But that’s still almost a million less per season than Hyman is 
being offered by the Edmonton Oilers, assuming a sign-and-trade with 
Toronto can be worked out to facilitate an eight-year deal. 

Should that fall through, a seven-year contract in Edmonton carrying 
Hyman’s signature is expected to land in the neighbourhood of $5.5 
million annually. 

That’s why Dubas recently granted Hyman’s agent, Todd Reynolds, the 
freedom to speak to other teams before free agency officially opens on 
July 28. It could potentially land the Leafs an asset should a sign-and-
trade scenario emerge, but it also allows both sides to start properly 
planning for an amicable end to their union. 

As of early Thursday afternoon, Dubas said that he hadn’t heard from 
Reynolds about needing to negotiate anything with the Oilers. Hyman 
travelled to Edmonton on Wednesday to tour the team’s facilities -- even 
requesting to work out in the gym, a testament to his don’t-miss-a-day 
approach -- and all signs pointed to the Oilers emerging as the leading 
candidate for his services. 

Toronto is willing to facilitate a sign-and-trade before the deadline to do 
so expires at 11:59 p.m. ET on Tuesday. 

“We’re open to anything that can help to make our team better,” said 
Dubas. “If there’s fair value to be had there then we’ll certainly explore it.” 

Ideally, he’d be calling a press conference instead to announce a new 
contract for the 29-year-old winger. That would almost certainly be the 
outcome if the NHL wasn’t governed by a hard cap system that requires 
tough decisions by teams carrying an outsized amount of established 
talent. 

The middle class is aggressively worn away under these rules. Just look 
at the Tampa Bay Lightning, already down two-thirds of their identity line 
two weeks after lifting the Stanley Cup, and facing even more 
subtractions. 

But let’s not lose sight of the fact that this system is designed to place 
guardrails around how much players can earn during the most productive 
years of their career as well. Hyman delivered tremendous value while 
earning $2.25 million annually over the last four seasons -- increasing his 
points-per-game total each year while playing more than 60 per cent of 
his five-on-five minutes with Auston Matthews. 

This is the first chance he’s had to test the free market and it stands as 
his best chance to be paid commensurate with his production. 

Should he wind up signing a seven- or eight-year contract, as expected, 
pundits will trip over themselves to point out the inherent risks. His age 
and a couple recent knee injuries make it unlikely that he’ll be able to 
perform up to its value right until the end. 

However, if you’re going to gamble on someone you want to gamble on a 
player like Hyman -- a guy who scratched and clawed his way from the 
Ontario Junior Hockey League to four seasons at the University of 
Michigan to an NHL contract that could touch $40 million. 

On a day where Dubas defiantly defended his core, saying “I believe in 
this group and I believe that they are going to get it done and I believe 
that they’re going to win,” you couldn’t help but wonder how much more 
challenging it will be for them to get over the hump without Hyman. 

You could already sense the hole forming even before he’d officially 
moved on. 

“Zach has shown night in and night out that he’s going to give his very 
best to the Toronto Maple Leafs and we certainly have valued that over 
the years,” said Dubas. “That’s why we’ve tried to find a solution here, 
but Zach has earned every dollar that he’s going to get in free agency. 

“He’s done it certainly not the easy way as well.” 

And now the job for everyone else gets just that much tougher. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Could Seattle have done better in the expansion draft? 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

July 22, 2021, 4:41 PM 

 

I’m of the belief that if you took every current NHL GM and went back in 
time to put them in Ron Francis’ shoes leading up to the expansion draft, 
the end result of leveraging zero assets from an opposing team and 
making one trade (Tyler Pitlick for a fourth rounder) in its wake would not 
be replicated a single time. 

I note this out of sheer bafflement, as it’s part of what we all imagined 
Francis and his staff spent the previous weeks and months trying to 
make happen – how do we utilize our advantage when we start building 
our team? It just seems so unlikely, presuming there were hundreds of 
phone calls discussing seemingly endless options with 30 GMs around 
the league. I’m surprised others didn’t press something on Francis that 
would’ve brought them assets. 

The conclusion, and they’ve explicitly said as much, is that they valued 
cap space above all. Yet still, there have been a couple notes that let us 
know Seattle left assets on the table because they asked too much in 
return and were inflexible. It feels like ample cap space and some 
additional picks/prospects was pretty attainable. 

Pierre LeBrun reported that if Montreal was to expose Jake Allen, Seattle 
wanted two picks and a prospect to not select him. Presumably, GMs 
don’t like to set a price and waffle on it (as Brian Burke explained to me 
many times), or others will try to wait you out in the future. So when 
Francis wouldn’t budge, Marc Bergevin got creative, and managed to 
keep his guys and give Seattle nothing. I’m sure had Seattle lowered the 
ask to skip on a protected Allen, they could’ve reached an agreement 
and added an asset or two while still getting Cale Fleury. 

