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Clock ticking on Dougie Hamilton decision for Hurricanes as NHL free agency looms  

By Chip Alexander  

NHL free agency begins Wednesday, and that once meant 
wild scrambling by general managers, crazy spending and 
new contracts that had jaws dropping. 

That was then. The pandemic is not over. The NHL salary 
cap isn’t budging. A lot of teams are trying to recover from 
the financial baths taken because of COVID-19 restrictions 
that had arenas empty until late last season. 

For the Carolina Hurricanes the question remains: What 
does Dougie Hamilton do? 

The Canes’ big defenseman is an unrestricted free agent. 
He’s a right-shot defenseman whose offensive metrics are 
good. He runs the Canes’ top power-play unit and plays with 
Jaccob Slavin on the top D pairing. Hamilton, 28, is former 
All-Star who was fourth this past season in the Norris Trophy 
voting. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said he 
wanted the Hamilton situation to be resolved before free 
agency begins Wednesday at noon. The clock is ticking and 
Hamilton unsigned. 

But what are the Canes willing to spend to keep him? And 
will the Canes offer enough to get him to sign and stay? 

“We’re fortunate to have an owner willing to spend to the 
cap,” Canes president and general manager Don Waddell 
said Saturday on a media call. “We know we’re going to be a 
cap team but we’ve got to also make sure that we spend our 
money correctly.” 

Tom Dundon is the Canes owner and wants to win a Stanley 
Cup. Rod Brind’Amour won the Cup as a player with the 
Canes in 2006 and wants another as the Canes coach.  

“For years we talked about making the playoffs,” Waddell 
said. “We don’t want to talk about that anymore. We want to 
talk about winning championships.” 

But can the Canes do it without Hamilton? That’s hard to 
say. 

Elliotte Friedman of Hockey Night in Canada said Monday on 
NHL Tonight that he believes the Canes offered Hamilton a 
contract similar to what the St. Louis Blues gave defenseman 
Torey Krug: seven years with an average annual salary of 
$6.5 million. 

Hamilton’s agent, J.P. Barry, told the News & Observer in 
June that contract discussions with the Canes had been 
cordial but there were “different views on the market.” No 
numbers were given. 

Barry could not be reached Tuesday for comment. 

Should Hamilton leave, he would be going to his fourth NHL 
team. Drafted by the Boston Bruins in 2011, he was later 
traded to the Calgary Flames and then to the Canes in June 
2018.  

The Canes, with Brind’Amour as coach, have since been a 
playoff team all three of Hamilton’s seasons. By all accounts, 
it has been a good fit for the player and the team. 

“I have nothing bad to say about my experience here and 
being a Carolina Hurricane,” Hamilton said after this past 
season. “I’ve really enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep going.” 

Friedman said he believes the New Jersey Devils could 
make a big play for Hamilton. 

“If he wants money, I don’t think anyone can match what the 
Devils can offer with their cap space,” Matt Larkin of The 
Hockey News told the News & Observer on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes have other issues to address, too. They 
need to sign some goalies, and speculation has been Petr 
Mrazek and recently acquired Jonathan Bernier, both UFAs, 
could be the answer, although Waddell is not ruling out 
trades. 

One intriguing trade was made Tuesday by the Vegas 
Golden Knights. Goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, the 2021 Vezina 
Trophy winner, was dealt to the Chicago Blackhawks. The 
Blackhawks got Fleury, and his $7 million cap hit; Vegas 
received minor league forward Mikael Hakkarainen. 

“We’re approaching this very open-minded,” Waddell said. 
“We have a plan and I’m very confident we’ll have two very 
quality starting goaltenders.” 

Forwards Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook are UFAs. 
What to do there? 

“It’s not just what their value is but how we’re going to make 
this all work with the cap,” Waddell said Saturday. “We want 
them back. Obviously Roddy (Brind’Amour) wants them 
back.”
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Gold: Canes free agency move might create more questions than answers 

By Adam Gold 

The NHL free agent signing period starts Wednesday and 
the Carolina Hurricanes are expected to be active in the 
player acquisition party. For a team that has made the 
playoffs for three consecutive seasons -- the first time that’s 
happened since relocation -- there are a fair number of holes 
to fill and nearly $30 million to spend on players of all stripes. 

