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The Hurricanes extended qualifying offers to five players Monday. Here’s who they are  

By Justin Pelletier  

The Carolina Hurricanes have extended qualifying offers to 
five of the team’s six restricted free agents ahead of 
Monday’s deadline.  

The team tabbed The Canes extended qualifying offers to 
forwards Warren Foegele, Andrei Svechnikov and Egor 
Korshkov, defenseman Maxime Lajoie and goalie Dylan 
Wells. As restricted free agents, the Canes have exclusive 
negotiating rights with the players, and have the right to 
match an offer sheet tendered by another organization.  

The lone RFA the Canes did not tender was goalie Jeremy 
Helvig. 

The team has been in contract negotiations with Svechnikov, 
21, and general manager Don Waddell said Saturday there 
has been “lot of talks in the last six weeks” and said the talks 
had been progressive. He said it was unlikely an agreement 
would be reached before Wednesday. 

“There’s no urgency from either side right now,” Waddell said 
on the media call. 

Foegele’s situation could be more problematic in that he has 
salary arbitration rights, according to CapFriendly.com, which 
tracks player contracts.

 

 

 

Canes focus on value over flash in NHL Draft 

By Alec Campbell 

It wasn’t a sexy 2021 NHL Draft for the Carolina Hurricanes, 
but they did make history tying an NHL record for number of 
selections in a seven-round draft with 13. Oh, and they also 
traded away a former 1st-round pick and a highly touted 
prospect in defenseman Jake Bean. 

Bean is the second major move in the last few days after the 
Canes decided to trade goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to the Detroit 
Red Wings for a 3rd-round pick in this weekend’s draft and 
the rights to unrestricted free agent Jonathan Bernier. 

Bean never really found his footing with the big club after a 
good career in the Hurricanes’ minor league system. He 
helped lead the Charlotte Checkers to the Calder Cup in the 
2018-2019 season while capturing All-Rookie Team honors 
along the way. A season later he was a first team All-Star 
and won the Eddie Shore Award as the league’s best 
defenseman. His time with the big club lasted 44 regular 
season games and 11 in the playoffs where he notched 13 
points. He got off to a hot start in the shortened 2021 season 
scoring 11 points in the first 22 regular season games but 
trailed off with just one point in his final 20 and just one point 
in 11 postseason games. Scouts love Bean’s hockey IQ, his 
offensive upside and his ability to run a power play but he 
often suffers on the defensive side of the puck. It’s always 
tough to lose a player as highly touted as Bean who came up 
through the system but perhaps a fresh start is best for both 
sides. 

Jake Bean was part of two Day 1 trades the Hurricanes 
made as trading back became the theme of the draft for the 
Hurricanes who did not make a pick in the first round. They 
sent their 27th overall pick to the Nashville Predators for the 
40th and 51st picks. Bean was then dealt to Columbus for 
the 44th overall pick. That kicked off a series of trades that 
saw the Canes, on several occasions, exchange one pick for 
two later picks. They also acquired a third round pick in next 
year’s draft. Honestly, your head will spin reading them all. In 
the end, Carolina ended up with five defensemen, five 
forwards and three goaltenders. 

The Canes used each of their first two picks on defensemen. 
Scott Morrow comes from Shattuck St. Mary’s High School in 
Minnesota and profiles as an attacking offensive 
defenseman. Aleksi Heimosalmi is smaller in stature but is 
also known for his offense, skating and passing ability. 
Winger, Ville Koivunen, rounded out their top three 
selections and became the second Finn drafted behind 
Heimosalmi. Koivunen is undersized and isn’t a great skater 
but has great individual skill and is fearless going to the net. 

The only other notable is the drafting of Bobby Orr. Ok, not 
that Bobby Orr. It’s actually Robert Orr, and the Canes 
drafted him with their first pick in the fifth round. He has no 
relation to THAT Bobby Orr, but that’s the only thing that 
makes this pick interesting. Evaluators say he has some 
puck skills but isn’t a great skater and not much of a play 
driver. 
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This wasn’t a high-profile draft for the Hurricanes as they 
continued to look for value in later rounds, but most of the 
people who evaluate these things were fairly impressed with 
what they did. 

Don’t expect to see any of these players with the Hurricanes 
in the near future. Now comes free agency which opens on 
Wednesday. Dougie Hamilton, Andrei Svechnikov and Martin 
Necas are all big ticket items on which to keep an eye. The 
Canes also have zero goalies under contract, so they’ll be 
negotiating with veterans Petr Mrazek and the newly 
acquired Jonathan Bernier as they start building the roster 
for the 2021-2022 campaign. 

Carolina Hurricanes 2021 draft picks, in order: 

Round 2, pick 40- Scott Morrow, D 

Round 2, pick 44- Aleksi Heimosalmi, D 

Round 2, pick 51- Ville Koivunen, RW 

Round 3, pick 83- Patrik Hamrla, G 

Round 3, pick 94- Aidan Hreschuk, D 

Round 4, pick 109- Jackson Blake, RW 

Round 5, pick 136- Robert Orr, RW 

Round 5, pick 147- Justin Robidas, C 

Round 6, pick 170- Bryce Montgomery, D 

Round 6, pick 187- Nikita Quapp, G 

Round 7, pick 200- Yegor Naumov, G 

Round 7, pick 209- Nikita Guslistov, C 

Round 7, pick 219- Joel Nystrom, D

 

 
Experts Praise Canes' 2021 Draft Class 

Carolina earns high marks in post-draft analysis 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes tied an NHL record 
by selecting 13 players in the NHL Entry Draft. Two days 
after the completion of the event, the Canes are once again 
held in high regard by hockey experts. 

"When you get into any draft, you're just trying to maximize 
the picks that you have," said Hurricanes Assistant General 
Manager Darren Yorke.  

"We looked at our list and we looked at the different options. 
We decided that we had lots of players that we liked, and if 
we traded down, we can get more of them. It's about the 
opportunity to keep getting players that we are excited 
about."  

The Hurricanes are not alone in their excitement based on 
the marks administrated by media analysts:  

2021 NHL Draft Winners and Losers: Ranking Every Team's 
Day 2 Picks ($)  
The Athletic, Scott Wheeler  
Grade: No.1 Ranked Winners  

"Loyal readers will know that the Hurricanes have a way of 
picking players that align with my board and the things I look 
for in my own work. So it was no surprise to me when they 
snatched Scott Morrow, my 33rd-ranked skater, with their 
first second-round pick. Morrow's a free-flowing, aggressive 
offensive defenceman who demands the puck. Shattuck 
head coach Ben Umhoefer, who has coached top prospects 
like Cam York and Jackson LaCombe, told me he believes 
Morrow's the most purely gifted defender to come through 

their storied program." 
NHL Draft grades 2021: Corey Pronman evaluates every 
pick by all 32 teams ($)  
The Athletic, Corey Pronman 
Grade: B  

"Carolina traded back a lot and ended up getting a lot of 
good players that I particularly like - albeit no true top 
prospect given the Hurricane's first pick was at No. 40. I can 
see Ville Koivunen and Aleksi Heimosalmi playing games, as 
well as Jackson Blake and Aidan Hreschuk." 
NHL Draft grades 2021: Final grades, analysis for all 32 
teams 
Josh Bell, Sporting News 
Grade: A-  
"Surprise, surprise, the Hurricanes had a good draft. This 
year, some savvy trades turned the 27th, 59th and 123rd 
picks into seven selections. With those, they went all-in on 
upside, no matter the floor. High school defender Scott 
Morrow was their first pick and is one of the best skaters in 
the class with impressive transition and offensive skills. Finns 
Aleksi Heimosalmi and Ville Koivunen are two more 
prospects with high-end skill. Jackson Blake, Aidan 
Hreschuk, Justin Robidas and Robert Orr also look like 
strong contenders to be future NHLers." Best Selection: 
Aleksi Heimosalmi (44th) 

2021 NHL Draft Results: Team-by-Team Grades for Notable 
Picks 
Bleacher Report, Adam Wells 
Grade: B+
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Qualifying offers extended to NHL restricted free agents 

Laine of Blue Jackets, Kaprizov of Wild among players to 
receive them; allow teams to retain matching rights 

The deadline for NHL teams to issue qualifying offers to 
pending restricted free agents was 5 p.m. ET on Monday. By 
issuing the offers, teams are given the right of first refusal or 
draft choice compensation should the player sign an offer 
sheet with another team. 

Here is a list of players who received qualifying offers, as 
announced by teams. The Arizona Coyotes, Detroit Red 
Wings, Nashville Predators, New York Islanders, New York 
Rangers, Toronto Maple Leafs and Vegas Golden Knights 
have yet to announce who received qualifying offers. 

Anaheim Ducks: Max Comtois (F), Max Jones (F), Isac 
Lundestrom (F), Josh Mahura (D), Sam Steel (F) 

Boston Bruins: Callum Booth (G), Zach Senyshyn (F) 

Buffalo Sabres: Rasmus Asplund, (F), Casey Mittelstadt (F), 
Rasmus Dahlin (D), Casey Fitzgerald (D), Henri Jokiharju (D) 

Calgary Flames: Dillon Dube (RW), Glenn Gawdin (C), Justin 
Kirkland (C), Oliver Kylington (D), Carl-Johan Lerby (D), 
Connor Mackey (D), Tyler Parsons (G), Matthew Phillips (C), 
Luke Philp (C), Colton Poolman (D), Juuso Valimaki (D), 
Alexander Yelesin (D) 

Carolina Hurricanes: Warren Foegele (F), Andrei Svechnikov 
(F), Egor Korshkov (F), Maxime Lajoie (D), Dylan Wells (G) 

Chicago Blackhawks: Brandon Hagel (F), Alex Nylander (F), 
Nikita Zadorov (D) 

Colorado Avalanche: Dennis Gilbert (D), Tyson Jost (F), 
Conor Timmins (D) 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Jake Bean (D), Patrik Laine (F), 
Andrew Peeke (D), Calvin Thurkauf (F), Alexandre Texier (F) 

Dallas Stars: Nick Caamano (F), Joseph Cecconi (D), Ben 
Gleason (D), Joel Kiviranta (LW), Adam Mascherin (LW), 
Colton Point (G), Jerad Rosburg (D) 

Edmonton Oilers: Kailer Yamamoto (F), Tyler Benson (F), 
Cooper Marody (F), Stuart Skinner (G) 

Florida Panthers: Juho Lammikko (F), Sam Reinhart (F), 
Sam Montembeault (G), Chase Priskie (G) 

Los Angeles Kings: Mickey Anderson (D), Andreas 
Athanasiou (F), Brayden Burke (F), Kale Clague (D), Jacob 
Moverare (D), Austin Strand (D) 

Minnesota Wild: Will Bitten (F), Brandon Duhaime (F), Kevin 
Fiala (F), Kirill Kaprizov (F), Mason Shaw (F) 

Montreal Canadiens: Jesperi Kotkaniemi (F), Artturi 
Lehkonen (F), Michael Pezzetta (F), Ryan Poehling (F), Otto 
Leskinen (D), Michael McNiven (G) 

New Jersey Devils: A.J. Greer (F), Janne Kuokkanen (F), 
Gilles Senn (G), Yegor Sharangovich (F), Marian Studenic 
(F) 

Ottawa Senators: Vitaly Abramov (F), Olle Alsing (F), Drake 
Batherson (F), Logan Brown (F), Filip Gustavsson (G), Victor 
Mete (D), Brady Tkachuk (F) 

Philadelphia Flyers: Connor Bunnaman (F), Carter Hart (G), 
David Kase (F), Travis Sanheim (D) 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Zach Aston-Reese (F), Radim Zohorna 
(F) 

St. Louis Blues: Ivan Barbashev (F), Pavel Buchnevich (F), 
Dakota Joshua (F), Jordan Kyrou (F), Zach Sanford (F), 
Robert Thomas (F) 

San Jose Sharks: Noah Gregor (F) 

Seattle Kraken: Will Borgen (D), Dennis Cholowski (D), 
Vince Dunn (D), Cale Fleury (D), Kole Lind (F), Alexander 
True (F), Carsen Twarynski (F) 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Alex Barre-Boulet (F), Ross Colton 
(F), Boris Katchouk (F), Taylor Raddysh (F), Otto Somppi 
(F), Sean Day (D), Cal Foote (D) 

Vancouver Canucks: Guillaume Brisebois (D), Jason 
Dickinson (F), Conor Garland (F), Quinn Hughes (D), Lukas 
Jasek (F), Olli Juolevi (D), Elias Pettersson (F) 

Washington Capitals: Ilya Samsonov (G), Lucas Johansen 
(D) 

Winnipeg Jets: Andrew Copp (F), Johnathan Kovacevic (D), 
Neal Pionk (D), Logan Stanley (D)
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Top NHL free agent defensemen: Hamilton on market 

Barrie, Martinez, Savard also possibly available when 
signing can begin July 28 

By David Satriano 

With the NHL free agent signing period about to begin, there 
are several teams in need of a defenseman who can play 
top-four minutes or provide leadership in a third-pair role. 

NHL.com takes a closer look at the top unrestricted free 
agent defensemen expected to be available when the market 
opens Wednesday at noon ET (listed in alphabetical order): 

Tyson Barrie, Edmonton Oilers 

Barrie bounced back this season, leading NHL defensemen 
with 48 points (eight goals, 40 assists) in 56 games after he 
scored 39 points (five goals, 34 assists) in 70 games with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs last season. The 29-year-old has 
scored at least 48 points five times in the past seven 
seasons and at least 21 power-play points four times in that 
span. Barrie has scored 394 points (88 goals, 306 assists) in 
610 regular-season games with the Oilers, Maple Leafs and 
Colorado Avalanche. 

Zdeno Chara, Washington Capitals 

The oldest player in the NHL proved he could play at a high 
level, scoring 10 points (two goals, eight assists) in 55 
games this season. The 44-year-old was a physical 
presence who averaged 18:19 of ice time and led the 
Capitals in shorthanded ice time per game (2:41). Chara was 
second on Washington in blocked shots (67, two behind 
John Carlson) and had 88 hits, second among Capitals 
defensemen (Brenden Dillon, 143). He has scored 666 
points (207 goals, 459 assists) in 1,608 regular-season 
games with the Capitals, Boston Bruins, Ottawa Senators 
and New York Islanders. Chara won the Stanley Cup with 
the Bruins in 2011. 

Cody Ceci, Pittsburgh Penguins 

The 27-year-old scored 17 points (four goals, 13 assists) and 
was an NHL career-high plus-18 in 53 games this season. 
Ceci led the Penguins in blocked shots (70) and was fifth in 
hits (74), averaging 18:31 of ice time per game. He has 
scored 143 points (37 goals, 106 assists) in 549 regular-
season games with the Penguins, Maple Leafs and 
Senators, and likely will be a more affordable option than 
some other unrestricted free agent defensemen. 

Alex Goligoski, Arizona Coyotes 

Though the offense may be down -- he scored 22 points 
(three goals, 19 assists) in 56 games this season, his fewest 
since scoring 20 in 45 games as a rookie in 2008-09 -- 
Goligoski is a veteran leader who can play in all situations. 
The 35-year-old was second on the Coyotes in ice time per 
game at 23:00 behind Jakob Chychrun (23:23) and first in 
shorthanded ice time (164:31), and he had seven assists on 
the power play. He also was tied for ninth in the NHL in 
blocked shots (108) with Scott Mayfield of the Islanders. 
Goligoski has scored 429 points (83 goals, 346 assists) in 
924 regular-season games with the Coyotes, Dallas Stars 
and Penguins. He won the Cup with the Penguins in 2009. 

Dougie Hamilton, Carolina Hurricanes 

Hamilton is likely the top defenseman available, having 
scored at least 10 goals and 39 points in each of the past 
seven seasons. Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
said Saturday that "our No. 1 objective is to get him signed." 
The 28-year-old scored 42 points (10 goals, 32 assists) and 
was plus-20 in 55 games this season, and has scored the 
most goals among NHL defensemen (59) in the past four 
seasons. Hamilton averaged 22:43 of ice time per game, 
including a Carolina-high 3:03 on the power play. He has 
scored 341 points (106 goals, 235 assists) in 607 regular-
season games with the Hurricanes, Calgary Flames and 
Bruins, including 104 power-play points (28 goals, 76 
assists). 

Alec Martinez, Vegas Golden Knights 

Martinez scored 32 points (nine goals, 23 assists) in 53 
games and led the NHL with 168 blocked shots this season. 
The 33-year-old was plus-26 and was second on Vegas in 
average ice time per game (22:34) behind Alex Pietrangelo 
(24:26). He has scored 238 points (73 goals, 165 assists) in 
660 regular-season games with the Golden Knights and Los 
Angeles Kings. Martinez won the Cup with the Kings in 2012 
and 2014. 

Brandon Montour, Florida Panthers 

Montour scored 18 points (seven goals, 11 assists) in 50 
games with the Panthers and Buffalo Sabres this season. He 
averaged 20:29 of ice time per game and was relied on to kill 
penalties, averaging 1:44 of shorthanded ice time per game. 
The 27-year-old has scored 109 points (31 goals, 78 assists) 
in 293 regular-season games with the Panthers, Sabres and 
Anaheim Ducks, and would be a good addition for a team 
seeking help on the second or third pair. 

Mike Reilly, Boston Bruins 

Reilly, 28, is coming off his best offensive season in the NHL 
with 27 assists in 55 games with the Bruins and Senators. 
Reilly is reliable and can handle a steady workload; he 
averaged 19:18 in ice time per game this season and has 
increased that total in each of the past five seasons. He has 
scored 80 points (eight goals, 72 assists) in 259 regular-
season games with the Bruins, Senators, Montreal 
Canadiens and Minnesota Wild. 

David Savard, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Savard was one of the most sought-after defensemen before 
he was acquired by the Lightning in a three-team trade April 
10. The 30-year-old scored six points (one goal, five assists) 
averaging 19:51 of ice time in 54 games with the Lightning 
and Columbus Blue Jackets this season, when he was one 
of seven players with at least 100 hits (132) and 100 blocked 
shots (109). He has scored 166 points (41 goals, 125 
assists) in 611 regular-season games with Tampa Bay and 
Columbus, and won the Cup with the Lightning this season. 

Ryan Suter, Minnesota Wild 

The 36-year-old had the final four seasons of his 13-year 
contract bought out by the Wild. Suter scored 19 points 
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(three goals, 16 assists) in 56 regular-season games and 
had one assist in seven playoff games. Suter can help a 
team in need of a stable, puck-moving defenseman. He has 
averaged at least 22:00 of ice time per game for 13 straight 
seasons. Suter has scored 607 points (93 goals, 514 assists) 
in 1,198 regular-season games with the Wild and Nashville 
Predators. 

Keith Yandle, Florida Panthers 

Yandle had the final two seasons of his contract bought out 
by the Panthers on July 15. The 34-year-old should attract 
plenty of interest. He scored 27 points (three goals, 24 
assists) in 56 games and has played 922 consecutive 
regular-season games, the second-longest streak in NHL 
history behind Doug Jarvis (964). Yandle has scored 600 
points (102 goals, 498 assists) in 1,032 regular-season 
games for the Coyotes, New York Rangers and Panthers, 
including 282 on the power play.

 

NHL questions ahead of free agency 

Eichel's trade status with Sabres, Landeskog's contract with 
Avalanche among those to keep eye on 

By Dan Rosen 

The NHL free agent market will open at noon ET on 
Wednesday, and combined with the ongoing trade market, 
there should be plenty of news around the League. 

With that being said, there are many questions that need 
answering. Here are a few that will have implications on both 
markets. 

Are the Buffalo Sabres going to trade Jack Eichel?  

All indications are that the Sabres will trade their captain.  

General manager Kevyn Adams said Saturday that he 
wouldn't have a problem if Eichel stayed in Buffalo, but the 
center's agents, Peter Fish and Peter Donatelli, told 
Sportsnet in a dual statement all discussions they've had 
with the Sabres revolve around a trade and that is their 
expectation. 

Eichel is skating, but it's possible his neck injury, which kept 
him out of the last 33 games this season, will require 
surgery.  

Among the teams that have been linked to Eichel trade talks 
include the Anaheim Ducks, Minnesota Wild, Calgary 
Flames, Montreal Canadiens and New York Rangers. 

Will the Vegas Golden Knights trade a goalie? 

It's possible the Golden Knights could move either Marc-
Andre Fleury or Robin Lehner to free the cap space needed 
to fill other needs, including a No. 1 center. 