Arizona traded for Shayne Gostisbehere, taking on two more seasons of 
his salary cap hit ($4.5 million) for the sweetener of a second-round pick 
and a seventh-rounder. He’s also not a write-off of as a player – there 
may be value in him yet – and he seems like the type of guy who could 
use a fresh start. Presumably, Seattle passed on accepting at least that 
pick package to select Gostisbehere, as getting the Kraken to take the 
Ghost Bear would’ve also kept Carsen Twarynski on Philly’s roster. 
Seattle valued cap space more than draft pick capital, but Gostisbehere's 
cap hit dries up in just two seasons. 

So, that leads me to where we’re left when reflecting on what Seattle has 
done here: they’ve protected that cap space, which can be weaponized 
in a number of ways, but now it’s on them to make it happen. It’s only 
useful if you can use it, and in some cases, things get harder now. 

Seattle had leverage on every team in the league over the past few days, 
having free access to a decent player from every group. But now they 
have 30 players, including a whack of left-shot defencemen, and teams 
know they have to move on from a couple. So there’s a swing in the 
power dynamic there. 
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If I had to guess, Seattle has projected their future far beyond yesterday 
and today, and wants to be there to cash in when teams are desperate to 
make moves down the road. They’re almost banking on the desperation 
of other teams coming to fruition. Yes, in the short term they can grab 
UFAs, and they’ve been tied to at least Jaden Schwartz so far. He could 
still come over. Gabriel Landeskog and Dougie Hamilton are still out 
there too, and both would be great top line/pair additions. 

But in zooming out, Seattle seems to recognize they’re unlikely to win the 
Cup in year one or two (which again makes me wonder why they 
wouldn’t do the Gostisbehere thing), and so are aiming beyond that. This 
year, every team in the NHL will once again get themselves back to 
being smashed up against the salary cap. And as the trade deadline 
comes, some teams will recognize that they need to add, and will look to 
a team like Seattle to be a third-party facilitator of trades (in exchange for 
assets), or maybe even to take someone like Mark Giordano off their 
hands for something great. It seems to me Seattle are positioning 
themselves for more, and that they recognize they don’t need to 
assemble a Cup favourite by August. 

It all comes down to other teams needing help later and offering up great 
deals, which can certainly -- and may likely -- happen, but isn’t promised. 
They’ve operated in such a conservative fashion it’s all swung around 
somehow to become a gamble. 

The group Seattle selected is, at least to my eye, better than some of the 
doubt I’ve seen expressed on social media in the hours that have 
passed. I don’t think it’s a bad team. They’ve got four or five guys I’d 
qualify as top-six, and Yanni Gourde/Jared McCann have a shot at being 
a decent pair of centres for an expansion team. Their D is really solid, 
particularly with the UFA adds of Adam Larsson and Jamie Oleksiak, and 
that questionable strength in the Pacific Division should be more than 
enough to win them hockey games. 

Dom Luszczyszyn of the Athletic has a quality model that projects the 
team Seattle drafted is actually better than the one Vegas originally did 
(though narrowly), but that brings us back to the point I led this all off 
with. 

Vegas also left the expansion draft with Shea Theodore. And Alex Tuch. 
And Reilly Smith. They also left the draft with seven additional draft picks. 
They had three picks in the top-15, which they leveraged for some of 
their current big named players like Max Pacioretty and Mark Stone. So 
that’s where we’re left wanting with Seattle – OK, you got 30 players, but 
what else? It’s just hard to see right now how they turn what they’re left 
with into better players, which I assume they still intend to do. 

I don’t have a ton of direct quibbles with their selections, but some 
complaints may include: Morgan Geekie instead of Jake Bean or Nino 
Niederreiter, Kurtis MacDermid instead of Blake Lizotte, passing on Max 
Domi or Kevin Stenlund, the John Quenneville pick, or a handful of 
others (maybe they should’ve been given something to take on the 
Jordan Eberle contract?). More often than not though, these decisions 
come to straight up player opinions, and I don’t expect any teams’ 
opinions to line up directly with mine. 

The complaint you’ll hear from most is simply that Ron Francis 
overplayed his hand and set the prices too high. We heard him say after 
the draft that teams learned from the Vegas expansion process, and 
weren’t willing to burn themselves again by giving up too much. Which 
says to me, maybe asking for the same exorbitant prices and not 
wavering from them wasn’t the smartest means of extracting anything 
from them. Teams didn’t want to get burned, sure, but that doesn’t mean 
they weren’t willing to do deals. 