That doesn’t mean you’ll be happy with what you hear. 

With just hours left until a flurry of announcements about 
player signings NHL insider Frank Seravali from 
DailyFaceoff.com tweeted that the Hurricanes were closing 
in on signing free agent defenseman Tony DeAngelo, 
formerly of the New York Rangers until being bought out this 
week. 

This Tony DeAngelo… 

But, also the Tony DeAngelo that was exiled from the 
Rangers amid a series of off-ice issues that ranged from 
highly-charged, political interactions on social media to a 
rash of insubordination toward his former head coach and 
personality clashes with teammates. In this last category 
there were reports of a racial issue with New York 
defenseman K’Andre Miller, though both Miller and his agent 
have vehemently denied those allegations. 

However, there’s a reason why the Rangers jettisoned a 25-
year old, right-shot defenseman who piled up 15 goals and 
53 points in 68 games a year ago. Teams don’t throw that 
out with the trash in this league unless there are underlying 
problems. 

Now, here’s the part where I remind you that DeAngelo has 
not committed a crime and that professional sports is littered 
with people with whom we would rather not associate. 
People that disagree with us politically, socially, spiritually, or 
in any number of other ways. And, it’s up to teammates and 
coaches to sort all of those things out and work towards the 
common goal of winning a championship. 

There’s also the possibility that the public humiliation 
DeAngelo dealt with as a result of being fired, as it were, 
might have been enough to facilitate a change in his 
behavior. We don’t know how this has impacted him. And, 
we won’t unless and until we see him interact with new 
teammates. 

Again, nothing is official yet, but this appears to be a thing 
that will happen. 

What we do know is that former Rangers and current 
Hurricanes Brady Skjei and Jesper Fast haven’t told the 
Hurricanes to stay away from DeAngelo. In addition, Marc 

Staal, now with the Red Wings but a former teammate and 
defense partner with Tony, also vouched for him as a 
teammate. Of course, there aren’t many players willing to go 
on the record denigrating someone who might one day be 
sitting next to him in a dressing room, so take those votes of 
confidence with whatever degree of skepticism you will. 

Here’s the challenge for head coach Rod Brind’Amour and 
the Hurricanes as it pertains to the potential acquisition of 
DeAngelo -- or even former Vancouver forward Jake 
Virtanen, who has also been linked to the Canes since being 
bought out by the Canucks (I sense a pattern). In a game 
that is rooted in character, trust and simply being reliable, 
why are the Hurricanes even contemplating getting in the 
mud with a player that has seemingly not displayed enough 
of any? 

In every conversation about bringing in a player from the 
outside, whether in free agency or at the trade deadline, the 
most important thing to consider, well beyond the quality of 
the player, is the quality of the person. It is the first thing on 
Rod’s checklist. 

Next on the list is the talent, and offensive talent is what 
DeAngelo possesses. See 15 goals and 53 points in 68 
games before the Covid-19 shutdown two years ago. See 3 
goals and 19 points on the power play that year. And, with 
the almost certain departure of Dougie Hamilton and Jake 
Bean already hitting up Brad Bellflower for a “place” in 
Columbus, the Canes are in dire need of someone who can 
direct a competent power play. 

Yes, I know that Jake Gardiner is still here. But, the Canes 
are actively brainstorming ways for that to not be the case at 
the start of next season. 

You know what’s really puzzling about this entire situation to 
me, though? How come a team that is seemingly knocking 
on the door of winning a title, with the likes of Sebastian Aho 
and Andrei Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce 
and Jordan Staal, coached by Brind’Amour and with fistfulls 
of millions to spend in free agency has been connected with 
NONE of the best available free agents? 

If Hamilton is gone, why not Brandon Montour, who finished 
this season with Florida? Why not Tyson Barrie who led NHL 
defensemen in points this year playing for Edmonton? You 
might even be able to add Montour and former Blue Jackets 
and Lightning rearguard David Savard for what it will cost 
New Jersey to sign Hamilton alone? 

Note: Montour is off the board. He resigned with the 
Panthers for $10.5 million over 3 years. 
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Maybe the Hurricanes don’t have any interest in any of those 
players. But, what about Ryan Suter who was bought out of 
the final years of his contract by Minnesota? To me, this is 
the bigger problem. Good players, those that can help you 
bridge the gap between the second and final round of the 
playoffs are not interested in Carolina it would seem. 

