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Ducks 2021-22 schedule: 8 games to watch 

 

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD | eteaford@scng.com | Orange County Register 

PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 7:05 p.m. | UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 

7:06 p.m. 

 

The Ducks said good riddance Thursday to the West Division, the one-

season-only, pandemic-necessary, eight-team division of 2020-21, and 

welcomed the return of the Pacific Division and the expansion Seattle 

Kraken. 

The NHL returned to its traditional divisional alignment, and with a 

familiar 82-game schedule. Left to be determined is whether the league 

will send its players to the Beijing Olympics. The schedule-maker left a 

three-week break for the Games. 

The Ducks will face five of the seven Pacific Division teams (San Jose, 

Vegas, Calgary, Vancouver and the Kings) four times each and the other 

two (Edmonton and Seattle) three times each. 

The Ducks’ longest homestand is five games (Feb. 25-March 6), and 

they have three five-game road trips (Dec. 6-12, Jan. 24-31, and March 

8-15). The Ducks also have 13 sets of back-to-back games. 

Here are eight dates to save for the coming season. 

OCT. 14, VS. WINNIPEG 

This will be only the seventh time since the Ducks’ inaugural 1993-94 

season that they’ll start on home ice. Stranger still, they’ll play host to the 

Minnesota Wild one night later before hitting the road for the first time. 

Player to WATCH: The Ducks lost out to the Jets in the Pierre-Luc 

Dubois sweepstakes last season, and it will be intriguing to see if he’s 

found his comfort zone yet. 

OCT. 31, VS. MONTREAL 

Montreal advanced to the Stanley Cup Final for the first time since 1993, 

upsetting the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Jets and the Vegas Golden 

Knights before running into the eventual champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Player to WATCH: Corey Perry could make his Honda Center return if he 

re-signs with the Canadiens. He adapted to a fourth-line role last season, 

and the Canadiens seem willing to re-sign him. 

NOV. 11, AT SEATTLE 

The Ducks make their only appearance in Seattle to face the Kraken on 

the second game of a two-game trip that also features a stop in 

Vancouver. The remodeled Climate Pledge Arena was always a tough 

place to play for NBA visitors when the Sonics called it home before 

leaving for Oklahoma City in 2008. 

Player to WATCH: The Kraken selected defenseman Haydn Fleury from 

the Ducks in the expansion draft and it will be interesting to see what role 

he plays with Seattle. 

NOV. 30, AT KINGS 

The Ducks and their nearby rivals must wait more than a month before 

renewing hostilities, which doesn’t make much sense. You would think 

the NHL scheduler would pit them against each other on opening night. 

Or at least in the opening weeks. 

Player to WATCH: Anze Kopitar is a player fans should always focus 

their attention upon. He had 50 points in 56 games last season, including 

37 assists, proving that he still has a lot left in the tank after 15 seasons 

in the NHL, all with the Kings. 

DEC. 31, AT VEGAS 

Could this be a new tradition, spending New Year’s Eve in Sin City? The 

Ducks ended 2019 with a game at T-Mobile Arena, the last time the NHL 

attempted to play a full season. The Ducks are 2-6-2 in 10 games over 

four seasons in Las Vegas. 

Player to WATCH: Pick one. They all seem to play well against the 

Ducks. 

JAN. 21., VS. TAMPA BAY 

The Lightning won their second consecutive Stanley Cup championship 

earlier this month, and the third in their history. The Lightning and the 

Ducks are the only post-1990 expansion teams to win the Cup. It might 

be a while before the Ducks are contenders again, but the Lightning 

could challenge for a third in a row in 2021-22. 

Player to WATCH: Victor Hedman is the spark that ignites the Lightning, 

a former winner of the Norris Trophy as the NHL’s best defenseman. 

FEB. 25, VS. KINGS 

The Kings make their first Honda Center appearance, and it’s also the 

first game after the Olympic break. Additionally, it’s the start of a five-

game homestand that could make or break the Ducks’ season. 

Player to WATCH: Cal Petersen’s play in goal last season made it 

possible (or necessary) for GM Rob Blake to expose longtime No. 1 

Jonathan Quick in the expansion draft in order to protect Petersen. 

APRIL 29, AT DALLAS 

The regular season comes to an end on an unusually late date because 

of the Olympic break. Oddly enough, this will be the Ducks’ only trip to 

Dallas in 2021-22. 

Player to WATCH: Who knows? It’s so far away, the Stars’ roster might 

have changed dramatically as they attempt to return to the playoffs. 
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1217832 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Draft serves as foundation for Ducks GM Bob Murray’s rebuilding project 

 

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD | eteaford@scng.com | Orange County Register 

PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 12:45 p.m. | UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 

5:46 p.m. 

 

Seventeen victories in 56 games was no one’s idea of a good time this 

past season. Ducks general manager Bob Murray declined to refer to 

2020-21 as a lost season, though. Games were played, lessons were 

learned, evaluations were made and much knowledge was gained. 

“It wasn’t totally lost,” Murray said Thursday. “We learned a lot in a bad 

year.” 

In fact, some good came of 2020-21. For starters, the Ducks learned 

defenseman Jamie Drysdale and center Trevor Zegras, their top draft 

picks in the past two years, could play and contribute in the NHL after 

only a minimal amount of seasoning in the minor leagues. 

Another draft is at hand, another chance for Murray to improve a roster 

that failed in so many ways last season, and, really, for the past three. 

The Ducks have the third overall selection Friday, their highest pick in 16 

years, a reward of sorts for their second-to-last finish in the overall 

standings. 

The Ducks have never picked first overall and had the second selection 

only twice, including 2005, when they took Bobby Ryan one spot behind 

Sidney Crosby. This will be their first time picking third. 

In addition to the third overall selection, the Ducks also have the 34th, 

66th, 98th, 130th, 148th (from the Edmonton Oilers via the Ottawa 

Senators in the trade that sent defenseman Erik Gudbranson to the 

Senators last Oct. 8) and 162nd picks. They don’t have a seventh-round 

pick. 

The foundation for Murray’s rebuilding project is the draft, so it’s 

important the Ducks get it right after an extended period in which 

scouting, evaluating 18-year-old players around the globe, was made all 

the more difficult by a pandemic. 

Leagues were shut down, schedules altered, travel restricted. 

Owen Power, a defenseman from the University of Michigan who 

reminds many scouts of former Ducks defenseman Chris Pronger, is the 

consensus top pick, ticketed for Buffalo. Center Matthew Beniers, 

Power’s Michigan teammate, is expected to go next to the expansion 

Seattle Kraken. 

If a number of mock drafts are to be believed, the Ducks will select Dylan 

Guenther, a right wing who had 12 goals and 12 assists in 12 games with 

the Edmonton Oil Kings of the Western Hockey League this past season. 

The Ducks might take Beniers if the Kraken passes. 

Most of the pre-draft chatter has centered on adding a dynamic forward 

who could play alongside Zegras and perhaps form the sort of one-two 

offensive punch the Ducks once had with Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry, 

and going back even further, with Teemu Selanne and Paul Kariya. 

“We just did a presentation for ownership,” Murray said, referring to 

Henry and Susan Samueli. “If you look at any of the top teams this 

season, and back when we were good, the core of their players, 80 

percent of them, come from the draft, if not more. This is a big draft for 

us. Whoever we get (in the first round) has to be capable of playing in our 

core, in our top-six forwards.” 

As of late Thursday afternoon, the Ducks’ attention was on the draft 

rather than on trades. 

Murray could go in a different direction with his first pick, selecting a 

defenseman. 

Either Luke Hughes of the United States National Team Development 

Program or Simon Edvinsson of Frolunda of the Swedish Hockey 

League, a pair of left-handed shots, could be paired with the right-handed 

Drysdale, shoring up the Ducks’ defense corps for seasons to come. 

Hughes is the younger brother of Jack Hughes of the New Jersey Devils, 

picked first overall in 2019, and Quinn Hughes of the Vancouver 

Canucks, selected seventh in ‘18. 

However, it’s more likely the Ducks select a skillful forward with the first 

of their seven picks. The first round of the two-day draft, held virtually for 

the second consecutive year because of COVID-19, will be Friday. 

Rounds two through seven will be held Saturday. 
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1217833 Arizona Coyotes 

 

Arizona Coyotes' 2021-2022 schedule released; team opens at 

Columbus October 14 

 

José M. Romero 

Arizona Republic 

 

The Arizona Coyotes open the 2021-2022 regular season on October 14 

in a city where they haven't played since December of 2019.  

That's Columbus, Ohio, where the Coyotes will face the Blue Jackets.  

The Coyotes' home opener is October 18 against the St. Louis Blues, a 

team they faced often as members of the re-aligned West Division for 

last season's compressed schedule. 

The NHL announced the 82-game regular season schedule for all of its 

teams on Thursday afternoon. The Coyotes are now in the Central 

Division, where they will play four games (two at home, two away) 

against five of these division rivals: Chicago, Colorado, Dallas, St. Louis 

and Winnipeg.  

They will play three games against the two remaining Central teams, 

Minnesota and Nashville. The season ends on April 29 at home against 

the Predators, long after a planned break for the Winter Olympics from 

February 7 to 22.  

The Coyotes won't play between February 3 and 22, resuming their 

schedule on February 23 against the Los Angeles Kings. That game is 

part of a season-long six game homestand.  

The Coyotes have a six-game road trip, with five of those games on the 

East Coast, though late October and early November.  

Ten of the Coyotes' first 12 games are against teams they didn't play last 

season, including the expansion Seattle Kraken, which visits Gila River 

Arena on November 6.  

The Coyotes will host every original six team in Glendale: Detroit (Nov. 

20), the New York Rangers (Dec. 15), Chicago (Jan. 6 and April 20), 

Toronto (Jan. 12), Montreal (Jan. 17) and Boston (Jan. 28). 
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Coyotes pick up veteran defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere, draft picks 

from Flyers 

 

José M. Romero 

Arizona Republic 

 

The Arizona Coyotes stand to lose or part ways with as many as six 

defensemen who are all free agents.  

It's not completely clear if all of those players will be moving on, but the 

Coyotes did make a move to address the position on Thursday morning 

with the acquisition of defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere from the 

Philadelphia Flyers.  

The Coyotes also got a second-round draft pick and a seventh-round 

pick in 2022 from the Flyers, giving General Manager Bill Armstrong 

more assets in that area that he has stockpiled with deals over the past 

week.  

The 28-year-old Gostisbehere recorded 20 points (nine goals) and six 

penalty minutes in 41 games with Philadelphia in the 2020-21 season, 

during which he was briefly suspended for a boarding penalty, and before 

which he tested positive for COVID-19 and missed six games. He also 

scored five power-play goals and nine power-play points last season. 

It's an emotional time for Gostisbehere, who is leaving Philadelphia after 

seven seasons and is getting married in two weeks, he said.  

"The last three years, if you're judging just by that, I've battled through a 

lot of injuries that have hampered my ability to play the way I play," he 

said. "Last year I think I took the next step in leaving those injuries in the 

past. Going into a fresh start with the Coyotes, it feels really weird to say 

that, but I'm really excited for the opportunity to do what I can to help the 

team win." 

Arizona has seven picks in this weekend's NHL entry draft, and nine in 

2022, following the deal to take on Gostisbehere and his $4.5 million 

salary cap hit, in which the Coyotes didn't send anything to Philadelphia. 

Seven of those 16 picks over two years are in the second round.  

It was a similar deal to the one Armstrong made with the New York 

Islanders last weekend, getting veteran forward Andrew Ladd and draft 

picks in exchange for taking on Ladd's contract. 

Armstrong said Gostisbehere can be a key player on the Coyotes' power 

play, and that the team had inquired about his availability at the 

beginning of this year.  

"For me, he's somebody that can really run a power play from up top. 

He's got a great shot. He finds ways to get it through," Armstrong said 

Thursday afternoon. "Just his first pass coming out of the zone, he gives 

us something we don't have, and that's a really good puck mover back 

there. That's one of his strengths." 

The 5-foot-11, 180-pound defenseman had 46 points with 22 power-play 

points in 64 games as a rookie in 2015-16. He finished second in the 

voting for the Calder Memorial Trophy, which is awarded to the top rookie 

in the NHL, and was also selected to the 2016 NHL All-Rookie Team that 

season. 

In the 2017-2018 season, Gostisbehere put up a career-high 65 points 

including 52 assists in 78 games. He's appeared in 381 career NHL 

games. 

Despite the dip in production in more recent years, Armstrong said he 

feels Gostisbehere is a good fit for the Coyotes. Gostisbehere views 

himself as a two-way player who likes to push the pace of play. 

Gostisbehere has already heard from fellow Florida native and new 

Coyotes teammate Jakob Chychrun via text message, welcoming him to 

the team. 

"He's only 28. Forwards peak when they're 24 and defensemen a little 

later," Armstrong said. "I feel like he's only starting. He's one of those 

guys that's not only going to survive but he's going to take it to the next 

level." 

Armstrong said the Coyotes have holes to fill in free agency, but that 

there are still trades for the team to finalize before they address their own 

free agents. Those include standout forwards Conor Garland and 

Michael Bunting.  

 

Arizona Republic LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1217835 Arizona Coyotes 

 

Arizona Coyotes in talks with Tempe on new arena, signaling possible 

move to East Valley 

 

PAULINA PINEDA   | Arizona Republic 

 

The Arizona Coyotes are in talks with Tempe to relocate the hockey 

franchise from Glendale to the East Valley, according to sources close to 

the city. 

Tempe issued a request for proposal Thursday to attract a professional 

sports franchise and a developer that will build an arena and 

entertainment center on a narrow strip of city-owned land near Priest 

Drive and Rio Salado Parkway. 

The land, on the southern banks of the dry Salt River just west of Tempe 

Town Lake, currently houses the city’s public works and compost yard. 

The land is viewed as prime real estate in the center of metro Phoenix 

but would require environmental remediation. 

The Coyotes — owned by billionaire Alex Meruelo since 2019 — 

confirmed that the team will submit a proposal to develop the land. 

The Coyotes said in a statement that the team is “highly interested” in the 

opportunity because of the site’s location. 

“Given our determination to remain in the Valley for many years to come, 

we are actively working to identify the best long-term home for the 

Coyotes, our devoted fans and this great community,” the team said. 

The National Hockey League team plays with a year-to-year lease at Gila 

River Arena in Glendale, which it has called home since 2003.  

Glendale officials have sought a longer lease deal, but the franchise has 

long wanted an arena closer to its fan base in the East Valley. 

Negotiations with the team are ongoing, a Glendale official said. 

Rumors of the team leaving Arizona or moving to another venue in metro 

Phoenix have circulated since at least 2009 when the team was filed into 

bankruptcy. Even afterward, the Coyotes struggled financially and with its 

lease at the arena built by Glendale. 

Coyotes officials have been meeting with Tempe leaders for at least two 

years. 

City Council calendars obtained by The Arizona Republic in a public 

records request show at least one council member met with team officials 

in January 2020. 

Private investors would fund the arena and commercial space, a source 

said. 

The city's request for proposals says it would be the respondents' 

financial responsibility to remediate the land. 

The land, 46 acres in a growing employment corridor in north Tempe, 

requires environmental cleanup because it was historically used as a 

dumping ground. The city's solid waste and recycling services operate at 

the site. 

City elected officials discussed plans for the land in an executive session 

on June 24, and in closed-door meetings dating back to at least early 

2019. 

A Tempe-hired consultant studied the city's three maintenance and 

operations yards, including the one at Priest Drive, and recommended 

redeveloping the land for the “highest economic benefit.” The report 

notes capitalizing on the land would require costly remediation.  

The cleanup would cost an estimated $70 million, but development on 

the land could generate approximately $260 million in revenue over 30 

years, according to the consultant.   

Thank you for subscribing. This premium content is made possible 

because of your continued support of local journalism. 

Any professional sports franchise or partner can submit a proposal in 

response to the city's request, according to the city. The deadline to 

submit a proposal is Aug. 19. 

Once the bidding process closes, the city will examine the responses, 

economic impacts, public benefits and neighborhood impacts. There is 

no timeline for when that will be completed, the city said. 

Staff will make a recommendation to the City Council, which can approve 

or reject the recommendation or ask staff to halt or start the process over 

again if the proposals don't meet the council's expectations. 

Sources close to the deal said Tempe could award the contract by the 

end of the year. 

Tempe said it issued the request for proposals because it saw that the 

land was “underutilized.” It's not clear if the Coyotes approached the city 

with interest in leasing or buying the land but the city said it's typical for a 

city to seek proposals to evaluate best uses for a piece of land and 

sometimes cities issue a request after being approached with an 

unsolicited proposal to evaluate what other options are out there. 

The city said any development “must equate to the best deal possible for 

Tempe residents.” 

The city said it would not discuss the proposal further while the bidding 

process is open, according to an online statement. 

The Coyotes moved to metro Phoenix from Winnipeg, Canada, 25 years 

ago.  

The team shared an arena with the Phoenix Suns in downtown Phoenix, 

but Steve Ellman purchased the team and sought to build an arena and 

entertainment complex in Scottsdale at what now is Arizona State 

University’s Skysong development. That deal never came together amid 

concerns about costs, and Ellman inked an agreement with Glendale in 

2001.  

Glendale borrowed $180 million to build the hockey arena and Ellman 

built the Westgate shopping and entertainment district. The plan was to 

pay off arena debt with sales tax revenue the project generated. 

The team, then known as the Phoenix Coyotes, played its first game in 

Glendale in 2003.   

By 2009, trucking magnate Jerry Moyes owned the team that was 

bleeding red ink. Unable to negotiate a more favorable arena lease from 

Glendale, he filed the team into bankruptcy with a proposal to sell the 

team to a Canadian billionaire who wanted to move the team to Hamilton, 

Ontario.  

Glendale and the NHL fought the move, and for years kept the Coyotes 

financially afloat as a new owner was sought. 

A group of business owners called IceArizona purchased the Coyotes 

from the NHL in 2013, but the team and city's relationship fractured by 

2015 when the City Council broke its long-term lease agreement that 

provided hefty subsidies to the team. 

Glendale has sought to negotiate with the team on a longer lease, but the 

team has operated on a year-to-year lease since 2016, has gone through 

multiple owners and has made no secret of its desire for an East Valley 

venue. 

Team has eyed move to East Valley before 

Not long after becoming majority owner, Meruelo committed to keeping 

the Coyotes in Arizona, but he didn't say the same about keeping the 

team in Glendale, calling it "a difficult situation."  

He ticked off several reasons: The team loses money there. The fan 

base is elsewhere in the Valley. Corporate sponsors are harder to come 

by in Glendale. And the team doesn't have a long-term lease.  

A year ago, he spoke of "a couple of offers from the East Valley, which 

are extremely attractive." 

Such deals have been tried before. In 2017, a deal fell through to build 

an ice rink within the ASU Athletic Facilities District in north Tempe. The 

team considered moving to Mesa after that but an agreement wasn’t 

reached. 

Glendale continues to negotiate with the team and the arena 

management company has a meeting with the Coyotes next week, where 

they will share proposals for a planned renovation of Gila River Arena, 

Glendale City Manager Kevin Phelps said. 

Phelps said he was aware that the team was having discussions with 

other cities. He has heard Meruelo say from the start that staying in 



Glendale likely won’t pencil out but Phelps said the city’s goal is to land a 

long-term lease deal. 

“We’re still singularly focused on getting a deal,” he said. “We made a 

commitment that we would work this year on a viable option for a long-

term deal.” 

Bringing the Coyotes to Tempe could be a tough sell for residents, 

sources acknowledged. 

Generally, there isn’t much appetite for taxpayer-funded sports arenas, 

they said. 

The team’s instability over the years could be an issue. 

The move also could harm Glendale which has about 12 years left to pay 

off its arena debt, which amounts to about $13 million annually. The team 

relocating could be devastating for Glendale as it would lose out on sales 

tax revenue generated at about 40 game days. 

Phelps said the team is just one revenue-generating mechanism at the 

arena, which also holds concerts and other events. However, he raised 

concerns that if the Coyotes were to leave, a third arena in the Valley 

would negatively impact the Suns arena, Gila River and the proposed 

Tempe site because it would lead to more competition for concerts and 

events. 

“We’ll see how it plays out. Our entertainment district, and with our 

stadium and our arena, we think it has an incredible future ahead,” 

Phelps said. “We think the Coyotes would do well being part of that 

future, but if not, it doesn’t change our plans to update the arena and 

make it a state of the art venue.” 

Sources in Tempe said there is council support for a deal, but not all 

council members are sold on the idea. 
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Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong reflects on offseason moves, talks NHL Draft 

 

BY JOHNNY SOTO 

JULY 22, 2021 AT 5:30 PM 

 

The Arizona Coyotes have made a couple of offseason trades leading up 

to the NHL Draft on Friday. Coyotes general manager Bill Armstrong 

spoke to the media on the team’s recent trades as well as prepping for 

the draft. 

On Thursday morning, Arizona made a trade with the Philadelphia Flyers 

to acquire defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere, a 2022 second-round draft 

pick and a 2022 seventh-round draft pick. 

The trade clears up $4.5 million in cap space for the Flyers in each of 

next two years while the Coyotes give up nothing in return to 

Philadelphia. 

“[Gostisbehere] is a really exciting player for us. And we’ve been in touch 

with Philly, probably since the beginning of the year about him,” 

Armstrong said. 

The Coyotes GM added that Gostisbehere can run a power-play well 

from up top and has a great shot. Armstrong is also intrigued by the fact 

that Arizona’s new defenseman still has some potential left at the age of 

28. 

“When you first come into the league, you come in like gangbusters, and 

then you realize it’s work and people start figuring out and it’s easy to get 

out of the game quickly,” Armstrong said. “But the guys that stay around 

and perfect it and really work at their game survive. And I think 

[Gostisbehere] is one of those guys that’s not only going to survive, but 

he’s gonna take it to the next level.” 

In early July, the Coyotes also made a change to their scouting 

department as the organization hired Alan Hepple as Arizona’s new 

director of pro scouting. 

Armstrong went on to say that when he landed in Arizona, he wanted to 

build the best scouting team the organization has ever seen. 

“When you have good scouts, you want to give them good picks. And 

that’s what we’ve tried to do here. We’ve tried to put some good picks in 

their hands to make a difference for us,” Armstrong said. 

Heading into the draft, Arizona was forced to forfeit their first-round pick 

in 2021 due to violating the NHL’s combine testing policy in 2020. The 

Coyotes were also forced to lose their second-round pick in last year’s 

draft as part of the same violations. 

However, the Coyotes still have seven draft picks after trading for 

Andrew Ladd and an additional second-round pick from the New York 

Islanders. The Coyotes also have three draft picks in the top-60. 

Armstrong stressed on the importance of having draft capital in this 

year’s draft as well as in 2022. 

“Number one, there’s comfort as an organization that you’re going to 

have the ability to draft, that’s one,” The Coyotes GM said. “Number two, 

that you have the ability, you have assets, it’s like your bank account, 

you’ve got some money in the bank and you can do some things. So it 

gives you a lot of flexibility knowing, especially next year, the amount of 

picks that we’ve acquired, and also going into this draft. I think our scouts 

are excited about some of the players they have the opportunity to draft.” 
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Coyotes ‘highly interested’ in Tempe space that could hold new arena 

 

BY Staff Report 

BY ARIZONA SPORTS 

JULY 22, 2021 AT 5:21 PM 

UPDATED: JULY 22, 2021 AT 5:56 PM 

 

The Arizona Coyotes confirmed on Thursday that they are having 

discussions with the city of Tempe on a development space where the 

franchise could put a new arena. 

Tempe also confirmed the request for proposals (RFP) on a spot in the 

East Valley. 

The City of Tempe has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a 

project incorporating a professional sports franchise and entertainment 

district for two parcels of city-owned land totaling 46 acres at the 

northeast corner of Priest Drive and Rio Salado Parkway. 

The Coyotes’ statement said the opportunity is of interest to them. 

Based on the site’s location, the Coyotes are highly interested in this 

development opportunity and will be responding to the City of Tempe’s 

request for proposal. Given our determination to remain in the Valley for 

many years to come, we are actively working to identify the best long-

term home for the Coyotes, our devoted fans and this great community. 

The Coyotes have had a year-to-year lease with Glendale’s Gila River 

Arena, the team’s arena since 2003. 

Arizona is coming off a 24-26-6 season, failing to make the playoffs in its 

last year with head coach Rick Tocchet. Andre Tourigny replaced him, 

the first head coaching hire for general manager Bill Armstrong, who is 

entering his second season in the position. 
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Arizona Coyotes’ schedule announced for 2021-22 season 

 

BY Staff Report 

BY ARIZONA SPORTS 

JULY 22, 2021 AT 3:58 PM 

 

The Arizona Coyotes announced their schedule for the 2021-22 season 

on Thursday. 

The Coyotes will open the season on the road Oct. 14 against the 

Columbus Blue Jackets. Two days later the team will play in Buffalo 

against the Sabres before the home opener on Oct. 18, with Arizona 

hosting the St. Louis Blues. 

The schedule, back to a traditional 82 games featuring 41 at home and 

41 away, has the Coyotes playing 26 of those against their fellow Central 

Division teams. The other 56 games will be composed of three each 

against the remaining Western Conference teams and two apiece for the 

teams in the Eastern Conference. 

The NHL has yet to announce if its players will be allowed to participate 

in the 2022 Winter Olympics, which take place during that schedule in 

February from the seventh to the 22nd. Talks remain ongoing within the 

league on making that a possibility. 

The Coyotes will be starting a new era in the 2021-22 season. It will be 

the first year with Andre Tourigny as the team’s head coach and the 

second with general manager Bill Armstrong at the helm. Arizona last 

season went 24-26-6 in its last season under former head coach Rick 

Tocchet. 
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Coyotes acquire Shayne Gostisbehere, 2 future draft picks from Flyers 

 

BY Staff Report 

ARIZONA SPORTS 

JULY 22, 2021 AT 11:23 AM 

UPDATED: JULY 22, 2021 AT 6:42 PM 

 

The Arizona Coyotes announced on Thursday that they have acquired 

defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere, a 2022 second-round draft pick and 

a 2022 seventh-round draft pick from the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Arizona Sports’ John Gambadoro first reported the news that Arizona 

was trading for Philadelphia’s defenseman. 

“We are very pleased to acquire Shayne,” Coyotes general manager Bill 

Armstrong said in press release. 

“He is a very good offensive defenseman and an excellent skater. He will 

be a solid addition to our blue line this season and will be a key power-

play player for us.” 

In 41 games for Philadelphia in 2020-21, Gostisbehere netted nine goals, 

recorded 11 assists and scored 20 points. He also scored on five power-

play goals and had nine power-play points. 

Gostisbehere was drafted No.78 overall in the third round of the 2012 

NHL Draft by Philadelphia and was named to the 2015-16 NHL All-

Rookie team. 

In his first full season with the Flyers, the 28-year-old defenseman put up 

46 points, scored 17 goals and collected 29 assists. 

The Coyotes are preparing for the NHL Draft, which is set to begin on 

Friday at 5 p.m. Arizona time at the NHL Network studios in New Jersey. 
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With eye toward Beijing, NHL releases 2021-22 schedule with Olympic 

break in place 

  

From staff and wire reports 

Updated July 22, 2021, 7:46 p.m. 

 

The NHL sent teams two versions of the 2021-22 schedule — one that 

includes an Olympic break to pause the season so players can go to 

2022 Beijing Games and another version of what the calendar would look 

like if they do not. Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly confirmed all 32 teams 

have seen each schedule and that as of Thursday afternoon there was 

not an agreement in place between the league, the NHLPA, the 

International Ice Hockey Federation and the International Olympic 

Committee for players to return to the Winter Olympics. The schedule the 

NHL unveiled Thursday evening includes the Olympic break in the hope 

that a deal gets worked out. That would cause some frenetic stretches of 

play during the regular season that runs through April 29, with the 

playoffs in May and June and the Stanley Cup handed out before July 1. 

A schedule without an Olympic break would look more like normal, with 

the final wrapping up in mid-June. “The league is working on parallel 

paths,” said Blackhawks general manager Stan Bowman, who is also in 

charge of picking the 2022 US Olympic roster. “I have to tip my cap to the 

schedule makers. They have a tough job. There’s 32 teams and they’re 

doing two schedules for both. Either way, however the schedules shake 

out, we will make it work.” Each one includes the Winter Classic between 

Minnesota and St. Louis on Jan. 1 at Target Field in Minneapolis, All-Star 

Weekend in Las Vegas Feb. 4-5, and an outdoor game between the 

Predators and Lightning in Nashville on Feb. 26. Training camps open in 

September and the season starts with Tampa Bay’s banner-raising 

against Pittsburgh and Seattle’s inaugural game at Vegas on Oct. 12. 

The Hurricanes dealt rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic, their starter in the 

playoffs, to the Red Wings for the No. 94 pick in the draft this weekend 

and the rights to pending free agent netminder Jonathan Bernier. Detroit 

signed Nedeljkovic to a two-year, $6 million contract. Nedeljkovic was a 

finalist for the Calder Trophy, given to the league’s top rookie, after 

finishing 15-5-3 in the regular season. … The Flyers paid the price of 

2022 second- and seventh-round picks to dump defenseman Shayne 

Gostisbehere and his contract on the Coyotes. Gostisbehere, who counts 

$4.5 million against the cap for the next two seasons, could turn into a 

useful asset for the Coyotes either at the 2021 or 2022 trade deadline … 

Forward Barclay Goodrow, whose rights were traded to the Rangers last 

weekend after winning back-to-back Stanley Cup titles with Tampa Bay, 

agreed to terms with the Rangers on a six-year, $21.6 million … 

Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin said defenseman Shea 

Weber won’t play next season because of foot, ankle, and knee injuries, 

and that the 35-year-old Montreal captain’s career could be over … 

Avalanche forward Matt Calvert retired after 11 seasons in the NHL, eight 

with Columbus and three with Colorado. The oft-injured Calvert was 

limited to 18 games last season by a variety of injuries, including a 

concussion. 

NBA 

Pelicans name Green coach 

The New Orleans Pelicans hired Phoenix Suns assistant Willie Green as 

their new head coach, making the 39-year-old ex-NBA player a first-time 

head coach after serving as an assistant coach the past five years — first 

with Golden State and then with Phoenix, which lost to Milwaukee in the 

NBA Finals. Green was a member of two NBA title-winning staffs with the 

Warriors in 2017 and 2018. He moved to Phoenix two seasons ago to 

join the staff headed by Monte Williams, who also was the head coach in 

New Orleans when Green played there in the 2010-11 season on a team 

that Chris Paul led to the playoffs. 

GOLF 

Thailand’s Pajaree Anannarukarn and American teenager Yealimi Noh 

posted 6-under-par 65s to share the first-round lead at the Evian 

Championship at Evians-les-Bains, France. Noh, 19 began with an eagle 

on the first hole. Her momentum was checked by a bogey on No. 4 but 

she birdied 6 and 7 and three more on the back nine. Pajaree had three 

birdies on the way out and three on the way back to the clubhouse. They 

hold a one-stroke lead over Ayaka Furue, Lauren Stephenson, Atthaya 

Thitikul, Jeongeun Lee6, and Emily Kristine Pedersen. Pedersen eagled 

the par-5 ninth and 18th holes. Sarah Kemp, Hyo Joo Kim — the 

Women’s World Championship winner in May — and Ariya Jutanugarn 

shot 67s … Rickie Fowler shot a 7-under 64 in the first round of the PGA 

3M Open in Blaine, Minn., with a bogey-free round later equaled by 

Jhonatton Vegas and Troy Merritt. Worcester native Scott Stallings was a 

stroke back at 65 with Adam Schenk and Roger Sloan, who had two 

holes left when play was suspended due to darkness with 11 players still 

on the course … Darren Clarke shot a 5-under 65 at Sunningdale for a 

share of the Senior British Open lead with James Kingston in Berkshire, 

England. Clarke had six birdies and a bogey on the Old Course in the 

final senior major championship of the year. Kingston had a bogey-free 

round. Defending champion Bernhard Langer was a stroke back with 

Ricardo Gonzalez and Stephen Dodd. 

NFL 

49ers lock up LB Warner 

All-Pro middle linebacker Fred Warner signed a five-year extension with 

the 49ers taking him through the 2026 season. The 24-year-old has 

started all 48 games in three seasons with San Francisco, making 79 

tackles last season with a sack, forced fumble, and two fumble 

recoveries … Giants first-round draft pick Kadarius Toney tested positive 

for COVID-19 a day after the wide receiver reported to training camp. 

The club said the 20th overall pick was placed on the Reserve/COVID-19 

list and is following NFL protocols. Meanwhile, running back Saquon 

Barkley, coming off an ACL injury, is starting training camp on the 

active/physically unable to perform list. 

MISCELLANY 

US-Jamaica men’s soccer qualifier in Texas 

The United States men’s soccer team will play a World Cup qualifier in 

Texas for the first time, hosting Jamaica on Oct. 7 at Q2 Stadium in 

Austin. The match will be the fourth of 14 qualifiers for the 20th-ranked 

Americans, who open the eight-nation final round of the North and 

Central American and Caribbean region on Sept. 2 at El Salvador. The 

US hosts No. 70 Canada on Sept. 5 at Nashville, and is at No. 67 

Honduras on Sept. 8. The match against No. 45 Jamaica is the first of 

three matches in October. The US plays at No. 78 Panama on Oct. 10 

and hosts No. 50 Costa Rica on Oct. 13 … Yairo Muñoz went 3 for 5 with 

a solo home run, two RBIs, and three runs scored as the Worcester Red 

Sox took a 7-5 win at the Lehigh Valley IronPigs … A Cole Freeman RBI 

single in the top of the ninth inning gave the Harrisburg Senators a 1-0 

win over the Portland Sea Dogs at Hadlock Field … Top seed Danielle 

Collins of the United States reached the Palermo Ladies Open 

quarterfinals with a 6-4, 6-1 win over Maddison Inglis in Italy. Collins will 

face Astra Sharma, who beat Natalia Vikhlyantseva, 6-4, 7-5. Fourth 

seed Zhang Shuai ousted American Francesca Di Lorenzo, 6-1, 6-2. 
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Bruins will kick off 2021-22 season at home against the Stars Oct. 16 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated July 22, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Bruins will open the 2021-22 season on Saturday, Oct. 16, against 

the Dallas Stars at TD Garden, the first of 41 home games, provided the 

82-game season is not interrupted again by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Due in part to a three-week Olympic break Feb. 2-23, the schedule again 

is very compressed, with the Bruins playing approximately one-third of 

their games (28 in total) in 14 back-to-back pairings, the first of which will 

be Oct. 24 (home with San Jose) and Oct. 25 (at Carolina). 

The league schedule was released Thursday, with start times and 

television schedule to be announced in the coming days. 

Some of the other highlights of the schedule: 

▪ The Bruins will play 16 games over 30 days in January‚ their busiest 

month. They’ll play 15 times over 31 days in March. 

▪ Their highly popular post-Thanksgiving game at the Garden, Friday, 

Nov. 26, will be against the Rangers. Typically it is a matinee. 

▪ They face the Islanders Dec. 15 at the Fishsticks’ flashy new home 

adjacent Belmont Park. It will be their first matchup on Long Island since 

bowing out to Isles at Nassau Coliseum in Game 6, Round 2 of the 

playoffs in June. 

▪ The Black-and-Gold’s first stop in Montreal will be Dec. 18, but they’ll 

first face the Habs in Boston Sunday, Nov. 14. 

▪ The perennial Christmas break again will be Dec. 24-26. The Avalanche 

will be in town Dec. 23, followed by the Penguins at the Garden Dec. 27. 

▪ The Lightning, the back-to-back Cup champs, will host the Bruins at 

Amalie Arena Jan. 8. The first visit here by the Bolts will be Saturday, 

Dec. 4. 

▪ Boston’s last game prior to the Olympic break will be a Feb. 1 visit by 

the expansion Seattle Kraken and the Bruins will follow the break with a 

rematch in Seattle Feb. 24. 

▪ The game in Seattle will kick off the club’s longest road trip of the 

season, with stops in San Jose (Feb. 26), Los Angeles (Feb. 28), 

Anaheim (March 1), Vegas (March 3) and Columbus (March 5). 

▪ The Bruins will close out the regular season Friday, April 29, in Toronto. 

The NHL has yet to finalize plans with the IOC to send its players to 

Beijing for the 2022 Olympics. If the deal can’t be closed, it’s possible the 

schedule will be revised following games of Feb. 1. 
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Mike Milbury finally has his say on being fired by NBC, and other 

thoughts 

 

By Dan Shaughnessy Globe Columnist 

Updated July 22, 2021, 5:05 p.m. 

 

Picked-up pieces while sending a birthday card to Mick Jagger, who 

turns 78 on Monday . . . 

▪ Hockey was good to Mike Milbury, and Mike Milbury was good for 

hockey. He played for Walpole High, Colgate, and 12 seasons with the 

Bruins before becoming head coach of the Black and Gold, taking them 

to the Stanley Cup Final in his first season behind the bench. He later 

coached and ran the New York Islanders, then enjoyed a long career of 

hockey broadcast analysis, where his candor and wit made him a must-

listen every year, especially at playoff time. 

And then it all went away with nine words uttered last August in the NHL 

playoff bubble in Toronto, when Milbury was on the air with fellow analyst 

Brian Boucher. 

Boucher was discussing life in the bubble during an Islanders-Capitals 

broadcast, concluding that the no-fan, no-family bubble was a perfect 

place for teammate bonding and good competition, when Milbury added, 

“Not even any women here to disrupt your concentration.” 

That was it. That’s the totality of his transgression that got him fired after 

46 years in and around the NHL, 14 with NBC. 

The league immediately condemned Milbury’s comment as “insensitive 

and insulting.” Milbury left the bubble the next day after issuing a 

statement that read (in part), “In light of the attention caused by my 

recent remark, I have decided to step away from my role at NBC Sports 

for the remainder of the playoffs.” 

Within a few weeks, he was informed by NBC that he would not be 

returning to the broadcasts, even though he had another year on his 

contract. 

The last paycheck from NBC has cleared. 

“Now it’s time to say something,” Milbury said Thursday on a phone call 

from the Cape. “I don’t want to end 46 years of a career like this. 

“I want to explain the comment from that day. As a player and coach in 

the league, I’ve been on a lot of road trips and around a lot of guys that 

are young, fit, well-compensated, have celebrity status, and when they 

go on the road they play hard and they party hard. And a lot of their 

attention is on women, and I certainly don’t mean that in a bad way. 

“Now I get it, everybody else has other ways to party, but that’s my 

experience and I stand by it. It’s biology, for [goodness] sake. So 

sometimes their lust for companionship was a distraction. So I didn’t think 

there was anything wrong with the comment, but apparently it was to 

other people. And I got dismissed from my job. 

“Excuse me, but I’m not going to be canceled. I refuse to be canceled. 

The only thing that’s going to cancel me is the grim reaper, and I can see 

him in the distance, but not yet. 

“While I’ve been on this sabbatical, I’ve thought many things. Long walks. 

There are many social inequities in the United States, and I am glad they 

are being addressed. Great things. I think we can all agree with that. But 

it’s become a tsunami of social change and tsunamis are indiscriminate. 

They’ll wipe out the good and the bad and anything in its way, and I don’t 

think that’s right. It makes heroes out of people that aren’t heroes, and 

villains out of people that aren’t villains, and maybe worst of all, a social 

tsunami is too quick to point a finger and too quick to declare guilt by 

legacy, and I’m not going to accept that. Just because bad things 

happened in the past doesn’t mean I’ve got to be guilty for things that 

happen today. I don’t buy that. 

“What if I had said there aren’t any dogs here to distract the players? Or 

any wives? Or children? Do I have to describe the whole pantheon of the 

human race in order for it to be politically correct? . . . I didn’t feel like I 

was offending anybody. Has your wife ever been a distraction in your 

life? I hope you give me the right [expletive] answer.” 

Milbury said he approached NHL commissioner Gary Bettman a few 

weeks ago. 

“I wanted to know if everybody really felt this horribly about it, and he told 

me he couldn’t remember exactly what I had said,” said Milbury. 

I reached out to Bettman’s office and league spokesman John Dellapina 

said, “The commissioner received Mike’s call right before Game 1 of the 

2021 Stanley Cup Final. When he was reminded of the specific 

language, Commissioner Bettman stood by our statement at the time.” 

▪ Fox employee David Ortiz promotes a betting app on Fox MLB 

telecasts. As noted by Jon Rimmer of SB Nation, in 2005, Ortiz’s close 

friend Felix Leopoldo Marquez Galice, a.k.a. “Monga,” was betting on 

Sox games in a Boston barbershop that was found to be a front for a 

gambling parlor. According to former Boston police detective Eddie 

Dominguez, a resident security agent for the Red Sox from 1999–2008, 

Monga was barred from the Sox clubhouse and eventually deported for 

immigration violations, then continued to work for Ortiz in the Dominican 

Republic. 

What does Dominguez think of MLB and Fox using Ortiz as a pitch man 

for gambling? 

“I have questions,” says Dominguez, author of “Baseball Cop: The Dark 

Side of America’s National Pastime.” “I have no idea how Rob Manfred, 

Alex Rodriguez, and David Ortiz have become such close friends. David 

and Alex are Fox announcers. I just don’t understand it. Baseball has 

always looked at gambling as something that cannot happen. Remember 

Pete Rose? So I don’t see how they give anybody that has anything like 

this in their history that kind of a role.” 

▪ Quiz: Name three MLB players eligible for Cooperstown that won back-

to-back MVPs, but are not in the Hall of Fame. Active players are not yet 

eligible (Answer below). 

▪ Certifying his legend as a world-class jerk and a phony, Jackson State 

football coach Deion Sanders this past week stormed out of 

Southwestern Athletic Conference media day after a reporter twice 

addressed him as “Deion” instead of “coach.” 

▪ Applause for Devin Booker, Jrue Holiday, and Khris Middleton for going 

directly from the NBA Finals (a terrific watch, by the way) to the Tokyo 

Olympics without pausing to take a breath. 

▪ Jon Lester’s career winning percentages and ERAs with the Red Sox 

and Cubs are identical. In nine seasons with Boston, Lester went 110-63, 

a .636 winning percentage. In six seasons with the Cubs he was 77-44, 

.636. His ERA with both franchises was 3.64. 

▪ Stunning to hear Christian Vázquez, in the wake of losing two of three 

to the Yankees, remark that the Red Sox needed to demonstrate more 

cockiness: “We need to act more like we’re in first place. That’s the key 

for us. We need to be more cocky.” Yikes. If there’s one thing these Sox 

have in abundance, it’s attitude. They peacock like they’re the ’27 

Yankees. 

▪ Best part of the NBA Finals being over is not having to see Jae Crowder 

flopping and complaining to the refs every trip down the floor. 

▪ Ninety-two-year-old Bob Cousy is still getting rave reviews for his role in 

1994′s “Blue Chips,” which starred Nick Nolte and had cameos by Larry 

Bird, Shaquille O’Neal, Rick Pitino, and Bobby Knight. 

“The revelation here is the Boston Celtic great Bob Cousy, who 

transforms into a morally ambivalent athletic director,” wrote the New 

York Times on Monday. “It’s a startlingly assured performance from a 

Hall of Famer from the early years of the NBA.” Directed by two-time 

Academy Award winner William Friedkin, “Blue Chips” can be streamed 

on Hulu and Paramount+. 

▪ Pierre McGuire took a lot of grief, but I will miss his contributions to 

NBC’s hockey broadcasts. 

▪ Naomi Osaka is on the cover of Sports Illustrated’s swimsuit issue and 

also has her own Barbie doll, which is a sellout success. 

▪ Jackie Robinson’s widow, the regal Rachel Robinson, turned 99 on 

Monday. 



▪ Sorry, but Maria Taylor leaving ESPN is not a seismic move on par with 

LeBron James going to the Miami Heat. How many of you knew who she 

was a month ago? 

▪ The Globe’s John Powers is too humble to write about himself, but he is 

far more interesting than much of the Olympics he is covering. Powers is 

in Tokyo for his 22nd Olympics — 11 Summer, 11 Winter. It would be 23 

straight if not for President Jimmy Carter’s boycott of the 1980 Games 

because of the Soviet Union’s presence in Afghanistan. Clearly the active 

leader in Games covered, Powers is believed to be in the top five of all 

who have ever covered the Games. 

▪ Good luck at Villanova to Taunton softball pitcher Kelsey White, who 

had a Pedro-like four seasons in the Hockomock League. White won two 

Division 1 state championships, finished 52-5 in her career, and allowed 

two earned runs as the Tigers went 20-0 in her senior season. 

▪ Sticking with the high school theme, best wishes to longtime Newton 

North volleyball coach Rich Barton, who hung it up last weekend after 

multiple decades (and state championships) coaching the boys and girls 

at North. 

▪ Congratulations to Dr. Robyn Riseberg and Boston Community 

Pediatrics, which received the Red Sox Foundation’s $10,000 IMPACT 

Award before Thursday night’s Sox-Yankees game at Fenway. 

▪ Prayers and thoughts to the family of WBZ video editor crew chief Jim 

Murphy, who lost a great husband and dad when Murphy died suddenly 

this past week. A product of Haverhill and UMass, Murphy worked for ‘BZ 

for almost two decades and was the anchor of the station’s wall-to-wall 

Patriots coverage. Loved by all, he will be greatly missed. 

▪ Quiz answer: Roger Maris, Dale Murphy, Barry Bonds. 

 

Boston Globe LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1217843 Boston Bruins 

 

Bruins have made ‘significant progress’ in re-signing Taylor Hall, 

according to GM Don Sweeney 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated July 22, 2021, 12:10 p.m. 

 

Don Sweeney, who generally plays his cards so close to his vest that 

even his jokers wear frowns, said Thursday morning that “significant 

progress” has been made in re-signing left wing Taylor Hall. 

“So I hope that we will find a finish line,” the Bruins general manager said 

during a 15-minute Zoom session ahead of this weekend’s NHL Draft 

(Round 1 is Friday night). “Looking forward to hopefully having him back 

as a big part of what we’re trying to do this year and moving forward — 

made significant progress there.” 

A number of media outlets reported Wednesday, amid the buzz of the 

Seattle expansion draft, that Hall, an unrestricted free agent, was close to 

agreeing with the Bruins on a four-year contract extension carrying a $6 

million cap hit. 

Sweeney’s optimistic characterization of negotiations all but makes it a 

lock that Hall, approaching his 30th birthday, will return. The cap figure 

would slot him behind fellow forwards Patrice Bergeron ($6.875 million), 

David Pastrnak ($6.667 million), and Brad Marchand ($6.125 million). 

Hall, who last offseason signed a one-year unrestricted free-agent deal 

with Buffalo for $8 million, in 2012 signed a seven-year, $42 million deal 

in Edmonton that carried the same $6 million-a-year cap hit. He has 

since played for the Devils, Sabres, and Bruins, joining the Black and 

Gold in April at the trading deadline and fitting in nicely at David Krejci’s 

left wing on the No. 2 line. 

Meanwhile, Sweeney had his cards tucked tightly regarding Krejci, 

believed to be weighing a decision whether to continue his NHL career or 

pack up his family for a return to his native Czech Republic. 

There remains a third option for Krejci, to test the free agent market when 

it opens Wednesday (noon Eastern time), but Krejci, 35, weeks ago did 

not sound inclined to play anywhere but in Boston if he chooses to 

continue his NHL career. 

There is no reason to doubt Krejci’s sentiments, but with the free agency 

period soon at hand, he could be enticed at least to hear what the 

league’s 31 other potential bidders might offer him. Their bids, if any, 

could influence what he would ask to return for his 15th season as a 

Bruin. 

The Kraken, who called Bruins defenseman Jeremy Lauzon’s name first 

in the Wednesday night draft, came up notably shallow at center in the 

selection process. They could be one of the bidders if Krejci remains 

unsigned. 

“At this point in time, he has not given firm indication . . . as he 

referenced before, he’s got some things that he wants to address,” said 

Sweeney. “Then he’ll let us know. But I have been in regular 

communication with David and there is no timeline to make decisions.” 

Losses felt 

The loss of Lauzon, 24, adds to a hefty list of departures from the 

backline corps the last 10 months, beginning with UFA Torey Krug to St. 

Louis on Oct. 9. 

Sweeney also saw team captain Zdeno Chara depart for the Capitals on 

Dec. 30, and in recent days has suffered the departures of Steven 

Kampfer (KHL) and Kevan Miller (injury/retirement). 

In total, those are hefty hits, particularly on left side, where Lauzon 

emerged last season as a potential long-term fit. He had issues growing 

parts of his game, like most inexperienced draftees, but he was an 

especially valued asset as a penalty killer, averaging a team-high three 

minutes on ice in shorthanded situations. 

The Bruins won’t find immediate help back there in the upcoming draft, 

leaving Sweeney in need of making a trade or purchasing help in the 

UFA marketplace, where prices typically run high, sometimes insane. 

“A tough loss for us,” said Sweeney, referring to the departures of Miller 

and Lauzon. 

“We all felt we were going to lose a good player in this [expansion] 

exercise,” added Sweeney, “and we did. We have to address another 

need, if not one, if not two, from a depth perspective and also handling 

heavy minutes. We’re going to try to be aggressive on that front and see 

if we can address the need.” 

Among the hot names out there, following his recent buyout by the Wild, 

is veteran blue liner Ryan Suter. Though 36, with nearly 1,300 games 

including playoffs, he would provide a versatile fit in the top four, pairing 

with right shots Charlie McAvoy or Brandon Carlo, recently extended for 

four years. Suter is adept at playing in all manpower situations. 

The rumor in recent days has had Suter a prime candidate to join the 

Avalanche as a tutor for Cale Makar. Wherever Suter lands, he is likely to 

end up with at least a two-year deal, at a figure no doubt inflated by free 

agency. If Sweeney can engage Suter, it might have to be for around $3 

million a year, possibly structured around bonuses only available to 

players age 35-plus. 

Rask update 

Tuukka Rask, who last played June 9 in the playoff-closing loss to the 

Islanders, has yet to have surgery to repair a torn hip labrum. According 

to Sweeney, Rask is scheduled to have it by the end of this month, 

performed by Dr. Bryan Kelly. 

“We’ll just allow him to go through the rehab process,” said Sweeney, 

noting that Rask will be returning from Finland for the operation, “and 

both mentally and physically see where he’s at.” 

Sweeney did not offer details as to why Rask will have waited nearly two 

months to undergo the operation. The rehab process will sideline him for 

at least the first half of the season. A free agent, he would have to pass 

through waivers if the Bruins care to offer him a contract extension. 

Meanwhile, the Bruins might have to prepare to start the season with 

rookie Jeremy Swayman and fellow prospect/draftee Dan Vladar in net. 

Sweeney, though, sounded inclined to sign a veteran stopper, apparently 

one not named Jaroslav Halak, 36, who was Rask’s stablemate the last 

three seasons. 

“We feel like we’re in good shape, depth-wise, organizationally,” said the 

GM, “but we’re probably going to look to add to that group and have a 

little bit of veteran presence there that could offset both those guys.” 

Offers to be made 

Sweeney said he will extend qualifying offers to restricted free agent 

forwards Zach Senyshyn, Ondrej Kase, and Nick Ritchie . . . The Bruins 

have not traded their first pick in the draft and remain slated to make their 

first call at No. 21 Friday evening. They also hold picks at Nos. 85, 117, 

149, 181, 213, and 217 . . . Some of the picks will be among the 

prospects who’ll be in Brighton for the upcoming development camp 

(Aug. 2-6), an exercise that was tabled last summer because of the 

pandemic. 
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Bruins still waiting on David Krejci’s decision 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 12:03 p.m. | UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 

8:52 p.m. 

 

While Bruins’ GM Don Sweeney acknowledged he has made “significant 

progress” on an extension for unrestricted free agent Taylor Hall, things 

are more murky with regards to fellow UFA-to-be David Krejci, who made 

a great tandem with Hall after the winger was acquired from Buffalo at 

the trade deadline last April. 

Krejci said at the end of the season he was deciding whether he wanted 

to return to Boston or to go home and finish his career in his native 

Czech Republic. He apparently has not reached that decision yet. 

“I have been in touch with David and I’m going to respect all his privacy 

and decisions at this point in time. He has not given a firm indication,” 

said Sweeney on Thursday morning. “As he’s referenced before, he’s got 

some things he wants to address and then he’ll let us now. But I have 

been in regular communication with David. There’s no timeline to make 

decisions.” 

While Krejci’s time of outstanding service to the organization has earned 

him plenty of time and space as he figures out this big life decision, time 

does march on in the NHL calendar. On July 28, less than a week away, 

the league’s free agency period opens. It might be nice to know if 

Sweeney needs to put “second-line center” on his shopping list. 

Asked if the indecision puts the organization in a bind, Sweeney said it 

did not and he expressed a level of optimism Krejci will return. But he 

acknowledged if the decision goes the other way, he’ll have to figure 

something out. 

“We have guys who will step into roles,” said Sweeney. “Obviously, we’ll 

address needs throughout our lineup and certainly explore options to 

address it as we go. We certainly have to acknowledge that it would be a 

big hole if we had to fill it, but it would be a real good opportunity for 

someone if we do go in that direction. We’re going to have to find a way 

to spread things around if David makes the decision (not to return), but 

that hasn’t been the indication and we’re hopeful that he would come 

back and we’ll see.” 

Candidates to replace Krejci are not plentiful. The logical choice to move 

up in the lineup would be Charlie Coyle, who is coming off a subpar year 

that was affected at least in part to a knee injury that required offseason 

surgery. There is also Jack Studnicka, a two-way centerman on whom 

the B’s have been high but whose development appeared to stagnate 

last year as most of his opportunities at the NHL level came at right wing. 

Meanwhile, multiple reports had a new deal for Hall to be in the range of 

four years at $6 million per season, with only the no-trade language to be 

worked out. There was no official announcement from the team about a 

consummated deal as of Thursday evening. 

B’s need defensemen 

While the uncertainty surrounding Krejci is significant, it’s not even the 

biggest question mark facing the B’s this offseason. After the retirement 

of Kevan Miller and then the Seattle Kraken’s selection of Jeremy Lauzon 

in the expansion draft on Wednesday, the B’s are in need of some big, 

rugged defensemen, including one who can play in the top four and on 

the penalty kill. 

“We all felt we were going to lose a good player in this exercise and we 

did,” Sweeney said of Lauzon. “We have to identify that we have a 

couple of holes and gaps to fill. We’ve addressed the long-term future of 

Brandon (Carlo) and we’re happy to him back in the fold as an important 

part of our defense. And, yeah, we have to address a need, if not one but 

two, from a depth perspective but also for handling heavy minutes in all 

situations. We’re going to try to be aggressive on that front and see if we 

can address the need.” 

The two biggest names on the free agent market are Ryan Suter, bought 

out by Minnesota, and Vegas’ Alec Martinez. There is also local guy 

Keith Yandle (Milton) but he’s more of an offensive-minded player as 

opposed to the 200-foot player the B’s need. 

As for unrestricted free agent Mike Reilly, whom the B’s obtained from 

Ottawa at the deadline, Sweeney said he hasn’t found “a finish line” with 

him. 

“But I thought highly of Mike and what he added to our group, so we’ll 

continue to talk there and we’ll see what might transpire there. He’ll have 

some options on the 28th and he may want to explore that,” said 

Sweeney. 

Rask to have surgery at end of month 

Sweeney said goalie Tuukka Rask will return to the U.S. shortly and 

undergo hip surgery at the end of the month. Rask is an unrestricted free 

agent who expressed his desire to play only in Boston if his health 

allows. Sweeney said he’ll let the healing process play out before any 

negotiations on a new deal start, if Rask in fact feels like he wants to 

continue playing. 

“We just want him to be healthy first and foremost and then see where 

he’s at after that and see how he is physically,” said Sweeney. “Tuukka’s 

certainly earned that right, to make sure he’s made the right decision for 

his own health and well-being and where he wants to be from a playing 

standpoint. He was very, very honest with us in communicating that and 

we were honest with what we were comfortable with going forward. We’ll 

see how he progresses from phase to phase.” 

Sweeney said he’ll explore adding veteran help to go along with 

youngsters Jeremy Swayman and Daniel Vladar. … 

Sweeney said that he will give qualifying offers to restricted free agents 

Nick Ritchie, Ondrej Kase and Zach Senyshyn, which serve to retain their 

rights. The qualifying offer for Kase, who missed almost all of last year 

with a concussion, is $2.6 million. Ritchie also has arbitration rights and 

would be in line for a decent pay bump off his 15-goal season in 56 

games. The league deadline for teams to extend qualifying offers to 

RFAs is Monday…. 

The B’s will have the 20th pick in the the first round of Friday’s NHL draft 

(technically they are in 21st slot but the Coyotes forfeited their pick, the 

11th, because of scouting violations). Hingham’s Matty Beniers, out of 

the University of Michigan, could be the highest local pick since Jack 

Eichel went second overall in 2015. 

B’s open ’21-22 season at home 

The B’s are scheduled to open the 2021-22  season at the TD Garden 

against the Dallas Stars on Oct. 16 before heading out on the road for 

games in Philadelphia (Oct. 20) and Buffalo (Oct. 22). 

The schedule released on Thursday has a built-in Olympic break which, 

for the Bruins, would stretch from Feb. 1 through Feb. 24 and include the 

break for the All-Star game, to be held Feb. 4-5 in Las Vegas. The NHL, 

however, has not yet reached an agreement to participate in the Games. 

In the current schedule, the B’s are set to finish the regular season on 

April 29 in Toronto. 

The B’s longest road trip will kick off immediately after the break with 

their first game in Seattle to play the expansion Kraken on Feb. 24, 

starting a six-game sojourn. That would mean the B’s would not play a 

game at the Garden for over a month, not returning until a March 7 game 

against the Kings. The B’s longest homestand will be a six-game run 

starting with the Flyers on Jan. 13. 
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Everything you need to know about Bruins' 2021-22 schedule 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

The official schedule for the 2021-22 NHL regular season has been 

revealed. 

The league announced full 82-game schedules for all 32 teams -- 

including the new expansion franchise, the Seattle Kraken -- on Thursday 

night. 

Last season's schedule was shortened to 56 games because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The four divisions also were realigned and teams 

only played their divisional opponents during the regular season. 

Sweeney: Bruins, Hall have made 'significant progress' in contract talks 

The league is going back to its normal, full-season schedule with the 

regular divisional alignment for the upcoming 2021-22 campaign. 

This is great news for the Boston Bruins, who will soon play meaningful 

games against rivals the Montreal Canadiens, Toronto Maple Leafs and 

Tampa Bay Lightning for the first time since the 2019-20 season. 

The Bruins open the new season at home against the Dallas Stars. They 

finish the regular season April 29 against the Leafs in Toronto. 
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Sweeney gives update on David Krejci's future with Bruins 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

The Boston Bruins and free agent Taylor Hall have made "significant 

progress" toward a new contract, according to general manager Don 

Sweeney. David Krejci's situation is much more unclear, however. 

Krejci just finished his 15th season with the Bruins and is among the 

team's unrestricted free agents.  

2021 NHL free agents: Top 25 players for teams to sign in offseason 

Sweeney provided an update on the veteran center's future Thursday 

morning. 

"I have been in touch with David, and I'm going to respect all his privacy 

and decisions. At this point in time he has not given a firm indication," 

Sweeney said on a Zoom call with reporters. 

"As he referenced before, he's got some things that he wants to address 

and then he'll let us know. But I have been in regular communication with 

David. There's no timeline to make decisions." 

Losing such a talented and consistent No. 2 center would be a tough 

blow for the Bruins' lineup. 

"We certainly have to acknowledge it would be a big hole if we had to fill 

it," Sweeney said. "But it would be a real good opportunity for someone if 

we do go in that direction. We're going to have to find ways to spread 

things around if David makes a decision otherwise, but that hasn't been 

the indication. We're hopeful that he would come back, and we'll see." 

Why the Bruins should make another Cup run with veteran core 

If Krejci did leave, Charlie Coyle would be the most logical in-house 

replacement for the No. 2 center spot. Coyle struggled offensively last 

season but was not at 100 percent health. Coyle had surgery in June and 

is expected to be ready for training camp in the fall. 

Top prospect Jack Studnicka could one day fill a top-six center role, but 

he is not ready for that kind of responsibility at this stage in his career. 

Re-signing Krejci needs to be among the top priorities for the Bruins over 

the next few weeks, along with getting Hall's deal done and finding 

another top-four defenseman. 
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Sweeney: Bruins will try to be 'aggressive' in upgrading defense 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

The Boston Bruins have already lost two defensemen during the 2021 

NHL offseason and free agency doesn't even begin until next 

Wednesday. 

Veteran defenseman Kevan Miller announced his retirement last week. It 

wasn't a huge surprise given the injuries Miller has dealt with over the 

last three years. The Bruins also lost defenseman Jeremy Lauzon on 

Wednesday night when the Seattle Kraken selected him in the expansion 

draft. 

2021 NHL free agents: Top 25 players for teams to sign in offseason 

In a Zoom call with reporters Thursday morning, Bruins general manager 

Don Sweeney admitted the team will try hard over the summer to 

address its weaknesses on the blue line. 

"We have to identify that we have a couple holes and gaps to fill. We 

addressed the long-term future of Brandon (Carlo) and happy to have 

him back in the fold as an important part of our defense," Sweeney said. 

"We have to address another need, one if not two from a depth 

perspective, and also handling heavy minutes in all situations. We're 

going to try to be aggressive on that front and see if we can address the 

need." 

Why the B's should make another Cup run with veteran core 

The Bruins desperately need another top-four defenseman who can log 

20-plus minutes per game, consistently play against the opponents' top-

six forwards and also contribute to special teams. 

These players obviously are hard to acquire, but the B's do have some 

options.  

Free agency is one area to find this player. Ryan Suter is among the best 

defensemen available and Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman wrote earlier this 

week that there's "lots of expectation Boston going hard for Ryan Suter." 

Suter would be an excellent addition to the Bruins blue line, but you can 

bet plenty of teams will have interest in signing him. 

Sweeney gives update on David Krejci's future with Bruins 

The trade market is always an option, too. Nashville Predators 

defenseman Mattias Ekholm fits the mold of what the Bruins need on the 

back end as an excellent two-way player. He is entering the final year of 

his contract. 

The Bruins also need to determine how far they want to go toward re-

signing Mike Reilly. The 28-year-old defenseman was acquired by the 

Bruins in a deal with the Ottawa Senators before the April 12 trade 

deadline. Sweeney admitted Thursday he's had "constant 

communication" with Reilly's camp but the two sides haven't found the 

finish line yet. 

Reilly was a good fit in Boston, but even if he returns, the team would still 

need to acquire a better top-four defenseman. 
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Bruins Open 2021-22 Season At Home On Oct. 16 Against The Stars 

 

Published 7 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The NHL announced the 2021-22 regular-season schedule on Thursday 

night and the Boston Bruins will open their season at TD Garden on Oct. 

16 against the Dallas Stars. 

What that Boston Bruins team that hosts the Stars that night will look like 

is anyone’s guess at this point but this will begin The Bruins’ and the 

NHL’s first 82-game season since 2018-19 regular season thanks to the 

pandemic that shortened both the 2019-20 and 2021 seasons. 

The NHL regular season will kick off four nights earlier with a 

doubleheader that features the Tampa Lightning raising their second-

straight Stanley Cup banner and then hosting the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The nightcap will feature the expansion Seattle Kraken playing in their 

first-ever NHL game against the Vegas Golden Knights at T-Mobile 

Arena in Las Vegas. 

The 2022 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend will take place in Las Vegas, 

Nevada on Feb. 4-5 and the NHL will pause from Feb. 5-22 for a 

tentative Olympic Break. As of now, the NHL, NHLPA, and IOC have not 

reached an agreement on NHL participation in the Men’s Hockey 

Tournament. 

“Subject to reaching an agreement with the NHL Players’ Association 

and the International Ice Hockey Federation on all outstanding issues, 

including appropriate COVID-19 insurance for NHL Players, the League 

has agreed, per the Collective Bargaining Agreement, to pause from Feb. 

7-22, 2022 to accommodate NHL Player participation in the Olympic 

Games,” the NHL said in a press release Thursday evening. 

After hosting former Boston Bruins Tyler Seguin and Anton Khudobin and 

the Stars in the season opener, the Bruins will embark on their first road 

trip of the season for a two-game roadie. The Bruins will play the 

Philadelphia Flyers on Oct. 20 and the Buffalo Sabres on Oct. 22. 

The Boston Bruins won’t face the back-to-back defending Stanley Cup 

champion Tampa Bay Lightning until December 4 at TD Garden. The 

Bruins will get their first shot at the team that eliminated them from the 

2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs when they play the New York Islanders on 

December 15 at the brand new UBS Arena. 

The Boston Bruins and the defending Campbell Trophy champions, the 

Montreal Canadiens, will renew one of the greatest rivalries in pro sports 

on November 14 at TD Garden. This will be the first time that the Habs 

and Bruins have played against each other since a 4-1 Bruins win at TD 

Garden on Feb. 12, 2020. The Bruins first trip to the Bell Centre will be 

on December 18. 

NHL Divisions and conferences will return to their original formats for the 

2021-22 regular season. 

Games Within Division 

5 teams x 2 home / 2 away  (Subtotal 10 home / 10 away) 

1 team x 2 home / 1 away  (Subtotal 2 home / 1 away) 

1 team x 1 home / 2 away  (Subtotal 1 home / 2 away) 

Games Within Conference (Non-Division) 

4 teams x 2 home / 1 away (Subtotal  8 home / 4 away) 

4 teams x 1 home / 2 away (Subtotal 4 home / 8 away) 

Non-Conference Games                                                                

16 teams x 1 home / 1 away (Subtotal 16 home / 16 away) 

Grand Total – 82 Games 

41 home / 41 away 
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Why Has Don Sweeney Been Hesitant On NHL Trade Market? 

 

Published 8 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Should Boston Bruins fans be concerned that Bruins GM Don Sweeney 

admitted to not being active on the NHL trade market? 

“I haven’t been dealing with the trade market, we haven’t reached free 

agency,” Sweeney replied when yours truly asked what he thought of the 

NHL trade market for defensemen so far. 

What Sweeney wouldn’t admit or agree with though was that the David 

Krejci and Tuukka Rask situations have indeed hamstrung his ability to 

properly address some glaring needs via the NHL trade market.  

“No,” Sweeney answered firmly when asked if Krejci not indicating 

whether or not he is interested in returning to the Bruins and the NHL has 

put him in a bind?  

“We have guys that can step into roles,” Sweeney went on. “Obviously, 

we’ll address needs and throughout our lineup, certainly explore options 

to have. Address it as it comes. We certainly have to acknowledge that it 

would be a big hole if we had to fill it, but it’d be a real good opportunity 

for someone if we do go in that direction. We’re going to have to find a 

way to spread things around if David makes a decision otherwise, but 

that hasn’t been the indication. We’re hopeful that he’ll come back. We’ll 

see”.  

In the famous words of Mike Myers in Wayne’s World: 

Sweeney cited the same guessing and waiting for games 30 other NHL 

teams had to deal with for the last month as a reason for his hesitancy to 

get ahead of the pack on the NHL trade and free agency markets.     

“The Seattle process was one that was probably creating some 

governance in terms of what the overall movement part of it was,” 

Sweeney said. “You saw a couple of deals right before, and then maybe 

there will be some coming out.” 

Actually, there were 13 trades between June 9, the night the New York 

Islanders eliminated the Bruins from the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs and 

the NHL Expansion Draft on Wednesday. As of 7 PM ET on Thursday, 

there had been three since the Seattle Kraken NHL Expansion Draft 

show on Wednesday night. So – and I regret not asking why today – if 

Rask and Krejci aren’t holding Sweeney up from adding a veteran goalie 

for Rask’s rehab, rebuilding the left side of his blue line, and changing up 

the bottom-six forward group, then what is?  

Sorry, the Kraken excuse just doesn’t fly. 

Speaking of revamping that depleted blue line, as my partner-in-crime, 

Joe Haggerty wrote Thursday: “The Boston Bruins are in a dire situation 

on the back end.” 

Sweeney did acknowledge that at least. 

“But you’re right, we have to identify that we have a couple of holes and 

gaps that we have to fill,” Sweeney told Haggerty. Certainly, [we] 

addressed a long-term future with Brandon [Carlo],”  “We’re happy to 

have him back in the fold as an important part as our defense is put 

together. We have to address another need — if not one, if not two from 

a depth perspective — but also the handling of heavy minutes in all 

situations. We’re going to try to be aggressive on that front and see if we 

can address the need.” 

For the last 24 hours, there have been numerous reports that the Bruins 

and forward Taylor Hall were closing in on a four-year, $24 million 

contract extension. That is a solid deal for both sides but if Sweeney isn’t 

able to address his bigger needs during the NHL Entry draft that will be 

held virtually tonight, and during NHL Free Agency, then my first question 

will be, why wasn’t he ‘aggressive’ for the last month? 
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Sweeney, Bruins Still Waiting On David Krejci To Address Future 

 

Published 11 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

With the start of free agency less than a week away, the Boston Bruins 

haven’t even gotten even an indication from David Krejci regarding his 

intentions going forward. 

“I have been in touch with David, and I’m going to respect all of his 

privacy and decisions at this point in time,” Boston Bruins general 

manager Don Sweeney said on Thursday. “Has not given further 

indication, as you referenced before he’s got some things he wants to 

address. Then he’ll let us know. But yes, I have been in regular 

communication with David, and there’s no timeline to make decisions.” 

In his end of the season media Zoom call, David Krejci, who can become 

an unrestricted free agent on July 28, seemingly had no idea as to 

whether or not he would return to the Boston Bruins or hit the UFA 

market, or potentially retire from the NHL and move back to the Czech 

Republic to play. 

“I talked to my parents, and they asked me. I can’t even give them a 

straight answer,” David Krejci said back on June 12. “I just don’t know 

right now. I just don’t know. You guys write a lot that I wanted to finish my 

career in Czech, which has not changed. But when I said that, I was 

younger. I’m a husband. I’m a dad, I have two kids. They’re getting older. 

So yes, I still, at one point, would like to finish my career in Czech [but] 

for different reasons now than when I first said it. I would like my kids to 

speak my language because my parents don’t speak any English. My 

kids don’t speak Czech. I would like them to learn the language. 

“But again, when that’s going to happen, or if that’s going to happen, we’ll 

see. I’m going to try to get away from the game a little bit now and think 

about lots of things. Spend some time with my family and just go from 

there.” 

Krejci’s agent, Robert Hooper has not returned numerous emails from 

Boston Hockey Now requesting a comment on the situation. 

So what if this is it for the 35-year-old Krejci and the only team he’s 

known over a 15-year career thus far? 

When asked if waiting for David Krejci to make a decision has hamstrung 

him from making moves, Sweeney said no because he believes in the 

center depth he already has, indicating he wouldn’t try to sign or trade for 

a new second-line center. 

“No. We have guys that can step into roles,” the Bruins GM replied. 

“Obviously, we’ll address needs and throughout our lineup, certainly, 

explore options to have. Address it as it comes.” 

Sweeney did, however, recognize that losing David Krejci would leave a 

huge void where only three seasons ago, the Bruins appeared to have 

one of the best 1-2-3 punches up the middle with Patrice Bergeron, 

Krejci, and Charlie Coyle. 

“We certainly have to acknowledge that it would be a big hole if we had 

to fill it, but it’d be a real good opportunity for someone if we do go in that 

direction,” said Sweeney. “We’re going to have to find a way to spread 

things around if David makes a decision otherwise, but that hasn’t been 

the indication. We’re hopeful that he’ll come back. We’ll see.” 
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‘Aggressive’ Help Needed For Boston Bruins D |BHN+ 

 

Published 14 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

The way things have unfolded thus far this offseason, the Boston Bruins 

are in a dire situation on the back end. 

That’s no exaggeration given the overall depth at the NHL level, and 

given where Boston currently sits on their narrow depth chart. Even more 

specifically, the need is for big, heavy and rugged style defensemen that 

are suddenly missing in large part from the Boston Bruins roster. First it 

was Kevan Miller retiring in a move that was expected after battling 

through chronic knee issues last season and then it was 6-foot-2, 210-

pound Jeremy Lauzon getting plucked from the roster by the Seattle 

Kraken in Wednesday night’s expansion draft. 

That’s the subtraction of two premier stay-at-home defensemen that kill 

penalties, do all the dirty work in the defensive zone and bring toughness 

and intimidation to the table for the Black and Gold. With Zdeno Chara 

also gone too, obviously, after being pushed out of the Boston picture 

last season, the Bruins are lacking way too much toughness and 

heaviness on the back end. 

It’s going to easy to play the Boston Bruins as currently constituted and 

that is very bad news for any hockey team with Stanley Cup aspirations. 

If you want a picture of what things might look like on the ice, just 

envision Game 5 against the Islanders when a pedestrian Isles PP 

torched the Bruins for a pair of PP goals with both Miller and Carlo 

missing from the penalty kill, and Lauzon playing with a surgically 

repaired hand after a blocked shot in the first round. 

It’s part of the reason the Black and Gold moved aggressively to lock 

down Brandon Carlo with a six-year contract last week. It’s also 

something that brings a clear mandate that the Bruins need to get a 

strong D-men yield on the free agent/trade market in the next few weeks. 

Boston Bruins GM Don Sweeney admitted that they probably need at 

least two more pieces on the back end at this point, and those will need 

to be all-purpose defenders with bite and PK ability. 

“Obviously, we want to wish Kevan Miller and his family well. [It was] a 

very difficult decision for him to make and a tough loss for us, in all 

senses as you described. With Jeremy [Lauzon] just coming into his own, 

despite some injuries, we wish him well with Seattle,” said Sweeney. 

“[It’s] disappointing that we’re going to lose him. We all felt that we were 

going to lose a good player in this exercise, and we did. But you’re right, 

we have to identify that we have a couple of holes and gaps that we have 

to fill. Certainly, [we] addressed a long term future with Brandon [Carlo]. 

We’re happy to have him back in the fold as an important part as our 

defense is put together. We have to address another need — if not one, 

if not two from a depth perspective — but also the handling of heavy 

minutes in all situations. We’re going to try to be aggressive on that front 

and see if we can address the need. 

“Ideally, you’d want an all-situational minutes player. It certainly has been 

all of those pressure points and the penalty kill. Maybe they can handle 

the power play? [A player] not unlike Charlie McAvoy, who impacts the 

game in sixty minutes. The other guys — Grizzy [Matt Grzelcyk] 

obviously has done a lot of great things for us in puck moving and can 

complement on the power play as well. [Jakub] Zboril was moving pucks 

last year, ran into some injuries. But with the loss of Jeremy [Lauzon], 

there’s a penalty killing component there [that’s missing]. Johnny Moore 

helps, we’ll obviously address some of that from a depth perspective. But 

we have to go and add to our group, so we have to address that.” 

Unfortunately for the Bruins, the Seattle Kraken expansion draft 

submarined a number of options the B’s might have entertained in any 

other run-of-the-mill offseason. Jamie Oleksiak would have been a big 

time player of interest for the Black and Gold as a 6-foot-7, 255-pound 

defensive warrior, but he was scooped up by the Kraken and signed to a 

brand new contract over the last 24 hours. 

The Kraken also grabbed Vince Dunn in the expansion draft and signed 

Adam Larsson away from the Edmonton Oilers as well. In fact, it appears 

Seattle did a really effective job of collecting the kind of big, rugged 

defenseman that the Black and Gold could sorely use while stocking up 

on left-shot defenders as well. 

There are still other options out there for a Bruins team flush with $25 

million cap space per PuckPedia, of course. 

Ryan Suter would be a perfect fit for the Black and Gold as a 36-year-old 

defenseman that can play in all situations and is fully capable of still 

playing heavy top-4 minutes. He’s also a player that would be looking for 

a situation like the Bruins where a Stanley Cup was a realistic goal over 

maximizing his contract after being bought out by the Minnesota Wild. 

There is a line of reasoning that Suter would want to stick in the mid-

West where he and his family could be most comfortable in a place like 

Colorado or St. Louis, but there’s hope for Boston if he’s also considering 

a place like the New York Islanders. 

Have been told that Lou is looking to bring both Parise and Suter to the 

Island. 

Alec Martinez is another worthy candidate that can provide veteran 

toughness and two-way ability combined with playoff experience, but he’s 

going to come at a premium cost on the UFA market. The 33-year-old 

had a solid nine goals and 32 points in 53 games for the Golden Knights 

and then gutted his way through a broken foot in the playoffs. The 6-foot-

1, 210-pounder is a left shot and checks many of the boxes for the Black 

and Gold, but he’s going to be in demand and can certainly command an 

AAV raise from the $4 million per season he commanded on the six-year, 

$24 million contract that just expired. 

Beyond that there is Keith Yandle, who could clearly help the Bruins in a 

bottom-pairing/power play specialist kind of role, and high-salaried 

defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson available in trade with the Arizona 

Coyotes. Both of those two D-men aren’t Plan-A material at this point for 

the Boston Bruins based on Boston’s needs on the back end, but it’s not 

difficult to see this becoming a dire situation with Matt Grzelcyk, Jakub 

Zboril and John Moore as the top three left-side defensemen under 

contract on the B’s depth chart right now. 

What does that mean: It means that Sweeney has a lot of work to do as 

NHL free agency approaches and he doesn’t have a ton of great options 

in an offseason where overpayment might be an unavoidable situation for 

the Black and Gold. He may be able to hit another home run as he did at 

the trade deadline, but he’s going to need to given Boston’s current back 

end situation. 
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Boston Bruins Will Extend Qualifying Offers for Kase, Ritchie 

 

Published 16 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

In a bit of a surprise move, the Boston Bruins are going to furnish 

qualifying offers to each of their three top restricted free agents Nick 

Ritchie, Ondrej Kase and Zach Senyshyn, per Bruins general manager 

Don Sweeney. 

The qualifying offer for Kase would be $2.6 million, which the oft-injured 

right winger would presumably accept for next season instead of 

negotiating a contract with the Bruins for the next few seasons. It’s 

certainly a richer amount of money than the 25-year-old Kase would 

make otherwise after being limited to nine games with the Boston Bruins 

over the last two seasons due to concussion issues. The hope would be, 

of course, that Kase could finally stay healthy long enough to develop 

into the top-6 right winger capable of creating his own shot that they 

thought they were getting when he was acquired from Anaheim. 

But that has yet to happen with zero goals for Kase in the regular season 

or playoff since his arrival, and just five assists in 20 total games regular 

season and postseason. 

Kase missed essentially the entire season after suffering a concussion 

following a collision with Miles Wood in the second game of the year, and 

then was out for the playoffs again with injury after suiting up for one 

game vs. the Islanders at the end of the regular season. 

“With [Kase] this year, it’s been a lot of wait and see, and that’s what 

we’re back to again,” said Bruce Cassidy at the time as the Boston 

Bruins were preparing for the playoffs. 

The worst-case scenario for Kase would be that he ends up on injured 

reserve once again, but that money does come off the salary cap if he 

winds up on long term injured reserve again this coming season. 

At this point it might be a desperate move by the Bruins to simply salvage 

some value out of Kase after literally netting nothing from him in two 

seasons after giving up Danton Heinen in exchange for him. 

It’s a $2 million qualifying offer for Ritchie coming off a career-high 15 

goals for the 25-year-old Ritchie in just 56 games last season, but the 6-

foot-2, 230-pound Ritchie has arbitration rights and surely would sign for 

more than that in a new contract with Boston. 

It’s a $700,000 qualifying offer for Senyshyn, who was scoreless in eight 

games with Boston last season after stepping up his offense at the AHL 

level in an encouraging sign for the 24-year-old right winger. Truth be 

told, though, the reason the Bruins have required trades and free agent 

signings to patch a right wing need is because Senyshyn has never been 

able to develop into the Chris Kreider-type player they envisioned him to 

be when they drafted him in the first round. 

The Boston Bruins have roughly $25 million in salary cap space per our 

friends at PuckPedia and are in a position to retain their own players and 

improve their hockey club immensely if they spend the cap space wisely 

this offseason. 
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Could The Bruins And Canadiens Enter Bidding War For Keith Yandle? 

 

Published 19 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Could the Boston Bruins and Montreal Canadiens enter a bidding war for 

defenseman and Milton, MA native Keith Yandle? 

Multiple NHL sources have confirmed to Boston Hockey Now that both 

the Boston Bruins and Montreal Canadiens are two of a multitude of 

teams that have expressed interest in Yandle, who was recently bought 

out by the Florida Panthers. 

The New York Rangers, New York Islanders, Philadelphia Flyers, 

Washington Capitals, Pittsburgh Penguins, and Carolina Hurricanes are 

also believed to have an interest in Yandle. 

One NHL source stressed that while Yandle to the Boston Bruins may 

seem like a slam dunk: ‘Not so fast.’ 

It is no secret that the Boston Bruins have had an interest in Yandle. 

There literally may be no bigger Boston sports rumor than ‘Yandle to the 

Bruins’. Every Boston hockey fan and connected source in the Boston 

hockey scene has tried to wish this rumor to become a reality since 

Yandle broke into the NHL. That was when the always beleaguered 

Phoenix/Arizona Coyotes franchise selected Yandle in the fourth round 

(105th overall) of the 2005 NHL Entry Draft. While the Bruins were close 

to acquiring Yandle last October, there are now more teams that are 

looking into him. 

Just prior to the NHL Expansion Draft, another NHL source confirmed to 

BHN that a trade was in place last October to send Yandle to the Boston 

Bruins. The same source also confirmed that Canadiens GM Marc 

Bergevin fancied Yandle to play a major role in the Canadiens’ powerplay 

for the 2021 season. That interest is still there, as is the intrigue from 

many more GMs to sign Yandle at a lower cap hit that is still growing. 

While the salary cap has turned NHL GMs away from signing specialty 

players, there is no arguing that Yandle is one of the best powerplay 

quarterbacks of the last five NHL seasons, and could help a contender. 

Since the Panthers signed Yandle to a seven-year, $44.1 million 

contract, he has been the anchor of the Cats’ power play attack. Yandle 

had 39 power play points in 2018-19 and finished Top 5 on the man 

advantage prior to this past season. 

According to sources close to Yandle, he is working out wiith specialists 

at TB12 and hoping to sign a new contract soon. 
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Bruins notebook: How close is a Taylor Hall contract? Answers wanted 

from David Krejci and help on defense 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

Less than a week remains between Taylor Hall and the lure of 

unrestricted free agency. It appears the left wing is not interested in 

hitting the open market. 

“Made significant progress on Taylor,” general manager Don Sweeney 

said on Thursday. “I hope we will find a finish line. Looking forward to 

hopefully having him back as a big part of what we’re trying to do for this 

year and moving forward. Made significant progress there.” 

According to Daily Faceoff, the framework is a four-year, $24 million 

extension. A $6 million annual average value would tuck Hall in under 

Brad Marchand’s $6.125 million AAV. It would be an appropriate sum 

given Hall’s status behind Marchand as No. 2 left wing. If the Bruins lock 

up Hall, it would give them a powerful 1-2 setup on the left side.  

The identity of Hall’s center, however, remains unknown. 

Like Hall, David Krejci is set to become a UFA. Unlike Hall, the No. 2 

center has yet to declare his preferred landing spot for 2021-22: Boston 

or Czech Republic. 

Sweeney said he is respectful of Krejci’s process. The sides have 

communicated regularly. Internally, the Bruins remain optimistic about 

the alternate captain’s return. 

“There’s no timeline to make decisions,” said Sweeney. 

That said, with free agency approaching, Krejci’s decision could impact 

the Bruins’ next step. It could delay how the Bruins proceed, either in free 

agency or on the trade market, in replacing Krejci if the 35-year-old 

chooses to leave. The Bruins would be uncertain how aggressively to 

pursue Philip Danault in free agency, for example, if Krejci has not 

submitted his decision by July 28. 

Sweeney hinted that internal options would be considered, perhaps 

primarily. Charlie Coyle could move up to the second line. Jack 

Studnicka would be another possibility. 

“We certainly have to acknowledge it would be a big hole if we had to fill 

it,” said Sweeney. “But it would be a real good opportunity for someone if 

we do go in that direction. We’re going to have to find a way to spread 

things around if David makes a decision otherwise. But that hasn’t been 

the indication. We’re hopeful that he would come back. We’ll see.” 

The Bruins’ other priority besides No. 2 center is left defense. The Bruins 

were already in the market for a 200-foot stopper. Their needs, especially 

on the penalty kill, are now keener following Jeremy Lauzon’s Seattle 

exit. Lauzon led the team with 3:07 of shorthanded ice time per game in 

2020-21. 

Whether blueliner Mike Reilly will re-sign is unknown. Negotiations 

continue, but Reilly would most likely find richer offers in free agency. 

“Haven’t found a finish line there,” said Sweeney said of talks with Reilly. 

“Thought highly of Mike and what he added to our group. We continue to 

talk there and see what may transpire. He has some options as it gets 

closer to the 28th. He may want to explore that.” 

If Reilly re-signs, it would add to the Bruins’ cluster of puck-moving left-

siders. Reilly, Matt Grzelcyk and Jakub Zboril rely on skating, awareness 

and smoothness with the puck. They are not confrontational 

defensemen. Nor are they designed for heavy shorthanded use. 

John Moore, who is recovering from hip surgery, could assume some of 

the defense-first responsibility. But the Bruins are desperate for a top-

four defenseman who can play difficult and dependable five-on-five and 

shorthanded shifts.  

“Ideally, you’d want an all-situational minutes player that certainly has 

been in all those pressure points of the kill, maybe the power play,” 

Sweeney said. “Not unlike Charlie McAvoy, where you’ve got someone 

who impacts the game 60 minutes. The other guys, Grizzy obviously has 

done a lot of great things for us in puck moving and can complement on 

the power play as well. Zboril, with moving pucks last year. Ran into 

some injuries. But with the loss of Jeremy, there’s a penalty-killing 

component there. Johnny Moore healthy will obviously address some of 

that from a depth perspective. But we have to go out and add to our 

group. We have to address that.” 

In free agency, Ryan Suter and Alec Martinez would fit the preferred 

profile. On the trade front, Nate Schmidt could be available. Hampus 

Lindholm and Mattias Ekholm both have one year left on their contracts 

before becoming unrestricted. Chatter remains around Oliver Ekman-

Larsson. 

If the Bruins go for a trade, Jake DeBrusk would be their primary piece. If 

Hall re-signs, it would not leave room for DeBrusk in the Bruins’ top six. 

The left wing’s salary spikes to $4.85 million in 2021-22. 

Goalies being considered 

Tuukka Rask will undergo hip surgery at the end of July. His return date 

of January or February of 2022 has not changed. 

As such, the Bruins are looking at adding an experienced goalie to 

complement Jeremy Swayman and Dan Vladar. Jonathan Bernier is 

among the veterans who will be available in free agency.  

The Bruins have high but realistic expectations for Swayman in 2021-22. 

But banking on 22-year-old aces is risky, both from performance and 

injury standpoints. 

“We are looking to address, from a depth perspective, and add to that 

group,” said Sweeney. “We have some flexibility in that regard. We think 

very highly of both goaltenders, Jeremy and Daniel. We feel we’re in 

good shape depth-wise organizationally. But we’re probably going to look 

to add to that group and have a better presence there that could offset 

both those guys with bright futures.” 

Vladar will require waivers to be assigned to Providence. 

Nick Ritchie, Ondrej Kase and Zach Senyshyn, all pending restricted free 

agents, will receive qualifying offers.  

This will allow Ritchie to retain arbitration rights. The left wing’s 15 goals 

and 11 assists (in 56 games) stat line could serve him well in a hearing if 

the sides cannot find common ground. Ritchie should be the No. 3 left 

wing once he signs an extension. 

Kase will remain under team control via his qualifying offer. But his future 

is unknown because of his concussion history. 

Senyshyn will be a depth right wing. 
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As Bruins’ contract talks with Taylor Hall progress, what will the winger 

sign for? 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

Even before he played his first game as a Bruin, Taylor Hall 

acknowledged his desire to sign in Boston long term. Sixteen regular-

season games and 11 more in the playoffs confirmed the 29-year-old’s 

preference. 

The Bruins, concurrently, thought of Hall as a possible multiyear solution 

at No. 2 left wing when acquiring the 2010 No. 1 pick and Curtis Lazar for 

Anders Bjork and a 2021 second-rounder. 

On Wednesday, Hall and the Bruins took another step toward extending 

their partnership. Seattle, which was eligible to sign the pending 

unrestricted free agent, claimed Jeremy Lauzon instead in the expansion 

draft. 

The Bruins now have exclusive negotiating rights with Hall until the July 

28 opening of free agency. According to Daily Faceoff, the sides have 

progressed on an extension that could be for four years at $6 million 

annually. 

Two comparables will shape the structure of Hall’s deal: Brad Marchand 

and Brendan Gallagher. 

Marchand is the team’s unquestioned No. 1 left wing. He may be the best 

in the league at his position. 

On Sept. 29, 2016, Marchand signed an eight-year, $49 million 

extension. He was 28 at the time. He had one year left on a four-year, 

$18 million contract. Marchand scored 37 goals and 24 assists in 2015-

16. 

Even though Marchand’s contract is nearly five years old, it serves as a 

preferred organizational ceiling. General manager Don Sweeney can 

argue that Hall, as the No. 2 left wing, should not earn more than 

Marchand’s $6.125 million average annual payday. Sweeney has a point. 

Marchand’s price, in turn, was partly set by Patrice Bergeron’s $6.875 

million AAV. Nobody could say that Marchand was worth more than 

Bergeron at the time. 

So if the Bruins proceed in this manner, Hall will have to accept a 

significant slice off the $8 million he earned last year on a one-year 

contract. It is something he acknowledged at the end of the season. 

“I’m not looking to absolutely maximize my value at this point in my 

career,” Hall said. “I’ve been fortunate enough to make some good 

money in this league. And at this point, it’s about more of a fit for me than 

maybe money or a long-term thing. You want to find a home for the next 

few years here. We’ll see what happens.” 

If Hall accepts a $6 million AAV, it would take up 7.4 percent of the 

Bruins’ $81.5 million ceiling in 2021-22. In 2017-18, when the cap was 

$75 million, Marchand’s AAV comprised 8.2 percent of the team’s total 

commitment. 

Externally, Gallagher’s contract, signed post-shutdown, is a more recent 

comparable. On Oct. 14, 2020, Montreal’s top-two right wing signed a 

six-year, $39 million extension, per CapFriendly. Gallagher was 28 years 

old. He was coming off a 22 goal 21 assist 43 points line in 59 games. 

Gallagher averaged 0.73 points per game in 2019-20, slightly more than 

Hall’s 0.62 points-per-game rate for the Sabres and Bruins this past 

season. 

Nine months after Gallagher signed his contract, the post-pandemic 

recovery picture is clearer. While there will be a flat cap in 2021-22, NHL 

sources project a rise in subsequent years in alignment with recovering 

revenue. 

For Darren Ferris, Hall’s agent, it may be a chance for his client to score 

a Gallagher-like six-year extension with the Bruins. Or, as one agent 

predicted, if an accelerated cap spike takes place within four or five 

years, an extension of shorter term may give Hall one last swing at a final 

deal. For example, Hall would be 33 years old at the conclusion of a four-

year extension. Marchand is 33 with no immediate expected decline in 

production. 

If Hall re-signs, he would do so without knowing the identity of his 

second-line center. David Krejci remains a question mark as to whether 

he wants to stay in Boston or return to the Czech Republic. If Krejci 

decides to depart, the Bruins would have to proceed to an acquisition or 

count on Charlie Coyle or Jack Studnicka to command second-line 

status. 

For now, the Bruins have cap space. It only takes several big-ticket 

acquisitions, though, for that to go away. 
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Sabres open season Oct. 14 vs. Habs as part of four-game homestand 

 

News sports reporter  

Jul 22, 2021 Updated 7 hrs ago  

 

Aseason-opening four-game homestand, no home games in February 

due to the Olympic break and the first meetings with the expansion 

Seattle Kraken are among the notable items of the Buffalo Sabres' 2021-

22 schedule released by the team and the NHL Thursday. 

The Sabres' first full season under coach Don Granato opens Thursday, 

Oct. 14 against the Montreal Canadiens and continues with home games 

Oct. 16 vs. Arizona, Oct. 19 vs. Vancouver and Oct. 22 against Boston. It 

makes the 2021-22 season just the second to see the Sabres start with 

four straight games at home. Buffalo went 2-2 in KeyBank Center to open 

the 2018-19 campaign. 

History shows patience, support necessary if Sabres select Owen Power 

at No. 1 

Power is the Sabres’ presumed selection with the first overall pick, but it’s 

uncertain where he will play this season. 

After the road opener Oct. 23 at New Jersey, the Sabres host two-time 

defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay on Oct. 25 before heading 

West for their first extended road trip: Oct. 28 at Anaheim, Oct. 31 at Los 

Angeles, Nov. 2 at San Jose and Nov. 4 for Buffalo's first trip to Seattle's 

Climate Pledge Arena. 

The NHL is reverting to its 2019-20 alignment, which puts the Sabres 

back in the Atlantic Division along with Tampa Bay, Cup finalist Montreal, 

playoff teams Toronto, Boston and Florida, and rebuilding Ottawa and 

Detroit. 

Buffalo's first game against rival Toronto is at home Nov. 13. The rivalry 

has been dormant since a 5-2 Buffalo win here on Feb. 16, 2020. 

The Sabres will play five of the seven Atlantic opponents four times (two 

home, two road). They will meet Tampa Bay twice at home and only 

once in Amalie Arena, while playing Ottawa only once at home and twice 

in Canadian Tire Centre. 

Borgen is a restricted free agent and won't receive much of a raise from 

his $864,166 cap hit last season. 

The two division games were taken away to accommodate games 

against the Kraken. The Nov. 4 trip to Seattle will be the Kraken's fifth 

home game. Seattle will play in Buffalo on Nov. 29. 

The Sabres play three games against each of the eight teams in the 

Metropolitan Division in a 2-1 format. They play twice at home and once 

on the road against Washington, Philadelphia, the New York Islanders 

and Columbus, and twice on the road and once at home against 

Pittsburgh, the New York Rangers, Carolina and New Jersey. 

The Sabres make their first and only visit to UBS Arena, the new home of 

the New York Islanders at Belmont Park, on Dec. 30. Their first game 

across the Canadian border will be Dec. 14 in Winnipeg; the Sabres were 

in Montreal when their final game of the 2019-20 season was canceled. 

They have not played in Canada since. 

The Sabres have a home-and-home with each of the 16 Western 

Conference teams. The annual visit from South Buffalo native Patrick 

Kane and the Chicago Blackhawks is not until the season finale April 29. 

Owen Power, William Eklund headline Sabres' debate with No. 1 draft 

pick 

For whatever reason, no one outside KeyBank Center knows who the 

Sabres will select first overall. 

There are no home games on the schedule from Jan. 23-March 3, a 

massive time to not see the ice in Buffalo. The Sabres have seven road 

games in that stretch and do not play from Feb. 2-24 due to the breaks 

for the All-Star Game in Vegas and the Olympic break. The NHL's trip to 

Beijing is not yet finalized, and the league said if a deal is not completed 

it will "release a revised schedule that, to the greatest extent possible, will 

adopt the dates and games from the schedule announced Thursday." 
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Erik Brady: NHL draft conjures memories of French Connection 

 

Erik Brady  

Jul 22, 2021 Updated 14 hrs ago  

 

The French Connection was the greatest forward line in Buffalo Sabres 

history. 

“The French Connection” was the best movie of 1971. 

That forward line, named for the movie, is much on our minds these 

days. We lost Rene Robert last month. We lost Rick Martin 10 years ago. 

Gilbert Perreault is our last link to a line that lives in memory – and in 

bronze. 

The NHL draft begins Friday night. The Buffalo Sabres have the No. 1 

overall pick, as they did in 1970, when they selected Perreault. This draft 

marks 50 years since the Sabres selected Martin with the fifth overall 

choice. And then there was Robert, who came not by draft, but by trade. 

That grand larceny of a deal – Eddie Shack, at 35, straight up for Robert, 

at 24 – was made on March 4, 1972. A few weeks later, at the Academy 

Awards, “The French Connection” was named best picture. This 

confluence of events would later lead to the best nickname for a forward 

line in the history of hockey. 

The movie is best remembered for its car chase. Detective Jimmy 

“Popeye” Doyle, played by Gene Hackman, careens his Pontiac down 

teeming streets in Brooklyn to catch a crook who has hijacked an 

elevated train. Roger Ebert, the late film critic, believed the thrill of that 

chase was so memorable that moviegoers sometimes forgot that the rest 

of the movie was really good, too. 

So much so that on April 10, 1972, it won Oscars for best picture, best 

actor (Hackman), best director (William Friedkin) and best screenplay 

and editing. 

The Sabres’ second season had ended six nights earlier. One year later, 

to the day, Robert scored in overtime – with assists from Perreault and 

Martin – to give the Sabres a 3-2 overtime victory against the Montreal 

Canadiens in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

By then they were already well known as the French Connection – three 

musketeers, armed with sabre-sticks, who all hailed from Quebec. It is a 

name worthy of the line. 

As the story is usually told, Lee Coppola christened them as such on a 

message board at the Aud. Those boards had space for just two lines, 

and Coppola used them to convey information with wit and style, like an 

expert headline writer working with a tight count. That’s fitting, because 

Coppola is one of the greats of Buffalo journalism history. 

Like Perreault, he is a Hall of Famer – in Coppola’s case, the Buffalo 

Broadcasters Association Hall of Fame. But even before he worked as an 

investigative reporter for Channels 7 and 4, he was an award-winning 

print reporter for The Buffalo Evening News. That’s the era when 

Coppola did work for Sabres public relations director Paul Wieland, who 

called Coppola “Mel Moonlight” because he wrote for The News by day 

and for the Sabres by night – lighting up the Aud message boards like a 

concert pianist composing on the fly. 

Rick Azar, another Buffalo Broadcasters Hall of Famer, offered an 

alternate history in “Tales From Azar’s Attic: A Look Inside a 

Broadcasting Career.” The late Channel 7 sports anchor wrote in his 

2014 book that the use of French Connection for the Sabres’ 

swashbuckling line “was first heard on a 6:15 broadcast on Channel 7. 

Yes, my sportscast, but I can’t take credit for it.” 

Azar instead gave credit to assistant news director Alan Nesbitt: “It was a 

stroke of brilliance. I couldn’t wait to lead with it. The lightbulbs in my 

head were flashing like crazy.” 

The bronze statue honoring French Connection linemates Gilbert 

Perreault, Rene Robert and Rick Martin outside of KeyBank Center. 

Funny that Azar put it that way. The message board was lit by bulbs, too. 

And in popular culture, the symbolic representation of a great new idea is 

… the lightbulb. 

So who really concocted this Edisonian ideal? Wieland credits Coppola, 

Azar credited Nesbitt – and maybe the answer is both, independent of 

one another. This much is certain: The name has stood the test of time. 

So has Ron Moscati. He was a photojournalist for the Courier-Express 

when he got a shot of the French Connection in a 1975 playoff game that 

the sculptor Jerry McKenna later used to create the statue that stands 

outside KeyBank Center. 

The movie was defined by speed. So was the forward line. And the 

spacing of speedy center with wingers left and right made it exceedingly 

difficult for a photographer to capture all three in a single frame midgame. 

Moscati did it. And now the Italian American shutterbug will join those 

French-Canadian linemates in the Greater Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame. 

The hall’s newest class will be enshrined on Oct. 14 – five days after the 

50th anniversary of the debut of the movie that started it all. 
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History shows patience, support necessary if Sabres select Owen Power 

at No. 1 

 

News staff reporter  

Jul 22, 2021 Updated 4 hrs ago   

 

When the gold medal aspirations of a hockey-crazed country were on the 

brink this spring, and its thin defense corps was further depleted by 

injury, Canada coach Gerard Gallant unleashed the 18-year-old scouts 

were waiting to see. 

Owen Power is ranked by NHL Central Scouting as the top North 

American skater in this draft class. 

Owen Power, a 6-foot-6 draft-eligible prospect equipped with remarkable 

skating and beyond-his-years on-ice instincts, went from playing under 

eight minutes in Canada’s opening game of the IIHF World 

Championship to seizing a prominent role on the blue line. 

Power did not falter when given 24:07 of ice time against Russia, earning 

player-of-the-game honors for his responsible performance from the back 

end in a 2-1 overtime win. His resolve with and without the puck was 

evident in each of his shifts during a semifinal victory in which he skated 

more than 27 minutes in a shutdown role versus a United States team 

filled with NHL talent. 

In the final, Power was on the ice for 24:17 to help Canada earn gold at 

the annual event for the first time since 2005, strengthening his case to 

be drafted first overall by the Buffalo Sabres. 

“It didn’t surprise me,” Brock Sheahan, who coached Power with the 

United States Hockey League’s Chicago Steel, told The Buffalo News. “I 

was very hopeful that they would start playing him because it would really 

help their chances. … For a kid his size to skate the way he does, to be 

able to think the game the way he does on both sides of the puck, he’s 

not just an offensive defenseman. He's a complete defenseman. And I 

think he is extremely special in that regard.” 

“They won the gold medal and he was a big part of it,” added TSN 

director of scouting Craig Button. 

“And I think that all those elements that Owen possesses, just scream 

being able to be a number one defenseman and control the game in all 

its critical areas.” 

The performance helped Power earn the distinction of NHL Central 

Scouting’s top North American skater in the 2021 draft, which begins at 8 

p.m. ET Friday. He is the Sabres’ presumed selection with the first 

overall pick, but it’s uncertain where Power will play this season. 

Michigan defenseman Owen Power (22) watches the puck during an 

NCAA hockey game against Minnesota in December. Power is the top 

North American prospect in the 2021 NHL draft according to the NHL 

Central Scouting Bureau.  

Power has expressed interest in returning to the University of Michigan 

for his sophomore season, a scenario that would make him only the 

second player since 2000 to willingly not make an immediate jump to the 

NHL. Waiting for another defenseman to develop is a tough sell to 

Sabres fans, who have suffered through 10 seasons without playoff 

hockey and likely will watch their franchise center, Jack Eichel, depart 

this summer. History shows, though, that patience is important when 

selecting a player on defense, particularly when the prospect is stepping 

into a situation like the one in Buffalo. 

“The National Hockey League is hard,” Button said. “It's a hard league 

that will chew you up and spit you out if you're not ready. So, the first part 

of this is, if I'm sitting with Owen Power, or any of those top defensemen, 

I would tell them to go back to school for another year. Go and play 

another year of college hockey and dominate. I think players rush the 

process. They come to the league before they're ready.” 

‘You have to be ready’ 

Mel Pearson did not need to see a replay of the goal to recall every detail 

of Power’s most impressive individual feat as a freshman. 

Without hesitation, Power skated deep into the offensive zone for the 

Wolverines and, upon reaching the high slot, corralled a backhanded 

pass from fellow top draft-eligible prospect, forward Kent Johnson. Power 

then maneuvered around a defender by moving the puck to his backhand 

and drove toward the right side of the net. At the last moment, Power 

quickly stickhandled back to his forehand and quickly snapped a shot 

past the University of Wisconsin goaltender to tie the score on Feb. 17. 

“I had seen some of his offensive creativity before he arrived, but it’s 

another step up and can you do it when you’re playing against guys who 

are six, seven years older than you and they’re strong?” said Pearson, 

coach of the Wolverines. “They don’t care where you’re ranked or how 

good you are, any of that. … You know, for a kid 6-foot-5 to even think 

about doing that and then to be able to execute it, his skill level is really 

good.” 

Across 26 games as a freshman, Power totaled three goals and 16 

points. His 0.62 points per game helped him secure rookie of the year 

honors from the College Hockey News, and he was Big Ten Freshman of 

the Year finalist. 

Power’s impact can’t be measured by traditional statistics, though. He 

played in every situation for the Wolverines, running a lethal power play 

and suffocating penalty kill. Moments in games that are typically difficult 

for freshmen looked simple with Power on the ice, whether it was 

retrieving a puck under pressure or executing a breakout pass to start 

Michigan’s transition offense. 

Some scouts questioned the lack of physicality in Power’s game and 

wished the Mississauga product played with a mean streak, but Pearson 

requested that his top blue liner defend conservatively because the 

Wolverines did not need their stalwart in the penalty box. Officials in the 

NCAA call the game tight and Power’s size would have made him a 

target. 

“He’s got a bite to his game and we saw that in practice every day,” said 

Pearson. “He had no problem giving the Saskatchewan two-hand to 

anybody. There's no issues there.” 

“I think I'm a two-way defenseman that can play in all situations and log a 

lot of minutes,” Power said during a conference call with reporters. “I 

think any team in the NHL would want someone like that. I think that's 

what I'll bring.” 

Power is in position to be the 16th defenseman drafted No. 1 since 1970 

and the first since the Sabres’ Rasmus Dahlin in 2018. Sabres General 

Manager Kevyn Adams and his scouting staff also are high on USA 

Hockey National Team Development Program defenseman Luke Hughes 

and Swedish forward William Eklund, according to sources, but it would 

be a draft-day stunner if the pick isn’t Power. 

Drafting Power eventually could make the Sabres’ depth on defense 

among the best in the NHL, as Adams’ plan for the future is expected to 

include Dahlin, Henri Jokiharju, Mattias Samuelsson and 2019 first-round 

draft choice Ryan Johnson. But Power may wait to realize his dream of 

making an impact in the NHL. 

Although the decision will ultimately be up to whichever team drafts 

Power, another season at Michigan would provide Power with more time 

to gain strength in preparation for the grind of an 82-game NHL season 

and allow a more forgiving setting for him to work on specific areas on 

the ice. 

“Could he play in the National Hockey League next year? Absolutely” 

said Pearson. “But having said that, I have so much respect for the NHL. 

It's the greatest league in the world. You have to be ready. It's a man's 

league and you have to be ready to step in and perform and contribute 

on a nightly basis. You have to be ready for that physically, emotionally, 

spiritually … 

“Number one, can he put on some man strength and be so much more 

ready to play at that level? I totally think he can. Just because you’re 

drafted first, or when you turn 18, doesn’t mean you’re necessarily ready 

to play in the National Hockey League. Everybody is ready at different 

times. Owen’s a great player. He’s going to play in the league, whether 

it’s next year or the year after.” 

Rasmus Dahlin’s struggles under Ralph Krueger should be a cautionary 

tale for the Sabres. 

Dahlin, still only 21 years old, finished his third NHL season with a 

league-worst minus-36 rating. Krueger begrudgingly refused to make any 

changes to his system at 5-on-5, despite its negative impact on Dahlin, in 



particular. Dahlin wasn’t allowed to use his dynamic skill to lead the rush. 

The calculated risks that led to otherworldly plays during his rookie 

season were no more. 

Like many of his teammates, Rasmus Dahlin cleaned up his defensive 

game under Don Granato.  

It wasn’t until Don Granato took over as coach on March 17 that Dahlin 

began to return to form, a rebound he attributed to Granato’s preferred 

style of play, which resembles the way defensemen are taught to play 

and think the game in Sweden. Despite the difficult season under 

Krueger, Dahlin’s 50 power-play points since the start of 2018-19 rank 

ninth among NHL defensemen. 

Though Dahlin and Power are very different players, the struggles of 

Buffalo’s most recent No. 1 pick illustrated that bringing along young 

defensemen isn’t a simple process. Stability is important. 

“I can give you examples of players that leave (college or junior) they get; 

I don't want to say get chewed up, but they get scars on them,” said 

Button. “And then you’ve got to work through those scars. … I think 

Rasmus might be a great example of that. He's a good player. He's a 

really good player. But you know, because the team's had challenges, 

he's had challenges. You better not give up on Rasmus Dahlin, that’s all I 

can say.” 

Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman was solid in his first 

four seasons – a steady supporting cast and stable coaching situation 

helped prevent any significant dips in performance – but it wasn’t until 

year five that he eclipsed 30 points. His goals above replacement, a 

metric by Evolving-Hockey.com that ranks a player’s overall contributions 

to his team, skyrocketed from 5.6 as a rookie in 2009 to 22.5 in Year 8. 

Hedman had a breakout 55-point season in Year 5, followed by a year in 

which he helped the Lightning reach the Stanley Cup Final. Since, 

Hedman has won a Norris Trophy and owns two Cup rings. Though 

Power has been compared to Hedman, the latter’s development track is 

a better comparable for Dahlin because they both learned the game on 

the bigger ice surface in Sweden. 

Cale Makar, Quinn Hughes, Adam Fox and Zach Werenski are 

interesting case studies in how more time in college can benefit a young 

defenseman. Makar, drafted fourth overall in 2017, became one of the 

league’s best after playing two seasons at UMass-Amherst. Hughes, who 

went to Vancouver at No. 7 in 2018, went back to Michigan for his 

sophomore season and finished second in Calder Trophy voting for 

2019-20. Werenski made the same decision in 2015 after his selection 

eighth overall by Columbus. Fox won the Norris Trophy in Year 2 with the 

Rangers after spending three years at Harvard University. 

Since the 2004-05 lockout, no notable defenseman drafted high out of 

the NCAA has posted a positive goals above replacement as a rookie 

after making the immediate jump to the NHL. 

“The scariest play in hockey, the hardest play in hockey, for me, is a puck 

in your corner, and you're having to go back for it as a defenseman,” said 

Josh Wrobel, a Toronto-based skills coach whose client list includes 

NHLers and top draft-eligible prospects. “The puck is bouncing around, 

it's spinning, and you have a guy coming to make contact and put you in 

the third row. That’s a tough play for a 19-year-old coming out of junior or 

college. That’s something that young forwards don’t have to deal with as 

often. I feel like that's why with D the development curve just takes a little 

bit longer.” 

A young defenseman is at the mercy of his partner and coach. 

Hughes and Dahlin are some of the most recent examples. Hughes, 21, 

was not exposed as often as a rookie because he played most of his 5-

on-5 minutes with reliable veteran defenseman Chris Tanev. Year 2 for 

Hughes was more of a struggle, as he did not have the same type of help 

to mask mistakes. 

Dahlin, meanwhile, has played at least 100 minutes at 5-on-5 with six 

different defensemen – Jokiharju, Colin Miller, Zach Bogosian, Brandon 

Montour, Casey Nelson and Rasmus Ristolainen, none of whom are 

lockdown defenders – across his three seasons. 

“You want to insulate your young defenseman if he's going to make the 

team right away with a veteran guy that understands the game and can 

really help you along the way and help you when you make mistakes,” 

said Ken Daneyko, an NHL Network analyst whose work on defense 

helped the New Jersey Devils win three Stanley Cups. “When you make 

a mistake and it doesn't end up in the back of your net, you live with it 

and you learn from it and you grow. If it continually ends up in the back of 

your net on a bad pass or hanging on to the puck too long, it can hurt 

your confidence a little bit and that can have a domino effect. … It’s 

helpful to have someone there you can learn from.” 

Coaching also matters. Former Sabres coach Phil Housley’s run-and-gun 

system fit with Dahlin’s offensive talents, as illustrated by a historic rookie 

year in 2018-19, but a preference to play man-to-man coverage in the 

defensive zone may have led to bad habits and caused overthinking. 

Krueger was also a horrible fit for Dahlin. 

Sabres head coach Don Granato. 

Though Granato’s systems and approach fit well with dynamic 

defensemen such as Dahlin and Power, it’s likely the Sabres won’t have 

the proper veteran presence to insulate a rookie learning on the job. 

The speed of the modern-day NHL is tailor-made for the talents of these 

young, offensive-minded defensemen to make the immediate jump to the 

NHL. Dahlin is a notable example with his 84 points as a teenager 

ranking second all-time behind Housley (143). But the ups and downs for 

a prospect at the position can be stabilized if development is handled 

properly. A spot on Buffalo’s roster this season would come with a 

significant learning curve for Power. 

“Every player has a different identity,” said Granato. “You have to help 

them not only find their identity because their identity is at the previous 

level they played. They had a skill set that was maybe 10 different skills 

at the college level and the junior level and then they come to the NHL 

and that skill set of 10, maybe speed was their attribute at the previous 

level and they scored 30 goals because they had great speed, but they’re 

not fast in the NHL so they’re not going to score those goals. It’s helping 

them recognize what they can and can’t do, supporting that and giving 

them reason to be confident moving forward.” 
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Sabres aren’t tipping No. 1 pick ahead of what should be lively NHL 

Draft: ‘It’s a phenomenal opportunity’ 

 

By John Vogl  

Jul 23, 2021  

  

The Sabres refuse to spoil the suspense. Unlike 2018, when the hockey 

world knew they’d be drafting Rasmus Dahlin, they won’t unveil this 

year’s No. 1 pick until they select him. 

One thing’s certain, though. They are confident they’re drafting the right 

prospect. 

“These guys have done a phenomenal job over the last months of 

preparing for this draft,” general manager Kevyn Adams said while 

seated between associate GM Jason Karmanos and director of amateur 

scouting Jerry Forton. “We’ve, with our scouts, gone through from top to 

bottom what is a Sabre and what are we looking for, and we’re excited 

about the player we’re going to get at No. 1.” 

The betting money is on blueliner Owen Power, who would join Dahlin as 

potential cornerstones of a powerhouse defense. Forwards William 

Eklund and Matthew Beniers are also in the top tier of Friday’s draft, and 

one could be Buffalo’s future No. 1 center with Jack Eichel on the way 

out of town. 

But an even bigger mystery than who Buffalo will draft first is how many 

picks they’ll have in the opening round. Eichel, Sam Reinhart and 

Rasmus Ristolainen are on the trade block with each having the potential 

to bring back a first-round selection. 

“We’re willing to listen to every possible thing that’s going to get our 

franchise pointed in the right direction,” Adams said. “It’s a phenomenal 

opportunity over this weekend to add to our organization.” 

Eichel’s status remains Buffalo’s top talking point. Amid reports that the 

Sabres have not made the captain’s medical reports available to some 

suitors, his agent responded to a question from The Athletic about 

Eichel’s health. 

“Jack feels great,” Peter Fish said via email. 

He declined to elaborate, leaving a layer of suspense. Is Eichel feeling 

great for a guy with a herniated disk in his neck? Is he fine because the 

injury suffered in March has healed through rest and rehab? Is Eichel 

feeling great because he’s sitting on a tropical beach sipping a 

margarita? 

No one is saying, but the answers will arrive when a trade is completed 

for the 24-year-old. 

“We’re not going to get into players and trade discussions,” Adams said. 

The GM instead steered the conversation toward the draft, which has the 

potential to finally point the last-place franchise in a positive direction. 

The Sabres head to the selection show with a new hierarchy, their third in 

three years. Karmanos joined the Sabres in April and oversees the 

scouting operation. Forton was promoted to scouting director in March 

after serving as head of collegiate scouting. He has been on the staff 

since 2014, working under previous GMs Tim Murray and Jason Botterill. 

“I feel as good about this list as any draft I’ve been involved with,” said 

Forton, whose nine-person crew mixed live and video scouting. “With the 

access we have through the various sources we use, I don’t know that 

there’s too much video that we don’t have on a player in the draft. We 

have 40, 50, 80, 100, 100-plus viewings on many of these players.” 

They need to make it count. The Sabres have missed on a long list of 

picks since 2010, which is part of the reason they’re mired in a 10-year 

playoff drought. Recent drafts have landed Dahlin, Casey Mittelstadt, 

Dylan Cozens and others with potential. Karmanos likes the foundation 

he sees. 

Now he has to add to it. 

“I believe we’re in a much better spot than is perceived,” the associate 

GM said. “We’ve got a young core that we rightfully so think very highly 

of, that can be part of our success in the future. 

“It’s an obvious point that the teams that win have an incredible amount 

of depth throughout the organization. We don’t have that yet, and that’s 

understandable for where we are. 

“So, we need to use the various modes that we have in place to acquire 

players and find talent, and we need to do a good job making those 

decisions.” 

Heading into draft day, the Sabres hold 10 picks, including six in the 

opening 100 selections. If they can add another first-rounder or three, 

they may lay the foundation they desire. 

A downtrodden fan base may not want to hear it, but it’s going to take 

time to rebuild the Sabres — even though they’ve been rebuilding for a 

decade already. Karmanos said most of the coming acquisitions will fit 

into the “timeline for when we’re going to be a good team.” Since most of 

Buffalo’s potential building blocks range from 18 to 22, it could be two or 

three years before the team makes a noticeable jump. 

But it can’t make the jump until it adds winning pieces. The Sabres are 

confident they’ll do that, though they won’t reveal those pieces until the 

picks are made and trades are revealed. 

“We have an unbelievable opportunity as an organization to stick with the 

vision to move this forward, to stick to our core principles,” Adams said. 

“I’m looking forward to not just the draft but everything that goes around.” 
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Giordano's departure hasn't sunk in for Flames teammates 

 

Daniel Austin 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021 

 

There were a lot of ways that Mark Giordano made Brad Treliving’s job 

easier. 