If you’re gonna dig in as Francis did, you’re banking on that “inflexible 
negotiator” reputation paying off down the line, and maybe it will. Maybe. 

The Seattle Kraken are OK, and have the cap space to get better. We 
don’t know what they’ve got up their sleeves next. But we do know that it 
seems they failed to take advantage of their opening opportunity, and 
now the pressure’s on. 

But hey, pressure is fun, and represents that things matter, and only 
comes to teams who get to be in the thick of it. They’re a real team now, 
and the judgements begin. Welcome to the league, Seattle Kraken. 
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'Very determined' Eklund overcomes adversity to rise up draft list 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

When TSN's mid-season draft rankings came out, Djurgarden forward 
William Eklund was in seventh spot. A confidant relayed that information 
to the 18-year-old, who responded by simply saying, "I'm going to go No. 
1." 

This interaction was reported by The Athletic in a recent profile on the 
promising Swede. TSN asked Eklund about that moment in an interview 
this week.  

"It was more about my mentality," he said with a smile. "It's not that I 
want to be like a person who says that. It's just a mentality for me that's 
driven me since I was a little kid. You always want to be as good as you 
can so that's just my mentality."  

It's that self-belief that helped the 5-foot-10, 176-pounder excel against 
men in the Swedish Hockey League last season. He produced 23 points 
in 40 games despite missing time with COVID-19 and following an 
emergency appendectomy. 

Eklund was named the SHL's rookie of the year and received the E.J. 
McGuire Award from NHL Central Scouting, which is given annually to 
the prospect, who best exemplifies commitment to excellence through 
strength of character, competitiveness and athleticism. 

And in TSN's final draft rankings unveiled by Bob McKenzie this week, 
Eklund moved up into a tie for fourth.  

"I'm a very determined person," he said. "When I go into something I like 
to make it pretty well done and I'll do everything. And I also like to be 
positive, have a good vibe, and just try and enjoy every day and be kind 
to those around me."  

During a conversation with TSN, Eklund described how he overcame 
adversity this year and admitted he's not sure if he'll be a centre or 
winger in the NHL. The following is an edited transcript of the interview.  

How did you deal with the positive COVID test, which forced you to miss 
the World Juniors?  

"That was hard for me mentally. That was my goal when I went into the 
season was to make that team so to not be able to try and make it was 
hard." 

Did you have symptoms? 

"I had some symptoms like a fever, but not that bad." 

You underwent an emergency appendectomy in early January. What 
happened?  
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"We were going on a road trip. I was going on the bus and I had a fever 
and it was hurting in my stomach, but not the usual like if you had eaten 
something bad. It's something I had never felt before so I talked to the 
doctor. I had real high fever so we went straight to the hospital when we 
arrived. It was scary, because you didn't know exactly what it was, but I 
was in good hands there. I thank them for doing a fantastic job."  

What was the recovery like? 

"It was like three weeks or something. I was just trying to get back as fast 
as I could. It was kind of easy for me, but also tough mentally, of course."  

How did you become mentally strong?  

"You have to overcome downfalls like missing the World Juniors and this 
appendix surgery to really work on your mental toughness. Those things 
are also important if you want to be successful. I've just tried to think in 
my own head about the positive things that can come out of it, not just 
the negative thing, so just trying to focus on the positive things. Yeah, 
that's my mentality."  

How would you describe your style of game?  

"A two-way forward, who likes to be an offensive threat with playmaking 
ability and also with my shot. Also, a hard-working guy who's working for 
the team on the forecheck and back-check."  

What NHL player is your role model?  

"I like to watch Mathew Barzal a lot. He's able to create space for himself 
and his teammates with his skating ability and edge work and his quick 
turns in the corners. I love watching him."  

Where did you improve the most this season?  

"I improved my way of playing … I was more in front of the net in high-
danger scoring areas." 

Was that a mindset change or because you felt physically stronger? 

"I would say both. Like, mental, but also, I gained some weight and was 
able to stay there for a long time."  

What's it like playing on a line with Alexander Holtz?  

"He's a tremendous player. It’s just fun being with your best friend. We 
have so much in common. It's been a friendship since we’ve been 12 
years old. We enjoy playing with each other and I'm just trying to set him 
up. He's a tremendous shooter." 

What position do you think you'll play in the NHL: centre or wing?  

"It's hard to answer. I can do both. I can't really say I like one more. I 
played left wing a lot this year, but both feel pretty natural so I can’t really 
choose. I don't know what to say about that question." 

What do you like about left wing?  

"I like that you can be in the offensive zone and make turns and quick 
plays and be more on the offensive side than the centre. But, also, I like 
playing centre when you always come with speed in the middle and I also 
think it’s fun to have that defensive mentality." 

