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Former Hurricanes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic says trade to Red Wings came ‘out of nowhere’  

By Chip Alexander  

Alex Nedeljkovic said he was playing golf when he first got 
the news he was no longer a goaltender for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Nedeljkovic was told he was being traded to the Detroit Red 
Wings. Soon after the deal was announced Thursday, agent 
Rich Evans tweeted that Nedeljkovic would receive a two-
year contract worth $6 million from the Wings. 

“I was a little surprised at the move,” Nedeljkovic said Friday 
on a media call. “Honestly it was kind of out of the blue. The 
trade itself was really like out of nowhere.” 

The Canes and Red Wings swapped goalies. Nedeljkovic 
went to the Wings and the Canes received the rights to 
veteran goalie Jonathan Bernier, a pending unrestricted free 
agent. The Wings also gave the Canes a 2021 third-round 
draft pick. 

The trade caught many Canes fans off-guard, and social 
media soon was aflame about the guy everyone called 
“Ned,” a Calder Trophy finalist this past season as NHL 
rookie of the year. 

But from what Nedeljkovic said Friday, it had become 
apparent he wasn’t going to be able to hammer out a new 
contract with the Hurricanes.  

“Where they were and we were, it just wasn’t on the same 
page,” he said. “It’s a business as much as it is a game and 
we have to do what’s best for us sometimes, and the team 
has to do what’s best for them. We just couldn’t come to an 
agreement.” 

A sticking point was that Nedeljkovic was a restricted free 
agent with arbitration rights. In salary arbitration, the Parma, 
Ohio, native might have been rewarded more than $3 million.  

The Canes could point to the fact that Nedeljkovic, as a 
rookie, played just 23 games last season. While he had 
impressive numbers — 15-5-3 record, 1.90 goals-against 
average and .932 save percentage — it was a small sample 
size.  

The Nedeljkovic camp could counter that he was a Calder 
finalist, made the NHL’s All-Rookie team and helped the 
Canes win the Central Division. When the Canes needed 
him most, with goalie Petr Mrazek injured, Nedeljkovic 
stepped in and delivered. 

When the Canes reached the Stanley Cup playoffs for a third 
straight season, Nedeljkovic was their No. 1 goalie. He was 
in net for nine of the playoff games, going 4-5 with a 2.17 
GAA and .920 save percentage. 

“Obviously you need the opportunity in order to succeed and 
I got the opportunity, so getting the opportunity there was 
obviously a key,” Nedeljkovic said. “But it was just playing my 
game and believing in myself. I always thought that way and 
believed I could play in this league and be an elite goalie. 

“I just needed the opportunity. I always believed that I could 
do it and play and have success. Playing in tough situations 
and tough environments just reinforced that thought and that 
confidence I had in myself.” 

The Red Wings, in a rebuild under general manager Steve 
Yzerman, won just 19 games last season and finished 
seventh in the Central. But they were a thorn in the Canes’ 
side, winning four of the eight games. 

Going to Detroit is almost like a homecoming for Nedeljkovic. 
He played junior hockey in the Detroit area, including parts of 
three seasons with the Plymouth Whalers of the OHL.  

Nedeljkovic, 25, has been living in the Detroit area in the 
offseason for about 10 years. His wife, Emma, is in nursing 
school at Michigan State, he said. 

At the same time, he’s leaving an organization that drafted 
him in the second round in 2014. He was a big part of the 
Charlotte Checkers winning a Calder Cup in 2019 when the 
Checkers were the Canes’ AHL affiliate. 

“Just being in the organization it really started to feel like 
home,” he said. “We loved being down there. But as much as 
it is a game and you play it and try to have fun and enjoy it, it 
is a business, too. GMs and owners have to do what’s best 
for the team.”
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The Hurricanes were active on the second day of the NHL Draft. Here’s who they picked  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes went into the 2021 NHL Entry Draft 
with a simple plan: accumulate as many draft picks as 
possible and use them. 

In short, the more chances you have, the better the odds 
you’ll pick someone who can develop into a good NHL player 
one day. 

“This is a different year,” Canes president and general 
manager Don Waddell said Saturday on a media call. 
“Everything was done on Zoom, no live viewings of the 
players. Some players didn’t play any games, some played 
few. There was a little bit of the unknown.  

“Our strategy was we wanted to get as many picks as we 
possibly can. You’re going to miss on a lot of guys this year 
but you’re going to hit on some guys, too. We went in 
thinking that way and it worked out for us. We never 
compromised ourselves. We never passed on a player 
where we said we can’t live without this player.” 

The Canes started Friday, trading away the No. 27 overall 
pick in the first round to the Nashville Predators for two 
second-round choices. They also added a second-round pick 
by trading defenseman Jake Bean to Columbus. 

When their work was done Saturday, when the virtual draft 
came to an end, the Canes had made 13 selections: six 
defensemen, four forwards and three goalies. 

“I think we covered everything,” Canes assistant general 
manager Darren Yorke, who oversees amateur scouting, 
said on a Saturday media call. “Obviously when you get into 
any draft you’re just trying to maximize the picks that you 
have. 

“By trading back in the first round, we looked at our list and 
we looked at the different options and we decided that we 
had lots of players that we liked, so we took a risk that if we 
traded down we could get more of them. So it was really 
more the opportunity to keep getting players we were excited 
about.” 

With their initial second-rounder Saturday, No. 40 overall, the 
Canes selected another D-man, Scott Morrow of Shattuck-
St. Mary’s Prep that the Canes liked. “Probably one of the 
most skilled players in this draft,” Yorke said. 

A right-shot defenseman, Morrow has good size at 6-2 and 
195 pounds, with an ability to join the rush and with decent 
offensive skills. He’s committed to playing college hockey at 
UMass and was ranked 39th among North America skaters 
by NHL Central Scouting. 

“I think it all starts with me being a good skater and I have a 
lot of skill with the puck,” Morrow said Saturday on a media 
call. “I try to be offensive, but I think I’m a 200-foot player and 
I play to win. I think that’s what I’ll bring to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

“I can contribute on both ends of the ice. I can move the 
puck, I can run the power play, I can defend on the penalty 
kill, I can play in any situation.” 

The Canes followed that at No. 44 — after taking a lengthy 
timeout — by taking another defender, Aleksi Heimosalmi of 
Finland. 

Heimosalmi is a 5-foot-11, 170-pound right-hand shot 
defenseman who observers believe was the best defender at 
last year’s U-18 World Championships. A slick puck mover, 
he’s another in a trend of the Canes going back to the 
Finnish well, where the team has had a measure of success, 
most notably with forward Sebastian Aho, and drafted other 
Finns. Heimosalmi was the 26th-ranked European skater by 
NHL Central Scouting. 

The Canes stuck with the Finnish theme at No. 51, selecting 
right winger Ville Koivunen out of Karpat, Finland. The 6-foot, 
168-pound forward scored 23 goals and added 26 assists for 
the Karpat junior team in 2020-21 in 38 games played. At the 
2021 U-18 World Championship, he had four goals and six 
assists in seven games. 

Asked about the Canes’ preference for drafting Finns, 
Koivunen said, “I think that’s a really big thing, a good thing,” 

After another lengthy pause, Carolina traded their final 
second-round pick to Los Angeles for Pick No. 72 overall 
(third round) and Pick 109 (fourth round). In the third round 
came another trade with Nashville — the No. 72 choice for 
Nos. 83 and 147.  

The Canes used the 83rd pick, their first in the third round, 
on a goalie — Patrik Hamrla of the Czech Republic who has 
what has become more prototypical size for “new age” 
goalies at 6-3 and 194 pounds. Scouting reports say Hamrla, 
who played in the Czech Extraliga in 2020-21, also handles 
the puck well when leaving the net, which would be a plus. 

The Canes swapped their second third-round pick to 
Chicago for a third in the 2022 draft, then used the No. 94 
pick to take another defensemen: Aidan Hreschuk, who is 
with the US National Team Development Program and is 
headed to Boston College. 

The Canes used their first fourth-round pick, No. 109, on 
forward Jackson Blake, whose father, Jason, played in the 
NHL and was a 40-goal scorer for the New York Islanders. At 
5-10 and 158 pounds, Jackson Blake is a small but shifty 
player and headed to North Dakota for college hockey. 

“I’m one of the smaller guys but I feel like I play like a 
(bigger) guy and think I see the ice just as well as anyone, if 
not better,” Blake said on a Saturday media call. “I love to 
compete and I love to put the puck in the back of the net.” 

Blake said he had a hard night sleeping Friday, then said 
much of Saturday was “definitely stressful” waiting for his 
name to be called. It took a while but it was. 

Meanwhile, Friday night marked the first time since 2012 that 
the Canes did not use their first-round pick. In 2012, Carolina 
traded for Jordan Staal of the Pittsburgh Penguins, and soon 
signed him to a 10-year extension. The big trade 
overshadowed the Canes’ picks on the second day of the 
draft in Pittsburgh, but they ended up picking forward Brock 
McGinn in the second round and defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
in the fourth. 
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Friday frenzy 

The Hurricanes kicked off Friday night’s frenzy with a trade, 
this one perhaps more expected than that which dealt goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic to Detroit on Thursday. 

This time, the Canes shipped away Bean to Columbus. Bean 
was the last first-round draft pick from the Ron Francis era 
since 2012 remaining on the team. He only drew in to 42 
regular season games this year, registering one goal and 11 
assists. In the playoffs,  

The Bean-to-Columbus trade was part of a series of bigger 
moves for the Jackets, who also packaged star defender 
Seth Jones, the last pick of this year’s first round and a sixth-
round pick for Adam Boqvist, the 12th overall pick Friday , a 
first in 2022 and that second-rounder, 44th overall. 

Friday was, overall, a big day for trades around the league. 
The biggest of all of them was a five-player, nine-asset trade 
between Vancouver and Arizona. The Coyotes sent captain 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and forward Conor Garland to the 
Canucks. In return, Vancouver sent forwards Loui Eriksson, 
Jay Beagle and Antoine Roussel and a first-round pick (No. 9 
overall) in the 2021 NHL Draft, a second-round pick in the 
2022 NHL Draft and a seventh-round pick in the 2023 NHL 
Draft to the Coyotes. 

Earlier in the day, the St. Louis Blues acquired forward Pavel 
Buchnevich from the New York Rangers in exchange for 
forward Sammy Blais and a second-round pick in the 2022 
NHL Draft, and the Philadelphia Flyers acquired Rasmus 
Ristolainen in exchange for defenseman Robert Hagg, 2021 
first-round draft pick and 2023 second-round draft pick. 

Hurricanes selections in the 2021 NHL Draft 

(Draft pick, position, name, height, weight) 

Second round 

No. 40 — D Scott Morrow, 6-2, 195 

Morrow played this past season at Shattuck-St. Mary’s Prep 
and with Fargo in the USHL and has committed to UMass. A 
right-shot D-man, he is quick to jump into the rush. 

Canes’ assistant GM Darren Yorke: “Real high offensive 
upside. One of the hardest, coveted positions to get is that 
big, offensive right-hand defenseman.” 

No. 44 — D Aleksi Heimosalmi, 5-11, 170 

The Finnish defenseman, while not a big guy, is another 
right-shot D who some believe was the best defender at last 
year’s U-18 World Championships. 

Yorke: “Another similar offensive type of defenseman. For a 
5-11 defenseman, the ability to gap up and play strong 
defense against the rush and along the boards ... it’s his 
smartness and how he uses his body to win battles.” 

No. 51 — F Ville Koivunen, 6-0, 168 

The Finn had 23 goals and 26 assists in 38 games Karpat 
junior team in 2020-21. Yorke said Karpat general manager 
Harri Aho, the father of the Canes’ Sebastian Aho, “raved 
about his character.” 

Yorke: “As high a compete as anyone probably in the draft. 
Probably one of the smarter wingers in this draft.”  

Third round 

No. 83 — G Patrik Hamrla, 6-3, 194 

The Czech Republic native played in the Czech Extraliga in 
2020-21, has good athleticism and isn’t bashful in leaving the 
net to handle the puck. 

Yorke: “Big athletic goalie. Going to the QMJHL next season. 
His power to go side to side is something you can’t teach, 
especially at his size.” 

No. 94 — D Aidan Hreschuk, 5-11, 188. 

The Long Beach, Calif., native is with the US National Team 
Development Program and was alternate captain for Team 
USA in U18 World Championship. Headed to Boston 
College. 

Yorke: “Smart, smart hockey player, one of the smarter 
players here for the US team in how he defends. His ability 
to end plays in the neutral zone and that quick transition the 
puck is something that really gravitate to us with him.” 

Fourth round 

No. 109 — F Jackson Blake, 5-10, 158. 

Short but said to be a quick, shifty player and goal-scorer, 
Blake had a big season for Eden Prairie High in Minnesota 
and also played for the Chicago Steel in the USHL. His 
father, Jason, is a former NHL forward. 

Yorke: “One of the common themes we talk about is the 
hockey sense. Jackson is incredibly smart. His 5-on-5 play is 
what really impressed us.” 

Fifth round 

No. 136 — F Robert Orr, 5-11, 176. 

Name has a nice hockey ring to it. Orr, one of the youngest 
players in the draft, had a strong rookie season for the 
Halifax Mooseheads of the QMJHL and was often on the top 
line. 

Yorke: “Uses his speed and is incredibly fast. He can drive 
the game from the defensive zone to the offensive zone and 
still be able to make those one-on-one plays.” 

No. 147 — F Justin Robidas, 5-8, 173. 

Like Jackson Blake, Robidas’ father was an NHL veteran: 
defenseman Stephane Robidas. What Justin lacks in size he 
makes up for in his competitiveness, quickness and on-ice 
savvy, scouts say.  

Yorke: “Very similar to Blake as how they play the game and 
see the game. Incredibly competitive. Obviously has the 
background with his dad to understand what it takes to be a 
pro.” 

Sixth round 

No. 170 — D Bryce Montgomery, 6-4, 215. 

Montgomery, from Bowie, Md., already has a man-size frame 
and impressed in hockey showcase events and invitational 
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outings that allowed OHL players to be seen by NHL scouts 
during the pandemic. 

Yorke: “Big right-handed defenseman who can skate. Hard 
to find and especially guys as big as him who can skate as 
well.” 

No. 187 — G Nikita Quapp, 6-3, 187 

The German-born goalie, who has the size NHL team covet, 
had some inconsistent play last season with several teams. 
Quapp was a member of Germany’s U18 World Junior team. 

Yorke: “An 18-year-old who played in the men’s league. Big 
blocking style. Guy who just has this raw ability to be in the 
right spot and make some of the tougher saves look easy.” 

Seventh round 

No. 200 — G Yegor Naumov, 6-3, 198 

The Russian goalie can cover the net with his big frame. 
Played junior hockey last season for MHK Krylia Sovetov 
Muskva in the MHL. 

Yorke: “Another guy that our goalie coaches really pushed 
hard on. Very athletic, very quick. He reads the game so 
well.” 

No. 209 — F Nikita Guslistov, 5-10, 178. 

The Russian forward is said to be the youngest player to 
score a KHL hat trick. On Jan. 27, he also became the 
youngest to captain a KHL team for a game, with Severstal. 
(Vladimir Taransenko had been the youngest.) 

Yorke: “Was a point-a-game player in the MHL and was 
called up to the KHL. For a 19-year-old kid to start as a 
fourth-line center and then get to third line, just overall he’s 
just a smart, dependable player.” 

No. 219 — D Joel Nystrom, 5-11. 170 

The Swede was ranked 48th among European skaters by 
NHL Central Scouting and has good quickness. Got in 27 
games for Farjestad in the SHL.  

Yorke: “A late developer. Went through the draft already 
once. Probably one of the quicker, faster developing players 
this year, getting to the SHL and playing significant minutes.”
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What’s next for the Hurricanes after a busy draft? Attention turns to Dougie Hamilton  

By Chip Alexander  

The 2021 NHL Entry Draft was about to end Saturday — the 
Carolina Hurricanes had just made 13 picks — when Don 
Waddell settled into a seat in the “War Room” at PNC Arena 
for a Zoom media interview. 

Waddell, the Canes’ president and general manager, didn’t 
let out a sigh, but he could have. It’s just that he still has 
much to do and little time to do it. 

Dougie Hamilton, for starters. 

The Canes want to keep the star defenseman. The 
defenseman wants to be properly paid. Soon to be an 
unrestricted free agent, Hamilton will be paid — a lot — by 
someone as one of the NHL’s best. 

How much? Defenseman Seth Jones, traded Friday by 
Columbus to the Chicago Blackhawks, was given an eight-
year contract with a $9.5 million annual cap hit. Defenseman 
Cale Makar of the Colorado Avalanche, 22, just got six years 
at $9 million a year.  

Such are some of the market values. Hamilton’s agent, JP 
Barry, certainly knows all the details. 

“We’ve let Dougie know and have been very open about 
what we think the value is,” Waddell said. “His value might 
be higher someplace else. But again we’re talking about a 
team that’s trying to win a championship. We have a plan in 
place for Dougie and he’s very aware of it.”  

Waddell said Saturday he would continue his talks with Barry 
on Sunday. He also said it was agreed Hamilton’s situation 
needs to be resolved before Wednesday, before NHL free 
agency begins, and said the two sides seemed “closer” to an 
agreement. 

“Deadlines are when things usually happen,” Waddell said 
on the media call. “I know Dougie’s very familiar with where 
we are. We know what his thoughts are. It’s up to his agent, 
to JP (Barry) and I, to figure it out, how we make this work for 
both of us.  

“He’s a free agent and he can go any place. It’s got to be a 
two-way street. It’s got to fit for him and it’s got to fit for us. 
But I feel pretty good that we’ll be able to get this done.” 

Another item of pressing concern: goaltending. 

Waddell and the Canes traded goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to the 
Detroit Red Wings on Thursday. Again, it was a money thing. 
Nedeljkovic was a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 
and seemed more than willing to go to arbitration and let a 
mediator determine his salary. 

Instead, Nedeljkovic was traded for the rights to Red Wings 
goalie Jonathan Bernier and a 2021 third-round pick. Just 
like that, a goalie who was a 2021 Calder Trophy finalist and 
a fan favorite was dealt away, leaving a number of Canes 
fans confused and irked that the guy known as “Ned” was 
leaving. 

“The Ned thing is tough,” Waddell said. “Ned played good 
here. We got in a situation, he’s been in the organization for 
five years, we’ve watched him for five years. He played good 

here, he had 20-something good hockey games. We just felt 
that with the situation that we were in, he had [arbitration] 
rights, we couldn’t work out a deal and maybe we need more 
experienced goalies in here.  

“We made a decision as an organization. Everybody was 
involved — goalie coaches, coaches, ownership, everybody. 
We didn’t sit down on an island and make this call. You 
watch a player and you find out what he’s all about. He got 
on an unbelievable hot streak this year. We can’t deny that. 
He’s such a great kid and you’re happy for him and wish him 
nothing but success. But we also thought that going forward 
maybe we wanted to go with a more veteran-looking 
goaltending duo.” 

Nedeljkovic made out fine, signing a two-year, $6 million 
contract with the Red Wings. Bernier remains unsigned and 
the Canes’ Petr Mrazek and James Reimer both are due to 
become UFA goalies on Wednesday.  

Will a Mrazek-Bernier tandem eventually be the “veteran-
looking” duo Waddell mentioned? Maybe.  

“We’re wide open,” Waddell said. “We’re approaching it that 
we think it’s an opportunity for all these guys because we 
don’t have a starting goalie. We’re approaching this open-
minded.” 

Nedeljkovic wasn’t the only player traded. The Canes on 
Friday also sent defenseman Jake Bean, a former first-round 
draft pick by Carolina, to the Blue Jackets for a second-round 
selection in this year’s draft. 

Bean, a rookie last season, was left unprotected by Carolina 
for the Seattle Kraken’s expansion draft. The Kraken passed 
on him, making forward Morgan Geekie their selection from 
the Canes. 

Why the Bean trade? 

“We talked about it at great lengths and just felt that the way 
we were situated now with some of our younger kids coming 
and Jake’s been in the organization for a number of years, 
that if we got what we thought was equal value that we’d 
move him on,” Waddell said. “Sometimes we’ve seen it with 
the second team. Jake’s very capable of taking that next step 
and sometimes you need that second team to take it.  

“But for us, it was more where we were. Jake played in our 
third pairing and we wanted a different look in that group. So 
the decision was made, once we got something that we felt 
was fair value, to move him.” 

Of note 

The Canes on Sunday re-signed forward Spencer Smallman 
to a one-year, two-way contract that will pay $750,000 at the 
NHL level and $75,000 at the American Hockey League 
level. 

“Spencer is a hard-nosed forward who is tough to play 
against,” Waddell said in a statement. 

Smallman, 24, played in the AHL and ECHL last season.
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Civian: Trading Alex Nedeljkovic was a gamble that only pays off if the Hurricanes find their 
‘win-now’ goalie 

By Sara Civian 

Let’s take a deep breath for a second, OK? Inhale with me. 
Exhale with me. Open your eyes. 

You have every right to be upset after the Hurricanes 
unexpectedly traded the team’s homegrown Calder finalist, 
restricted free agent Alex Nedeljkovic, to Detroit for 
unrestricted free agent Jonathan Bernier and a third-round 
pick on Thursday. And, as I wrote at the time, you have 
every right to think, “I’ll believe it when I see it” when it 
comes to what general manager Don Waddell told me about 
the trade. 

“You probably can’t have two goalies at $3.5 to $4 million. 
You gotta pay one, then one hopefully on the lesser side,” he 
said. “And here’s the thing: We aren’t trying to save money. 
We’re trying to save cap space. That’s the whole idea.” 

You certainly have every right to question that statement 
based on the Hurricanes’ interesting recent history of 
negotiation tactics. 

But Waddell also brought up an enticing potential use of that 
cap space. 

“I think we’re looking more toward the veteran side of things,” 
he said. “We’re in a win-now mode, and having a veteran 
goalie makes the most sense for our franchise right now. So 
hopefully that’s the direction we end up in.” 

So if the plan is to replace the still-mostly-unproven 
Nedeljkovic with a proven veteran starter, that’d be 
understandable, right? 

Then Pierre LeBrun confirmed this notion Friday aftern… 

Wait, what? Both Bernier and Petr Mrazek? 

Another deep breath. 

On the surface, it looks like Waddell went from being 
“hopeful” that they could sign a “win-now” veteran — and, 
hey, the 32-year-old Bernier is technically a veteran, though 
his 2-5 career playoff record doesn’t speak much for winning 
now — to being “hopeful” to sign a couple of in-house UFAs 
who figure to be on the cheap side. 

Going from having one promising starting goalie to zero 
goalies is a risk no matter how you spin it. As things often go 
with the perception of the Hurricanes, though, the narrative is 
getting twisted from there into “this was a cheap move from a 
poverty franchise.” And that’s not the case. 

After talking to multiple sources, including Waddell, what’s 
clear is that this trade wasn’t about lowballing a goalie they 
wanted to be their starter. They simply didn’t view 
Nedeljkovic as that player. His small sample size and playoff 
performance were too much of a risk to do so during their 
win-now window. So they were negotiating with him as if he 

was going to be their backup or 1B. The Canes would have 
agreed to a $2 to $2.5 million cap hit, but Nedeljkovic’s camp 
believed he has starter potential and wanted to explore that 
elsewhere. 

Of course, Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman saw this coming 
and brilliantly capitalized on it. 

I am not agreeing or disagreeing with the Canes about 
Nedeljkovic’s potential just yet. For me, it’s all about what 
they do next. My own opinions about this move are currently 
all over the place, so now that we’ve taken a few deep 
breaths, let’s brain dump through this together. 

What if the Canes actually end up with a Mrazek-Bernier 
tandem? 