One of them was the conversations the Calgary Flames GM had with 

younger players who were trying to break in at the NHL level. 

As he explained Wednesday night after Giordano was selected by the 

Seattle Kraken in the NHL Expansion Draft, Treliving would often tell his 

up-and-comers to just watch how Giordano carried himself and try their 

best to emulate that. 

“If you want to follow somebody and how they work, how they prepare, 

how they commit, how they live, follow that,” Treliving explained. “If you 

come pretty close, you’ll be alright.” 

Sean Monahan is one of the players who did just that. He predated 

Treliving’s arrival in Calgary by a year, but from the very start, Monahan 

modelled his own behaviour on Giordano, who would eventually become 

one of his best friends off the ice. 

“Honestly, when I came to Calgary, I really didn’t know anybody,” 

Monahan said. “I remember when we were in training camp and we 

announced the G was going to be captain of the team, it was an obvious 

choice from Day 1.  

“He held himself to a very high standard when he wore that ‘C’. (The 

years) kind of flew by, but yeah, he’s 10 years older than me but he’s one 

of my best friends. I love his family, his kids are awesome, he’s going to 

be a friend for life.” 

For most of the Flames, the reality that Giordano won’t be around at 

training camp this fall hadn’t set in on Thursday afternoon. For every 

single player on the roster, Giordano has been a fixture at training camp 

since they first joined the organization.  

There’s a lot of players over the years who have taken Treliving’s advice 

and tried to do their best to “do as Giordano does” as they tried to 

establish themselves as pros. 

It wasn’t just young players, either.  

Milan Lucic had already had a long NHL career by the time he arrived in 

Calgary in 2019. He still looked to Giordano as he tried to find his place 

in the team. 

“Personally, I just wanted to fit into the group and I’ve kind of had the 

same upbringing and broke in at the same time as Gio, I think that’s why 

we got along so well,” Lucic said. “We kind of had the same ideas about 

what we brought to a team, but he sets the tone right off the get-go 

because of how he takes care of himself and how he gets himself 

prepared to be his best going into the season. 

“That’s something to look up to and it motivates your teammates, young 

and old. That’s a big thing that’s going to be missed.” 

Lucic compared a hockey team to elementary school, where you see the 

same people every single day. When one of your classmates moves, you 

still stay in touch with them. You just don’t see them every day, and if 

you’re close with them, you miss them. 

Monahan said he’ll be having dinner with Giordano on Friday. They work 

out together and when Monahan calls him one of his “best friends”, he 

means it. 

Giordano left an impact in Calgary. It was even more profound in the 

dressing room. 

“Obviously I’ve been thinking about it a lot and we train together every 

day so I see him every day, it’s tough,” Monahan said. “I’ve been playing 

with him for eight years, so we basically spent 300 days, if not more, 

together for the last six years. It’s going to be different. He’s a great 

teammate. He’s one of my best friends. Anytime a guy gets picked or 

moved or moves on with his career, it’s tough, but especially when you 

have a really, really close relationship. 

“He pushes guys without talking and I think that just the character that he 

has. He’s one of those guys. It doesn’t matter what age you are, you can 

look up to him.” 

Mark Giordano will return to Calgary for the first time — in the regular 

season — on December 23 as a member of the Seattle Kraken. 

The first Battle of Alberta goes down Oct. 16. That’s the season opener 

in Edmonton. They won’t host the Oilers until Dec. 27 at the Scotiabank 

Saddledome. 

The Flames will open their season with six of their first games on the 

road. 

Those are a couple key dates on the Calgary Flames’ 2021-’22 regular 

season calendar. The schedule was released late Thursday afternoon 

and provides a glimpse at the challenge ahead as the Flames attempt to 

move forward after losing their captain and franchise cornerstone in 

Wednesday’s NHL Expansion Draft. 
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Flames add Pitlick in trade with Kraken 

 

Daniel Austin 
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Tyler Pitlick just had to go with the flow. 

It’s been a crazy week for the forward, who was acquired by the Calgary 

Flames in a trade with the Seattle Kraken on Thursday afternoon. 

Pitlick started the week as a member of the Arizona Coyotes but found 

out on the weekend that he’d been left exposed for Wednesday night’s 

NHL Expansion Draft. 

Then, the Kraken picked Pitlick in the draft, making him very temporarily 

a member of the NHL’s newest franchise. 

By Thursday morning, multiple reports surfaced that Pitlick had been 

flipped to the Flames for a fourth-round pick in the 2022 NHL Entry Draft. 

That’s a crazy week. 

“There’s not much you can do, it’s all out of your control,” Pitlick said. 

“Obviously found out I was exposed and there was an initial shock there. 

I wasn’t sure that was going to happen and then it did. The whole 

process of whether I’m going to get picked … and then I did … and then I 

got traded. 

“There’s a lot to it and it was stressful but I’m excited now and my 

family’s excited.” 

So now that his journey is — presumably — over and Pitlick is officially a 

Flames player, what is the team getting? 

Well, the consensus seems to be this: Think of the prototypical player 

who head coach Darryl Sutter likes, and that’s Pitlick. 

At 6-foot-2 and weighing in at 200 lbs., he’s got size. He’s got some 

offensive upside, although the six goals and five assists he tallied this 

season in 38 games probably aren’t why the Flames wanted to add him 

to the roster. 

It’s the defensive side of the game that’s his calling card. He’s scrappy 

and physical. Too. 

“He’s a high-energy guy,” said Milan Lucic, who played with Pitlick when 

they were both members of the Edmonton Oilers in 2016-’17. “You know, 

he was having a great season that year I played with him in Edmonton 

and then he tore his ACL, but I think he had like eight goals in the first 22 

games. 

“High energy guy, can chip in offensively and is not afraid to be physical. 

He’s one of those guys who will bring it on a night-to-night basis.” 

As of mid-day Thursday, Pitlick had only had a short conversation with 

Flames management about what they see his role being next season. 

Other than Lucic, he said he doesn’t know any of his new teammates 

personally. 

But even this past season, when NHL players had little need to follow 

along with what was happening in other divisions, he did continue to tune 

into the occasional Battle of Alberta whenever he had the chance. 

Those are the types of games where a guy like Pitlick might make a 

difference for the Flames next season. 

“I think the way I play the game, I’m gonna give it everything I’ve got 

every game,” Pitlick said. “I play hard, physical, I can play all kinds of 

situations … I’m versatile, physical, all those things. I think that’s what 

they’re excited about me bringing to the table.” 
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Despite strange circumstances of past season, Flames scouts ready for 

2021 NHL Draft 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021 

 

For the Calgary Flames’ amateur scouting staff and their colleagues 

around the league, there’s always some guesswork involved in this 

game. 

Their business is all about projection, analyzing teenaged puck prospects 

and trying to determine who has the best chance of an extended — and 

impactful — career at hockey’s highest level. 

It’s hardly an exact science at the best of times, but because of the 

circumstances of the past year and change, the 2021 NHL Draft could be 

their biggest challenge yet. 

“Probably the theme of the draft is the unpredictability, some of the 

unknowns and question marks with how the season went,” said Flames 

general manager Brad Treliving. “You have the whole gamut, right? You 

have players that played full seasons. You have guys that played half-

seasons, interrupted seasons, whatever you want to call it. And then you 

have players that played no season. Their league just didn’t play. So it’s 

hard to summarize this draft without the caveat that there’s going to be 

some unpredictability.” 

Calgary’s longtime director of amateur scouting, Tod Button, agrees with 

his boss — the 2021 NHL Draft, a virtual name-call that runs Friday and 

Saturday, is all about “the unknowns.” Button is based in Ontario and can 

typically watch a lot of prospects in his own backyard, but the OHL 

ultimately cancelled its entire 2020-21 campaign due to the pandemic. 

Button & Co. have had a lot of success stories in recent years — Sean 

Monahan and Matthew Tkachuk, for example, have delivered on their 

lofty potential as first-rounders, while Johnny Gaudreau and Andrew 

Mangiapane proved to be steals in the later stages. Remember, too, the 

reigning Norris Trophy winner was a third-round selection of the Flames 

in 2016, although Adam Fox was ultimately traded amid fears that he’d 

complete his college career and sign elsewhere as a free agent. 

That’s a credit to the capabilities of Calgary’s talent-hounds, but they 

couldn’t go about their business in quite the same way this winter. 

The Flames rely on their area scouts to start their list. When those gents, 

each assigned to a particular league or region, identify a kid they really 

like, that signals their crossover scouts — Button, Fred Parker, Rob 

Sumner and Europe-based Bobbie Hagelin — to be sure they get 

eyeballs on him. 

It wasn’t so simple in 2021. 

“We just don’t have the same amount of live viewings, crossover-wise, 

due to the OHL not playing, due to some players playing in Europe, due 

to travel restrictions,” Button said. “So we’re piecing together a bigger 

puzzle. Usually, we go into a draft with 50 or 60 guys that our main 

crossover guys have seen all of them six or eight or 10 times. And this 

year, we just don’t have that.” 

That means more video scouting, more of a deep dive into the data. 

In the case of the latest crop of draft-eligibles from the OHL, they’re 

leaning on their reports from prior to COVID-19. 

“Our motto this year was we’re just going to stay fluid, stay flexible and 

deal with whatever we have to deal with,” Treliving said. “All the credit 

goes to the scouts. They said, ‘We’re not going to burn too many calories 

on what we can’t control. We’re going to get out and see all the players 

that we can and we’re going to watch a lot of video and dig in on a lot of 

information.’ They did a real good job, and we’ll be prepared.” 

The Flames will pick at No. 12 in Friday’s first round. Among mock-

drafters, the most popular options at that slot seem to be a pair of 

sharpshooting forwards — Chaz Lucius of the U.S. National 

Development Team Program and Cole Sillinger, who starred in 2019-20 

for the Medicine Hat Tigers but opted to skate in the USHL this past 

winter because of the uncertainty about when (or whether) the WHL 

would return to action. 

Calgary also owns six selections during Saturday’s proceedings — No. 

45 (second round), Nos. 77 and 84 (third), No. 141 (fifth), No. 173 (sixth) 

and No. 205 (seventh). 

It’s a major boon if your scouts can find difference-makers on that second 

day of the draft. Years later, fans will scan the selection order on 

HockeyDB and wonder, ‘How was that guy still available?!’ 

“As I’m watching Tampa carry the Cup around the ice, I’m thinking, ‘Oh, 

that guy was a second-round pick, that guy was a third-round pick,’ ” 

Button said of the back-to-back champs from Tampa Bay. “That happens 

every year, right? But I think when you look back on this one … As much 

as you try, as much as you want to get things right, there’s the reality that 

could happen more in this draft, just because of the circumstances.” 

Indeed, there’s a little extra unpredictability in this latest instalment of the 

2021 NHL Draft. 

“There’s the excitement in knowing, yeah, we might know somebody 

better than another team does,” Button said. “But there’s also the reality 

that there might be somebody that we miss because we don’t know them 

as well as we would in a normal season.” 

ICE CHIPS: The Flames didn’t dip into their stash of 2021 NHL Draft 

selections in Thursday’s trade for defensive-minded forward Tyler Pitlick, 

who spent last season in Arizona but was scooped by the Seattle Kraken 

in the expansion draft. Pitlick, 29, cost a fourth-rounder in 2022. 
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Hurricanes to open the 2021-22 season with home game against 

Islanders 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 22, 2021 07:10 PM 

  

It’s back to Metropolitan Division and back to an 82-game regular season 

— hopefully — for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The NHL announced the 2021-22 schedule Thursday night during 

ESPN’s “SportsCenter.” The Canes will open the regular season at home 

on Thursday, Oct. 14, against the New York Islanders — the same day 

the N.C. State Fair opens. 

There will be no long homestand for the Canes this season. There will be 

four sets of four home games, the first from Oct. 25-31. 

The Canes were knocked out of the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs by the 

Tampa Bay Lightning, which then made it back-to-back Cup titles. The 

two teams will face off three times this season — playing in Tampa on 

Nov. 9 and March 29, and the Canes hosting the Lightning once on 

March 22. 

The Canes will make a November trip to Seattle to face the Kraken, the 

NHL’s newly minted team. After the Nov. 24 game, the Kraken, who will 

be in the Pacific Division, will come to PNC Arena for the first time on 

March 6. 

The schedule will have a prolonged break in February. The NHL All-Star 

Weekend will be held Feb. 4-5 in Las Vegas, followed by an Olympic 

break from Feb. 7-22. 

Talk about time off. The Canes will play Jan. 30 against San Jose at PNC 

Arena. Their next game after the All-Star/Olympics break: Feb. 25 

against Columbus at PNC Arena. 

The NHL, with continuing concerns about the pandemic, played a 56-

game regular-season schedule in 2020-22. The Canes were placed in 

the new Central Division and claimed the divisional title, their first since 

2006, in finishing with a 36-12-8 record and 80 points. 

But it’s back to the Metro. It’s back to playing the Washington Capitals, 

Pittsburgh Penguins and others in the division. It’s also back to lining up 

games against every team in the league after being confined to playing 

only divisional opponents last season. 

While coaches and players appeared to enjoy one facet of the 2020-21 

schedule, playing several two-game sets against teams on the road, that 

will not be continued. 

The Canes, however, will play 14 sets of traditional back-to-back games 

— the first set Oct. 28-29 against Boston and Chicago at PNC Arena. 

If the Canes are contending for a playoff spot late in the season, the 

schedule might not be favorable. Carolina plays four the last five games 

— and six of the last eight — on the road, ending the regular season in 

Pittsburgh on April 29. 

The Canes earlier announced a four-game preseason schedule, playing 

two games each against the Lightning and Nashville Predators. 
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Hurricanes’ goalie trade speaks loudly: Team thinks it can do better in 

net than Ned 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JULY 22, 2021 04:05 PM 

  

The confusing part about Alex Nedeljkovic’s sudden departure isn’t that 

the Carolina Hurricanes ended up trading him — an uncertain arbitration 

was always hanging out there like a dark cloud on the horizon — but that 

he ended up signing a new contract elsewhere that seems like it would 

have made a bunch of sense here. 

There’s an abruptness to this that makes it all the more jarring. Fans 

were just getting to know Nedeljkovic, still celebrating his season ... and 

now he’s wearing a different red-and-white uniform. 

It’s never easy to see a fan favorite traded, especially when it’s a 

homegrown goalie who finally seemed to figure things out and ended up 

an unlikely Calder Trophy finalist at age 25. But that cuts both ways, and 

Nedeljkovic’s track record and untimely playoff gaffes clearly pushed 

hard on the other side of the ledger. 

Unable to agree on a new contract with Nedeljkovic, and unwilling to risk 

paying out a lottery ticket in arbitration — the Hurricanes were burned 

two summers ago by another goalie with a short resume when Anton 

Forsberg was awarded a one-way contract, a waste of $775,000 on a 

minor-league goalie — the Hurricanes traded Nedeljkovic to the Detroit 

Red Wings on Wednesday for a third-round pick and the rights to 

unrestricted free agent goalie Jonathan Bernier. 

That part actually makes sense. If you think Nedeljkovic’s year was at 

least partially a fluke, as the Hurricanes clearly do, their actions speaking 

louder than any words here, then you essentially got something for next 

to nothing. After all, the Hurricanes were willing to lose Nedeljkovic for 

absolutely nothing when they put him on waivers in January. There’s 

some history here that weighs heavy on both sides, and perhaps not as 

much loyalty in either direction as there might otherwise be. Perhaps. 

But to see Nedeljkovic turn around and sign with the Red Wings for two 

years at $3 million per year, that’s a contract that even under these 

extenuating circumstances seems like it would have made a lot of sense 

here, a gamble worth taking on Nedeljkovic’s future even given his past. 

That part is harder to process. 

Still, it’s not a case of being cheap, as the Hurricanes are often 

portrayed. It’s entirely a value judgment. It’s not that the Hurricanes aren’t 

going to spend the money. They’re going to spend millions on goalies 

either way. They just would rather spend it on two goalies who aren’t 

Nedeljkovic, which again feels a bit jarring after watching him blossom 

this season. 

Only time will tell on that, whether the Hurricanes sold high on a flash in 

the pan or let a potential No. 1 or No. 1A goalie walk. Not everything in 

hockey — or in sports — is immediately right or wrong. This is going to 

have to play out over a period of years, and if there are better options out 

there, we’ll see in the upcoming days and weeks if the Hurricanes can 

land them. 

This trade was not made in a vacuum; it can only be viewed through the 

longer lens of the entire goaltending situation as a whole. 

Which also happens to be the single most crucial decision the Hurricanes 

will make this summer, dwarfing even the Dougie Hamilton situation in 

importance. The Hurricanes have a week to negotiate with Bernier if he’s 

truly of interest to them. Petr Mrazek is still out there, and he and the 

Hurricanes have danced with other partners before only to end up back 

together. 

Whether it’s two new faces or one in net, the Hurricanes’ perpetual 

search for answers in goal continues. Ned was an option. Now he’s not. 
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Carolina Hurricanes swap goalies with Detroit Red Wings in trade 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 22, 2021 01:55 PM 

  

The Carolina Hurricanes will have a new goaltending look next season. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, who stepped forward as a rookie last season and 

became a Calder Trophy finalist for the Canes, has been traded to the 

Detroit Red Wings, the team announced Thursday. Nedeljkovic has been 

given a two-year contract by the Wings that will pay him $3 million a 

season. 

In return, the Red Wings sent the rights to veteran goalie Jonathan 

Bernier and a third-round 2021 draft pick to the Hurricanes. 

Bernier is due to become an unrestricted free agent July 28 when NHL 

free agency begins. He carried a $3 million cap hit the past three 

seasons. 

Bernier, 32, was 9-11-1 with the Red Wings in the 2020-21 season, with 

a 2.99 goals-against average and .914 save percentage. A veteran of 

394 NHL games, he has a career record of 161-159-39, with a 2.77 GAA 

and .913 save percentage. 

Nedeljkovic, 25, went from the waiver wire to having a breakout season 

in 2020-21. He started 23 games, closed 15-5-3, with a 1.90 GAA and 

.932 save percentage. In addition to being one of three Calder Trophy 

finalists, he was named to the NHL All-Rookie team. 

Nedeljkovic, a second-round draft pick by Carolina in 2014, also played 

enough games to qualify as a restricted free agent. He has arbitration 

rights, assuring a sizable salary bump from the $750,000 salary he had in 

2020-21. 

Canes goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer also will become UFAs on 

July 28. 

The Hurricanes reached the Stanley Cup playoffs in 2018-19 with Mrazek 

and Curtis McElhinney sharing the net, then had Mrazek and Reimer in 

net during the 2019-20 season. Mrazek missed a big chunk of the 2020-

21 season after thumb surgery, allowing Nedeljkovic the opportunity to 

jump in net and build up starts. 

Bernier, who won a Stanley Cup in 2012 with the Los Angeles Kings, 

beat the Canes three times in the condensed 2020-21 season. The third 

win came on a 38-save performance April 12 in a 3-1 victory at PNC 

Arena in which he was named the game’s first star. 

Bernier had a career-high 50 saves on April 24 against the Dallas Stars, 

the first 50-save game for a Detroit goalie since Jimmy Howard in 

January 2010. 
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‘We aren’t trying to save money’: Why the Hurricanes traded Alex 

Nedeljkovic and what their new plan is in net 

 

By Sara Civian  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

The previously quiet Carolina Hurricanes made their first splash of the 

offseason less than an hour after the expansion-draft roster freeze was 

lifted Thursday, and it was a move that had many in the hockey world 

scratching their heads. 

The Canes sent homegrown Calder finalist Alex Nedeljkovic, a 25-year-

old restricted free agent and their one-time “goalie of the future,” to the 

Detroit Red Wings for the negotiating rights to 32-year-old unrestricted 

free agent goalie Jonathan Bernier and the 94th pick in this year’s draft. 

The Red Wings, a team in need of a future of their own in net, turned 

around and immediately signed Nedeljkovic for $3 million over two years. 

On the surface, it’s a head-scratcher. It seemed like Nedeljkovic had 

finally turned a corner for the team that drafted him in the second round 

in 2014, posting a league-best goals-against average (1.90) and save 

percentage (.932) after being placed on waivers early in the 2020-21 

season. 

So what’s behind the move? Three factors turned what looked like a no-

brainer re-signing into a farewell: 

1. Arbitration could have gotten weird 

Nedeljkovic was in a unique situation as a 25-year-old pending RFA 

goalie with only so many NHL games under his belt. The way he 

swooped in during Petr Mrazek’s injury and excelled had potentially 

earned him a big payday. He was arbitration-eligible and asking for a 

contract with a $3.5 million average annual value. That was already high 

from the Hurricanes’ perspective, and if they went to arbitration, there 

was some risk of the salary being set even higher. 

The lack of comparables to point to — goaltenders who had made it to 

the NHL on similar paths — made it hard to predict the outcome. 

“We tried to get a contract done with Ned, and we couldn’t get one done. 

The agent was playing very hard,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said in 

an exclusive interview with The Athletic on Thursday. “He’s got an 

arbitration case that (could have paid him) somewhere around $3, $4, $5 

million. 

“He could get something done in Detroit, and we just made a decision 

that we weren’t going to go to arbitration. We love Ned. He played well 

for us. But it’s hard to have that kind of money in a cap world. We made 

an organizational decision that we were going in a different direction.” 

But why couldn’t the Hurricanes have avoided arbitration by just paying 

the $3.5 million he was seeking? 

2. Committed to winning now 

While Nedeljkovic has tons of potential and is coming off a great season, 

the Canes weren’t ready to take a big-money chance on a player with a 

relatively small sample of success. 

Let’s remember that Nedeljkovic has only played 29 regular-season NHL 

games. Yes, he has a .928 save percentage over that span and was in 

the top five in goals saved above expectation this past season, but he 

also has a .904 save percentage across a concerning larger sample: 154 

games in the AHL. And in his only NHL season with more than one game 

played before 2020-21, he had an .887 save percentage and 3.05 GAA. 

I expect Nedeljkovic to enjoy a long NHL career, but these next two years 

are huge for the Canes in their Cup-contending window, and Waddell 

says the Hurricanes are going to spend but need to spend wisely. 

“You probably can’t have two goalies at $3.5 to $4 million. You gotta pay 

one, then one hopefully on the lesser side,” he said. “And here’s the 

thing: We aren’t trying to save money — we’re trying to save cap space. 

That’s the whole idea. 

“We’re fortunate to have (owner) Tom (Dundon), who is willing to go to 

the cap, but now we have to manage the cap and make the right 

decisions with the money we have.” 

Waddell also confirmed that the Hurricanes are still talking to UFA 

Dougie Hamilton and looking to potentially re-sign him. That and the 

need to re-sign RFA Andrei Svechnikov play a part in saving cap space 

where they can. 

And could Bernier be the answer for the cheaper No. 2 they’re looking 

for? 

“We’re going to talk to him, for sure,” Waddell said. “We’ll see where he’s 

at and take it from there. It’s an option.” 

3. But what about No. 1? 

You have every right to think, “I’ll believe it when I see it,” here, but 

Waddell told me the Hurricanes are actually looking to make a bigger 

splash in net. 

“I think we’re looking more toward the veteran side of things,” he said. 

“We’re in a win-now mode, and having a veteran goalie makes the most 

sense for our franchise right now. So hopefully that’s the direction we end 

up in.” 

Who might that mean they’re targeting? The Canes will obviously weigh 

their options with their own UFA Mrazek, and don’t rule out a trade 

acquisition. But the current UFA goalie market is interesting. Names like 

Antti Raanta, Frederik Andersen and Jaroslav Halak are all out there and 

could see Carolina as a good fit. 

“We’ve got some things going on, obviously, but at the end of the day, I 

think we’re a destination place,” Waddell said. “We’ve got a good 

defense and an open net. I think we’ve got a spot that’s pretty appealing 

to a lot of guys.” 
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NHL trade grades: Red Wings take a chance on Alex Nedeljkovic, 

Hurricanes get little in return 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille  

Jul 22, 2021   

 

Hurricanes get: goalie Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick in 2021. 

The Grades 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Goalies. Can’t live with ’em, can’t live without ’em. 

They are by far the hardest position to evaluate and that makes 

analyzing any deal including them tricky. Carolina knows this well and for 

a long time has struggled to get capable goaltending. That changed this 

year and it changed mostly because of Alex Nedeljkovic, the team’s 

playoff starter and league leader in save percentage. Prior to the season 

starting, he was available on waivers for free to anybody that wanted him 

and passed through. After just 23 games there are zero certainties 

between those two extremes. 

Perhaps that’s why Carolina didn’t want to pay up, but it’s hard to see this 

making sense for a goalie who ranked third in goals saved above 

expected this year behind only Marc-Andre Fleury and Connor 

Hellebuyck with 13. By GSVA, Nedeljkovic’s rating is exorbitantly high at 

2.5 wins per 50 starts – and that’s after a heavy dose of regression – 

which makes giving him up for a third and the rights to Jonathan Bernier 

very strange. I understand the trepidation given the uncertainty as there 

is still a real chance what we saw from Nedeljkovic was a fluke (or driven 

by the team in front of him in a way public models don’t see), but the 

asking price didn’t seem that high. Nedeljkovic has signed with the Red 

Wings for just $3 million per on a two-year deal which has high potential 

to be a bargain. 

For Detroit, the Red Wings have the cap space to take the risk on a guy 

who showed last year he has a very high ceiling. They have the cap 

space to take a chance on him continuing at that level and paid 

extremely little to make it happen. He’s a clear upgrade over Bernier if he 

can keep up his play and that makes Detroit a better team than it was 

yesterday, ready to start climbing out of the basement. With his age and 

what he’s shown, Nedeljkovic is a potentially strong starting goaltender, 

and that’s a slam dunk for the Red Wings. 

Hurricanes grade: C- 

Red Wings grade: A 

Sean Gentille: We’ll start with the half of the deal that makes obvious 

sense. The Red Wings needed a goalie. Not even a good one, 

necessarily, just someone who could be counted on to make actual 

starts. Last season, Bernier and Thomas Greiss split time. Both were 

competent. Both are also in their 30s and Bernier is about to hit free 

agency. That represents a short-term need, even for a rebuilding team. 

Nedeljkovic (25 years old, .932 save percentage) checks that box. He 

also, by virtue of the two-year, $3 million AAV deal he signed with the 

Red Wings shortly after the deal, carries the potential for more. Is the 

sample size huge? Nope. But there’s a chance Nedelkovic is an actual 

long-term answer for a team that isn’t particularly concerned about 

standings points in 2022. Throw in the low-risk cost and the fact that the 

organizational goalie pipeline is, as Max Bultman put it “highly uncertain,” 

and this looks good for Detroit. 

On the Carolina end … huh. Here’s where it makes some sense: Could 

Nedeljkovic, had he headed to arbitration, wound up with, say, a $5.5 

million award? That would’ve kneecapped some of Carolina’s offseason 

plans. Cap flexibility counts for something. Also, before his star turn in 

the spring, Nedeljkovic was a career .904 AHL goalie who’d just passed 

through waivers. They weren’t fully sold on him. That’s not unreasonable. 

Still, the deal Nedeljkovic immediately signed with the Red Wings is 

eminently reasonable — and he was a major reason the Hurricanes took 

a jump forward in 2021. Worrying about a $5.5 cap hit makes sense. 

Worrying about a $3 million hit, less so. That’s what Nedeljkovic wound 

up accepting from a terrible team he’s never played for. The path to an 

extension was clear. 

Beyond that — and this is the portion the fanbase seems primed to freak 

out about — one of the best teams in the Eastern Conference currently 

has no NHL goalies under contract. Bernier is a UFA. Petr Mrazek is as 

well. James Reimer, part of the rotation in Carolina in recent seasons? 

Yep, him too. And they just sent out a young, productive fan favorite over 

a couple million dollars per season. If the end result here is the Canes 

bringing back Mrazek (who has been quite good when healthy over the 

last three years) and doing work elsewhere (as we all glance in Dougie 

Hamilton’s direction), it’ll all come out in the wash. It’s far too early to 

assume that, though, and far easier to imagine the game of goalie 

musical chairs ending with the Hurricanes on their feet. 

Hurricanes grade: D+ 

Red Wings grade: A 
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Lawyer in negligence lawsuit against the Chicago Blackhawks says 

teammates ‘bullied’ the player after learning of his sexual assault 

allegations against Bradley Aldrich 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE  

JUL 22, 2021 AT 6:24 PM 

 

The attorney handling two negligence lawsuits against the Chicago 

Blackhawks told the Tribune that one of her clients, a Hawks player in 

2010, was bullied by teammates after he accused then-video coach 

Bradley Aldrich of sexually assaulting him. 

The latest allegation comes as part of an amendment to John Doe 1’s 

lawsuit that attorney Susan E. Loggans filed Thursday afternoon with 

Cook County Circuit Court as a response to the Hawks’ motion to dismiss 

the case. 

“It occurred on the ice where some fellow players bullied him because 

they heard that Aldrich made advances at him and they heard about what 

happened and made inappropriate bullying comments to him of a sexual 

nature,” Loggans said. 

The amendment expounded on the player’s claim that he was bullied by 

teammates in the years that followed his alleged encounter with Aldrich. 

According to the filing, the player was “subjected to humiliating trash 

talking by his teammates during scrimmages where coaches were 

present” and “repeatedly” was called gay slurs and “other similar 

harassing statements.” 

The five counts each seek damages “in excess of $50,000” (a clerical 

limit in Cook County), add up to a minimum of $250,000, but any actual 

damages awarded in a trial could be much more. 

The amendment also laid out in greater detail what allegedly happened 

between the Hawks player and Aldrich during an overnight stay at 

Aldrich’s apartment around May 2010. 

According to the document, in late April or early May Aldrich sent 

“harassing text messages” to the player “promising (John Doe 1) 

coaching advice” and the invitation to “go over game clips” if he came to 

Aldrich’s apartment for dinner. 

When the player went to the apartment, Aldrich allegedly “turned on 

pornography and began to masturbate” in front of him, the amendment 

states. 

“Plaintiff, John Doe, attempted to leave Aldrich’s apartment, but Aldrich 

blocked the only exit from the apartment, grabbed a souvenir Cubs bat 

from his wall and physically threatened the plaintiff with the small bat,” 

according to the amendment. 

Aldrich allegedly was “brandishing the bat” and “verbally threatened 

Plaintiff by stating that Aldrich would ruin Plaintiff financially and destroy 

Plaintiff’s career if Plaintiff did not engage in nonconsensual activity” with 

Aldrich. 

The allegations against Aldrich in the amendment include “masturbating 

in front of Plaintiff, forcibly touching Plaintiff, and other lewd and 

lascivious conduct, until Aldrich ejaculated on Plaintiff while Plaintiff was 

paralyzed with fear.” 

The amended complaint goes on to allege that Aldrich sent “harassing 

texts” to John Doe 1 after the encounter, “asking Plaintiff to come over to 

his apartment.” 

Stan Bowman, Hawks president of hockey operations and general 

manager, said earlier Thursday that he would cooperate with an internal 

investigation conducted by Jenner and Block, the legal team the Hawks 

hired last month. But Bowman declined to comment on the specifics of 

the review or the events of 2010, citing the pending lawsuits. 

Loggans filed a similar amendment in the John Doe 2 lawsuit that was 

brought by a former Houghton (Mich.) High School hockey player whom 

Aldrich was convicted of sexually assaulting in March 2013. 

The Hawks filed a motion to dismiss that case as well. 

At issue is whether the Hawks were obligated to alert Chicago police or 

anyone else after team executives learned of the allegations at a meeting 

that then-skills coach Paul Vincent said occurred in May 2010 in San 

Jose, Calif., where the Hawks clinched the Western Conference finals 

against the Sharks. 

The Hawks went on to win the Stanley Cup the next month, the first 

championship of three in a six-year period. 

In the John Doe 1 case, the team’s attorneys argue that the former player 

didn’t exhaust the legal remedies available through the Illinois Human 

Rights Act or Illinois Worker’s Compensation Act as mandated by state 

law and that the suit wasn’t filed before the statute of limitations ran out. 

In the John Doe 2 case, the team’s attorneys argue the Hawks didn’t 

legally “owe a duty” to warn potential future employers of Aldrich, such as 

Houghton High School or Miami University in Ohio, where he was 

accused of assaulting “a non-student adult” and a student in separate off-

campus incidents in 2012, the university confirmed through public 

records requests. Neither person pursued charges. 

The Houghton High School player was assaulted by Aldrich the next 

year. 

Loggans contends that had the team acted on the initial complaints by 

two Hawks players — that Aldrich allegedly assaulted them during an 

overnight stay at his apartment in May 2010 — then the events at Miami 

and Houghton might not have occurred, and thus the Hawks should be 

held financially liable. 

“One of their top management coaches thought they should call the 

police and the organization refused to do that,” Loggans told the Tribune. 

“Had they done that, two things would’ve happened: First of all, John Doe 

1 wouldn’t have been harassed on the ice in the future, as he was — he 

was bullied as a result of the common knowledge about what happened 

with Aldrich. 

“And No. 2, John Doe 2 would never have been molested. Had there 

been a police investigation like Paul Vincent wanted, then all of these 

downstream places would’ve been on notice about what happened. … 

So their failure to call for a police investigation set the snowball rolling 

down the hill that caused all the rest of this to occur.” 
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Chicago Blackhawks’ Stan Bowman says he’ll cooperate with 

investigation into sexual assault allegations: ‘I do not condone or tolerate 

harassment or assault of any type’ 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE | 

JUL 22, 2021 AT 2:45 PM 

 

Stan Bowman, the Chicago Blackhawks president of hockey operations 

and general manager, said Thursday he will “fully cooperate” with an 

independent investigation into players’ 2010 sexual assault allegations 

against former video coach Bradley Aldrich, but wouldn’t comment on 

whether the findings would be made public. 

Addressing reporters as part of a pre-NHL draft media session, Bowman 

said: “I do not condone or tolerate harassment or assault of any type. As 

you know, the Blackhawks have engaged an outside legal firm to conduct 

an independent review of these allegations, and we need to give the 

experts the necessary time and the latitude to do their job well.” 

Last month, the Hawks hired Chicago-based law firm Jenner and Block 

to conduct the review. 

“The review itself is something that I do plan to participate in and I’m 

going to give it my full cooperation,” Bowman said. “As far as where it 

goes, that’s not something that I can comment on. But I do know that we 

have some experts that we brought in, from my understanding, these are 

well-respected people in the legal community and I intend to fully 

cooperate with them.” 

Former skills coach Paul Vincent previously said team executives met 

with him in May 2010 to discuss allegations that Aldrich sexually 

assaulted two Hawks players while they stayed overnight at his 

apartment. Vincent said he recommended contacting Chicago police, but 

management said they would handle it. 

The next month the Hawks won the Stanley Cup. 

Bowman was asked Thursday if this May meeting occurred and what he 

remembered about it, but he declined to answer. 

“That’s something that’s part of the investigation. It really wouldn’t be 

right for me to be commenting on that right now,” he said. 

Bowman also declined to discuss details about what transpired in 2010 

relating to Aldrich, citing the two pending lawsuits. 

One of those suits was brought by one of the former Hawks players who 

has said he was assaulted by Aldrich. The other was filed by a former 

Houghton (Mich.) High School hockey player whom Aldrich was 

convicted of sexually assaulting in March 2013. Aldrich pleaded guilty, 

served nine months in jail and received five years probation, and 

registered as a sex offender. 

The suits accuse the Hawks of negligence in their handling of the initial 

complaints against Aldrich, which led to no formal reports with Chicago 

police. The team’s attorneys have filed motions to dismiss both cases. 

Bowman said: “I’m eager to speak about this in more detail in the future, 

but for now I have to respect the pending litigation and the independent 

review that’s underway. I’m not going to be able to make comments at 

this time, we have to let the process play itself out.” 

Florida Panthers coach Joel Quenneville, who led the Hawks to the Cup 

victory in 2010, also offered to participate in the review. 

“I first learned of these allegations through the media earlier this 

summer,” Quenneville said in a team statement this month. “I have 

contacted the Blackhawks organization to let them know I will support 

and participate in the independent review. Out of respect for all those 

involved, I won’t comment further while this matter is before the courts.” 

In late June, Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin said 

he was “not aware” of any allegations when he was Hawks director of 

player personnel in 2010. 

Bowman acknowledged coverage of the lawsuits and the underlying 

details from 2010 have loomed over the organization as they prepare for 

Friday’s NHL draft and next week’s start of free agency. 

“There’s a lot going on, there’s no question about that,” he said. “But I 

have a job to do here and that’s to build our team as best I can, and 

that’s what I’m focused on. 

“My staff is fully engaged and we’re going to do our best to focus on 

improving our team, and whether that’s through the draft, trades or free 

agency.” 
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Amended lawsuits against Blackhawks give new details about Bradley 

Aldrich’s alleged sexual assault 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Jul 22, 2021, 6:24pm CDT 

 

Disturbing new details about former Blackhawks video coach Bradley 

Aldrich’s alleged sexual assault of an anonymous former Hawks player in 

May 2010 have come to light. 

Amended versions of two lawsuits against the Hawks were filed 

Thursday and obtained by the Sun-Times. The first amended lawsuit 

claims Aldrich forced the Hawks player, identified as “John Doe 1,” to 

have nonconsensual sex — a specification that was previously unclear. 

The lawsuit alleges Aldrich invited Doe 1 to his apartment “under the 

premise that Aldrich would go over game clips” with him. Upon Doe 1’s 

arrival, however, Aldrich allegedly turned on pornography and began to 

masturbate in front of Doe 1. 

When Doe 1 tried to leave the apartment, Aldrich allegedly “blocked the 

only exit” and “physically threatened” Doe 1 with a souvenir Cubs 

baseball bat, telling him he would “never play in the NHL . . . if [he] did not 

engage in nonconsensual sexual activity with Aldrich at that time,” 

according to the lawsuit. 

With Doe 1 left “paralyzed in fear,” Aldrich then allegedly “exposed 

himself” to him, “forcibly touch[ed]” him, performed other “lewd and 

lascivious” acts and finally “ejaculated on” him, according to the lawsuit. 

Hawks skills coach James Gary later convinced Doe 1 he was 

responsible for the incident, according to the lawsuit, even as Aldrich 

allegedly continued to “send harassing texts” to Doe 1 asking him to 

“come over.” 

Another skills coach, Paul Vincent, allegedly told a group of Hawks 

executives — including then-president John McDonough and current 

general manager Stan Bowman — about the incident on May 17, 2010, 

but the executive group allegedly refused to notify police. The Hawks 

claimed in a motion to dismiss earlier this month that they had no 

“statutory duty” to report the incident because Doe 1 was not a minor, not 

disabled and not in a care facility. 

Bowman spoke publicly Thursday for the first time since the original 

lawsuits were filed, but before the amended lawsuits were filed. 

Bowman said he does “not condone or tolerate harassment or assault of 

any type” but won’t talk extensively about the allegations until an 

investigation currently being conducted by Chicago law firm Jenner & 

Block into the matter concludes. 

“We need to give the experts [investigating this] the necessary time and 

the latitude to do their job well,” he said. “I am eager to speak about this 

in more detail in the future, but for now I have to respect the pending 

litigation and the independent review that’s underway. I’m not going to be 

able to make any comments about that at this time. We have to let the 

process play itself out.” 

Bowman said he will give the investigation his “full cooperation” but 

dodged the subject of whether the investigation’s findings will be made 

public, a clarification the Hawks and NHL have repeatedly avoided 

providing over the past month. 

Other upper-level executives and coaches who were employed by the 

Hawks in 2010 but now work for other teams — including Panthers coach 

Joel Quenneville, Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff and Canadiens GM Marc 

Bergevin — have denied knowledge of Aldrich’s alleged assault but said 

they will participate in the investigation. 

Also filed Thursday was a response to the Hawks’ motion to dismiss the 

Doe 1 lawsuit and an amended version of the second lawsuit filed by 

“John Doe 2” — the 16-year-old Michigan high school student whom 

Aldrich confessed to sexually assaulting in 2013. 

The Doe 1 motion-to-dismiss response argues that Doe 1’s claims are 

not preempted by other legal resolution methods, as the Hawks had 

argued, and that the statute of limitations has not expired because a 

“question of fact exists as to when [Doe 1] was injured — at the time of 

the assault or at the time [in July 2019 when] he realized the source of 

his misery.” 

The primary change in the amended Doe 2 lawsuit is a new allegation 

that the Hawks provided a “positive review and/or employment 

verification” of Aldrich specifically to Houghton High School, where Doe 2 

was a student and Aldrich worked as a volunteer coach. That’s intended 

to refute the Hawks’ motion to dismiss that case, which called the lack of 

allegation of a reference specifically to Houghton High a “fatal omission.” 

The Hawks did not respond to a request for comment after Thursday’s 

new filings. 

The amended Doe 1 lawsuit provides further context about what 

happened before and after the alleged May 2010 incident in addition to 

the new info about the incident itself. 

Beforehand, in April and May 2010, Aldrich “repeatedly invited young 

interns” working for the Hawks “to his private apartment” to “watch 

various sporting events,” according to the lawsuit. Hawks management 

and coaches were allegedly “aware of this behavior and believed it to be 

quite unusual,” but did nothing about it. 

Afterward, Aldrich left the Hawks after the 2010 Stanley Cup 

championship parade, as previously reported. He briefly worked in 2012 

as an assistant coach at Miami (Ohio) University, and two allegations of 

Aldrich forcing unwanted sexual contact there have also surfaced this 

summer; the university is conducting an investigation into his tenure 

there. 

Meanwhile, Doe 1 was allegedly subject to homophobic and “humiliating 

trash talking” relating to the incident for years at hockey practices and 

scrimmages at which Hawks-employed coaches were present, according 

to the lawsuit. 

The team “permitted its players to repeatedly harass [Doe 1]” by calling 

him slur words and asking if he wanted to engage in oral sex, according 

to the lawsuit. 

 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1217871 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Blackhawks 2021-22 schedule released: season starts Oct. 13, home 

opener Oct. 19 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Jul 22, 2021, 5:34pm CDT 

 

The Blackhawks’ 2021-22 regular-season schedule was released 

Thursday. 

The Hawks will play a full 82-game slate, with 41 home games at the 

United Center and at least one home and away game against every other 

NHL team, in a refreshing return to normalcy. 

The season begins Oct. 13 on the road against the Avalanche, the start 

of a three-game road trip that includes visits to the Devils and Penguins. 

The Hawks then begin a four-game homestand, starting with the Oct. 19 

home opener against the Islanders. 

The schedule includes a break from Feb. 3-24 for the All-Star Weekend 

and Winter Olympics, but NHL Olympic participation is not yet certain. A 

second version of the schedule without an Olympic break was also 

distributed to teams Thursday but not made public, Hawks general 

manager Stan Bowman said. 

As a result of the February break, the regular season will run longer than 

usual: through the end of April. The Hawks’ home finale will be April 27 

against the Golden Knights; their season finale will be April 29 at the 

Sabres. 

The Hawks will face the expansion Kraken for the first time Nov. 17 in 

Seattle and host them for the first time April 7. 

Rivalry home games include Oct. 24 against the Red Wings and Nov. 26 

and Feb. 27 against the Blues. 

Holiday dates include hosting the Stars on Dec. 23 and visiting the 

Predators on Jan. 1. 

The Coyotes will join the Central Division this season because of the 

Kraken’s addition to the Pacific Division. 

The Hawks will face every Central team four times except for the Stars 

and Jets (three meetings each), every Pacific team three times and every 

Atlantic and Metropolitan team twice. 

The Hawks also will play a six-game preseason slate from Sept. 29 to 

Oct. 9. 
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Blackhawks’ Stan Bowman on sexual assault investigation: ‘We have to 

let the process play itself out’ 

 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST   

Jul 22, 2021, 1:55pm CDT 

 

Blackhawks general manager Stan Bowman broke his silence but gave 

little new concrete information about the team’s sexual assault cover-up 

investigation in a press conference Thursday. 

“I do not condone or tolerate harassment or assault of any type,” 

Bowman said. “[But] we need to give the experts [investigating this] the 

necessary time and the latitude to do their job well. 

“I am eager to speak about this in more detail in the future, but for now I 

have to respect the pending litigation and the independent review that’s 

underway. I’m not going to be able to make any comments about that at 

this time. We have to let the process play itself out.” 

Since June 28, Chicago law firm Jenner & Block has been investigating 

allegations that former video coach Bradley Aldrich sexually assaulted 

two Hawks players during the 2010 playoffs, that management at the 

time — including Bowman — refused to report the incident to police and 

that the Hawks positively recommended Aldrich to future employers, 

allowing him to assault a 16-year-old Michigan high school student three 

years later. 

The two lawsuits against the Hawks in Cook County Circuit Court 

regarding those incidents have not had any new updates since the 

Hawks filed motions to dismiss weeks ago. 

Bowman said he will participate in Jenner & Block’s investigation but 

dodged the subject of whether the investigation’s results will be made 

public, a clarification the Hawks and NHL have repeatedly avoided 

providing over the past month. 

“I’m going to give it my full cooperation,” he said. “As far as where it 

goes, that’s not something that I can comment on. But I do know that we 

have some experts that we brought in. From my understanding, these 

are well-respected people in the legal community.” 

Former coach Joel Quenneville has also said he will cooperate in the 

investigation but denied he knew about the allegations until this year. 

Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, who was a Hawks assistant GM in 2010, 

said in a Thursday statement he had “no knowledge of any allegations 

involving Mr. Aldrich.” 

Bowman declined comment in response to a question if an alleged May 

2010 meeting in which former skills coach Paul Vincent told Bowman, 

then-president John McDonough and other Hawks executives about 

Aldrich’s actions occurred. 

Bowman insisted the situation isn’t affecting his day-to-day job, even with 

his future Hawks employment seemingly resting on the results of the 

investigation and lawsuits. 

“There’s a lot going on,” he said. “There’s no question about that. But I 

have a job to do here, and that is to build our team as best I can.” 

Alex Nylander, after missing all of last season recovering from knee 

surgery, is already 100% healthy and will be at training camp in 

September. 

“He’s training and preparing like normal,” Bowman said. “He’ll be ready.” 

But Jonathan Toews — despite explaining in June that he missed last 

season while suffering from an obscure condition called Chronic Immune 

Response Syndrome — is a different story. 

Bowman said he and Toews had a meeting Tuesday and see each other 

daily when Toews comes into Fifth Third Arena to train. But there’s no 

definitive info on whether or not Toews will be ready for camp. 

“It was good just to catch up on things and learn what he’s been 

through,” Bowman said. “We don’t know, and Johnny doesn’t know, how 

he’s going to feel. None of us have a crystal ball to know how he’ll feel in 

September... We’ll just take that as it comes, though. We don’t have to 

put any pressure on him being ready for a certain date.” 

The expansion draft outcome keeps getting better and better for the 

Hawks. 

Not only did they lose a meaningless player in John Quenneville — a 

minor-league forward who “didn’t really impact us at all,” Bowman said — 

but the Kraken’s picks from other teams also opened new trade options 

for the Hawks. 

“Some teams did lose a player maybe they didn’t want to or weren’t 

expecting to [lose], and they’re having to shift their focus,” Bowman said. 

“So we’re getting some phone calls on the inbound side, [with teams] 

trying to check around to see if they can find a match for a player they 

lost.” 

With the entry draft occurring Friday and Saturday and unrestricted free 

agency starting next Wednesday, Bowman is entering the busiest time 

on his calendar. 

After moving Duncan Keith’s contract, the Hawks have a sizable $10.4 

million in salary cap space right now (per CapFriendly), and they could 

double that if need be by placing Brent Seabrook and/or Andrew Shaw’s 

contracts on long-term injured reserve. 

“[The Keith trade] put us in position here, leading into free agency, where 

we’re going to be able to pursue some players if it works out,” Bowman 

said. “We also are having some trade conversations.” 

Bowman briefly mentioned the possibility of movement among the 

forward and goaltender groups, but the defensive side seems like his 

biggest focus. The rumor mill continues to churn regarding the Hawks’ 

pursuits of Seth Jones and Dougie Hamilton, and Bowman didn’t exactly 

shoot those rumors down Thursday. 

“If you have a chance to acquire a No. 1 defenseman, you have to look 

into it, whether it’s through free agency or through trade,” he said. “There 

aren’t 32 No. 1 defensemen in the league. I was looking at this 

yesterday. There’s probably 10 to 15, maybe...so it’s a very small supply 

of those and they don’t come available too often. If they do, you have to 

investigate: could it work?” 
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Bowman pumps brakes a bit on Toews' return to Chicago Blackhawks 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 7/22/2021 2:40 PM 

 

Will Jonathan Toews be able to return to the Blackhawks next season? 

And if so, how effective will he be after dealing with a medical issue that 

left him drained and lethargic for long periods of time? 

Those are questions we don't have answers to yet, but GM Stan 

Bowman was encouraged after sitting down with Toews and coach 

Jeremy Colliton in Chicago a few days ago. 

"It was great to see him in person," Bowman said during a Zoom call with 

reporters Thursday. "It was good just to catch up on things and learn 

what he's been through. For me, that's the big thing is focus on Jonathan 

getting back to feeling great. When the time is right and he's able to join 

our team, we're certainly going to welcome him back." 

Toews' only public comments have come in a two-minute video and a 

conversation with the Athletic's Mark Lazerus. In the video Toews said he 

was suffering from "chronic immune response syndrome." In Lazerus' 

story, Toews says he is likely a COVID "long-hauler." 

No doctor has come out and publicly verified either diagnosis, and it is 

unclear whether Toews ever tested positive for COVID-19 or if he has 

received the vaccine.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Bowman said Toews has been "in contact regularly" with the Hawks' 

medical staff, but Bowman wouldn't get into the specifics of Toews' 

treatment. 

Toews told Lazerus that he "absolutely" plans to be on the ice for 

Opening Night. Bowman, however, was more cautious. 

"None of us have a crystal ball to know how he's going to feel in 

September," Bowman said. "I mean he's here training and he's working 

through getting back to where he can play for us. ... 

"I don't think we have to put any pressure on him being ready for a 

certain date. We'll just see where it goes." 

Kudos to Keith: 

Stan Bowman concluded his 5½-minute opening statement with reporters 

Thursday by thanking Duncan Keith for his contributions to the 

Blackhawks over the years. Bowman traded Keith to the Oilers for 

defenseman Caleb Jones and a third-round pick after Keith's camp came 

to the Hawks and asked to be moved to a team that is closer to his son, 

Colton. 

"It was hard in one sense because he's been a fixture on our team for so 

many years," Bowman said. "I don't know if he ever got the right amount 

of credit for the role he played on these great teams we had in the past, 

but I wanted to do right by Dunc and find him a place to allow him to be 

closer to Colton."                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Feeling a draft: 

The Blackhawks own the 11th overall pick in the first round of the NHL 

draft, which begins at 7 p.m. Friday and will be televised on ESPN2. 

Rounds 2-7 are Saturday. 

This is a strong draft for goalies at the top, with Sweden's Jesper 

Wallstedt and Alberta's Sebastian Cossa expected to go in the first 

round. The 6-foot-3, 215-pound Wallstedt could be the first netminder to 

go in the top 10 since Carey Price was selected by Montreal at No. 5 

overall in 2005. (Although Nashville did take Iaroslav Askarov at No. 11 

last year). 

While the Hawks selected Drew Commesso at No. 46 in 2020 and signed 

Swede Arvid Soderblom in May, they still might grab Wallstedt or the 6-6, 

210-pound Cossa if possible. 

"We're aware for what we have for depth in the organization," said Mark 

Kelley, the Hawks VP of amateur scouting. "But our job at the draft table 

is really to get the best available player -- the player we think can impact 

the Blackhawks the most. And if it's a goaltender, we go in that direction." 

The top two picks are expected to be defenseman Owen Power and 

center Matthew Beniers. Power scored 23 goals in two seasons for the 

Chicago Steel then played in 26 games for Michigan. 

Buffalo, Seattle, Anaheim, New Jersey and Columbus own the draft's first 

five picks. 
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Bowman says he's taking sexual assault investigation against 

Blackhawks seriously 

 

John Dietz 

Follow @johndietzdh  

Updated 7/22/2021 5:55 PM 

 

Not surprisingly, Blackhawks GM and president of hockey operations 

Stan Bowman didn't answer any direct questions Thursday about the two 

pending lawsuits against the organization involving former assistant 

coach Bradley Aldrich. 

Bowman spent the first 5½ minutes of the 30-minute Q&A with an 

opening statement about the allegations, then gave his thoughts on the 

possible return of Jonathan Toews and the trade of Duncan Keith to the 

Oilers. 

Bowman said the Hawks take "these allegations very seriously" and 

continued by saying: "It's important for me to say off the top that I do not 

condone or tolerate harassment or assault of any type. The Blackhawks 

have engaged an outside legal firm to conduct an independent review of 

these allegations. And we need to give the experts the necessary time 

and the latitude to do their job well. 

"I understand that many of you will have questions on this topic and there 

will be time to answer those questions. I'm eager to speak about this in 

more detail in the future, but for now I have to respect the pending 

litigation and the independent review that's under way." 

Bowman intends to fully cooperate in the investigation, but didn't give his 

opinion on whether or not he believes the findings should be made 

public. 

One of the lawsuits, brought about by an unidentified Hawks player, is 

seeking more than $150,000 in damages for Aldrich sexually assaulting 

him and another player in 2010.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

A new, amended lawsuit was filed Thursday, which included more 

disturbing allegations against Aldrich. Among them, the suit alleges that 

in or around May 2010: 

• The plaintiff attempted to leave Aldrich's apartment but was blocked. 

Aldrich then grabbed a Cubs bat from the wall and threatened the plaintiff 

with the "small bat." 

• While brandishing the bat, Aldrich threatened the plaintiff by saying he 

would never play in the NHL again and that he would ruin the plaintiff 

financially if he did not "engage in nonconsensual sexual activity with 

Aldrich at that time." 

The suit also alleges that the plaintiff was harassed during Blackhawks 

practices, with players calling him a homophobic slur and asking if 

couldn't focus because he wanted to perform sexual acts.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

According to an earlier report by TSN, skills coach Paul Vincent told 

then-team president and CEO John McDonough, Bowman, vice 

president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac and mental-skills coach 

James Gray about the incident. Vincent wanted to go to the police, but 

the request was not granted. 

Asked what was said at that meeting, Bowman said: "That's something 

that's part of the investigation. It wouldn't be right for me to be 

commenting on that right now." 

After leaving the Hawks, Aldrich was convicted in Michigan of fourth-

degree criminal sexual involving a high school student in 2013. He was 

sentenced to nine months in prison and five years of probation. A suit 

filed May 26 by the former student whom Aldrich was convicted of 

assaulting alleges that inaction by the Hawks enabled Aldrich to go on 

and assault him. 

The next week will be an extremely busy one for the Hawks. The NHL 

draft is Friday (round 1) and Saturday (rounds 2-7) and free agency 

opens July 28. 

It's fair to wonder if the investigation is making it difficult for Bowman to 

do his job, but the longtime GM said it's business as usual. 

"I have a job to do here and that's to build our team as best I can," 

Bowman said. "That's what I'm focused on. We have a team approach 

here. The staff is fully engaged and we'll do our best to focus on 

improving our team. ... We're hard at work." 

The Hawks have the 11th overall selection and two second-round picks 

(Nos. 44 and 62). They have five more selections, although none are in 

the third round. 
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Bowman addresses 2010 allegations against Brad Aldrich 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Blackhawks President/GM Stan Bowman held his annual pre-NHL Draft 

media availability on Thursday and addressed the sexual assault 

allegations against former video coach Brad Aldrich from the 2010 

Stanley Cup run. 

"I wanted to start things off by talking about the allegations against the 

Blackhawks and the two pending lawsuits," Bowman said. "I'm going to 

start by saying that the Blackhawks organization takes these allegations 

very seriously. It's important for me to say off the top that I do not 

condone or tolerate harassment or assault of any type. 

"As you know, the Blackhawks have engaged an outside legal term to 

conduct an independent review of these allegations and we need to give 

the experts the necessary time and the latitude to do their job well. I 

understand that many of you will have questions on this topic, and there 

will be time to answer those questions. I am eager to speak about this in 

more detail in the future. But for now, I have to respect the pending 

litigation and the independent review that's underway. I'm not going to be 

able to make any comments about that at this time. We have to let the 

process play itself out." 

It remains unclear whether the independent review by the firm Jenner & 

Block will be made public or private, but Bowman acknowledged he will 

cooperate in the investigation. 

"The review itself is something that I do plan to participate in and I'm 

going to give it my full cooperation," Bowman said. "As far as where it 

goes, that's not something that I can comment on. But I do know that we 

have some experts that we brought in — from my understanding these 

are well-respected people in the legal community, and I intend to fully 

cooperate with them." 

With the expansion draft in the rearview mirror and the NHL Draft and 

free agency on the horizon, Bowman's attention right now is on improving 

the roster and letting the independent review sort itself out in due time. 

"There's a lot going on," Bowman said. "There's no question about that. 

But I have a job to do here, and that is to build our team as best I can, 

and that's what I'm focused on. We have a team approach here. My staff 

is fully engaged, and we're going to do our best to focus on improving our 

team, whether that's in the draft or through trades or through free agency. 

We're hard at work. We dedicate our time to this, and that's what we're 

focused on." 
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Hawks notebook: NHL Draft, offseason plans, Toews update 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Seattle Kraken expansion draft is in the rearview mirror and the 

Blackhawks came away from it unscathed after losing pending 

unrestricted free-agent forward John Quenneville, who spent all of last 

season with the Rockford IceHogs of the American Hockey League. 

Now, the attention is fully on the NHL Draft and free agency, the former 

of which begins Friday and the latter of which opens on Wednesday.  

Blackhawks President/GM Stan Bowman and Vice President of Amateur 

Scouting Mark Kelley met with the media on Thursday to discuss the 

coming days ahead. Here are some of the highlights from it: 

Offseason plans 

The Blackhawks have significant cap space available after trading 

Duncan Keith ($5.538 million cap hit) to the Edmonton Oilers, to go along 

with the fact Brent Seabrook ($6.875 million) and Andrew Shaw ($3.9 

million) are likely to be placed on long-term injured reserve at some point. 

Bowman intends on using it, but he plans to be strategic on the when and 

how part. 

"We do have some options, which is great," Bowman said. "In the past, I 

feel like we've been in a different situation relative to the salary cap so 

that maybe we didn't have as many avenues that we could pursue. I think 

right now we do have the ability, if we want to. That's not going to 

preclude us from doing anything. We have some flexibility. 

"That was a big part of the Duncan Keith trade. We certainly wanted to 

put him in a position that was going to work for him, but the benefit for us 

was we were able to get a young defenseman in Caleb Jones that we 

think has a lot of upside. He's kind of just coming into his own. And on 

top of that, we cleared up some cap space, we got another draft pick for 

next year. I think that trade really served a couple different purposes for 

us, and it put us in position here leading into free agency where we're 

going to be able to pursue some players if it works out." 

A goaltender at No. 12? 

The last time two goaltenders were taken in the first round of the NHL 

Draft was 2012, when Andrei Vasilevskiy was taken at No. 19 overall and 

Malcolm Subban was selected at No. 24 overall. That drought is almost 

certainly going to end this year. 

Sebastian Cossa and Jesper Wallstedt are the two clear-cut top 

goaltenders in this draft class, and they're a slam-dunk to be taken in the 

first round. Which one goes off the board first is an interesting debate, 

but the Blackhawks should absolutely consider taking one of them at No. 

12 overall. 

"When you’re talking about Wallstedt and Cossa, their body of work this 

year has separated them from the other goaltenders available in the 

draft," Kelley said. "Obviously, if you look at our board, we have one 

ahead of the other. I think if you polled 32 teams, it would be really 

interesting when we go back and we find out a little bit more to see where 

the teams had them, to see if it was 50-50 or if teams go in the same 

direction we’re going." 

Will Jonathan Toews be ready for Opening Night? 

Earlier this summer, the Blackhawks captain revealed on his social 

media that he missed the 2020-21 campaign with chronic immune 

response syndrome. He's back in Chicago and training for the upcoming 

season, and the goal is to be ready for the season opener. 

When asked, Bowman did not confirm nor deny whether Toews would be 

100 percent for the first game of the season. 

"The truth is, we don’t know and Jonny doesn’t know how he’s going to 

feel," Bowman said. "None of us have a crystal ball to know how he’ll feel 

in September. He’s here training, he’s working through getting back to 

where he can play for us. We’ll just take that as it comes, though. We 

don’t have to put any pressure on him being ready for a certain date. 

We’ll see how it goes." 

Alex Nylander update 

And lastly, Bowman confirmed that Nylander is on track to be ready for 

training camp in September after missing all of last season with a knee 

injury. In fact, Nylander is already good to go right now. 

"Alex is going to [be] 100 percent — he is now, he’s ready to go — so [he 

will be] by training camp," Bowman said. "He’s training and preparing like 

normal. He’ll be ready." 
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Blackhawks lose Quenneville to Seattle in expansion draft 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Seattle Kraken plucked forward John Quenneville from the 

Blackhawks in Wednesday's expansion draft.  

There was no side deal made between the Blackhawks and Kraken, 

which means notable exposed players like Ryan Carpenter, Adam 

Gaudette, Calvin de Haan and Nikita Zadorov will stay put in Chicago. 

Quenneville, 25, registered two points (one goal, one assist) in 16 games 

for the Rockford IceHogs of the American Hockey League last season. 

He appeared in nine games with the Blackhawks during the 2019-20 

campaign. 

Quenneville, who's a pending unrestricted free agent, is coming off a two-

year contract that carries a $750,000 cap hit. He was acquired by the 

Blackhawks from the New Jersey Devils in June of 2019 in exchange for 

forward John Hayden. 

It's a bit surprising the Kraken went off the board with their Chicago pick 

but makes more sense when you factor in the fact they loaded up on 

defensemen such as Vince Dunn, Mark Giordano and Adam Larsson, 

and kept their cap hit as close to the minimum as possible. Seattle wants 

to have financial flexibility and it has exactly that going into free agency. 
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How Seth Jones might (or might not) be traded from the Blue Jackets to 

the Blackhawks 

 

By Scott Powers and Aaron Portzline  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

The Chicago Blackhawks have known for a few years now that they 

could use a new No. 1 defenseman. 

Whether they’d actually go seeking one was in question. There was their 

salary-cap situation to consider. And, of course, there was Duncan Keith, 

their longtime No. 1 defenseman. 

But with Keith recently traded to the Edmonton Oilers and the 

Blackhawks having his cap hit and other cap space at their disposal, it 

seems a lot more realistic for them to pursue a top defenseman this 

summer. 

Multiple sources have indicated Columbus Blue Jackets defenseman 

Seth Jones is their No. 1 target. Could the Blackhawks and Blue Jackets 

work out a deal? What could that deal look like? The Athletic’s Aaron 

Portzline and Scott Powers discuss it. 

Scott Powers: Aaron, how are you? It’d be nice to see you and all The 

Athletic hockey writers in person again this upcoming season. Hopefully, 

this season is back to somewhat normal. So, it’s obvious the Blue 

Jackets and Blackhawks could be a match for a Jones trade. Where do 

you think GM Jarmo Kekalainen begins with an asking price from the 

Blackhawks? 

Aaron Portzline: Doing well, Scotty. Hope the same for you. It’ll be nice to 

see you again. I’m ready to be back in Chicago for a bit, too. Miss my old 

haunts. A couple of thoughts before we start throwing names around. 

The Blue Jackets are getting trade offers from some teams that want 

Jones for a short-term run at glory, but most teams want assurances 

from Jones and his agent, Pat Brisson, that they can sign him long-term. 

I believe the Blackhawks are in the long-term camp, and they know they 

can get him on a long-term deal if the term and money are correct. The 

Blue Jackets would clearly prefer this, too, because it almost certainly 

assures them a better return than if Jones were just a rental. Chicago 

doesn’t fancy itself a Cup contender next season, but the Blackhawks are 

on their way back up again. The Blue Jackets are telling teams they want 

players and prospects, not picks. They especially don’t want picks for this 

year’s draft. They already have three firsts Friday and nine picks overall. 

Would a 2022 first-round pick intrigue them? Perhaps. But we should first 

be talking players. It sounds like the mention of Kirby Dach and Alex 

DeBrincat might end our conversation, but if I’m Kekalainen, I’m setting 

the bar high and remaining patient. Already we’ve heard the Blue Jackets 

start in with the “we don’t have to trade him” mantra, which is a pretty 

good indication of what’s happening. 

Powers: The Blackhawks are definitely in the long-term camp. Jones 

would be seen as Keith’s successor. The Blackhawks did acquire Jones’ 

younger brother, Caleb, as part of that recent Oilers trade. I don’t think 

getting Caleb was entirely motivated by trading for and signing Seth to a 

long-term deal, but there had to be some thought to that. The 

Blackhawks also do have some familiarity in working with Brisson on 

long-term deals as he represents Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews’ 

contracts. 

So, let’s talk about the composition of a deal. The Blackhawks would 

likely give up their 2021 or 2022 first-rounder, but if the interest is in the 

latter, that would work for them. Trading Dach and DeBrincat is a 

nonstarter for the Blackhawks. They see those two players as their 

future. There are other young players they really like and would prefer 

not to give up, but I think they can be ultimately gotten. Dach and 

DeBrincat are a different story. I don’t know exactly what other teams 

would be offering for Jones. My assumption is the Blackhawks might not 

be able to match them in terms of knocking their socks off with one star 

player. Rather, it’s going to have to be about the quantity of players and 

the strength of the entire package for the Blackhawks. I think they can 

put together a package that would make sense for the Blue Jackets. 

Let’s start the package with the 2022 first-rounder. Would Nicolas 

Beaudin or Ian Mitchell, two of the Blackhawks’ better young defenseman 

prospects, interest the Jackets as part of that package? 

Lukas Reichel could be a player the Blackhawks and Blue Jackets 

discuss as part of the trade. (Penny DEL / City-Press) 

Portzline: If I’m Kekalainen, I have no interest in a “quantity of players” or 

an evaluation of an “entire package” in finding a fit. Four ‘B-C’ prospects 

don’t get me anywhere. I’d rather have one ‘A’ prospect and a ‘B’ than 

four ‘B-C’ prospects, which is why I think he’s wise to wait. You start the 

conversation by asking for Dach and DeBrincat — of course you do! — 

but I agree with you, Scott, that neither of those guys is going to happen. 

My starting point for the trade, then, is Lukas Reichel. I get that he’s a 

big-time prospect, but it might be easier for Chicago to part with a player 

who isn’t currently on its roster. I’d like one of those two diminutive 

defensemen, Beaudin or Mitchell, but not both of them. And I’d punt the 

first-round pick to the 2022 draft. No lottery protection. If you’re looking to 

get this deal done quickly — oh, hang on a second, Scott, I’ve got the 

Kings on Line 2 — you can include Philippe Kurashev and we’ll get this 

deal done today. So, Reichel, Kurashev, Beaudin/Mitchell and a 2022 

first-round pick. Are we getting somewhere? 

Powers: Hey, hey, hang up on the Kings. They don’t have anything you 

want. OK, you can have the non-lottery-protected 2022 first and, let’s 

say, Beaudin. The Blackhawks really think highly of Kurashev. Outside of 

Adam Boqvist and Dach, Kurashev was the youngest player to be in their 

lineup consistently last season. He can play center or wing. He’s creative 

and thinks through the game at a high level. I wrote about his unique 

hockey background this past season. He’s developed into one of their 

premier young players. Considering that, I’m not giving up him, Beaudin 

(a 2018 first-rounder), Reichel (a 2020 first-rounder) and the 2022 first-

rounder. Instead of Reichel, what about Dylan Strome? He’s averaged 

0.68 points per game in 156 games with the Blackhawks. He’s on an 

affordable contract with a $3 million cap hit and still just 24. Should I get 

the paperwork ready? 

Portzline: Nope. Not ready for the trade call yet. You’re getting a right-

side, right-shot defenseman who is one of the best all-around players in 

the league. He’s going to play 25-plus minutes per night, anchor the 

power play and the top penalty-kill unit. He’s going to be out to start 

three-on-three overtime, too, and will end more than his share of three-

on-threes with the winning goal. You’re getting a superstar athlete and 

person. Jones would be the Blue Jackets’ next captain if he weren’t 

moving on like this. That’s the package you’re getting. I asked around 

about Strome. I know the name but didn’t have a feel for his game. The 

scouting report from an NHL executive (not with the Blue Jackets): “He 

has second-line skill and hands, but heavy feet. He’s a center, but you 

have to accept his lack of pace … or that could move him to the wing.” I 

like Strome, and he’d be a first- or second-line player in Columbus 

immediately, but that’s not the point. This is a futures trade — hang on, 

I’ve got the Stars on Line 3 now — so we’re not really stressing about the 

2021-22 lineup. Kick this around and get back to me: Reichel, Kurashev, 

your pick of those two defensemen we have discussed (Mitchell or 

Beaudin) and a 2022 first, no lottery protection. 

Powers: Go deal with the Stars. You’ll be back here talking to me in no 

time. They don’t have what you want, either. Let’s also stop pretending 

you have all the cards. It’s obviously no secret that Jones doesn’t plan to 

re-sign in Columbus. You can wait this out and move him at the deadline, 

but there’s no way you get the same return as you do now. You’d also 

get more in your return by sending him to a team with which he wants to 

sign that extension. From what I’ve heard, there aren’t a lot of teams on 

that list. You know that, too. So, let’s return to the table and stop wasting 

each other’s time. I’ll buy you a nice dinner. 

So, Kurashev, Beaudin or Mitchell and the 2022 first, no lottery 

protection, plus what? I’m probably not giving you Reichel, just to be 

honest, but I’ll bolster the package to make you stop asking me about 

him. How about Strome and another pick? Or Pius Suter and another 

pick? What’s the cherry on top that gets this done for you? We’ll take 

Brian Hedger back in Chicago if that helps. The Hedger and Powers 

podcast was a thing of beauty in the early days of The Athletic. 

Portzline: I’d settle for beers at Mother Hubbard’s when we get this deal 

done. But I’m not feeling that great about things right now. I’m really in no 

hurry here, Scott. I know I’m going to trade Jones and be happy with the 

return, whenever that happens. There is no shortage of suitors. But you 

can’t be sure you’re going to get him, and you’ve got a big ol’ hole on the 

right side of your defense right now that few players can fill. Let’s try this: 

Reichel, Kurashev and a 2022 first, or Reichel, Beaudin, Mitchell and a 



2022 first. Essentially we’re valuing the two D on the same level as 

Kurashev. If we do the two forwards, we’re going to need to make other 

deals to acquire defensemen, but we can live with that if we’re getting 

two really good forwards prospects and the pick. We’re not touching your 

prized possessions of Dach and DeBrincat. Does this create any kind of 

movement? This is very close to one of your earlier offers. Speak now 

and Hedger will be halfway to Fort Wayne before sundown. Gotta go. 

The Avs are on Line 4. 

Powers: OK, I relent, let’s do Kurashev, Mitchell, Beaudin and the 2022 

first. I need a pick back, though. You get a 21-year-old forward in 

Kurashev who played 50-plus NHL games as a rookie, a 22-year-old 

defenseman in Mitchell who was on the top pairing at times last season, 

a 21-year-old defenseman in Beaudin who might be the best of the 

bunch in the end and the unprotected 2022 pick. That certainly depletes 

my farm system, but we think it’s worth it for Jones. What do you say, 

Porty? Are we going to Mother Hubbard’s? I’ll take you to one of my 

favorite places, Gideon Welles, for some food and drink, too. We’ll make 

a night of it. 

Portzline: Uh, I’m not down for Kurashev instead of Reichel in the deal. 

See previous offers. This smacks of your favorite word … chicanery. 

Powers: Haha, you got me. I was up to some chicanery. What a 

wonderful word. Unfortunately, I’m going to pull off some more trickery 

and vanish from this trade discussion. I know this is not how these 

fictional trade talks are supposed to go, and I might just be too hard-

headed to be an NHL GM, but I couldn’t see myself including Reichel in 

that package. I think he has a chance to be a really nice NHL player. I 

was surprised by what I saw of him on video last season. I think he’s 

perfect for Jeremy Colliton’s system, too. Anyway, I won’t do it. Call me 

when you change your mind about the trade. I think you will. Good day, 

sir. 
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Avalanche eying two DU freshmen with the No. 28 pick of the NHL draft 

 

By MIKE CHAMBERS | mchambers@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 

July 22, 2021 at 5:20 p.m. 

 

In what could be a historic NHL draft for the NCAA, two incoming 

University of Denver defensemen might still be on the board if the 

Avalanche maintains the 28th pick in the first round on Friday night. 

Defensemen Shai Buium and Sean Behrens are ranked No. 20 and No. 

24, respectively, among draft-eligible North American skaters.  When 

factoring in European skaters and all goalies, Buium and/or Behrens 

could slip to the Avalanche’s wheelhouse at No. 28. 

“That’d be nice. That would be unreal,” Buium said. “Cale Makar is my 

favorite player.” 

Buium said he and Behrens interviewed with the Avs separately in a 

recent video conference call. 

“There was a bunch of guys in the room,” Buium said. “I thought it went 

well. I liked that they said they liked my game and I can be a player in the 

NHL.” 

In a mock draft at NHL.com, two writers projected Buium and Behrens 

going No. 26 to the Minnesota Wild, respectively. Wade Klippenstein, 

who is Colorado’s new director of amateur scouting, said that the Avs will  

select the best player available, regardless of position. 

Many of the top picks Friday are bound to be current or incoming college 

players. The NCAA could have the No. 1 pick (likely Michigan 

defenseman Owen Power) for just the fourth time, have NCAA players go 

1-2 for just the second time, and have five NCAA players or recruits 

selected among the top 10 for the first time. 

The Avs know Buium and Behrens well because Klippenstein is close 

friends with DU assistant coaches Tavis MacMillan and Dallas Ferguson. 

Klippenstein played college hockey at Alaska Fairbanks in the early 

1990s with MacMillan and Ferguson, and the trio coached the Nannooks 

together from 2004 to 2007, with MacMillan as head coach. 

“It’s neat how it’s coming back together here with me working with the 

Avs and those guys being at DU,” Klippenstein said.  “Two great hockey 

minds that I lean on quite a bit sometimes, and vice versa.” 

Buium and Behrens are both 18, born within five days of each other in 

March 2003. 

Buium, 6-foot-3 and 210 pounds, is a San Diego native who played the 

past two seasons with the Sioux City Musketeers of the United States 

(junior) Hockey League. 

Behrens, 5-10, 177, is from Barrington, Ill., and played the last two years 

in Ann Arbor, Mich., for the U.S. National Development Team’s 17-under 

and 18U teams. He was an alternate captain for Team USA at the 2021 

18-under World Championship in Frisco, Texas in May. 

The Avalanche has only drafted three DU players since 1995 — forward 

J.D. Corbin of Littleton in 2004, forward Paul Stastny in 2005 and 

defenseman Will Butcher in 2013. Only Stastny went on to play for the 

Avs. 

New Avalanche scouting director ready for challenging NHL draft: “With 

mystery comes opportunity” 

DU will likely have a third incoming freshman drafted this weekend, plus 

another coming in the fall of 2022. Forward Carter Mazur, 19, is ranked 

67th among North American skaters and will be a Pioneer this coming 

season. He’s from Jackson, Mich., and played the last two seasons for 

the USHL’s Tri-City Storm. Finnish forward Samu Salminen, 18, who has 

committed to DU for the start of the 2022-23 season, is Central 

Scouting’s 12th-ranked European forward. 

Buium, Beherns and Mazur will watch and possibly participate in the 

virtual draft from a hotel in Plymouth, Mich., where they each will skate in 

the U.S. World Junior Showcase that begins Saturday. Salminen, who 

plays in a 20-under league in his homeland, will remain in Finland. 

DU already has eight drafted players on its roster and plans to have 11 

by Saturday after rounds 2-7. 

“We’re obviously excited about the group,” DU head coach David Carle 

said of his 2021-22 team. 

 

Denver Post: LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1217880 Colorado Avalanche 

 

Avalanche 2021-22 NHL schedule: 82-game regular season dates 

announced 

 

By THE DENVER POST | newsroom@denverpost.com 

PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 4:47 p.m. | UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 

5:44 p.m. 

 

The Avalanche’s 2021-22 NHL regular-season schedule was released 

Thursday. 

Colorado, which will return to the Central Division and play a traditional 

82-game season, will open its season at home at Ball Arena against the 

Blackhawks on Oct. 13. The Avs will then host the Blues on Oct. 16 

before beginning a three-game trip that ends Oct. 23 at Tampa Bay, the 

two-time defending Stanley Cup champion. 

Colorado’s first game against the expansion Kraken is Nov. 19 at Seattle, 

two days after beginning the trip in Vancouver. The Avs’ eastern Canada 

trip begins Dec. 1 at Toronto and goes through Montreal on Dec. 2 and 

Ottawa on Dec. 4 before returning to the U.S. for games at Philadelphia 

and the New York Rangers Dec. 6 and 8, respectively. 

The NHL has no games scheduled from Feb. 2-24 — reserved for the 

All-Star Game and to possibly send players to the Winter Olympics. 

Colorado is scheduled for its busiest December ever (16 games) and will 

match its busiest in January (16) and April (14). The Avs’ regular-season 

finale is April 29 at Minnesota. 
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Oft-injured Avalanche forward Matt Calvert officially retires; team re-signs 

forward Kiefer Sherwood 

 

By MIKE CHAMBERS | mchambers@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 

PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 11:12 a.m. | UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 

3:25 p.m. 

 

Avalanche depth forward Matt Calvert, a pending unrestricted free agent, 

announced his retirement Thursday following a three-year run in 

Colorado. 

Calvert, 31, played just 18 games last season because of multiple 

injuries, including lingering concussion-related problems. He was on the 

injured list to end the Avs’ past three seasons, each coming late in the 

second round of the playoffs. 

Later Thursday, the Avs announced they have re-signed depth forward 

Kiefer Sherwood, who saw action in 16 NHL games (three assists) last 

season. Sherwood had 16 points (10 goals) in 10 games with the AHL’s 

Colorado Eagles. 

New Avalanche scouting director ready for challenging NHL draft: “With 

mystery comes opportunity” 

Calvert’s statement via the NHL Players Association: 

“I’ve been lucky enough to play the game I love since I was five years 

old. I never played to make it to the NHL. I played to compete. I played 

for my teammates. I played for the fans. I played for my family. I played 

because I loved to battle, and I played to win. I dreamt of becoming an 

accountant when I was 18 years old and three years later, I was playing 

in the NHL. My favourite parts of the ride were the locker room and the 

fans. It wasn’t the same without the fans cheering us on this last year. 

We feed off of them. The fans make the game special. It was an absolute 

honour to wear the Columbus Blue Jackets and Colorado Avalanche 

jerseys throughout my career. I would bleed for those organizations any 

day. Thank you to the best parents in the world. You sacrificed 

everything to give me the opportunity to play in the National Hockey 

League. You mean the world to me and I wouldn’t have played a game 

without you. Thank you to my brothers for pushing me to be the best I 

could be. Thank you to my beautiful wife Courtney, and my boys Kasey 

and Beau for being my biggest fans. Thank you to my extended family for 

all the support. Thank you to every coach and GM that pushed me to be 

my best. Thank you to the Wagons. Thank you to all the special people I 

met along the way. What an amazing journey. I feel like the luckiest 

person in the world to have had this opportunity. I look forward to skating 

on the outdoor rinks with my boys in retirement. I love you all!” 

Calvert played 566 games over 11 NHL seasons, the first eight with 

Columbus. He signed a three-year contract with the Avs on July 1, 2018, 

and played a full 82-game regular season in 2018-19. He was limited to 

50-of-70 games in 2019-20 and 18-of-56 last season. 
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Avalanche release 2021-22 regular-season schedule, host Chicago on 

Oct. 13 

 

By Aarif Deen 

July 22, 2021 

 

The NHL has announced the release of its 2021-22 schedule, which will 

return to a traditional 82-game regular season. 

The Avalanche will host the Chicago Blackhawks at Ball Arena for their 

season opener on Oct. 13. 

With the Seattle Kraken expansion, the NHL will have four divisions of 

eight teams, meaning the Arizona Coyotes will join the Central Division. 

The Avs will play 26 games against Central Division foes. They face the 

Chicago Blackhawks, Minnesota Wild, Nashville Predators, Winnipeg 

Jets and Arizona four teams, each. And the Dallas Stars and St. Louis 

Blues three times. 

Listen to “The Landeskog Marriage” on Spreaker. 

Colorado will also play 32 games against the Pacific Division, facing each 

team three times. And 32 games against the Eastern Conference, a total 

of two games against each of the 16 teams. 

The schedule also has a break in February for both the All-Star Game 

and the 2022 Olympics. If the NHL is unable to come to terms with the 

International Olympic Committee on Olympic participation, then an 

altered schedule will be released at a later time. 

The Avs will also have 11 back-to-back sets and conclude their regular 

season on April 29. 
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Matt Calvert announces retirement after 11 NHL seasons, three with the 

Avalanche 

 

By Aarif Deen  

July 22, 2021 

 

One of the biggest achievements an NHL player can reach is retiring on 

his own terms. And while injuries have taken that away from him, 

Avalanche forward Matt Calvert is walking away from the NHL with a 

great amount of pride. 

Calvert, 31, announced his retirement from the NHL after 11 seasons on 

Thursday, the last three of which were spent with the Avs. His career was 

cut short because of career-ending head injuries. 

“I’ve been lucky enough to play the game I love since I was five years 

old,” Calvert said in a statement. “I never played to make it to the NHL. I 

played to compete. I played for my teammates. I played for the fans. I 

played for my family. I played because I loved to battle, and I played to 

win.” 

Calvert was a fan favorite during his time in Colorado. He signed a three-

year deal as an unrestricted free agent in 2018 after eight seasons with 

the Columbus Blue Jackets, who had drafted him in 2008 in the fifth 

round. 

“It was an absolute honour to wear the Columbus Blue Jackets and 

Colorado Avalanche jerseys throughout my career,” Calvert added. “I 

would bleed for those organizations any day.” 

Calvert scored 95 goals and recorded 203 points in 566 career games. 

During the COVID-shortened 2021 season, he appeared in just 18 

games with the Avs and recorded three assists. He spent a majority of 

the latter part of the year trying to make one final return for the 

Avalanche’s playoff run but suffered multiple setbacks along the way. 

In 2019-20, Calvert was in the midst of a career year before COVID shut 

down the remainder of the regular season. He had 25 points — one shy 

of his career-high the year prior, also with the Avs — in just 50 games. 

The 0.5 points per game average were far and away the best of his 

career. 

“My favourite parts of the ride were the locker room and the fans,” Calvert 

said. “It wasn’t the same without the fans cheering us on this last year. 

We feed off of them. The fans make the game special.” 

Listen to “The Landeskog Marriage” on Spreaker. 

Calvert suffered a concussion during the Avalanche’s 2019 playoff run 

after an open-ice hit by Sharks defenseman Brent Burns late in a game 

caused him to miss time. He was a crucial part of Colorado’s surprise run 

and his presence was missed when the Avs were eliminated in Game 7 

at San Jose without Calvert able to play. 

He also ran into injury troubles in 2020, causing him to once again miss 

the series-ending Game 7 loss against Dallas. 

His valiant attempt at returning in 2021 saw Calvert sporting a larger 

tinted visor in an attempt to help mitigate the bright lights that trigger his 

post concussions symptoms. But it only lasted a handful of games. 

Calvert was a pending unrestricted free agent after the Avs were 

eliminated by Vegas in June. 

“What an amazing journey,” Calvert said. “I feel like the luckiest person in 

the world to have had this opportunity.” 
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Colorado Avalanche release 2021-22 schedule: Back to the old days 

 

Published 8 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Adrian Dater  

 

We saw a lot of games crammed into a short schedule last season, and 

it’s kind of the same thing for the Colorado Avalanche in 2021-22, as the 

team’s regular-season schedule was released just now. It’s a tough 

schedule, travel-wise. A three-week Olympic break in February can be 

blamed for some of it. 

The Avs figure to be a very tired team at times. Yeah, most guys will 

enjoy that three-week break in February, but not the top players. First off, 

here’s the full schedule and team release: 

The Avalanche will return to the Central Division in 2021-22 after 

competing in the Honda West Division for the shortened 2020-21 

campaign.  With the expansion Seattle Kraken beginning play this year 

and joining the Pacific Division, the Central will now have eight teams 

with the addition of the Arizona Coyotes. 

The Avs will play 26 games against their division foes, meeting Arizona, 

Chicago, Minnesota, Nashville and Winnipeg four times each (two 

home/away) and Dallas (one home/two away) and St. Louis (two 

home/one away) three times apiece.  Colorado will play 24 games 

versus the Pacific Division (three times against each opponent) and 32 

against teams from the Eastern Conference (one home/away). 

Colorado will face Chicago on Opening Night for the third time since 

relocating to Denver (also 2003-04 and 2010-11).  The Avs will begin 

their season at home for the fourth straight year and sixth time in the last 

seven campaigns. 

The 2021-22 schedule includes a break in February for the NHL All-Star 

Game and 2022 Winter Olympics (note: no final agreement or decision 

has been made regarding Olympic participation).  The Avalanche’s 

longest homestand is four contests from April 13-18 while its longest road 

trip is five games from Dec. 1-8.  Colorado will play 11 back-to-back 

sets. 

Colorado will have its busiest December ever (16 games) and will match 

its busiest January (16 games, 2003-04) and April (14 contests, 2012-

13).  Colorado will end the regular season on April 29 in Minnesota. 

Single-game tickets for the preseason and regular season go on sale this 

Saturday, July 24, at 10:00 a.m.  Full Season Memberships and Partial 

Deposits are on sale now by calling the Avalanche Sales Office at 

303.4AVS.NHL. 
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Gone too soon: Classy Matt Calvert retires 

 

Published 12 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Adrian Dater  

 

It was tough to see the official announcement from the National Hockey 

League Players Association today, that Matt Calvert has decided to retire 

after 566 games – 150 of them with the Colorado Avalanche. 

Calvert was one of the best-liked players ever to come through the Avs 

dressing room – by both his teammates and the media and team staff. 

He always had a welcoming seat next to his locker to talk about the 

game or anything else, really. He was a very good player for the Avs 

when he was healthy. That, of course, was the problem. 

Concussion issues bedeviled Calvert, but it wasn’t because of 

concussion issues that forced his retirement. Calvert recently underwent 

a pretty serious back surgery. Back problems are what sidelined him at 

the end of his final season with the Avs. 

When Matt Calvert signed a three-year free-agent contract with the Avs 

in 2018, things went swimmingly at first. He played in all 82 games for 

the Avs in 2018-19, scoring 11 goals and 26 points and part of an Avs 

team that got back into the playoffs for the first time in five years. But 

that’s when the concussion problems started. He missed two games in a 

series with the San Jose Sharks, including Game 7 at the Shark Tank. 

That really hurt the Avs. 

Calvert was a great glue guy, especially in the playoffs. But the great 

misfortune of his time here was that he was hurt in all three playoff 

“seasons” he was a part of with the Avs. There were the concussion 

issues in 2019, then, in the bubble in Edmonton in 2020, he played in the 

first round against Arizona but mysteriously left the ice after warmups 

prior to Game 1 against Dallas and never played again in the series. His 

absence really hurt against that Dallas team too. 

This season, Calvert wasn’t able to play at all in the postseason. 

We just have to wish Calvert happiness and good health from here 

onward. I wouldn’t at all be surprised if he stays in the game somehow, 

either as a coach or maybe even in media, as an analyst. He’s articulate 

and really knows the game, so he’d be real good in either capacity. 

Best wishes, Calvy. 
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Dater’s Daily: NHL trade freeze lifts, Hall stays with Bruins, NHL 

schedule out today 

 

Published 20 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Adrian Dater  

 

Good Thursday to you all. Just dropped my 17-year-old, 6-foot-7 son at 

the airport for a trip back east to visit his grandparents. The kid will see 

his first Red Sox game ever next week, and he’s pretty excited about 

that. For him, showing excitement is moving his upper lip a little. Let’s do 

that hockey, though, starting with some NHL trade freeze talk: 

The freeze lifts at 11 a.m. mountain today. Saddle up, kids, it could be a 

busy day. Hey, it could be for the Avs too, though I think the main focus 

of the team remains trying to sign their unsigned guys. I have NOT been 

told of any talks breaking off between the team and Landeskog or 

Grubauer. I don’t think much has gone on between the Avs and Brandon 

Saad, but maybe that will change now that the Avs have more money to 

spend after losing more than $7 million of payroll in the last few days, 

with the departures of Joonas Donskoi and Ryan Graves. 

I thought the Kraken getting Jamie Oleksiak from Dallas was a great 

signing. He’s big and plays with a mean streak. 

Who would the Avs trade to the Sabres for a Jack Eichel? I would 

imagine it would have to start with a Bo Byram. Or, maybe Sam Girard. 

With the loss of Donskoi, I expect Sampo Ranta to get quite a chance as 

a middle six right winger at training camp. 

Mark Giordano, former Norris Trophy winner, was claimed by the Kraken, 

but is he really headed to the New York Rangers now? (NY Post) 
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Blue Jackets will host Arizona Coyotes to open 2021-22 season 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Next season is right around the corner.  

It's late July, the NHL draft starts Friday, free agency happens next week 

and the Blue Jackets’ 2021-22 schedule came out Thursday night. The 

21st season in franchise history — an 82-game slate covering 197 days 

— will begin with a pair of home games in mid-October. The season-

opener is Oct. 14 against the Arizona Coyotes followed by the expansion 

Seattle Kraken’s inaugural visit to Nationwide Arena on Oct. 16 – a 

Thursday/Saturday combination.  

It’s home friendly start for the Blue Jackets, who will play five of their first 

six games in Columbus. Following a trip Oct. 19 to Detroit, they will return 

for games Oct. 21-25 at Nationwide Arena against the New York 

Islanders, Carolina Hurricanes and Dallas Stars.  

The uniforms of the Coyotes, Kraken and Islanders should be a welcome 

sight for the Blue Jackets, who played just seven other teams last season 

during a shortened 56-game campaign governed by strict COVID-19 

protocols that included geographically realigned divisions. The new 

schedule is a return the NHL’s normal 82-game slate and a return to the 

Eastern Conference for the Jackets, who will go back to competing in the 

Metropolitan Division.   

It will also be a return to a schedule pitting all 32 teams against each 

other at least once in each market, including the Blue Jackets starting a 

five-game road trip Dec. 11 in their inaugural visit to Seattle to play the 

Kraken.   

That trip is also notable for the location of the finale Dec. 20 in Buffalo. 

The first four games will be played in Seattle, Vancouver, Edmonton and 

Calgary, sending the Blue Jackets on a roundtrip journey that will canvas 

almost 6,000 miles and two nations.  

A more Columbus friendly portion of the schedule arrives with the holiday 

season, when the Jackets will sandwich home games around 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. They’ll also be home to ring in 2022 with a 

Jan. 1 matchup against the Hurricanes, a change to prior years when 

Nationwide Arena hosted New Year’s Eve contests.  

The longest homestand on the schedule ties a franchise record for 

length, covering seven games starting Feb. 27 with a rivalry matchup 

against the Pittsburgh Penguins. It concludes Mar. 13 against the Vegas 

Golden Knights that’s roughly four months after Jackets’ Nov. 20 visit to 

Las Vegas as part of a three-game trip.   

The Blue Jackets have 16 back-to-back sets scheduled, and there’s also 

a quirk with the placement of seven home-and-home sets against the 

same opponent — three of those in a row (six games total) Mar. 29 to 

April 7 against the Islanders, Boston Bruins and Philadelphia Flyers.  

Only three games are scheduled for February, which has a pause Feb. 7-

22 for the Beijing Olympics. The pause was negotiated as part of the 

league’s bargaining agreement with the NHL Players’ Association, but 

negotiations on whether to send NHL players remain unresolved. Should 

an agreement be reached, the regular season will resume Feb. 23. If no 

agreement is reached, a revised schedule will be released that attempts 

to mirror original dates and opponents.  

Prior to the Olympic pause, the league will stop for the NHL All-Star 

festivities Feb 4-5 in Las Vegas.  
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Blue Jackets hope pile of 2021 NHL draft picks nets future wave of 

impact talent 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Heading into the 2021 NHL raft Friday, the Blue Jackets have a stockpile 

of picks that could yield the next generation for the team's core group in 

charge of establishing a winning foundation for the club.  

That’s the plan anyway.  

After finishing last in their division and exchanging stalwarts Nick Foligno 

and David Savard for first-round selections, general manager Jarmo 

Kekalainen and his scouting staff are ready to assemble a fresh wave of 

talent within the Columbus pipeline — beginning with three picks Friday 

(fifth overall, 24th and 31st).  

The caveat, of course, is that it might take some time for this new wave 

to reach shore.  

“It’s not a sprint, it’s a marathon,” Kekalainen said Thursday. “So, 

whoever we think is going to have the best career and help us that way 

the most is going to be the pick. It’s not going to be who’s going to help 

us next year or the year after.”  

All speculation: Blue Jackets trade scenarios could go right down to the 

wire 

As for trade scenarios?  

Kekalainen said those could go right down to the wire, but did pour some 

cold water on the prospect of Columbus moving out of the fifth overall 

spot. He expects the Jackets to stay right where they’re positioned and 

pick from their master list of “best available” talent.  

Positional needs at center and defense could override the "best 

available" philosophy, but won't become the sole deciding factor. 

“It’s best player available and since we have three (in the first round), we 

could address some needs if there’s a tie and we've already taken, let’s 

say, two forwards in the first two picks,” said Kekalainen, who has three 

first-round selections for the second time in Columbus and third time in 

his NHL management career. “We can go into another (positional) 

column just to address the depth chart needs.”  

At this point, it's all speculation mixed with projections.  

Will one of their first-round picks become the next Zach Werenski, Seth 

Jones or Jack Roslovic? Will one of their later picks Saturday become 

another Matt Calvert, who went from a 2008 fifth-rounder for Columbus to 

playing the first eight of his 11 NHL seasons with the Blue Jackets before 

announcing his retirement Thursday?    

It’s possible.  

“It’s our Stanley Cup ... and more picks (is) better for us,” said Ville Siren, 

the Blue Jackets’ head of amateur scouting. “Hopefully we can make the 

best out of it.”  
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NHL draft profile: Who is William Eklund? 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Editor's note: This is eight in a nine-part a series of profiles analyzing 

potential draft prospects for the Blue Jackets. Columbus holds three first-

round picks: No. 5, No. 24 and No. 31 overall.  

Part 1: Owen Power 

Part 2: Matty Beniers 

Part 3: Luke Hughes 

Part 4: Brandt Clarke 

Part 5: Kent Johnson 

Part 6: Dylan Guenther 

Part 7: Simon Edvinsson 

Today: William Eklund 

One of the largest talents in the 2021 NHL draft class is packaged inside 

one of the smallest gift boxes.  

William Eklund stands just a sliver under 5-foot-10, officially 5-9 ¾ on 

NHL Central Scouting’s list of international skaters, but the Swedish 

forward was placed atop that list for a reason. He offers an enticing 

combination of skills that could result in his name being called early in the 

first round Friday, possibly even first overall by the Buffalo Sabres.  

Eklund, who’s drawn comparisons to former Detroit Red Wings legend 

Pavel Datsyuk, is one of this draft’s most elite skill players and should 

provide a big talent boost to whichever team lands him.  

Here’s what to know about Eklund, a cat-quick puck magician, who is a 

scoring threat on every shift. :  

Position: Forward  

Height/weight: 5-10, 172   

Shoots: Left  

Birthdate: Oct. 12, 2002  

Hometown: Haninge, Sweden  

Teams: Djurgarden (SHL); Sweden (international) 

2020-21 point totals: 11 goals, 12 assists, 23 points in 40 games (SHL) 1 

goal, 1 assists, 2 points in four games (international) 

Asplund Arena is a tiny, cramped little barn located about 13 miles 

outside Stockholm in Eklund’s hometown of Haninge.  

Its walls are filled with dents and black marks left by errant pucks. The 

crossbars on its two nets are nearly black from all the rubber Eklund has 

left on them during marksmanship contests against his father, Christian, 

and younger brother, Victor.  

There is one window, protected by a layer of cracked plastic. One of its 

entry doors is protected by a thin layer of sheet metal, and there’s barely 

enough room inside to breathe, let alone deke or stickhandle a puck.  

Also, it’s not an arena at all.   

It’s an “arena” with “ice” made of plastic, and it used to be a single-car 

garage before Eklund and his dad, a retired professional forward who 

logged 17 years in European leagues, transformed it into a practice pad.  

“We worked on that together, actually,” said Eklund, who has already 

played two seasons for Djurgarden's top team in the Swedish Hockey 

League. “I practice shooting there every day, in my garage.”  

Opposing goaltenders might suggest a little more time in the yard this 

summer or, perhaps, working on his jump shots in the family’s brick 

driveway. Judging from a YouTube video, Eklund and his father could 

stand to improve there.  

But shooting pucks is the focus for Eklund, whether he’s inside “Asplund 

Arena” or skating through workouts down the road in Stockholm at the 

Djurgarden practice facility.  

“I've worked on my shot a lot in the summers, staying in the garage and 

on ice too,” said Eklund, who contributed 23 points (11 goals, 12 assists) 

in 40 games for Djurgarden last season. “I have to improve my shooting. 

I have to get my shot faster and just bury (more) in tight areas. I also 

have to have better top speed, so those are two things I need to really 

improve.”  

They’re already pretty good.  

Eklund’s point total this past season was the most among draft-eligible 

SHL players and he showed marked improvement in creating scoring 

chances. There are few wasted steps or strides in Eklund’s skating, 

regardless of zone or situation. His aggressiveness has become one of 

his strongest tools.  

Eklund isn’t afraid to take pucks hard toward the net to either set up 

teammates for open shots or create a look for himself, and that requires 

a level of bravery that’s not exactly common in forwards of his stature.  

“I think I improved my game around the net and how to be able to stay 

there for a long time,” Eklund said. “I scored some goals this year 

(where) I just was in the right spot. That’s one thing I improved during this 

last year, to be in the right spots to score goals.”  

Also, playing more assertive.  

“In the first year, it was just (about) seeing the professionals and how 

they work,” said Eklund, who had a 0-2-2 scoring line in 20 games as an 

SHL rookie in 2019-20. “Coming (up) from the junior team, you just want 

to see how every (pro) player acts and try to learn from them, but also 

fight for my spot. This year is more (about) seeing those players and 

what they do good, but also taking a place on the roster and trying to 

beat those guys, also.”  

Playing left wing on a forward line centered by Alexander Holtz didn’t 

hurt.   

Holtz, 19, is a longtime friend of Eklund’s and was drafted seventh overall 

last season by the New Jersey Devils. Rather than starting his NHL 

career right away, Holtz returned to Djurgarden for a season of 

development in 2020-21 and finished with a 7-11-18 scoring line. He also 

made his North American debut with a goal and two assists for the 

Binghamton Devils in 10 American Hockey League games.  

“He’s a childhood friend,” Eklund said of Holtz, who could become his 

NHL teammate, too, if he’s selected by the Devils fourth overall. “I’ve 

known him for a long time. Playing with Alex is a dream. I’ve seen a lot of 

players that come back to Sweden to play one more year to develop, and 

I think that's a good thing … I think it’s good for your development.”  

Eklund plans to do it, too, but is keeping his options flexible.  

“If an NHL team wants to give me a chance next season, obviously that’s 

a dream for me,” said Eklund, who was coached at both the junior and 

pro levels with Djurgarden by Jorgen Bemstrom, father of Blue Jackets 

forward Emil Bemstrom. “If they want me to be over there, then I’m 

obviously going to go ‘all in’ for it, but we’re going to have a conversation 

after the draft, I’m sure, and come up with something. It would be a 

dream, though, to play in the NHL next year.”  

Until he gains more clarity, Asplund Arena will suffice.  

Eklund will keep practicing the moves of his favorite NHLers there, in his 

transformed garage, copycatting the likes of Nicklas Backstrom, Mathew 

Barzal and, of course, Datsyuk, whose patented shot between the legs is 

still being perfected.  

“Working on it,” Eklund said, laughing. “I've been watching his videos on 

YouTube. I’m getting there.”  

One puck mark at a time.  
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How Seth Jones might (or might not) be traded from the Blue Jackets to 

the Blackhawks 

 

By Scott Powers and Aaron Portzline 

Jul 22, 2021  

  

The Chicago Blackhawks have known for a few years now that they 

could use a new No. 1 defenseman. 

Whether they’d actually go seeking one was in question. There was their 

salary-cap situation to consider. And, of course, there was Duncan Keith, 

their longtime No. 1 defenseman. 

But with Keith recently traded to the Edmonton Oilers and the 

Blackhawks having his cap hit and other cap space at their disposal, it 

seems a lot more realistic for them to pursue a top defenseman this 

summer. 

Multiple sources have indicated Columbus Blue Jackets defenseman 

Seth Jones is their No. 1 target. Could the Blackhawks and Blue Jackets 

work out a deal? What could that deal look like? The Athletic’s Aaron 

Portzline and Scott Powers discuss it. 

Scott Powers: Aaron, how are you? It’d be nice to see you and all The 

Athletic hockey writers in person again this upcoming season. Hopefully, 

this season is back to somewhat normal. So, it’s obvious the Blue 

Jackets and Blackhawks could be a match for a Jones trade. Where do 

you think GM Jarmo Kekalainen begins with an asking price from the 

Blackhawks? 

Aaron Portzline: Doing well, Scotty. Hope the same for you. It’ll be nice to 

see you again. I’m ready to be back in Chicago for a bit, too. Miss my old 

haunts. A couple of thoughts before we start throwing names around. 

The Blue Jackets are getting trade offers from some teams that want 

Jones for a short-term run at glory, but most teams want assurances 

from Jones and his agent, Pat Brisson, that they can sign him long-term. 

I believe the Blackhawks are in the long-term camp, and they know they 

can get him on a long-term deal if the term and money are correct. The 

Blue Jackets would clearly prefer this, too, because it almost certainly 

assures them a better return than if Jones were just a rental. Chicago 

doesn’t fancy itself a Cup contender next season, but the Blackhawks are 

on their way back up again. The Blue Jackets are telling teams they want 

players and prospects, not picks. They especially don’t want picks for this 

year’s draft. They already have three firsts Friday and nine picks overall. 

Would a 2022 first-round pick intrigue them? Perhaps. But we should first 

be talking players. It sounds like the mention of Kirby Dach and Alex 

DeBrincat might end our conversation, but if I’m Kekalainen, I’m setting 

the bar high and remaining patient. Already we’ve heard the Blue Jackets 

start in with the “we don’t have to trade him” mantra, which is a pretty 

good indication of what’s happening. 

Powers: The Blackhawks are definitely in the long-term camp. Jones 

would be seen as Keith’s successor. The Blackhawks did acquire Jones’ 

younger brother, Caleb, as part of that recent Oilers trade. I don’t think 

getting Caleb was entirely motivated by trading for and signing Seth to a 

long-term deal, but there had to be some thought to that. The 

Blackhawks also do have some familiarity in working with Brisson on 

long-term deals as he represents Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews’ 

contracts. 

So, let’s talk about the composition of a deal. The Blackhawks would 

likely give up their 2021 or 2022 first-rounder, but if the interest is in the 

latter, that would work for them. Trading Dach and DeBrincat is a 

nonstarter for the Blackhawks. They see those two players as their 

future. There are other young players they really like and would prefer 

not to give up, but I think they can be ultimately gotten. Dach and 

DeBrincat are a different story. I don’t know exactly what other teams 

would be offering for Jones. My assumption is the Blackhawks might not 

be able to match them in terms of knocking their socks off with one star 

player. Rather, it’s going to have to be about the quantity of players and 

the strength of the entire package for the Blackhawks. I think they can 

put together a package that would make sense for the Blue Jackets. 

Let’s start the package with the 2022 first-rounder. Would Nicolas 

Beaudin or Ian Mitchell, two of the Blackhawks’ better young defenseman 

prospects, interest the Jackets as part of that package? 

Portzline: If I’m Kekalainen, I have no interest in a “quantity of players” or 

an evaluation of an “entire package” in finding a fit. Four ‘B-C’ prospects 

don’t get me anywhere. I’d rather have one ‘A’ prospect and a ‘B’ than 

four ‘B-C’ prospects, which is why I think he’s wise to wait. You start the 

conversation by asking for Dach and DeBrincat — of course you do! — 

but I agree with you, Scott, that neither of those guys is going to happen. 

My starting point for the trade, then, is Lukas Reichel. I get that he’s a 

big-time prospect, but it might be easier for Chicago to part with a player 

who isn’t currently on its roster. I’d like one of those two diminutive 

defensemen, Beaudin or Mitchell, but not both of them. And I’d punt the 

first-round pick to the 2022 draft. No lottery protection. If you’re looking to 

get this deal done quickly — oh, hang on a second, Scott, I’ve got the 

Kings on Line 2 — you can include Philippe Kurashev and we’ll get this 

deal done today. So, Reichel, Kurashev, Beaudin/Mitchell and a 2022 

first-round pick. Are we getting somewhere? 

Powers: Hey, hey, hang up on the Kings. They don’t have anything you 

want. OK, you can have the non-lottery-protected 2022 first and, let’s 

say, Beaudin. The Blackhawks really think highly of Kurashev. Outside of 

Adam Boqvist and Dach, Kurashev was the youngest player to be in their 

lineup consistently last season. He can play center or wing. He’s creative 

and thinks through the game at a high level. I wrote about his unique 

hockey background this past season. He’s developed into one of their 

premier young players. Considering that, I’m not giving up him, Beaudin 

(a 2018 first-rounder), Reichel (a 2020 first-rounder) and the 2022 first-

rounder. Instead of Reichel, what about Dylan Strome? He’s averaged 

0.68 points per game in 156 games with the Blackhawks. He’s on an 

affordable contract with a $3 million cap hit and still just 24. Should I get 

the paperwork ready? 

Portzline: Nope. Not ready for the trade call yet. You’re getting a right-

side, right-shot defenseman who is one of the best all-around players in 

the league. He’s going to play 25-plus minutes per night, anchor the 

power play and the top penalty-kill unit. He’s going to be out to start 

three-on-three overtime, too, and will end more than his share of three-

on-threes with the winning goal. You’re getting a superstar athlete and 

person. Jones would be the Blue Jackets’ next captain if he weren’t 

moving on like this. That’s the package you’re getting. I asked around 

about Strome. I know the name but didn’t have a feel for his game. The 

scouting report from an NHL executive (not with the Blue Jackets): “He 

has second-line skill and hands, but heavy feet. He’s a center, but you 

have to accept his lack of pace … or that could move him to the wing.” I 

like Strome, and he’d be a first- or second-line player in Columbus 

immediately, but that’s not the point. This is a futures trade — hang on, 

I’ve got the Stars on Line 3 now — so we’re not really stressing about the 

2021-22 lineup. Kick this around and get back to me: Reichel, Kurashev, 

your pick of those two defensemen we have discussed (Mitchell or 

Beaudin) and a 2022 first, no lottery protection. 

Powers: Go deal with the Stars. You’ll be back here talking to me in no 

time. They don’t have what you want, either. Let’s also stop pretending 

you have all the cards. It’s obviously no secret that Jones doesn’t plan to 

re-sign in Columbus. You can wait this out and move him at the deadline, 

but there’s no way you get the same return as you do now. You’d also 

get more in your return by sending him to a team with which he wants to 

sign that extension. From what I’ve heard, there aren’t a lot of teams on 

that list. You know that, too. So, let’s return to the table and stop wasting 

each other’s time. I’ll buy you a nice dinner. 

So, Kurashev, Beaudin or Mitchell and the 2022 first, no lottery 

protection, plus what? I’m probably not giving you Reichel, just to be 

honest, but I’ll bolster the package to make you stop asking me about 

him. How about Strome and another pick? Or Pius Suter and another 

pick? What’s the cherry on top that gets this done for you? We’ll take 

Brian Hedger back in Chicago if that helps. The Hedger and Powers 

podcast was a thing of beauty in the early days of The Athletic. 

Portzline: I’d settle for beers at Mother Hubbard’s when we get this deal 

done. But I’m not feeling that great about things right now. I’m really in no 

hurry here, Scott. I know I’m going to trade Jones and be happy with the 

return, whenever that happens. There is no shortage of suitors. But you 

can’t be sure you’re going to get him, and you’ve got a big ol’ hole on the 

right side of your defense right now that few players can fill. Let’s try this: 

Reichel, Kurashev and a 2022 first, or Reichel, Beaudin, Mitchell and a 

2022 first. Essentially we’re valuing the two D on the same level as 

Kurashev. If we do the two forwards, we’re going to need to make other 

deals to acquire defensemen, but we can live with that if we’re getting 



two really good forwards prospects and the pick. We’re not touching your 

prized possessions of Dach and DeBrincat. Does this create any kind of 

movement? This is very close to one of your earlier offers. Speak now 

and Hedger will be halfway to Fort Wayne before sundown. Gotta go. 

The Avs are on Line 4. 

Powers: OK, I relent, let’s do Kurashev, Mitchell, Beaudin and the 2022 

first. I need a pick back, though. You get a 21-year-old forward in 

Kurashev who played 50-plus NHL games as a rookie, a 22-year-old 

defenseman in Mitchell who was on the top pairing at times last season, 

a 21-year-old defenseman in Beaudin who might be the best of the 

bunch in the end and the unprotected 2022 pick. That certainly depletes 

my farm system, but we think it’s worth it for Jones. What do you say, 

Porty? Are we going to Mother Hubbard’s? I’ll take you to one of my 

favorite places, Gideon Welles, for some food and drink, too. We’ll make 

a night of it. 

Portzline: Uh, I’m not down for Kurashev instead of Reichel in the deal. 

See previous offers. This smacks of your favorite word … chicanery. 

Powers: Haha, you got me. I was up to some chicanery. What a 

wonderful word. Unfortunately, I’m going to pull off some more trickery 

and vanish from this trade discussion. I know this is not how these 

fictional trade talks are supposed to go, and I might just be too hard-

headed to be an NHL GM, but I couldn’t see myself including Reichel in 

that package. I think he has a chance to be a really nice NHL player. I 

was surprised by what I saw of him on video last season. I think he’s 

perfect for Jeremy Colliton’s system, too. Anyway, I won’t do it. Call me 

when you change your mind about the trade. I think you will. Good day, 

sir. 
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Stars to open 2021-22 season at Rangers on Oct. 14 as NHL announces 

full schedule 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

5:48 PM on Jul 22, 2021 CDT 

 

One thing is certain: The 2021-22 schedule is much kinder to the Stars 

than the 2020-21 schedule. 

After a season that featured the league’s most condensed schedule, the 

Stars return to a normal 82-game schedule, as released by the NHL on 

Thursday night. 

The schedule includes an All-Star/Olympic break from Feb. 2-22, though 

the NHL’s involvement in the 2022 Winter Games has not been finalized. 

Teams also received a second schedule in case the league does not go 

to the Games. 

The Stars played 11 sets of back-to-backs last season, and will do so 15 

times in 2021-22 with a schedule that features 26 more games. Dallas 

played the final two months of last year without a two-day break between 

games, and April will not supply the Stars a respite with 16 games in the 

final month of the season. 

From March 4-April 3, the Stars play 12 of 15 games on the road. 

Similarly, from April 5-29, the Stars have 10 of 14 games at home. 

Here are other highlights of the Stars schedule. 

Oct. 14, at NY Rangers: The season opens with the Stars visiting 

Madison Square Garden, where a (possibly) fully heathy Stars team will 

take the ice after Tyler Seguin, Alexander Radulov and Roope Hintz have 

each fully recovered from surgeries. 

Oct. 22, vs. Los Angeles: After a season-opening four-game road trip, the 

Stars will host the Kings in the home opener at the American Airlines 

Center. 

Nov. 20, vs. St. Louis: Former Stars coach Jim Montgomery returns to 

the American Airlines Center in the regular season for the first time since 

the team fired him in Dec. 2019 due to “unprofessional conduct.” 

Montgomery is now an assistant coach with the Blues, who also play a 

preseason game in Dallas on Oct. 5. 

Nov. 26, vs. Colorado: For the first time since Joel Kiviranta’s hat trick in 

Game 7 of the 2020 second round, the Stars will take on the Avalanche, 

the reigning Presidents’ Trophy winners. After a season away from 

Colorado, the Stars and Avs are once again division rivals in 2021-22. 

Jan. 12, vs. Seattle: Jamie Oleksiak makes his return to Dallas after 

signing a five-year contract with the Kraken this week. It will be 

Oleksiak’s second visit to the American Airlines Center as an opponent, 

having played in Dallas as a Penguin in Feb. 2018. 

Jan. 15, at Tampa Bay: The Stars only face the two-time defending 

Stanley Cup champions twice next season after playing them 16 times in 

the previous two seasons. This is the first one at Amalie Arena while the 

second is April 12 in Dallas. 

April 3, at Seattle: The Stars visit Climate Pledge Arena for the first time 

to take on the Kraken and get an up-close look at the Emerald City. 

April 20, at Edmonton: Rogers Place will welcome the Stars back to 

Edmonton late in the season, 17 months after Dallas claimed it as its 

second home during its 2020 run to the Stanley Cup Final. 
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Stars must adapt to unprecedented limitations to take advantage of their 

chances in 2021 NHL draft 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

5:28 PM on Jul 22, 2021 CDT 

 

The NHL draft can oftentimes be an erratic enterprise, an uncertain 

adventure of projecting and selecting teenagers to play in the world’s 

best league — but even past drafts can’t compare to this weekend’s 

draft. 

The Stars hold the No. 15 pick in Friday night’s first round (but the No. 14 

selection thanks to the forfeiture of Arizona’s pick at No. 11), and the 

team is expecting a chaotic draft. Dallas also owns six picks on the 

second day of the draft after acquiring a third-round pick from Vancouver 

last week. 

“This is just going to be a crazy, crazy draft,” Stars director of amateur 

scouting Joe McDonnell said. “I think the top 10 are basically locks. 

“From that point onward, it’s going to be very interesting. It’s a beauty is 

in the eye of the beholder-type thing. What did you see and what did you 

dig up from talking to coaches and teachers and parents? Different things 

like that.” 

The complicating factor for this draft was the pandemic. While last year’s 

draft was also held virtually, scouts had almost a full season of live 

viewings to work with and draft players. This season, with some leagues 

not even playing and travel restricted around the world, NHL teams 

weren’t able to see players in person as they have in the past. 

The Ontario Hockey League didn’t hold a season at all. The Quebec 

Major Junior Hockey League had a two-month stoppage due to the 

coronavirus. For many teams, the biggest showcase of draft-eligible 

talent came in Frisco and Plano, when North Texas hosted the U-18 

World Championship in the spring. 

That left teams around the league without many data points on teens, 

which could lead to more variability in draft lists from team to team, and 

more unpredictability from pick to pick. 

“For the most part, it goes the way you’d predicted it,” McDonnell said. 

“We’ll see what happens, but this year, it could be different because of 

the circumstances. People might see something different, and players 

that we had below our 14th player, they go a little earlier than we think. 

It’s just going to be fun to watch.” 

McDonnell estimated that about three-quarters of the scouting this 

season was done on video, a process that left organizations with an 

incomplete read on certain areas of players’ games. 

“It’s the skating, skating stride, the mannerisms, the backcheck, the 

overall compete, how they work away from the puck, things like that,” 

McDonnell said. “On video, sometimes the feeds we get basically just 

shows the puck. It was difficult, but we used an awful lot of video feeds 

and we’re excited and we’re ready.” 

TSN’s Bob McKenzie has Swedish right wing Fabian Lysell ranked 14th 

in his latest draft ranking, with American left wing Matthew Coronato at 

No. 13 and Canadian goaltender Sebastian Cossa at No. 15. 

The Stars drafting and development has produced its share of NHL 

contributors in recent years, with 2017 draftees Miro Heiskanen, Jason 

Robertson and Jake Oettinger all playing key roles in Dallas, in addition 

to 2015 selections Denis Gurianov and Roope Hintz. 

Riley Damiani (fifth round, 2018), Adam Mascherin (fourth round, 2018) 

and Thomas Harley (first round, 2019) each had outstanding seasons in 

the AHL last season, while Mavrik Bourque (first round, 2020) was again 

prolific in the QMJHL. 

With the draft list completed, what is left for the team’s scouting 

department to do? 

“There’s nothing left to do other than don’t sleep at night and try to 

predict what’s going to happen in the top 13 picks,” McDonnell said. “It’s 

nerve-wracking for all of us guys.” 
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‘Beauty in the eye of the beholder’: Stars prepared to be flexible when it’s 

time to draft at No. 15 

 

By Saad Yousuf  

Jul 23, 2021  

  

While every draft is important, this year’s, which begins Friday, has a little 

extra sizzle to it for the Stars. General manager Jim Nill has been 

mentioning the draft as a catalyst for decisions since this past season’s 

trade deadline. One of the main reasons behind the Stars’ lack of action 

at the deadline was that Nill did not want to part with this year’s draft 

picks. 