What has allowed you to succeed against older competition despite not 
being the tallest player?  

"I know I'm not going to be the biggest guy on the ice so I have to be 
even greater at the things I'm great at. So, just trying to use my skill-set 
and get to know what I'm good at and get even better at that." 
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Dubas discusses Hyman deal and the complicated off-season ahead 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Kyle Dubas knows he has work to do improving the Maple 
Leafs. What he doesn’t know just yet is whether that includes replacing 
Zach Hyman. 

The Leafs’ general manager hadn’t heard from Hyman’s camp following 
reports Thursday of a meeting between the pending unrestricted free 
agent winger and the Edmonton Oilers. According to TSN Hockey Insider 
Darren Dreger, the Oilers and Hyman are discussing a seven-year deal 
worth as much as $5.5 million per season.  

There's also the possibility of a sign-and-trade, which would allow 
Edmonton (or another club) to negotiate an eight-year contract with 
Hyman. 

Dubas had given Hyman’s agent, Todd Reynolds, permission last week 
to explore the market ahead of free agency officially opening on July 28, 
but Dubas said he is in the dark on how those conversations were 
proceeding.  

“At this time, I've not heard from Todd regarding the reports this morning, 
so I can't comment too deeply on that,” Dubas told reporters on a noon-
hour Zoom call Thursday. 

“I really don't know. It was our intention going into [free agency] to retain 
Zach's services. But we have certain limits that we can go to [in terms of 
salary cap], and we've tried to extend ourselves as best we can, knowing 
that there would be a strong market for him.” 

Hyman, 29, has spent the entirety of his career with the Leafs, compiling 
86 goals and 185 points over 345 games. Over the life of his expiring 
four-year, $9-million contract, Hyman has emerged as both a top-line 
winger capable of producing back-to-back 20-plus goal seasons (from 
2018-20) and an effective forechecker who excels on the penalty kill.  

Couple that with Hyman’s high-character reputation, and it’s a lot to 
potentially see walk out the door. No one knows that better than Dubas. 
But with a flat salary cap of $81.5 million and just about $9.4 million in 
space to address multiple needs for the coming season, the Leafs don’t 
have much wiggle room. 

“Zach has shown night in and night out he’s going to give his very best to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs and that’s why we’ve tried to find a solution 
here,” Dubas said. “But Zach’s earned every dollar he’s going to get in 
free agency. We’re going to have to make difficult decisions and it’ll be 
on myself more than anyone else to begin to replace the different talents 
and intangibles that a player [like Zach] brings to the room. We also need 
to see growth from players already signed here in those areas.” 

Thursday’s press conference was the first time Dubas has spoken 
publicly since June 2, after the Leafs blew a 3-1 first-round playoff series 
lead to Montreal and were eliminated from the playoffs. 

That gave Dubas and his staff plenty of time to not only prepare for free 
agency but also for Wednesday’s expansion draft and the upcoming 
entry draft, happening Friday and Saturday. 

Dubas orchestrated one trade ahead of submitting the Leafs' protected 
list to the Seattle Kraken, acquiring forward Jared McCann from 
Pittsburgh late last week in exchange for prospect Filip Hallander and a 
seventh-round pick in 2023. 

Since Toronto had opted to protect defenceman Justin Holl and expose 
Alex Kerfoot to Seattle, McCann was meant to be insurance at the 
forward position in case Kerfoot was selected. But Kraken general 
manager Ron Francis plucked McCann from the Leafs instead, and 
Toronto retained both Holl and Kerfoot.  
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Dubas explained the rationale behind those expansion draft decisions 
and more on Thursday’s call, including why he’s got unwavering faith in 
the Leafs’ core. 

On why Dubas isn’t chasing big changes to Leafs’ roster 

“I understand that some may look at it and say, 'This group hasn't gotten 
it done' and [ask] why there aren’t significant changes [being made]. But 
for better or worse, I believe in this group, and I believe that they are 
going to get it done and I believe that they're going to win. I understand 
that comes with certain doubt because of the fact that we have not 
broken through in the playoffs, but it's my belief that they will. I believe in 
them as players and I believe in them as people. I know that decision lies 
on me and what the risk is for me. I'm comfortable with it. I believe that 
we're going to see the best version of this group next season that we've 
seen yet and I'm willing to bet everything on that.” 