You might not like the free agent market as an organization, 
and when you don’t like something you’re probably not very 
good at it. The Hurricanes aren’t. 

Jesper Fast, Calvin de Haan, Ryan Dzingel and Jake 
Gardiner are the four established players brought to Carolina 
on free agent contracts. Fast has been fine. Not sure he’s as 
valuable playing down in the line up as he’s basically been 
used as a checking winger, but he’s been a solid player for 
the Canes. 

Gardiner and Dzingel are/were utter disasters. You can 
blame fit or injuries or the heated eastern vs western 
barbeque debate for the cause. But, neither player 
performed well for the Canes. Dzingel is gone and a free 

agent again and we’ve already discussed Gardiner. As for de 
Haan, at more than $4.5 million annually, that was a curious 
decision for a player who doesn’t score goals, but they 
dumped him in order to afford Gardiner. 

It all adds up to a free agent market failure. Oh, and the 
restricted free agent world hasn’t been any more kind to the 
Tom Dundon era. Do I have to remind you that Aho signed 
an offer sheet with the Canadiens two summers ago and 
Svechnikov remains unsigned today? 

So, it brings us back to where we started. A team with money 
to spend, opportunity to offer and a style to be excited about 
finds itself sifting through the bargain bins hoping to find a 
player that will do here what he couldn’t elsewhere -- or 
maybe one that won’t. 

DeAngelo the player answers a lot of the questions the 
Hurricanes had to address heading into life without Dougie 
Hamilton. Unfortunately, it creates even more about what this 
organization stands for going forward.

 
 

 

 

Hurricanes to sign DeAngelo to one-year, $1M deal 

The Carolina Hurricanes are expected to sign free agent 
defenceman Tony DeAngelo to a one-year, $1 million on 
Wednesday, according to TSN Hockey Insider Pierre 
LeBrun. 

DeAngelo, who last played for Rangers in January, was 
bought out by New York earlier this month with one-year left 
on his contract at a $4.8 million cap hit. 

TSN Hockey Insider Darren Dreger reported in April that 
the 25-year-old defenceman rejected the Rangers offer to 
mutually terminate his contract, instead electing to be bought 
out this summer.  

Earlier this season, Rangers general manager Jeff 
Gorton said DeAngelo had played his last game for the team 
after he went unclaimed on waivers following a reported 
physical altercation with goaltender Alexandar Georgiev on 
Jan. 30, according to the New York Post's Larry Brooks. 

DeAngelo had one assist over six games this season with 
the Rangers. 

Over 206 career games with the Arizona Coyotes and 
Rangers, DeAngelo has 24 goals and 82 assists.
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Hurricanes Free Agent Targets: Defensemen 

The Hurricanes will likely be in the UFA defenseman market 
this week, but who is out there and who makes sense? 

By Brett Finger  

NHL free agency opens up 24 hours from the time of this 
posting, and the Carolina Hurricanes will almost certainly be 
hunting for blue line help, regardless of whether Dougie 
Hamilton is re-signed or not. 

Jake Bean is gone, Jake Gardiner’s future with the club 
remains in question, and Don Waddell has already stated 
that he wants an entirely different look for the club’s third 
defensive pairing. 

So, who is available and who fits the way the Hurricanes like 
to play? Let’s talk about it. 

Mike Reilly 

If there’s one guy hitting the open market this offseason that 
feels like a stereotypical Hurricanes target, it’s Reilly. 

Over the last few seasons, Reilly has gone from a fringe 
NHLer to a guy with a legitimate UFA case. He had 
outstanding relative numbers on a putrid Ottawa team for two 
seasons before getting dealt to the Bruins at last season’s 
trade deadline. 

In Boston, he continued that upward trend and quickly 
became a high-usage guy on their blue line through the end 
of the regular season and into the postseason. He led all 
Bruins skaters in 5-on-5 ice time in the playoffs and 
performed very well. 

He’s always been a useful puck-mover, but the 2021 season 
saw his defense take huge steps forward while building his 
offensive production. His 27 assists and points in a 
shortened season marked career-highs for him in the NHL.  