For what it’s worth, I’m under the impression that while the 
Canes are definitely talking to both Mrazek and Bernier, as 
LeBrun reported, they’re also exploring a robust list of 
goalies available right now via free agency or trade. And it 
sounds like Mrazek isn’t tied to a return either. 

But what if they really do end up with just Mrazek and 
Bernier? 

This is particularly underwhelming because we were all 
expecting a splash to begin with, and the Canes could have 
just kept the Mrazek-Nedeljkovic tandem intact. But 
remember that the original premise of this trade, no matter 
what our opinions on that premise are: that the Hurricanes 
hadn’t seen enough from Nedeljkovic to trust him with a cap 
hit that’d make him their primary goalie for a Cup run. 

So following that logic, why would they have kept riding 
Nedeljkovic in the playoffs this past season, and kept Mrazek 
benched? 

Maybe Mrazek’s injury is the explanation. This is speculation, 
and giving the Canes the benefit of the doubt, but Mrazek 
was injured for more than half of the season (that’s how 
Nedeljkovic got his chance in the first place, remember?), so 
what if he was still banged up during the playoffs and could 
only play that one game? Or what if the Canes just didn’t 
want to risk the rustiness of missing so many games? 

If that’s not what happened, it makes little sense that they’d 
keep Mrazek benched and now claim they don’t see 
Nedeljkovic as a No. 1 — while attempting to bring Mrazek 
back. 

And what about Bernier? 

Are we all just agreeing that Bernier isn’t good without 
thinking it through? 

For context, Nedeljkovic was playing behind one of the best 
blue lines in the NHL this past season, and Bernier was 
playing behind one of the worst. This tweet from the one and 
only Prashanth Iyer from Feb. 3 paints the dire picture: 
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Despite *gestures generally toward the Detroit Red Wings in 
their current state*, Bernier had a .914 save percentage 
through 24 games in 2020-21. Nedeljkovic had a stellar, 
Calder-worthy .932 through 23 games for the Canes. Both of 
these things are pretty good, but how do they compare? 

There are a few things going on here, for our purposes. First 
of all, Bernier (in blue) has been an above-average goalie in 
the league the past two seasons, playing behind *gestures 
toward the Detroit Red Wings in their current state*. Mrazek 
doesn’t suck, either. And Nedeljkovic’s career is the red dot, 
reminding us that it has been both outstanding and very 
short. 

This helps us see that yes, again, you have every right to be 
angry about trading that amazing red dot, but the dot is also 
just beginning and we have no idea if it will end up a flat line. 
And Bernier might be a little better than we’re giving him 
credit for. 

Just saying. 

But there are so many goalies out there right now … 

This is my No. 1 hangup with the whole thing. I understand 
trading Nedeljkovic if you don’t trust him at the salary he’s 
going to get and have something big up your sleeve. The 
Canes have the cap space to explore something big, and 
there’s a market full of big things right now. There is literally 
no excuse not to think big. 

Oh, you want some examples? 

There’s Marc-Andre Fleury, who I’m told the Canes have 
inquired about before and who himself came around to the 
idea of potentially becoming a Hurricane. There’s Robin 
Lehner. One of those two has probably got to leave Vegas. 
There’s Jaroslav Halak, who I’m told the Canes have 
expressed interest in. There’s John Gibson, Darcy Kuemper, 
Philipp Grubauer, Frederik Andersen, Joonas Korpisalo, Antti 
Raanta. 

And those are just the options on the tip of my tongue. 

I think Bernier is just as good as half of those names, for the 
record, but if a team is doing its due diligence, it finds out the 
availability and asking price of every one of the people listed. 

The Canes have shown they’re willing to take a risk in 
moving on from Nedeljkovic, and they’ve determined this 
based on what they think his true ability is, not just his price 
tag. They don’t have to overpay their next goalie to prove 
they aren’t cheap. Let’s not forget about the Scott Darling 
situation. 

But “veteran” goalies in the sense of having a longstanding 
positive track record are generally not free. If the Canes 
aren’t willing to take a second risk and spend a little money 
or make a trade to ensure they’ve got the best possible 
situation to suit their “win-now” mode in net, you’ve gotta 
question that first risk.
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Hurricanes’ 2021 NHL Draft picks: Grades, fit and full scouting reports 

By Corey Pronman 

Corey Pronman grades how the team performed at the 2021 
NHL Draft, and details what to expect from the prospects and 
how they fit into the farm system. 

2021 draft grade: B 

Carolina traded back a lot and ended up getting a lot of good 
players that I particularly like — albeit no true top prospect 
given the Hurricane’s first pick was at No. 40. I can see Ville 
Koivunen and Aleksi Heimosalmi playing games, as well as 
Jackson Blake and Aidan Hreschuk. Their first pick, Scott 
Morrow, was taken early for me, as I’m not as high on him. 
But I love Justin Robidas, who went late and admittedly I’m 
off from the industry on. I see their draft likely producing two 
useful full-time players with the possibility of an extra one. 

Draft class 

Scott Morrow, D (No. 40): Morrow played most of the year at 
Shattuck’s U18 team — for a third season — but did get 
some time with Fargo in the USHL to end 2020-21. It’s been 
tough to get a read on him due to the caliber of opponent 
he’s played, but he has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s 6-foot-2, 
highly skilled, and can skate with NHL players. His skating 
has progressed over time into a strength, showing the ability 
to lead an attack and walk the line. He is very confident with 
the puck and attacks with his skill. He can make plays, but 
he overcomplicates the game and makes some questionable 
decisions. Defensively he’s just OK. He can be a bit soft on 
his checks and lack physicality. In a sentence, Morrow has 
some NHL qualities that give him a chance, but has to add 
elements to his game to allow him to play. 

Aleksi Heimosalmi, D (No. 44): Heimosalmi was fine but 
didn’t do a ton for me through the season. At the U18 worlds, 
he really popped and was named defenseman of the 
tournament. Heimosalmi has very intriguing offensive 
elements with the puck. He’s a strong skater, who can make 
a good first pass, and I’ve grown to appreciate his individual 
skill more with time as someone who can create in transition 
and moving off the blue line. At the junior level he’s a solid 
defender due to his skating, but versus men that will be the 
question at his size without a ton of physicality in his game. 
In a sentence, Heimosalmi projects to play games but may 
have an issue defining a clear NHL role. 

Ville Koivunen, RW (No. 51): Koivunen had an impressive 
season between the Finnish junior level and the U18 worlds. 
Koivunen is a forward with a high skill level who can make a 
lot of plays. He shows great individual creativity to beat 
defenders with his stickhandling. He can make tough passing 
plays in small areas, but also can run the power play and 
create from the perimeter. He’s not an exterior player as 
Koivunen works well in traffic and doesn’t shy from going to 
the net. He’s an undersized player, though, who lacks NHL 
footspeed. In a sentence, Koivunen projects to play NHL 
games but may not stick in a lineup due to his size/skating 
combo. 

Patrik Hamrla, G (No. 83): Hamrla grabs your eye when you 
watch him even versus men as a 6-3 goalie with NHL level 
quickness. He shows the ability to make a lot of the tough 

lateral saves, and often would make stops when it looked like 
he had no chance to get to pucks, combining his great 
quickness with a good compete level. I don’t think his reads 
and technique are terrible, but I found he often was too over 
aggressive with poke checks and challenges leading to goals 
against. He also let in a few too many soft goals from range. 

Aidan Hreschuk, D (No. 94): Hreschuk was an important 
player for the U.S. NTDP, who played all situations 
effectively. He does a lot of good things with the puck. He 
makes skilled plays often, be it quality outlet passes, creative 
seam plays, or putting pucks around opponents. He’s not a 
blazing-fast skater, but he’s quick enough to skate past guys 
and generate clean exits/entries with his skating and skill. 
Defensively he’s OK. Due to the lack of size and high-end 
skating, he can get beaten wide now and then but he’s good 
enough in that area to make stops. In a sentence, Hreschuk 
projects to play NHL games, but may have issues sticking 
due to his size/skating combo. 

Jackson Blake, RW (No. 109): Blake was a great high school 
player, leading his team to a title in Minnesota. In the USHL 
he was up and down but had good stretches. Blake is a 
highly creative offensive player. He shows great puck skills 
consistently in how he attacks defenses and beats his 
checks. He is a very good passer, who can find seams, and 
makes plays from a standstill and on the move. Blake is 
undersized, but works hard to win pucks, plays in the tough 
areas of the ice and can take a hit. He’s not a great skater for 
a player his size, which may challenge him at higher levels. 
In a sentence, Blake projects to play NHL games due to his 
skill and work ethic but may have issues sticking due to his 
size/skating combo. 

Robert Orr, RW (No. 136): Robert Orr, who goes at times by 
Bobby Orr (that name seems familiar for some reason) is a 
very skilled forward. He can do great things with the puck, 
but he doesn’t make a ton of plays, and he’s not that fast 
either. 

Justin Robidas, C (No. 147): Robidas was an important 
player on a great junior team this season. Robidas plays the 
game with a lot of speed and energy which is why despite 
being 5-foot-8, I think his game could translate to higher 
levels. He’s a great skater, who often takes pucks up the ice 
with speed and charges right for the net. Off the puck, he 
hustles to win battles and can kill penalties. Robidas shows 
good instincts as a playmaker, and flashes of good puck 
skills but I wouldn’t call his puck game what gets him to the 
NHL. In a sentence, Robidas projects as a middle-six NHL 
forward, likely on the wing, who will be a fan and coach 
favorite due to his speed and work ethic. 

Bryce Montgomery, D (No. 170): Bryce Montgomery is a big 
right shot defenseman, but in limited minutes in his one OHL 
season I can’t say a saw a lot of NHL attributes other than 
his size, as his skating, skill and sense all looked average. 

Nikita Quapp, G (No. 187): Nikita Quapp is a 6-3 goaltender 
who is very efficient and intelligent in goal. He moves easily 
with the play squaring up a lot of pucks and making good 
reads. He had some good stretches versus men this season 
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in Germany, but also some tough stretches. He lacks 
quickness in the net, and let in quite a few long-range goals. 

Yegor Naumov, G (No. 200): Naumov had a .888 SV% in 9 
games in Russia’s junior league this season. 

Nikita Guslistov, C (No. 209): Nikita Guslistov is a very 
skilled forward who despite being undersized can create 
around the hard areas and works hard to win pucks which 
helped him be successful versus men this season. He’s a 

fine skater but not overly quick for his size. He’s also not a 
true playmaker with the puck either. 

Joel Nystrom, D (No. 219): Joel Nystrom is a highly skilled 
defenseman who can create a fair amount of offense through 
his individual skill as well as having good offensive hockey 
sense. He’s an undersized player however who is a fine 
skater but not that quick for his size. 

 

2021 NHL Draft winners and losers: Ranking every team’s Day 2 picks 

By Scott Wheeler 

Welcome to my comprehensive analysis of how all 32 teams 
did in Rounds 2-7 of the 2021 NHL Draft, including my 
evaluations of almost every player chosen. 

The analysis that follows does not evaluate any of the trades 
that were made on Day 2. Instead, it focuses solely on each 
scouting department’s selections weighted against what they 
had, each prospect’s expected draft range, and my draft 
board. This is not an evaluation of the total value each club 
got out of their picks but rather of the relative value they 
mined compared to where they picked and the number of 
selections they had. As such, teams with more picks (or 
higher picks on average), are not guaranteed high grades, 
just as teams with few picks (or lower picks on average), are 
not guaranteed poor ones. 

This project follows my pick-by-pick first-round grades by 
sorting each team’s draft class into the following tiers: 

 Winners: Teams I believe won out over their 
competition with sleuth, home-run-level selections 
relative to where they picked. 

 Overtime winners: Teams I believe did well with 
where they were slotted, even if they might not have 
picked the exact player(s) I would have. 

 Overtime losers: Teams I believe could have done 
better but might, in time, be happy with their pick(s) 
regardless. 

 Losers: Teams I believe will regret taking the 
player(s) they chose. 

Winners 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

They’re copycats, I tell you. 

Loyal readers will know that the Hurricanes have a way of 
picking players that align with my board and the things I look 
for in my own work. So it was no surprise to me when they 
snatched Scott Morrow, my 33rd-ranked skater, with their 
first second-round pick. Morrow’s a free-flowing, aggressive 
offensive defenceman who demands the puck. Shattuck 
head coach Ben Umhoefer, who has coached top prospects 
like Cam York and Jackson LaCombe, told me he believes 
Morrow’s the most purely gifted defender to come through 
their storied program. I have heard murmurs that he’s got 
some maturing to do from non-Shattuck people (not 

dissimilar to those that have at times surrounded other 
Canes prospects like Anttoni Honka and Dominik Bokk). 

The Aleksi Heimosalmi selection fits the Canes mould 
perfectly, too. They love their smooth, modern, possession-
driving types and that’s Heimosalmi’s game. He’s got some 
of the best edges in the draft and he uses them to walk the 
line and evade pressure with impressive ease. He’s going to 
take some time but he plays the way things are going and so 
do the Canes. 

I thought the most Canes pick of the day was going to be 
Ville Koivunen with their third second-rounder at 51st until 
they took Aidan Hreschuk 94th. Koivunen, my 43rd-ranked 
prospect, is one of the slickest forward prospects in the draft 
outside of the big names at the very top. Hreschuk, one of 
the kids I’ve stuck my neck out on versus the consensus, 
ranked 41st on my board and was my top-ranked D when 
they traded into the third round to grab him. 

And low and behold, they also took Jackson Blake (my 78th-
ranked player, drafted 109th), Justin Robidas (my 60th-
ranked player, drafted 147th), and Robert Orr (a player I 
wrote about in my final cuts column). Blake’s an 
underdeveloped kid who is going to need the benefit of time 
to reach his potential. He blends skill and energy to involve 
himself in plays and make something happen shift-to-shift. 
Robidas is speedy but small who excels inside the offensive 
zone but has also made a name for himself as a reliable 
defensive forward. Orr’s a riser who had a good rookie 
season. 

Even Bryce Montgomery, who wasn’t on my board, is an 
intriguing long-shot project as a huge defender who moves 
well. Multiple NHL scouts listed him as an OHL sleeper in my 
survey last week. 

Their seventh-round was weird but that’s the time to do it 
when you’ve got three picks there. Otherwise: Really good 
day. 

2. Dallas Stars 
Day 1 rank: No. 21 (losers) 

It’s funny, I would have been a little kinder to the Stars on 
Friday had they taken Logan Stankoven with their first-round 
pick and Wyatt Johnston with their second-rounder. If these 
were their first two targets (we don’t know that they were), 
though, then it might be a sleuth bit of work because 
Stankoven was always more likely to linger than Johnston. I 
still think they’d have been better off taking a player whose 
ceiling projects a little higher than Johnston’s in the first, 
while still drafting Stankoven with their second, but he was 
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my third-best player available with their first second-round 
pick (he ranked 29 spots higher on my board at No. 18 than 
where they nabbed him). 

I’m a little lower on their selection with the very next pick 
48th, though. Artem Grushnikov’s a good prospect. But the 
idea of him has thus far been bigger than the reality of him. 
He’s got a pro frame that he needs to fill out, he’s got good 
mobility, and he rarely gets himself into trouble out there. But 
he’s a long ways away and doesn’t impact the game nearly 
as well in the offensive half as he does in the defensive half. 

One of my favourite picks of the draft was the Stars nabbing 
Ayrton Martino, who was by then my best player available 
(ranked 31st, taken 73rd). Martino was a joy to watch in the 
USHL this year — and before that in the OJHL. He’s a 
brilliant problem solver who always finds his way out of 
trouble thanks to his ability to survey the ice, maneuver in 
and out of traffic, and find teammates into open space. I 
won’t be the least bit surprised if he emerges from three or 
four years in college to make it. 

They picked one of my top-ranked players at their slot for a 
third time in four selections in the fourth round when they 
drafted the elusive Conner Roulette (51st on my board) with 
the 111th pick. Roulette’s one of those kids who pulls 
opposing players into him and then makes plays through or 
around them, not unlike Martino. 

You can add drafting Francesco Arcuri with the 175th pick, 
when he lingered as my 96th-ranked prospect, to that list too. 
He’s got some fans around the OHL and there’s a sense that 
he’s still got a steep trajectory in front of him after a good 
year in a bad pro league during this weird COVID season. 

Jacob Holmes and Albert Sjöberg weren’t on my list but I’ve 
had people vouch for them.  

And even Justin Ertel and Jack Bar (who both come from the 
same prep school in my hometown) were taken more or less 
in their proper range, with Bar as a better value pick for me. 

Not a bad pick in the bunch. 

3. Los Angeles Kings 
Day 1 rank: No. 4 (winner) 

The Kings have the best prospect pool in hockey and they 
just keep adding to it. Part of that comes from just how many 
selections they’ve made in recent years. But they don’t build 
what they’ve built without also making good on a lot of those 
picks and the Francesco Pinelli selection at 42 feels like 
another feather in their cap. They’ve got an embarrassment 
of riches up front in their pool, which will make his path to his 
second-line upside a little more challenging than elsewhere, 
but he was one of my top-ranked players (24th overall) and I 
love their continued insistence on slippery, two-way 
possession types. 

The above also made their selection of Samuel Helenius an 
intriguing one because despite being 6-foot-6, he actually 
has some uncharacteristic ‘small’ skill for a player that size. I 
had him ranked 74th, so 59th was probably a little too early. 
But that was more or less the tier he belonged in. It’s going 
to be hard for him to be productive and play in an offensive 
role at the next level. That’s just the reality for forwards that 
big. There aren’t many who are more than depth pieces. But 

he’s got enough skill to become that and his attention to 
detail and leadership are both revered. 

The hits kept coming for the Kings in the third round with 
their selection of Kirill Kirsanov 84th-overall. At that point, 
Kirsanov was my fourth-ranked player (50th). He’s not the 
kind of player who is going to finish off a lot of plays inside 
the offensive zone, or even break teams down to create the 
finishing play for someone else. But he’s a smooth skater 
who beats pressure laterally through neutral ice, leads a lot 
of transition sequences with a quick few steps into an outlet 
pass, and defends with a polish that is rare for a player his 
age. There’s two-way value there. 

Considering they only had three picks, it’s another year of 
winning at the draft for the Kings for me. 

Overtime winners 

4. Montreal Canadiens 
Day 1 rank: No. 24 (losers) 

Habs fans should be happy about the Canadiens’ first two 
selections of Day 2 with back-to-back picks at 63 and 64. 
Riley Kidney (my 56th-ranked prospect) and Oliver Kapanen 
(my 69th-ranked one) both play elusive, crafty, tactile games 
with the puck, routinely making plays in and out of traffic. 
There’s a little more ingenuity in Kidney’s game, who really 
broke out into the QMJHL playoffs, whereas Kapanen’s a 
slightly more impressive shooter with a stronger frame to 
build upon. 

Dmitri Kostenko (ranked 52nd on my list, taken 87th) has 
been one of my favourites since before this season even 
started. He really impressed me a year ago. He’s on the 
older side of the draft class, but he reads the play well 
defensively and manages it at a very high level offensively. 
Plus he’s got a pro frame and he’s a righty. 

I also liked the William Trudeau pick in the fourth round and 
the Xavier Simoneau selection in the sixth. Neither made my 
list this but I considered Trudeau in the same tier of 
prospects who slotted from 82-100 and Simoneau’s a kid 
who ranked 79th on my list a full two drafts ago in advance of 
the 2019 draft. I suspect Simoneau now tops out as a 
tweener, but that still makes him a fine choice. 

The highest-ranked player the Habs took from my board on 
Saturday was their fifth-round pick, Joshua Roy. I’m a big 
believer in Roy. Ranked 34th on my list, he was the only 
player in my top 70 (!) who was left there, so I believe there 
was a pretty wide gap between him and the field. A weird 
year contributed to that. He was good but didn’t find the level 
many around the QMJHL thought he would and demanded a 
trade in the middle of it. He’s a puck control player who 
leverages his length and skill to get to shooting areas. 

5. Winnipeg Jets 
Day 1 rank: No. 3 (winner) 

The Jets did really well with what they had on Day 2, taking 
two players I’m really fond of (a day after taking one of my 
favourites, Chaz Lucius, 18th). Both forward Nikita Chibrikov 
(28th on my list, taken 50th) and defenceman Dmitri Kuzmin 
(ranked 68th, taken 82nd) were drafted later than where I 
had them ranked. Chibrikov’s a bit of an enigma. I’ve seen 
him completely control play against his peers when his feet 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 26, 2021 

 

are moving and his skill is allowed to show. But I’ve also left 
viewings wanting more out of the sum of his parts (which are 
strong). Kuzmin is fascinating in some of the same ways the 
Jets’ selection of Anton Johansson in last year’s draft was. If 
one of those two kids works out, Winnipeg will get a 
defenceman who looks like a forward, defends with their feet 
and stick, and engages themselves heavily in offence, the 
power play, and creating exits and entries. 

By the time they made their third pick of the day and selected 
double-overaged Dmitri Rashevsky in the fifth round, most of 
the talent available in this draft was also gone, so while I 
think Rashevsky’s a real long shot still, I didn’t hate it. He’s a 
good hockey player who executes simple plays quickly but 
there’s nothing about his game that excites me. 

Considering they only made three Day 2 picks, I thought they 
did quite well. 

6. Nashville Predators 
Day 1 rank: No. 17 (overtime losers) 

Short of having a home run pick, the Predators had a quietly 
tidy second day, drafting two-way defenders Anton Olsson, 
Ryan Ufko and Jack Matier in the third and fourth rounds. 
Olsson and Ufko, in particular, were drafted a combined 67 
slots lower than where I had them ranked. Neither are big 
and neither are really dynamic for their size. But both are 
sneaky-sturdy who play challenging games defensively, 
move pucks efficiently, and rely on sound decision-making 
and heady reads to impact the game. Matier’s got the 6-foot-
4 frame to compensate and a game that tilts more toward 
defence (though some expected him to show more 
offensively this season had the OHL got off the ground). 

Simon Knak’s a worthwhile re-entry selection too. He’s a kid 
I’ve seen a heck of a lot of internationally and I liked what I 
saw of him in the WHL with Portland this year, where he led 
the team in goals with 16 in just 24 games. He tries things. 
He never looks afraid. He attacks the middle. He hangs onto 
pucks. And he skates well, turning defenders out wide or 
pushing through lanes. 

7. Anaheim Ducks 
Day 1 rank: No. 15 (overtime losers) 

After the season he had, which crescendoed into a stellar 
performance for Canada at under-18 worlds, Olen Zellweger 
was never going to last long on Day 2. So while he ranked a 
little lower than where the Ducks selected him (he was 
picked 34th, but slotted 47th on my board), this was the right 
range for him. He’s a diminutive defender whose tremendous 
edges allow him to breeze around the ice with and without 
the puck to activate into the rush, cover a lot of space, 
defend opposing players on their hips, and carve up the 
neutral zone in control. Zellweger’s more of a playmaker than 
a play creator but he plays the game the way it’s designed 
from the backend and when he’s at his best he’s everywhere 
out there. 

The Ducks’ second pick of the day, Sasha Pastujov, was one 
of the best of the draft for my money. He was my best-player 
available by a wide margin (ranked 14th, taken 66th) early in 
the third round. Concerns about his average skating (below 
average in some eyes) cratered his draft stock. It absolutely 
shouldn’t have, though, at least not to that degree. I told a 

source this recently, but skating is the easiest thing to 
improve and Pastujov’s ability to make plays for himself, 
facilitate for his teammates, and finish are all much harder to 
find. Add in an improved two-way game and a track record of 
production that screams projectable and I find it hard to 
believe he won’t make it after he develops in college. 

I don’t love the Tyson Hinds pick later in the third round. He 
probably tops out as a good AHL defenceman. 