On why he protected Holl over Kerfoot or McCann 

“What do we have with Justin, and what do we have him for in the future? 
He’s signed for two more years [at $2 million per season]. He's taken 
major steps the last two seasons. I understand he's 29 years old, but he's 
extremely well-conditioned, [and there's] low mileage overall on him. We 
know what he's capable of, we know who he is as a person. We have a 
strong belief in him. If he's gone from our team, can we replace what he 
brings at the cap hit? And we went through it tons of different ways and 
looked at every iteration, knowing what the marketplace was saying 
about him, knowing what Seattle was likely to do, and then looking at the 
alternatives. We do have guys internally, but then you're back to the 
whole thing that we chased for years, which is sacrificing your defence 
depth and then trying to supplement that by signing someone that's 
inferior to him, probably around the same cap hit. We just did not think 
that he was replaceable.” 

On what his focus is for the coming off-season  

“We've got a goaltending situation where we need to find a competent 
partner for Jack Campbell, and let them [compete]. Jack had a great 
season and we have a lot of faith in Jack and are looking forward to him 
taking steps next year, but we need to address that [second goalie]. 
We're going to have some sort of opportunity upfront, which I think 
appeals to a lot of the players that are there [already]. If free agency 
doesn't bear fruit on that for us, if we don't think there's value, then we'll 
look at the trade market. It's easy to look now and have question marks, 
but come September when camp opens, we'll be in a different position.” 

“I don't really like when the negotiations get public, but we've had 
communications with both camps. I don't mean to dodge the question but 
I'd just rather leave it at that. The door isn't closed on either player.”  

On players the Leafs are counting on to push for NHL jobs next season 

“We had two guys that already challenge to play in Nick Robertson and 
Joey Anderson, and we expect them to continue to take steps in the right 
direction. I thought Semyon Der-Arguchintsev, while he needs to 
continue to work on his strength, had a really good season with Torpedo 
in the KHL. We signed Alex Steeves as a free agent from Notre Dame 
and he's been making great progress.  

On the backend, we're expecting Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren 
to continue to push and challenge and take steps there. And then you've 
got Kristian Rubens and Mac Hollowell that both had good seasons. We 
feel that depth on both forward and D is an area that we need to address 
in free agency to give those young players some competition and make 
sure that, if they're not ready, that we've got the requisite depth to help 
out there.” 

“We would like to give both Sandin and Liljegren every opportunity. We 
have to begin converting some of these guys from prospects. Maybe we 
blocked them a little bit [in the past], but they have to earn it. So, I'm not 
saying it's a clear path but I think we will try to focus in on a defenceman 
that maybe perhaps brings a little bit more power presence in the way 
that [pending UFA Zach Bogosian] did. But we’ll stay in touch with 
[Bogosian] as well as we get into free agency.”  

On entering this year’s entry draft with only three picks, none in the first 
round 

“Last year we had 12 draft picks, and this year with have three. So, from 
[the Entry Draft] in October 2020 to July 2021, we're going to add 15 new 
prospects to our system. That’s the way that we view it. Knowing what 
was coming with what we expected from our team and what was going to 
happen to our draft capital at the trade deadline [including the use of a 
2021 first-round pick to acquire Nick Foligno], we tried to pick players [in 
2020] that we thought we'd have a more complete view on. I think we still 
expect our scouting staff here to do a great job with the three picks we've 
got, and be able to return some players.” 
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TSN.CA / ‘Elite scorer’ Sillinger seeks family bragging rights at NHL draft 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Medicine Hat Tigers centre Cole Sillinger came in No. 11 on TSN's final 
draft rankings list. His dad, Mike, was picked 11th overall in 1989.  

"I always bug him," Cole said with a grin, "and say that when he was 
going through the draft the Europeans didn't get picked until the third and 
fourth rounds. I always tell him that 11th overall in his day is like 20th 
overall in my day. I always give it to him." 

Cole says bragging rights will be on the line when the family gathers at 
the Rooftop Bar & Grill in Regina to watch the first round of the draft on 
Friday night.  

"If I happen to be picked at 11 that would be the Chicago Blackhawks, if 
they keep their pick, and they’re an Original Six team. My dad got drafted 
by Detroit, which is also an Original Six team, so there’s a coincidence 
there. But any team would be exciting."  

Mike is the only player in National Hockey League history to suit up for 
12 different teams. So, there’s a decent chance Cole will be able to get 
some insight from his father wherever he lands.  

Mike always seemed to be in demand during his 17 seasons in the NHL 
and Cole is certainly in demand when it comes to this year’s draft. While 
playing on loan for the Sioux Falls Stampede last season, he potted 24 
goals and added 22 assists in 31 games en route to being named the 
USHL's rookie of the year.  

During a conversation with TSN this week, Sillinger shared his favourite 
stories from growing up as the son of an NHLer. He also explained what 
makes him an “elite scorer.” The following is an edited transcript of the 
conversation.  

How did you hold up as the youngest of three brothers in the Sillinger 
household?  