With Bean out of the fold and Gardiner’s future up in the air, 
Reilly is a very sensible option as the team’s third left-
handed defenseman. Ideally, he slots in as a number four or 
five defenseman and plays a lot of 5-on-5 minutes like he 
has in recent years. He has shown a strong ability to drive 
play over the last couple of seasons. 

He’s not a big special teams performer, but the team has a 
knack for getting good penalty-killing production from guys 
you wouldn’t necessarily expect it from. 

Don Waddell alluded to needing a new second-unit power-
play quarterback (or first unit, depending on if Hamilton re-
signs), which is a role the next option fits perfectly. 

Keith Yandle 

While Reilly is perhaps the best 5-on-5 defenseman 
available, I’d mark Yandle as the best power play option. 

Over the last three seasons, Yandle has 78 power-play 
points, which makes up more than half of his total point 
production over that period of time. He is also an effective 
offensive defenseman at 5-on-5, even if his defense has all 
but vanished in recent seasons. 

Yandle is a veteran power-play quarterback coming off a 
buyout, so his price shouldn’t be unreasonable. He is a great 
shot producer off of the forecheck and cycle, too, which 
makes him a very good fit for Carolina’s heavy forechecking 
system. 

He’d be a perfect fit for a newly-imagined third pairing next to 
a strong defensive partner who could take on some penalty-
killing minutes. 

Ryan Murray 

If you were a top pick in the 2012 draft, your stock has fallen 
dramatically over the last decade. That sure has been the 
vase for Murray. 

Like Reilly, Murray will be 28 years old when the season 
starts and is one of the younger free agent defensemen in 
this year’s class. While he has never been the top-pairing 
guy he was once hoped to be, he is still a decent defense-
first guy who can break the puck out of the defensive zone 
with tape-to-tape passes. 

He had a dreadful year in New Jersey last season, but so did 
everyone. He’d probably play better on a good team, but I 
wouldn’t bet on him as anything more than a bottom-pairing 
defender if you’re trying to win. 

Jake McCabe 

McCabe is interesting in that he does bring solid 5-on-5 
defense and some penalty-killing ability. Despite seeing an 
uptick in his generation of offensive chances in a small, 
injury-derailed sample size last season, he hasn’t been a 
source of much offense in the past. 

If you’re confident that you can get good minutes out of him 
on the third pairing, he should be a relatively inexpensive guy 
who keeps chances against low and plays a physical game. 
He also helps your penalty kill. 

Ryan Suter 

Minnesota bought out both of their 2012 mega free agent 
signings, and Suter could be a tempting veteran defensive 
option. 
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This isn’t the guy who played 28 minutes every night from 
2012 to 2019, though. His defense has gone down quite a 
bit, and he’s actually a more effective offensive defenseman 
now than anything else. For that reason, he’s not at the top 
of the list for me. His calling card is offense now, and he isn’t 
as good as Yandle in that regard. 

He is marginally better defensively, though, so there’s that. 

It looks like plenty of teams are interested in him. He’s 36 
years old, and this isn’t a guy you want to get in a bidding 
war for on a deal with term - four years is the number being 
reported. 

Others 

Tyson Barrie falls in the Yandle category as a quality power 
play option. Pierre LeBrun recently reiterated him as a 
possibility for Carolina if Hamilton leaves. I’ll say again that 
giving him any sort of big money or term would likely be a 
colossal mistake as he is a train wreck defensively. 

If Barrie’s market crashes and you can get him for a year at a 
highly-discounted dollar amount, then sure, he would be a 
good power-play quarterback. 

Alex Goligoski’s first few years in Arizona were good, but he 
has regressed with age over the last two seasons. He still 
produces some points, but he’s not the play driver or the 

semi-reliable defensive option he was in his 20’s and early-
30’s. He can still eat up some minutes, though, and maybe 
he can give you a year or two of quality play with a better 
cast around him. 

David Savard got traded to Tampa Bay at the deadline and 
was a semi-important piece in their run. I have a feeling that 
his market value will be a little too high for the Canes, 
especially since he is coming off of winning a Stanley Cup 
and is probably being deemed as the “the kind of guy you 
need to go all the way” even though his ice time took a nose-
dive as the playoffs went on. 