Fleury, who won the Vezina Trophy voted as the best goalie 
in the NHL this season, has one season remaining on a 
three-year, $21 million contract ($7 million average annual 
value) he signed with Vegas on July 13, 2018. Lehner has 
four years remaining on a five-year, $25 million contract ($5 
million AAV) he signed Oct. 3, 2020. 

There are a handful of teams that need a top veteran goalie, 
including the Boston Bruins, Carolina Hurricanes and 
Sabres. The Toronto Maple Leafs, San Jose Sharks, 
Philadelphia Flyers, Chicago Blackhawks and, potentially, 
the Colorado Avalanche could all be in the market, too. 

What happens with Gabriel Landeskog and Philipp 
Grubauer?  

Landeskog, Colorado's forward and longtime captain, and 
Grubauer, who finished third in the Vezina Trophy voting this 
season, can become unrestricted free agents Wednesday.  

Colorado general manager Joe Sakic said he is hopeful of 
re-signing both players and that it was important for the 
Avalanche to re-sign defenseman Cale Makar to a six-year, 
$54 million contract ($9 million AAV) on Saturday because it 
gave them some cap clarity while working on deals for 
Landeskog and Grubauer. 

If they hit the market, though, they could be the top two 
players at their respective positions. 

Will the Arizona Coyotes trade Darcy Kuemper and Phil 
Kessel?  

Kuemper is Arizona's only goalie under contract with more 
than 10 games of NHL experience. However, he only has 
one year remaining on his contract, and the Coyotes are in 
the process of rebuilding, having already traded defenseman 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and forward Conor Garland to the 
Vancouver Canucks on July 23. 

Kuemper's potential availability would impact the goalie 
market in more ways than one, since it would require the 
Coyotes to get involved. They traded Adin Hill to the Sharks 
for goalie Josef Korenar on July 17, and Antti Raanta, who 
missed most of this season because of injury, can become a 
UFA on Wednesday. 

Kessel, who like Kuemper also has one year left on his 
contract, could be a target for teams that need scoring help. 
The forward led the Coyotes in goals (20) and points (43) in 
56 games this season. 

What will the Seattle Kraken do in free agency? 

Seattle enters free agency for the first time armed with cap 
space. 

The Kraken had an exclusive window to negotiate with 
pending unrestricted free agents who were not protected 
prior to the 2021 NHL Expansion Draft presented by Upper 
Deck last week. They were able to sign goalie Chris Driedger 
and defensemen Adam Larsson and Jamie Oleksiak, and it's 
possible they came close with others who could circle back 
to Seattle when the market opens Wednesday. 

General manager Ron Francis said on NHL Network that 
he's hoping players watched the expansion draft and saw 
some of the highlights of Seattle, including the scenery, the 
city and the appetite for the Kraken in the market.  
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Who will the Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins target in 
goal? 

The Hurricanes do not have a goalie under contract with 
NHL experience, but they acquired the rights to Jonathan 
Bernier when they traded goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to the 
Detroit Red Wings on July 22. They also still have the rights 
to Petr Mrazek and James Reimer, both of whom are 
pending UFAs. 

The Bruins' leader in NHL experience is Jeremy Swayman, a 
22-year-old who made his debut this season and played 10 
regular-season games. Behind him is Dan Vladar, 23, who 
also made his debut this season and played in five games. 

The Bruins will have to decide if they want to bring back 
Tuukka Rask, who has played his entire NHL career in 
Boston and is a pending UFA. The 34-year-old is expected to 
be sidelined until January or February because of a torn 
labrum in his hip that required surgery.  

In June, though, Rask said that he is "not going to play for 
anybody else than the Bruins."  

Some of the top pending UFA goalies include Frederik 
Andersen, Mrazek, Bernier and Raanta. Grubauer will be at 
the top of the goalie market if the Avalanche don't re-sign 
him. 

Where will Dougie Hamilton sign? 

Hamilton is the top defenseman who could hit free agency. 

The Hurricanes are still in play to sign him, but it doesn't 
seem like they will if he goes on the market Wednesday. 
There are several other teams that will likely pursue 
Hamilton, who led Carolina defensemen with 42 points (10 
goals, 32 assists) in 54 games this season. The New Jersey 
Devils are reportedly one of those teams.  

It's also possible the market for Edmonton Oilers 
defenseman Tyson Barrie, who is a pending UFA, will be 
impacted by Hamilton's decision. Barrie scored 48 points 
(eight goals, 40 assists) in 56 games this season. 

Will Ryan Suter and Zach Parise be a package deal again? 

Suter and Parise had the remaining four seasons of their 
matching 13-year, $98 million contracts bought out by the 
Wild, making them both unrestricted free agents on 
Wednesday. 

Suter, a 36-year-old defenseman, scored 19 points (three 
goals, 16 assists) in 56 games this season.  

There are a number of teams that could be interested in the 
veteran defenseman, most notably the Bruins, Dallas Stars, 
Winnipeg Jets, New York Islanders, Avalanche and 
Hurricanes, depending on what happens with Hamilton. 

Parise, who will turn 37 on Wednesday, scored 18 points 
(seven goals, 11 assists) in 45 games this season.  

It has been reported the Islanders also have interest in the 
veteran forward, so it will be interesting to find out if Parise 
and Suter will sign again with the same team, as they did 
nine years ago with the Wild. 

Is Vladimir Tarasenko on the trade market? 

Tarasenko, through his agent, told the Blues it would be best 
if they traded him, general manager Doug Armstrong said. 
Armstrong also said Tarasenko gave him a list of teams he 
would approve a trade to per the terms of his no-trade 
clause. 

St. Louis then left Tarasenko available to Seattle in the 
expansion draft, but the Kraken took defenseman Vince 
Dunn instead. 

Armstrong informed all the teams on Tarasenko's approved 
list that he wants to be traded, but no deal has materialized 
as of yet. Tarasenko could be back in a Blues uniform next 
season, Armstrong said, adding he will only trade the forward 
if its beneficial to the team.  

Will Patrik Laine sign long term with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets? 

Laine has to decide if he wants to sign his qualifying offer 
from the Blue Jackets or potentially a long-term contract that 
could be on the table. 

If the forward signs the qualifying offer, it would be a one-
year contract, which could be beneficial to the Blue Jackets 
because it gives them more time to determine if they want 
Laine to be a part of their future. 

Laine scored 21 points (10 goals, 11 assists) and was minus-
29 in 45 games with Columbus after being acquired along 
with forward Jack Roslovic in a trade with the Jets for center 
Pierre-Luc Dubois a third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft 
on Jan. 23.  

Laine has scored 150 goals in 351 NHL games.
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NHL Power Rankings: Updated 2021 free agent rankings 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we take an 
updated look at the top unrestricted free agents that willl be 
available when the free agent signing period begins on 
Wednesday. 

In recent days we have seen a handful of players re-sign 
with their current teams, including most notably forward 
Taylor Hall with the Bruins, and several potential free agents 
get taken by the Kraken in the NHL Expansion Draft (Chris 
Driedger, Adam Larsson, Jamie Oleksiak). 

We have also seen a few additional players hit the open 
market due to buyouts, including Zach Parise, Ryan Suter, 
and Keith Yandle. 

Here we will take a look at the top remaining players entering 
the week. 

Who all makes the list this week? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

Players Most Likely To Re-Sign 

1. Alex Ovechkin. His 13-year contract is over and that 
technically makes him eligible for unrestricted free agency. 
But we all know he is going to end up in Washington, right? 

2. Tuukka Rask. Bruins fans have had a long-time love-hate 
relationship with Rask, but it would probably be in their best 
interests if the team can get him re-signed. He is still one of 
the league’s best goalies. 

3. David Krejci. With Hall already re-signed it would be a 
huge win for the Bruins to get Krejci back as well to reunite 
that second line that played so well together. Hard to 
envision Krejci in a sweater that is not a Bruins sweater. 

4. Gabriel Landeskog. You would like to think Colorado can 
get its captain signed, but those talks have been difficult to 
this point. Landeskog brings a rare combination of grit, skill, 
and defensive excellence to the top of any lineup. The Avs 
want to keep him but it is starting to look like a real possibility 
that he could leave. 

5. Philipp Grubauer. Grubauer has been an excellent starter 
since joining the Avalanche three years ago and took a huge 
step forward this season, finishing as a Vezina Trophy 
finalist. If the Avalanche can not get him and/or Landeskog 
re-signed they are going to have two significant players to 
replace. 

Moving On For A Bigger Payday 

6. Dougie Hamilton. Of the players that actually have a 
chance of changing teams Hamilton should be at the top of 
the list given his all around ability on defense. He can play 
every situation, is a dominant possession driver, and an 
impact player offensively. Every team should want to sign 
him. Carolina is going to try, but it will be difficult and it 
seems likely that he is moving on. 

7. Phillip Danault. An outstanding shutdown center with 
better offensive skill than he sometimes gets credit for. Along 
with being a Selke-caliber defender he can also be a 50-
point center. Extremely valuable player. 

8. Blake Coleman. He should get a massive contract on the 
open market. The rare player that both analytics and eye test 
people rave over equally, and he also has the Stanley Cup 
winner reputation (back-to-back Cups as a key player for the 
Lightning) that GMs love. 

9. Zach Hyman. He seems destined to end up with the 
Oilers. Good player that is about to get a contract that 
everybody will hate, and probably for good reason. Never 
want to sign a 29-year-old second-tier free agent to a seven- 
or eight-year contract. 

Time For A Change 

10. Ryan Suter. It was very surprising to see him get bought 
out along with Zach Parise, not only because of the impact it 
has on Minnesota’s salary cap, but also because he is still a 
pretty good player. He is no longer a serious Norris 
candidate, but he is a legitimate top-four defender in the NHL 
and will probably be a good value on his next deal. 

11. Kyle Palmieri. Very underrated player for most of his 
career. He will score 25-30 goals over an 82-game season 
and give you solid play away from the puck. If the Islanders 
could get him re-signed that would be a nice move for their 
offseason. 

12. Jaden Schwartz. Really good second-line forward that 
will score 20 goals and help drive possession. A good Plan B 
for any team that does not get one of the top forwards. 

13. Tomas Tatar. Tatar has been the top scorer on the 
Canadiens over the past three seasons, has dominant 
underlying numbers, and plays great next to Danault and 
Brendan Gallagher. But he still seemed to fall out of favor in 
Montreal this season. Some team should try to sign him and 
Danault together. 
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14. Brandon Saad. Saad never became the superstar the 
Blackhawks hoped he would when he first entered the NHL, 
but he has become an excellent middle-six winger. His 
underlying numbers are fantastic, and on the right team and 
in the right situation he could definitely be a 20-30 goal 
scorer. 

15. Paul Stastny. He is not going to be a foundational player 
anymore but if you have him centering your second or third 
line you are going to be in pretty good shape. 

16. Keith Yandle. At this point you probably need to shelter 
him a little in a role where he can focus on offense. There is 
still value in that. 

17. Zach Parise. Parise is not totally finished, but his 
production did take a noticeable drop this season when the 
Wild used him. Still, he is just one year removed from a 25-
goal season (in less than 70 games) and can still score a 
little. Is he a good fit for the Islanders? 

18. Alec Martinez. Martinez had one of his best years ever 
during the 2020-21 season with the Golden Knights, and it 
could not have happened at a better time for him. Do not 
expect a repeat of that offensive performance, but he can still 
contribute. 

19. Mike Hoffman. Hoffman is a one-dimensional player that 
does one thing well: score goals. Fortunately, that is an 
important dimension. He is not going to make much of an 
impact without the puck on his stick. 

20. Tyson Barrie. Barrie signed a one-year deal with the 
Oilers for this past season and definitely did a lot to help is 
value for this free agent class. He picked the right team to 
get a sheltered role, power play minutes, and time on the ice 
with two of the best offensive players in the world (Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl). Do not let that trick you into 
thinking he is a top-pairing player, though. Good player. Just 
needs to be put in the right role.
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The Top 30 Unrestricted Free Agents of 2021 

With the expansion draft in the rearview mirror, the UFA list 
isn't as bountiful as it was last week. Which big names are 
still out there? 

By Matt Larkin 

July 26 UPDATE: Time to spruce up the list of remaining 
UFAs one more time. It’s strange to use the term “remaining” 
when free agency hasn’t even opened yet, but numerous 
names have flown off the list thanks to a whirlwind week that 
included (a) the expansion draft, in which the Seattle Kraken 
inked UFAs Adam Larsson, Jamie Oleskiak and Chris 
Driedger; (b) a monstrous sign-and-trade contract from the 
New York Rangers for Barclay Goodrow; (c) a handful of re-
signings, such as Taylor Hall’s with the Boston Bruins; and 
(d) some all-but-confirmed signings announced in the days 
following the expansion draft. 

So who's still available? Here’s a look at the best 30. I’ve 
taken the liberty of scratching unconfirmed signee left 
wingers Zach Hyman and Jaden Schwartz from the list, FYI, 
as their contracts with Edmonton and Seattle, respectively, 
pretty much wink-wink complete, per Sportsnet’s Elliotte 
Friedman. Same goes for Alec Martinez, expected to re-sign 
in Vegas for three seasons, and for Alex Ovechkin. His re-
signing was always a mere formality, and the Caps have 
indicated they expect a deal to be completed before free 
agency even opens.  
 
Ages listed as of July 28, 2021, the start date for unrestricted 
free agency. 
 
1. DOUGIE HAMILTON, D, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,750,000 

In the past four seasons, no defenseman has scored more 
goals than Hamilton – despite him missing significant time 
with a broken leg last season. The old guard may not like his 
body language or off-ice interests – LOL, says the new guard 
– but he’s a top-tier puck mover and play driver who has 
great size and a right-handed shot. The Canes are making a 
final push to retain him but the New Jersey Devils, swimming 
in cap space, are reportedly emerging as a major contender 
for his services. 
 
2. GABRIEL LANDESKOG, LW, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,571,429 
 
Landeskog is the anti-Hamilton in that old-school hockey 
thinkers love Landeskog. Some league executives still talk 
about how impressed they were with his scouting interviews 
leading up to the 2011 draft. He’s a revered, heart-and-soul 
captain who blends top-line scoring touch with bruising 

physical play. He recently expressed his “disappointment” 
that he’s so close to making it to market but, with the 
expansion draft and entry draft in the rearview mirror and 
RFA blueiner Cale Makar re-signed, Avs GM Joe Sakic will 
focus his energy on Landeskog in the next couple days. 

3. PHILIPP GRUBAUER, G, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,333,333 
 
Talent was never in question for Grubauer. He delivered a 
tremendous “put it all together” season for the Avalanche 
and has the fifth-highest save percentage in NHL history 
among goalies with at least 100 games played. The key was 
to prove he could stay healthy and, while he did land on the 
COVID-19 list, he avoided injury in 2020-21. With re-signing 
Landeskog still Colorado’s priority, can the team afford 
Grubauer, too? He has expressed interest in returning, at 
least. 

4. PHILLIP DANAULT, C, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,083,333 
 
Danault is one of the top two-way forwards in the business. 
His ability to smother opposing teams’ best scorers was 
crucial in Montreal’s run to the 2021 Stanley Cup final. 
Multiple reports on his contract status, however, indicate he 
is likely play elsewhere on his new deal. 
 
5. TYSON BARRIE, D, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,750,000 

Seventh in points among NHL defensemen since his 
breakout 2013-14 campaign. Barrie, a power-play specialist, 
was set up nicely to post massive contract-year numbers in 
Edmonton, and that’s exactly what’s happened. But do the 
Oilers need to bring him back? They were already a 
powerhouse power-play team before he signed, and he’s a 
bit of a drag on their defensive play. They’ve also just 
committed an additional $5.5 million in cap space to Duncan 
Keith. Then again, they’ve lost Larsson from the right side of 
their blueline. 
 
6. BLAKE COLEMAN, LW, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $1,800,000 

Coleman can play center or the wing, he kills penalties, he 
forechecks aggressively and, don’t forget, on a team that 
needs him to play bigger minutes, he can score 20 goals. 
The only problem is that, after playing an important role on 
consecutive Stanley Cup champions in Tampa, his value has 
exploded to the point it may require an overpay to land him. 
Goodrow’s six-year deal with the Rangers at a $3.64-million 
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AAV must leave Coleman tickled, as he does all the same 
things as his ex-linemate but scores a lot more.  

7. DAVID KREJCI, C, 35 
2020-21 cap hit: $7,250,000 
 
Brings so much experience in the regular season and 
playoffs as the Bruins' longtime No. 2 center, and he showed 
how impactful he can still be once they gave him proper 
second-line wingers to play with this past season. The Bruins 
are waiting to see if Krejci decides to return to the Czech 
Republic for 2021-22. If he plays in the NHL next season, it’s 
likely for Boston. 
 
8. KYLE PALMIERI, RW, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,650,000 

Averaged 30 goals per 82 games in his first five seasons as 
a Devil. That appears to be Palmieri’s ceiling, but it’s a highly 
useful ceiling. He endured a bad year, but it was likely the 
product of (a) playing with less help in New Jersey before his 
trade to the New York Islanders and (b) an unlucky shooting 
percentage of 6.5. Perhaps that’ll make him a bargain 
signing this off-season. His goal-scoring place in the 2021 
playoffs pro-rated to his usual 30 goals per 82 games, FYI. 
 
9. RYAN SUTER, D, 36 
2020-21 cap hit: $7,538,462 
 
Upon learning of his shocking buyout, Suter hung up on 
Minnesota Wild GM Bill Guerin, but Suter should be back on 
the phone soon fielding offers from contenders. He’s not the 
all-around dominator he was in his prime, especially on the 
defensive side of the puck, but he could still provide useful 
middle-pair help on a contender and might only cost half his 
Minnesota AAV. 
 
10. BRANDON SAAD, LW, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $6,000,000 

Saad is attractive for teams wanting him to fill the same role 
he did in Colorado this past season: a win-now piece, 
responsible at both ends of the ice, fast, able to play in the 
middle six and contribute decent goal totals. He got 16 this 
season in 43 games while playing just 14 minutes or so per 
night, but that’s a trap: his shooting percentage was 
unsustainable at a league-leading 22.1, almost double his 
career mark of 11.9. 
 
11. TUUKKA RASK, G, 34 
2020-21 cap hit: $7,000,000 

The rise of prospect Jeremy Swayman pushes one of Rask 
and Jaroslav Halak out. Odds are it’s Halak. Rask only wants 
to play in Boston and won’t return to game action until winter 
2022 after undergoing hip surgery. He’ll thus never come 
cheaper. Disclaimer: he’d rank in the top five on this list if 
healthy. 

12. NICK FOLIGNO, LW, 33 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,500,000 
 
He was entrenched in the Columbus community thanks to 
his charity work and role as Blue Jackets captain. Does that 
mean he’ll return there after his stint as a trade-deadline 

rental with the Leafs? It depends on how badly Foligno 
craves a Stanley Cup run, as Columbus appears to be 
trending toward a rebuild. 

13. MIKAEL GRANLUND, LW, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,750,000 
 
Granlund may never reach the ceiling he was projected to 
have when he ripped up the Finnish Liiga a decade ago, but 
that’s OK. He’s still a skilled top-six forward who makes an 
underrated defensive impact. His most useful trait is his 
versatility. He can play any forward position if needed. 

14. TOMAS TATAR, LW, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,300,000 

The idea of Habs GM Marc Bergevin “having to choose” 
between Danault and Tatar is a distant memory. Tatar 
endured the worst season of his career and only dressed for 
five playoff games. With Montreal extending coach 
Dominique Ducharme’s contract, that’s it for Tatar as a Hab. 
Each game he sat in the playoffs felt like it eroded a few 
more bucks off his value. It was terrible timing from his 
perspective, but it could make him a nice bargain. He was an 
elite play driver for multiple seasons alongside Danault and 
Brendan Gallagher. Tatar is hardly finished. 

15. DAVID SAVARD, D, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,250,000 
 
He’s big, rugged, shoots right-handed and was generally 
underrated as a shutdown defenseman, having spent his 
career in a relatively small market before Columbus dealt 
him to Tampa Bay at the deadline. He got better as the 
playoffs progressed and proved to literally be a “guy you win 
with.” He's far less under the radar with the championship 
glow on him now and has been linked to his hometown team: 
the Habs. 
 
16. ALEX GOLIGOSKI, D, 35 
2020-21 cap hit: $5,475,000 
 
He’s durable, he plays 22 minutes a night, he moves the 
puck pretty well…he’s just a safe veteran pickup at this stage 
of his career, even if it’s on a short-term deal. 