Josh Lopina wasn’t on my board and wouldn’t have been my 
guy in the fourth round either, but that was a more defensible 
choice on a re-entry kid who is coming off a very good, 
national championship season as a freshman with UMass. 
He’s not going to be more than a depth piece at the next 
level, but he might become one and that could provide fine 
value with the 98th pick. 

Sean Tschigerl in the fifth round did catch my eye. His play 
down the stretch with the Hitmen turned a lot of heads in the 
WHL with a 12-game point streak that thrust him into the 
88th slot on my list. His game doesn’t have a ton of flair but 
he always seemed to find the puck and make something 
happen this year. It’s the rapid progression that makes him a 
worthwhile late-round gamble. 

Their final two picks, goalie Gage Alexander and forward 
Kyle Kukkonen, weren’t players on my board but are kids 
who at least intrigue me. Alexander for his 6-foot-7 frame, 
though his resume is a short one. And Kukkonen for his 
NAHL route out of Minnesota high school hockey stardom to 
Michigan Tech, which isn’t a school known for producing 
NHLers. He’s fun to watch, at the very least. 

The Pastujov pick really props up a mostly mixed-bag. 

8. Buffalo Sabres 
Day 1 rank: No. 7 (overtime winner) 

The Sabres started things off on Day 2 with the 33rd pick 
and played it a lot like they did at the start of last year when 
they took John Peterka 34th in selecting a determined, high-
energy player with good overall skill in Prokhor Poltapov. 
Poltapov was my 54th-ranked prospect and I worry a little 
about his upside offensively, but he can make plays in traffic, 
he’s sturdy on his feet, and it’s not hard to imagine him 
becoming a contributing third-line type, even if he’s not going 
to rack up points or play on a top power play. It’s going to 
take him some time, though, so patience is a virtue. 

I loved the swing on Alexander Kisakov with their second 
pick in the second round. Kisakov’s one of my favourites in 
this draft. He’s got incredible hands, with some go-to 
patterns that regularly beat defenders. And while he’s a bit of 
a skinny kid who will need to get stronger, he’s also got an 
extremely accurate shot. In all four of those ways, he 
resembles Sabres first-rounder Isak Rosen. Those two give 
the Sabres a good skill injection. 

Olivier Nadeau’s availability for the Sabres in the fourth 
round was a nice get. Had he played better in the QMJHL 
playoffs than he did, I’m confident he would have been 
selected a round earlier. Nadeau had an excellent regular 
season and he’s a heavyset 6-foot-2 winger with legitimate 
playmaking sense. He can take a stride too long to really get 
going, which is a concern. But with the 97th pick, that’s what 
you get (he ranked 65th on my board, for what it’s worth). 
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And while Remparts pass-first playmaker Viljami Marjala 
doesn’t have the goal-scoring talent or approach of Kisakov 
or Rosen, he too fits their mould in other ways as an 
underdeveloped playmaking who loves to have the puck on 
his stick. 

There were some head-scratchers mixed in. Nikita Novikov 
and Tyson Kozak are defensible at the back end of the draft. 
I don’t see what they see in Stiven Sardaryan and Josh 
Bloom in the third round. 

9. Calgary Flames 
Day 1 rank: No. 14 (overtime winners) 

I really liked the William Stromgren pick for the Flames in the 
middle of the sixth round (he was picked three slots after 
where I had him ranked). I know there are scouts who saw 
him as a first-round talent and I’m sure the Flames probably 
felt about the same way. He’s a big kid but he actually plays 
more of a finesse game than a power one, which is always of 
interest to me because it’ll be easier for him to fill into his 
frame and leverage his size than it is for other 6-foot-3 kids 
to add his skill elements. I don’t think he’s going to be a big 
point producer at the next level per se, but he might become 
a good complementary offensive winger. 

After years of drafting smaller forwards, the Flames went 
back to the size well they tapped into with Stromgren by 
drafting another 6-foot-3 forward in Cole Huckins (66th on 
my board, taken 77th) in the third round. I like his versatility 
offensively. He uses his long stride to forecheck hard, he 
takes a ton of pucks off of the wall to attack the inside of the 
ice, he’s got good touch on the puck and around the net, and 
he’s a proficient passer. 

Staff with the Ottawa 67’s pushed hard for Jack Beck, who is 
by all accounts a great kid who had another level to find on 
the ice but didn’t get to find it in the OHL this year, so I was 
happy to see him selected after not having played this 
season. 

Cameron Whynot and Cole Jordan are both B-grade defense 
prospects, in that order for me. But both top out as third-
pairing types at their ceilings if all goes well. Jordan became 
a bit of a public sphere darling for his size-skating-transition 
package but I worry about his comfort level with the puck 
when things cave in on him. 

I haven’t seen anything in Lucas Ciona that feels particularly 
projectable so that one was a mild surprise but hey, it’s the 
sixth round. 

And I don’t have a book on seventh-round goalie Arseni 
Sergeyev because I don’t do a good enough job fitting the 
NAHL into my rotation. 

Their Day 2 left me feeling “those kids are fine but…” 

10. St. Louis Blues 
Day 1 rank: No. 19 (overtime losers) 

Concerns about Simon Robertsson’s production combined 
with a lukewarm under-18s where a weak Team Sweden 
needed more of him than they got, drove him down the draft 
from where he was at early in the year (which projected him 
as a late first or early second more than a third). I saw 
enough this year to slot him 30th on my board though. When 

he’s on, he has looked in spurts like a force at Sweden’s 
under-20 level. There isn’t a defining, A-level skill in his 
toolkit that will distinguish him and turn him into a star, but 
he’s a multi-faceted player who can contribute at both ends. 

Because the Robertsson pick was really the only Blues pick 
of consequence, it was a good day for them value-wise even 
if I don’t see anything in either of their late-rounders. 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

The Lightning were the last team in the league to make their 
first pick, waiting until the final pick of the third round (96th) 
to draft Roman Schmidt. Schmidt’s a fascinating case study. 
He played for the titanic Don Mills Flyers AAA program 
growing up, made the national development program with 
first-round aspirations, and then struggled for much of this 
season (preceding a stronger finish) and plummeted. He 
didn’t land on my board but I considered him. He’s a 6-foot-6 
righty who snuffs out a lot of plays and isn’t as slow or devoid 
of talent as you might expect. 

Tampa’s selection of Dylan Duke was the real crown jewel of 
their limited draft. Duke (my 32nd-ranked prospect) lingered 
as long as any player on my draft board, falling to 126. He’s 
a kid who is 5-foot-9 and can look a little sluggish as a 
skater. That pushed teams away. But he plays much bigger 
than his height would suggest, he’s much heavier than you 
might expect, and he lives in the dirty areas of the ice around 
the net. Plus he’s got a shot that can cleanly beat goalies 
from mid-range and the hands/balance needed to catch and 
release the puck hard from holes. 

I know the management and coaching staff in Saint John will 
be thrilled that Cam MacDonald was taken in the sixth round. 
He’s got finishing touch inside the offensive zone, he works 
his tail off, he plays on the inside, and they think he’s just 
scratching the surface. He was an honourable mention on 
my list after a really good second half in the Q. 

The rest of their picks are a bunch of question marks. 

12. Toronto Maple Leafs 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

A year after making 12 picks at the draft, the Leafs made just 
three this year. They still found a way to hit all of the usual 
Leafs notes. A USHL forward? Check. An obligatory late-
round goalie (and a Russian one at that)? Check. And a 
slick, diminutive playmaker who plays between checks and 
uses space beautifully to manufacture offence? Check. 

Matthew Knies is a very well-liked player around the USHL 
and the Leafs are very well-connected there (and across the 
United States’ hockey landscape), have gone back to that 
well repeatedly in recent years, and just added a USHL GM 
to their staff in Ryan Hardy. Knies has proven he can drive 
play at the USHL level and his tools all grade out well without 
necessarily having any one dynamic trait that he can really 
rely on. He’s also on the older side of the draft and didn’t 
take the kind of leap some hoped he would after a strong 
season in 2019-2020 positioned him as a potential first-round 
pick to start the year. I like his ability in control as handler 
and distributor for a 6-foot-3, 200-plus pound forward and 
there’s some untapped goal-scoring upside there as well. All 
of it is built on a strong two-way foundation, too. He probably 
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tops out as more of a complementary forward at the NHL 
level, though, and there were higher-ceiling kids still 
available for me (the Leafs took him 57th but he was 75th on 
my board). 

Ty Voit in Round 5 is a worthwhile gamble. He didn’t play this 
year but I know the Leafs’ amateur scouts did their 
homework on those OHL kids and he showed real flashes as 
a 16-year-old last season in Sarnia. Once I got through the 
kids I was more confident ranking, he was at the very front of 
the next tier of players as I built my list, ultimately landing at 
No. 80 on my board, just before I felt the draft hit a cliff. He’s 
got a sixth sense as a playmaker, with perfect weight and 
touch on his passes and receptions into his first move. 

I’ll admit that the only time I made time to watch Kazan’s 
MHL team this year, though, was when Leafs goalie prospect 
Artur Akhtyamov (who I’m quite fond of) was in the net, so 
I’m not familiar enough with Vyacheslav Peksa, who the 
Leafs used their final pick on, to offer a comment I’m 
comfortable with. 

13. Vancouver Canucks 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

Danila Klimovich at 41 was a risk, but one I don’t hate. He 
slotted at No. 83 on my final board, but the sense heading 
into the draft was that he’d be a second-rounder because of 
his goal-scoring punch. He doesn’t just shoot it really hard, 
he also does a good job getting to his spots so that those 
chances are coming from high-danger areas. And while he 
can tunnel-vision for those looks, he’s a fascinating project 
that could become a top-nine finishing type with the right 
development. 

I think they left some value on the board with their next three 
picks in Harvard-committed goalie Aku Koskenvuo, Swedish 
defencemen Jonathan Myrenberg and Hugo Gabrielson. 
Gabrielson, the last of those players picked, is the only one 
that was close to making my board, though Myrenberg’s 
intriguing as a righty with pro size and poise. 

Erie forward Connor Lockhart, who didn’t play this year, I like 
a lot. Especially in the sixth round. He’s a smaller kid but he 
was a true star growing up and I had one scout tell me earlier 
in the week that he looked better on tape as a 16-year-old 
rookie in the OHL than some of the other Ontario kids drafted 
much higher. On talent level and tenaciousness, he was 
capable of being a point-per-game player this season had 
the OHL played. 

Lucas Forsell was also a fine roll of the dice late. He’s shown 
me some flashes and he won’t be 18 until September. 

Overtime losers 

14. New York Islanders 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

Aatu Raty was always going to fall. There have just emerged 
too many question marks. About his skating. About his 
confidence level. About his offensive ceiling and lack of 
production at the pro and junior levels in the last two years. 
But there’s so much more than that story and there came a 
point where the promise of his hands, and his shot, and his 
improved defensive game, and his size, and his position 
(center) was going to provide major value. The Islanders, I 

suspect, have found that. There’s baggage for every pick at 
some point in the draft. I don’t think Raty’s is any heavier 
than many of those taken before him. Even if he doesn’t put 
it all together and get back on track, it’s a worthwhile gamble. 
He still has pro tools. 

Cameron Berg’s a kid who turned a lot of people into 
believers in the USHL this year as an overager, and I don’t 
mind the two other Finns the Islanders took, Aleksi Malinen 
and Eetu Liukus, who were both honourable mentions for my 
list but are long shots to make it past mid-level pro. 

I haven’t watched much of Tomas Machu but the success of 
the development plan they’ll implement with Raty will 
determine the success of their second day. 

15. Boston Bruins 
Day 1 rank: No. 6 (winner) 

The Bruins are the one team I’ve kind of let myself fall into a 
bad habit of expecting they’ll take kids I’m not very high on. 
But they built on a good Day 1 with a strong choice to lead 
off Day 2 with Brett Harrison in the back half of the third 
round, a full 32 picks after where I had him ranked. 
Harrison’s got one of the better releases in the draft, with no 
drawback and a unique ability to generate spin off of the 
blade. When he drops a shoulder and drives the net, he’s 
also a lot to handle. He’s one of those kids people in the 
OHL have told me they think could have challenged for a 
late-first, early-second slotting had he been able to play in 
Oshawa this year. 

I’d be hard-pressed to believe the Bruins couldn’t have taken 
goalie Philip Svedeback a couple of rounds later than they 
did, so that one was a head-scratcher. I thought things got 
away from them a little with the selections of Oskar Jellvik 
and Ryan Mast, who each have some big proponents in the 
scouting community but both of whom I can’t wrap my head 
around. 

I did think they finished on a good note with the NTDP’s 
brawny forward Andre Gasseau and hard-shooting defender 
Ty Gallagher in the 200s. The former just missed my board 
but the latter was 93rd. 

16. Colorado Avalanche 
Day 1 rank: No. 9 (overtime winner) 

Colorado taking Sean Behrens with their first pick of the day, 
61st, stood as one of the better value picks for me. He was 
inevitably going to linger more than he should have due to 
the worries that teams still have in taking smaller 
defensemen, but any close study of his game comes away 
equally impressed by the determination and presence he 
plays with defensively as by his offensive acumen. You 
expect a 5-foot-9 defenceman to be a mobile, play-driving 
transition player who can quarterback a power play and 
make things happen across the offensive zone blue line. We 
need to learn not to expect them to be liabilities defensively 
at the next level because increasingly they aren’t. 

It was a weird and quiet day otherwise. I wouldn’t have 
drafted either of overagers Andrei Buyalsky (taken in the 
third round) or Taylor Makar (taken in the seventh) but the 
former showed up in my scout’s survey as a sleeper and the 
latter was a tap-in for his brother. 
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17. Detroit Red Wings 
Day 1 rank: No. 10 (overtime winner) 

Shai Buium felt a little early at the top of the second round. I 
know several teams had him in that kind of a range, which 
likely forced the Red Wings’ hand a little bit. But he’s more of 
a high-floor, low-ceiling guy and there was some serious 
talent available if they wanted to take more of a cut, which I 
think should be the approach more often than not. Buium’s 
game is built upon a reliable three-zone presence 
defensively, a strong foundation, advanced spatial 
awareness, and a pro frame. There’s work to be done to 
round out his touch with the puck and feel for things 
offensively, though, which could limit how high he plays in a 
lineup. 

After taking Carter Mazur, an overager I wouldn’t have 
drafted in the third round, I did really like the Red Wings’ 
selection of Red Savage, my 85th-ranked prospect, in the 
fourth. I called Miami University head coach Chris Bergeron 
this week to try to make sense of Savage, a 200-foot player 
who I think has been a little miscast into a strict shutdown 
center projection (I actually quite like his skill level when in 
the dirty areas and his teammates adore him). 

Here’s what Bergeron had to say: “I played three years with 
his dad at Miami, I’ve been friends with his dad for a long 
time, I watched Red, and Ryan, and Rory grow up and 
Ryan’s on our team now going into his third year. Where 
we’re excited is we’re a program in transition and we need 
kids that aren’t going to settle for anything less than winning. 
And Red Savage is a winner. It’s that intangible that’s really, 
really hard to put a value on but it’s so valuable. He’s not one 
of those guys that’s going to wow you with size, or this or 
that. If you need a faceoff, you need a penalty kill, you need 
a blocked shot, or you need a goal, Red Savage is the guy. 
When you talk to the U.S. program people, this is a kid who 
made an impact. Did he have the hardest shot or was he the 
fastest skater? No. But he was the guy that the coaching 
staff went to right away as a glue person and the guy who 
drives the bus every day. We’re extremely excited about 
Red. He’s going to push our program. We’re pumped. There 
were some first-round players on that team and the name 
they continually mention is Red Savage.” 

But the Red Wings pick of Day 2 that I probably liked the 
most was the selection of Liam Dower Nilsson (who was my 
best player available on my board when they took him 
134th). Dower Nilsson probably tops out as a contributing 
third-line type who brings energy and physicality alongside 
decent skill, but I think there’s more talent there than meets 
the eye (and more than he showed at U18s). 

I like Oscar Plandowski, who I wrote about as one of my final 
cuts here. I don’t think the Red Wings are likely to get more 
than one, maybe two depth players if they’re lucky out of this 
Day 2 group, but I didn’t hate what they did either. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets 
Day 1 rank: No. 1 (winner) 

Stanislav Svozil didn’t have the kind of year many hoped he 
would this season, a year after he was the Czech league’s 
rookie of the year. He looked good at the world juniors, but 
the rest was a mixed bag, raising questions about his true 
upside. But 69th (he was 48th on my board) felt like a safe 

range to gamble on him as a potential 4-5 defenceman in the 
medium-term who already has a ton of pro experience. 

Guillaume Richard at 101 (he was 98th on my board) is a kid 
I actually have a lot of time for. He was a star prospect 
growing up and decided against going the QMJHL route in 
favour of a season and a bit in the USHL on route to 
Providence College. His game on the offensive side of things 
is better than his production with Tri-City this year indicates 
and he’s one of the more capable lockdown defenders in the 
class, swallowing up opposing puck carriers with his length 
and timing. There’s work to do, but I see pro attributes and 
room to grow. 

I did like the James Malatesta choice 133rd. He ranked 94th 
on my board and when he plays quickly and hard, he’s a 
very good junior player who looked like a potential second-
rounder a year ago. I don’t mind the Martin Rysavy selection 
in the last round, either. He was an honourable mention on 
my list and he’s a lot to handle on the cycle. I’m looking 
forward to watching him in the WHL next year. 

But Ben Boyd and Nikolai Makarov aren’t NHL prospects in 
my view and after swinging on upside on Day 1, it felt like the 
Blue Jackets reached for floor on Day 2. 

19. Philadelphia Flyers 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

After dealing their first-rounder, the Flyers made six 
selections on Saturday and I only like the first two of them. 

Samu Tuomaala’s a natural goal scorer who plays hard and 
fast and ranked seven spots higher on my list than where the 
Flyers got him. And though Alexei Kolosov wasn’t on my 
board, I’ve written that he would have been my third-ranked 
goalie and that I was fine with him as high as the third round, 
where he was ultimately drafted. 

I have some time for Ty Murchison but he’s depth filler if all 
goes well and I don’t see much in the other three (with the 
cerebral Ethan Samson being the most interesting of them 
because of his late birthday and the progress he made this 
year). 

20. Minnesota Wild 
Day 1 rank: No. 2 (winner) 

Beyond Jack Peart’s roots in Minnesota and the connection 
there, he was just a darn good pick at 54. He’s one of the 
smartest players in the draft and I’ve never talked to a scout 
or coach from the region who doesn’t love his upside. There 
are people in the state who believe he’s got all of the 
makings of a second-pairing guy. 

I didn’t love what they did with their other four picks, though. 
Caedan Bankier, Kyle Masters and Josh Pillar have 
intriguing qualities, with the first two of three appearing in my 
scout’s survey in advance of the draft as sleepers. But I’d bet 
that the third and fourth round looks a round or two early for 
each long term. 

I also know very little about seventh-rounder Nate Benoit, 
who played AAA hockey this season and has just three 
games of junior-level experience. 

21. Florida Panthers 
Day 1 rank: No. 13 (overtime winners) 
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The Panthers picked a trio of kids on Day 2 that I like but 
don’t love and used their final two selections on kids that I 
haven’t seen any NHL upside in (Jakub Kos and Braden 
Hache). 

Evan Nause, drafted 56th, is a solidly-built two-way defender 
that I viewed as more of a third-rounder than a second-
rounder. 

Vladislav Lukhashevich is a name defenceman who had an 
up-and-down year in Russia and was deserving of being 
selected, but I probably wouldn’t have taken him as high as 
the fourth round. 

I liked the decision to draft goalie Kirill Gerasimyuk in the fifth 
round. He wasn’t ranked by NHL Central Scouting but he’s 
one of the five best goalie prospects in the age group for me 
and he doesn’t turn 18 until August. It’s going to take him a 
long time but with the right patience, there could be 
something there. 

22. Pittsburgh Penguins 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

The Penguins had to wait until 58th to make their first pick of 
the draft. Pens fans are no strangers to that at this point. But 
they did well with Tristan Broz, my 45th-ranked player. He 
doesn’t carry the weight around that Samuel Poulin and 
Nathan Legare, but his game actually reminds a bit of both in 
some ways. He’s got a versatile offensive game, untapped 
goal-scoring upside that doesn’t show up in his stats, and a 
strong understanding of how to use pockets of space. 

I also like the bet on Isaac Belliveau, a highly productive kid 
on a stacked Rimouski roster a year ago who then had some 
ups and downs with two teams this season. His skating is a 
major concern, but he’s a capable puck mover. 

I was a little surprised by all three of their seventh-round 
picks, although it’s hard to be too critical there. 

23. New Jersey Devils 
Day 1 rank: No. 20 (overtime losers) 

The Devils are a team that has consistently hit big or struck 
out big for me at the draft in recent years. It has just been 
such a mixed bag, with some real triumphs but more head 
scratchers. Samu Salminen 68th was the kind of swing I 
love. He was one of my best players available, ranking 29th 
on my board. He’s got work to do on his stride, which bends 
at the knees and looks clumsy. But he’s one of the best 
finishers in the draft (the kind of power that is rare), he can 
be counted upon away from it, and if he picks up half a step 
he’s going to be dangerous at any level. 

After Salminen, though, the head-scratchers resumed. The 
Topias Vilen pick in the fifth round was fine. He was on my 
list, has proven he can defend against pros, and could be a 
depth piece or a really good AHLer someday if all goes well. 

But I don’t see anything in overagers Viktor Hurtig and 
Zakhar Bardakov. Especially Bardakov, who is slow. 

I admittedly haven’t watched much of the goalie they took in 
the fourth round, Jakub Malek. 

24. Seattle Kraken 
Day 1 rank: No. 8 (overtime winner) 

I didn’t love the way the Kraken began their Day 2 with Ryker 
Evans. I suspect the fact that he’ll be 20 in December played 
a part in it because the Kraken need to start to fill out their 
AHL pro ranks a little faster than other teams. When we put 
together our consensus big board, Evans appeared on just 
four of the 20-something lists that made up our data, and 
never higher than 67th. He plays the game the way it’s 
meant to be played these days, quickly escaping pressure to 
move pucks when he has it and playing tight gaps against 
the rush when he doesn’t. But I wouldn’t call his skill dynamic 
despite his strong production and I suspect he tops out as a 
bit of a tweener. 

Ryan Winterton at the front of the third round made more 
sense. I had him half a dozen spots higher on my board than 
where he was picked and he was a name that came up 
frequently in my pre-draft scout survey as one of the draft’s 
most underrated players. He plays a straight-line, north-
south style that boasts good skill and finishing touch, as well 
as a complete game off of the puck. Though he didn’t play 
beyond under-18s this year, they’ve got big expectations for 
him in Hamilton when the OHL returns this fall. 

The three picks that followed Winterton weren’t completely 
off the board (Ville Ottavainen’s an OK overager, Jacob 
Melanson had a coming-out-party this season, and Semyon 
Vyazovoy’s a worthwhile goalie flier) but other than 
Vyazovoy they felt early to me. Those guys would have 
lingered.  

I did like the Justin Janicke choice to wrap it all up. He’s got 
the makings of a depth player if he progresses well. 

25. Washington Capitals 
Day 1 rank: NA (no picks) 

The Capitals have one of the thinner prospect pools in the 
league and it’s about to get thinner when it graduates its 
clear best prospect, Connor McMichael, to the next level. 
Given that they have McMichael and used last year’s first-
rounder on center Hendrix Lapierre, though, I wasn’t 
surprised that they used their first two picks of the draft on a 
pair of defensemen. 

I prefer Brent Johnson (my 59th-ranked prospect) at 80 to 
Vincent Iorio (my 99th-ranked prospect) at 55. Johnson was 
a dominant two-way defender as a rookie in the USHL this 
year and though his game doesn’t pop offensively his rapid 
progression and take-what’s-there play style both show real 
promise. Iorio projects fairly safely as a potential third-pairing 
guy whose game tilts toward his defensive presence. 