“I’ve given up a lot of picks the last couple of years,” Nill said in April. 

“We’ve got to start replenishing the system a little bit here.” 

The Stars did not have a second- or third-round pick in each of the last 

two drafts. In 2019, Dallas selected Thomas Harley in the first round but 

then rounded out the draft with picks in the fourth, fifth and sixth rounds. 

Last year, Stars took Mavrik Bourque in the first round but again rounded 

out their picks with a fourth-rounder, fifth-rounder and a couple of sixth-

round selections. This year, the Stars have one selection in each round 

and also added a third-round pick last week in the Jason Dickinson trade. 

Of course, quantity doesn’t mean quality. The Stars had nine selections 

in each of the 2013 and 2014 drafts and whiffed badly almost across the 

board, with recently departed Dickinson being the lone success story. 

However, the Stars have had some pretty successful drafts since then. In 

2015, they picked up Denis Gurianov and Roope Hintz. The jury is still 

out on 2016 but the clock is ticking on Riley Tufte to pan out. Colton Point 

was a fifth-round pick that season and quickly generated excitement, but 

that has completely deflated at this point. Rhett Gardner was decent last 

season and may end up being the pride of that group. 

Of course, the 2017 draft class is going to be tough, if not impossible, to 

top. The Stars got arguably their best defenseman, goaltender and 

forward in the top three picks in Miro Heiskanen, Jake Oettinger and 

Jason Robertson. 

This upcoming training camp will be a big one for the 2018 draft class, 

which includes Ty Dellandrea, Riley Damiani and Adam Mascherin. 

Dellandrea and Damiani, at least, will be given real opportunities to nab 

spots in the NHL after both had surprisingly good seasons in their own 

ways last season. Harley is younger, as a 2019 selection, but he’ll be 

given the same opportunity. Dellandrea, Damiani and Harley have 

realistic chances to make the NHL this year and if that happens, there 

isn’t a ton of excitement left behind them in the system. 

That’s why the need to replenish the system this season becomes so 

important, but also quite tricky. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, teams 

have not been able to scout players the way they usually do in person. 

There’s been a lot more work done through video, which is an upgrade 

over the alternatives from perhaps four decades ago, but still takes away 

from the kind of scouting that teams would like to do. 

“It’s tough to just pick out the guy that you want to see,” Stars director of 

amateur scouting Joe McDonnell said. “When you’re live in person, you 

see the mannerisms he has, his work ethic on his backcheck and 

forecheck. That’s difficult to see in video. When you’re there live, you can 

focus in on one player that you want to see.” 

McDonnell and his staff have been working hard to make the most of 

what they’ve been dealt. Scouting young talent usually doesn’t start just 

one year before the player is going to be drafted, so the Stars have seen 

a lot of the draft-eligible players in person. It’s been a while — pre-

COVID times — but it’s still valuable information for the scouting 

department to have. The trick is how to use that information from when 

the players are literally just kids and projecting out their physical and 

mental growth and determining what the ceiling could be. 

“If a kid was 22 and we’re going through this, you could see pretty much 

the package he’s going to be,” McDonnell said. “These kids are 17 or 18 

years old. I just saw a kid that we saw last year when he was 5-foot-8 

and 160 pounds. He comes to this tournament recently and he’s 6-1 and 

185 pounds. That year of hockey is huge when you’re that age. … That’s 

what makes this draft a crapshoot. You do your best, your background 

work and check the sizes, heights and weights, but it’s just very difficult 

on all of the scouts and more importantly, on all of the players.” 

The Stars will be picking 14th in the draft (No. 15 officially, but No. 11 is 

vacant due to Arizona’s forfeited pick) and it’s going to be a wild ride of 

the unknown in the few picks leading up to that first-round selection. 

Player evaluations have been all over the place after the top tier is 

cleared. The Stars have their board set but are prepared to be flexible 

because they have little idea of who actually will be available at that spot. 

“The top 10 are pretty much all the same. They might be in a different 

order or stuff like that,” McDonnell said. “From No. 10 on, it’s a crapshoot 

type thing, sort of a beauty in the eye of the beholder. You have your list 

and you’re going to use that and go off of it, but anywhere from No. 10 to 

No. 50, you wouldn’t be shocked if the kid you had rated No. 50 went No. 

11.” 

The Stars are also in a position right now in their system where they don’t 

have strong depth at defense or forward. Given the long-term 

commitments to Heiskanen and Esa Lindell, along with the expected rise 

of Harley, the team is happy with where their NHL defensive core is 

headed, but that doesn’t mean a defenseman won’t be the pick at No. 15. 

“We’re going best player available,” McDonnell said. “We’re trying to 

build assets for the Dallas Stars and we want the best kids that are 

available for Jim (Nill) to work with, whether they end up playing in the 

organization or they end up being used as trade bait down the road 

because they are that good.” 

First-round selections usually generate the bulk of the buzz, but players 

like Hintz and Robertson are proof of why other rounds can be so crucial. 

Regardless of the unprecedented circumstances, the Stars will have a 

full set of selections to work with for the first time in three years. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 07.23.2021 

 



1217894 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Detroit Red Wings' 2021-22 schedule: What's on deck after pandemic, in 

Olympic year 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings’ 2021-22 schedule features a home opener on 

Oct. 14 against the defending Stanley Cup champions, a traditional New 

Year’s Eve date, and a break for the 2022 Winter Olympics. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning will be at Little Caesars Arena Oct. 14 to ring 

in the new season. The Washington Capitals come on Dec. 31 to ring in 

the new year. 

[ What the Wings' trade for Alex Nedeljkovic says about Steve Yzerman's 

plan ] 

The Wings get their first look at the expansion Seattle Kraken on Dec. 1. 

The first big road trip spans Nov. 15-20 and has stops in Columbus, 

Dallas, Vegas and Arizona. With a 21-day pause in February for the 

Olympic Games, the finale isn’t until April 29, at New Jersey. 

It’s a nice return to normalcy after last season. The pandemic forced the 

NHL to make numerous concessions: The schedule was reduced to 56 

games, and teams were limited to opponents within geographically 

realigned divisions. 

[ Wings fans excited, Hurricanes fans incensed after Nedeljkovic trade ] 

For the Wings that meant facing the Carolina Hurricanes, Chicago 

Blackhawks, Columbus Blue Jackets, Dallas Stars, Florida Panthers, 

Nashville Predators and Tampa Bay Lightning eight times apiece. To limit 

traveling, teams generally played one another in two-game mini-series, 

though the Wings and Stars had two mini-series bakc-to-back in April. 

READY FOR CAMP? Wings eager for training camp, next season; but 

will Dylan Larkin be ready? 

EXHIBIT A: Wings announce exhibition schedule: First game is Sept. 29 

"We’ve all been working to get back towards closer to normal is great," 

coach Jeff Blashill said. "To be in a spot where we can have a normal 

schedule is great. I think to be able to see more than the divisional teams 

is a great thing." 
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What Detroit Red Wings' trade for Alex Nedeljkovic says about Steve 

Yzerman's plan 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

In a span of one week, Detroit Red Wings general manager Steve 

Yzerman dealt for two players who project to make an immediate positive 

impact without extensively depleting the Red Wings' future assets . 

On Thursday afternoon — minutes after the expansion draft-imposed 

trade freeze lifted — the Wings acquired the rights to goaltender Alex 

Nedeljkovic, a restricted free agent, from the Carolina Hurricanes for the 

rights to unrestricted free agent goaltender Jonathan Bernier and a third-

round 2021 draft pick. The pick, No. 94, came from the Vegas Golden 

Knights in former GM Ken Holland’s 2018 trade that sent Tomas Tatar to 

the desert. The Wings still hold five picks in the first three rounds of this 

year's draft, scheduled for Friday and Saturday. 

FUTURE TENSE: Detroit Red Wings eager for training camp, next 

season; but will Dylan Larkin be ready? 

TRADE REACTIONS: Detroit Red Wings fans excited, Hurricanes fans 

incensed 

FEELING A DRAFT?: Mock draft has Red Wings adding to blue line 

early in Round 1 

“We’re trying to improve our team,” Yzerman said. “Ultimately our goal is 

to build a playoff team, a Stanley Cup contender. In the interim, we are 

trying to give some of our younger players, to surround them with a more 

competitive team. With the state of the rebuild, as we’ve witnessed for 

the last few years, you trade your expiring contracts, your older players, 

your veterans, at the deadline for future assets. 

“With having so many draft picks, we thought, selectively, we can use the 

odd one to try and improve our team for the short term, because I believe 

firmly there’s benefits to having good players for the young guys. It can 

be very difficult for a bunch of young kids out there in the NHL, playing 

games, it can beat you up after a while, and we want to be competitive.” 

Soon after the trade, Yzerman signed Nedeljkovic to a two-year deal with 

a $3 million annual average value. 

Nedeljkovic is an intriguing addition. He was a finalist for the Calder 

Trophy (the NHL rookie of the year award) after posting a 1.90 goals-

against average and .932 save percentage in 23 games last season 

(including a 2-0 record against the Wings with a 1.51 GAA and .951 save 

percentage). Nedeljkovic is 17-7-4 in the regular season during his NHL 

career, with a 2.01 GAA and .928 save percentage. He also started nine 

playoff games for the Hurricanes this year, going 4-5 with a 2.17 GAA 

and .920 save percentage, earning all four wins in a first-round victory 

over the Nashville Predators and the first three defeats of a second-

round loss to eventual Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

That’s not much of a sample size, but he looks like he could be a rising 

star. Maybe he becomes the team’s longterm No. 1 goalie, filling a huge 

void. Maybe he doesn’t, in which case he’s on a relatively low-risk 

contract. 

“The kids we have in our system are probably a ways off from playing in 

the NHL,” Yzerman said. “We wanted to bring in a younger goaltender 

that has some upside and that has potential to be our starter for a 

number of years. He’s relatively inexperienced at the NHL level but we 

think he’s got real good potential and has a chance to play for us for a 

number of years.” 

BRING HOME THE (1997) CUP! How to order new book 

commemorating Red Wings' 1997 Stanley Cup 

Bernier, 32, completed the last year of a three-year contract with a $3 

million average annual value. Now the Wings will have a 25-year-old in 

the crease for the same AAV. Nedeljkovic is familiar with the Metro 

Detroit area, too, playing for the OHL's Plymouth Whalers in 2012-15. 

The Wings also locked up forward Michael Rasmussen with a three-year 

contract with an annual cap hit of $1.46 million. Yzerman said he 

anticipates signing his restricted free agents, a list that includes Tyler 

Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana and Filip Hronek. There’s also interest in re-

signing the Wings impending unrestricted free agents, defenseman Marc 

Staal, and right-shot forwards Sam Gagner or Bobby Ryan (but not likely 

both). 

Nedeljkovic is the second new face added over the past week. On July 

16, Yzerman sent a 2021 second-round pick (No. 52) to the New York 

Islanders to acquire offensive defenseman Nick Leddy. That pick was 

acquired form the Edmonton Oilers in the 2020 Andreas Athanasiou 

trade. 

LEDDY ROLL: All the ways Nick Leddy can help the Red Wings 

“We are trying to surround our younger players with good players to help 

them develop,” Yzerman said. “A good partner for Fil Hronek. Strong 

goaltending. Some forwards that can complement Dylan (Larkin) and all 

our guys. 

“I just think it’s important there’s a balance. We’re not going to mortgage 

or sell all of our assets, all of our draft picks, off, but somewhere along 

the way, balance trying to be a little bit more competitive with rebuilding.” 
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Detroit Red Wings fans excited, Hurricanes fans incensed after 

Nedeljkovic trade 

 

TYLER J. DAVIS   

 

Steve Yzerman is ruining lives in North Carolina. Or at least ruining the 

days of those who love Carolina hockey. 

Detroit Red Wings fans are jigging and Carolina Hurricanes fans are 

considering jumping ship after a trade between the two teams Thursday. 

Yzerman, Detroit's general manager, sent goalie Jonathan Bernier and a 

third-round 2021 pick (No. 94 overall) to Carolina for Alex Nedeljkovic. 

(Then Yzerman signed him to a contract that pays $3 million each of the 

next two seasons, an amount apparently too high for the Canes). 

Hurricanes followers had to be somewhat happy to get the extra pick, but 

it's easy to understand why they weren't as excited about a playoff team 

trading away a goaltender with a goals-against average under 2 for a 

goalie who is a pending free agent with a GAA approaching 3. 

Not to mention, Nedeljkovic is seven years younger than Bernier (who, 

for what it's worth, wasn't exactly playing behind the Russian Five as the 

Wings tied for the fewest points in their division).  

ANALYSIS: Nick Leddy can help the Detroit Red Wings on defense. 

Here's how 

Nedeljkovic posted a .932 save percentage in 23 games last season, 

about 20 points higher than Bernier. Seems like solid value in exchange 

for a third-rounder and a goalie who's not your goalie of the future — and 

may have been leaving anyhow.  

Everyone from league observers to bloggers for uninvolved teams to fans 

seems love this trade for the Wings and the contract for Nedeljkovic.  

Now to the tweets:  

These graphs and numbers just mean this guy is really good: 

Alex Nedeljkovic, acquired by DET, played incredibly well as a rookie this 

season. Canes didn't want to pay the arbitration reward, so here we are. 

#LGRW pic.twitter.com/TtUcu7nlj3 

— JFresh (@JFreshHockey) July 22, 2021 

Hold up……Steve Yzerman finnessed the Carolina Hurricanes for their 

goalie??? This is news I love to hear. Red Wings on the way back, slowly 

but surely 

— Shang-Chi               (@HJ_TheThird) July 22, 2021 

Am I the only one absolutely confused about the Nedeljkovic to Red 

Wings trade? How could Carolina not resign him for that? 

— Kyle (@KF_Kadri43) July 22, 2021 

A classic .gif for one-sided trades: 

The Canes have traded Alex Nedeljkovic to the Red Wings for a third-

round pick and the rights to unrestricted free agent Jonathan Bernier. 

pic.twitter.com/uJ8Mwn8tU9 

— Barstool North Carolina (@BarstoolNCdavid) July 22, 2021 

Meanwhile, Yzerman just acquired his number one goalie for some 

magic beans and a pending UFA. 

This guy is something else. He identified CAR didn’t love the Nedeljkovic 

situation and pounced. That’s how you do it. https://t.co/nXhnlsnb2K 

— Rachel Doerrie (@racheldoerrie) July 22, 2021 

Been very impressed with the @DetroitRedWings trades so far let’s keep 

it going boys! #redwings #Hockey #hockeytown #WINGS #goodmorning 

#GoWings #HockeyTwitter 

— AJ (@angrycombatvet) July 22, 2021 

When is the rest of the #NHL gonna send Yzerman's calls directly to 

voicemail? Feels like the millionth time he's robbed a train by just walking 

up to it and asking nicely. #Nedeljkovic #RedWings 

— Matt Pocket (@cornerpocket422) July 22, 2021 

These folks are less than pleased: 

The Carolina Hurricanes have traded Alex Nedeljkovic to the Detroit Red 

Wings for a 3rd round pick and pending UFA Jonathan Bernier. 

What a massive L. 

— Cardiac Cane (@CardiacCane) July 22, 2021 

From Nedeljkovic’s agent…Trying not to overreact and there are so 

many moving pieces this off-season but the pieces better move fast if the 

Canes don’t want everyone to freak out about this lol. There’s gotta be a 

reason they couldn’t do this… https://t.co/KIiwoU2YdK 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) July 22, 2021 

This Nedeljkovic trade has ruined my day 

— Barstool Pack (@BarstoolPack) July 22, 2021 

As they say in hockey... let's do that hockey!   

Stupid how I am already excited for Red Wings hockey 🥲 

— Oh Nyquist (@OhNyquist) July 22, 2021 
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Detroit Red Wings acquire G Alex Nedeljkovic in trade, send Jonathan 

Bernier to Hurricanes 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

The Detroit Red Wings have acquired Alex Nedeljkovic from the Carolina 

Hurricanes. 

The team announced the move Thursday afternoon, shortly after the 

trade freeze that was imposed during the expansion draft had lifted.  

General manager Steve Yzerman sent the No. 94 pick in the 2021 draft 

and the rights to veteran goaltender Jonathan Bernier. Yzerman locked 

up Nedeljkovic for two years at a $3 million annual salary cap hit. 

BUSY WEEKEND FOR YZERMAN: Steve Yzerman's plan in 2021 NHL 

entry draft 

Nedeljkovic, a 2021 finalist for the Calder Trophy (rookie of the year)  

will share goaltending duties next season with Thomas Greiss, who is 

under contract through 2021-22.  

In making the trade, Yzerman essentially swapped a 32-year-old in 

Bernier, who was coming off a contract making $3 million a year for a 25-

year-old in Nedeljkovic making the same money. Nedeljkovic posted a 

1.90 goals-against average and .932 save percentage in 23 games last 

season for the Hurricanes. He went 2-0 against the Wings with a 1.51 

GAA and .951 save percentage.  

"Name's Ned, nice to meet ya @DetroitRedWings." 

(          @alexned_) pic.twitter.com/PlUEncD0Jb 

— NHL (@NHL) July 22, 2021 

Bernier, who just finished his third season with the Wings, started 23 

games with a 2.99 GAA and .914 save percentage in 2020-21. 
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Plenty of suspense, unknowns for weekend's NHL Entry Draft 

 

TED KULFAN  | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Get ready for what should be a wild NHL Entry Draft. 

The Red Wings have the sixth and 22nd picks during Friday's first round. 

They acquired the latter from Washington in the Anthony Mantha trade. 

Detroit will be in the thick of the intrique in what could be one of the most 

unpredictable drafts in recent history. 

"It's going to be an interesting day and an interesting weekend," general 

manager Steve Yzerman said Thursday.  

What makes this draft so unpredictable is everything that happened over 

the last 18 months due to the pandemic. 

Junior and collegiate hockey leagues throughout North America and 

Europe either didn't play, or had abbreviated seasons, limiting the 

exposure of prospects. 

Scouts were unable to travel much, as borders were closed. 

So video played a huge role, and scouting reports from before the 

pandemic are vital. That will ensure opinions vary from team to team and 

uncertainty reigns over which prospects will be picked. 

"In some cases you're talking about players that didn't play this year," 

Yzerman said. "For our scouting staff, it was a challenge for them to see 

some of the players and travel to get to certain locations was challenging, 

interesting.  

"But Kris (Draper, the Wings' director of amateur scouting) and his staff 

have been very diligent and thorough and done the best they could. 

Ultimately, this draft class, moving forward, is the most unpredictable, 

generally, of a very unpredictable process." 

The top selection of Friday's first round appears to be the lone certainty. 

Michigan defenseman Owen Power, maybe the only sure thing, is 

expected to be picked by the Buffalo Sabres. 

But after Buffalo, there are questions galore, with numerous mock drafts 

having different opinions. 

The Wings have been linked with Swedish forward William Eklund, 

Michigan forward Kent Johnson, junior forward Mason McTavish, or 

defensemen such as Luke Hughes (United States National Team 

Development Team) or Simon Edvinsson (Sweden). 

And the pool of players who could go to the Wings at 22 is even wider 

and deeper. 

Yzerman and his scouting staff are ready. 

"I don't want to say we have no clue (of how things will shake out), we 

have somewhat of a clue, but that remains to be seen," Yzerman said. 

"It's going to be very unpredictable. I don't know what other teams, what 

their lists, are (like)." 

With the Wings still in the midst of a rebuild, expect them to go after the 

best player available, and not for need at a particular position. 

The Wings had a glaring void for a young, quality prospect in the 

goaltending position, but Thursday's acquisition of Alex Nedeljkovic, 25, 

lessens that somewhat. 

Detroit could use a fine two-way center prospect. It has ranked among 

the worst goal-scoring teams in the NHL the last two seasons. The Wings 

could also use a prime defensive prospect. 

Needs remain everywhere. 

"We're going to pick who we feel is the best prospect, who has the most 

potential, with the sixth pick regardless of position," Yzerman said. 

"Where we are at, and where we're picking, and the age of the kids, it's 

too hard to draft for a specific need." 

Yzerman compared the NHL Draft to the NBA and NFL drafts, where, 

generally, drafted players are a bit older and more experienced. 

The NHL drafts 18-year-olds, who are largely unproven. 

"They're men (NBA, NFL draftees), they're not teenagers, and (those 

teams) have a better idea of where they will play next year. So you can 

draft more specifically for need or position," Yzerman said. "In our 

situation, in the NHL, you take who you feel is the best prospect and try 

to balance it all out." 

Saturday, the Wings have two picks in the second round (38th and 48th 

which is the New York Rangers' pick), their own third-round pick (70th), 

two picks in the fourth round (102 and 128th, Tampa's pick) and fifth 

rounds (134th and 138th, Ottawa's pick) and one in the sixth round 

(166th overall). 

The Wings dealt a second-round pick last weekend to the New York 

Islanders as part of the acquisition for defenseman Nick Leddy, and sent 

a third-round pick Thursday to Carolina to help acquire goaltender Alex 

Nedeljkovic. 

With a flat salary cap still causing problems for numerous teams, and 

draft capital so important for a lot of rebuilding teams, trades are 

expected to dominate NHL news this weekend. 

There's also the possibility of a team like the Wings, with so many draft 

picks, to move up or down in the draft to get a player they want — or 

acquire more picks. 

Yzerman wouldn't commit to dealing any picks. 

"Those trading up or back scenarios really are decisions made during the 

draft, kind of how you see things playing out," Yzerman said "You make 

those decisions along the way." 

NHL Entry Draft 

►When: Friday, 1st-round, 8 p.m; Saturday, rounds 2-7, starts at 11 a.m. 

►TV: Friday, ESPN2; Saturday, NHL Network.  

►Red Wings picks: 6th, 22nd, 38th, 48th, 70th, 102nd, 128th, 134th, 

138th. 

Future Red Wings? 

Here's a look at some players Detroit could be considering with the sixth 

pick overall. 

►William Eklund — The Swedish winger was rated the No. 1 player in 

Europe by NHL Central Scouting. 

►Mason McTavish — Projects to be the tough-minded, all-around center 

teams desire these days. 

►Luke Hughes — The Wings have missed out on Luke's two older 

brothers, Quinn and Jack. Can they finally land one of the Hughes' boys? 

►Jesper Wallstedt — The Swedish goaltender might be one of the best 

prospects to come along in years. But Thursday's acquisition of Alex 

Nedeljkovic may squash some of the need for a young goaltender. 

►Kent Johnson — Michigan winger/center has dazzling offensive 

potential. 

►Dylan Guenther — Possibly the purest goal-scorer in this class. Can 

score in a variety of ways. 

►Simon Edvinsson — Big Swedish defenseman has been compared to 

Tampa's Victor Hedman, which might be a stretch, but Edvinsson should 

go very early. 
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Here's a look at the Red Wings' 2021-22 regular-season schedule 

 

The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings don’t have at easy to begin next regular 

season. 

The Wings will open the 2021-22 season at home, Oct. 14, against two-

time defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. 

The Wings will host 17 weekend home games (four Fridays, 10 

Saturdays and three Sundays), ultimately ending the regular-season 

before ending April 29 in New Jersey. 

This season's 82-game slate, which includes a 20-day break spanning 

from Feb. 3-22 for the NHL All-Star Game and 2022 Beijing Winter 

Olympics, features 26 games against Atlantic Division rivals, three 

games against the eight teams in the Eastern Conference's Metropolitan 

Division (24 games) and two games against all 16 Western Conference 

foes (32 games). 

The opener kicks off a home-friendly start to the season for the Red 

Wings, with four straight games hosted at Little Caesars Arena. 

The Wings will host the traditional night before Thanksgiving game 

(Wednesday, Nov. 24) against the St. Louis Blues and will continue the 

action at Little Caesars Arena during Thanksgiving weekend with a game 

against the Buffalo Sabres on Saturday, Nov. 27. 

The expansion Seattle Kraken visit Little Caesars Arena on Wednesday, 

Dec. 1. Detroit also will host its annual New Year's Eve matchup on 

Friday, Dec. 31 against the Washington Capitals. 

Game times for the 2021-22 regular season will be announced at a later 

date. 

Ticket on-sale information for the preseason and regular season will be 

announced in the coming weeks. 
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Red Wings acquire Alex Nedeljkovic, goaltender with 'a lot of upside,' in 

Carolina trade 

 

TED KULFAN  | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings will have a new look in net next season, and 

possibly for the foreseeable future. 

The Wings acquired goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic from the Carolina 

Hurricanes Thursday for the rights to unrestricted free-agent goaltender 

Jonathan Bernier and a third-round draft pick (94th overall) in this 

weekend’s NHL Entry Draft. 

Nedeljkovic, 25, is a restricted free agent with arbitration rights, and was 

reportedly going to ask approximately $3.5 million for next season (and 

could have been awarded more from an arbitrator). 

Rather than agree to a contract, the Hurricanes traded the Calder Trophy 

(rookie of the year) finalist. 

Nedeljkovic agreed to a two-year contract with the Wings for $6 million 

($3 million per season salary cap hit) shortly after the trade. 

"We have high hopes for Alex," general manager Steve Yzerman said on 

a media Zoom call after the trade was announced. "Based on his 

performance this year in Carolina, he's a younger guy who we feel has a 

lot of upside. 

"We're pretty excited about it. He did very well this year. Everyone in our 

organization is familiar with him, from his local ties playing junior, we 

know his character and work ethic and competitiveness in watching him 

play this year. We felt it was a good opportunity to get somewhat of a 

younger goaltender with still some upside and who can help us win some 

games." 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

Nedelkjovic, a Parma, Ohio native, played junior hockey in the Detroit 

area with Belle Tire and the Plymouth Whalers. 

With Belle Tire, Nedeljkovic was teammates with Dylan Larkin, Kyle 

Connor (Clinton Township;/Winnipeg Jets) and Zach Werenski (Grosse 

Pointe/Columbus Blue Jackets). 

Nedeljkovic, in his first extended opportunity with the Hurricanes, had a 

breakthrough season. He had a 15-5-3 record in 23 appearances, with a 

sparkling 1.90 goals-against average and .932 save percentage. 

The Hurricanes then eventually went to Nedeljkovic in the playoffs, where 

he again impressed by going 4-5-0 (2.17 GAA, .920). 

But with the Hurricanes facing a bit of a salary crunch, and not willing to 

go beyond a certain figure with the young goalie — Carolina GM Don 

Waddell said Thursday afternoon the Hurricanes are looking toward a 

veteran goalie in the win-now mode they're in — they made the trade. 

The Red Wings were more than eager to pounce, and acquire a young 

goaltender who fits well with the nucleus the organization is building. 

Nedeljkovic will split the Wings' net with Thomas Greiss, and given 

Nedeljkovic's age, somewhat solves the problem of not having a 

goaltending prospect in the organization. 

"We had a decision to make. Jonathan Bernier was a pending UFA and 

we had some discussions with Carolina regarding Alex," Yzerman said. 

"For us, it's a chance to get a younger goaltender. The kids we have in 

our system are probably a ways off from playing in the NHL.  

"With Thomas Greiss under contract for one more season, to bring in a 

younger goaltender that has some upside and has potential to be our 

starter for a number of years, he's relatively inexperienced at the NHL 

level, but we think he's got real good potential and has a chance to play 

for us for a number of years." 

The acquisitions of Nedeljkovic and defenseman Nick Leddy in recent 

weeks give the Wings a deeper, stronger lineup around their younger 

core. The Wings look more competitive and formidable on paper. 

Also, with the vast collection of draft picks the Wings have accumulated 

the last several years at the trade deadline, Yzerman felt it was a good 

chance to use some of those assets to improve the current roster. 

"We're trying to improve our team," Yzerman said. "Our goal is to build a 

playoff team and a Stanley Cup contender; that hasn't changed. In the 

interim, we're trying to give some of our younger players, surround them 

with a more competitive team. 

"We have so many picks, at some point we need to put players on the 

ice, put a team on the ice, and in our position, it's difficult to get those real 

impact free agents. The way you can get some players on reasonable 

contracts is via trade. We're not going to sell off all of our assets, our 

draft picks, but somewhere along the way, you balance trying to be a little 

more competitive with rebuilding. 

"It can be real difficult for a bunch of young kids in the NHL playing 

games — (losing) can beat you up after a while. We want to be 

competitive." 

The Wings' having cap space — they still have about $39.5 million to use 

with only 12 players under contract — was also a help in acquiring 

Nedeljkovic and Leddy. 

"Cap space gives you an opportunity to do things," Yzerman said, "go in 

a lot of different directions either in making trades, sign free agents to 

improve your team, or in this era, bring on players and get assets from 

teams that need to trade for cap space." 
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Michael Rasmussen, Red Wings agree on three-year extension 

 

TED KULFAN | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings have secured one of their young building 

blocks —  but the future of another supposed piece is a bit hazy. 

Forward Michael Rasmussen, a restricted free agent, signed a three-year 

contract extension Thursday, worth $4.38 million ($1.46 million salary 

cap hit). 

Rasmussen, 22, took a major step forward this season. 

The 2017 first-round draft pick (ninth overall) played in 40 games, with 12 

points (three goals, nine assists) and 26 penalty minutes. Rasmussen 

ranked second on the team with 72 hits and blocked 28 shots. 

After an injury-filled season in minor-league Grand Rapids the year 

before, Rasmussen (6-foot-6, 229 pounds) came into camp healthy and 

confident after playing in Austria because of the ongoing pandemic 

delaying pro leagues in North America. 

We're offering a great deal on all-access subscriptions. Check it out here. 

Rasmussen had six points (two goals, four assists) in seven games in 

Grand Rapids before being recalled by the Wings. 

Over his last 20 games in Detroit, Rasmussen averaged 16:46 of ice time 

per game. 

For another young forward, Tyler Bertuzzi, the immediate future is 

cloudier. 

Bertuzzi played nine games this season before a back injury ended his 

season, resulting in season-ending surgery. 

Bertuzzi, 26, is a restricted free agent, as he was last year, before re-

signing to a 1-year, $3.5 million contract. 

The two sides couldn't come together on a long-term contract last year, 

and could be facing similar fate. There has been speculation Bertuzzi 

could be coveted in a trade.  

General manager Steve Yzerman was adamant the Wings would like to 

work something out with Bertuzzi. 

"My goal is to figure out a deal," Yzerman said. "We want to keep Tyler 

here in the organization. We like him as a player, certainly like him as a 

person, and it's my hope we can figure something out that he remains 

with the Red Wings." 

Yzerman brushed off trade speculation. 

"Teams have called about all of our good players," Yzerman said. "It 

happens all the time." 

Other RFA's the Wings must sign include forwards Jakub Vrana and 

Adam Erne, and defensemen Filip Hronek and Gustav Lindstrom. 

Yzerman is optimistic all will get signed soon. 

UFA update 

Yzerman is keeping communication open with unrestricted free agents, 

including forwards Luke Glendening, Sam Gagner and Bobby Ryan, and 

defenseman Marc Staal. Free agency starts Wednesday. 

Staal appears to be a player the Wings want back. 

There's a need for a left-handed shooting defenseman, with Dennis 

Cholowski being lost in the expansion draft, and Jon Merrill and Patrik 

Nemeth being dealt at the trade deadline. Staal can plug that hole.  

A right-handed shooting forward, such as Gagner or Ryan, also would be 

strongly considered. 

"We'd like to add a right shot, whether it's players from last season or 

going into the market, it's something we have to address for sure," 

Yzerman said. 

Losing Cholowski 

Cholowski, claimed by Seattle in the expansion draft, was a 2016 first-

round draft pick who never was able to secure a regular lineup spot. 

Yzerman wasn't sure what the Kraken's plans were in terms of the Wings' 

unprotected list, but was willing to take the chance of losing Cholowski 

after acquiring defenseman Nick Leddy. 

"We went out and did that (Leddy acquisition)," Yzerman said. "We 

weren't sure if Seattle would go after Dennis or one of our veteran 

defensemen. But ultimately we felt comfortable (after) acquiring Nick." 
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Red Wings’ Steve Yzerman ready for ‘unpredictable’ draft 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

Drafting is never an exact science and reduced in-person scouting 

opportunities across North America and Europe due to the pandemic 

figure to make this weekend’s NHL entry draft even more unpredictable. 

“In some cases, you’re talking about players who didn’t play this year,” 

Detroit Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman said. “For our 

scouting staff, it was a challenge to see some of the players, to travel, to 

get to certain locations. I think Kris (Draper, director of amateur scouting) 

and his staff have been very diligent, very thorough, and really did the 

best they could. But ultimately I would guess this draft class moving 

forward is the most unpredictable of generally a very unpredictable 

process.” 

The Red Wings have two picks in the first round Friday, Nos. 6 and 23 

(which is the 22nd selection because Arizona was stripped of the 11th 

pick for violating 2020 draft combine rules). 

Owen Power, a 6-6 defenseman from Michigan, is projected by most to 

be selected first overall by Buffalo. After that, it gets unpredictable as 

eight or nine players could go in almost any order. 

The Red Wings need more forwards with scoring potential in their 

system, as well as a high-end young goaltender. But that won’t preclude 

them from taking a defenseman at No. 6. 

“We’re going to pick who we think is the best prospect, who has the most 

potential with the sixth pick, regardless of position,” Yzerman said 

Thursday during a pre-draft media Zoom call. “Where we are at (in the 

rebuild) and where we’re picking and the age of the kids, it’s too hard to 

draft for a specific need.” 

Centers Matty Beniers of Michigan and Mason McTavish of 

Peterborough (OHL) are expected to be taken high and might not be 

available at No. 6. If one is, he might be Detroit’s pick. 

Other forward options could include left wing William Eklund 

(Djurgardens, Sweden), the top-ranked European skater in NHL Central 

Scouting’s final rankings. Center/winger Kent Johnson of Michigan and 

right wing Dylan Guenther of Edmonton (WHL) are possibilities as well. 

The Red Wings have a decent stable of defensemen in their system, but 

if they opt to add to the position, possibilities could include Simon 

Edvinsson (Frolunda, Sweden), Luke Hughes (U.S. National Team 

Development Program) or Brandt Clarke (Owen Sound, OHL). 

Hughes is expected to join brothers Quinn (No. 7 to Vancouver in 2018) 

and Jack (No. 1 to New Jersey in 2019) as top-10 picks. He might even 

join Jack with the Devils, who select fourth. 

The Red Wings likely will have the opportunity to draft their potential 

goaltender of the future in Jesper Wallstedt (Lulea, Sweden). He is 

regarded as one of the best goalie prospects coming out of the draft in 

recent years and is expected to be the first-ever Swedish goalie taken in 

the first round. 

But goalies rarely are drafted this high – the most recent to be taken in 

the top six was Carey Price to Montreal in 2005 (fifth). It is more difficult 

to project how a goalie’s talent will translate to the highest level and they 

typically take longer to develop, prompting teams to avoid them high in 

the draft. 

This is the third time in four years the Red Wings will select sixth (they 

took Filip Zadina in 2018 and Moritz Seider in 2019) and the fifth year in 

a row they have a top-10 selection (they took Michael Rasmussen ninth 

in 2017 and Lucas Raymond fourth in 2020). 

Yzerman was asked if trading up from the No. 23 pick, acquired from 

Washington in the Anthony Mantha-Jakub Vrana trade, was a possibility. 

“Trading up or back scenarios are really decisions made during the draft, 

when you see how things are playing out, who’s there and who’s not 

there,” he said. 

Detroit has eight selections in the final six rounds on Saturday, including 

two picks each in the second, fourth and fifth rounds. 

“We scouted and assessed the same way we could, just a lot of it was 

more video,” Yzerman said. “In each country, the (scouts) that were able 

to attend games in person did that. We were limited in our ability of the 

U.S. guys to get into Canada. We were limited to get into Europe. But we 

got all the areas covered that we could see. It’s just a little more 

unpredictable. 

“It’s going to be an interesting day tomorrow, an interesting weekend.” 
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Red Wings acquire goalie Alex Nedeljkovic from Carolina 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings have traded for a young goaltender Thursday 

who has posted exceptional statistics in a small sample size and was a 

finalist for rookie of the year honors this past season. 

The Red Wings acquired Alex Nedeljkovic from the Carolina Hurricanes 

for a third-round pick and the rights to unrestricted free-agent goalie 

Jonathan Bernier. 

Nedeljkovic has agreed to a two-year contract extension with a cap hit of 

$3 million per season. 

Nedeljkovic, 25, appeared in 23 regular season games this past season, 

posting a 15-5-3 record, 1.90 goals-against average and .932 save 

percentage. He was named a finalist for the Calder Trophy, which was 

awarded to Kirill Kaprizov of Minnesota. Nedeljkovic also flourished in the 

playoffs, with a 2.17 GAA and ,920 save percentage in nine games. 

The Red Wings relinquished the 94th overall pick in this year’s draft, 

which they acquired from Vegas in the 2018 Tomas Tatar deal. 

The move gives the Red Wings a veteran/young goaltending combination 

of Thomas Greiss and Nedeljkovic. 

Nedeljkovic (6-0, 189) was a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 

who earned $750,000 last season. The Hurricanes reportedly weren’t 

going to qualify him, fearing he would be awarded too much in arbitration. 

He will be an unrestricted free agent when his Red Wings contract 

expires in 2023. 

The native of Parma, Ohio, was selected 37th overall in 2014 by 

Carolina. He is 21-10-6, with a 2.06 GAA and .926 save percentage over 

parts of four seasons. 

Nedeljkovic played for three seasons with the OHL Plymouth Whalers 

and one year with the Flint Firebirds. 

He played youth hockey in metro Detroit for Belle Tire and was 

teammates with Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin. 
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Red Wings sign Michael Rasmussen to three-year deal 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Detroit Red Wings have signed center Michael Rasmussen to a 

three-year contract extension. 

Rasmussen, 22, made progress this season while adapting to a full-time 

role at center, though his statistics didn’t reflect that (three goals, 12 

points in 40 games). 

Coach Jeff Blashill called the club’s top pick in 2017 (ninth overall) one of 

the team’s most-improved players. His skating was better, and he used 

his 6-6 frame more effectively in battles down low and at the net front, 

where he also was positioned on the power play. 

The deal has a cap hit of $1.46 million. 

Rasmussen has appeared in 102 NHL games over parts of two seasons, 

picking up 11 goals and 19 assists. 

He will still be a restricted free agent when this deal expires in 2024. 

The Red Wings have many other restricted free agents to sign, a list that 

includes forwards Jakub Vrana, Tyler Bertuzzi, Adam Erne, Givani Smith 

and possibly Evgeny Svechnikov, and defensemen Filip Hronek and 

Gustav Lindstrom. 
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NHL mock draft 1-10: Will Red Wings seek offensive help or go for a 

goalie? 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The same 10 names keep surfacing in most NHL mock drafts, but the 

order, after No. 1, is quite different. 

Michigan defenseman Owen Power is the virtual unanimous consensus 

to be selected first overall by the Buffalo Sabres Friday during the first 

round (8 p.m., ESPN2). 

After that, the remainder of the top 10 is unpredictable, as players could 

go in a variety of order. 

The Detroit Red Wings have the No. 6 pick. They could use more 

forwards with goal-scoring potential in their system, especially at center. 

The list of forwards potentially available at that spot includes centers 

Mason McTavish and Kent Johnson and wingers William Eklund and 

Dylan Guenther. 

The Red Wings also need a goaltender with high-end potential, which 

they lack in their system. Jesper Wallstedt is widely regarded as one of 

the best in recent drafts, a possible top-10 pick who figures to be the first 

Swedish goalie ever taken in the first round. 

This is the third time in four years the Red Wings select sixth and their 

fifth consecutive year with a top-10 pick. 

They also select at No. 23 (the 22nd pick due to Arizona’s forfeiture of 

pick 11), a pick acquired from Washington in the Anthony Mantha-Jakub 

Vrana trade. 

The Red Wings have nine more selections on Saturday, including two 

each in the second, third, fourth and fifth rounds. 

Here are MLive’s projected top 10 picks: 

1. Buffalo: Owen Power, D, Michigan (Big Ten) 

He’s big (6-6, 213) and skates well and is at the top of virtually 

everybody’s draft list. Likened to Tampa Bay’s Victor Hedman, Power is 

sure to be the second defenseman selected first overall by the Sabres in 

four years, joining Rasmus Dahlin. 

2. Seattle: Matty Beniers, C, Michigan (Big Ten) 

The Wolverines could very well have the top two picks in the draft. 

Beniers boasts a combination of skills, hockey sense and 

competitiveness. This hard-working two-way center could be the 

Kraken’s first-ever draft choice. 

3. Anaheim: Simon Edvinsson, D, Frolunda (Sweden) 

Another big, strong, mobile, two-way defender (6-4, 198), Edvinsson is a 

good passer and playmaker. He plays with poise, doesn’t get rattled, and 

sees the ice well. 

4. New Jersey: Luke Hughes, D, USNTDP 

Hughes could join brother Jack, a center selected first overall in 2019, 

with the Devils. At 6-2, 184, Luke is bigger than brother Quinn (5-10, 

180), a defenseman taken seventh overall by Vancouver in 2018, but 

they share some traits. Luke is an exceptional skater with offensive skills 

and the ability to defend the cycle, the rush, and the net front. 

5. Columbus: Mason McTavish, C, Peterborough (OHL) 

McTavish (6-1, 207) has been described as a “power center.” He’s a 

highly competitive player who utilizes his size to protect the puck and 

drive to the net. He moves well and can finish or facilitate. 

6. Detroit: Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea (Sweden) 

If McTavish isn’t available, the Red Wings could make a bold move by 

selecting one of the best goaltending prospects to come out of the draft 

in recent years. It’s a glaring need in the organization. Wallstedt is 

expected to be the first Swedish goalie selected in the first round in the 

draft’s history, possibly the highest goalie taken since Carey Price went 

fifth overall to Montreal in 2005. He’ll take some time to develop, but the 

future rewards could be worth it. 

7. San Jose: William Eklund, LW, Djurgardens (Sweden) 

Perhaps this draft is deeper than many think if the top-rated European 

skater, according to NHL Central Scouting, drops this low. Eklund is a 

fast-skating, highly skilled player who should produce at the highest level 

despite his size (5-10, 176). He played in Sweden’s top men’s league last 

season and was named rookie of the year and Swedish Junior Hockey 

Player of the Year. 

8. Los Angeles: Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton (WHL) 

Guenther is a good finisher who can score with a variety of shots and has 

exceptional speed. The right-shooter is comfortable with the puck on his 

stick as a playmaker or at finding open space and setting up in the 

offensive zone. 

9. Vancouver: Kent Johnson, C/LW, Michigan (Big Ten) 

A center who transitioned well to the wing as Beniers’ linemate in his 

freshman season at U-M, Johnson has tremendous offensive ability. He 

dominated in the British Columbia Hockey League the previous year, 

earning MVP honors after leading the league in goals (41), assists (60) 

and points (101) with the Trail Smoke Eaters. 

10. Ottawa: Brandt Clarke, D, Barrie (OHL) 

A good-sized right-shooting defenseman with high-end offensive ability 

and excellent vision. He has a hard, accurate shot and can man the 

power play. After leading OHL rookies in assists (32) in 2019-20, Brandt 

played in Slovakia’s top men’s league in 2021, picking up 13 points in 26 

games. 
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Red Wings lose Dennis Cholowski to Seattle in expansion draft 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

The Seattle Kraken chose untapped potential over a more proven 

commodity Wednesday when selecting a player from the Detroit Red 

Wings in the expansion draft. 

The Kraken took defenseman Dennis Cholowski, the Red Wings’ top pick 

in 2016 (20th). 

The Red Wings drafted Cholowski because of his mobility and offensive 

ability. His defensive deficiencies, however, prevented him from 

maintaining a spot in the lineup. 

The Red Wings, after acquiring veteran Nick Leddy Friday in trade with 

the Islanders, opted to protect Gustav Lindstrom instead of Cholowski. 

Defenseman Troy Stecher also was available to Seattle. 

Cholowski split the 2021 season between AHL Grand Rapids and Detroit, 

where he played in 16 games near the end of the year (one goal, two 

assists). 

Cholowski earned a roster spot with a strong training camp and 

preseason in 2018-19 and again in 2019-20. But defensive mistakes and 

a lack of assertiveness promoted the Red Wings to send him to Grand 

Rapids midway through each season. 

The Kraken passed on Stecher, a five-year veteran of 330 NHL games, 

who could have stepped into their lineup right away. He appeared in 44 

games for Detroit last season (three goals, eight assists) and played a 

key role on Canada’s gold medal-winning World Championship team. 

Stecher, 27, has one year remaining on his contract ($1.7 million), which 

might have influenced Seattle’s decision. Cholowski is under club control 

for a few more years. 

Stecher and Cholowski are both Vancouver natives. 

This leaves the Red Wings with five NHL defensemen on their roster – 

right shooters Filip Hronek, Stecher and Lindstrom and left shots Nick 

Leddy and Danny DeKeyser. Top prospect Moritz Seider, a right-handed 

shot, is expected to step into the lineup at the start of the season. 

The Red Wings are in the market for another left-shooting defenseman 

and would like to re-sign Marc Staal. 

The Kraken also passed on, among others, DeKeyser and forwards 

Vladislav Namestnikov, Evgeny Svechnikov and Frans Nielsen. 

Octopus reveals Cholowski selection 

The Kraken came up with a creative way to reveal their choice from the 

Red Wings, with the help from an Octopus at the Seattle Aquarium. See 

the video below: 

Here is the complete list of players Seattle selected (Vegas was exempt 

from the draft): 

Anaheim Ducks: D Haydn Fleury 

Arizona Coyotes: F Tyler Pitlick 

Boston Bruins: D Jeremy Lauzon 

Buffalo Sabres: D Will Borgen 

Calgary Flames: D Mark Giordano 

Carolina Hurricanes: F Morgan Geekie 

Chicago Blackhawks: F John Quenneville 

Colorado Avalanche: F Joonas Donskoi 

Columbus Blue Jackets: D Gavin Bayreuther 

Dallas Stars: D Jamie Oleksiak 

Detroit Red Wings: D Dennis Cholowski 

Edmonton Oilers: D Adam Larsson 

Florida Panthers: G Chris Driedger 

Los Angeles Kings: D Kurtis MacDermid 

Minnesota Wild: D Carson Soucy 

Montreal Canadiens: D Cale Fleury 

Nashville Predators: F Calle Jarnkrok 

New Jersey Devils: F Nathan Bastian 

New York Islanders: F Jordan Eberle 

New York Rangers: F Colin Blackwell 

Ottawa Senators: G Joey Daccord 

Philadelphia Flyers: F Carsen Twarynski 

Pittsburgh Penguins: F Brandon Tanev 

San Jose Sharks: F Alexander True 

St. Louis Blues: D Vince Dunn 

Tampa Bay Lightning: F Yanni Gourde 

Toronto Maple Leafs: F Jared McCann 

Vancouver Canucks: F Kole Lind 

Washington Capitals: G Vitek Vanecek 

Winnipeg Jets: F Mason Appleton 
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Where things stand for Steve Yzerman and the Red Wings going into the 

NHL Draft 

 

By Max Bultman Jul 23, 2021  

 

After Steve Yzerman woke the NHL from its trade-freeze slumber with 

Thursday’s wave-making deal for goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic, things are 

just getting started for the Red Wings this week. 

The 2021 NHL Draft begins Friday, and even after dealing early-round 

picks to acquire Nedeljkovic and defenseman Nick Leddy in the past 

week, the Red Wings are slated to pick 10 times in the first six rounds. 

After that, unrestricted free agency opens Wednesday, with the Red 

Wings still in need of a left-shot defenseman and, ideally, right-shot 

forwards. Even once that passes, Detroit will have some of its most 

important business to attend to in signing restricted free agents Tyler 

Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana and Filip Hronek. 

There’s a lot to get done, and as Thursday’s trade reminded everyone, 

surprises can drop at a moment’s notice with Yzerman in charge. Here’s 

the latest on where things stand with Detroit entering draft day. 

The Nedeljkovic trade 

Let’s start with the big news of the day, in which the Red Wings flipped 

pending UFA Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick for Nedeljkovic, 

who finished third in Calder Trophy voting this past season. 

“Obviously we have high hopes for Alex based on his performance this 

year in Carolina,” Yzerman said. “Younger guy who we feel has a lot of 

upside, so yeah, we’re pretty excited about it, he did very well this year, 

everyone in our organization is familiar with him from his local ties, 

playing junior and whatnot, so we know his character, his work ethic, his 

competitiveness and, watching him play this year, we felt it was a good 

opportunity to get somewhat of a younger goaltender with still some 

upside and can help us win more games.” 

Nedeljkovic’s NHL resume is short, with just 29 games played, but he 

had an eye-catching .932 save percentage with the Hurricanes this 

season and, perhaps more impressive, trailed only Marc-Andre Fleury 

and Connor Hellebuyck in Goals Saved Above Expected (GSAx) in 2021, 

according to Evolving Hockey. Those, of course, are the past two Vezina 

Trophy winners. 

It’s probably not realistic to think Nedeljkovic can maintain quite that level 

of success while going from one of the league’s best teams in Carolina to 

one of its recent bottom-dwellers in Detroit. And it is noteworthy that the 

contending Hurricanes preferred to go in a different direction from last 

season’s breakout goalie. Count that as a note of caution. 

But the two-year, $3 million AAV contract Nedeljkovic signed with the 

Red Wings is a low-risk deal with major upside. And for what it’s worth, 

Yzerman has had some success with this kind of bet on a goalie before: 

in 2013, when he was in Tampa Bay, Yzerman traded Cory Conacher 

and a fourth-round pick for 26-year-old Ben Bishop — who was in the 

midst of a breakout season posting a .922 save percentage for the 

Senators, but had still played just 36 total NHL games at the time. 

Bishop finished in the top three for the Vezina in two out of the next three 

seasons with the Lightning, posting a .922 save percentage over that 

span. 

That’s certainly not to say that should be the expectation for Nedeljkovic 

— or anything close to it. Every situation is different, and that trade is 

more exception than rule. But there is some precedent for success, and 

the Bishop example certainly highlights the upside of taking a swing like 

this. 

Meanwhile, the cost — giving up Bernier’s negotiating rights and a third-

round pick — was not high, but it was the latest example of Yzerman 

giving up draft assets for “now” help. He explained his logic Thursday, 

highlighting the need to surround Detroit’s young players with a more 

competitive team. 

“We have so many picks, at some point we need to put players on the 

ice, put a team on the ice,” Yzerman said. “In our position, it’s difficult to 

get those real impact free agents. The way you can get some players on 

reasonable contracts is via trade, as we did with Marc Staal last year, we 

(did) for Nick Leddy this year. So we’re trying to surround our younger 

players with good players to help them develop — a good partner for Fil 

Hronek, strong goaltending, some forwards that can complement Dylan 

(Larkin) and all of our guys. 

“I just think it’s important there’s a balance. We’re not going to sell all of 

our assets, our draft picks off. But somewhere along the way, you kind of 

balance trying to be a little bit more competitive with rebuilding.” 

In Nedeljkovic, they were able to find a piece who projects to help them 

be competitive now and is young enough to potentially still be near his 

prime age range when the team turns the corner. 

“He’s relatively inexperienced at the NHL level, but we think he’s got real 

good potential and has a chance to play for us for a number of years,” 

Yzerman said. 

Rasmussen extended 

What might have been the story of the day in Detroit had it not been for 

the trade: The Red Wings signed Michael Rasmussen a three-year 

contract extension, which The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported will pay 

$1 million in its first year, $1.48 million in its second year and $1.9 million 

in its third year — an AAV of $1.46 million. 

That could become a really good number for the Red Wings as 

Rasmussen continues to develop. The 6-foot-6 centerman took big 

strides (no pun intended) over the course of the season and projects into 

Detroit’s top nine next season. He potentially could be used on both 

special teams as he continues to develop, particularly if he’s able to tap 

into more offense, and become a valuable piece for the Red Wings. He’ll 

be an RFA once again when the deal is up. 

Rasmussen was just one of several important RFAs the Red Wings will 

need to sign this offseason, with forwards Bertuzzi, Vrana and Hronek at 

the top of that list. Yzerman said Thursday he expects to get those 

players signed but indicated those negotiations may take a back seat to 

the more time-sensitive business of the coming days. 

“From a team perspective, we’re focused on the draft this week(end) 

anyway, and next week it’ll get into unrestricted free agency for a few 

days,” Yzerman said. “So the agents, I believe, of all the players are kind 

of focusing on their unrestricted guys. … So we get into next week and 

then really hopefully bear down and get to work on all the restricted free 

agents.” 

He was asked directly about Bertuzzi, whose name has come up in trade 

speculation this offseason. Yzerman didn’t wade into those waters, 

saying only that teams have called about “all of” the Red Wings’ good 

players and that that “happens all the time.” 

“Our goal is to figure out a deal (on a new contract),” Yzerman said. “We 

want to keep Tyler here in the organization. We like him as a player, we 

certainly like him as a person, and it’s my hope that we can figure 

something out that he remains with the Red Wings not only beyond this 

year but for a number of years in the future.” 

The draft 

To no surprise, Yzerman once again reiterated his intention to pick the 

best prospect available at No. 6 on Friday. 

“Where we are at and where we’re picking and the age of the kids, it’s 

too hard to really — I think — draft for a specific need,” Yzerman said, 

contrasting the NHL Draft to the more typically plug-and-play NFL and 

NBA drafts. 

“I believe in our situation in the NHL that you take who you feel is the 

best prospect, and you try to balance it all out with your depth chart of 

prospects, but ultimately, especially in the first round, I think you need to 

go with the best prospect.” 

No shocker there, and also no indication of where Detroit might be 

leaning. 

Yzerman also didn’t shed much light on whether he might be interested 

in trading up in the draft from the Red Wings’ second first-round pick at 

No. 23 (via Washington). 

“Trading up or back scenarios really are decisions made during the draft,” 

he said. “Kind of when you see how things are playing out and who’s 

there or who’s not there — you kind of make those decisions along the 



way, so to sit here and say, ‘Yeah, we’d like to trade up or trade back,’ I 

don’t know at this point. We’ll see tomorrow.” 

No light shed, which is pretty much how you know it’s time for the draft to 

start. 

Schedule announced 

Finally, the NHL released its schedule Thursday night. Of note, Detroit 

will open the season at Little Caesars Arena on Oct. 14, hosting the 

defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning to kick off a four-game 

homestand against the Lightning, Canucks, Blue Jackets and Flames. 

Other notable games: Former Red Wing Anthony Mantha will make his 

first return to Detroit on Nov. 11 with the Capitals, and the Red Wings will 

get their first look at the NHL’s 32nd franchise on Dec. 1 when the 

Seattle Kraken come to town. 
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Red Wings get their goalie: What trading for Alex Nedeljkovic means for 

Detroit’s future 

 

By Max Bultman Jul 22, 2021  

 

It took less than an hour from the lifting of the NHL’s trade freeze for the 

Red Wings to make a deal. And it’s a big one. 

Detroit acquired 25-year-old goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic from the 

Hurricanes Thursday in exchange for pending UFA Jonathan Bernier and 

the 94th pick in Friday’s NHL Draft. That pick was the later of Detroit’s 

two third-rounders, originally acquired from Vegas in the Tomas Tatar 

trade in 2018. 

The short-term impact is clear: out goes Bernier, who had been a rock for 

Detroit the past two seasons, and in comes Nedeljkovic — a 25-year-old 

with just 29 NHL starts in his career, but who really blossomed last 

season, posting a .932 save percentage in 23 games en route to finishing 

third for the Calder Trophy. The Red Wings immediately signed 

Nedeljkovic to a two-year contract carrying a $3 million average annual 

value, his agent Rich Evans tweeted. 

How Nedeljkovic will compare to Bernier next season remains to be 

seen: Nedeljkovic certainly had the bigger numbers last year, by both 

traditional and advanced stats, but he has a shorter NHL track record 

and, famously, was on waivers just six months ago. Some regression 

would seem likely in transitioning from one of the league’s best blue lines 

in Carolina to a young, rebuilding one in Detroit. 

He’s still a former second-round pick who last season seemed to seize 

his opportunity, though, and for that reason, there is real potential for 

Detroit to reap immediate benefits here. 

The real upside in this trade, however, lies in Nedeljkovic’s runway. The 

Red Wings simply had no other young netminder with an obvious future 

as an NHL starter (although they certainly have some with potential). For 

a team that has been geared toward the future in seemingly every way 

for the last few years, the lack of “goalie of the future” potential was one 

of the most striking holes in the pipeline. And in some ways, that question 

does remain, because the Red Wings will inevitably need to develop 

NHL-level goaltending at some point. 

Thursday, though, they really helped their future outlook with a ready-

made NHL goaltender who could also develop into that crucial long-term 

piece. 

Nedeljkovic’s contract is for just two years and will make him a UFA at its 

conclusion, which reflects that this is still a bit of a bet for Detroit. They’re 

not locking in long-term right away here — and given the short track 

record and variance inherent to the position, that’s probably the right call. 

His numbers last year, though, were enough to believe that Nedeljkovic’s 

breakout could be legit. In addition to his monster save percentage, 

Nedeljkovic was third in the NHL in Evolving Hockey’s Goals Saved 

Above Expected metric at 12.92. The only two goalies ahead of him: the 

last two Vezina Trophy winners, Connor Hellebuyck and Marc-Andre 

Fleury. 

And even if the Hurricanes’ outstanding blue line helped him overall, the 

Red Wings were also an improved defensive team last season and 

should continue to progress in that department as their young players 

continue to develop. That includes top prospect Moritz Seider, expected 

to debut this coming season. 

Nedeljkovic will be tested in his new environment, and time will tell how 

he responds to the adversity of playing for a team that still figures to 

project toward the bottom of the league. Real challenges are coming his 

way. 

But the upside potential for the Red Wings here is obvious. If 

Nedeljkovic’s breakthrough 2021 proves to be the real deal, then for the 

price of the third-round pick Detroit will have hit a home run. At a 

minimum, they’ve given themselves a chance to solve their long-term 

goalie question with an up-and-comer with ties to the area — Nedeljkovic 

is from Parma, Ohio, and played on the Belle Tire 16U team with Dylan 

Larkin in 2011-12. 

There’s no guarantee he will, indeed, be the long-term answer for the 

Red Wings. But it was a no-brainer bet for Detroit to make. 
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NHL trade grades: Red Wings take a chance on Alex Nedeljkovic, 

Hurricanes get little in return 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Jul 22, 2021  

 

The Trade 

Red Wings get: goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Hurricanes get: goalie Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick in 2021. 

The Grades 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Goalies. Can’t live with ’em, can’t live without ’em. 

They are by far the hardest position to evaluate and that makes 

analyzing any deal including them tricky. Carolina knows this well and for 

a long time has struggled to get capable goaltending. That changed this 

year and it changed mostly because of Alex Nedeljkovic, the team’s 

playoff starter and league leader in save percentage. Prior to the season 

starting, he was available on waivers for free to anybody that wanted him 

and passed through. After just 23 games there are zero certainties 

between those two extremes. 

Perhaps that’s why Carolina didn’t want to pay up, but it’s hard to see this 

making sense for a goalie who ranked third in goals saved above 

expected this year behind only Marc-Andre Fleury and Connor 

Hellebuyck with 13. By GSVA, Nedeljkovic’s rating is exorbitantly high at 

2.5 wins per 50 starts – and that’s after a heavy dose of regression – 

which makes giving him up for a third and the rights to Jonathan Bernier 

very strange. I understand the trepidation given the uncertainty as there 

is still a real chance what we saw from Nedeljkovic was a fluke (or driven 

by the team in front of him in a way public models don’t see), but the 

asking price didn’t seem that high. Nedeljkovic has signed with the Red 

Wings for just $3 million per on a two-year deal which has high potential 

to be a bargain. 

For Detroit, the Red Wings have the cap space to take the risk on a guy 

who showed last year he has a very high ceiling. They have the cap 

space to take a chance on him continuing at that level and paid 

extremely little to make it happen. He’s a clear upgrade over Bernier if he 

can keep up his play and that makes Detroit a better team than it was 

yesterday, ready to start climbing out of the basement. With his age and 

what he’s shown, Nedeljkovic is a potentially strong starting goaltender, 

and that’s a slam dunk for the Red Wings. 

Hurricanes grade: C- 

Red Wings grade: A 

Sean Gentille: We’ll start with the half of the deal that makes obvious 

sense. The Red Wings needed a goalie. Not even a good one, 

necessarily, just someone who could be counted on to make actual 

starts. Last season, Bernier and Thomas Greiss split time. Both were 

competent. Both are also in their 30s and Bernier is about to hit free 

agency. That represents a short-term need, even for a rebuilding team. 

Nedeljkovic (25 years old, .932 save percentage) checks that box. He 

also, by virtue of the two-year, $3 million AAV deal he signed with the 

Red Wings shortly after the deal, carries the potential for more. Is the 

sample size huge? Nope. But there’s a chance Nedelkovic is an actual 

long-term answer for a team that isn’t particularly concerned about 

standings points in 2022. Throw in the low-risk cost and the fact that the 

organizational goalie pipeline is, as Max Bultman put it “highly uncertain,” 

and this looks good for Detroit. 

On the Carolina end … huh. Here’s where it makes some sense: Could 

Nedeljkovic, had he headed to arbitration, wound up with, say, a $5.5 

million award? That would’ve kneecapped some of Carolina’s offseason 

plans. Cap flexibility counts for something. Also, before his star turn in 

the spring, Nedeljkovic was a career .904 AHL goalie who’d just passed 

through waivers. They weren’t fully sold on him. That’s not unreasonable. 

Still, the deal Nedeljkovic immediately signed with the Red Wings is 

eminently reasonable — and he was a major reason the Hurricanes took 

a jump forward in 2021. Worrying about a $5.5 cap hit makes sense. 

Worrying about a $3 million hit, less so. That’s what Nedeljkovic wound 

up accepting from a terrible team he’s never played for. The path to an 

extension was clear. 

Beyond that — and this is the portion the fanbase seems primed to freak 

out about — one of the best teams in the Eastern Conference currently 

has no NHL goalies under contract. Bernier is a UFA. Petr Mrazek is as 

well. James Reimer, part of the rotation in Carolina in recent seasons? 

Yep, him too. And they just sent out a young, productive fan favorite over 

a couple million dollars per season. If the end result here is the Canes 

bringing back Mrazek (who has been quite good when healthy over the 

last three years) and doing work elsewhere (as we all glance in Dougie 

Hamilton’s direction), it’ll all come out in the wash. It’s far too early to 

assume that, though, and far easier to imagine the game of goalie 

musical chairs ending with the Hurricanes on their feet. 

Hurricanes grade: D+ 

Red Wings grade: A 
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Oilers Notes: With Larsson gone Ristolainen could be target 

 

Jim Matheson Edmonton Journal 

 

Oscar Klefbom and Adam Larsson were once Ken Holland’s no 

maintenance, very effective defence pairing. 

Now, Klefbom may never play again because of arthritis in his shoulder 

and Larsson decided he would rather play in Seattle than here, with likely 

the same offer from the Edmonton Oilers GM. So now what? 

“Make a new plan,” said Holland. 

After Klefbom missed this past season and will go on long-term injury 

status for 2021-22, Holland filled the left-side Klefbom hole with Duncan 

Keith for two years in a trade before the expansion draft. 

But, Larsson was supposed to play with Keith. 

Holland didn’t say he was blindsided by Larsson moving on because he 

had given Larsson’s agent J.P. Barry the OK to talk to other teams prior 

to July 28. But, he wanted him back. 

“I thought we were very close to a deal a month ago … I made three or 

four or five different offers through June and July,” said Holland. 

“But I went to his agent a week ago and said if Adam wanted to explore 

the market he had the green light to know what his options were in the 

hope his best option was in Edmonton. But I woke up to a text 

(Wednesday) early morning saying Adam had agreed to a deal with 

Seattle (four years, $4 million per season). 

“We’ve lost an important player on and off the ice … important players 

are hard to replace if you don’t have them internally and have to go the 

marketplace.” 

Sometimes you do have a younger replacement. But Holland now needs 

a like-minded, hard-to-play-against shutdown right D to replace Larsson. 

A trade makes more sense, like Buffalo’s Rasmus Ristolainen, 26, ($5.4 

mil cap hit), great work ethic, is tired of losing, with the caveat he’s UFA 

next summer. Holland has checked in on the Finn who has played 542 

games; it would cost him a good prospect and a fairly good draft pick, 

most likely. 

Or he could look at Colorado’s right-shot Erik Johnson, 33, who makes 

$6 million for two more years there but if the Avs would eat $2 million 

each year, that’s $4 million (Larsson) out and $4 mil. 

If they are going the free-agent route, then David Savard, who won a Cup 

ring in Tampa and plays exactly same style as Larsson. But half a dozen 

teams will be bidding for Savard, 31. 

He is not in the market for free-agent Dougie Hamilton. 

“We’re not looking at $8 million defenceman,” said Holland. “We’re not in 

the big-game hunting mode.” 

He would bring Tyson Barrie back and has talked to his agent Pat 

Brisson, but maybe only three years so he doesn’t block the 

advancement of Evan Bouchard as a power-play offensive D. 

“Evan’s going to be an every-night player for us, that’s our expectation,” 

said Holland. 

Holland has to keep some money aside to re-sign some of his young 

players which is why he’s not in the Hamilton hunt. 

“We have more cap room now, but Darnell Nurse is making $5.6 million 

and will be an unrestricted free-agent after next season. Jesse Puljujarvi 

makes $1.175 million and will be unrestricted after 21-22 Ethan Bear 

makes $2 million and is restricted next year,” he said. 

BOOK OF HYMAN 

Forward Zach Hyman was here Wednesday to see the city and rink after 

Toronto gave the UFA winger permission to talk to teams prior to July 28. 

“Certainly he’s a player we’re very interested in,” said Holland, who is 

looking at seven or eight years to keep the salary cap average in the $5 

million range. 

There might be a sign-and-trade with the Leafs working out a deal for 

eight years (only teams who have a player’s rights can go eight, 

everybody else is seven or lower), and flipping him to the Oilers for a 

player or draft picks. Hyman has to tell Oilers he wants to play for them, 

first, before Leafs step into the picture. 

“If by next Wednesday we get the information that he’d like to sign with 

us, then I’ll talk to Toronto about what the cost is. We’re a long ways from 

that,” he said. 

Hyman does lots of heavy lifting in the corners and around the net for the 

stars in Toronto. He would do the same here, and well, but he is 29, with 

some lost tread on his tires. Holland is in business to win now, though. If 

he can keep the cap number down, term isn’t a big deal. 

The Oilers may be thinking $5.5 million for seven years for Hyman, but if 

they can get Leafs involved for eight years in a sign and trade, maybe it 

can drop to $5.1 mil (Ryan Nugent-Hopkins money). 

This ‘n that: Holland re-signed goalie Mike Smith to a two-year $4.4 

million deal ($1.9 million this season and $2.5 million in 22-2 … Holland 

said he won’t qualify restricted free-agent forwards Jujhar Khaira and 

Dominik Kahun to keep their rights so both will be UFA July 28. If Khaira 

doesn’t get another offer, they would like to bring him back, but in the 

$900,000 range … Ex-Oiler Kelly Buchberger, who was head coach in 

Tri-City (WHL), has hired on as assistant coach of Canadiens AHL farm 

team in Laval. 
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Oilers open 2021-22 NHL season at home against Canucks 

There will be a two-week break for possible Olympic participation in 

February plus the all-star festivities in Vegas which pushes the season 

schedule back 

 

Jim Matheson Edmonton Journal 

 

After the shortened pandemic season, The Edmonton Oilers will open 

their 82-game, 2021-22 NHL campaign at home Oct. 13, and end it April 

28 at Rogers Place. 

There will be a two-week break for possible Olympic participation in 

February plus the all-star festivities in Vegas which pushes the season 

schedule back. 

The Oilers start here against Vancouver, then have home games Oct. 16 

against Calgary and Oct. 19 against Anaheim, so three in a row to kick 

off the season. They finish the 21-22 season against San Jose here. 

There are no two or three-game series sets against divisional opponents 

this season, like the 56-game 2021 season with the Canadian division, 

even though the NHL players were strongly for it staying on for rest and 

recovery, plus rivalries. 

The Oilers will play Calgary, Vegas, San Jose and Los Angeles four 

times (two home, two away) in the Pacific Division and Vancouver, 

Anaheim and Seattle on three occasions with the unbalanced schedule. 

The Kraken will only be at Rogers Nov. 1 when Adam Larsson returns 

after signing there. 

They play 26 games against their own division, 24 against the Central 

Division teams and 32 against the Eastern Conference clubs. They will 

twice play eight straight games on the road — the second around the All-

star/Olympics break, the first eight in a row away from here from Dec. 22 

to Jan. 5, with a breather for Christmas in in the middle when the world 

junior tournament takes over Rogers Place once again. 

Toronto and Montreal will only be here once, so get out your team 

jerseys. 

• The Maple Leafs come to Rogers Dec. 14. 

• The Canadiens are here March 5, 2022. 

Other important dates: 

• Pittsburgh and Sidney Crosby drop by Dec. 1. 

• Boston’s at Rogers Place Dec. 9. 

The Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning are at Rogers March 

12, 2022. 

The eight-game Oiler trips away: 

The Oilers are in Los Angeles and San Jose Dec. 22-23. Then after the 

Christmas break they go to Calgary Dec. 27, St. Louis Dec. 29, New 

Jersey Dec. 31, Long Island Jan. 1, New York Rangers Jan. 3 and 

Toronto Jan. 5. 

They are also away from Rogers Place from Jan. 29-March 3. 

They play in Montreal, Ottawa and Washington Jan 29, Jan. 31 and Feb. 

2. Then after the All-star game and the Olympic break, they are away in 

Tampa (Feb. 23), Florida (Feb. 26), Carolina (Feb. 27), Philadelphia 

(March 1) and Chicago (March 3). 

In a twist, the Oilers have to travel all the way to Columbus and 

Pittsburgh for a two-game road trip just before winding up things at home 

against the Sharks. 
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Goalie Sebastian Cossa would create buzz as first-round pick for Oilers 

The Edmonton Oilers have goalie Sebastian Cossa very high on their list, 

along with agitating left-wing shooter Brennan Othmann, who played in 

Switzerland this winter with the OHL shut down because of COVID-19 

 

Jim Matheson Edmonton Journal 

 

Pre-NHL draft head amateur scouts always say; “we’ll take the best 

player available,” when it’s their turn to pick in Round 1, when you 

scream for a quote like: “If the four guys we want at our pick are all gone, 

I’m going for a few beers.” 

We know the Edmonton Oilers are not taking a defenceman at No. 20 

with their deep prospect pool there. 

But a goalie? 

Absolutely; they have Edmonton Oil Kings goalie Sebastian Cossa very 

high on their list, along with agitating left-wing shooter Brennan Othmann, 

who played in Switzerland this winter with the OHL shut down because of 

COVID-19. 

In their first-round area, they also have rangy right-winger Oskar 

Olausson, who played on Sweden’s world junior team last Christmas 

here) or any of three Quebec League forwards—Zach L’Heureux, Zach 

Bolduc or Xavier Bourgault. 

But who knows if they change gears. 

With no second or third-round picks, maybe they trade back from 20 for a 

later first-rounder and somebody’s second-round selection. Then you’ve 

got Swedish winger Simon Robertsson whose dad Bert played briefly 

here or maybe Shane Doan’s son Josh, a forward off to Arizona State. 

But, in a perfect world, the Oilers, who own the WHL Oil Kings, want 

either Swedish goalie Jesper Wallstedt or Cossa, who is in their 

backyard, even if they have Stuart Skinner in Bakersfield. 

They’ve set aside a suite at Rogers Place Friday night for Cossa and 

teammate Dylan Guenther to watch the opening round on TV. 

The Oilers will be watching where Cossa goes, intently because he’s that 

good. There’s a reasonable chance some other team will beat them to it. 

Like Chicago (11) or Calgary (12). He’s talked to Detroit a ton, too, but 

they pick sixth, as well as 25th. 

“For me, Cossa and Wallstedt are along the lines of (Andrei) Vasilevskiiy 

… they’re as close to be ready for the NHL as any forward taken,” said 

TSN’s draft expert Craig Button. “I believe they’re two years away 

because of they’e advanced technically and have all the kills. A lot of 

teams are looking at goalies, though.” 

Cossa (38-7-4 over last two seasons, .931 save percentage) considers 

himself the No. 1 goalie, and he might well be. 

“Definitely,” said Cossa, who turns 19 in November. “I’m just confident 

with my game, the work I’ve put in. I don’t see anything stopping me from 

where I want to be.” 

Cossa is a six-foot-seven, 210-pound goalie who wears size 15 shoes 

that he orders online and size 13 custom-made Bauer skates, with his 

game growing as much as his body.He was just invited to Canada’s 

world junior team development camp July 28-Aug. 4, along with 

Kamloops goalie Dylan Garand, who was back-up to Devon Levi on last 

Christmas World Junior silver medal team and Tristan Lennox, who was 

a camp cut. 

Cossa probably has one more year with the Oil Kings, then he’ll turn pro 

rather than play as an overage junior. 

He would love to be on the Canadian team this Christmas, even when all 

the focus is on the goalies at the World Juniors. 

“That’s why I became a goalie, being the last guy (back), the villain, I love 

the pressure of that,” said Cossa, who grew up in Fort McMurray and 

lived through the devastating fires there when he was 13. 

“It was definitely scary when the fires were still burning. We were out of 

our house for three months. Very fortunate our house wasn’t affected, 

just smoke damage,” said Cossa, who stayed with an aunt in Calgary. 

Cossa was a second-round pick (36th overall) in the 2017 WHL Bantam 

Draft, the fourth goalie taken, actually. He hurt his hand that season. 

“The Bantam AAA all-star game practice … somebody had a breakaway 

and I fell back and cut my wrist on my own skate. Severed a nerve, but 

fortunately, not the tendons above it. The mobility part wasn’t an issue on 

my catching hand,” he said. 

Now we’ll see which team grabs him. 

Best attribute: his size and athletic ability. Second, his fire. 

“He wants the net and wants to win badly,” said Oil Kings GM Kirt Hill. 

“Cossa’s flexibility for a big guy is very good. His rebound control, he 

closes all the gaps. With bigger goalies things can get a little holey when 

moving side to side but he stays compact and smothers a lot of pucks.” 

“Cossa’s so smart at reading plays. He makes a ton of cross-ice, one-

time saves,” said former NHL goalie/Central Scouting Bureau expert Al 

Jensen. “Sebastian and Jesper are head and shoulders above the rest of 

the goalie class.” 

Taking a goalie in Round 1 has always been a nervous call because they 

take longer to develop, but the success of Vasilevskiiy in Tampa (19th 

pick in 2012) has changed minds. 

You can never have too many young ones in a pipeline. 

“I remember one year in Washington, where in the first round, they took 

Olaf Kolzig. Second round, they select Byron Dafoe. And (coach) Bryan 

Murray looks at (GM) David Poile and says ‘have we already given up on 

the first guy?’” laughed Button. “I recall the Oilers had Andy Moog and 

drafted Grant Fuhr, too. Stuart Skinner had a really good year in 

Bakersfield and if he continues to progress, and I have no doubt he will, 

he’ll be in the NHL, but that doesn’t mean you don’t take Cossa.” 
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Ken Holland all-in trying to make Oilers a contender 

The Oilers GM finally has salary-cap room to make the NHL team better, 

and he confessed that, because of the McDavid-Draisaitl Window, he is 

going forward with a strategy of using term as the hook to land a few big 

free agents. 

 

Terry Jones 

 

With every day, the Edmonton Oilers become a different hockey club. 

But at the end of the day will they be a better hockey club? Will they be a 

better regular season team? And, particularly, will they be a better playoff 

team? 

The move de jour on the table Thursday of free agent Zach Hyman 

making the move from Toronto to Edmonton for Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 

money would definitely make the Oilers top six complete. 

Both Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl would have a Nuge when they 

play apart. When the Dynamic Duo is together, Nugent-Hopkins would go 

to centre with Hyman. 

And that, almost certainly, would make the Oilers a better team. 

The Oilers fan base is definitely on a wild ride this week and next week. 

First they’re up with the acquisition of three-time Stanley Cup champion, 

two-time Norris Trophy winner Duncan Keith. 

Then they’re gutted by the difficult to deal with decision by second pairing 

stay-at-home defenceman Adam Larsson not to stay at home — to 

divorce the Dynamic Duo and depart to the expansion Seattle Kraken for 

the same money. Then they’re thrown in a different direction with the 

two-year deal for 39-year-old netminder Mike Smith. 

Normally, this is the time of year when hockey general managers take 

their holidays. 

Normally, the NHL Draft in late June is well in the rear view mirror, free 

agent frenzy would have peaked three weeks ago and only a handful of 

available players would be left left out there. And there would have been 

no expansion draft to wedge in there. 

But as broadcaster Bob Cole would call it right now “Everything is 

happening!” 

And it’s the ultimate stress test for almost everybody in the game, 

particularly if you are involved working for a team like the Edmonton 

Oilers, cheering for them or even covering them. 

There’s a lot of swing on what happens during these couple of weeks 

with the Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl Window is now wide-open, 

salary cap space finally available and there way more moving parts than 

usual. 

Thursday, in answer to a question posed by Ryan Rishaug of TSN on 

Holland’s pre-draft Zoom call, the Oilers general manager wasn’t overly 

revealing about much. But he was quite candid about that. 

In handcuffs in his first two years on the job because of the salary cap, 

Holland finally has salary cap room to make the Oilers better and he 

confessed that, because of the McDavid-Draisaitl Window, he is going 

forward with a strategy of using term as the hook to land a few big fish. 

That is definitely what he’s dangling out there to Hyman with either seven 

or the maximum eight years at $5 million and change type money. 

“The answer would be yes. I think that when we had the press 

conference announcing the extension to Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. 

“Ryan went from a cap number of $6 million to a cap number of $5.1. 

When you are 28-years of age and in the prime of your career, not too 

often do their cap numbers go down. So in return to get a reduced cap 

number I went to the max length of eight years. 

“I’ve been here for two years and I don’t know how many times I’ve been 

asked by the media ‘Do I feel pressure to try to win now?’ 

“The last couple of years we didn’t have a lot of cap space. We obviously 

filled a lot of holes with players making a million dollars a year. We have 

some more cap space now so I am going to maximize that cap space. If 

players that I think are going to be important to this team, would I 

consider giving term to get more cap space, that’s something I would 

consider. 

“Obviously we have some great young players. Connor is 24. Leon is 25. 

Darnell Nurse is 26. Nuge is 28. There are other players in there. We 

have a core group of players that are in their prime now. 

“I have to put players on the team thinking that they’re going to be good 

two and three years from now. It has to be about being the best we can 

be on an every night, every year basis.” 

I wrote that with the Nugent-Hopkins signing but it was interesting. 

Especially considering the shocking decision by Larsson, to hear Holland 

come out and put it up front and on the table — almost advertising the 

fact — like he did Thursday. 

If Holland lands Hyman, as expected, he’ll likely have $12 million to work 

with to replace Larsson, find a third line centre and a back up goalie. 

There’s a way and the will to do it. 
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What I’m hearing about the Oilers offseason 3.0: Is Zach Hyman coming 

to Edmonton? Top Oilers draft targets? 

 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman Jul 22, 2021  

 

Where there’s smoke, there’s often fire — and there’s a ton of smoke 

surrounding Zach Hyman and the Oilers right now. 

Edmonton appears to be the clear frontrunner to land the pending free 

agent winger. Until a trade comes down and/or a contract is signed, 

never assume anything. But it sure seems like we’re heading toward a 

marriage here — either on July 28, when free agency opens, or before 

that if there’s a trade involved. 

(Credit to TSN 1260’s Jason Gregor, who was the first to report Hyman 

met with the Oilers on Wednesday, and to the Toronto Star’s Kevin 

McGran, who’s been all over this story since last week.) 

After the Maple Leafs granted Hyman and his agent, Todd Reynolds, 

permission to speak with other teams around the NHL last week, the 

Oilers quickly emerged as one of the favourites to land the gritty forward. 

Hyman is the type of player the Oilers covet: a top-six winger, ideally 

someone capable of skating on Connor McDavid’s left side, with skill and 

who is feisty and tough to play against. How much and for how long 

would they be willing to pay someone who fits that bill — but is 29 and 

missed 43 games over the past three seasons (mostly because of knee 

injuries)? 

The answer is probably a lot for a long time. 

The only way they can bring on Hyman for the maximum eight years is if 

Toronto signs him first and trades him to the Oilers. (Teams can exceed 

the $81.5 million salary cap by 10 percent during the offseason.) That 

might happen. The expectation is a long-term contract offer — likely six 

or seven years — if the Oilers just acquire Hyman’s rights or manage to 

wait until free agency starts next Wednesday. 

Term is not an issue for the Oilers this offseason. We saw it with the 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins max-term extension. The length allowed the cap 

hit to be reduced. The Oilers were willing to do something similar by 

offering Adam Larsson a fifth year, as noted Wednesday, but to no avail. 

That’s also the reason they’re expected to sign 39-year-old goaltender 

Mike Smith for two years rather than one as early as Thursday. 

Regardless of the term for Hyman, expect the first digit of the salary to 

start with a five. If it’s an eight-year deal, the average annual value will 

likely be between $5 million and $5.125 million, according to a source. 

That would be a big ticket for Hyman and probably an overpay — notably 

in the latter stages of the contract. 

However, the Oilers’ window to win is seemingly opening, and it might 

not be long before it closes. Leon Draisaitl is under contract for the next 

four years, and McDavid is five years shy of potential free agency. 

The Oilers are trying to be the best team they can be during that time 

frame. Rightly or wrongly, it doesn’t appear as though they’re nearly as 

concerned if that’s followed by a dip. 

Possible NHL draft targets 

As the league transitions from the expansion draft to the entry draft this 

weekend, here are a couple of names to watch for the Oilers: centres 

Cole Sillinger and Chaz Lucius. 

Forward is an organizational need and those are two prospects I’ve 

heard linked to the Oilers. The only question is whether either one of 

them slides to pick No. 20 — which is 19th overall because of Arizona’s 

forfeited first-round pick. 

The industry scuttlebutt suggests both Sillinger and Lucius are likely to 

be off the board by the time the Oilers are picking. For instance, our 

Corey Pronman and Scott Wheeler have them going 11th and 12th, 

respectively, on their big board. Pronman tabbed Sillinger to be selected 

14th and Lucius to be chosen 16th in his latest mock draft. Wheeler had 

Lucius 10th and Sillinger 12th in his most recent mock. 

Sillinger, the son of former journeyman NHL forward Mike Sillinger, spent 

this past season with the USHL’s Sioux Falls Stampede because of the 

uncertainty regarding if or when the WHL would begin play. He’s 

expected to return to the Medicine Hat Tigers next season. The 

lefthanded pivot helped his draft status immensely by scoring 24 goals 

and recording 46 points in 31 games. 

Lucius, conversely, might have had his stock drop after being hampered 

by a knee injury. He also missed competing in this year’s Under-18 World 

Hockey Championship for the United States because of a pre-

tournament illness. But there’s no denying Lucius can score. The righty 

had 13 goals (to go along with five assists) in 12 games with the U.S. 

National Development Team. 

The Oilers aren’t ruling out selecting a goaltender, a wise choice because 

they don’t have a clear-cut netminder of the future within the organization 

and there are two excellent options slated to go in the first round. Barring 

a last-minute change, my understanding is the Oilers’ preference is 

Sweden’s Jesper Wallstedt over Sebastian Cossa of WHL’s Edmonton 

Oil Kings if they had their druthers. 

Again, it’s unlikely either goalie gets to the Oilers. Pronman and Wheeler 

have Wallstedt at 10th and Cossa at 16th. Pronman’s latest mock has 

Cossa 10th and Wallstedt 12th — back-to-back since No. 11 belongs (or 

doesn’t belong) to Arizona. Wheeler’s most recent mock has Wallstedt 

12th and Cossa 14th. 

To be clear, it isn’t these players or dust for the Oilers. But it’s entirely 

possible they move down in the first round of the draft to acquire another 

selection or two. The Oilers have just four picks in the draft and aren’t 

scheduled to select again until the fourth round (116th) after their first-

round choice. 
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Panthers announce schedule with opener set for Oct. 14. Rematch with 

Lightning soon after 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

 

After one of the best seasons in franchise history, the Florida Panthers 

will be back in action in October to kick off the 2021-22 NHL season. 

The Panthers will play open the season with a pair of home games in 

Sunrise on Oct. 14 and 16, against the Pittsburgh Penguins and New 

York Islanders, respectively, and they’ll close the season April 29 against 

the Montreal Canadiens. They’ll have their first meeting against the 

defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning on Oct. 19 in 

Tampa. They’ll return to Amalie Arena on Nov. 13, and host their in-state 

rival Dec. 30 and April 24 for their home finale. 

Florida will also get to play every team in the NHL next season after only 

playing its seven Central Division opponents in the shortened, realigned 

2020-21 NHL season. After playing only 56 games last year because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the NHL is back to its usual 82-game slate and 

teams are back in their old divisions, which means the Panthers are back 

in the Atlantic Division with the Boston Bruins, Buffalo Sabres, Detroit 

Red Wings, Toronto Maple Leafs, Ottawa Senators, Canadiens and 

Tampa Bay. 

The league has also built in a break for the 2022 Winter Olympics in 

February. The NHL, however, has still not committed to having its players 

compete in Beijing. Florida will not play between Feb. 1 and 24. The 

league will also hold the 2022 NHL All-Star Game in Las Vegas during 

the Olympic break. 

Times and TV schedules will be announced at a later date. The league 

unveiled the schedule Thursday on ESPN. 

The Panthers’ four longest homestands are a series of four-game sets at 

the BB&T Center from Nov. 16-24, Nov. 27-Dec. 4, Dec. 29-Jan. 4 and 

Feb. 24-March 5. Florida will play 8 of 9 games at home from Nov. 16-

Dec. 4 and the Dec. 9-Jan. 4 homestand includes a game on New Year’s 

Day against Montreal. 

With the Canadiens and Lightning in the Atlantic, the Panthers are in the 

same division as the two Stanley Cup finalists from the previous season 

for the second straight year. 

Florida’s longest road trip is in March, when it plays seven in a row from 

March 13-27. The Panthers will play nine road games in the month. 

Florida will also have its first meetings with the Seattle Kraken this 

season. The Panthers will host the Kraken — and former goaltender 

Chris Driedger — on Nov. 27 and go to Seattle on Jan. 23. 

With the Kraken giving the league 32 teams, each team will play a home-

and-home with its nonconference opponents, to go along with 26 

divisional games and 24 against conference opponents outside the 

division. 

“We are so excited to return to a traditional 82-game season for 2021-22 

at BB&T Center. Panthers fans can enjoy all 31 NHL opponents including 

exciting matchups expanding into April and featuring key opponents on 

holiday weekends,” president Matt Caldwell said in a statement. “We are 

grateful for the support of our fans and Territory Members, and can’t wait 

to welcome everyone back on opening night.” 

With the league back to a normal format for the regular season, the 2022 

Stanley Cup playoffs will be back to normal, as well, with the top three 

teams from each division guaranteed a spot, along with the two teams 

with the next best records in each conference. 
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The Panthers no longer just sell hope. Now the Draft is for building 

sustained success 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

 

The days of the NHL Entry Draft are no longer the most important on the 

calendar for the Florida Panthers. After spending years with eyes toward 

the future, the Panthers are firmly contenders, hoping to become a fixture 

in the Stanley Cup playoffs and potentially even challenge for a Stanley 

Cup in the next few years. 

The Panthers rebuild finally seems to be complete. Florida’s core of 

former top-five picks is hitting its prime, and the results manifested on the 

ice with the best points percentage in franchise history last year. 

For general manager Bill Zito and director of scouting Shane Churla, the 

timeline still doesn’t change much in their approach. 

“When Shane came in, we shared so many of the same visions as to 

how the draft should be run,” Zito said. “Best player available, with a 

theme of organizational need in tandem with the best player available.” 

After drafting in the top 15 for four straight years and 10 of the past 12, 

the Panthers enter the 2021 NHL Entry Draft on Friday with their lowest 

first-round position ever. They will pick 24th overall on Day 1, then five 

more times on the second day of the NHL Draft on Saturday. 

At least early on, Florida won’t be trying to plug in holes on its NHL 

roster. Whichever players the Panthers draft this weekend likely won’t be 

in Florida for multiple years. Florida will try to improve its Cup-contending 

roster through free agency, trades and development. The Entry Draft is 

for building sustainable success beyond the short-term window of 

contention. 

“At some point you’ll need to restock goalies. Centers and defensemen 

are harder to get than wings,” Zito said, “so, yes, there is some strategy 

associated with it, but, by and large, best player available.” 

‘BEST PLAYER’ IN FIRST ROUND 

It’s even more the approach in the first round, the general manager said. 

For most of their history, the Panthers could go into the Draft with a real 

idea of who they might come away with. In 2011, they picked star left 

wing Jonathan Huberdeau third. In 2013, they landed star center 

Aleksander Barkov with the No. 2 pick, then took defenseman Aaron 

Ekblad with the No. 1 overall selection in 2014. Even in the past three 

years, Florida could enter the draft knowing it had a chance to land left 

wing Grigori Denisenko, goaltender Spencer Knight and center Anton 

Lundell — all of whom are now top-30 prospects, according to 

ESPN.com. 

At No. 24, it’s harder for the Panthers to hone in on individual targets. At 

least 10 different players are mentioned in major mock drafts, including 

Canadian left wing Brennan Othmann, Canadian defenseman Carson 

Lambos, Canadian center Xavier Bourgault, Finnish center Aatu Raty, 

Russian right wing Nikita Chibrikov and Swedish right wing Fabian Lysell. 

Othmann, who’s predicted by ESPN and The Score to land in Florida, is 

the No. 8 North American skater in the draft, according to the NHL 

Central Scouting Bureau, and Raty is the No. 3 European skater. 

Bourgault and Canadian center Logan Stankoven also popped up in 

multiple mock drafts as a potential Panthers target. Bourgault is the No. 

13 North American skater in the Draft and Stankoven is No. 31. 

“Best player,” Zito said, explaining his first-round philosophy. “I guess I 

would say we probably wouldn’t take a goalie, but you never know — 

perhaps.” 

Florida Panthers President & CEO Matthew Caldwelland the teams new 

General Manager, Bill Zito on September 2, 2020. Panthersvision 

LIST OF PANTHERS DRAFT PICKS 

The NHL will conduct the first round of the draft on Friday at 8 p.m., then 

hold the final six rounds Saturday at 11 a.m. Florida has picks in the 

second, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh rounds on the final day of the 

draft. 

The Panthers will pick No. 56 overall in the second round, No. 120 in the 

fourth, No. 152 in the fifth, No. 184 in the sixth and No. 210 in the 

seventh, which came from the Winnipeg Jets in a trade for defenseman 

Bogdan Kiselevich. Florida lost its second round pick in April when it 

traded the pick to the Buffalo Sabres for defenseman Brandon Montour 

and sent its own seventh-round pick to the Chicago Blackhawks in April 

as part of a five-player deal. 

While “best player available” is still at the heart of Florida approach, the 

second day is when the Panthers can worry about filling needs. Even 

these needs, though, are organizational, rather than plugging holes on 

the current roster. 

Scouting should be smoother this year, too. Last year, Zito had only been 

the GM for about two weeks when the 2020 NHL Entry Draft arrived and 

he had yet to hire Churla as his director of amateur scouting. 

The Lundell pick already seems to be a success, and still Zito expects 

this draft to go even better. 

“It’s a well-oiled machine at this point, so I feel confident,” Zito said, “that 

the process is where we need it to be.” 
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Closer-to-normal Florida Panthers’ 2021-22 schedule features 82 games, 

trips out west and an Olympics break 

 

By MALLORY SCHNELL and STEVE SVEKIS 

 

The Panthers will play a 2021-22 schedule that approaches normalcy in 

comparison with the past two coronavirus-ravaged seasons. 

Florida is officially 84 days away from playing regular-season hockey 

again, with a visit by Sidney Crosby and Pittsburgh Penguins to Sunrise 

kicking things off on Thursday, Oct. 14 at the BB&T Center. 

The COVID-19 pandemic curtailed the 2019-20 season to 56 regular-

season games, and shortened last year’s to a docket shortened to 69 to 

71 games (the Panthers played 69). 

This past season, the regular-season schedule and first two rounds of 

the playoffs involved games only against division foes. That left the 

Panthers, with the fourth-best points total in the NHL (second only to their 

divisional foe, the Carolina Hurricanes, in the Eastern Conference), with 

a daunting first-round playoff matchup against the defending Stanley Cup 

champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

This year, the playoffs will return to a traditional conference-top-eight 

setup, and games in the regular season will be played against all the 

other 31 teams, home and away. 

[Popular in Sports] Ex-Dolphins Kiick, Morris form a backfield, and bond, 

far beyond football » 

Florida will travel to the Stanley Cup champions on Oct. 19 and Nov. 13, 

while the Lightning come to Sunrise on Dec. 30 and April 30. 

The Panthers will host the runner-up of the Stanley Cup Finals, the 

Montreal Canadiens on Jan. 1 and March 29. This will be the first 

matchup between the teams since March 2020. 

The expansion Seattle Kraken and Florida will meet for the first time in 

Sunrise on Nov. 27. Florida then makes the NHL’s longest road trip for a 

Jan. 23 game in Seattle. 

The Panthers longest homestand will be four games, and there will be 

four of those, while their longest road trip will run from March 13-27 over 

a seven-game span. Florida also will have a compact five-game sojourn 

from Jan. 18-25. 

The Panthers will end the regular season with a game against the 

Canadiens on April 29 in Montreal. 

In addition, there will be a Winter Olympics break in the schedule from 

Feb. 2-23. 

Sun Sentinel LOADED: 07.23.2021 
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Panthers GM Bill Zito has settled into role with the 2021 NHL draft on 

deck 

 

By MALLORY SCHNELL 

 

Ahead of the 2021 NHL draft this weekend, Panthers general manager 

Bill Zito is planning to take the “best player available with the theme of 

organizational need in tandem.” 

Zito added that the team most likely would not select a goaltender. With 

Sergei Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight being the Panthers’ goalie duo for 

the upcoming season, along with Sam Montembeault in the AHL, the 

need for a new goaltender is not a priority for the Panthers. 

For the second year in a row, the NHL draft will be virtual. The Covid-19 

pandemic also has caused other challenges in relation to the draft. 

“Some of the leagues didn’t even play this year, so it could have a 

dramatic impact on some of the players who may not have been seen at 

all,” Zito said in a video conference call on Thursday. 

Zito was named the general manager of the Panthers on Sept. 2. The 

2020 draft was held Oct. 6-7, giving Zito little time to get adjusted. This 

time around, Zito is more prepared and comfortable. 

“Last year was a crazy time,” Zito said. “I didn’t know most of the people 

and we were trying to cobble together a list and meet everybody and get 

situated. It’s a well-oiled machine at this point. I feel confident that the 

process now is where we need it to be for us to do the best job that we 

can.” 

After a strong 2020-21 campaign, finishing second in the Central Division 

with a 37-14-5 record, Zito is on his way to having the team he wants. 

“We are getting closer to the point where each player who is here wants 

to be here,” Zito said. “That’s an important part of the recipe that we’re 

trying to make. We want buy-in, we want people who want to be here, 

who want to be Panthers, who are proud to be Panthers, and I think you 

might have seen that manifest itself in the way that the team came 

together in the playoffs. Truly, the only way to win as a team, and 

generally team members want to be on that team, and we’re getting 

closer and closer every day.” 

Sun Sentinel LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1217919 Florida Panthers 

 

Florida Panthers unveil 2021-22 NHL schedule 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers return to a normal-looking schedule for the 2021-22 

season after playing a 56-game slate in a more regionalized division this 

past year. 

The Panthers will be back in the Atlantic Division with the Lightning, 

Sabres, Bruins, Canadiens, Maple Leafs and Senators. 

The highlights of the 2021-22 schedule include the season-opener 

October 14 against Pittsburgh. Florida’s first date with the rival Lightning 

comes in Tampa on Oct. 19. 

The first meeting between the expansion Seattle Kraken — and goalie 

Chris Driedger’s return — comes Nov. 27. 

Florida will end the regular season on a three-game road trip with games 

against divisional foes in Boston, Ottawa and Montreal. 

Get a subscription to Florida Hockey Now for all the latest Panthers free 

agency and expansion draft news 

Although the Panthers will not have a New Year’s Eve game, they will 

play host to the Canadiens on Dec. 30 with the Lightning in town on New 

Year’s Day. 

That decision may have been made to avoid the Orange Bowl Game, 

one of the college football semifinals this season, which will be played on 

Dec. 31. 

The NHL built in an Olympic break although it is not certain that players 

will be traveling to Beijing for the games. 

That means a three-week hiatus in February. 

According to an AP report, there are two different schedules. The one 

released Thursday includes the Olympic break — with the hopes the 

players will participate. If the NHL decides not to go this route, there is a 

second schedule which will be released at a later date. 

So, this could change. Will, probably change. 

The Panthers also have a six-day break between road trips. After a west 

coast swing to Los Angeles, San Jose, Las vegas and Anaheim from 

March 13-18, the Panthers next visit Montreal on March 24. 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 07.23.2021 
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Bill Zito wishes Chris Driedger well with Seattle Kraken 

 

By George Richards  

 

With the Seattle Kraken taking free agent goalie Chris Driedger in 

Wednesday’s NHL expansion draft, the Florida Panthers did not lose a 

single player. 

Although the Panthers — and Driedger — would have rather their 

relationship was able to continue, the reality of things was that Driedger 

was moving on this summer. Going to Seattle appears to be the best 

move for both sides. 

Driedger gets a chance to be an NHL starting goalie after two strong 

seasons with the Panthers. Florida, meanwhile, had a protected list that 

was made moot by Seattle signing Driedger. 

“It is a wonderful opportunity for Chris and, you know, he has earned 

everything,” Florida general manager Bill Zito said during his entry draft 

media availability on Thursday afternoon. 

“I am truly happy for him and am sad that he is not a part of our 

organization. He was a part of our team and our room. It wasn’t just on-

ice contribution, it was who he was as a person. He was very popular 

with our team. Best of luck to him — most of the nights of the year, 

anyway.” 

Get a subscription to Florida Hockey Now for all the latest Panthers free 

agency and expansion draft news 

Zito had a few updates on some other Florida business as well. 

As for Aaron Ekblad, Zito confirmed that the defenseman is skating and 

looks like he is healed up from the fractured leg sustained in a game in 

Dallas last March. 

Zito also said negotiations with pending unrestricted and restricted free 

agents are ongoing. The Panthers are thought to be trying to re-sign Alex 

Wennberg before the NHL free agency period opens next week. 

The Panthers can also sign captain Sasha Barkov to a long-term 

extension starting next week. 

We will have more on what Zito had to say about this weekend’s entry 

draft on Friday morning. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS LINKS 

Only three years ago, Driedger was running out of options if he wanted to 

continue to play hockey. He even considered going to Europe. 

But then the Panthers offered a minor league contract. He took it and has 

never looked back. Driedger is not only thankful to the Panthers, but 

excited about what’s coming next in Seattle. (FHN) 

— Five European players to watch in the upcoming entry draft. 

(Panthers) 

— Who are the owners of Florida’s sports teams? (PB Post) 

AROUND THE NHL 

Checking out the new Kraken lineup by the numbers. (NHL) 

— Meet the people who built the Kraken. (The Athletic) 

— Pittsburgh traded Jared McCann to avoid losing him and then lost 

Brandon Tanev. Did the Pens overthink things? (PHN) 

— Seattle took McCann meaning Toronto only lost prospect Filip 

Hallander. Looking at all the salary space the Kraken have right now. 

(PHN) 

— Puckpedia has the complete roster with salaries and 

such.(Puckpedia.com) 

— Could Boston go after Conor Garland? The latest Bruins 

mailbag.(BHN)  

— Is Long Island becoming an NHL hotspot? (NYIHN) 

— Losing Carsen Twarynski could be a big deal to the Flyers and shape 

their offseason.(PHN)  

— What is the trade market for Evgeny Kuznetsov? (WHN)  

— Good for the Red Wings: They kept the player they were losing a 

secret the longest.(DHN) 

— Who is Alexander True and how did he end up leaving San Jose for 

Seattle? (SJHN) 
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Kings’ 2021-22 schedule: 8 games to watch 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL | 

 

The NHL released its regular-season schedule on Thursday with an 

announcement on Sportscenter, a fitting venue as the league shifts to 

new platforms this season, most notably those of ESPN and Turner 

Sports. 

After a truncated 56-game schedule of all intra-divisional play last 

season, the league returns to an 82-game schedule where each team will 

face every other team at least once before a traditional 16-team playoff 

bracket for the Stanley Cup. 

What is not business as usual is the Olympic break. Two versions of the 

schedule were released to teams, one with a pause in play from Feb. 7-

22 in order to accommodate the Winter Olympics in China and another 

with no break. The public schedule included the pause. 

Though the NHL and NHLPA came to an agreement that would allow 

players to potentially participate in the Olympics after foregoing the 

tournament in 2018, there are still logistical issues to be worked out with 

the International Olympic Committee, which might be resolved later this 

month. 

Typically, an Olympic break precludes the staging of All-Star Weekend, 

however this year regardless of Olympic participation there will be an All-

Star Weekend event on Feb. 4-5 in Las Vegas. 

Last season, the NHL did not hold All-Star Weekend, the Winter Classic 

or its Stadium Series events because of the pandemic, though there 

were a pair of games played at an outdoor rink in Lake Tahoe. This year 

the Minnesota Wild will host the Winter Classic on Jan. 1 at Target Field 

and the Nashville Predators will host the Stadium Series against Tampa 

Bay on Feb. 26 at Nissan Stadium. 

For the Kings’ part, either way, they’ll have a complete schedule and, 

foreseeably, fans will be back at Staples Center in full throat. They will 

face five of the seven Pacific Division teams (San Jose, Vegas, 

Edmonton, Seattle and the Ducks) four times each and the other two 

opponents (Calgary, Vancouver) three times. 

Expansion Seattle doesn’t visit Staples Center for the first time until late 

March, when the Kings host them for a two-game set on March 26 and 

28. 

The Kings have two, seven-game homestands (Nov. 17-Dec. 2 and Dec. 

28-Jan. 13) and play eight consecutive road games from Jan. 23-Feb. 

24, though that is really a six-game trip before the Olympic break and a 

two-game trip afterward. The Kings also have 15 sets of back-to-back 

games this season. 

Here are eight dates to save for the coming campaign. 

Oct. 14, vs. Vegas 

Proximity and a postseason sweep at the hands of the Golden Knights in 

their inaugural season made Vegas a natural rival for the Kings. They 

open the season hosting Vegas, which took six of the eight head-to-head 

meetings last season. 

Player to WATCH: Winger Viktor Arvidsson should make his Kings debut 

in this game, and 2014 playoff hero Alec Martinez will be back at Staples, 

but this time in a Vegas sweater. 

Nov. 8, at Toronto 

Always a popular trip for Ontario-born players, this season’s visit will also 

include some old friends of the Kings and defenseman Drew Doughty, in 

particular. Toronto defenseman Jake Muzzin and goalie Jack Campbell 

were close with Doughty in Los Angeles, and winger Wayne Simmonds 

was his roommate. 

Player to WATCH: Auston Matthews, who remains one of the best 

natural scorers in the world and a significant figure for USA Hockey. 

Nov. 17, vs. Washington 

The Capitals have won the last four meetings with the Kings, scoring 

some highlight goals in the process, including a beauty from defenseman 

John Carlson in their last meeting at Staples Center. 

Player to WATCH: Winger Alex Ovechkin, whose every goal has 

milestone potential. His first goal of 2021-22 will tie him with Kings legend 

Marcel Dionne for fifth all-time, and he could surpass Jaromir Jagr for 

third place on the career list before the season is over. He also needs 

just six power-play goals to surpass Dave Andreychuk for the most ever. 

Nov. 30, vs. the Ducks 

The Freeway Faceoff will have four more installments this season, 

beginning with this showdown at Staples Center. After a string of 

forgettable seasons, both teams will be seeking to begin their ascent 

back to prominence in 2021-22. The teams also meet on Feb. 25 and 

April 19 at Honda Center, before concluding the regular-season series 

April 23 at Staples Center. 

Player to WATCH: Trevor Zegras, the imaginative playmaker for the 

Ducks who they belive will usher in a new era of prosperity. 

Dec. 2, vs. Calgary 

An engagement with the Flames means one thing above all else: Drew 

Doughty vs Matthew Tkachuk. The two have exchanged cross-checks 

and chirps since Tkachuk arrived in the league in 2016-17. 

Player to WATCH: Tkachuk, whose antagonism has motivated Doughty 

at times and flummoxed him at others. 

Jan. 13, vs. Pittsburgh 

Like Washington, Pittsburgh features generational talent with centers 

Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. This season, another of their pivots 

will be the focus of many Kings fans on hand. 

Player to WATCH: Jeff Carter, whose 2012 arrival in Los Angeles 

signaled an era of unprecedented success and whose departure via 

trade last season ruffled feathers in the Kings’ dressing room. 

Jan. 15, at Seattle 

The NHL’s newest expansion franchise joined the Pacific Division – the 

Arizona Coyotes moved to the Central to accommodate the addition – 

and the Kings will face them four times, beginning with a visit to Climate 

Pledge Arena. 

Player to WATCH: After rising from undrafted free agent to Norris Trophy 

winner and team captain in Calgary, defenseman Mark Giordano will 

begin a new chapter of his career in Seattle. 

April 7, vs. Edmonton 

Whether or not this stage of the season will be pivotal or pathetic for the 

Kings remains to be seen, but regardless Edmonton usually proves to be 

well worth the price of admission. 

Player to WATCH: Center Connor McDavid and forward Leon Draisaitl 

are the last two Hart Trophy winners, with McDavid posting a staggering 

105 points in 56 games last season. 
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Kings have options with No. 8 pick in the NHL draft 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL | 

 

The Kings are slated to select in the top 10 for the third straight season 

as they own the eighth overall pick in Friday’s first round of the NHL draft. 

Having quickly developed depth and quality at the lower levels of the 

organization, General Manager Rob Blake could go in a number of 

different directions Friday. Here are some glimpses at the Kings’ options 

on draft day. 

Picking a defenseman 

While the Kings have unearthed mature prospects that they were able to 

fast track into serviceable defensemen — think fourth-rounder Mikey 

Anderson and late first-round pick Tobias Bjornfot — they have not yet 

added an elite prospect on defense. They have not selected a 

defenseman in the top 10 since taking Drew Doughty second overall in 

2008. 

That could change, especially in a draft where four defensemen are 

widely projected to go in the top 10. While Owen Power has emerged as 

a near-consensus No. 1 pick, there is a solid chance that at least one of 

the other three top blue-liners will be on the board when the Kings make 

their pick. 

Luke Hughes is the third of his brothers to be a top prospect in the past 

four drafts. His brothers Quinn (No. 7 overall in 2018) and Jack (No. 1 

overall in 2019) have already made an impact at the top level with their 

speed and offensive brilliance. Like his brothers, Luke’s skating is a 

major asset, but a key difference is that there are no questions about his 

physique at 6-feet-2-inches with a projectable frame. Simon Edvinsson is 

a physical defenseman who possesses size similar to that of Power at 

6’5” and over 200 pounds. His graceful stride and long reach make him a 

strong puck-carrier. Both are left-handed shots, and the Kings’ depth 

chart is a bit thin on the left side. Brandt Clarke, a right shot with a knack 

for taking risks, rounds out the field of potential rearguards for the Kings. 

Selecting a Forward 

While goalie Jasper Wallstedt could go early in the draft, there are 

several teams in greater need of a goalie than the Kings and there’s 

been little indication they might consider a goaltender at No. 8. There 

are, however, a trio of high-end talents at forward that could slip into the 

Kings’ grasp. Deep organizationally at center, it suits the Kings that all 

three are either wingers by trade or at least have experience on the flank. 

Winger Dylan Guenther has the sort of shot that makes scouts salivate, 

combining potency, accuracy and a swift release. Like Kings prospect 

Arthur Kaliyev and Nashville winger Eeli Tolvanen, he augments his shot 

with a knack for finding quiet ice, though he is bigger and more 

defensively responsible than either of those players. While he has been 

rising on many draft boards, forward William Eklund has slipped on some 

others, despite being named rookie of the year in Sweden’s top pro 

league. Eklund is a heady, 200-foot player with sound technique, refined 

skill and formidable speed. Kent Johnson, the third of three top prospects 

from the University of Michigan after his linemate Matthew Beniers and 

Power, may have as high of a ceiling as any forward in the draft. Capable 

of playing wing, as he did at Michigan, or center, Johnson has the 

creativity to imagine surreal moves and the hands to execute them. 

Trading the Pick 

While the Kings have erred toward conserving assets, they could 

entertain a trade. There is an air of uncertainty to this class — some 

major junior leagues had seasons that were shortened or canceled 

entirely, limiting scouting time — but leaguewide there has been an 

increasing emphasis being placed on cap space. 

In this climate, the eighth overall pick is an attractive trade chip for a 

team seeking to reduce salary while maintaining value. As the salary cap 

has been stagnant for three seasons, the Kings have emerged as one of 

a handful of franchises with cap space, giving them flexibility in both the 

trade and free-agent markets. 

While Buffalo Sabres center Jack Eichel, Columbus Blue Jackets 

defenseman Seth Jones and other significant players have been bandied 

about in trade speculation, sacrificing a top asset and taking on a 

sizeable contract at the draft would weaken the Kings’ position in the 

free-agent market. Free agency opens on July 28, and could include 

stars like Colorado left winger Gabriel Landeskog and Carolina 

Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton. 
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Prospect Profiles – Additional Options for Kings 

 

By Jack Jablonski17 hours ago645 Comments 

 

As the NHL Draft approaches this weekend, we took a look here on LA 

Kings Insider over the past couple of weeks at draft-eligible prospects 

who could be selected at eighth-overall. All eight of those players held 

media availabilities earlier this month. 

Today, with the draft just two days away, we look at six other options for 

the Kings, with varying degrees of interest and potential availability. 

Goaltenders 

Jesper Wallstedt 

Vitals 

Height – 6’3” 

Weight – 225 Lbs. 

From – Västerås, Sweden 

DOB – November 14, 2002 

2021-22 Season – Luleå (22 games, 12-10-0, 2.23 GAA, .908 SV%) 

Position – Goalie 

Summary 

The majority of the hockey world has learned about Jesper Wallstedt 

throughout the course of the season, as the number-one ranked 

international netminder. Wallstedt represented Sweden at the 2021 

World Junior Championships, as an underaged player, and has caught 

the eyes of scouts across the NHL. Following the WJC, Wallstedt went 

on to play in Sweden’s top league, the SHL, as an 18-year-old (which in 

itself is astounding) and started 22 games for Luleå. 

Wallstedt has been [raised as a goalie for how is quick laterally, strong 

on his skates, strong technically, and finally, someone who never gives 

up on a play. He also plays with a calm demeanor, possesses a 

lightning-quick glove hand, and can handle the puck efficiently outside of 

his crease. Wallstedt has stout attributes across the board, which gives 

him the makings of becoming a franchise goalie for many years to come. 

Reviews 

Danny Tiffany, Dobber Prospects 

Wallstedt uses his big frame to his advantage and blends that with really 

good positioning. However, it’s Wallstedt’s IQ and understanding of plays 

before they happen that make him the X-Factor every time he’s between 

the pipes.” 

Bob McKenzie, TSN 

Those who prefer Wallstedt over Cossa cite the Swede’s elite hockey 

sense and more refined technical game. 

Potential Fit 

If Wallstedt is available when the Kings select eighth, you can make 

certainly make a case for the Swedish goaltender to be picked by LA. 

Yes, the Kings do have a number of goalies in their development stage 

that have promising futures such as Matthew Villalta, Lukas Parik, Jacob 

Ingham, David Hrenak and Juho Markkanen, but Wallstedt seemingly 

has the full package. He is a goalie who is projected to ascend into a 

starting role when he eventually enters the NHL down the road. Wallstedt 

could make for an enticing pick at eight if Rob Blake, Mark Yannetti and 

company believe he’s the franchise goalie over the next decade. 

Sebastian Cossa 

Vitals 

Height – 6’6” 

Weight – 212 Lbs. 

From – Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 

DOB – November 21, 2002 

2021-22 Season – Edmonton Oil Kings (19 games, 17-1-1, 1.57 GAA, 

.941 SV%) 

Position – Goalie 

Summary 

The first thing that every scout and analyst is going to talk about when it 

comes to Sebastian Cossa is his size and frame. Cossa is a giant in net 

that stands 6’6” and weighs over 210 Lbs, the modern-day build desired 

by many franchises. With his size, Cossa fully uses it to his advantage 

and maintains control of his body, while also staying agile and 

aggressive. 

Cossa’s season, and frankly past two seasons, are very interesting and 

hard for scouts to analyze. Cossa has played for the Edmonton Oil Kings 

in the WHL for the past two seasons and has had extreme success. In 

his two years, Cossa holds a record of 38-7-4 and had a save 

percentage over .941 this past season. What makes Cossa’s numbers so 

intriguing is how much one can read into them. The Oil Kings were 

stacked up front, and at times Cossa didn’t face the toughest competition 

because of it. 

With that said, scouts still believe Cossa has the makings to not only be a 

first-round pick, but a goalie that can change a franchise when he takes 

the net. At 6’6” with mobility, it’s hard not to like what you see when you 

watch him. 

Reviews 

Danny Tiffany, Dobber Prospects 

It’s Cossa’s raw potential that is so intriguing. At 6’6 Cossa displays really 

good tracking of the puck and reacts well to first shots. His hands are 

active and seemingly never drop when he drops, an impressive feat. 

Bob McKenzie, TSN 

The scouts who like Cossa better than Wallstedt love his combination of 

size and athletic prowess. 

Potential Fit 

Although Wallstedt is projected to be the first goalie off the board, 

analysts have consistently stated that it would not be shocking to see 

Cossa go ahead of the Swedish goalie. The debate between the two 

goaltenders all comes down to the drafting team’s preference in style. 

Cossa presents a bigger frame and more aggressive, agile game. 

Wallstedt presents a cool, calm and collected demeanor with great 

instincts and high IQ for the game. Take your pick. 

Defensemen 

Owen Power 

Vitals 

Height – 6’6” 

Weight – 213 Lbs 

From – Mississauga, Ontario, Canada 

DOB – November 22, 2002 

2020-21 Season – University of Michigan (26 games, 3-13=16) 

Position – Defenseman 

Summary 

Owen Power is the presumptive top overall selection by many evaluators 

in the upcoming NHL Draft, and it is extremely unlikely he’d be available 

at number eight. Power, who was a part of an impressive freshman class 

at the University of Michigan, tallied 16 points as a first-year collegiate 

player and went on to win a gold medal with Team Canada at the IIHF 

World Championships in Latvia earlier this summer. 

Power brings an outstanding combination of size and skill, combining his 

six-foot-six frame with hockey sense, mobility and an ability to move the 

puck well, in both ends of the ice. Defensively, Power uses his frame to 

his advantage, with his hockey sense a touted ability both offensively and 

defensively. Though he began the World Championships outside of the 

regular rotation, Power’s play earned him a Top-4 role by the end of the 



tournament, touting his success against men in his draft year. All good 

signs. 

Reviews 

Chris Peters, Hockey Sense 

I think it’s such a unique size profile, with that six-foot-six, 215-pound 

frame, and he moves so well with it. Today, you can’t just be big, you 

have to be big, smart and be able to move the puck and he does all of 

those things well. He started the season well and got better and better as 

the season went on, he was outstanding for Canada at the World 

Championships. 

Tony Ferrari, McKeen’s Hockey 

A big two-way defender who is an elder statesman for the draft class. 

Power has the size and skating ability that coach’s dream of in the 

modern day blueliner. Defensively stout, offensively productive. 

Potential Fit 

Power is really a fit wherever he is selected, and obviously would make a 

nice addition on the left-side of the Kings defensive prospect pool. Power 

is expected to be selected well before the Kings are on the clock on 

Friday, but for argument’s sake, adding a 6-6, yet still mobile blueliners 

into the prospect pool would fill a need in terms of both position and 

quality. Power is rated so highly for a reason and would be a natural fit 

wherever he is selected. 

Forwards 

Chaz Lucius 

Vitals 

Height – 6’0” 

Weight – 172 Lbs. 

From – Grant, Minnesota 

DOB – May 2, 2003 

2021-22 Season -USNTDP (25 games, 26-12= 38) 

Position – Center 

Summary 

Chaz Lucius doesn’t just hold the best name in the draft, but also holds 

some of the best offensive abilities. Unfortunately, Lucius didn’t have the 

whole season to showcase them. The Minnesota-native missed the first 

half of the USNTDP season recovering from a lower-body injury and then 

also missed the U18 World Championships stemming from COVID-19. 