17. MIKE REILLY, D, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $1,500,000 
 
Reilly was a bright spot on a rebuilding Ottawa Senators 
team this past season, forming a net-positive pair with rookie 
Artem Zub, and Reilly was an extremely useful trade-
deadline acquisition for the Bruins as a left-shot puck-mover. 
He felt more like a fringe NHLer a few years ago but has 
established himself as a legitimate UFA target. 
 
18. PAUL STASTNY, C, 35 
2020-21 cap hit: $6,500,000 
 
Getting long in the tooth, but he still has a skill set plenty of 
teams need: intelligent, good on faceoffs, can center a 
scoring line and, as he’s shown this year, can transition 
successfully to the left wing as well. 
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19. RYAN MURRAY, D, 27 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,700,000 
 
Tough year for all Devils players, but Murray is still relatively 
young for a UFA, has a recent history as a respectable 
defensive defenseman and can skate. On a better team, he 
could be a handy middle-pair option. 
 
20. KEITH YANDLE, D, 34 
2020-21 cap hit: $6,350,000 

He’s not what he was in his prime, but if he’s used for 
sheltered third-pair duty and power-play work, he could still 
be a relative bargain. Think 2019-20 Kevin Shattenkirk. 

21. MIKE HOFFMAN, LW, 31 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,000,000 

Hoffman’s defensive shortcomings in 5-on-5 play are 
beginning to overshadow his goal-scoring skills, and he was 
healthy-scratched at times in St. Louis, but he still scored at 
a 27-goal pace if pro-rated to 82 games. He can bulge the 
twine as a power-play specialist, but he’s a risky team-
chemistry fit. 
 
22. PETR MRAZEK, G, 29 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,125,000 
 
‘Peter Erratic’ no more? In a small, injury-shortened sample 
this past season, he saved more goals above average per 60 
minutes than all but two goalies – Juuse Saros and Alex 
Nedeljkovic – among the 65 stoppers who played 300 or 
more minutes at 5-on-5. ‘Ned’ happened to be Mrazek’s 
teammate and appeared to cement himself as Carolina’s No. 
1…but wound up traded to Detroit. OK, then. Maybe Carolina 
circles back to Mrazek. 

23. NICK BONINO, C, 33 
2020-21 cap hit: $4,100,000 
 
He’s not a sexy pickup at this stage of his career, but he 
brings reliability in a middle-six assignment, ideally as a third-
liner. If he doesn’t catch on with a contender, perhaps a 
bottom feeder signs him short-term with the hope of flipping 
him at a future trade deadline. 
 
24. JONATHAN BERNIER, G, 32 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,000,000 
 
Bernier just completed a remarkable season, performing as 
one of the better netminders in the league despite facing, 
statistically, the most challenging workload in the NHL at 5-
on-5. Will the Canes sign him after acquiring him in the 
Nedeljkovic deal? The trade sure will look ugly if they don’t. 
 
25. ZACH PARISE, LW, 37 
2020-21 cap hit: $7,538,462 
 
Parise’s value changes drastically now that we don’t have to 
view him through the lens of his massive contract. If he’s 
willing to sign an “old guy” deal around the league-minimum 
with performance bonuses, he’ll generate plenty of interest. 
He can still score a bit if he’s playing down in the lineup as a 
luxury bottom-sixer a-la Jason Spezza and Corey Perry. 

 
26. MICHAEL BUNTING, LW, 25 
2020-21 cap hit: $737,500 

Anyone has to tread carefully when a 25-year-old scores 10 
goals in 21 games, converting an unsustainable 26.1 percent 
of his shots, but the unpredictability will probably be baked 
into Bunting’s price. He won’t cost enough to qualify as an 
actual gamble. That’s the good news about his sample size 
being so small. 
 
27. BRANDON MONTOUR, D, 27 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,850,000 
 
He’s relatively young, he can move the puck, he naturally 
looked much better after his trade from Buffalo to Florida, 
and his overall price should be reasonable since his time as 
a Sabre suppressed his overall numbers. There’s potential 
value here. 
 
28. CASEY CIZIKAS, C, 30 
2020-21 cap hit: $3,350,000 
 
The challenge with players like Cizikas: at his age and with 
his established track record as an excellent No. 4 center who 
kills penalties and faces tough competition, he’s now a “big 
name” checker. Do you pay him several million a year or 
replace him with a younger grinder for a fraction of the price? 
 
29. JAKE MCCABE, D, 27 
2020-21 cap hit: $2,850,000 
 
He’s overlooked because he played just 13 games this 
season, but full marks to my pal Dom Luszczyszyn at The 
Athletic for shedding light on just how effective McCabe has 
been defensively on a terrible team playing with a weak 
partner. McCabe might be available at a third-pair price but 
could deliver middle-pair effectiveness. 

30. MATTIAS JANMARK, LW, 28 
2020-21 cap hit: $2,250,000 
 
Like Granlund, Janmark brings a Swiss Army Knife skill set. 
The Golden Knights have used him at all three forward 
positions and on both special teams. So he’s a 
complementary option if a contender needs depth. Or he 
could play higher in the lineup on a weaker team. 

Other prominent 2021 UFAs to watch: Dominik Kahun, 
Alexander Wennberg, Ryan Getzlaf, Derek Forbort, Joel 
Armia, Jujhar Khaira, Damir Zhafyarov, Dmitrij Jaskin, Jani 
Hakanpaa, Alexander Edler, Frederik Andersen, Jaroslav 
Halak, Erik Haula, Zdeno Chara, Nikita Gusev, Tyler Bozak, 
Bobby Ryan, Travis Hamonic, Joe Thornton, Erik 
Gustafsson, Sami Vatanen, James Reimer, Eric Staal, 
Devan Dubnyk, Jason Demers, Alex Galchenyuk, Ian Cole, 
Marcus Johansson, Jordan Martinook, Travis Zajac, Alex 
Chiasson, Luke Glendening, Linus Ullmark, Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare, Jordan Oesterle, Antti Raanta,, Mathieu 
Perreault, Jimmy Vesey, Ryan Dzingel, Brandon Sutter, 
Derek Stepan, Josh Leivo, Derek Ryan , Corey Perry, Artem 
Anisimov, Michael Frolik, David Rittich, Laurent Brossoit, 
Zach Bogosian, Dmitry Kulikov, Jon Merrill, Riley Nash, 
Travis Boyd, Tucker Poolman, Jordie Benn, Derick Brassard, 
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Kurtis Gabriel, Marcus Sorensen, Tomas Nosek, Brock 
McGinn, Cedric Paquette, Vinnie Hinostroza, Michael Del 
Zotto, Andrew Cogliano, Erik Gudbranson, Sean Kuraly, 

Cody Ceci, Darren Helm, Mikko Lehtonen, Evan Rodrigues, 
Frederick Gaudreau, Jake Virtanen, Ryan Donato

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes extend qualifying offers to five players 

Svechnikov and Foegele were among the names that 
received qualifying offers from the Hurricanes on Monday. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes announced on Monday that the 
team has extended qualifying offers to five restricted free 
agents ahead of the NHL’s qualifying offer deadline. 

Forwards Andrei Svechnikov, Warren Foegele, and Egor 
Korshkov, defenseman Maxime Lajoie, and goalie Dylan 
Wells all received qualifying offers, which means they will all 
remain under team control as the offseason progresses. 

Korshkov, who played the 2020-21 season in the KHL with 
Lokomotiv Yaroslavl, had his NHL rights acquired by 

Carolina when the Canes flipped Alex Galchenyuk from the 
Senators to the Maple Leafs last season. 

The Canes acquired Wells via trade from the Oilers for 
expansion draft purposes earlier this summer. 

Foegele, Korshkov, and Lajoie are all arbitration-eligible this 
offseason. 

Goalie Jeremy Helvig, a 2016 draft pick who was arrested in 
Florida on a battery charge (dating violence) in March of 
2020, was the only restricted free agent who did not receive 
a qualifying offer from the team. He will be an unrestricted 
free agent when free agency opens up on Wednesday at 
noon EST.

 

 

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253035148.html 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-focus-on-value-over-flash-in-nhl-draft/19791109/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/experts-praise-canes-2021-draft-class/c-325811252 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-qualifying-offers-extended-to-restricted-free-agents/c-325819478 
https://www.nhl.com/news/top-free-agent-defensemen-available/c-325629728 

https://www.nhl.com/news/jack-eichel-status-among-nhl-free-agency-questions/c-325816372 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/07/26/nhl-power-rankings-updated-look-at-2021-free-agent-rankings/ 

https://www.si.com/hockey/news/the-top-30-unrestricted-free-agents-of-2021 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/26/22594758/carolina-hurricanes-extend-qualifying-offers-five-players-svechnikov-foegele-lajoie-korshkov-

wells 
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The Athletic / Finding the next Anthony Duclair: 10 non-tendered NHL 
players worth targeting in free agency 

 

By Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal Jul 27, 2021  

 

The qualifying offer deadline wasn’t always such a robust source of 
secondary free-agent market talent. 

The flat cap era has ushered in a ton of change for the professional 
hockey business, however, and one of the most dramatic changes we’ve 
seen is how high the bar is these days for teams to tender a qualifying 
offer to arbitration-eligible restricted free agents. 

In order for a team to maintain its right of first refusal on a restricted 
player this offseason, it had to tender that restricted player a qualifying 
offer by 5 p.m. Eastern time Monday. Failure to do so results in the team 
forfeiting those rights. Any player who went unqualified is a pending 
unrestricted free agent, eligible to be signed to a standard player contract 
rather than an offer sheet when the market opens Wednesday. 

As it all played out Monday, an awful lot of talent shook loose across the 
NHL. So far CapFriendly.com has confirmed 21 players who appeared in 
at least one NHL game last season who were non-tendered by Monday’s 
deadline — including nine players who recorded at least 10 points. And 
the list continues to grow Monday evening as additional non-tendered 
players are confirmed. 

These days if a player isn’t a bona fide top-six or top-four piece, if they 
have arbitration rights and if their qualifying offer is north of $1 million, 
they’re in danger of going non-tendered at the qualifying offer deadline. 
It’s no longer a surprise when a useful player who meets this criteria — 
like a Nick Ritchie, a Danton Heinen or a Pius Suter — isn’t tendered a 
qualifying offer, so much as it’s a surprise when a useful third-line calibre 
player like Artturi Lehkonen or Warren Foegele is tendered one! 

In our flat cap years, the secondary market has become a legitimate 
source of unrestricted free-agent talent for savvy teams to mine. Look no 
further than the tale of talented offensive winger Anthony Duclair, who 
wasn’t qualified ahead of the deadline last offseason by the Ottawa 
Senators, signed a bargain basement deal with the Florida Panthers and 
proceeded to score at a 60-point per 82 game pace in a top-six role. 

Duclair’s contributions helped the Panthers to a dynamite season, their 
best regular season in franchise history, and he just signed a lucrative 
extension for three years this past week. 

Among the players who were unqualified as Monday’s deadline passed, 
who is the best bet to emerge as this offseason’s version of Duclair? 
Here are 10 players your favourite team should be considering on the 
secondary market when the free-agent frenzy begins Wednesday. 

(Note: There are stragglers being confirmed as the evening rolls along, 
and we may update this list if one of the teams that has yet to announce 
its qualifying offers non-tenders a major contributor).  

1. Pius Suter 

There are few NHL teams that mine European talent outside of the draft 
better than the Chicago Blackhawks. Suter, who the club inked to a one-
year deal at $925,000 last year, is just the latest example. 

After being decimated by key centre injuries to Jonathan Toews and 
Kirby Dach, Chicago stuck Suter down the middle and he delivered with 
surprisingly promising results. The 25-year-old Swiss forward notched 14 
goals and 27 points through 55 games, the equivalent of a 21-goal, 40-
point pace over 82 games. 

Prospective buyers probably can’t count on that level of production to 
stick — he was handed outsized opportunity and unquestionably 
benefitted from centering Patrick Kane and Alex DeBrincat — but there’s 
still a lot to like about him as a potential middle-six contributor. 

Suter can play with pace despite not being exceptionally fast and he’s got 
a well-rounded offensive skill set. His top asset is the way he processes 
the game in the offensive zone and reads off his linemates to find open 
seams as both a passer and finisher. He also brings solid play-driving 
value with five-on-five numbers that were strong at both ends of the ice 
on a relative basis. 

Beyond the offensive value, Suter also brings a ton of versatility. He can 
play all three forward positions and was a quick study in terms of 
seamlessly adapting to any role the Blackhawks thrust him into. Suter 
even provided spot duty on the penalty kill on occasion. 

There’s nothing especially dynamic about Suter’s game and the 
production likely won’t be as fruitful as it was this year, but he’s a handy 
player who can add value in multiple roles for a team’s middle-six. 

2. Nick Ritchie 

If there’s one thing this offseason’s moves have reinforced, it’s that 
teams still treasure physical players who are hard to play against. 
There’s no player on this list who fits that bill better than Ritchie, a hard-
nosed power forward whom the Bruins decided not to qualify. 

Ritchie owns a robust physical profile and can bury the puck in the back 
of the net at an auspicious rate — the 0.68 goals per 60 minutes he’s 
registered at five-on-five over the past three seasons checks out at a low-
end second line pace. This year, he registered a career-high 15 goals in 
56 games. 

Teams have to be careful not to overpay him based on that production, 
though. The 25-year-old left-winger was in a cushy spot for Boston where 
he averaged a career-high 15:22 and received ample first-unit power-
play time during the first half of the season. 

Ritchie was bumped down the depth chart following the trade deadline 
acquisition of Taylor Hall and his production suffered dramatically upon 
having less help around him. The 2014 10th pick scored 10 goals and 20 
points in 39 games before Hall arrived. After Hall’s addition, Ritchie 
chipped in with a much more modest six goals and 10 points in 28 games 
between the end of the regular season and playoffs. 

There’s also the matter of his bad habit of consistently putting his team 
short-handed with undisciplined penalties. 

Still, there’s positive value to be found in how Ritchie drives offence and 
teams will certainly value the toughness and power forward style he 
brings. At the right price, he could be an attractive third-line wing option 
for a team looking to beef up and add finishing. 
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3. David Kampf 

There isn’t a ton of offensive pop to Kampf’s game, but he ticks a ton of 
boxes for any team in the market for a fourth-line centre. 

Kampf and the Blackhawks are still engaged in contract talks and could 
come to an agreement, according to The Athletic’s Scott Powers. If the 
Czech-born defensive pivot hits the open market Wednesday, however, 
expect there to be a fair number of suitors of his services. 

The 26-year-old pivot is a reliable faceoff winner, led all Blackhawks 
forwards in penalty killing ice time by over 40 minutes this past season 
and while his offensive production was non-existent — just one goal in 56 
games played in 2021 — he’s still a decent bet to be a 10-goal fourth-line 
centre, capable of logging a ton of penalty killing minutes and giving any 
teams star players 10 to 11 five-on-five minutes of relatively worry-free 
rest per game. 

There’s value in that, at the right price. And in a free-agent market with 
very few centre options, Kampf should have a decent market. 

4. Ondrej Kase 

If Kase is healthy, he’s an absolute stud. 

A few years back, Kase was widely seen as a can’t miss breakout 
candidate. He was one of the NHL’s best, young volume shooting 
wingers. He drove play. He had a rangy, physical assertiveness to his 
game. 

Over the past few years, however, Kase has dealt with a repetitive 
succession of concussions, appearing in only 88 games over the past 
three seasons. 

There’s no question that Kase has significant game. With the Boston 
Bruins this past season, the club started him out on the top-six, and it’s 
not as if the Bruins don’t have a ton of other good options upfront from 
which to choose. It says a lot about his upside. 

Unfortunately, Kase’s season lasted only three games. He left Boston’s 
third game of the season in the second period after being caught high by 
a Miles Wood hit away from the puck. 

Unqualified on Monday, the question for teams considering making Kase 
an offer this offseason has nothing to do with his undeniable talent level 
and everything to do with his potential durability. If Kase is healthy and 
able to stay healthy, he could be a top-of-the-lineup calibre contributor. 

It’s a big if, but there’s a ton of potential upside. 

5. Danton Heinen 

Non-tendered on Monday by the Anaheim Ducks, Heinen is a versatile 
winger who excels on the penalty kill and can handle being deployed in a 
matchup role without hurting his team. 

Hailing from Langely, B.C., Heinen isn’t likely to return to the 45-plus 
point form that he flashed for the Bruins as a rookie back in 2017-18, at 
least not without significant power-play ice time, but he’s a competent 
third-line rate scorer at evens — his five-on-five scoring rates over the 
past three seasons compare roughly with those of Rickard Rakell, Bo 
Horvat and Jesperi Kotkaniemi — with some serious special team utility. 
He’s also got the ability to move up the lineup in the pinch, even if he’s 
not ideally suited to filling the role of an everyday second-line player on a 
contending team. 

In the right environment, with the right linemates, Heinen could be a 
useful third-line addition for a team pressed up against the salary cap 
and in need of useful depth and penalty killing ability. 

6. Dominik Kahun 

In some ways, Kahun profiles similarly to Suter as a versatile, 
unspectacular middle-six contributor. Like Suter, Kahun is on the thinner 
side at 5-foot-11, 175 pounds and he’s not exactly a speedster. That may 

scare some teams off, but Kahun’s all-around skill and offensive 
intelligence can be helpful in a number of spots in an NHL lineup. 

Kahun definitely didn’t have a banner year for the Oilers last season but 
he’s chipped in with 34 goals and 83 points in 186 career NHL games, 
which translates to a 15-goal, 36 point pace over an 82 game season. It’s 
also worth noting that nearly all of that production has come at even 
strength where he’s historically been a very efficient producer. Over the 
last three seasons, he’s scored 1.88 points per hour at five-on-five, a 
legitimate second-line rate that ranks just outside the top-100 forwards in 
the NHL during that timeframe. 

That’s fairly solid secondary scoring, especially when one considers how 
cheap he’ll be on the heels of a down year in Edmonton. 

Kahun hasn’t been an especially strong play-driver in his career but it’s 
worth noting that he’s faced unusually tough matchups. Perhaps there’s 
an opportunity for him to feast on softer competition if he’s deployed in a 
more sheltered role. 

The fact that he can play all three forward positions is a crucial bonus. 

Teams shouldn’t expect Kahun to produce at the top-end of their roster 
— Edmonton learned that lesson this year — but there could be surplus 
value to be found in him as a cheap bottom-six scorer. 

7. Ryan Donato 

Donato, 25, is a really talented — if undersized — offensive centremen. 
While he’s yet to find a full-time NHL home and has gone through three 
organizations in his young career so far, there’s really no question that 
he’s got the ability to be a legitimate power-play threat and supporting 
goal scorer in the right situation. 

Part of the reason Donato is likely to change teams for the fourth time 
this offseason is that there are holes in his game as a two-way piece. 
Talent evaluators in the industry have occasionally been left cold by the 
lack of consistency in his work rate also. 

That sort of one-dimensional profile is far from ideal, but at the right price 
point on the right team, Donato can be a useful middle-six player and 
power-play specialist, capable of providing top-six injury insurance in a 
pinch and some thrust to a team’s offensive depth. 

The price point is key because while Donato is a credible second-line 
goal-scoring threat and GSVA likes him to be a top-nine calibre 
contributor overall for a couple of additional seasons, Donato’s 
contributions are more likely to be maximized if he can slot into the right 
situation on a deep team affordably. 

The template here is probably Sam Gagner’s 2016-17 season with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. Gagner logged fourth-line ice time at five-on-five 
that season, but was a key triggerman for the Blue Jackets’ first power-
play unit, racking up 18 power-play points and 50 total points on a 
bargain-basement contract. There’s potential for Donato to have a similar 
impact if a team is able to slot him into the right situation as a designated 
hitter of sorts — the far too rarely seen bottom-six power-play specialist. 

8. Evgeny Svechnikov 

Sometimes players just need a fresh start. That’s what the hope is for 
Svechnikov, who’s endured a difficult six seasons in the Detroit Red 
Wings’ system after being drafted 19th in 2015. 

Svechnikov owned a promising scoring profile in the QMJHL and had a 
very solid 20 goals and 51 points in 74 AHL games in his draft-plus two 
seasons but injuries have sidetracked his development since. The 
Russian right-winger missed the entire 2018-19 season after suffering an 
ACL injury in a preseason game. He’s bounced between the AHL and 
NHL for various stints over the past few seasons and just hasn’t been 
able to find consistency. 