The other four: Meh. Definitely meh. 

26. San Jose Sharks 
Day 1 rank: No. 5 (winner) 

I didn’t like the way the Sharks started Day 2, after loving 
what they did on Day 1. I wrote in this week’s notebook that 
I’d be reluctant to take Ben Gaudreau, the consensus third-
best goalie in the draft, in the second or third-round range he 
was likely to land. He would have been at best my fifth-
ranked goalie had my list run longer than five names and the 
Sharks are putting a lot of stock in the name and his under-
18s. Plus Gannon Laroque, taken in the fourth round, is a 
late-birthday kid that I frankly haven’t spent any time focusing 
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on because his statistical profile and trajectory to this point 
does not suggest he’s an NHL prospect. 

I did, however, like the selection of Ethan Cardwell in the 
fourth round. I ranked him 96th on my board a year ago and 
felt like he should have been drafted. He then slotted 82nd 
on my board this time around. After getting stronger, 
Cardwell signed in Sweden’s third-tier pro league this season 
and looked dangerous on most shifts. He’s a crafty 
playmaker who buzzes around the ice in short bursts to 
engage himself in most of what happens. 

Same goes for Liam Gilmartin, a hard-nosed, straight-lines 
winger with just enough skill and pop to warrant the late-
round flyer. 

But the rest felt like a lot of wasted potential on five other 
kids that make me shrug. 

27. Vegas Golden Knights 
Day 1 rank: No. 18 (overtime losers) 

I didn’t rank Daniil Chayka in the first round, but he was a kid 
who I half-expected to go there on Day 1. When he didn’t, he 
was inevitably going to get picked early on Day 2. If the 
Golden Knights wanted to target a D with that pick, I would 
have preferred Sean Behrens, Scott Morrow (who was taken 
two slots later), and Jack Peart, but Chayka wasn’t a huge 
reach. I worry about his puck handling and his processing on 
the offensive side of things, but there are redeeming qualities 
to his defensive game. 

The Jakub Brabenec selection at 102 could be a sneaky one 
but comes with some risk. He’s one of the youngest players 
in the draft, played pro as a 16-year-old a year ago in the 
Czech Republic, played a full season of pro as a 17-year-old 
this year, and has typically shown really well against his 
peers. He’s a tricky player to project because of his limited 
minutes this year in Brno but I saw some creative passing 
intuition in my viewings and he’s an athletic kid. 

It got weird after that with their next two picks, before taking 
a worthwhile cut on standout, diminutive Team Sweden 
goalie Carl Lindbom in the seventh. 

Losers 

28. Arizona Coyotes 
Day 1 rank: No. 11 (overtime winners) 

Josh Doan was one of the final cuts for my top-100 ranking 
and he’s a fine draft pick who plays hard, gets to the guts of 
the ice, has decent feel inside the offensive zone, and has 
come a long, long way in the last two years. He’s got some 
huge fans with the Chicago Steel, too. And while I didn’t love 
just how high he went, and don’t love the nepotism that’s 
omnipresent in the success of people in the hockey world, 
it’s hard to be overly critical of either of those things in this 
case. It’s got to be a pretty special day for the Doan family. 

I am willing to be critical of the Ilya Fedotov pick later in the 
second round though. He was the first player chosen who I 
probably wouldn’t have taken at all (or at least wouldn’t have 
drafted until Rounds 6 or 7). He bounced in and out of the 
honourable mentions for my final ranking, and there’s a lot to 
like about how active he is when he’s on the ice. But he’s got 

a long way to go and I worry he’ll fade into the background 
before he gets there. 

My favourite of their three second-rounders was double 
overager Janis Jerome Moser, who turned me into a vocal 
supporter this year with his stellar play as one of the best 
defencemen (and a captain) in Switzerland’s decent top pro 
league. 

I was really only a fan of one of the five picks that followed 
those three second-round selections, and that’s fifth-rounder 
Manix Landry, who had a really strong year as Gatineau’s 
captain and plays with equal parts skill and energy. 

But I’ve got nothing on Norway’s Emil Martinsen Lilleberg, 
don’t think much of Rasmus Korhonen as a goalie prospect, 
and would be surprised if either of Cal Thomas or Sam Lipkin 
become more than low-level pros when they’re done in 
college.  

29. New York Rangers 
Day 1 rank: No. 16 (overtime losers) 

The Rangers didn’t pick until the third round on Day 2 and 
they went to the WHL well for both of their choices. I’m 
partial to the Ryder Korczak selection more than the Jayden 
Grubbe one. Korczak’s got playmaking upside. Grubbe’s 
known more as a universally-liked, well-rounded, north-south 
character guy with B-level skill. 

I wouldn’t get your hopes up for any of the five kids taken 
after Korczak and Grubbe, though. Towering winger Kalle 
Vaisanen is the only of that handful that I seriously 
considered for my board and he probably projects as a 
AAAA guy at his ceiling even though he’s got decent skill for 
his size. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 
Day 1 rank: No. 23 (losers) 

The Colton Dach selection, like the Josh Doan one to 
Arizona, was another obvious bloodline pick that I’d happily 
criticize if it weren’t more or less where he was always going 
to be picked anyway. As with Doan, I’m a smidge lower on 
Dach than where he was ultimately taken (he went 62nd, I 
have him 77th). But it was a fine choice. Colton’s more of a 
give-and-go guy than Kirby, whose comfort level with the 
puck on his stick was always what made him so appealing. 
But there’s some skill to Colton’s game as well and he 
developed a more aggressive approach this year. 

The Blackhawks clearly wanted to target shutdown, low-
event defenders. After selecting Nolan Allan, whose game 
with the puck has always limited him, in the first round, they 
did the same going after the 6-foot-7 Taige Harding (a 
Providence commit out of the AJHL) and the 6-foot-4 Ethan 
Del Mastro in the third and fourth rounds. The Del Mastro 
pick is more forgivable because that’s the kind of player you 
can try to go after in the back half of the draft without 
worrying about losing out on serious talent. I considered 
ranking him on my board before ultimately leaving him off. I’d 
bet they both struggle with pace of play at the pro level. 

The Blackhawks clearly sought out the cliched “harder to 
play against” theme, throughout, I suspect to their expense. 
The one pick I actually liked the most of the bunch might 
have been Victor Stjernborg 108th (he was 95th on my list). 
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He’s not nearly as tall as the three Blackhawks picks that 
preceded him, but he’s a heavy 5-foot-11 player who never 
stops moving, plays hard, and has some skill. 

Big Russian forward Ilya Safonov was a fine pick as an 
overager in the sixth round but I’d be surprised if the 
Blackhawks got one good NHL player out of their eight 
choices this year. 

31. Edmonton Oilers 
Day 1 rank: No. 12 (overtime winners) 

I liked the Xavier Bourgault pick on Day 1 but I don’t think 
any of the Oilers’ selections on Day 2 will be of consequence 
to the team’s future. Luca Munzenberger is a player who 
always looks better on the ice than his results suggest, but I 
don’t think that’s enough to justify taking him (let alone in 
third round) given what he has accomplished to date. Jake 
Chiasson’s a former first-round pick into the WHL who had a 
strong second season but already relies a little too much on 
those around him to create his offence and it’s hard to 
project complementary two-way forwards at the junior level 
up. I’d be surprised if Shane Lachance or Max Wanner ever 
get entry-level deals. The only pick of their day that I’d give 
medium odds at progressing to the NHL is Matvei Petrov, an 
awkward skater with a hard shot. 

32. Ottawa Senators 
Day 1 rank: No. 22 (losers) 

Senators fans are going to hate me for this after how critical I 
was of many of their picks a year ago (relative to where they 
were made more so than the players chosen) but here we 
go… 

When I surveyed NHL scouts for my final notebook before 
the draft last week, one of the names I was surprised to hear 
as a sleeper pick out of the OHL crop that didn’t play was 
Ben Roger’s. London Knights kids are always tricky 

evaluations in their rookie seasons because they don’t tend 
to play much. Roger has a pro makeup as a right-shot 6-foot-
4 defender with a technically strong stride and standout 
overall athleticism. But he’s one of the older players in the 
draft, has no track record to speak of in junior, and wasn’t 
even a top prospect (or a particularly productive one) before 
his OHL days. When the scout said sleeper, I don’t think he 
meant second-rounder. 

That was kind of the theme of their Day 2 again this year. 
Zack Ostapchuk is fine but he’s a C prospect drafted in a B 
range. The same goes for Oliver Johansson, Carson 
Latimer, and Chandler Romeo, relatively speaking. Though 
Johansson’s a kid who intrigued me in the limited time I 
spent watching him this year, I’m almost certain he would 
have been available late in the draft and he just doesn’t 
belong in the same tier as the Kirill Kirsanovs, Brett 
Harrisons, Dmitri Kuzmins, Olivier Nadeaus, and Conner 
Roulettes of the draft taken shortly after him. 

I’d be surprised if the Senators get a single NHLer out of 
their five Saturday choices.  

My board’s top undrafted prospects: 

71. C Peter Reynolds 
73. C/LW Jeremy Wilmer 
81. C/LW Trevor Wong 
87. RHD Kalle Ervasti 
91. LHD Jimi Suomi 
97. LHD Luke Mittelstadt 
100. RHD Ruben Rafkin 

There are only two surprises in that group of seven for me, 
really: I thought Reynolds and Wong would be late-round 
fliers for a team. So did staff in Saint John and Kelowna. The 
other five kids found their way onto my board due to stylistic 
preferences but I completely understand why they slipped 
through.
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LeBrun: Hurricanes’ negotiations with Dougie Hamilton, Kraken prepared for big free 
agency, Flyers shake up roster 

By Pierre LeBrun 

The Carolina Hurricanes are seemingly always an action 
team this time of year and it’s no different again this year. 

They’ve already raised eyebrows with a certain goalie trade 
and still need to figure out their goaltending for next season. 
But the big one is what’s going to happen with pending UFA 
blueliner Dougie Hamilton, who stands to headline the 2021 
free-agent crop if he hits the market Wednesday. 

GM Don Waddell reiterated Sunday in an interview with me 
that he’s not giving up on re-signing Hamilton. 

“We’ve had conversations with (Hamilton’s agent) J.P. Barry 
about Dougie,” said Waddell. “He has said all along, ‘Let’s 
get through the draft.’ We’re going to talk more today about 
where this is going, where this is headed. He has a pretty 
good idea about what the market is at this point. So, our goal 
still is to bring Dougie back. Again, we’re not trying to save 
money, we’re a cap team; we want to put the best team on 
the ice that we can. So the AAV is important to us.” 

You certainly couldn’t blame Barry and Hamilton if they felt 
emboldened about their asking price — believed to be 
between $8 million to $9 million a year — after Seth Jones 
agreed to a monster extension in Chicago worth $9.5 million 
a year (the deal kicks in a year from now). It just so happens 
Jones and Hamilton are represented by the same firm in 
CAA Sports. 

But Waddell insisted that doesn’t affect what they’re doing in 
Carolina. 

“I think 100 percent that teams make decisions for their own 
reasons, this isn’t an arbitration case, it’s a UFA, so what 
happens around the league has no bearing on how we 
change our thinking as far as how we continue to build this 
team,” the Hurricanes GM said. 

Translation: they want Hamilton back, but as always, at an 
AAV that fits into their team building plan. 

There might be a bigger payday for Hamilton in, let’s say 
New Jersey, for example. I do believe the Devils will be 
among the suitors as others have speculated this weekend. 

With the NHL Draft come and gone, likely so is the prospect 
of a sign-and-trade involving Hamilton since the Canes 
would have benefited from a pick in the weekend draft in that 
scenario. So forget that eighth year for the other teams in on 
Hamilton. 

“Through this whole process we didn’t have any team that 
called and even expressed an interest in doing that, so yes I 
believe that’s out the window at this point,” Waddell said. 

Carolina has backup plans if Hamilton leaves, not that 
Waddell wanted to share them with me, of course. 

But I suspect if he loses one of the league’s top power-play 
QBs, pending UFA Tyson Barrie would be of interest if the 
Oilers can’t re-sign him. 

“Depending on what happens with Dougie, the level of player 
that we need, Dougie’s a power-play guy, that’s something 
we got to look at,” Waddell said. “We’d like to have two 
defencemen who can run a power play.” 

Then there’s the goaltending situation, which our Canes beat 
writer Sara Civian thoroughly chronicled over the weekend. 

After trading Alex Nedeljkovic to Detroit, a deal that didn’t sit 
well with many Canes fans, Carolina currently doesn’t have 
an NHL goalie under contract for next season although they 
own the rights to Jonathan Bernier, Petr Mrazek and James 
Reimer until Wednesday. 

“Right now we have three UFAs that we still have the next 
few days before they head to market in Bernier, Mrazek and 
Reimer,” Waddell said. “So we’re talking to all of them. I feel 
pretty confident that will get some signed before the 28th. 
And then go to market on the 28th for a second guy.” 

Mrazek’s agent Gerry Johannson told me Friday that while 
the door would remain open to Carolina, all signs pointed 
toward his client seeing what’s out there on the market. It’s 
the same feeling I got when checking on Reimer. So it 
certainly puts some pressure on getting Bernier signed. 

But the trade route is also on the table. I think Darcy 
Kuemper in Arizona would be of interest to Carolina, among 
others. 

Lots riding on how the goaltending shakes out for the Canes. 
They’re a Cup contender but need that position settled. On 
the flip side, if I’m a goalie on the free-agent/trade market, 
I’m looking at Carolina as a tempting club to join. 

Kraken free agency? 

There are still people buzzing about how differently the 
Seattle Kraken have approached their expansion draft 
process than their cousins in Vegas. 

It’s funny how all of us kept waiting for the fine print to 
emerge after the 30 players Seattle picked were made 
official. What about the side deals? As it turns out, there 
were none. 

The Kraken didn’t add picks and/or assets as part of its 
expansion draft selection process, a completely different 
approach than Vegas four years ago. 

Remember that Vegas, at the front end of its expansion 
submission in 2017, got a first-round pick, four second-round 
picks, one fifth and one sixth. Plus Alex Tuch, Shea 
Theodore and Reilly Smith, etc. 

Seattle instead is trying to use its leverage on the back side 
of the expansion draft. They’ve got lots of cap space in a flat 
cap environment, so they will look to procure assets that way 
by targeting teams who need cap relief over the next year or 
two. 

Plus, the Kraken plan to be players once free agency opens 
Wednesday, perhaps more so than Vegas was on July 1, 
2017, when the Golden Knights were rather quiet (other than 
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signing the likes of Brad Hunt, Stefan Matteau and Maxime 
Lagace). 

“Things were different this time around and that is part of 
why we did what we did,” Kraken GM Ron Francis said 
Sunday via text message. “And yes, we will be like 31 other 
teams in that we will be hoping to be a part of things on 
Wednesday.” 

I would expect the Kraken to circle back to Jaden Schwartz, 
for example, after going fairly far down the road with his 
camp during their exclusive window July 18-21. It wouldn’t 
surprise me if they circle back as well to the likes of Phillip 
Danault and Gabriel Landeskog and other free agents. They 
were able to speak directly to the agents for all unprotected 
UFAs in that window last week and I think some of that was 
possibly planting a few seeds for this week. 

In the bigger picture, don’t judge Seattle on its expansion 
approach just yet, we’ll get a better idea of it by puck drop in 
October. Perhaps even as late as a year from now their 
strategy will still be paying off in the flat cap environment. 

Flyers shakeup 

When I interviewed Chuck Fletcher in mid-May, it was darn 
clear changes were coming. 

The Flyers GM didn’t quite know what changes yet. He 
needed to decompress a little after a disappointing season 
before forming a plan with a clear mind. 

Changes came all right. 

Gone are Philippe Myers, Nolan Patrick, Shayne 
Gostisbehere, Robert Hagg and Jakub Voracek. 

In are Ryan Ellis, Rasmus Ristolainen and Cam Atkinson. 

Whoa. 

And it all happened over a week’s span. 

“We made four trades in eight days, got through the 
expansion draft and the entry draft, there’s been a lot of 
activity,” Fletcher told me Sunday, seemingly catching his 
breath. “We weren’t just looking to make change for the sake 
of making change, we wanted to certainly change the energy 
and the leadership in our dressing room. 

“But I think even more importantly we were able to fill our 
biggest area of need which was defence. We wanted to add 
two top-four defencemen if possible, we didn’t know if we’d 
be able to, but that was our goal. In adding two right-shot 
defencemen in Ryan Ellis and Rasmus Ristolainen we feel 
that we’ve maybe created our deepest defence corps that 
we’ve had here in a while. We’re excited to have been able 
to achieve that.” 

It was a steep price to pay on Ristolainen, our Flyers beat 
writer Charlie O’Connor doing a deep dive on that trade over 
the weekend. 

But what I will tell you is that there were at least two other 
teams I’ve confirmed as being willing to move a first-round 
pick plus another asset as part of a Ristolainen deal, and 
other teams were also making offers, so that drove up the 
price on the Flyers. 

“We were aware there was a lot of interest in Ristolainen,” 
said Fletcher. “It’s hard to get this type of player. I know 
there’s a debate about him from a data perspective in the 
analytics community, but we feel he’s a player who can step 
in and help us. He brings physicality, he brings size, he has 
experience now and can play both speciality teams. We think 
hopefully a change of environment for him will put him in a 
spot where he can be successful and we think he can 
continue to grow and develop on our team.” 

As Fletcher points out, look at the price for David Savard 
before the April 12 trade deadline, it was a first- and a third-
round pick for Tampa Bay to get him for three months. 

“The price to acquire these players is high and we felt it was 
worthwhile and we were able to make it happen,” Fletcher 
said. 

Now the focus has to be finding a goalie to partner up with 
youngster Carter Hart. 

Fletcher and his front-office staff met Sunday and a large 
portion of that was focusing on goalie options. 

“We’ve spoken to other teams on the trade front and we 
have our wish list for free agency,” Fletcher said. “That’s 
what we’re sorting through now.” 

Fletcher, of course, would not say but if I had to guess some 
decent goalie targets I’d say UFAs Bernier, Reimer and 
Jaroslav Halak would make sense, among others. 

Panthers swing big 

Bill Zito, it turns out, had been dialled in on Sam Reinhart for 
a while. 

“Well it was a guy we had targeted for some time,” the 
Panthers GM told me Sunday. “Obviously when you have 
your pro meetings, you look around the league at guys that 
might be available, and because of his versatility and not just 
versatility but his excellence with that versatility — he’s an 
excellent right wing, he’s an excellent centre — we thought 
he could contribute to our lineup and be the type of player 
that will fit with our players and for our coaches. 

“That was the fit that we sought. When he became available, 
those are the type of players we have to go out and get our 
hands on,” added Zito. 

Head coach Joel Quenneville will have some flexibility in his 
top six, he can play Reinhart alongside No. 1 centre 
Aleksander Barkov or have him centre the second line. 

Now Zito has to sign Reinhart, who’s an RFA, and has 
already started talking about it to the player’s agent, Craig 
Oster at Newport Sports. 

The bottom line here is that a 25-year-old top-six forward fits 
perfectly with what Zito is continuing to build in South Florida. 
The cost was reasonable, prospect goalie Devon Levi (who 
was blocked by Spencer Knight) as well as a protected first-
round pick (if it’s a top 10 pick next year then the picks 
switches to 2023). 

In the meantime, I believe the Panthers are very close to re-
signing RFA Sam Bennett and Carter Verhaeghe, who has 
another year left on his deal but can be extended as of 
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Wednesday. I believe you’ll see both those deals announced 
this week. 

Blue Jackets’ important weekend 

Let’s put it this way: Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen was 
backed into a corner by the mere fact that Seth Jones had a 
very, very short list of teams he would be willing to sign an 
extension with. 

And Chicago definitely topped the list. 

The Flyers were hoping to land Jones but once they realized 
he wouldn’t extend with them, Philadelphia pivoted and 
traded for Ellis instead. 

The Habs kicked the tires on Jones after the gravity of Shea 
Weber’s injury situation became clear, but that ship quickly 
sailed once Montreal also found out they weren’t a place 
Jones would sign. 

And there were other teams in the same boat who realized 
they couldn’t get Jones extended. 

So, if you’re Kekalainen you’ve got three options: 

1. Play hardball with Jones and make him come to 
camp, perhaps wait until the trade deadline next 
season to move him. 

2. Trade him to a team this offseason as a one-year 
rental (like to Colorado, for example) but get less in 
return as a result of him not being dealt as a signed 
player. 

3. Deal with the teams where Jones would sign an 
extension and therefore get a bigger return as a 
player signed long term despite the limited field of 
clubs. 

The Jackets smartly took option C. 

“The agent did a good job of limiting our options, that’s for 
sure,” Kekalainen told me Sunday. 

“He was willing to explore one or maybe another team at this 
point,” Jones’ agent Pat Brisson confirmed regarding the 
player’s very short list as far as doing an extension. 

But within those parameters, the Jackets grinded out 
Chicago over the past week before finally getting a package 
they could live with, as our Jackets beat writer Aaron 
Portzline expertly detailed over the weekend. 

Make no mistake, Kekalainen did as well as he could have 
given the tight circumstances. 

“You hate to lose a good player but you have to do the best 
you can for the future of the organization,” said Kekalainen. “I 
think we got a lot of pieces we really liked. We got (Adam) 
Boqvist, we got the 12th pick which was crucial in the deal 
and we got next year’s first; which is something that can be 
of big value, who knows how this goes here. 

“Yeah, under these circumstances, we did pretty well. But 
Chicago got a really good player.” 

Having said all that, there’s the bigger picture at play; the 
Jackets have to stop losing players like Jones, Pierre-Luc 
Dubois, Artemi Panarin and Josh Anderson. 

“I think the best way of doing it is by winning, that’s No. 1,” 
Kekalainen said of curbing the trend for Columbus. “I think 
we have to get rid of the perception that somehow this isn’t a 
good place to play. Because it’s a great place to play. It’s a 
great city. We have really passionate fans. 

“I mean, if anyone watched our playoffs from two years ago 
and watched our fans in our building, it’s something I’ve 
never seen and I’ve been around quite a bit, too,” added the 
Jackets GM. “So, we got to make this the best place to play 
in front of the most passionate fans in the league. And do a 
lot of winning. That’s how the players stay.” 

But Kekalainen also points out that perhaps as a league 
we’re seeing players more willing to test free agency than 
before, like athletes have been more willing to do in other 
sports. 

“Sometimes the timing when they’re in their prime and they 
want to go somewhere else, they make that decision, and I 
think that you’ll see a lot of that now in hockey, too,” 
Kekalainen said. “I would have never, ever thought that Alex 
Pietrangelo would leave St. Louis.” 

Reset, rebuild, reboot in Arizona 

You can decide for yourself what R-word you want to use to 
describe it but given where an aging Coyotes roster was, one 
which hadn’t produced any real winning over the past several 
years, plus the void of picks because of the draft testing 
cheating last year, to look at where Arizona sits now is 
something else. 

Don’t kid yourself, there is so much work to be done over the 
coming years to build a team with long-term sustainability. 
There’s no guarantee that’s going to happen, either. 

But given how dire things looked when Bill Armstrong got 
hired as GM last year, he’s gotten a lot done as he began 
tearing down this roster and looking to the future. 

Over the course of one week, he acquired a first-round pick 
and five second-round picks, fully leveraging the flat-cap 
reality of the NHL because had cap room to play with. 

First, it was the Andrew Ladd deal on July 17, then the 
Shayne Gostibehere trade Thursday and finally the 
Vancouver blockbuster on Friday. Those three deals alone 
netted a first-round pick plus four second-round picks. 