While he was on the ice, Lucius was lethal. Racking up 38 points (26-

12=38) in 25 games, the center is another elite goal scorer. Lucius’ 

arsenal consists of the ability to score in any way possible. With the puck, 

Lucius’ hockey IQ is impressive, as he can handle the puck in tight, 

below the goal line, cycling the puck and around the net. With a solid 

frame and his skating already under construction, the right-hander is on 

track to only get more dangerous. 

While the major talking points on Lucius are his goalscoring abilities, he’s 

not just a one-trick pony. Lucius also has great instincts without the puck 

on both ends of the ice. 

Reviews 

Mike Morreale, NHL.com 

Lucius has one of the hardest shots of the 2021 draft class… A mobile 

and relentless player around the net. 

Tony Ferrari, Dobber Prospects 

His ability to score in a variety of ways is special whether it’s a big one-

timer or a cheeky move in front of the net. His hands are flashy and there 

are moments where the young NTDP star takes you out of your seat. 

Potential Fit 

Drafting Lucius would give the Kings another sizable center with high-end 

offensive skill. Scouting reports on Lucius have the center being a 

potential 30+ goal scorer if he can stay healthy. Who wouldn’t want that? 

If you’re looking at the current Kings roster you’d likely see a large 

collection of centers, though it’s always easier to move a player out to the 

wing, than in from the wing. Lucius presents an interesting profile that will 

likely slot him somewhere in the top end of the first round of the draft. 

Brennan Othmann 

Vitals 

Height – 6’0” 

Weight – 174 Lbs. 

From – Scarborough, Ontario, Canada 

DOB – January 5, 2003 

2021-22 Season – EHC Olten (34 games, 7-9=16) 

Position – Left Wing 

Summary 

Brennan Othmann was yet another victim of the OHL’s season 

cancellation. The Flint Firebirds forward was forced to find ice elsewhere 

when the league’s season was a no-go. So Othmann, like Mason 

McTavish, packed his bags and went to Switzerland to join HC Olten of 

the Swiss League. The all-out, goal-scoring threat did more than hold his 

own against grown men, putting up 16 points (7-9=16). 

Othmann has one of the best shots in the draft and with a combination of 

a quick release, accuracy and great vision, Othmann has keen-eye for 

having the puck on his stick in prime goal-scoring situations with a good 

conversion rate to go along with it. Othmann’s offensive mindset isn’t just 

valuable because he can score; he is also a creative and aware 

playmaker. The wing presents high-end vision, skill and all of the 

offensive tools to be successful in the NHL. 

Reviews 

Mike Morreale, NHL.com 

Othmann is a two-way difference-maker with very good puck skills and 

has the ability to make himself available in dangerous scoring areas. In 

addition to his strong play in the Swiss League, he scored six points 

(three goals, three assists) in seven games to help Canada win the U-18 

World Championship, including a goal and seven shots on goal in a 5-3 

win against Russia in the championship game. 

Steve Kournianos, The Draft Analyst 

A nasty in-your-face competitor with a plus-plus shot, Othmann may not 

have the measurements to be called a “power forward”, but don’t tell that 

to the growing list of victims who he’s plastered to the ice. 

Potential Fit 

Drafting Othmann at eight would likely be earlier than some expect, but 

he has risen in the draft boards as of late. Othmann’s offensive talent is 

top-notch and at the top of the 2021 draft class. With projections 

believing his game will transition well into the NHL and be valuable on 

both ends of the ice, the two-way responsible winger could be a 

reasonable option around where the Kings are selecting. 

Fabian Lysell 

190824 SVERIGES FABIAN LYSELL UNDER U17-LANDSKAMPEN I 

ISHOCKEY MELLAN SVERIGE OCH FINLAND DEN 24 AUGUSTI 2019 

I TRANÅS. 

FOTO: JOSEFINE LOFTENIUS / BILDBYRÅN / COP 111 

Vitals 

Height – 5’10” 

Weight – 172 Lbs. 

From – Göteberg, Sweden 

DOB – January 19, 2003 

2021-22 Season – Luleå (26 games, 1-2=3) Frolunda J20 (11 games, 3-

10=13) 

Position – Right Wing 

Summary 

Don’t take Fabian Lysell’s stats from this past season seriously, it doesn’t 

tell the whole story. As a 17-year-old, Lysell impressively played in 



Sweden’s top league, the SHL. On the downside, his minutes were 

restricted with a fourth line role. What you can take away from Lysell’s 

season if that a 17-year-old player against grown men in Sweden, though 

he didn’t match that with raw production. 

At 5’10” and a touch over 170 Lbs., Lysell separates himself from the 

pack with his elusive skating and puck skills. With great vision and the 

hockey IQ to go along with it, Lysell has the ability to be a game-changer. 

With a good transition game, Lysell has the ability to both finish and find 

passing lanes that not many know are there. After watching Lysell play, 

at times, it can look like he has the puck is on a string. 

Defensively, Lysell is also ahead of his class. Though slightly undersized 

and not the strongest, Lysell makes up for it with his ability to read plays 

and break up the opposition’s possessions with an active stick. 

Reviews 

Sam Cosentino, Sportsnet 

One of the most skilled players in the draft class, but also one of the most 

inconsistent. 

Tony Ferrari, Dobber Prospects 

Do you like pace? Lysell is nearly unmatched in that aspect. He has 

impressive puck skills, a willingness to attack the opposing defense, and 

a shot that doesn’t get the love it probably deserves. 

Potential Fit 

A Lysell addition to the Kings organization would be interesting because 

he provides an offensive style, along with some serious wheels, that 

creates a new type of profile for the Kings. At right wing, the playmaking 

Swede really has an ability get others the puck in prime scoring 

opportunities. No organization would be opposed to that addition. 

*** 

The 2021 NHL Draft is scheduled for July 23 and 24. Following the 

addition of Victor Arvidsson in exchange for a 2021 second-round pick 

and 2022 third-round pick, the Kings now have seven picks in this year’s 

draft. Over the next few weeks, we’ll be showcasing several draft-eligible 

prospects here on LAKI, beginning with those selected by the NHL for 

media participation last week. 
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NHL draft: What you need to know 

 

JULY 22, 2021 — 9:13PM 

 

NHL draft info 

The draft will be held virtually for the second year in a row. 

First round: 7 p.m. Friday. 

Rounds 2-7: 10 a.m. Saturday. 

Where: The draft is virtual for a second year in a row. 

TV: ESPN2 (first round), NHL Network (Rounds 2-7). 

Michigan connections: Three of the top six North American prospects, 

according to NHL.com, are from the University of Michigan — No. 1 

Owen Power (a 6-6 defenseman), No. 3 Kent Johnson (6-1 center) and 

No. 6 Matty Beniers (6-2 center). 

All in the family: The No. 4 North American prospect is Luke Hughes, a 

Michigan native whose brothers Quinn (Canucks) and Luke (Devils) are 

recent NHL draft picks. 

Best of the rest: The No. 2 North American prospect is center Mason 

McTavish (Peterborough, Ontario Hockey League). No. 5 is right wing 

Dylan Guenther (Edmonton, Western Hockey League) and No. 7 is 

defenseman Brandt Clarke (Barrie, OHL). Two Swedish players — 

Simon Edvinsson and William Eklund — are among the top European 

prospects. 

Wild picks (nine): Two first round (No. 22 and No. 26), one second round, 

two third round (No. 86 and No. 90), fourth round, fifth round, sixth round, 

seventh round. 

Wild in 2020-21: Went 35-16-5 and finished third in the West Division. 

First-round order 

1. Buffalo 

2. Seattle 

3. Anaheim 

4. New Jersey 

5. Columbus 

6. Detroit 

7. San Jose 

8. Los Angeles 

9. Vancouver 

10. Ottawa 

11. forfeited (from Arizona) 

12. Chicago 

13. Calgary 

14. Philadelphia 

15. Dallas 

16. N.Y. Rangers 

17. St. Louis 

18. Winnipeg 

19. Nashville 

20. Edmonton 

21. Boston 

22. Wild 

23. Detroit (from Washington) 

24. Florida 

25. Columbus (from Toronto) 

26. Wild (from Pittsburgh) 

27. Carolina 

28. Colorado 

29. New Jersey (from N.Y. Islanders) 

30. Vegas 

31. Montreal 

32. Columbus (from Tampa Bay) 
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Kirill Kaprizov and Kevin Fiala signings remain on Wild GM Bill Guerin's 

to-do list 

The star players are restricted free agents, and 'status quo' are the words 

Guerin used.  

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune JULY 22, 2021 — 7:25PM 

 

The Wild is about halfway through its offseason and although the team 

hasn't been idle, Kirill Kaprizov and Kevin Fiala remain unsigned. 

But General Manager Bill Guerin said the negotiations, which are "status 

quo," haven't prohibited the Wild from making other roster moves. 

"We have plans for Kirill," Guerin said. "We have plans for Kevin, and 

they're not affecting the other positions we have to fill. We're not putting 

anything else on hold. We're going to move forward as we have to, and 

we'll continue to deal with those two players as well." 

Aside from re-signing Joel Eriksson Ek to an eight-year, $42 million 

contract earlier this month, the Wild also brought back Nick Bjugstad on a 

one-year deal. 

What overhauled the lineup, though, was buying out the contracts of 

Zach Parise and Ryan Suter last week. The turnover can continue in free 

agency and the trade market, with the Wild needing to address its 

depleted defense and bolster its forward group. 

Still, the team's summer checklist will look incomplete until the Wild re-

signs its top scorers in Kaprizov and Fiala. 

"The lines of communication are open, and we're working towards it," 

Guerin said. "I'm not worried about. I know that this is just a process, so I 

feel good about it." 

Schedule released 

The Wild will open the season Oct. 15 at Anaheim, the start of a normal, 

82-game schedule after the NHL adopted a shortened 56-game slate last 

season due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

After a game in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, the Wild will host Winnipeg in its 

home opener on Oct. 19. 

The highlight of the schedule is the Winter Classic on Jan. 1 against St. 

Louis at Target Field. 

Seattle, the NHL's newest team, will play the Wild three times: twice on 

the road (Oct. 28 and Nov. 13) and once at home (April 22). 

Unlike last season when teams played only within their division, the Wild 

will face all NHL teams a minimum of two games and will appear in every 

arena at least once. The Wild will be in Tampa Bay to visit the reigning 

Stanley Cup champions on Nov. 21, and the Lightning will stop by Xcel 

Energy Center a week later. 

A franchise-long nine-game homestand runs March 13-31. 

The All-Star Game is Feb. 5 in Vegas, and the NHL has planned for an 

Olympic break Feb. 7-22 even though players haven't been given the 

green light to participate. Talks are ongoing and if players don't attend, a 

revised schedule will be released. 

As part of an ESPN doubleheader, the NHL season opens on Oct. 12, 

with Pittsburgh at Tampa Bay and Seattle at Vegas. The season ends on 

April 29, when the Wild plays a home game against Colorado. 

No Kahkonen for Kraken 

Seattle added up-and-coming goaltenders in its expansion draft on 

Wednesday, but the Kraken didn't nab the Wild's Kaapo Kahkonen. 

Instead, Seattle tabbed Chris Driedger, Vitek Vanecek and Joey Daccord 

and selected defenseman Carson Soucy from the Wild. 

Kahkonen is coming off a solid rookie campaign backing up starter Cam 

Talbot, winning a franchise-record 16 games that included a 9-0 run. The 

24-year-old is under contract for another season at a $725,000 cap hit. 

"We are extremely happy to have Kaapo still with us," Guerin said. "I 

think with his ability and his cap hit, he fits perfectly. He's given us some 

really good years and kind of developed and worked up through the 

ranks and done the right things. 

"He's been very good for us, and we're looking for him to continue to get 

better." 
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Five players the Wild could target with their first-round picks 

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune JULY 22, 2021 — 6:39PM 

 

The Wild has two picks in the first round of Friday's NHL draft (No. 22 

and No. 26). Here are five players they might target with those picks. 

Zachary Bolduc, center, Rimouski (Quebec Major Junior Hockey League) 

Despite having his season cut short by injury, Bolduc was still crowned 

the top professional prospect in the QMJHL. He's a versatile player with 

speed and skill. 

Xavier Bourgault, center, Shawinigan (QMJHL) 

A quick-thinking, fast-moving scorer, Bourgault had 40 points in 29 

games last season. The center can also line up at wing. 

Daniil Chayka, defense, CSKA (KHL) 

After previously playing in the Ontario Hockey League, Chayka returned 

to his native Russia and appeared in the KHL. Not only does Chayka 

have size at 6 feet, 3 inches, he's also a smooth skater with poise. 

Nikita Chibrikov, right wing, St. Petersburg (KHL) 

This year's top-ranked player out of Russia is dynamic and creative with 

the puck. Chibrikov also captained Russia at the Under-18 World 

Championship earlier this year, racking up four goals and 13 points in 

seven games to help his country win silver. 

Fedor Svechkov, center, Togliatti (Russia-2) 

Look for the two-way playmaker to continue his development in the KHL. 

Svechkov was traded to SKA St. Petersburg and is signed through 2022-

23. 
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With two first-round picks, Wild should have a busy draft night Friday 

The team got one of its first rounders by trading Jason Zucker to 

Pittsburgh two seasons ago.  

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune JULY 22, 2021 — 6:34PM 

 

Experienced players with contracts to match are still leading the Wild, but 

a youth movement could be on the horizon. 

After buying out Zach Parise and Ryan Suter last week, the Wild is facing 

a future with limited financial flexibility that could make roster renovations 

a challenge in a year or two. 

That's when the team might have to integrate more youngsters on entry-

level deals into its lineup, and the Wild can load up its pipeline with new 

prospects starting Friday during the NHL draft, where it has not one but 

two selections in the first round. 

"We're very comfortable where we are," General Manager Bill Guerin 

said. "To have two first-round picks this year is a good position to be in." 

The Wild holds nine selections overall, including five in the first three 

rounds — this after drafting just five players overall last year. Rounds 2-7 

are Saturday. 

Headlining the pack of picks are No. 22 and No. 26 from Pittsburgh as 

part of the Jason Zucker trade from two seasons ago. Technically, these 

selections will represent the 21st and 25th players taken in the first round 

since No. 11 is forfeited by Arizona for violating the NHL's combine 

testing policy last season. 

Only once in the Wild's history has the team drafted twice in the first 

round, in 2011, and the Wild could trade one or both to change its draft 

order. But Guerin made it clear the team won't "chase" the possibility. 

"If there's something that makes sense where we can move up or move 

back, we'll do it," he said. "We're pretty flexible. We're an open-minded 

group that we'll listen to anything." 

For now, the Wild's draft board is set and while there's room for debate 

— especially in a virtual draft like this where teams have their own 

quarters instead of huddling on the same arena floor — the target is to 

acquire talent. 

"The best player available is going to be the biggest need," said the 

Wild's director of amateur scouting Judd Brackett, "someone who can 

impact a game — whether it be a puck-moving defenseman, whether it 

be a starting goaltender or a top-flight forward. We still want to get great 

players." 

Last year, the Wild addressed its lack of depth up the middle by taking 

three centers with its five picks including Marco Rossi at ninth overall. 

Having the top player available also fill a position of need is the ideal 

scenario, but Brackett pointed out that what the roster is missing now 

might be different when a drafted player is ready to debut. And 

concentrating on a position could lead to overlooking a more impactful 

player. 

"We expect to find players and players that are going to help contribute 

and help the Minnesota Wild win," Brackett said. 

Considering the range of talent in the first round, various skill sets could 

be in play for the Wild. 

Michigan defenseman Owen Power is the consensus No. 1, with other 

standout defenders including Luke Hughes and Brandt Clarke. Forwards 

Matthew Beniers, Mason McTavish and William Eklund are also highly 

touted. Same with goalies Jesper Wallstedt and Sebastian Cossa. 

Buffalo has the No. 1 pick with Seattle sitting second and Anaheim 

rounding out the top three. 

Right winger Nikita Chibrikov, center Fedor Svechkov and defenseman 

Daniil Chayka are some of the players the Wild might be able to snag at 

22 and 26. 

"Goaltenders, power play defensemen, size defensemen, some centers, 

some pure goal scorers — I think this draft has a little bit of everything," 

Brackett said. "That's always what's going to lead to some 

unpredictability." 

What could also cause uncertainty is the effect the COVID-19 pandemic 

had on prospect leagues and teams' ability to scout. 

While the Western Hockey League had an abbreviated schedule, the 

Ontario Hockey League didn't play at all. The USHL had close to a 

normal schedule, as did college hockey. But some players were in new 

situations, getting loaned to Europe. 

And scouting live wasn't always an option. 

"You have to trust those that you work with and use all the resources that 

are made available to you," said Brackett, who traveled about 30% less 

than he normally would to scout. 

Video was a crucial tool for the Wild scouting staff, and the team 

conducted Zoom interviews with draft-eligible players. Although there 

wasn't a combine, some players did their own testing and submitted 

video results. 

Organizations may have arrived at different conclusions amid these 

unique circumstances, and that variability could help a team like the Wild 

that has plenty of draft capital to work with — particularly in the first 

round. 

"It's hard to predict what other teams value that are in front of us," 

Brackett said. "If we are opportunistic enough to get someone in that high 

part of our list, the potential could be as much as a top-six player or a 

power play, top-pair defenseman or maybe a starting goalie. It is unique. 

I think we have to wait and watch and see what's there for us." 
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Wild will open season Oct. 15 in Anaheim, with home opener Oct. 19 

The highlight of the schedule is the New Year's Day Winter Classic game 

at Target Field.  

 

By Chris Miller Star Tribune JULY 22, 2021 — 5:37PM 

 

The National Hockey League will return to its regular schedule this 

season, with all teams set for 82 games, and the Wild will start the 

season on Friday, Oct. 15 in Anaheim against the Ducks. 

After a game in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, the home opener for the Wild is 

Tuesday, Oct. 19, vs. Winnipeg. 

The schedule is here. 

The highlight of the 2021-22 season will be a New Year's Day game at 

Target Field when the nationally televised Winter Classic features the 

Wild and the St. Louis Blues. 

There will be an Olympic break from Feb. 7-22. The All-Star game is in 

Vegas on Feb. 5. 

There is no guarantee the NHL will allow players to be in the Olympics; if 

they aren't, the schedule will be revised. 

Under the current schedule, the Wild has 16 games in March, and 12 will 

be at home. That includes a team-record nine-game homestand. 

Teams played 56 games last season, one shortened because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

The NHL season opens on Tuesday, Oct. 12, with Pittsburgh at Stanley 

Cup champion Tampa Bay and Seattle at Vegas as part of an ESPN 

doubleheader. 

The season ends on Friday, April 29, when the Wild plays a home game 

against Colorado. 
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Wild's defense gets even thinner after Kraken takes Soucy in expansion 

draft 

The Wild's blue line is getting thinner with just three regulars returning. 

  

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune JULY 22, 2021 — 7:25AM 

 

The Wild's blue line keeps getting thinner. 

Defenseman Carson Soucy was taken by Seattle in Wednesday's 

expansion draft, an exit that leaves the Wild with only three NHL 

defensemen under contract for next season. 

"It obviously stings," General Manager Bill Guerin said. "Carson's a great 

kid, a player that we saw a lot of value in. His progression over the last 

couple years was fantastic." 

Soucy's selection wasn't surprising considering he was one of the most 

intriguing players made available by the Wild. 

An efficient top-six defender with size and grit, Soucy is also signed to a 

cost-friendly contract. He has two seasons left on a three-year, $8.25 

million deal that carries a $2.75 million annual cap hit. 

Last season, the 6-5, 211-pound Soucy filled out the Wild's third 

defensive pairing with veteran Ian Cole and established career highs in 

assists (16) and points (17). Soucy, 26, was drafted in the fifth round by 

the Wild in 2013 before playing four seasons at Minnesota Duluth. 

"When I first got here, we kind of had him pegged for Iowa," said Guerin, 

who took over in 2019. "He took a job. He stole a job. He kept getting 

better and better. It's unfortunate, but those are the rules. We knew we 

were going to lose a good player, and it was Carson. 

"We wish him nothing but the best. He gave us some good years. He's 

going to do fantastic. Obviously, it hurts our depth. But we've got some 

work some do, and we've got to fill some spots." 

Only Jonas Brodin, Matt Dumba and captain Jared Spurgeon are 

regulars signed for next season. Ryan Suter is gone after the Wild 

bought out him and Zach Parise last week. And Cole could leave as a 

free agent, although he's expressed an interest in returning and Guerin 

said the two sides are talking. 

But for now the Wild has three vacancies on its back end. 

Youngster Calen Addison could get a look, especially after a smooth 

NHL debut last season, but the Wild still needs more help. And the team 

can acquire it in free agency when the NHL signing period kicks off 

Wednesday. 

Among the defensemen set to hit the market are Grand Rapids native 

and former Gopher Alex Goligoski, Keith Yandle and David Savard from 

this year's Stanley Cup champion team in Tampa Bay. 

After losing Soucy's contract, the Wild has approximately $29 million in 

cap space but expect the team to be mindful of its spending. Not only are 

forwards Kirill Kaprizov and Kevin Fiala still unsigned, but the Wild's 

flexibility to take on long-term contracts shrinks in the coming years when 

the cap charge for the Suter and Parise buyouts increases. Short-term 

commitments make the most sense. 

"We like what we have in the system obviously," Guerin said. "We're 

going to continue to try to create depth. We're going to have to be active 

in free agency. We could be active in the trade market. There are a lot of 

things we could do." 

What the Wild won't need to address is the team's backup goaltending. 

Seattle passed on goalie Kaapo Kahkonen, who was another interesting 

candidate after an impressive season in which he won a franchise-record 

16 games as a rookie and went on a 9-0 run. 

Every team could protect only one goalie, and the Wild shielded starter 

Cam Talbot instead of Kahkonen. Guerin anticipated Seattle's pick would 

come down to Kahkonen or Soucy, and he said the Wild didn't consider 

making a side deal with the Kraken to sway its pick. 

"We would lose more assets than we already have," Guerin said. 

Other players left unprotected by the Wild were forwards Victor Rask and 

Nick Bjugstad. 

"It was a tough decision, but I think we made the right one and we came 

out of it kind of lucky to have our goalie tandem intact," said Guerin, who 

highlighted Talbot's consistency and leadership. "They were very good 

last year, and we're looking for more of that in the coming years." 

Although word leaked out earlier in the day, the Kraken's picks were 

officially unveiled during a televised reveal live from Seattle. 

Goalie Chris Driedger, forward Jordan Eberle and defenseman Mark 

Giordano were some of the players on hand for the announcement, and 

the Kraken's roster is likely to evolve. 

By bypassing some of the higher-priced players like Montreal's Carey 

Price, St. Louis' Vladimir Tarasenko and Nashville's Matt Duchene, 

Seattle has quite a bit of wiggle room ahead of free agency. Only three of 

the contracts the team added have a cap hit north of $5 million. 

Trades are another option, for the Kraken and the rest of the NHL, and 

movement could start soon. 

A freeze on player signings and trades gets lifted Thursday. 

"It's going to be active," Guerin said. "But we want to continue to do 

things that work for us. We aren't just going to jump at anything." 
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NHL back to 82-game schedule, Wild back in Central 

 

By DANE MIZUTANI | PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 5:41 p.m. | 

UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 10:06 p.m. 

 

After enduring a wacky 56-game schedule last season due to the 

pandemic, the NHL will return to a normal 82-game schedule for the 

upcoming 2021-22 season. 

That means the Wild will go back to playing every team in the league. 

They also will return to playing in the Central Division along with the 

Arizona Coyotes, Chicago Blackhawks, Colorado Avalanche, Dallas 

Stars, Nashville Predators, St. Louis Blues and Winnipeg Jets. 

The season opener for the Wild will be Oct. 15 on the road against the 

Anaheim Ducks with the home opener to follow on Oct. 19 against the 

Winnipeg Jets. Some other notable quirks in the 2021-22 regular 

schedule include the highly anticipated Winter Classic against the St. 

Louis Blues on New Year’s Day at Target Field, a two-week break in 

February for the 2022 Winter Olympics and a nine-game homestand that 

spans most of March. 
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Wild focused on the future with two first-round picks in Friday’s NHL draft 

 

By DANE MIZUTANI | PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 10:21 a.m. | 

UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 2:38 p.m. 

 

Wild general manager Bill Guerin provided a not-so-subtle message to 

his scouting department last week after parting ways with veteran stars 

Zach Parise and Ryan Suter. 

Essentially, the cap savings created from buying out Parise and Suter go 

out the window after next year, and thus, the Wild don’t have much 

margin for error moving forward as they try to build a legit Stanley Cup 

contender. They likely will be right up against the cap ceiling in 2022-23, 

2023-24, and 2024-25 — with money going to Parise and Suter taking up 

a large chunk of cap space despite them not being on the roster. 

“Those years will be tough,” Guerin admitted last week. “We are going to 

have to do a very good job of drafting players, a very good job of 

developing players and a very good job injecting some younger, cheaper 

players into our lineup.” 

In other words, Wild director of amateur scouting Judd Brackett and the 

rest of his team better bring it when the 2021 NHL Draft gets underway 

Friday night. The Wild have two first-round picks, No. 22 and No. 26. 

“It’s great to have some external pressure,” Brackett said. “But we expect 

to find players that are going to help contribute. It doesn’t change for us. 

The objective is still the same every year.” 

Though the objective remained the same, the scouting process was 

much different this year. The pandemic completely altered the way most 

amateur scouts do their job with various health and safety protocols 

limiting face-to-face interaction. 

“There were a lot of challenges this year starting with the number of 

games played,” Brackett said. “Some leagues didn’t get off the ground. 

Some leagues had pauses. Some leagues played with limited or no 

attendance. For everyone, video became crucial, and we had great 

resources that we used that made video available to us. 

“It’s a unique year, for sure,” Brackett added. “We definitely aren’t in the 

same position we’d be in a typical year. But we feel really good about 

where we are and what we were able to capture in terms of information 

so we can make really educated decisions.” 

It raises the question: What will the Wild be targeting in the draft? 

While there are some glaring holes on the blue line, especially after 

Carson Soucy was selected by the Seattle Kraken in Wednesday’s NHL 

expansion draft, Brackett planned to stay true to his big board. Just 

because there’s an immediate need on the blue line doesn’t mean he’s 

going to reach for a player with his two first-round picks. 

“We still have to be focused on the draft-eligible players and who’s the 

best fit for the Minnesota Wild going forward,” Brackett said. “We can’t 

alter our plans based on roster composition. We are talking about 17- or 

18-year-old kids that need to continue to develop before they impact the 

NHL roster.” 

That means the Wild will go after whichever player they think has the 

highest ceiling down the road. 

“The best player available is going to be the biggest need,” Brackett said. 

“We still want to get great players and continue to add great players to 

our mix. Maybe by the time these players arrive there’s a different need. 

We can’t focus too much on roster composition. We have to continue to 

evaluate this class and look at players we think could have a big impact 

in a few years.” 

There’s also a chance the Wild could trade up in the first round. They 

have a couple of picks at their disposal, and if a top prospect starts to 

slide at any point, they could potentially make a move. Not that Guerin is 

itching to make a trade. 

“We aren’t going to chase anything, that’s for sure,” Guerin said. “We are 

very comfortable where we are. To have two first-round picks this year is 

a good position to be in. If there’s something that makes sense where we 

can move up or move down, we’ll do it. We’re pretty flexible. We’re an 

open-minded group that will listen to anything.” 

That said, a trade seems unlikely based on what Guerin emphasized last 

week. For the Wild, the name of the game is drafting well in the coming 

years. Why wouldn’t they simply take two big swings on Friday night with 

hopes of hitting a home run? 

“Could who we select with our first pick alter what we do with our second 

pick? Possibly,” Brackett said. “There could be some discussion. But I 

think at that point in the draft we’re still going to be focused on who that 

player is next on our list that we’re really excited about more so than 

tinkering our strategy or going off the board. 

“It’s not like maybe we feel like we really hit with our first pick so we’re 

going to get higher risk with the second pick. I think we stay the course 

and stay true to our core values and hopefully get two really good players 

that are going to contribute in the future.” 
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Canadiens Notebook: The work never stops for Habs GM Marc Bergevin 

After not losing Carey Price in expansion draft, NHL draft and free 

agency are up next along with figuring out how to replace Shea Weber. 

 

Stu Cowan Publishing date:Jul 22, 2021  

 

Now that the NHL expansion draft is over, Canadiens general manager 

Marc Bergevin can focus his attention on this weekend’s NHL Draft and 

then free agency, which begins next Wednesday. 

The first round of the draft will be held Friday (8 p.m., SN, TVA Sports) 

with the last six rounds on Saturday (11 a.m., SN, TVA Sports). 

Bergevin also has to figure out how his team will move forward without 

captain Shea Weber. 

During a video conference Thursday, Bergevin said Weber isn’t expected 

to play next season and added it’s likely the 35-year-old defenceman’s 

career is over because of thumb, foot, ankle and knee injuries that had 

him playing through severe pain during the Canadiens’ run to the Stanley 

Cup final this season before losing to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

When asked what’s at the top of his priority list now after losing 

defenceman Cale Fleury to the Seattle Kraken in Wednesday’s 

expansion draft, Bergevin said: “Right now it’s building our team up for 

next year with the loss of Shea … that’s a big hole to fill. And waiting to 

see with Carey (Price) with the doctor’s appointment what it’s going to 

bring.” 

Price travelled to New York on Thursday to have his knee and hip 

examined. There’s a chance the goalie could require knee surgery, which 

Bergevin is hoping would only sideline Price for 6-8 weeks if needed. 

“From what I’ve been told right at the end of the season it’s not 

something that should be alarming,” Bergevin said about Price’s knee. 

“But I guess until you go in, really you’re not sure So that’s another one 

on my mind. 

“The draft tomorrow and then free agency on the 28th, so there’s a lot,” 

the GM added. “I didn’t have a chance to take a break but, hey, that’s the 

price you pay to go all the way to the final and that’s a pretty good price 

for me.” 

Bergevin had a Plan B with Price 

Bergevin left both Weber and Price unprotected for the expansion draft. 

Price’s injury issues and the five years remaining on the 33-year-old’s 

contract with an annual salary-cap hit of $10.5 million were enough to 

scare the Kraken off and they decided to take Fleury instead. 

“It was certain that in Shea’s case, with all his injuries, that it was much 

easier to expose him,” Bergevin said. “For Carey, he came to see me, he 

had spoken to Jake Allen and we had lots of discussions. We took a 

gamble (by not protecting him), but we were pretty comfortable that we’d 

be keeping Carey in Montreal. And the fact that we kept him here, we’re 

really happy to have him.” 

Bergevin is also happy to have Allen, who was protected in the 

expansion draft instead of Price. 

“We had other options, but once the conversation happened with Carey, 

we looked at that closely and took a calculated risk that paid off for the 

organization,” Bergevin said, adding that the demands from the Kraken 

for a guarantee not to select one of their goalies was “exorbitant.” 

“We had a Plan B, for sure,” Bergevin said. “But me and Carey talked a 

lot and we were confident he’d still be part of our organization. It’s like 

you put it in the past and don’t think about it. In the worst case, we had a 

Plan B, but the risk for us was really minimal.” 

Weber leaves big hole 

The loss of Weber leaves a big hole on the right side of the Canadiens’ 

defence. 

Of the eight defencemen the Canadiens used in the playoffs, Weber and 

Petry are the only two right-handed shots. 

Bergevin noted that Joel Edmundson and Alexander Romanov can both 

play on the right side, but added he will be looking to acquire a right-shot 

defenceman. 

“We need to somehow replace (Weber’s) minutes,” Bergevin said. “We 

have Romy, who’s still a young defenceman that will get more 

responsibility as we move forward. We’ll look closely to the market, either 

via trade or free agent to try to at least to a degree replace Shea if we 

can.” 

Hole in the middle? 

If the Canadiens lose Phillip Danault to free agency that would leave 

another big hole at the centre position. 

While it certainly looks like Danault is going to test the free-agent market, 

Bergevin said he still wants to keep him but added it’s still too early to tell 

what will happen. If Danault leaves, Bergevin said he will look for another 

centre, but added that Jesperi Kotkaniemi can also help fill the hole. 

“KK, for me, he had good periods, but had some inconsistency in his 

performances,” Bergevin said. “But when he takes control and becomes 

consistent, I really believe he can help us. So if we lose Phil, he can take 

another step to fill in. And we have Jake (Evans) also, who we really like 

and who played big hockey for us. And we can always look to the 

outside, but it’s still early to lean towards that.” 

Bergevin said Kotkaniemi also needs to work on getting stronger. 

“He’s only 21, so there’s plenty of room for growth on his lower body, his 

strength, puck battles,” the GM said. “That’s part of being still young. Like 

I said, he’s only 21. He’s not 25 years old where he’s not growing. I think 

he still could get stronger … that would help his game. 

“Day in and day out, knowing what to expect game after game,” Bergevin 

added about where Kotkaniemi needs to improve. “He would have a 

stretch where he’s very good and then seems like he gets really 

confident and then he gets away from playing his style that’s successful 

for him. But when he does that, that’s when he has success. It’s knowing 

your limitations, knowing the game and growing with what brings success 

to your game. That’s what KK needs to improve.” 
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Canadiens will open 2021-22 season on Oct. 13 against Leafs in Toronto 

Home opener at the Bell Centre will be on Saturday, Oct. 16, against the 

New York Rangers. 

 

Stu Cowan Montreal Gazette 

 

The NHL released its 2021-22 schedule on Thursday evening and the 

Canadiens will open with a two-game road trip to Toronto and Buffalo. 

The Canadiens will start the season on Wednesday, Oct. 13 against the 

Maple Leafs and then play the Sabres the next night. 

The Canadiens’ home opener at the Bell Centre will be on Saturday, Oct. 

16, against the New York Rangers. That will be the start of a four-game 

home stand and then a four-game West Coast road trip including its first 

game against the expansion Seattle Kraken on Oct. 26. The Kraken will 

play their first ever game at the Bell Centre on March 12. 

The schedule includes two five-game road trips — Jan. 17-24 and Feb. 

26 to March 9 — and a six-game road trip over the Christmas and New 

Year’s holidays. 

Montreal will face teams within the Atlantic Division four times each, 

except Detroit and Tampa Bay which will only have three. Other teams in 

the Eastern Conference will have three games against Montreal, and 

teams in the Western Conference will have two. 

The Canadiens are scheduled to wrap up the 82-game regular season on 

March 29 when the Florida Panthers visit the Bell Centre. 

The NHL has put an Olympic break in the schedule from Feb. 7-22. 

However, no final agreement or decision has been made as of yet for 

NHL players to take part in the 2022 Beijing Winter Games. Talks are 

ongoing with the concerns including appropriate COVID-19 insurance for 

players. The NHL and the NHLPA will retain full authority to decide not to 

participate in the Games should COVID-19 conditions worsen or 

otherwise pose a threat to the health and safety of players. 

If the NHL decides not to send players to the Olympics, a revised regular-

season schedule will be released. 

Sportsnet will broadcast 32 Canadiens games nationally, and TSN will 

have the rest on a regional basis. In French, TVA Sports has 22 games 

nationally and RDS the other 60 regionally. 
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Stu Cowan: Weber's loss leaves Man Mountain-size gap in Habs' 

landscape 

Canadiens captain played with pain throughout much of his five seasons 

in Montreal after being acquired from Nashville in P.K. Subban trade. 

 

Stu Cowan Montreal Gazette 

 

The NHL should introduce a Man Mountain Award. 

It would go to the player who displays the most courage during the 

playoffs while playing with pain and performing at a high level. It would 

be in honour of Canadiens captain Shea Weber. 

After missing the last eight regular-season games this year, the 35-year-

old defenceman played in all 22 playoff games, posting 1-5-6 totals and 

averaging 25:13 of ice time while leading the Canadiens to the Stanley 

Cup final. Weber did it while playing through a painful injury to his left 

thumb, along with lingering ankle, foot and knee issues. 

Weber, who rarely shows emotion, was holding back tears after the 

Canadiens lost the Stanley Cup to the Tampa Bay Lightning and now we 

know why. 

It was probably the last game of his 16-year NHL career and it was his 

only trip to the Cup final. 

“We know over the last number of years, he had his ankle, his thumb — 

there were a lot pains,” Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin said 

about Weber during a video conference Thursday. “It took a lot of time for 

him just to get ready for a practice in the morning. And, as you know, 

Shea’s not a guy who complains. Even missing a practice was not an 

option for him. He’s got a lot of mileage and really pushed his body to the 

limit. So it’s really not possible for him to come back next season. And 

that’s probably the case for his career.” 

If Weber was aware his career was coming to an end, he kept it to 

himself. 

“I was amazed how he did play,” Bergevin said. “He was one of our top-

minutes defencemen throughout the whole playoffs and went all the way 

to the Stanley Cup final. I personally wasn’t aware and, from what I 

gathered after the information, I don’t think anybody was really aware. I 

think we’re all aware of the pain and what he was going through every 

day. But to that degree we didn’t know. Shea, as you all know, is a man 

of a few words and sharing or complaining about his body is not a thing 

that he does, so I was very surprised.” 

Weber has played with pain throughout much of his five seasons with the 

Canadiens after being acquired from the Nashville Predators in exchange 

for P.K. Subban. 

In the first game of the 2017-18 season, Weber fractured his left foot 

blocking a shot and then played 25 more games before being shut down 

and requiring surgery to repair tendons he damaged while continuing to 

play. After the surgery on his foot, Weber went in for what was supposed 

to be minor surgery on his right knee, but doctors discovered he had a 

torn meniscus. He ended up missing the last 56 games of the 2017-18 

season and the first 24 games of the 2018-19 season. 

After the Stanley Cup final, Weber told Bergevin he had to shut things 

down. 

“It was hard for Shea,” the GM said. “That’s all he knows. He’s a hockey 

player to the core … he’s been doing that all his life and it really hit hard 

to realize that he can no longer perform the way he’s expecting for him 

and his teammates and the pain he’s going through daily. We had an 

emotional, deep conversation. I have a lot of respect for Shea, for what 

he’s done for the Montreal Canadiens throughout his career. 

“It will be impossible to replace Shea Weber … what he brings to our 

team on and off the ice,” Bergevin added. “We’ll try our best, but I know 

deep down that you can never replace Shea Weber.” 

Weber has five seasons remaining on his 14-year, US$110-million 

contract with an annual salary-cap hit of $7.857 million. Bergevin said he 

expects the NHL to allow the Canadiens to put Weber on long-term 

injured reserve, which would give them salary-cap relief from his 

contract. If Weber decides to retire, the Predators would have a “cap 

recapture” penalty of just over $4.9 million per season through 2025-26. 

Mike Babcock first called Weber “Man Mountain” when he was coaching 

Team Canada at the 2016 World Cup of Hockey. It was less than three 

months after Bergevin had acquired Weber and the GM was taking a lot 

of heat for trading Subban. 

“Physically, (Weber is a) man mountain,” Babcock said. “He’s as good a 

human being as I’ve ever been around. He doesn’t have to say much. He 

just has to look at you and you snap into shape. He cuts a big swath out 

there. He shoots it so hard, no one wants to stand in his way. 

“What I like about him best, when he walks in the dressing room, you 

know it’s business. He’s a cultured-type person. He makes your franchise 

better when he walks in the door.” 

Now it looks like Weber has walked out the door, leaving a massive hole 

in the Canadiens’ locker room. 
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Kelly Buchberger hired as an assistant coach with Laval Rocket 

Former NHL player will join new head coach Jean-François Houle behind 

AHL bench next season. 

 

Stu Cowan Montreal Gazette 

 

The AHL’s Laval Rocket announced Thursday that Kelly Buchberger has 

been hired as an assistant coach. 

Buchberger’s hiring comes two days after the Canadiens announced that 

Jean-François Houle had been hired as the new head coach of their top 

farm team, replacing Joël Bouchard. 

Houle and Buchberger both signed three-year contracts. 

The 54-year-old Buchberger played 17 seasons in the NHL as forward 

with the Edmonton Oilers, Atlanta Thrashers, Los Angeles Kings, 

Phoenix Coyotes and Pittsburgh Penguins. In 1,182 career regular-

season games he had 105-204-309 totals and 2,297 penalty minutes. He 

won two Stanley Cups with the Oilers, in 1987 and 1990. 

Buchberger was head coach of the WHL’s Tri-City Americans for the 

2018-19 and 2019-20 seasons. Before that he had been head coach of 

the AHL’s Springfield Falcons for one season, followed by six seasons as 

an assistant coach with the Oilers. 

The 46-year-old Houle spent the last six seasons as an assistant coach 

with the AHL’s Bakersfield Condors. Before that, he spent seven seasons 

as an assistant coach at Cornell University and was also a head coach 

for five seasons in the QMJHL with the Lewiston MAINEiacs and 

Blainville-Boisbriand Armada, followed by one season as head coach 

with Bakersfield in the ECHL. 

“I think he’s a really good hire from us,” Canadiens general manager 

Marc Bergevin said Thursday when asked about Houle. “He’s got a lot of 

experience through the Q, through American Hockey League. It’s the 

growth of our young players … it’s an important job. We like what he 

brings. His enthusiasm, his teaching, his approach to the players, dealing 

with younger players. I think he’s going to be a really good asset for the 

Montreal Canadiens.” 

Houle is the son of former Canadiens player and GM Réjean Houle. 

Bergevin said that assistant GM Scott Mellanby oversaw the hiring of 

Houle. 

“I have a lot of faith in Scott Mellanby as far as hockey knowledge and 

he’s been a big help for me not only with Laval but for the Montreal 

Canadiens,” Bergevin said. 

Bouchard left Laval after three seasons behind the Rocket bench to 

become head coach of the AHL’s San Diego Gulls. 

The Rocket finished first in the Canadian Division this season with a 23-

9-4 record. 
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Shea Weber's career with Canadiens is likely over because of injuries 

"It will be impossible to replace Shea Weber … what he brings to our 

team on and off the ice," GM Marc Bergevin says. 

 

Stu Cowan  Montreal Gazette 

 

Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin doesn’t expect Shea Weber 

to play next season and the team captain’s career could be over as a 

result of numerous injuries he was trying to play through. 

“I’m not counting on Shea Weber’s presence in the lineup next season,” 

Bergevin said when he spoke with the media Thursday morning on a 

video conference. 

Bergevin added that it’s quite likely Weber’s career is over. 

The 35-year-old defenceman played through a thumb injury, along with 

ankle, foot and knee problems during the Canadiens’ playoff run to the 

Stanley Cup final this season. Weber missed the last eight games of the 

regular season, but played in all 22 playoff games, posting 1-5-6 totals 

while averaging 25:13 of ice time. 

Bergevin said that the pain has become too much for Weber to handle, 

adding it took him a lot of therapy just to be able to go on the ice for a 

practice this season. Bergevin said Weber is not a player who complains 

and that missing practice was never an option with him. The GM added 

that there is a lot of mileage on Weber’s body and that he pushed himself 

to the limit. 

Weber has five seasons remaining on his contract with an annual salary-

cap hit of $7.857 million. Bergevin believes the NHL will allow the 

Canadiens to put Weber on long-term injured reserve, which would 

provide salary-cap relief from his contact. If Weber decides to retire 

because of his injuries, the Nashville Predators would have a “cap 

recapture” penalty of just over $4.9 million per season through 2025-26, 

which is when Weber’s contract expires. 

Weber received a 14-year offer sheet from the Philadelphia Flyers worth 

US$110 million when he was a free agent during the summer of 2012. 

The Predators matched that offer in order to keep Weber and then traded 

him to the Canadiens in exchange for P.K. Subban four years later. 

“It will be impossible to replace Shea Weber … what he brings to our 

team on and off the ice,” Bergevin said. “We’ll try our best, but I know 

deep down that you can never replace Shea Weber.” 

Meanwhile, goalie Carey Price was travelling to New York on Thursday 

to have his knee and hip looked at by a doctor with a possibility of his 

knee needing surgery. Bergevin said he’s not alarmed by Price’s 

situation because the goalie played every minute of all 22 playoff games 

and played very well. If Price does require surgery, Bergevin said it’s 

likely a case of a 6-8 week recovery period. The 33-year-old goalie has 

five seasons remaining on his eight-year, US$84-million contract with an 

annual salary-cap hit of $10.5 million. 

Bergevin also said that Jonathan Drouin, who left the Canadiens for 

personal reasons in April, is expected to rejoin the team for the start of 

training camp next season. Bergevin and head coach Dominique 

Ducharme met with Drouin this week. 

“We had a really good conversation and Jo feels great,” Bergevin said. 

“He’s focused and he’s ready to go. So I expect Jo to be in Montreal first 

day of camp. 

“I think when Dom took over (from Claude Julien as head coach) we saw 

the best hockey Jo ever played in a Montreal uniform,” Bergevin added. 

“So that’s very exciting. And then after that, as we all saw his game drop, 

and knowing now why that happened and it’s been taken care of. So 

we’re pretty excited to see Jo back from where he was playing at the top 

of his game under Dom I would say midway through last season. So 

that’s a positive for us.” 

With free agency beginning next Wednesday, Bergevin said he’s hoping 

to keep Corey Perry and Joel Armia with the Canadiens and he’s still 

holding out hope that Phillip Danault will stay in Montreal. 

“Until there’s an agreement signed either with us or with somebody else, 

there’s hope that he’s back but it’s too early to tell at this point,” Bergevin 

said about Danault. 
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As sad as Shea Weber’s departure is, it represents an opportunity for 

Marc Bergevin and the Canadiens 

 

By Arpon Basu Jul 23, 2021  

 

It would be very understandable if Marc Bergevin is not able to see it 

quite this way. At least not yet. 

It was difficult for Bergevin to get the words out Thursday in his first 

comments since it was revealed that Canadiens captain Shea Weber 

would be unable to play next season, and perhaps beyond. We are still 

using the word “perhaps” even though Bergevin used the word “probably” 

when describing the likelihood that this will be the end of the hockey line 

for Weber. 

Three years playing with a chronic foot/ankle injury, on top of a bad knee 

and now the latest addition of a major thumb injury made the day-to-day 

act of going to work an excruciating experience for Weber this season, 

and while Bergevin and everyone on the team knew how difficult it was 

for Weber, they never knew the extent of it. 

Though Weber will be 36 on Aug. 14, it is always sad to see a proud 

athlete forced from the game before he is ready because of injuries. And 

no one should have any doubt that Weber was not ready to leave this 

game at this point. He wanted to play into his 40s. He wanted to win the 

Stanley Cup. He will not get to do either of those things. 

“It was hard for Shea,” Bergevin said. “That’s all he knows. He’s a hockey 

player to the core, he’s been doing that all his life and it’s really been 

hard to realize that he can no longer perform the way he’s expecting for 

him and his teammates. 

“And the pain, he’s going through it daily. We had an emotional, deep 

conversation, and I have a lot of respect for Shea, for what he’s done for 

the Montreal Canadiens throughout his career, and it will be impossible 

to replace Shea Weber. I mean, what he brings to our team on and off 

the ice — we’ll try our best, but I know deep down you can never replace 

Shea Weber.” 

That is why Bergevin probably can’t see it this way right now because 

this remains too fresh and there is a human element to it. Bergevin cares 

about his players, and he cares a lot about Weber. He credits him with 

changing the culture of the entire organization, creating a sense of 

accountability and professionalism that Bergevin hopes has already 

permeated down to players such as Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield. 

What’s happened to Weber is sad, and it would be perfectly normal for 

Bergevin to feel sad about it. 

But if Bergevin looks past the personal element of this, if he looks past 

the fact it is Shea Weber who appears to be on his way to premature 

retirement and looks at this strictly from a hockey management 

perspective, the reality is that Weber’s injury represents a massive 

opportunity for both Bergevin and the Canadiens. 

No one would disagree with Bergevin that he will be unable to replace 

everything Weber brought to the team. There are very few players who 

can have the type of impact among his teammates that Weber does. But 

the Canadiens just freed up $7.86 million in salary-cap space, probably 

(Bergevin’s word, not mine) for the next five years. Bergevin confirmed 

as much Thursday when he was asked if he would be comfortable 

allocating the money owed to Weber to someone else past this season, 

whether that’s his direct replacement on the blue line or at another 

position. 

“To a degree, we’re pretty confident that it’s going to be the case,” 

Bergevin responded. “But again, even if we bring somebody in on term, 

we have money that’s coming off the cap the next few years, so that 

won’t be an issue, I don’t think so.” 

In other words, Bergevin does not anticipate needing to make room for 

Weber’s contract not only next season but beyond that. If he needs to 

make the room for an improbable return two seasons from now, there is 

a way to do it. But it doesn’t appear to be much of a concern for 

Bergevin. 

In this environment, this is a massive game-changer for Bergevin and his 

ability to maneuver this offseason, which might be his last as Canadiens 

general manager. Last offseason, Bergevin was one of the only general 

managers in the NHL with an abundance of cap space in what was 

suddenly a cap-tight market, and he took full advantage of it. He was the 

only general manager to offer Tyler Toffoli more than two years on a 

contract as an unrestricted free agent, because he was one of the only 

general managers who could afford to. Joel Edmundson, Jake Allen, 

Josh Anderson, they all arrived because Bergevin had money to spend. 

Weber’s injury combined with the imminent departure of Tomas Tatar 

and maybe even Phillip Danault creates a lot of room for Bergevin to 

maneuver again in what is an even tighter market cap-wise. Just look at 

what the Philadelphia Flyers had to do to get Shayne Gostisbehere’s 

$4.5 million for the next two years off their cap. It cost them a second-

round and a seventh-round pick, with nothing coming in return from the 

Arizona Coyotes. Nothing but the cap space, which was payment 

enough. 

Yes, Bergevin will have a hard time replacing Shea Weber. But that cap 

space is gold right now, and it opens up a world of possibilities for 

Bergevin. There are restricted free agents around the league that teams 

will have trouble signing, Bergevin has all of his picks for the 2022 NHL 

Draft and he has already shown that he is not afraid to go the offer-sheet 

route. He has also shown an ability to hit on trades that no one really 

sees coming, involving players that are not necessarily circulating around 

the rumour mill. 

Players like Shea Weber back in 2016, for instance. 

There are ways for Bergevin to turn this terrible news on Weber into 

something positive, and while acquiring a right-shot defenceman is 

justifiably a priority for him, it should not be limited to that because he 

saw firsthand to what extent his team still struggles to score. This is an 

opportunity to try to rectify that. 

The draft is on Friday night and Bergevin did not hide the fact his first-

round pick could easily be in play, which is not a difficult decision to make 

when you’ve drafted 29 players in the past three years and a surprise trip 

to the Stanley Cup Final has left you with the second-to-last pick in every 

round of the draft. Again, in a flat-cap environment like this one, a first-

round pick — even No. 31 — has massive value, especially when 

coupled with your own ability to absorb a contract without sending any 

money back. 

Bergevin has eight forwards under contract (thanks to Thursday’s news 

that Jonathan Drouin is expected back with the Canadiens next season, 

a rare bit of good news for Bergevin since the season ended). Re-signing 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Artturi Lehkonen and Corey Perry should not be an 

issue, so that would bring him to 11 forwards. He has five defencemen 

and two goalies, so that leaves him with four or five spots to fill on next 

season’s roster and roughly $15 million with which to do it, using some 

very basic, back-of-the-napkin math. 

It is a monumental amount of money in this environment, and while 

Bergevin has never been one to spend foolishly, he is also someone who 

recognizes an opportunity when he sees one. 

No one would qualify losing Shea Weber to injury as good news, 

because it is anything but that. It is terrible news, both for the Canadiens 

and for Weber himself. 

But it is an opportunity, and Bergevin must seize it. 
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Nashville Predators 2021-22 regular-season schedule 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

The Nashville Predators had a one-game head start when it came to their 

2021-22 regular-season schedule. 

They knew they would face the Tampa Bay Lightning on Feb. 26 at 

Nissan Stadium as part of the league's Stadium Series. 

The rest of the schedule was released Thursday evening, with the 

Predators set to play their first four games at home, one of two four-game 

homestands on the docket. The league is returning to an 82-game 

regular-season schedule after the COVID-19 pandemic shortened the 

two previous seasons. 

Divisions also will go back to normal next season.  

The Predators will open at Bridgestone Arena on Oct. 14 against the 

expansion Seattle Kraken. 

EXPANSION DRAFT: Seattle Kraken select: Marshawn Lynch 

announces Calle Jarnkrok from Nashville Predators 

PRESEASON SLATE: Nashville Predators to play two of six preseason 

games at Bridgestone Arena 

Their longest road trip of the season will consist of a six-game swing from 

Nov. 2-11. The Predators are scheduled for 15 back-to-backs. 

All regionally available games will be broadcast on Bally Sports South 

and 102.5-FM. Times will be announced at a later date. 
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Why did Predators GM David Poile not protect Calle Jarnkrok? Is he 

worried about his job? 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Why in the world would David Poile protect Tanner Jeannot, he of 15 

games of NHL experience, over a proven, versatile veteran such as Calle 

Jarnkrok or Colton Sissons for Wednesday's NHL expansion draft? 

"With all due respect, you don't know as much as I know in terms of what 

I believed was going to happen in expansion," the Nashville Predators 

general manager said Thursday, a day after the Seattle Kraken filled out 

their roster and a day before the NHL Draft begins. 

He spoke of trying to get younger, bigger, citing Jarnkrok, who was taken 

by the Kraken, being almost 30 while others he protected are several 

years younger. He added every team has a price to pay in an expansion 

draft.  

Poile couldn't coax the Kraken in taking on either of the $8 million cap 

hits he dangled in Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene, who have four and 

five years, respectively, left on their deals. That the Predators and 

Kraken didn't broker any backroom agreements with those two was not 

surprising, considering the biggest contract Seattle took on was Mark 

Giardano ($6.75 million, one season). 

Poile said he spoke with every player he left exposed, calling the 

conversations "very good," at least from his perspective. He added that 

he doesn't anticipate long-term negative effects in either play or attitude 

from any of them. 

In fact, Poile flipped the script and said he could see some players using 

it as motivation to improve. 

"There's some understanding," he said. "I'm not 100% sure of that; I 

would hope everybody is professional. ... I would hope, if anything, that 

spurs some guys in terms of realizing they weren't taken. 'Why was I not 

taken by Seattle? What can I do more for Nashville?' They're 

professional hockey players. I hope they want to get better. It's as simple 

as that." 

The answer to another question, about how his bosses might feel about 

the lack of return of investment on long-term deals he's signed with 

players such as Kyle Turris (buyout), Duchene, Ryan Ellis, etc., wasn't so 

simple. 

"I'm not sure how to answer that," said Poile, the only GM in franchise 

history. "We have played pretty well, in my mind, for quite a while. Now 

we are having a little bit of, it's not a down period; we've made the 

playoffs, and when you make the playoffs you have a chance to win the 

Stanley Cup. 

"I'm in a position where I feel we have to make some changes because 

we were the second-oldest team in the league. I was just a little 

concerned if we don't make some changes we're not going to get any 

better." 

So Viktor Arvidsson was sent to the Los Angeles Kings. Pekka Rinne 

retired. Ellis was dealt to the Philadelphia Flyers. Jarnkrok is now a 

Kraken. 

"There's no secrets here, we need players like Ryan Johansen and Matt 

Duchene to be more productive. ... It's as simple as that." 

Poile's offseason work won't slow anytime soon, with the draft, free 

agency and more possible trades. 

He said the team has talked with unrestricted free agents Mikael 

Granlund and Erik Haula but that nothing has been done. The free 

agency period begins July 28. He added that he doesn't expect Brad 

Richardson or Erik Gudbranson to return. 
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The Predators aren't rebuilding. They're trying to erase their own 

mistakes  

 

Gentry Estes 

 

The Seattle Kraken didn’t take the bait. They didn’t reach a sweetened 

deal or voluntarily pay up for Matt Duchene or Ryan Johansen in the 

NHL’s expansion draft. 

Instead, they took a bargain in Calle Järnkrok. 

And the Nashville Predators winced and took a loss. 

Strange as it might sound, retaining their two top centers – given their 

long-term deals and overpriced salaries – was the worst thing that could 

have happened to the Preds on Wednesday night. They’d have much 

rather lost Duchene or Johansen than Järnkrok. 

Which speaks to how complicated things have become. 

A pivotal offseason for the Preds has accelerated into an eventful flurry of 

recent activity, and it has done so without a decipherable direction from 

general manager  David Poile. 

He’s not gearing up. He’s not rebuilding. 

BIG TRADE:What dealing Ryan Ellis meant for the Preds 

Really, what he’s doing is trying to erase his own mistakes. To get out 

from under expensive, long-term deals – too many with dwindling returns 

– that have progressively paralyzed the Preds financially and left them 

unable to afford necessary upgrades to stay near the NHL’s upper crust. 

“If we don’t do anything,” said Poile after trading Ryan Ellis to the 

Philadelphia Flyers last Satuday, “we’re not going to get any better. It’s 

decisions – and hard decisions – I’m making right now. We need to 

change the cast. … It’s a step backwards in some regard to take 

hopefully a giant step or several steps forward." 

I agree wholeheartedly with the first part. He had to do something. 

Credit Poile for sensing the level of urgency required to repair how far the 

Preds have slipped from the glory days of 2017 and 2018. His reasoned, 

realistic comments to that end are encouraging. This organization stood 

pat for too long with a hand it seemingly refused to believe wasn't as 

strong as it thought. 

A big reason, however, for that inactivity was they didn’t have much of a 

choice. 

THANKS, PEKKA:Retiring goalie was no good at goodbyes 

Criticize Poile for his overspending during those glory days. Many of 

these long-term, expensive deals have come back to bite the team. 

There was the busted deal with Kyle Turris, who was bought out last year 

with $24 million and four years left on his contract. 

Ellis is a good defenseman. But he's 30 years old, and the past couple of 

seasons, he ceased being worth $6.25 million with – checks notes – six 

years left on his deal. Trading him wasn't going to be popular with Preds 

fans, but it made sense. 

Arvidsson is a good forward. He hasn’t been worth $4.25 million for a 

while. And if he wasn't happy with the Preds, either, a deal certainly 

made sense. 

The return on those trades was never going to be outstanding. That's a 

reality when shedding salary while the NHL faces a flat salary cap for the 

foreseeable future. That's why the Preds are probably stuck with 

Duchene and Johansen. No one is going to take on those $8 million 

salaries without the Preds having to give up too much. 

GENTRY ESTES:Why Prokop's courage was so important to so many  

The Kraken? Deals can still happen, but Seattle was wise to avoid the 

big price tags and go for the underrated Järnkrok at $2 million instead. 

The Preds will miss him, as he's gone along with Arvidsson, Ellis and 

retiring icon Pekka Rinne. All that’s in their place are draft picks, 

unproven youngsters and salary-cap savings. 

That additional financial flexibility will help, though. The Preds needed it. 

They now have money to re-sign Juuse Saros, Mattias Ekholm and Filip 

Forsberg – and perhaps have enough left over to start chasing more 

outside talent. 

To be fair, there’s a lot of offseason remaining. We don’t see the entire 

painting yet, and this team did make the playoffs last season. It isn't a 

lost cause. 

Poile keeps going out of his way to not use the “R” word, because of the 

connotation when saying a franchise is rebuilding. Poile isn't giving up 

and tanking. He instead is insisting the pieces are still there to contend – 

albeit with younger players, many of whom fared better than expected 

when forced into the lineup last season. 

Heupel is playing the long game at UT. SEC Media Days showed it. 

Change will happen, thanks to those like Preds prospect Luke Prokop 

Todd Downing is holding a stacked hand. How's he going to play it? 

Whatever is next for college sports, it'll be better than what's been 

There won't be another Pekka Rinne, a true Nashville treasure 

Just think: Tanner Jeannot was protected from the expansion draft. Who 

in their right mind would have seen that coming a year ago?  

"I don't see this as a rebuild,” Poile said. “I see this as an effort to get 

younger and add some elements to our team that maybe we haven't had 

in recent years. I want to get us back to a situation where we're 

competing at a higher level.” 

Sounds good. 

Thing is, at the moment, it doesn't look good. 

As much as the Preds need to do more to get back to that highest level, 

so far this offseason, they've gotten farther away from it. 

And the Kraken didn't help. 
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Five players the Nashville Predators might choose in first round of 2021 

NHL Draft 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

After nearly a month filled with notable departures, the Nashville 

Predators will add some new names to their system when the NHL Draft 

takes place Friday (7 p.m. CT, ESPN2) with the first round and concludes 

Saturday (10 a.m., NHL Network) with rounds 2-7. 

The Predators have  eight picks, including No. 19 overall (18th, really, 

because the Coyotes forfeited the No. 11 pick), along with two second-

round picks (40 and 51), a third-round pick (83), two fourth-round picks 

(115 and 124), a fifth-round pick (147) and a sixth-round pick (179). 

Though the draft is in inexact science, here's a look at five players the 

Predators might take with their first pick: 

Isak Rosen 

Age: 18 

Position: LW/RW 

Height/weight: 5-foot-11, 161 pounds 

Team: Leksands (Swedish Hockey League) 

FYI: A scorer (21 goals, 14 assists in 35 games in 2019-20), which the 

Predators need more of in their pipeline, Rosen is deemed by scouts as 

a playmaker and two-way player. Because of his smallish frame, could 

benefit by beefing up a bit if he aspires to play alongside fellow Swede 

Filip Forsberg. 

Seattle Kraken select Calle Jarnkrok:Expansion team takes Calle 

Jarnkrok from Nashville Predators 

Nashville Predators preseason:Nashville Predators to play two of six 

preseason games at Bridgestone Arena 

Daniil Chayka 

Age: 18 

Position: Defenseman 

Height/weight: 6-3, 185 

Team: Krasnaya Armiya Moskva (Russia) 

FYI: What he's lacked offensively, he's made up for with his long reach 

and ability on defense, where scouts say he takes away lanes and forces 

shots from tough angles. Predators general manager David Poile has a 

track record of drafting good defensemen. 

Xavier Bourgault 

Age: 18 

Position: C 

Height/weight: 6-foot, 172 

Team: Shawnigan (QMJHL) 

FYI: Had 20 goals and 20 assists in 29 games last season, and had 71 

points the previous season. Again, a player with offensive potential, 

which the Predators never seem to have enough of. Leads draft-eligible 

players with 1.38 points per game last season. Also has proven worthy 

on the power play, another Predators weakness the last few seasons. 

Luke Prokop:Nashville Predators prospect Luke Prokop: 'I am gay'; first 

player under NHL contract to come out 

Fyodor Svechkov 

Age: 18 

Position: Forward 

Height/weight: 6-foot, 187 

Team: SKA St. Petersburg (KHL) 

FYI: Not a prolific offensive threat, but his defense has made scouts take 

notice. Also a gifted passer.  

Corson Ceulemans 

Age: 19  

Position: D 

Height/weight: 6-2, 196 

Team: Brooks Bandits (AJHL) 

FYI: An offensive threat with good size and physicality, according to 

scouts. Also a threat on the power play.  
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Rexrode: Predators GM David Poile navigates the minefield of his own 

mistakes 

 

By Joe Rexrode Jul 22, 2021 

 

“Fantastic” was Nashville Predators GM David Poile’s response when 

asked about having a Stadium Series game in Nashville next season. 

“Just as it is — not being sarcastic when I say this — to see all of you 

today,” Poile continued, addressing the reporters surrounding him, last 

week after Pekka Rinne’s retirement press conference. “As hard as you 

might be on some aspects of the team and what have you.” 

It’s just one aspect, really. It’s him. And it’s gotten to the point where 

Poile — entering his 24th season as GM of a franchise entering its 24th 

season — is now calling out his own moves as well. 

The Seattle Kraken selected do-it-all Preds forward Calle Jarnkrok in the 

expansion draft, which hurts the 2021-22 Preds, and brings up the 

question of why Poile protected fourth-line upstart Tanner Jeannot 

instead of Jarnkrok — who could have fetched a return at the next 

trading deadline for a 2021-22 Preds team that will probably be selling. 

But the real downer for the Preds is that they couldn’t convince Seattle 

GM Ron Francis to take on Matt Duchene and the five years and $40 

million left on his deal. 

Poile tried to pull this off a mere two years after signing Duchene and 

saying of the move on July 1, 2019: “It’s a great day for hockey in 

Nashville, Tennessee — and for the Predators.” 

He is now saying of that move, with his actions: “Oops, never mind. That 

was actually a bad day for all involved.” 

Poile actually completed another “do-over” move over the weekend, 

trading Ryan Ellis to the Flyers three years after signing him to a Poile-

hailed, eight-year, $50 million deal. Poile is finally doing something 

dramatic about the decline that can be traced to the Presidents’ 

Trophy/post-Stanley Cup Final season of 2017-18, which saw him trade 

defense prospect Sam Girard and a second-round pick for Kyle Turris, 

and a first-round pick for Ryan Hartman. 

Getting a second and a third from the Kings for Viktor Arvidsson, and 

Cody Glass and Philippe Myers from the Flyers for Ellis, is better than the 

eventual return of Wayne Simmonds for Hartman and of nothing for Kyle 

Turris — the Preds paid him $16 million to stop playing hockey for them 

and will be absorbing a $2 million cap hit through the 2027-28 season 

because of it. 

So, progress? The guess here is that word won’t be associated much 

with the next version of the Predators. 

Poile could try to make a splash with newfound cap space, but the pool is 

awfully shallow. The top priority now is re-signing Mikael Granlund. And 

Poile has to work on extensions for Mattias Ekholm and Filip Forsberg. 

And they have to figure out if they want to be part of this process, this 

“competitive rebuild” as Poile calls it, without knowing exactly how 

lengthy or painful it may be. 

Duchene and Ryan Johansen will show up to camp knowing Poile 

offered them up (and their $8 million-a-year salaries) to Seattle. They’ll 

return to play for a coach in John Hynes who clearly hasn’t been on the 

same page with them at all times during his 84-game tenure with the 

team. Are they the only ones? The Preds’ 20-7-1 finish to get into the 

playoffs last season, as well as the competitive six-game series loss to 

Carolina, has to say more than just the fact that Juuse Saros was elite. 

NHL coaches are paid to put players in position to succeed, and to win, 

and NHL players are paid to do a job. The realistic goal is for everyone to 

be professional, not best friends. 

But Forsberg made known his disapproval of the Arvidsson trade. 

Arvidsson made known his frustration with Hynes in a post-trade 

interview with The Athletic Preds writer Adam Vingan, saying, “(I) didn’t 

get seen as the all-around player I was” and that he believed he was 

healthy enough to play in more than two games in the playoffs. Clearly, 

Hynes didn’t value Arvidsson (who has been diminishing) like 

predecessor Peter Laviolette did. That trade was not a stunner. The Ellis 

one, though, qualifies. And must have left a lot of his former teammates 

reeling. His anger over it has been noted. 

Winning can fix anything. And can happen, to some extent, in 2021-22 if 

that Saros is the Saros. If Hynes remains effective. If Granlund is back. If 

Duchene has been in a two-season run of bad luck, not a decline. If 

Johansen has been in a two-regular-season funk, not a decline. If Dante 

Fabbro is ready to resume progress. If Eeli Tolvanen is ready to resume 

his pre-injury form of last season. If Glass is ready to show why he was 

the No. 6 overall pick. If Philip Tomasino is ready. 

If, if, if. Every team has them. Competitively rebuilding teams with 

apparently untouchable general managers who spend much of their time 

trying to undo huge mistakes have too many of them. 
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Where do the Predators stand with UFAs Mikael Granlund, Erik Haula? 

Nashville has roughly $29 million in cap space to work with 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER JUL 22, 2021  

 

Now that the smoke from the Seattle expansion draft has cleared, the 

Nashville Predators can turn their attention to the next part of their roster 

rebuilding. 

The Predators aren’t expected to make a huge splash in free agency 

after General Manager David Poile tried unsuccessfully to move on from 

both Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene. But now, he has to live with the 

inflated $8 million per year contracts of both. 

The team’s top priority is presumably Mikael Granlund. The 29-year-old 

had 13 goals and 27 points in 51 games last year and he’s tallied 31 

goals and 62 points in 130 games with Nashville.  

Granlund, who re-signed with Nashville before the start of last season on 

a modest one-year, $3.75 million contract, likely earned a decent raise. 

He has been far and away the Predators’ best forward under head coach 

John Hynes.  

His 24 goals are the most since Hynes took over as the third head coach 

in franchise history, and Granlund also leads the team in ice time (19:20 

per game) and shooting percentage (18.8) and ranks second behind only 

Filip Forsberg with 43 points in the 84 games Hynes has been the coach. 

Reports indicate that Granlund could be asking for a deal in the $5-6 

million per year range. 

Sportsnet NHL insider Elliotte Friedman said Thursday on 102.5-FM that 

a quick decision from Granlund in unlikely as there is probably a larger-

than-expected market for the unrestricted free agent. 

“I think Mikael Granlund is a really good player,” Friedman said. “The 

other thing that’s going on here is, I think there’s a lot of ‘tampering’ going 

on…I think these teams and players are really good about knowing the 

market and what actually is out there and what isn’t…If Granlund is not 

getting signed, it’s either because he sees something out there that is 

better than what Nashville’s offering, or Nashville is squeezing him 

because they don’t think there’s something out there that he hopes to 

get.” 

Not one to tip his hand, Poile told reporters on Thursday that he had 

spoken with both Granlund and unrestricted free agent forward Erik 

Haula, who had nine goals and 21 points in 51 games for Nashville this 

year, but no news should be expected this week as both likely have 

several options to consider. 

“We’ve had some conversations with Granlund,” Poile said. “We’ve had 

some conversations with Haula. Nothing has been done there. I think 

we’re going to be heading into next week just to see where we are, 

where they are, what other opportunities they have, what other 

opportunities we have. I think that’s about where we are.” 

The Predators, who have roughly $29 million in available cap space, 

theoretically have the money to re-sign both after trading away Viktor 

Arvidsson and Ryan Ellis and with Seattle taking Calle Jarnkrok’s $2 

million off the books. 

Granlund’s agent Todd Diamond said two weeks ago that he hadn’t 

talked about a new contract with the Predators yet, but he told The 

Athletic on Wednesday that negotiations with the team were “stuck in 

purgatory.” 

If Granlund signs elsewhere, that likely locks Johansen in as the No. 1 

center and Duchene as the No. 2. 
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Is a move to the wing in the cards for Matt Duchene? 

30-year-old center remains on Predators' roster following expansion draft 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER JUL 22, 2021  

 

The Seattle expansion draft came and went, and Matt Duchene is still a 

Nashville Predator. 

At least he is — for now. 

Although unlikely, Duchene's status could change after 1 p.m. on 

Thursday when the NHL lifts its signing/trade freeze and teams are free 

to deal players as needed. 

To no one’s surprise, the Kraken plucked Calle Jarnkrok from the 

Predators during the expansion draft Wednesday night, leaving the 

Predators with both Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene still on the roster. 

Although it wasn’t for a lack of trying. 

According to David Pagnotta of the Fourth Period, Predators General 

Manager David Poile tried to get the Kraken to take Ryan Johansen and 

was even willing to retain some of his $8 million salary to make it happen. 

Poile has never retained salary in any previous trade. 

So, assuming neither center is dealt to Seattle in a separate side deal, 

Poile will have to swallow his pride and find a way to make it work with 

both of the players he exposed in the expansion draft and actively 

shopped. 

Johansen’s role is pretty well set. He should step back in as the 

Predators’ top-line center next to Filip Forsberg. It’s also assumed the 

Predators want to re-sign Mikael Granlund, who took over as the No. 2 

center when Duchene was injured last year and never gave up the job.  

With nearly $29 million in cap space, they should be able to make a deal 

work. If Granlund does in fact reclaim his spot on second line, the 

Predators find themselves in a predicament. 

Paying Duchene $8 million to play on the third line just seems absurd, 

and there doesn’t seem to be a logical argument for playing him above 

either of the other two centers. 

Poile’s hands may be tied, and the 71-year-old GM may be forced to 

move Duchene to the wing — a position he’s not too unfamiliar with. 

“I'm a natural centerman, I always have been,” Duchene said during his 

end-of-season media availability. “But I can play effectively at wing also, 

especially right wing. I feel comfortable there.” 

The argument can be made if the Predators are stuck paying Duchene 

as much as they have to, why not play him in the top six and put him in 

the best position to succeed? 

Duchene played on the top line with Forsberg and Johansen at times last 

year with some decent success. The trio played together for 33:36 in 20 

combined regular season games, dominating in several areas including 

shots (40 for, 10 against), scoring chances (38 for, five against) and high-

danger chances (14 for, two against). They also had an offensive-zone 

faceoff percentage of 88.6. 

Then in the postseason, the line accounted for 37 shots, four goals — all 

from high-danger areas — 27 scoring chances for, 13 high-danger 

chances for, and an offensive-zone faceoff percentage of 75. 

If the Predators are forced to play Duchene, they could do a lot worse 

than sticking him with Forsberg and Johansen. 

“I think in the playoffs Joey, Fil and I were very good,” Duchene said. “I 

thought we controlled the game when we were out there, and it was fun 

to play with those two guys. And the chemistry we had was great. 

Obviously, we didn't get the result we wanted at the end of the day, so 

there was still room for improvement.” 

The Predators are going to have to make the best of a bad situation. 

Rolling with a top line of Forsberg, Johansen and Duchene, plus a 

second line of Granlund, Eeli Tolvanen and Luke Kunin may just be the 

team’s best option right now. 
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Devils' 2021-22 schedule released: When do they play the Kraken? 

When do they play Rangers? 

 

Robert Aitken Jr. 

 

The Devils will return to a much more normal schedule this fall, months 

after a condensed 60-game schedule that was rearranged due to the 

pandemic. 

New Jersey begins the new season with five straight home games and 

six games at Prudential Center in the first seven games overall. 

At the bottom is the full 2021-22 schedule for the Devils, but there are 

some significant milestones and matchups along the way. Here are six 

games to keep an eye on among the 82-game schedule: 

Oct. 15: Opening night 

The Devils start the 2021-22 season at home against the Chicago 

Blackhawks, the first of five straight home games to begin the season. As 

pandemic restrictions were able to lessen, it will be the first team outside 

of the retooled East division from last season that Lindy Ruff and the 

Devils will face in more than a year. It also would likely be the largest 

crowd at Prudential Center since before the pandemic struck and halted 

the 2019-20 season. 

The game could also potentially see a reunion of brothers: the Subban 

brothers. Devils defenseman P.K. and Blackhawks goalie Malcolm were 

both exposed to the expansion draft earlier this week, but both remained 

on their teams and away from the Seattle Kraken on Wednesday. There 

is still plenty of offseason remaining, but if both brothers remain in place 

and make the opening rosters, they will be in the same arena to begin 

the season. 

Oct. 19: Bring on the Kraken 

The 32nd NHL franchise will get a national spotlight as the Kraken begin 

play a week earlier. Seattle's first-ever game will take place in Vegas on 

Oct. 12 in a clash between the two newest NHL franchises. A week later, 

the Kraken take a trip to the east coast and meet up with the Devils. 

Only the second game of the season for the Devils, they'll see the Kraken 

and possibly former Devil Nathan Bastian for the first time. The Devils will 

travel to Washington state and play their first game ever in Seattle on 

April 16 as a part of a five-game road trip, the longest of the season. 

EXPANSION: NJ Devils lose Nathan Bastian to Seattle Kraken in NHL 

expansion draft 

Oct. 31: Their 3,000th game 

A Sunday game at home against the Columbus Blue Jackets might only 

seem special because it falls on Halloween. However, there will be a 

special milestone on that night by the Devils as the schedule currently 

aligns. It will be the 7th game of the season for the Devils, amounting to 

the 3,000th all-time game for the franchise since their move to New 

Jersey. 

The Devils spent time earlier in their existence as the Kansas City Scouts 

and Colorado Rockies for a combined eight seasons and 640 games in 

the other two cities before coming to New Jersey and being renamed the 

Devils in 1982. 

Nov. 14: Devils head to the Garden 

There won't be a weeklong series of games with the Rangers like this 

past season, but the rivalry will remain strong. The two teams will play 

home and away two times each next season with three of the four 

matchups taking place after the beginning of March. The lone outlier in 

the season series is this mid-November game at Madison Square 

Garden. 

The Devils and Rangers have played one another over 250 times since 

the Devils were born nearly four decades ago, and a Rangers victory in 

this November game would tie the longest win streak by either side in the 

history of the rivalry. Currently, the Rangers have won six in a row 

against the Devils, one shy of tying their previous high mark. 

Dec. 11: First trip to the Island 

The first 13 games of the schedule for the Islanders will be on the road 

before they can open UBS Arena on Nov. 20. Three weeks later, the 

Devils will make the trip to Elmont and check out the new home of the 

Islanders for the first time. 

Exactly a month earlier on Nov. 11 will be when the Islanders play in front 

of fans at Prudential Center for the first time, allowing fans to greet 

longtime Devil Andy Greene, as well as any other former Devils that will 

remain on the Islanders' roster. 

Feb. 28: Battle between brothers 

There are questions as to whether Jack Hughes will be joined in Newark 

by his brother, Luke, when the Devils draft fourth overall on Friday. 

Regardless, there will be two Hughes brothers on the ice at the same 

time at the end of February. When Vancouver comes to visit Prudential 

Center on the last day of February, Jack will face off against another 

brother, Canucks defenseman Quinn Hughes. 

Is there a scenario where all three brothers could be in the league with 

Luke joining one of his brothers' teams and all three on the ice at once? 

Sure. For now, this season gives us a glimpse of a Hughes family 

household splitting the cheers. 
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Islanders will open new arena on Nov. 20 vs. Flames 

 

By David Lazar July 22, 2021 | 10:31PM 

 

The Islanders’ first week at their new arena will feature games against 

John Tavares and the Maple Leafs, the crosstown rival Rangers and 

Sidney Crosby’s Penguins. The one problem? Those games won’t come 

until late November — six weeks into the 2021-22 NHL season. 

With their first 13 games on the road as finishing touches are put on UBS 

Arena at Belmont Park, the Islanders’ schedule features the longest road 

trip to start a season in NHL history. The Islanders’ home opener will be 

Nov. 20 against the Flames, long after they begin their Stanley Cup 

pursuit in Raleigh, N.C., against the Hurricanes on Oct. 14. 

The NHL released its full regular-season schedules Thursday evening. 

The Rangers open their season Oct. 13 on the road against the Capitals. 

In the final matchup last season between the teams, on May 5, there 

were six fights after Rangers star forward Artemi Panarin was injured by 

Tom Wilson the game prior. 

The Islanders’ UBS Arena in Elmont, Long Island. 

Charles Wenzelberg/New York Post 

The Blueshirts’ home opener will be Oct. 14 against the Stars, and the 

Kraken will make their first trip to the Garden on Jan. 30. Before that, the 

Rangers will play the NHL’s newest team on Halloween in Seattle. 

Five of the Rangers’ first six games will be away from the Garden. The 

Devils, on the other hand, will begin their 2021-22 campaign with their 

first five — and six of seven — at Prudential Center. 

The Devils will try to give their fans holiday cheer, hosting the Wild the 

day before Thanksgiving, the Canadiens the day before Christmas Eve 

and the Oilers on New Year’s Eve. They will welcome the Blackhawks for 

the home opener in Newark on Oct. 15 — and will host the Kraken four 

days later. 
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Isles to play first game at UBS Arena on Nov. 20 vs. Calgary Flames 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

UBS Arena at Belmont Park will host its first NHL game on Nov. 20 when 

the Islanders face the Flames. 

That just means the Islanders will open this coming season with a 

marathon 13-game road trip spread over five weeks, starting against the 

Hurricanes on Oct. 14, before finally moving into their state-of-the-art, 

$1.1 billion new home. 

Team statistician Eric Hornick confirmed it will be the longest road trip in 

team history, surpassing a nine-game trip in February-March, 2017. The 

NHL reports it will be the longest road trip to start a season in the league. 

The Rangers will open their season on Oct. 13 at Washington before 

facing the Stars at Madison Square Garden the next night in their home 

opener. 

See the progress on Isles' UBS Arena at Belmont Park construction 

The NHL released its schedule for the 2021-22 season on Thursday and 

it will be a return to normalcy in terms of the schedule’s length and dates, 

provided the league can complete it. 

Teams will play 82 games and the league’s division and conference 

alignment will revert to the pre-pandemic model, other than the 

expansion Seattle Kraken being placed in the Pacific Division and the 

Coyotes switching to the Central Division. Teams will be able to travel 

across the U.S.-Canadian border. 

Not settled yet is whether NHL players will be participating in the 2022 

Beijing Winter Olympics. However, the league built a pause into the 

schedule from Feb. 7-22 to accommodate the expected participation. 

The NHL’s All-Star weekend will be Feb. 4-5 in Vegas. 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced the 2019-20 regular season to end 

before its completion and a resulting four-month pause before the 

postseason began. Last season, truncated to 56 games, started in 

January and teams only played within their division and the Stanley Cup 

Final did not end until July 7. 

The Rangers’ first trip to UBS Arena will be on Nov. 24 as the Islanders 

christen their new facility with a four-game homestand. The Rangers also 

play at UBS Arena on April 21 and the Islanders are at the Garden on 

Nov. 28 and April 1. 

The Rangers play nine of their first 12 games on the road, including their 

first trip to Seattle on Oct. 31. Their longest road trip is five games from 

Jan. 6-15 as they visit Vegas, the three California teams and 

Philadelphia. The Rangers have two four-game homestands from Nov. 

28-Dec. 4 and Jan. 28-Feb. 24, including the Kraken’s first trip to the 

Garden on Jan. 30. 

The Islanders have a season-high, six-game homestand from March 3-

13. 

The Islanders are in Seattle for the first time on Jan. 4 and the Kraken 

visit UBS Arena on Jan. 29. 

They conclude their regular season hosting the two-time Cup champion 

Lightning on April 28 while the Rangers end their season on April 29 

against the Capitals at the Garden. 

The Islanders’ monster, season-opening road trip also includes stops in 

Chicago, Colorado, Arizona, Vegas, Nashville, Montreal, Winnipeg, 

Minnesota, New Jersey, Tampa Bay and two trips to Florida. 
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With new cap space, Islanders are taking time to make deals 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

The NHL re-opened for a business on Thursday after a five-day trade 

and waiver freeze. 

And while there were a handful of trades, the Islanders, now with 

significant salary-cap space under the flat, $81.5 million ceiling, did not 

rush to make a move. 

The expectation, though, is Islanders president and general manager Lou 

Lamoriello is thinking big after shedding salary. He did not address the 

media on Thursday. 

He gave himself financial wiggle room by trading defenseman Nick Leddy 

and his $5.5 million cap charge to the Red Wings this past Friday and 

then Andrew Ladd and his $5.5 million cap hit to the Coyotes the next 

day. The Kraken selected top-line right wing Jordan Eberle, who also has 

a $5.5 million cap charge, in Wednesday’s expansion draft. 

The Islanders now have approximately $17.6 million in cap space. 

Lamoriello has restricted free agents Adam Pelech, Anthony Beauvillier 

and goalie Ilya Sorokin to re-sign. Fourth-line center Casey Cizikas and 

Kyle Palmieri are the top unrestricted free agents. 

But Lamoriello could also be maneuvering to make an offer to impending 

marquee UFA Gabriel Landeskog if the Avalanche’s star wing is 

available when the free agent market opens on Wednesday. The 

Islanders could also be interested in the Blues’ Vladimir Tarasenko, 

though St. Louis GM Doug Armstrong told the media on Thursday he 

would not necessarily trade the sharpshooter despite Tarasenko’s camp 

requesting a move. 

Lamoriello is also reportedly interested in defenseman Ryan Suter and 

Zach Parise, who he drafted 17th overall in 2003 as the Devils’ boss. The 

Wild bought both out of the final four seasons of their 13-year, $98 million 

deals. 

On Thursday, the Flyers sent Shayne Gostisbehere and a second- and 

seventh-round pick in the 2022 draft to the Coyotes for future 

considerations, essentially a salary dump of the final two seasons of the 

defenseman’s six-year, $27 million deal. 

It was a similar move the Coyotes, who still have approximately $24.3 

million in cap space, per CapFriendly.com, made with the Islanders in 

taking on Ladd and the final two seasons of his seven-year, $38.5 million 

deal along with a second-round pick this year, a conditional second-

round pick in 2022 and a conditional third-round pick in 2023. The 

Islanders received no asset in return, other than the resulting cap space. 

Also on Thursday, the Red Wings acquired goalie Alex Nedeljkovic — 

supposedly Carolina’s goalie of the future — from the cost-conscious 

‘Canes for goalie Jonathan Bernier and a third-round pick this weekend. 

The Red Wings promptly signed Nedeljkovic to a manageable two-year, 

$6 million deal. 

The Kraken traded Tyler Pitlick to the Flames for a fourth-round pick in 

2022 a day after they selected the forward from the Coyotes in the 

expansion draft. 
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NHL mock draft 2021 

 

By Andrew Gross and Colin Stephenson 

 

The NHL will conduct what could be a very unpredictable entry draft on 

Friday and Saturday. 

The draft, to be conducted remotely for the second straight year, may be 

unpredictable because the COVID-19 pandemic greatly affected how the 

prospects were scouted – and how much they could play. And, there 

could be more trades than usual. 

The first round will be Friday night at 8 p.m., broadcast on ESPN2. 

Rounds 2 through 7 will start Saturday at 11 a.m. on the NHL Network. 

The Islanders do not own a first-round pick, having traded it to the Devils 

for Kyle Palmieri and Travis Zajac. The Rangers own the 16th pick. 

Here’s how Newsday projects the first round: 

1. Buffalo Sabres: Owen Power, D, Michigan (NCAA), 6-6, 213 

If anyone had any doubts about whether the Mississauga, Ontario, native 

should be the No. 1 pick overall, Power’s performance for gold medal-

winning Canada in the world championships erased those. Huge, with 

great skills, vision, and skating ability. The only question is whether he 

will sign immediately or return to Michigan for his sophomore year. 

2. Seattle Kraken: Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan (NCAA), 6-2, 175 

Power’s college teammate scored 24 points (10 goals and 14 assists) in 

24 games as a freshman. Second-line center and the youngest member 

of Team USA’s gold medal-winning World Junior Championships squad. 

3. Anaheim Ducks: Mason McTavish, C, Peterborough (OHL), 6-1, 207 

Because the pandemic prevented the OHL from playing this season, 

McTavish went to Sweden and played in the second division of its 

professional league, where he scored nine goals, with two assists in 13 

games. 

4. New Jersey Devils: Luke Hughes, D, USNTDP, 6-2, 184 

The biggest of the three Hughes brothers, Luke Hughes is an excellent 

skater who reads the ice well and makes smart decisions. The Devils get 

a chance to reunite him and 2019 No. 1 pick overall Jack Hughes, their 

second-line center. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: Simon Edvinsson, D, Frolunda Jr. (Sweden 

Jr.), 6-4, 198 

The No. 2 rated European skater prospect according to the NHL’s 

Central Scouting Bureau, he may be a year or two away, but he’s a 

strong skater and reminds some of the Blue Jackets’ Seth Jones. 

6. Detroit Red Wings: William Eklund, LW, Djurgarden (SHL), 5-10, 176 

The No. 1 rated European prospect, Eklund had 11 goals and 23 points 

in 40 games in Sweden’s top pro league. He is under contract for one 

more season, but the rebuilding Red Wings can wait. 

7. San Jose Sharks: Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton (WHL), 6-2, 175 

Had 12 goals and 12 assists in 12 games for Edmonton, and four goals, 

three assists in seven games for Canada’s Under-18 team. 

8. Los Angeles Kings: Kent Johnson, C, Michigan (NCAA), 6-1, 167 

The third member of Michigan’s Big 3 freshmen, Johnson had nine goals 

and 27 points in 26 games for the Wolverines. 

9. Vancouver Canucks: Brandt Clarke, D, Barrie (OHL), 6-2, 185 

Clarke went to Slovakia, where he scored five goals with 10 assists and 

41 penalty minutes in 26 games for Nove Zamky. 

10. Ottawa Senators: Jesper Wallstedt, G, Lulea (SHL), 6-3, 214 

The top-ranked European goalie had a 2.23 goals-against average and a 

.907 save percentage in 22 games in Sweden’s top pro league. 

11. Forfeited pick by Arizona Coyotes 

12. Chicago: Sebastian Cossa, G, Edmonton (WHL), 6-6, 210 

The top-ranked North American goalie played 19 games for Edmonton 

and had a 1.57 GAA and a .941 save percentage. 

13. Calgary Flames: Matthew Coronato, RW, Chicago (USHL), 5-10, 183 

The USHL is not the OHL, but 48 goals in 51 games is not bad in any 

league. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers: Aatu Raty, C, Karpat (Finland), 6-2, 185 

The third-ranked European skater had three goals and three assists in 

Finland’s top pro league. 

15. Dallas Stars: Daniil Chayka, D, CSKA Moscow (KHL), 6-3, 187 

Started in junior, promoted to the second division, then to the top division 

in Russia. Had a goal and an assist in 11 games in the top league. 

16. Rangers: Brennan Othmann, LW, Flint (OHL), 6-0, 175 

That’s IF the Rangers actually make this pick. Odds are, someone else 

will be making it, after a trade. Someone like the Sabres, maybe? 

17. St. Louis Blues: Cole Sillinger, C, Sioux Falls (USHL), 6-0, 197 

A skilled offensive player whose father, Mike, finished his lengthy NHL 

career with the Islanders after the Red Wings selected him 11th overall in 

1989. 

18. Winnipeg Jets: Carson Lambos, D, Winnipeg (WHL), 6-1, 197 

A two-way defenseman whose stock may have dropped after sustaining 

an injury in the WHL and winding up playing in Finland. 

19. Nashville Predators: Chaz Lucius, C, USNTDP, 6-1, 185 

A projected top-six forward who has seemingly recovered fully from knee 

surgery. 

20. Edmonton Oilers: Fabian Lysell, RW, Lulea (SHL), 5-10, 172 

The ninth-ranked European skater has top-10 talent but some have 

questioned his character. 

21. Boston Bruins: Isak Rosen, LW, Leksands (SHL) 

Gifted offensively who impressed with a strong performance for Sweden 

at the Under-18 championships 

22. Minnesota Wild: Nikita Chibrikov, RW, SKA St. Petersburg (KHL), 5-

10, 170 

The fourth-ranked European skater possess strong playmaking and 

leadership skills. 

23. Detroit Red Wings (from Capitals): Corson Ceulemans, D, Brooks 

(AJHL), 6-2, 198 

A potential top-four defenseman with a hard shot. 

24. Florida Panthers: Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski (QMJHL), 6-1, 175 

A speedy playmaker with strong stickhandling skills 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Maple Leafs): Fedor Svechkov, C, (St. 

Petersburg (KHL), 6-0, 187 

A two-way center with the versatility to play on either wing. 

26. Minnesota Wild (from Penguins): Jack Peart, D, Fargo (USHL), 5-11, 

186 

A prototypical new-age NHL defenseman: a solid puck-mover with good 

vision 

27. Carolina Hurricanes: Zach Dean, C, Gatineau (QMJHL), 6-0, 176 

His draft stock may have fallen after an injury-shortened season but 

teams like his grit in the offensive zone. 

28. Colorado Avalanche: Francesco Pinelli, C, Kitchener (OHL), 6-0, 185 

A strong skater whose game developed in Slovenia last season while on 

loan. 

29. New Jersey Devils (from Islanders): Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan 

(QMJHL), 6-0, 172 

A skilled scorer who can play all three forward positions. 



30. Vegas Golden Knights: Olen Zellweger, D, Everett (WHL), 5-9, 175 

He doesn’t turn 18 until September but his stock rose with a strong 

Under-18 showing for Canada. 

31. Montreal Canadiens: Zachary L’Heureux, LW, Halifax (QMJHL), 5-11, 

196 

A strong skater and pure goal scorer with good size. 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets (from Lightning): Samu Tuomaala, RW, 

Karpat (Finland), 5-10, 179 

A speedy skater who is dangerous throughout the offensive zone with his 

quick shot. 
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New York Islanders First Game at UBS Arena is in Mid-November 

 

By Christian Arnold  

 

The New York Islanders will open UBS Arena in November. 

The New York Islanders will play their home opener at the newly built 

arena on Nov. 20 against the Calgary Flames, which will be followed by 

three straight games at their new home. With UBS Arena needing to be 

worked on more than a month into the season, the Islanders will start the 

regular season with a 13-game road trip. 

NYI Hockey Now’s Stefen Rosner was first to report the date of the 

Islanders’ home opener. 

Hearing #Isles home opener will be November 20th vs #NHLFlames. 

— Stefen Rosner (@stefen_rosner) July 22, 2021 

UBS Arena officials deferred to Lou Lamoriello’s comments about an 

opening date for the building during a recent tour of the construction site. 

Lamoriello told reporters during his end of the year media availability he 

expected the Islanders to start the 2021-22 season on the road. 

It won’t be the first time that a New York Hockey team started their 

season on the road. The New York Rangers were forced to start on the 

road twice because of renovations at Madison Square Garden in 2011 

and 2013. 

The Islanders will open the season in Carolina against the Hurricanes 

and then travel to face the Florida Panthers. They will see only three 

divisional rivals during their first 13 games of the year, traveling to 

Columbus on Oct. 21 and New Jersey on Nov. 11. 

The Islanders’ first trip to Seattle to face former teammate Jordan Eberle 

will be on Jan. 4 and Seattle will make its first trip to UBS Arena on Jan. 

29. 
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New York Islanders Interested in Bringing in Zach Parise and Ryan Suter 

 

By Christian Arnold  

 

The New York Islanders have an interest in both Zach Parise and Ryan 

Suter. 

Lou Lamoriello is looking to bring in the two former Minnesota WIld 

players, according to Larry Brooks and Joe Pantorno. Last week NYI 

Hockey Now reported first that sources indicated a deal between the 

Islanders and Parise was all but set to happen and that chatter indicated 

he was trying to bring Suter along with him. 

Both players would come to Long Island at a significantly lower price to 

fill gaps that the New York Islanders need to address. With the trade of 

Nick Leddy, Suter would help fill the hole left by his departure as a 

second or third pair defenseman and Parise would fit well on the 

Islanders’ third line alongside Jean-Gabriel Pageau. 

NHL Free Agency begins July 28 at noon. 
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Barclay Goodrow signing was easy part of tricky Rangers makeover 

 

By Larry Brooks July 22, 2021 | 10:39pm | Updated 

 

The Rangers have made the financial commitment to Barclay Goodrow 

for what, by any objective measure, is an overpayment at a cap hit of 

$3.64 million per season on a six-year, $21.85 million contract. 

But having made that leap after sending a seventh-rounder to Tampa 

Bay for the rights to Goodrow, then an impending free-agent winger, it 

now becomes incumbent upon general manager Chris Drury to make the 

commitment to surround him with complementary players while forming a 

dedicated checking line. 

That will create ripples throughout the organization as the GM attempts 

to remake the Rangers into a more playoff-compatible team that likely will 

feature less raw talent than the roster assembled by former GM Jeff 

Gorton, but will be more balanced and better equipped to compete 

against the Islanders of the world. 

Gorton came out of the 2020 bubble fiasco acknowledging that the 

Rangers needed to become tougher to play against, then did nothing to 

address the matter in the short term. The issue lingered and festered. 

The new regime is addressing the defect as a priority. 

But given the composition of the personnel, it is going to be tricky 

business. It is not simply about moving one piece here and another there. 

It is not even about identifying bottom-six forwards and providing them 

with roles. Not yet. That comes second. First, is acquiring them. Or 

maybe promoting them. Because, aside from Goodrow and fourth-line 

center Kevin Rooney, the Rangers really don’t have role players. 

Barclay Goodrow and GM Chris Drury 

There is every chance Goodrow will center the third line, though he spent 

his year-plus with the repeat champion Lightning on the wing. The 28-

year-old had super fancy faceoff stats with San Jose in 2017-18 and 

2018-19 (55.4 percent) and clicked at 50 percent last year for the 

Lightning. It is also probably easier to find wingers to bookend the 

checking line than it would be to find a center who fits the profile, so 

moving Goodrow back into the middle makes some sense. 

But checking the Rangers’ roster, there appears to be a black hole of 

candidates. Chris Kreider is not equipped for that role. Nor is Vitaly 

Kravtsov. Neither are Alexis Lafreniere or Kaapo Kakko. And if the third 

line is going to be a dedicated checking unit, you can’t stack Kreider, 

Lafreniere and Artemi Panarin on the left. 

So Lafreniere probably will move to the right. Which, friends, is just 

another reason why Drury has been shopping Buchnevich for weeks. 

Without a current vacancy at the top, Drury will have to create one. 

Of course, there is also the salary cap as it relates to Buchnevich. The 

Rangers are in fine fashion for this coming season. But it becomes 

extremely tight the year after that and almost impossible already in two 

seasons. For 2023-24, you have to figure that Adam Fox will come in at 

least at $9M per on his second contract, and probably closer to an 

annual $10M, depending upon Cale Makar’s anticipated deal with 

Colorado. You have to figure Igor Shesterkin, only two years away from 

unrestricted free agency and thus holding a massive amount of leverage, 

for at least $6M per for at least five years beginning this year. 

By the way, that would constitute a record for a goaltender coming out of 

entry-level, with Sergei Bobrovsky’s two-year deal with Columbus for 

$5.625M per in 2013 still the standard. Second highest? Henrik 

Lundqvist’s one-year, $4.25M contract for 2007-08. Third? Matt Murray, 

coming off a Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh, for $3.75M per for three years. 

So, paying it forward. Figuring $15.5M combined for Fox and Shesterkin, 

plus $11.64M for Panarin, $6.5M for Kreider, $8.0M for Jacob Trouba, 

$3.0M for Ryan Lindgren and $3.642M for Goodrow, that amounts to just 

under $48.29M for seven players. The Rangers would thus have around 

$34M if the cap goes to $82.5M to sign another 15 players — including a 

first- and second-line center. There is no room for another $5.5M-$6.0M 

winger with second contracts coming up for Lafreniere and Kakko. No 

room, then, for Buchnevich. 

So who do the Rangers have who would be compatible with Goodrow 

and fit the requirements to relentlessly grind, pressure the puck, work it 

down low and stifle the opposition? Maybe Morgan Barron? Could Tim 

Gettinger or Ty Ronning, both impending restricted free agents due 

qualifying offers, be a fit? Oh, and then Drury also has to fill the fourth 

line around Rooney. The free-agent market opens on July 28. 

The Rangers have made a considerable financial commitment to 

Goodrow. That was the easy part. Now management must make the 

commitment to build a unit around the new man and put him in a position 

in which he can make the most impact. If not, if the idea is to just throw 

him onto a line with, say, Kreider and Filip Chytil, the Rangers might just 

as well have given the money to me. 
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Rangers head into 2021 NHL Draft with plenty of options 

 

By Mollie Walker July 22, 2021 | 10:05PM 

 

When the NHL roster freeze ended Thursday afternoon, it was quieter 

than expected, but the Rangers were one of a few teams to make 

decisions ahead of the 2021 entry draft that begins Friday night. 

The Rangers announced a six-year deal with gritty forward Barclay 

Goodrow, whom the organization acquired from the Lightning less than a 

week earlier in exchange for a 2022 seventh-round pick. Taking into 

consideration how active Chris Drury has been this offseason, including 

his move to unload Brett Howden to Vegas this past weekend, it feels as 

though the Rangers’ new president and general manager is working 

toward something bigger. 

Also, the Rangers plan to move on from veteran defenseman Brendan 

Smith, according to The Post’s Larry Brooks. Smith is a pending 

unrestricted free agent after five seasons in a depth role. 

While Drury continues to shape the Blueshirts’ lineup ahead of the 2021-

22 season, the draft presents a slew of opportunities. The Rangers hold 

nine picks, the 15th overall selection in the Friday’s opening round and 

eight more in Rounds 2-7 on Saturday. 

Chris Drury likely has big plans for the 2021 NHL Draft weekend. 

Rangers 

As tight-lipped as Drury was during his pre-expansion draft media 

availability, he made it known the Rangers front office is leaving no stone 

unturned when it comes to options to make the team better. One of those 

options is certainly utilizing that first-round pick. 

“That’s a piece we have,” Drury said Monday. “If we can make the team 

better with moving that pick — or another pick or players — we’ll look at 

everything.” 

Since speculation is through the roof on the possibility of Drury crafting a 

package deal that appeases the Sabres’ absurd asking price for vexed 

star center Jack Eichel, the Rangers’ No. 15 pick (which is listed as 16 

because of the Coyotes’ forfeited selection) is guaranteed to be part of 

the equation. 

According to Brooks, however, the Rangers have still not received 

access to Eichel’s medical records. 

The Rangers have one first-round pick, two third-rounders, three in the 

fourth round and one in each of the fifth, sixth and seventh rounds. 

Last year’s draft was the start of the Rangers’ objective to become 

“harder to play against,” and that mantra is expected to drive their player 

selections again. Former GM Jeff Gorton proved that bulking up was a 

priority when he traded up on two separate occasions in 2020, in the first 

round for 6-foot-2 defenseman Braden Schneider (No. 19) and in the 

second for 6-3 winger William Cuylle (No. 60). 

The Rangers didn’t take a center last year until the third round, but it is 

now the clear position that needs strengthening. Filip Chytil is the 

franchise’s only center draftee who played a major role on the team last 

season. Morgan Barron, who played in five games in 2020-21, is on the 

cusp of breaking onto the scene full time, but the Cornell product is 

expected to get some looks on the wing instead of center. 

At No. 15, the consensus top-three centers of the 2021 draft — Matthew 

Beniers, Kent Johnson and Mason McTavish — probably won’t be 

available to the Rangers. 

Aatu Räty out of the Finnish Liiga, Russian Fyodor Svechkov and Cole 

Sillinger of the USHL are more likely to be there. There’s also forward 

Matthew Coronato, who is known for his hands and is coming off an 85-

point season with the Chicago Steel in the USHL. The New York native is 

committed to Harvard for the 2021-22 season, as Adam Fox was when 

he was drafted in 2016. 

At 6-2, 185 pounds, Räty fits the big-bodied trend the Rangers are on in 

the draft. He is considered a versatile forward, but his stock went down 

after he struggled to produce for the Finnish Liiga’s Karpat last season. 

Svechkov is a defensive-minded center with a tremendous upside, which 

could be enticing to the Rangers. In 2020-21, Sillinger put up big 

numbers for the USHL’s Sioux Falls Stampede with 46 points (24 goals, 

22 assists) in just 31 games. The Columbus, Ohio, native’s wrist shot is 

described by EliteProspects as “potent,” and he is considered to be a 

true offensive threat. 
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Barclay Goodrow signs hefty six-year contract with Rangers 

 

By Mollie Walker July 22, 2021 | 5:50pm | Updated 

 

The Rangers wasted no time striking a deal with forward Barclay 

Goodrow, signing the pending free agent to a hefty six-year, $21.85 

million contract, six days after acquiring him from the Lightning. 

The 28-year-old Goodrow, whom Blueshirts general manager Chris Drury 

expects to bring experience coming off back-to-back Stanley Cup wins 

with Tampa Bay, will carry a cap hit of $3.642 million. The deal also 

includes a combined $2.25 million in signing bonuses over the next two 

seasons (plus $1.25 million in Year 6) and a 15-team no-trade list, per 

PuckPedia. 

Amid making a commitment to one player, the Rangers will be saying 

goodbye to another in an additional decision Thursday. The Post’s Larry 

Brooks reported the organization plans to move on from veteran 

defenseman Brendan Smith, who is a pending unrestricted free agent, 

after five seasons in a depth role for the Rangers. 

After making an impression during the Lightning’s second straight Cup 

run, Goodrow became a target for Drury. The Rangers sent a 2022 

seventh-round pick to Tampa Bay in exchange for Goodrow, and Drury 

was able to get a jump on negotiations to ensure a deal would be made 

before the start of free agency on Wednesday. 

“I think he’s pretty versatile,” Drury said of Goodrow on Monday. “I can 

see him doing a lot of different things for [coach] Gerard [Gallant], 

whether that’s more time in the middle, whether it’s faceoffs in the D-

zone. We think he’s got a pretty complete game and he’s going to be 

able to help in a lot of different areas. He is a guy that we targeted and 

obviously went out and made a deal with Tampa [Bay] to get him early to 

get a jump on [the negotiating process]. 

LFG @NYRangers 

— Barclay Goodrow (@bgoodrow23) July 22, 2021 

“You know, he checks an awful lot of boxes that we’re previously 

discussed. … A little more straight-line approach. The bigger the game, 

the better he seems to play. He’s a winner. He’s able to walk in our 

locker room and talk about what it’s like to play in the playoffs and to win 

Cups.” 

Goodrow has served in a third-line role the last two seasons with the 

Lightning, but his chemistry with center Yanni Gourde — who was taken 

by the Seattle Kraken in the expansion draft — and Blake Coleman 

played a major role in Tampa Bay’s second championship run. 

After scoring six goals and dishing 14 assists in 55 regular-season 

games in 2020-21, Goodrow chipped in two goals and four assists in the 

playoffs. 

The most valuable part of Goodrow’s game is probably his defense. He 

was one of the Lightning’s top penalty killers and has proven that — with 

the right linemates — he can contribute offensively as well. 

As an undrafted forward out of the Ontario Hockey League, Goodrow 

signed with the Sharks in March 2014 and played parts of six NHL 

seasons in San Jose. The Sharks then traded Goodrow, along with a 

2020 third-round pick, to Tampa Bay in exchange for a 2020 first-rounder 

and Anthony Greco in February 2020. 

In 331 NHL games, Goodrow has 32 goals and 61 assists with 304 

penalty minutes. 
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Rangers, Barclay Goodrow agree to six-year contract 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

An hour after the NHL’s expansion draft roster freeze expired Thursday, 

the Rangers announced they had come to terms on a six-year deal with 

unrestricted free-agent forward Barclay Goodrow, whose negotiating 

rights they acquired Saturday from the two-time Stanley Cup champion 

Tampa Bay Lightning. 

According to Goodrow’s agent, Ian Pulver, the contract is worth $21.85 

million, an average annual value of $3.64 million. PuckPedia reported the 

deal includes a 15-team no-trade list. 

Goodrow, 28, was part of the third line of the Lightning, which played a 

key role in Tampa Bay winning its second straight championship. In 18 

playoff games for the Lightning, he had two goals and four assists, and in 

55 games in the regular season, he had six goals and 14 assists, plus 52 

penalty minutes. He led the Lightning in hits in the regular season with 

111 and was tied for second in hits in the playoffs with 68. 

On Saturday, before teams were required to submit their protected lists 

for Wednesday’s expansion draft and the roster freeze went into effect, 

the Rangers sent a seventh-round pick in the 2022 entry draft to Tampa 

Bay to obtain the right to negotiate with Goodrow before the opening of 

the free-agent signing period July 28. 

A 6-2, 203-pounder, Goodrow fits the bill for the Rangers, as far as 

helping them get grittier, tougher and harder to play against. In a 

conference call with the team’s beat reporters Monday, Rangers general 

manager Chris Drury said of Goodrow: "He just checks off a lot of boxes . 

. . the bigger the game, the better he seems to play; he’s a winner, he’ll 

be able to walk in our locker room and talk about what it’s like to play in 

the playoffs, and to win Cups.’’ 

A native of Toronto, Goodrow signed with the San Jose Sharks as an 

undrafted free agent in 2014 after ending his junior career with Brampton 

of the Ontario Hockey League. He was up and down between the Sharks 

and the minor leagues for three seasons before becoming a regular. San 

Jose dealt him to Tampa Bay at the trade deadline in 2020 for a first-

round pick and minor-leaguer Anthony Greco. (Greco, a Queens native, 

is currently under contract to the Rangers and played in Hartford in 

2021.) 

After the COVID-19 pandemic halted play in the NHL, the Lightning won 

the Stanley Cup when the season resumed in the bubbles of Toronto and 

Edmonton. Goodrow’s linemate on Tampa Bay, Yanni Gourde, was 

selected off the Lightning roster in the expansion draft by the incoming 

Seattle Kraken. 
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Rangers get their grit in Barclay Goodrow, but what’s next? A Jack Eichel 

trade? A first-round goalie? 

 

By Rick Carpiniello Jul 23, 2021  

 

Opportunity knocks for the Rangers and Chris Drury. 

The NHL Draft has the promise to be a swap shop, especially for teams 

willing to deal their first-round picks. That first round takes place Friday 

night, and Drury holds what is officially the 16th pick — though, in reality, 

it’s the pick that will yield the 15th player selected, due to Arizona’s 

forfeiture of its pick. 

So one would think that if there’s going to be an impactful trade for Drury 

to make in the infancy of his new role as president and general manager, 

Friday would be a great chance to do so. 

The Rangers, after four years of rebuilding and re-stocking, are loaded 

with young players and prospects. And now, as everyone knows, the 

owner thinks they need to turn the corner soon (like, yesterday). There is 

not a single reason not to trade that first-round pick in a bigger deal that 

brings the Rangers a difference-maker. 

Right? 

Well, maybe not. We’re actually hearing that the Rangers might actually 

— hold on now — be in the market for a goalie. Perhaps it is insurance 

against Igor Shesterkin’s progress flattening; he was inconsistent in his 

first full NHL season after an eye-popping half-season the year before. 

Or perhaps it’s insurance against Shesterkin being difficult to re-sign as a 

restricted free agent. Or perhaps it’s simply because the goalies behind 

Shesterkin, including Alexandar Georgiev, have hardly wowed anybody 

since Henrik Lundqvist departed. 

One option would be to add a goalie through the draft — instead of using 

that first-rounder in a trade. Sebastian Cossa is seen as a first-rounder, 

and his name has been linked to the Rangers. He likely won’t be 

available when the Rangers pick, but the possibility could make Drury 

reluctant. 

Barring that? 

If Drury is indeed ever going to take the Jack Eichel plunge, this year’s 

first-rounder would likely be a big piece. Drury has certainly shown 

interest in Eichel, and while there will be much angst about Eichel’s 

contract (a $10 million cap hit per year, which would likely mean Mika 

Zibanejad is out the door following this season) and about his injured 

neck, the big-fish/big-market possibility exists. Perhaps even as a 

probability. 

In my opinion, adding Eichel at the expense of Zibanejad plus many 

assets is a net minus. Also, The Athletic’s John Vogl asked agent Peter 

Fish about Eichel’s health recently. “Jack feels great,” Fish said. Vague 

but to the point. Convinced? 

Back to the point, though. If Drury waits until after the draft, the price will 

have to be steeper in terms of assets since it won’t include the first-

rounder the Rangers don’t really need. That first-rounder will have then 

become a player, one who won’t be in the NHL, most likely, for two or 

three seasons at minimum. 

This could be an opportunity missed if Drury waits. 

That said, if he does wait, it doesn’t mean a big deal can’t come later. 

We’ve seen these past four drafts that previous GM Jeff Gorton often had 

a first-rounder on the table but only traded one of them pre-draft. 

I asked Drury if he sees this eight-day span — Wednesday’s expansion 

draft, the entry draft, and next week’s free agency — as a window to 

make a big strike. 

“Put it this way: We’re always looking, every day, at ways we can be 

better and ways we can reach our goal (to make the playoffs) next year,” 

he said. “We’re going to look at every single way we can, whether it’s 

trades, draft, you name it. We’re just trying to be better.” 

RANGERS' SCHEDULE: #NYR PIC.TWITTER.COM/DCF02R9EMH 

— RICK CARPINIELLO (@RICKCARPINIELLO) JULY 22, 2021 

The Rangers got better in one regard on Thursday when, as Drury 

predicted, they were able to sign forward Barclay Goodrow to a six-year, 

$21.85 million contract with an annual cap hit of $3.642 (per Daily 

Faceoff’s Frank Seravalli). He also has a 15-team no-trade clause (per 

PuckPedia). 

The contract isn’t ideal, especially the term, but that’s what you get in 

unrestricted free agency. 

Goodrow’s an ideal bottom-sixer, but if he ends up playing on a line with 

Artemi Panarin, that’s going to be a problem … and a stretch. (Think: 

Bobby Holik from a different era.) As a third-liner, either on the wing or in 

the middle, Goodrow is one piece of exactly what the Rangers need, and 

of course the Cup jewelry doesn’t hurt, nor does his willingness to toss 

hands. He’s the type of straight-ahead, physical, confrontational player 

that the Rangers lack in numbers and will require under coach Gerard 

Gallant. He’s also a 52 percent career faceoff man, though he was 

exactly at 50 percent last season and just below it the two previous 

seasons. 

Goodrow is a piece, and frankly, they need more pieces than just him to 

play Gallant’s style, but they also could greatly use an upgrade in the top 

six. 

LFG @NYRANGERS 

— BARCLAY GOODROW (@BGOODROW23) JULY 22, 2021 

Imagine, too, if it turns out that Panarin and Alexis Lafrenière are the 

Rangers’ top-two left wingers and Chris Kreider drops down to play on a 

third line? That’s obviously a very expensive third line, but it could also 

be extremely effective and play the type of game Gallant teams are 

known for. Imagine, too, if Morgan Barron plays on that line — both he 

and Goodrow can play in the middle. That’s some beef and sandpaper. 

Incidentally, Goodrow’s uniform numbers, for his career, were 89, 23 and 

19. Well, 23 is untouchable and 19 is retired, and right now 89’s not 

available either. Which brings us to … 

I don’t think any of this makes it any less likely that the Rangers deal 

Pavel Buchnevich. In fact, it could make it more likely. At the very worst, 

Buchnevich is going to get $5.5 million in his next contract, and the 

Rangers aren’t going to be able to afford that beyond the coming season. 

So he could be kept around, virtually as a one-year rental, available at 

the next deadline. But it seems very unlikely the Rangers will sign him to 

a long-term deal at that number, especially with the youngsters on the 

right wing in the organization. His name has been in conversations with 

other teams since at least May. 

The other piece the Rangers are going to have to look for, perhaps in 

free agency now, is a veteran left defenseman. 

Long before Drury took over for the fired John Davidson and Jeff Gorton, 

the plan was to add a player to help usher in either Nils Lundkvist or 

Braden Schneider, should either prospect make the team out of training 

camp or during the coming season. That hasn’t changed. 

When Calgary left Mark Giordano unprotected for the Seattle expansion 

draft, Drury and Ron Francis discussed the former Flames captain, who 

only has a year left on his contract, in a year the Rangers can afford to 

take on a big ticket (next season, they most likely can’t). That didn’t 

happen. The Rangers also were considering, earlier, Dallas free agent 

Jamie Oleksiak, a bigger, younger defenseman. Alas, the Stars left him 

unprotected and Seattle snatched and signed him (five years, $23 

million). So the Rangers still have work to do there. Alec Martinez, who 

once scored a fairly large goal against the Rangers, you may recall, is on 

the market next week but probably is going to be in demand and thus out 

of the Rangers’ term range. 

Drury also still has to buy out Tony DeAngelo, on whom Seattle gladly 

passed, by next Wednesday at 5 p.m. DeAngelo’s buyout will be 

affordable (dead cap space of $383,334 in 2021-22 and $883,334 in 

2022-23, per CapFriendly). The Rangers will thus save more than $4.4 

million in space this coming season. 

The expansion draft, by the way, caused a year’s worth of commotion. 

Remember when the Rangers signed Colin Blackwell for two years, at 

$725,000 per? Well, the idea was to have another forward who met the 

expansion qualifications to expose. The figuring was that he and 

probably Kevin Rooney would be left unprotected, allowing the Rangers 

to protect two of Brett Howden, Brendan Lemieux or Julien Gauthier. 



Instead, Rooney proved to be exactly what they need going forward and 

thus was protected. Howden and Lemieux were then virtually given 

away, and Gauthier was exposed — to which the Kraken said “no 

thanks” — and is likely headed to Hartford since he really doesn’t have 

fourth-line qualities. 

So Blackwell, as originally planned, moved on to Seattle. He’s coming off 

a fine season, with opportunities galore playing with Artemi Panarin and 

Ryan Strome, but there was no way he could clog that spot any longer, 

with Buchnevich, Kaapo Kakko and Vitali Kravtsov here (at least for the 

time being). 

Funny how these things work out. People were wringing their hands 

when Vegas came into the NHL at the Rangers’ cost of Oscar Lindberg. 

Remember him? 
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GARRIOCH: The Ottawa Senators will open the season with the Battle of 

Ontario at the Canadian Tire Centre 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021  

 

Nothing like a Battle of Ontario to welcome fans back to the Canadian 

Tire Centre for the first time in 19 months. 

The NHL released the 2021-22 schedule Thursday night for all 32 teams 

and the Ottawa Senators will face a big test as they return to the Atlantic 

Division. 

The Senators will open the season against the arch-rival Toronto Maple 

Leafs on Oct. 14 at the Canadian Tire Centre and then the two teams will 

face off again Saturday, Oct. 16 at Scotiabank Arena on Hockey Night in 

Canada. 