He’s a shutdown defenseman whose offense has 
disappeared over the last few seasons. He would probably 
be a good second or third-pairing guy and could help anchor 
a guy like Gardiner or someone else who takes risks 
offensively. 

Alex Edler is another veteran and would be a third-pairing 
guy. Like a few of the names on this list, he has regressed 
and might be fine on a one-year deal. He isn’t a needle-
mover, though, outside of maybe being a veteran presence 
who can eat up some minutes. 

I’m pretty sure Jani Hakanpää also still exists. I wouldn’t 
describe his performance after the trade as “world-beating” 
but maybe they bring him back.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 28, 2021 

 

Carolina Hurricanes Free Agent Targets: Goalies 

Without an NHL goalie on the roster, the free agency window 
will be pivotal in the future of the Hurricanes’ goaltender 
spots.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes don’t have a goalie.  

With the team’s trade of Alex Nedeljkovic to the Detroit Red 
Wings last week, it looks like the Canes will enter the 
beginning of free agency Wednesday morning without a 
reliable starter or a backup for the NHL roster.  

While the Canes did have three in-house UFA goalies in Petr 
Mrazek, James Reimer and Jonathan Bernier, whose rights 
were acquired in the Nedeljkovic trade, it’s looking like it’ll be 
the open market where the Canes find the pieces in net.  

That of course doesn’t mean Carolina won’t be bringing back 
Mrazek and potentially bringing in Bernier, which Pierre 
LeBrun of The Athletic did report the Canes were looking at 
doing.  

There’s obviously a good chance that Mrazek and Bernier 
end up being the two guys for the Canes, but there’s also a 
good chance one (or both) of those negotiations stall. The 
Canes could also certainly make a trade for a big-name 
goaltender, but for now let’s look at the free agent options on 
the market: 

Antti Raanta 

So, we’ll start with Raanta since there are reports that he’s 
one of the guys the Canes will go with. Raanta played in just 
12 games for the Coyotes in 2021, but he’s had a fairly 
strong run with the team over the past four years.  

He’s got a winning record, a 2.57 GAA and .921 save 
percentage during his four years with Arizona. Raanta is 32 
and has had some injury issues, which could be the biggest 
concern. When he’s been healthy he’s been well above 
average though, and again he could be a good option in a 
tandem.  

Bally Sports Midwest’s Andy Strickland reported he’s hearing 
Raanta to Carolina.  

Raanta has been really strong, when healthy, for some not 
so great Coyotes squads. If he is one of the two goalies the 
Canes go with, it certainly isn’t a bad option.  

Petr Mrazek and James Reimer 

Let’s not spend a lot of time on this.  

Mrazek and Reimer are familiar to the Canes and they are 
familiar to Canes fans. In three seasons with the Hurricanes, 
Mrazek has a 50-32-8 record with a 2.48 GAA and .911 save 
percentage. He missed a big chunk of the 2021 season with 
injury, but finished the year with a 2.06 GAA and .923 save 
percentage. Both of those numbers are his best for a season 
in a Canes jersey, though the sample size is of course small.  

Reimer, playing as the backup to Mrazek early in 2021 and 
the backup to Nedeljkovic later in the year, has spent the last 
two seasons with the Canes and mustered a 2.66 GAA and 
.910 save percentage.  

With these two it seems that things are pretty 
straightforward. The Canes have a clear interest in bringing 
Mrazek back, and that would certainly be a good thing for the 
organization. He’s a strong goalie that has produced well for 
the Canes. For Reimer, the overwhelming likelihood is that 
he’ll be playing 2021-22 in a different sweater.  

Jonathan Bernier 

The newest “member” of the Hurricanes, Bernier’s signing 
rights came to Carolina in the trade that sent Nedeljkovic to 
the Red Wings.  

Come Wednesday that obviously won’t matter, as Bernier 
will hit the open market with everyone else. Still, the Canes 
have apparently expressed interest in bringing Bernier on 
board.  

Last year in Detroit, playing behind what certainly wasn’t one 
of the better defensive units in the league, Bernier posted a 
2.99 GAA and .914 save percentage. His goals saved above 
average was 4.7, the second-highest of his career, and it’s 
safe to say Bernier was far from the problem with the Red 
Wings.  