"I did alright. I always got thrown in net. I was always the goalie and my 
brothers would just rip pucks at me. As I got older I got a little more 
mature and a little more physically strong, so that allowed me to hold my 
ground." 

Did you ever think about becoming a goalie?  

"Honestly, I did a little bit when my dad was playing for the Islanders. 
Rick DiPietro was the young star and I remember him giving me a full set 
of goalie gear with R. DiPietro on one side and then on the other side C. 
Sillinger. It’s a cool story there. He tried to trick me into being a goalie, 
but thank God I didn't."  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 23, 2021 

 

Do you have a favourite memory from when your dad played? 

"Just a couple things like that. DiPietro giving me the goalie pads. Mike 
Comrie was dating Hilary Duff and they would take us out for suppers. I 
remember I put Miroslav Satan’s jeans in the hot tub for $100, so that's a 
good story there."  

Who paid the $100?  

"I think Mark Streit, but I'm not too sure. I remember he gave it to me and 
my brothers."  

What's the best story you've heard about your dad? 

"My dad was known for, after the game, everyone else is having a protein 
shake and my dad would crack a beer and put it in his ‘protein’ cup. I was 
actually interviewing with a team and they brought that up and it was 
pretty funny. That's a good story about what a clown he is."   

What's the No. 1 thing you've learned from your dad?  

"That you can control two things: your work ethic and attitude. If the 
situation is not so good or it's really good, it's all about your mindset and 
the amount of effort you put in to either reverse the situation or keep the 
situation going the way it’s going. And that mindset will earn you a lot of 
respect in the hockey world and in everyday life. So, that's kind of what I 
live by and try to do in my everyday life." 

What stands out about your dad's career?  

"That he was super adaptable and super reliable. He never took anything 
for granted. Whatever opportunity was presented to him, whether it was a 
fourth-line centre or second-line PK guy, whatever it may be, he made 
the most of his opportunity. And he was always a good teammate. When 
I was young and went to hockey tournaments, everywhere we would go 
he would have ex-teammates calling him up and asking him to go out for 
suppers and I think that's super special." 

What similarities do you have with him as a player?  

"He played a long time and to play a long time you have to have a real 
good hockey brain and see the ice really well and know how plays are 
developing. I believe that we have a similar quality in that sense." 

How would you describe your style of play?  

"I'm an elite scorer, someone who likes to utilize my shot and my release 
all over the zone to expose the goalie and defenders. I'm a smart player 
who can execute plays in all three zones. I play with an edge. I play 
greasy. I'm not afraid to do the dirty work." 

What makes your shot good? 

"Just always being adaptable and able to shoot off both feet and shooting 
in stride and shooting when no one’s really expecting a shot." 

You seem to be able to change the angle of your blade right before you 
shoot. How did you develop that?  

"Just a lot of practice and always wanting to score. I always have that 
goal-scorer’s mindset. I'm open to trying new things and learning from the 
best shooters. I watch a lot of video of guys like Auston Matthews and 
Nathan MacKinnon." 

What do you notice when you watch Matthews?  

"I try to pick up on the timing of when he shoots the puck and when he 
enters the zone. Sometimes, he has that little pull shot and it's not 
released right away. Sometimes he hesitates an extra couple seconds 
and then will just flick the wrist and it just slings, so that's something I 
notice. It's not all timing or one motion. It's just being able to do a little 
fake or a little pull and then maybe a little hesitation and then firing it." 

Where does the grease in your game come from?  

"I got two older brothers along with my dad, so we're a very competitive 
household. Whether it's in the gym or on the ice or on the golf course, we 

don't want to lose. On the ice, I'll do anything it takes to gain momentum 
for our team. If that involves taking a hit or giving a hit or winning a battle 
in the corner, I want to be the guy doing it."  

What did you take from the USHL experience?  

"The USHL is a different style of game than the Western Hockey League. 
It's older players and more of a chip-and-chase style, so a lot greasier 
and that's something I'll take is playing with that edge and not being 
afraid to play physical and use my strength."  

Who are your NHL role models?  

"I got a few. Bo Horvat, John Tavares and maybe even a little Logan 
Couture in there. If you mix all those qualities together, that's the kind of 
player I see myself as. I know Tavares in his prime was scoring 30, 40 
goals in the National Hockey League. He’s got a real good shot, real 
good release and a real good hockey brain that allows him to get to the 
inside. With Horvat, I believe he’s got a similar skating stride as me. He’s 
a big frame and is real tough to get knocked off the puck. He’s never 
been the most explosive skater, but he's worked on it a ton and he’s one 
of the smoothest and most explosive skaters, in my opinion, on 
Vancouver. And with Couture, he plays the middle and the wing. So, 
those are three players I look up to." 

What’s your focus this summer? 