That said, Svechnikov possesses an intriguing offensive toolbox. He’s 
got a quality shot, decent puck skills, good size and could pop if he can 
improve his skating. In his most recent cup of coffee in the NHL, he 
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produced a reasonable eight points in 21 games. Those skills, in addition 
to his pedigree and prior scoring track record, may make him worth a roll 
of the dice for a team looking to add cheap scoring depth. 

9. Jayce Hawryluk 

Hawryluk’s boxcar stats are nothing to write home about, but he flashed 
potential in Vancouver as the kind of inexpensive winger that can reliably 
take shifts on a fourth line. 

Hawryluk’s anticipation, above-average wheels and active stick helped 
him break up plays on the forecheck and pick off passes in the neutral 
zone. He’s not afraid to use his frame to cause havoc on the forecheck 
and can get under the skin of the opposition with the way he battles on 
the inside and in front of the net. There’s limited offensive upside but he 
showed the affinity to make the kind of subtle plays that can help 
advance play. 

That impact certainly surfaced in his play-driving numbers which reveal 
his defensive value in suppressing shots and high danger chances. 
Hawryluk’s relative to teammate impact on preventing expected goals 
against was second-best among Canucks forwards last season. 

He wasn’t used as a regular penalty killer in Vancouver, but based on his 
intelligent two-way game, he’s a good bet to have success in a stationary 
defensive role if called on. If a team thinks he can do that, there’s no 
questioning there’s value in his game as a pesky, responsible winger 
who drives defensive results. 

10. Jujhar Khaira 

Khaira is a versatile fourth-line player, a useful heavyweight flank who 
can lineup at centre or wing, provide the physical presence teams always 
want from their energy lines and log a regular shift while playing a 
reliable defensive game. 

Khaira isn’t a productive offensive piece — 10 goals and 20 points is 
probably his absolute ceiling, production-wise — and he’s only 
accomplished that once in his four seasons of regular NHL duty. That 
other combination of factors — the size, the versatility, the defensive 
game — is going to be enough to generate real interest on the open 
market. And it should. 
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Well, that was a week. 

Seven days ago, we were mulling over the just-released protected lists 
for an upcoming expansion draft and trying to figure out how many teams 
had already cut side deals with the Kraken. One week later, we’ve seen 
what Seattle did (and didn’t do), watched an entry draft and seen about a 
half-dozen legitimately big trades. It was not a boring week. 

Are you surprised? That’s always a fun question at this time of year, 
because while big moves always happen, they’re often expected. But 
every now and then, something catches us completely off guard, and 
those are often the moves that end up being the most memorable. 

So today, let’s break out a gimmick we used a few years ago, back in the 
before times: the Surprise Scale, where we go through some of the 
biggest stories of the last few days and try to figure out how shocking 
each one actually was. As the hockey world takes a breath and gets 

ready for more action in the week to come, here are the stories from the 
last week that may or may not have caught you off guard. 

The Kraken (mostly) avoid the big names 

There was plenty of star power available to Seattle, at least in terms of 
name value. They had a shot at Carey Price, Vladimir Tarasenko, Mark 
Giordano, plus early access to unrestricted free agents like Gabriel 
Landeskog and Dougie Hamilton. The Flyers dangled James van 
Riemsdyk and Jakub Voracek while the Predators offered Ryan 
Johansen or Matt Duchene. Jonathan Quick, Matt Murray and Braden 
Holtby were options in net and Max Domi or even P.K. Subban were 
possibilities. If you wanted to, you could have put together a dream roster 
of big names. 

Ron Francis apparently didn’t want to, because he didn’t take any of 
those players except for Giordano. Other than plucking the Flames 
captain, the biggest names from Wednesday’s draft were probably 
Jordan Eberle and maybe Yanni Gourde. Several players taken were 
guys some of us had never heard of. 

Was that a surprise? A little bit, sure — our final mock draft had Seattle 
rolling the dice on Landeskog and van Riemsdyk. But the Kraken were 
never going to go crazy on big names, especially when most of them are 
long past their peak. Recreating the 2016 all-star team doesn’t help much 
in 2021 and the Kraken were too smart for that plan, even if it would have 
been all sorts of fun for the rest of us to watch them try 

Surprise scale: 30/100. And besides, we all knew that the real value in 
the expansion draft would come from all the teams Seattle would 
squeeze in their side deals … 

The Kraken don’t make any side deals 

Oh. 

Yeah, I just don’t get this. I’ve ranted a bit on Twitter about it, and I’ve 
heard the counterarguments. The rest of the league was always going to 
learn some lessons from Vegas, and wouldn’t want to overpay like they 
did in 2017. The timid teams were going to be so scared that they 
wouldn’t even pick up the phone when Francis called. And with years to 
prepare, smart teams had already positioned themselves well, so they 
weren’t scared of losing a player. 

All of that is true enough, and it was a good reason to expect that the 
Kraken weren’t going to be able to reap the kind of harvest that the 
Golden Knights did. There wasn’t going to be a Shea Theodore available. 
They weren’t going to swing side deals with 10 different teams. 

But … zero? Not one? That just doesn’t make sense. And when you mix 
in just one minor post-draft deal — Tyler Pitlick to Calgary for a fourth — 
it all feels like a major missed opportunity for Seattle. The expansion draft 
is literally a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for your franchise, and working 
the trade front is a big part of that. It sounds like Francis misread the 
initial market, then couldn’t (or wouldn’t) adjust. 

Surprise scale: 90/100. It’s too early to pass judgment on the Kraken 
overall, because they still have a ton of cap space and we need to see 
how they use it. If we get to Wednesday and they’re announcing the 
signing of guys like Hamilton or Landeskog (or both) or weaponizing their 
cap room to land big picks or prospects from teams that are desperate 
for space, great. Nobody will care that they didn’t get mid-round picks on 
expansion day. Let’s give them some credit and see how it plays out, but 
for now, the lack of trade action is surprising. 

Oh, one more expansion point … 

Every expansion pick gets spoiled 

The Kraken handed in their list on Wednesday morning, at which point it 
was apparently immediately handed off to all the insiders, who passed it 
on to you. We knew most of the names by noon, and all of them well 
before the big made-for-TV unveiling. And some people were very mad 
about this. 
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Surprise scale: 10/100. The NHL could have kept the list a secret or even 
let the Kraken turn it in minutes before the show went to air. But the 
league decided that it didn’t want the selected players to find out from a 
TV show and gave everyone time to spread the news. That’s fair, but it 
meant that picks being spoiled was basically a sure thing, just like had 
happened with Vegas. I’ll give a few points for the sheer volume of 
spoiled picks, since I didn’t think the insiders would go 30-for-30. But they 
did, and that’s fine, because they’re reporters and not PR people for the 
league’s big TV show. If you follow a bunch of hockey reporters and then 
got mad at them for reporting news, that’s on you. 

The trade market blows up 

We knew there were a few big names on the market, and we knew there 
was a chance that at least a few would move in the window between 
expansion and the entry draft. But not many of us were ready for how big 
names were moved over the course of 48 hours. Honestly, it was pretty 
great. 

Surprise scale: 75/100. Hey, look at that, I guess NHL GMs actually 
doing their job isn’t too difficult after all. 

Let’s talk through some of the specific deals … 

The Flyers remake their blue line 

They’d already landed Ryan Ellis in a pre-expansion deal. But Chuck 
Fletcher wasn’t done, dumping Shayne Gostisbehere on the Coyotes and 
then using that space to bring in Rasmus Ristolainen from Buffalo. Add it 
all up, and the moves cost a ton, including a first and two seconds. And 
we’re not completely sure that the moves even make them any better — 
the reviews of the Ristolainen deal were not kind, to put it mildly, and 
there’s an argument to be made that he isn’t significantly better than 
Gostisbehere. 

Surprise scale: 85/100. There was a time when you could count on the 
Flyers to do something crazy every offseason, and it’s nice to have that 
energy back in our lives. We knew Fletcher would make moves, but I’m 
not sure anybody expected the price tag to look like that. And I’m 
awarding a few bonus points because the Ristolainen deal gave Sabres 
fans something to be happy about, and these days not much can be 
more surprising than that. 

The Blackhawks land Seth Jones 

They traded for him and then extended him, and neither move was 
cheap. The trade cost them next year’s first, a good young player in 
Adam Boqvist and a swap of first-rounders on Friday, while the extension 
clocked in at a $9.5 million cap hit through 2030 after this final year of his 
current deal. That’s the sort of price you pay to lock in a Norris front-
runner, and there’s a lot of debate over whether Jones is still in that 
category. He’s 26, so this isn’t exactly a team mortgaging their future on 
an asset in decline. But it’s also not any kind of a discount, and given 
how little leverage the Blue Jackets seemed to have, that feels 
surprising. As Mark Lazerus put it, the Hawks were all but bidding against 
themselves, and still lost. 

Surprise scale: 60/100. We knew the Blue Jackets were going to have to 
move Jones, and Chicago had been the leading destination for a while 
now. And we all know that when teams traded for big names, the shiny 
new toy syndrome kicks in and they almost always overpay on the 
subsequent extension. So in one sense, you could say this all played out 
about as we should have expected. Still, it was one thing to predict the 
move, and another to see it actually play out the way it did. 

The Canucks commit to Oliver Ekman-Larsson 

The old cliche says that the team that gets the best player wins the trade, 
and this deal saw the Canucks get the best two while also clearing out 
three of their worst contracts. Easy win, right? Sure, as long as you don’t 
bother clicking on Ekman-Larsson’s CapFriendly page and … oh no, now 
you’re sad. 

So yeah, the Canucks dumped three contracts that were undeniably bad 
but were also expiring in 2022 to land one that might be worse and has 

six years left. That doesn’t seem ideal, and a cynic might suggest that it’s 
a classic case of a GM making a trade for short-term gain while knowing 
he probably won’t be around for the long-term pain. And that’s assuming 
there is short-term gain, given Ekman-Larsson just turned 30 and hasn’t 
been a difference-maker in years. 

Not surprisingly, the Canucks got ripped for the move. I don’t think I’m 
quite as pessimistic as my colleagues, since I like Conor Garland a lot 
and I do think there’s a non-zero chance that Ekman-Larsson has a bit of 
a rebound early in his Vancouver tenure. But this contract was already 
one of the worst in the league, and even with some salary retained, it 
might be topping the list within a few years. 

Surprise scale: 75/100. My take here was all about the Canucks’ 
perspective, but great work by Arizona to dump a bad contract and get a 
high pick in the process. 

The Hurricanes trade their goalie 

For the last few years, the Hurricanes have seemed like they were one 
good goaltender away from moving to the top of the contenders list. This 
year, they seemed to find him, as Alex Nedeljkovic emerged as one of 
the season’s unexpected success stories. So of course they traded him 
to the Red Wings for a third-round pick and a veteran UFA they might not 
keep. 

Did it make sense? Not if you think Nedeljkovic’s breakout was the real 
thing, which not everyone does. The weird piece here was the money 
aspect, with reports that Carolina didn’t want to get stuck with a big 
arbitration award followed by Nedeljkovic immediately signing what 
seems like a low-risk contract with the Wings. Did the Hurricanes just get 
cheap? Did they not believe in their own player? Is there a Plan B in goal 
that we don’t know about? Sara Civian broke it down in the aftermath of 
the deal, but there are still more questions than answers. 

Surprise scale: 50/100. Carolina fans sure seemed surprised, and more 
than a little confused. But the Hurricanes are apparently going to have a 
question mark in net until the sun explodes, and we need to just accept it. 

(While we’re on the Hurricanes, I don’t think Hamilton heading to the UFA 
market can qualify as a surprise at this point. Neither can the exit of Jake 
Bean, although maybe getting a pick for him instead of losing him in the 
expansion draft qualifies.) 

Hey look, it’s a (mostly) hockey trade! 

Jakub Voracek for Cam Atkinson was a one-for-one trade involving two 
guys of a similar age and similar money left on their deals. While the Blue 
Jackets are in the middle of an overhaul and the deal was at least partly 
about the Flyers saving some immediate cap space, this was still mostly 
an old-fashioned one-for-one hockey trade. 

Those sorts of deals used to happen fairly often, but they’ve become a 
rarity in the cap era. It was genuinely cool to see one play out, especially 
involving two reasonably big names. The best part is that now we can 
spend the next few years declaring winners and losers in this trade 
based on which forward had the most recent multi-point game. 

Surprise scale: 141. Yeah, we’re doing number puns, I go on vacation 
next week and my brain is fried, deal with it. 

Zach Hyman to the Oilers, but not yet 

Once it became clear that Hyman was leaving Toronto, the Oilers almost 
made too much sense. And for once, it’s probably even smart for a team 
to overcommit on term, even if it’s all but guaranteed that the deal 
eventually ages poorly. The window with Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl is open now, and Hyman is a great addition who checks just 
about every box they’re looking for. 

The only intrigue left was whether the Leafs and Oilers would work out a 
deal that would see Toronto “sign” Hyman to an eight-year deal with a 
lower cap hit before trading him to Edmonton. That could still happen, but 
sounds unlikely, with the two teams unable to agree on fair 
compensation. You can see both sides — the Leafs shouldn’t be doing 
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any favors for a fellow team unless it’s worth their while, and the Oilers 
can just wait a few days and get Hyman for nothing as a UFA (albeit at a 
higher cap hit). 

Surprise scale: 25/100. We’ll get a sign-and-trade someday, hockey fans. 
Just apparently not this year. 

The Sabres make two big trades, but neither involve Jack Eichel 

Three things we knew about the Sabres heading into the offseason: They 
wanted to trade Ristolainen, they probably had to trade Sam Reinhart 
and they were definitely trading Jack Eichel. 

So far, they’re two for three, thanks to a big win in that Ristolainen deal 
we already covered and a decent trade that sent Reinhart to Florida for a 
first and a prospect. Then we got to see Kevyn Adams try to bluff as if an 
Eichel deal wasn’t a lock. He wasn’t very convincing, but you can’t blame 
a guy for trying, if only to try to conjure up some leverage. This one could 
drag on all summer, especially if teams are nervous about Eichel’s health 
status. 

Surprise scale: 40/100. Did you like how that last sentence was blatantly 
trying to reverse-jinx the deal into existence this week? I figured you 
would. 

The Avs extend Cale Makar, but not Gabriel Landeskog or Philipp 
Grubauer 

Is it weird that a team that just about everyone thinks is one of the best in 
the league is days away from seeing both their captain and starting 
goalie hit the UFA market? It’s weird, right? 

Probably, but nobody seems to be panicking, because Joe Sakic is good 
at this. He says he’s “hopeful” that both deals can get done, and Avs fans 
are too. There’s still time, but not much, and the clock is ticking. 

As for Makar, it’s not easy to give a guy one of the most expensive 
second contracts ever and still have just about everyone call it a bargain, 
but as you may have heard, Joe Sakic is good at this. 

Surprise scale: 50/100. But add 10 points for each day that goes by 
without either guy signed. 

Finally, let’s wrap this up with the entry draft … 

The Sabres take Owen Power 

It was the right pick, but any suspense that had been lingering was 
mostly gone by draft night. That’s fine, since we still got more intrigue 
around the top of the draft than we usually get, but here’s hoping we get 
a genuine question mark at the top of a draft someday. 

Surprise scale: 10/100. There were minor surprises over the next eight 
picks, especially if we count Jack Hughes starting to twitch when his 
brother got picked, but nothing really shocking. For that, we had to wait 
for … 

The Senators go off the board 

The first genuinely surprising moment of the draft came when the 
Senators reached at No. 10 for Tyler Boucher, a power forward that most 
lists had outside the first round. They kept throwing curveballs for most of 
the weekend, as Ian Mendes explains, with a focus on grit and compete 
level over skill. Their explanation fell back on the tried and trued “we 
know something you don’t know” approach, and yeah, they might. At the 
very least, they kept us on our toes. 

Surprise scale: 50/100. Some team always has a surprise up their 
sleeve, although it’s rarely the Senators, as they’ve had a lot of success 
at the draft. We should probably give them some benefit of the doubt 
based on the past success, but their weekend was weird. 

From there, we got a fairly typical first round, with a few names dropping, 
a few reaches, a handful of trades involving picks and your team 
grabbing a guy they couldn’t believe was still there. Then, just as we 

were all ready to pack it in, we got one more moment we have to talk 
about … 

The Canadiens draft Logan Mailloux 

Let’s be clear: Marc Bergevin owns this. 

He may not want to. He may think he won’t have to. Maybe he figures the 
PR statement the team had at the ready would be enough or that any 
heat would last a few days and then fade or that he’d be off the hook as 
long as Mailloux plays well. If so, I’m betting he’s wrong. This is his pick, 
his decision to derail the first round with a moment that embarrassed a 
franchise that had so much to be proud of this year. 

You know the details by now, or you should, and you know Mailloux had 
asked the league not to draft him. We can argue about second chances 
and when they should apply and to who, but that wasn’t even up for 
debate in this case, because the player himself made it clear that he 
didn’t want to be drafted. That should have been the end of it. Even if 
Mailloux’s request was just an attempt at damage control, he was 
acknowledging that he had a long road ahead of him before he’d be 
worthy of hearing his name called by an NHL team. Then the Canadiens 
told him “Nah, you’re good.” 

It doesn’t matter how many self-important statements the team makes 
about Mailloux and his personal journey. It doesn’t matter if other teams 
were ready to pick him too, and apparently there were several. It doesn’t 
matter if Montreal’s assistant GM can string together an explanation of 
what the team was thinking, although for the record he couldn’t. 

What matters is that the Canadiens embarrassed themselves and the 
league, and Bergevin is going to own that. There are probably some fans 
out there who think it will all be worth it if Mailloux turns out to be a star. 
We can only assume Bergevin does too. But he’s wrong, and as Arpon 
Basu wrote, the GM and his team should be ashamed. 

Surprise scale: Surprise over an NHL team putting their precious draft list 
and depth chart ahead of any consideration of a young victim or the 
message they’d be sending their fan base and the wider hockey world? 
Not anywhere near as surprised as I wish I were. 
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The Athletic / The case for abolishing the NHL Draft: ‘I don’t think it’s that 
crazy’ 

 

By Joshua Kloke Jul 26, 2021  

 

This idea began to take shape, as many ideas do, at a bar. 

In the spring of 2016, an English friend told me he wanted to better 
understand the NHL. I invited him to the Monarch Tavern in Toronto to 
watch multiple playoff games. 

Sometime around the second pint, my friend peered across the multiple 
screens and asked: “Hey, where are the Canadian teams?”  

For the first time in 46 years, I pointed out, no Canadian team had made 
the playoffs.  

“That doesn’t make any sense,” he replied. “I thought Canada had the 
best hockey players in the world. Why wouldn’t the teams full of 
Canadians be in the playoffs?”  

“Canadian players don’t always play for Canadian teams,” I told him. 
“They get drafted to teams throughout the United States, too.”  

“Drafted?”  
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The playoff action became secondary as I explained the concept of a 
draft to someone who grew up in a different sporting ecosystem, in which 
the best soccer players usually begin playing for their hometown team 
and then enjoy more freedom to sign with the teams of their choosing.  

My friend refused to believe the draft had any merit and echoed a 
sentiment I’d long had, yet kept tucked away in the face of traditional 
hockey culture: Why don’t the best hockey players have any say where 
they spend most of their careers?  

For the next few years, I’d share this question quietly in bars and press 
boxes, but now, it feels like the question needs to be asked a little louder. 
The disappointed look on Connor McDavid’s face on the night of the 
2015 NHL Draft Lottery when he found out that he, a generational player, 
would be forced to play for a team with a history of questionable 
decision-making was evident. 

The player drafted after him, Jack Eichel, looks to be frustrated with his 
organization, raising questions about whether some of his best seasons 
have been wasted. Consider that alongside Eichel, Patrik Laine 
seemingly has yet to find the right home for his services and is on the 
trade block. Seth Jones was also on the block before a Friday trade to 
the Blackhawks and was followed by an eight-year extension. All three 
players were top 5 picks. 

If these players had the choice, is it possible they would have stopped 
before being drafted and asked, “Is this where I want to spend the best 
years of my career?” 

“Players are more empowered now,” said Dallas Stars general manager 
Jim Nill. “They’re more educated. Since they’ve been 12, 13 or 14, 
they’ve been travelling the world, they’ve had skill coaches, they’ve been 
trained to be hockey players. It’s a new generation. And there’s nothing 
wrong with that.” 

With that in mind, I called dozens of people throughout the hockey world 
to pitch a hypothetical but worthwhile idea: It’s time to abolish the NHL 
Draft. 

“It all depends on what parameters are put in place,” said Nill. “You’re not 
off the wall here.” 

I expected every one of these people to laugh at the concept.  