The Battle of Ontario is the perfect way to start the year because both fan 

bases love to get riled up and ready. 

Senators’ owner Eugene Melnyk reached out to the league when it was 

working on the schedule to let them know it’d be great to the Leafs on 

hand. 

“The NHL heard us loud and clear and the word came from directly from 

Eugene that we wanted to come out with a bang,” Anthony LeBlanc, the 

club’s director of business operations, told this newspaper Thursday 

night. “What better way is there to come out with Toronto on Opening 

Night. 

“And, with everything I’ve heard from the province, it’s going to be a full 

building. By October, with all the metrics we’ve seen, we’ll be able to 

have full capacity in the Canadian Tire Centre.” 

Since the Senators, and the rest of the teams in Canada, played the 

shortened 56-game regular season in empty arenas by the time the first 

patron is allowed to enter the rink it will have been 589 days since the 

Senators had a spectators in Kanata. 

The last time the Senators played at home before the league went on 

pause for the novel coronavirus was on March 5, 2020 with a 4-3 victory 

over the New York Islanders. 

LeBlanc is right because by October the restrictions should have been 

completely lifted. He added he’s heard nothing from the province about 

anybody having to produce a vaccine passport to enter the rink. Proper 

safety measures are being put in place with a cashless operation and 

tickets will be issued for smartphones. 

Those with cash will be able to turn it in for an ATM card on-site. The 

same setup will be used for the club’s AHL affiliate in Belleville at CAA 

Arena. LeBlanc said it’s time to get back to business after a difficult 15 

months at 18,1530-seat building. 

“The New York border is 60 miles away and you cross that border in the 

world is normal. We’re expecting the same here in Ontario,” said 

LeBlanc. “We’re back and it’s going to be exciting. Let’s get back to 

business, it’s been way too long.” 

The release of the schedule has been long awaited and is a signal teams 

in Canada can get back to work. Yes, the NHL managed to pull off last 

season in empty buildings but it came at a huge cost. 

Work can now begin in earnest on sponsorships and season ticket sales. 

“Based on there not being a spike, and not being a new variant, and this 

is going to be our new normal, I do feel very confident based upon from 

what I’ve heard from the government of Ontario that we should be in a 

position in October to sell every seat in our buidling,” said LeBlanc. “We 

need people to continue getting vaccinated across the province. 

“The biggest concern I have is everything is based on everybody across 

the province which stretches from Kenora to Ottawa.” 

LeBlanc said the club is doing a lot of hiring after employees returned to 

the building this week so they can ramp up sales. 

“It’s back to normal. It’s rocking and rolling. We’re selling season tickets, 

we’re finalizing sponsorships, we’re renewing some big, considerable 

long-term sponsorships. We’re working and we’re selling and it’s so far, 

so good, he said. “We’ve only got a couple of months before that opening 

night but we’re happy to be back and actually have something to looking 

forward to which is fans in the building Opening Night. 

“Fans are everything. We’re just excited. I’ve recruited a lot of people into 

the business side of the operation and it feels like the business season 

has just started.” 

This schedule does include a three week break for the Olympics from 

Feb. 2nd to Feb. 26th as long as a deal between the league and 

International Olympic Committee is reached to allow the players to head 

to Beijing. 

If there’s no deal in place then the league will amend the schedule. At 

this point, the Senators are scheduled to close out the year on Apr. 29 

against the Philadelphia Flyers on the road. The final home game will be 

Apr. 28 against the Florida Panthers. 

The club’s longest road trip of the season will be in January and will kick 

off in Seattle against the expansion Kraken. That game will take place 

Jan. 6. The Senators will then make stops in Vancouver, Calgary, 

Edmonton and Winnipeg before wrapping up the trip on Jan. 15. 
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SNAPSHOTS: With the trade freeze lifted, expect talks to heat up for the 

Senators in advance of draft 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021 

 

The NHL’s trade market started to shake loose Thursday afternoon when 

the post-expansion freeze lifted. 

The Seattle Kraken completed their 30 selections that will form part of 

their first roster Wednesday night during a splashy 90-minute broadcast 

on ESPN in the United States and then at 1 p.m. Thursday the league 

allowed NHL general managers to officially get back to work on making 

deals. 

The Ottawa Senators have made no secret of the fact they’re looking for 

a centre and a defenceman heading into next season that can both play 

big minutes to help them get to the playoffs. Ottawa GM Pierre Dorion 

worked the phones heading into Saturday’s roster freeze and was back 

on speed dial Thursday with Round 1 of the NHL draft set for Friday 

night. 

He didn’t make a deal because if the Senators picked up a player 

through a trade they were going to have to drop somebody on their 

protected list. That didn’t appeal to Dorion. 

“We had plenty of discussions before the roster freeze but we just felt this 

was the best course of action,” said Dorion. 

There will be options available through either a trade or free agency so 

the Senators are preparing for both options to help bolster the roster 

heading into opening night on Oct. 14. 

The club would like to add somebody who can play with defenceman 

Thomas Chabot and the word out of Colorado is the Senators made a 

strong push to try to acquire Ryan Graves from the Avalanche before he 

was dealt to the New Jersey Devils for the No. 61 overall pick and Mikhail 

Maltsev. 

You have to think the Senators would have been in on Edmonton’s Adam 

Larsson, who agreed to a four-year deal with the Kraken, and Jamie 

Oleksiak from Dallas, who signed a five-year contract with the Kraken. 

Both were UFA’s and would have been available when the market opens 

July 28. 

Kraken GM Ron Francis also indicated the club is open for discussion on 

some of the selections the organization made. 

MOVING ON IN NET 

The Senators knew going into the expansion process they were going to 

lose an asset because that’s part of the $650 million price tag Seattle 

paid to get into the league. 

The decision by the Kraken to take Joey Daccord wasn’t a big surprise. 

The club knew it was taking a chance when it elected to protect Filip 

Gustavsson ahead of the 24-year-old Daccord. He has the chance to 

have a strong future in the league but his sample size is small so we’ll 

see if his career takes off from here. 

Daccord showed last season he’s a strong competitor and played well 

before suffering a high ankle sprain. 

“Joey had a tough injury last year but he battled through it and he’s ready 

to play this year,” Dorion said. “He was very good for us when he was in 

Belleville. We knew with the expansion process we would lose a player. 

It’s Joey, but we feel that’s a position where we have the most depth. 

“We know we have quantity, and quality, with the depth that we have in 

net.” 

GETTING READY FOR A RETURN 

Left unprotected by the Senators, at this point Evgenii Dadonov and 

Chris Tierney are expected to be at training camp in September with 

Ottawa. It wouldn’t surprise anybody if Tierney was traded but if they’re 

both back then Dorion remains hopeful they’ll both have stronger years 

than the shortened season. 

“We see both of them having bounce back years for our team next year,” 

said Dorion Thursday. “Both have the talent and the drive to definitely 

have bounce back years for us. Both we’re extremely professional when I 

called them Saturday afternoon to let them know they weren’t being 

protected. 

“Its part of the process with our teams, and many teams, where good 

players were left exposed. Now they know that they’ve got to come back 

here and give it all next season.” 

THE LAST WORDS 

The Senators have served notice to some of the club’s players their days 

with the organization are over. 

Dorion confirmed Thursday the club has told Marcus Hogberg, Mike 

Amadio, Brandon Fortunato, Jonathan Davidsson, Jack Kopacka, Zach 

Magwood and J.C. Beaudin they won’t be back next season. They’re all 

restricted free agents and needed qualifying offers to stay with the 

organization. 

Naturally, the Senators will issue qualifying offers to Brady Tkachuk, 

Drake Batherson, Victor Mete, Logan Brown and Gustavsson while trying 

to negotiate extensions with them. 

There’s no shortage of eyes on contract talks between the Senators and 

Tkachuk while Batherson’s negotiations are also considered a priority for 

the organization. Dorion didn’t shed a lot of light on where those talks are 

but you can be guaranteed they’ve taken place with all these players and 

are continuing. 

“There’s no updates and you know we don’t negotiate through the 

media,” Dorion said. “We know the importance of all our RFA’s. All of 

these players have a chance to make an impact for us during the 

upcoming season or for multiple seasons. Once we have an update we’ll 

make sure everyone knows.” 

The belief is the Senators have held discussions with Tkachuk’s camp 

and those will intensify after free agency gets under way because the 

organization would like to sign him to a long-term deal. 
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GARRIOCH: Ottawa Senators GM Pierre Dorion expects the club will 

keep the No. 10 pick in Friday's draft 

 

Bruce Garrioch 
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Pierre Dorion will do a lot of talking in the final hours heading up to 

Round 1 of the NHL draft Friday night. 

But, don’t be the least bit surprised if the Ottawa Senators hold onto the 

No. 10 selection they hold in the virtual draft that will continue with 

Rounds 2-through-7 Saturday morning. 

The Senators general manager did his pre-draft availability Thursday and 

based on his trade discussions he fully expects the club will stay right 

where it’s in the first round. 

“Most likely, I would probably put it at a very high percentage that we’ll be 

making a selection at pick No. 10,” Dorion said. 

Usually when the NHL draft is held in one city you have a good feel for 

how the first round might unfold and the order which players will be 

taken. Defenceman Owen Power of the University of Michigan is 

expected to go No. 1 to the Buffalo Sabres, but from there the first round 

could take several directions and a trade can always mess up the 

expectations as well. 

We know Los Angeles Kings’ general manager Rob Blake is more than 

willing to move his No. 8 selection. The Senators have the likes of Mason 

McTavish, Kent Johsnon, Brandt Clarke, Chaz Lewis along with goalies 

Jesper Wallstadt and Sebastian Cossa on their radar screen so there will 

be no shortage of options. 

Chief scout Trent Mann along with the Canadian-based scouts will be 

huddled at the Canadian Tire Centre with Dorion and the rest of the 

hockey operations staff. The scouts in the United States and Europe will 

be connected by video to help give their input with any decisions the 

need to be made as the proceedings continue. 

“We know we’re going to get a good player,” Dorion said. “Whether it’s a 

starting goalie, a top four defenceman or somebody we feel can play on 

our top two lines, in looking at what we know is available at No. 10 we 

know those criteria are going to be met. 

“With a lot of players not playing a lot of hockey last year stepping into 

the NHL might be more difficult but you never know. It depends on the 

player, his physical maturity, his mental maturity and where they’re at. 

You may have a surprise but we expect this player to go back to his team 

this year and probably have a good chance to step in our lineup the 

following year.” 

It doesn’t feel like the Senators will take a goaltender even after the club 

lost Joey Daccord to the Seattle Kraken in Wednesday night’s expansion 

draft. The club has Matt Murray and Anton Forsberg under contract for 

Ottawa while restricted free agent Filip Gustavsson will push for playing 

time here this season. 

Mads Sogaard finished the season in Belleville and was strong with a 7-

0-0 record while Finnish netminder Levi Merilainen may suit up for 

Kingston in the OHL and Kevin Mandolese is expected to be placed in 

the ECHL. 

“We feel our depth in goal is as strong as its ever been,” said Dorion. “In 

my time as general manager, it’s something we’ve targeted through the 

draft. In the last few years, it’s something we’ve pretty much taken every 

single year. It’s something, and we’ve traded for some goalies, we just 

feel that it’s the most important position. 

“We’ve got the quality and the quantity at every level. What’s really 

impressed us is how the players, and certain goalies, have progressed. 

We feel we’re in a good spot. We really feel that we’re set (in the net) for 

years to come but that doesn’t mean if there’s a Vezina-calibre goalie at 

No. 10 we won’t take him.” 

The Senators also have two picks in the second at No. 39 and No. 42 

that Dorion hasn’t ruled out using Friday night to get a second pick in the 

first round. 

“That’s something we’ve always looked at,” Dorion said. “If we feel 

there’s a player in the first round worthy of two seconds, a second and a 

third or a second and another pick in another year then we’ll definitely 

look at that. This draft is a bit different with the lack of viewings of 

multiple prospects. On that point, all the teams are on the same page. 

“It’s definitely something we’ve looked at and talked about on multiple 

fronts, including as late as (Tuesday) evening. If we can move (a pick or 

those picks) to get in the first round, and the player is there we’re 

targeting, we’d always do it.” 

No, this doesn’t have the feel of last October’s draft when the Senators 

used three first round picks to select forward Tim Stuetzle at No. 3, 

defenceman Jake Sanderson at No. 5 and centre Ridly Greig at No. 26 

overall, but that doesn’t dampen the excitement for the scouting staff. 

That’s why Dorion will continue to field calls right up until the time the 

club is to make its selection. 

“It’s very unfortunate that we’re not all in the city as was originally 

planned,” said Dorion. “But, with the way we communicate and talk quite 

frequently, it won’t affect us if we need to do something and trades are 

happening.” 
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Senators GM Pierre Dorion speaks ahead of NHL Draft: Taking a goalie? 

Trading picks? Contracts for key RFAs? 

 

By Ian Mendes  

Jul 22, 2021 

  

On Thursday morning, Senators general manager Pierre Dorion spoke to 

members of the Ottawa media ahead of the NHL Draft. 

During the course of his 15-minute session, Dorion touched on a wide 

range of topics that went well beyond the scope of the draft. The general 

manager opened up about his goaltending depth in light of losing Joey 

Daccord, his expectations for players like Evgenii Dadonov and Chris 

Tierney and why he wasn’t more aggressive in making a trade before the 

roster freeze last week. 

I’ve taken the liberty of going through all of his answers and isolating the 

most newsworthy items. And in addition to some of Dorion’s answers, 

I’ve added my own analysis so readers can understand my perspective 

on some of the most pressing issues around the club. 

Do the Senators anticipate picking at No. 10 — or trading that pick? 

There is a lot of talk around the Senators and what they might do with the 

No. 10 pick. Would they consider moving up in the draft to select one of 

the consensus nine top skaters? Would they trade down with another 

team — knowing they could still get a comparable prospect if they slide 

down a couple of spots? 

Thursday, Dorion suggested that standing pat at No. 10 is the probable 

course of action. 

“Most likely I would probably put it at a very high percentage that we will 

be making a selection at pick No. 10,” Dorion said. “We know we’re going 

to get a good player, whether it’s a starting goalie, a top-four defenceman 

or someone that we feel can play on our top two lines. In looking at what 

we think will be available at 10, we know those criterias will be met. 

My analysis: A lot of draft experts believe the draft will become very 

interesting starting with Ottawa’s pick at No. 10, with a consensus of 

scouts believing there is a significant drop-off after the first nine skaters. 

But a team selecting in the first nine picks might throw a curveball — 

either by drafting a goalie or taking someone not on the list of top 

skaters. At that point, the Senators might have an interesting decision on 

their hands. 

The only scenario where it might make sense for Ottawa to draft a 

defenceman would be if Brandt Clarke somehow slid to 10th. But even 

then, given their deep pool of prospects on the blue line, it might make 

more sense to trade back a couple of spots than selecting Clarke. In any 

scenario, the Senators should have plenty of options at No. 10. 

Dorion saying he puts it at a high percentage of making the pick at No. 

10 would tend to lead us away from believing he would trade that asset 

to land immediate help at the NHL level. If Ottawa trades the No. 10 pick 

as part of a package to land a top-end centre or defenceman, it certainly 

would signal a shift in philosophy for the hockey operations department. 

They’ve done a good job managing expectations and staying patient, but 

trading a first-round pick for immediate help would certainly be viewed as 

an aggressive, win-now move by the fan base. 

Are they seriously entertaining the idea of drafting a goalie at No. 10? 

If the Senators stay the course and select 10th on Friday night, there will 

be a fierce debate raging within the fan base about whether or not they 

should select a goalie in that spot. 

Dorion was asked about how he felt about the quality of depth at the 

goaltending position within the organization after Seattle plucked 

Daccord off the Senators’ exposed list in the expansion draft. 

“We always say that we feel our depth is as strong as it’s ever been, 

especially since my time in Ottawa or in my time as general manager,” 

Dorion said. “It’s something that we’ve targeted through the draft. In the 

last few years, we’ve taken a goalie pretty much every single year. And 

we’ve traded for some goalies. We just feel that it’s the most important 

position, and I think we’ve got the quality, and we’ve got the quantity at 

every level.” 

But at the tail end of his long answer — which included an anecdote 

about Anton Forsberg being the hardest working goalie he and D.J. 

Smith have ever seen — Dorion dropped this explosive quote. 

“We’re set in net for years to come, but that doesn’t mean that if we feel 

there is a Vezina calibre goalie at No. 10 that we will not take him,” 

Dorion said. 

My analysis: The Senators have made no secret that they’re toying with 

the idea of taking a goalie in the first round. But is putting this in the 

public realm done to prepare the fan base for this potentially polarizing 

pick — or are they sending out mixed messaging to cloud the situation 

for the teams drafting around them? In any case, these types of 

comments are all part of the typical subterfuge that spills from the mouths 

of club personnel in the days leading into the draft. So if Dorion is being 

deceitful on purpose, there is actually a calculated strategy behind it. 

I believe the Senators have put themselves in a position where they can 

afford to take a bit of a gamble in this year’s draft. They’ve built up a 

terrific stable of young defencemen, a decent crop of young netminders 

and some legitimate NHL forwards. If it were up to me, I’d likely lean 

slightly toward taking a potential top-six forward in this spot, because I do 

believe that’s the biggest organizational need at this time. But this 

management group has been steadfast in their philosophy that drafting 

the best player available always trumps drafting for a specific positional 

need. 

So if chief amateur scout Trent Mann and Dorion are adamant that either 

Jesper Wallstedt or Sebastian Cossa is a future Vezina Trophy-winning 

goalie, it probably behooves them to take a swing on the goaltender. In 

any event, this debate won’t be settled any time soon because the player 

the Senators draft at No. 10 likely won’t be challenging for an NHL roster 

spot for a couple of years. 

How willing are the Senators to package their two early second-round 

picks and move into the first round? 

The Senators have two early picks scheduled for the second round — 

the 39th selection (San Jose’s via the Erik Karlsson trade) and the 42nd 

pick (their own). Tuesday, Trent Mann suggested the organization was 

willing to trade multiple picks in order to move up and select just one 

player — as he feels confident in the depth of talent now inside the 

organization. 

Dorion echoed those sentiments by agreeing they are open to moving up 

into the first round by using those second-round picks as leverage. 

“That’s something we’ve always looked at. If we feel there’s a player 

wherever in the first round and worthy of two seconds or a second and a 

third or a second in another pick in another pick in another year, then 

we’ll definitely look at that,” said Dorion. “If we feel we can move No. 39 

and whatever pick or whatever asset to move into the first round, we 

would do it. It depends if the player you are targeting is there also.” 

My analysis: Dorion also acknowledged that limited viewings of prospects 

due to the pandemic may play a factor in this year’s draft. So the scouts 

may not be as enamoured with certain prospects as they have been in 

the past. 

But it’s worth noting the Senators have engaged in these types of trades 

in each of the last three drafts, where they move picks in this area: 

The Senators have certainly acquired enough draft capital over the past 

three seasons that they can easily package multiple second-round picks 

and use it to their advantage. They’re certainly out of the realm where 

they need to stockpile as many assets as possible, so it’s refreshing to 

contemplate some of the flexibility they may have with these two picks. 

And if there is any way Ottawa can use these second-round picks as part 

of a package to land some immediate NHL help — either at centre or on 

defence — that would certainly be something worth considering. 

Is there an update on contract talks between the Sens and RFAs like 

Tkachuk, Batherson and Mete? 

Full disclosure here, I knew I was going to get a non-answer to this 

query, but I felt like the question had to be asked. There is not a bigger 

priority on Dorion’s list this summer than getting Brady Tkachuk signed to 

a contract extension and with the free agency period opening next week, 

I thought it would be worth asking for an update on that front. 



So in the interest of transparency, here is the entire exchange between 

myself and Dorion on this topic. 

“Do you have any update on any negotiations you have with any of your 

pending RFAs?” 

“No updates, Ian. You know we don’t negotiate through the media,” 

Dorion said. “And we know the importance of all of our RFAs, whether it’s 

Brady Tkachuk, Drake Batherson, Filip Gustavsson, Victor Mete and 

even Logan Brown. All these players have a chance to have quite an 

impact for us in the upcoming season or in multiple seasons. So once we 

have an update, we’ll make sure that everyone knows about it.” 

My analysis: I appreciate Dorion not going full Barry Bonds on me and 

saying, “Next question.” He took the time to politely answer this question, 

even though he couldn’t divulge much on the contract front. 

We can sit here and debate drafting a goalie, trading for a top-six 

forward, but all of those storylines pale in comparison to the Tkachuk 

contract negotiation. That is the one piece that can certainly cement 

some stability — and re-establish trust with the fan base — if it’s 

hammered out this summer. 

It’s interesting Dorion added Logan Brown’s name to the mix of RFAs as 

it’s often assumed he won’t be part of the equation next season for the 

Senators. If the Senators end up re-signing Brown instead of trading him, 

it’s a very safe bet it’s a one-year deal. 

As for Gustavsson, it will be interesting to see what his next contract 

looks like. He might ask for a similar provision that Daccord received, 

where he is guaranteed one-way money down the road — either in the 

2022-23 or 2023-24 season. 

Which RFA players are not receiving qualifying offers? 

While Dorion was reluctant to speak about current negotiations with his 

RFAs, he did take the time out to announce which pending RFAs will not 

be receiving offers from the club. 

Dorion looked up at his depth chart on his office wall and announced that 

Marcus Hogberg, Michael Amadio, Jonathan Davidsson, Jack Kopacka, 

J.C. Beaudin, Zachary Magwood and Brandon Fortunado would not be 

receiving qualifying offers. 

The only significant deal on this list above was Davidsson being part of 

the bigger Matt Duchene trade. But with only six NHL games played for 

Ottawa, it was clear he was viewed internally as a fringe prospect. 

What do the roles for Dadonov and Tierney look like next season after 

Seattle passed on both? 

The Senators exposed Dadonov and Tierney in the expansion draft, 

likely in the hopes that Seattle would maybe take one bigger ticket 

contract off the books for Ottawa. 

Alas, the Kraken left Dadonov and Tierney untouched, which means they 

are now slated to return this fall. 

“Both were extremely professional when I called them on Saturday 

afternoon to let them know that they’re being exposed,” said Dorion. “And 

I think it’s part of the process with our team and many teams, where good 

players were left exposed. And now they know that they’re going to come 

back here and give it their all.” 

Dadonov was supposed to inject life into the Senators power play, but 

instead, he only collected one assist while spending a good chunk of time 

on the top unit. He looked like a shell of the player who racked up three 

consecutive 25-goal seasons in Florida and who earned a three-year, 

$15 million contract with Ottawa in free agency last fall. 

“Obviously, there were some things with Evgenii, not having his family 

here, moving to a new place, he had to isolate for quite a long time when 

he first got here, new teammates,” explained Dorion. “So we definitely 

feel Evgenii is going to have a strong bounce-back year.” 

Tierney is an interesting case, as he was a healthy scratch in the club’s 

final regular season game — perhaps a sign that his time in Ottawa has 

come to a close. Tierney received virtually no time on the second power 

play unit last season and despite that the club is looking for a centre, it 

doesn’t appear as though the 27-year-old is the right fit. 

Thursday, Dorion tried his best to put a positive spin on Tierney’s 

potential role for next season. 

“The previous year, Chris Tierney was our leading scorer,” said Dorion. “I 

think both (Tierney and Dadonov) have the talent, both have the drive to 

definitely have bounce-back years for us.” 

My analysis: The Senators probably would have preferred to have 

Dadonov or Tierney claimed by Seattle, but that was probably a long shot 

given the way the Kraken conducted themselves during the expansion 

draft. They had very little interest in obtaining veteran talent with any 

significant term or dollar amount attached. 

Dadonov is not a hopeless case and considering his shooting percentage 

last season (14.6 percent) was in line with his numbers in Florida (14.3 

percent in six seasons), there is a belief he can regain his form if he just 

gets more chances on net. There was legitimate excitement when he 

signed a reasonable free agent contract last fall and all of that 

enthusiasm shouldn’t evaporate because of one poor season. 

Remember, Sergei Gonchar had a disappointing first season in Ottawa 

after signing a three-year contract, but he bounced back nicely in his 

second season, so maybe that’s the path for Dadonov as well. 

Dadonov is a high-skilled player and as Dorion alluded to, there were 

some mitigating factors that may have contributed to his struggles last 

season. But he certainly won’t have any excuses if he has another flat 

season this year, especially with a 2022-23 contract that will pay him 

$6.5 million in real cash. 

As for Tierney, it just feels like Ottawa is ready to make a move involving 

him this summer. This would likely be a soft trade — akin to what they 

made with Zack Smith for Artem Anisimov a couple of years ago; a 

change of scenery deal at its core. If he has to come back for another 

season in Ottawa, Tierney is a quiet, well-liked professional who wouldn’t 

create a distraction by wearing a permanent frown on his face. 

Did the Senators try to make a trade before the roster freeze last week? 

Prior to the NHL roster freeze last week, there was a flurry of trade 

activity around the league. A handful of prominent players changed 

teams, including defencemen like Ryan Graves and Ryan Ellis. There 

was some disappointment from Ottawa fans that the Senators weren’t 

active on the trade front — with Graves, in particular, being a suitable 

target. 

Thursday, Dorion was asked about his level of pursuit of NHL calibre 

players ahead of the freeze. 

“Obviously, we had several discussions with other teams but at the same 

time, you have to think, if we acquire someone then we’d have to expose 

someone else,” Dorion explained. “So it was, ‘Is it worth it to give up an 

asset and lose someone that we protected that we would have lost that 

asset?’ So I think it’s always balancing things out. But we always felt if 

we were going to acquire someone at that point in time, what was the 

positive from it? What was the negative? Was it long term? Was it short 

term? We had plenty of discussions last week before the roster freeze 

where we just felt that this was the best course of action.” 

My analysis: Let’s use Graves as an example. If the Senators were able 

to match the asking price for Graves — a second-round pick and a 

prospect — how would it have affected their protection scheme ahead of 

the expansion draft? 

They probably would have stayed with the 7-3-1 format and likely would 

have exposed Victor Mete in the process. But adding Graves would have 

been a huge coup for Ottawa, landing a rugged defenceman who is an 

elite penalty killer. 

Making a trade prior to the expansion draft wasn’t the only route Ottawa 

had to improve the club, but it certainly felt like a missed opportunity. Still, 

it’s far too early to assess a final grade for their offseason so we’ll need 

to see how the rest of their moves pan out before declaring they 

completely missed the boat on exploiting the expansion draft to their 

benefit. 
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Flyers announce 2021-22 schedule; a good omen to start season 

 

by Sam Carchidi 

Published Jul 22, 2021 

 

If the pandemic cooperates, the Flyers — and all NHL teams — will play 

their first 82-game schedule in three seasons. 

The Flyers, coming off a 25-23-8 season in which they missed the 

playoffs for the fifth time in the last nine years, released their 2021-22 

schedule Thursday, and it opens with an Oct. 15 home game against 

Vancouver. 

For the first time since 1974-75, the Flyers will start a season with four 

straight home games in front of fans. If you like omens: The last time that 

happened, the Flyers won the Stanley Cup. 

Last season the Flyers also opened with four straight home games, but 

that was without fans because of the pandemic. 

This year’s season-opening homestand includes a Game 2 matchup on 

Oct. 18 against the NHL’s newest team, the Seattle Kracken. The Flyers’ 

first visit to Seattle is Dec. 29. 

After the first four games, the Flyers head to Western Canada for games 

against Edmonton, Vancouver, and Calgary. 

The Flyers’ regular season will end April 29 against visiting Ottawa. They 

will play 15 sets of back-to-back games. 

The current version of the NHL schedule contains a 20-day Olympic 

break from Feb. 2-22. The NHL said no final agreement or decision has 

been made yet regarding the possible participation of NHL players in the 

2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. Talks remain ongoing. 

The league said the NHL and the Players’ Association will retain full 

authority to decide not to participate should COVID-19 conditions worsen 

or otherwise pose a threat to the health and safety of players, or for any 

other reason that may warrant such a decision. 

If there is no NHL player participation in the Olympics, a revised regular-

season schedule will be released. 

Should NHL players participate, the Flyers will come out of the Olympic 

break with a visit to Detroit, followed by a season-long six-game 

homestand that starts Feb. 26 vs. Washington and runs through March 8, 

when Vegas visits Philadelphia. 

The NHL is returning to its previous scheduling format after redefining the 

divisions for 2020-21 because of COVID-19. However, the addition of 

Seattle takes two dates away from the Flyers’ divisional opponents. They 

will play Columbus and New Jersey just three times each, while facing 

the other Metropolitan Division teams four times each. They will continue 

to play Atlantic Division opponents three times each, and will see every 

Western Conference team once at home and once on the road. 

Start times for the entire schedule have not yet been finalized. 
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The Flyers select 13th in Friday’s NHL draft. Here are some possibilities 

if they don’t trade the pick. 

 

by Sam Carchidi 

Updated Jul 22, 2021 

 

Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher says he is willing to trade his 

first-round pick, 13th overall, if it makes his team better for more than a 

few years. 

In other words, if he can use the pick as part of a deal to get a young 

player (Patrik Laine?), or someone with lots of tread left on their tires 

(Johnny Gaudreau?), he’d be willing to pull the trigger. 

But if the offers aren’t overwhelming, Fletcher will be content to make the 

selection when the first round is held Friday night starting at 8 on ESPN2. 

Rounds 2 through 7 will begin at 11 a.m. Saturday and will be shown on 

the NHL Network. 

If the Flyers keep the pick, they should get a quality player, according to 

Ryan Wagman, director of prospect scouting at the authoritative 

McKeen’s Hockey. 

Wagman says that it’s an “average” draft, and that there are more quality 

forwards available than defensemen, especially after the top four 

blueliners are selected. Overall, he said there are no players who appear 

to be NHL-ready right away. 

“It’s a very up-in-the-air draft” because the pandemic limited the amount 

of games the prospects played and it was more difficult to get a “read” on 

them, Wagman said. Scouts are relying more on video of the players 

than usual, and the fact there weren’t as many high-level tournaments — 

where a lot of decisions on the players are formed — has made the draft 

an even bigger crapshoot. 

Based on a consensus of scouting services and draft experts, here are 

the players who could be available when the Flyers are scheduled to 

make their first selection, along with comments from Wagman. 

Chaz Lucius 

CENTER, 6-FOOT-1, 180 POUNDS 

The Minnesota native has a great shot and has a high hockey IQ. 

Headed to the University of Minnesota, he had 13 goals in 12 games for 

the U.S. National Development Team last season. 

Wagman’s comment: “He’s got very good puck skills and he puts the 

puck in the net. What I really like is how he processes the game so 

quickly. He’s an OK skater, but not fast. He’s got decent size, but he’s 

not huge. But he processes the game, so he’s in the right spot at the right 

time, and he does the right things to create goals.” 

Mason McTavish 

CENTER/LEFT WINGER, 6-1, 207 

In a combined 20 games in Switzerland and with Canada’s under-18 

team, he had 14 goals last season. 

Wagman’s comment: “I don’t think he’ll be available for Philadelphia 

unless they trade up. His stock has been going up a lot. He plays with a 

bit of an edge. His skating is his one weakness, but it’s gotten better, and 

he’s got such a great shot and puck skills. He’s smart, knows the game 

well, and he’s built pretty thick. He makes himself hard to play against.” 

Cole Sillinger 

CENTER, 6-0, 200 

The son of former NHL player Mike, who played on an NHL-record 12 

teams in a 17-year career, Sillinger has a terrific wrist shot and is coming 

off a season in which he had 24 goals in 31 games with Sioux in the 

USHL. 

Wagman’s comment: “He has a rifle of a shot, and that’s how he gets 

most of his goals. He’s played a full season in the WHL, as opposed to a 

shorter season in the USHL, and that might help him get to the NHL 

sooner.” 

Aatu Raty 

CENTER, 6-1, 181 

Raty managed just six goals in 43 games in Finland last year, but his 

potential is intriguing. His brother, Aku, was drafted in the fifth round by 

Arizona in 2019. 

Wagman’s comment: “He’s an interesting case. If we were having this 

discussion about a year-and-a-half ago about who was going to be the 

top pick in ’21, we might have been looking at Raty. He played at the 

under-20 World Juniors [for Finland] when he was 16, and he played at 

the under-18s two years ago. But this year he was playing against men 

and he got off to a horrible start. By midseason he started turning it 

around. His puck skills are among the best in this draft, if not the best. It’s 

a matter of: Is he going to play with intensity? That’s why he kind of 

dropped off a lot.” 

Carson Lambos 

DEFENSEMAN, 6-1, 201 

The lefthander reads the game well, but a leg injury shut down his WHL 

season in March and raised some concerns that could push him down to 

the second half of the first round. 

Wagman’s comment: “He played most of the year in Finland, and based 

on the grades we got on him, he’s a fantastic skater and has very good 

puck-moving skills, especially for a defenseman. He doesn’t play a 

heavy, physical game that much, but that’s not that big of a deal.” 

Matthew Coronato 

LEFT WINGER, 5-10, 183 

He erupted for 48 goals and 85 points in 51 games for the USHL’s 

Chicago Steel this season and is headed to Harvard. 

Wagman’s comment: “I saw him a ton. He’s a great skater with a great 

shot, but not the most physical guy. His style of game is designed to rip 

up the junior leagues. He changed [his style] a bit as the year went on, 

but for a good part of the year, he would just take the puck and skate with 

it for the entire shift until he got a shot off. His style won’t give him as 

many opportunities to score [in the NHL], but if he’s available in the 

middle-third of the first round, he’s a guy I would definitely want on my 

team.” 

Kent Johnson 

CENTER, 6-1, 167 

Johnson opened eyes in his first year at the powerful University of 

Michigan, collecting nine goals and 27 points in 26 games. 

Wagman’s comment: “He’s a very good skater and has amazing puck 

skills. The things he can do with the puck are pretty wild. My main 

concern with Johnson is that he always tries to do something fancy. It’s 

going to work for him more in the NCAA than it will as a pro. And he 

commits a lot of turnovers. He needs to simplify his game.” 

Corson Ceulemans 

DEFENSEMAN, 6-2, 201 

The right-handed defenseman played in just a total of 14 games last 

season on two teams. He is headed to the University of Wisconsin, which 

has done a good job developing players who have reached the NHL. 

Wagman’s comment: “He’s solid defensively and does everything at an 

above-average level; he’s a guy who doesn’t have any real weak spots in 

his game. He plays a tough game, skates well, and can shoot. If there’s a 

downside, it’s that he didn’t play much this year. The Alberta Junior 

Leagues didn’t really get going. He played only eight games there before 

he went to play for Canada in the under-18s. But wherever he played, he 

excelled.” 

Logan Stankoven 

CENTER/RIGHT WINGER 5-8, 170 

A fearless puck carrier, he had 11 goals in 13 combined games in the 

WHL and with Canada’s under-18 team. In the previous season, 

Stankoven had 29 goals for Kamloops in the WHL. 



Wagman’s comment: “He’s a small dude, but he’s strong for his size and 

plays heavier than one might expect. He’s got an amazing shot, an elite 

shot, and he’s a really good skater. Even though he’s small, he gets a lot 

of power in his skating, and he’s just one of those guys who has a knack 

for scoring. He’s been that way wherever he’s gone. If you want to look 

for the next Cole Caufield type, there’s your man. I’m not saying he’s 

going to be Caufield, but that’s the mold you’re hoping he can fit.” 

Fabian Lysell 

RIGHT WINGER, 5-10, 172 

The smooth-skating winger had eight goals in 44 games with three teams 

last season in Sweden. Scouts are all over the board on him, ranking him 

as high as No. 3 and as low as No. 30. 

Wagman’s comment: ”Fantastic skater. Really agile and has great edges 

and really good puck skills. He makes plays over and over again. He has 

special talent.” 

Simon Edvinsson 

DEFENSEMAN, 6-4, 200 

Edvinsson starred in Sweden last season, and he has climbed the draft 

boards. It’s doubtful he will be available for the Flyers at No. 13, but you 

never know. 

Wagman’s comment: “Some people love him and some are not as high 

on him. He’s a physical specimen, and he skates like the wind and has 

great puck skills. If there are concerns, he can be prone to making 

unforced errors. When he played against men, he didn’t quite put it all 

together. But he’s got a rare package of skills in terms of his size, 

skating, and puck skills for a defenseman.” 
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Flyers trade Shayne Gostisbehere to Arizona Coyotes, clear cap space 

but also lose 2 draft picks 

 

by Sam Carchidi 

Published Jul 22, 2021 

 

Shayne Gostisbehere, the Flyers defenseman whose slick skating and 

scoring as a rookie made him one of the NHL’s most exciting players, 

was dealt Thursday to the Arizona Coyotes in a truly bizarre trade. 

The Flyers had to give the Coyotes second- and seventh-round draft 

picks in 2022 to take the puck-moving player they call “Ghost.” 

The Flyers desperately needed salary-cap space in a flat-cap world, and 

Gostisbehere has a $4.5 million annual cap hit for the next two seasons. 

In “real” money, he is owed $3.25 million for each of those seasons. 

“This was a difficult decision, but one we thought was necessary given 

the reality of the salary cap,” general manager Chuck Fletcher said. 

“Shayne has been a quality player for this organization since the moment 

he arrived in Philadelphia and has been a part of many special moments 

in his seven seasons as a Flyer.” 

Contacted on his cellphone, Gostisbehere did not want to comment. 

Fletcher said Gostisbehere, who had hoped to remain with the Flyers, 

was “professional” and “didn’t have a lot to say” when told he had been 

dealt. “We thanked each other. I don’t know that it was unexpected,” 

Fletcher said, adding that Gostsibehere will have a “bigger opportunity” in 

Arizona. 

Assuming Cam York, Wade Allison, and Morgan Frost make the team, 

the Flyers now have $70.3 million of their $81.5 million (maximum) 

committed to 19 players. That leaves them with $11.2 million — up from 

$6.7 million — in cap space, and they still must sign restricted free 

agents Carter Hart, Travis Sanheim, and a backup goalie. 

“I think we have the ability to fill all our holes and maybe focus on one or 

two of them,” said Fletcher, whose team could use a right-handed 

defensemen to play alongside Sanheim on the second pairing. “Ideally, if 

you can make a hockey trade where you’re moving dollars and taking 

dollars on, that could maximize your cap space.” 

It is believed Fletcher is trying to deal one of his two high-priced wingers, 

Jake Voracek or James van Riemsdyk. 

The expected raises Hart and Sanheim will receive, Fletcher said, played 

a part in dumping Gostisbehere’s full salary. 

“We made the move we had to make,” Fletcher said. “I spoke to every 

team in the league several times going back a year and a half, and we 

had a pretty good idea of what the market was.” 

Fletcher admitted he was surprised no teams offered anything for 

Gostisbehere. Instead, he had teams asking him to trade the Flyers’ top 

pick (13th overall) in Friday’s draft to take the defenseman off 

Philadelphia’s hands. Another team said it would take Gostisbehere if the 

Flyers included York, the Flyers’ No. 1 prospect. 

“It’s a tough environment out there right now,” Fletcher said of an $81.5 

million flat cap that may be around for a couple of years. “It’s tough to 

move money. I think everyone saw that with the Seattle expansion draft 

[Wednesday].” 

He said he tried to trade Gostisbehere to Seattle, but the new team’s 

proposed deal was worse than Arizona’s. 

Fletcher called Gostisbehere a “model citizen” and noted he was working 

out on his own Thursday at the Flyers’ practice rink in Voorhees. 

Gostisbehere, 28, burst into the NHL and finished second in the rookie-

of-the-year voting in 2015-16. He has had an up-and-down career since 

that season and has had his share of defensive shortcomings, but he 

bounced back from knee surgery and had nine goals in 41 games this 

year. He showed signs of being his old self. 

Yet, there were no takers when he was placed on waivers during last 

season. Most thought he would draw some interest at some point this 

summer, when teams have more cap flexibility than during a season. 

Didn’t happen, and Fletcher pulled the trigger. 

“This was the best move we could make, and hopefully it allows us to get 

into some other opportunities” in the trade or free-agent markets, 

Fletcher said. 

With Shayne Gostisbehere traded, defenseman Cam York will likely be 

on the Flyers' third pairing.  

The progress shown by York, a mobile defenseman with similar skills and 

someone who can also run a power play, made Gostisbehere 

expendable. 

Gostisbehere has played parts of seven seasons in the NHL, all with the 

Flyers. He posted 219 points (60 goals, 159 assists) in 381 regular-

season games, and also appeared in 17 playoff games, recording five 

points. 

Last season, Gostisbehere ranked second in scoring among the team’s 

defensemen with 20 points (9 goals, 11 assists) and led the Flyers’ 

defense in goals and power-play goals (5). 

Gostisbehere led Flyers defensemen in scoring in his first four full 

seasons, and he was a two-time winner of the Barry Ashbee Trophy as 

the team’s best defenseman (2016, 2018), as voted by the members of 

the Philadelphia Hockey Writers Association and members of the Flyers 

broadcasting crew. 

His 219 points are fifth all-time by a defenseman in Flyers history, while 

his 60 goals are fourth. 

Gostisbehere was selected by the Flyers in the third round (78th overall) 

of the 2012 draft, and in 2014 he helped tiny Union College stunningly 

win its first national title. In the NCAA championship game at the Wells 

Fargo Center, he was plus-7 as Union whipped Minnesota, 7-4. 
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Flyers' 'Ghost' suddenly gone for a sad song 

 

By Rob Parent rparent@21st-centurymedia.com @ReluctantSE on 

Twitter  

 

There are salary cap moves and then there are salary dumps. Flyers 

general manager Chuck Fletcher couldn't have been any clearer 

Thursday  in classifying his trade of popular defenseman Shayne 

Gostisbehere. 

Not only could was Fletcher unable to get anything back for the 28-year-

old defenseman and former rookie of the year runner-up, he had to hand 

the Arizona Coyotes second- and seventh-round draft picks to woo them 

into taking Gostisbehere off his hands. 

The player they call "Ghost" didn't seem haunted by this deal. 

"I have a chip on my shoulder, in the sense that I haven't really shown 

what I can be, injury wise and playing wise," Gostisbehere said Thursday 

evening. "So I think for me, obviously, it's a fresh start. ... I'm definitely 

excited for this opportunity." 

What do the Flyers get in this deal? Only $4.5 million in payroll relief this 

year and next. But to Fletcher and an increasing number of NHL 

executives, cap space is worth its weight in gold. 

This deal puts the Flyers at about $13.885 million under the projected 

$81.5 million payroll max which will have to be enforced at the start of the 

season. 

"It's a tough environment out there right now," Fletcher said. "It's tough to 

move money. I think everybody saw that (Wednesday) night with the 

Seattle expansion draft. I had many, many, many conversations with 

(Kraken GM) Ron Francis before. I spoke to him last night and again 

today. He made clear they wanted to keep their powder dry." 

Yeah, nobody wants to sweat out being close to the cap in the summer 

these days. Nearly a decade ago the Flyers routinely rode or surpassed 

that line right into training camp. 

But indeed Fletcher does have some spending work to do. The Flyers 

have qualified their two restricted free agents, Carter Hart and Travis 

Sanheim. But Hart, the franchise's great goalie hope who inexplicably fell 

apart last season, may be a problem in establishing parameters for a 

long-term contract. 

Sanheim not so much. But either way, Fletcher isn't in a hurry, saying, 

"We haven't had a lot of conversations yet about the contract(s). ... That 

time of the year is sort of coming. We'll get a feel for what their 

preferences are, what the price point would be and different term lengths. 

... I think it's really important right now that we take care of kind of the 

immediate holes that we need to fill, whether it's through trade or through 

free agency." 

For the Flyers, a backup goalie is one obvious "hole," with little interest 

being shown in re-signing pending free agents Brian Elliott or Alex Lyon. 

But Fletcher also desires to add a veteran defender to a blue line that will 

almost certainly include rookie Cam York, and maybe fellow prospect 

Egor Zamula. 

Up front, would-be rookie forwards Wade Allison and Morgan Frost 

should be given every chance to make the club out of training camp, 

which means that even with Nolan Patrick, Phil Myers and Gostisbehere 

gone via trades over the past week, the Flyers are still in a youthful 

rebuilding mode. 

Gostisbehere, a third-round Flyers draft pick in 2012, helped lead 

underdog Union College to an NCAA title in 2014, then really opened up 

eyes when he was promoted to the Flyers late in 2015. In the space of 64 

games he scored 17 goals and 46 points on a team that had long lacked 

much of a productive presence on the blue line. He finished second in 

Calder Trophy voting to Artemi Panarin in that spring of 2016, was 

similarly productive the next two seasons before injury and confidence 

problems began to eat away at his numbers. He went from 65 points in 

78 games in 2017-18 to 37 points in 78 games in 2018-19. 

When Alain Vigneault came in as head coach the following season, 

Gostisbehere's playing time diminished and he became an occasional 

healthy scratch. Last season he was slowed by injury, a brief suspension 

and six games lost due to contracting COVID-19. But he came back later 

in the season and finished strongly, scoring nine goals and 20 points in 

41 games. 

"Shayne played really well for us, not just last year, but for many years," 

Fletcher said. "He was a model citizen. He was at Skate Zone today 

working out on his own and training. He’s a true professional. 

"(But) our reality was pretty simple. When you factor in the expected 

raises that Sanheim and Carter Hart will receive, and we very much want 

to sign those two players, we didn't have a lot of space left to fill the holes 

we needed to fill. We made the move we had to make." 

Fletcher claimed he "spoke to every team in the league several times 

going back a year and a half" to get around a salary cap issue he knew 

he'd have. He said offers to take on Gostisbehere's salary ranged from 

the Flyers' 13th-overall draft pick this weekend to including York in the 

deal. 

"This was the best move we could make," Fletcher said. 

The Gostisbehere deal is similar to the one Arizona general manager Bill 

Armstrong made with New York Islanders boss Lou Lamoriello last 

weekend, getting veteran forward Andrew Ladd, the Isles' second-round 

draft pick on Saturday, plus a conditional 2022 second-round pick and a 

conditional 2023 third-round pick. In return ... the Coyotes picked up 

Ladd's $5.5 million AAV for two seasons. 

At least Fletcher got away with only giving the Coyotes two draft picks in 

this deal. 
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Flyers make another move by trading Gostisbehere 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Chuck Fletcher didn't wait long to make his next trade once the 

expansion draft roster freeze was lifted Thursday afternoon. 

The Flyers dealt Shayne Gostisbehere to the Coyotes, along with a 2022 

second-round pick and the 2022 seventh-round pick acquired in the Erik 

Gustafsson trade. In return, the Flyers will get the cap relief of $4.5 

million this season and next, which is what was left on Gostisbehere's 

contract. 

"This was a difficult decision but one we thought was necessary given the 

reality of the salary cap," Fletcher, the Flyers' general manager, said in a 

statement released by the team. "Shayne has been a quality player for 

this organization since the moment he arrived in Philadelphia and has 

been a part of many special moments in his seven seasons as a Flyer." 

With the acquisition of Ryan Ellis and prospect Cam York in the wings, 

the likelihood of Gostisbehere being moved became greater, especially 

after the Flyers did not get cap relief in Wednesday night's expansion 

draft. 

Following the trade of Gostisbehere, the Flyers now have a little under 

$14 million in cap space, according to CapFriendly.com. In actuality, that 

figure is smaller when factoring in the club's restricted free agents who 

are due new contracts. Carter Hart, Travis Sanheim and Connor 

Bunnaman are the the Flyers' notable RFAs. 

The Flyers' critical offseason with a stagnant NHL salary cap is only 

picking up. The club has the entry draft Friday and Saturday, while free 

agency opens next Wednesday. The Flyers pick at 13th overall Friday. 

Their desire to shed Gostisbehere's cap hit very well could be a sign of 

more moves to come. 

Gostisbehere had seen his name pop up in rumors over the past three 

NHL trade deadlines and previous two offseasons. In 2020-21, the 28-

year-old rebounded from a hellish 2019-20 campaign that was marred by 

injuries and career lows in goals (five) and points (12). In 41 games this 

past season, the offensive-minded defenseman had arguably his best 

season since 2017-18.  Gostisbehere played 19:56 minutes per game, 

led Flyers defensemen in goals with nine and recorded 20 points. His five 

power play goals were second most on the club, behind only James van 

Riemsdyk (10). 

Despite the improvements, Gostisbehere had gone through the wringer 

in 2020-21. He missed the Flyers' first six games as he recovered from a 

bout with COVID-19, he saw three straight healthy scratches, was placed 

on waivers in March and picked up his first-ever suspension in May. 

When Gostisbehere was waived, the Flyers believed he would clear and 

stay with the team. He did in fact clear waivers and the Flyers were likely 

confident he would based off of what they had gathered in trade talks: in 

a flat-cap world, teams are apprehensive to take on any money. It has 

become increasingly difficult to move players with bigger salaries/cap 

hits, hence why the Flyers had to include picks and get only cap relief on 

their side. 

Gostisbehere, who was drafted by the Flyers and played six full seasons 

in Philadelphia, will marry his fiancee Gina Valentine in August. Among 

defensemen in Flyers history, Gostisbehere ranks fourth in goals with 60 

and fifth in points with 219. 

"Obviously I want to stay here, I don't know anything else except 

Philadelphia," Gostisbehere said in May at his end-of-the-season press 

conference. "I've built a nice life here with my fiancee and obviously I 

want to be here, but it's a business. 

"It weighs on you, it's your life. I've been living here for almost seven 

years now; just the thought of going somewhere else, it's definitely weird. 

But I think the positive I'm taking from this season is I feel like I'm back in 

a sense that I'm making plays again, I've got my confidence and 

wherever I end up if I do go somewhere, it is what it is. And I've got to do 

what's in my control and that's playing hockey." 

Gostisbehere, one to flash with his impressive mobility and big shot from 

the point, was the Calder Trophy runner-up in 2015-16 and had a career-

high 65-point season in 2017-18. Injuries, particularly knee issues, 

hampered him in the later years of his Flyers career. A defenseman that 

fuels on confidence and his elusiveness, Gostisbehere underwent 

arthroscopic surgery on his left knee in January 2020. He then had the 

same procedure done on his right knee during last summer prior to the 

return-to-play 24-team tournament. 

"I wasn't here when he first broke in, I certainly remember watching the 

Flyers play and scouting him," Fletcher, who took over the Flyers in 

December 2018, said Thursday. "He had some tremendous seasons. 

Injuries certainly impacted him really since I started here. My first season 

when I came in, he wasn't 100 percent. Really, the next year, he wasn't 

100 percent. This was the first year that he was better and trying to 

regain his timing and I think he played better." 
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Fun facts and matchups as the Flyers' 2021-22 schedule is released 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers have said they're looking forward to a more normal season in 

2021-22. 

They should get that with the NHL set to have a traditional 82-game 

schedule for each club, something the hockey world hasn't seen over the 

last two seasons because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Fans will be back in full capacity and they'll see the Flyers for four 

straight games to open the 2021-22 campaign. The Flyers' season 

opener comes on Friday, Oct. 15, against the Canucks. Then the Dave 

Hakstol-led Kraken make their first-ever trip to Philadelphia on Monday, 

Oct. 18. 
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Report: Flyers' pursuit of star Eichel takes a left turn 

 

BY ADAM HERMANN 

 

The Flyers are trying to aggressively retool their roster this summer after 

unexpectedly missing the playoffs this past spring, and one way to kick 

next season's attack into high gear would be general manager Chuck 

Fletcher pulling off a blockbuster trade for a marquee name. 

Unfortunately, after the big-but-not-gigantic Ryan Ellis deal last week, it 

sounds like the Flyers have cooled on a much larger target. 

SportsNet insider Elliotte Friedman reported during a radio spot on 

Buffalo's WGR550 that the Flyers' interest in disgruntled Sabres star 

Jack Eichel is all but over: 

"I think Philly's not in on Eichel anymore, but I do think Philly talked about 

maybe [Sam] Reinhardt and [Rasmus] Ristolainen. Now that they've got 

Ellis, I would think they're probably out on that." 

Ouch. 

Eichel is widely viewed as the offseason's biggest ticket, and back in late 

June buzz was building around a possible Flyers pursuit of the 

offseason's biggest ticket as The Athletic's NHL insider Pierre LeBrun 

connected the dots between the Flyers and Eichel as a possible 

destination. 

Eichel isn't going to be cheap, but a Flyers team that finished 15th in the 

league in goals per game last year needs to give its offense a boost, and 

a Eichel move would've communicate Fletcher's intention of competing 

for a Cup immediately next season. 

Here's what NBC Sports Philadelphia's Jordan Hall thought of the Eichel 

rumblings and their viability late last month: 

"The Flyers have the Northeast connection working for them in making 

Eichel feel comfortable and close to home if they do land him in a trade. 

The Flyers also have the ability to deliver a haul for a blockbuster. Their 

organizational depth consists of solid variety, a good picking of older, 

established players still performing at a difference-making level, younger, 

proven talent and potential ascending prospects." 

Elsewhere in Friedman's reporting, the Flyers pulling back on their 

pursuit of Ristolainen makes sense considering the Ellis trade, while 

cooling off on Reinhart might simply be a product of the Flyers being 

more interested in a single-player deal rather than taking both players. 

Flyers fans will probably remember Reinhart well; the 25-year-old scored 

six goals in eight games between the two teams last season as the 

Sabres inexplicably tortured the Flyers while losing basically every other 

game on their schedule. 

The Flyers are still on Blues forward Vladimir Tarasenko's reported 

approved trade list as he looks for a new home, but things seem to have 

cooled on that front as well. 

After the Seattle Kraken threw Fletcher and the Flyers' front office a 

curveball in the expansion draft, bypassing expensive veterans like 

James van Riemsdyk and Jake Voracek for prospect Carsen Twarynski, 

they're stuck with less than $10 million in cap room and fewer options 

than they'd hoped would be available. Eichel carries a cap hit of $10 

million in each of the next three seasons; Tarasenko is a little more 

affordable at $7.5 million over the next two years. 

With the NHL Draft a day away and more chaos likely coming, we'll see 

what Fletcher has in store. 
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Why the Flyers paid the price to trade Shayne Gostisbehere to Coyotes: 

‘This is purely a cap move’ 

 

By Charlie O'Connor  

Jul 23, 2021  

  

The Shayne Gostisbehere era in Philadelphia has finally come to an end. 

After seven years of dizzying highs, crushing lows, injuries, emojis, trade 

rumors and so much more, the epic saga of the player nicknamed Ghost 

finally saw its Philadelphia chapter closed. With the NHL trade freeze in 

the rearview mirror, Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher sent 

Gostisbehere and 2022 second- and seventh-round picks to the Arizona 

Coyotes for — well, nothing. This wasn’t a swap meant to make the 

Flyers better in a vacuum. In fact, it wasn’t a swap at all. It was entirely a 

case of Fletcher looking to jettison the final two seasons of 

Gostisbehere’s six-year, $27 million ($4.5 million cap hit) contract. 

“This is purely a cap move,” Fletcher acknowledged shortly after 

finalizing the deal. 

For the 28-year Gostisbehere, it’s a fresh start away from the only NHL 

organization he’s ever known and a chance to carve out a much larger 

role for his new club. But how did it come to this for the Flyers? And why 

did Fletcher ultimately decide to pay another team to take on 

Gostisbehere’s contract rather than keep him in Philadelphia for at least 

the next two years? 

It’s (mostly) all about cap space 

In the end, the “why” of the Gostisbehere trade really boiled down to 

exactly what Fletcher said: cap space. The Flyers simply didn’t have 

enough of it, especially after executing the Ryan Ellis trade last weekend. 

Their hope entering Wednesday was that Seattle would take one of their 

big three contracts that were left exposed — Gostisbehere, Jakub 

Voracek or James van Riemsdyk. The Kraken did not oblige, which left 

Fletcher little choice but to find another way to clear sufficient cap space 

for the rest of the offseason. 

“When you factor in the expected raises that (Travis) Sanheim and Carter 

Hart will receive (this offseason) — and we very much want to sign those 

two players — we didn’t have a lot of space left to fill the holes that we 

needed to fill,” he explained. 

Fletcher wasn’t kidding. 

Much of the talk surrounding the Flyers so far this offseason has been 

centered around their desire to aggressively add and shake up their NHL 

roster. But Thursday’s trade of Gostisbehere isn’t even a case of Fletcher 

moving him out to create sufficient cap room to attack the marketplace. 

As I pointed out yesterday and Fletcher reaffirmed today, the Flyers 

didn’t even have enough space available to comfortably fill out a 23-man 

roster — even if they had no intention of making even one more move. 

In fact, when the sun came up on Thursday, Philadelphia’s only path to 

cap compliance absent any subtractions would have been to sign a 

backup netminder to a sub-$1 million cap hit and roll with just one extra 

skater beyond their 18 that would dress for games, given the contracts 

likely due to Sanheim and Hart. That scenario just wasn’t a realistic 

option for Fletcher and the Flyers. 

Now, things are a little different. Let’s assume that Sanheim and Hart end 

up with a combined $8 million worth of cap hits between them when they 

eventually sign their extensions. Now, with Gostisbehere out of the 

picture, the Flyers project to have about $5 million in cap space to sign a 

backup netminder and add two more cheap pieces to fill out the 23-man 

roster. That’s doable. 

“(It’s) obviously better,” Fletcher responded on Thursday when asked 

how he now viewed his team’s cap situation. “I think we have the ability 

to fill all our holes and maybe focus in on one or two of them.” 

To be clear — this doesn’t mean the Flyers are simply going to re-sign 

Hart and Sanheim, get a decent backup goalie and call it an offseason. I 

believe Fletcher has much higher ambitions in terms of moves and 

upgrades he’d like to make before the summer enters its dead period in 

August. But with this move, now Fletcher doesn’t have to ship out anyone 

else to theoretically be cap compliant, and that should help his leverage 

in looming negotiations. No longer will opposing GMs have him over a 

barrel; he now has sufficient flexibility to walk away if deals aren’t fair or 

in his favor. That’s an important position for him to hold. 

The desire to clear cap space was the driving force behind the 

Gostisbehere trade. But it wasn’t the only impetus behind why 

Gostisbehere in particular was chosen as the player to be jettisoned. 

First, Gostisbehere’s spot in the Flyers lineup wasn’t necessarily secure 

due to looming role redundancy. In an NHL lineup, the current (useful) 

version of Gostisbehere is best served in a sheltered role at even 

strength, either as a low-end second pair defenseman (a No. 4) or a 

high-end third-pair blueliner (No. 5), while also receiving power play time. 

The problem, however, is that top prospect Cam York will likely begin his 

NHL career best served in similar usage on the left side, and he’s not far 

away at all from cracking the lineup. Fletcher acknowledged that the 

looming presence of York and fellow top defenseman prospect Egor 

Zamula did play into why Gostisbehere was viewed as expendable. 

“Yes. Absolutely,” he said. “Both Cam York and Zamula are young 

players that we hope over the next 12 months can push for an NHL 

roster spot, and certainly that would influence that decision.” 

But it goes beyond simply clearing a spot out for York (and/or Zamula). 

One of the priorities this offseason — as stated by Fletcher himself way 

back in March — is to change the mix of the blue line corps, in terms of 

making the group more defensively sound and harder to face. The Ellis 

acquisition went a long way toward achieving that goal, but the Flyers 

aren’t done. Ideally, they’d like to find a right-handed, long-term partner 

for Sanheim this offseason who can be an upgrade over Justin Braun, in 

the physical/defensively-oriented mold. That’s simply not Gostisbehere. 

“I mean, obviously, it’s something we’re looking at,” Fletcher noted. 

“There’s the ideal world and there’s the real world. Sure, a right shot 

(defenseman) would be great. There’s not a lot of supply, so we’ll see if 

there’s something there that we can find that makes sense that we can 

acquire and fit in our cap.” 

Finally, there’s the simple fact that it just felt like time for a fresh start for 

Gostisbehere. 

It’s no secret the Flyers shopped Gostisbehere heavily last offseason, 

and a source confirmed to The Athletic that one of the driving forces 

behind that push was that Gostisbehere had requested a trade out of 

Philadelphia; it came in the wake of his tough 2019-20 after serving as a 

regular healthy scratch in the playoffs. Ultimately, the Flyers proved 

unable to find a landing spot for Gostisbehere that didn’t involve adding a 

massive sweetener for another team merely to take on his contract so he 

stayed, but it’s important context to know that the two sides were ready 

for a (relatively amicable) divorce last winter. 

Now, once Gostisbehere did earn his way back into the regular rotation in 

2020-21, he no longer was looking to leave. Don’t forget that to start the 

season, Gostisbehere was used on the top pairing alongside Ivan 

Provorov — a massive reversal in terms of trust from the coaching staff 

compared to 2019-20. But as the season progressed, Ghost fell down the 

depth chart, to the point where he served as a healthy scratch for three 

straight games, and even was waived and (after clearing waivers) was 

assigned to the taxi squad for a fourth. The scratches, roster drama and 

trade rumors clearly frustrated Gostisbehere at times, and surely there 

were moments when it boiled over for him. He frankly acknowledged in 

his exit interview in May that the constant trade rumors of the past few 

seasons in particular did weigh on him. 

“It obviously weighs on you. It’s your life,” he said. “I’ve been living here 

for almost seven years now. Just the thought of going somewhere else, 

it’s definitely weird. But I think the positive I’m taking from this season is I 

feel like I’m back in a sense that I’m making plays, again, I got my 

confidence, and wherever I end up, if I do go somewhere, it is what it is.” 

At some point, a player just could use a fresh start in a new locale, and 

Gostisbehere very well might have been in that position in Philadelphia. 

Why did they have to pay Arizona to take him? 

OK, so sure, the Flyers needed to clear cap space, York is on the way 

and Gostisbehere was a clear change-of-scenery candidate. But even 

with all of that in mind, why were the Flyers forced to send a second- and 

a seventh-round pick to the Coyotes just for them to take him? After all, 



Gostisbehere had a solid bounce-back campaign, and he’s still a useful 

defenseman— right? Was his $4.5 million cap hit really that onerous? 

At the very least, it doesn’t track with Dom Luszczyszyn’s GSVA model. 

While it does project Gostisbehere to deliver slightly negative value 

relative to his cap hits across the next two seasons, we’re talking about 

$8.5 million worth of projected value against $9 million of actual cost. Is 

$500,000 of excess price really worth a second-round pick? 

In this market and for this particular player, maybe. 

Obviously, Gostisbehere did have a much better season in 2020-21 

compared to 2019-20. But according to Fletcher, interest in Gostisbehere 

remained minimal at best despite the defenseman’s improvement. 

In fact, Fletcher revealed that as painful as relinquishing a second-round 

pick may have seemed at first glance, the offers he turned down were far 

more unpleasant. 

“A couple (other) teams made offers – one team asked for Cam York to 

take Gostisbehere, another team had asked for a first-round pick this 

year to take Gostisbehere,” he recounted. “So this was the best move 

that we could make.” 

And what about the Seattle Kraken, who chose not to select 

Gostisbehere in Wednesday’s expansion draft? Kraken general manager 

Ron Francis apparently never wavered from his demand to exact a 

massive tax in order to take on Gostisbehere’s remaining two years. 

“I did speak to Seattle about him, and this (trade with Arizona) was a 

much, much better situation for us than that,” Fletcher bluntly stated. 

The hard truth is this: Gostisbehere’s value simply isn’t very high around 

the NHL. The Flyers realized as much last winter when trying to 

acquiesce Gostisbehere’s trade request, and even after his bounce-back 

year, apparently ran into the same issue. Part of the problem is the 

stagnant cap, of course, but it goes beyond that. Gostisbehere has dealt 

with numerous injuries over the years, has been inconsistent year over 

year and doesn’t have a strong defensive reputation in league circles. 

Add in the sheer number of teams looking to clear cap space rather than 

add it at the moment, and it explains why Gostisbehere’s market proved 

so limited. 

Personally, I believe Gostisbehere is a better player than the market 

consensus thinks. But with a cheaper, younger player in York gunning for 

Gostisbehere’s role and the team in serious need of cap space, this was 

the rare situation where biting the bullet and accepting his current 

valuation (even if incorrect) actually made sense for the Flyers. 

The Gostisbehere era in Philadelphia may be over, but don’t think that 

he’ll go down as a mere footnote in team history. 

He closes out his Flyers career ranking fourth all time among 

Philadelphia blueliners in goals (60), sixth in assists (159) and fifth in 

points (219). He was the first of the 2010 homegrown blueliners to reach 

the big club and make an impact, reversing a longstanding trend of 

organizational struggles when it came to developing defensemen. And he 

delivered two of the best seasons by a Flyers defenseman — his magical 

rookie campaign and his 65-point 2017-18 season — since the turn of 

the millennium. Those years won’t be forgotten. 

During a particularly lackluster era in Flyers history, Gostisbehere 

regularly provided some of the few reasons for fans to get excited, with 

his flashy spin-o-ramas and bombs from the point. He even earned 

himself two solid hockey nicknames — Ghost and Ghost Bear — which 

actually might be his most impressive achievement, given the dearth of 

interesting monikers given to players these days. At his peak, 

Gostisbehere was a highlight reel waiting to happen. 

Fletcher made sure to give Gostisbehere his due on Thursday. 

“First of all, look — Shayne played really well for us, not just last year, but 

for many years,” he said. “He was a model citizen. He was at SkateZone 

(in Voorhees) today working out on his own, training. He’s a true 

professional and he was a very good Flyer, so I want to thank him for 

that.” 

The Gostisbehere era may have come to an end, but it certainly had its 

fair share of great moments. Now, he’s off to Arizona, where — as 

Fletcher hopes — he’ll have the opportunity to take on a much bigger 

role on the blue line than he would have in Philadelphia. His time in 

Philadelphia is over, but if he can carry over his gains from 2020-21, 

Gostisbehere’s hockey career certainly doesn’t have to be. 
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Flyers draft guide: Trade strategy, 10 targets at No. 14, and how to best 

fill holes in the prospect pipeline 

 

By Charlie O'Connor  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

The lead-up to the NHL roster freeze on Saturday proved far more 

eventful than Philadelphia Flyers fans likely expected. The lead-up to the 

league’s expansion draft Wednesday, on the other handed, ended up 

being far less than many hoped. 

Next up in terms of big events on the league calendar? The NHL Draft, 

which starts Friday night. 

The Flyers enter the draft fully loaded, with seven picks, including the No. 

14 pick — which actually will be the 13th selection in the first round, due 

to Arizona forfeiting the 11th pick as a result of combine violations during 

the 2019-20 season. If they choose, the Flyers can use Friday and 

Saturday to continue to stock their pipeline with quality prospects. 

But will they actually do so? It’s time for our yearly Flyers draft preview 

here at The Athletic, and there’s one big question looming over the 

proceedings: How will general manager Chuck Fletcher’s clear desire to 

be aggressive in improving his NHL club affect his approach to the entry 

draft? 

Will they trade the top pick? Piecing together the likely approach 

Usually, when it comes time to evaluate how the Flyers will address a 

particular draft, the question is mostly about overarching strategy: which 

type of player might be taken, where the tiers of the first round will fall, 

whether they’re looking to move up or down in the order. 

This year, however, one question looms above all the others: Will the 

Flyers trade the No. 14 pick in a package for a roster upgrade? 

The short answer is that there’s a very real chance that they do. 

Fletcher entered the 2021 offseason with a plan to aggressively improve 

his NHL roster, and so far, he hasn’t held back, with last Saturday’s trade 

for Ryan Ellis giving the Flyers their long-awaited Matt Niskanen 

replacement on the top pair. 

But the Flyers still possess one of their most attractive assets: their first-

round pick. Sure, it can be used to bring in a high-end prospect via the 

draft. But it also could serve as prime ammunition to go shopping for 

another win-now addition. And Fletcher made it clear last week that he 

wouldn’t hesitate to do so, given the right circumstances. 

“If we use our first-round pick to select a player, we’re obviously going to 

be able to draft a high-quality player that’ll help us,” Fletcher said. “Yet, 

because it’s a high-asset value, I think we have to explore what we can 

do with it. The likelihood is you normally end up keeping your first-round 

picks, but this offseason, in particular, I think I’m more willing to look at 

moving it.” 

It’s that last bit that really raises the eyebrows. The plan of 

aggressiveness on the part of Fletcher and his front office absolutely has 

him more open than usual to trading away their first-rounder. But there 

are other factors as well. This particular draft isn’t projected to be all that 

strong, relative to other years. The pandemic led to many junior leagues 

shortening (or even canceling) their seasons, so evaluation sample sizes 

are smaller than normal, adding extra uncertainty to the selection 

process. And the Flyers still have a deep prospect pool, which can afford 

to take the one-year hit of no first-rounder without leaving the pipeline 

barren. 

Granted, Fletcher also made it clear that he would only trade the pick for 

a player who is guaranteed to help the Flyers beyond just 2021-22. But 

even with that caveat, Philadelphia still has roster holes to fill: further 

depth on defense, a shoot-first scorer, center depth, an upgrade at 

backup goalie behind Carter Hart. Could Fletcher find a deal over the 

next 24-plus hours that fills one (or more) of those holes involving the No. 

14 pick? It’s certainly a possibility. 

That said, the Flyers certainly could end up keeping the pick and using it 

to beef up the organizational prospect pool; Fletcher didn’t rule that 

scenario out, either. In that case, might they still trade it, but in a more 

traditional draft-day sense? 

A trade-up seems unlikely, for two reasons. First, the first half of the 2021 

first round has two main tiers, and the Flyers find themselves right at the 

start of Tier 2, as Tier 1 ends somewhere between picks nine and 11 

(depending on how teams in that range feel about the two highly-touted 

goalies, Jesper Wallstedt and Sebastian Cossa). Any trade-up would 

most likely be into Tier 1, and as a result, the cost would be even more 

expensive than usual, given the industry consensus of a significant talent 

gap between the tiers. Second, a trade-up involves relinquishing assets 

— assets that could be used in trades for roster pieces. Tough to see the 

Flyers using those in this particular offseason just to acquire a better 

prospect who won’t help for at least two-to-three seasons. 

A trade-down scenario feels more realistic. Not only would the Flyers pick 

up an extra asset or two but there’s also the unique nature of this draft to 

keep in mind. The odd nature of many prospects’ seasons means that a 

robust, well-funded scouting department with a large geographical 

footprint could be more likely to identify market inefficiencies than others, 

and the Flyers certainly have such a department. Perhaps their scouts 

have identified a player expected to slip to the 20s or 30s who they see 

as a top-10 talent. Given those circumstances, a trade-down would make 

sense. 

One aspect of strategy that Fletcher and assistant GM Brent Flahr made 

clear remains the same from past years is that they’ll adhere to a best-

player-available philosophy — particularly early. And according to Flahr, 

that even applies if the scouting department deems a netminder to be the 

BPA, despite the presence of soon-to-be 23-year-old Hart. 

“We have a number of different players and positions that we’ll look at as 

well,” Flahr said. “But no, we’re not opposed. If it’s clearly the next best 

player on our draft board, we’ll take them.” 

Organizational needs 

The Flyers’ organization depth remains solid, but it is beginning to take 

some hits. The Ellis trade required two under-25 players to be shipped 

out. More than a couple of prospects haven’t developed as quickly or as 

effectively as hoped. And then there are the natural gaps that every team 

has; it’s impossible for a pipeline to be deep everywhere. 

One area it is no longer deep is center. 

Yes, the Flyers still have Sean Couturier (only one year left on his 

contract, though) and Kevin Hayes. And yes, both Claude Giroux and 

Scott Laughton can play center, even though they’re likely more effective 

wingers at this point. Beyond that group, though, the pipeline is thin. 

Morgan Frost is coming off a shoulder injury that wrecked his season. 

Nolan Patrick is gone. Tanner Laczynski might be an NHL center, but he 

also might end up at wing (or not panning out at all). Connor Bunnaman 

has fourth-line center upside, but that’s about it. German Rubtsov is 

facing something of a “last chance” season in 2021-22 to rehabilitate his 

value as a prospect. Jay O’Brien had a solid bounceback 2020-21 at 

Boston University but has a long way to go before reclaiming the status 

he had back when he was selected in Round 1 of 2018. Noah Cates 

played center for the University of Minnesota-Duluth last season. And 

that’s about it. 

Their depth in terms of righthanded-shooting defensemen isn’t great 

either. Ellis replaced Philippe Myers in last weekend’s trade, but Ellis is 

six years older than Myers, meaning they now lack an in-prime, NHL-

established righty shot on defense. Justin Braun is 34 and one year away 

from free agency, so he’s not a long-term solution. In terms of prospects, 

Ronnie Attard of Western Michigan is clearly their best, but he’s far from 

sure to become a top-four NHL defenseman (he also could leave as an 

unrestricted free agent after 2021-22, though I believe the Flyers are 

confident he’ll ultimately sign with the organization). Beyond Attard? They 

have Wyatte Wylie and Jack St. Ivany — 2018 mid-round picks who have 

yet to establish themselves as having anything higher than third-pair NHL 

upside. It’s a group that could certainly use an infusion of high-end talent. 

Those are the biggest positional needs, but what about stylistic? They 

finally addressed their long-standing “sniper” hole by picking Tyson 

Foerster in the first round last year, so that’s not a glaring need anymore. 

But they still lack a prospect with game breaking speed. And aside from 

Zayde Wisdom — who, despite his willingness to engage opponents 

physically, isn’t a towering force at 5-foot-10 — they do lack prospects 



who bring an imposing, aggressive presence. They could certainly stand 

to add a piece or two with upside in other facets of the game as well. 

Ten potential targets 

Possessing the No. 14 pick, the Flyers are almost certainly out of the mix 

for the nine consensus top-tier skater prospects: Owen Power, Matthew 

Beniers, William Eklund, Brandt Clarke, Luke Hughes, Dylan Guenther, 

Simon Edvinsson, Mason McTavish and Kent Johnson. 

But the second tier after those nine will be wide open for the Flyers. It’s 

just a matter of which player in it they like the most. 

Tier 2 (and even Tier 3) aren’t small groups. That said, based on our 

evaluation of organizational tendencies, needs and an informed 

understanding of how Fletcher and the front office plan to approach the 

draft, the groups can be narrowed down — a bit. Let’s run through 10 

possible picks, in no particular order: 

Cole Sillinger, center/wing, USHL/WHL 

There are quite a few reasons Sillinger makes sense as a target. He 

plays center — the Flyers’ biggest organizational position of need. He 

brings physicality and grit to the table. He’s put up very impressive 

numbers, including point-per-game scoring rates (54 in 48 games) in the 

WHL two seasons ago. 

He’s even played in leagues (WHL and USHL) from which the Flyers 

tend to draft a lot of players. Add in the fact that he comes from a hockey 

family — former Flyer Mike Sillinger is his father — and that he qualifies 

as a pure goal scorer with a great shot, and he’d be an easy pick to sell 

to the fanbase. 

It’s not like Sillinger is a perfect prospect, of course. His skating is 

nothing special, for starters, though that hasn’t scared away Flyers 

scouts on prospects in the past. Defensive flaws have, though, and some 

scouts have been critical of Sillinger’s play without the puck in the 

defensive zone, considering him more of an offense-only type player, 

which raises questions of whether he’ll stick at center in the NHL. 

Still, the goal-scoring power-forward package is enticing, and there’s a 

real chance that Sillinger could be the industry-consensus BPA when 

Philadelphia picks. It wouldn’t be a shock at all to see the Flyers take 

him. 

Chaz Lucius, center, USNTDP 

In many ways, Lucius screams “Chuck Fletcher pick.” 

He’s a U.S. National Team Development player, and Fletcher historically 

has drafted extensively from the program. He’s from Minnesota; Fletcher 

and Flahr will know him well from years past when they were back with 

the Wild. He’s also a center, so he fits with the team’s current 

organizational need. And like Sillinger, he’s a pure goal scorer. Also, his 

primary weakness — skating — hasn’t been a dealbreaker for Flyers 

scouts, and one could argue that his knee injury (he had surgery on it last 

summer, and it kept him out until February of 2021) made his skating 

look worse than it actually is. 

Lucius does come with many of the same concerns as Sillinger — 

defense and the possibility that he won’t stick at center, in addition to the 

skating. There’s also a decent chance he’ll be gone before the Flyers 

select at No. 14. But if he is there, he makes sense as the type of player 

a Fletcher-run front office might covet. 

Fabian Lysell, wing, SHL 

Think the Flyers desperately need to add speed up front? Lysell is your 

guy. 

Lysell is an absolutely dynamic skater, and more importantly, he can 

make high-end plays with the puck while playing at that speed. Out of all 

the realistic skater options for the Flyers at No. 14, Lysell is the upside 

play, bringing a unique (for the Philadelphia system) skillset to the table 

with the potential to be a player who legitimately scares defenses. 

There’s top-six winger potential here, easily, and when watching his 

highlight reel, it’s easy to dream even bigger. 

There are concerns, though, and they’re ones that in the past have 

seemingly turned the Flyers off to other top prospects. Lysell has been 

flagged by some scouts for inconsistent play; others critique his 

defensive acumen and a perceived lack of physicality. There also were 

rumblings over the past few weeks that he could fall on draft boards due 

to character concerns. That said, there’s reason to believe these 

criticisms are overblown. Inconsistency is understandable for an 18-year-

old playing in a top-tier men’s league like the SHL. Lysell’s not likely to be 

a Selke Trophy contender on the wing, but it’s not like he’s a disengaged 

player. And as for the “he’s slipping down draft boards” chatter, Bob 

McKenzie still has him at No. 14 on his public board, which tends to line 

up the closest of any with the actual draft order, since it’s informed by 

conversations with active NHL scouts. 

Lysell wouldn’t be a traditional Flyers pick. But in fairness, Tyson 

Foerster in some ways wasn’t either, yet he did fill a clear stylistic need in 

the Philadelphia prospect pool. Perhaps Lysell will be viewed as a similar 

opportunity. 

The goalies: Jesper Wallstedt (SHL) and Sebastian Cossa (WHL) 

Ah, and now we come to the netminders. 

It’s not quite fair to say that the top tier of this draft is only nine players 

because, for many teams, it’s actually 11 when it comes to true-talent 

evaluation. The problem is that two of those players are goalies, and 

there remains hesitancy on the part of some teams to take them early in 

drafts due to the inherent risk involved with developing players at the 

position. That said, more netminders have been going early in drafts 

recently (Yaroslav Askarov at No. 11 in 2020, Spencer Knight at No. 13 

in 2019), and it only takes one team to break industry consensus (or in 

this case, two). 

The Flyers are in an intriguing spot when it comes to Wallstedt and 

Cossa. On one hand, one or both could slip to No. 14. On the other, they 

already have Hart, and even coming off an objectively terrible season, 

he’s still presumably viewed as Philadelphia’s goaltender of the present 

and future. There’s a case to be made that one of Wallstedt or Cossa 

could merely serve to give the Flyers a supercharged tandem and 

actually be a shrewd decision, but it does ignore the goaltending 

controversy such a pick would inspire, both in the short-term (you’ll hear 

lots of Carson Wentz/Jalen Hurts comparisons on Philly sports radio this 

weekend if they take a goalie in the first round) and long-term, assuming 

the prospect pans out. 

But it’s easy to understand why Philadelphia might be tempted, 

especially if it is holding to a “best player available” philosophy. Wallstead 

was fantastic for his 18-year-old age in the SHL this past season and is 

as technically sound as they come, along with having solid size for the 

position. Cossa is a bit rawer technically, but he’s absolutely huge (6-6) 

and ridiculously athletic for his size — and also just put up an incredible 

.940 save percentage in 19 WHL games. I’m skeptical the Flyers would 

actually pull the trigger on a goalie — and even more skeptical that 

Wallstedt, in particular, will even be available at their pick — but I’m not 

ruling out the possibility. 

Fedor Svechkov, center, VHL/MHL 

The Flyers, again, could certainly stand to add a center, and they’ve long 

loved their two-way players. No prospect likely to be available at No. 14 

fits those bills better than Svechkov. 

Svechkov is viewed as the premier defensive center in the draft, aside 

from maybe Beniers. Phillip Danault is an obvious comparable for 

Svechkov, in terms of plausible upside: a center with enough skill to chip 

in offensively but who will provide the bulk of his value as a shutdown 

pivot who can take on minutes against top lines and win them. Svechkov, 

however, comes with skating concerns and doesn’t play with a ton of 

pace at this stage of his development. But he scored 15 points in 38 

games as a 17/18-year-old in the VHL (basically the AHL to the KHL), 

and that’s a men’s league, so it’s not like he lacks scoring talent. He’s 

just not going to drive a team’s offense. 

The risk with Svechkov is that, even with the glowing reports of scouts 

(and high-end advanced metrics in Russia), it’s tougher to gauge 

defensive upside in a prospect than offensive upside, and if Svechkov 

doesn’t prove to be a high-end defensive forward, he’s probably not 

going to be dynamic enough offensively to cut it. But drafting the next 

Danault is a pretty enticing proposition after watching Danault play such 

a pivotal role for Montreal in the playoffs. 

Matthew Coronato, wing/center, USHL 

Do you want draft-year production? How’s 48 goals in 51 games work for 

you? 

Coronato absolutely lit up the USHL — a league the Flyers scout and 

draft from extensively — with the Chicago Steel in 2020-21, and his 

stellar draft season has him flying up boards. He’s not the fastest, biggest 



(5-foot-10, 183 pounds), strongest or most skilled, but he’s good at 

basically everything, and the total package has coalesced so far into an 

extremely productive hockey player. He’s the type of forward who might 

have unfairly slipped out of the first round 10 years ago, but in the wake 

of success stories like Brayden Point, that’s not going to happen 

anymore. 

In Coronato, the Flyers would have a player who appears to possess a 

lot of the traits they tend to like in prospects — hockey sense, compete 

level, work ethic — and very well could be available at No. 14. There’s 

some skepticism in stat circles regarding whether his scoring totals in 

2020-21 were a bit inflated by luck, and there’s always a degree of risk in 

taking a small-ish player who lacks elite skating, but Coronato brings a lot 

of positives to the table. 

Brennan Othmann, wing, OHL/SL (Switzerland) 

Othmann would be a slight reach in terms of consensus ranking in the 

public sphere, but his profile just screams “Flyers-type.” He’s a relentless, 

north-south forechecker who plays with a ton of pace, which helps to 

make up for his natural skating limitations. His plus shot gives him real 

top-sixer upside, but he in truth is more of a high-floor player than high-

ceiling one. It’s difficult to imagine him not developing into at least a 

quality bottom-sixer, but there doesn’t appear to be enough dynamic skill 

(beyond his shot) to see him ending up a top-liner. 

In other words, he’d almost certainly be a strong stylistic fit for the way 

the Flyers currently play, and his weaknesses aren’t ones that tend to 

turn off the Philadelphia scouting department. He wouldn’t be an 

especially exciting pick — and perhaps he’d be a trade-down target, but 

McKenzie has him at No. 16 on his board, so the Flyers wouldn’t be able 

to move down too far and still get him — but he’s certainly a realistic one, 

based on player type and team drafting history. 

Corson Ceulemans, RHD, AJHL 

Now we’re getting into the real trade-down candidates. Ceulemans would 

be a need pick — he’s a righthanded blueliner with seriously impressive 

physical tools and could be a logical replacement for Myers in the 

pipeline. Scouts love his physicality and his skating ability for his size (6-

2, 201 pounds), neither of which are on Myers’ level but are still 

impressive for the position. 

Ceulemans’ weaknesses as a prospect actually line up pretty well with 

those of Myers, as well — there’s serious skepticism regarding his 

offensive upside, and his hockey IQ with and without the puck has been 

questioned as well. But he has big fans in the scouting community, some 

who don’t share those concerns and some who believe, considering his 

other tools, he’ll still end up at least a solid second-pair NHL defenseman 

with the added benefit of being a righty shot. Considering his quality of 

competition — the AJHL isn’t a high-end junior league, even if Cale 

Makar emerged from it — and the worries about his upside, I have my 

doubts he’d be the pick at No. 14. But as a trade-down, it’s possible the 

Flyers end up letting need break the tie, and it’s not unheard of for 

defensemen to go earlier than expected in the first round. 

Zachary L’Heureux, wing, QMJHL 

Ceulemans fits the bill as filling the void that Myers left. L’Heureux is a 

different type entirely — a physical, aggressive forward who plays on the 

line and occasionally goes over it. In other words, those fans who think 

the Flyers aren’t tough enough anymore would fall in love with this guy. 

He absolutely isn’t afraid to throw his weight around. 

But L’Heureux isn’t a goon. He can light the lamp as well, shown by his 

39 points in 33 games in the QMJHL this past season, and his upside is 

the rare physical presence who can also chip in enough offense to take 

on significant minutes in a scoring role. Now, he’s not Tom Wilson, in the 

sense that Wilson is 6-4 and bigger than almost everyone on the ice, 

which helps him operate with impunity. L’Heureux is only 5-11, but he 

certainly brings that grit element that many deem essential for a winning 

team and that is a bit lacking in the Flyers’ system at the moment. 

At No. 14, L’Heureux would be a reach — he’s not the best skater and 

even his biggest supporters acknowledge that his offensive upside isn’t 

huge. We’re talking about a middle-sixer if he hits, not a top-sixer. But if 

the Flyers trade down, I could envision his name popping up as a 

potential target. 
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Penguins to open 2021-22 season against Lightning 

 

SETH RORABAUGH   | Thursday, July 22, 2021 7:12 p.m. 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins will open the 2021-22 season in banner fashion. 

Literally. 

They will travel to the Gulf Coast of Florida and face the defending 

Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning on Oct. 12 at Amalie Arena 

as the hosts raise their most recent championship banner. This contest 

will be the first game of the NHL season and will be broadcast on ESPN. 

The Penguins’ home opener will be Oct. 16 at against the Chicago 

Blackhawks. That will open an eight-game home stand that will last until 

Nov. 6. 

Their first rematch with the New York Islanders, the team that eliminated 

the Penguins from the 2021 playoffs, will be Nov. 26 at the new UBS 

Arena in Elmont, N.Y. 

On Dec. 6, the Penguins will face the expansion Seattle Kraken for the 

first time at Climate Pledge Arena. That will be the fourth contest of a 

four-game swing through Western Canada and the Pacific Northwest. 

A seasonlong six-game road trip will take the Penguins to Philadelphia, 

Dallas, Anaheim, Los Angeles, San Jose and Las Vegas between Jan. 6 

and 17. 

In total, the Penguins will have 12 sets of back-to-back games next 

season. 

A three-week break in February will allow for the All-Star Game on Feb. 5 

in Las Vegas as well as the Olympic Games, provided the NHL decides 

to participate. 

As of now, there is no agreement between the NHL and the International 

Olympic Committee for the 2022 Games in Beijing. Should the NHL not 

participate, a revised schedule will be released. 

After the NHL utilized geographically friendly division-only schedules 

because of the pandemic in 2020-21, the Penguins are back in 

Metropolitan Division along with the Carolina Hurricanes, Columbus Blue 

Jackets, New Jersey Devils, New York Islanders, New York Rangers, 

Philadelphia Flyers and Washington Capitals. 

Divisional rivals will meet each other either four or three times next 

season. Conference foes will square off three times. Nonconference 

opponents will play twice. 

The league has abandoned the in-season “series” format it adopted last 

season. Under that format, visiting teams would spend a few days in a 

host city and play a two-game series, much like Major League Baseball. 
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Salary cap concerns led to changes for Penguins, GM Ron Hextall says 

 

SETH RORABAUGH  

Thursday, July 22, 2021 2:39 p.m. 

 

Ron Hextall didn’t necessarily have a strong desire to part ways with 

forwards Jared McCann and Brandon Tanev. 

At the same time, he had to ensure his team was compliant with the 

NHL’s salary cap of $81.5 million. 

That’s why McCann and Tanev are now members of the Seattle Kraken. 

“We felt like we were (projected to be $3 million to 3.5 million) over the 

cap,” the Penguins general manager said via video conference on 

Thursday. “The two moves obviously allowed us to get where we felt 

comfortable that we can be under the cap. Prior to these moves, it was 

going to be difficult. 

“In saying that, if we could move things around a little bit, manipulate 

some money and be a better team, we’ll look at it. I’m not real eager to 

regain salary, certainly if we don’t have to.” 

On Saturday, the Penguins dealt McCann and his salary cap hit of $2.94 

million to the Toronto Maple Leafs in exchange for forward prospect Filip 

Hallander and a seventh-round draft pick in 2023. By Wednesday, 

McCann and Tanev — who carries a salary cap hit of $3.5 million — 

were each selected by the Kraken in the expansion draft. 

“We set a price for Jared, where we would move him if we got the right 

price,” Hextall said. “And Toronto met that price. So we moved ahead 

with that deal. Part of it was knowing that we would probably lose another 

player and give us an opportunity to become cap-compliant when we 

need to at the start of the season. Very hard decisions to make 

obviously. But in the end, we have tough decisions and we had to do 

what we felt was best for the organization, short term and long term.” 

Part of the short-term concerns were related to the status of injured 

center Evgeni Malkin and the team’s depth at the position. With Malkin 

expected to miss some portion of the 2021-22 season as he recuperates 

from offseason surgery to his right knee, the Penguins opted to protect 

Teddy Blueger and Jeff Carter in the expansion draft over the likes of 

McCann, Tanev and others. 

“It definitely had an impact,” Hextall said. “There’s still some uncertainly 

with the beginning of the (2021-22 season). When we looked at our 

center position, it’s the position that we lacked the most depth up front. 

So we felt it was important to protect that position and therefore, it had an 

impact on our (expansion protection) list for sure. You look at a lot of 

things. You look at a player’s age, you look at the contract, you look at 

the term of the contract, the (average annual value), the fit on our team, 

the depth in your organization. 

“There was a lot that went into our final decision there but there’s no 

question that (Malkin) impacted our thought process for sure.” 

Currently, the Penguins have $7,446,795 of salary cap space according 

to Cap Friendly. That figure does not account for potential new contracts 

for pending restricted free agents such as forwards Zach Aston-Reese or 

Radim Zohorna. 

With a long-stated goal of adding some toughness and an unstated 

pursuit of improving depth in goal, that doesn’t leave a lot of room for 

potentially adding any big names once the free agent signing period 

opens July 28. All of that could potentially change with this weekend’s 

entry draft, an event where many trades, big and small, are orchestrated. 

But as things stand at this moment, the Penguins don’t expect to add any 

major pieces via free agency. 

“We can visit the free agent market, but I don’t suspect there’s going to 

be a top player there that we can fit under the cap,” Hextall said. “You 

never know what happens, I guess, between now and then. But, we’re 

going to do everything we can just to put the best team on the ice, 

whether it’s internal or bringing a player from the outside. Really hard to 

say what the market is going to be. And I suspect there will be players in 

August that aren’t signed. We’ll just evaluate things on a day-to-day basis 

as we move along. If a free agent makes sense, we’ll move on it.” 

Notes: 

• Hextall said Malkin is “doing well” in his recovery. He added that 

potential contract extensions for Malkin and defenseman Kris Letang — 

each entering the final year of his current contract — are not a leading 

priority at the moment. 

“We’ve kind of put it a little bit on the backburner,” Hextall said. “Once we 

get through the draft and free agency, we’ll get more on it. But at this 

point, we’ve more just had general discussions or mentions of wanting to 

re-sign the players.” 

• A second-round pick (No. 58 overall) in the 2018 draft, Hallander 

returns to the Penguins after spending a season in the Maple Leafs’ 

system, albeit playing for Lulea of the Swedish Hockey League (SHL) in 

2020-21. 

Hallander was dealt to the Maple Leafs on Aug. 25 in a multi-player trade 

that brought forward Kasperi Kapanen to the Penguins. 

“We felt very comfortable with the player,” Hextall said. “We had the 

background on Filip. He’s 21 years old. He’s not 18 or 19. He’s 

somewhat of a seasoned player. I would hope he comes into camp and 

pushes for a spot. But in the end, that’s going to be up to Filip. When you 

come from Europe to the smaller (North American rink), to a new culture, 

there’s a lot going on for young players. So sometimes they’re not ready. 

But certainly, I would hope at some point (during the 2021-22 season) or 

certainly training camp (in 2022), I would certainly hope he’s ready. But if 

Filip comes in September and knocks us out, we’ll make decisions from 

there.” 
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Penguins A to Z: Can Radim Zohorna fill a big void on the bottom 2 

lines? 

 

SETH RORABAUGH   

Thursday, July 22, 2021 11:20 a.m. 

 

With the Penguins in the midst of their offseason, the Tribune-Review is 

looking at all 47 players currently under NHL contracts to the 

organization in alphabetical order, from mid-level prospect Niclas Almari 

to top-six winger Jason Zucker. 

Radim Zohorna 

Position: Left winger 

Shoots: Left 

Age: 25 

Height: 6-foot-6 

Weight: 220 pounds 

2020-21 NHL statistics: Eight games, four points (two goals, two assists) 

2020-21 AHL statistics: 12 games, 11 points (three goals, eight assists) 

2020-21 ELH statistics: 21 games, 22 points (12 goals, 10 assists) 

Contract: One-year entry-level contract with a salary cap hit of $792,500. 

Pending unrestricted free agent this offseason 

(Note: According to Cap Friendly, Zohorna is still exempt from waivers in 

the event he is sent to the American Hockey League.) 

Acquired: Unrestricted free-agent signing, April 29, 2020 

2020-21 season: Like a lot of teams this past fall, the Penguins sought 

avenues to find playing time and further the development of their 

prospects while most leagues in North America were on hiatus due to the 

pandemic. That meant lending a lot of them to teams in Europe as 

leagues on that continent had forged ahead despite the logistical 

challenges of dealing with covid-19. 

In Radim Zohorna’s case, there wasn’t really much of an adjustment as 

was loaned on Aug. 10 to BK Mlada Boleslav in the Extraliga ledního 

hokeje (ELH), the top-tier league in his native Czech Republic. He had 

played for that team the previous two seasons.  

Primarily deployed as a top center for Mlada Boleslav, Zohorna was a 

dominant force. Despite having the ELH season disrupted at various 

times due to covid-19 related issues, Zohorna averaged more than a 

point per game. 

Before his loan was terminated Dec. 21, Zohorna had scored in seven of 

his final 10 ELH games in the ELH. 

Invited to the Penguins’ NHL training camp, Zohorna primarily skated 

with other prospects before being assigned to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of 

the AHL. 

Playing in North America for the first time, Zohorna appeared to need 

little time to adjust to skating on a smaller rink as he collected five points 

(two goals, three assists) in his first five AHL contests. 

Shuffled between the AHL roster and the taxi squad a handful of times 

throughout the season, Zohorna made his NHL debut on March 25 and 

merely scored a goal on his first career shot during a 4-0 home win 

against the Buffalo Sabres. 

Zohorna was in and out of the lineup sporadically over the next month, 

filling in as the Penguins weathered an outbreak of injuries to their 

forward ranks. 

Perhaps the best goal scored by a member of the Penguins last season 

was tallied by Zohorna. During a 5-2 road win against the New York 

Rangers, Zohorna opened the scoring with a dazzling power move off the 

right wing to open the scoring. 

Once other forwards recovered from their maladies, Zohorna finished the 

season on the taxi squad. During the postseason, he was a healthy 

scratch for all six games of the Penguins’ first-round loss to the New York 

Islanders. 

The future: As a pending restricted free agent, Zohorna is on the back 

burner as far as the Penguins’ priorities are concerned. They have 

contract control and it should be easy to reach an agreement on a new 

multi-year contract. 

As far as where he fits in with the team? That’s a good question. 

There’s a lot of intrigue with him. While he is the largest player in the 

organization, he’s not an overly physical entity. At the same time, he 

skates like Johann Olav Koss. 

He possesses a clear scoring touch as evidenced by the numbers he 

posted in the AHL as well as the visual evidence he provided in limited 

games as an NHLer. 

With forwards Jared McCann and Brandon Tanev now members of the 

expansion Seattle Kraken, the Penguins have some holes on the wings 

in their bottom two lines and they have limited salary cap space to fill 

them. 

Zohorna can be an affordable option to help fill a big void among the 

bottom six forwards. 
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First Call: Ex-Penguin Jared McCann becomes a Twitter trend after 

expansion selection; high praise for Minkah Fitzpatrick 

 

TIM BENZ 

Thursday, July 22, 2021 6:45 a.m.Support Local Journalism 

 

Thursday’s “First Call” has some lofty compliments for Steelers safety 

Minkah Fitzpatrick. The internet is in love with Jared McCann’s 

Pittsburgh-to-Toronto-to-Seattle travels. 

Also, we look at other interesting picks by the Kraken and the latest trials 

of the woebegone Pittsburgh Pirates. 

High praise 

Steelers coach Mike Tomlin made a recent appearance on a podcast 

with Los Angeles Rams coach Sean McVay, defensive coordinator 

Raheem Morris, and NFL Network host Peter Schrager. It’s called “Flying 

Coach.” 

During the discussion, Tomlin gushed about safety Minkah Fitzpatrick to 

the point that he compared him to Hall of Famer John Lynch and former 

All-Pro Ronde Barber. Those were two defensive backs Tomlin coached 

when he ran the defensive backfield unit with the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers. 

4 minutes of Mike Tomlin talking about Minkah Fitzpatrick, the player 

Sean McVay describes as “one of, if not THE premier safety in the 

game”. 

Tomlin referring to John Lynch, Ronde Barber, and just how good Minkah 

is and could be. 

“I learned the skills to coach Minkah down there in Tampa coaching John 

Lynch — gold jacket John Lynch — and Ronde Barber,” Tomlin said. 

“When you’re 28, coaching 29-year-old John Lynch and Ronde. Shoot, I 

played college ball against Ronde. The level of preparedness that you 

have to be ready for. … It brought the best out of us. It probably 

accelerated my growth and development. And it really made me view the 

game from a different perspective.” 

Tomlin said Fitzpatrick reads keys and diagnoses opposing offenses with 

the ability to translate what his eyes see into where his legs can take him 

in a way few players aside from Barber ever have. 

Now, he wants to put Fitzpatrick into the best position possible to 

leverage those skills in 2021. 

“We’re in the process right now, the summer, of talking about dealing 

with his alignment depth based on the nature of the offense,” Tomlin 

added. “RPOs versus play action, and formational structure. Things of 

that nature. Conversations that you could not have with most guys. He’s 

able to digest things and make it turn up on the field that other guys 

can’t.” 

Hopefully, whatever those conversations yield allow Fitzpatrick to get 

more turnovers in the second half 2021. In each of his first two seasons 

in Pittsburgh, Fitzpatrick has seen a fade in his turnover productivity as 

the season has dragged beyond Thanksgiving. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs acquired Jared McCann from the Pittsburgh 

Penguins in exchange for Filip Hallander over the weekend. 

Then the Maple Leafs left McCann exposed for the Seattle Kraken to 

take in Wednesday’s expansion draft. Seattle obliged. 

I dunno. Did he ever even get assigned a number? Technically, this will 

be McCann’s fifth franchise since breaking into the NHL in 2015. 

Essentially, Toronto ended up parting with Hallander and a 7th round 

pick (to the Penguins) so that they could use McCann as bait to protect 

the rest of their roster from Seattle. 

So maybe not a bad strategy after all. 

I’ve got to say, though, the tweet of the night came from the now defunct 

Atlanta Thrashers’ feed. Or better said, the account this disgruntled, 

dedicated fan is still running it at this stage, a decade after the team left 

Georgia for Winnipeg. 

It really does sting when you put it that way, doesn’t it? 

McCann wasn’t the only ex-Penguin selected by the Kraken. 

The Dallas Stars lost defenseman Jamie Oleksiak. 

A pair of players from the Metro Division who gave the Penguins a hard 

time are heading to Seattle, too. New York Islanders right wing Jordan 

Eberle and Carolina Hurricanes center Morgan Geekie were scooped up 

by the Kraken. 

The Washington Capitals lost a goalie as well in Vitek Vanecek. 

Lowest of the low 

The Pittsburgh Pirates just did the impossible. They allowed themselves 

to get swept by the awful Arizona Diamondbacks. 

The Pirates just dropped three in a row to the DBacks, thus allowing 

Torey Lovullo’s crew to improve its record to 30-68. That’s still just a .306 

winning percentage, the worst in Major League Baseball. 

So things can’t get worse for the Pirates, right? 

Well, of course they can. Because now the Pirates have to play three 

straight games against the NL West-leading San Francisco Giants, 

followed by three at home versus the NL Central-leading Milwaukee 

Brewers. 

The Giants have the second-best run differential in the NL (+123) and 

have allowed the fewest runs in Major League Baseball (344). The 

Brewers will head to PNC Park as one of the best road teams in 

baseball. Right now, their 29 road wins are just one behind the Giants 

and Boston Red Sox for the most in the majors. 

In other words, I’m sure the Pirates’ fortunes will turn around 

immediately. 

Yup. I’m sure of it. Absolutely. No doubt. 
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Penguins open 2021-22 season at Tampa Bay 

 

MIKE DEFABO 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

JUL 22, 2021 3:22 PM 

 

Even after losing in the first round of the playoffs, the Penguins will be 

part of a banner-raising ceremony after all in 2021-22 ... just not their 

own. 

The NHL announced Thursday night that it will open the season on Oct. 

12, with the Penguins visiting the Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 

Lighting. The matchup at Amalie Arena will feature the reigning back-to-

back champs against a Penguins team that won consecutive titles of their 

own in 2016 and 2017. 

The Penguins are slated to hold their home opener at PPG Paints Arena 

on Oct. 16 against the Chicago Blackhawks as the league returns to a 

more traditional schedule following last year’s intradivision format. That’s 

part of a seasonlong eight-game homestand that spans into early 

November. 

They have more road games than home games in both November and 

December before the schedule balances out in January. In February, the 

NHL has scheduled a three-week break for the Winter Olympics and the 

All-Star Game. The Penguins, as of now, will not have a game between 

Feb. 1 and Feb. 24. 

Pittsburgh Penguins' Jeff Carter (77) celebrates his goal with Jared 

McCann (19) during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the 

New Jersey Devils in Pittsburgh, Saturday, April 24, 2021. 

The postseason push will be challenging with multiple games in the final 

two months of the season against Carolina, Boston, Colorado and both 

New York teams. The season finale is April 29 against Carolina at PPG 

Paints Arena. 
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Penguins GM Ron Hextall has some 'flexibility' after clearing salary cap 

space 

 

MIKE DEFABO 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

JUL 22, 2021 1:14 PM 

 

Even after dealing versatile forward Jared McCann to Toronto and losing 

speedy winger Brandon Tanev in the expansion draft, Penguins general 

manager Ron Hextall’s offseason is only just beginning. 

The NHL’s entry draft is slated to begin on Friday with the first round. 

While the Penguins have already spent that pick as a part of the Jason 

Zucker trade, the draft is often when teams engage in trade discussions 

to reshape the roster. Then on Saturday, the Penguins are scheduled to 

make a second-round pick, fifth-round pick and three seventh-round 

picks. 

Free agency follows on Wednesday, where it remains to be seen how 

much salary cap space the Penguins have to be a real player. 

During what may be a quiet day in the midst of a hectic two weeks, 

Hextall spoke with reporters on Wednesday on a wide-range of subjects, 

including what factors contributed to the protection list, why they chose to 

deal McCann and more.  

Penguins left wing Jason Zucker battles for position with Lightning 

defenseman Erik Cernak on Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2020, at PPG Paints 

Arena in Uptown.   

As the Penguins forecasted their budget, Hextall said they estimated 

they’d be about $3 million to $3.5 million over the salary cap. By moving 

McCann ($2.94 million cap hit) and Tanev ($3.5 million), plus starting $1 

million below the cap, the Penguins currently have $7.44 million in cap 

space. 

“A week ago, we were looking at trying to get cap compliant,” Hextall 

said. “Now, certainly we have some flexibility.” 

Speaking for the first time since the moves, Hextall also explained how 

the salary cap factored into the decision to trade McCann to Toronto in 

exchange for prospect Filip Hallander and a 2023 seventh-round pick. 

“We set a price for Jared where we would move him if we got the right 

price,” Hextall said. “Toronto met that price, so we went ahead with that 

deal. Part of it was knowing we would probably lose another player and it 

would give us an opportunity to become cap compliant when we need to 

at the start of the season.” 

Even after freeing up some money, the Penguins still have a number of 

decisions to make on their own roster that could eat into that figure. Zach 

Aston-Reese is a restricted free agent. Cody Ceci, Evan Rodrigues and 

Freddy Gaudreau highlight the list of prominent unrestricted free agents. 

Even with the new savings, not everyone is going to fit. 

Filling holes 

Goalie prospect Aidan Campbell 

While the departures of McCann and Tanev create some financial 

flexibility, they also open two holes in the forward corps. 

The club has a range of options. There are players with some NHL 

experience who could step into expanded roles, like Sam Lafferty. There 

are young prospects who have promise but haven’t yet appeared in the 

league, like Samuel Poulin and Nathan Legare. And then there’s outside 

help. 

“We also do feel we have enough candidates from in-house that we feel 

like certainly we can fill a number of the spots,” Hextall said. “But we will 

look outside and see what we can find, whether it’s through trades or free 

agency.” 

Could Hallander factor into that? 

As a 2018 second-round pick by the Penguins, the 6-foot-1, 195-pound 

power forward brings some size and physicality to go along with his skill. 

Hextall noted that at 21 years old, Hallander is “somewhat of a seasoned 

player” due to his age. At the same time, the GM noted that the forward 

will have to transition to the smaller North American rink and a different 

culture in the NHL. 

“I would hope he comes into camp and pushes for a spot. In the end, 

that’s going to be up to Filip,” Hextall said. “... Certainly, I would hope at 

some point this year or in training camp a year from now, I’d hope he’s 

ready.” 

How active will the Penguins be in free agency? 

In theory, the newfound salary cap space could give the Penguins an 

opportunity to be a contender when free agency opens on Wednesday. 

However, it sounds like at this point, they’ll be shopping more for 

bargains than big-ticket items. 

“We can visit the free agent market, but I don’t suspect there’s going to 

be a top player there that we can fit under the cap,” Hextall said. 

The Penguins are not unique when it comes to their salary cap situation. 

Prior to the pandemic, NHL teams were anticipating the cap would 

expand to $86 or even $88 million. Instead, the flat $81.5 million cap is 

forcing many teams to shed salary. Many anticipate this will create a 

buyer’s market in free agency, just as it did last offseason. 

“Really hard to say what the market is going to be,” Hextall said. “I 

suspect there will probably be players in August that aren’t signed. We’ll 

just evaluate things on a day-to-day basis. If a free agent makes sense, 

we’ll move on him.” 

Extension talk on the ‘back burner’ 

While the Penguins might have to do some salary-cap gymnastics just to 

craft their 2021-22 roster, they also have one eye on the future. Evgeni 

Malkin, Kris Letang and Bryan Rust are all entering the final year of their 

respective contracts and are eligible for extensions. 

“We’ve kind of put it a little bit on the back burner,” Hextall said. “Once 

we get through the draft and free agency, we’ll get more on it. But at this 

point, we’ve more had general discussions or mentions of wanting to sign 

the players.” 

In June, Malkin underwent right knee surgery that the club anticipates will 

keep him out the beginning of training camp — or longer. Hextall didn’t 

provide a lot if information on the injury status, other than to say Malkin is 

“doing well.” 

The GM did say that the injury and the still-not-public timeline for a return 

factored into the decision to protect four centers with the seven possible 

forward spots.  

“It definitely had an impact,” Hextall said. “There’s still some uncertainty 

with the beginning of the year. Therefore, when we looked at our center 

position, it’s the position where we lacked the most depth up front. We 

felt like it was important to protect that position.” 
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Joe Starkey: Penguins’ biggest moves yet to come 

 

JOE STARKEY 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

JUL 22, 2021 9:37 AM 

 

The space race is on — and I’m not talking about Jeff Bezos bolting for 

Neptune in a suborbital launch vehicle. 

I’m talking about NHL teams clearing players like it’s the latest Macy’s 

closeout sale. 

Most teams are craving cap space in a league where the post-pandemic 

salary cap is frozen solid at $81.5 million. The newly forming Seattle 

Kraken on Wednesday executed an expansion draft based more on 

retaining cap space than accumulating pricy proven talent, and who 

could blame general manager Ron Francis for that? 

Francis didn’t hide his plan. 

Pittsburgh Penguins' Jeff Carter (77) celebrates his goal with Jared 

McCann (19) during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the 

New Jersey Devils in Pittsburgh, Saturday, April 24, 2021. 

“One thing we think is very, very valuable in this environment is the cap 

space,” he told reporters last weekend. “We have $81.5 million in cap 

space, so that’s certainly what we want to make sure we try and take 

advantage of moving forward.” 

The Kraken still have nearly $30 million after their draft. So instead of 

taking on other teams’ contract nightmares, Francis can find his own 

players — younger ones, presumably, at more reasonable prices. 

Which brings us to the Penguins, and the panic spreading in some parts 

over losing two decent players — Jared McCann and Brandon Tanev — 

for almost nothing. McCann went in a trade to Toronto, which then left 

him unprotected for the expansion draft (and lost him) because it wants 

… all together now … MORE. CAP. SPACE. Tanev went to Seattle. 

The Penguins, who were tight against the cap, now have some financial 

flexibility (apologies if that oft-used Neal Huntington phrase triggered 

PTSD among Pirates fans). 

The important thing here is that the Penguins’ offseason is just 

beginning. Everybody’s offseason is just beginning. The trade freeze 

ends at 1 p.m. Thursday. The draft begins Friday night. Free agency 

opens Wednesday. 

In other words, all NH-hell is about to break loose. 

The Penguins don’t want to miss out. It’s not like they’re suddenly awash 

in cash, but they did create about $6.4 million in immediate space by 

losing Tanev and McCann, and while I would agree that both are useful 

players, I’m thinking the franchise will survive. 

McCann had some hot stretches but did not produce in the playoffs (no 

goals, three assists in 12 career playoff games). He is talented and still 

young (25) but does not exactly profile as an indispensable piece on a 

Cup winner. Something's missing. 

Tanev is the more problematic loss. He delivered the kind of speed, 

tenacity (remember the crushing hit on Jarred Tinordi?) and penalty-

killing ability expected of him when he signed his $21 million free agent 

deal. The kind of hockey he played isn’t easy to replicate, and the 

Penguins need more of it, not less. 

One major issue with Tanev is his inability to move into the top six when 

needed. Compare that to, say, a similarly sized player in Chris Kunitz, 

who could play a nasty, physical game but also fit in nicely with Evgeni 

Malkin or Sidney Crosby. 

Maybe Tanev could have if given more opportunity, but he strikes me as 

more of a maniac with blinders on when it comes to the offensive side. 

His size and injury issues, given his break-neck style, also might have 

been considerations for Penguins general manager Ron Hextall and 

head of hockey operations Brian Burke. 

It kind of doesn’t matter now. What does is how Hextall and Burke shape 

the team moving forward. It would sure help if they could move on from 

big contracts such as Jason Zucker’s or Marcus Pettersson’s, but that 

might not be possible. 

The Penguins need a veteran goalie — Petr Mrazek, anyone? — and 

more thump. A veteran such as Montreal free agent right winger Joel 

Armia (6-foot-3, 212 pounds) could help in that regard and provide an 

easy fourth-line replacement for Tanev. 

It’s a fairly robust free agent class for players of all kinds, including 

profiles that fit the Penguins’ needs. Abrasive sorts like Blake Coleman 

and Nick Foligno are out there. Zach Hyman is a 6-1, 211-pound winger 

who provides punch (but is probably too pricey). Antti Raanta is another 

goalie of note, and one the Penguins have inquired about previously. 

Point is, the Penguins can now jump into that pool for a little swim. 

That wasn’t possible a week ago. 
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Local goalie Aidan Campbell emblematic of the pandemic's impact on 

NHL draft prospects 

 

MATT VENSEL 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

JUL 22, 2021 6:00 AM 

 

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit North America last March, shuttering 

the hockey world, Aidan Campbell expected the hiatus to last for maybe 

a couple of weeks and then the Ontario Hockey League season would be 

right back on. 

“Two weeks turned into a month — and then turned into 18 months,” the 

Erie Otters goalie and Pens Elite program alum said this week in a phone 

interview. 

The OHL didn’t finish that season and never got the green light from the 

Ontario provincial government to resume play in 2020-21, putting 

Campbell and dozens of other NHL draft hopefuls in limbo. The 18-year-

old Cranberry native hasn’t played a sanctioned game in front of scouts 

since last February. 

Uncertainty is the story of this year’s NHL draft, which for the second 

straight year will be held virtually. Round 1 is Friday. The final six rounds 

are Saturday. 

Pittsburgh Penguins' Jeff Carter (77) celebrates his goal with Jared 

McCann (19) during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the 

New Jersey Devils in Pittsburgh, Saturday, April 24, 2021. 

The pandemic affected feeder leagues on both sides of the Atlantic and 

forced NHL teams to rely even more on video scouting and analytics. 

High-profile international tournaments and the 2021 scouting combine 

were canceled. And leagues such as the United States Hockey League 

were disrupted due to COVID-19. 

But at least those kids got to play. The Ontario Hockey League was the 

only of the three subdivisions of the Canadian Hockey League to sit out 

all of 2020-21. 

“It really wasn’t what I was expecting. I thought we were going to come 

back [in 2020] and I definitely was not expecting our season to be 

canceled the following year,” Campbell said. “That was a rough part in 

the journey, but there’s always some rough spots in the road. So it’s all 

about how you deal with them.” 

His is one of countless stories about how the pandemic impacted the 

development of NHL draft prospects and limited opportunities to impress 

scouts. There is still a chance Campbell could be drafted this weekend. 

Either way, he can’t wait to head back to Erie this fall to show everyone 

what he’s been up to. 

Campbell, who in 2019 backstopped the Pens Elite 16-and-under team to 

a national title, started his first OHL season strong. Then he and Otters 

went into a funk. He rebounded when the calendar turned to 2020 and 

had a 10-8-5 record with a 3.65 goals-against average when the league 

shut down last March. 

Two weeks later, the OHL announced the cancellation of the 2020 

playoffs. 

“It would have been nice to get that playoff, late-season experience [in 

front of scouts],” Campbell said. “But sometimes the dice don’t roll in your 

favor.” 

Penguins head coach Mike Sullivan not happy with his team after giving 

up the third goal against the Rangers in the second period Friday, Jan. 

22, 2021, at PPG Paints Arena in Pittsburgh.   

NHL Central Scouting had Campbell ranked 28th among North American 

goalies in its final list for the 2020 draft, which got bumped back to 

October. He watched the first few rounds of that draft before heading to a 

local rink for a workout. When he got off the ice, he saw that he wasn’t 

among the 20 goalies selected. 

At that point, the start of the 2020-21 season had been delayed until 

December. He remained optimistic the OHL would eventually get up and 

running. 

In the meantime, his agent, John Osei-Tutu, looked into the possibility of 

sending Campbell over to Europe to get in games there, a path some 

other draft hopefuls took. Unfortunately, Campbell couldn’t commit to a 

Scandinavian club because if the OHL had started up, he would have 

had to report to Erie right away. 

“That would have been a cool experience,” Campbell said. “I wish that I 

would have known sooner that the OHL season was canceled so I could 

have gone.” 

Campbell had no choice but to wait for official word. But he did not 

remain idle. 

The goalie said he skated four days a week at local rinks. Once a week, 

he got in a specialized workout with Shane Clifford, the former Penguins 

goaltending coach who has mentored him for several years now. Other 

days, he worked with the staff at UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex, home 

of the Pens Elite program. 

While the NHL was out of season, he was invited to private skates that 

included local products such as Vincent Trocheck and J.T. Miller and 

Penguins such as Bryan Rust and Casey DeSmith. That increased his 

skills and his confidence. 

“Going up against those guys, trying to beat them, it’s honestly inspiring 

and it shows you how far you really need to go to make it to that level,” 

he said. 

This winter and spring, while the NHL was playing its season, Campbell 

practiced with other OHL players in the area. It wasn’t ideal but beat the 

alternative. He said many of his peers above the border weren’t allowed 

in rinks or gyms. 

“I’m just glad that I was able to get that development over the past year,” 

Campbell said. “I feel like that’s definitely boosted me past a lot of other 

people.” 

Campbell shot up to 6-foot-6 this year. He tried to add bulk to that 

growing frame, doing weight training six days a week. He reports that 

he’s at 205 pounds now. 

He said he has spoken with most, if not all, NHL teams via email over the 

last year. Anaheim, Detroit, Chicago and Toronto were among the teams 

that contacted him most often. Some scouts gave him feedback on what 

he needs to improve to get to the NHL — quicker feet, better lateral 

mobility, more competitiveness. 

Campbell was already resigned to the fact that the OHL would cancel the 

entire 2020-21 season when the news was officially announced in late 

April. 

“I knew a lot of the older guys were upset because that was their last 

chance, their last year,” he said. “For me, I had already saw it coming 

months earlier. I didn’t let that ruin my development. … But I wish it could 

have been different.” 