Is Bernier a game-changing, huge-name goalie? Well, no. 
But he’s still a good netminder that could obviously benefit 
from playing with an improved squad in Raleigh.  

With Bernier, the Canes would be getting a fairly consistent 
workhorse. He’s started 35 or more games in each of his last 
seven full seasons (2021’s shortened schedule excluded), 
and he’s had a GAA under 3.00 in all but one of those years.  

Working in a tandem with someone else, likely as the 1B 
option, Bernier could be a good guy to have around.  

Philipp Grubauer 

The general thought is that Grubauer, a Vezina finalist, will 
be re-signing with the Colorado Avalanche. A deal hasn’t 
been reached yet, however, so there’s always the possibility 
that he could be available for other teams to pursue.  

Grubauer is coming off the best season of his NHL career, a 
shortened 2021 campaign which saw him go 30-9-1 with a 
league-best 1.95 GAA and a .922 save percentage. He also 
had a league-leading seven shutouts.  

And while those numbers are the best of Grubauer’s career, 
it’s consistent with how he’s played over the past nine years. 
He has a career GAA of 2.34 and save percentage of .920, 
as he really has been one of the top goalies in the league.  

If Grubauer does go to market, he’s going to be the most 
highly sought out goalie there. Can the Canes afford what 
will be a contract pushing, if not exceeding, $5 or 6 million 
AAV? Probably not, but an elite goaltender makes a team a 
true contender and Grubauer is just that.  

File this one under unlikely, but Grubauer could be available 
for someone.  

Linus Ullmark 

If Grubauer were to re-sign with Colorado, Ullmark becomes 
maybe the premier guy on the market.  
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He’s still relatively young, just 27, and his numbers are good. 
In an injury-shortened 2021 season, Ullmark had a 2.63 GAA 
and .917 save percentage playing behind one of the worst 
teams in the league.  

In his three seasons since coming up to the NHL full time, 
Ullmark has posted a 41-34-11 record, extra impressive 
considering his team, and a goals saved above average of 
5.4.  

Injuries are obviously a concern for Ullmark, who missed the 
end of this past season with a lower-body injury, but when 
healthy he has been really good. His price tag will likely be 
less than Grubauer’s but still relatively high.  

The Sabres are reportedly making a push to bring Ullmark 
back, but nothing is done yet. Ullmark could be a strong 1A 
option in a tandem, for sure.  

Frederik Andersen 

A former draft pick of the Hurricanes, it looks like Andersen 
will hit the open market Wednesday with no deal in place 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs.  

Andersen didn’t have the best 2021 campaign, with a GAA 
pushing 3.00, a save percentage well under the .900 mark 
and a goals saved above average at an ugly -8.5. It was 
statistically the worst year of Andersen’s career by a wide 
margin.  

Still though, Andersen is only four years removed from a 
fourth-place Vezina finish and had four straight seasons 

where he started over 50 games for the Maple Leafs. At 31-
years old Andersen is by no means young, but there’s still 
some left in the tank for sure.  

Would Andersen be an improvement over say Mrazek? 
Probably not. But if the price is right for the Canes, he’s at 
least an option to compete in a tandem, maybe as a 1B kind 
of guy.  

Wrapping Up 

Wednesday (and the days following) will be huge for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, and the biggest question mark comes in 
net.  

Needing to get not one, but two guys in free agency is a 
unique position for the Hurricanes, but one that opens up a 
lot of options. It could be as simple as signing Mrazek and 
Bernier, but both of them will get interest from other teams.  

There’s more than just this on the market, with some older 
veterans like Devan Dubnyk, Jaroslav Halak, Curtis 
McElhinney and more needing teams as well. If the Canes 
could pull off getting a guy like Ullmark, then a cheaper 
veteran behind him may be an option.  

Time will tell what the plan is for the Canes in net, but the 
truth is that Carolina’s goaltending situation is one of the 
biggest question marks for any team heading into the free 
agency window opening.
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Carolina Hurricanes Free Agent Targets: Forwards 

The 2021 Free Agent Frenzy will kick off Wednesday with a 
ton of options at all three positions. Let’s take a look at some 
potential forward targets. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes currently have a little under $30 
million in cap space to fill out the rest of their roster and need 
at least two forwards, two defensemen and two goaltenders 
if not a bit more. 