But one by one, as I laid out my plan and parameters, people started to 
see this idea as an opportunity to improve the lives of the best NHL 
players and push the league forward. 

“I don’t think it’s that crazy,” said an NHL executive. 

For the purposes of this argument, we’re using a hybrid draft model, 
which could better serve the players who are (hopefully) going to take the 
NHL into the future while also providing opportunities for a lower tier of 
players. The salary cap and standard entry-level contracts would remain 
in place. 

• Every year, there will be two phases of prospect acquisition: The priority 
selection, in which a player can declare for and then choose the team he 
wants to sign an ELC with. And a secondary six-round draft, with players 
who do not declare for the priority selection. Players selected in the 
secondary draft will be subject to existing rules for how long an NHL 
team controls their rights. 

• If a player who declares for the priority selection does not choose a 
team but is drafted in the secondary selection, the NHL team has a one-
year window to negotiate an ELC. If the player and team cannot agree on 
an ELC, the player is able to declare for the following season’s priority 
selection or secondary draft. 

• Every year, each NHL team would be allowed to select two players in 
the priority selection. If they choose more than one player, they would 
lose one of their selections the following season. 

• A team is not required to make a priority selection every year. 

• If a player declares for the priority selection but does not choose a 
team, he can declare for the secondary draft, or can declare for the 
following season’s priority selection. 

• NHL teams could still trade secondary draft picks and priority selection 
spots, though receiving teams have no guarantee they would get to 
utilize priority selections. 

Argument No. 1: Abolishing the draft allows the best young players to 
dictate the course of their career 

When I presented this idea to an NHL player, he quickly rebuffed: “If I 
were ever in a situation where I didn’t like where I was, I’d just grind it out 
as best I can, raise my stock and then I know further down the line, there 
is unrestricted free agency, right? That’s when the cream of the crop 
really get to choose. And that’s when you see all these teams putting 
together presentations because then it’s more of a sure thing.”  

His argument is one I heard in a variety of ways. Players waiting until 
they are 27 to hit unrestricted free agency to have a choice in their career 
is an institution in the NHL.  

“No one is bigger than the league,” said the player.  

I put the idea of abolishing the draft to a few highly-touted prospects in 
this year’s draft. Some said they hadn’t thought about it, but others, like 
8th overall pick Brandt Clarke, stressed that while they were happy with a 
draft, the idea is intriguing. 

“It would be cool to listen to teams,” said Clarke. “If a playoff team also 
wants to offer me a spot next year, that’d be a cool feeling. I’d already 
step in with a set squad and also have a significant role. But (with a draft) 
I’d be coming into a team that didn’t do great last season, but now I’m 
with younger guys and we can grow together and maybe be the 
powerhouse, in four, five years.” 

This speaks to a divide and leads to a natural question: Why should any 
player have to wait until the latter stages of his career to have the 
freedom to choose the team he wants to play for, and the city he wants to 
live in?   

Hockey’s physical nature means injuries constantly threaten a player’s 
career and their ability to even reach UFA status. 

The league also continues to skew younger. Abolishing the draft could 
empower the league’s best young players. Of the five most recent Hart 
Trophy finalists, only four of a possible 15 had hit UFA status. This year, 
all three finalists were 25 or younger. Seeing how important young 
players are to NHL teams made me wonder why teams aren’t pitching 
the best young prospects on what they can do for them, knowing how 
immediate an impact these prospects can make. Why should a player’s 
prime be spent under the control of a team he might not have faith in? 

A salary cap means NHL teams depend heavily on young players under 
team control. It’s bewildering that the most gifted young players are 
treated any differently than the most gifted doctors or computer 
programmers, who usually have the opportunity to weigh professional 
offers. 

“In every other industry, you can find the job that’s the best monetary, life 
or professional fit,” said an NHL agent. “The draft is very much a function 
and advantage of the teams and not of the player at all.” 

While players might be reluctant to admit frustration about the team they 
were drafted to, every agent I spoke to said they’ve had clients who 
wished they were drafted to a different team.  

But many people still shot back: What’s going to stop the NHL from 
becoming like European soccer leagues where a handful of teams 
always lay claim to the best players? 

Yet with a salary cap and entry-level contracts remaining in place, the 
parity that the NHL trumps as the great equalizer wouldn’t dissipate.  

“If you put the right framework in place,” an NHL executive said of the 
idea, “it polices itself.”  
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Without a draft, young players would have to utilize foresight and do their 
research on an organization before signing with them. 

Every agent I spoke to acknowledged that while the popular conception 
would be that young players would want to sign with their hometown or 
favourite team, that might not always be possible. The onus would be on 
advisors to guide players toward better long-term fits. 

“As a young kid coming into the league, you need to ask ‘Who’s going to 
have enough room after my ELC to pay me sufficiently?’” said an agent. 

Even if a young player wants to go to a specific team, there’s nothing 
guaranteeing that is an option.  

“Generational players don’t happen every year. There’s a lot of different 
moving pieces to this. We can say ‘They choose where they want to go,’ 
but maybe the team they want to go to doesn’t have room,” said Nill. 

Argument No. 2: Abolishing the draft would force underachieving teams 
to improve throughout their franchise instead of being rewarded with high 
draft picks 

Let me bring you back to the Monarch Tavern for a point that took my 
friend the length of an entire beer to comprehend: If an NHL team has a 
terrible season, why is their status in the league not threatened, but 
rewarded? 

His confusion is warranted. Take the Sabres, who have had eight top 10 
picks since 2010 but have yet to win a playoff series in that time and look 
far from contention. 

“Under your system, Buffalo would be screwed. But should they be 
rewarded? Probably not,” said an NHL scout. 

The NHL goes to continued lengths to alter the draft lottery rules to 
prevent tanking, a problem that will hang over the league as long as a 
draft exists. 

But abolishing the draft could force teams to internally investigate failures 
in the hopes of improving. 

“The NHL wants parity,” was the argument I heard repeatedly, which has 
become such an effective piece of state propaganda that few wonder 
why the logic should even be questioned.  

But it should be. When looking at the drafts from 2010 to 2020, teams 
that have had five or more top 10 picks have generally not turned those 
high picks into playoff success. 

Either it takes longer than anticipated for teams to cultivate their high 
picks, or these teams are not properly taking advantage of the system in 
place. And so is the draft ensuring a competitive balance, or is it 
inherently rewarding organizational failures? Abolishing the draft would 
flip the onus to teams to improve their programs to sell to players. 

Here’s a hypothetical situation most people I spoke to could see 
happening: Without a draft, a small handful of teams with less-than-
stellar reputations would have difficulty attracting the best prospects. 
Every agent I spoke to essentially agreed on that group of teams.  

After a few years, ownership would start to ask questions of 
management: Why are top prospects spurning them for other teams?  

“This is a keeping up with the Joneses league. If there’s anything another 
team is doing, pretty much every team doesn’t want to fall behind. If 
they’re staying at the Ritz, we’re staying at the Ritz,” said an NHL 
executive. 

If more questions are asked throughout the organization, positive 
changes could come to a team’s facilities, resources, amenities 
development model or team culture. 

“If you can’t convince the (player), as an owner or team, that you can a 
have winning culture in five years, then you should lose your player. 
There has to be some pressure on the player to perform but you also 
have to put some burden on the ownership,” said an NHL executive. 

And perhaps players should be asking questions of an organization 
before signing with them, too. 

Some people I spoke to believed league-wide player experiences could 
improve as a result. 

“You might never see some of those high-end players there otherwise 
until you find a way to make a better machine,” said a scout. 

So what might make players happy?  

“The biggest question players always have is ‘Where do I fit in the lineup, 
and when?’” said an NHL agent.  

“I sell (players) on opportunity and where they would fit,” said an NHL 
executive. 

Yet a common, and understandable, approach in the draft is to select the 
best player available, regardless of position. But that, however, puts the 
drafted player in a precarious position. 

“Obviously, there’s some teams that have a better track record of 
developing players, so there’s definitely some teams that we probably 
would see as better fits,” said the agent of a highly-touted prospect in this 
year’s draft. “I hope there’s teams that are going to pick him because 
there’s a need for him as a player, not just because he’s the best player 
available on the list.”  

Without a draft, team management might better understand 
organizational needs, and fans and media would also be able to hold 
teams more accountable if top prospects avoid their team. To sell those 
top prospects on their future, one executive said creating a “very strong 
development program” would be necessary. 

This raises another important question: After families spend thousands of 
dollars on a player’s youth development, why should the best years of 
their professional career be determined by a lottery, and see them go to 
a team which might not serve their development?  

Since the 2011 NHL draft, 26 players have been selected from 
Djurgardens IF in Sweden. Djurgardens general manager Joakim 
Eriksson likens draft picks to “investments.”  

“It’s a hard business for young players,” said Eriksson. “I think the radical 
idea you present is good for hockey. If there will be no draft, there would 
be no automatic right to sign a player, even if they have contracts in 
Europe. It would benefit international hockey. There will be players 
staying longer in Europe and developing. They are afraid of saying no to 
the NHL and not signing contracts because that’s the dream for them.” 

Multiple people I spoke to for this story agreed sometimes players do not 
develop properly because of the organization they were drafted to and 
are, in the words of one agent, “handcuffed” to a team. 

“Teams can just keep qualifying you and you’re hobbling along,” said the 
agent. 

But abolishing the draft could force teams to create development plans 
tailored specifically to prospects to create trust and entice them to join 
their organization.  

“You see it all the time, a guy goes to a different environment, the team 
sees him differently, they utilize him differently and his career takes off. 
People say, ‘Where’d this come from?’ It’s because he got an 
opportunity,” said the agent. 

One name brought up was Casey Mittelstadt. The highly-touted forward 
was selected eighth by the Sabres in 2017 but as the organization 
continues to be in a state of flux, one executive pegged him as a perfect 
example of who the draft hurts, as he has not had enough attention paid 
to his development.  

“Maybe his development model would have been different, and maybe 
he wouldn’t have picked Buffalo?” said the executive. “Here’s a kid that is 
pushed into an environment that he’s not going to develop in, is pushed 
way too early, too many different coaches, and now we’ve lost this talent 
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that’s a really strong talent. And there’s nothing he could do about it. He 
had no control.” 

Argument No. 3: Abolishing the draft would force teams to get creative 
with their identities, pipelines and business models 

Let’s assume some teams would be in favour of abolishing the draft 
because of the current state of their franchise, the prestige that comes 
from playing for their team, lower state taxes, their location and the 
resources available to them. 

“New York would be jacked at this concept,” joked an NHL executive. 

Yet some teams might initially suffer, which was a common argument 
against my idea. 

“You have to find a way to force the bottom to improve,” said an NHL 
executive, “but not bury them because of things beyond their control.” 

Abolishing the draft could force teams to think outside the box, get 
creative and develop a marketable identity. 

Many people I polled for this piece agreed the Western Canadian teams 
might not love this concept. The combination of poor weather throughout 
the season, not being large cities and a lack of success in recent years 
were all referenced. 

But what these markets do have that others might not is youth hockey 
associations brimming with players.  

The Flames, Oilers and Jets could theoretically become teams full of 
Western Canadian talent. Having a team full of local players isn’t a bad 
way to increase fan interest. And though some were skeptical that 
Western Canadian players may actually want to stay home, agents I 
spoke to agreed: There will always be players who want to play close to 
home. 

One positive offshoot of abolishing the draft would be that all NHL teams 
could create better ties with, and provide more funding to, local minor 
hockey leagues to create a pipeline for future talent. Smaller teams could 
raise the visibility of their brand and make in-roads for young kids to play 
hockey. 

Auston Matthews said in 2016 he would not be playing hockey if there 
wasn’t a team in Arizona. Instead of making this a one-off success story, 
abolishing the draft could force teams to create talent pools that didn’t 
exist.  

That approach to development could lead to more regional interest. 

“Instead of just relying on a lottery, you can develop players,” said an 
executive. “And then you’re opening up a new market and different 
demographic to attract people, recruit and you can create your own pods 
and development, and you don’t have to travel all over the country.” 

The opportunities to adapt don’t end there. 

Teams in large markets could lure players with the right personality to 
thrive with more eyeballs on them. But most of the people I spoke to 
agreed for every prospect with a Type A personality, there is another 
equally talented prospect who is just as happy to avoid the spotlight. 

“You’re going to get players who are going to say, ‘I thought it was a 
great idea as an 18-year-old from Toronto to want to go play for the 
Maple Leafs. But this hasn’t gone as well as I thought and the pressure 
there is insane. I don’t want to be there anymore. I’d love to go to a 
smaller city, be a star player there and have no one know who I am when 
I go out to dinner.’” said an executive. 

Without a draft, the onus would be on teams to recruit better fits for their 
organization. Teams that scout more accurately could have success. 

“(Abolishing the draft) would make my job more heavily recruiting based, 
and you’d have to watch the players as they’re getting younger,” said an 
NHL scout who favoured that approach. 

Finally, here’s one more creative approach teams could utilize: becoming 
the destination for prospects from a specific country.  

Imagine the Hurricanes, for example, continually investing heavily in 
scouting in Finland and creating relationships with the best young Finnish 
players available.  

Imagine the Blue Jackets getting in on the hockey boom currently 
happening in Germany and recruiting the top German player year after 
year. 

One NHL executive with a roster with a few players from one country 
said in this scenario “we would be using that to our advantage.” 

Going heavy on players from one country creates a pipeline to attract 
future players and opens up advertising and sponsorship revenue 
streams that didn’t exist previously. If the Blue Jackets, for example, had 
more Germans on their roster than any other franchise, the number of 
German viewers would increase and make the team more attractive to 
German companies who want to advertise with the team. 

“I never thought of the business side of it,” said an NHL executive. 
“Maybe you do target guys that way.” 

OK, time for a sobering last call. 

Ultimately, everyone I spoke to agreed the likelihood of my pitch 
happening is virtually non-existent. It would require the CBA being re-
written and an entire generation of players adopting a completely 
different mindset. 

“There isn’t a great appetite for seismic changes,” an agent said of the 
NHL, before adding that he believes “100 percent” of his clients would be 
supportive of having the freedom to choose their NHL team. 

But it’s that player empowerment that remains at the heart of this 
argument. The NHL will never increase its foothold around the world on 
the strength of its teams without worldwide brand recognition. But stars 
fuel highlights packages and viral in-game videos, and the NHL should 
better support and market these stars, and sell the drama that the NBA 
makes part of its product.  

“I think (abolishing the draft) would be very intriguing for the consumer,” 
said an NHL executive. “There might be more theater for the fans. I don’t 
know if our sport wants to go that way. Probably not, right? It’s very 
conservative.” 
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The Athletic / The 2022 NHL Draft top 24 prospects: Shane Wright leads 
Corey Pronman’s list 

 

By Corey Pronman Jul 26, 2021  

 

In an extremely way too early look at the 2022 NHL Draft class, I’ve 
identified 24 players who stood out to me this past season as top 
prospects for next season. 

The most obvious question I’m sure I will get is “Where are the Ontario 
kids?” To which the answer is I just simply don’t know the 2004 birth 
years well enough yet to comment due to a lack of an OHL season in 
2020-21. With a lack of international U17 tournaments last season this 
list is much harder to do than it typically is. 

The top of this class, with the caveat that a lot will likely change in the 
coming 12 months, looks more interesting than the 2021 class. Shane 
Wright would be ahead of Owen Power by a decent, albeit not wide 
margin. The 2-5 range would be fairly analogous to the 2021 class but for 
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me, the top of this year’s class has more guys with chances to be real 
top-end prospects. 

“Most of the guys you have in the top 10 (of this list) would be candidates 
to be top-five picks in the 2021 class,” said an NHL scout. 

One theme that stood out upon an early scan of next year’s class is after 
a 2021 class with some great defensemen it’s a more forward-heavy top 
of the class in 2022. 

Complete coverage of the 2021 NHL Draft 

TIER 1: Bubble elite NHL player/NHL All-Star 

1. Shane Wright, C, Kingston-OHL 

Wright didn’t get to play this season with his club, but he was for my 
money the best player at the U18 worlds as an underage after a 
ridiculous 15-year-old season in the OHL with 39 goals in 58 games. 
Wright has the skill and speed you want in a high pick. Those aren’t the 
calling cards of his game for me. The things that stand out to me about 
Wright is he is a relentless competitor, and he has an elite shot. He wins 
a ton of battles versus older players consistently and is a great 200-foot 
player at a very young age. His wrist shot is a weapon and will be a long-
range threat in the NHL. He’s not a Connor McDavid-level prospect yet 
for me, but he looks like a strong No. 1 pick who can be a foundational 
piece of a rebuild. 

TIER 2: Bubble All-Star/Top of lineup player 

2. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk-MHL 

Mirosnichenko stands out immediately as an NHL prospect with a lot of 
clear attributes. He has NHL skating and skill, he has a great shot and 
doesn’t shy away from physical play. With his great speed to go with 
some physicality, he can be a lot to handle for opponents when he 
comes up through the neutral zone. He can make plays through 
opponents, to teammates, and can finish from range. Miroshnichenko is 
a complete winger who was one of the best players at the U18 worlds as 
an underage. 

3. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk-KHL 

Yurov had a successful season with his club, being a point-per-game 
player at the junior level and getting a lot of KHL games at a very young 
age. He then followed it up by being a top scorer at the U18 worlds. 
Yurov is a well-rounded winger. He skates well if not very well. He has an 
extremely high skill level, he can beat defenders with ease and he’s a 
competitive two-way player who can win battles and kill penalties. He 
didn’t play that much with his KHL team but with his speed and work 
ethic he showed he could translate versus men. 

TIER 3: Top of the lineup players 

4. Brad Lambert, C, JYP-Liiga 

Lambert is a truly dynamic forward who played well versus men this 
season. He has a ton of speed and skill, and when he winds up through 
the neutral zone he easily draws you in with the type of rushes he can 
make and how easily he navigates around the offensive zone. The speed 
and playmaking are obvious but with Lambert, I find his effort and 
physical play can be inconsistent when watching him over the years. You 
saw that this season where he was great at the world juniors and 
average at the U18 worlds. 

5. David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen-Czech Extraliga 

Jiricek is a complete defenseman coming off a great season between the 
pro level and international play including being one of the Czech 
Republic’s best players at the world juniors. He’s a 6-foot-3 right-shot 
defenseman who can skate, move and shoot the puck and defend well. 
With his frame, mobility and physicality he makes a lot of stops. He won’t 
dazzle with the puck but he has some skill and playmaking and will be 
able to play on a pro power play. 

6. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-Finland Jr. 

Slafkovsky was quite good in the Finnish junior league, but it was his play 
at the world juniors and world championships that really stood out. He 
didn’t record a point at either event, but you can clearly see the top-
prospect toolkit in him. He’s 6-foot-4 with a ton of skill and offensive 
instincts. He’s not an explosive skater, but he skates well for the size and 
competes well enough to win battles and play reasonable minutes at 
those major events at such a young age. 

7. Matthew Savoie, C, Dubuque-USHL 

Savoie spent the entire season in Dubuque due to the WHL’s delayed 
start where he scored at a significant clip for a 16-year-old with 21 goals 
and 38 points in 34 games. With the puck on his stick he stands out. 
Savoie is full of skill, creativity and has high-end vision. He’s the kind of 
player you want running a power play due to his vision while also having 
a mid-range shot threat. The questions on Savoie will be his size and 
skating. He competes well and can PK, but for his frame he’s a good but 
not great skater, which will be a question for his pro projection. 

8. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

Geekie was great as a rookie pro, being a point-per-game guy for a top 
WHL team in Winnipeg. He stands out immediately as a 6-foot-3 center 
who can dazzle with the puck. He has high-end puck skills and with his 
reach he puts pucks around a lot of defenders with ease. Geekie can 
also make plays through seams and finish plays from range. Like his 
brother Morgan in the NHL, Conor’s skating is an issue but better than 
his brother’s at the same age. 

9. Logan Cooley, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Cooley is the top 2022 eligible at the U.S. NTDP next season and played 
the top center role often for the U18s as an underage this past season. 
Cooley has almost every attribute you want. He’s a great skater, he has a 
high skill level and can make creative, highly skilled plays at a fast pace. 
He competes well, being a reliable two-way center who can play in the 
hard areas of the ice. Cooley’s only real knock will be his 5-foot-10 frame. 