His 17-year-old sister, Hannah, helped keep him upbeat and determined. 

“Not many people focused on what it was doing to the players and their 

mental health,” the goalie said. “Most of these guys, hockey is their life. 

When you lose part of it to something that’s out of your control and 

everybody’s control, it’s so hard to cope with that. You really need people 

who care about you.” 

Four OHL players, including Campbell’s teammate Brandan Hoffman, 

decided to do something about it. Last month in Erie, they hosted a 

prospect showcase for OHLers like Campbell who had not gotten an 

opportunity to impress scouts due to the season’s cancellation. At least 

20 NHL teams applied for credentials. 

“That Erie showcase was tremendous. They did a great job raising 

money for that and putting it together,” Campbell said. “That was a really 

good experience and a good opportunity to show my skills and what I’ve 

been working on.” 

Campbell didn’t make the cut for this year’s NHL Central Scouting final 

rankings and recognizes there is a strong likelihood that he goes 

undrafted again. However, it’s possible a team that liked him in 2020 

could circle back to him now. 



“I’m not really expecting much because I really haven’t been able to show 

anything. There’s not much to go off of. So I went all in on next year,” 

Campbell said. “I’m really looking forward to next year and showing what 

I have to offer.” 

He gets his next opportunity later this month at the 2021 World Junior 

Summer Showcase in Michigan. He’s one of 44 U.S. players invited to 

that camp. After that, he plans to be one of the OHL’s top goalies for a 

first-place Erie team. 

If he does that, NHL scouts will be unable to ignore Campbell next 

summer. 

“Next year will be huge, and I’m ready for it,” Campbell said. “I can’t wait.” 
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The ultimate travel guide for Penguins fans looking to hit the road: Part 1 

(30-21) 

 

By Josh Yohe and Rob Rossi  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

Do you love the Penguins? Are you feeling adventurous? Has this pesky, 

worldwide pandemic given you the itch to sneak some traveling into your 

future plans? 

You’ve come to the right place. The NHL finally released its 2021-22 

schedule — it’s no doubt a grueling process, but it does seem to take 

longer every year — and the Penguins will once again be playing in 

every NHL arena this season. Have you never made a road trip to watch 

the Penguins? If you have, is Columbus the only place you’ve visited (we 

hear that one a lot)? 

We’ve got you covered. Rob Rossi and I (Josh Yohe) have visited every 

NHL city during our many years on the Penguins beat. We can give you 

the highlights, the places to avoid, some appropriate (and not appropriate 

stories) and so much more. We aren’t including Seattle in this edition of 

the travel guide simply because we haven’t been there for a game yet, 

but it has all the makings of a top-10 destination. 

Here’s the formula for this venture. Each category receives 1-10 points: 

Hockey atmosphere: Are the fans in said city into hockey? That makes a 

difference. 

Weather: Come February, going somewhere warm has its perks. 

Accessory activities: Good museums? Good place to take the kids? How 

much does this place have to offer? 

Debauchery: Perhaps you’re young, single and looking to mingle. Or 

maybe you and a significant other want to party into the wee hours. 

Maybe it’s a bachelor or bachelorette party. Is this the place for you? 

Star power: You’re a Penguins fan, so you’re used to seeing Hall of 

Famers. What does the other team have to offer? 

Getting there: Can you drive there? Direct flights? This also makes a 

difference. 

Dining options: Perhaps you want to take your someone special to a 

fancy restaurant. Or you’re a foodie. This is an important category. 

Hotel options: Are they nice? Super fancy? Walking distance to the rink? 

Cost: In general, how expensive will the entire trip be? 

Yinzer attendance: As Pittsburghers, we like to be surrounded by our 

own. Will black and gold colors take control of the arena? 

(We’ve decided to make this a three-part series. Here is Part 1.) 

The Don’t Do It Division 

30. Winnipeg Jets 

Hockey atmosphere: 10 

The atmosphere is as good as it gets. Great building, great fans, 

knowledgeable people who are kind and love their hockey. The people of 

Winnipeg are fantastic. 

Weather: 1 

I think it’s the coldest place in the world, though that’s not confirmed. It’s 

actually so cold in the winter that it’s intimidating. 

Accessory activities: 2 

The Human Rights Museum is nice. Otherwise, there isn’t much going on 

here, as you may have expected. 

Debauchery: 3 

That great line in “Mystery, Alaska” comes to mind. You know the one. 

Surely there is fun here, but we’ve never had it. 

Star power: 5 

The Jets are fun to watch. There’s some talent there, but still, we aren’t 

talking can’t-miss stars. 

Getting there/transportation: 3 

You can get there with only one connecting flight, so it’s not quite as 

brutal as you’d think. But it’s not fun. At least the airport is small, well-run 

and efficient. 

Dining options: 3 

Had good poutine there once. And good pancakes once. Downtown has 

a couple of spots, but it’s not exactly great. 

Hotel options: 5 

A few decent places, reasonably priced. Nothing too fancy but gets the 

job done. 

Cost: 6 

Not terrible once you’re there, but getting there will cost you plenty. 

Yinzer attendance: 3 

Not many Pittsburghers in Winnipeg, though you’ll run into a handful of 

Crosby and Lemieux fans. 

Yohe: The people here are friendly and the arena is one of my favorites. 

If you’re a hardcore fan, it’s a hell of a notch on your belt to say you’ve 

been to Winnipeg. But only a lunatic would want to make this trip 

regularly. 

Rossi: Never again. 

Final score: 41  

29. New Jersey Devils 

Hockey atmosphere: 2 

Really dreadful. It’s hockey’s most sterile building and it’s not in a nice 

part of town. 

Weather: 4 

It’s the same as you’re used to. 

Accessory activities: 3 

It’s not good. The only good thing is that you’re a quick cab ride or drive 

from Manhattan. Newark itself is just a lowly place, however. 

Debauchery: 5 

When there, you kind of feel like you’re in “Goodfellas” or “The 

Sopranos,” which is good fun. 

Star power: 3 

Jack Hughes is really good and on the rise, but I can’t say the Devils are 

fun to watch. 

Getting there/transportation: 7 

Surprisingly easy. You can fly direct to Newark or make the 5½-6-hour 

drive. It’s fine. 

Dining options: 4 

You’re close to New York, yes. But Newark proper possesses very few 

decent choices. 

Hotel options: 6 

Not bad. Courtyard Marriott right beside Prudential Center is your best 

bet. 

Cost: 6 

Tickets aren’t bad here for being in the greater New York area, but watch 

out for parking. Seriously high. 

Yinzer attendance: 4 

A bit of black and gold in the crowd here, but not that much. 



Yohe: It’s easy to get there and easier to get tickets here than for a 

Rangers game. So, if you’re in New York and the Penguins are in New 

Jersey, go for it. But don’t expect to be impressed. 

Rossi: It sounds like waves. I’m sorry. It does. I don’t care what The Boss 

intended. What’s that? Oh, right. Newark. Yeah, not so much. 

Final score: 44 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Hockey atmosphere: 3 

The atmosphere isn’t good and this is the NHL’s worst building. It’s falling 

apart and doesn’t have any charm. 

Weather: 3 

It’s actually beautiful here during much of the year, but if you’re coming 

here in January, well, good luck. 

Accessory activities: 8 

Downtown Ottawa is spectacular. It’s beautiful, quaint and showcases 

some of the world’s greatest architecture. 

Debauchery: 8 

It’s minutes away from Quebec. Fun for the whole family! 

Star power: 3 

The young Senators have some talent but aren’t much to see. 

Getting there/transportation: 3 

Not so good at all. It’ll take a connecting flight or a nine-hour drive. Good 

airport though. 

Dining options: 5  

Not great, but the poutine is good at Dunn’s. 

Hotel options: 8 

Good choices close to the rink in Kanata and in downtown Ottawa. But 

do yourself a favor and stay downtown. 

Cost: 5 

Getting there isn’t cheap but once you’re there it’s perfectly fine. 

Yinzer attendance: 5  

There will be some Penguins fans, but not a ton. Senators fans are 

weird. It’s the only Canadian fan base that boos Sidney Crosby. Literally. 

Yohe: Downtown Ottawa is stunning. So is the drive that it takes to get 

from there to where the Senators play. 

Rossi: Good grief, build something where the action is at, Ottawa! 

Final score: 51 

27. Edmonton Oilers 

Hockey atmosphere: 5 

As Canada goes, it’s not great. The arena is nice, but it’s too big. You 

feel like you’re at a museum more than at a hockey arena. 

Weather: 2 

One notch better than Winnipeg, which isn’t really saying much. 

Accessory activities: 4 

Not much going on in Edmonton, but I will say, there is no shortage of 

good casinos here, and that counts for something. 

Debauchery: 5 

It’s not Vegas, but there’s a little bit of fun to be had here. 

Star power: 10 

Make no mistake, there is something special about seeing Connor 

McDavid play in person, especially on his home rink. 

Getting there/transportation: 3 

Good airport, which is a theme in western Canada. But getting there isn’t 

particularly pleasant. It’s a long day of travel. 

Dining options: 4 

Downtown Edmonton has some money and some fancy spots, so you’ll 

find something. But options are still pretty limited. 

Hotel options: 7 

Great hotels in Edmonton actually. I’d recommend the Delta Marriott in 

downtown Edmonton. It’s right across the street from the arena and a 

casino. What else do you need? 

Cost: 5 

Middle of the road. There’s a lot of money in Edmonton but things aren’t 

out of whack there. 

Yinzer attendance: 7 

Always a ton of Penguins fans here. And no, I have no idea why. 

Yohe: Certainly an upgrade over the last building, which was like the 

Civic Arena without the charm. But Edmonton isn’t a great destination. 

There aren’t really many reasons to go. See McDavid play in Pittsburgh. 

Rossi: Denver is closer to its airport than Edmonton’s press box is to the 

ice. 

Final score: 52 

26. New York Islanders 

Hockey atmosphere: 9 

It’s a new building, but it’s the same fans, so I can only assume it will be 

a raucous atmosphere. It’s the only team in the league that has a fan 

base more entertaining than the team itself. 

Weather: 4 

It’s a lot like Pittsburgh. Not great. Could be worse. 

Accessory activities: 4 

It’s Long Island, so there’s not much going on here. Manhattan isn’t 

exceptionally far away, which is good, but it’s far enough to be a bit of an 

inconvenience. When I’m here, I typically spend lots of time in my hotel. 

Debauchery: 5 

Well, there was always plenty of debauchery in the Coliseum parking lot. 

Otherwise, kind of a tough sell. 

Star power: 3 

The Islanders are so, so good. But they aren’t fun to watch and their only 

true star is their head coach. 

Getting there/transportation: 3 

New York is a hassle to begin with, and where the Islanders play is 

another 30-45 minutes of driving time. Tough to get there from the 

airport. You don’t want to rent a car but you might have to. It’s a seven-

hour drive from Pittsburgh. Not great. 

Dining options: 8 

The options are limited. However, you’ve got to visit Giulio Cesare, one 

of the best Italian restaurants in the country. There are pictures of many 

Penguins, including Mario Lemieux, lined on the walls of this place. Many 

NHL teams eat here and for good reason. Great place. 

Hotel options: 6 

There are a few decent options on Long Island, but they aren’t cheap. 

Long Island Marriott was always a staple as it stands right beside the 

Coliseum. 

Cost: 5 

Islanders tickets are cheaper than Rangers tickets, but there’s never 

anything cheap about New York. 

Yinzer attendance: 6 

Perhaps because of the cost, there are always more Penguins fans on 

the Island as opposed to Manhattan. 



Yohe: I’m sure the new arena will be lovely. Anything would be better 

than the Coliseum. But really, it’s worth it to spend a bit extra and just 

see the Penguins play the Rangers in Manhattan. If you go there, though, 

go eat at Giulio Cesare and thank me later. The homemade caesar 

dressing is like nothing I’ve ever tasted. 

Rossi: The Coliseum forever! 

Final score: 53 

25. St. Louis Blues 

Hockey atmosphere: 7 

Pretty good. The building is quite “blah,” but this is an underrated hockey 

town. 

Weather: 5 

St. Louis is too hot in the summer and too cold in the winter. 

Accessory activities: 5 

Not much going on here, though the Arch is absolutely worth visiting. 

Great museum and you can take a ride to the top. Totally worth it. 

Debauchery: 3 

A lot of bad things happen in St. Louis but I don’t know if it’s best to be 

part of them. 

Star power: 3 

It’s a solid, well-run franchise. But do you really get excited to see them? 

Nah, though the uniforms look great in person. 

Getting there/transportation: 6 

You can find direct flights here and the airport isn’t terrible. No need to 

rent a car, even though the airport is a bit of a hike from the city. Just 

take an Uber downtown. 

Dining options: 9 

Outstanding BBQ setup in St. Louis, some of the best I’ve had. You just 

can’t go wrong here. The Smoothie King on Pine Street is great also. 

Hotel options: 8 

Really good and inexpensive options. The Renaissance besides Busch 

Stadium is a good option. 

Cost: 6 

All in all, a reasonably priced trip. 

Yinzer attendance: 3 

Apparently Yinzers don’t often migrate to St. Louis. Only a handful of our 

types there. 

Yohe: I’ve softened on St. Louis a bit, but I still don’t like it. A random trip 

there at the height of the pandemic last summer was actually fun, but I 

think St. Louis is a better summer town than a winter town. 

Rossi: Stop playing “Take Me Home, Country Roads” and this WVU 

alumnus will talk about St. Louis. 

Final score: 55 

The Enter At Your Own Risk Division 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Hockey atmosphere: 10 

Hate them all you want, but the atmosphere is Roman Coliseum stuff. It 

never gets old. 

Weather: 5 

It’s not great, but nothing out of the ordinary compared to what you’re 

used to. 

Accessory activities: 6 

Not bad at all, especially if you’re into history. Plus Atlantic City is a mere 

hour away. 

Debauchery: 9 

Did we mention Atlantic City? And regardless, lots of easy ways to get 

arrested in these parts. 

Star power: 3 

When did the Flyers get so boring? They could at least employ a few 

goons to make them entertaining again. 

Getting there/transportation: 2 

Oh, just terrible. Among America’s worst airports, a really hellish place. 

And that five-hour drive through the mountains during the winter is almost 

as frightening as the things that take place in the parking lot here. 

Dining options: 9 

Superb Italian places. Just wonderful. Not a 10 because Sheetz > Wawa. 

Hotel options: 6 

Decent. Tons of options but many have gone downhill in the past few 

years. 

Cost: 6 

Philly isn’t all that expensive. You’ll manage. 

Yinzer attendance: 2 

Rarely do we see many Penguins fans here. You’ll probably be alone 

when you go, and thus, you should be careful. Some bad apples in this 

crowd, which is something the Flyers willingly promote. 

Yohe: If you’re a hardcore Pittsburgh fan, you’ve got to do this trip. But 

go in numbers. 

Rossi: Neither America’s first nor its current capital city. Makes sense. 

Final score: 58 

The If You’re Bored Division 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Hockey atmosphere: 9 

Arguably the league’s best building. Spectacular place. The team stinks, 

but Wings fans are about as good as it gets. 

Weather: 2 

They get snow in Detroit. A lot of snow. 

Accessory activities: 4 

Go during a car convention if you can. They’re fun and very Detroit. 

Debauchery: 8 

Go across the border to Windsor and thank us later. Good times to be 

had. 

Star power: 2 

These aren’t your daddy’s Red Wings. Not much to see at all. 

Getting there/transportation: 8 

Really easy drive so long as the weather cooperates. No need to fly but 

the airport is a nice one. 

Dining options: 8 

It’s a big city with a lot of good options. You’ll surely find something to 

your liking. 

Hotel options: 8 

Lots of solid downtown options. If you’re looking to save money, just stay 

in Toledo the night before. 

Cost: 7 

Pretty inexpensive as big cities go. You won’t feel ripped off here. 

Parking is really cheap. 

Yinzer attendance: 5 

They made their presence felt on June 12, 2009, but in general, you 

won’t see too many Pittsburghers in Detroit. 



Yohe: Slowly but surely, Detroit has grown on me over the years. It gets 

a bad rap. Great hockey town. The rest of Michigan is beautiful, by the 

way. Not a bad weekend trip. 

Rossi: There’s a soft spot on this black heart for a town that’s been 

through so much and is still standing. Might be those memories of 

Vladimir Malkin closing down the Marriott bar every night during the 2008 

and 2009 Stanley Cup finals. 

Final score: 61 

22. Minnesota Wild 

Hockey atmosphere: 9 

The hockey fans in Minnesota are wonderful and so is their arena. A true 

pleasure seeing a game here. 

Weather: 3 

It seems like they get a lot of sunshine here, but be warned that this isn’t 

a pleasant winter destination. 

Accessory activities: 6 

St. Paul is a lovely town and Minneapolis is a quick drive away. There 

isn’t a ton to do, but you’ll find something if you look. 

Debauchery: 4 

They have some good bars, and Minnesota residents can really drink. 

But most people here are totally pure. 

Star power: 7 

Kirill Kaprizov is pretty special and the Wild suddenly have become a fun 

team to watch. 

Getting there/transportation: 6 

Direct flight! But obnoxiously expensive. 

Dining options: 6 

Some decent places, but as big cities go, there’s nothing overly 

memorable here. 

Hotel options: 8 

The only problem is that St. Paul doesn’t have many options, so renting a 

car might be a preference here. Hotels are cheap at least, especially by 

the airport. 

Cost: 7  

Other than the flight there, it’s a fairly cheap place. 

Yinzer attendance: 5  

Middle of the road. There are always some Pittsburghers here but not an 

overwhelming amount. 

Yohe: Like I always say about Minnesota, it’s a great place to live but not 

an exciting one to visit. Still, I must say, the people here are freakishly 

friendly. You always know when you’re in Minnesota. 

Rossi: The Twin Cities gave us Prince, The Replacements and Herb 

Brooks. Those American treasures more than make up for the weather. 

Final score: 61 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Hockey atmosphere: 9 

Great building and Sharks fans bring the noise. Always a great 

atmosphere. 

Weather: 9 

It doesn’t rain here very often. You can do much worse than California 

when it comes to climate. 

Accessory activities: 6 

San Jose is pretty “blah,” but it’s only an hour from San Francisco. So 

there is that. 

Debauchery: 6 

There is some casino and bar fun to be had in northern California. 

Star power: 4 

A few years ago, sure. Not so much now. 

Getting there/transportation: 5 

Your best bet is flying direct to San Francisco and then driving to San 

Jose. But if you opt to fly into San Jose, the airport is very nice. 

Dining options: 7  

Pretty good scene in San Jose near the arena, not to mention the San 

Francisco presence. 

Hotel options: 7 

Stay at the San Jose Marriott if you don’t mind taking some money out of 

your life savings. Great place. 

Cost: 1 

This is a disgustingly expensive trip, probably the most expensive in the 

league when considering airfare, game tickets, hotel prices and rental 

cars. It’s pretty outrageous. 

Yinzer attendance: 7  

Always a pretty healthy turnout here. 

Yohe: It’s OK, but I’m just not a San Jose guy. It’s fine. I like the building. 

Not a great trip. I also am not a big San Francisco fan — I know many 

are — so that doesn’t help with my excitement level with this one. 

Rossi: Being the best stop on the NHL’s California swing doesn’t take 

much, apparently. 

Final score: 61 
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What we’re hearing about the Penguins’ expansion draft decisions and 

early offseason plans 

 

By Rob Rossi  

Jul 22, 2021  

 

When forward Brandon Tanev agreed to join the Penguins, he never 

could have predicted that a novel coronavirus would turn an intended 

long-term relationship into the hockey equivalent of an extended summer 

romance. Likewise, forward Jared McCann probably figured if the 

Penguins were going to trade him, they would have done so before his 

most productive NHL season. 

Tanev and McCann are good players. Penguins general manager Ron 

Hextall knew he would lose one to the worst of circumstances; he 

inherited a cap-strapped roster in a flat-capped NHL set for an expansion 

draft. So, how did he end up losing two? 

Intentionally, or so is the appearance. 

Why would a GM view as expendable two defensively reliable forwards 

who could play up and down the lineup and combined to score 21 goals 

last season? 

Only Hextall can answer that question. But given how often he used the 

phrase “cap issues” during interviews leading up to the trade of McCann 

and the exposure of Tanev, it’s possible that those decisions were 

always the likeliest start of the endgame for the Penguins as former GM 

Jim Rutherford had built them. After all, though Rutherford was not fired, 

Hextall wasn’t hired to maintain the status quo. 

Let’s examine Hextall’s recent moves to see if sense can be made of 

them, shall we? 

Cap impact 

Viewed in a vacuum, the cap gain of Tanev’s $3.5 million average annual 

value (AAV) might not be worth the loss of him to the Penguins as 

currently constructed. After all, it’s the heads of Pittsburgh’s new 

management, Hextall and hockey ops president Brian Burke, who have 

repeatedly stressed — in public — a need to add size, grit and tenacity to 

the lineup. 

Tanev was not towering in stature, but his style loomed large. At his best, 

Tanev was a hit-anything-that-moves, penalty-drawing pest to 

opponents. And he proved even more annoying because he could score 

goals. 

It is not a stretch to compare Tanev to Matthew Barnaby, who spent part 

of three seasons with the Penguins starting in the late 1990s. 

There was no salary cap back then, so the cost of paying a player such 

as Barnaby — arguably better than Tanev offensively but comparable in 

terms of being best suited for a bottom-six role — was only the 

willingness of ownership to increase its budget. 

Were there no cap, Penguins ownership likely would gladly provide the 

money necessary to keep a player such as Tanev. Then again, were 

there no cap, the likes of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang 

might have left for more fruitful financial hockey situations many years 

ago. 

The cap is flat at $81.5 million because of the pandemic. Most people 

around the league do not expect it to rise until owners are made whole 

from the revenue lost the past two seasons. That could take at least 

three seasons. 

Already cap-strapped by contracts inherited from Rutherford, Hextall had 

to decide how much value cap space itself held as an asset. The 

willingness to lose Tanev for nothing seems to confirm what Hextall’s 

trade of McCann suggested: Cap space matters a lot to this GM. 

Are the Penguins better at this very moment for having lost Tanev (and 

McCann) because of the expansion draft? Absolutely not. 

But without those players, Hextall is in possession of $6.44 million more 

in cap space than he had before the trade of McCann. Now nearly $7.5 

million below the cap going into the NHL Draft, Hextall is better 

positioned to make hockey trades, if not target some value players on the 

open market. For the right deal, Hextall could even consider sweetening 

a deal involving a current player — say, a trade of goalie Tristan Jarry or 

defenseman Marcus Pettersson — by eating a portion of the contract. 

Why would a GM who inherited a bad cap situation take on a cap hit for a 

current player to join another club? Well, if that’s what it takes to improve 

the Penguins for next season and beyond, Hextall might view it as a 

pain-for-gain scenario. 

He wouldn’t have been able to realistically consider such an option had 

he not been willing to lose a couple of players because of the expansion 

draft. An argument can be made that Hextall took the negative of losing 

something for nothing and turned it into a positive of capitalizing on a 

unique chance to improve the Penguins’ cap situation for the cost of only 

a couple of bottom-six forwards. 

This is a form of asset management. It just might go against how many 

others would have played the situation. 

Hextall was hired to make these types of decisions. His prizing of cap 

space over current players won’t be judged fairly until it’s revealed how 

he uses it. 

What’s next? 

Word around the league is that Hextall and Burke have successfully 

formed an air-tight seal around any information regarding their plans. For 

all we know, the Penguins could be planning to, say, introduce alternate 

uniforms that feature a polarizing logo, let alone have something more 

eye-popping planned for the remainder of this offseason. 

Some quick hits on information after talks with league sources: 

• Upgrading the goaltending position is a top priority. That does not 

guarantee that Jarry’s days are numbered, but it’s believed the Penguins 

are seeking a No. 1 goalie. If so, Jarry’s $3.5 million cap hit each of the 

next two seasons would appear to be a hindrance given the flat cap. The 

Penguins are not limiting their goaltending pursuits to the free-agent 

market. 

• Defenseman Cody Ceci would like to remain with the Penguins. 

However, it’s expected he could command around, if not slightly more 

than, $4 million on a multiseason deal as an unrestricted free agent. The 

Penguins have not ruled out bringing Ceci back, but management is 

hesitant to overcommit AAV and term while still trying to shed cap space 

for intended acquisitions. 

• Pettersson and winger Jason Zucker are thought to be available, and 

Hextall is expected to continue exploring moving one if not both this 

summer. Their cap hits — Zucker is at $5.5 million, with Pettersson at 

$4,025,175 — are problematic because Hextall intends to open contract 

talks with winger Bryan Rust and defenseman Letang early in August and 

would prefer to have established parameters of potential new deals for 

each going into next season. 

• Malkin is at his offseason home in South Florida. He’ll be rehabbing his 

surgically repaired right knee there. It remains too early in his recovery 

for the Penguins to have a firm timetable on how much of the regular 

season Malkin will miss. Given Malkin’s injury, talks between Hextall and 

Malkin’s camp on his next contract might be delayed when compared 

with the negotiations with the agents for Letang and Rust. Also, the 

Penguins and Malkin’s camp will be paying close attention to what 

Capitals winger Alex Ovechkin commands on his next contract, 

especially the term. (Ovechkin is slated to become an unrestricted free 

agent but is expected to re-sign with the Capitals.) 
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Penguins Open Schedule Oct. 12 at Tampa; Home Opener Oct. 16 vs. 

Chicago 

 

Published 10 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Shelly Anderson  

 

For those holdover players from the Pittsburgh Penguins’ most recent 

Stanley Cup title in 2017, they will have a pretty good idea about the 

flavor of the pregame ceremony at their season opener. That’s because 

the Penguins will open the 2021-22 season Tuesday Oct. 12 at Tampa 

Bay, where the Lightning are expected to raise their banner after winning 

the Cup this summer. 

That game will be part of an opening-night doubleheader on ESPN, with 

Seattle-Vegas as the nightcap — so the defending champs and the 

expansion club, with the Penguins and Vegas along for the ride. The 

NHL is returning to ESPN. 

The NHL released team schedules Thursday. 

Remember when the NHL set up the Penguins and the Chicago 

Blackhawks as rivals to help promote an outdoor game? Well, that rivalry 

will resurface Saturday Oct. 16 when Chicago visits PPG Paints Arena 

for the Penguins’ home opener. Fingers crossed, a full house will be 

allowed. 

The game against Chicago opens an eight-game homestand. 

More fingers crossed, this will be the first full 82-game season since 

2018-19. The next two seasons were truncated because of the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

The Penguins’ first game against the expansion Kraken will be Dec. 6 as 

part of a Western Canada trip. Seattle comes to Pittsburgh Jan. 27. 

The NHL has not reached agreement to allow players to participate in the 

2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing but have left open that option with a 

potential Olympic break Feb. 7-22. If NHL players don’t go to Beijing, the 

schedule will be revised. 

The All-Star weekend is scheduled for Feb. 4-5 in Las Vegas. 

After going with realigned geographic divisions for 2020-21 (where the 

Penguins won the East Division), the NHL will revert to the pre-pandemic 

conferences and divisions, with the Penguins playing in the Metropolitan. 

The Penguins will face each Metropolitan Division opponent four times 

(two home/two road), each Western Conference opponent twice (one 

home/one road), and each Atlantic Division opponent three times. 

However, the Penguins travel to Carolina just once, and host the New 

York Islanders just once. Plus, half the Atlantic Division teams come to 

Pittsburgh twice and half host the Penguins twice. The teams that 

Pittsburgh hosts twice are Buffalo, Detroit, Florida and Montreal. 

Although the “miniseries” model used during last season seemed to be 

popular, next season’s schedule reverts to a more normal format, without 

the two-game sets in the same city. 
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Hextall Explains McCann-Hallander Trade, Says Malkin Injury Affected 

Protected List 

 

Published 16 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

After the Pittsburgh Penguins tied off loose ends on Wednesday night by 

waving goodbye to Brandon Tanev, four days after dealing Jared 

McCann to Seattle (via Toronto unprotected list), GM Ron Hextall 

provided some interesting context and a few valuable nuggets for the 

Penguins coming offseason. 

Some of the details will make fans happy. Some…not so much. Based 

on body language, tone, and even the answers themselves, it surely 

does not seem like the Penguins GM has an ace up his sleeve. Those 

silly blockbusters that make you and I drool will likely remain on Xbox 

and not transfer into the real world. 

Hextall felt Seattle would snag McCann and shopped him around the 

league. 

“We set a price for Jared (McCann) where we would move him if we got 

the right price, and Toronto met that price,” Hextall said. “So we moved 

ahead with that deal. Part of it was knowing we’d lose another player and 

give us an opportunity to become cap compliant…” 

Before trading McCann and losing Tanev to the Seattle Kraken, Hextall 

projected the Penguins to be between $3-3.5 million over the salary cap. 

If you’re keeping score at home, that projects to about $1.8-$2.3 million 

for Penguins RFA Zach Aston-Reese. Almost exactly on our mark. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins cleared about $6.44 million by losing Tanev and 

McCann, which isn’t much money when the team needs to replace the 

pair, add a third-line RW and a right-side defenseman. 

Some in-house candidates will get a shot. 

“We do feel like we have enough candidates in-house that we feel like 

certainly, we can fill a number of the spots,” said Hextall. “But we will look 

outside and see what we can find, whether it’s through trades or free 

agency.” 

Cue the discussions on 2019 first-round pick Sam Poulin, Hallander, and 

even previously fringe players like Sam Lafferty and Anthony Angello. 

Lafferty, the most proven commodity of the group. He played 84 games 

over the past two seasons and scored 19 points (6-13-19). Bad penalties 

and no goals in 34 games last season firmly ensconced him in head 

coach Mike Sullivan’s doghouse. 

Poulin will turn pro this season, but the pandemic caused a hectic juniors 

season, and he sometimes played out of position for Val-d’Or of the 

QMJHL, so training camp and preseason could determine his NHL 

readiness. 

Just like 21-year-old Swedish prospect Filip Hallander, who was a 

Penguins 2018 second-round pick. Hextall wasn’t the GM when the 

Penguins selected Hallander, but now-assistant GM Patrick Allvin was 

scouting Europe. Hextall laid the future credit or blame on Allvin’s 

knowledge of the prospect. 

“He’s 21 years old, not 18 or 19. He’s somewhat of a seasoned player. 

So I would hope he comes into camp and pushes for a spot, but in the 

end, that’s going to be up to Filip,” Hextall said. “…You come from 

Europe to the smaller base, to a new culture. There’s a lot going on for 

young players. So sometimes they’re not ready. But certainly, I would 

hope at some point this year or certainly in training camp a year from 

now, I certainly hope he’s ready…” 

PHN was able to get the puck on that rebound and put the question to 

Hextall directly, as $6.44 million is not a lot of money with four pressing 

needs which need to be filled. Will Hextall be able to dip into free agency 

without moving move salary? 

“We can visit the free-agent market, but I don’t suspect there’s going to 

be a top player there that we can fit under the cap. You never know what 

happens, I guess, between now and then, but we’re going to do 

everything we can just to put the best team on the ice, whether it’s 

internal or bring in a player to and from from the outside,” Hextall said 

before offering a more likely scenario. “It’s really hard to say what the 

market’s going to be. And I suspect there will probably be players in 

August that aren’t signed. So we’ll just evaluate things on a day-to-day 

basis as we move along.” 

In other words, the Penguins won’t cannonball into free agency and sign 

a fourth-line grinder to a $3.5 million AAV contract. Expect Hextall to 

patiently wait his turn into August for players who fit both on the ice and 

the accounting ledger. 

Evgeni Malkin had knee surgery. The Penguins announced it in June, 

and he’ll miss the start of training camp. Hextall still doesn’t know his 

long-term prognosis or have a timetable for his return. And for everyone 

debating protecting Jeff Carter and Teddy Bleuger, Hextall admitted 

Malkin’s uncertain status played a significant role in that decision. 

“Geno’s doing well. In terms of an impact (on the protected list), it 

definitely had an impact. You know, there’s still some uncertainty with the 

beginning of the year,” admitted Hextall. “Therefore, when we looked at 

our center position, it’s the position where we lack the most depth–so we 

felt like it was important to protect that position, and therefore it had an 

impact on our list for sure.” 

The NHL will announce more trades on Thursday afternoon after the 

NHL lifts its roster freeze. Hextall didn’t indicate the Penguins were 

involved in any, though he wasn’t specifically asked, either. Rumors are 

swirling that Seattle has already traded Jared McCann, or Toronto 

offered additional compensation for Seattle to take McCann. 

The Penguins plodding and somber offseason will continue. The 

jawdropping trade or showstopping move sounded much less plausible 

after Hextall’s chat. Instead, he’s in for the long haul. 
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San Jose Sharks’ 2021-22 schedule contains a couple of quirks 

NHL: Sharks will only play the Vegas Golden Knights and Vancouver 

Canucks three times each this season 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 5:11 p.m. | 

UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 5:25 p.m. 

 

SAN JOSE — The NHL announced its regular-season schedule 

Thursday and as per usual, the Sharks will have a fair number of road 

games to start the year. 

After their season and home opener Oct. 16 vs. the Winnipeg Jets, the 

Sharks will play 10 of their first 16 games away from home, starting with 

a five-game, eight-day trip through Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Boston 

and Nashville. 

The Sharks also have a five-game, 10-day trip in November with stops in 

Calgary, Winnipeg, Colorado, Minnesota, and St. Louis. 

The Sharks’ first game with the expansion Seattle Kraken will be Dec. 14 

at home, and their first regular-season game at Climate Pledge Arena in 

Seattle will be Jan. 20. The Kraken are in the Pacific Division. 

The Sharks only have three games against the Vegas Golden Knights 

this season and only one at home — on April 10. The other two games 

are March 1 and April 24. 

Each NHL team this season will play four games against divisional 

opponents, and three games each against two other division foes. 

The Sharks also only play the Vancouver Canucks three times, in San 

Jose on Dec. 16 and 21 as part of a season-long seven-game 

homestand, and on the road April 9. Every NHL team will play in San 

Jose at least once this season as the league, as of now, has every team 

playing 82 games. 

The NHL has also included a schedule break in February to 

accommodate the NHL players’ potential participation in the 2022 Winter 

Olympics. If NHL players do not participate, the schedule will be 

adjusted. 

NHL All-Star Weekend in Las Vegas is slated for Feb. 4-5. 

The Sharks play games on back-to-back nights 12 times this year, 

including four times in the final three weeks of the season. 

The Sharks’ first game against the two-time defending Stanley Cup 

champion Tampa Bay Lightning will be Jan. 22 at home. 

Unless state or local health mandates change, the Sharks are 

anticipating having the ability to play before capacity crowds this season. 
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Sharks get one key remaining RFA under contract, still have others 

NHL: San Jose Sharks sign Rudolfs Balcers to a two-year, $3.1 million 

deal 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 12:43 p.m. | 

UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

SAN JOSE — The Sharks locked up one of their remaining restricted 

free agents, announcing on Thursday the re-signing of forward Rudolfs 

Balcers to a two-year contract. 

Balcers, 24, had 17 points in 41 games for the Sharks last season after 

the team claimed off of waivers in January. Balcers, a Sharks draft pick in 

2015, had been with the Ottawa Senators for two years after he was part 

of the blockbuster deal that brought Erik Karlsson to San Jose in 2018. 

Balcers was mostly used in a top-nine forward role in 2021 and averaged 

14:43 of ice time per game. His deal, according to a source, carries an 

average annual value of $1.55 million. 

“We were excited to bring Rudolfs back to our organization last season 

and he became an important part of our lineup in what was his first full 

NHL season,” Sharks general manager Doug Wilson said in a statement. 

“He showed that he is a versatile forward who can provide offense for our 

club as a Top-9 forward. We are happy to have him.” 

The Sharks also announced Thursday a one-year, two-way deal for 

forward Joachim Blichfeld, also a pending RFA. His deal is worth 

$750,000 at the NHL level, according to a source. 

The Sharks still have other RFA’s, including newly acquired goalie Adin 

Hill, forwards Noah Gregor and Ryan Donato, and defenseman Christian 

Jaros. 

NHL teams have until Monday to issue qualifying offers to restricted free 

agents to maintain retain their negotiating rights. 

Hill, who was acquired by the Sharks from Arizona last Saturday, stands 

to receive a significant raise from the $800,000 deal he had with the 

Coyotes this past season. For Donato, the Sharks would have to issue a 

$2.15 million qualifying offer to him to retain his rights. 

As of now, per CapFriendly, the Sharks have just under $7 million in 

space under the $81.5 million salary cap limit. 
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The NHL expansion draft is over. Now comes the hard part for Doug 

Wilson 

San Jose Sharks general manager needs to make all the right moves 

with NHL Draft, free agency on horizon 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: July 22, 2021 at 8:08 a.m. | 

UPDATED: July 22, 2021 at 8:12 a.m. 

 

SAN JOSE – Multiple Sharks players said at some point during or near 

the end of the season that they were not interested in being part of a 

rebuild. Sharks upper management, too, avoided using the dreaded ‘r’ 

word, choosing instead the more palatable ‘reset.’ 

“That’s not something we want to live through,” Sharks president 

Jonathan Becher said of a full rebuild. “It’d be hard for me to sell a three-

year season ticket plan to somebody and say, ‘and we plan not to be 

good for the next three to four years.’” 

If the Sharks hope to break out of their two-year malaise and chart on a 

winning course for next season and beyond, the process needs to kick 

into high gear in the next week. 

With the expansion draft in the rear-view mirror, the Sharks begin a 

weeklong — and perhaps transformative — period that includes the NHL 

Draft, the end of the first contract buyout window, and the start of free 

agency. Also, as of today, any NHL team – not just the Seattle Kraken – 

can resume making trades. 

Simply put, this is the most critical part of the offseason for the Sharks 

and general manager Doug Wilson. And he and his staff know they have 

to get it right after missing the playoffs the last two seasons. 

For complete Sharks coverage 

“Historically anytime where we’ve fallen down, skinned our knees, and 

not had a year that met up to our standards, we bounced back because 

of the work that was done by everybody from the end of that season to 

the next training camp,” Wilson said. “So there’s a lot of work to be done 

by everybody in our organization.” 

“(Wilson) has never been shy about examining all possibilities and being 

aggressive,” TSN hockey analyst Craig Button told this news 

organization in an interview. 

“When I look at his past history and the mentality that he has that we’re 

going to be competitive, and I look at the division — which I think is really 

important — depending on what else they do, yes, absolutely based on 

the division, they have a chance to make the playoffs.” 

Friday will mark the first day of the NHL Draft, in which the Sharks have 

the No. 7 pick, their highest since 2003 when they drafted Milan Michalek 

sixth overall. 

While no one player will be able to turn the Sharks’ fortunes around 

overnight, the Sharks need to find someone who can contribute within 

the next two or three seasons. This year’s draft is felt to be deep through 

the first 10 or so picks. 

“We know we’re going to get a difference-maker in the top seven,” Wilson 

said. 

Next Tuesday will be the last day of the NHL’s first buyout period, and 

there’s reason to suspect the Sharks will buy out the remaining three 

years of goalie Martin Jones’ contract. 

Jones has mostly struggled each of the last three seasons, posting a 

.896 save percentage each year. With Hill is now in the fold, it may not 

make financial sense to keep Jones, whose contract carries a $5.75 

million hit until the 2023-24 season. 

A buyout would spread out two-thirds of Jones’ remaining cap hit over six 

years. Jones’ cap hit would be reduced to just over $1.9 million next 

season, $2.41 million the following year, and $2.91 million in 2023-2024. 

From 2024 to 2027, Jones’ cap hit would be $1.66 million. 

“It’s clear that with the acquisition of Adin Hill, the confidence in Martin 

Jones to deliver the goaltending necessary for this team to compete for 

the playoffs has pretty much vanished,” Button said. 

The newfound cap space, should a Jones buyout take place, would likely 

go to another goalie that would work in tandem with Hill. The NHL free 

agency period begins July 28 and there could be plenty of quality goalies 

available, including Frederik Andersen, Linus Ullmark, Jaroslav Halak, or 

Petr Mrázek. 

“We’re still exploring our goaltending situation, and we haven’t made any 

decisions at this point. We will have to in due time,” Wilson said. “There’s 

no doubt that we will continue to look at our goaltending and our situation 

and make those choices in the next week or so.” 

Wilson reiterated that the Sharks could be in the market for a couple of 

forwards, with one likely to be a centerman who can fit into the middle-

six. 

The Sharks as of now, per CapFriendly, have about $9.275 million in cap 

space and a buyout of Jones would free up another $3.8 million for next 

season. However, the Sharks may need to make another move to free up 

more space and get the type of personnel they want. 

“We’re looking at a couple of forwards that can play in, as we say, the 

men’s role,” Wilson said. “Sometimes last year we put some kids in some 

roles that was probably a little bit much for them, but that was part of the 

reset and replenish. 

“We’re looking to add some players that I think can take our competitive 

level to the next level and also allow younger players to flourish, playing 

with some veteran guys. We’ll be able to add some pieces. We continue 

to have discussions and look into that.” 

Asked Wednesday how good they feel the Kraken can be this season, 

Wilson, Sharks’ director of scouting Doug Wilson Jr. and assistant 

general manager Tim Burke all felt Seattle has so far made some 

positive moves. 

“I think they’ll be pretty good,” Burke said. “I don’t think they’re done yet. I 

think they’re still going to make some moves that’ll probably show up in 

the next couple of days, so I think they did a good job.” 

“They might not have chosen the highest names out there, but of the 

players that they drafted that we know personally, they’re going to be a 

heart-and-soul, hard to play against team,” Wilson Jr. said. 

It stands to reason, then, that while the Kraken might not be as good as 

the Vegas Golden Knights were in year one, they’ll still be a team the 

Sharks will have to contend with for a playoff spot in the Pacific Division. 

Now it’s up to the Sharks front office to make sure the team is in a 

position to succeed. 

Doug Wilson gets his goalie in Adin Hill. What does that mean for Martin 

Jones? 

“Everything that we do, has to me, be done well to get us back to where 

we want to start off and have a really successful season,” Wilson said. 

“We believe in our people, not just our players, but our staff, and we’re 

looking forward to that challenge and opportunity.” 

“I don’t see any reason why, with some good, sharp moves — and Doug 

has shown that he can make them — that (the Sharks) can’t compete for 

a playoff spot,” Button said. “I’m going to be in a wait-and-see mode, but 

(Wilson) made a key move. He improved the goaltending, which has let 

them down the last couple of seasons.” 
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Sharks' 2021-22 schedule: Open vs. Jets, close vs. Kraken 

 

BY BRIAN WITT 

 

The Sharks believe they can end their two-year playoff drought, and now 

we know the path they must take to do so. 

The 2021-22 NHL season schedule was released Thursday, marking a 

return to normalcy for the league. Coming off a shortened season that 

featured temporary divisional realignment in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the NHL will return to an 82-game regular season in 2021-22, 

with the division alignment returning to its pre-pandemic structure. 

Here is the Sharks' complete schedule for the 2021-22 season: 

Here’s the #SJSharks schedule      pic.twitter.com/7GA3A1BTht— 

Brodie Brazil (@BrodieNBCS) July 22, 2021 

The Sharks will begin the 2021-22 season at home against the Winnipeg 

Jets on Oct. 16, and conclude the campaign on the road against the 

expansion Seattle Kraken on April 29. 

San Jose will play four games against five of their Pacific Division 

opponents -- Calgary Flames, Anaheim Ducks, Edmonton Oilers, Los 

Angeles Kings and the Kraken -- throughout the season, and three 

games against the other two -- Vegas Golden Knights and Vancouver 

Canucks. The Sharks will face the other eight Western Conference 

teams three times each, and every Eastern Conference team twice. 

The Sharks' first-ever matchup with the Kraken will take place at SAP 

Center on Dec 14. San Jose will make its first visit to Climate Pledge 

Arena on Jan. 20. 

The Sharks have never missed the playoffs three seasons in a row 

throughout the franchise's entire existence. Now they know the road they 

must navigate to avoid that fate. 
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2021 NHL entry draft: What Flyers fans need to know ahead of draft 

 

BY BRYAN MURPHY 

 

FLYERS 

The future stars of the NHL are about to soon find out which jersey they 

will pull on first. 

The 2021 NHL entry draft is just one day away and the hockey careers 

for a number of young men are about to completely change. Some 

prospects are NHL ready while others will take some time to develop.  

Regardless, all 32 teams are about to stock up on young talent.  

Here is everything you need to know for the NHL entry draft.  

When is the 2021 NHL entry draft? 

The NHL draft will take place over the span of two days from Friday, July 

23, to Saturday, July 24. The first rounds will be on Friday, while the 

remaining six rounds will be on Saturday. The entire draft will be 

conducted remotely again this year from Secaucus, N.J. The first round 

draft show will take place at 8 p.m. on ESPN2. The second day of draft 

selections will air live, starting at 11 a.m. on NHL Network.  

Who will be selected with the No. 1 pick in the draft? 

For a while, there was no clear-cut No. 1 pick like there was in last year’s 

draft with Alexis Lafrenière. However, as we have gotten closer to the 

draft, it is becoming more and more likely that the first pick will be Owen 

Power.  

The defenseman out of the University of Michigan is expected to be 

selected by the Buffalo Sabres, but there is a chance he doesn’t go 

straight to the show. Powers, who had 16 points in 26 games in his 

freshman year at Michigan, has stated he will have conversations with 

the Sabres but is “leaning” toward returning to Michigan. He would be the 

first No. 1 pick to come through the collegiate ranks since Rick DiPietro, 

who was selected first by the New York Islanders in 2000. 

Regardless of whether his arrival in Buffalo is delayed or not, the Sabres 

are getting a big, smooth-skating defensemen who has a ton of potential. 

An extra year at the collegiate level may be more beneficial for Power in 

the long run, giving him an extra year of development before jumping in 

the pros. It’s worked for others like Cale Makar, who after spending two 

years at UMass, has turned into one of the top blueliners in the league. 

Who are the top North American prospects in the 2021 draft class? 

Two of Power’s fellow Wolverines, Kent Johnson and Matthew Beniers, 

are top prospects in this draft and could be off the board after the top 10 

picks. Johnson has excellent hands with a keen eye for finding his 

teammates and reading plays while Beniers is perhaps the best 

defensive forward in the draft class.  

The USNTDP’s Luke Hughes, the brother of NHLers Quinn and Jack 

Hughes, is another name to watch and there’s a possibility a reunion with 

one of his brothers is on the table, with the No. 4 pick belonging to Jack’s 

New Jersey Devils and the No. 9 pick being held by Quinn’s Vancouver 

Canucks. Luke is bigger than his brothers and is as smooth a skater for a 

defenseman as you’ll find.  

Among the other top North American prospects are Mason McTavish, 

Dylan Guenther and Brandt Clarke. McTavish was playing for the 

Peterborough Petes of the OHL, but with the league canceling its 

season, the centerman was loaned to the Swiss League. He stood out at 

the World Juniors for Canada with 11 points in seven games.  

Guenther averaged over one point per game in two seasons with the 

WHL’s Edmonton Oil Kings as a winger. He’s a pure goal scorer 

showcased by his elite shot.  

Clarke is a high-IQ, puck-moving defenseman who isn’t afraid to jump 

into the play. Another victim of the OHL season getting canceled, Clarke 

went from the Barrie Colts to play in Slovakia, but it was his point-per-

game performance at the World Juniors that stood out.  

Sebastian Cossa of the WHL’s Edmonton Oil Kings is the top-ranked 

North American goaltender and is considered to be the 1B to Jesper 

Wallstedt. His 6-foot-6 stature stands out, but perhaps not as much as 

his stats -- 17-1-1 this season with the Oil Kings, with a 1.57 GAA, .941 

SV% and four shutouts.  

Who are the top international prospects in the 2021 draft class? 

Looking at the international prospects, Simon Edvinsson, William Eklund 

and Aatu Raty are names who should be taken early in the draft. 

Edvinsson of the SHL’s Frölunda HC, the same program that produced 

Rasmus Dahlin, is the top European defensive prospect. The smooth-

skater and lanky defenseman brings a solid all-around offensive game to 

the blue line.  

Eklund comes from Djurgårdens IF of the SHL and is considered the top 

international prospect. He plays well in all three zones with a high hockey 

IQ.  

Raty was at one point considered a candidate to be taken No. 1 overall 

but his draft stock has dropped the last few seasons and he could be a 

high-risk, high-reward selection. Playing for Kärpät in Finland’s Liiga last 

season, he managed just six points in 35 games, hence why his stock 

plummeted. There’a chance it was a fluke year and he’ll bounce back to 

be the top prospect he was once, but it’s a risky situation. 

Jesper Wallstedt of the SHL’s Luleå HF is regarded as the top goalie in 

the draft and will be the first Swedish goaltender ever to be selected in 

the first round, barring some massive slide into Round 2. His positioning 

and ability to cut down angles is his strength, as well as his ability to track 

pucks.  

Who could the Flyers take in the first round? 

The Philadelphia Flyers have the No. 13 overall selection in this year’s 

draft, and there has been quite the buzz about them possibly moving that 

pick in a trade. Matt Dumba had been a name that was thrown around, 

but with the Minnesota Wild’s buyout of Ryan Suter, they’re more than 

likely keeping Dumba. If they keep the pick, some potential targets who 

could be on the board are Chaz Lucius, Carson Lambos and Zachary 

L’Heureux. 
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2021 NHL Entry Draft: Everything Sharks fans to know ahead of draft 

 

BY BRYAN MURPHY 

 

The future stars of the NHL are about to soon find out which jersey they 

will pull on first. 

The 2021 NHL Entry Draft is just one day away and the hockey careers 

for a number of young men are about to completely change. Some 

prospects are NHL ready while others will take some time to develop.  

Regardless, all 31 teams are about to stock up on young talent.  

Here is everything you need to know for the NHL Entry Draft.  

When is the 2021 NHL Entry Draft? 

The NHL draft will take place over the span of two days from Friday, July 

23, to Saturday, July 24. The first rounds will be on Friday, while the 

remaining six rounds will be on Saturday. The entire draft will be 

conducted remotely again this year from Secaucus, N.J. The first round 

draft show will take place at 8 p.m. on ESPN2. The second day of draft 

selections will air live, starting at 11 a.m. on NHL Network.  

Who will be selected with the No. 1 pick in the draft? 

For a while, there was no clear-cut No. 1 pick like there was in last year’s 

draft with Alexis Lafrenière. However, as we have gotten closer to the 

draft, it is becoming more and more likely that the first pick will be Owen 

Power.  

The defenseman out of the University of Michigan is expected to be 

selected by the Buffalo Sabres, but there is a chance he doesn’t go 

straight to the show. Powers, who had 16 points in 26 games in his 

freshman year at Michigan, has stated he will have conversations with 

the Sabres but is “leaning” toward returning to Michigan. He would be the 

first No. 1 pick to come through the collegiate ranks since Rick DiPietro, 

who was selected first by the New York Islanders in 2000. 

Regardless of whether his arrival in Buffalo is delayed or not, the Sabres 

are getting a big, smooth-skating defensemen who has a ton of potential. 

An extra year at the collegiate level may be more beneficial for Power in 

the long run, giving him an extra year of development before jumping in 

the pros. It’s worked for others like Cale Makar, who after spending two 

years at UMass, has turned into one of the top blueliners in the league. 

Who are the top North American prospects in the 2021 draft class? 

Two of Power’s fellow Wolverines, Kent Johnson and Matthew Beniers, 

are top prospects in this draft and could be off the board after the top 10 

picks. Johnson has excellent hands with a keen eye for finding his 

teammates and reading plays while Beniers is perhaps the best 

defensive forward in the draft class.  

The USNTDP’s Luke Hughes, the brother of NHLers Quinn and Jack 

Hughes, is another name to watch and there’s a possibility a reunion with 

one of his brothers is on the table, with the No. 4 pick belonging to Jack’s 

New Jersey Devils and the No. 9 pick being held by Quinn’s Vancouver 

Canucks. Luke is bigger than his brothers and is as smooth a skater for a 

defenseman as you’ll find.  

Among the other top North American prospects are Mason McTavish, 

Dylan Guenther and Brandt Clarke. McTavish was playing for the 

Peterborough Petes of the OHL, but with the league canceling its 

season, the centerman was loaned to the Swiss League. He stood out at 

the World Juniors for Canada with 11 points in seven games.  

Guenther averaged over one point per game in two seasons with the 

WHL’s Edmonton Oil Kings as a winger. He’s a pure goal scorer 

showcased by his elite shot.  

Clarke is a high-IQ, puck-moving defenseman who isn’t afraid to jump 

into the play. Another victim of the OHL season getting canceled, Clarke 

went from the Barrie Colts to play in Slovakia, but it was his point-per-

game performance at the World Juniors that stood out.  

Sebastian Cossa of the WHL’s Edmonton Oil Kings is the top-ranked 

North American goaltender and is considered to be the 1B to Jesper 

Wallstedt. His 6-foot-6 stature stands out, but perhaps not as much as 

his stats -- 17-1-1 this season with the Oil Kings, with a 1.57 GAA, .941 

SV% and four shutouts.  

Who are the top international prospects in the 2021 draft class? 

Looking at the international prospects, Simon Edvinsson, William Eklund 

and Aatu Raty are names who should be taken early in the draft. 

Edvinsson of the SHL’s Frölunda HC, the same program that produced 

Rasmus Dahlin, is the top European defensive prospect. The smooth-

skater and lanky defenseman brings a solid all-around offensive game to 

the blue line.  

Eklund comes from Djurgårdens IF of the SHL and is considered the top 

international prospect. He plays well in all three zones with a high hockey 

IQ.  

Raty was at one point considered a candidate to be taken No. 1 overall 

but his draft stock has dropped the last few seasons and he could be a 

high-risk, high-reward selection. Playing for Kärpät in Finland’s Liiga last 

season, he managed just six points in 35 games, hence why his stock 

plummeted. There’a chance it was a fluke year and he’ll bounce back to 

be the top prospect he was once, but it’s a risky situation. 

Jesper Wallstedt of the SHL’s Luleå HF is regarded as the top goalie in 

the draft and will be the first Swedish goaltender ever to be selected in 

the first round, barring some massive slide into Round 2. His positioning 

and ability to cut down angles is his strength, as well as his ability to track 

pucks.  

Who could the Sharks take in the first round? 

Missing the playoffs means the San Jose Sharks were able to get a top-

10 pick. Mock drafts have the Sharks taking a center with the No. 7 pick, 

which means look for Doug Wilson to target one of Johnson, Eklund or 

McTavish. 
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Sharks remain undecided on Jones, future at goalie 

 

BY ALEX DIDION 

 

The Sharks left longtime goalie Martin Jones unprotected in the Seattle 

Kraken Expansion Draft this week, but the 31-year-old unsurprisingly 

went unselected by the NHL's newest franchise. Sharks general manager 

Doug Wilson told reporters following Wednesday night's announcement 

that the team hasn't made any firm decisions on Jones' future with San 

Jose or any other potential additions to the position this offseason. 

"We're still exploring our goaltending situation, we haven't made any 

decisions at this point," Wilson told reporters Wednesday night. "We will 

have to in due time, we certainly went out and added Adin Hill, and he 

was a focus for us because of the type of goalie he is, the age group, 

where we think he's going, and his style of play. 

"But there's no doubt that we will continue to look at our goaltending and 

our situation and make those choices in the next week or so." 

Hill was acquired just hours before the NHL's deadline to set rosters and 

deliver protected player lists for the Kraken's Expansion Draft. The 

Sharks sent young netminder Josef Korenar and a 2022 second-round 

draft pick to the Arizona Coyotes in exchange for Hill and a 2022 

seventh-round selection. 

Jones came under some scrutiny in 2021, as his save percentage once 

again ended up at .896 for the third consecutive year, and Jones' goals 

against average also was a career-high 3.28. 

Hill was solid for the Coyotes in limited action last season, posting a .918 

save percentage over 19 appearances, the most games he has played in 

over a single season in his brief career. In his availability following the 

trade for Hill, Wilson cited his age and size (6-foot-6) as major factors for 

going after the goalie. 

Jones has three full seasons remaining on his six-year, $34.5 million 

contract, and the Sharks likely wouldn't have any takers for a potential 

trade unless they sweetened the deal with a draft pick. 

The Sharks also have 23-year-old Alexei Melnichuk, who saw limited 

time in goal at the NHL level in 2021. Melnichuk saved just 86.4 of the 

shots against him, and allowed 5.05 goals per game, albeit in a three-

game sample size. 

Holding eight total selections, the Sharks also could address the position 

in Friday's entry draft. 

Wilson didn't exactly provide much faith in Jones from his comments 

Wednesday, and it remains to be seen whether the Sharks will try to buy 

him out and move on or see if he can recapture the form San Jose saw 

during his first three seasons with the team, in which he was a top-eight 

finisher in Vezina trophy voting. 
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Kraken shouldn't be threat to Sharks' playoff chances 

 

BY BRIAN WITT 

 

The Sharks have made it clear that they believe they can get back to the 

playoffs next season, and arguably the best thing they have going for 

them is the division within which they reside. After spending last season 

in an extremely top-heavy (and now nonexistent) West Division due to 

temporary realignment, San Jose will be back in the Pacific Division for 

2021-22, and it projects to be a much less daunting group. 

Gone to the Central Division are the Colorado Avalanche, Minnesota 

Wild, St. Louis Blues and Arizona Coyotes. Joining the Pacific -- and in 

most cases re-joining -- are the Calgary Flames, Edmonton Oilers, 

Vancouver Canucks and the expansion Seattle Kraken. The Anaheim 

Ducks, Los Angeles Kings and Vegas Golden Knights also will remain 

the Sharks' divisional foes in the Pacific. 

Of the eight Pacific Division teams, only the Golden Knights and Oilers 

made the playoffs last season. And as things currently stand, Vegas is 

the overwhelming favorite in the Pacific, with not a whole lot separating 

the other teams. Really, the Pacific projects to be the worst division in the 

league next season. And if the Sharks' stated intentions are in fact true, 

that's great news for them. 

The 2021 NHL Entry Draft is just days away, and free agency will open 

up in a week. Obviously, there's bound to be considerable changes to the 

rosters of every Pacific Division team, but after Wednesday's Expansion 

Draft, we have a pretty good idea of what the inaugural Kraken roster will 

look like. And frankly, the Sharks probably aren't all that intimidated by 

the newest member of the league. 

Seattle's roster is headlined by veteran defensemen Mark Giordano and 

Adam Larsson, whom they plucked from the Flames and Oilers, 

respectively. Upfront, the Kraken added two notable forwards in Jordan 

Eberle and former Sharks winger Joonas Donskoi, who combined for 33 

goals and 64 points last season. In net, it looks like former Florida 

Panthers goalie Chris Driedger primarily will man the pipes for Seattle, 

who had strong numbers in a backup role last season but has only 38 

games of NHL experience under his belt. 

Generally speaking, the Kraken opted for cheap, young players in the 

Expansion Draft, and the result is the foundation of a roster that, on 

paper, probably isn't a serious playoff contender. Granted, they can still 

strengthen the inaugural roster through trades and free agency, but 

barring a major move, nothing is going to move the needle all that much. 

So, if the Sharks miss the playoffs, it probably won't be because of the 

Kraken. At least not right now. 

At least three and no more than five Pacific Division teams will make the 

playoffs next season. You might as well etch the Golden Knights' name in 

stone in first place. Beyond them -- and it's a steep drop -- the Oilers 

probably have the best roster, and probably should be penciled into 

second. 

After that, though, it's anyone's guess. If you're wondering why the 

Sharks might believe they can end their two-year playoff drought, look no 

further than the division. 
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Sharks Re-Sign Balcers, Blichfeld 

 

By Sheng Peng  

 

The San Jose Sharks have re-signed Rudolfs Balcers to a two-year 

contract. 

The 24-year-old was a pleasant surprise for the San Jose Sharks this 

season, scoring 17 points in 41 games. 

According to Kevin Kurz, the RFA’s pact comes with a $1.55 million 

dollar annual cap hit. 

“We were excited to bring Rudolfs back to our organization last season 

and he became an important part of our lineup in what was his first full 

NHL season,” GM Doug Wilson said in a press release. “He showed that 

he is a versatile forward who can provide offense for our club as a Top-9 

forward. We are happy to have him.” 

Balcers started the season with the Ottawa Senators organization, but he 

was waived in training camp. The San Jose Sharks, who drafted Balcers 

in fifth round of the 2015 Draft, were quick to claim their one-time 

prospect, and Balcers didn’t disappoint, playing his way onto the club’s 

expansion draft protected list. 

Balcers’s two-year, $3.1 million dollar contract is in line with San Jose 

Hockey Now’s $1.5 mil AAV prediction in April: 

Quick Thoughts: What Will Free Agents Balcers, Barabanov Cost 

Sharks? 

The San Jose Sharks also announced the re-signing of RFA Joachim 

Blichfeld for one year. 

The 23-year-old winger scored his first NHL goal this season, while 

notching 12 in just 25 AHL games with the San Jose Barracuda. 

“Joachim was a top player in the American Hockey League last season, 

leading the Barracuda in goals and points,” Wilson said in a press 

release. “He has shown over his career that he is a goal-scorer at each 

level, and with the experience, he has gained in his short time at the NHL 

level, we feel that he is ready to compete for a spot in our lineup next 

season.” 

According to Curtis Pashelka, Blichfeld’s contract is a two-way contract 

for $750,000 in the NHL, $85,000 in the AHL. 

The Sharks drafted Blichfeld in the seventh round of the 2016 NHL Draft. 
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Defense, offense or a mix of both? Who the Kraken might pick in the 

NHL entry draft 

 

By Geoff Baker  

 

One draft is done, and a more traditional one is upcoming Friday for a 

Kraken team insisting the NHL players it has already taken won’t impact 

those amateur ones still to be selected. 

With 30 NHL players chosen Wednesday by the Kraken in the expansion 

draft, the upcoming entry draft of amateur prospects sees general 

manager Ron Francis and his crew picking No. 2 overall in Friday’s 5 

p.m. opening round and third in each of the next six rounds starting at 8 

a.m. Saturday. Kraken amateur scouting director Robert Kron said the 

influx of defensive-oriented players chosen from NHL teams in the 

expansion draft has little bearing on amateur prospects the club will 

target. 

“I don’t think it affects us at all going into the amateur draft,’’ Kron said. “I 

don’t think it makes any difference as to what we’re going to do.’’ 

Most draft pundits feel the Kraken’s first-round decision effectively comes 

down to two players — consensus No. 1 overall pick Owen Power, a 

defenseman from the University of Michigan, and his teammate, center 

Matthew Beniers. 

Assuming the Buffalo Sabres grab Power at No. 1, that appears to leave 

the Kraken with two-way centerman Beniers, 18. He’s a player cut largely 

from the same cloth as Francis, who performed at both ends of the ice 

offensively and defensively during his Hall of Fame NHL career. 

“I think it would be a lot of fun to play for a new organization and a new 

team,’’ Beniers told reporters last month in a conference call with draft 

prospects arranged by the league. “I think that would be really cool 

especially because I’m sure the city’s probably real excited to have a 

hockey team.’’ 

Beniers said he’s “pretty close’’ to being ready for the NHL, having 

played for Team USA at the recent IIHF World Championships against 

professional players. 

Considering the dearth of top-flight centers in the expansion draft, the 

Kraken could help itself grabbing one who projects to be in the NHL 

within a year or two. And if the Sabres confound the experts and go with 

Beniers, then Power falls to Francis, who has said he’ll take the best guy 

available. 

Then again, the Kraken confounded prognosticators in Wednesday’s 

expansion draft, bypassing several players deemed more likely to be 

picked than those Francis and his analytics-assisted staffers chose. 

Not everyone agrees Beniers is as much a lock at No. 2 as Power seems 

at No. 1. Some feel a third Michigan player, center Kent Johnson, 18, has 

a higher talent ceiling, though the incoming college sophomore might not 

be as NHL-ready and projects more as a future winger. 

Johnson told reporters last month that while he’s expected to play 

another season at Michigan, he feels “confident’’ his NHL arrival can 

happen sooner.   

Another X-factor in the Kraken’s decision is the lack of playing time for 

several projected top-10 prospects, some of whom battled injury while 

others were limited by COVID-19 restrictions on schedules. 

For instance, the Kraken had interest in Chaz Lucius, 18, the U.S. 

National Development Team forward who underwent arthroscopic 

surgery for a bone lesion on his left knee last year and only returned for 

13 games this season. He did score 13 goals and added seven assists, 

enough to keep him No. 12 on NHL Central Scouting’s final draft 

rankings — but not the top five where the Kraken’s brass already knew 

they’d be picking from depending on June’s draft lottery results. 

Then, there’s the pandemic-fueled cancellation of the Ontario Hockey 

League (OHL) schedule, forcing forward Brandt Clark, 18, to play 

overseas with a Slovakian pro team. Clark played well in limited action 

there against more physically developed adult players, but gauging that 

compared to the busier OHL schedule has increased debate about where 

in the top 10 he belongs. 

“The lack of playing time was the same for everyone,’’ Kron said. “It’s not 

ideal. Ideally, you would like to see more. But it is what it is. We have 

what we have. We utilized our video quite a bit and I think we got enough 

information to make a good decision, and we feel good about it. 

“Once we knew where we were going to be picking, that really kind of 

accelerated our approach to things and solidified who we were going to 

be taking.’’ 

Towering Swedish defenseman Simon Edvinsson, 18, was another 

potential top-five prospect that bounced between junior and pro leagues 

in his native country after COVID-19 scheduling cancellations. Edvinsson 

feels the pro time caused him to not miss a beat. 

Unlike Lucius, Edvinsson made it to the IIHF World Under-18 

championships in Texas this spring, giving Francis and Kraken scouts 

opportunity to gauge him firsthand playing for bronze-medalist Team 

Sweden. 

The Kraken has a Swedish-bent to its overseas scouting staff, with 

former Philadelphia Flyers stalwart Pelle Eklund and countryman Marcus 

Fingal based there. Also, Sasu Hovi hails from adjacent Finland, so he’s 

intricately familiar with Scandinavian hockey. 

U.S. development team defenseman Luke Hughes, 18, is another 

outside Kraken possibility. The younger brother of former No. 1 overall 

pick Jack Hughes of the New Jersey Devils and defenseman Quinn 

Hughes of the Vancouver Canucks also missed time last season due to 

March surgery on a lacerated foot tendon cut by a skate blade. The injury 

caused him to tumble from a top-two spot on several draft boards. 

“I feel really good, I’m almost 100% — just trying to get my timing and 

stuff back,’’ Hughes said of where his recovery progress had reached as 

of a month ago. 

The Devils pick fourth overall, and there’s a strong chance Hughes could 

be reunited with his brother Jack. 

Kron said the Kraken still had about five players it was making final calls 

on entering this week. 

“It’s more like a review,’’ he said. “We had a final Zoom meeting last 

week, and then this week the (scouting) guys are in town and it’s the first 

time they’re seeing one another or meeting an actual person, so it’s more 

of that. And then, it’s double checking: Are we sure? But it’s late in the 

game, so the body of work is in.’’ 

Not just for Friday’s opening round, but more the next six to come — 

where the selection will be far more wide open. Either way, come 

Saturday afternoon, the present and future of the Kraken will have vastly 

taken shape. 
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Check out the Kraken’s inaugural NHL schedule, including when it opens 

at Climate Pledge Arena 

 

By Geoff Baker  

 

At least the Kraken should be well broken-in and traveled as a team by 

the time it finally takes the ice for its Oct. 23 home opener against the 

Vancouver Canucks at Climate Pledge Arena. 

The team’s schedule, released Thursday by the NHL, has the Kraken 

opening with five road games in eight nights that takes it to the East 

Coast and back. Its very first game, as announced by the league at 

Wednesday’s expansion draft, is Oct. 12 in Vegas against the Golden 

Knights as the second half of an opening night doubleheader that starts 

in Tampa Bay with the Lightning raising its third championship banner 

ahead of playing the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

For the Kraken, its debut will be the first of five road games played cross-

country from Vegas, to Nashville, then Columbus, Philadelphia and New 

Jersey before venturing back home with a few days’ rest before the 

Canucks home opener. It won’t take long for Seattle fans to catch an 

“Original Six” team as the Stanley Cup finalist Montreal Canadiens and 

goaltender Carey Price are set to visit Climate Pledge three nights later 

Oct. 26, followed by the Minnesota Wild and New York Rangers visiting 

that homestand. 

Game times and broadcast schedules have yet to be announced. 

The Kraken’s opening road swing isn’t nearly as bad as the New York 

Islanders, also hit by delays in opening their new UBS Arena on Long 

Island. The Islanders play 13 consecutive road games before finally 

opening at home Nov. 20 against Calgary. 

The Kraken visits the champion Lightning on Nov. 26, and Tampa Bay 

travels here March 16. 

The team’s first regular season concludes April 29 at home against San 

Jose. 

It’s not yet clear whether the NHL will participate in the upcoming Winter 

Olympics in Beijing due to ongoing health and safety talks in light of 

COVID-19, so there’s a Feb. 7-22 break inserted in the schedule. The 

NHL says it will issue a revised schedule with as little disruption to this 

one as possible in the event it does not participate in the Games. 

With two balanced conferences of 16 teams, the format changes slightly 

from pre-COVID-19 campaigns. Each team will play either three or four 

games against the seven other teams in its own division, three games 

against the eight teams in the other division in its conference and two 

apiece versus the 16 squads in the opposite conference. 
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NHL roster freeze lifts, flat cap prompts money-saving moves 

 

By STEPHEN WHYNO 

 

Carolina traded its playoff starting goaltender to Detroit to avoid 

arbitration. Philadelphia sent a high draft pick to Arizona to take on a 

pricey defenseman. The New York Rangers gave a back-to-back Stanley 

Cup winner a contract reigning champion Tampa Bay never could have 

afforded. 

The moves made Thursday when the NHL’s roster freeze for the Seattle 

expansion draft lifted were all consequences of the salary cap remaining 

flat at $81.5 million because of pandemic-related revenue losses. 

“It’s a tough environment out there right now,” Flyers general manager 

Chuck Fletcher said. “It’s tough to move money.” 

The Hurricanes dealt rookie goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to the Red Wings for 

the No. 94 pick in the draft this weekend and the rights to pending free 

agent netminder Jonathan Bernier. Detroit signed Nedeljkovic to a $6 

million, two-year contract — just under what the 25-year-old might have 

been awarded in an arbitration hearing. 

“It’s very, very valuable to have cap space,” Red Wings general manager 

Steve Yzerman said. “Cap space gives you the opportunity to do things 

and go in a lot of different directions, whether it’s make trades to simply 

improve your team, sign free agents, or in this era bring on players and 

get assets from teams that need to create cap space.” 

Nedeljkovic, who had a 2.01 goals-against average and .928 save 

percentage last season, gives the rebuilding Red Wings the young 

presence in goal they’ve been looking for. The Hurricanes can turn their 

attention to re-signing Petr Mrazek or finding help elsewhere. 

ADVERTISING 

The Flyers can now go free agent shopping when the market opens next 

Wednesday after paying the price of 2022 second- and seventh-round 

picks to dump defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere and his contract with 

the Coyotes. He counts $4.5 million against the cap for the next two 

seasons, which doesn’t work for Philadelphia after acquiring top-pairing 

defender Ryan Ellis from Nashville. 

“Our reality was pretty simple,” Fletcher said. “We made the move we 

had to make.” 

Gostisbehere, 28, could turn into a useful asset for the Coyotes either at 

the 2021 or 2022 trade deadline. GM Bill Armstrong said Gostisbehere 

“will be a solid addition to our blueline this season and will be a key 

power-play player for us.” 

Forward Barclay Goodrow was a key penalty killer and grinder for Tampa 

Bay, playing a crucial role in winning back-to-back championships. The 

cap-strapped Lightning last weekend traded his rights to the Rangers, 

who on Thursday agreed to terms with Goodrow on a $21.6 million, six-

year deal. 

Among other moves, the Seattle Kraken traded forward Tyler Pitlick to 

Calgary for a 2022 fourth-round pick one day after taking Pitlick from the 

Coyotes in the expansion draft. 

Of course, the cap moves won’t end for a while. Pittsburgh all but gave 

forward Jared McCann away to Toronto last weekend while hoping to 

shed another contract in the expansion draft, and the Penguins became 

cap compliant when Seattle also took Brandon Tanev off their hands. 

“Cap space is really, really tough,” Fletcher said. “For the foreseeable 

future, the next two, three years, it’s not going to improve all that much 

and everybody’s pretty careful.” 
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‘It’s hard to feel overly optimistic’: National media react to the Kraken’s 

picks in the NHL expansion draft 

 

By Seattle Times sports staff 

 

While the NHL expansion draft may have lacked suspense, the 

celebration surrounding the Kraken’s official introduction to the world on 

Wednesday was captivating. 

But what about the roster? 

In selecting players from the 30 eligible NHL teams, the Kraken built a 

solid foundation of veteran and youthful players. 

It’s a mostly hungry, cost-contained group that is almost guaranteed to 

grow with bigger free-agency additions in coming weeks, writes Times 

reporter Geoff Baker. 

Off the bat, though, general manager Ron Francis appeared a bit 

tentative in his approach, according to members of the national media. 

While remaining cap space leaves room for optimism, Seattle’s lack of 

stars seemed to cloud its first impressions. 

Here’s what the national media had to say about the Kraken’s haul in the 

expansion draft. 

The Score’s Josh Wegman sums up the concerns about Francis’ plan 

well in listing the Kraken among his expansion-draft losers. 

General manager Ron Francis took an interesting approach. … He 

passed on several proven players in exchange for ones with minimal 

experience. This isn’t to say the Kraken should’ve taken Carey Price or 

Jakub Voracek, but James van Riemsdyk, Vladimir Tarasenko, and Max 

Domi would’ve made sense. Francis’ strategy gives the Kraken ample 

cap room (around $30 million) but leaves them with several roster holes 

up front. It might be too early to judge Francis until we see how he 

spends his remaining cap space this offseason, but it’s hard to feel overly 

optimistic right now. 

Wegman, however, believes goaltender Chris Driedger comes out as a 

winner. 

Two years ago, Driedger split his season between the ECHL and AHL. 

Now, he’s locked into a three-year contract and gets to be the guy in net 

for an NHL team. Vitek Vanecek and Joey Daccord aren’t major threats 

to the starting job. Driedger could be poised for success thanks to the 

personnel around him. The Kraken’s blue line projects to be the strength 

of the team and there’s still room for more additions. Additionally, head 

coach Dave Hakstol is a defensive-minded bench boss who will try to put 

his netminder in a position to succeed – especially since the team will 

need to win low-scoring games due to a lack of firepower up front. 

Driedger’s NHL sample size is small, but in 41 games, he’s posted a .926 

save percentage and a 2.18 goals-against average. At 27 years old, he 

could conceivably cash in on another contract down the road if he 

performs well. 

USA Today’s Mike Brehm sees what Francis did a bit differently, but lists 

the Kraken’s lack of star power as a downfall. 

On Francis: He said before the expansion draft that salary cap space 

was his biggest asset and he has assembled a team that according to 

Capfriendly.com, has nearly $29 million available to spend. He 

persuaded free agents Chris Driedger, Adam Larsson and Jamie 

Oleksiak to join the team. He has solid organizational depth on defense 

and he picked versatile players who can move up and down the forward 

lineup. 

On star power: A lot of big names with big salaries were available, 

including Carey Price, Ryan Johansen, Tarasenko, James van Riemsdyk 

and others. But Francis avoided those players. His biggest-name players 

are Giordano, Gourde and Jordan Eberle. But star power isn’t as 

important for expansion teams. The Kraken will sell out, regardless, and 

the team will develop its own stars. 

Among his winners and losers, Bleacher Report’s Lyle Richardson was 

split on how the Kraken might perform on offense and defense. He sees 

the defense as a strength, while the offense lacks a punch. 

On defense: A solid defense corps was behind the Vegas Golden 

Knights’ successful first season. The Kraken seem to be following that 

template for their initial roster. It’s a good mix of veterans and youth with 

size and a variety of skills and experience. Leading the group is Mark 

Giordano. … The 37-year-old remains among the league’s upper echelon 

of defensemen. He will bring years of leadership and experience to the 

Kraken blue line. … Having signed Chris Driedger and selected Vitek 

Vanecek and Jason Daccord, the Kraken head into next season with a 

propitious but still inexperienced group of goaltenders. The defense in 

front of them, however, should ease their burden next season. 

On offense: Seattle has what appears to be a solid defense corps with 

plenty of potential. However, the same cannot be said for its scoring 

punch. Based on their selections, the Kraken will have a difficult time 

finding the back of the net on most nights next season. Jordan Eberle is 

the only true top-six forward. The 31-year-old former New York Islanders 

right winger has reached at least 40 points eight times in his 11 NHL 

seasons. Versatile center Yanni Gourde was a middle-six forward on a 

deep Tampa Bay Lightning roster. The 29-year-old has tallied 48 or more 

points twice in his six NHL seasons. … Perhaps Kraken general manager 

Ron Francis has some moves up his sleeve in the trade market to boost 

his offense. He could also pursue some scorers when the free-agent 

market opens on July 28. 

In analyzing the Kraken’s draft haul, For the Win’s Mary Clarke graded 

every selection. Mark Giordano, Adam Larsson and Chris Driedger all 

earn A+ grades, while Seattle’s pick from Detroit gets an F. 

On Giordano: Mark Giordano is more than likely set to be the face of the 

Kraken franchise for at least the upcoming season. And why not? 

Giordano has been captain of the Calgary Flames since 2013-14, won a 

Norris Trophy in his age 35 season just two years ago, and still has gas 

left in the tank. With this pick, the Kraken solidify one half of their top pair 

and also get who seems to be an all-around good guy to boot. 

On Dennis Cholowski: In the midst of a rebuild of their own, the Red 

Wings didn’t have much to offer the Kraken. Still, Seattle chose 

defenseman 23-year-old Dennis Cholowski out of Detroit, adding to their 

growing pool of young, unproven defensemen who have mostly had 

chances at the AHL level. 

Clarke then gives the Kraken an overall grade of C-. 

It’s hard to roast the Kraken here just yet, as the upcoming entry draft 

and free agency period will be were the meat of their deals are made. 

General manager Ron Francis and company clearly have a different 

team building philosophy than the one former Vegas Golden Knights 

general manager George McPhee had during their expansion draft, as 

Seattle seems like they’ll be playing the longer game than the 31st NHL 

team. Still, it’s hard to look at the board of players left by the Kraken and 

not think this team left some damn good pieces on the table at the end of 

the night in a clear missed opportunity. 

One of NHL.com’s Alison Lukan’s biggest takeaways from Wednesday’s 

event: The city of Seattle made a great impression. 

For people not from Seattle, they may think it’s all rainy days and cups of 

coffee. But there couldn’t have been a more perfect day for the 

Expansion Draft to show off what Seattle is all about. Before Wednesday, 

people may not have known about Gas Works Park, or how the city looks 

when the sun shines down on Lake Union; or how we come out to 

support not just our sports teams, but also one another. People may not 

have known how good the Kraken jerseys would look in their debut, or 

which players would be wearing them, but now they know. Well done, 

Seattle! 
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5 players Seattle Kraken could take with No. 2 pick in NHL Entry Draft 

 

BY LAUREN KIRSCHMAN 

 

The Expansion Draft is over. Now, it’s time for the Seattle Kraken to turn 

their attention to the future. 

The 2021 NHL Entry Draft starts Friday, and the Kraken have the second 

overall pick in Round 1. With Michigan defenseman Owen Power 

considered the clear first pick, Seattle will have a decision to make at No. 

2. 

Here are five players the Kraken could take in the first round: 

MATTHEW BENIERS, C, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Beniers is the player most commonly projected to go to the Kraken with 

the No. 2 overall pick. The 6-foot-2, 175-pound center scored 24 points 

(10 goals, 14 assists) in 24 games during his first college season, which 

led first-time NHL Draft-eligible players. He was named to the Big Ten’s 

All-Rookie team. 

Ranked sixth among North American skaters by NHL Central Scouting 

Services, Beniers has been considered one the top three players in the 

draft by other outlets. He was the youngest player for the United States 

at the IIHF World Championship in May and the United States’ gold-

medal team at the World Junior Championships. 

What they’re saying: 

Adam Kimelman, NHL.com: “Beniers … should become a fan favorite 

quickly in Seattle because of how hard he plays in all areas of the ice. He 

is an outstanding skater who is as relentless on the forecheck as he is on 

the backcheck.” 

Tony Ferrari, Dobber Prospects: “The most complete forward in the 2021 

NHL Draft, Beniers has been a monster with the Michigan Wolverines. 

He affects the game in so many ways from scoring at an impressive rate 

to turning play around in his own zone. Beniers is an incredibly intelligent 

and cerebral player who attacks the opponents at their weaknesses.” 

Elite Prospects: “He’s a dynamic, high-pace transporter of the puck; one 

who accelerates with linear and nonlinear crossovers through a wide 

array of rush patterns and tempo changes to maneuver past opposing 

defenders. He never cheats. Beniers is always involved in his team’s 

defensive game, showing high-level details, defensive problem-solving 

ability, and switchability.” 

LUKE HUGHES, D, USNTDP 

While Beniers has easily been the most common player projected to 

Seattle with its first pick, Hughes (6-2, 184) has shown up in a few mock 

drafts. He finished with 15 points in 18 games for the United States 

National Team Development Program last season. He also had 34 points 

in 38 games for the national U-18 team. At 17, Hughes is one of the 

youngest players available in the draft. 

What they’re saying: 

Adam Kimelman, NHL.com: “Luke brings the same top-end skating ability 

that his older brothers Jack and Quinn Hughes of the Vancouver 

Canucks, but in a bigger package.” 

Sporting News: “His edgework and straight-line speed are both elite, 

making him a zone entry and exit machine. That skating ability, in 

combination with a 6-2, 184-pound frame, gives him one of the highest 

ceilings in the draft. Hughes has produced very well at all levels so far 

and can keep up with any forward in the class; however, it is up in the air 

whether he projects as a true offensive dynamo as he isn’t particularly 

dominant in his own zone.” 

SIMON EDVINSSON, D, SWEDEN (FROLUNDA) 

NHL Central Scouting Services ranks Edvinsson (6-4, 198) second 

among European skaters. He finished with four points in seven games as 

Sweden won gold at the U-18 World Championship. He also started the 

season with the Frolunda J20 team, tallying six points in 14 games. 

What they’re saying: 

Gordan Stubb, NHL Director of European Scouting: “I don’t know if 

there’s anyone close. I think this is a player who could be the next world 

star coming out of Sweden. He’s really, really good. Has the size and the 

speed and the hockey sense. He’s a leader, and I think he was probably 

the best 2021 NHL Draft-eligible prospect at the Under-18 World 

Championship.” 

Ben Kerr, Last Word on Sports “It is rare to find a prospect who is both 6-

foot-4 and has the skating ability that Edvinsson possesses. He has a 

long, smooth stride that allows him to cover a lot of ground very quickly. 

His legs are powerful and he accelerates quickly. Edvinsson also moves 

quickly when skating backwards. This allows him to take offensive 

chances and still get back defensively. His edgework and agility are also 

very good.” 

KENT JOHNSON, C, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Johnson (6-1, 176) plays for the University of Michigan, along with Matt 

Beniers and projected No. 1 pick Owen Power. He was second on 

Michigan in scoring, averaging just more than a point a game. He 

finished last season with nine goals and 18 assists in 26 games. Johnson 

was also was second in the Big Ten and third in the country in rookie 

scoring. 

What they’re saying: 

Smaht Scouting: “Johnson is as creative as they come. Whether it’s 

passing and shooting between his legs, lacrosse moves, or anything else 

you’d find on a highlight reel, if you can dream it, he can probably do it. 

… More of a playmaker than a goal-scorer, Johnson’s passing stands out 

on almost every shift, whether he’s sending a spin pass to a teammate 

wide open in the slot or finding a lane between three defenders.” 

Mike Morreale, NHL.com: ”He attacks holes, has great mobility on the 

blue line, can be a high-end two-way defender. He dictates play when he 

has the puck. He’s effective at both blue lines, advances the puck so 

well. his skating skills, that sense is what really stands out about him.” 

WILLIAM EKLUND, LW, SWEDEN (DJURGARDEN) 

A consensus top-10 pick, Eklund (5-10, 176) is one of the top available 

forwards in the draft. Eklund is considered the top European skater by 

NHL Central Scouting services. He was named Rookie of the Year in the 

SHL last season, finishing with 23 points in 40 games. He also scored 36 

points in 31 games for Djurgardens’ J20 team in 2019-20. 

What they’re saying 

Gordan Stubb, NHL Director of European Scouting: “William Eklund is a 

complete player. … He has the skills, the attitude, and he just loves the 

game. … He’s just a great player. He plays regular with Djurgarden in 

SHL but had a tough season because he was hurt. He missed 2021 

World Junior Championship because of COVID-19 and then had an 

appendectomy, but every time he came back he played well; he’s a real 

talent.” 

Ben Kerr, Last World on Sports: “He is willing to work down low, 

supporting the defence against the cycle game. Eklund also does a good 

job of applying backpressure and helping the defence that way. His 

positioning is solid and he stays on the right side of the puck. Once a 

turnover is created, Eklund does a good job of moving the puck out of the 

defensive zone and starting the transition game.” 
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3 key takeaways from the Seattle Kraken’s expansion draft 

 

BY LAUREN KIRSCHMAN JULY 22, 2021 05:00 AM 

 

The expansion draft has come and gone, and the Seattle Kraken’s roster 

is falling into place. 

There are still moves and trades to come, so every player taken on 

Wednesday night will take the ice for the Kraken in October. But many of 

the key pieces were announced at Gas Works Park, and we’ll run 

through a few of those in just a moment. Before we get there, here’s a 

glance at what comes next. 

▪ July 23: Round 1 of the 2021 NHL Entry Draft 

▪ July 24: Rounds 2-7 of the entry draft 

▪ July 8: Free agency opens 

Now, here are three takeaways from the expansion draft. 

1. THE BIGGEST NAMES 

The Kraken left plenty of the biggest names on the table — more on that 

to come — but a few names stood out from the rest. Here’s a closer look 

at a few of them: 

Goalies Chris Driedger (Florida Panthers) and Vitek Vanecek 

(Washington Capitals): Seattle passed on Montreal Carey Price and his 

lofty price tag to bring in this promising tandem instead. Driedger, 27, 

went 14-6-3 in 23 games for the Panthers in 2020-21 with a .927 save 

percentage and a 2.07 goals-against average. Vanecek, 25, moved from 

third goalie to the starter last season due to injuries. He earned NHL 

Rookie of the Month in January and finished the season with a 21-10-4 

record, a .908 save percentage and a 2.69 goals against average. 

Center Yanni Gourde (Tampa Bay Lightning): Gourde won’t be able to 

contribute immediately as a shoulder surgery will keep him out for 

several months, but he’ll be worth waiting for. A key piece on Tampa 

Bay’s Stanley Cup teams, he finished the 2020-21 season with 17 goals 

and 36 points in 56 games. He added six goals and one assist in the 

playoffs. In 2019-20, Gourde had 10 goals and 30 points in 70 regular-

season games. 

Right wing Jordan Eberle (New York Islanders): Eberle, 31, was a top-

line right wing for the Islanders. He had 33 points and 16 goals in 55 

games in 2020-21 — on pace for 49 points and 24 goals in a full season. 

He played in 272 in four games with New York, recording 76 goals, 93 

assists and 169 points. 

Defenseman Mark Giordano (Calgary Flames): Could this be the 

Kraken’s first captain? He filled the role for Calgary, so it seems likely the 

37-year-old veteran will be tapped in Seattle, too. A Norris Trophy winner 

in 2019, Giordano was one of the top defensive options available in 

Wednesday’s expansion draft. He had 26 points in 56 games last 

season. 

Defenseman Adam Larsson (Edmonton Oilers): Larsson agreed to a 

four-year, $16 million deal with the Kraken before the expansion draft. He 

still counts as Seattle’s pick from the Oilers. Larsson spent five years with 

Edmonton and finished with 16 goals, 52 assists and 68 points in 329 

games. He battled injuries in 2019, but played in 56 games for Edmonton 

during the 2020-21 season and averaged just less than 20 minutes per 

night. 

2. PLENTY OF CAP SPACE 

The Kraken’s current roster size estimate is 19 with a cap hit of $52.6 

million, according to CapFriendly. By electing to take a less expensive 

road, Seattle left its options open. There could be side deals announced 

later that will add depth in the form of draft picks and prospects. Those 

deals, if they exist, will be announced when the trade freeze is lifted on 

Thursday at 10 a.m. PT. 

With $29 million worth of cap space available, the Kraken have the 

money available to make a splash in free agency. Two names to watch 

for: Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton and Colorado 

Avalanche center Gabriel Landeskog. The market opens on July 28. 

3. A DEFENSIVE FOCUS 

Defense has the potential to be a strength for the Kraken. Even most of 

the forwards Seattle selected are strong two-way players. 

Giordano and Larsson are two of the most exciting defensemen, but the 

Kraken also added Jamie Oleksiak from the Dallas Stars. Oleksiak, 28, 

played a top-four role with the Stars last season. He averaged more than 

20 minutes a game for the first time in his career and finished with six 

goals and 14 points in 56 games. He also averaged almost 22 minutes 

for Dallas in the 2020 playoffs. 

Also of note: Defenseman Vince Dunn (St. Louis Blues), who has some 

offensive skill. He’s played in 267 games in four seasons, recording 32 

goals and 70 assists while averaging more than 17 minutes a night. He 

played in 43 games last season, recording six goals, 14 assists and 20 

points. Players like Haydn Fleury (Anaheim Ducks), Cale Fleury 

(Montreal Canadiens), Will Borgen (Buffalo Sabres) and Carson Soucy 

(Minnesota Wild) add depth. 
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Seattle Kraken openers unveiled. When will you be able to see the team 

play at home? 

 

BY LAUREN KIRSCHMAN 

 

Start the countdown, Seattle Kraken fans. 

As the NHL’s newest franchise made its picks in Wednesday’s expansion 

draft, the team also announced it will play its home opener against the 

Vancouver Canucks at Climate Pledge Arena on Oct. 23. 

That game could launch the beginning of a natural rivalry between the 

Kraken and the Canucks. Seattle and Vancouver are separated by less 

than 200 miles. Before now, Calgary — located more than 500 miles 

away — was the Canuck’s closest geographical opponent. 

The Canucks and Kraken are slated to be in the same division, which 

means they will play at least four times a season. And due to the close 

proximity, fans from either team should be able to easily travel to away 

games. That is, if the border — closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic — 

is open by then. 

The Kraken will start the season on the road on Oct. 12 against the Las 

Vegas Golden Knights, according to NHL.com’s Danny Webster. The 

match-up pairs the two most recent NHL expansion teams. Vegas joined 

in 2017, making the Stanley Cup Final in its first season and the playoffs 

in each of its four seasons. 

The NHL will announce the complete 2021-22 season schedule 

Thursday night. 
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Seattle Kraken schedule released: 1st 5 games on road, Climate Pledge 

Arena opener vs Canucks 

 

BY BRENT STECKER JULY 22, 2021 AT 4:00 PM 

 

On Wednesday night, Seattle Kraken fans got their first glimpse of the 

roster for the NHL’s newest team with the expansion draft. Now they can 

start making plans to seeing them play in person. 

A close look at all 30 Kraken expansion draft picks 

The inaugural Seattle Kraken NHL schedule has been released for the 

2021-22 season, with the team’s home opener at brand new Climate 

Pledge Arena coming six games into the season. That will be quite the 

opening contest, as well – it be featured in the bright lights on Saturday, 

Oct. 23 against Seattle’s nearest rival, the Vancouver Canucks. 

Prior to opening the doors at the arena at Seattle Center, the Kraken will 

play five games on the road to kick off their debut season, with the first 

NHL game in franchise history set for Oct. 12 against the next-youngest 

team in the league, the Las Vegas Golden Knights. 

The Canucks game will start a four-game homestand for the Kraken, who 

will also host the Montreal Canadiens on Oct. 26, the Minnesota Wild on 

Oct. 28, and the New York Rangers on Halloween. Seattle will also have 

a six-game homestand from Nov. 11-24, five games at Climate Pledge 

Arena in a row from Dec. 29 through Jan. 6, and another six-game 

homestand from Jan. 15-26. 

You can view the entire schedule in the tweet from the official Seattle 

Kraken account embedded below. 

It’s time to mark your calendars!         

The #SeaKraken inaugural season schedule is here → 

https://t.co/gcOBMxyOTU pic.twitter.com/UEguV1URIV 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) July 22, 2021 

The Kraken also have six preseason games scheduled. They are: 

• Sept. 26: Kraken vs. Vancouver Canucks (6 p.m., at Spokane Arena) 

• Sept. 28: Kraken at Edmonton Oilers 

• Sept. 29: Kraken at Calgary Flames 

• Oct. 1: Kraken vs. Oilers (7 p.m., at Everett’s Angel of the Winds Arena) 

• Oct. 2: Kraken vs. Flames (7 p.m., at Kent’s Showare Center) 

• Oct. 5: Kraken at Canucks 
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Chris Driedger: ‘No-brainer’ joining Seattle Kraken on new contract 

 

BY BRANDON GUSTAFSON JULY 22, 2021 AT 3:33 PM 

 

The Seattle Kraken selected three goalies in their expansion draft on 

Wednesday, and the man who appears primed to get most of the playing 

time in the net is Chris Driedger, who was Seattle’s selection from the 

Florida Panthers. 

NHL Insider: Seattle Kraken will be ‘difficult to play against’ 

Driedger, 27, was a third-round pick of the Ottawa Senators in 2012, and 

after playing sparingly in the NHL to start his pro career, Driedger played 

much more for the Panthers the last two years – 35 games, averaging 

roughly two goals allowed per contest while saving roughly 93% of shots 

against him. 

Drideger was one of the first players who knew they were joining the 

Kraken. Since Driedger was a pending free agent, the Kraken were able 

to discuss a deal with him prior to the expansion draft as they had an 

exclusive negotiating window. Driegder signed a three-year deal with 

Seattle worth over $10 million. 

The new Kraken goaltender joined 710 ESPN Seattle’s Jake and Stacy 

on Thursday to talk about why he felt Seattle was a good fit for him as he 

takes the next step in his NHL career and much more. Here’s what he 

had to say. 

Why the Kraken? 

Had Driedger chosen to, he could have told Seattle “thanks, but no 

thanks” and tested free agency next week. So why didn’t he? 

“There were multiple teams interested,” he said. “When it came down to 

the wire and Seattle offered (me the deal) it was an absolute no-brainer. I 

just kind of view it as opportunity-wise I knew they had a high opinion of 

me.” 

Driedger said that the Kraken made it known months ago that they were 

considering him either in the expansion draft or in free agency. 

“So I’d kind of given some thought to playing in Seattle already,” he said. 

“… Coming to Seattle, it kind of seemed like they wanted a 1-A, 1-B 

situation (at goalie) with a good tandem, so that’s the best-case scenario 

for me. There’s a ton of opportunity and I’m still early in my career here, 

so I’m excited to get this started.” 

The other two goalies Seattle added in the expansion draft are Joey 

Daccord from the Senators and Vitek Vanecek from the Washington 

Capitals. 

Getting to Seattle 

Because Driedger got to negotiate a new deal, he knew a few days prior 

to the expansion draft that he would be playing in Seattle next season. 

That wasn’t the case with some of his new Kraken teammates. 

“We were negotiating and we came to a deal a few days before (the 

expansion draft),” he said. “So for the other guys here in Seattle, they 

found out literally like the night before the draft. So at least I had a little 

bit of a heads up, which was nice. I knew I was making the trip out (for 

the draft).” 

Driedger flew in from Boston, and he and the team tried their best to 

keep his journey to the city under wraps. 

“We were kind of staying undercover,” Driedger said. “My hotel room was 

under a different name and stuff like that, so that was kind of cool to see.” 

In addition to meeting some of his teammates and other members of the 

organization, Driedger also got to check out Climate Pledge Arena for the 

very first time. 

“My mind’s still trying to process the amount of detail of the arena at 

Climate Pledge,” he said. “It’s really, really cool. The locker rooms are 

state of the art and all the lounges and all that stuff.” 

Working with GM Ron Francis 

The Seattle Kraken’s general manager, Hall of Famer Ron Francis, was 

previously with the Carolina Hurricanes. Last season Driedger saw a lot 

of Carolina, a team that still has Francis’ fingerprints on it, and said he 

got a good feel for how Francis wants his team to look through that 

experience. 

Driedger also got to know Francis though contract negotiations prior to 

the expansion draft. 

“I’ve got a lot of faith in Ron and he seems like a really stand-up guy with 

a really brilliant hockey mind,” Driedger said. “I’ve got nothing but positive 

things to say about Ron. During (contract) negotiations, he was great. He 

kind of laid out his plan for the team and his vision and it aligns with what 

I want to do and where I see my career going. It just seems like a no-

brainer and great fit.” 

Who is Chris Driedger? 

We know Driegder is a well-regarded goalie, but how does he see 

himself as a player and teammate? Here’s what he told Jake and Stacy: 

“As a player, I would say as a goaltender I try and be calm. My three 

words I try and live by is calm, cool and collected … that’s kind of my 

game.” 

“As a teammate, honestly I just try and contribute as much as I can,” he 

later said. “Even though it’s just me in the net, you need the whole team 

to win. I try and build trust with the guys so that through the highs and 

lows we can kind of stick together, and if you have that trust then in the 

lows it’s a lot easier to get out of them.” 
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NHL Insider: Seattle Kraken will be ‘difficult to play against,’ still have 

valuable flexibility 

 

BY BRANDON GUSTAFSON 

 

The Seattle Kraken are officially in business as the team has completed 

its expansion draft and now has 30 players on the roster. 

Kraken Expansion Draft Breakdown: Close look at all 30 picks 

Someone who was on top of the Kraken’s expansion draft coverage on 

Wednesday was Frank Seravalli, a writer for the Daily Faceoff and the 

president of the National Hockey Writers Association. Seravalli broke the 

news of many of the Kraken’s picks on Wednesday before they were 

made official Wednesday night. 

Seravalli joined 710 ESPN Seattle’s Danny and Gallant Thursday 

morning to discuss the Kraken’s picks, and one of his first thoughts from 

looking at Seattle’s roster is that it will be a team that’s not too fun to play 

against. 

“I think one of the first indications we got with this team was that they’re 

going to be difficult to play against when you bring in guys like 

(defensemen) Jamie Oleksiak and Adam Larsson on the back end,”  

Seravalli said. 

There’s also a young forward who Seravalli thinks can thrive with the 

Kraken as a go-to scoring option. 

“I think there’s room for growth. Mason Appleton is a guy who’s going to 

come in and be one of their guys who’s a burgeoning star,” he said. “… 

He’s going to be one of those guys who takes a giant leap in his career.” 

And as far as the totality of picks that the Kraken made, Seravalli thinks 

the team has put itself in a great position when looking ahead to the 

future. 

“I think the key word that comes to mind for me is flexibility. This team 

has loads of it moving forward,” Seravalli said. “Not just on the trade front 

but also on the free agent front. I think there’s a pretty clear process in 

place here. There’s room for growth, there’s flexibility, and as much as 

Seattle has in terms of the players on its initial roster, in a lot of ways, 

(general manager) Ron Francis still has a blank canvas.” 

Some more maneuvering is expected Thursday as the Kraken can 

officially begin making trades. One deal that Seravalli has heard is 

happening is Seattle trading forward Tyler Pitlick to the Calgary Flames 

for draft picks. He also expects the Kraken to trade defenseman Vince 

Dunn at some point as he’s a pending restricted free agent and Seattle 

loaded up on quality defensemen in the expansion draft. 

With that financial flexibility comes the ability to be a major player in free 

agency. Seravalli thinks the Kraken may wind up adding players that they 

had preliminary discussions with during the expansion draft process, 

such as St. Louis Blues forward Jaden Schwartz, who Seattle passed on 

to select Dunn. 

“They decided to go with Vince Dunn, more of a sure thing under team 

control,” Seravalli said. “That gives Schwartz and the Kraken the 

opportunity to revisit things in six days and say, ‘Hey, we liked the initial 

conversations we had should we continue down this path.’ And I think 

there’s other guys in the same position.” 

Danny O’Neil asked Seravalli why the Kraken didn’t follow the same 

“model” in the expansion draft that the Las Vegas Golden Knights, who 

made the Stanley Cup Finals in their first season, did a few years ago. 

Seravalli said that Seattle didn’t have the opportunity to because 

opposing general managers at that time were willing to overpay Vegas to 

protect players and assets. He doesn’t think that was the case this time 

around with Seattle. 

“My question is, was the ask from the Kraken too high? Should they have 

readjusted expectations in terms of maybe not having teams overpay, but 

just pay to protect?” Seravalli said. “I think that’s where it maybe leads 

itself to some interesting selections and some unexpected selections. I 

think as they reassess and go through the process again, what would 

Ron Francis’ revisions be? Would he look at things a little differently in 

that sense?” 

But even with those reflection-based questions, Seravalli doesn’t see 

anything wrong with how the Kraken have set up their roster going 

forward, especially as it pertains to the salary cap. 

“I don’t think you can ever go wrong in having the flexibility they have 

moving forward, with all that cap space and so few long-term contracts 

they’re going to be pretty nimble, especially next season at a time where 

the salary cap is going to remain flat again,”  he said. “Next year is going 

to be the biggest cap crunch in history and there’s only one team in the 

Seattle Kraken that are going to be uniquely positioned to take 

advantage of all that.” 
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A side-by-side comparison of the Seattle Kraken and Vegas Golden 

Knights expansion-draft hauls 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn Jul 22, 2021  

 

Finally, the Kraken have been released. 

Seattle held its expansion draft Wednesday night with few surprises after 

the entire list was leaked in the afternoon. 

Though Seattle didn’t go completely in the direction of our own mock 

draft or others, there were still a lot of similarities, with some obvious 

choices the Kraken didn’t shy away from. Seattle had a pretty strong 

talent pool to select from, and although the team is obviously devoid of 

true star players, it should still be a deep one — one that can potentially 

fight for a playoff spot from the get-go in a weak division. 

That should never be the expectation for an expansion team, but the 

Vegas Golden Knights obviously set the bar high in 2017-18. Vegas not 

only surprised and made the playoffs but also won its division easily and 

marched all the way to the Stanley Cup Final — a first-year success story 

like no other. 

That’ll be very difficult for Seattle to replicate, but not impossible no 

matter how unimpressive the team might currently appear. Like Vegas, 

the Kraken might be a lot better than meets the eye at first glance. 

Based on the players selected Wednesday, a starting lineup for Seattle 

projects to around 19 wins above replacement, which would roughly 

make the Kraken a 95-point team. 

It might seem a bit far-fetched considering the sheer lack of name-brand 

value. There is no star power here, but there is plenty of depth with some 

intriguing top-end talent that was left unprotected. Whether each player 

can live up to his projected value in a completely new environment is a 

question for another day, but as it stands now there is a fair amount to 

like on the Seattle roster. 

The goaltending is very high-risk but also very high-reward. Neither Chris 

Driedger nor Vitek Vanecek has much NHL experience, but what each 

goalie has shown to date is promising — Driedger, especially. His 

projected value is very high, even after a hefty dose of regression, and if 

that holds up Seattle has a strong starting point between the pipes. 

In front of the netminders is a strong defensive foundation. Mark 

Giordano is the headliner, a defender who should still be capable of 

playing a top-pairing role in tough minutes. Behind him are three capable 

top-four defencemen, with one being a terrific puck-mover (Vince Dunn) 

and the other two being defensive shutdown types (Jamie Oleksiak and 

Adam Larsson). Carson Soucy can crush soft minutes on the third pair, 

and there’s strong depth behind him. 

Up front is the weakest link, but the team does start with five players 

projected to provide top-six value, plus four others who can be high-end 

third-liners. It’s not ideal as there’s arguably no true top-line player, but 

the depth here is solid, with a good mix of skill and grit. 

From this perspective, the base of Seattle’s lineup looks a bit more 

impressive than Vegas’ did after its expansion draft, and that’s where any 

comparison should start. Until games are played, that’s the standard 

Seattle should be held to: the knowledge available at the time, not the 

final version that overachieved beyond anyone’s wildest expectations. 

Obviously, this does not look like a 109-point team, but neither did Vegas 

at the time. The key phrase above is “after its expansion draft.” I don’t 

recall a single soul who said Vegas had the makings of a good team on 

June 21, 2017, and they had no reason to. The team looked bad! Almost 

the entire hockey universe thought Vegas easily had the league’s worst 

team, with many being skeptical of the job the team’s front office did at 

the expansion draft. The pick haul was strong, but some of the player 

choices were suspect. 

Literally, anything else is revisionist history. The preseason betting 

market tabbed Vegas at 68.5 points, the worst projection in the league. A 

previous version of my model was extraordinarily high on the team at the 

time, so much so that I was dubious of its optimism. It pegged Vegas as 

an 83-point team, and that was with a very fond projection for Vadim 

Shipachyov, who played all of three games. 

This version of the model — one that uses expected goals over Corsi 

and prioritizes defence and play-driving more — actually liked the Vegas 

team even more. Using the lineup from the season preview, Vegas 

projected to be an 85- to a 90-point team. Post-expansion draft, without 

Shipachyov and with some different defenders selected, the lineup 

looked something like this. 

(Note: The lineup below uses projected values before the 2017-18 

season. 

What sticks out immediately is the lack of forward depth, especially down 

the middle. Seattle might not have a James Neal type, but the Kraken 

have been able to match Vegas’ top-six wing depth while also having two 

very capable centers. That’s something Vegas didn’t look like it had at 

the time (not until William Karlsson broke out massively). It’s the bottom 

six that looks much direr, with extremely little of note outside the main 

guys. Seattle has a lot more there. 

On defence, there’s no one like Giordano here, and that’s the main 

difference. Both groups had some analytics darlings who project well, 

though Seattle’s crew seems like a much safer bet (that may be hindsight 

bias talking). 

In net, Vegas had the venerable Marc-Andre Fleury, but there’s a reason 

Pittsburgh was eager to give the veteran goalie up, as his numbers had 

sagged considerably before the 2017-18 season. Driedger has way more 

uncertainty now, but he is coming in with a fair bit more upside relative to 

what many thought about Fleury at the time. 

That team above was worth 15.7 wins above replacement, 3.6 fewer than 

Seattle at the time — good for around 88 projected points. Vegas 

surpassed that, but at the time, no one expected that and few would’ve 

figured the Golden Knights could even get to 80 points. Seattle projects 

to be even stronger, and the Kraken likely aren’t done yet, either. They 

have nearly $30 million in cap space and don’t seem shy about spending 

it in free agency. That can bolster this lineup further. 

Though Seattle’s drafted team looks stronger than Vegas’, there is one 

massive difference: the shocking lack of side deals, and that’s where 

Vegas’ draft looks miles better. In return for not selecting players, Vegas 

nabbed a massive haul of Reilly Smith, Alex Tuch and Shea Theodore, 

plus seven extra draft picks equalling 14.3 projected wins. Seattle got 

zero. That brings the total asset haul to roughly 12 wins fewer than 

Vegas (though that’s partially due to how much the model truly hates 

Kurtis MacDermid). 

(Note: GSVA totals differ slightly from the depth charts above as they do 

not account for players playing larger roles in Vegas or Seattle. Draft 

picks in blue are picks acquired, and draft picks in red are picks given 

away. Players selected who were UFAs and left unsigned were not 

considered.) 

Vegas’ draft pick haul was substantial and casts a dark shadow on 

Seattle’s expansion process. To come away with nothing is astounding 

and likely hinders Seattle’s ability to add to what is a strong base. Those 

picks helped Vegas surround its original group with strong additions in 

the years to come, helping Vegas go from a one-year wonder to league 

powerhouse. A lack of draft pick capital will make things very difficult for 

Seattle to mimic that trajectory. 

Perhaps Seattle overplayed its hand with exorbitant prices, or maybe it 

was just other franchises learning their lesson from bungling the Vegas 

expansion draft. Kraken GM Ron Francis said as much after the draft, 

noting that “teams weren’t willing to make the mistakes they made last 

time.” But it’s still so difficult to believe the franchise didn’t take 

advantage of its powerful position here, getting nothing out of the ordeal. 

It makes even less sense given some of the selections made. Brandon 

Tanev is a good player, but it was surprising to see him selected without 

a side deal given his onerous contract. The same might be true for 

Jordan Eberle given the Islanders’ cap bind. Cap space was a priority, 

sure, but that doesn’t fully explain the selection of players like 

MacDermid or Carsen Twarynski or John Quenneville when better 

options were available. Seattle left some talent on the board, and while 

that was excusable for the Golden Knights as they orchestrated plenty of 

side deals, it’s harder to understand for the Kraken. Cap space rules all, 

but Blake Lizotte costs $75,000 less than MacDermid and didn’t have the 

league’s worst expected goals percentage last season, just as one 

example. 



I was pretty high on the draft that morning, seeing a decent nucleus that 

could be competitive in a weak division — and figuring there was more to 

come in the way of side deals by the time the draft was over. Nothing 

came, and the draft now feels like a bit of a misstep, a fair bit 

disappointing given how highly regarded the brain trust is. 

Maybe it’s not their fault and rival GMs really smartened up after seeing 

Vegas turn into a powerhouse built off their mistakes. Either way, though 

Seattle has a decent enough team with plenty of cap space, the Kraken 

lack the future value to follow a similar trajectory as Vegas — barring a 

similar first-year miracle. 

That’s not out of the realm of possibility. Now that Vegas has done it, it’s 

not hard to imagine a few players stepping up in bigger roles. Turning 

that into a sustainable contender for years to come is what could prove 

tricky. 

Seattle has a good team — even if the name brand value isn’t there — 

but it’s hard to look at what the Kraken accomplished at the expansion 

draft and not believe they could’ve done better. 
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Kraken depth chart 1.0: How Seattle can weaponize its $28.951 million in 

cap space 

 

By Ryan S. Clark Jul 22, 2021 

 

Weaponizing cap space. Get to know that phrase. It is likely going to be 

referenced quite a bit when it comes to the Seattle Kraken this offseason. 

Completing the expansion draft has left the Kraken with a number of 

questions about their roster. Kraken general manager Ron Francis and 

his front office staff selected a team that is ninth in defense spending at 

$21.125 million, according to CapFriendly. That figure should increase 

once pending restricted free agent Vince Dunn signs a new contract. 

They only have $4.216 million committed toward goaltending thanks to 

Chris Driedger only costing $3.5 million in cap space and Vitek Vanecek 

being in the final season of a three-year contract worth $716,667 

annually. It creates one of the least expensive dynamics in the league 

while many teams either have pending RFAs or unrestricted free agents 

they need to sign. 

Forwards, however, are a different discussion altogether. The Kraken 

have the eighth-lowest amount invested in their 10 forwards under 

contract at $27.206 million. It is why Francis took a pragmatic approach 

when asked about how he plans to address this roster going forward. He 

said the roster the Kraken have following the expansion draft Wednesday 

is “a snapshot” in time because there is still so much that could happen. 

Such as tapping into that $28.951 million in remaining cap space. 

“There are still opportunities,” Francis explained. “We’re going to draft 

Friday night with the second pick overall. We might get a guy that can 

step into our lineup. Then on Monday, you have the qualifying offers that 

are necessary for restricted free agents. So, there might be some guys 

that shake loose there. Certainly, we’ll be looking at free agency next 

week and then, as you go through the summer, there are teams that 

have to get cap compliant by the start of the season and we’re looking to 

take advantage of that if we can.” 

In other words? The Kraken are going to weaponize their cap space. One 

of the ways they could do that is by flipping some of the players they 

selected during the expansion draft. Francis and his staff selected 10 

defensemen and there are only so many minutes. 

The Kraken are expected to explore trades. Any trades-in-waiting the 

Kraken agreed to will be finalized after the NHL trade freeze is over at 10 

a.m. PT Thursday, according to The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun. Francis 

said that the Kraken are still having conversations across the league and 

they expect to hear from more front offices over the next few days. 

Francis was asked the Kraken’s priorities when it comes to trades; 

whether they want someone who can play right away or futures. 

“Whatever makes our team better,” Francis said. “If it is someone who 

goes into our lineup and makes our team better, that is a priority. If we 

think it is not there and we can get picks, we’re certainly looking at that or 

even young prospects where we can build down the road. Because it is 

tough in our situation. You are going to draft guys at 18, that usually 

takes two or three years to get them into your system. If we can get some 

young people too, we’re open to that as well.” 

Projected Kraken Forwards 

LEFT WING CENTER RIGHT WING 

Calle Jarnkrok 

Yanni Gourde 

Jordan Eberle 

Mason Appleton 

Jared McCann 

Joonas Donskoi 

Brandon Tanev 

Nathan Bastian 

Colin Blackwell 

Carsen Twarynski (RFA) 

Tyler Pitlick 

First line: Possessing a little more than $28 million in cap space could 

allow the Kraken to add a few more first-line options. Francis confirmed 

what was reported by The Athletic’s Joe Smith that Yanni Gourde had 

shoulder surgery. The injury means he will be out for a couple of months 

and is expected to miss the start of season. Getting more reinforcements 

is expected to be a priority. Jordan Eberle is the Kraken’s most 

consistent scorer to this point. Eberle is a six-time, 20-goal scorer who 

was on pace to hit that mark in shortened seasons. That is the most of 

anyone on the team and the only one who comes close is Gourde with 

two. Calle Jarnkrok could receive the nod over Jared McCann for the fact 

he would give this line a two-way presence and he has accounted for 

more than 10 goals in six straight seasons. 

Second line: Center appears to be one of the areas the Kraken could 

address and this projected second line shows why. McCann has 

recorded the most career faceoffs of anyone else on this line and can be 

used down the middle if needed. But he has proven to be more effective 

on the wing. Having Mason Appleton on the left is not his natural 

position. But what Joonas Donskoi did last season by setting a career-

high 0.61 points per game average allows him to receive preference in 

this projection. The thought with Appleton is that his 12-goal and 25-point 

campaign in 56 games could be a promising sign that he could be ready 

to build on that progress. 

Third line: How one looks at this line comes back to perspective. Colin 

Blackwell and Brandon Tanev give the Kraken some depth on the wings. 

Blackwell finished last season with a career-high 12 goals and 22 points 

in 47 games, while Tanev was limited to seven goals in 32 games (an 18-

goal pace over an 82-game campaign). Nathan Bastian, lining up at 

center, has a total of 36 faceoffs in only 48 NHL games with 41 of them 

coming last season. Francis adding a few additions could still result in 

Blackwell and Tanev remaining on the third line. Finding a proven center 

in that role would place Bastian on the fourth line. 

Fourth line: Notice a theme yet? Or the fact there is not a fourth-line 

center in this hypothetical lineup? Finding centers appears to be one of 

main areas facing Francis and his staff. He explained going in that 

centers would naturally be hard to find in an expansion draft with most 

teams in position to protect their top two, if not, top three centers. Tyler 

Pitlick could provide some additional production plus size on the fourth 

line, while Carsen Twarynski only has one point in 22 NHL games. 

What’s next?: It is possible the Kraken could have trades-in-waiting that 

provide a few more forward options. Adding one or two top-six wingers 

could provide the Kraken with a few more proven options in that space, 

while still allowing someone else an opportunity. Getting centers could 

also strengthen the Kraken’s setup down the middle, which would then 

give Kraken coach Dave Hakstol the option of moving McCann to the 

wing. CapFriendly lists Morgan Geekie, Kole Lind, John Quenneville and 

Alex True as non-roster forwards. 

Projected Kraken Defense 

LEFT DEFENSE RIGHT DEFENSE 

Vince Dunn (RFA) 

Adam Larsson 

Mark Giordano 

Jamie Oleksiak 

Carson Soucy 

H. Fleury/J. Lauzon 

Dennis Cholowski (RFA) 

Kurtis MacDermid 

William Borgen (RFA) 

First pair: A number of combinations could work here. Pairing Dunn with 

Adam Larsson gives Hakstol a chance to pair a left-handed shooter with 

a right-handed counterpart. It also allows a puck-mover like Dunn to work 

in tandem with a two-way partner like Larsson. And gaining top-line 

minutes could allow the Kraken to really see what he provides. Playing 



for the St. Louis Blues only allowed Dunn to be 122nd out of 171 

defensemen with at least 500 minutes played, according to Natural Stat 

Trick. Dunn was fourth on the Blues in five-on-five ice time. Larsson, on 

the other hand, was 54th in that category. 

Second pair: This could be another combination that offers balance. Mark 

Giordano has puck-moving elements which could complement what 

Jamie Oleksiak has to offer as someone who can contribute offense but 

is primarily relied upon for other things. Both of them have operated as 

top-four options before and naturally stand to serve in those roles with 

the Kraken. It is possible that Hakstol could alter these combinations 

among his primary top-four options. For example, a Dunn-Giordano 

partnership might be used whenever the Kraken are in search of points, 

while a Larsson-Oleksiak combination could become useful as a 

shutdown option. 