While free agency can usually be a trap that many teams fall 
into, with bidding wars ongoing for players starting to move 
past their peaks, this year presents a lot of interesting names 
for a team that is looking for a big splash and needs to win 
now. 

What is Carolina looking for?  

In the forward department, the Hurricanes should obviously 
look to add a top-six scoring winger — as every team should 
always be — but they also need another middle-six winger 
and cheap contract wingers to supplement a fourth line with 
Steven Lorentz. 

While Carolina hasn’t been involved in many rumors 
surrounding forwards yet, let’s still take a look at some of the 
bigger names on the market. 

Gabriel Landeskog 

Last Season Stats: 54GP-20G-32A-52Pts 

Last Contract: 7x$5.571 

EH Projected Contract: 7x$8.791  

The longtime Colorado captain is reportedly at a divide with 
the team over his next contract and as such he may actually 
be hitting the market on Wednesday. 

Landeskog is a top-six winger that can bring physicality and 
leadership to any team. With experience playing alongside 
two elite-level players, he could be a good fit on a team 
wanting to make a splash. 

Landeskog won’t come cheap nor on a short-term, so this 
move would have to be part of an all-in mentality, which 
Carolina might not be comfortable with, but Landeskog is 
surely a worthwhile player. 

Brandon Saad 

Last Season Stats: 44GP-15G-9A-24Pts 

Last Contract: 6x$6 

EH Projected Contract: 4x$4.944  

Saad is a goal scorer.  

He’s scored 20 or more goals in five of the last seven 
seasons and is still an elite finisher in the league.  

While his two-way game isn’t as strong, Carolina would be 
amiss to not put its name into the hat to acquire his talents. 
Saad is exactly the talent that the Canes are looking for and 
he’d be a great asset paired with a playmaker like Martin 
Necas or Teuvo Teravainen.  

Blake Coleman 

Age: 29 

Last Season Stats: 55GP-14G-17A-31P 

Last Contract: 3x$1.8 

EH Projected Contract: 4x$4.698  

If you can’t beat them, recruit their players. Coleman has 
been one of the most underrated wingers in the league and 
was really able to shine after coming to Tampa Bay two 
seasons ago.  

He was part of the Lightning’s effective shutdown and 
forechecking line with Yanni Gourde and Barclay Goodrow, 
so it would make sense that he could be just as effective on 
a line with Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast who are very similar 
players to Coleman’s former linemates. 

A strong two-way player, Coleman also brings a physical 
edge and can play on the penalty kill. Adding him would 
instantly bolster Carolina’s middle-six. 

Mikael Granlund 

Age: 29 

Last Season Stats: 51GP-13G-14A-27Pts 

Last Contract: 1x$3.75 

EH Projected Contract: 3x$5.036  

Seems like Granlund gets mentioned a lot around here, but 
there are good reasons for that. He is a talented forward that 
can play at center as well as on the wing and he’s a legit top-
six player. 

He was an excellent playmaker in Minnesota, but saw his 
production drop off in Nashville, which was to be expected. If 
he came to Carolina, his numbers should rebound and that 
would be a huge boost to the top-six. 

Kyle Palmieri 

Age: 30 

Last Season Stats: 51GP-10G-11A-21Pts 

Last Contract: 5x$4.65 

EH Projected Contract: 3x$4.219  

If I had to make a bet on Palmieri, it would be that he re-
signs with the Islanders, but if not, he is quite a talented 
player and one that should be on Carolina’s radar. 

He’s capable of playing up and down the lineup in a myriad 
of roles, but his forte is for... 

Tomas Tatar 

Age: 30 

Last Season Stats: 50GP-10G-20A-30P 

Last Contract: 4x$5.3 

EH Projected Contract: 3x$5.236  
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Tatar has been a confusing case. His isolated impacts show 
a great 5v5 play driver who makes a difference on both sides 
of the ice and his regular season stats support that, but he 
has been a steady healthy scratch through his last three 
playoff appearances. 

Tatar might be worth taking a flyer on just because there 
seems to be else at work here, but if his value drops due to 
the lack of postseason time, then why not take the chance on 
upgrading the middle-six with his talents. 