“It’s an interesting thing because we had plans to do one of 
those deals and we were able to get a lot (more) done,” 
Armstrong told me Sunday. “And I think sometimes as a GM, 
you’ve got plans, but everybody’s got a plan. It just doesn’t 
happen sometimes. I think because of our flexibility and 
where we were at with the cap, it allowed us to hit it at the 
right time where a lot of other teams didn’t have that 
flexibility. And we were able to acquire picks because of it. 
And there’s a bit of luck in there, because it’s a flat cap. Like, 
who knew, right?” 

The pandemic forced the flat cap and has changed a lot of 
plans for a lot of teams. The Coyotes were able to take 
advantage of that. 

They have five second-round draft picks for next year’s draft 
alone. Five. 
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They drafted four players in the opening two rounds this past 
weekend after entering last offseason having just one pick in 
the second round for this year. 

And the Coyotes may not be done. Armstrong says he’s 
willing to do another cap-type deal for futures. 

“Oh yeah, I’m working right now, we’ve still got some room to 
add in something like that, yes,” Armstrong said. 

There’s been a long-rumoured deal with Florida that I think 
has gone back and forth, the Coyotes perhaps acquiring 
Anton Stralman and his $5.5 million cap hit (he’s got one 
year left) but that requires the player signing off on it. The 
idea is that the Coyotes would get another pick from Florida 
for doing it. 

But it wasn’t clear as I wrote this Sunday if that deal would 
still happen. I think Oliver Ekman-Larsson being dealt might 
have hurt Stralman’s interest in going to Arizona. 

The other side of these deals is that Armstrong likes the 
people he’s brought in. They’re not just throw-in contacts to 

him. In Andrew Ladd and Jay Beagle and Loui Eriksson, for 
example, the Coyotes GM sees good veteran voices. 

“They’re all unbelievable human beings,” said Armstrong. 
“Jay Beagle, Loui Eriksson, Andrew Ladd, they’ve all won 
championships. So, that was a thing, too. We weren’t taking 
on guys coming our way that were bad people. We’re trying 
to change our culture down here.” 

In the 28-year-old Gostibehere, there’s actually a reasonable 
chance to expect a fresh beginning might bring back his best 
self. 

This is my own opinion, but if any of Ladd, Beagle or 
Eriksson find a second gear with a new lease on life, that’s a 
total bonus. Albeit, let’s be honest, probably a long shot for 
those players. 

But the reality is that these deals over the past week made 
sense for a rebuilding Arizona team no matter what they get 
from the players involved. 

It’s a total reboot and the Coyotes will be restocking the 
shelves for 2-3 years.

 

 

 

Hurricanes trade Bean to Columbus, continue to reshape roster 

The 2016 first-round pick had 12 points in 42 games for 
Carolina last season 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes didn’t know how much Alex Nedeljkovic and 
Jake Bean would contribute this past season, but both would 
up playing a role in Carolina winning the Central Division. 

It still wasn’t enough for either to be part of the team’s long-
term plans. 

A day after Nedeljkovic was traded to Detroit, Bean was 
dealt to Columbus for the 44th overall pick in this weekend’s 
NHL Draft. 

The move gives Carolina 10 picks in the draft, including five 
in the first three rounds: 27th in the first round; 44th and 59th 
in the second round; and 91st and 94th in the third round. 

A few days ago, it was possible the Hurricanes would lose 
Bean for nothing as he was left exposed in the expansion 
draft. The Kraken instead selected forward Morgan Geekie 
— another former Carolina draft pick who, like Nedeljkovic 

and Bean, won a Calder Cup with the Charlotte Checkers in 
2019 — and the Hurricanes decided to take offers on Bean. 

The pick from Columbus was originally Chicago’s second-
round pick and had been acquired earlier in the day by the 
Blue Jackets in the blockbuster trade that sent Seth Jones to 
the Blackhawks. 

Bean, the 13th overall pick in 2016 draft, was the AHL’s top 
defenseman in 2020 and played 42 games for Carolina this 
season, scoring one goal with 11 assists. He also had one 
point, a goal, in 11 playoff games. 

But the Hurricanes seemed reluctant to give the 23-year-old 
more responsibility, and Bean struggled defensively — 
especially in the second round of the playoffs against Tampa 
Bay. 

The trade leaves Carolina with four defensemen — Jake 
Gardiner, Brett Pesce, Brady Skjei and Jaccob Slavin — who 
played with the team last season. Dougie Hamilton and Jani 
Hakanpaa will be unrestricted free agents on July 28.
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Bean traded to Blue Jackets by Hurricanes for second-round pick 

Carolina gets No. 44 choice in 2021 Draft for defenseman 

Jake Bean was traded to the Columbus Blue Jackets by the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Friday. 

Carolina received a second-round pick (No. 44) in the 2021 
NHL Draft that Columbus acquired from the Chicago 
Blackhawks as part of the trade for defenseman Seth Jones. 

Bean, a 23-year-old defenseman selected by the Hurricanes 
with the No. 13 pick in the 2016 NHL Draft, scored 12 points 
(one goal, 11 assists) in 42 games as a rookie this season 
and one goal in 11 Stanley Cup Playoff games. He can 
become a restricted free agent July 28. 

Hamilton's contract is Hurricanes 'No. 1 objective' 

Pending free agent led Carolina defensemen in points past 
three seasons 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Dougie Hamilton could re-sign with the 
Carolina Hurricanes after last month being given permission 
to speak with other teams about a new contract. 

"Our No. 1 objective is to get him signed," Carolina general 
manager Don Waddell said Saturday. "That hasn't changed 
at all. Both of us agree that we have to get this resolved 
before free agency starts (July 28) because, if free agency 
starts, we need a defenseman. We can't be patient and wait 
for Dougie to make a decision. We want Dougie back and 
we're hoping we can do that this week." 

The Hurricanes had permitted Hamilton's agent, J.P. Barry, 
to speak with other teams to potentially set up a sign-and-
trade, which would allow Hamilton to sign a maximum eight-
year contract before becoming an unrestricted free agent. If 
he reaches free agency, the maximum he could sign would 
be a seven-year contract. 

Waddell said he plans to speak with Barry on Sunday. 

"I think in time they've gotten closer, and I also think they've 
gone out and checked to see what the market was for him," 
Waddell said. "I'm feeling pretty good. I know Dougie is very 
familiar with where we are. We just don't know what his 
thoughts are. It's up to J.P. and I to make this work for both 
of us. I feel pretty good that we'll be able to get this done. 

"His value might be higher somewhere else, but we're talking 
about a team that is trying to win a championship. You're 
going to need resources in different areas to put the best 
team on the ice. We have a plan in place for Dougie. He's 
very aware of it. We've made an offer to him. We have to 
stay the course." 

Hamilton has played the past three seasons for Carolina 
since being acquired in a trade with the Calgary Flames on 
June 23, 2018. 

The 28-year-old has led Hurricanes defensemen in points in 
each of those seasons and was tied for seventh in the NHL 
this season with 42 points (10 goals, 32 assists) in 55 
games, including an NHL career-high 18 power-play points. 

He then scored five points (two goals, three assists) in 11 
Stanley Cup Playoff games for Carolina (36-12-8), which was 
the No. 1 seed in the Discover Central Division but lost in the 
Stanley Cup Second Round in five games to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

"I really enjoy it here," Hamilton said in June. "I've got some 
really good friends, met really, really good people in the room 
and away from the room off the ice, too. I have nothing bad 
to say about my experience here and being a Carolina 
Hurricane and I've really enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep 
going." 

On Friday, the Hurricanes traded defenseman Jake Bean to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets for a second-round pick (No. 44) 
in the 2021 NHL Draft. The 23-year-old scored 12 points 
(one goal, 11 assists) in 42 games as a rookie this season.
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Spotlight on Hurricanes, Avalanche with free agency looming 

By Stephen Whyno 

Hours after signing Norris Trophy finalist defenseman Cale 
Makar to a long-term contract, Joe Sakic still is not sure the 
Colorado Avalanche will be able to bring back captain 
Gabriel Landeskog and starting goaltender Philipp Grubauer. 

“I don’t know,” Colorado’s general manager said. “We’re 
hopeful we can come to terms, as well, and have them 
signed and to be part of us.” 

Now that the NHL draft is over, the Avalanche situation is 
one of many with more questions than answers with free 
agency looming. The spotlight is also bright on the Carolina 
Hurricanes in their talks with defenseman Dougie Hamilton, 
the Washington Capitals finalizing a deal with captain Alex 
Ovechkin and Stanley Cup champion Blake Coleman’s 
landing spot because he likely won’t return to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Many of these situations need to be resolved one way or the 
other before free agency opens Wednesday. 

“If free agency starts and we know we need a defenseman, 
we can’t be patient and wait for Dougie to make a decision,” 
Carolina GM Don Waddell said Wednesday. “We want 
Dougie back, and we’re hoping we can do that this week.” 

Hamilton would be among the most coveted free agents, 
along with Landeskog and Grubauer. He’s a 28-year-old 
right-shooting defenseman who can produce offensively, so 
of course the Hurricanes would rather sign him than let him 
walk for nothing. 

“Our still No. 1 objective is to get him signed — that hasn’t 
changed at all,” Waddell said. “We’ve let Dougie know. 
We’ve been very open about what we think the value is and 
his value might be higher someplace else. But we’re talking 
about a team that’s trying to win a championship.” 

So is Colorado, and Sakic acknowledged the roster last 
season is the deepest during this Cup-contending window. 
Makar at $9 million annually gives the Avalanche some 
certainty, but that’s still 11% of the salary cap and there’s 
only so much room to go around. 

That makes the situations with Landeskog and Grubauer all 
the more intriguing. Landeskog has been captain since 2012 
and Grubauer their No. 1 goalie the past three years and the 
Avalanche are built to win now. 

“Obviously we want all of us back, especially Landy and 
Grubi,” Makar said. “They’re such key pieces to our team, 
and those are definitely guys that I’d love to see back and 
hopefully the club can work out something with them.” 

The Capitals will almost certainly work something out with 
Ovechkin, whose $124 million, 13-year contract is expiring. 
General manager Brian MacLellan told reporters Saturday 
the team is “making progress” with the goal of getting a deal 
done before the market opens Wednesday. 

A different question is Washington center Evgeny Kuznetsov, 
who was rumored to be in available in a trade. But the 
Capitals are not hellbent on moving him. 

“He’s a good player,” MacLellan said. “We like the player. I 
don’t know. We’ve never said we’re trading Kuznetsov. I said 
we were open to discussions on most of our players on the 
trade market and if it comes up, it comes up and if it doesn’t 
make sense, same as always.” 

The Lightning could try to recoup a late draft pick by trading 
Coleman’s rights like they did Barclay Goodrow to the 
Rangers, or he’ll just leave in free agency. Toronto is having 
that internal debate now about forward Zach Hyman, who 
they gave permission to talk to other teams and agreed to 
the framework of a contract with Edmonton. 

For the Oilers to sign Hyman for eight years as a way to 
spread out his cap hit, it would take the Maple Leafs signing 
the contract and trading him. Otherwise, he could only get 
seven years — at a higher cap hit — if he signs with 
Edmonton on Wednesday, and Toronto wants a real asset to 
facilitate it. 

“There’s a big benefit to me of adding the eighth year on in 
terms of the cap savings to the team that’s going to sign 
him,” GM Kyle Dubas said. I know that there’s a narrative 
that we should just get something, but when you’re saving a 
team significant dollars on the salary cap that comes with a 
cost and we’re not going to bend on that.”
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Hurricanes trade Jake Bean to Blue Jackets for second-round pick 

The Carolina Hurricanes traded defenceman Jake Bean to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets in exchange for a second-round 
pick. 

Bean scored his first NHL goal and added 11 assists in 42 
games as a rookie with the Hurricanes this past season. 

The 23-year-old is a pending restricted free agent who was 
recently left exposed in the Seattle Kraken expansion draft. 

Columbus’s blue line is going to look quite different in 2021-
22 than it did this past season. 

Earlier on Friday the Blue Jackets traded Seth Jones to the 
Chicago Blackhawks for fellow defenceman Adam Boqvist 
plus a handful of picks, including the 44th-overall selection in 
Friday's draft which they then flipped to Carolina for Bean. 

Selected 13th overall by the Hurricanes in 2016, the Calgary 
native has put up strong offensive numbers from the back 
end throughout his career. 

He led the AHL’s Charlotte Checkers in scoring with 48 
points in 59 games during the 2019-20 campaign.

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes select Scott Morrow with 40th overall pick 

The Hurricanes have taken a defenseman with their first pick 
of the 2021 draft.  

By Andrew Schnittker and Matthew Somma  

The Hurricanes had to wait a little longer to make their first 
pick of the 2021 NHL Draft after trading back from 27th 
overall and picking up two second rounders from the 
Nashville Predators Friday night.  

With the 40th overall pick, the first of four second rounder 
and 11 day-two picks that the team currently holds, the 
Canes selected defenseman Scott Morrow of Shattuck St. 
Mary’s 18U Prep. Morrow tallied eight goals and 48 points in 
40 games last year, and is committed to UMAss. 

In her story profiling options for the Hurricanes past the 
second round, Sarah Avampato took a look at what Morrow 
might bring, here’s what she had to say about him: 

Morrow is a 6-foot-2 defenseman with a penchant for 
jumping up into the play, fooling opposing defenders with his 
deceptive playmaking and for making creative plays to 
teammates. He also has a penchant for clearly taking shifts 
off, getting visibly frustrated when the game isn’t going his 
way and overall displaying low on-ice energy at times. He’s 

an intriguing prospect because of the offensive side of his 
game, and how clearly he was able to dominate at the high 
school/prep level, but it’s unclear so far as to how he will 
adapt to tougher competition. 

At his best, Morrow makes opposing players look silly as he 
steals pucks and races off for highlight reel goals. At his 
worst, he looks disengaged and out of sync with his 
teammates. Morrow is committed to UMass, where he will 
have the opportunity to mature as a player and develop his 
game. His creative, offensive upside makes it easy to see 
why he’s worth a pick in the draft, particularly if you can 
afford to be patient with his development. 

Matthew’s take: Morrow is a player that can reach great 
heights with the Hurricanes. He has size, tremendous 
offensive skill, and the ability to become a top four 
defenseman at the NHL level. Morrow fills out the depth 
chart a bit and gives the Hurricanes another defenseman to 
develop. I love this pick for the Hurricanes because they can 
afford to let Morrow develop, work on his skating, and 
become a top defenseman at the college level. 

The Hurricanes will be back on the clock shortly at pick 44.
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They said it: Hurricanes draft picks on selection day 

We got a chance to speak with several of the Canes’ 2021 
draft picks via Zoom on Saturday. 

By Andrew Schnittker and Brett Finger  

Throughout day two of the 2021 NHL Draft, we’ll get a 
chance to speak with several of the Hurricanes’ picks via 
Zoom. We’ll post notable quotes from them here, so be sure 
to keep checking back to this piece throughout the day.  

Scott Morrow, No. 40, second round 

With their first pick of the day, the Hurricanes selected Scott 
Morrow, a defenseman from Shattuck St. Mary’s.  

Here’s some highlights of his interview:  

On his style of play: I think it all starts with me being a good 
skater. But I think I’m a 200-foot player, and I play to win. I 
think that’s what I’ll bring to the Carolina Hurricanes.  

On how much contact he had with the Hurricanes and how 
many draft hats he had: I’m actually in Plymouth, Michigan 
for the USA Hockey Summer Showcase right now, so they 
kind of had hats for everybody. There’s a bunch of draft 
eligible guys here. I actually only spoke with Carolina once 
prior to the draft. I didn’t necessarily think that it was a 
possibility, but it’s clear to me from what they said to me 
afterwards that they were eyeing me, and obviously they 
took me. I’m just pumped that I’m a Carolina Hurricane. I 
can’t believe it.  

On what excites him about being drafted by the Hurricanes: I 
think first of all, it starts with the culture they have there, 
which starts with coach [Rod Brind’Amour]. He’s one of the 
most highly looked upon coaches in the NHL. From what I’ve 
seen, every single player loves to play for him. They’ve been 
tremendous at developing defensemen to play there. So I 

think that the development I’ll receive from the staff, and 
once I get there, from the coaching staff. That’ll be super 
valuable to me. I think based on their track record, they’ve 
kind of got it figured out in terms of how to develop 
defensemen. On top of those things, they’ve got some crazy 
fans down there, as everyone got to see before COVID, 
especially during the playoffs. So I’m really excited.  

Jackson Blake 

With the 109th overall pick in the fourth round, the 
Hurricanes took Jackson Blake, the son of former NHL 
veteran Jason Blake, who played 13 seasons with the Kings, 
Islanders, Maple Leafs and Ducks. Here’s a full breakdown 
of everything he had to say:  

On if his Dad told him anything about the Hurricanes: This 
moment’s crazy. It hasn’t really even kicked in yet that I’ve 
been drafted to such a great organization with such a great 
group and a good couple seasons they’re putting together 
the past couple years. My Dad’s definitely told me about the 
Hurricanes and he actually didn’t get to get drafted when it 
was his year. I’m at a loss for words right now, its crazy. He 
said that Rod Brind’Amour is one of the greatest coaches 
he’s seen and he wishes he got to lace them up for him. 

On what the day has been like for him: It was definitely 
stressful, for sure. Just to see all these kids get drafted and 
you wonder if you’re going to go anytime soon, and have no 
clue if you’re going to go. So it was a hard time sleeping last 
night, for sure, waiting.  

On his game: I feel like I’m one of the smaller guys, but I feel 
like I play like I’m just a regular, 6-1 guy. I feel like I see the 
ice just as well as anyone if not better. I feel like I’m pretty 
skilled, I love to compete and I love to put the puck in the 
back of the net.
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Waddell provides updates on goaltending, Hamilton, much more 

General manager Don Waddell spoke about all of the items 
on the Canes’ to-do list over the next week on Saturday. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

It’s been a busy few days for the Carolina Hurricanes, and 
it’s about to get busier. Wrapping up a week that saw the 
Canes trade goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to the Detroit Red 
Wings and defenseman Jake Bean to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, and also make blank picks after trading back 
numerous times, the team still has a laundry list of items to 
accomplish.  

With Nedeljkovic gone, the Hurricanes currently have a 
grand total of zero NHL goalies under contract for next 
season. They need to replace Bean on the third defensive 
pairing and figure out the status of unrestricted free agent 
forwards like Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook. Oh, and 
they need to make a decision on defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton as well. And then, when NHL free agency opens 
Wednesday, the Canes will need to look at any external 
additions they want to make. So there’s plenty on general 
manager Don Waddell’s plate.  

In a media availability during the draft Saturday, Waddell 
provided updates on the items on the Canes’ to-do list. 
Here’s a full update on where everything stands: 

Crease conundrum 

It’s probably a fair debate as to whether the elephant in the 
room here is the goaltending or Hamilton, but based on the 
past few days, we’ll call it the goalies. Despite Nedeljkovic 
enjoying an excellent 2021 season that saw him go 15-5-3 in 
20 starts, lead the league in save percentage (.932) post the 
lowest goals-against average (1.90) and finish as a finalist 
for the Calder Trophy, the Hurricanes opted to trade the 
pending RFA’s rights rather than signing him after rumblings 
the team might not qualify him amid worries about what he 
could get in arbitration. 

The decision wasn’t a popular one for Hurricanes faithful, as 
Nedeljkovic showed every sign he could be the team’s goalie 
of the future last season. However, based on what Waddell 
said, the Hurricanes weren’t sold on Nedeljkovic as their 
starter despite his stellar run, and want to move forward with 
a veteran goalie. 

“Ned played good here,” Waddell said. “We got in a situation 
where he’s been in the organization for five years. We’ve 
watched him for five years. He played good here. He had 20-
something good hockey games. We just felt that with the 
situation that we were in, he had [arbitration] rights, we 
couldn’t work out a deal, that maybe we need more 
experienced goalies in here. We made a decision as an 
organization, everybody was involved, goalie coaches, 
coaches, ownership. We didn’t sit down on an island and 
make this call. You watch a player and find out what he’s all 
about. He got on an unbelievable hot streak this year. We 
can’t deny that. He’s such a great kid. You’re happy for him 
and wish him nothing but success. But we also thought that 
going forward, maybe we wanted to go with a more veteran 
looking goaltending duo.” 

The Canes now will need to sign, or trade for, two NHL 
goalies before the start of the next season. They have some 
internal options in terms of Petr Mrazek, Jonathan Beriner 
(whose rights were acquired for Nedeljkovic) and James 
Reimer. Pierre LeBrun reported Friday that the Canes were 
looking at signing Bernier and Mrazek, but Mrazek would 
likely test the open market.  

Waddell said the Canes are “wide open” when it comes to 
goalies and have looked at everything from trades, to signing 
their internal options, to seeing which goalies hit the free 
agent market on Wednesday. 

“We think we’re the opportunity for all these guys, because 
we don’t have a starting goalie,” Waddell said. “If you want to 
be a starting goalie in the NHL, this is a pretty good spot for 
you. We’ve got a pretty good defense. That’s something that 
goaltenders look at when they’re picking teams. … We’re 
approaching it with a very open mind. We have some ideas, 
of course. We didn’t do this unplanned. People, I know, get 
excited when we do something like this. We have a plan, and 
I’m very confident by the time this next week rolls around, 
that we’ll have two very quality starting goaltenders. And in 
this day, I think you need it. I think you need a 1A and 1B, 
because with the schedule the way it’s going to be, 
condensed, right now, with the Olympic break and all that, 
you’re going to need two goalies, as we have in the last few 
years.” 

Decision time for Dougie 

The other massive decision the Canes have to make is what 
to do with Hamilton, a pending UFA. The top-pairing blueliner 
is one of the best defenseman in the NHL, coming off a 
season that saw him finish fourth in Norris Trophy voting and 
make the NHL’s second All-Star Team. He’s a player the 
Hurricanes arguably can’t afford to lose.  

Waddell reiterated that the Hurricanes’ goal is to get 
Hamilton signed. He also said that a decision needs to be 
made for both sides one way or the other, before free agency 
opens Wednesday, because the Hurricanes will need to 
move onto other options in terms of a possible replacement if 
Hamilton isn’t coming back.  

There is good news for Hurricanes fans hoping to see No. 19 
back on the ice next season, as Waddell said that while 
nothing is guaranteed, the Hurricanes and Hamilton’s agent, 
JP Barry,  

have gotten closer in their negotiations and he feels good 
about getting a deal done.  

“Decisions aren’t made until somebody’s forced to make a 
decision,” Waddell said. “We’re running across some 
deadlines coming up here. Deadlines are when things 
usually happen. I know Dougie’s very familiar with where we 
are. We still know what his thoughts are, and it’s up to his 
agent, JP and I to figure it out, how we make this work both 
of us. He’s a free agent; he can go any place. It’s got to be a 
two-way street. It’s got to fit for him and it’s got to fit for us. 
But I feel pretty good that we’ll be able to get this done.”  

Other free agents up in the air, Canes may add 
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The Canes have a couple of other unrestricted free agents in 
Martinook and McGinn that they may or may not be able to 
re-sign. McGinn is the team’s second longest-tenured player 
and provides an invaluable gritty, hard-nosed style of play 
night in and night out. Martinook is a very valuable player in 
both the locker room and community.  

It remains to be seen if the team will be able to bring both, or 
even one, back, but it’s certainly something the Canes want 
to do.  

“One good thing is those guys, especially McGinn and 
Martinook,” they want to be Hurricanes. “You love to hear 
that. It’s not just what their value is but how we’re going to 
make this all work with the cap. We’re fortunate to have an 
owner that’s willing to spend to the cap. We know we’re 
going to be a cap team, but we’ve got to also make sure that 
we spend our money correctly. Both guys, we’re in a good 
place with both of them. We want them back, obviously [Rod 
Brind’Amour] wants them back. We’ve just got to find middle 
grounds that work for everybody. We’re hoping that we 
certainly can get them signed here and continue moving 
forward with those types of players. Because they make a 
difference for our hockey club.”  