Third pair: Giordano was sixth in short-handed ice time among 

defensemen last season, while Larsson was 32nd. Together, they 

provide the Kraken with a foundation for how they could approach the 

penalty kill. Oleksiak was 96th and could be used in that role. It’s just that 

some combination of Hayden Fleury, Jeremy Lauzon and Carson Soucy 

could also be trusted in those sequences. Fleury logged nearly 59 

minutes between two teams, while Lauzon went from being an AHL 

callup to leading the Bruins in short-handed minutes. Meanwhile, Soucy 

accounted for less than 50 minutes on the kill. Yet it was Soucy who 

logged more five-on-five minutes of the three with Fleury coming in 

second and Lauzon third. 

What’s next?: Possessing this many defensemen gives Francis the 

option to move one of them to help in another area. The decision 

between Fleury, Lauzon and Soucy could create a logjam of playing time. 

All three played top-six minutes last season and the Kraken might be 

tempted to move one of them. Then there is the matter of how William 

Borgen, Dennis Cholowski and Kurtis MacDermid fit into the Kraken’s 

plans. Borgen was injured for a significant chunk of last season and only 

played in 10 games. But the expectation is that he will challenge for 

consistent playing time at training camp. Cholowski has gone back and 

forth between the AHL and the NHL the last three years, whereas 

MacDermid could be used as a seventh defenseman. 

Projected Kraken Goalies 

GOALTENDER 

Chris Driedger 

Vitek Vanecek 

Goaltending: Most teams are implementing a two-goaltender approach 

and it appears the Kraken could do the same. Chris Driedger was part of 

a similar setup with the Florida Panthers that saw him provide stability 

when Sergei Bobrovsky struggled. Vanecek was also part of a tandem 

plan as the Washington Capitals paired him with Ilya Samsonov. Perhaps 

the most intriguing part about the Driedger-Vanecek plan is their 

combined experience. Driedger appeared in 38 games over parts of five 

seasons, while Vanecek appeared in 37 games last season. And in that 

time? Both of them won 21 games. 

What’s next?: It might be possible that the Kraken feel comfortable with 

their goaltending as of now. Creating such a cap-friendly tandem leaves 

extra salary cap space to explore making additions elsewhere. And while 

CapFriendly lists Joey Daccord as a non-roster player, he could be used 

as the team’s No. 3 goalie in the event that Driedger or Vanecek get 

injured. 
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Chesterfield's Caden Brown hopes to join his brother Logan in the NHL 

 

Tom Timmermann  

 

When former Blue defenseman Jeff Brown was coaching the St. Louis 

Bandits, a junior team in the North American Hockey League, his sons, 

Logan and Caden, would come over to the rink after school. First Caden 

would watch as Logan, five years older than him, skated with Jeff’s team, 

then Caden would get on the ice to skate with Logan’s team, and then 

Caden would practice with his own team. 

Later, when Jeff was coaching the Ottawa 67’s, a junior team in the 

Ontario Hockey League, Caden and his buddies would wait for the ice to 

be scraped postgame and then play themselves. “We’d play till late hours 

of the night,” Caden said, “just messing around on the rink. It was a super 

cool experience for me, for sure.” 

So it goes without saying that Caden Brown can’t get enough of hockey. 

Logan was part of the St. Louis hockey class of 2016, when five local 

players were taken in the first round of the NHL draft, with Logan going 

with the 11th pick to Ottawa. Caden, 18, won’t go that high, but this 

weekend, he may become the family’s third draft pick. Jeff, who played 

five seasons with the Blues, ending in 1994, was taken 36th by Quebec 

in 1984. Caden is ranked No. 152 among North American skaters by 

NHL Central Scouting, so if he’s drafted, it won’t be till the second day on 

Saturday — but he could be the latest in a line of St. Louis hockey 

players to be drafted by the NHL. 

“Obviously, I’d be super excited to get my name called,” he said from 

Madison, Wisconsin, where he’s training and taking summer classes at 

the University of Wisconsin, where he’ll begin play in the fall. “That would 

be pretty special, what every kid dreams about. If it doesn’t, it’s just more 

motivation for me to get better,” 

One thing that has slowed down Brown’s quest has been a weird series 

of injuries. Twice he’s been sliced by another player’s skate, once of his 

Achilles tendon, most recently of two tendons on the outside of his leg. In 

true hockey player style, he played with those two sliced tendons for two 

months before they were diagnosed and in March, he had surgery to 

replace them with two cadaver tendon. He’s also had surgery to fix his 

shoulder, which kept popping out. 

“The two with the skates I can’t do much about,” he said. “Hopefully 

those are in the past and I can start trending forward here.” 

“He’s been slowed by a few major injuries throughout his childhood and 

stuff,” said Jeff, who is now coaching the St. Louis AAA Blues U-18 team. 

“He’s resilient, come back every time better and I expect him to be back 

better again. He’s a hard worker, a fast skater, very skilled, and just 

trying to put it all together. As a coach, when you’re looking at the next 

level, you want a kid that can skate fast, shoot, compete, and he can do 

all those things. It’s a matter for him to go to Wisconsin and work hard, I 

have no doubt at some point he’ll be playing professional hockey 

somewhere.” 

Eliteprospects.com said he can “break a defender’s ankles before 

barreling towards the net. … He’s a projectable NHL shooter with a 

booming one-timer and two-touch finishing ability.” 

Caden grew up in Chesterfield and at 10 moved to Ottawa when his 

father took a job with the 67’s. He played a season of U-14 hockey there 

and skated a lot — their apartment was an elevator ride and a two-

minute walk from the 67’s rink — and then came back to St. Louis and 

played two seasons with the AAA Blues before being selected for USA 

Hockey’s national team development program in Plymouth, Michigan, in 

the western suburbs of Detroit, where he’s been the past two seasons. 

There are noticeable differences between the Brown brothers: Logan, 

who has yet to nail down a full-time spot in Ottawa, is 6-6, 220 pounds. 

Caden is 5-11, 170. But, dating back to playing at home, Caden has 

been going to school on Logan’s experiences. 

“He’s my brother, my best friend,” Caden said. “Everything he learns, he 

passes it on to me. Same with my dad. Logan went high in the draft, he’s 

been a really good player, he pushed me to get to that level. Hopefully I 

can be there with him some day. … He’s always been bigger and heavier 

than me and he’s five years older. That’s helped me get better every 

day.” 

“Logan was really, really good, all the way up,” said Jeff. “Unfortunately, 

Caden bounced around a little bit following me coaching — not coaching 

him, but coaching junior hockey. I wasn’t able to spend, regrettably, as 

much time with Caden. With Logan and the rest of those guys going in 

the first round, Caden’s not there yet; it’s going to take him a little bit 

longer to get to that place, but I have no doubt he’ll get there.” 
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Blues will open 2021-22 season Oct. 16 at Colorado 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

Normalcy returns for the Blues, we think, for the 2021-22 season. They’re 

back in the old Central Division, albeit a Central Division that has added 

an eighth team — the Arizona Coyotes. 

After playing the same seven teams over and over in a pandemic-created 

West Division last season, they’re playing the entire NHL once again. 

Every team. And it’s an 82-game schedule, just like the good old days. 

The NHL released its 2021-22 schedule Thursday, and it has the Blues 

opening Oct. 16 at the Colorado Avalanche. (They opened the 56-game 

condensed 2020-21 season at Colorado on Jan. 13.) 

Their home opener at Enterprise Center is Oct. 23 against the Los 

Angeles Kings. Their regular season concludes April 29 with a home 

game against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The regular-season finale comes about three weeks later than usual, 

largely because there is a planned break for the Winter Olympics from 

Feb. 7-22. 

Keep in mind, there has yet to be an official agreement that NHL players 

will return to the Olympics, scheduled for Beijing. But the parties involved 

are working it, and there is optimism that this will be the case. 

Otherwise, the Blues’ schedule has a familiar structure: 

• Two games against each of the 16-teams in the Eastern Conference — 

one home and one away. That includes a Nov. 30 home game against 

the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion, the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

• Three games against each of the eight teams in the Western 

Conference. In the case of the expansion Seattle Kraken, that means 

home games Jan. 13 and April 6, and a road game Jan. 21 in Seattle. 

• In the Central Division, the Blues play everyone four times except for 

Colorado and Minnesota, whom they’ll play three times apiece. 

It all adds up to 82 games. 

As mentioned, Arizona has been pushed to the Central with the addition 

of Seattle (to the Pacific). So the Central now consists of Arizona, 

Chicago, Colorado, Dallas, Minnesota, Nashville, Winnipeg and the 

Blues. 

Yes, the Blues-Blackhawks rivalry is back on, starting with an Oct. 30 

game at Enterprise. 

“I’m looking (forward) to anything that’s closer to normal,” Blues general 

manager Doug Armstrong said. “It seems like forever since this 

pandemic hit. ... I’m looking forward to fans in the building and looking 

forward to 82 games. 

“I’m looking forward to taking the players out for dinner and spending 

time with them. I’m looking forward to spending time with our coaches, 

and looking forward to going to a hotel and not having to sit in my room. 

“So (like) the whole world, I’m looking forward to getting back to normal 

and being in the Central Division is just part of that.” 

The Blues will be on the road for Thanksgiving (Nov. 25), playing at the 

Detroit Red Wings on Nov. 24 and in Chicago against the Blackhawks on 

Nov. 26. 

The Blues will be home for the Christmas. After a Dec. 23 game at 

Toronto against the Maple Leafs, the Blues play their next two contests in 

St. Louis — Dec. 27 against the New Jersey Devils and Dec. 29 against 

the Edmonton Oilers. 

But then it’s back on the road for the Winter Classic on Jan. 1, a New 

Year’s Day game against the Wild outdoors at Target Field in Minnesota. 

That game will be televised by TNT, a new broadcast partner for the NHL 

this coming season, along with ESPN. 

TNT also announced it will televise the Blues’ Oct. 20 contest at Vegas 

as part of a Wednesday night doubleheader. TNT will announce its full 

slate of games at a later date. 

Overall, the Blues will have 19 weekend home games, consisting of 

Friday, Saturday or Sunday contests. On 12 occasions they have back-

to-backs — games played on successive nights, starting with road 

games Nov 3 (Los Angeles) and Nov. 4 (San Jose). 
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Armstrong: Tarasenko could still be a Blue this season 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

General manager Doug Armstrong picked up three forwards, three 

defenseman and a goalie in the two days of the draft. 

Make of this what you will, but Blues general manager Doug Armstrong 

said Thursday he can envision a scenario where disgruntled forward 

Vladimir Tarasenko plays for St. Louis this coming season. 

“I see there’s certainly an outlook where I envision him putting on the 

jersey again,” Armstrong said during a Zoom call. “There’s many players 

in the NHL that have requested trades. You always try and keep it below 

the surface. 

“But our responsibility is to do what’s best for the St. Louis Blues, and if it 

means that he comes back and plays for us, that’s the outlook that it has. 

But again, my responsibility’s to the franchise and to do what’s best for 

the Blues and hopefully best for Vladi.” 

For Armstrong, those words could be nothing more than posturing. His 

way of signaling to the Tarasenko camp and the rest of the league that 

he’s not giving the guy away. 

Because in the bigger picture, it’s difficult to envision Tarasenko walking 

back into Centene Community Ice Center for practice this fall as if 

nothing happened after his scorched-earth approach to wanting out of St. 

Louis. 

Although he has said nothing directly, multiple sources have told the 

Post-Dispatch that Tarasenko was upset over how the first two of his 

three shoulder surgeries went — both of which were performed by Blues 

doctors. He was also upset over criticism he allegedly received from 

Blues trainers during rehab, and additionally, did not like what he felt was 

a reduced role late in the past season. 

“I’m not gonna get into the nuances of the he-said, she-said things that 

have been reported,” Armstrong said. “A lot of the things that are coming 

out are so factually inaccurate it’s shocking. But I’m not gonna get into 

that.” 

Armstrong said he was informed by Tarasenko’s agent a couple of days 

after the Blues’ playoff series loss to Colorado that Tarasenko wanted to 

be traded. Armstrong said he was given a list of teams that Tarasenko 

would be willing to be traded to, thus waiving part of his no-trade clause. 

Armstrong said he then notified all 31 other teams that Tarasenko was on 

the trading block just to see what kind of interest was out there. 

“As of today, Vladi’s a member of the Blues,” Armstrong said. “This is not 

something I’m gonna be updating after this (Zoom) call today. Whatever 

we do will be done behind closed doors. Vladi has to prepare like he’s 

coming back to St. Louis. He has to get ready to play. 

“He’s a 30-year-old. I’m sure he wants to play for a number of years in 

the NHL. He has to come back and have a great season. Our focus was 

to do what’s best for the St. Louis Blues when I heard (the trade request) 

and nothing has changed in that fashion.” 

Tarasenko turns 30 on Dec. 13. 

On the free agency front, Armstrong said Jaden Schwartz plans to test 

the market, and didn’t sound overly optimistic either when it came to re-

signing Mike Hoffman and Tyler Bozak. All three are scheduled for 

unrestricted free agency July 28. 

“Based on where we are today, there’s always a chance that we can get 

something done,” Armstrong said of Schwartz. “But I’ve been under the 

understanding that Schwartzy wanted to see what free agency was like. 

That can change with one phone call.” 

As far as Hoffman and Bozak, Armstrong said the “lines of 

communication” will remain open. 

“Obviously, I thought Mike came in and once he found some solid footing 

in our group I thought he was a really good player for us at the end 

through the playoffs,” Armstrong said. “I have a lot of respect for him. If 

he came back, I’d have no issues with that. 

“Certainly, Bozy’s been a really good player for us for three years. I 

would say our depth in that area is probably a little stronger than it is in 

the top six.” 

In other words, the Blues feel like they have replacements already on the 

roster. 

In terms of the team’s top four restricted free agents, Armstrong said the 

Blues plan to make qualifying offers to Ivan Barbashev, Jordan Kyrou, 

Zach Sanford and Robert Thomas. Barbashev and Sanford both are 

arbitration eligible. 

Among players that dealt with injuries last season, Armstrong said 

defenseman Colton Parayko, who battled back issues, “is doing very 

well. There’s a number of players that have been in and out of the 

Centene Center. I’m out there each morning and I see guys training and 

working out. It seems like all systems are ahead on all of our guys.” 

He said defenseman Justin Faulk and Robert Bortuzzo, who suffered 

head injuries in the Colorado playoff series, “seem to be 100 percent and 

ready to go.” Defenseman prospect Scott Perunovich, who underwent 

shoulder surgery following training camp, is healthy and has been 

training. 

Draft days 

After his Zoom session with reporters, Armstrong headed back into 

meetings with his scouting and personnel staff to prepare for the “regular” 

NHL draft, which begins Friday with the first round and continues 

Saturday with Rounds 2-7. 

The Blues have five picks overall, with one pick apiece in Rounds 1, 3, 5, 

6 and 7. Buffalo got the Blues’ second-rounder in 2021 as the final piece 

of the Ryan O’Reilly trade; the pick now belongs to Los Angeles. 

Montreal gets the Blues’ fourth-rounder this year as part of the Marco 

Scandella trade in 2020. 

Barring a trade, the Blues will make the 16th overall pick in the draft, their 

highest pick since taking Schwartz at No. 14 overall and Tarasenko at 

No. 16 in the 2010 draft. 

“At 16 we think we’re going to get a very good player,” Armstrong said. 

“And all indications are that there’ll be someone there that we like.” 

(Technically, the Blues are listed as the 17th pick. Arizona, remains listed 

at No. 11 overall by the NHL, but forfeited that pick because of violating 

league rules on pre-Combine testing of draft prospects.) 

St Louis Post Dispatch LOADED: 07.23.2021 
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Blues GM Doug Armstrong puts the Vladimir Tarasenko trade talks back 

on his terms 

 

By Jeremy Rutherford Jul 23, 2021  

 

General manager Doug Armstrong was describing which Blues forwards 

might play where during the 2021-22 season, and he mentioned a name 

you probably wouldn’t have figured. 

“We have the options of putting (Brayden) Schenn on the left side and 

going with (Ryan) O’Reilly and (Robert) Thomas down the middle,” 

Armstrong said Thursday. “Then you have Vladi …” 

Vladi, as in Vladimir Tarasenko, who has asked the Blues for a trade and 

who the club has been attempting to move since May. 

The conference call with reporters on Thursday provided Armstrong’s 

first public words on Tarasenko since the trade request became public a 

couple of weeks ago, and it was clear that the Blues GM was attempting 

to re-establish the club’s leverage in the situation. 

On multiple occasions, Armstrong made it a point to say that if the Blues 

can’t find the deal they want for Tarasenko, he will be returning. 

“Vladi has to prepare like he’s coming back to St. Louis,” he said. “He 

has to get ready to play. He is a 30-year-old. I’m sure he wants to play for 

a number of years in the NHL, and he has to come back and have a 

great season.” 

Then, asked later if Tarasenko had burned bridges when sources told 

The Athletic about his trade request and unhappiness with two shoulder 

surgeries performed by Blues’ doctors, Armstrong doubled down. 

“Oh no,” he said. “I see there’s certainly an outlook where I envision him 

putting on the jersey again.” 

As for the assertions that the medical staff mishandled the operations, 

Armstrong replied. “I’m not going to get into the nuances of the ‘he said, 

she said’ things that have been reported. A lot of the things that are 

coming out are so factually inaccurate, it’s shocking.” 

DUNN IS GONE AND TARASENKO IS NOT. 

WHAT’S NEXT? 

STORY      HTTPS://T.CO/2A51WHBN0X 

— JEREMY RUTHERFORD (@JPRUTHERFORD) JULY 22, 2021 

What wasn’t shocking was Armstrong’s stance while telling his side of the 

story. 

The GM said he received the trade request from Tarasenko’s agent, Paul 

Theofanous, just two days after the Blues’ playoff series against 

Colorado ended in May. 

“Paul called me and said Vladi felt it was best if we could try and find a 

different opportunity for him and for us,” Armstrong said. 

Tarasenko, Armstrong said, has a full no-trade clause, and his agent 

provided the Blues with a list of teams that would be his preferred 

destinations. In these situations, Armstrong reaches out to every GM in 

the league and asks if they’re interested. If they are, and they’re on 

Tarasenko’s list, then there may be a deal to be had. If they’re interested 

but not on the list, then Armstrong can present the situation to Tarasenko 

and, he said, “He would have 100 percent opportunity to accept or reject 

the concept.” 

Leading up to last Saturday, when NHL teams were required to submit 

their protected lists for the Seattle expansion draft, there weren’t any 

offers for Tarasenko to Armstrong’s liking, so he left him exposed to the 

Kraken. They did not take him, opting for defenseman Vince Dunn. 

“I felt that, understanding Vladi’s desire to see if there was a different 

opportunity, we would expose him, and if he got claimed in Seattle 

(and/or) traded, it would give him the fresh start that he was looking for, 

and it would also free up some cap space for us,” Armstrong said. “The 

expansion draft went through and Seattle made its decision to go with 

Dunn. So as of today, Vladi is a member of the Blues.” 

The GM did acknowledge the difficulty of dealing a forward who is 

coming off three shoulder surgeries and has a $7.5 million salary-cap hit 

in the final two years left on his contract. 

“We’re dealing with a player that’s coming off injury, which I’m sure it 

affects the other teams, how they view it, and the risk they’re willing to 

take,” Armstrong said. “(But) I view Vladi as a healthy player, a guy that 

has scored 30 goals in the past, on numerous occasions, and a guy that 

should continue to score.” 

There have been reports the Blues don’t want to retain much of 

Tarasenko’s salary, if any. Armstrong wouldn’t acknowledge that, saying 

he’s keeping those details behind closed doors. But he did say that if 

Tarasenko is still on the roster when free agency opens Wednesday, it 

would impact what the Blues have to spend. They currently have a little 

over $17 million in cap space for the 2021-22 season. 

“I know the cap is $81.5 (million), and we’ve projected out what it’s going 

to cost us to keep our restricted free agents,” Armstrong said. “Vladi’s 

money is in that grouping, so it has an effect.” 

Tarasenko could be in St. Louis another few hours, days, weeks or 

months, as Armstrong strongly alluded. 

Since a trade would clear up the Blues’ cap situation, sooner makes 

more sense than later. But Armstrong has to weigh the return now versus 

the return later, plus what effect keeping him around beyond the start of 

the season would have on the team. 

“It’s like anything that we do; we look at the pros and cons,” Armstrong 

said. “We try and envision our decision and how it’s going to play itself 

out. I am surrounded by a very quality, experienced group of people 

here, and we do what we think is best for the organization. If we can do 

something that accommodates the player and the team, we’ll certainly 

put our best foot forward. But my responsibility is to the St. Louis Blues 

and its fan base.” 

While the focus was on Tarasenko on Thursday, Armstrong addressed 

the Blues’ communication with their unrestricted and restricted free 

agents, as well, including Jaden Schwartz and Mike Hoffman. 

As reported Wednesday, Schwartz had contract negotiations with Seattle 

during the expansion team’s 48-hour exclusive period with UFAs, and 

according to The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun, Schwartz and the Kraken 

made enough headway that they could circle back with each other next 

week. 

“Based on where we are today, there’s always a chance that we can get 

something done,” Armstrong said. “(But with Schwartz testing free 

agency), it gives him an opportunity and gives us an opportunity to look 

around.” 

MY LATEST RUMBLINGS AND NOTES POST EXPANSION DRAFT: 

     HTTPS://T.CO/RCGWQVMED9 

— PIERRE LEBRUN (@PIERREVLEBRUN) JULY 22, 2021 

Meanwhile, the Blues are still talking to Hoffman, who scored 17 goals 

this past season, including seven on the power play, and Tyler Bozak, 

who was a glue guy. 

“I thought Mike came in and, once he found some solid footing in our 

group, he was a really good player for us at the end and through the 

playoffs,” Armstrong said. “I have a lot of respect for him, and if he came 

back, I’d have no issues with that. Certainly Bozie’has been a really good 

player for us for three years. So both players, I really respect and 

certainly will keep the lines of communication open.” 

The Blues have four RFA forwards — Ivan Barbashev, Jordan Kyrou, 

Zach Sanford and Thomas — and Armstrong said each will receive a 

qualifying offer from the club. 

In addition to left wing, the Blues will be looking for reinforcements on the 

left side of their defense, especially following the loss of Dunn. After 

Torey Krug and Marco Scandella, the team has a collection of talented, 

yet inexperienced, players. 

“When you lose a player of Vince’s caliber, it makes a difference, but it 

does create opportunities for other people,” Armstrong said. “It’s the 

chicken or the egg a little bit. You want to give young players 

opportunities — the (Niko) Mikkolas, the (Jake) Walmans and, 



potentially, the (Scott) Perunovichs of the world — but to do that you 

have to give them opportunities. 

“I think we need to do that with (Klim) Kostin and Kyrou and Thomas (at 

forward), and the question is how deep do we go on our backend doing 

that.” 

Armstrong said that he could see the Blues getting involved in free 

agency, which would bring a lot of fanfare, but that’s no guarantee. 

“What I think we need to protect ourselves against is making a mistake 

right now,” he said. “You see the long-term contracts given, and you’re a 

little uncomfortable, but you do it and then you’re wondering what you 

did. 

“You just have to understand that it has to make sense for the 

organization today and tomorrow, and whether it’s via free agency, via 

trades or via giving your young players an opportunity, you have to be 

honest with yourself and make sure you’re doing what’s best for the 

organization — not just on (July) 28th or 29th, but something that you 

can live with.” 

Dunn reflects on St. Louis 

A second-round pick in 2015 who played four seasons with the Blues, 

Dunn received a call from Armstrong on Wednesday morning to inform 

him he’d been selected by Seattle in the expansion draft. 

“It was no surprise that I heard my name called,” Dunn told The Athletic 

on Thursday. “It’s a good feeling. At the end of the day, I know that 

Seattle is excited to select me and I’m very wanted by them. If I do end 

up there, that’s amazing. I’m so happy to be part of a new franchise. But 

if not, if it’s somewhere else, I know that I’m just as wanted. So, just the 

feeling knowing that teams are out there and they’re asking for me, that’s 

a good feeling inside and it makes me feel good about myself.” 

Dunn was a big part of the Blues’ Stanley Cup season on the team’s third 

pairing, but despite netting 32 goals and 102 points in 267 regular-

season games with the organization, he never got an extended 

opportunity to play top minutes. 

“You always want more, but for all of the circumstances, I was given 

quite a lot of opportunity,” Dunn said. “We obviously had a lot of big 

names on the back end, and it was always a fight for my spot in the 

lineup and my spot in different situations, like power play. But overall, I 

did a lot with what I was given and I’m proud of that. 

“I produced just as much as anyone on the back end (in terms of) points 

per game, and I’m really happy about that, that I was able to do that with 

what I was given. We bring in certain players and pay them a lot of 

money. It’s a business and I understand why things fall in place in certain 

situations.” 

Blues schedule 

The NHL released the 2021-22 regular-season schedule Thursday. It 

does include an Olympic break, although it’s not yet confirmed that the 

league will participate in the Games. 

The Blues will open the season on Oct. 16 in Colorado and play their 

home opener on Oct. 23 against Los Angeles. Other highlights include 

the Winter Classic on Jan. 1 against Minnesota at Target Field in 

Minneapolis and the Blues’ first-ever game against the expansion Kraken 

on Jan. 13 at Enterprise Center. 

The Athletic LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1218007 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Rangers sign former Lightning forward Barclay Goodrow to 6-year 

contract 

Tampa Bay traded the rights to the unrestricted free agent less than a 

week ago. 

 

By Associated Press 

 

NEW YORK — Forward Barkley Goodrow, who just finished helping the 

Lightning win consecutive Stanley Cups, has signed a six-year contract 

with the New York Rangers. 

General Manager Chris Drury announced the signing on Thursday, less 

than a week after acquiring the rights to the unrestricted free agent from 

the Lightning for a seventh-round draft pick in 2022. 

Goodrow skated in 55 games with Tampa Bay this past season, 

collecting six goals and 14 assists along with a team-best, plus-16 rating. 

The 28-year-old, who can play the wing or center, also led the Lightning 

in hits (111). 

In the postseason, Goodrow had two goals and four assists in 18 games, 

adding 68 hits. He is also an outstanding penalty killer. 

Goodrow has played 331 career NHL games over parts of seven 

seasons with San Jose and Tampa Bay, registering 32 goals and 61 

assists. He has won 52 percent of his career faceoffs. 

Prior to joining the Lightning, Goodrow helped the Sharks advance to the 

Western Conference final in 2018-19. He had the game-winning goal in 

overtime in Game 7 of the Sharks’ opening-round series against the 

Vegas Golden Knights that postseason. 

The Tampa Bay Times will commemorate the Lightning’s second 

consecutive Stanley Cup title with a new hardcover coffee table book, 

Striking Twice. Pre-order now. 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 07.23.2021 
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Battling coronavirus, Lightning singer Sonya Bryson-Kirksey implores 

others to get vaccinated 

The U.S. national anthem singer, 54, has been hospitalized for the past 

week with COVID-19-pneumonia. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — Sonya Bryson-Kirksey has lived every day of the past 16 

months knowing she had a “bull’s-eye” on her. 

Multiple sclerosis and other underlying health issues make the 

Lightning’s U.S. national anthem singer more susceptible to illness and 

put her particularly at risk to the coronavirus. 

Though she has been vaccinated, the virus still reached her last week. 

She was admitted to a hospital with COVID-19 pneumonia. Four days 

earlier, she celebrated the Lightning’s second straight Stanley Cup 

championship July 12 with other fans at Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park in 

Tampa. 

“(This) is probably the sickest I’ve been in my entire life,” Bryson-Kirksey, 

54, of Riverview said in a text message to the Tampa Bay Times. 

“Breathing is hard. Talking is hard. … I’m fighting to keep my life.” 

Bryson-Kirksey said she became fully vaccinated in March. She said she 

suspects she may have contracted the coronavirus from someone at the 

celebration who didn’t they know they had it. 

“People who don’t get vaccinated are the carriers of these variants and 

they never even know,” Bryson-Kirksey said. “They need to know COVID 

pneumonia is not your sister’s home-bound mild case. My life has been 

on the line here since I arrived last Friday with a 103(-degree) fever.” 

Bryson-Kirksey, who worked as an Air Force technical sergeant before 

retiring in 2015, has been singing the U.S. anthem before Lightning 

games at Amalie Arena for the past eight seasons. She has become as 

synonymous with the organization as the players and coaches. 

Before the Lightning competed in the Canadian bubbles during the 2020 

postseason, the organization recorded her voice — days after she had 

knee surgery — and sent the audio to Edmonton and Toronto to play 

ahead of “home” games. After the season, the team recognized her 

contributions with a Stanley Cup championship ring. 

I just want to say how blessed I am to have the best job in the lower 

atmosphere! I get to work w/amazing arena staff AND I get to sing for our 

@TBLightning           It doesn't get any better! My most sincere & grateful 

thanks to Mr. Vinik, Mr. Franzone and all who keep me straight. 

pic.twitter.com/8cmpOgBLdO 

— Sonya Bryson-Kirksey (@SonniSings) July 7, 2021 

She is one of the team’s most vocal and visible supporters, is instantly 

recognizable to fans, and is well-loved in the organization and the Tampa 

Bay community. 

“Sonya is a beloved and important member of our Lightning family, and 

an integral part of our game night experience,” John Franzone, vice 

president of game presentation for the Lightning, said in a statement to 

the Times. “We’re wishing her the best and praying for a speedy 

recovery.” 

Local artist Matt Shapiro met Bryson-Kirksey at the start of the 

Lightning’s 2021 postseason run. The St. Petersburg native wanted to 

collaborate on a T-shirt to raise money to fight multiple sclerosis and had 

interacted with her a few times before pitching the idea to her. 

He said encountering her for the first time was like “meeting a sister I’ve 

always had that I’ve never known.” 

“The energy and her passion for MS and her passion for the community 

and just living (was instant),” said Shapiro, who owns the apparel 

business 1771 Designs. “You say hello to her and it’s not just a, ‘Hey, 

how’s it going?’ 

“It’s energetic, and I was telling people it was one of the most impactful 

15-minute interactions I’ve ever had in my life. You immediately want to 

help her. You immediately want to become her best friend. Her energy 

just kind of consumes you.” 

Since news about Bryson-Kirksey’s hospitalization spread, there has 

been an outpouring of love and well-wishes on social media. 

Lightning in-game host Greg Wolf, who has worked with Bryson-Kirksey 

for eight seasons, said he was blown away by the response from the 

local community and foreign fans when he asked for prayers for his friend 

and colleague. 

I need all my PRAYER     WARRIORS to please take a moment and 

send positive, healing vibes to my Ebony, @SonniSings as she’s dealing 

with some serious health matters currently. WE GOT YOU, MAMA! 

#BoltsNation #PositiveVibes @TBLightning #EbonyAndIvory 

pic.twitter.com/QTq2KZAXKU 

— Greg “3LG” Wolf (@3rdLegGreg) July 21, 2021 

“To see the messages and the support and the prayers coming in from all 

over, it’s been overwhelming,” Wolf said. 

“I told her, ‘Mama, I know you don’t feel great, but when you have a 

moment, check your Twitter and Facebook, and see the prayers and love 

that’s coming to you from every angle. And I hope that that’s a smidgen 

of strength that you can gravitate toward to pull you through (this).’ " 

Bryson-Kirksey has been lauded for the tone of her singing, a lifelong 

hobby. 

She started in choral groups in high school before taking part in an 

American Idol-like event at the Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, 

Ariz., where she was stationed. Her second-place finish reassured her of 

her talent. 

In 2013, she was offered an audition to sing for the Lightning. She and 

organist Krystof Srebrakowski dabbled for 15 minutes to find Bryson-

Kirksey’s key before she ran through the anthem three or four times. 

Afterward, Franzone asked if she could attend that Saturday’s game. 

The rest is history, she said. 

Suffering from a sore throat on the day of Game 5 of the Stanley Cup 

final against the Canadiens, Bryson-Kirksey dropped her microphone 

below her mouth and let the crowd help sing the anthem. 

At the end of the night, the Lightning hoisted their second straight Stanley 

Cup. 

The most beautiful U.S. national anthem I’ve ever heard in this building 

🇺🇸#GoBolts #TBLightning #StanleyCup pic.twitter.com/8K6rjhoKt9 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) July 8, 2021 

From her hospital room, Bryson-Kirksey asked the community to help lift 

her up one more time. 

“Implore people not to let their pride stand in the way of getting 

vaccinated to protect the people like me who really can’t fight for 

themselves,” she said. 

Cards and/or letters can be sent to her in care of the Lightning at Amalie 

Arena, 401 Channelside Drive Tampa, FL 33602 
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What to expect from the Lightning in this year’s NHL draft 

Tampa Bay has the final picks of the third, fifth and sixth rounds, plus 

three in the seventh. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

With the Seattle expansion draft out of the way, the Lightning now turn 

their attention to the NHL draft. 

Unless something crazy happens when the first-round picks are 

announced Friday, Tampa Bay isn’t expected to enter the conversation 

until mid-Saturday morning, at the end of the third round. 

Here’s a quick primer: 

When will the Lightning pick? 

The Lightning have six picks in this year’s draft: the final selections of the 

third, fifth and sixth rounds, plus three choices in the seventh. 

Here’s where the team will pick: 

Here are the Lightning’s picks for the 2021 NHL draft 

Round Pick No. From Team (if applicable) 

3 96  

5 160  

6 192  

7 196 New Jersey (2019) 

7 211 Nashville (2019) 

7 224  

Why don’t the Lightning pick higher? 

The Lightning traded some of their picks to acquire cap flexibility, which 

they used to add a key player at the deadline for this season’s playoff run 

and dealt another to move up in last year’s draft. 

In April, Tampa Bay completed a three-way trade with Detroit and 

Columbus, sending their first-round pick and 2022′s third-rounder to the 

Blue Jackets, who sent defenseman David Savard to the Red Wings. In 

exchange for Savard, the Lightning gave up a fourth-round pick in this 

year’s draft. Columbus and Detroit agreed to cover the cost of Savard’s 

remaining salary, and Tampa Bay also received AHL defenseman Brian 

Lashoff from the Red Wings. 

“We (essentially) used our draft picks to purchase cap space to acquire a 

good player and squeeze him onto our team,” general manager Julien 

BriseBois said at the time. “And I know that we’re going to be a harder 

out now come playoff time because David Savard is going to be be 

wearing our jersey.” 

Savard was instrumental in the Lightning’s journey to a second straight 

Stanley Cup, handing out five assists and setting up Ross Colton’s Cup-

clinching goal against the Canadiens in Game 5 of the final. 

In October, Tampa Bay sent its 2020 fourth-round pick and a second-

round pick in 2021 to Montreal to move up five spots in the second round 

of last season’s draft, to select forward Jack Finley. 

The Lightning picked up two additional seventh-round picks in this year’s 

draft by trading goaltenders Louis Domingue and Conor Ingram in 

separate deals in 2019. Domingue was was traded to the Devils, the pick 

conditional upon Domingue playing in at least seven games for New 

Jersey that season, which he did. Ingram was sent to Nashville. 

Notable players with Lightning ties taken in rounds 3-7 

Notable players have come out of rounds 3-7 previously? 

Player Round Pick No. Year Drafted 

Ross Colton 4 118 2016 

Anthony Cirelli 4 72 2015 

Mathieu Joseph 4 120 2015 

Brayden Point 3 79 2014 

Ben Thomas 4 119 2014 

Carter Verhaeghe (drafted by TOR) (signed with FLA in 2020) 3

 82 2013 

Cedric Paquette (traded by TBL in 2020 to OTT) 4 101

 2012 

Jake Dotchin (left TBL in 2018 for a breach of contract) 6

 161 2012 

Blake Coleman (drafted by NJD)3 75 2011 

Ondrej Palat 7 208 2011 

Radko Gudas (traded by TBL in 2015 to PHI) 3 66

 2010 

Louis Domingue (drafted by ARI Pheonix) (traded by TBL in 2019 to 

NJD) 5 138 2010 

Luke Witkowski 6 160 2008 

Alex Killorn 3 77 2007 

Anton Stralman (drafted by TOR) (Signed with FLA in 2019) 7

 216 2005 

Ryan Callahan (drafted by NYR) 4 127 2004 

Valtteri Filppula (drafted by DET) (traded by TBL in 2017 to PHI) 3

 95 2002 

Curtis McElhinney (drafted by CGY) 6 176 2002 

Brad Richards (traded by TBL in 2008 to DAL) 3 64

 1998 
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Lightning anthem singer Sonya Bryson-Kirksey battling coronavirus: 

report 

The U.S. national anthem singer is fighting for her life at a local hospital, 

according to a television report. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

Lightning fans were sending love, prayers and well-wishes Wednesday to 

anthem singer Sonya Bryson-Kirksey, who is fighting for her life at a local 

hospital following a coronavirus diagnosis, WFLA-Channel 8 reported 

late that night. 

“She wanted the community to know to get vaccinated,” reporter Melanie 

Michael said Bryson-Kirksey’s husband, Jimmie Kirksey Jr., told her from 

the hospital room, “so you don’t infect anyone else.” 

Bryson-Kirksey, who worked as a U.S. Air Force technical sergeant 

before retiring from the armed forces in 2015, has been singing the U.S. 

anthem for the past eight seasons before Lightning games at Amalie 

Arena. 

“She is like a ball of life and light,” coach Jon Cooper said earlier this 

season. “Her smile radiates, and there’s a reason the people love her, 

not only because of her voice.” 

Popular with fans and visible at community events, Bryson-Kirksey 

attended last week’s boat parade at Julian B. Lane Park in Tampa, which 

celebrated the Lightning’s Stanley Cup win over the Montreal Canadiens. 

She posed for photos with fans and helped celebrate the franchise’s 

second straight Cup. 

She is so important to the Lightning, they took recordings of her voice to 

the Toronto and Edmonton bubbles during their 2020 playoff run and 

awarded her a championship ring when the run ended with a title. 

Boat Party Vibes!! pic.twitter.com/faGqNI8b81 

— Sonya Bryson-Kirksey (@SonniSings) July 12, 2021 

“She’s great,” Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said in May. “You can 

hear the ovation she gets before every home game, so it certainly adds 

to the experience here at the rink. I think she’s been a huge success here 

in Tampa, and certainly a crowd favorite.” 

Bryson-Kirksey, who has multiple sclerosis, recently worked with apparel 

owner Matt Shapiro and fellow fan Sarah Couture to design a tee-shirt 

featuring Bryson-Kirksey’s signature blue lipstick, with all proceeds from 

sales going to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Throughout the pandemic, she has read and recorded children’s stories 

on platforms like Spotify, Google Podcasts and YouTube through her 

Sonni Reading Project, which she started with her sister, Phillis. 

A talented visual artist, she has also provided artwork to local 

businesses, as well as USF, for a multiple sclerosis fundraising auction. 

Those interested in sending cards and/or letters can address them, c/o 

the Lightning, to Amalie Arena at 401 Channelside Dr., Tampa, Fla. 

33602. 

Here is some of the reaction from social media: 

                

She's in our prayers, and she's in good hands. 

— Graphic Interference ن (@migrant_patriot) July 21, 2021 

SENDING ALL OF THE POSITIVITY YOU SENT OUT TO THE WORLD 

RIGHT BACK TO YOU @SonniSings THE #GOBOLTS FAM LOVES 

THE HELL OUT OF YOU QUEEN SONYA!!! YOU GOT THIS!!! 

—             taylormcgann                                         (@TayZillaMane) July 21, 2021 

FULL SENDING energy, vibes, healing, good wishes and all positive 

things to @SonniSings right now!!! One thing is for sure: #BoltsNation 

WILL rally together to help our family! 

— Nick DiMeo (@F5Penguin) July 21, 2021 

Prayers and massive hugs to this Bay Area treasure.              

— Roger E. Rhodes (@RogerERhodes2) July 22, 2021 
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‘They’ll be in my heart forever’: Yanni Gourde on leaving the Lightning 

and Tampa 

 

By Joe Smith Jul 22, 2021 

 

The last 24 hours have been a whirlwind for Yanni Gourde. 

It began with the unforgettable phone call from GM Julien BriseBois at 

noon Wednesday, eight hours before the Seattle Kraken expansion draft. 

“You got picked,” BriseBois told the veteran forward. 

Gourde, 29, said there were a ton of emotions that hit him all at once. 

There was excitement for a new challenge with an expansion team, 

stress over his family’s ensuing cross-country move. There was also 

disappointment in leaving the Lightning, his teammates, who were 

bonded for life after winning back-to-back Stanley Cups. This was the 

organization that had given him a chance as an undrafted free agent in 

2014. They believed in him, developed him, allowed him to flourish. 

After a half dozen moves around North America, he had finally found a 

home. 

“For a few years at least,” Gourde said with a chuckle in a phone 

conversation Thursday. “Hockey is unpredictable. That’s what makes it 

so exciting. It’s part of what makes it special. You’ve just got to roll with 

it.” 

That’s what the Gourdes are doing. He’s still at his Davis Islands home 

recovering from Monday’s shoulder surgery. Gourde and wife Marie’s 

three-year-old daughter, Emma, just finished up school. They told her 

they were moving to Seattle, that she’d get a chance to make new 

friends, see new things. 

Gourde is pumped, too. Sure, it’s tough to leave Tampa Bay and “the 

boys,” a group that’s likely to contend for a third straight Cup. But Gourde 

sees what the Kraken are building in the Pacific Northwest and sees 

something unique. 

“It’s going to be an unreal experience,” Gourde said. “I’m excited to go 

there, play some hockey in front of the fans, they’re going to be one of 

the best. It seems like they’re an A-plus organization. It’s going to be a 

new challenge that is going to come with a lot of challenges. I think we’re 

ready for that.” 

Lightning teammates offered an outpouring of support on social media 

since the Seattle draft, calling Gourde a “warrior,” “mentor,” a “heart and 

soul” type player. There will be a chance for heartfelt goodbyes in person 

in the next few weeks before they leave. And then BriseBois will have to 

try to find a way to replace him. 

“It’s been quite a ride, honestly,” Gourde said. “Leaving this team, this 

organization, they gave me the opportunity in the first place. Leaving 

these guys, we have such a tremendous group here. These guys are 

amazing. We won two Stanley Cups. It doesn’t happen quite often. 

“It’s definitely something I’m going to cherish forever.” 

Gourde knew this was a possibility since Sunday morning when the 

Lightning’s expansion protection list came out and he wasn’t on it. Tampa 

Bay decided to go with an eight skater format, protecting their top four 

defensemen: Ryan McDonagh, Victor Hedman, Erik Cernak and Mikhail 

Sergachev. They could only keep four forwards, with captain Steven 

Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov, Anthony Cirelli and Brayden Point. 

That meant Gourde, Alex Killorn, Ondrej Palat, among others, were 

exposed. 

Was Gourde surprised? Hurt? 

“It’s a tough question, honestly,” Gourde said. “Julien had a very tough 

decision to make, between four D or multiple forwards. In the end, you 

have unprotected me, Killorn and Pally, and multiple other players, so 

many great players. I thought, we have other very good players. 

“I was a little surprised (the Kraken) picked me.” 

Marie, three-year-old Emma, and Yanni Gourde. 

Gourde fit the identity of the team Kraken general manager Ron Francis 

wanted to build. The Hall of Famer craved competitors with character, 

hockey sense and speed, and Gourde epitomizes those qualities. He’s 

got a nonstop motor, contagious energy and heart that endears himself 

to teammates and fans. 

Francis said he picked Gourde even after knowing the likely top-six 

center would be sidelined for potentially the first month of the season 

following shoulder surgery, which requires a four-month rehab. They’ll 

still have plenty of time to appreciate Gourde, who has four years left at 

$5.166 million AAV. 

Gourde said the shoulder injury — a labrum issue — had been lingering 

for a few years. They did an MRI at the start of the season and debated 

doing something earlier. 

“We managed it the whole year, so everything went well,” Gourde said. 

“Then at the end of the season, we said, ‘We need to clean that out, 

make sure it doesn’t keep nagging.’ Definitely get it over with, so we can 

move forward.” 

Gourde will still be in Tampa for a bit while they tie up some loose ends, 

like selling their home. 

“You know anyone?” he asked, laughing. He’s thrilled he’ll get a chance 

to bring the Cup back to his hometown outside of Montreal in mid-

August, one of a group of teammates that include Killorn, David Savard, 

Mathieu Joseph and, of course, BriseBois. 

“It’ll be a dream come true,” Gourde said. “I can’t wait.” 

Before we hung up, Gourde wanted to deliver a message to Lightning 

fans. He appreciated how much they supported him from his NHL debut 

six years ago to the last two Cup runs, when Gourde’s line with Barclay 

Goodrow and Blake Coleman was a difference-maker. 

“The fans, they were so good to me,” Gourde said. “They’ll be in my heart 

forever. 

“Tampa, it’ll always have a special place in my heart.” 
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The Leafs will pick up in 2021-22 just where they left off — facing the 

Canadiens at home 

 

By Mark Zwolinski 

 

The Maple Leafs released their 2021-22 schedule Thursday and it starts 

with a back-to-back bang: opening night at home to Montreal on Oct. 13, 

and a road game in Ottawa the next night. 

The Leafs are opening against the Canadiens, the team that knocked 

them out of the 2021 playoffs, for the second straight season and for the 

third time in four years. 

The NHL is expecting teams will play a normal 82-game regular season 

after the pandemic reduced the number of games played the past two 

seasons. And there’s a three-week break built into the schedule in 

February, suggesting but not guaranteeing NHL players will participate in 

the Beijing Winter Olympics. “If things change (and the break is not 

needed), we’ll do what needs to be done,” league commissioner Gary 

Bettman said Wednesday. 

While the Leafs will open and close the 2021-22 season at home — the 

final game is April 29 against Boston — they play 10 of 15 games on the 

road in April, including four straight before the finale. That could test the 

team as it tries to secure home-ice advantage and end a run of five 

consecutive first-round exits in the playoffs. 

Among the numbers that stand out for the Leafs: They will play on 

consecutive nights 13 times; their longest homestand (Oct. 30-Nov. 8) 

and their longest road trip (Jan. 6-15) are both five games; they play 

more home games in March (nine) than in any other month; and 

Saturday will be their busiest day of the week with 22 games, 10 at home 

and 12 on the road. 

Here are a few games to WATCH: 

Nov. 4: the first meeting of the season with two-time defending Stanley 

Cup champion Tampa Bay; 

Dec. 1: the first meeting with Colorado, the pre-season favourite to win 

the Cup; 

Dec. 14: the first visit to Edmonton, with the Oilers featuring Connor 

McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and, perhaps, Zach Hyman; 

Dec. 19: the first visit to Seattle to play the expansion Kraken; 

March 8: the first chance for fans to see the Kraken in Toronto. 
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Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas is going to stick with the players that have 

got him this far, except maybe for Zach Hyman 

 

By Kevin McGran 

 

Kyle Dubas certainly didn’t sound desperate. He certainly wasn’t at a loss 

for answers or ideas. But he did sound defiant, betting “everything” on a 

team he has built that has so far mostly only disappointed its fan base. 

“I believe in this in this group, and I believe that they are going to get it 

done,” he said. “I believe that they’re going to win.” 

The Maple Leafs general manager was speaking to the media via a 

Zoom call Thursday, explaining the logic in trading for and losing Jared 

McCann in the expansion draft, the situation with his free agents, 

including Zach Hyman, and why the team is comfortable having just three 

draft picks Saturday. 

But mostly he talked about next season, and why the 2021-22 Leafs will 

look an awful lot like the 2020-21 version. 

“I understand that comes with certain doubt because of the fact that we 

have not broken through in the playoffs, but it’s my belief that they will. I 

believe in them as players and I believe in them as people. And I know 

that that decision lies on me, and the risk is for me, going ahead that 

way. So I’m comfortable with it. I believe that we’re going to see the best 

version of this group next season that we’ve seen yet, and I’m willing to 

bet to bet everything on that.” 

For a moment, it didn’t sound like Dubas. It sounded like another news 

conference, ages ago, when then-GM John Ferguson Jr. and then-coach 

Paul Maurice addressed the media prior to the 2007-08 season. The 

team had missed the playoffs by a point two years in a row. The walls 

were closing in on that regime. 

“We’ll make the playoffs and compete for the Stanley Cup,” Maurice said 

then. 

“They’re no longer rookies, they’re no longer second- or third-year 

players ... It’s time for them to take responsibility for the outcome of this 

club,” Ferguson said. 

The Leafs didn’t make the playoffs that year. Ferguson was replaced 

mid-season by Cliff Fletcher. Maurice lasted to the end of the season 

before being replaced by Ron Wilson. 

The pair knew back then that their time was limited if the Leafs didn’t 

make the playoffs, so they may as well go all-in on what they had. 

Dubas, whose Leafs have yet to win a post-season series, seems to 

have reached that same conclusion. Go with what got him here. To make 

a significant change now would be to admit he was wrong all along, and 

it would probably alter the course of the team. 

And he’s not necessarily wrong. If John Tavares had not got hurt, or if the 

Leafs had come up with an overtime goal, the conversation might be very 

different this off-season. 

“Once something’s over, you try to park it and get past it and not live in 

that,” Dubas said. “(We) look at how can we take this group and how can 

we push them to break through.” 

His trust remains in an analytical approach to the game, and that means 

putting a price tag on players, hoping they play to the contract or exceed 

it. 

Hyman, for example, seems destined to hit free agency if he is not dealt 

outright to the Oilers in a sign-and-trade before free agency starts 

Wednesday. The Oilers are offering a seven-year deal worth about $5.5 

million (U.S.) a year, or an eight-year deal worth about $5.1 million a 

year. 

The Leafs’ offer is considerably lower, in part because of the constraints 

of their cap situation. But Dubas also does not want to overpay, and 

Hyman could end up being the biggest loss of the Auston Matthews era. 

“We’re going to have to make difficult decisions and it will be on myself, 

more than anybody else, and our management group to begin to replace 

the different talent and the different intangibles that a player brings to the 

room,” Dubas said. “Zach has shown night in and night out that he’s 

going to give his very best to the Toronto Maple Leafs, and we certainly 

have valued that over the years and that’s why we’ve tried to find a 

solution here, but Zach has earned every dollar that he’s going to get in 

free agency.” 

As for other business this week: 

McCann was acquired as insurance if the team lost Alex Kerfoot in the 

Seattle expansion draft. The Leafs expected to lose one of the two, and 

the price would ultimately be the prospect (Filip Hallander) and late draft 

pick they traded to Pittsburgh to acquire McCann. The Leafs briefly 

considered protecting McCann and Kerfoot, but that would have meant 

exposing and probably losing defenceman Justin Holl, who fills a 

shutdown role for a team-friendly cap hit of $2 million a year. Dubas 

described Holl as not replaceable. 

The Leafs have only three picks over the seven rounds of this weekend’s 

NHL entry draft, none in Friday’s first round. Dubas reminded the media 

the team picked 12 players last year, when the team had more complete 

information on players. Many of those who will be drafted Friday and 

Saturday are coming off partial seasons, or barely played at all. “We still 

expect our scouting staff here to do a great job with the three picks we’ve 

got,” Dubas said. 

Dubas said the door remains open for some of the team’s free agents — 

goalie Frederik Andersen, forward Alex Galchenyuk and, possibly, 

defenceman Zach Bogosian. And the GM said he would pursue trades if 

he couldn’t find value in the free-agent market. But he also expects some 

prospects to push for positions, including forwards Joey Anderson and 

Nick Robertson and defencemen Rasmus Sandin, Timothy Liljegren, 

Kristians Rubins and Mac Hollowell. 
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TRAIKOS: Owen Power expected to go No. 1 in Friday's NHL Entry Draft 

 

Michael Traikos 

 

The thing that scout Mark Seidel misses the most is being at the rink. 

That’s where the most information on draft-eligible prospects is gathered. 

Not just in watching the games in person, but in talking to other scouts, 

general managers and agents over a bad cup of coffee. It’s a piece of the 

puzzle that COVID-19 took away in a year where some prospects were 

forced to play limited games overseas and others simply did not play at 

all. 

No wonder Seidel and many other scouts wrote their lists in pencil this 

year — and kept an erasure handy. 

“I don’t have any really feel,” said the chief scout for North American 

Central Scouting. “Usually I have an idea as to who guys like. But it’s 

bizarre. After the 12th pick, it’s anyone’s guess.” 

With that in mind — and with erasures in hand — here is a look at who 

could end up being selected in the first round of Friday’s NHL Entry Draft: 

1. Buffalo: Owen Power, D, Michigan (NCAA) 

With Jack Eichel’s future in doubt, don’t be surprised if the Sabres take a 

long, hard look at Matthew Beniers. At the same time, with Will Borgen 

lost to Seattle and Rasmus Ristolainen also on his way out, it might make 

even more sense to surround No. 1 overall pick Rasmus Dahlin with 

another franchise defenceman. “I think there’s a sizeable gap between 

him and the rest,” said Seidel. “Is he a slam-dunk No. 1? Yeah, but it’s 

Buffalo. You never know what they’re going to do.” 

2. Seattle: Matthew Beniers, C, Michigan (NCAA) 

Following Wednesday’s expansion draft, Yanni Gourde looks like he’ll be 

the Kraken’s No. 1 centre, followed by Jared McCann and Brandon 

Tanev. That’s not exactly a position of strength. So it makes sense that 

Beniers would end up in Seattle. “We have him at seven, but I’d be real 

shocked if he doesn’t go two or three,” said Seidel. “People compare him 

to Jonathan Toews, but Toews has a lot more offence to his game than 

Beniers. Either way, you’re getting a hard-working, two-way guy.” 

3. Anaheim: William Eklund, LW, Djurgardens (Sweden) 

Only Detroit scored fewer goals than the Ducks last season, so you have 

to think that injecting some offence into the rebuilding roster is a top 

priority, especially after Anaheim selected defenceman Jamie Drysdale 

with the No. 6 pick last year. “I think William Eklund has the most upside 

of any player in this draft,” said Seidel. “I think he’s got a chance to be 

the best player. I see some Tim Stutzle in him.” 

4. New Jersey: Dylan Guenther, RW, Edmonton (WHL) 

One of the reasons why No. 1 overall pick Jack Hughes has yet to 

become a franchise centre is because the Devils lack wingers who can 

finish off a play. Guenther should help in that regard. He had 12 goals in 

12 games with the Oil Kings this year and led the team in goal-scoring 

last season. “He’s a shooter, 100%,” said Seidel. “He’s going to score a 

lot of goals.” 

5. Columbus: Brandt Clarke, D, Barrie (OHL) 

While Patrik Laine could use a centre to get him the puck, an even bigger 

need could be on the backend now that Seth Jones is reportedly on his 

way out. Clarke, whom Seidel had ranked No. 1 on his mid-term list 

before dropping him to fifth overall after a so-so showing at the under-18 

world championship, would fill that void. “He’s still a dynamic player, who 

has a lot of upside,” said Seidel. 

6. Detroit: Simon Edvinsson, D, Frolunda (Sweden) 

The 6-foot-4 Edvinsson patterns his game after fellow countryman Victor 

Hedman, whom GM Steve Yzerman watched developed while in Tampa 

Bay. “He’s so big and he can’t skate really well,” said Seidel. “When you 

have that combination of physical abilities, teams fall in love with them.” 

7. San Jose: Kent Johnson, C, Michigan (NCAA) 

A teammate of Power and Beniers, the 6-foot-1 and 167-pound Johnson 

is not as finished a product as the other two players, but the potential is 

there for something special. “I think Kent Johnson has a lot of untapped 

offensive ability,” said Seidel. “He’s got way more offensive upside than 

Beniers.” 

8. Los Angeles: Jesper Wallstedt, Lulea (Sweden) 

Could Wallstedt, whom NHL Central Scouting lists as the top-ranked 

international goalie, be Jonathan Quick’s successor? He certainly has the 

pedigree. “We’ve got him at 37, but he’s going to go way above that,” 

said Seidel. “Some teams love him. If he’s as good as some teams think 

he’s going to be, he could be another Andrei Vasilevskiy.” 

9. Vancouver: Luke Hughes, D, U18 (NTDP) 

Selecting the younger — and much bigger — brother of Quinn as a future 

defence partner would make perfect sense. “He’s a phenomenal skater,” 

said Seidel, “but I don’t think he’s going to run a power play in the NHL. I 

just don’t see those offensive instincts with him.” 

10. Ottawa: Mason McTavish, C, Peterborough (OHL) 

Seidel compares the son of the former Oilers centre to Ryan O’Reilly. 

“He’s known as a pure goal-scorer who at times can be a little lazy,” said 

Seidel. “But at the under-18s, you saw a whole different player.” 

11. Chicago: Cole Sillinger, LW, Sioux Falls (USHL) 

You pretty much know what you’re going to get with Sillinger, whose well-

traveled father played in more than 1,000 NHL games. “I just love the 

way he plays,” said Seidel. “He’s a hockey player. He has a feel for the 

game, puts himself in great areas and is not afraid to go in the dirty 

areas.” 

12. Calgary: Matt Coronato, LW, Chicago (USHL) 

After scoring just 18 goals as a rookie, Coronato opened scouts’ eyes by 

leading the USHL with 48 goals in 51 games. “He kind of came out of 

nowhere,” said Seidel. “A few years ago, none of us would have 

considered him to be a top-15 pick, but I think he might be the best pure 

scorer in this year’s draft.” 

13. Philadelphia: Chaz Lucius, C, U18 (NTDP) 

14. Dallas: Carson Lambos, D, Winnipeg (WHL) 

15. NY Rangers: Nikita Chibrikov, RW, St. Petersburg (KHL) 

16. St. Louis: Fabian Lysell, RW, Frolunda (Sweden) 

17. Winnipeg: Zachary Bolduc, C, Rimouski (QMJHL) 

18. Nashville: Olen Zellweger, D, Everett (WHL) 

19. Edmonton: Aatu Ray, C, Karpat (Finland) 

20. Boston: Xavier Bourgault, C, Shawinigan (QMJHL) 

21. Minnesota: Fyodor Svechkov, LW, Togliatti Ladya (Russia) 

22. Detroit (via Washington): Tyler Boucher, RW, U18 (NTDP) 

23. Florida: Corson Ceulemans, D, Brooks (AJHL) 

24. Columbus (via Toronto): Ayrton Martino, LW, Omaha (USHL) 

25. Minnesota (via Pittsburgh): Oskar Olausson, RW, Sodertalje 

(Sweden) 

26. Carolina: Isak Rosen, RW, Leksand (Sweden) 

27. Colorado: Francesco Pinelli, C, Kitchener (OHL) 

28. New Jersey (via NY Islanders): Dylan Duke, LW, U18 (NTDP) 

29. Vegas: Chase Stillman, C, Sudbury (OHL) 

30. Montreal: Sean Behrens, D, U18 (NTDP) 

31. Columbus (via Tampa Bay): Brennan Othmann, LW, Flint (OHL) 

*Arizona forfeited its first-round pick due to draft combine testing 

violations 
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Leafs-Habs will start regular season as NHL schedule released 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

The Maple Leafs 2021-22 campaign will begin right where last year’s 

devastating playoff defeat grounded them. 

Released Thursday night, the 82-game schedule and first since COVID-

19 curtailed two seasons, starts for Toronto on Oct. 13 versus the 

Montreal Canadiens at SBA where Toronto lost Game 7 of the opening 

round. There will hopefully be a full house of 19,000-plus for the 104th 

home opener – if the pandemic stays on the wane. 

Toronto’s ‘21-22 schedule highlights: 

* Back-to-back opening week, Oct. 13 vs. the Habs, first road game next 

night in Ottawa to renew the Battle on Ontario. 

* First game over the U.S. border since March 6, 2020 will be Oct. 23 at 

Pittsburgh. 

* First game against the expansion Seattle Kraken at Climate Change 

Arena is Dec. 19 at the end of a road trip to Edmonton, Calgary and 

Vancouver. 

* Last regular season game April 29 at home vs. Boston 

* Longest home stand: 5 games, Oct. 30-Nov. 8. 

* Longest road: 5 games, Jan. 6-15. 

* Back-to-backs: 13, including eight before the February Olympic break. 

* Busiest month: April, with five home games, 10 road. 

* Busiest day: Saturdays, with 22 games, 10 home, 12 road. 

NHL schedule highlights  (1,312 total games) 

* Oct. 12 – Kraken’s debut game at Las Vegas. 

* Oct. 12 – Tampa Bay Lightning raise Stanley Cup banner at home vs. 

Pittsburgh. 

* Oc. 23 – Kraken open Climate Change Arena vs. Vancouver. 

* Dec. 7 – Rematch of Cup final, Lightning at Montreal. 

* Jan. 1 – Outdoor game, Winter Classic, Minnesota vs. St. Louis at 

Target Field in Minneapolis. 

* Feb. 4-5 – All-Star game at Las Vegas. 

* Feb. 7-22, break for possible NHL participation in Olympic Games in 

Beijing. 

* Feb. 26 – Outdoor game, Stadium Series, Predators vs. Tampa Bay at 

Nissan Stadium in Nashville. 

* March 3 – New Oiler Duncan Keith’s return to Chicago. 

April 29 – End of schedule 

Each team plays all others at least twice, three or four games vs. the 

seven others in its division, three games against the eight in the other 

division in its conference and two vs. the 16 clubs from the other 

conference. 
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With not much cash in hand, Dubas ready to explore free agency while 

saying bye to Hyman 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Kyle Dubas made it clear again on Thursday. 

The Maple Leafs general manager believes in his group — considering 

he built it, it’s not a huge surprise for him to say that, first-round playoff 

losses be damned — and believes they are going to get it done, which 

means he thinks a Stanley Cup will be won in the not-too-distant future. 

Dubas couldn’t have been talking about the same group that lost in 

seven games to the Montreal Canadiens in May. That group included 

winger Zach Hyman. 

Going forward, it’s awfully doubtful the Leafs will be able to keep their 

hardest-working player, as the 29-year-old Hyman appears destined to 

join the Edmonton Oilers, either in a sign-and-trade with the Leafs or in 

free agency once it kicks in on July 28. 

The group that Dubas believes in would be significantly lesser with 

Hyman gone, and if you think the GM can add a player of similar value 

when he has less than $9.5-million US in his savings account and must 

at least bring aboard an impactful goaltender, good luck. 

Dubas doesn’t have to be told what the team will be losing in Hyman, 

who developed into an important cog in the Leafs’ engine since his rights 

were acquired from the Florida Panthers in 2015.  

“Zach has shown night in and night out that he’s going to give his very 

best to the Leafs, and we have valued that over the years and that’s why 

we’ve tried to find a solution,” Dubas said on Thursday. “Zach has earned 

every dollar that he’s going to get in free agency and he’s done it 

certainly not the easy way. 

“There are going to be times as we go through this, especially with the 

salary cap being what it is, and commitments that we made where we’re 

going to have to make difficult decisions. 

“That will be on myself more than anybody else and our management 

group to begin to replace the different talent and the different intangibles 

that a player brings in the room and also continue to see growth from our 

own players that are already signed here in those areas.” 

Whether Hyman gets eight years (in a sign-and-trade) or seven years (on 

the open market) with Edmonton, the thinking is the annual average 

value won’t be higher than $5.5 million. 

Once the roster freeze ended on Thursday afternoon, the thinking was 

that the Oilers and Leafs would start discussing compensation. If the 

teams can’t find common ground, and you would think Dubas would like 

to get something in return, the Oilers will bide their time until the 28th. 

“It was our intention going in to retain Zach’s services,” Dubas said. “He 

has been an excellent player for us for his entire career here and I think 

everyone loves him as a player and a person. 

“We have certain limits that we can go to and we are trying to extend 

ourselves as best we can, knowing that there would be a strong market 

for him.” 

In Edmonton, Oilers GM Ken Holland addressed the possibility of 

acquiring Hyman, who spent Wednesday in the city touring the team’s 

facilities. 

“He’s a player we’re very interested in,” Holland said. “Zach Hyman has 

to make his decision. 

“By next Wednesday, if we get the information that he’d like to sign with 

us and I talk to Toronto and Kyle, what’s the cost? I think we’re a long 

way away from that, but those are certainly things I have to go through in 

making decisions.” 

What are Dubas’ other priorities this summer? 

Dubas didn’t want to say much about his negotiations with a couple of 

Leafs free agents — goalie Frederik Andersen and winger Alex 

Galchenyuk — but acknowledged the door remains open for both to 

return. 

“We need to find a competent partner for (goalie) Jack Campbell and let 

them battle it out,” Dubas said. “We have a lot of belief in Jack and 

looking forward to the steps he takes next year, but we need to address 

that.” 

While Dubas indicated he would like to add depth at forward and defence 

in free agency, his desire is to see home-grown players take the next 

step. At the same time, a defenceman in the mould of Zach Bogosian, 

whom the Leafs like but is probably taking his grit to free agency, is on 

the shopping list. 

“We would like to give both (Rasmus) Sandin and (Timothy) Liljegren 

every opportunity (on the blue line),” Dubas said. “We have to begin 

converting some of these guys from prospects.” 

AMIROV HEADING BACK TO RUSSIA 

Kyle Dubas figures that forwards Nick Robertson and Joey Anderson will 

challenge for jobs among Maple Leafs forwards at training camp. 

If you’re wondering whether 2020 first-round pick Rodion Amirov could 

do the same thing, you can stop. The plan is for Amirov to return to the 

KHL next season. 

After signing an entry-level contract with the Leafs in April, Amirov spent 

time in Toronto to get his feet wet with the team’s development staff 

before heading back to Russia. 

“We wanted him to begin to maximize the things we need to work with 

him on, so that he can transition over here as soon as possible when 

he’s ready to do so,” Dubas said. 

“(Despite a language barrier), I was really impressed with how quickly 

early Rodion picked up on the different developmental areas we were 

trying to work with him on. 

“I think he is going to have a great season with Ufa.” 
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Hyman going, but Leafs GM Kyle Dubas defiant that core Leafs can win 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

Metaphorically, Kyle Dubas is ready to die on a hill with his Core Four 

players. 

And if MLSE security escorts him out to Bay St. a year or so from now, 

he’ll likely be clutching the same roster file he vehemently defended on 

Thursday during a media availability amid a summer of discontent. 

While not oblivious to calls for change on the ice, some for his own 

removal after five first-round playoff failures with him as assistant or full-

on general manager, he’s insistent the plan he helped draw up will finally 

yield results next spring. The last post-season series, blowing a 3-1 

series lead to Montreal, stung the most, in and around Scotiabank Arena. 

Patience is stretched thin with young stars Auston Matthews, Mitch 

Marner and William Nylander at not yet taking the first step to a title, their 

massive cap hits, plus that of captain John Tavares. 

But after a first-place finish in the North Division, producing two all-stars 

in Matthews and Marner and improvements in defensive play, Dubas 

won’t bring a sledgehammer to the main roster, at least to those under 

contract. While UFA Zach Hyman appears to be exiting, Jason Spezza, 

Wayne Simmonds and Travis Dermott have been re-signed and Dubas 

made the Jared McCann trade with Pittsburgh to keep Alexander Kerfoot 

and D-man Justin Holl safe from the Seattle expansion draft. 

“I understand some may look at it and say ‘this group hasn’t gotten it 

done’ and why aren’t there significan changes?’,” Dubas said. “But for 

better of worse, I believe in this group, believe they’re going to get it done 

and believe they’re going to win. I believe in them as players, as people. I 

understand that comes with a certain doubt because we’ve not broken 

through in playoffs, but it’s my belief they will. 

“I know that decision lies on me and what the risk is for me. We’re going 

ahead that way, so I’m comfortable with it. I believe we’re going to see 

the best version of this group next season that we’ve seen yet and willing 

to bet everything on that. I knew what I signed up for. I’m looking forward 

to embracing the challenge ahead, when looking at what might have 

been with a (fortunate) bounce here or there.” 

Indeed, one overtime goal by Toronto against the Habs instead of 

various muck-ups, the presence of a healthy Tavares and a less tentative 

seventh game might have changed the narrative these past seven weeks 

and seen the Leafs get as far as plucky Montreal. But the continuing 

post-season flops leave Dubas with little hope of survival unless there’s a 

marked turnaround in 2022. 

People are sick of the hype, of a proud team and civic tradition sullied by 

17 years either missing the playoffs or not advancing a single round, 

contributing to a league-record 55 years without a Cup. 

Dubas looked with envy at the Tampa Bay Lightning’s response 

whenever adversity arose, making personal and physical sacrifice in 

winning back-to-back. 

“I’m not comparing our team to those that have (persevered to) success 

or who went to the final four,” said Dubas. “But what you can learn from 

them and where we haven’t been able to break through is if you look at 

those deciding (playoff) games back to 2018. We go in a little passive, on 

our heels, trying to feel out the opposition. Teams that have success in 

hockey and other sports go out and attack that opportunity. We’ve shown 

that at times, but in the end when it’s all on the line, we have to be able to 

get to that level.” 

He insists those lessons are being absorbed by his team. But he can’t 

keep protecting Matthews and Marner when the pair of supposed game- 

changers stumble on the biggest stage. 

Losing their left winger Hyman leaves a deep hole and replacing him will 

be a major story through training camp, either with a current roster 

player, a prospect or a bargain free agent. 

“The needs of the group are fairly obvious to me and people on the 

outside,” Dubas said. “We need to find a competent partner for (goalie) 

Jack Campbell and let them battle it out. We’ll have some opportunity up 

front that appeals to a lot of players (he also mentioned Nick Robertson 

and Joey Anderson as possible benefactors if other forwards move up). If 

free agency doesn’t bear fruit on that front, we’ll look at the trade market 

heading into the season. Come September, we’ll be in a different spot. 

“We’re quite happy with our defence last year and that manifested itself 

with the (reduced) number of shots, goals and opportunities we gave up.” 

He underlined his support for Holl, especially as an ideal partner for Jake 

Muzzin that would’ve been hard to replace in free agency if the Kraken 

scooped him. If Zach Bogosian walks, Rasmus Sandin and Timothy 

Liljegren have been waiting their turn, Dubas saying it’s time to give 

these two first rounders more rope on the blueline. 

“Maybe we’ve blocked them a little bit, buy they’ll have to earn it.,” he 

said. 

“I don’t need to BS anyone here. We need to continue to perform at the 

level we’re capable of, all the way through regular season and set 

ourselves up for the playoffs like the best teams do.” 

ENTRY DRAFT PICKS FEW AND FAR BEWEEN 

Toronto’s Zoom war room of draft scouts might need a deck of cards to 

pass the time this weekend. 

Unless the order changes through a trade, they’ll be sitting out Friday’s 

opening round, then bide their time with only three selections at 57th, 

153rd and 185th. But it pays to do your homework as the Leafs have in 

similar drafts with few picks and no first-rounder. 

Nick Robertson went 53rd in 2019 as the first of six selections and is 

already on the verge of making the team. Fourteen years ago, their six 

picks from 74th to 189th yielded Matt Frattin and Carl Gunnarsson (later 

a Stanley Cup winner in St. Louis) and Chris DiDomenico, who played 27 

games for Ottawa. 

But a major complication this weekend — for general manager Kyle 

Dubas and all teams — is that so little data is available on young players 

who had no 2020 playoffs or much of a season at all in ’20-21. 

Anticipating that late trades last year to boost the playoff roster would be 

costly, Dubas said he purposely stockpiled 12 picks from the year before. 

“So, from October 2020 to (now), we’ll add 15 prospects to our system. 

We had a more complete set of information on the October draft and 

knew what would happen to our draft capital at the (2021) trade 

deadline.” 

Getting Nick Foligno from Columbus cost the Leafs Friday’s first-rounder 

and it’s not looking like he re-signs here, though the pick itself is down at 

25th overall. 

“That said, we still expect our scouting staff (headed by John Lilley) to do 

a great job with the three picks and make the most of it,” Dubas said. 

The 57th slot was twice kind to the Leafs, with forward Matt Stajan and 

Jeff Farkas (eight games) eventually making the team from the 2002 and 

1997 drafts, respectively. 
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How Kyle Dubas and the Maple Leafs are preparing for life without Zach 

Hyman and a crucial offseason 

 

By Jonas Siegel Jul 22, 2021  

 

Kyle Dubas emerged from Wednesday’s expansion draft looking a little 

weary. And why wouldn’t he be? 

Not only was the Maple Leafs GM hard at work trying to keep Ron 

Francis’ hands off his roster and hire new assistant coaches, there was 

the regular draft to confront this weekend as well as a roster realignment 

that will (very likely) include replacing Zach Hyman. 

A deal with Edmonton appears to be near for the longtime Leafs forward. 

“There are going to be times as we go through this, especially with the 

salary cap being what it is, and the commitments that we’ve made, where 

we’re going to have to make difficult decisions,” Dubas said, referring, in 

large part at least, to the contracts of Auston Matthews, John Tavares, 

Mitch Marner and William Nylander. “It will be on myself, more than 

anybody else, and our management group, to begin to replace the 

different talent and the different intangibles that a player brings in the 

room and also continue to see growth from our own group of players, 

who are already signed, in those areas.” 

In short, Hyman is part of a middle class — which has, over the years, 

included James van Riemsdyk, Tyler Bozak and Jake Gardiner, among 

others — that the Leafs just can’t afford to keep, even if they adore the 

player and person. 

“Certainly, I think, it was our intention going (into the offseason was) to 

retain Zach’s services,” Dubas said. “He’s been an excellent player for us 

for his entire career here, and I think everyone loves him as a player and 

as a person. But we have certain limits that we can go to, and we’ve tried 

to extend ourselves as best we can knowing that there would be a strong 

market for him.” 

Those limits were, apparently, stretched in an attempt (however futile) to 

keep Hyman: Elliotte Friedman reported recently the Leafs were willing to 

go as long as eight years on a new contract if it meant keeping the cap 

hit down, likely right around $4 million. (It’s a possibility James and I 

speculated about in November.) 

FURTHER TO FRIEDGE'S REPORT: WORD IS THAT AN EIGHT-YEAR 

CONTRACT FOR HYMAN WITH THE #OILERS WOULD COME IN A 

SHADE UNDER THE $5.125M AAV ON RYAN NUGENT-HOPKINS' 

RECENT DEAL. 

A SEVEN-YEAR CONTRACT FOR HYMAN WOULD BE CLOSER TO 

$5.5M AAV. HTTPS://T.CO/LOZSSLXYOF 

— CHRIS JOHNSTON (@REPORTERCHRIS) JULY 22, 2021 

With the Oilers willing to pony up more dollars, however, that prospect 

appears to have faded. (Hyman could always have a last-minute change 

of heart.) 

Just the idea of committing to a 29-year-old who plays a bruising style 

until 2029 merits serious scrutiny. The Leafs can like — love — Hyman 

and still the most logical solution is to walk away, however painful. 

Asked more generally — not about Hyman that is — about the prospect 

of signing long-term contracts in free agency in an uncertain cap 

environment, Dubas said: “It all comes down to value. And if we think 

something is of great value … and the player is going to perform at the 

contract level or beyond, all the way down to the back end of a longer-

term deal, then there’s no issue on our end.” 

Dubas didn’t say so outright, but more or less acknowledged what’s 

become clear in recent weeks (and evident the more time passed last 

season): Hyman’s time in Toronto is very likely over. 

“I think Zach has shown, night in and night out, that he’s going to give his 

very best to the Toronto Maple Leafs, and we certainly have valued that 

over the years, and that’s why we’ve tried to find a solution here,” said 

Dubas, who traded for Hyman when he was still assistant GM. “But Zach 

has earned every dollar that he’s going to get in free agency — and he’s 

done it, certainly, not the easy way as well.” 

Not surprisingly, the Leafs GM was open to the prospect of a sign-and-

trade with the Oilers, the apparent front-runner in the Hyman 

sweepstakes. With an aim on taming the cap hit just a smidge, Edmonton 

could be willing to flip an asset to the Leafs so they can sign Hyman for 

eight years. 

“We’re open to anything that can help to make our team better,” Dubas 

said, “so if there’s fair value to be had there we’ll certainly explore it.” 

What’s fair value to the Leafs is really the question. A late-round pick 

doesn’t do much for the organization at this point. A young player or 

quality prospect is far more appealing. Can the Leafs pry that away from 

a desperate team? We shall see. 

Here’s what else we learned from Dubas on Thursday afternoon. 

Expansion draft strategy 

The Leafs considered going the 7-3-1 protection route after trading for 

Jared McCann last week. 

“It didn’t add up for us in a net positive way,” Dubas said. “But we did 

look at it, investigate it, for countless days prior to the trade and 

subsequent hours after.” 

That strategy would have had the Leafs protect McCann as well as 

Alexander Kerfoot and one other forward, along with the Core 4, Jake 

Muzzin, Morgan Rielly, T.J. Brodie and Jack Campbell. That would have 

left Justin Holl exposed, however, and likely snatched up by the Kraken. 

The Leafs didn’t believe they could replace Holl for $2 million. Protecting 

McCann and Kerfoot would have been gambling on that possibility or, as 

we’ll get to here shortly, an internal replacement — namely, Travis 

Dermott. 

As Dubas explained: “If he’s gone from our team, either in expansion or 

trade, can we replace what he brings at the cap hit? We went through it 

dozens of different ways and looked at every iteration, knowing what the 

marketplace was saying about him, knowing what Seattle was likely to do 

and then looking at the alternatives. 

“You could say, well, we did have guys internally, but then you’re back to 

the whole thing that we’re chasing for years, which is sacrificing your 

defence depth (for forward depth) and then trying to supplement it by 

signing someone that’s inferior to him that’s probably around the same 

cap hit.” 

Justin Holl (Sergei Belski / USA Today) 

In other words, the Leafs could have promoted Dermott into Holl’s spot or 

signed a lesser version of Holl for similar money, and diverted resources 

over to the forward group. But then they — and we on the outside — 

would have looked at the remains of that defence (again!) with a 

skeptical eye. (It would have a big bet on McCann’s upside as an impact 

forward.) 

And while last season was obviously a failure for the Leafs, their defence 

— the top four in particular — performed well. 

Dubas professed his enduring belief in Holl’s ability to continue handling 

a difficult role for the two seasons that remain on his contract. He cited 

his conditioning and “low mileage”; Holl has only played 136 regular 

season NHL games, sitting for all but 11 during the 2018-19 season. Still, 

Dubas acknowledged Holl’s struggles down the stretch and into the 

playoffs and wondered if he simply wore down — from the nightly duels 

with players like Connor McDavid, Nik Ehlers and Johnny Gaudreau, and 

of course, travel in the middle of a pandemic. 

“We just did not think that he was replaceable,” Dubas went on in regard 

to Holl, “and we have a lot of belief that he’s going to have a great 

summer, set himself up to perform at his best for 82 games and through 

playoffs. And knowing Justin Holl, I would bet that he does it over the 

course of the next two seasons. Two years from now, we’ll look back and 

I’m on the record (as far as) my belief in him. 

“I know he’ll play very well for us. “ 

Offseason priorities 

What’s next for the Leafs? 

Well, a goalie, for starters. Dubas said his team was seeking, “a 

competent partner for Jack Campbell — and let them battle it out.” 



“Obviously,” he went on, “Jack had a great season — we have a lot of 

faith in Jack, and (we’re) looking forward to him continuing to take steps 

next year.” 

The Leafs GM said Frederik Andersen’s return hadn’t been ruled out, 

though that scenario still seems unlikely. It’s a possibility only if all else 

fails — for both the Leafs and Andersen. 

The options are dwindling somewhat. 

James and I dove into likely possibilities a couple of weeks back. Since 

then Chris Driedger (Seattle), Alex Nedeljkovic (Detroit) and Jonathan 

Bernier (Carolina) have all found new homes. Are the Coyotes willing to 

trade Darcy Kuemper now after dealing Adin Hill ahead of expansion? (I 

don’t see why not given their likely trajectory next season.) 

The Leafs have about $10 million in cap space, with which they’ll also 

need to address multiple holes up front, starting with Hyman’s soon to be 

vacant spot on the top line. 

We found only 11 forwards pegged to be UFAs who fit the top six bill. 

Hyman was one. Cross him off. Gabriel Landeskog will be too costly. 

Taylor Hall is reportedly staying in Boston. Phillip Danault and David 

Krejci are likely no-gos. Same with Kyle Palmieri, who seems to prefer 

playing in the U.S. 

This leaves Tomas Tatar, Mikael Granlund, Mike Hoffman, Brandon 

Saad and the No. 1 name on our list, Jaden Schwartz. 

There’s a decent chance Schwartz finds more money than the Leafs can 

muster. That could spell the need for a trade, offer sheet or the 

acquisition of two or three middle-six forwards like Brock McGinn, 

Michael Bunting and Nick Bonino. 

The Leafs are unlikely to find a player who neatly replaces all of Hyman’s 

contributions. 

Will Michael Bunting be part of the Leafs’ solution up front? (Stan Szeto / 

USA Today) 

“If free agency doesn’t bear fruit on that for us, we don’t think there’s 

value, then we’ll look at the trade market heading into the season,” 

Dubas said. 

The Leafs have been in contact with Alex Galchenyuk’s camp, and 

Dubas wouldn’t rule out a return. Perhaps the front office checks the 

market first before they circle back to Galchenyuk. 

On defence, it sounds like the Leafs will once again pursue a Zach 

Bogosian type, maybe even — wait for it — Zach Bogosian, if he’s willing 

to return to play for a Canadian team. 

“I think we will try to focus in on a defenceman that maybe perhaps 

brings a little bit more power and presence in the way that Zach did,” 

Dubas said. 

On the other hand, “I think we’d like to give both (Rasmus) Sandin and 

(Timothy) Liljegren every opportunity,” the Leafs GM said. “We have to 

begin converting some of these guys from prospects (into NHL players). 

We’ve blocked them a little bit. (But) they have to earn it.” 

Sandin’s name is likely pencilled into one spot. Liljegren is almost 

certainly bound for the Marlies, though he’s likely got dibs on the first call-

up now that Martin Marincin is finally — finally! — playing elsewhere. 

Core belief 

With Kerfoot back (for now), the Core 4 sticking around and good guy 

veterans — Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds — both re-signed, it’s 

looking like the Leafs will have a lineup that’s not so different from last 

season. 

In fact, zoom out and you’re likely looking at two, maybe three, additions 

up front, one on the back end and one in goal. 

Forwards (10): Matthews, Tavares, Marner, Nylander, Kerfoot, Ilya 

Mikheyev, Spezza, Simmonds, Engvall, Adam Brooks 

Defence (6): Holl, Muzzin, Brodie, Rielly, Dermott, Sandin 

Goalie (1): Campbell 

The Maple Leafs lost to the Canadiens in Round 1 of the playoffs. (Dan 

Hamilton / USA Today) 

Dubas explained why: “I understand that some may look at it and say this 

group hasn’t gotten it done, and so why aren’t there significant changes. 

But for better or worse, I believe in this group, and I believe that they are 

going to get it done, and I believe that they’re going to win. And I 

understand that that comes with certain doubt because of the fact that we 

have not broken through in the playoffs. But it’s my belief that they will. I 

believe in them as players. I believe in them as people. 

“And I know that that decision lies on me, and the risk is for me — and 

we’re going ahead that way. I’m comfortable with it. I believe that we’re 

going to see the best version of this group next season that we’ve seen 

yet, and I’m willing to bet everything on them.” 

That’s Dubas acknowledging straight up, that he’s putting his job on the 

line in backing this group. 

While you can question the front office’s decision to not even 

contemplate breaking up the core in light of playoff failures and a flat cap, 

it’s still a reasonable bet to think this group will eventually find some 

success in the postseason. 

Winning even a round next spring cools the heat. 

The Leafs, of course, can’t take that for granted after 17 year since their 

last series victory. 

You forget that Dubas is scarred as much as anyone by those recent 

failures, and mindful of what needs to change in the future. Namely, 

closing a series out when the opportunity is there. 

“We go into those (deciding) games and I think we’re just a little passive 

and on our heels — we’re trying to feel out the opposition,” Dubas said. 

“And the teams that have success, not just in hockey but in other sports 

… they go out and they attack the opportunity. They don’t sit back and 

wait for the opponent to make mistakes. They go out, they exert 

themselves in the way that they play.” 

The Leafs GM believed he saw it from his own team in Games 2, 3 and 4 

against Montreal and again, at times, in Game 6. “But in Game 7,” he 

went on, “I thought we were a little passive and frozen, and I would say 

the same for Game 5 (against) Columbus the year prior, Game 7 in 

Boston the previous two years, even Game 6 in Boston in 2019 once 

they tied the game. So I think the lesson we learn and we try to impart 

throughout our organization is in those moments, can we get on the 

attack and can we assert ourselves in the way that we want to play. 

“We’ve shown moments of it at times,” Dubas said. “I thought we 

improved upon it this year. But in the end, when it’s all on the line, we 

have to be able to get to that same level. And those teams (that won 

championships), it didn’t always happen to them (right away) either. They 

had to have their own breakthroughs. 

“That’s what we have to work towards here this offseason through 

training camp to the regular season, to get ourselves ready for that.” 

A quiet draft 

A point to keep in mind on what figures to be a quiet draft weekend for 

the Leafs, with only three picks in the bank at the moment: They got busy 

in 2020 — making 12 picks — knowing full well that 2021 would be even 

more of a crapshoot than usual due to the pandemic. 

As Dubas noted, the Leafs’ prospect pool will have added 15 players 

since October by the time this year’s draft wraps. They’ll need those that 

remain from 2018 and 2019 to start inching close to the NHL soon. 

In addition to Sandin and Liljegren, and a whole host of others, Dubas 

counted Nick Robertson and Joey Anderson as candidates to potentially 

earn a look with the Leafs next season. 
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Golden Knights turn offseason attention to NHL draft 

 

By David Schoen Las Vegas Review-Journal 

July 22, 2021 - 6:35 PM 

   

The NHL’s roster freeze following Seattle’s expansion draft ended 

Thursday, allowing the Golden Knights to reopen for business after five 

days. 

But there were no deals announced involving the Knights. And none of 

the team’s unrestricted free agents, namely defenseman Alec Martinez, 

inked a new contract, either. 

That made for an anticlimactic day ahead of Friday’s first round of the 

NHL draft, which often sees a flurry of trade and signing activity.  

“When there’s news, we’ll talk to you about it at that time and we (aren’t) 

going to talk about it prior,” general manager Kelly McCrimmon chided 

during his media availability Thursday. 

Re-signing Martinez remains a priority for the Knights, and a person 

familiar with the situation indicated there have been discussions between 

the sides on a new contract. 

TSN reported Martinez, who turns 34 on Monday, is mulling over whether 

to re-sign with the Knights for less money or walk when free agency 

opens Wednesday. A contending team such as Boston that is looking for 

help on the left side of defense could offer Martinez a significant raise on 

the open market. 

Forwards Mattias Janmark and Tomas Nosek also are unrestricted free 

agents, though Saturday’s acquisitions of Nolan Patrick and Brett 

Howden in separate trades appear to make each surplus. 

“We’ll be a (salary) cap team again, that I can tell you,” McCrimmon said 

of his offseason plans. “Exactly what that looks like as it plays out 

remains to be seen and still depends on some of the decisions we make 

between now and opening day.” 

With little activity taking place on the trade and contract front, 

McCrimmon’s attention is squarely on the draft that takes place virtually 

Friday and Saturday. 

The Knights own six picks overall, including No. 30 in the first round. That 

selection will actually come one slot earlier, as Arizona forfeited its pick 

(No. 11) as part of sanctions handed down by the league for violating 

combine testing policy. They also have the fourth choice in the second 

round (No. 36 overall), allowing the scouting staff led by assistant director 

of player personnel Bob Lowes to focus on a cluster of players on their 

draft board. 

Unlike the 2020 draft, when the Knights were headquartered at Rock 

Creek Cattle Company in Montana, they will set up shop in Las Vegas. 

The second through seventh rounds of the draft are Saturday. 

“I can tell you our staff are extremely excited about the players in our 

wheelhouse,” McCrimmon said. “The guys are really dialed in on the 

players that are going to be available in and around that pick.” 

Buffalo owns the No. 1 overall selection, and University of Michigan 

defenseman Owen Power is widely regarded as the top prospect from a 

draft that lacks sizzle and has several unknowns because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

Two of the three Canadian major junior leagues played abbreviated 

schedules, with the Ontario Hockey League season wiped out entirely. 

Some top prospects headed to play in Europe, while others saw limited 

action, making it more difficult for scouts. 

McCrimmon noted that at midseason he expected there to be more 

variability on draft boards than usual because of fewer in-person 

viewings. But as the process went along and amateur scouts used video 

and other tools to fill out reports as they would in a normal setting, 

McCrimmon became less concerned. In some areas, the Knights may 

even have better coverage and find talent other teams undervalued. 

“I said it to our staff at different times, the more uncertainty or the more 

chaos there is around the NHL draft, the better I feel because I have that 

much confidence in the experience of our staff to sort that out,” 

McCrimmon said. “I think if there are challenges or opportunities for 

competitive advantages, I think this presents that for us a little bit.” 

 

LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1218020 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Here’s the Golden Knights 2021-22 schedule 

 

By Ben Gotz Las Vegas Review-Journal 

July 22, 2021 - 3:47 PM   

Updated July 22, 2021 - 5:44 PM 

 

The Golden Knights will help the NHL kick off the 2021-22 season, which 

will look a lot more normal than last year’s. 

The Knights will host the Seattle Kraken on Oct. 12 as part of a season-

opening doubleheader on ESPN, the network announced Thursday. 

Back-to-back champion Tampa Bay will host Pittsburgh earlier the same 

night. 

After that, the Knights will play 81 more regular-season games in a 

schedule — released by the league Thursday — that looks similar to the 

ones they had pre-pandemic. They will face every team in the NHL. They 

will play each team in the Pacific Division between three and four times. 

They will bounce around more; the “series-style” scheduling they had last 

year is mostly gone. They will get much closer to a typical calendar after 

last year’s condensed, division-only one. 

“This year, I think you’re going to find there’s a lot more things that are 

working their way back towards normal times,” general manager Kelly 

McCrimmon said. 

Highlights of the schedule include Nevada Day and New Year’s Eve 

matchups against the Anaheim Ducks, a Nov. 6 rematch with the 

Montreal Canadiens in Bell Centre and the 2022 All-Star Weekend at T-

Mobile Arena on Feb. 4-5. The 2022 NFL Pro Bowl will be Feb. 6 at 

Allegiant Stadium. 

The Knights and Raiders will play in Las Vegas on the same day twice: 

Oct. 24 and Dec. 5. 

The NHL calendar has an Olympic break soon after All-Star Weekend 

from Feb. 7-22, but it remains to be seen whether it will be used. The 

league and players association are negotiating with the International Ice 

Hockey Federation over player participation in the 2022 Beijing Games. 

A revised schedule will be sent out if a deal is not struck. 

The Knights’ regular season will conclude April 29. They will play on 

back-to-back days 13 times, have two season-long six-game 

homestands and one season-long five-game road trip. The Knights will 

also be on national TV on Oct. 20 when they host the St. Louis Blues on 

TNT. 

Broadcast information for their remaining games and times for all games 

will be released at a later date. 

The Knights previously announced their seven-game preseason 

schedule Tuesday. Training camp will begin Sept. 22. 
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Golden Knights release full 2021-22 game schedule 

 

By Justin Emerson (contact) 

Thursday, July 22, 2021 | 4:12 p.m. 

 

The Golden Knights aren’t the new kid on the NHL block anymore. They 

will start their 2021-22  season with the only team younger than them. 

Vegas will host the Seattle Kraken’s inaugural game on Oct. 12 at T-

Mobile Arena, part of the 82-game regular season schedule announced 

today. 

After COVID-19 shortened the 2019-20 season to 71 games and last 

year to 56, hockey is returning to its full slate starting with the Golden 

Knights’ game against the Kraken and ending April 29 in St. Louis 

against the Blues. 

Unlike last year’s schedule that saw each team play exclusively in its own 

division, this year’s schedule will return to the normal travel of playing a 

plurality of games within the division, three against out-of-division 

conference opponents and two games against each team in the other 

conference. 

T-Mobile Arena will also host the All-Star Game and all the festivities 

surrounding it on Feb. 4-5. 

The schedule has a three-week break built into it after the All-Star Game 

for potential NHL players go to the 2022 Olympics in Beijing. It was a 

condition agreed to in the collective bargaining agreement, but COVID-19 

has changed the calculus. NHL players’ participation has not been 

decided, and a revised schedule will be released later if players do not 

go. 

Vegas plays four of its first five games at home and plays nine of 10 at T-

Mobile Arena from Dec. 21 through Jan. 11. The Golden Knights’ longest 

road trip is five games March 8-15, and they will finish with 10 of 15 on 

the road. 

The Golden Knights will make their first-ever trip to Seattle on March 30, 

and will play against the Kraken two nights later on April 1. 

The Golden Knights released their preseason schedule earlier this week, 

which will begin Sept. 26 at home against the Sharks and end on Oct. 9 

at San Jose. 
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Given the condensed 2021-22 schedule, should the Golden Knights keep 

Marc-Andre Fleury and Robin Lehner? 

 

By Jesse Granger  

Jul 23, 2021  

  

The NHL released its 2021-22 regular-season schedule on Thursday and 

for a second straight year, it’s going to be busy. 

The schedule won’t be quite as condensed as the 2020-21 season and 

will be returning to the traditional 82-game format, but there are a lot of 

games packed into a shorter time frame because of a 24-day stretch in 

February with no games scheduled. 

That’s due to the All-Star break (Feb. 3-5), followed by a nearly three-

week break for the Olympics (Feb. 5-22). NHL player participation in the 

2022 Olympic Games in Beijing isn’t yet guaranteed and is still being 

negotiated, but if the players are allowed to play it will create a sizable 

gap in regular-season games. Vegas, for instance, won’t have a game 

between Feb. 1 and Feb. 25. That means teams will be playing more 

games in fewer days, very similar to last season’s condensed slate. 

The jam-packed schedule is also partially due to a slightly delayed start 

date for the league, with games beginning on Oct. 12 rather than the 

traditional start in the first week of October. The Golden Knights will be 

part of the NHL’s opening night, hosting the Seattle Kraken in the first 

game in their franchise history on Oct. 12 at T-Mobile Arena. 

In total, Vegas will play 82 games in 199 days. Take out the lengthy 

break for the Olympics and it’s 82 games in 175 days. That averages to a 

game every 2.13 days, which is closer to last season’s average (games 

every 2.11 days) than it is to a traditional schedule. 

Add in the fact that there are 26 additional games and much more travel 

in this season, with teams playing all across North America instead of 

just inside their division, and it’s arguable this schedule could be tougher 

to navigate than last year’s. Vegas will also have 13 back-to-backs this 

season, the most in franchise history. And of those, nine will come on the 

road with travel required between games on consecutive nights. 

This begs the question, are the Golden Knights better off keeping both 

Marc-Andre Fleury and Robin Lehner in net? It’s a topic that has been 

debated since the moment the 2020-21 season ended. Vegas has the 

second-most cap space allocated to goalies, with $12 million between 

Fleury and Lehner. Moving one of the two could open up the necessary 

cap room to improve the squad elsewhere. In his end-of-season media 

session, coach Pete DeBoer appeared to be of that mindset. 

“The salary cap and that maneuvering is above my pay grade,” DeBoer 

said. “That’s for Kelly (McCrimmon) and George (McPhee) to figure out. I 

can tell you (the goalie tandem) was obviously an integral part of our 

success this year, in the unique year we were in with a condensed 

schedule and the number of games. It was obviously a blessing this year. 

Next year is a different story. We’re not in those unique circumstances 

anymore.” 

At the time, DeBoer was correct in that assertion, but perhaps the newly-

released schedule has changed that thought process. The Golden 

Knights got excellent play out of their two star netminders last season, 

allowing the fewest goals in the league. Both Fleury and Lehner have 

stated they hope the tandem continues. 

“It’s been great,” Lehner said. “I think it was a strength of the team. I’ve 

played with some really good goaltenders over my career, and playing 

with Marc is a privilege. We’ve grown a lot closer to each other. But it’s 

been a pretty special few seasons. I think we just have to appreciate the 

situation. I think we’ve handled it well.” 

Fleury has said throughout his career that he prefers to play as much as 

possible. He believes that the more he plays, the sharper his game 

becomes, and that he feels more comfortable and in rhythm when 

playing on a nightly basis. But in 2020-21 Fleury had the best season of 

his career with an impressive .928 save percentage, 1.98 goals-against 

average and 20.1 goals saved above average. 

Fleury said he thought the tandem with Lehner helped during last 

season’s unique schedule, when he finally captured his first Vezina 

Trophy. 

“I think this year was a little different, not having so much time off 

between games because we played a lot,” he said. “But I didn’t find 

(rotating with Lehner) too bad at all. It gave me time to have some good 

practice and rest time between games.” 

Lehner also said he believes the benefits of having one of the strongest 

goalie tandems in the NHL goes beyond the rest it provides for each 

netminder. 

“I think a lot of playoff teams throughout the history of the NHL wish that 

they had two (goalies),” he said. “You see almost every year, a good 

team has their starter come up with an injury late in the season or in the 

playoffs. And it’s not always about injuries either. There are some teams 

that figure out certain goalies more than other teams, so it’s always good 

to have the option.” 

McCrimmon spoke with the media prior to Thursday’s schedule release 

and didn’t sound all that concerned about the density of the schedule, 

saying, “It perhaps is more condensed than a normal schedule, but 

relative to last year’s schedule I don’t feel it’s that way at all. This year I 

think that you’re going to find there are a lot more things that are working 

their way back towards normal times.” 

It’s a difficult decision the Golden Knights front office will need to make. 

On one hand, they just saw Fleury play the best hockey of his career 

while working in tandem, and general managers across the league are 

placing a higher and higher emphasis on backup goalies. Look no further 

than Montreal, which risked exposing star netminder Carey Price in 

expansion to protect their high-caliber backup, Jake Allen. The 

Canadiens clearly feel Price’s excellent postseason performance was 

helped by Allen sharing the load in the regular season. The same could 

be said for Fleury and Lehner. Keeping both goalies for this season could 

also lead to stability at the position for the foreseeable future. Fleury’s 

agent, Allan Walsh, recently told The Athletic his client is open to signing 

an extension past 2021-22 that would allow Vegas to keep Fleury and 

Lehner at a reasonable combined cap hit. Trading either now could 

weaken the position’s present and future. 

But on the other hand, Vegas has been eliminated from the postseason 

in two consecutive years due to an inability to score. The goaltending has 

been excellent both seasons, and it hasn’t mattered. The Golden Knights 

don’t have much cap space to improve their offense without moving a 

goalie. The direction they choose in net will likely shape the rest of the 

offseason, which is quickly approaching with free agency opening July 

28. The newly-released schedule could factor into their decision. 
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Other NHL teams are now weaker due to expansion, and here’s what it 

means for the Golden Knights 

 

By Jesse Granger 

 Jul 22, 2021   

 

The Golden Knights may have improved their 2021-22 Stanley Cup 

chances Wednesday night without completing a single transaction. 

Seattle plucked player after player from teams around the league to 

construct its new roster. Vegas, exempt from the expansion draft, sat 

back and watched. And as with any expansion team that enters the 

league, the overall talent gets spread slightly thinner. 

The Kraken’s entrance creates 23 additional NHL roster spots, and the 

expansion process theoretically weakens every team in the league 

except for the Golden Knights. 

This graphic by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn shows how much value 

each team lost through the expansion draft. The Florida Panthers were 

hit the hardest, based on his GSVA model, by losing goaltender Chris 

Driedger. According to that model, the Panthers now have 2.1 fewer wins 

of value on their roster without Driedger. 

On average, teams across the league lost 0.5 wins to expansion. That 

may not sound like much, but in a league with as much parity as the 

NHL, every edge is important. 

Oddly enough, a handful of teams actually improved their roster through 

expansion. Detroit, Montreal, Philadelphia and Los Angeles all lost 

players to Seattle who have a negative projected GSVA score, so their 

overall team value increased on Wednesday. Six other teams – Chicago, 

Ottawa, San Jose, Vancouver, Boston and Carolina – lost negligible 

value through expansion, and their overall projections remain 

unchanged. 

But among the teams that lost the most to expansion, many are expected 

to be in direct competition with the Golden Knights next season. 

The Colorado Avalanche may be Vegas’ stiffest competition in the 

Western Conference, but they lost winger Joonas Donskoi to Seattle for 

nothing. Donskoi scored a career-high 17 goals for the Avalanche 

despite playing a shortened season. He was a contributor on their top 

power-play unit and has registered 30 or more points in four consecutive 

seasons. Now he, and his projected 1.3 wins of value, belong to the 

Kraken. 

The biggest threats to the Golden Knights within the Pacific Division 

could be Edmonton and Calgary – both of which lost key defensemen 

Wednesday. The Flames will be without their captain, Mark Giordano, 

who has played more games and logged more minutes than any player 

in Calgary over the last 13 years. Giordano led all Flames defensemen 

with 26 points in 2020-21 and is only two years removed from winning 

the Norris Trophy. At 1.8 GSVA, he was the second-most-valuable player 

taken by Seattle according to Luszczyszyn’s model. 

Giordano also led the Flames in ice time, but his absence off the ice will 

be as glaring as the empty slot in Calgary’s top-two defensive pairings. 

Giordano won the Mark Messier Leadership Award last season and has 

served as an anchor for that franchise for nearly a decade. 

Edmonton is the only team other than Vegas in next year’s Pacific 

Division to qualify for the playoffs in 2020-21. The Oilers’ expansion 

subtraction wasn’t quite as significant as Calgary’s, but Adam Larsson is 

a reliable defender who played tough minutes and added 10 points in 56 

games. 

“Larsson moving on from the Oilers would leave a gaping hole on the 

team’s blue line,” The Athletic’s Oilers writer, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, 

wrote on Monday. “Not only does he capably handle thankless defensive 

assignments, but he’s also thought to be the intended partner for Duncan 

Keith — the now-38-year-old acquired from Chicago a week ago.” 

Outside of the West, Vegas’ two biggest roadblocks to winning a Stanley 

Cup are likely the Lightning and Islanders. Tampa Bay enters next 

season as two-time defending Cup champs but will be without Yanni 

Gourde, now in Seattle. The third-line center was a key to the Lightning’s 

success, racking up 17 goals and 19 assists playing in a middle-six role. 

Gourde finished fourth on the team in points, scored six playoff goals and 

was an incredibly valuable all-around player with an impressive GSVA 

score of 3.23. 

The Islanders have been runners-up to the Lightning in the East the past 

two seasons and will look to take the next step this season. But New 

York will now embark on that mission without top-line winger Jordan 

Eberle, who was perhaps the most talented player selected by Seattle on 

Wednesday. Eberle finished fourth in scoring for the Islanders with 16 

goals and 17 assists in 55 games. He has remained a consistent driver of 

offense for more than a decade and will be missed dearly on Long Island. 

The Islanders, Lightning, Flames and Avalanche account for four of the 

top six teams in terms of value lost to expansion. Most of these aren’t 

season-altering subtractions for these teams, but they are significant. 

And the fractional watering-down of talent across the NHL as a whole 

should work in the Golden Knights’ favor. In a league with as much parity 

as the NHL, teams are constantly scratching and clawing for every shred 

of competitive advantage, and this is a small win for Vegas. 
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Golden Knights Season 5 Schedule For 2021-22 Has Arrived 

 

 July 22, 2021 

By Alan Snel of LVSportsBiz.com 

 

COVID-19 cases are increasing in metro Las Vegas and that sense of 

normalcy is slipping away as Clark County commissioners mandated that 

all workers in the county wear masks because Las Vegas has too much 

COVID. 

But there’s something on the horizon that might just motivate people of 

all stripes to pull together and regain that normalcy that they want back 

so badly — the Vegas Golden Knights schedule for 2021-22 that has a 

regular full season after the pandemic created the coronavirus playoff 

bubble in 2020 and the 56-game COVID schedule in 2021. 

Yes, there it was in its full glory — the VGK sked for Season 5 with the 

Oct. 12 season/home-opener against the newly minted Seattle Kraken; 

the Jan. 6 game at home when the Rangers and the ol’ VGK coach 

Gerard “Turk” Gallant come back to Vegas; and the Feb. 4-5 NHL All-

Star Weekend in Las Vegas. 

Gerard Gallant 

The schedule ends April 29, 2022 in St. Louis. 

From the VGK: The Golden Knights will have two season-high, six-game 

homestands and the first will begin against Seattle (11/9) and continuing 

against Minnesota (11/11), Vancouver (11/13), Carolina (11/16), Detroit 

(11/18) and Columbus (11/20). The second six-game stretch at T-Mobile 

Arena will start against Anaheim (12/31) and continue into the new year 

against Winnipeg (1/2), Nashville (1/4), New York Rangers (1/6), Chicago 

(1/8) and Toronto (1/11). 

The longest road trip of the season for Vegas will happen in March as the 

Golden Knights will play five straight away from The Fortress, starting at 

Philadelphia (3/8), at Buffalo (3/10), at Pittsburgh (3/11), at Columbus 

(3/13) and at Winnipeg (3/15). 

The team’s 2021 Stanley Cup Semifinal rematch with the Montreal 

Canadiens will take place on November 6 at the Bell Centre in Montreal, 

Quebec. The two teams will also meet in Vegas on January 20. The 

Golden Knights will host the defending Stanley Cup champion, Tampa 

Bay Lightning, on December 21 and will travel to Tampa, Florida on 

January 29. 
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Report: Martinez, Golden Knights Talking but Defenseman Undecided 

 

Published 15 hours ago on July 22, 2021 

By Dan Kingerski 

 

There are only two pressing holes in the Vegas Golden Knights lineup. 

The Golden Knights need a third-line LW, and far more importantly, they 

need a top-pairing defenseman. Sure, the Golden Knights could use a 

few tweaks or upgrades, but the biggest TBD in the lineup is Alec 

Martinez. 

A TSN report says Martinez is mulling an offer from the Golden Knights. 

Martinez, 33, is a UFA defenseman just six days away from seeing what 

the NHL market will bear. 

As Vegas Hockey Now has chronicled, the left-defense market is paper-

thin this summer, and one prominent name just came off the board. The 

Seattle Kraken signed Dallas Stars d-man Jamie Oleksiak to a five-year 

contract with a $4.6 AAV. 

That’s a lot of coin, and Martinez probably wants his share, too. 

The former LA Kings rearguard who spent the first 11 years of his career 

in LA just completed his second year with the Golden Knights. He sprang 

for a career-high 32 points (9-23-32) and filled top-pair minutes. 

Such defensemen aren’t usually cheap, nor are they easy to find. 

Martinez’s six-year, $24 million contract expires next week, and Alec 

Martinez will be free to sign with the highest bidder. 

Given the market with Seattle established for Adam Larsson ($4 million 

AAV) and Oleksiak ($4.6 million AAV), Martinez will likely command a 

similar dollar figure, though probably not a four or five-year term. 

According to PuckPedia.com, the Vegas Golden Knights have just over 

$4.3 million in cap space but only 20 contracts on the books. Recently 

acquired center Nolan Patrick figures to take Tomas Nosek’s spot in the 

middle of the fourth line. Patrick is an RFA. 

NHL free agency begins at noon EST on July 28. The annual free agent 

frenzy will be somewhat diminished again this season because of the flat 

salary cap as more teams come up against it. 
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Capitals hoping to find diamond in rough during NHL draft shaped by 

unknowns 

 

By Andy Kostka - The Washington Times 

Thursday, July 22, 2021 

 

If Ross Mahoney had his way, the Washington Capitals’ assistant 

general manager would have been able to meet with draft prospects in 

person for interviews and scouting. 

But Mahoney didn’t have his way, what with the coronavirus pandemic 

and all. So Mahoney and front office members across the NHL have 

prepared for this weekend’s NHL draft the only way they can, 

incorporating more video review into the scouting process, adding 

additional meetings with scouts and continuing Zoom interviews with 

prospects to formulate targets. 

“You’re trying to make the best of a situation that we haven’t been 

through before with the pandemic,” Mahoney said Tuesday on another 

video conference call with reporters. 

Still, as Washington nears the NHL draft — with the first round taking 

place Friday before the draft concludes Saturday — the Capitals haven’t 

changed one aspect of their approach, even without a first-round 

selection this go-around. 

The team wants to find the best talent available once the 55th pick 

arrives, regardless of position. And Mahoney feels there could be an 

increased chance at finding a diamond in the rough based on the 

scouting limitations each NHL team has undergone this draft cycle. 

“We’ve talked about it as a group that we might be able to get a player 

later in the draft that maybe should go higher, just because of not having 

the normal viewings for all the teams,” Mahoney said. “We’re hoping that 

does happen.” 

There’s a certain element of unknown about many of the players. Some 

junior leagues held abbreviated seasons, while others, such as the OHL, 

didn’t play a season at all this year; the OHL instead opted for a 

showcase in Erie, Pennsylvania. 

That leaves Mahoney to trust the area scouts more, those who have 

seen the players more frequently than he has. In past years, Mahoney 

and other Capitals front office members might see a prospect play live 10 

or 12 times. 

This year, with the altered circumstances, the video review and scout 

feedback were even more necessary to supplement the time missed. But 

there’s still something lacking about watching a player through a screen. 

“The video is very good, but it’s tough to replace a live viewing,” 

Mahoney said. “Sometimes when you’re watching a video, you might not 

have every player visually in front of you at the same time. When if you’re 

at a game and you’re sitting there, you can see everybody in the picture.” 

Washington heads into the draft this weekend with five picks. The 

Capitals won’t have a first-round selection for the first time since 2017 

after trading that pick to the Detroit Red Wings as part of a deal that 

brought forward Anthony Mantha to D.C. toward the end of last season. 

Mahoney didn’t rule out a trade that could potentially move the team back 

into the first round, and he said Washington aims to have their bases 

covered for any sudden movement. 

“You don’t know what will present itself, whether there’s an opportunity to 

acquire a first-round pick or not,” Mahoney added. “Right now, it’s going 

ahead with our list and being prepared to make the picks where we are. 

… We just try to take it as if we’re picking No. 1, or No. 5, or No. 8, and 

treat it that way. You don’t want any surprises if a situation does arise.” 

The Capitals enter a critical juncture of the offseason without much room 

to maneuver. According to CapFriendly, Washington has $9,735,407 of 

cap space available, making re-signing captain Alex Ovechkin and 

goaltender Ilya Samsonov more complicated. 

The team had left Brenden Dillon and Justin Schultz — a pair of pricey 

blueliners — available to the Seattle Kraken in Wednesday’s expansion 

draft, but the NHL’s newest franchise chose goalie Vitek Vanecek 

instead, who’s under a team-friendly contract. 

But before those decisions could come after this weekend’s NHL draft, in 

which Washington could unearth a hidden gem in the later rounds — one 

that could play a major role at Capital One Arena in the years to come. 

 

Washington Times LOADED: 07.23.2021 



1218027 Washington Capitals 

 

For sale, Hinrich jersey, never worn: Capital One Arena cleans house 

 

By Andy Kostka - The Washington Times 

Thursday, July 22, 2021 

 

As the boxes and boxes of merchandise kept arriving at Capital One 

Arena, the scope of the task ahead of Jamal Jones became clear. Jones, 

the director of retail for Monumental Sports and Entertainment, was 

amazed at how much was hiding in storage here and there, gathering 

dust, almost forgotten. 

Until now. 

Capital One Arena will open its doors to fans on Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 

p.m. for a garage sale, with all proceeds heading to the Monumental 

Sports and Entertainment Foundation. When fans enter Capital One 

Arena, they’ll find the concourse almost overflowing with merchandise, 

including signed basketballs and jerseys to lunch boxes, T-shirts and 

pucks. 

Everything is priced from $1 to $30, with the goal to unload the surplus 

gear and merchandise from the Mystics, Capitals, Wizards, Capital City 

Go-Go and Wizards District Gaming. The sheer number of products on 

hand practically offers something for anyone — so long as that anyone is 

a D.C. sports fan. 

“It just kept coming from various departments that I didn’t know had these 

things,” Jones said. “And it’s funny, seeing some of the departments had 

some of the same things and didn’t know it. It’s been pretty crazy to see it 

all come together.” 

The idea was hatched about two months ago when staffers began 

heading back into the office. When they looked around, “we realized we 

had a lot of stuff,” said Hunter Lochmann, the chief marketing officer of 

Monumental Sports and Entertainment. 

So an idea was born. Liz Wardlow, a senior manager of marketing for the 

Washington Capitals, first mentioned the idea, and Lochmann quickly 

jumped aboard. They spread the word around each of Monumental’s 

properties, preparing to stage a garage sale. 

But those finds could be part of the fun for a passionate Washington fan. 

“We had too much in stock, and we’re letting the fans get after it,” 

Lochmann said. “And that’s the other thing: our fans get to come here. 

Who knows, the former players they loved following, there’s an item with 

their image on it.” 

There’s a Kirk Hinrich jersey from his time playing for the Wizards in 

2010-2011 that caught Lochmann’s eye; Lochmann is a Kansas 

graduate, where Hinrich played. 

“Hinrich is one of my all-time favorite players, so I may have to see if I 

can pull rank and get in there and buy it before anyone else,” Lochmann 

joked. 

Lochmann predicts one of the most popular items will be the authentic 

NBA socks, with each pair selling for $1 or six pairs for $5. Mystics 

jerseys are selling for $10, and a slew of Nike apparel is reasonably 

priced, too. 

Normally, Lochmann said they would donate most of the items, such as 

clothing or backpacks. Some of the items available, though, sat in 

storage for so long because “we didn’t know what to do with it,” 

Lochmann said — leaving ample bobbleheads for sale, for instance. 

Once the sale ends Friday night, assuming there’s leftover merchandise, 

the organization will then find a place to donate what’s left, building on 

what they already raised for the Monumental Sports and Entertainment 

Foundation. 

“We know at the end of the day, this was never on the calendar to raise 

money for the foundation,” Lochmann said. “We know it’s all going to a 

good cause. So I think it just makes it that much easier. I think the fans 

can rally around it knowing, if they’re going to plop $20 down on 120 

pairs of socks, it’s going to a good cause.” 

That makes the two weeks of hard work — first transporting the items 

from storage, then organizing them into logical groups along the 

concourse — all worth it. 

“Priced so low, we’re able to make a lot of fans happy,” Jones said. “It’s 

just fun being able to see peoples’ reactions as they come through, they 

shop. They’re kind of doing us a favor. It’s a win-win for everyone.” 

Capital One Arena is holding a garage sale tomorrow (Friday) from 8 

a.m. to 8 p.m., with all proceeds headed to the MSE Foundation. There’s 

practically something for anyone here, so long as that anyone is a Wiz, 

Caps or Mystics fan. 
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8 notable dates as Capitals reveal 2021-22 schedule 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

CAPITALS 

The Capitals 2021-22 regular season schedule was officially released on 

Thursday as the NHL continues heading towards what it hopes will be a 

normal season. 

Washington will play 82 games with its first game slated for Oct. 13. The 

schedule includes both a break for the All-Star Game on Feb. 4-5 in Las 

Vegas and an Olympic break immediately following, though the issue of 

Olympic participation has not yet been finalized. That means the Caps do 

not have any games on the schedule in between their games on Feb. 2 

and Feb. 24. If the league ultimately does not participate, the regular 

season will be revised. 

Gone is the division-only format from last season as the Caps will play 

each team in the league. Also gone is the two-game series format from 

last season that was popular among the players. 
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Chevy has lots of balls in the air 

 

Mike McIntyre 

10-13 minutes 7/23/2021 

 

The NHL's annual three-ring circus has officially arrived, with teams 

doing all kinds of roster juggling and salary gymnastics in an attempt to 

reach new heights. And the man in the middle of the action for the 

Winnipeg Jets admits it's even more dizzying than usual this summer. 

Step right up, Kevin Cheveldayoff. 

"I would say it’s best described as a lot of balls in the air type of thing," 

the Jets general manager said Thursday in a wide-ranging Zoom 

conversation. "Every decision affects another decisions affects another 

decision whether it comes to position or cap or free agency or trade so 

it’s one of those things where you have to kind of be methodical in the 

process." 

The Seattle Kraken expansion draft is now in the rear-view mirror, one 

which saw Winnipeg bid farewell to young forward Mason Appleton on 

Wednesday. 

"It was a tough call to Mason to tell him that he was a selection," said 

Cheveldayoff. 

"On the eve of the draft, we end up losing a player that was drafted, that 

went through our development process, that became a key contributor in 

the American League and then a solid, key, contributor in the National 

Hockey League. It just kind of underscores what the process of this 

weekend (the NHL Draft) is all about. I’m proud of how Mason has come 

through the organization and I wish him all the best. It creates a hole in 

our lineup for sure that we’re obviously exploring right now, the different 

ways to patch that up." 