TIER 4: Bubble top and middle of the lineup players 

10. Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra-Slovakia 

Nemec had a fantastic season, putting up huge numbers for a 16-year-
old defenseman versus men in Slovakia with 19 points in 37 games. He 
was also a top player at the world juniors and a useful one at the world 
championships for Slovakia. His hockey sense is tremendous. He makes 
a ton of plays all over the ice due to his great vision. He’s also a strong 
skater who can play fast. His skating, frame, sense and solid compete 
help him be a reliable enough defender too. 

11. Isaac Howard, LW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Howard is one of the more dynamic players in the draft with the puck on 
his stick. He has an elite ability to pull pucks through legs and sticks and 
the creativity to try to make unique plays happen both in terms of his 
individual skill and passes to teammates. He’s a great passer while also 
being known as a great goal scorer. The 5-foot-10 Howard lacks size and 
while he works hard he won’t be known for his off-puck play. His skating 
is good but more darting/shifty than having a great top gear for his size. 

12. Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Luneau was a top rookie in the QMJHL this season, playing big minutes 
for Gatineau. With the puck on his stick he stands out with his skill and 
offensive stick. He can make slick plays through opponents with ease 
and make plays from the offensive blue line. With his frame and sense, 
he’s a solid enough defender, but the question in the NHL for him will be 
his footspeed and whether the offensive touch is enough to make up for 
mediocre quickness. 

13. Elias Salomonsson, RHD, Skelleftea-Sweden J20 

Salomonsson popped to start the season, being one of the top 
defensemen in the Sweden J20 circuit in the first half prior to the season 
being stopped. He wasn’t as strong at the U18 worlds, but the toolkit 
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remains exciting. He’s a 6-foot-2, mobile defenseman with offense. The 
skill won’t jump out at you, but he can make strong outlets, has some 
offensive zone instincts and a hard point shot. With his feet and reach he 
makes a lot of stops too. 

14. Lane Hutson, LHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Hutson is a unique prospect. He’s 5-foot-7, and a good but not that great 
skater, especially for his size. That’s not a great start to a profile for a 
potential top-20 pick, but the reason he’s slotted here is he is elite with 
the puck. He has an extremely high combination of skill and offensive 
hockey sense. He can make tough plays consistently and sees plays that 
others don’t. His size/skating will be questioned reasonably until he does 
it in the NHL and shows he can defend in the NHL, but his hockey sense 
is just so good that he finds a way to do it. 

TIER 5: Middle of the lineup players and starting goaltender 

15. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec-QMJHL 

Gaucher had a huge season in Quebec, being a point-per-game and all 
situations center for the Remparts. He’s a smart, competitive player. 
Gaucher wins a lot of battles, can PK and the 6-foot-3 forward is good 
around the net. His puck game isn’t elite but he has skill and can make a 
lot of plays. His skating will be the one drawback as he doesn’t have true 
NHL quickness, even though I don’t have any issues with the stride. 

16. Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP-Finland Jr. 

Kemell was great in the junior ranks this season, scoring 22 goals in 38 
games and being a top player for Finland’s U18 team as a 16-year-old. 
He is a dangerous offensive player due to having good speed, great skill 
and a shot that is a long-range threat. Kemell can create scoring chances 
from range due to his shot. He’s only 5-foot-11 and not that great off the 
puck but I wouldn’t call him soft. Lambert is the obvious draw in JYP but 
this guy isn’t too far behind him. 

17. Ryan Chesley, RHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Chesley was a top defenseman for the U.S. NTDP 17s this season and 
has a lot of attributes that you can see translating to the NHL. He’s a very 
strong skater, breaking up a lot of rushes due to his feet and equally 
adept at rushing pucks up ice. His puck game isn’t elite, but he has legit 
puck skills and can make some plays to go with a hard point shot. 
Chesley projects as a solid two-way defenseman as a pro. 

18. Frank Nazar, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Nazar was great with the U.S. NTDP program this season, being a top 
scorer for the U17s. He brings a lot of skill and pace to his shifts. Nazar is 
a very strong skater who competes hard. He wins a lot of battles, can PK 
and can generate chances around the hard areas of the offensive zone. 
He’s not an elite playmaker, but he can make highly skilled plays and 
create for himself and his teammates. 

19. Jack Hughes, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

You clicked on the right year don’t worry. This Jack Hughes is also an 
extremely skilled center. His one-on-one ability is right at the top of the 
draft class. He also is a very smart playmaker who can run a power play 
off the flank and make a lot of tough plays. Hughes is limited by a lack of 
quickness in his skating and isn’t that physical as well. He will play next 
season at Northeastern. 

20. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw-WHL 

Mateychuk played big minutes in Moose Jaw as a young 2004 and was a 
late injury add to Canada’s U18 team. He’s not the biggest defenseman, 
but his skating and hockey sense are excellent. He can find seams and 
make plays with the puck but I don’t know if I see Mateychuk as this 
overly flashy offensive player. I see a really reliable two-way defenseman 
who used his skating to break up plays and transport pucks up ice while 
moving it well enough to earn a coach’s trust. 

21. Miko Matikka, RW, Jokerit-Finland Jr. 

Matikka was an impressive junior at the club and U18 international levels 
this season. Any time you see a 6-foot-3 forward with an extremely high 
skill level it intrigues. With his reach he’s able to put pucks around checks 
with ease and create a lot of offense. He’s great down low due to his 
frame while also having a shot that can finish from range. His skating is 
the main issue for his NHL projection as he lacks separation quickness. 

22. Mattias Havelid, RHD, Linkoping-Sweden J20 

Havelid was good, but not great, at the J20 level. Still, he impressed with 
his time with the national team, playing with the U18s in a significant role. 
He’s an extremely smart puck mover whose exits are great and can 
make a lot of plays inside the offensive zone. His skating is strong. The 
quickness isn’t amazing for his size, but it’s good and overall he’s quite 
elusive. Havelid may not be truly dynamic for a small defenseman but the 
feet/IQ combo will make him a desirable prospect. 

23. Tyler Brennan, G, Prince George-WHL 

Brennan only played a few games in the WHL this season but he’s a 
player scouts are excited about. He’s a goalie with good size, great 
sense and technique. He makes a lot of good reads in the net, being 
efficient in his movements. His quickness isn’t amazing, but it’s good 
enough to make hard saves with his strong enough legs that push off 
well. He also isn’t afraid to be aggressive and challenge shooters. He’s a 
guy with the potential to have a huge 2021-22 season with his toolkit. 

24. Danny Zhilkin, LW, Guelph-OHL 

Zhilkin didn’t get a season with Guelph but did get to take part with 
Canada’s U18 team in a limited role. Zhilkin’s skill and offensive creativity 
stand out when you watch him. He can make flashy plays with the puck 
to beat defenders one-on-one and be a threat to generate chances off 
the perimeter. His skating is fine, the stride is technically good, but his 
game can lack pace with a compete level that’s also good enough but not 
great. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets 2021 Free Agency Preview: Needs, targets, issues 

 

Ken Wiebe 

July 27, 2021, 12:35 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — Kevin Cheveldayoff didn’t want to risk waiting until free 
agency opened, so he made a pre-emptive strike instead. 

After watching a number of defencemen move in trades or to the 
expansion Seattle Kraken during the previous week, the general 
manager of the Winnipeg Jets orchestrated a deal for Brenden Dillon on 
Monday night. 

Just last week, Cheveldayoff was discussing the pursuit of defencemen 
and mentioned that it would be interesting to see who was going to be 
left on the board when free agency opened. 

Cheveldayoff saw several teams address their need — and with 
speculation surrounding potential target David Savard and expected 
interest of the Montreal Canadiens after news Shea Weber was likely lost 
for the upcoming season and that he might not play again — and decided 
to part with second-round picks in 2022 and 2023 in order to acquire 
Dillon. 

Dillon’s arrival is expected to coincide with the departure of pending 
unrestricted free agents Derek Forbort and Tucker Poolman. 
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This isn’t just a stopgap solution either, as Dillon provides some cost 
certainty for the Jets — since his contract runs for three seasons and 
carries an AAV of $3.9 million. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Dillon, who is six-foot-four and 225 pounds, plays with an edge, has 
showcased the ability to contribute offence at even strength, should help 
the penalty kill and brings some valuable playoff experience to an 
organization looking to take a step forward after getting swept in the 
second round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The Jets had been interested in acquiring Dillon when he was a member 
of the San Jose Sharks, but they ended up with Dylan DeMelo prior to 
the NHL trade deadline in 2020. 

Prior to Monday’s trade, the Jets addressed another need by signing 
veteran forward Paul Stastny to a one-year contract worth $3.75 million. 

Stastny, 35, is coming off a strong season and had expressed an interest 
in extending the relationship during a year-end zoom session, but made it 
clear he was in no rush to make a decision on his future. 

After waiving his no-trade clause at the deadline in 2018, Stasty chose to 
forego unrestricted free agency this time around and is taking a pay cut 
(he made $6.5 million during the past three seasons) to remain in the 
fold. 

The Jets were expected to be active Wednesday, but these two moves 
helped stabilize a defence corps that was in need of an upgrade and also 
bolsters a strong forward contingent with a middle-six option who is a 
part of the leadership group and has the versatility to play either centre or 
the wing. 

With the two moves, the bulk of the remaining salary-cap space ($11.2 
million, not including centre Bryan Little and the $5.291 million that is 
likely heading to LTIR once again) to be allotted for deals to lock up 
restricted free agents Neal Pionk, Logan Stanley and Andrew Copp. 

But if the price is right, the Jets could consider a forward to provide some 
organizational depth that might push for a spot on the edges of the 
roster, or perhaps serve as a replacement for right-winger Mason 
Appleton — who landed with the Seattle Kraken. 

The Jets are also in the market for an experienced backup goalie to 
share the crease with Connor Hellebuyck and will likely be looking at 
external options after Cheveldayoff said following the 2021 NHL Draft 
that he expected Laurent Brossoit to test the market as an unrestricted 
free agent. 

The expectation is that a number of goalies will be on the move this off-
season and there could be a musical chairs feel to the position. 

Morweena, Man., product James Reimer could be an option, but only if 
he’s willing to make less than the $3.4-million AAV he was paid on his 
previous five-year deal. 

Salary cap space: $11.2 million 

Roster size: 19/23 ($70.3 million) 

Salary committed to forwards: $48 million 

Salary committed to defence: $16.0 million 

Salary committed to goalies: $6.17 million 

Salary cap overages for 2021-22: $145,122 

Potential UFA targets 

Joel Armia, RW 

The former Jets winger was a salary-cap casualty back in the summer of 
2018 as he was traded to the Canadiens. Armia excelled in a fourth-line, 
penalty killing role as the Canadiens reached the Stanley Cup Final in 
2021, but he’s shown an ability to play higher in the lineup as well. The 

28-year-old from Finland is coming off a two-year deal that carried an 
AAV of $2.6 million and he will be looking for a multiyear pact in a similar 
price range. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

Nick Ritchie, LW 

The 25-year-old is a power forward who has battled consistency issues 
during his career, but he’s got size, soft hands and managed to record 15 
goals and 26 points in 56 games with the Boston Bruins last season — 
though his role was reduced after the arrival of Taylor Hall. The 10th-
overall pick in the 2014 NHL Draft is looking for a fresh start, but likely is 
hoping for a raise after a three-year contract paid him $4.6 million ($1.53-
million AAV). 

Ritchie became a UFA because the Bruins were concerned about the 
potential arbitration award, so he might be out of the Jets' price range. 

Andrew Cogliano, LW 

The 25th-overall pick in the 2005 NHL Draft can provide a boost on the 
fourth line, while showcasing his speed and penalty killing abilities. His 
resume includes 1,066 NHL games and another 100 Stanley Cup Playoff 
contests. 

Cogliano’s previous three-year contract carried an AAV of $3.25 million, 
but he’s likely going to need to take a pay cut. 

Ondrej Kase, RW 

A lot hinges on his medical report as the former Anaheim Ducks forward 
was limited to only three games with the Bruins last season, much of 
which was related to concussion issues. There’s risk attached, but also 
the potential for a reward as Kase produced 20 goals and 38 points in 66 
games during the 2017-18 season. He’s a hard-working winger with 
some finishing ability and he’s likely going to need to take a deal for less 
than the $2.6-million AAV he made during his prior three-year contract. 

Danton Heinen, C 

A versatile forward with speed, the 26-year-old isn’t a big point producer, 
but he’s a responsible player and can contribute on the penalty kill in a 
bottom-six role and provide some secondary scoring — reaching double 
digits in three seasons. Danton had a $2.8-million AAV the past two 
seasons, which is part of the reason he didn’t receive a qualifying offer 
from the Ducks. 

Trevor Lewis, RW 

A return for the two-time Stanley Cup winner wouldn’t necessarily 
generate a lot of headlines, but he earned the trust of Jets head coach 
Paul Maurice and was an important contributor to the penalty kill while 
playing responsibly on the fourth line. Lewis played for just over the 
league minimum last season and should be in a similar range on the next 
deal. There is believed to be mutual interest to extend the relationship. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens 2021 Free Agency Preview: Needs, targets, 
issues 
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Eric EngelsJuly 26, 2021, 2:32 PM 

 

MONTREAL — The Montreal Canadiens are diving into free agency from 
the high board, with gaping holes to fill and upwards of $21 million 
available to them to fill them. 

While it’s true they only have $14 million in cap space, they’re expecting 
Shea Weber’s $7.87-million hit to be designated to long-term injury 
reserve. They won’t find out for sure before training camp, when Weber’s 
injuries —ankle, foot, knee, thumb among others — will be assessed. 
General manager Marc Bergevin said last week that he’ll have no 
reservations about exceeding the cap by the 10 per-cent summer 
cushion permissible under the collective bargaining agreement. 

He also said that, while he’ll be careful, he’s not concerned about signing 
someone to a long-term contract to help fill the void Weber leaves — 
even if the LTIR designation isn’t granted by the NHL. 

“We have money that’s coming off the cap the next few years,” Bergevin 
said, “So that won’t be an issue.” 

The money coming off it right now emphasizes to what extent the GM 
has his work cut out for him to have the Canadiens competing at a level 
that won’t make the run they just took to the Stanley Cup Final feel like a 
distant memory. 

Shutdown centre Phillip Danault, who just completed a three-year deal 
worth $3.08 annually, is going to market. Linemate Tomas Tatar, who led 
the Canadiens in scoring for his first two seasons in Montreal before an 
inconsistent third season, is coming off a four-year, $21.2-million deal 
and looking for another payday elsewhere. And 28-year-old Joel Armia 
just watched Barclay Goodrow — a player in a similar role who’s the 
same age but slightly less productive — sign a six-year, $3.6-million 
contract with the New York Rangers, and a contract like that likely prices 
him out of Montreal. 

Remaining Time -3:00 

What's the future for Ducharme & Danault with Canadiens? 

If all three of them leave, the Canadiens won’t be able to replace them — 
on top of signing a good right-handed defenceman or two — exclusively 
through free agency. 

Still, expect Bergevin to be aggressive on that front. Just as he will be in 
working the phones to make trades. 

That might be the more fruitful avenue, given what Bergevin 
acknowledged when he was asked by Sportsnet about selling the run to 
the 2021 Cup to offset concerns free agents might have about coming to 
Canada, where COVID restrictions could prove drastically tighter than 
they will be in the United States as the pandemic rages on. 

“That’s a fact, that’s reality,” Bergevin said. “Still today, we have 
restrictions. And it’s hard to tell how players feel about coming to Canada 
to do all this.” 

Many have chosen not to throughout the years due to the pressure that 
comes with playing in a Canadian city, the cold weather in the winter 
months and the high taxes versus other destinations where those things 
aren’t issues. 

A potential fourth wave of the pandemic only narrows that pool, making 
the task in front of Bergevin that much more challenging. 

We’re just a couple of days away from seeing how he handles it. 

Salary cap space: $14M 

Roster size: 16/23 

Salary committed to forwards: $27.64M 

Salary committed to defence: $23.85M 

Salary committed to goalies: $13.87M 

Dead space: $1.95M (Karl Alzner buyout) 

Bonus overage from 2021: $597,561 

Potential targets: 

David Savard, 30, right defence. 

Previous contract: Five years, $21.25M 

Here’s a player who reportedly is willing to sign in Canada. The Saint-
Hyacinthe, Que., native helped the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the 
Canadiens in the Final after spending the majority of his career as a key 
piece on a stingy Columbus blue line, and now he could be joining them. 

We’re leading with Savard because we believe he’s the most realistic 
target on Montreal’s list. Though he doesn’t come close to offering the 
offence top free agent Dougie Hamilton will, he also won’t command 
nearly as much money as Hamilton. 

Not that Savard will come cheap. Right-side defencemen are in heavy 
demand but short supply, and Jamie Oleksiak just set the market with a 
five-year, $23-million deal signed with the Seattle Kraken. 

Savard is two years older, but still well positioned to earn almost as 
much. We believe the Canadiens, who signed Joel Edmundson to a four-
year, $14 million contract a year ago, would likely be willing to do 
something similar with Savard. We think the cap hit might come in a bit 
higher than Edmundson’s $3.5 million, which will inspire plenty of debate 
amongst Canadiens fans, some of whom will (justifiably) feel Savard’s 
acquisition is expensive and doesn’t address the lack of pure puck-
moving ability on the Montreal blue line. 

But the need for a reliable right-hander was there before Weber was 
forced out by injury and Cale Fleury was taken by Seattle in the 
expansion draft, and it’s the most pressing one the Canadiens have—
even if they drafted Logan Mailloux and two other right-shot defencemen 
this past weekend. 

Brandon Montour, a 27-year-old right-hander with offensive potential but 
defensive issues, is an available option. As is Tyson Barrie, who could 
provide a massive boost to a power play that needs one, but likely at a 
cost that proves prohibitive. 

And then there’s Tony DeAngelo, who’s been embroiled in persistent 
controversy since he entered the NHL in 2016. Spats with coaches and 
teammates saw him parked on the sidelines for all but six games in 2021, 
and his contract was just bought out by the New York Rangers. 

He’s a talented player who was reportedly of interest to the Canadiens at 
the trade deadline, but he also reportedly had no desire to play in 
Montreal at the time, which is why his acquisition wasn’t made. 

We can’t strike the possibility of the Canadiens circling back — especially 
if no one else wants to sign DeAngelo —but our money is on a deal with 
Savard. 

We’ll see how much of their money is in it. 

Gabriel Landeskog, 28, Left Wing. 

Previous contract: Seven years, $39 million 

Landeskog would help fill a need that was already quite pressing but is 
now significant with Tatar moving on. 

That Jonathan Drouin is returning at left wing after taking personal leave 
44 games into the 2021 season will help, but the Canadiens hardly have 
enough insurance there if Drouin can’t find the consistency that’s proven 
so elusive for him throughout his seven-year NHL career. 

Landeskog would not only provide the Canadiens insurance at the 
position, he’d instantly become their best player there — a top-line scorer 
who has honed his reputation as a hard-nosed, gritty player and 
upstanding leader since being drafted second overall by the Colorado 
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Avalanche in 2011. That he’s also capable at centre and right wing 
makes him an even more appealing player to the Canadiens. 

Whether or not the Stockholm native actually hits the market will depend 
on how much the Avalanche still value him. He’s their captain, and he 
completes one of the most dominant lines in hockey with Mikko 
Rantanen and Nathan MacKinnon. 

The Avs have a reasonable amount of cap space, but only 14 players 
signed, and Landeskog is looking for top dollar at max term. 

It’s a price not too many teams will be able to pay, and some won’t 
necessarily want to — with the upper limit of the cap not budging off 
$81.5 million any time soon — but don’t count the Canadiens among 
them. We believe they’ll be quite interested. 

As always, there is, however, a lot more that needs to fall into place for 
them to land Landeskog. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

A goaltender 

We won’t pin down a specific target, as 36 goaltenders are impending 
unrestricted free agents, but it won’t surprise us if Bergevin looks for a 
value add at the position. 

With Carey Price undergoing knee surgery last Friday, some insurance 
feels like a need. Even if Price’s recovery is expected to be 10-12 weeks 
— enabling him to start the season on time — Charlie Lindgren is being 
allowed to walk to free agency and only Cayden Primeau and restricted 
free agent Michael McNiven remain behind Price and Jake Allen. Adding 
someone a bit more seasoned on a short-term deal that could be flipped 
at any point is something we could see Bergevin doing. 

Depth market 

We believe Bergevin will dip his toes in here, as he has in all nine years 
he’s been GM of the Canadiens. 

He’s already said he wants to re-sign 36-year-old Corey Perry, who also 
expressed an interest in returning to Montreal. Whether or not that gets 
done will depend on what offers come Perry’s way. 

If a stronger contender comes calling, he’ll have to consider that. 