While the Canes may not have much cap space left over if 
they’re able to re-sign Hamilton, bring back some of their 
other internal UFAs and get two goalies under contract, the 
team could also look to add when free agency opens.  

“It goes back a little bit, I don’t think we were ever much of a 
destination place for players, and now, I think we’re much 
more of a destination, because as a player gets older in his 
career, if they haven’t won a championship, even if they 
have, they want to win again. I know we have a lot more 
players that are probably interested in playing for the 
Hurricanes than probably years ago. We’re going to look at 
every free agent, whoever we can afford to sign and whoever 
is a good fit for us. But I think there’s going to be opportunity 
out there for us, and we’re hoping by the time the 28th 
comes, we have a couple of these things figured out, so we 
know exactly how much cap space we have to work with.” 

Svechnikov will get signed, but it may take a bit 

One thing the Canes may not have figured out by 
Wednesday is a new contract for RFA forward Andrei 
Svechnikov. Svechnikov is a critical piece of the Hurricanes’ 
core, and will get signed, it’s just a matter of what type of 
deal he gets. And, as a restricted free agent, his negotiation 
could take longer into the summer.  

“Mark Gandler, who represents Andrei and I have had lots of 
talks over the last six weeks,” Waddell said. “We’ll get a deal 
done. I don’t think it’s going to happen before Wednesday. 
There’s no urgency from either side right now. We don’t start 
playing until September. These contracts for these type of 
players will get done, they just take a long time to get done. 
So we know where it’s headed. Our talks have been very 
good about what length of a contract and right around the 
amount, we have a little disagreement there, but we have a 
pretty good range of how things are going to fall. So we’re 
able to plan, regardless if we get him signed before now or 
next week, we can plan and know that he’s going to be part 
of our group moving forward.” 

Bye bye Bean 

After holding onto him through Wednesday’s expansion draft, 
the Hurricanes traded Bean to the Blue Jackets for a second-
round pick in this draft.  

Waddell said the Canes thought Bean may need a change of 
scenery to take the next step, and the team wanted to go 
with a different look on its third pairing next year.  

“We’ve talked about it at great lengths, and just felt that the 
way we were situated right now with some of our younger 
kids coming and Jake’s been in the organization for a 
number of years that if we got what we thought was equal 
value, we’d move him on,” Waddell said. “Sometimes, we’ve 
all seen it, the second team, Jake’s very capable of taking 
that next step. And sometimes you need that second team to 
take it. But for us, it was more that where we were with our 
third pairing, Jake played in our third pairing, we wanted a 
different look in that group. So the decision was made, once 
we got something that we felt was fair value, to move him.” 

Stay tuned to Canes Country for full coverage of free 
agency, including potential targets at each position for 
Carolina, and any moves the team makes going forward.
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He said It: Darren Yorke on Hurricanes’ 2021 Draft Picks 

Hurricanes assistant general manager Darren Yorke broke 
down all 13 picks the team made during the 2021 NHL Draft 
and then took questions from the media via Zoom. 

By Brett Finger  

Carolina Hurricanes assistant general manager Darren 
Yorke talked to the media via Zoom on Saturday following 
the conclusion of the 2021 NHL Draft. 

Yorke went pick-by-pick for all 13 of Carolina’s selections 
and broke down what the team saw in each player and why 
they selected them. He then answered a handful of 
questions from the media. 

Scott Morrow (2nd round, 40th overall), defenseman from 
Shattuck St. Mary’s School and the USHL’s Fargo Force 

Yorke: Probably one of the most skilled players in this draft, 
and that’s not just including defenseman. Real high offensive 
upside, the ability for him to transition the game from the 
defensive zone to the offensive zone. It was great to see him 
go from Minnesota high school hockey to the USHL in the 
playoffs going against Chicago. To see his game transfer as 
quick as it did was really impressive and solidified what we 
thought of him. We’re thrilled to add one of those hardest-
coveted positions in a big offensive right-handed 
defenseman. 

Aleksi Heimosalmi (2nd round, 44th overall), defenseman 
from Ässät U20 in Finland 

Yorke: He came on right from the beginning in Finland. 
Another similar offensive defenseman, but in saying that, for 
a 5’11” defenseman, the ability for him to gap up and play 
strong defense against the rush. Even along the boards, it’s 
his smartness and how he uses his body to win battles. 
Again, we’re thrilled to add another offensive defenseman 
who doesn’t sacrifice any defensive play. 

Ville Koivunen (2nd round, 51st overall), forward from Kärpät 
U20 in Finland  

Yorke: This was another exciting player. I know we went 
back-to-back with Finns this year. To get somebody who as 
high of a compete as anybody in the draft with the same kind 
of offensive skills. Probably one of the smarter offensive 
wingers in this draft. We know the Karpat system, someone 
that Harri Aho just raved about his character. To see his 
growth from one year over to the next was great for us and 
really exciting. 

Patrik Hamrla (3rd round, 83rd overall), goalie from Energie 
Karlovy Vary in the Czech Republic 

Yorke: Big, athletic goalie. A player who played in Czech and 
is going to the QMJHL next season. He’s very athletic and 
his ability to show the power to go side-to-side is really 
something you can’t teach, especially at his size. He’s 
someone that both (Paul Schonfelder and Jason Muzzatti) 
were really excited about and led to the trend for the other 
goalie selections. 

Aidan Hreschuk (3rd round, 94th overall), defenseman from 
the United States National Team Development Program 

Yorke: One of the smarter players for the US team in how he 
defends. Really, for our system and how we like to play, you 
have to be able to skate and play fast. The ability for him to 
end plays in the neutral zone and quickly transition the puck 
is something that gravitated to us with him. 

Jackson Blake (4th round, 109th overall), forward from the 
Chicago Steel of the USHL 

Yorke: Very similar in that we keep talking about common 
themes with our players - it’s hockey sense. Jackson is 
incredibly smart, probably didn’t get the opportunity that he 
might have expected in Chicago, it’s one of the best teams in 
the USHL. His 5-on-5 play was what really impressed us. 
The ability to use his size to protect the puck and make plays 
in transition from the neutral zone to the offensive zone. He 
has the problem-solving ability to buy time and hit the weak 
side. To do all this when he isn’t fully developed in a hard 
league is what really gravitated to us. Probably nothing that 
shocks anyone here is that we’re going for smart players and 
that kid fits that build. 

Robert Orr (5th round, 136th overall), forward from the 
Halifax Mooseheads of the QMJHL 

Yorke: Not the Bobby Orr that everyone is used to. Similar to 
Blake, he is incredibly young, a September birthday. A rookie 
in the QMJHL this season, so for him to deal with everything 
that was going on and still produce. Uses his speed. 
Incredibly fast skater that can drive the game from the 
defensive zone all the way to the offensive zone and still be 
able to make those one-on-one plays. He can pull up, he can 
go on the penalty kill. A really well-suited game. 

Justin Robidas (5th round, 147th overall), forward from the 
Val-d’Or Foreurs of the QMJHL 

Yorke: Similar to Blake in how they play the game and how 
they see the game. Incredibly competitive. He has the 
background with his dad to understand what it takes to be a 
pro. This kid uses his speed, uses his compete, can be a lot 
harder to play against and can play bigger than his size 
without sacrificing offense. He has one of the hardest shots 
in the QMJHL. 

Bryce Montgomery (6th round, 170th overall), defenseman 
from the London Knights of the OHL 

Yorke: This was the first player that we selected this year 
that really didn’t play. We talked about this situation going 
back to last year and how we’d utilize this and it was 
something that didn’t really scare us. The way our list fell, 
this was the first one that got to us. Big right-handed 
defenseman that can skate. You look at how hard it is to find 
these types of defensemen, especially guys that are as big 
as him and can skate as well. It’s going to be great for us to 
see him next year in the OHL and get another full year. We 
were impressed with how he had to go a full year off and 
getting to the Erie Showcase tournament, just seeing the raw 
talent he has. 

Nikita Quapp (6th round, 187th overall), goalie from Krefeld 
Pinguine of the DEL (Germany) 
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Yorke: Quapp is a goalie that really grabbed Jason Muzzatti 
when he watched him. For an 18-year-old to play in the 
men’s league. Big blocking style, a little bit different style 
than Hamrla and Naumov. A guy that just has the raw ability 
to be in the right spot and make some of the tougher saves 
look easy. 

Yegor Naumov (7th round, 200th overall), goalie from Krylia 
Sovetov Moskva of the MHL (Russia) 

Yorke: Naumov is probably closer to the style of Hamrla. 
Another guy that our goalie coaches really pushed hard on. 
Very athletic, very quick. Probably the more acrobatic saves 
and side-to-side saves. He reads the game so well and can 
make some of the desperate saves you need from your 
goalies. 

Nikita Guslistov (7th round, 209th overall), forward from 
Severstal Cherepovets of the KHL (Russia) 

Yorke: Guslistov started in the MHL and was a point-per-
game player. He was a captain in that league and then he 
was called up to the KHL, and for a 19-year-old kid to start 
as a fourth-line center then get into the third-line center. He 
gets in on the forecheck and can go against other team’s 
best players and still brings an offensive game. I think he 
was the youngest player in the KHL to get a hat trick. 
Overall, a smart and dependable player. 

Joel Nystrom (7th round, 219th overall), defenseman from 
Färjestad BK of the Swedish Hockey League 

Yorke: Nystrom is another late developer. He went through 
the draft already once. Probably one of the faster-developing 
players this year. Started off in the Swedish junior league 
and then got up to the SHL and played significant minutes. 
Another guy that is smart and dependable and has a little bit 
of offense to his game without sacrificing anything on the 
defensive side. 

On an assessment of the draft class and trading down in the 
first round: I think we covered everything. When you get into 
any draft, you’re just trying to maximize the picks that you 
have. So in trading back in the first round, we looked at our 
list and we looked at the different options here. We decided 
that we had lots of players that we liked, and if we traded 
down we can get more of them. So it’s really just the 
opportunity to keep getting players that we’re excited about. 

On the Canes trading two players they scouted and 
developed in Alex Nedeljkovic and Jake Bean: I don’t think 
anyone looks at it that we’re giving up or it’s not following 
through with the guys we picked. I think the guys work 
incredibly hard to select everyone, but we all have the same 
goal, and the goal is to win the Stanley Cup. So if there are 
opportunities to use picks or trade players that are 

homegrown and it helps us win, we’re all for that. So that is 
really why everyone’s here. So there’s no selfishness in 
terms of trying to be like ‘Oh, I really believe in this guy, why 
did you guys give up?’ It’s ‘Let’s do what we can to win the 
Stanley Cup.’ 

On the Hurricanes trading back for extra picks five times: 
Even irrespective of whether it’s a normal season or the 
disruptions that we had this year, the advantage of having 
more picks gives you more ammunition in how you want to 
go about things. If you want to trade up and you have more 
picks, it allows you to do that. If you’re comfortable with 
trading down and being able to select multiple players, it just 
allows you to do it. You have a lot more flexibility in the draft, 
and it allows you to do so much more with more picks. If you 
don’t come into a draft with any picks, it’s hard to move up to 
get a guy that you like.  

On scouting Jackson Blake across two levels in high school 
and the USHL: Hockey sense is something that we value 
highly quite a bit, and when you have players who are very 
smart, such as Jackson, you can see the little things that 
they take from Minnesota high school hockey and it shows 
up in the USHL. The ability to buy time and problem-solve is 
so imperative for a young player when they graduate to the 
next level. In Jackson’s case, he can use his body and gives 
himself a little half-second. He gets time taken away in the 
USHL level but he’s still able to do it, so when he goes from 
the USHL to the college level the game is almost slowing 
down because of how fast he reads it. 

On how many players Yorke has gotten to watch live since 
the last draft: Honestly not many live. Every organization was 
dealing with this the same way. We talked about this since 
last March, and if you go into this with ‘I have to watch or I 
have to scout a different way, it’s not going to work out well.’ 
We went in with the mentality that we’re excited that we get 
an opportunity to look at problems differently. I think when 
you have disruptions in the market, and this goes to any type 
of business, you have companies that find ways to do things 
better.  

I don’t think too many people, when they first were deciding 
whether or not they’d want to buy a book online, look at 
where that company is today. So we had to in this with the 
mindset that when life goes back to normal, if we keep doing 
this the way we used to, we would have wasted this crisis. 
So I’m incredibly proud of the group that we have. That 
includes our scouts, that includes our hockey information 
group, because when life goes back to normal, we’re going 
to be so much better because of everything that we went 
through today and how we learned. It really is exciting for the 
organization and the amateur scouting department.
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Carolina Hurricanes 2021 Draft Recap: Rounds 2-3 

The Hurricanes picked a grand total of 13 players, tying an 
NHL record. 

By Matthew Somma 

Well, that sure was a draft. The theme of the draft for the 
Hurricanes seemed to be “trades, trades, trades,” even 
though those trades may not have been what the fan base 
wanted. The Hurricanes wanted to acquire as many draft 
picks as possible, and they did just that, tying an NHL record 
for the most players taken in one draft. Don Waddell had this 
to say as far as trading back was concerned: 

“One of the reasons about all the picks, people asked me 
about trading back, this was a different year. Everything was 
done on Zoom. There was no live viewings of the player. A 
lot of the players didn’t play. Some didn’t play any games, 
some played a few. So it was a little bit of unknowns. We 
went into the draft with the strategy that we wanted to get as 
many picks as we possibly can, accumulate because we 
were going to miss on a lot of guys this year, a lot of people 
are, but you’re going to hit on some guys too. The more 
picks you have, the better your odds are that some of these 
guys are going to become very good NHL players, so that 
was a little bit behind the strategy. We went in thinking that 
way and it worked out for us. And we never compromised 
ourselves. We didn’t pass on a player that we said ‘We can’t 
live without this player.’ A lot of times, when you move picks, 
you might lose the player you were going to take, but we 
kept every time looking and saying ‘OK, we have three guys 
on our board, we’re going to move back six or seven spots. 
We’re very comfortable this guy’s going to be there’, and 
everytime it worked out for us. So it was nice to be able to 
accumulate extra picks to be able to do that with.” 

It makes sense when you think about it. Players in the OHL 
didn’t play this season, QMJHL and WHL skaters had limited 
viewings and scouts, for the most part, weren’t allowed in the 
building. Almost all scouting was done virtually this season, 
making it difficult to get an accurate read on the majority of 
the draft class. Why make picks then? Why not trade these 
picks away? Waddell mentions that teams are going to miss 
on a lot of players, but you could get a handful of NHL 
players. Why wouldn’t you want to increase your odds of 
getting an NHL player?  

If you’re unfamiliar with the Hurricanes’ draft strategy, let’s 
break it down. The Hurricanes value a player’s upside over 
anything else with the vast majority of their picks. They’d 
rather pick a player with a high ceiling and a lower floor, a 
stark contrast from how the team operated under Ron 
Francis. The Hurricanes tend to gravitate towards players 
with high levels of hockey sense, good skating and a good 
amount of skill. Not every player will have all of those 
qualities, but that appears to be the trend.  

Heading into the draft, there were two areas that I thought 
the Hurricanes lacked depth in. One was a true elite prospect 
and the other was depth defensively. The Hurricanes have 
drafted plenty of elite talent over the years, but they’re all in 
the NHL now. The Hurricanes’ one defenseman selected in 
the first two rounds since 2017, Luke Martin, didn’t sign with 
the team. They have a few names in the system such as 

Anttoni Honka, Alexander Nikishin, Jesper Sellgren and 
more as possible NHL players, but they lack depth at the 
position. Six of Carolina’s 13 picks were defensemen in this 
draft, and while I don’t think they drafted any true elite talent, 
I believe that they shored up their defensive depth in a big 
way.  

If I were to grade this draft, I would give the Hurricanes a B. 
Not having a first round pick would handicap a team in some 
drafts, but not the Hurricanes. They swung for the fences 
with their first three picks and picked up a lot of value in the 
middle rounds. The tough thing about this class is that we 
won’t know if many, or any, players in this draft will pan out. 
The Hurricanes took a lot of high-risk, high-reward players. 
Since the Hurricanes have such a strong NHL team and a 
top-10 pipeline, they can afford to take these boom or bust 
players and try to turn them into legitimate NHL stars.  

A quick caveat before we begin. When people say that this 
was a “weak” draft, it means two things. First and foremost, 
it’s a draft that lacks game-changing talent at the top end. 
Sure, some of those guys will go on to become good NHL 
players, but not all of them have the “it” factor that could turn 
them into stars. Secondly, it’s a draft that has a lot of raw 
talent in it. There aren’t nearly as many complete players in 
this draft class and there’s more boom or bust potential with 
a lot of these prospects. Part of that is due to certain leagues 
shutting down or playing a limited schedule, and part of it has 
to do with the players themselves.  

You’ll hear me talk about a prospect and say “gee, I don’t 
know if he’ll work out.” That’s why the Hurricanes drafted 13 
players in this draft class. They wanted to have as many 
shots at drafting NHL players as they could, because there’s 
a decent chance that some of these players never pan out. 
That’s the nature of the draft, though. 

With their 13 picks, the Hurricanes selected six defensemen, 
four forwards and three goaltenders. It’s a stark contrast from 
the forward-heavy classes from 2017-2020, so it felt like a 
nice change of pace. Let’s break down each pick, shall we? 

Scott Morrow, 40th overall 

Scouts seem divided on Morrow due to the fact that he 
played at the high school level this past season rather than 
the USHL. Morrow has tremendous upside given his ability to 
control the game in the offensive zone and create offense 
with his above average hockey sense. There’s a lot to like 
about Morrow in transition and he’s one of the better 
defensemen in the draft in terms of offense.  

In all honesty, it feels like he could have been in a similar 
discussion as Owen Power if he were 6-foot-6and a little 
better defensively. Morrow is more dynamic than Power and 
can truly take over a game, making him a potential home run 
pick for the Hurricanes. There are concerns about Morrow’s 
skating and whether or not he’ll be able to be creative 
enough to be a top offensive defenseman in college, but 
Morrow is smart enough to adapt to a higher level of 
competition. He’ll be able to adjust to the college ranks 
perfectly, and if he establishes some consistency in the way 
that he defends, I could see him in Raleigh sooner rather 
than later.  
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I’m thrilled that he’s heading to UMass next season because 
Lucas Mercuri, picked 159th overall in 2020, will also be a 
freshman there next year. I’ll get to watch two of Carolina’s 
prospects play against a number of other prospects, as 
they’ll be playing in the same conference as Cade Webber, 
Domenick Fensore and Aidan Hreschuk.  

Hurricanes Assistant GM Darren Yorke on Morrow: 
“Probably one of the most skilled players in this draft, and 
that’s not just including defenseman. Real high offensive 
upside, the ability for him to transition the game from the 
defensive zone to the offensive zone. It was great to see him 
go from Minnesota high school hockey to the USHL in the 
playoffs going against Chicago. To see his game transfer as 
quick as it did was really impressive and solidified what we 
thought of him. We’re thrilled to add one of those hardest-
coveted positions in a big offensive right-handed 
defenseman. 

Aleksi Heimosalmi, 44th Overall 

The Hurricanes knew that they lacked defensive depth 
heading into the draft, so naturally, they went ahead and took 
two high-upside players in Morrow and Heimosalmi. This 
pick is more of a slow cook, though. Heimosalmi has certain 
tools that made him a top prospect in this draft class.  

First, it’s his skating ability. He’s quick and can walk the blue 
line with ease, making for a player that can be dangerous in 
transition. He’s quicker than Morrow and doesn’t shy away 
on the defensive side of the puck as much as an offensive 
defenseman tends to. He also has the ability to dazzle you 
with his puck handling and offensive skills, occasionally 
taking teams by surprise and scoring highlight reel goals.  

The problem is that it feels like there’s a switch in 
Heimosalmi’s game. When it’s flipped on, Heimosalmi is the 
best defenseman on the ice and an absolute treat to watch. 
You don’t know what he’ll do next and he can dazzle you 
with a variety of tricks. When it’s off, however, Heimosalmi 
can disappear and be a bit of a liability. All of this can be 
worked on in Finland, however, and he’ll be playing on the 
right team to do it. Assat is a weaker team that could use 
depth defensively, so it’s possible that Heimosalmi gets 
decent minutes in his rookie year in Liiga. Tim Gleason, the 
Hurricanes’ defensive development coach, is going to have 
to work with Heimosalmi to bring out the best in his game. 
Heimosalmi’s skill set could make him a top four defenseman 
on the Hurricanes and a power play staple. The question is 
whether or not he can build on more than just his offense 
and stick in a lineup.  

Darren Yorke on Heimosalmi: “He came on right from the 
beginning in Finland. Another similar offensive defenseman, 
but in saying that, for a 5-foot-11 defenseman, the ability for 
him to gap up and play strong defense against the rush. 
Even along the boards, it’s his smartness and how he uses 
his body to win battles. Again, we’re thrilled to add another 
offensive defenseman who doesn’t sacrifice any defensive 
play.” 

Ville Koivunen, 51st overall 

The Hurricanes love to take players that I love, and that’s 
why covering their prospects is so darn fun. Koivunen is 
easily one of the most dynamic forwards in this draft class 

from an offensive standpoint. His hands are silky smooth, he 
works hard, his offensive upside is through the roof and he’s 
one of the smartest players on the ice at any given moment.  

The downside to Koivunen’s game is his poor skating and it’s 
one of the reasons why he fell all the way to 51st. Koivunen 
was one of the best skaters in the Finnish U20 league last 
season and has tremendous amounts of skill that can make 
you overlook the below average skating.  

With the way he works and with how darn fun he is, he will 
easily become a fan favorite if he ever makes it to the NHL. 
The fact of the matter is that if Koivunen can improve on his 
skating and keep up at the NHL level, you’re looking at a 
player that could play like a diet version of Sebastian Aho. 
Defensively there are some issues that could be ironed out. 
Again, if you’re patient with Koivunen’s development, there’s 
a very real possibility that he could become a 50-60 point 
NHL player. Karpat is going to be appointment viewing next 
season with Tuukka Tieksola and possibly Koivunen on their 
roster.  

Darren Yorke on Koivunen: “This was another exciting 
player. I know we went back-to-back with Finns this year. To 
get somebody who as high of a compete as anybody in the 
draft with the same kind of offensive skills. Probably one of 
the smarter offensive wingers in this draft. We know the 
Karpat system, someone that Harri Aho just raved about his 
character. To see his growth from one year over to the next 
was great for us and really exciting.” 

Patrik Hamrla, 83rd overall 

I’m getting some serious Petr Mrazek vibes from the way 
Hamrla plays. I’ve only seen a few minutes and highlight 
clips, but my goodness is he entertaining. He’s a big goalie 
that moves well and has some explosiveness to his style, 
very similarly to Mrazek. He has happy feet, however, and 
can tend to drift and get himself out of position. In fact, it can 
be pretty comical at times.  

Still though, watch these next few highlights and tell me you 
don’t see a younger Petr Mrazek.  

The positioning can be worked on and you can help Hamrla 
work on allowing fewer goals from range, which The 
Athletic’s Corey Pronman mentioned as an issue with his 
game. Hamrla has solid upside, however, due to his size and 
athleticism. Hamrla is reportedly going to the QMJHL next 
season, where he’ll play with Rimouski.  

Darren Yorke on Hamrla: “Big, athletic goalie. A player who 
played in Czech and is going to the QMJHL next season. 
He’s very athletic and his ability to show the power to go 
side-to-side is really something you can’t teach, especially at 
his size. He’s someone that both (Paul Schonfelder and 
Jason Muzzatti) were really excited about and led to the 
trend for the other goalie selections.” 