"It was a tough call to Mason to tell him that he was a selection." — 

Winnipeg Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff on losing Mason Appleton to the 

Seattle Kraken in the NHL expanson draft 

The Jets will try to stock the prospect pool starting Friday night when they 

have the 17th-overall pick along with three later-round selections. This 

year is a bigger roll-of-the-dice than most, with young players across 

North America and Europe seeing limited actions due to the global 

pandemic. 

"It certainly was a challenge. We had some scouts that were more 

fortunate than others and were able to have some live views. But man oh 

man, lots of video, lots and lots of video," said Cheveldayoff. "There’s 

going to be some good players. It’s going to be an interesting process. Is 

it going to be as tight to your list as in the past? I don’t know. There’s 

some good players in our range there that we’d be real excited to have. 

Some of the players that we’ve picked in the past in this range have gone 

on to be very good players for our organization right now." 

Once that event is over, the Jets will move directly into free-agent frenzy, 

which begins next Wednesday. And that's where the immediate look of 

the roster could really change. 

Cheveldayoff said the blue line is an area of focus, although they dodged 

a bit of a bullet this week when shutdown defender Dylan DeMelo wasn't 

selected by the Kraken. He, along with Logan Stanley, Josh Morrissey, 

Neal Pionk and bright young prospects such as Ville Heinola and Dylan 

Samberg are the current and future core. 

The Jets dodged a bullet when they left Dylan DeMelo (centre) exposed 

in the expansion draft only to have forward Mason Appleton selected 

instead. (John Woods / Winnipeg Free Press files) 

"There has to be an opportunity in front of us that makes sense. There’s 

lots of names out there that people say would be great fits, but the fit has 

to be the right thing for both sides," Cheveldayoff said of potential adds 

either through trades or signing UFAs. 

"Again, it will be a function of cap as well. There’s only so many dollars 

that we can shift around or do different things with that respect. We have 

to give some value to the young players that we have in the organization 

and put them up beside what a potential free agent might look like and 

see where things are going to be at 20, 30, 40 games down the road. 

Would you be in a better position with those players having played that 

amount of games and (gain) that amount of experience?" 

"There has to be an opportunity in front of us that makes sense. There’s 

lots of names out there that people say would be great fits, but the fit has 

to be the right thing for both sides." — Cheveldayoff on potential trades 

or UFA signings 

Cheveldayoff hasn't ruled out circling back on some of his own pending 

UFAs, a long list which includes defencemen Tucker Poolman and Derek 

Forbort, forwards Paul Stastny, Mathieu Perreault, Nate Thompson and 

Trevor Lewis, and backup goaltender Laurent Brossoit. The Jets are also 

in the early stages of contract talks with restricted free agents Pionk and 

Andrew Copp, who both stand to get sizable raises. 

The Jets received lots of calls ahead of the expansion draft regarding 

defenceman Logan Stanley. (Ruth Bonneville / Winnipeg Free Press 

files) 

There wasn't a ton of what you would call breaking news coming from the 

usually tight-lipped Cheveldayoff, although he did reveal he fielded 

numerous inquiries about Stanley ahead of the expansion draft, which 

ultimately led to the Jets protecting him over DeMelo. 

"We had a lot of calls on Logan to see if we’d be interested in trading him 

as opposed to potentially losing him, so we went through that process 

and it became very apparent that even if Seattle wasn’t the ultimate 

destination, there was a lot of places that might have reached out to 

Seattle to go in that regard," he said. 

Cheveldayoff also re-iterated the Jets are still in "win-now" mode, coming 

off a third-place finish in the all-Canadian division and a first round playoff 

sweep of Edmonton which was quickly wiped away by a four-game exit 

to Montreal. Winnipeg will move back to its familiar spot in the Central 

Division for the coming campaign. 

Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff says he will co-

operate with an ongoing investigation after two former Chicago 

Blackhawks players claim they were sexually abused by a video coach in 

2010 — only to have the organization cover it up. 

Cheveldayoff, who was the assistant GM in the Windy City at the time, 

made his first public comments on the matter involving Brad Aldrich on 

Thursday, more than a month after it first started making headlines 

around the hockey world. 

"We’ve been in that mode since the day that we actually were able to re-

sign Blake Wheeler. It was one of those things where if he had gone off 

into free agency, I think the path of the organization would have likely 

gone in a different direction," said Cheveldayoff. 

"We have had a lot of ups and downs and bumps and unforeseen things 

happen to us along the way. Be it Bryan Little (injury), be it Buff 

(retirement), those types of situations where we have had to kind of pivot 

on the fly, and we have been able to make the post-season while still 

doing that. That urgency has been there, right from that moment on and it 

continues moving forward here. We are fortunate that we have a good 

group. 

What has happened along the way is players like Kyle Connor and 

Nikolaj Ehlers have really come into their own. Obviously, we have made 

that decision several years ago to give Connor Hellebuyck the reins and 

let him cut his teeth in the National Hockey League; that decision has 

helped us to get to that point where we are at now with a Vezina-winning 

goaltender. So we are hopeful that we can find ways to address it but the 

opportunities again have to be there. We are hopeful that we can find our 

way." 
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Puck drops on Jets' season Oct. 14 

 

Mike McIntyre 

7-8 minutes 7/23/2021 

 

After spending the previous campaign playing entirely north of the border 

due to the global pandemic, life is set to return to normal for the local 

hockey team. That means going back to the Central Division and a full 

82-game calendar in which they face all 31 rivals at least twice. 

It all begins for the Jets on Oct. 14 when they open the 2021-22 

campaign in Anaheim against the Ducks. That's part of a three-game 

road trip which includes stops in San Jose and Minnesota. 

Winnipeg will play its home-opener at the newly-renamed Canada Life 

Centre on Oct. 21 against the very same Ducks. At this point, the hope is 

it can be business as usual and a sold-out crowd will be able to watch the 

action unfold. No fans were allowed in the building for the 28 home 

games last season, and only 500 fully-vaccinated health-care workers 

were let in for playoff games. 

Winnipeg will face the NHL's newest team, the expansion Seattle Kraken, 

for the first time at Climate Pledge Arena on Dec. 9, then roll out the 

welcome mat for the first of two visits on Jan. 8. 

The longest homestand is a seven-game stint starting at the beginning of 

November. The longest road trip is five games beginning in late January, 

although that is actually spread out over an entire month. That's because 

all teams will take a three-week pause beginning Feb. 2 for the All-Star 

game and Winter Olympics break, as long as NHL participation in the 

event is officially confirmed in the coming weeks. 

"It’s interesting. It’s a period of time where you have a big break. Going 

back to when we had the Olympics before, it was an interesting time for 

everybody not to have games in your market place for an extended 

period of time," Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff said Thursday. 

"The good thing for us is we’ll have Moose hockey playing during that 

time and a great opportunity for some people to keep their hockey fix, so 

to speak, going while the potential Olympics would be going on. It 

compresses things in a certain manner when you have those certain 

things. We’ve just gone through a really compressed schedule, but it 

does get you back to a little bit more to the traditional time when you can 

have off days and the like." 

The final night of the season is Apr. 29, with playoffs running through 

May and June. 

Under this year's scheduling matrix, Winnipeg will play a home-and-home 

against the 16 Eastern Conference teams, for a total of 32 games. They'll 

play 26 times against their seven division rivals, which now includes 

Arizona, meaning three or four dates against every opponent. And they 

will play every Pacific Division team three times, for a total of 24 games. 

Add it all up and they only play Canadian teams 15 times, after seeing 

them on 56 regular-season occasions last year. Seven of those are at 

home, with only Edmonton coming to town twice. Vancouver, Calgary, 

Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa pay one visit each. 

The Jets play 11 sets of back-to-back games, with nine of those 

happening on the road and two in Winnipeg. January and March are the 

busiest months, with 15 games each, while Tuesday is the busiest night 

on the schedule with 17 dates during the season. 

"Of course it’s not perfect, there are always things that you would have 

liked to change. The NHL does their very best to listen to everybody’s 

problems, so to speak," said Cheveldayoff. 

There had been talk about the NHL maintaining mini-series going 

forward, in which teams would play more than once in a certain city like 

they did this past year. But that ultimately didn't come to fruition. 

"I think from a hockey standpoint the coaches liked it, the players had 

some time for it. Obviously it does get old in some respects when you 

have to do an entire season of it. I know that there was maybe a small 

appetite to have maybe a little bit more of a trial in that situation, but the 

schedule makers were under a real tough type of situation here," said 

Cheveldayoff. 

"It was a lot easier I think, I may be putting words in their mouths, but it 

was a lot easier when we were in a COVID situation and there were no 

building issues at the time. I think now you’ve got teams that have 

multiple tenants, you’ve got concerts and all the wonderful things that 

we’ve missed over this period of time. I think that all came into play when 

they tried to put it in practical use." 
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Jets GM says he'll co-operate with Hawks investigation 

 

Mike McIntyre 

6-7 minutes 7/22/2021 

 

Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff says he will co-

operate with an ongoing investigation after two former Chicago 

Blackhawks players claim they were sexually abused by a video coach in 

2010 — only to have the organization cover it up. 

Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff says he will co-

operate with an ongoing investigation after two former Chicago 

Blackhawks players claim they were sexually abused by a video coach in 

2010 — only to have the organization cover it up. 

Cheveldayoff, who was the assistant GM in the Windy City at the time, 

made his first public comments on the matter involving Brad Aldrich on 

Thursday, more than a month after it first started making headlines 

around the hockey world. 

"I had no knowledge of any allegations involving Mr. Aldrich until asked if 

I was aware of anything just prior to the conclusion of his employment 

with the Chicago Blackhawks," Cheveldayoff said in a written statement 

released by the Jets moments before he was set to meet with the media. 

"After confirming that I had no prior knowledge of anything, I had no 

further involvement. As this is a legal matter before the courts, I will not 

be making any further comment; however, to the extent I am contacted 

by investigators in this matter, I will co-operate to the best of my ability 

and knowledge." 

In a civil lawsuit now before the courts, one of the players claims the 

Blackhawks refused to do anything about the scandal. Then-skills coach 

Paul Vincent recently told TSN he informed then-president John 

McDonough, general manager Stan Bowman, executive Al MacIsaac and 

skills coach James Gary about the incident, but they rejected his request 

to report the incident to the police. In the lawsuit, the player claims Gary 

suggested he was to blame. 

Former associate coach John Torchetti and former defencemen Brent 

Sopel and Nick Boynton have all confirmed publicly it was well-known 

within the organization. An independent probe led by a former federal 

prosecutor has been launched, although the NHL has refused to say if 

the findings will be made public. 

Cheveldayoff was not reportedly present for that internal team meeting 

where the matter was allegedly discussed. Aldrich left the organization 

after the Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup that year, only to be given a 

glowing letter of reference. He went on to molest a high school hockey 

player, for which he was convicted and jailed. 

Bowman, MacIsaac and Gary are still employed by Chicago. McDonough 

was fired last year by Chairman W. Rockwell "Rocky" Wirtz. 

Cheveldayoff left Chicago in 2011 to take the helm of the Jets after they 

moved from Atlanta. 

"Obviously I issued a statement here just moments before the press 

conference here and will stand by that statement," Cheveldayoff said, 

when asked for more clarity on the Zoom call Thursday about when he 

specifically learned about the claims against Aldrich and what, if 

anything, he did about it. 

"These are very serious allegations and you never take them lightly. 

Obviously it’s a matter that’s in front of the courts. That’s essentially why I 

put the statement out and we’ll go from there. If the investigators, if 

there’s an opportunity for me to meet with them, I definitely will." 

Bowman also broke his silence on Thursday, saying the team takes the 

matter "very seriously." He pledged to co-operate with the probe, but 

refused to answer specific questions. 

"The review itself is something that I do plan to participate in and I’m 

going to give it my full co-operation," Bowman said. "We have some 

experts that we brought in. From my understanding these are well-

respected people in the legal community, and I intend to fully co-operate 

with them." 

Former Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville, now with Florida, has also 

released a statement saying he "will support and participate in the 

independent review." Marc Bergevin, who was the director of player 

personnel during that 2009-10 season and is currently the GM of the 

Montreal Canadiens, was asked about it during the Stanley Cup Final 

and denied any knowledge or culpability. 
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Jets will go Duck hunting often in the fall, face Laine in Columbus in 

November 

 

Ted Wyman 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021  

 

The Winnipeg Jets will open the 2021-22 NHL season on the road 

against Anaheim on Oct. 14 and will play the Ducks three times in the 

first two weeks of the season. 

That’s just one of the quirks in a schedule for what promises to be the 

first 82-game season in the NHL since the beginning of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

The schedule currently contains a three-week break for the 2022 Olympic 

Winter Games in China, although the NHL has not yet confirmed its 

participation in those Games. A revised schedule will be released should 

the NHL choose to not send its players to Beijing for any reason, 

including outbreaks of coronavirus. 

The Jets will play their home opener at newly-named Canada Life Centre 

against the Ducks on Oct. 21. 

The Jets will play their first game against former top draft pick Patrik 

Laine on Wednesday, Nov. 24 in Columbus. Laine was traded to the Blue 

Jackets, along with forward Jack Roslovic, for centre Pierre-Luc Dubois 

last January. 

The first appearance for Laine and Roslovic in Winnipeg will come on 

March 25. 

“It’s interesting,” Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff said. 

“Obviously if the Olympics is still a reality, they’re at least moving forward 

in that regard right now by putting some emphasis on that in the 

schedule. It’s a period of time where you have a big break. Going back to 

when we had the Olympics before, it was an interesting time for 

everybody not to have games in your market place for an extended 

period of time. 

“It compresses things in a certain manner. We’ve just gone through a 

really compressed schedule, but it does get you back to a little bit more 

to the traditional time when you can have off days and the like. Of course 

it’s not perfect, there are always things that you would have liked to 

change but the NHL does their very best to listen to everybody’s 

problems, so to speak.” 

Winnipeg’s first game against the expansion Seattle Kraken will come on 

Dec. 9 on the West Coast. The Jets will host the Kraken on Jan. 8 and 

April 13. 

The longest home stand of the season will be a seven-gamer between 

Nov. 2 and Nov. 16, with the Jets hosting Dallas, Chicago, the New York 

Islanders, St. Louis, San Jose, Los Angeles and Edmonton. 

The longest road trip is four games and there will be three such trips 

during the season. 

The Jets will play in the Central Division again for the first time since 

2019-20 and will play each division rival four or five times during the 

season. 

Winnipeg’s first game against Montreal, the team that eliminated the Jets 

from the playoffs, won’t come until March 1 at Canada Life Centre. That 

will be the first time Montreal will face Jets centre Mark Scheifele, who 

was suspended for four games for his hit on Canadiens forward Jake 

Evans. 

Scheifele will have to sit out the Jets first game of the season as part of 

that suspension. 
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Jets need to make good on draft picks, but Cheveldayoff’s biggest task is 

finding immediate help on defence 

 

Ted Wyman 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021 

 

They don’t pick until 18th overall and currently have only four selections 

in total, so it’s hard to imagine the Winnipeg Jets making themselves 

immediately better through the NHL Draft on Friday and Saturday. 

Any moves to improve the roster instantly will have to come through 

trades — what better time to make them than at the draft? — or through 

free agency, which opens next Wednesday. 

Because of previous trades, the Jets only have picks in the first, second, 

third and fifth rounds of this year’s draft, which will be held remotely. It 

starts Friday night with the first round and concludes with Rounds 2-7 on 

Saturday. 

With their stockpile of prospects starting to run a little low, the Jets seem 

more likely to add picks for this weekend than to trade what they’ve got, 

but general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff needs to make a move to 

improve the Jets defence corps and that makes all of this a little more 

complicated. 

The Jets’ blue line was the weakest part of a team that made it to the 

second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs last season. Top-minute D-

men Neal Pionk, a restricted free agent, and Josh Morrissey need some 

help and though returnees Dylan DeMelo and Logan Stanley could be 

joined by 2019 first-round pick Ville Heinola in the top-6, it looks like 

Cheveldayoff needs to target a good-sized, minute-munching right-side 

defenceman to get this group to where it needs to be. 

“I think it stares at you first,” Cheveldayoff said about adding to the right 

side of the blue line. “I think when you look at the screen, that’s what you 

see first, when I look up on my board. Our youth is on the left side. 

Sometimes you’ve got guys that maybe can play the right side. 

“But in the process of trying to add, I think you first keep an open mind 

and see what might be there, whether it’s right side or left side through 

trade or potential free agency, and then you hone in on it. You see 

whether it’s a better opportunity for the money and vice versa.” 

As Cheveldayoff has found out many times, it’s not a perfect world. You 

can’t just throw money around and attract free agents to Winnipeg. You 

can’t just dangle a draft pick and get the perfect right-shot D-man. 

“There’s not always that perfect right-hand shot fit that’s 6-foot-4, 260 

pounds that can shoot the puck like crazy and used to rag doll two 

players all the time,” he said, an obvious reference to the retired Dustin 

Byfuglien. 

As for the draft itself, it’s awfully tough to speculate about which player 

the Jets may get at No. 18 overall, in the first round. It truly could be any 

of a dozen players by that point, but a team that needs big, strong 

defencemen could certainly take a look at Winnipegger Carson Lambos 

(Winnipeg Ice), who is 6-foot-1, 197 pounds. He’s ranked 11th among 

North American skaters and is projected to go somewhere in the middle 

of the first round. 

Perhaps a player like Corson Cuelemans, a 6-foot-2, 198-pound blue-

liner from the University of Wisconsin would fit the bill? Or maybe 

Russian Daniil Chayka, who is 6-foot-3, 187 pounds? 

The Jets could easily draft a forward as well, as it’s not like any defence 

prospect taken this year is likely to make an impact in 2021-22. 

Many of these players didn’t have proper seasons in 2020-21 because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and scouts were not easily able to travel to 

assess the ones that did. 

“It certainly was a challenge,” Cheveldayoff said. “We had some scouts 

that were more fortunate than others and were able to have some live 

views. Certainly, the players in Europe, there was more opportunity to 

see them for the scouts, and in the U.S., as well. 

“But man, oh man, lots of video, lots and lots of video. We became pretty 

efficient in that video.” 

This is certainly a busy time of year for Cheveldayoff and his staff. He’s 

got three key restricted free agents he needs to sign — Pionk, Stanley 

and winger Andrew Copp — and says he has spoken to the agents for 

eight players who will become unrestricted free agents next Wednesday, 

including the likes of veteran forwards Paul Stasnty, Mathieu Perreault 

and backup goalie Laurent Brossoit. 

And this is a general manager heading into his 11th season on the job, 

who has taken some heat over the team’s regression since the 2018 

playoffs. 

There’s not a lot of room for error in Cheveldayoff’s world right now, at 

least in terms of how his work is perceived by the fan base. 

The good news is, the Jets have consistently performed well at the draft, 

even when they’ve picked in the middle of the first round. 

The last time they picked 18th, they took Stanley. Top goal scorer Kyle 

Connor was a 17th overall pick. Heinola was 20th. 

“Some of the players that we’ve picked in the past in this range have 

gone on to be very good players for our organization,” Cheveldayoff said, 

adding that trading up or down in the draft is also an option. 

“There might be some situations where, for us, if we’ve lost the players 

off the board we covet, we might move back. It just depends on how it all 

unfolds in front of you.” 
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JETS SNAPSHOTS: Hard for Cheveldayoff to see Appleton go after 

watching him work his way up through the Jets’ system 

 

Ted Wyman 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021 

 

It wasn’t easy for Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff to 

watch Mason Appleton leave the organization through the Seattle Kraken 

expansion draft on Wednesday. 

Appleton, 25, is a player the Jets drafted in the sixth round in 2015, who 

worked his way up through the American Hockey League to become a 

regular in the NHL over the last couple of seasons. 

That’s the kind of success story hockey scouts and general managers 

love. 

And it makes it hurt a little more when that player is gone. 

“First and foremost, tremendous thanks to Mason Appleton for the work 

that he put into our organization and the contribution that he made,” 

Cheveldayoff said in his pre-NHL draft media availability on Thursday. 

“It was a tough call to Mason to tell him that he was a selection. 

“On the eve of the draft, we end up losing a player that was drafted, that 

went through our development process, that became a key contributor in 

the American League and then a solid, key, contributor in the National 

Hockey League. It just kind of underscores what the process of this 

weekend (the NHL draft) is all about. I’m proud of how Mason has come 

through the organization and I wish him all the best.” 

Appleton had 12 goals and 25 points in 56 games while playing on a 

checking line for the Jets in 2021. 

While losing Appleton hurt, Cheveldayoff couldn’t help but smile a bit 

about how the expansion draft went down, in general. The Kraken chose 

not to take Jets defenceman Dylan DeMelo — who Cheveldayoff 

agonizingly left unprotected — and that was good news for a team that is 

already thin on the blue line. 

“It was a pretty joyous call to make to Dylan DeMelo to say that he was 

still part of the Jets,” Cheveldayoff said. “Lots of emotion there.” 

The Jets chose to protect 6-foot-7, 230-pound, 23-year-old rookie 

defenceman Logan Stanley over DeMelo, a steady 28-year-old who has 

three years left on a $12-million contract he signed in 2020. 

It was obvious to Cheveldayoff that Stanley would get taken if he were 

exposed, but there was a chance DeMelo would not. It turned out to be a 

good use of intel. 

“We had a lot of calls on Logan to see if we’d be interested in trading him 

as opposed to potentially losing him,” Cheveldayoff said. “So we went 

through that process and it became very apparent that even if Seattle 

wasn’t the ultimate destination, there was a lot of places that might have 

reached out to Seattle to go after him in that regard. 

“It doesn’t make it any easier to have to make that decision to have to put 

your list in, but there’s always gonna be risks. We knew, going in, that we 

were gonna lose a very good player. You’re on pins and needles there a 

little bit after you hit send but you let the process play itself out.” 

Less than 10 minutes before the start of Cheveldayoff’s availability on 

Thursday, the Jets put out a statement from the general manager 

regarding his knowledge of the sexual assault allegations that have 

rocked the Chicago Blackhawks franchise and the NHL in recent months. 

Cheveldayoff was an assistant GM with the Blackhawks in 2010, working 

under GM Stan Bowman. The Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup that year 

but recently two players from that team have accused video coach Brad 

Aldrich — a convicted sex offender — of sexual assault. 

An independent investigation of those allegations is underway, but 

people in the Blackhawks organization, those who were there at the time, 

and NHL executives have been tight-lipped. 

Knowing Cheveldayoff would be asked about the allegations in his media 

availability on Thursday, the Jets made a move to get ahead of the 

game. 

“I had no knowledge of any allegations involving Mr. Aldrich until asked if 

I was aware of anything just prior to the conclusion of his employment 

with the Chicago Blackhawks,” Cheveldayoff said in the statement. “After 

confirming that I had no prior knowledge of anything, I had no further 

involvement. As this is a legal matter before the courts, I will not be 

making any further comment; however, to the extent I am contacted by 

investigators in this matter, I will cooperate to the best of my ability and 

knowledge.” 

Pressed by a reporter during the media Zoom call, Cheveldayoff deferred 

to the statement. 

“These are very serious allegations and you never take them lightly,” he 

said. “Obviously it’s a matter that’s in front of the courts. That’s 

essentially why I put the statement out and we’ll go from there. If the 

investigators, if there’s an opportunity for me to meet with them, I 

definitely will.” 

OPTIONS FOR PERFETTI 

It’s hard to predict when 2020 Jets first-round draft pick Cole Perfetti will 

be ready for full-time NHL work, but it appears the team at least has 

options for the 19-year-old in the 2021-22 season. 

The Canadian Hockey League and the NHL are reportedly finalizing a 

deal that will allow junior-aged players to play professionally in the 

American Hockey League next season, if those players played at least 

20 games in the AHL last year. 

Perfetti falls into that category, having scored nine goals and 26 points in 

32 games with the Manitoba Moose last season. 

Perfetti, who also played for the Canadian junior (silver medal) and 

Canadian men’s (gold medal) national teams, could conceivably be sent 

back to junior next year and play for the Saginaw Spirit, or play in the 

AHL — if he doesn’t make the Jets. 

Perfetti was allowed to play in the AHL last year because the Ontario 

Hockey League season was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Normally, underage players can only play in junior or in the NHL. 

“I’m obviously a big supporter of junior hockey and making sure your kids 

develop properly,” Cheveldayoff said. “I think we’re in a real unique 

situation here. If in fact it becomes a rule for this year or moving forward, 

you have to be careful with how you use it. 

“But a player like Cole showed tremendous improvement, going to the 

world championship and playing with men. Having that opportunity, I 

think, helped further his development. If there is that opportunity next 

year, having him available to the American League, is a great option to 

have — especially for him. That’s not to say he doesn’t come to camp 

and earn a job, because that opportunity could be there for him as well, 

an exciting young guy like that. Any option we have with his 

development, like the American Hockey League, is a welcome thing.” 

LITTLE NOT AVAILABLE 

Jets centre Bryan Little is not retired but it doesn’t appear that he’s going 

to be able to play in the NHL again. 

“Unless a doctor comes and says ‘You’re cleared,’ … there are no 

doctors right now that are going to do that,” Cheveldayoff said. “From that 

standpoint, although he’s not retired, he’s a player that’s not available to 

us.” 

Little is on long-term injured reserve after suffering head and ear injuries 

after being hit with a slapshot during a game in November of 2019. 

Little, 33, is the Jets/Atlanta Thrashers all-time leader in games played 

with 843. 
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Canucks will start their NHL season with a six-game road trip 
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The Vancouver Canucks will start the 2021-22 season on the road and 

won’t play their first home game until the season is almost two weeks old. 

The Canucks will open the season on Oct. 13 in Edmonton, where they 

started the last full season to be played in 2019-20. They’ll then fly east 

for four games — in Philadelphia, Detroit, Buffalo and Chicago — before 

returning to the west coast to face the Seattle Kraken in the home opener 

for the NHL’s newest team. 

It’s the longest road trip of the season, which also features a five-game 

trip in late November and another five-gamer in January. 

The Kraken will play their first five games of the season on the road, 

before having a three-day layoff before their Saturday-night home debut 

against their I-5 rivals. 

The Canucks’ home opener will be on Oct. 26 against the Minnesota 

Wild, the beginning of a seven-game home stand that features visits from 

Philadelphia, Edmonton, New York Rangers, Nashville, Dallas and 

Anaheim. 

The Canucks will host the Toronto Maple Leafs Dec. 18 and the Montreal 

Canadiens March 9. 

The Canucks will face the Kraken again on New Year’s Day in Seattle. 

Despite the popularity of their baseball-style home stands during the 

abbreviated 2020-21 season, the Canucks do not play the same 

opposition in consecutive games at any point this season. They have 10 

pairings of games that come on back-to-back nights. 

Once again the Canucks will visit Florida for a January road trip, as they’ll 

face the Panthers on Jan. 11 and the Lightning on Jan. 13 as part of a 

five-game journey that will include visits to Carolina, Washington and 

Nashville. 

The Stanley Cup champion Lightning will pay a visit to Rogers Arena on 

March 13. 

The Canucks have their bye week before the two-week Olympic break in 

February, but have a four-game road trip before that and come out of the 

break with four of five games on the road. 

The annual visit to the New York City area starts on Feb. 27 against the 

Rangers, followed by the Devils in New Jersey a day later. They’ll then 

have two days off, before facing the Islanders in their new arena on 

March 3. A game against the Maple Leafs in Toronto on March 5 rounds 

out the weeklong road trip. 

Because of the late start to the season and the Olympic break, the 

Canucks’ last game isn’t until April 29, a home game against the Los 

Angeles Kings. 

They will play 18 games on Saturday nights this season. 
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Canucks: Is there a case for an offensive defenceman with ninth-overall 

draft pick? 

 

Ben Kuzma 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021 

 

Supply and demand. 

It’s a crucial combination consideration when offensive defencemen 

become top 10 projections for the National Hockey League draft. 

The Vancouver Canucks are targeting a centre and a blueliner with their 

first two selections — ninth overall Friday and 41st Saturday — and could 

solve a developmental riddle in the middle with the acquisition of Mason 

McTavish, Kent Johnson or Cole Sillinger. 

However, if they flip the script and make a skilled defenceman a priority, 

it shouldn’t be shocking. It might also be prudent. 

Depending on how the first-round dominoes fall with third to eighth 

overall picks easily interchangeable — depending on roster need versus 

best player available — a coveted centre or defenceman could still be on 

the board at No. 9. It could be Luke Hughes or Brandt Clarke and then it 

could get real interesting. 

Hard to imagine the Canucks not leaning toward Sillinger or Johnston, 

especially if McTavish is off the board. And with Quinn Hughes and 

rookie Jack Rathbone already operating in that skilled skating and puck-

moving capacity, why add another of similar stature with the possibility of 

tempting draft options at centre? 

“It’s the scarcity,” long-serving NHL scout Shane Malloy said Thursday. 

“There is a really limited number of defencemen who have offensive 

ability and are considered that in the NHL and as prospects. If one 

becomes available, regardless of what’s on your roster, you take him.” 

Clarke merits consideration because of how he may develop long term 

compared to Hughes. 

He has challenges with his skating and defending, but they are fixable 

because the 6-foot-2, 185 pound Clarke had a growth spurt that affected 

his mechanics but not his output. 

The Nepean, Ont. native had 38 points (6-32) with the Barrie Colts in the 

2019-20 season and 13 points (6-7) last season on loan to Nove Zemky 

Mikron HC of the Slovakian professional league after COVID-19 shut 

down the Ontario Hockey League. 

“Clarke has the better ceiling because of his offensive capabilities,” 

added Malloy. “Hughes has a better floor with less risk attached to him 

because he’s a better defender. Do I think Hughes can get you 35 points 

a year? Yeah. And more if he finds an offensive upside. Can Clarke get 

you 55? Yeah. 

“It’s his hockey sense and puck skills. He understands when to move the 

puck and when to jump into the play, how to freeze defenders and create 

time and space. Other than his skating, which has some issues, it will be 

average in the NHL but he has everything you’re looking for in an 

offensive defenceman.” 

Canucks general manager Jim Benning acknowledged Thursday that 

he’s getting calls about his first-round pick and he could possibly part 

with it for a player who fits the core age group. But he tempered that by 

knowing what should be available on the draft board. 

“There are some defencemen we really like who might be there at No. 9 

and some forwards, too,” said Benning. “With that second-round pick, 

we’re not necessarily looking positionally, but we think there are going to 

be more forwards available than defencemen.” 

As for Clarke, the interest seems concrete to some degree. 

“He has high hockey sense and is an extremely skilled player,” added 

Benning. “He’s going to grow into a real good NHL player at some point 

and just because we have some other guys like that, it doesn’t mean 

we’re not looking at him at No. 9.” 

Clarke’s brother, Graeme, is a 20-year-old right winger in the New Jersey 

Devils system, so there’s sage advice for the transition to the pro game 

because they played together in Slovakia. It should help with continuing 

the progression toward the NHL based more on willingness and not 

ability. Young players have their warts and Clarke has his. 

“I’ve had a life where a lot of things have gone my way and have been on 

good teams and I have had great support system, but I didn’t make the 

(Team Canada) world junior camp and was really frustrated by it,” said 

Clarke. “But there are balances that just motivate you because I have 

high expectations of myself. 

“I really wanted to get over to Slovakia and my all-around game improved 

and my defensive style. We had a low-budget team and had to win 3-2 

and 2-1 and we had a younger team that wanted to prove we could hang 

with guys who were really established. 

“My skills got polished up because if you make a mistake, it (puck) is in 

the back of your net. We didn’t have the firepower, so you couldn’t mess 

up a pass and you learn every shift and every play matters at both ends 

of the ice. You can’t make stupid plays.” 

Malloy cited exposure to pro players as exactly what Clarke needed. It’s 

a wake-up call. How bad do you want to get to the next level and what 

are you willing to do about skating and conditioning deficiencies? 

“Your body needs to be aligned,” stressed Malloy. “Part of it is he grew a 

lot in a short time and needs catch-up time. His off-ice conditioning needs 

to change and skating strategy needs to compensate for all that.” 

ON CANUCKS RADAR 

MASON McTAVISH 

Centre, Peterborough, OHL, 6-foot, 198 lbs 

The stats: OHL 2019-20: GP: 57, G: 29, A: 13, Pts: 42; Swiss 2020-21: 

GP: 13, G: 9, A: 2, Pts: 11. 

The skinny: Hard driving and hard shooting prospect, who’s strong two 

way and productive game has been compared to Bo Horvat. 

Scouts say: “Easy to move him up our list (No. 6) and he backed it up 

with some outstanding performances.” 

KENT JOHNSON 

Centre, University of Michigan, NCAA, 6-foot-1, 172 lbs 

The stats: BCHL 2019-20: GP: 52, G: 41, A: 60, Pts: 110; NCAA 2020-

21: GP: 26, G: 9, A: 18, Pts: 27 

The skinny: Hangs on to puck and difficult to get it away from him — 

even if there are one, two or even three players — because he can still 

make the play. 

Scouts say: “Hockey sense, puck skills and he’s slippery and smart to 

draw defenders in.” 

COLE SILLINGER 

Centre, Medicine Hat, WHL, 6-foot, 201 lbs 

The stats: WHL 2019-20: GP: 48, G: 22, A: 31, Pts: 53; USHL 2020-21: 

GP: 31, G: 24, A: 22, Pts: 46 

The skinny: Best shot among prospects. It packs a lot of Brock Boeser 

with an instinctive release to go with velocity and accuracy, 

Scouts say: “Scoring will translate to NHL because he’s willing to go 

anywhere on the ice. Has no fear.” 

LUKE HUGHES 

Defence, U.S. National Team Development Program, 6-foot-2, 184 lbs 

The stats: USHL 2020-21: GP: 18, G: 4, A: 11, Pts: 15 

The skinny: No-look or one-touch passes to get pucks through speaks of 

power play quarterback potential. 

Scouts say: “A lot to like. When he’s at his best he really impacts the 

game and is very involved.” 

MIXED RESULTS AT NO. 9 

1973: Canucks drafted durable defenceman Bob Dailey, who had 48 and 

39 point seasons and was dealt to Philadelphia midway through the 



1976-77 season for role players Jack McIlhargey and Larry Goodenough. 

Dailey played five seasons with the Flyers and had a 57-point campaign 

and two at 39 points. 

1983: Vancouver selected winger Cam Neely. After 16, 21 and 14-goal 

seasons, he was dealt to Boston along with a third-overall pick for centre 

Barry Pederson. Neely played a defensive role behind Stan Smyl and 

Tony Tanti and exploded with the Bruins to hit the 50-goal plateau on 

three occasions. 

2013: Bo Horvat became part of a draft-day blockbuster when goalie 

Cory Schneider was deal to New Jersey. With the Devils’ ninth-overall 

pick, the Canucks landed their future captain, inspirational leader and 

four-time, 20-goal scorer. 
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Canucks: GM Jim Benning still talking trades ahead of 2021 NHL Draft 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Publishing date: Jul 22, 2021 

 

Draft week is always a busy week in the life of an NHL general manager. 

Vancouver Canucks GM Jim Benning took questions from the media on 

Thursday, ahead of Friday’s first round of the 2021 NHL Entry Draft — to 

be held in a virtual setting for the second year in a row — about a variety 

of topics on his team, from draft strategy to trade rumours to talks with 

the expansion Seattle Kraken. 

Here are some highlights: 

Trade rumours about Nate Schmidt have been circulating since the 2021 

trade deadline. At the season’s conclusion, that chatter increased, 

especially after Schmidt didn’t appear as part of the Canucks’ end-of-

season media availability. 

Benning said at the time that no player had handed in a trade request. 

Asked last week about Schmidt, Benning softened his stance. 

“There is no Nate Schmidt situation. Teams call us about our players all 

the time and sometimes that gets out there. But he hasn’t asked to be 

moved or anything like that,” he said. 

Thursday, Benning reiterated that Schmidt hadn’t asked for a trade but 

seemed open to the idea that the defenceman, picked up to some 

acclaim last off-season, might move on after just one season in blue and 

green. 

“We didn’t put his name out there. Teams have (called) to inquire,” 

Benning admitted. “If something makes sense or we think it’s going to 

make our team better, we’re going to look to do it.” 

Virtanen remains in limbo 

The Canucks have mostly been silent on Jake Virtanen’s situation since 

the winger was accused of sexual assault by a young woman at the end 

of April. 

The team placed him on leave and hired an independent investigator to 

look into the allegations. 

Although many believe the team will move to buy out Virtanen’s contract 

before Tuesday’s deadline, Benning said Thursday that the Canucks 

have apparently received interest from other teams and allowed them to 

speak with Virtanen’s agent, Kevin Epp. The preference, clearly, is to 

make a trade rather than buy out the player. 

“We’ve given teams permission to talk to his agent, and they need to feel 

comfortable with the situation. So I don’t know where it’s going to end up, 

but I guess we’ll see in the next two or three days,” Benning said. 

Epp did not respond to an email requesting comment. 

A team spokesperson said last week they had no update to provide on 

the status of the investigation. 

The Vancouver Police Department continue to investigate the allegations 

and said Thursday that they had no new information to share. 

The young woman has also launched a civil suit against Virtanen, who 

has denied the allegations as part of that proceeding. 

Eriksson for nothing? 

On Thursday, the Arizona Coyotes made an unusual “trade” with the 

Philadelphia Flyers, adding Shayne Gostisbehere and a pair of draft 

picks while sending nothing back to Philadelphia. 

It was purely a move by Philadelphia to clear cap space. 

Arizona made a similar deal last Saturday with the New York Islanders, 

taking on Andrew Ladd and more draft picks in exchange, again, for 

nothing. 

Asked if he had considered moving Loui Eriksson or another player with 

a contract that is causing him cap difficulties, Benning didn’t shy away. 

“We’ve talked to teams, you know about that. And we’re going to 

continue to talk to them through the day and tomorrow and leading into 

the draft, and we’ll just see where it ends up going,” he said. 

Sutter, Hamonic could be back 

Benning said he hoped to be active in pursuing free agents once the 

market opens on Wednesday, especially in reshaping the team’s 

defensive corps, but didn’t shy away from the possibility of re-signing 

some veteran Canucks who are set to become unrestricted free agents. 

“I talked to Brandon (Sutter) a couple days ago and I talked to Travis 

Hamonic,” he said. “We have a lot of moving parts these next few days, 

but we do have interest in signing both of them. So you know we’re going 

to just see what this next couple days looks like as far as what we can 

do, and we’ve talked internally about trying to bring those guys back. 

“We’re going to try to be real active in free agency to get some guys with 

some size and strength. We’ve seen in the playoffs the teams that had 

some bigger guys back there, that play a physical round of hockey, they 

had success; and so I think that’s something in free agency that we’re 

going to be looking at.” 
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The Athletic / ‘The sky’s the limit’: Why NHL Draft prospect Corson 

Ceulemans has the potential to do it all 

 

By Max Bultman  

Jul 22, 2021  

  

As the Brooks Bandits’ season raced toward the finish line back in Spring 

2019, Ryan Papaioannou gathered his captains to ask them a question. 

The Canadian Sport School Hockey League’s U18 season was winding 

down, which meant Corson Ceulemans — then a 15-year-old 

defenseman who had played five games with the Bandits as an affiliate 

that year — would soon be available. The Bandits, who play in the 

Alberta Junior Hockey League and that year were set to host the National 

Junior A Championship, were comprised of mostly 19-year-olds. A few 

were 20. So before Papaioannou brought in this kid blueliner, he wanted 

the blessing of the team’s leadership. 

“Do you guys want him to join our team and to play?” Papaioannou 

asked. “Because I don’t want him to be here if he’s not going to play, and 

I also don’t want to take away somebody’s spot if you guys don’t think we 

should do it.” 

The captains, who would have largely only known Ceulemans from those 

five games as an affiliate, responded definitively: 

If he makes us better, 100 percent let’s get him here, and get him in the 

lineup. 

So, how did it go for the youngster thrust into postseason action against 

boys four and five years his senior? 

“He was great,” Papaioannou recalled. “He played on our second pair. 

He really made us a lot better, because we were limited in terms of right-

handed defensemen, so he helped round out our back end, but he 

played a lot like he did in (the U18 world championship): very simple, 

very efficient. He was not trying to create all kinds of crazy offense. He 

just went out, did his job and he was fantastic for us.” 

The Bandits went on to win the national title, going 4-0 in the round-robin 

portion and then winning a pair of 4-3 games in the semifinal and final — 

the start of a dominant (albeit abbreviated due to COVID-19) AJHL 

career for Ceulemans. 

Now, his career will start a new chapter with the NHL Draft starting 

Friday. The Athletic’s Corey Pronman ranked Ceulemans No. 13 and 

Scott Wheeler had him at No. 22 on their final draft boards. 

In addition to the pandemic-shortened seasons, coming from the Junior A 

ranks rather than major junior hockey means Ceulemans has not always 

been as prominent on the public radar as some of his draft-class 

counterparts. The difference in leagues, too, can make it tricky to directly 

compare. When it came time for the U18 championships this spring, even 

Team Canada coach Dave Barr wasn’t totally sure what to expect from 

Ceulemans going into the tournament. 

“And it was like, ‘whoa,'” Barr recalled. “We played him more and more 

as the tournament went along, because we could trust him defensively, 

and he could skate pucks out of trouble a lot, and he made it look rather 

easy.” 

Looking at his resume, Ceulemans’ offense naturally comes to the 

forefront — and for good reason: in his underage year, he blew away all 

other U17 defensemen in the AJHL with 35 points in 44 games. And to a 

large degree, his productivity also stood out at the U18s, where 

Ceulemans tied for the tournament lead in scoring among defensemen 

with eight points in six games — one game fewer than the two defenders 

he was tied with. 

Corson Ceulemans, No. 4, had 46 points in 57 career AJHL games. 

But when Papaioannou watched the tournament, he noticed something. 

“When he’s here, he’s a really heavily offensive-focused D,’” 

Papaioannou said. “It’s all about scoring points, it’s all about making 

things happen. I thought in that event he sat back a little bit more, he was 

way more defensively minded. I think that he just was out there 

supporting the rush, he didn’t lead the rush a whole ton. I think in a way 

he looked more calm — I wouldn’t say more confident, but he just looked 

more calm back there (and) probably the way he’s going to need to play 

next year.” 

By “next year,” Papaioannou is referring to Ceulemans’ commitment to 

play college hockey at Wisconsin — which will surely be a noticeable 

step up for him. But when it comes to projecting Ceulemans long-term, 

that observation his coach made could prove prescient. If Ceulemans 

can let it fly offensively in club play, and play a calmer, defensively-

minded game when the moment calls for it, the natural follow-up is 

obvious: what might he become if he puts it all together? 

“He’s a powerful skater, he’s got offensive instincts, he has the ability to 

seemingly create something out of nothing because he’s got some pretty 

good puck skills,” Papaioannou. “But he’s an offensive-minded 

defenseman, and I think his game is just starting to become well-

rounded, he’s starting to pay a little bit more attention to the finer details 

of defending, and starting to use his size a little bit more defensively. And 

I think that’s kind of the change for him, is he’s always been a very gifted 

and smart offensive player, and now things are starting to just come a 

little bit more full circle, and I think all at the right time: right before he 

heads to college, where he’s going to have to really be a 200-foot guy to 

be successful.” 

Ceulemans’ skating draws strong reviews from those who have coached 

him, which is a great place for a modern defenseman to start — 

especially at his 6-foot-2 stature. Kyle Tapp, a skills coach who has 

worked with Ceulemans for the last two years, called him “explosive” as 

an athlete, and Papaioannou also pointed to his shot as a top offensive 

skill. Those two traits make it easy to see how the defenseman has been 

able to pile up the points thus far. 

But Barr, who coached in the NHL for more than a decade between 2008 

and 2019, also had confidence in Ceulemans’ ability to kill penalties — 

the kind of skill that could make him an all-situations defenseman down 

the line. 

“Penalty killing nowadays, when there’s a loose puck, teams are 

pressuring,” he said. “Everybody does it. Nobody sits in the middle and 

blocks shots. When teams have control they might, but when there’s a 

loose puck, puck’s on the wall, you’re going. So a defenseman who’s got 

pretty good size who can move, he’s going to be putting pressure, or he’s 

going to be getting to those loose pucks a fair amount of time. So he 

should become a very good PK defenseman, plus he’s got the ability to 

block shots, or the willingness to block shots.” 

Papaioannou echoed those sentiments, calling Ceulemans a “really good 

penalty killer” with the Bandits due to his feet, strength and 

competitiveness. Add it all up, and it’s easy to understand why 

Ceulemans, if he can reach his ceiling, projects as a valuable player. 

But few prospects are polished at this young age, and that’s where his 

new team’s development staff will have to come into play. 

One of the areas Papaioannou noted Ceulemans was still developing 

was in using his teammates to help create offense — something he 

attributed more to deciding to make those plays rather than identifying 

them. 

“I think he sees it all,” Papaioannou said. “I think he’s really excited about 

scoring goals, he’s really excited about being the guy that gets it done, 

and I think that’s a great quality. And now if he is able to start to use 

other people around him, I think he’s going to find himself (being) more 

successful.” 

Tapp chalked part of that up to “the difficulty with being elite so young” 

and taking on all the heavy lifting himself. Certainly, the runway of going 

the college route at Wisconsin will help with that. 

“I think that’s part of the maturation as a hockey player, is when you get 

surrounded around other great players, that you guys do the collective 

heavy lifting together,” Tapp said. “So I’m sure as he adjusts and figures 

that part out, which I think college would be great for that as well — 

simplify a little bit.” 

Tapp, too, raved about what Ceulemans was like to coach, calling him 

“awesome” and “a student.” 

That’s important, because for all the potential in his game, work remains 

ahead of him — as with all prospects. But the upside is there. 



“There’s a lot of clay there,” Tapp said. “I think as he continues to work 

the finer technical points in his game, the sky’s the limit for him. In terms 

of how he projects out as an NHL player, obviously, he brings offense but 

he also has the ability to be nasty and physical defensively, as well, when 

he wants to be. So if you were to call him a 200-footer, that’s how I’d 

classify him. I don’t think there’s an area of his game that he can’t be 

successful in.” 
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The Athletic / ‘He’s just different’: The makings of Owen Power, the 2021 

NHL Draft’s presumptive No. 1 pick 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Jul 22, 2021 

 

The first time Bill Muckalt saw Owen Power play hockey, he was in a 

Toronto rink in 2017, looking for recruits for his Michigan Wolverines and 

standing next to Jim Hughes. Hughes’ three boys Quinn, Jack and Luke 

included two future Wolverines and two future first-round NHL draft picks 

with the last soon joining that club. But it wasn’t Luke, who was playing 

for the Toronto Marlboros, who grabbed Muckalt’s attention. It was this 

towering kid on the Mississauga Reps. 

“Who is this No. 22?” Muckalt asked Jim Hughes. “He’s unbelievable. He 

reminds me of Chris Pronger.” 

“That’s Owen Power,” Hughes answered, turning to lead him a few feet 

down the rink’s concourse to Power’s parents. 

“Well your son has a full scholarship to Michigan,” Muckalt told them. 

Today, Muckalt laughs about that introduction. He left the rink certain that 

Power would go the OHL route, so when the family later came back to 

him keen to consider the Wolverines instead, he was shocked. 

“Well, damn, aren’t we lucky?” he thought to himself. 

Now, he knows he’s lucky after having coached Power through his 

freshman year at the University of Michigan, now seeing more Victor 

Hedman than Chris Pronger in his pupil. 

“I know those are lofty comparisons, but I mean, there’s no doubt in my 

mind he’s going to be a No. 1-2 defenseman in the NHL for 15-20 years,” 

Muckalt said. 

He’s not alone in that belief, either. Power has created a lasting 

impression among many who have watched his game, making him the 

top prospect for the 2021 NHL Draft. 

The first thing everyone was always struck by when they’d roll through 

the rink to watch the Mississauga Reps was how big No. 22 was. 

Shawn Snider, Power’s longtime minor hockey coach, guesses that 

Power was “easily 6-foot-4” by his under-16 season with the Reps in 

2017-18. In a pair of recent one-on-ones with The Athletic, first over a 

call and then at a Toronto-area rink during a training session, Power 

guessed that he was probably closer to 6-3 because that’s how big his 

older brother Adam is and they were roughly the same height. But 

whatever it actually was, he was tall. 

The second impression they came away with was always that, while he 

was bigger than everyone else, he never looked gangly or 

uncoordinated. 

Despite his size, Power was always a natural athlete and grew up also 

playing competitive lacrosse. That just happened to translate on the ice, 

where he was almost always the best player in any GTHL game. 

“His skating ability would allow him to cover ice really well and he was 

able to take a few more chances because he could recover so well and 

take players’ ice away,” Snider said. “Obviously the size helps but I don’t 

want to give off the impression that that’s all that it was. He thought the 

game better than everyone. He had the skills to back it up. He was just 

an elite player.” 

If anything, Snider said Power needed a “killer instinct,” to learn how to 

use his size more, and rely on his skating and his skill less. 

More than just physically, Power was also mentally mature, making him 

the easy pick for Reps’ captain. Snider described him as a quiet leader 

who led by example. When the Reps would practice at 9 p.m. on 

weeknights, and Snider would try to get them off of the ice early to be in 

bed at a reasonable time before school the next day, Power would linger 

while his teammates headed to the dressing room. 

“You couldn’t drag him off of the ice. He’d be working on little skills that 

he could bring to a game and you’d have to have the Zamboni guy pretty 

much pull him off,” Snider said. “He wasn’t afraid to be different. He 

wasn’t afraid to stand out and work on little things where other players 

weren’t doing that.” 

When he wasn’t at the rink with the Reps, Power was usually at another 

working with skating coach Dawn Braid. 

“I wouldn’t say I was always a good skater. I’ve put a lot of work in,” 

Power said, almost defiantly. 

And when he wasn’t with Braid, he was working with skills coach Nick 

Quinn, whose Power Edge Pro (PEP) group began training Power at 13 

years old. Under Quinn, Power dedicated himself to developing what he 

calls “forward-specific skills” that would push him out of his comfort zone 

offensively. 

According to Quinn, that work paid off as he trained alongside older top 

prospects in the Toronto area like Cole Perfetti and Jamie Drysdale. 

“He was a great player when we started but if you would have looked at 

him back then and said ‘he’ll be the first overall pick in the NHL Draft,’ I 

think most people had other players in mind,” Quinn said. “So his 

development has been stellar for the last three years and he has really 

worked on his game. … Most kids want to work on what they’re good at 

and that wasn’t him. He wanted to constantly work on the things that he 

wasn’t good at.” 

When OHL teams tried to convince Power to go the junior hockey route 

in advance of the league’s draft, Snider couldn’t believe how well his top 

player handled the pressure. 

“He’s the type of kid that I don’t even think he cared about the buzz,” 

Snider said. 

After touring several NCAA programs, Power committed at the end of his 

under-16 minor midget season to Michigan, turning down a clear OHL 

path to the NHL in favor of pursuing an education and an environment 

that he felt was more structured. 

The following season, he joined the USHL’s Chicago Steel. There, as the 

youngest player on its 2018-19 roster, he made a fast impression on 

Brock Sheahan (today the team’s head coach, then the team’s defense 

coach), as Power led all under-17 defensemen in scoring with 25 points 

in 58 games. 

“I think he’s an amazing person first off but then as a player I’ve never 

been around somebody that has all of these obvious gifts with his 

skating, and size, and hockey sense, and his general ability to play the 

game at an extremely high level,” Sheahan said. “But his true gift is his 

burn and his desire to get better. He’s always adding pieces to his 

game.” 

When Power returned to the team for the 2019-20 season, Steel staff 

had been so impressed by him as a rookie that they played him as the 

team’s No. 1 defenseman, even though he was still their defense’s 

second-youngest player. 

“We had very real discussions about whether he was our captain,” said 

Steel general manager Ryan Hardy (who has since joined the Maple 

Leafs front office). “We ultimately decided ‘this is an incredibly gifted kid, 

let’s not put the responsibility on a 16-year-old to be the leader of 20-

year-olds.’ But that is the regard to which we held him in our group.” 

Power responded by having the kind of year that would make a player a 

high pick in the draft year — a full season before he was eligible — 

winning the USHL’s Defenseman of the Year award with 40 points in 45 

games as the league’s most productive defenseman. 

When the season was over, abruptly shut down due to the pandemic last 

March, the team had lost just eight of 47 games and was in the midst of a 

13-game winning streak, with Power serving as a mentor to his 

teammates. 

“Just being around him was awesome for me and my development,” said 

Steel forward and fellow Wolverines commit Mackie Samoskevitch. “And 

he’s a really humble kid as well. We always pushed each other after 

practice. I didn’t take it for granted.” 

Disappointed that he couldn’t chase a Clark Cup in the USHL playoffs 

last spring, Power quickly re-focused himself in advance of an uncertain 

draft year and prepared like his freshman year at Michigan would go 

ahead as planned, even when it looked like it might not. 



When he eventually arrived on campus, the year came with new 

pressures brought on by a stellar freshman class which included himself, 

fellow top 2021 prospects Kent Johnson and Matt Beniers, and 2020 

picks Brendan Brisson and Thomas Bordeleau. 

After starting out living in the dorms, he and five of his teammates 

(Brisson, Johnson, Josh Groll, Philippe Lapointe and Sabres goaltending 

prospect Erik Portillo) quickly decided to find a house together. 

Meanwhile, he also tried to prepare to make Team Canada for the 2021 

world juniors, a team that he was eventually prevented from auditioning 

for due to the time that it would have meant away from the Wolverines. 

Every step along the way, though, he continued to impress a new set of 

coaches under Muckalt and Wolverines head coach Mel Pearson. 

“He’s the first one on the ice and the last one to leave,” Muckalt said. “His 

work ethic is unbelievable.” 

During the Wolverines’ Christmas break, while Power’s peers played at 

the world juniors, Power returned to Chicago to train with the Steel. 

Though Steel staff said he was welcome to come and go as he pleased, 

he didn’t pick or choose the days that he wanted to practice or lift 

weights. Instead, he jumped in head-on like he was a member of the 

team again. 

“His mindset is such that he’s a very humble and grounded kid but he’s 

also very hungry and he will take information from anyone to get better. 

Everybody that has ever been around him knows that he’s just different. 

He’s different as a player, he’s different as a person,” Hardy said. 

“For us, he was a professional hockey player in a 16-year-old’s body just 

in the way he went about his business, carried himself, treated other 

people, and the seriousness with which he takes the detail of his work on 

a daily basis. It really is quite impressive.” 

When Power returned to Michigan in 2021 for the home stretch of the 

season, his play hit such a high level that Muckalt threw out a third 

comparison, that of his former teammate Zdeno Chara (Muckalt played 

with Chara with the Islanders and the Senators after the pair were dealt 

for Alexei Yashin). 

“The year we were traded, Mike Millbury called me into his office and 

said ‘What do you think of Z?’ And I said I thought he was going to be a 

top-five-to-10 defenseman in the NHL and that he could play against 

Messier, Jagr, Gretzky, Lemieux and Bure, and Mike looked at me like I 

was the dumbest person he’d ever met and he traded both of us three 

months later,” Muckalt said, laughing. “And Owen is that much further 

ahead than Z at this point. He might not end up having a career like him 

but it wouldn’t surprise me one bit if he does.” 

Power’s strong play at Michigan led to 16 points in 26 games and a nod 

on the Big Ten All-Rookie Team and the Big Ten Second All-Star Team. 

“He’s a pain in the ass because he always wants extra ice and video. 

And he’s not concerned if he’s in your office a lot,” Pearson said, 

laughing. “There’s a lot of guys who work hard when they’re forced to 

work hard or you’re around them, but it’s what he’s doing when nobody’s 

watching. Here’s everybody talking about (him) being the No. 1 pick and 

he’s not resting on his laurels.” 

For the second year in a row, Power’s season was cut short by the 

pandemic when protocols prevented the Wolverines from playing in the 

NCAA Tournament just an hour before they were set to leave for their 

game. 

“Everyone was excited leaving, we thought we had a really good chance 

of winning and we were happy with where the team was. It was 

heartbreaking to hear the news,” Power said. 

Power rebounded, joining Team Canada for the 2021 world 

championships in Latvia, where he began in a depth role before 

emerging as a go-to player to log 24:17 in the gold medal game, a 3-2 

win over Finland, which further solidified him as the 2021 draft’s likely No. 

1 pick. 

Power still doesn’t know how tall he is because he just seems to keep 

growing. 

On a Zoom call from his basement quarantine after returning to Toronto 

once his season was done, he chuckled to himself about it. He knows 

he’s between 210 and 215 pounds, but he’s not sure if he’s 6-foot-5 or 6-

foot-6. 

When he looks back on his unusual draft year, he points to how talented 

his last two teams have been, first with the Steel and then with the 

Wolverines, for the way they elevated him, and credits Braid for his 

talked-about skating ability. 

“Competing against top guys every day, it does matter,” Power said.” You 

don’t see very many junior or college teams with that much top-end 

talent.” 

While everyone else waits to see whether he’ll go first, Michigan argues 

that he should. 

“I believe if he came through a different path than the USHL and NCAA, 

there wouldn’t be a close debate,” Hardy said. “I don’t even think that 

there is a close grouping at No. 1. I think Owen Power is in a different 

stratosphere and the rest are just some really good players.” 

When people point to his size and wonder how much it has or hasn’t 

benefitted him over the years, Hardy fights back. 

“I quite frankly get really angry when I read the size thing. I’ve been the 

guy forever championing the small player and that’s kind of where I’ve 

found the market inefficiencies in what I’m doing, so I’ve got a great 

affinity for the underdeveloped player, but at the same time, Owen Power 

is special,” Hardy said. 

“We probably, for too long, have looked at big players and said ‘all right, 

because they’re big, there’s all of this potential.’ So from that standpoint, I 

do appreciate where people are coming from and the questions that 

they’re asking. On the flip side? Wrong horse. The fact that he is as 

coordinated, as agile, and as smooth as he is right now, at 18, in that 6-

foot-6 frame, it’s incredible.” 

Those same arguments frustrate Pearson, as well. 

“People want to say ‘well, he’s such a good skater for his size’ and I think 

to myself ‘no, no, no, hold on here, regardless of his size he’s a good 

skater,'” Pearson said. 

Sheahan and Power still keep in touch, regularly texting and FaceTiming. 

Sheahan argues his old Steel defenseman would be in the conversation 

for the top pick even if he were a few inches shorter. 

“I still think he’d be the best defenseman that I’ve ever coached or player 

that I’ve been around if he were 6-foot-2. It makes it even more 

exceptional, not less, that he’s that big,” Sheahan said. 

“His approach, his mindset, and the way he thinks the game is really 

what’s elite about him. And the talent level, like the puck play, his shot, 

the skating, you put all of that in there. I just don’t see him not getting 

better and better over the next five, even 10 years. He’s just so elite on 

both sides of the puck that he defends at a high level and then he thinks 

the game at the highest level offensively. He controls the game. He can 

find plays that other players just don’t find.” 

Snider regularly texts Power to pick his brain on everything from the 

neutral zone coverage the Wolverines use to the defensive zone systems 

they play. 

“I could talk about him all day really,” Snider said. “He was a pleasure to 

coach.” 

Quinn says Power is more poised with the puck on his stick than many of 

his smaller NHL clients. 

“If you look at the way he reacts under pressure, the way he can move 

pucks to space in tight areas, the way he can escape pressure, the value 

he adds on offense is just as equal as the value he adds on defense and 

that’s very rare for a player of his stature,” Quinn said. “Hence why he’s 

the No. 1 prospect in the draft. He’s the type of player you build your 

franchise around.” 

Pearson and Muckalt hope he’ll return for his sophomore year and point 

to the benefits highly-drafted defensemen like Cale Makar, Zach 

Werenski and Quinn Hughes reaped from playing two years in college 

(the latter two as Wolverines). 

“At this point, we expect to get him back,” Pearson said. “Given what a 

weird year it was, by staying another year I definitely think that it could 

help him. He needs to take another step and become even more 

dominant than he was this year. I expect him to be if not the best 

defenseman in the league then right there. And there were times when 

he was this year but I think there’s another level for him.” 



Power, for his part, isn’t necessarily married to the NHL as his only option 

next year either. He says he still has some unfinished business and a 

national championship to win. 

“I think long term going back to school is probably the smartest thing. I 

think if I wanted to, I could play in the NHL no problem,” Power finished.” 

It would be great to play in the NHL but I’m in no rush. I don’t think 

Michigan’s a bad option to go back to by any stretch. Right now I’m 

probably leaning towards going back but that could all change depending 

on who drafts me and what they want.” 
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The Athletic / How Luke Hughes cemented his place as a top NHL draft 

prospect: ‘He earned it on his own’ 

 

By Corey Masisak  

Jul 22, 2021   

 

From the day Luke Hughes put on a jersey for his first organized hockey 

game, there were often people watching who knew who he was. 

Two older brothers, both amateur stars who eventually became top-

seven picks in the NHL Draft, were establishing the standard for a new 

“First Family of American Hockey” while tearing up the famed Toronto 

youth circuit, the Greater Toronto Hockey League. 

So while the youngest Hughes brother has forged his own path, which 

included two years with the Little Caesars program in Michigan after the 

family moved from Toronto, he’s had an almost unfair expectation level to 

try to meet at every step along the way. 

This past season was different for everyone in hockey because of a 

pandemic, but there were some unique experiences for Hughes beyond 

anything related to COVID-19 as well. He is a Hughes brother, which 

makes him one of the most well-known and heavily scouted and debated 

players in the 2021 draft class. But almost as a perfect representative for 

this draft cycle, there is still some uncertainty about what type of player 

he’s going to be and when his name will ultimately be called Friday night. 

“I think (Quinn and Jack) kind of taught me going into the year that you’ve 

got to be ready for everything and you’ve got to stay level-minded,” Luke 

said. “You can’t get too high or low going through the year. I think that 

really applies to me this year because with all the COVID implications 

and getting shut down and quarantined at numerous times throughout 

the year, I think you’ve got to stay level-headed. That was one big piece 

of advice they gave me throughout the draft year.” 

Hughes also had a new coach at the U.S. National Team Development 

Program in Dan Muse. A prolonged preseason of extended practice time 

before the club started playing games gave Muse a unique opportunity. 

“When I came in, I knew that because of COVID, we weren’t playing a 

game for any time in the foreseeable future,” Muse said. “We started 

before really anybody else did, and I knew we were going to be on the 

ice a lot before we had any games. Because of that, not only did I not go 

back and Watch video on these guys, I also asked everybody on staff 

like, ‘I don’t want to hear anything. I don’t want to know about anybody. I 

want to form my own opinions on these players, because I have the 

luxury of doing it right now. I don’t need to make any rash decisions.’ I 

think that was fair to players and gave them a chance to get a fresh 

perspective.” 

Muse had previous coaching stops with the Predators in the NHL, the 

Chicago Steel in the USHL and Yale and Sacred Heart in college hockey. 

When he coached in the junior and college ranks, he’d always hear about 

and see the top American prospects play, whether it was at camps, 

festivals or during their youth seasons. 

This was a different experience for him as well. He might have been one 

of the few coaches the U.S. NTDP could have picked to coach the U18 

team that hadn’t watched a lot of Luke Hughes playing for Little Caesars 

or the Toronto Marlboros before that. 

“I really tried to block out any past knowledge of anything with these 

guys. He earned everything he got with me,” Muse said. “He earned it on 

his own and throughout the year. 

“When I started working with Luke, all it was for me was being 

impressed. And then as the year went on, I was just more impressed with 

him as a player and a person and just his maturity with the way he 

approaches his game and his development. There is a real want to learn. 

It was all fantastic.” 

Luke Hughes was an aspiring center early in his youth career. Both of his 

brothers were, though Quinn switched to defense around 13 and was a 

top collegiate player for Michigan before finishing second in the Calder 

Trophy voting as a rookie with the Canucks in 2019-20. 

It was at essentially the same point in Luke’s career that he also made 

the switch to the blue line. Like both of his brothers, he had a decorated 

two-year career with the U.S. NTDP. And he did not shy away from a 

family tradition — all three wore No. 43 for their U17 seasons and No. 6 

for their U18 years. 

He also lived up to the billing, as one of the U.S. NTDP’s top players the 

past two seasons. The program has had a remarkable run of high-end 

defensemen in recent seasons. Hughes will be the eighth defenseman 

selected in the first round since 2015 who has played there. That group 

includes Jake Sanderson (2020), Cam York (2019), Quinn Hughes and 

K’Andre Miller (2018), Charlie McAvoy (2016) and Noah Hanifin and 

Zach Werenski (2015). 

And that doesn’t account for Adam Fox, who was a third-round pick out 

of the program in 2016 and just won the Norris Trophy. Sanderson is the 

highest pick at No. 5, and there’s a possibility that Luke Hughes tops that 

on Friday. 

“I think he could go as high as third or as low as eighth,” said analyst 

Brian Lawton, who will be part of NHL Network’s coverage of the draft 

Friday night and Saturday. “That’s a pretty big swing for this late in the 

process. I love his potential. I love my conversations with the family and 

Luke in particular, because Luke is so dialed in with the knowledge of his 

brothers. I actually think it is a huge advantage for him. I talked to him a 

couple weeks ago and it’s like I don’t have to do any research because 

he did it all for me.” 

It’s not just production on par with some of the best defensemen in the 

NHL at the same youth program that makes Hughes one of the top 

prospects in the 2021 draft. Like his brothers before him, the base of 

everything for Luke is his elite skating ability. 

“I mean, the skating is so obvious,” Muse said. “I think anybody could 

watch Luke play for two shifts and see his skating and his edgework. He 

has great mobility, versatility, escapability, all those things, and it doesn’t 

take long to see those things. But I really like the more you get to work 

with him, the more you can understand his thought process about the 

game. He uses that skating that he has and his skill to really manipulate 

the opponent. He has the ability to not just beat one guy, but to draw a 

second guy to him and create time and space for both himself and his 

teammates when he has the puck.” 

The second component of Hughes’ package as a potential top-five pick is 

his size. This is where he diverges from Quinn and Jack. When both of 

his older brothers are measured, their height starts with a five. Luke was 

not always tall — Jack said Luke was 5-foot-3 or 5-foot-4 four years ago 

— but Luke sprouted past Jack and Quinn by the time he was 16. 

“Luke was here a week ago, and he is 6-foot-2, could be 6-foot-3,” Jack 

said when the Devils season ended. “You’re dealing with a completely 

different player. He’s got the skating and he’s got the smarts that Quinn 

has, but this is a kid that is big. He’s not a ‘normal Hughes’ so to speak. 

He’s going to be big-time, can shut guys down, offensive — maybe a 

Shea Theodore kind of player. It’s exciting to see where Luke will go.” 

The Athletic’s Corey Pronman and Scott Wheeler both rated Hughes as 

the best skater in the 2021 draft. Muse praised the work Hughes put in 

on the defensive side of his game over the past year, while also noting 

that the team doesn’t spend a lot of time defending when he’s on the ice 

in large part because of his ability to keep it moving toward the offensive 

end. 

Hughes is also one of the youngest players in the draft, certainly the 

youngest that will be among the top picks. He is 291 days younger than 

Owen Power, the favorite to be selected first by the Sabres. 

“Quinn Hughes, but bigger” would be a sure-fire candidate to challenge 

Power for the top spot, but that comparison probably isn’t fair to either of 

them. There are still areas of the game that Quinn excels at in which 

Luke needs to improve. 

“He’s not as offensively gifted intellectually as Quinn (was) at this point,” 

Lawton said. “Quinn sees the ice so well. He’s also a great skater, but 

there are lots of guys who can skate as well as Quinn Hughes. There 

aren’t a lot of them who can handle the puck in traffic and make the plays 

that he does. That’s what is really unique with Quinn. I haven’t seen that 

level from Luke yet. I wouldn’t say he’s just a defensive guy, but I’m not 

ready to say he can be as elite offensively as Quinn. I think his skating is 

really good. I think Quinn’s skating is even better. 

“I have Luke rated as an elite skater, but I’d put Quinn at another level 

above. I think Luke’s hockey sense is above average. I have Quinn’s as 



elite, but that’s offensive first. Defensively, I think Luke is intellectually 

ahead of Quinn. I think he should spend the next two years at Michigan 

— really playing it year by year, but I think he’ll go for two — just working 

on his puck skills and working on his reads in situations offensively. He’s 

already good defensively, and I think that will get even better organically. 

I think if he wants to be in the category of the really elite guys in the 

league, he still needs to bridge the gap in those offensive areas.” 

There is also the injury. One of the challenges Luke faced this season — 

beyond several COVID-19 related disruptions — was a lacerated tendon 

in his foot from a skate cut. He finished the game where it happened on 

March 7, but a decision to have season-ending surgery was made a few 

days later. 

It meant no trip to Texas for the U18 world championships, which is often 

the last, best chance for top prospects to leave a lasting impression 

before draft day. Luke said he will attend the world juniors summer 

showcase event, which starts on the second day of the draft. He declared 

himself almost 100 percent two weeks ago. 

“Just trying to get my timing and stuff back and finish rehab,” Hughes 

said. “There’s no problem with the toe. It feels great and I’ll be ready to 

go.” 

Regardless of which team selects Hughes on Friday night, it will be one 

of the top stories of the draft. Jack’s team is at No. 4. The hometown Red 

Wings are at No. 6. Quinn’s team is at No. 9. 

Luke Hughes might be taller than his older brothers, but a combination of 

COVID-19 disruptions and a season-ending injury have limited his 

chances to gain more in-game experience. It’s fair to say he needs more 

growth in certain aspects of his game. 

Given his relative youth and the support system around him, Hughes 

could develop into one of the best players in this draft class, regardless 

of where he ends up Friday. 

“I have full faith and confidence that Luke’s game is going to continue to 

grow, continue to evolve,” Muse said. “I got to see just the work that he 

puts into it, and the drive that he has. And I think with him, a lot of it’s just 

going to be continuing that progression. He’s really diligent in terms of 

how he prepares on a day-to-day basis, extremely mature that way. It’s 

taking care of himself — the big picture stuff that everybody talks about, 

the weight room and the practices, Luke is looking for every little angle 

that he can find to continue to work towards his full potential. He’s just 

got this extremely high drive. He wants to reach his full potential and he 

wants to be great and he wants his team to be great.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blackhawks pushing for Seth Jones, Ryan Suter nearing 

decision 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

July 22, 2021, 10:51 PM 

 

• According to several sources, Chicago and Columbus are taking 

another run at a Seth Jones trade. During the first attempt, the Blue 

Jackets discussed Kirby Dach or Alex DeBrincat as the centrepiece, but 

it wasn’t something the Blackhawks wished to do. 

What the two teams are trying to do is find common ground without 

including either of them; finding another mix of Chicago’s young players, 

prospects and high draft picks. (The Blackhawks are scheduled to select 

12th in the first round.) It is believed they are one of the teams that could 

secure a long-term commitment from Jones. 

We’ll see where this goes, and who — if anyone else — enters the chat. 

• Ryan Suter is a popular man. Possible he makes his decision by 

Monday. Among interested parties: Boston, Colorado, Dallas, Florida and 

the Islanders. 

Another popular defender is Alec Martinez, but first he’s got to decide if 

he’s 1995 Nic Cage — Leaving Las Vegas. 

What happens with Jones, Suter and Martinez determines several other 

defenceman destinations. 

A unique, but valuable case could be newly-minted Stanley Cup 

champion David Savard, because word is he’s more willing than some of 

his peers to consider Canadian destinations. One GM said Thursday that 

he’s hearing more and more from players that they prefer not to play in 

Canada. “It’s a real thing,” he said, mentioning taxes, social media and 

tighter pandemic restrictions. 

• Best line about the unpredictability of this draft? One exec said, 

“Someone’s going to take a player (Friday) and I’m going to say, ‘Holy 

#$%&, we had him in the fourth round!’ 

• Vancouver has stepped-up efforts to find a landing spot for Braden 

Holtby. I think there’s a lot of this going around the NHL these days, but 

word is the Canucks have given his representatives permission to aid in 

the search. 

• Rick Tocchet is considering television opportunities in addition to an 

associate coach role or two. There was at least one that would have 

made him the highest-paid assistant in the NHL. 

• Finally, and more seriously, Chicago GM Stan Bowman made his first 

media appearance since sexual abuse allegations against former video 

coach Brad Aldrich were made. His statement is here. Amended lawsuits 

in the case were filed Thursday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Bergevin seeks clarity on several fronts as 

busy off-season looms 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

July 22, 2021, 3:07 PM 

 

MONTREAL — It was confirmation day with Montreal Canadiens general 

manager Marc Bergevin, who cleared up a lot of ambiguity regarding 

several of his key players when he met with the media via Zoom two 

hours before the NHL’s trade freeze was lifted on Thursday. 

Let’s get it all on the table now, because what was left uncertain is just as 

relevant and must be dissected. 

First, on Carey Price, the franchise goaltender who was left exposed and 

was ultimately not selected by the Kraken in Wednesday’s expansion 

draft: Bergevin confirmed it was Price who had approached him with the 

plan to waive his no-movement clause after discussing things with Jake 

Allen and concluding this would be the best way to keep both 

goaltenders in Montreal. 

“Once the conversation happened with Carey,” Bergevin said, “we looked 

at that closely and took a calculated risk that paid off for the 

organization.” 

The calculation was that the Kraken valued cap space more than 

anything else in the expansion draft—something covered in depth here 

by our Chris Johnston—and that they wouldn’t be willing to tie up close to 

13 per cent of their cap in Price’s $10.5-million hit for what’s likely to be 

four of his five years left under contract due to the upper limit stagnating 

at $81.5 million. Bergevin said, “the risk for us was really minimal,” and 

his confidence in that had to be bolstered by Seattle not knowing the 

extent of Price’s injuries before having to make their pick. 

Bergevin confirmed Price is in New York meeting with a specialist and 

gave this update on the severity of his injuries: “It’s nothing alarming at 

the moment that we’re speaking. Like we all know, Carey played all the 

minutes in the playoffs and performed very well. For sure, like all other 

players, he had bumps and bruises over the two months of the playoffs, 

but he’s going to meet with doctors this week and we’re not expecting 

anything major. But he won’t be out long—maybe just six-to-eight weeks. 

But there’s a small percentage it could be longer, but we’re not sure at 

the moment.” 

Bergevin also confirmed Elliotte Friedman’s report that Shea Weber 

won’t play next season and added it’s likely his remarkable career ends 

due to the injuries he’s sustained in his time with the Canadiens. 

“We know over the last number of years, he had his ankle, his thumb—

there were a lot pains,” said Bergevin, who omitted a meniscus tear that 

cost Weber and additional six months on the sidelines after surgery in 

July of 2018. “It took a lot of time for him just to get ready for a practice in 

the morning and, as you know, Shea’s not a guy who complains. Even 

missing a practice was not an option for him. He’s got a lot of mileage 

and really pushed his body to the limit. So, it’s really not possible for him 

to come back next season. And that’s probably the case for his career.” 

Bergevin said this development with Weber surprised everyone in the 

organization. 

“I think we were all aware of the pain and what he was going through 

every day,” the GM said. “But to that degree? We didn’t know. Shea, as 

we all know, is a man of few words, and sharing and complaining about 

his body is not one thing that he does. So, I was very surprised.” 

As for Jonathan Drouin, the 26-year-old winger who was placed on long-

term injury reserve after taking personal leave 44 games into the 2021 

season, Bergevin revealed the most surprising news of the day. 

“We met with Jo,” Bergevin said. “We had a really good conversation. Jo 

feels great, he’s focused and he’s ready to go. So, I expect Jo to be in 

Montreal first day of camp.” 

The buzz around Montreal over the last two weeks overwhelmingly 

centred on Drouin not only walking away from the Canadiens but also 

stepping away from the game, so this was a very encouraging 

development. 

Remaining Time -0:51 

Bergevin expects Drouin to be with Canadiens in camp 

“It’s huge,” said Bergevin. “Jo, I think when (coach Dominique Ducharme) 

Dom took over, we saw the best hockey Jo ever played in a Montreal 

uniform. So, that’s very exciting. And then after that, as we all saw, his 

game dropped. And knowing now why that happened, and it’s been 

taken care of, we’re pretty excited to see Jo back and playing at the top 

of his game like he was under Dom… That’s a positive for us.” 

Bergevin confirmed Joel Armia and Corey Perry are free agents he’d like 

to have return with the Canadiens, and he said the door hasn’t been 

closed to Phillip Danault, even if sources informed Sportsnet earlier this 

week that Danault’s highly unlikely to agree to a deal with them. 

“Until an agreement is signed with us or with somebody else, there’s 

hope that he’s back,” said Bergevin. “But it’s too early to tell at this point.” 

And that brings us to everything else we don’t know as the draft 

approaches and free agency looms with Bergevin sitting on just over $14 

million in cap space and having a few holes to fill. 

The most pertinent piece is on Weber, and whether or not the captain’s 

$7.8-million cap hit will be permitted by the NHL to be designated to LTIR 

over his five years remaining under contract. 

“To a degree, we’re pretty confident that’s it’s going to be the case,” said 

Bergevin. 

But the GM won’t know for sure until Weber reports for training camp and 

is properly assessed by medical authorities. 

Still, Bergevin pointed out he can exceed the cap by up to 10 per cent of 

the upper limit during the off-season, which is something he’s willing to 

do if a player (or players) qualifies as worth spending on. 

Bergevin said he’ll look towards trade and free agency to try to supplant 

what Weber brought, but acknowledged those skates are too big to fill. 

“I have a lot of respect for Shea, for what he’s done for the Montreal 

Canadiens throughout his career, and it will be impossible to replace 

Shea Weber,” he said. “I mean, what he brings to our team on and off the 

ice—we’ll try our best, but I know deep down you can never replace 

Shea Weber.” 

Replacing Danault will also be a difficult task, but it seems the onus will 

be on doing so internally. 

Will Bergevin explore the market for help at centre? 

“We’ll look,” he said. “(Jesperi Kotkaniemi) KK, for me… when he takes 

control and becomes consistent, I really believe he can help us. So, if we 

lose Phil, he can take another step to fill in. And we have Jake (Evans) 

also, who we really like and who played big hockey for us. And we can 

always look to the outside, but it’s still about early to lean towards that.” 

There are also no guarantees it can be found on the open market, where 

the Canadiens aren’t necessarily on level ground. 

While it’s true they proved they have a bright present and future with their 

run to the Stanley Cup Final, that might not be enough to balance against 

some hesitance from free agents to choose a Canadian city as a playing 

destination. The contrast in COVID restrictions in Canada and the United 

States was extreme during the back half of the 2021 season and, as 

fears over a possible fourth wave of the pandemic propagate, there are 

concerns from certain players it’ll remain stark. 

“That’s a fact,” Bergevin said. “That’s reality. Still, today, we have 

restrictions, and it’s hard to tell how players feel about coming to Canada 

to do all this. So, we’ll know in the next week or so, but that’s a pretty 

good question.” 

Others will loom, with the biggest one being what Price’s trip to New York 

reveals. 

The expectation is the soon-to-be 34-year-old will need a cleanup 

operation and a six-to-eight-week recovery. 

“It’s not something that should be alarming,” Bergevin said, “but I guess 

until you go in, you’re really not sure.” 



The draft will bring uncertainty as well, with junior leagues having paused 

or canceled their 2021 seasons and the Canadiens picking so late in 

every round. 

What is guaranteed is how busy Bergevin will be assembling the 2021-22 

version of the Canadiens. 

“I didn’t have a chance to take a break, but that’s the price you play to go 

all the way to the final,” he said, “and that’s a pretty good price for me.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs at crossroads as Zach Hyman nears exit 

 

Chris Johnston@reporterchris 

July 22, 2021, 3:29 PM 

 

This one hurts, even if the impending split has been inevitable for some 

time now. 

Kyle Dubas may be able to find players with attributes that match what 

Zach Hyman brought to the Toronto Maple Leafs these last six seasons, 

but he won’t be able to find another Hyman. 

You simply don’t replace the unique combination of ability, effort, 

institutional knowledge and social capital that Hyman built up since 

arriving in a June 2015 trade with Florida -- the first Dubas orchestrated 

as an NHL general manager during the brief period where he held the 

interim title between Dave Nonis and Lou Lamoriello. 

Hyman marinated with other top organizational prospects in the 

American Hockey League. He made his NHL debut on the giddy night of 

Feb. 29, 2016 when the Leafs rewarded their fans during the rebuild by 

summoning William Nylander, Kasperi Kapanen and Nikita Soshnikov 

all at the same time. 

And over the intervening years he became one of their most trusted 

skaters, tasked with doing the dirty work alongside more skilled linemates 

while consistently setting a standard behind the scenes. 

“He’s been an excellent player for us for his entire career here,” Dubas 

said Thursday, all-but referring to Hyman’s time with the Leafs in the past 

tense. “I think everyone loves him as a player and a person. We have 

certainly limits that we can go to [in contract negotiations] and we’ve tried 

to extend ourselves as best we can knowing that there would be a strong 

market for him.” 

The Leafs are believed to have extended the pending unrestricted free 

agent a max term eight-year offer carrying an annual value a little over $4 

million. But that’s still almost a million less per season than Hyman is 

being offered by the Edmonton Oilers, assuming a sign-and-trade with 

Toronto can be worked out to facilitate an eight-year deal. 

Should that fall through, a seven-year contract in Edmonton carrying 

Hyman’s signature is expected to land in the neighbourhood of $5.5 

million annually. 

That’s why Dubas recently granted Hyman’s agent, Todd Reynolds, the 

freedom to speak to other teams before free agency officially opens on 

July 28. It could potentially land the Leafs an asset should a sign-and-

trade scenario emerge, but it also allows both sides to start properly 

planning for an amicable end to their union. 

As of early Thursday afternoon, Dubas said that he hadn’t heard from 

Reynolds about needing to negotiate anything with the Oilers. Hyman 

travelled to Edmonton on Wednesday to tour the team’s facilities -- even 

requesting to work out in the gym, a testament to his don’t-miss-a-day 

approach -- and all signs pointed to the Oilers emerging as the leading 

candidate for his services. 

Toronto is willing to facilitate a sign-and-trade before the deadline to do 

so expires at 11:59 p.m. ET on Tuesday. 

“We’re open to anything that can help to make our team better,” said 

Dubas. “If there’s fair value to be had there then we’ll certainly explore it.” 

Ideally, he’d be calling a press conference instead to announce a new 

contract for the 29-year-old winger. That would almost certainly be the 

outcome if the NHL wasn’t governed by a hard cap system that requires 

tough decisions by teams carrying an outsized amount of established 

talent. 

The middle class is aggressively worn away under these rules. Just look 

at the Tampa Bay Lightning, already down two-thirds of their identity line 

two weeks after lifting the Stanley Cup, and facing even more 

subtractions. 

But let’s not lose sight of the fact that this system is designed to place 

guardrails around how much players can earn during the most productive 

years of their career as well. Hyman delivered tremendous value while 

earning $2.25 million annually over the last four seasons -- increasing his 

points-per-game total each year while playing more than 60 per cent of 

his five-on-five minutes with Auston Matthews. 

This is the first chance he’s had to test the free market and it stands as 

his best chance to be paid commensurate with his production. 

Should he wind up signing a seven- or eight-year contract, as expected, 

pundits will trip over themselves to point out the inherent risks. His age 

and a couple recent knee injuries make it unlikely that he’ll be able to 

perform up to its value right until the end. 

However, if you’re going to gamble on someone you want to gamble on a 

player like Hyman -- a guy who scratched and clawed his way from the 

Ontario Junior Hockey League to four seasons at the University of 

Michigan to an NHL contract that could touch $40 million. 

On a day where Dubas defiantly defended his core, saying “I believe in 

this group and I believe that they are going to get it done and I believe 

that they’re going to win,” you couldn’t help but wonder how much more 

challenging it will be for them to get over the hump without Hyman. 

You could already sense the hole forming even before he’d officially 

moved on. 

“Zach has shown night in and night out that he’s going to give his very 

best to the Toronto Maple Leafs and we certainly have valued that over 

the years,” said Dubas. “That’s why we’ve tried to find a solution here, 

but Zach has earned every dollar that he’s going to get in free agency. 

“He’s done it certainly not the easy way as well.” 

And now the job for everyone else gets just that much tougher. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Could Seattle have done better in the expansion draft? 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

July 22, 2021, 4:41 PM 

 

I’m of the belief that if you took every current NHL GM and went back in 

time to put them in Ron Francis’ shoes leading up to the expansion draft, 

the end result of leveraging zero assets from an opposing team and 

making one trade (Tyler Pitlick for a fourth rounder) in its wake would not 

be replicated a single time. 

I note this out of sheer bafflement, as it’s part of what we all imagined 

Francis and his staff spent the previous weeks and months trying to 

make happen – how do we utilize our advantage when we start building 

our team? It just seems so unlikely, presuming there were hundreds of 

phone calls discussing seemingly endless options with 30 GMs around 

the league. I’m surprised others didn’t press something on Francis that 

would’ve brought them assets. 

The conclusion, and they’ve explicitly said as much, is that they valued 

cap space above all. Yet still, there have been a couple notes that let us 

know Seattle left assets on the table because they asked too much in 

return and were inflexible. It feels like ample cap space and some 

additional picks/prospects was pretty attainable. 

Pierre LeBrun reported that if Montreal was to expose Jake Allen, Seattle 

wanted two picks and a prospect to not select him. Presumably, GMs 

don’t like to set a price and waffle on it (as Brian Burke explained to me 

many times), or others will try to wait you out in the future. So when 

Francis wouldn’t budge, Marc Bergevin got creative, and managed to 

keep his guys and give Seattle nothing. I’m sure had Seattle lowered the 

ask to skip on a protected Allen, they could’ve reached an agreement 

and added an asset or two while still getting Cale Fleury. 

Arizona traded for Shayne Gostisbehere, taking on two more seasons of 

his salary cap hit ($4.5 million) for the sweetener of a second-round pick 

and a seventh-rounder. He’s also not a write-off of as a player – there 

may be value in him yet – and he seems like the type of guy who could 

use a fresh start. Presumably, Seattle passed on accepting at least that 

pick package to select Gostisbehere, as getting the Kraken to take the 

Ghost Bear would’ve also kept Carsen Twarynski on Philly’s roster. 

Seattle valued cap space more than draft pick capital, but Gostisbehere's 

cap hit dries up in just two seasons. 

So, that leads me to where we’re left when reflecting on what Seattle has 

done here: they’ve protected that cap space, which can be weaponized 

in a number of ways, but now it’s on them to make it happen. It’s only 

useful if you can use it, and in some cases, things get harder now. 

Seattle had leverage on every team in the league over the past few days, 

having free access to a decent player from every group. But now they 

have 30 players, including a whack of left-shot defencemen, and teams 

know they have to move on from a couple. So there’s a swing in the 

power dynamic there. 

If I had to guess, Seattle has projected their future far beyond yesterday 

and today, and wants to be there to cash in when teams are desperate to 

make moves down the road. They’re almost banking on the desperation 

of other teams coming to fruition. Yes, in the short term they can grab 

UFAs, and they’ve been tied to at least Jaden Schwartz so far. He could 

still come over. Gabriel Landeskog and Dougie Hamilton are still out 

there too, and both would be great top line/pair additions. 

But in zooming out, Seattle seems to recognize they’re unlikely to win the 

Cup in year one or two (which again makes me wonder why they 

wouldn’t do the Gostisbehere thing), and so are aiming beyond that. This 

year, every team in the NHL will once again get themselves back to 

being smashed up against the salary cap. And as the trade deadline 

comes, some teams will recognize that they need to add, and will look to 

a team like Seattle to be a third-party facilitator of trades (in exchange for 

assets), or maybe even to take someone like Mark Giordano off their 

hands for something great. It seems to me Seattle are positioning 

themselves for more, and that they recognize they don’t need to 

assemble a Cup favourite by August. 

It all comes down to other teams needing help later and offering up great 

deals, which can certainly -- and may likely -- happen, but isn’t promised. 

They’ve operated in such a conservative fashion it’s all swung around 

somehow to become a gamble. 

The group Seattle selected is, at least to my eye, better than some of the 

doubt I’ve seen expressed on social media in the hours that have 

passed. I don’t think it’s a bad team. They’ve got four or five guys I’d 

qualify as top-six, and Yanni Gourde/Jared McCann have a shot at being 

a decent pair of centres for an expansion team. Their D is really solid, 

particularly with the UFA adds of Adam Larsson and Jamie Oleksiak, and 

that questionable strength in the Pacific Division should be more than 

enough to win them hockey games. 

Dom Luszczyszyn of the Athletic has a quality model that projects the 

team Seattle drafted is actually better than the one Vegas originally did 

(though narrowly), but that brings us back to the point I led this all off 

with. 

Vegas also left the expansion draft with Shea Theodore. And Alex Tuch. 

And Reilly Smith. They also left the draft with seven additional draft picks. 

They had three picks in the top-15, which they leveraged for some of 

their current big named players like Max Pacioretty and Mark Stone. So 

that’s where we’re left wanting with Seattle – OK, you got 30 players, but 

what else? It’s just hard to see right now how they turn what they’re left 

with into better players, which I assume they still intend to do. 

I don’t have a ton of direct quibbles with their selections, but some 

complaints may include: Morgan Geekie instead of Jake Bean or Nino 

Niederreiter, Kurtis MacDermid instead of Blake Lizotte, passing on Max 

Domi or Kevin Stenlund, the John Quenneville pick, or a handful of 

others (maybe they should’ve been given something to take on the 

Jordan Eberle contract?). More often than not though, these decisions 

come to straight up player opinions, and I don’t expect any teams’ 

opinions to line up directly with mine. 

The complaint you’ll hear from most is simply that Ron Francis 

overplayed his hand and set the prices too high. We heard him say after 

the draft that teams learned from the Vegas expansion process, and 

weren’t willing to burn themselves again by giving up too much. Which 

says to me, maybe asking for the same exorbitant prices and not 

wavering from them wasn’t the smartest means of extracting anything 

from them. Teams didn’t want to get burned, sure, but that doesn’t mean 

they weren’t willing to do deals. 

If you’re gonna dig in as Francis did, you’re banking on that “inflexible 

negotiator” reputation paying off down the line, and maybe it will. Maybe. 

The Seattle Kraken are OK, and have the cap space to get better. We 

don’t know what they’ve got up their sleeves next. But we do know that it 

seems they failed to take advantage of their opening opportunity, and 

now the pressure’s on. 

But hey, pressure is fun, and represents that things matter, and only 

comes to teams who get to be in the thick of it. They’re a real team now, 

and the judgements begin. Welcome to the league, Seattle Kraken. 
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'Very determined' Eklund overcomes adversity to rise up draft list 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

When TSN's mid-season draft rankings came out, Djurgarden forward 

William Eklund was in seventh spot. A confidant relayed that information 

to the 18-year-old, who responded by simply saying, "I'm going to go No. 

1." 

This interaction was reported by The Athletic in a recent profile on the 

promising Swede. TSN asked Eklund about that moment in an interview 

this week.  

"It was more about my mentality," he said with a smile. "It's not that I 

want to be like a person who says that. It's just a mentality for me that's 

driven me since I was a little kid. You always want to be as good as you 

can so that's just my mentality."  

It's that self-belief that helped the 5-foot-10, 176-pounder excel against 

men in the Swedish Hockey League last season. He produced 23 points 

in 40 games despite missing time with COVID-19 and following an 

emergency appendectomy. 

Eklund was named the SHL's rookie of the year and received the E.J. 

McGuire Award from NHL Central Scouting, which is given annually to 

the prospect, who best exemplifies commitment to excellence through 

strength of character, competitiveness and athleticism. 

And in TSN's final draft rankings unveiled by Bob McKenzie this week, 

Eklund moved up into a tie for fourth.  

"I'm a very determined person," he said. "When I go into something I like 

to make it pretty well done and I'll do everything. And I also like to be 

positive, have a good vibe, and just try and enjoy every day and be kind 

to those around me."  

During a conversation with TSN, Eklund described how he overcame 

adversity this year and admitted he's not sure if he'll be a centre or 

winger in the NHL. The following is an edited transcript of the interview.  

How did you deal with the positive COVID test, which forced you to miss 

the World Juniors?  

"That was hard for me mentally. That was my goal when I went into the 

season was to make that team so to not be able to try and make it was 

hard." 

Did you have symptoms? 

"I had some symptoms like a fever, but not that bad." 

You underwent an emergency appendectomy in early January. What 

happened?  

"We were going on a road trip. I was going on the bus and I had a fever 

and it was hurting in my stomach, but not the usual like if you had eaten 

something bad. It's something I had never felt before so I talked to the 

doctor. I had real high fever so we went straight to the hospital when we 

arrived. It was scary, because you didn't know exactly what it was, but I 

was in good hands there. I thank them for doing a fantastic job."  

What was the recovery like? 

"It was like three weeks or something. I was just trying to get back as fast 

as I could. It was kind of easy for me, but also tough mentally, of course."  

How did you become mentally strong?  

"You have to overcome downfalls like missing the World Juniors and this 

appendix surgery to really work on your mental toughness. Those things 

are also important if you want to be successful. I've just tried to think in 

my own head about the positive things that can come out of it, not just 

the negative thing, so just trying to focus on the positive things. Yeah, 

that's my mentality."  

How would you describe your style of game?  

"A two-way forward, who likes to be an offensive threat with playmaking 

ability and also with my shot. Also, a hard-working guy who's working for 

the team on the forecheck and back-check."  

What NHL player is your role model?  

"I like to watch Mathew Barzal a lot. He's able to create space for himself 

and his teammates with his skating ability and edge work and his quick 

turns in the corners. I love watching him."  

Where did you improve the most this season?  

"I improved my way of playing … I was more in front of the net in high-

danger scoring areas." 

Was that a mindset change or because you felt physically stronger? 

"I would say both. Like, mental, but also, I gained some weight and was 

able to stay there for a long time."  

What's it like playing on a line with Alexander Holtz?  

"He's a tremendous player. It’s just fun being with your best friend. We 

have so much in common. It's been a friendship since we’ve been 12 

years old. We enjoy playing with each other and I'm just trying to set him 

up. He's a tremendous shooter." 

What position do you think you'll play in the NHL: centre or wing?  

"It's hard to answer. I can do both. I can't really say I like one more. I 

played left wing a lot this year, but both feel pretty natural so I can’t really 

choose. I don't know what to say about that question." 

What do you like about left wing?  

"I like that you can be in the offensive zone and make turns and quick 

plays and be more on the offensive side than the centre. But, also, I like 

playing centre when you always come with speed in the middle and I also 

think it’s fun to have that defensive mentality." 

What has allowed you to succeed against older competition despite not 

being the tallest player?  

"I know I'm not going to be the biggest guy on the ice so I have to be 

even greater at the things I'm great at. So, just trying to use my skill-set 

and get to know what I'm good at and get even better at that." 
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Dubas discusses Hyman deal and the complicated off-season ahead 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Kyle Dubas knows he has work to do improving the Maple 

Leafs. What he doesn’t know just yet is whether that includes replacing 

Zach Hyman. 

The Leafs’ general manager hadn’t heard from Hyman’s camp following 

reports Thursday of a meeting between the pending unrestricted free 

agent winger and the Edmonton Oilers. According to TSN Hockey Insider 

Darren Dreger, the Oilers and Hyman are discussing a seven-year deal 

worth as much as $5.5 million per season.  

There's also the possibility of a sign-and-trade, which would allow 

Edmonton (or another club) to negotiate an eight-year contract with 

Hyman. 

Dubas had given Hyman’s agent, Todd Reynolds, permission last week 

to explore the market ahead of free agency officially opening on July 28, 

but Dubas said he is in the dark on how those conversations were 

proceeding.  

“At this time, I've not heard from Todd regarding the reports this morning, 

so I can't comment too deeply on that,” Dubas told reporters on a noon-

hour Zoom call Thursday. 

“I really don't know. It was our intention going into [free agency] to retain 

Zach's services. But we have certain limits that we can go to [in terms of 

salary cap], and we've tried to extend ourselves as best we can, knowing 

that there would be a strong market for him.” 

Hyman, 29, has spent the entirety of his career with the Leafs, compiling 

86 goals and 185 points over 345 games. Over the life of his expiring 

four-year, $9-million contract, Hyman has emerged as both a top-line 

winger capable of producing back-to-back 20-plus goal seasons (from 

2018-20) and an effective forechecker who excels on the penalty kill.  

Couple that with Hyman’s high-character reputation, and it’s a lot to 

potentially see walk out the door. No one knows that better than Dubas. 

But with a flat salary cap of $81.5 million and just about $9.4 million in 

space to address multiple needs for the coming season, the Leafs don’t 

have much wiggle room. 

“Zach has shown night in and night out he’s going to give his very best to 

the Toronto Maple Leafs and that’s why we’ve tried to find a solution 

here,” Dubas said. “But Zach’s earned every dollar he’s going to get in 

free agency. We’re going to have to make difficult decisions and it’ll be 

on myself more than anyone else to begin to replace the different talents 

and intangibles that a player [like Zach] brings to the room. We also need 

to see growth from players already signed here in those areas.” 

Thursday’s press conference was the first time Dubas has spoken 

publicly since June 2, after the Leafs blew a 3-1 first-round playoff series 

lead to Montreal and were eliminated from the playoffs. 

That gave Dubas and his staff plenty of time to not only prepare for free 

agency but also for Wednesday’s expansion draft and the upcoming 

entry draft, happening Friday and Saturday. 

Dubas orchestrated one trade ahead of submitting the Leafs' protected 

list to the Seattle Kraken, acquiring forward Jared McCann from 

Pittsburgh late last week in exchange for prospect Filip Hallander and a 

seventh-round pick in 2023. 

Since Toronto had opted to protect defenceman Justin Holl and expose 

Alex Kerfoot to Seattle, McCann was meant to be insurance at the 

forward position in case Kerfoot was selected. But Kraken general 

manager Ron Francis plucked McCann from the Leafs instead, and 

Toronto retained both Holl and Kerfoot.  

Dubas explained the rationale behind those expansion draft decisions 

and more on Thursday’s call, including why he’s got unwavering faith in 

the Leafs’ core. 

On why Dubas isn’t chasing big changes to Leafs’ roster 

“I understand that some may look at it and say, 'This group hasn't gotten 

it done' and [ask] why there aren’t significant changes [being made]. But 

for better or worse, I believe in this group, and I believe that they are 

going to get it done and I believe that they're going to win. I understand 

that comes with certain doubt because of the fact that we have not 

broken through in the playoffs, but it's my belief that they will. I believe in 

them as players and I believe in them as people. I know that decision lies 

on me and what the risk is for me. I'm comfortable with it. I believe that 

we're going to see the best version of this group next season that we've 

seen yet and I'm willing to bet everything on that.” 

On why he protected Holl over Kerfoot or McCann 

“What do we have with Justin, and what do we have him for in the future? 

He’s signed for two more years [at $2 million per season]. He's taken 

major steps the last two seasons. I understand he's 29 years old, but he's 

extremely well-conditioned, [and there's] low mileage overall on him. We 

know what he's capable of, we know who he is as a person. We have a 

strong belief in him. If he's gone from our team, can we replace what he 

brings at the cap hit? And we went through it tons of different ways and 

looked at every iteration, knowing what the marketplace was saying 

about him, knowing what Seattle was likely to do, and then looking at the 

alternatives. We do have guys internally, but then you're back to the 

whole thing that we chased for years, which is sacrificing your defence 

depth and then trying to supplement that by signing someone that's 

inferior to him, probably around the same cap hit. We just did not think 

that he was replaceable.” 

On what his focus is for the coming off-season  

“We've got a goaltending situation where we need to find a competent 

partner for Jack Campbell, and let them [compete]. Jack had a great 

season and we have a lot of faith in Jack and are looking forward to him 

taking steps next year, but we need to address that [second goalie]. 

We're going to have some sort of opportunity upfront, which I think 

appeals to a lot of the players that are there [already]. If free agency 

doesn't bear fruit on that for us, if we don't think there's value, then we'll 

look at the trade market. It's easy to look now and have question marks, 

but come September when camp opens, we'll be in a different position.” 

“I don't really like when the negotiations get public, but we've had 

communications with both camps. I don't mean to dodge the question but 

I'd just rather leave it at that. The door isn't closed on either player.”  

On players the Leafs are counting on to push for NHL jobs next season 

“We had two guys that already challenge to play in Nick Robertson and 

Joey Anderson, and we expect them to continue to take steps in the right 

direction. I thought Semyon Der-Arguchintsev, while he needs to 

continue to work on his strength, had a really good season with Torpedo 

in the KHL. We signed Alex Steeves as a free agent from Notre Dame 

and he's been making great progress.  

On the backend, we're expecting Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren 

to continue to push and challenge and take steps there. And then you've 

got Kristian Rubens and Mac Hollowell that both had good seasons. We 

feel that depth on both forward and D is an area that we need to address 

in free agency to give those young players some competition and make 

sure that, if they're not ready, that we've got the requisite depth to help 

out there.” 

“We would like to give both Sandin and Liljegren every opportunity. We 

have to begin converting some of these guys from prospects. Maybe we 

blocked them a little bit [in the past], but they have to earn it. So, I'm not 

saying it's a clear path but I think we will try to focus in on a defenceman 

that maybe perhaps brings a little bit more power presence in the way 

that [pending UFA Zach Bogosian] did. But we’ll stay in touch with 

[Bogosian] as well as we get into free agency.”  

On entering this year’s entry draft with only three picks, none in the first 

round 

“Last year we had 12 draft picks, and this year with have three. So, from 

[the Entry Draft] in October 2020 to July 2021, we're going to add 15 new 

prospects to our system. That’s the way that we view it. Knowing what 

was coming with what we expected from our team and what was going to 

happen to our draft capital at the trade deadline [including the use of a 

2021 first-round pick to acquire Nick Foligno], we tried to pick players [in 

2020] that we thought we'd have a more complete view on. I think we still 

expect our scouting staff here to do a great job with the three picks we've 

got, and be able to return some players.” 
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TSN.CA / ‘Elite scorer’ Sillinger seeks family bragging rights at NHL draft 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Medicine Hat Tigers centre Cole Sillinger came in No. 11 on TSN's final 

draft rankings list. His dad, Mike, was picked 11th overall in 1989.  

"I always bug him," Cole said with a grin, "and say that when he was 

going through the draft the Europeans didn't get picked until the third and 

fourth rounds. I always tell him that 11th overall in his day is like 20th 

overall in my day. I always give it to him." 

Cole says bragging rights will be on the line when the family gathers at 

the Rooftop Bar & Grill in Regina to watch the first round of the draft on 

Friday night.  

"If I happen to be picked at 11 that would be the Chicago Blackhawks, if 

they keep their pick, and they’re an Original Six team. My dad got drafted 

by Detroit, which is also an Original Six team, so there’s a coincidence 

there. But any team would be exciting."  

Mike is the only player in National Hockey League history to suit up for 

12 different teams. So, there’s a decent chance Cole will be able to get 

some insight from his father wherever he lands.  

Mike always seemed to be in demand during his 17 seasons in the NHL 

and Cole is certainly in demand when it comes to this year’s draft. While 

playing on loan for the Sioux Falls Stampede last season, he potted 24 

goals and added 22 assists in 31 games en route to being named the 

USHL's rookie of the year.  

During a conversation with TSN this week, Sillinger shared his favourite 

stories from growing up as the son of an NHLer. He also explained what 

makes him an “elite scorer.” The following is an edited transcript of the 

conversation.  

How did you hold up as the youngest of three brothers in the Sillinger 

household?  

"I did alright. I always got thrown in net. I was always the goalie and my 

brothers would just rip pucks at me. As I got older I got a little more 

mature and a little more physically strong, so that allowed me to hold my 

ground." 

Did you ever think about becoming a goalie?  

"Honestly, I did a little bit when my dad was playing for the Islanders. 

Rick DiPietro was the young star and I remember him giving me a full set 

of goalie gear with R. DiPietro on one side and then on the other side C. 

Sillinger. It’s a cool story there. He tried to trick me into being a goalie, 

but thank God I didn't."  

Do you have a favourite memory from when your dad played? 

"Just a couple things like that. DiPietro giving me the goalie pads. Mike 

Comrie was dating Hilary Duff and they would take us out for suppers. I 

remember I put Miroslav Satan’s jeans in the hot tub for $100, so that's a 

good story there."  

Who paid the $100?  

"I think Mark Streit, but I'm not too sure. I remember he gave it to me and 

my brothers."  

What's the best story you've heard about your dad? 

"My dad was known for, after the game, everyone else is having a protein 

shake and my dad would crack a beer and put it in his ‘protein’ cup. I was 

actually interviewing with a team and they brought that up and it was 

pretty funny. That's a good story about what a clown he is."   

What's the No. 1 thing you've learned from your dad?  

"That you can control two things: your work ethic and attitude. If the 

situation is not so good or it's really good, it's all about your mindset and 

the amount of effort you put in to either reverse the situation or keep the 

situation going the way it’s going. And that mindset will earn you a lot of 

respect in the hockey world and in everyday life. So, that's kind of what I 

live by and try to do in my everyday life." 

What stands out about your dad's career?  

"That he was super adaptable and super reliable. He never took anything 

for granted. Whatever opportunity was presented to him, whether it was a 

fourth-line centre or second-line PK guy, whatever it may be, he made 

the most of his opportunity. And he was always a good teammate. When 

I was young and went to hockey tournaments, everywhere we would go 

he would have ex-teammates calling him up and asking him to go out for 

suppers and I think that's super special." 

What similarities do you have with him as a player?  

"He played a long time and to play a long time you have to have a real 

good hockey brain and see the ice really well and know how plays are 

developing. I believe that we have a similar quality in that sense." 

How would you describe your style of play?  

"I'm an elite scorer, someone who likes to utilize my shot and my release 

all over the zone to expose the goalie and defenders. I'm a smart player 

who can execute plays in all three zones. I play with an edge. I play 

greasy. I'm not afraid to do the dirty work." 

What makes your shot good? 

"Just always being adaptable and able to shoot off both feet and shooting 

in stride and shooting when no one’s really expecting a shot." 

You seem to be able to change the angle of your blade right before you 

shoot. How did you develop that?  

"Just a lot of practice and always wanting to score. I always have that 

goal-scorer’s mindset. I'm open to trying new things and learning from the 

best shooters. I watch a lot of video of guys like Auston Matthews and 

Nathan MacKinnon." 

What do you notice when you watch Matthews?  

"I try to pick up on the timing of when he shoots the puck and when he 

enters the zone. Sometimes, he has that little pull shot and it's not 

released right away. Sometimes he hesitates an extra couple seconds 

and then will just flick the wrist and it just slings, so that's something I 

notice. It's not all timing or one motion. It's just being able to do a little 

fake or a little pull and then maybe a little hesitation and then firing it." 

Where does the grease in your game come from?  

"I got two older brothers along with my dad, so we're a very competitive 

household. Whether it's in the gym or on the ice or on the golf course, we 

don't want to lose. On the ice, I'll do anything it takes to gain momentum 

for our team. If that involves taking a hit or giving a hit or winning a battle 

in the corner, I want to be the guy doing it."  

What did you take from the USHL experience?  

"The USHL is a different style of game than the Western Hockey League. 

It's older players and more of a chip-and-chase style, so a lot greasier 

and that's something I'll take is playing with that edge and not being 

afraid to play physical and use my strength."  

Who are your NHL role models?  

"I got a few. Bo Horvat, John Tavares and maybe even a little Logan 

Couture in there. If you mix all those qualities together, that's the kind of 

player I see myself as. I know Tavares in his prime was scoring 30, 40 

goals in the National Hockey League. He’s got a real good shot, real 

good release and a real good hockey brain that allows him to get to the 

inside. With Horvat, I believe he’s got a similar skating stride as me. He’s 

a big frame and is real tough to get knocked off the puck. He’s never 

been the most explosive skater, but he's worked on it a ton and he’s one 

of the smoothest and most explosive skaters, in my opinion, on 

Vancouver. And with Couture, he plays the middle and the wing. So, 

those are three players I look up to." 

What’s your focus this summer? 

"My first-step quickness and explosiveness ... Skating is so valuable and 

it seems like every level you go up the game gets faster and faster. I'm a 

good skater. I’m a strong skater. I'm tough to get knocked off the puck 

and I can handle the puck at top speed, but it's just that first-step 

quickness I'm working on. MacKinnon or Johnny Gaudreau are the guys I 

really like to watch, because their first three steps are really explosive 



and they get to top speed like that (snaps fingers). And I want to clean up 

my stride and get a little smoother and efficient with my stride."  

On your Instagram page there's a picture of you with MacKinnon and 

Tyson Barrie from a few years back. Is there a story there?  

"Every Easter we go down to Arizona and have a family vacation and we 

usually go to Ray Whitney's house. My dad played with him and they're 

really good buddies and usually guys like Shane Doan and Josh Doan 

are there with their family, so we have a real good Easter supper. We 

know Len Barrie pretty well and he's usually there, so Tyson was down 

there and then I remember walking in one year and seeing Nathan 

MacKinnon and I’m like, 'Oh my God, this is going to be a week.' We got 

golf matches lined up with Mackinnon and Barrie and Luke Schenn was 

there. It was a real good week. I was 13, 14 years old at the time and it 

was something I will remember forever and something that was super 

special."  

What's one thing you took from being around MacKinnon? 

"Just his competitive nature. He hated to lose. He hated even being 

down. I remember he had to chip the ball in from 50 yards away and from 

the desert and he chipped it in to push it to the next hole. Just little 

stories like that. He’s so competitive." 
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USA TODAY / Seattle Kraken put community first, hockey second in 

lead-up to inaugural season 

 

ALYSSA HERTEL   | USA TODAY 

 

Tim Pipes may be the luckiest, unlucky hockey fan in Seattle. He opened 

The Angry Beaver, the city’s only hockey bar, in 2012, in the middle of an 

NHL lockout. Then, nearly two years before the NHL approved a Seattle 

franchise, his bar survived a gas explosion and a robbery. 

It looked like the tides were turning when he heard the city would be 

getting a professional hockey team from Kraken owner and CEO Tod 

Leiweke, who had patronized Pipes’ bar over the years. But then another 

blow: the pandemic hit, with the United States’ first confirmed case in 

Washington state. 

Pipes shuttered his business twice. It looked like The Angry Beaver 

would close forever, just months before the Seattle Kraken's first puck 

drop. But thanks to the help of devoted, hockey-loving customers who 

raised thousands of dollars so Pipes’ bar could stay open, he kept going 

with one goal in mind: hang on for Seattle’s hockey team. 

Pipes went from nearly closing his doors for good to hosting Seattle's 

front office after the announcement of head coach Dave Hakstol. His luck 

was finally turning. 

“I opened my silly little hockey bar completely selfishly – because I’m 

Canadian and I wanted to watch some damn hockey,” Pipes said. “Come 

October, it’s going to be a really exciting time for me, for the hockey fans 

in Seattle. Part of my job now is to bring the sport to those people that 

don’t know much about it.” 

Symbol of healing 

Before even playing a game, the Kraken have become a fixture in the 

community, something for the people of Seattle to look forward to during 

one of the most difficult times in recent history. Mayor Jenny Durkan, who 

saw firsthand how hard her city was hit by COVID-19, knows the first 

hockey game can’t come soon enough. 

“From the very beginning, they were not just building an arena, they were 

supporting community,” Durkan said. “They’re involved in so many 

community events coming out of the pandemic to build back better. 

Seattle has been through such a hard time in the last 18 months and 

coming out of COVID to now have this new team really helps us imagine 

and frame a better future.” 

Whether they intended it or not, the Kraken have become a symbol of 

healing. As the city returns to some semblance of normality, Seattle’s 

NHL franchise can now focus on bringing fans back to live sporting 

events. 

First, they must build that fan base, which has a strong reputation around 

the city. Not to mention the ticket sales speak for themselves. The 

Kraken collected 35,000 deposits for season tickets in a matter of hours, 

and there are more than 60,000 people on the waiting list. They’ve 

managed to build constant enthusiasm despite not having NHL players 

officially on the roster until last night's expansion draft. 

Carter Hart, a goaltender with the Philadelphia Flyers, knows a thing or 

two about Seattle hockey fans’ passion. The 22-year-old Alberta, 

Canada, native spent all four seasons of his major junior hockey career 

with the Everett Silvertips, who play at an arena 40 minutes outside of 

Seattle’s city center. 

“It was a great place to play junior hockey,” Hart said. “The fan base was 

awesome. They really supported us, and they were loud. I love it out 

there and I know the players that go and end up in Seattle are going to 

love it, too.” 

Ask him his favorite memory about playing in Washington state, and Hart 

admits the fans at sold-out games were a huge part of his junior 

experience. He only wishes there was an NHL team in the city when he 

played there. 

“Now for (Seattle) to have an NHL team, I bet all the boys that are 

playing junior out there would love to go to games,” Hart said. “You 

already see how loud and passionate Vegas fans are, and I think Seattle 

is going to be even better. You see how they cheer on their other pro 

teams. I think it’s going to carry over and it’s going to be cool to see for 

sure.” 

Hart is already looking forward to his first game back in Seattle, with his 

former billet Parker Fowlds – who Hart describes as a grandfather – in 

the stands. The two will represent two generations of hockey in 

Washington: the new cohort of players, a number that will only grow with 

the Kraken in town, and the fans who have waited for hockey history to 

repeat itself. 

And that’s what the Kraken represent, over a century’s worth of history, in 

hockey and beyond. 

This is the second time a professional hockey team calls Seattle home. 

In 1917, the Metropolitans became the first American team to win the 

Stanley Cup. Eleven years later, the New York Rangers cemented their 

spot in history as the first American NHL franchise to win the Cup, but by 

then, Seattle’s team was long gone. 

Junior hockey teams moved into the outskirts of Seattle and the sport 

remained part of the city’s fabric for decades without an NHL team. Colin 

Campbell, president of the Seattle Thunderbirds junior hockey team, 

understands why an NHL team will be successful in the Pacific 

Northwest. 

“With the Kraken, people see where we fit with the development model 

that’s in place,” Campbell said. “The media’s taken more interest in us 

and our players to get more hockey on because they know the games 

are coming up this year. Everything that happens takes it to another 

level. It’s created a buzz that wasn’t necessarily there for hockey in the 

past.” 

Between the Thunderbirds in the south, the Silvertips in the north and the 

Kraken situated in the middle, Campbell thinks it’s the perfect storm to 

grow hockey in the region and put Seattle on the map as a hockey city 

that can compete with rivals across the Canadian border. 

Durkan emphasized that the Kraken are focused not only on the team but 

on building up the community, so the NHL has a future in the city. That 

starts with the infrastructure the Kraken have built with Seattle in mind. 

“We’re doing things differently,” said Bill Chapin, senior vice president of 

sales for the Kraken. “Start with the arena. It’s a brand-new arena under 

a historic roof. The actual rain that falls here in Seattle will be collected 

and that water is going to be turned into the actual ice that the players 

skate on.” 

Climate Pledge Arena is built under the roof of the Seattle Center, the 

site of the 1962 World’s Fair. The Kraken are offering fully subsidized 

transportation to games on the same monorail that was built for the 

World’s Fair. Seattle built a new practice facility for the team, and 

Leiweke advocated for multiple sheets of ice that would be open for 

public use, making the Kraken Community Iceplex the first permanent 

rink within city limits. 

The Kraken’s nonprofit, the One Roof Foundation, aims to connect with 

the city by addressing some of the region's biggest issues. Seattle is 

addressing youth homelessness and environmental justice, particularly 

focusing on how both issues disproportionately impact low-income and 

predominantly BIPOC neighborhoods in the region. 

Every decision leading up to the first puck drop has been intentional. 

That includes prioritizing diversity in their hiring decisions. 

“We are an organization that from the very beginning have prioritized 

diversity, equity and inclusion,” said Katie Townsend, the Kraken's senior 

vice president of communications and marketing. “It’s at the heart of what 

we do in terms of our hiring practices, it’s important that our staff reflect 

our fan base.” 

Thank you @naamnw for allowing us to participate during the 

#Juneteenth Jamboree! We loved seeing the community come together 

to commemorate the occasion. 

For Mari Horita, the Kraken's vice president of community engagement 

and social impact, the wins and losses don’t matter, at least not as much 

as doing right by the community. She knows that making the game more 

accessible and emphasizing diversity in the game are keys to the 

Kraken’s success. 

“If we don’t, then I’ve failed,” Horita said. “We can’t expect just because 

we open a shiny new arena that they’re going to come to it. We invest in 



communities, show up over and over again so that they have a good 

feeling about who we are, and we make sure they know that this is their 

story too.” 

Even with the Kraken paying homage to Seattle’s history and focusing on 

the community, there are questions about how the NHL’s youngest 

franchise will compare to the success of a recent expansion team, the 

Vegas Golden Knights. 

So, will an NHL franchise in Seattle be successful? 

Forget the players the Kraken added to the roster on Wednesday night, 

coach Hakstol and even the prospects Seattle will pick in the NHL draft 

that starts Friday. Eventually, those players and coaches will move on. 

The Kraken are establishing a foundation that goes beyond the ice, 

starting with the people of Seattle.  
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