The Canadiens will be looking for a player of his profile—and perhaps 
trying to find value in a depth centre to mitigate the loss of Danault, if 
they in fact lose Danault. 

Bergevin said that Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jake Evans are internal 
options that can help. Ryan Poehling is also coming along nicely in Laval. 

But the GM might be compelled to take a run at 32-year-old Brandon 
Sutter, if he's willing to come to Montreal and play on a short-term deal. 

Still, trade feels like a better avenue to obtain a centre—a younger but 
established one with more upside and versatility—just as it likely will be 
for more help on defence. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs 2021 Free Agency Preview: Needs, targets, 
issues 

 

Luke FoxJuly 26, 2021, 10:27 AM 

 

Under president Brendan Shanahan and general manager Kyle Dubas, 
the blueprint is clear as crystal -- and equally fragile. 

Bank on the Core Four. Fill around the fringes by scouring for deals. 

The cheapest replacements for the Toronto Maple Leafs’ long list of likely 
departing UFAs -- Zach Hyman, Nick Foligno, Alex Galchenyuk, Joe 
Thornton, Zach Bogosian, Frederik Andersen, etcetera -- would be from 
within. And Dubas said Thursday that Rasmus Sandin, Nick Robertson 
and Timothy Liljegren should be given more opportunity in 2021-22 to 
prove they can stick. 

But this is a club that needs to contend now, and we see at least four 
spots that require NHL-ready talent, starting from the crease out. 

Remaining Time -1:03 

Any chance Maple Leafs can find a way to make Hyman work? 

“The needs of the group are fairly obvious to me and probably to people 
on the outside,” said Dubas, beginning with priority No. 1. 

“We need to find a competent partner for Jack Campbell and let them 
battle it out. Obviously, Jack had a great season. We have a lot of belief 
in Jack and look forward to him continuing to take steps next year. But 
we need to address that.” 

In terms of a skilled left wing, a penalty-killing right-side D-man and 
(hopefully) a third-line centre, Dubas should be aggressive in the second-
tier market. But with only a $9 million budget, Toronto might need to mix 
in a trade or two instead of going nuts on free agents. 

“We feel that depth on both forward and D is an area we need to address 
in free agency, in order to give [our] young players some competition to 
make sure that if they are not ready, we have the requisite depth to help 
out there. We will be active in that market as well,” Dubas said. 

“We are going to have some opportunity up front, which I think appeals to 
a lot of the players that are there. If free agency doesn’t bear fruit for us, 
and we don’t think there is value, then we will look at the trade market 
heading into the season.” 

Salary cap space: $9.36 million 

Roster size: 17/23 

Salary committed to forwards: $49.28 million 

Salary committed to defence: $20.02 million 

Salary committed to goalies: $1.65 million 

Potential UFA targets 

Linus Ullmark, G: Dubas says he has learned from a turbulent 2021 in 
the crease, as Jack Campbell and Frederik Andersen took turns riding IR 
and the club needed four starters to survive 56 games. 

“The lesson is that we have to go out and continually find somebody that 
can be a good partner [for Campbell] -- whether that is Fred returning or 
somebody else,” Dubas said. “It is making sure we are bolstered on that 
end to set the goalies up for success.” 

With 13 back-to-backs and a jam-packed April on Toronto’s schedule, a 
strong tandem will be critical. 

Andersen still believes he’s a No. 1 and will walk if another team makes 
him a suitable offer. 

Of the remaining UFA goalies, we like the 27-year-old Ullmark best and 
believe he could take off playing behind a playoff team. Petr Mrazek, 
Antti Raanta and Jaroslav Halak are in the conversation. 

There’s a chance Toronto instead goes the trade route to find Campbell’s 
partner, and Arizona’s Darcy Kuemper would be a fantastic choice. 
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Mikael Granlund, LW: A major reason the Maple Leafs are letting Zach 
Hyman seek his payday elsewhere is that Dubas trusts he can find a 
decent top-six left winger without going so deep in term or dollars. 

Toronto has had its eyes on Nashville’s Granlund, a spunky playmaker, 
for a while now. 

It’s doubtful Dubas bothers with aggressive bidding for top-end left wings 
like Gabriel Landeskog and Brandon Saad. Instead, he’ll focus efforts on 
the less expensive second tier. 

Granlund is in that group. So are Mike Hoffman, Tomas Tatar, Foligno 
(rumoured to be considering Minnesota), Jaden Schwartz (eyeing 
Seattle?), Mattias Janmark and super value buy Michael Bunting. 

Lots of options at different price points here. We’re betting Dubas hunts 
for a bargain. 

Philip Danault, C: Danault signing one province to the left would be the 
ultimate heel turn, a glorious can’t-beat-him-sign-him move on the part of 
Dubas. It’s no secret the Leafs have been searching for a bona fide 3C 
since dealing away Nazem Kadri in 2019, and their lack of centre depth 
was exposed in May when John Tavares went down to injury. 

(In a perfect world, Alexander Kerfoot is better suited to the wing. 
Although, today, Dubas has Kerfoot and Ilya Mikheyev pencilled in as 
third-liners.) 

The formation of a pure checking line would free the Tavares and 
Matthews units to focus more on offence and less on D-zone starts. That 
unit would need an anchor in the middle, and the ’21 final is an excellent 
blueprint. Montreal had Danault; Tampa Bay rolled out Yanni Gourde. 

The trouble here is Danault’s asking price, which will be more in line with 
the cap hit of a 2C. The chances of the pizza-loving bilingual getting 
overpaid after a five-goal season are high. 

More likely, Toronto looks at the trade market or bargain veteran centres 
to plug this hole. UFAs Paul Stastny, Nick Bonino, Alexander 
Wenneberg, Derek Ryan and Tyler Bozak (triumphant return?) would be 
pivots worth consideration. 

The fallback plan: Kerfoot and Pierre Engvall do the trick. 

Ian Cole, D: There is a reluctance to give too much responsibility to 
Travis Dermott, so the Leafs will explore a third-pairing right-side 
defender to replace UFA Zach Bogosian. 

Kill penalties. Block shots. Make the net front miserable. 

“We will try to focus on a defenceman that perhaps brings a little bit more 
power and presence in the way that Zach did. [Kristians] Rubins has that 
a little bit as a prospect for us, but we are not flush with it,” Dubas said. 
“We will look, in free agency and trade, to continue to address that.” 

Stay-at-home Cole, 32, is a left shot comfortable playing the right side. 
Jason Demers, David Savard, Jordie Benn, Travis Hamonic and 
Bogosian himself are worth consideration -- but price will be an issue. 

“It all comes down to value. If we think something is of great value, it is 
long-term, and the player is going to perform at the contract level or 
beyond all the way down to the back end of a long-term deal, there is no 
issue on our end,” Dubas said. 

“It is easy to look now and have question marks. Come September, when 
camp opens, we will be in a different spot.” 
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Yes, one could quibble about the ranking on this list, or the players left 
just outside the cut. That’s because the quality of impending NHL 
restricted free agents this summer is deep. 

It’s a youth-driven league, folks. 

We have first-line wingers and at least one franchise centreman who are 
due for raises, but the amount of young top-pair defencemen and 
emerging goaltenders with No. 1 potential is staggering. 

Vancouver’s Jim Benning may be under the most pressure to negotiate 
long-term extensions with his RFAs and still has three in our top 10. 

So many RFAs shining in their platform seasons and so many executives 
wrestling with a flat salary cap has set the stage for several compelling 
negotiations and trades heading into training camp. 

Cale Makar got paid in Colorado, Miro Heiskanen in Dallas, Brandon 
Carlo in Boston. 

Joel Eriksson Ek committed to Minnesota and Anthony Duclair to Florida. 

Detroit's Steve Yzerman heisted Carolina for Alex Nedeljkovic and 
instantly inked him to a two-year bridge at $3 million per. 

But these extensions are just the tip of the iceberg. 

Qualifying offers are due Monday. (The Oilers' Dominik Kahun and Jujhar 
Khaira did not receive one.) 

Here’s where things stand with the top 15 pending RFAs of 2021. 

Quick Shifts: 'No-brainer' and most popular buyout candidates 

Luke Fox 

1. Quinn Hughes 

Age: 21 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $916,667 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2020 Calder runner-up. Power-play quarterback. 97 
points through first 129 NHL games. Key building block in Vancouver. 
Averages nearly 23 minutes per game. 

The latest: Preliminary contract talks got underway between Benning and 
the two most important engines of the Canucks’ rebuild in early April. 

Hughes has been putting up gaudier numbers than recent RFA 
defencemen (Charile McAvoy, Zach Werenski, Mikhail Sergachev) and is 
arguably more important to his franchise’s future. 

Benning drew mild criticism for the in-season extensions he handed out 
to Demko and Tanner Pearson, essentially signing some smaller fish 
before dealing with the biggies. 

While some money is coming off the books — Brandon Sutter, Alex Edler 
— Vancouver is still overpaying on the back half of its lineup and dealing 
with Roberto Luongo’s cap recapture penalty. 

Perhaps bridge is the only solution. The good news for panicky people in 
Van City: Hughes is classified as a 10.2(c) RFA, meaning he cannot sign 
an offer sheet. 

On June 15, agent J.P. Barry suggested to Donnie and Dhali on CHEK 
that he is exploring a deal longer than five years for Hughes. 

Conversations continue. 
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2. Elias Pettersson 

Age: 22 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2019 Calder Trophy winner. Finished 16th in Hart 
voting in 2020. 66 points in each of his first two seasons. Plus-19 player. 
Career 17.6 per cent shooter. No. 1 centre. Put up 21 points through 26 
games in 2021, and it still feels like underachieving. 

The latest: In late January, Pettersson switched agents, leaving Michael 
Deutsch at Eclipse Sports Management and joining teammate Hughes at 
CAA. Power brokers Pat Brisson and Barry will handle their extension 
negotiations — and hold a great deal of leverage. 

Barry told Rick Dhaliwal that the plan is to work on both deals together, 
like the twin monsters Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane signed in the 
summer of 2014. Unlike Hughes, Pettersson could theoretically ink an 
offer sheet. 

Barry, you may recall, put the screws to Benning in securing lucrative 
contracts for Tyler Myers and Loui Eriksson in recent off-seasons. But 
they were UFAs, not RFAs. 

“The Canucks have cap issues. I don’t think we can do long-term deals 
for Petey and Quinn. We have started the dance; we are engaged in 
talks,” Barry told Donnie and Dhali. 

“We are exploring shorter term for Elias, five years and under. Quinn 
longer.” 

Sportsnet's Iain McIntyre estimates that somewhere in the ballpark of $14 
million in total AAV could get both stars under contract. One would have 
to bet that means going the Auston Matthews–style, five-year route and 
keeping the door ajar for another windfall when the cap escalates. 

Benning vowed to match any offer sheet on Pettersson during a 
Sportsnet radio interview in Vancouver on July 22. 

A rehabbing Pettersson tweeted footage of him firing pucks on July 14, 
an encouraging video for Canucks fans. 

3. Kirill Kaprizov 

Age: 24 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: 2021 Calder champ. Blew up with 27 goals and 51 
points in 55 games as an NHL rookie, while logging 18-plus minutes 
nightly. Most points and goals by a rookie in Wild history. Instant star and 
fan favourite. Minnesota is desperate for young, exciting offensive talent. 

The latest: Wild insider Michael Russo of The Athletic reported in late 
March that Kaprizov’s agent, Paul Theofanous, sat down with GM Bill 
Guerin to kick off “a long conversation that will eventually lead to a new 
contract” for the most exciting young talent to pull on a Wild sweater 
since… who? Marian Gaborik? 

Kaprizov’s status as a 10.2(c) RFA means he’s immune to an offer sheet. 
He can become a UFA as early as the 2024 off-season, so Guerin should 
be gunning for term here. 

In polling execs and agents, Russo’s sources’ predictions on Kaprizov’s 
next contract range from a $6.5-million AAV on a two-year deal to a $9-
million AAV for a lockup of six years plus. 

Kaprizov headlines a Minnesota RFA class that includes prized forward 
Kevin Fiala. (The club already took care of Ryan Hartman and Eriksson 
Ek before they hit RFA status.) 

Certainly, the twin buyouts of Zach Parise and Ryan Suter freed up cash 
for this summer’s spending. 

Kevin Weekes caused a stir on June 18 with his report that talks had 
gone cold and that Kaprizov was threatening to sign back in the KHL, 
yanking on his only leverage in this situation. 

Guerin said on July 13 that “dialogue is open” with Kaprisov’s camp and 
that talks began around July 3. The GM cautioned the sides are still early 
in the process. 

4. Brady Tkachuk 

Age: 21 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Finished fifth in Calder votes in 2019. 125 points 
through first 198 NHL games. Plays 18-plus minutes per night. Willing to 
fight Shea Weber. Hits hard and often. Beloved by teammates and fans. 
His prime will align with Sens’ ascent. Captain material. 

The latest: Tkachuk has expressed his love for playing in the nation's 
capital. He’s also revealed that his in-depth conversations with 
management regarding a new contract have been limited. 

“That’s a good question,” Tkachuk told reporters in January. “Where the 
world’s at right now, we haven't really been talking about (my extension), 
and we don't know how the salary cap is going to look for the next couple 
of years. 

“I love being here. I love the crew, love the teammates and the staff, so 
definitely love it here. But we'll see how it unfolds.” 

GM Pierre Dorion has the cap room to commit and has shown a 
preference to go deep with RFAs he deems worthy of the core (see: 
Chabot, Colin White and Matt Murray). 

Tkachuk is absolutely worth the investment, so it’ll be fascinating to see 
how he plays this out. Senators fans needn’t be reminded of past free 
agents who’ve departed for more money elsewhere. 

“We haven’t really started to talk yet,” Tkachuk told the Cam and Strick 
podcast in June. “So, I’m going to give you the hockey answer and then 
I’m going to give you the real answer. I will let my agent [Newport Sports’ 
Craig Oster] and Pierre figure it out. 

“I think it’s pretty cool going through this for the first time. Of course, it’s a 
little stressful, and people say you shouldn’t think about it, but it’s your 
life. 

“For it now to be kind of getting into the works this summer, it’s definitely 
going to be exciting, and I hear different stories about different 
negotiations and how they go. Being there with Matthew and with his 
negotiations [with the Calgary Flames], I’m just excited that it’s happened 
to me.” 

Elliotte Friedman suggested on July 12 that a three-year bridge might be 
the route here: 

5. Igor Shesterkin 

Age: 25 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: Yes 
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Bargaining chips: Superior track record in KHL. 23-12-3 record and .921 
save percentage through first 47 NHL appearances. Seasoned, well-
developed pro. Tagged as New York’s goalie of the future. 

The latest: In a deep summer for RFA starting netminders, we’ve placed 
Shesterkin on this list because he’s emerging as the bona fide No. 1 
starter in a spotlight market. And his prime should align with the Rangers’ 
run back to Cup contender status. 

Even with limited fans permitted into Madison Square Garden, “I-gor! I-
gor!” chants rang through the rink late season as the Russian stood on 
his head. 

“He’s been great all year. Obviously, he had a little bout with injuries. 
He’s always giving us a chance to win and makes key saves for us,” 
Norris winner Adam Fox said. 

Shesterkin has taken the baton from Henrik Lundqvist and (at the risk of 
getting ahead of ourselves) has the makings of being New York’s 
backbone in net for the next eight years. 

A two-year bridge deal could land in the range of $4 million ballpark. That 
AAV goes up if rookie GM Chris Drury wants to lock up the netminder. 

Thatcher Demko’s five-year deal in Vancouver at a $5-million AAV would 
be the ballpark to be considered on a longer deal. 

6. Andrei Svechnikov 

Age: 21 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall pick. Big power forward (six-foot-two, 
200 pounds) entering prime. Two 20-goal seasons before age 21. Power-
play weapon. Skating a career-high 17-plus minutes. 

The latest: “I'm open,” Svechnikov said way back in August regarding re-
signing. "I think my agent is going to do that job, and I tell him I don't 
want to know anything (until) it's going to be done. So, he's going to tell 
me when it's going to be done, and I just don't want to worry about that." 

Extension talks with Svechnikov reportedly quieted in February but 
picked up after Carolina was eliminated in Round 2. 

Owner Tom Dundon is always looking for a deal, and it’s no coincidence 
the Canes’ last high-profile RFA, Sebastian Aho, signed the NHL’s most 
recent offer sheet. Or that Nedeljkovic left. 

Carolina also has decisions to make on top UFA defenceman Dougie 
Hamilton, forward Warren Foegele, and a few other integral RFAs. 

“Mark Gandler, who represents Andrei, and I have had lots of talks over 
the last six weeks,” Waddell said on July 24. 

“We’ll get a deal done. I don’t think it’s going to happen before 
Wednesday. There’s no urgency from either side right now. We don’t 
start playing until September. These contracts for these type of players 
will get done; they just take a long time to get done. 

"Our talks have been very good about what length of a contract and right 
around the amount, we have a little disagreement there, but we have a 
pretty good range of how things are going to fall. So we’re able to plan, 
regardless if we get him signed before now or next week. We can plan 
and know that he’s going to be part of our group moving forward.” 

7. Patrik Laine 

Age: 23 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $6.75 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall draft pick. Three-time 30-goal man. 
Capable of 44 goals and 70 points. Columbus already gave up prized 
centre Pierre-Luc Dubois to acquire him. Wrist shot concocted by Finnish 
gods. 

The latest: Had his production not fallen off a cliff, had his transition to his 
new club not been so rock, Laine would be top-five on this list, easy. 

A few highlight moments notwithstanding, this is hardly how GM Jarmo 
Kekalainen envisioned Laine’s migration to Ohio. Former coach John 
Tortorella benched the star early, and as Laine struggles to find his 
groove and the Jackets struggle to find playmaking centres, the sniper’s 
10 goals and 11 assists through 45 games in Columbus is a 
disappointment. 

Shortly after the trade, Laine said he’d be open to a long-term extension 
in Columbus: “Hopefully that’s a spot where I’m enjoying life and enjoying 
playing hockey.” 

Does Tortorella’s departure bode well for Laine’s chances of sticking? 

"I don't think it matters who is behind the bench. I still have to go out 
there and do what I do, and I couldn't do that this year. I'll do that next 
year,” Laine vowed before flying home for the summer. 

"I have enjoyed every minute I've been here. It was great to see the fans 
in the stands… I love it here, and I want to stay here for sure." 

Kekalainen said that because the sniper is under team control, it is “self-
explanatory” that he’ll be back in Columbus. 

"I am pretty sure that nobody is more disappointed in Patrik Laine's year 
than Patrik himself," the GM said upon season’s end, noting that some 
players struggled with performing in a pandemic. "I think you have to give 
them a fresh start and a new opportunity to show what they can do in a 
normal year.” 

If Laine forces his way out of another city, well, chalk up this blockbuster 
as a loss for Kekalainen — who traded away stud D-man Seth Jones at 
the draft. 

“If I’m Laine’s agent, I feel really, really good about my leverage in these 
talks, and yes I realize he isn’t playing well right now. Doesn’t matter,” 
Jackets insider Aaron Portzline wrote in a recent mailbag at The Athletic. 

Laine now holds an arbitration hammer and could force a one-and-done. 

The winger is considering whether to sign his $7.5-million qualifying offer 
from Columbus that would make him the highest-paid player on the Blue 
Jackets and give both sides more time to consider a longer commitment. 

The Fourth Period’s David Pagnotta reported on July 19 that Kekalaien 
also did his due diligence in gauging the trade market for Laine. 

“The Los Angeles Kings, Calgary Flames, Anaheim Ducks, Montreal 
Canadiens and Philadelphia Flyers expressed interest in the past and 
could circle back again this month,” Pagnotta wrote. 

8. Pavel Buchnevich 

Age: 26 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.25 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: His 20 goals and 48 points in 2021 puts him top-three 
among all RFAs. Registered his third 40-point campaign. Skates nearly 
19 minutes a night, a career high. Following up a career year with a 
career year. 

The latest: So what if Buchnevich had a quietly impressive 2021 platform 
season? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 27, 2021 

 

The Rangers needed to save money and get grittier in their bottom six. 
Thus, GM Chris Drury traded a talented winger to St. Louis on Draft Day 
for inexpensive energy guy Sammy Blais and a second-round pick. 

Drury knows he has young right wings Kaapo Kakko and Vitali Kravtsov 
coming. And entry-level deals are balm for cap issues. 

The Blues needed an offensive jolt, and Buchnevich can help provide it. 