Aidan Hreschuk, 94th overall 

Hreschuk is such an interesting defenseman. Five-foot-ten 
defensemen usually gravitate towards the offensive side of 
the game, but I view Hreschuk as more of a two-way 
defenseman. Sure, he has the skating and transitional skills 
of an offensive defenseman. He plays at a good pace and is 
responsible defensively, which is what makes him atypical 
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for an “undersized” defenseman. Obviously, the concerns for 
him are his size and the fact that he leaves much to be 
desired in terms of offensive potental.  

His hockey sense is also average at best, meaning that 
you’re likely only going to get third pairing minutes from a 
player like him. But if you can develop him into a physical 
two-way defenseman, that could turn into a valuable pick. 
Yorke states that Hreschuk plays the way the Hurricanes like 
to play, so there’s a fit for him here. If Hreschuk was a 
forward, I’d view him as a grinding winger, a player that can 
play the body and knock the opposition off the puck. He’ll 

wear you down and be a pain to play against. It’ll take time 
for Hreschuk to develop, however, so he’ll need at least 
three or four years at Boston College to develop.  

Darren Yorke on Hreschuk: “One of the smarter players for 
the US team in how he defends. Really, for our system and 
how we like to play, you have to be able to skate and play 
fast. The ability for him to end plays in the neutral zone and 
quickly transition the puck is something that gravitated to us 
with him.” 

A recap of rounds 4-7 will be out later this week.

 

 

 

 

Wolves’ complete 2021-22 schedule 

The Chicago Wolves released their 2021-22 American 
Hockey League schedule Friday that features 16 Saturday 
nights and 11 Sunday afternoons at Allstate Arena as part of 
the team’s 76-game slate. 

Head coach Ryan Warsofsky’s squad begins the defense of 
its Central Division title at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 16, as 
Chicago hosts the Rockford IceHogs for its 28th season 
opener. The Wolves posted an 8-2-0-1 record against the 
IceHogs last season on the way to capturing the Central 
Division crown for the fourth time in the last five seasons. 

The Wolves’ schedule calls for 12 matchups against the 
IceHogs this season as Chicago heightens its rivalries with 
the other Central Division teams: Grand Rapids, Iowa, 
Manitoba, Milwaukee, Rockford and Texas. The Wolves also 
will meet the Cleveland Monsters and Toronto Marlies on 
multiple occasions. 

To download the schedule to any device, click here. 
To print the schedule as a one-page PDF, click here. 

Led by Warsofsky and assistant coaches Patrick Dwyer and 
Bob Nardella, the Wolves expect to feature a championship-
caliber roster loaded with Carolina Hurricanes prospects. 
The Wolves’ NHL partner, which won the Central Division 
last season and posted the third-best winning percentage in 
the league, boasts a well-stocked roster at all levels. 

“We are excited to be returning to Allstate Arena and playing 
a full 76-game schedule,” said Wolves general manager 
Wendell Young. “We are looking forward to fulfilling our 
primary goals: bringing a fifth championship to our fans and 
developing the Carolina Hurricanes’ prospects. With our 
schedule heavy within the division, our rivalries should be at 
a peak.” 

More details about the upcoming season — including the 
team’s promotional calendar and viewing options for the at-
home audience — will be released soon. 

For information on customized Wolves ticket plans for the 
2021-22 season — everything from The First Five Mini-Plan 
to Alpha Wolf season-ticket packages to tailor-made group 
outings — email the team here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252978843.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article252999528.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253007588.html 

https://theathletic.com/2725572/2021/07/24/civian-trading-alex-nedeljkovic-was-a-gamble-that-only-pays-off-if-the-hurricanes-find-their-win-now-
goalie/ 

https://theathletic.com/2718041/2021/07/24/hurricanes-2021-nhl-draft-picks-grades-fit-and-full-scouting-reports/ 
https://theathletic.com/2717670/2021/07/24/2021-nhl-draft-winners-and-losers-ranking-every-teams-day-2-picks/ 

https://theathletic.com/2729242/2021/07/25/lebrun-hurricanes-negotiations-with-dougie-hamilton-kraken-prepared-for-big-free-agency-flyers-shake-
up-roster/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/07/hurricanes-trade-bean-to-columbus-continue-to-reshape-roster/ 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-trade-jake-bean-to-columbus-blue-jackets/c-325758326 

https://www.nhl.com/news/hamilton-contract-hurricanes-no-1-objective/c-325797070 
https://apnews.com/article/sports-nhl-washington-capitals-edmonton-oilers-carolina-hurricanes-12b2643351e082849e3d3117267cb5ce 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-trade-jake-bean-blue-jackets-second-round-pick/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/24/22591759/carolina-hurricanes-select-scott-morrow-with-40th-overall-pick 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/24/22591824/carolina-hurricanes-draft-day-2021-prospect-scott-morrow 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/24/22592312/carolina-hurricanes-don-waddell-andrei-svechnikov-goalies-alex-nedeljkovic-dougie-hamilton 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/25/22592268/he-said-it-darren-yorke-on-carolina-hurricanes-2021-draft-picks-morrow-koivunen-orr-robidas-

nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/26/22592467/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-draft-morrow-heimosalmi-koivunen 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/07/23/wolves-complete-2021-22-schedule/ 
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LeBrun: Hurricanes’ negotiations with Dougie Hamilton, Kraken prepared 
for big free agency, Flyers shake up roster 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jul 25, 2021 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are seemingly always an action team this time 
of year and it’s no different again this year. 

They’ve already raised eyebrows with a certain goalie trade and still need 
to figure out their goaltending for next season. But the big one is what’s 
going to happen with pending UFA blueliner Dougie Hamilton, who 
stands to headline the 2021 free-agent crop if he hits the market 
Wednesday. 

GM Don Waddell reiterated Sunday in an interview with me that he’s not 
giving up on re-signing Hamilton. 

“We’ve had conversations with (Hamilton’s agent) J.P. Barry about 
Dougie,” said Waddell. “He has said all along, ‘Let’s get through the 
draft.’ We’re going to talk more today about where this is going, where 
this is headed. He has a pretty good idea about what the market is at this 
point. So, our goal still is to bring Dougie back. Again, we’re not trying to 
save money, we’re a cap team; we want to put the best team on the ice 
that we can. So the AAV is important to us.” 

You certainly couldn’t blame Barry and Hamilton if they felt emboldened 
about their asking price — believed to be between $8 million to $9 million 
a year — after Seth Jones agreed to a monster extension in Chicago 

worth $9.5 million a year (the deal kicks in a year from now). It just so 
happens Jones and Hamilton are represented by the same firm in CAA 
Sports. 

But Waddell insisted that doesn’t affect what they’re doing in Carolina. 

“I think 100 percent that teams make decisions for their own reasons, this 
isn’t an arbitration case, it’s a UFA, so what happens around the league 
has no bearing on how we change our thinking as far as how we 
continue to build this team,” the Hurricanes GM said. 

Translation: they want Hamilton back, but as always, at an AAV that fits 
into their team building plan. 

There might be a bigger payday for Hamilton in, let’s say New Jersey, for 
example. I do believe the Devils will be among the suitors as others have 
speculated this weekend. 

With the NHL Draft come and gone, likely so is the prospect of a sign-
and-trade involving Hamilton since the Canes would have benefited from 
a pick in the weekend draft in that scenario. So forget that eighth year for 
the other teams in on Hamilton. 

“Through this whole process we didn’t have any team that called and 
even expressed an interest in doing that, so yes I believe that’s out the 
window at this point,” Waddell said. 

Carolina has backup plans if Hamilton leaves, not that Waddell wanted to 
share them with me, of course. 

But I suspect if he loses one of the league’s top power-play QBs, pending 
UFA Tyson Barrie would be of interest if the Oilers can’t re-sign him. 

“Depending on what happens with Dougie, the level of player that we 
need, Dougie’s a power-play guy, that’s something we got to look at,” 
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Waddell said. “We’d like to have two defencemen who can run a power 
play.” 

Then there’s the goaltending situation, which our Canes beat writer Sara 
Civian thoroughly chronicled over the weekend. 

After trading Alex Nedeljkovic to Detroit, a deal that didn’t sit well with 
many Canes fans, Carolina currently doesn’t have an NHL goalie under 
contract for next season although they own the rights to Jonathan 
Bernier, Petr Mrazek and James Reimer until Wednesday. 

“Right now we have three UFAs that we still have the next few days 
before they head to market in Bernier, Mrazek and Reimer,” Waddell 
said. “So we’re talking to all of them. I feel pretty confident that will get 
some signed before the 28th. And then go to market on the 28th for a 
second guy.” 

Mrazek’s agent Gerry Johannson told me Friday that while the door 
would remain open to Carolina, all signs pointed toward his client seeing 
what’s out there on the market. It’s the same feeling I got when checking 
on Reimer. So it certainly puts some pressure on getting Bernier signed. 

But the trade route is also on the table. I think Darcy Kuemper in Arizona 
would be of interest to Carolina, among others. 

Lots riding on how the goaltending shakes out for the Canes. They’re a 
Cup contender but need that position settled. On the flip side, if I’m a 
goalie on the free-agent/trade market, I’m looking at Carolina as a 
tempting club to join. 

Kraken free agency? 

There are still people buzzing about how differently the Seattle Kraken 
have approached their expansion draft process than their cousins in 
Vegas. 

It’s funny how all of us kept waiting for the fine print to emerge after the 
30 players Seattle picked were made official. What about the side deals? 
As it turns out, there were none. 

The Kraken didn’t add picks and/or assets as part of its expansion draft 
selection process, a completely different approach than Vegas four years 
ago. 

Remember that Vegas, at the front end of its expansion submission in 
2017, got a first-round pick, four second-round picks, one fifth and one 
sixth. Plus Alex Tuch, Shea Theodore and Reilly Smith, etc. 

Seattle instead is trying to use its leverage on the back side of the 
expansion draft. They’ve got lots of cap space in a flat cap environment, 
so they will look to procure assets that way by targeting teams who need 
cap relief over the next year or two. 

Plus, the Kraken plan to be players once free agency opens Wednesday, 
perhaps more so than Vegas was on July 1, 2017, when the Golden 
Knights were rather quiet (other than signing the likes of Brad Hunt, 
Stefan Matteau and Maxime Lagace). 

“Things were different this time around and that is part of why we did 
what we did,” Kraken GM Ron Francis said Sunday via text message. 
“And yes, we will be like 31 other teams in that we will be hoping to be a 
part of things on Wednesday.” 

I would expect the Kraken to circle back to Jaden Schwartz, for example, 
after going fairly far down the road with his camp during their exclusive 
window July 18-21. It wouldn’t surprise me if they circle back as well to 
the likes of Phillip Danault and Gabriel Landeskog and other free agents. 
They were able to speak directly to the agents for all unprotected UFAs 
in that window last week and I think some of that was possibly planting a 
few seeds for this week. 

In the bigger picture, don’t judge Seattle on its expansion approach just 
yet, we’ll get a better idea of it by puck drop in October. Perhaps even as 
late as a year from now their strategy will still be paying off in the flat cap 
environment. 

Flyers shakeup 

When I interviewed Chuck Fletcher in mid-May, it was darn clear 
changes were coming. 

The Flyers GM didn’t quite know what changes yet. He needed to 
decompress a little after a disappointing season before forming a plan 
with a clear mind. 

Changes came all right. 

Gone are Philippe Myers, Nolan Patrick, Shayne Gostisbehere, Robert 
Hagg and Jakub Voracek. 

In are Ryan Ellis, Rasmus Ristolainen and Cam Atkinson. 

Whoa. 

And it all happened over a week’s span. 

“We made four trades in eight days, got through the expansion draft and 
the entry draft, there’s been a lot of activity,” Fletcher told me Sunday, 
seemingly catching his breath. “We weren’t just looking to make change 
for the sake of making change, we wanted to certainly change the energy 
and the leadership in our dressing room. 

“But I think even more importantly we were able to fill our biggest area of 
need which was defence. We wanted to add two top-four defencemen if 
possible, we didn’t know if we’d be able to, but that was our goal. In 
adding two right-shot defencemen in Ryan Ellis and Rasmus Ristolainen 
we feel that we’ve maybe created our deepest defence corps that we’ve 
had here in a while. We’re excited to have been able to achieve that.” 

It was a steep price to pay on Ristolainen, our Flyers beat writer Charlie 
O’Connor doing a deep dive on that trade over the weekend. 

But what I will tell you is that there were at least two other teams I’ve 
confirmed as being willing to move a first-round pick plus another asset 
as part of a Ristolainen deal, and other teams were also making offers, 
so that drove up the price on the Flyers. 

“We were aware there was a lot of interest in Ristolainen,” said Fletcher. 
“It’s hard to get this type of player. I know there’s a debate about him 
from a data perspective in the analytics community, but we feel he’s a 
player who can step in and help us. He brings physicality, he brings size, 
he has experience now and can play both speciality teams. We think 
hopefully a change of environment for him will put him in a spot where he 
can be successful and we think he can continue to grow and develop on 
our team.” 

As Fletcher points out, look at the price for David Savard before the April 
12 trade deadline, it was a first- and a third-round pick for Tampa Bay to 
get him for three months. 

“The price to acquire these players is high and we felt it was worthwhile 
and we were able to make it happen,” Fletcher said. 

Now the focus has to be finding a goalie to partner up with youngster 
Carter Hart. 

Fletcher and his front-office staff met Sunday and a large portion of that 
was focusing on goalie options. 

“We’ve spoken to other teams on the trade front and we have our wish 
list for free agency,” Fletcher said. “That’s what we’re sorting through 
now.” 

Fletcher, of course, would not say but if I had to guess some decent 
goalie targets I’d say UFAs Bernier, Reimer and Jaroslav Halak would 
make sense, among others. 

Panthers swing big 

Bill Zito, it turns out, had been dialled in on Sam Reinhart for a while. 

“Well it was a guy we had targeted for some time,” the Panthers GM told 
me Sunday. “Obviously when you have your pro meetings, you look 
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around the league at guys that might be available, and because of his 
versatility and not just versatility but his excellence with that versatility — 
he’s an excellent right wing, he’s an excellent centre — we thought he 
could contribute to our lineup and be the type of player that will fit with 
our players and for our coaches. 

“That was the fit that we sought. When he became available, those are 
the type of players we have to go out and get our hands on,” added Zito. 

Head coach Joel Quenneville will have some flexibility in his top six, he 
can play Reinhart alongside No. 1 centre Aleksander Barkov or have him 
centre the second line. 

Now Zito has to sign Reinhart, who’s an RFA, and has already started 
talking about it to the player’s agent, Craig Oster at Newport Sports. 

The bottom line here is that a 25-year-old top-six forward fits perfectly 
with what Zito is continuing to build in South Florida. The cost was 
reasonable, prospect goalie Devon Levi (who was blocked by Spencer 
Knight) as well as a protected first-round pick (if it’s a top 10 pick next 
year then the picks switches to 2023). 

In the meantime, I believe the Panthers are very close to re-signing RFA 
Sam Bennett and Carter Verhaeghe, who has another year left on his 
deal but can be extended as of Wednesday. I believe you’ll see both 
those deals announced this week. 

Blue Jackets’ important weekend 

Let’s put it this way: Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen was backed into a 
corner by the mere fact that Seth Jones had a very, very short list of 
teams he would be willing to sign an extension with. 

And Chicago definitely topped the list. 

The Flyers were hoping to land Jones but once they realized he wouldn’t 
extend with them, Philadelphia pivoted and traded for Ellis instead. 

The Habs kicked the tires on Jones after the gravity of Shea Weber’s 
injury situation became clear, but that ship quickly sailed once Montreal 
also found out they weren’t a place Jones would sign. 

And there were other teams in the same boat who realized they couldn’t 
get Jones extended. 

So, if you’re Kekalainen you’ve got three options: 

Play hardball with Jones and make him come to camp, perhaps wait until 
the trade deadline next season to move him. 

Trade him to a team this offseason as a one-year rental (like to Colorado, 
for example) but get less in return as a result of him not being dealt as a 
signed player. 

Deal with the teams where Jones would sign an extension and therefore 
get a bigger return as a player signed long term despite the limited field 
of clubs. 

The Jackets smartly took option C. 

“The agent did a good job of limiting our options, that’s for sure,” 
Kekalainen told me Sunday. 

“He was willing to explore one or maybe another team at this point,” 
Jones’ agent Pat Brisson confirmed regarding the player’s very short list 
as far as doing an extension. 

But within those parameters, the Jackets grinded out Chicago over the 
past week before finally getting a package they could live with, as our 
Jackets beat writer Aaron Portzline expertly detailed over the weekend. 

Make no mistake, Kekalainen did as well as he could have given the tight 
circumstances. 

“You hate to lose a good player but you have to do the best you can for 
the future of the organization,” said Kekalainen. “I think we got a lot of 
pieces we really liked. We got (Adam) Boqvist, we got the 12th pick 

which was crucial in the deal and we got next year’s first; which is 
something that can be of big value, who knows how this goes here. 

“Yeah, under these circumstances, we did pretty well. But Chicago got a 
really good player.” 

Having said all that, there’s the bigger picture at play; the Jackets have to 
stop losing players like Jones, Pierre-Luc Dubois, Artemi Panarin and 
Josh Anderson. 

“I think the best way of doing it is by winning, that’s No. 1,” Kekalainen 
said of curbing the trend for Columbus. “I think we have to get rid of the 
perception that somehow this isn’t a good place to play. Because it’s a 
great place to play. It’s a great city. We have really passionate fans. 

“I mean, if anyone watched our playoffs from two years ago and watched 
our fans in our building, it’s something I’ve never seen and I’ve been 
around quite a bit, too,” added the Jackets GM. “So, we got to make this 
the best place to play in front of the most passionate fans in the league. 
And do a lot of winning. That’s how the players stay.” 

But Kekalainen also points out that perhaps as a league we’re seeing 
players more willing to test free agency than before, like athletes have 
been more willing to do in other sports. 

“Sometimes the timing when they’re in their prime and they want to go 
somewhere else, they make that decision, and I think that you’ll see a lot 
of that now in hockey, too,” Kekalainen said. “I would have never, ever 
thought that Alex Pietrangelo would leave St. Louis.” 

Reset, rebuild, reboot in Arizona 

You can decide for yourself what R-word you want to use to describe it 
but given where an aging Coyotes roster was, one which hadn’t 
produced any real winning over the past several years, plus the void of 
picks because of the draft testing cheating last year, to look at where 
Arizona sits now is something else. 

Don’t kid yourself, there is so much work to be done over the coming 
years to build a team with long-term sustainability. There’s no guarantee 
that’s going to happen, either. 

But given how dire things looked when Bill Armstrong got hired as GM 
last year, he’s gotten a lot done as he began tearing down this roster and 
looking to the future. 

Over the course of one week, he acquired a first-round pick and five 
second-round picks, fully leveraging the flat-cap reality of the NHL 
because had cap room to play with. 

First, it was the Andrew Ladd deal on July 17, then the Shayne 
Gostibehere trade Thursday and finally the Vancouver blockbuster on 
Friday. Those three deals alone netted a first-round pick plus four 
second-round picks. 

“It’s an interesting thing because we had plans to do one of those deals 
and we were able to get a lot (more) done,” Armstrong told me Sunday. 
“And I think sometimes as a GM, you’ve got plans, but everybody’s got a 
plan. It just doesn’t happen sometimes. I think because of our flexibility 
and where we were at with the cap, it allowed us to hit it at the right time 
where a lot of other teams didn’t have that flexibility. And we were able to 
acquire picks because of it. And there’s a bit of luck in there, because it’s 
a flat cap. Like, who knew, right?” 

The pandemic forced the flat cap and has changed a lot of plans for a lot 
of teams. The Coyotes were able to take advantage of that. 

They have five second-round draft picks for next year’s draft alone. Five. 

They drafted four players in the opening two rounds this past weekend 
after entering last offseason having just one pick in the second round for 
this year. 

And the Coyotes may not be done. Armstrong says he’s willing to do 
another cap-type deal for futures. 
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“Oh yeah, I’m working right now, we’ve still got some room to add in 
something like that, yes,” Armstrong said. 

There’s been a long-rumoured deal with Florida that I think has gone 
back and forth, the Coyotes perhaps acquiring Anton Stralman and his 
$5.5 million cap hit (he’s got one year left) but that requires the player 
signing off on it. The idea is that the Coyotes would get another pick from 
Florida for doing it. 

But it wasn’t clear as I wrote this Sunday if that deal would still happen. I 
think Oliver Ekman-Larsson being dealt might have hurt Stralman’s 
interest in going to Arizona. 

The other side of these deals is that Armstrong likes the people he’s 
brought in. They’re not just throw-in contacts to him. In Andrew Ladd and 
Jay Beagle and Loui Eriksson, for example, the Coyotes GM sees good 
veteran voices. 

“They’re all unbelievable human beings,” said Armstrong. “Jay Beagle, 
Loui Eriksson, Andrew Ladd, they’ve all won championships. So, that 
was a thing, too. We weren’t taking on guys coming our way that were 
bad people. We’re trying to change our culture down here.” 

In the 28-year-old Gostibehere, there’s actually a reasonable chance to 
expect a fresh beginning might bring back his best self. 

This is my own opinion, but if any of Ladd, Beagle or Eriksson find a 
second gear with a new lease on life, that’s a total bonus. Albeit, let’s be 
honest, probably a long shot for those players. 

But the reality is that these deals over the past week made sense for a 
rebuilding Arizona team no matter what they get from the players 
involved. 

It’s a total reboot and the Coyotes will be restocking the shelves for 2-3 
years. 
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The Athletic / Buyout WATCH: 8 players to monitor ahead of NHL free 
agency 

 

By Thomas Drance Jul 25, 2021  

 

The NHL offseason is moving now. 

The expansion draft and the entry draft are done. We’ve seen some huge 
trades that have moved out significant salaries. And some of the highest-
profile buyouts that we’re likely to see in the NHL’s first buyout window — 
Keith Yandle, Ryan Suter, Zach Parise, Tony DeAngelo — have already 
been executed, further stocking up the secondary unrestricted free agent 
market for this upcoming week. 

As the clock ticks relentlessly toward the opening of the free-agent 
market on July 28, time is getting short for NHL teams to exercise 
buyouts. The buyout window will slam shut at 5 p.m. ET on July 27, 
meaning that any player without a no-movement clause will have to be 
on waivers Monday in order to be eligible to have their contract bought 
out. 

Teams typically prefer to wait until the last moment on buyouts, 
whenever possible. But with the closing of the buyout window two days 
out, it’s last resort time, so let’s review eight potential buyout situations 
around the NHL that are worth monitoring, with the help of contract data 
contained at CapFriendly. 

Mikko Koskinen, Edmonton Oilers 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT REAL CASH 
SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$4.5 million 

$1.5 million 

$3 million 

2022-23 

$0 

$1.5 million 

-$1.5 million 

James Neal, Edmonton Oilers 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT REAL CASH 
SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$5,750,000 

$1,916,667 

$3,833,333 

2022-23 

$5,750,000 

$1,916,667 

$3,833,333 

2023-24 

$0 

$1,916,667 

-$1,916,667 

2024-25 

$0 

$1,916,667 

-$1,916,667 

The Edmonton Oilers had a ton of salary flexibility entering this offseason 
and a lot of it has already been spoken for. 

The club has extended Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, added Duncan Keith in a 
trade with the Chicago Blackhawks and are on the verge of signing Zach 
Hyman to a seven-year deal that will carry approximately a $5.5 million 
cap hit, according to reports from TSN’s Darren Dreger. 

As it stands, the Oilers are poised to have about $7.5 million in salary-
cap space once they sign the Hyman deal on Wednesday. They’re still 
relatively well-positioned cap-wise overall, although there’s still work to 
be done to flesh out this roster. 