"My first-step quickness and explosiveness ... Skating is so valuable and 
it seems like every level you go up the game gets faster and faster. I'm a 
good skater. I’m a strong skater. I'm tough to get knocked off the puck 
and I can handle the puck at top speed, but it's just that first-step 
quickness I'm working on. MacKinnon or Johnny Gaudreau are the guys I 
really like to watch, because their first three steps are really explosive 
and they get to top speed like that (snaps fingers). And I want to clean up 
my stride and get a little smoother and efficient with my stride."  

On your Instagram page there's a picture of you with MacKinnon and 
Tyson Barrie from a few years back. Is there a story there?  

"Every Easter we go down to Arizona and have a family vacation and we 
usually go to Ray Whitney's house. My dad played with him and they're 
really good buddies and usually guys like Shane Doan and Josh Doan 
are there with their family, so we have a real good Easter supper. We 
know Len Barrie pretty well and he's usually there, so Tyson was down 
there and then I remember walking in one year and seeing Nathan 
MacKinnon and I’m like, 'Oh my God, this is going to be a week.' We got 
golf matches lined up with Mackinnon and Barrie and Luke Schenn was 
there. It was a real good week. I was 13, 14 years old at the time and it 
was something I will remember forever and something that was super 
special."  

What's one thing you took from being around MacKinnon? 

"Just his competitive nature. He hated to lose. He hated even being 
down. I remember he had to chip the ball in from 50 yards away and from 
the desert and he chipped it in to push it to the next hole. Just little 
stories like that. He’s so competitive." 
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USA TODAY / Seattle Kraken put community first, hockey second in 
lead-up to inaugural season 

 

ALYSSA HERTEL   | USA TODAY 
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Tim Pipes may be the luckiest, unlucky hockey fan in Seattle. He opened 
The Angry Beaver, the city’s only hockey bar, in 2012, in the middle of an 
NHL lockout. Then, nearly two years before the NHL approved a Seattle 
franchise, his bar survived a gas explosion and a robbery. 

It looked like the tides were turning when he heard the city would be 
getting a professional hockey team from Kraken owner and CEO Tod 
Leiweke, who had patronized Pipes’ bar over the years. But then another 
blow: the pandemic hit, with the United States’ first confirmed case in 
Washington state. 

Pipes shuttered his business twice. It looked like The Angry Beaver 
would close forever, just months before the Seattle Kraken's first puck 
drop. But thanks to the help of devoted, hockey-loving customers who 
raised thousands of dollars so Pipes’ bar could stay open, he kept going 
with one goal in mind: hang on for Seattle’s hockey team. 

Pipes went from nearly closing his doors for good to hosting Seattle's 
front office after the announcement of head coach Dave Hakstol. His luck 
was finally turning. 

“I opened my silly little hockey bar completely selfishly – because I’m 
Canadian and I wanted to watch some damn hockey,” Pipes said. “Come 
October, it’s going to be a really exciting time for me, for the hockey fans 
in Seattle. Part of my job now is to bring the sport to those people that 
don’t know much about it.” 

Symbol of healing 

Before even playing a game, the Kraken have become a fixture in the 
community, something for the people of Seattle to look forward to during 
one of the most difficult times in recent history. Mayor Jenny Durkan, who 
saw firsthand how hard her city was hit by COVID-19, knows the first 
hockey game can’t come soon enough. 

“From the very beginning, they were not just building an arena, they were 
supporting community,” Durkan said. “They’re involved in so many 
community events coming out of the pandemic to build back better. 
Seattle has been through such a hard time in the last 18 months and 
coming out of COVID to now have this new team really helps us imagine 
and frame a better future.” 

Whether they intended it or not, the Kraken have become a symbol of 
healing. As the city returns to some semblance of normality, Seattle’s 
NHL franchise can now focus on bringing fans back to live sporting 
events. 

First, they must build that fan base, which has a strong reputation around 
the city. Not to mention the ticket sales speak for themselves. The 
Kraken collected 35,000 deposits for season tickets in a matter of hours, 
and there are more than 60,000 people on the waiting list. They’ve 
managed to build constant enthusiasm despite not having NHL players 
officially on the roster until last night's expansion draft. 

Carter Hart, a goaltender with the Philadelphia Flyers, knows a thing or 
two about Seattle hockey fans’ passion. The 22-year-old Alberta, 
Canada, native spent all four seasons of his major junior hockey career 
with the Everett Silvertips, who play at an arena 40 minutes outside of 
Seattle’s city center. 

“It was a great place to play junior hockey,” Hart said. “The fan base was 
awesome. They really supported us, and they were loud. I love it out 
there and I know the players that go and end up in Seattle are going to 
love it, too.” 