Recent winger comparables Buchnevich could use on a longer deal 
include Anthony Mantha ($5.7 million AAV over four year) and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand ($5.4 million AAV over five years). 

Buchnevich’s co-agent, Todd Diamond, and Blues GM Doug Armstrong 
will talk extension this week. 

“For Pavel, it’s difficult. All he knows is the New York Rangers and has 
many close friends in that locker room. The Blues have a solid veteran 
core, and I am sure will make him feel welcome when he gets into town,” 
Diamond told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

Armstrong hopes to ink a multi-year contract done with the newest Blue. 

“I’ve enjoyed working with Todd in the past. He’s a straight shooter,” 
Armstrong said. 

“The goal going in is to see if we can get something done now or in the 
future on a long-term deal. At 26 years old, he’s a player that’s at a very 
good age.” 

9. Filip Hronek 

Age: 23 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $714,166 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2017 Calder Cup champ. 2019 Red Wings rookie of 
the year. Team Czech staple who won Best Defenceman at 2019 worlds. 
Puck-moving, right-shot defenceman yet to reach his ceiling. Led team in 
points (26) and assists (24) this season. Logs 23:23 per game. Improved 
discipline and defensively during platform year. 

The latest: Fantasy managers know: Hronek is that rare Red Wing worth 
hanging onto, even during the mighty franchise’s patient rebuild. 

“A year from now, Filip Hronek’s up and we’ll extend his contract,” 
promised GM Steve Yzerman back in October, during an appearance on 
97.1 The Ticket. 

As recently as the 2021 trade deadline, when he dealt away Mantha, 
Yzerman highlighted Hronek as a core member of a roster he’s slowly 
building back to prominence. 

Detroit is flush with cap space, so Hronek should surface this summer 
with more term than any of his teammates. Yzerman was prudent in 
managing his internal cap in Tampa, so the bar he sets with Hronek will 
be one worth watching. 

10. Conor Garland 

Age: 25 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $775,000 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Back-to-back 30-point seasons. Career-high ice time. 
Steals pucks. Provides 5-on-5 offence on a team that needs all it can get. 
Won 2021 world championship bronze with Team USA. You don’t trade 
for a stud forward and not wish to lock him up. 

The latest: GM Bill Armstrong dealt Garland and captain Oliver Ekman-
Larsson in a blockbuster deal on July 23, taking on some bad-money 
contracts from Vancouver to gain draft picks. 

Garland wanted to remain a Coyote for life but felt disrespected by the 
lack of negotiations leading up to the trade. 

“Everybody knows what’s gone on here. We haven’t heard anything from 
the team since maybe three days after the season ended when they 
asked for our offer. It’s been a while waiting for that. You just want to go 
where you’re wanted,” Garland said post-trade. 

“I feel like I'm just starting. I've only played 160 games, and last year was 
the first year that I've felt comfortable.” 

The Canucks are getting a motivated, underrated talent. 

It’s now up to Benning to fit Garland’s extension into a puzzle that 
includes bigger pieces like Hughes and Pettersson. Dumping Jay Beagle, 
Loui Eriksson and Antoine Roussel’s cap hits helps in that regard. 

11. Juuse Saros 

Age: 26 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $1.5 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: World junior gold medallist. Natural successor to UFA 
Pekka Rinne’s long run as Nashville’s No. 1 netminder. Career .920 
goaltender coming off a personal-best 21-win, .927 season. Started all 
2021 playoff games for the Predators and showed well. 

The latest: GM David Poile said at his season-ending conference that he 
and Saros’s representatives had yet to dive into negotiations, but with 
Rinne retiring and Saros proving he can handle No. 1 duties, anything 
less than an juicy Juuse extension will be a shock. 

The question will be whether Nashville goes long-term (see: Matt Murray 
in Ottawa or Demko in Vancouver) or bridge (Tristan Jarry in Pittsburgh, 
Mackenzie Blackwood in New Jersey) with its RFA netminder. 

12. Andrew Copp 

Age: 27 

Position: Left wing / Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $2.28 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Breakout offensive season in which he scored 15 goals 
and 39 points in 55 games. Only getting better with age. Not afraid to 
take the Jets to arbitration. Only one year away from unrestricted free 
agency. Valued teammate and two-way force versatile to play anywhere 
in middle six. Faceoff force. 

The latest: Copp’s platform performance was timed perfectly, and with 
UFA status less than 12 months away, the player holds more leverage 
than most RFAs. 

During Copp’s end-of-season press conference, he said he was open to 
all possibilities for his next contract. That AAV should climb north of $4 
million, regardless of term. 

So valued is Copp that, even without a contract, he was protected by GM 
Kevin Cheveldayoff over Dylan DeMelo and Mason Appleton in the 
expansion draft. 

If the sides can’t strike a deal, Copp could be used as a weighty trade 
chip to help the Jets upgrade their D corps. 

13. Rasmus Dahlin 

Age: 21 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 27, 2021 

 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: First-overall draft pick in 2018. Calder Trophy finalist in 
2019. Fifth defenceman in NHL history to record 30 points before age 19. 
World junior silver medallist. Building block who wants to stay in Buffalo. 
107 points in first 197 NHL games. Skates more than 21 minutes per 
night. 

The latest: The Buffalo News reported on July 21 that contract 
negotiations are underway between Dahlin and GM Kevyn Adams, who 
has gained some leverage here after the D-man's disappointing minus-36 
performance in 2021. 

"Going through a year like this is not easy," Dahlin said. "the one thing I'll 
take with me is that it has been an experience that will make me a 
stronger person and better player and person." 

Dahlin was encouraged when Don Granato took over the bench, saying 
he felt more trusted. 

The safe play for both sides might be a bridge, but the Sabres don't have 
a single defenceman signed beyond 2022. 

Could they lock up Dahlin long-term early in this rebuild of the rebuild and 
position his as their No. 1, the way Ottawa did with Thomas Chabot? 

14. Tyler Bertuzzi 

Age: 26 

Position: Left wing / right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.5 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: 2017 Calder Cup champ with Grand Rapids. 2019 
Team Canada silver medallist at IIHF worlds. Represented Detroit at 
2020 NHL All-Star Game. First player in Red Wings history to record four 
consecutive three-point games. Back-to-back 21-goal, 47-point seasons 
in 2018-19 and 2019-20. Detroit needs all the top-line forwards it can get. 

The latest: The skilled and bruising Bertuzzi went through arbitration in 
the 2020 off-season, settling with Yzerman on a one-year, $3.5-million 
pact, closer to the $3.15 million filed by the Wings than the $4.25 million 
Bertuzzi requested. 

Hurt feelings sometimes linger from these cases, but Bertuzzi 
downplayed that, telling the Detroit Free Press there was "nothing 
personal at all." 

Bertuzzi injured his back on Jan. 28 against Dallas, but a troubling 
recovery pushed him to seek a second opinion and he had an operation 
on April 30. 

"You never want surgery, but I thought I was honestly going to be a little 
bit more immobile after," Bertuzzi told reporters in May. "I'm feeling really 
good right now, so I'm happy I ended up doing it. 

"Honestly, it was a really tough year and I'm looking to just put it past me 
and get ready for next year." 

Bertuzzi, a net-front presence, vowed that his rehab won’t alter his hard-
driving game. 

"It's just a slow process initially after surgery and gradually ramp things 
up," Yzerman said on locker cleanout day. "Tyler, as you know, is pretty 
quiet. He doesn't say a lot. He is very upbeat and positive. We expect 
him to be full steam ahead in September." 

Bertuzzi is again speeding toward RFA status. Again, he is arbitration-
eligible. How much can he command coming off a down year in which he 
played nine games and scored five goals? 

The Maple Leafs were reported to have interest in a trade for Bertuzzi, 
with Zach Hyman leaving for Edmonton — but Yzerman set a high price. 

The GM since said publicly that he intends to make Bertuzzi part of the 
Wings future, yet trade rumours lingered last week. 

Fascinating case here. 

More notable RFAs: Drake Batherson, Carter Hart, Jordan Kyrou, Ilya 
Sorokin, Neal Pionk, Jakub Vrana, Ilya Samsonov, Maxime Comtois, 
Travis Sanheim, Dante Fabbro, Kevin Fiala, Jake Bean, Kailer 
Yamamoto, Vince Dunn, Adin Hill, Nikita Zadorov, Sam Bennett, Artturi 
Lehkonen, Warren Foegele, Anthony Beauvillier, Adam Pelech, Andreas 
Athanasiou, Adam Erne, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Casey Mittelstadt, Ross 
Colton 
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Sportsnet.ca / Top five UFA centres: Canadiens' Danault to be popular 
target 

 

Mike Johnston 

July 26, 2021, 11:43 AM 

 

There aren’t any top-line centres set to hit the open market and join a 
new team, which is similar to last off-season. 

There are, however, plenty of middle-six and depth centres for teams to 
sign when free agency officially opens on July 28. 

Here are five notable centres ready to hit the open market. 

Phillip Danault 

The 28-year-old is coming off a three-year, $9.25-million contract with the 
Montreal Canadiens and should be in line for a relatively substantial raise 
from his $3.083-million 2020-21 salary cap hit. 

Sportsnet’s Eric Engels recently reported it’s “highly unlikely” Danault will 
agree to a new deal with the team that acquired him from Chicago back 
in 2016 but Montreal GM Marc Bergevin said Thursday: “Until an 
agreement is signed with us or with somebody else, there’s hope that 
he’s back, but it’s too early to tell at this point.” 

Danault, who has finished top-seven in Selke Trophy voting in each of 
the past three seasons, has a relatively low ceiling for offensive output 
yet would be an ideal third-line centre on a contending team. 

David Krejci 

The lifetime member of the Boston Bruins might’ve played his final game 
with the franchise that selected him in the second round of the 2004 NHL 
Draft. In fact, the 35-year-old has contemplated returning to his native 
Czech Republic for personal reasons and his NHL future is up in the air. 

Bruins GM Don Sweeney told reporters Thursday he has been in touch 
with Krejci but that nothing has been decided and he is “going to respect 
all of his privacy and decisions at this point in time…and there’s no 
timeline to make decisions.” 

If Krejci does return, be it in Boston or with a new team, he remains a 
productive centre who’s great in the faceoff circle and a proven playoff 
performer that posted a career-best 61.4 Corsi For percentage in 2020-
21. 

Mikael Granlund 

Granlund had 13 goals and 27 points in 51 games this past season while 
on a one-year, $3.75-million deal with the Nashville Predators. He should 
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be a target for any team seeking some depth scoring and footspeed – 
that is, unless he ends up staying in Tennessee. He’s only 29 and at 
times in 2020-21 was Nashville’s best forward. Preds GM David Poile 
told reporters at a media availability he has had “some conversations” 
with both Granlund and fellow pending UFA Erik Haula. 

“Nothing has been done there,” Poile said. “I think we’re going to be 
heading into next week just to see where we are, where they are, what 
other opportunities they have, what other opportunities we have. I think 
that’s about where we are.” 

Alexander Wennberg 

Wennberg notched a career-high 17 goals in a shortened season with 
the Florida Panthers after having the remainder of his previous contract 
bought out by the Columbus Blue Jackets. His possession metrics have 
declined in four years running and he is subpar when it comes to 
faceoffs, yet he’ll only be 27 at the start of next season and has a higher 
upside than most of the available centres. It would make sense for him to 
re-sign in South Florida although he would garner interest on the open 
market. 

Paul Stastny 

The Seattle Kraken passed on him in the expansion draft but another 
team could benefit by adding the veteran centre. Stastny finished 
seventh in scoring on the Jets in 2020-21 and his point totals have 
declined in each of the past four seasons, however he remains one of the 
top faceoff performers in the league. Put him in between two skilled 
wingers and play him 16-18 minutes per game and he can be a valuable 
addition. With career earnings just shy of $80 million and an annual cap 
hit of at least $6.5 million since 2009-10, the 35-year-old might finally be 
due for a pay cut. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Top five UFA goalies: Will Grubauer stay with Avs or help 
new team? 

 

Mike Johnston 

July 26, 2021, 11:47 AM 

 

We’ve already seen some goalie movement early this off-season and 
there's plenty more right around the corner. 

Chris Driedger was signed and selected by the Seattle Kraken, Mike 
Smith re-upped with the Edmonton Oilers, while Steve Yzerman and his 
Detroit Red Wings acquired the promising Alex Nedeljkovic from the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

There aren’t necessarily any A-list netminders available this summer, but 
here are five that teams will be eyeing. 

Philipp Grubauer 

The German is the clear top netminder set to hit the open market after 
going 30-9-1 with the Colorado Avalanche this past season. Among 
goalies with at least 25 appearances, his .922 save percentage ranked 
sixth, his seven shutouts were tied for first and his 1.95 goals-against 
average was best in the entire league. 

The 29-year-old is coming off a three-year, $10-million deal and should 
garner a relatively substantial raise from the $3.333-million annual salary 
cap hit. Grubauer finished third in Vezina Trophy voting behind Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and winner Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Petr Mrazek 

The 29-year-old’s 2020-21 campaign was marred with injuries, however 
he fared rather well when he did see action. Mrazek went 6-2-3 with a 
.923 save percentage, 2.06 GAA and three shutouts. He suited up for 
two playoff games against the eventual Cup winners, stopping 35 of 37 
shots in an overtime win in one game then getting lit up for six goals in 
the other. 

Mrazek has finished above .500 in all but one of his full seasons since 
2014-15 but hasn’t started more than 40 games in a season in five years. 
He’s coming off a two-year deal he signed as a free agent in 2019 that 
saw him earn an AAV of $3.125 million and could be a cost-effective, 
high-upside addition. 

Frederik Andersen 

Andersen signed a five-year, $25-million deal with the Maple Leafs back 
in 2016 after being acquired from the Anaheim Ducks. In his five seasons 
with Toronto he posted a 149-74-36 record but 2020-21 was his worst 
statistical season, posting career lows in games played (24), wins (13), 
.895 save percentage and a career-high 2.96 GAA. 

The 31-year-old dealt with lower-body injuries for much of the season, 
lost six of his last seven starts and was supplanted by Jack Campbell as 
the team’s starting netminder. 

Jonathan Bernier 

There weren’t many bright spots on the 19-27-10 Detroit Red Wings last 
season. Bernier was one of them, though. The 32-year-old went 9-11-1 
with a .914 save percentage and a 2.99 GAA. Any team looking for an 
experienced 1B type goalie or a quality backup might be well served to 
give Bernier’s agent a call. Bernier hasn’t made more than $3 million per 
season since 2016-17 and would be a relatively inexpensive option for a 
franchise needing help between the pipes. His rights were traded to the 
Carolina Hurricanes with Alex Nedeljkovic going back the other way. 

Tuukka Rask 

Rask has injury concerns heading into next season (the start of his next 
season is expected to be delayed a few months) and how he responds to 
off-season hip surgery could determine the type of offer he gets from the 
Boston Bruins – or any other team for that matter. The 34-year-old has 
stated he doesn’t wish to play for another team. Each of his 560 NHL 
regular-season and 104 post-season games have been played in a 
Bruins uniform. 

Bruins GM Don Sweeney said in his pre-draft media availability he has 
“had great communication with Tuukka throughout the year and the end 
of the year and really just allowing the medical stuff to be at the 
forefront.” 

Rask went 15-5-2 with a .913 save percentage and 2.28 GAA in 2020-21 
and performed admirably while battling through his hip injury in the 
playoffs, posting a 6-4 record, .919 save percentage and 2.36 GAA. 
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TSN.CA / Proposing a blockbuster trade that would help the Leafs and 
Sabres 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Lost in a flurry of trades last week was a subtle but important point: NHL 
front offices are trying to improve their rosters but are doing so under the 
auspice of flat or slow salary cap growth for the foreseeable future. 

It’s is a rather unique wrinkle for a league that, by and large, has seen 
the salary cap increase year over year by about 4.5 per cent. In a hard-
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cap league that doesn’t allow for overruns and luxury tax payments, that 
sort of cap growth is critical for big-market teams that spend aggressively 
each off-season. 

Much of the focus in this realm has fixated on the two-time Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning, an organization that has been operating 
on razor-thin margins against the cap ceiling for some time. (Some 
believe they have been increasingly creative in how they’ve managed 
that.) 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are another big-market team that’s been dealt 
a difficult blow through slowed revenues and the associated flat cap. 
Toronto has about $9-million in cap space, but the roster is still 
incomplete – the goaltending position behind Jack Campbell is bare and 
will wipe away some of that room. It’s a big issue for a Maple Leafs 
organization that’s under increased scrutiny due to repeated postseason 
failures. 

To that end, general manager Kyle Dubas’ recent comments were 
impossible to ignore – he believes in the core of this roster, but the 
approaching season surely has a “Last Dance” feel to it. 

Based on Dubas’ comments, I don’t expect much from the Maple Leafs 
this off-season beyond tinkering at the periphery and bringing in another 
goaltender. But it is interesting to consider how the Maple Leafs could be 
opportunistic here. 

One of the biggest challenges they have right now is a top-heavy roster 
on the cap front – not an issue for teams winning through their stars, but 
again, that hasn’t been the case in Toronto. Although Auston Matthews 
appears worth every penny, players like Mitch Marner ($10.9-million 
AAV) continue to be evaluated. 

Top-pairing defenceman Morgan Rielly’s contract is another issue. The 
deal expires at the end of next season and he is looking at a raise, one 
he probably can’t get in Toronto, which would put another hole in the 
blueline. 

Down the Queen Elizabeth Way, the Buffalo Sabres are heading towards 
another rebuild. The Sabres recently moved forward Sam Reinhart to 
Florida and have been persistent about trading Jack Eichel, though 
progress there has stagnated. 

Also of note: the Sabres have $37-million in cap space and are in dire 
need of more talent throughout the lineup. Their core performance has, 
by and large, been a disaster. 

So, hear me out for one moment: The Sabres have a pressing need for 
young talent and hold endless cap space – space that is only going to 
increase if an Eichel trade ever materializes, or whatever ends up 
happening with high-priced winger Jeff Skinner and his contract. 

Enter Marner – a game-breaking 24-year-old offensive talent coming off 
a 67-point season (20 goals and 47 assists) in just 55 games played. 
Marner is signed through 2024-25 and doesn’t have any trade restrictions 
or movement clauses until 2023, both of which are enticing for a team 
like Buffalo. 

A three-year retrospective (courtesy Evolving Hockey; total production 
measured via Goals Above Replacement) shows Marner as a bona fide 
first-line talent: 

Even on an expensive deal, few teams have the assets to trade for a 
player like Marner. That’s where Sabres defenceman Rasmus Dahlin 
comes into play. The former first-overall pick (2018) has shown signs of 
brilliance in Buffalo, but it’s been rather inconsistent, and the 2020-21 
season was particularly ugly. The offensive playmaking and distributing 
ability is there in spades; so too, unfortunately, was shoddy off-the-puck 
play. 

What’s hard to tell is how much the Sabres acted as an anchor on 
Dahlin’s production versus how much Dahlin contributed to Buffalo’s 
struggles – though just 21 and clearly still developing, it cannot be 
discounted that Dahlin (who averaged nearly 22 minutes a night last 
season) was contributory on that front. 

Those same regression-based Goals Above Replacement models still 
like Dahlin, but his career-to-date has been much more muted: 

There would be a lot more going into the framework of a trade involving 
two names as big as this. The Maple Leafs would get to work on Dahlin’s 
extension first, then might consider deploying the extra cap space on a 
top-nine winger – be it through the trade market or free agency. 

For the Sabres – well, a lot of work would have to go into building up the 
blueline. Having recently traded Rasmus Ristolainen and his expiring 
deal to Philadelphia, the current defensive corps is thin – only Colin 
Miller, Robert Hagg, and Jacob Bryson are rostered next season, with 
Henri Jokiharju still an unsigned restricted free agent. 

This is where the framework of a trade can expand. Perhaps the Sabres 
take a look at another younger player like Leafs defenceman Travis 
Dermott, who suddenly becomes a bit more expendable with Dahlin in a 
trade. 

You could sit and build theoretical trades for hours, but the reality is the 
foundational part of it – the Maple Leafs adding a big name to their 
blueline while clearing the space needed to build out the rest of the 
roster; the Sabres adding an elite (and locked in) offensive talent who 
should dovetail with their rebuild – makes some degree of sense. And, 
remember: the Sabres hedge on the downside risk here, acquiring a 
proven commodity and sending off a player whose true talent is still 
unclear. 

Trades of his size are few and far between, but sometime the stars align. 
And with so many teams trying to improve against a salary cap 
headwind, more players will invariably be on the move. 
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