That work includes identifying a top-four defenceman to replace new 
Seattle Kraken defender Adam Larsson, which could be an expensive 
proposition and a tricky negotiation with restricted free agent forward 
Kailer Yamamoto. Yamamato has managed 47 points in his past 79 
games since establishing himself as a full-time NHL player midway 
through 2018-19 and is a complementary piece for an Oilers side that still 
lacks depth. 

With Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl at the peak of their powers, the 
time is now for the Oilers. Every move they’ve made this offseason backs 
that up. 
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If general manager Ken Holland is going to continue to push chips into 
the middle of the table, carving out additional cap space is crucial to 
permit Edmonton to spend on Larsson’s replacement, add term to a 
Yamamoto extension and improve a middle-six forward group that still 
has significant room for improvement. 

Over the next couple of days, the Oilers have an opportunity to do that by 
buying out a pair of contracts that are inefficient holdovers from the Peter 
Chiarelli era. 

Mikko Koskinen was Chiarelli’s last transaction as Oilers general 
manager. He carries a $4.5 million cap hit on a contract with a buyout-
friendly structure and is rather obviously surplus to requirements with 
Mike Smith extended and Alex Stalock in the fold. 

Since the Oilers already have a backup for Smith signed, the cap benefit 
of buying out Koskinen is that none of the cap savings would have to be 
reallocated to a replacement backup netminder. 

James Neal, meanwhile, was acquired in a swap-our-problems deal in 
2019 with the Calgary Flames for Milan Lucic — a signature Chiarelli 
signing. Neal has a $5.75 million cap hit this year and next and a 
relatively buyout-friendly contract structure with no signing bonus due to 
him over the remainder of his deal. 

If the Oilers buy out the pair, they’d add nearly $7 million in cap space 
ahead of free agency. It would allow them to continue big game hunting 
on both the trade market and in free agency in the weeks to come. 

Loui Eriksson, Arizona Coyotes 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT REAL CASH 
SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$6 million 

$4 million 

$2 million 

2022-23 

$0 

$1 million 

-$1 million 

Loui Eriksson didn’t make sense as a buyout candidate for the 
Vancouver Canucks, but now that he’s been dealt to the Arizona 
Coyotes, the arithmetic may change. 

There’s limited cap benefit to executing an Eriksson buyout because of 
the signing bonus-laden structure of his contract. But since his signing 
bonus was paid out by Vancouver on July 15, it leaves just $3 million in 
salary owing to Eriksson on the final season of his six-year, $36 million 
contract. 

Eriksson was dealt to the Coyotes by Vancouver along with a couple of 
the team’s other inefficient contractual commitments in Jay Beagle and 
Antoine Roussel. But unlike Beagle and Roussel, who carry matching $3 
million cap hits, there’s really no path for the Coyotes to resuscitate 
Eriksson’s trade value. Even if the Coyotes were to retain half of his cap 
hit, the veteran winger’s rapidly declining usefulness makes him too 
difficult to move. 

The Coyotes’ options, then, are to either: 

Play Eriksson on the fourth line, carry his $6 million cap hit on their books 
and pay him $3 million. 

Bury Eriksson in the AHL, carry his roughly $5 million cap hit on their 
books and pay him $3 million. 

Execute a buyout, carry $4 million on their books this season (and $1 
million in 2022-23) and pay him $2 million in salary, saving $1 million in 
real cash. 

For a budget-conscious team like the Coyotes, option No. 3 seems like 
the obvious choice. 

Tyler Johnson, Tampa Bay Lightning 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT REAL CASH 
SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$5,000,000 

$1,055,556 

$3,944,444 

2022-23 

$5,000,000 

$2,805,556 

$2,194,444 

2023-24 

$5,000,000 

$1,805,556 

$3,194,444 

2024-25 

$0 

$1,555,556 

-$1,555,556 

2025-26 

$0 

$1,555,556 

-$1,555,556 

2026-27 

$0 

$1,555,556 

-$1,555,556 

The Tampa Bay Lightning walk the salary-cap tightrope better than 
anyone. 

When people talk about the secret sauce that has made the Lightning 
back-to-back Stanley Cup champions, the focus is usually on player 
development, the success of their mid-round picks or their *ahem* 
creative use of long-term injured reserve. Deservedly so. 

If anything sets the Lightning apart, however, it’s their ability to solve their 
own problems. From Jason Garrison to Ryan Callahan and Valtteri 
Filppula, Tampa Bay’s management group is the living embodiment of 
the old hockey maxim that everyone makes mistakes. The reason the 
Lightning are the class of the NHL, however, is how consistently and 
creatively they manage to solve them. 

The flat cap may finally put an end to the old routine where the hockey 
commentariat wonders how the Lightning are going to wriggle out of this 
one, they do so easily, leaving fans and media to sigh “Ah, nevertheless.” 

Tyler Johnson has three years remaining on a contract that carries a $5 
million cap hit. He’s still a good player, but he played fourth-line minutes 
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for the Lightning in the regular season and went below 10 minutes per 
game on average at even strength in the playoffs. Meanwhile, the club 
placed him on waivers twice in 2020-21 but no one bit. 

Johnson’s contract carries a buyout-friendly structure that would save the 
Lightning nearly $4 million against the cap next season. The cost is a 
$1.55 million buyout penalty cap hit that would extend through 2027. 

The length of the buyout cap hit is steep, but the $4 million saved for next 
season could be vital for a Lightning team that currently has about 
$750,000 in cap space, needs to add six bodies to their roster and has a 
ton of business still to attend to, including identifying an everyday right-
handed defenceman, a backup goaltender and a ton of restricted free 
agents to sign like Alex Barre-Boulet and Stanley Cup-winning goal 
scorer Ross Colton. 

No matter what the Lightning do, it’s going to be tight. They can probably 
carve out the requisite cap space to ice a championship-contending 
lineup, however, by simply executing a buyout on the remaining three 
years of Johnson’s deal and reallocating the cap savings. Perhaps they’ll 
wriggle out of this one, but that has to be a tempting option for general 
manager Julien BriseBois to consider over the next 48 hours. 

Jake Virtanen, Vancouver Canucks 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT CASH SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$2.55 million 

$50,000 

$2.5 million 

2022-23 

$0 

$500,000 

-$500,000 

Jake Virtanen is currently on leave from the Canucks in the wake of 
sexual misconduct allegations, which surfaced in early May. 

Those allegations are being investigated in parallel by the Vancouver 
Police Department and a private investigation commissioned by the 
Canucks. Meanwhile, the matter is also subject to a civil suit in Kelowna, 
B.C. Virtanen has denied the allegations in motions filed on his behalf as 
part of the civil suit. 

Prior to being placed on leave by the Canucks, Virtanen had appeared in 
38 games, logging fourth-line minutes and scoring five goals. As a 24-
year-old player, Virtanen’s contract can be bought out for a third of the 
total value of his deal. 

Braden Holtby. (Nick Turchiaro / USA Today) 

Braden Holtby, Vancouver Canucks 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT REAL CASH 
SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$4.3 million 

$500,000 

$3.8 million 

2022-23 

$0 

$1.9 million 

-$1.9 million 

The Canucks are effectively capped out, once factoring in the money 
they’ll have to earmark for restricted free agent stars Quinn Hughes and 
Elias Pettersson, in addition to newly acquired forwards — and 
arbitration-eligible restricted players — Jason Dickinson and Conor 
Garland. 

In order to make the pieces fit and also upgrade their back end, it’s 
becoming increasingly apparent the Canucks will have to find a way to 
reallocate at least a portion of backup goaltender Braden Holtby’s 
contract. The problem for the Canucks is that Holtby’s deal isn’t easy to 
move. 

The Vezina and Stanley Cup winning goaltender has put together 
consecutive seasons with a sub .900 save percentage. His cap hit is $4.3 
million, which is inconvenient enough, although the $5.7 million in salary 
he’s owed for 2021-22 makes the prospect of trading him even more 
harrowing from Vancouver’s perspective. 

There has been qualified interest in Holtby. He had suitors prior to the 
expansion process, and there may still be more muted options for the 
Canucks to consider on the trade market in the wake of the Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson trade. 

A retained salary transaction would be Vancouver’s preference at this 
juncture, but the buyout window will close this week and the structure of 
Holtby’s deal offers the club $3.8 million in cap relief for 2021-22. That 
could be too tempting an opportunity for the Canucks to miss, particularly 
in the event the club can’t find a trade that permits them to save sufficient 
cap dollars. 

Martin Jones, San Jose Sharks 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT REAL CASH 
SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$5,750,000 

$1,916,667 

$3,833,333 

2022-23 

$5,750,000 

$2,416,667 

$3,333,333 

2023-24 

$5,750,000 

$2,916,667 

$2,833,333 

2024-25 

$0 

$1,666,667 

-$1,666,667 

2025-26 

$0 

$1,666,667 

-$1,666,667 

2026-27 

$0 

$1,666,667 
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-$1,666,667 

The San Jose Sharks traded for Adin Hill prior to the roster freeze and 
have since continued to kick the tires on a veteran goaltending partner on 
the trade market, sources indicate to The Athletic. 

The writing appears to be on the wall for San Jose starter Martin Jones, 
although the Sharks — like most of the teams on this list — would 
probably still prefer to find a retained salary transaction. 

Jones’ modestly frontloaded contract has three years remaining with a 
$5.75 million cap hit and no signing bonuses remaining. That makes it 
relatively buyout friendly for a Sharks team that can desperately use 
whatever cap savings they can find, wherever they can find them. 

The Sharks have far too much money and cap space invested in far too 
many aging players to avoid upgrading their goaltending situation this 
offseason. Jones’ deal offers meaningful savings for the next three 
seasons, and it’s likely that the cap will begin to rise again by the latter 
stages of the $1.66 million annual buyout penalty attached to buying out 
Jones, which would run through 2027. 

Olli Maatta, Los Angeles Kings 

SEASON INITIAL CAP HIT BUYOUT CAP HIT REAL CASH 
SAVINGS 

2021-22 

$3,333,225 

$1,110,984 

$2,221,424 

2022-23 

0 

$1,111,121 

-$1,110,712 

The Los Angeles King have an enviable number of quality young 
prospects, which they added to further on Saturday with an aggressive 
approach at the draft. 

Under general manager Rob Blake, the Kings have been rebuilding for 
several seasons now. And they’ve rebuilt well. 

With a deep prospect system, emerging talent that’s already had some 
NHL reps and a ton of cap flexibility; the Kings profile like a club that 
could improve rapidly, particularly if they can connect on a big swing or 
two this offseason. 

The Viktor Arvidsson addition was a really good start, but more fireworks 
are expected out of L.A. in the days and weeks ahead. There’s no secret 
around the industry that the Kings are still big game hunting on the trade 
market. 

As it stands the Kings are liquid from a salary cap standpoint. They have 
over $13 million in space with essentially a full roster and only one key 
RFA to lock up in Andreas Athanasiou. That makes an Olli Maatta buyout 
somewhat unlikely, of course, although one suspects that if the Kings 
were able to add a major piece — like a disgruntled centre out of Buffalo, 
perhaps — then the math is favourable enough that they’d consider it. 

A buyout of Maatta’s contract — which the Chicago Blackhawks have 
retained a portion of — would clear up just shy of $2.5 million in cap 
space for the Kings next season at the expense of only a $1.1 million cap 
penalty in 2022-23. 

If the Kings decide that it’s time to accelerate their rebuilding effort and 
push for contention in a wide-open Pacific Division and opt to pursue a 
pair of pricey upgrades, buying out Maatta’s contract would be one 
awfully tempting way of putting the pedal to the metal. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Big week for potential Jack Eichel trade, free agency 
predictions 

 

Elliotte FriedmanJuly 25, 2021, 10:20 PM 

 

Buffalo GM Kevyn Adams raised eyebrows Saturday night when he said 
he “would have no problem at all if Jack Eichel is on our team when we 
start training camp.” 

Out of curiosity, I reached out to Jack Eichel’s reps about that possibility. 

“Our expectation is that Jack is going to be traded in the near future, and 
all of our discussions have been centred around that issue,” came a dual 
response from Peter Fish and Peter Donatelli. 

They wouldn’t comment further about Eichel’s status. He’s skating, but 
it’s believed he will still need surgery — although the Sabres haven’t 
approved his preferred choice, a disc replacement. 

Adams moved Sam Reinhart (to Florida) and Rasmus Ristolainen (to 
Philadelphia) and maintains he will do the same with the captain once it 
makes sense for Buffalo. The hardest thing to handicap is who is in and 
who is out as a trade partner, because some teams back away at times, 
only to re-engage at a later point. 

My guesses right now are some combination of Anaheim, Calgary, 
Minnesota and others I’m probably missing. Teammate Eric Engels 
reported Sunday he doesn’t think it will be Montreal. From what I’ve 
heard, the Canadiens have engaged, but not anywhere near a point 
Buffalo would say yes. The Rangers and Sabres have not been close in 
their conversations. 

You’d think this would be a big week, because, once free agency begins, 
other clubs would go elsewhere if they make a move for Eichel. 

GOALIES 

This is going to be fascinating. 

Toronto has made it clear finding Jack Campbell’s partner is its number 
one priority, and whatever cap room is left over will fill out the forward 
core. We know Philadelphia wants an experienced partner for Carter 
Hart. 

Questions: 

• If Braden Holtby isn’t traded, does he get bought out by Vancouver? 

• Does Martin Jones get a new start somewhere, assuming a buyout from 
San Jose? 

• Is Carolina’s next starter Antti Raanta, Frederik Andersen or someone 
else? (A few teams suspect the analytics-inclined Hurricanes love 
Raanta.) 

• Where does Darcy Kuemper end up? 

• What does Vegas do? There were rumblings they had a move for 
someone that fell through. I thought it might be Robin Lehner to New 
Jersey or Marc-Andre Fleury to Chicago. I also wondered Detroit before 
the Red Wings traded for Alex Nedeljkovic, but I’m not expecting Steve 
Yzerman to reveal much. 

• What is Colorado’s limit with Philipp Grubauer? The highest recent UFA 
goalie deal was Jordan Binnington’s 6x6, and it’s believed Grubauer's 
ask was somewhere near there — but I don’t believe the Avalanche 
would go there. Is there a happy medium? 

• What’s the market for Linus Ullmark? 
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31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

QUALIFYING DEADLINE 

Monday at 5 p.m. Going to be fascinating to see who does (and doesn’t) 
get qualified. Edmonton announced Sunday night that Dominik Kahun 
and Jujhar Khaira won’t get new offers. Those are good players caught in 
a cap squeeze. 

Chicago is trying to move Nikita Zadorov after acquiring Seth Jones. Will 
they qualify him if they can’t? (Calvin de Haan could be available, too.) 

SOME PREDICTIONS 

Nothing like putting yourself out there to look stupid, but it’s been a long 
year so what the heck: 

Free agency... 

Dougie Hamilton: New Jersey 

David Savard: Montreal 

Gabriel Landeskog: not hugely confident in this prediction, but he and 
Colorado find a way 

Blake Coleman: the prediction is, he gets 6x5 

Jaden Schwartz: Seattle, basically done during the Kraken’s exclusive 
window 

Brandon Saad: St. Louis, Islanders, Pittsburgh or Los Angeles 

Kyle Palmieri: haven’t heard a thing, which means the Islanders probably 
have him locked up 

Phillip Danault: Los Angeles takes a surprise look 

Alec Martinez: stays in Vegas 

Alex Goligoski: Minnesota 

Derek Forbort: Boston 

Zach Hyman: Edmonton. Makes me feel I’m getting one right 

Alexander Ovechkin: 3x10 to stay in Washington 

Ryan Suter: Dallas 

Florida: locks up Sam Bennett, Sam Reinhart and Carter Verhaeghe. 

Trades... 

Ryan Strome: Seattle, Vegas or Ottawa. 

Vladimir Tarasenko: Islanders or New Jersey. I think both those teams 
add something 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks move on from Virtanen after tumultuous, 
disappointing six years 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

July 25, 2021, 3:34 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – It’s not ongoing legal issues that have ended Jake 
Virtanen’s time with the Vancouver Canucks, it’s hockey issues. 

Virtanen’s development stagnated to the point he played himself out of 
coach Travis Green’s lineup five times last season, and the 24-year-old 
from Abbotsford finished the pandemic campaign with just five goals and 
no assists – offensive numbers lower than what he posted as an 
overmatched National Hockey League teenager-rookie in 2015-16. 

By the time general manager Jim Benning made the decision to place 
Virtanen on unconditional waivers for the purpose of a buyout – a 
transaction announced Sunday morning without comment on the team’s 
Twitter account – the Canucks simply needed the winger’s cap space. 

The buyout will be more painless than Virtanen’s erratic development in 
six years with his hometown team. 

Since Virtanen is under 26, the NHL’s complicated buyout formula leaves 
the Canucks owing a salary-cap charge of just $50,000 next season and 
an additional $500,000 liability in 2022-23. This creates a whopping 
savings next year of $2.5 million, nearly the entire $2.55-million cap hit 
that keeping Virtanen would have incurred. 

It was an easy decision for the Canucks to buy out Virtanen, but one they 
delayed for a week in the faint hope that teams that had previously 
expressed an interest in the former sixth-overall pick might still be willing 
to accept him in trade. 

Virtanen’s serious legal problems made that impossible. 

The player was placed on indefinite leave by the Canucks on May 1 
when reports surfaced of an alleged sexual assault in 2017. Virtanen is 
subject to an ongoing criminal investigation as well as a civil suit filed by 
a woman in B.C. Supreme Court in Kelowna in May. 

More than Virtanen’s NHL future is uncertain. 

The Canucks’ decision to terminate his contract is draped in symbolism. 

The former Calgary Hitmen scoring star was the first draft pick by 
Benning after he replaced Mike Gillis as Vancouver’s GM in 2014. And 
although scouting and draft preparation was carried out by Gillis’ staff, 
Virtanen will always be connected with Benning’s arrival on the West 
Coast. 

Virtanen also suffered a kind of guilt-by-association with Tyler Toffoli after 
the first-line winger was allowed by the Canucks to leave in free agency 
last October, signing a bargain four-year contract with the Montreal 
Canadiens at an average salary of $4.25 million. 

Ten days later, Benning re-signed Virtanen to a two-year deal worth 
$2.55 million. It’s simplistic reasoning, sure, but the Canucks should have 
found money to pay Toffoli but instead gave a chunk of it to Virtanen. 

Toffoli was seventh in the NHL with 28 goals this season, then helped the 
Canadiens make it to the Stanley Cup Final for the first time since 1993. 
Fair or not, Virtanen was a reminder of the far better player who got 
away. 

Virtanen’s downfall as a Canuck was not only that he failed to develop 
into a top-six power forward who could score 20 or 30 goals a year, but 
that he failed to play consistently with the physical presence he displayed 
on occasion, and didn’t earn the trust of Green by improving the 
defensive side of his game. 

There was no role left for him to play. 

Virtanen was an obvious buyout candidate even before allegations 
against him surfaced during a Canucks trip to Toronto. 

When Benning swung for the fences in Friday’s trade with the Arizona 
Coyotes, transforming $12 million of bad contracts into top-pairing 
defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson and top-six winger Conor Garland, 
the Canucks accepted a $43.56-million obligation to Ekman-Larsson over 
the next six years. 
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They simply couldn’t afford to carry Virtanen any longer. 

Drafted in 2014 just ahead of William Nylander, Nikolaj Ehlers and Kevin 
Fiala, and 19 spots before David Pastrnak, Virtanen still has the physical 
tools to make an impact. He was the fastest skater on the Canucks, one 
of the most powerful at 220 pounds, and has a heavy shot that produced 
45 goals in 71 games in junior in his draft year. 

Virtanen loved being selected by his boyhood team and mostly loved 
playing for the Canucks. He meant well as a player, tried to improve his 
game. He endured without complaint the withering scrutiny of the market. 
But Virtanen never came close to fulfilling expectations and becoming the 
player he is capable of being. Now, he’ll need to try somewhere else. If 
someone gives him the chance. 
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USA TODAY / Winners and losers from the 2021 NHL draft weekend 

 

MIKE BREHM    

 

The 2021 NHL draft is in the books, with 223 total picks Friday and 
Saturday from University of Michigan defenseman Owen Power to winger 
Niko Huuhtanen of the Finnish junior league.  

But the weekend was also dominated by major trades as teams tried to 
get their rosters in shape for the July 28 start of the unrestricted free 
agency signing period amid a flat salary cap. 

Seth Jones, Sam Reinhart, Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Pavel Buchnevich, 
Conor Garland, Jakub Voracek, Cam Atkinson and Rasmus Ristolainen 
are among the players who changed teams. 

Here are the winners and losers from the draft weekend: 

Winners 

University of Michigan: The first round could serve as a recruiting pitch 
for the Big Ten school. Power went first overall to the Buffalo Sabres, 
teammate Matthew Beniers went next to the Seattle Kraken and fellow 
center Kent Johnson went fifth overall to the Columbus Blue Jackets. No. 
4 pick Luke Hughes is committed to playing in Michigan next season, as 
is No. 24 pick Matthew Samoskevich. 

Buffalo Sabres: The Sabres were a mess last season and likely will be 
again next season. But Power, who is debating returning to Michigan 
next season, gives them promise for the future. They also got first-round 
picks for unhappy players Ristolainen (2021, which they used on 
playmaking winger Isak Rosen) and Reinhart (2022).  

Seth Jones: The Blackhawks' calculated move to land the coveted 
defenseman paid off. First, they cleared salary cap earlier by dealing 
Duncan Keith to the Edmonton Oilers. They got Caleb Jones in the 
return. Not only is Seth joining his brother in Chicago, the Blackhawks 
didn't have to give up one of their top players in the deal. And Jones is 
receiving a significant raise with his eight-year, $76 million extension. 

No better teammate than a brother   

Hockey families: The Jones brothers weren't the only family moment. 
Luke Hughes joined brother Jack on the New Jersey Devils. Former 
NHLers Brian Boucher (Tyler) and Mike Sillinger (Cole) saw their sons go 
back-to-back in the first round. Cory Stillman's son, Chase, went later in 
the round. The Arizona Coyotes selected chief hockey development 
officer and former captain Shane Doan's son, Josh, in the second round. 
The Blackhawks drafted Kirby Dach's brother, Colton, later in the round. 
The Colorado Avalanche, who signed Cale Makar to a six-year, $54 
million deal on Saturday, drafted his brother, Taylor, in the seventh 

round. But the most special moment was the Minnesota Wild inviting the 
children of late assistant general manager Tom Kurvers to announce the 
team's draft picks. 

Losers 

Montreal Canadiens: They angered fans by picking Logan Mailloux in the 
first round, even though he had asked to be excluded from the draft. The 
defenseman was fined in Sweden last year for taking and sharing an 
explicit photo of a woman without her consent. The move had very bad 
optics. 

Untraded players: Two of Jack Eichel's Sabres teammates were traded. 
He's still waiting. So is the St. Louis Blues' Vladimir Tarasenko. 

New York Rangers: The Rangers couldn't afford to re-sign Buchnevich 
long term, but the trade return (Sammy Blais and a second-round pick) 
seemed unimpressive for the team's No. 4 scorer. Blais plays a physical 
game, but his career high is 15 points and he has had injury issues. 
General manager Chris Drury drafted physical winger Brennan Othmann 
in the first round when the team needs more centers in the organization.  

Columbus Blue Jackets: They got a good return for Jones and drafted 
well, but the underlying question remains whether than they can hold on 
to their top players. Jones indicated he wanted to test the free agent 
market next summer and was moved. Artemi Panarin, Sergei Bobrovsky 
and Matt Duchene left as free agents in 2019. Pierre-Luc Dubois and 
pending free agents Nick Foligno and David Savard were moved this 
past season. “We’re trying to build a Stanley Cup winner and we haven’t 
been able to do that, so sometimes, you have to make hard changes, 
even in your core, and keep building," general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen said. 
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