Ask him his favorite memory about playing in Washington state, and Hart 
admits the fans at sold-out games were a huge part of his junior 
experience. He only wishes there was an NHL team in the city when he 
played there. 

“Now for (Seattle) to have an NHL team, I bet all the boys that are 
playing junior out there would love to go to games,” Hart said. “You 
already see how loud and passionate Vegas fans are, and I think Seattle 
is going to be even better. You see how they cheer on their other pro 

teams. I think it’s going to carry over and it’s going to be cool to see for 
sure.” 

Hart is already looking forward to his first game back in Seattle, with his 
former billet Parker Fowlds – who Hart describes as a grandfather – in 
the stands. The two will represent two generations of hockey in 
Washington: the new cohort of players, a number that will only grow with 
the Kraken in town, and the fans who have waited for hockey history to 
repeat itself. 

And that’s what the Kraken represent, over a century’s worth of history, in 
hockey and beyond. 

This is the second time a professional hockey team calls Seattle home. 
In 1917, the Metropolitans became the first American team to win the 
Stanley Cup. Eleven years later, the New York Rangers cemented their 
spot in history as the first American NHL franchise to win the Cup, but by 
then, Seattle’s team was long gone. 

Junior hockey teams moved into the outskirts of Seattle and the sport 
remained part of the city’s fabric for decades without an NHL team. Colin 
Campbell, president of the Seattle Thunderbirds junior hockey team, 
understands why an NHL team will be successful in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

“With the Kraken, people see where we fit with the development model 
that’s in place,” Campbell said. “The media’s taken more interest in us 
and our players to get more hockey on because they know the games 
are coming up this year. Everything that happens takes it to another 
level. It’s created a buzz that wasn’t necessarily there for hockey in the 
past.” 

Between the Thunderbirds in the south, the Silvertips in the north and the 
Kraken situated in the middle, Campbell thinks it’s the perfect storm to 
grow hockey in the region and put Seattle on the map as a hockey city 
that can compete with rivals across the Canadian border. 

Durkan emphasized that the Kraken are focused not only on the team but 
on building up the community, so the NHL has a future in the city. That 
starts with the infrastructure the Kraken have built with Seattle in mind. 

“We’re doing things differently,” said Bill Chapin, senior vice president of 
sales for the Kraken. “Start with the arena. It’s a brand-new arena under 
a historic roof. The actual rain that falls here in Seattle will be collected 
and that water is going to be turned into the actual ice that the players 
skate on.” 

Climate Pledge Arena is built under the roof of the Seattle Center, the 
site of the 1962 World’s Fair. The Kraken are offering fully subsidized 
transportation to games on the same monorail that was built for the 
World’s Fair. Seattle built a new practice facility for the team, and 
Leiweke advocated for multiple sheets of ice that would be open for 
public use, making the Kraken Community Iceplex the first permanent 
rink within city limits. 

The Kraken’s nonprofit, the One Roof Foundation, aims to connect with 
the city by addressing some of the region's biggest issues. Seattle is 
addressing youth homelessness and environmental justice, particularly 
focusing on how both issues disproportionately impact low-income and 
predominantly BIPOC neighborhoods in the region. 

Every decision leading up to the first puck drop has been intentional. 
That includes prioritizing diversity in their hiring decisions. 

“We are an organization that from the very beginning have prioritized 
diversity, equity and inclusion,” said Katie Townsend, the Kraken's senior 
vice president of communications and marketing. “It’s at the heart of what 
we do in terms of our hiring practices, it’s important that our staff reflect 
our fan base.” 

Thank you @naamnw for allowing us to participate during the 
#Juneteenth Jamboree! We loved seeing the community come together 
to commemorate the occasion. 
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For Mari Horita, the Kraken's vice president of community engagement 
and social impact, the wins and losses don’t matter, at least not as much 
as doing right by the community. She knows that making the game more 
accessible and emphasizing diversity in the game are keys to the 
Kraken’s success. 

“If we don’t, then I’ve failed,” Horita said. “We can’t expect just because 
we open a shiny new arena that they’re going to come to it. We invest in 
communities, show up over and over again so that they have a good 
feeling about who we are, and we make sure they know that this is their 
story too.” 

Even with the Kraken paying homage to Seattle’s history and focusing on 
the community, there are questions about how the NHL’s youngest 
franchise will compare to the success of a recent expansion team, the 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

So, will an NHL franchise in Seattle be successful? 

Forget the players the Kraken added to the roster on Wednesday night, 
coach Hakstol and even the prospects Seattle will pick in the NHL draft 
that starts Friday. Eventually, those players and coaches will move on. 

The Kraken are establishing a foundation that goes beyond the ice, 
starting with the people of Seattle.  
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