Jaden Schwartz 

Age: 29 

Last Season Stats: 40GP-8G-13A-21P 

Last Contract: 5x$5.35 

EH Projected Contract: 3x$4.757  

Maybe Carolina doesn’t need another defensive center, but 
Schwartz has a lot of experience playing in St. Louis’ top six 
and regardless, he is the type of player the Hurricanes like. 

He has been a 60-point player multiple times in his career 
and he could make a similar impact in Carolina while 
bringing his stellar defensive game with him, but that is if he 
played on the wing, which isn’t always a guaranteed 
transition. 

Matias Janmark 

Age: 28 

Last Season Stats: 56GP-11G-13A-24P 

Last Contract: 1x$2.25 

EH Projected Contract: 4x$3.782  

Janmark is a defensive winger that’s seen his overall impact 
fall since leaving Dallas. He went on a shooting bender early 
into last season with Chicago and that earned him a trade 
deadline move to Vegas where he was all right.  

He isn’t a player that you’d want to overspend on, but could 
see value as a cheap addition to the bottom-six. 

Honorable Mentions 

Ryan Getzlaf 

The Anaheim Ducks captain brings a lot to the table, but the 
Canes aren’t in need of a veteran center. Just the fact that a 
player of his pedigree is going to be a UFA is worth 
mentioning 

Eric Staal 

Until the day he retires, any uncertainty about a home for 
Staal will always create rumblings in Carolina. 

Corey Perry 

Each of Perry’s last two teams made it to the Stanley Cup 
Finals (albeit they lost), so why not take a flyer on a physical 
net-front presence. 

Brock McGinn 

We all know McGinn and the value he brings. The Canes 
should try to keep him. 

Unqualified RFAs 

Pius Suter 

I can’t believe the Blackhawks didn’t qualify Suter. Please try 
to sign him. 

Ondrej Kase 

Kase has long been linked to the Hurricanes in trade rumors, 
but the Czech forward’s injuries have essentially ruined his 
career. Maybe taking a cheap flier on him wouldn’t hurt, but 
it’s a risk. 

Nick Ritchie 

A big, physical player that goes to the net. If it can be had for 
cheap, then why not? 

Evgeny Svechnikov 

There’s something to be said about a player who couldn’t 
stick around on the very bad Detroit Red Wings teams of the 
past few years and it isn’t a positive thing. Would his 
presence help the Canes sign Andrei? Maybe. But is there 
also the chance that when he is cut it will put a bit of a 
damper on feelings between the club and the superstar? 
Also possible, and not worth that risk.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253032553.html 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-free-agency-move-might-create-more-questions-than-answers/19794455/ 
https://www.tsn.ca/carolina-hurricanes-tony-deangelo-1.1674009 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/27/22594204/carolina-hurricanes-free-agent-targets-defensemen-nhl-rumors-reilly-yandle-murray-suter-
barrie 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/27/22595992/carolina-hurricanes-free-agent-targets-goalies 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/7/27/22595251/carolina-hurricanes-free-agent-targets-forwards-landeskog-saad-tatar-coleman-schwartz-
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Clock ticking on Dougie Hamilton decision for Hurricanes as NHL free 
agency looms 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 27, 2021 02:54 PM 

 

NHL free agency begins Wednesday, and that once meant wild 
scrambling by general managers, crazy spending and new contracts that 
had jaws dropping. 

That was then. The pandemic is not over. The NHL salary cap isn’t 
budging. A lot of teams are trying to recover from the financial baths 
taken because of COVID-19 restrictions that had arenas empty until late 
last season. 

For the Carolina Hurricanes the question remains: What does Dougie 
Hamilton do? 

The Canes’ big defenseman is an unrestricted free agent. He’s a right-
shot defenseman whose offensive metrics are good. He runs the Canes’ 
top power-play unit and plays with Jaccob Slavin on the top D pairing. 
Hamilton, 28, is former All-Star who was fourth this past season in the 
Norris Trophy voting. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said he wanted the 
Hamilton situation to be resolved before free agency begins Wednesday 
at noon. The clock is ticking and Hamilton unsigned. 

But what are the Canes willing to spend to keep him? And will the Canes 
offer enough to get him to sign and stay? 

“We’re fortunate to have an owner willing to spend to the cap,” Canes 
president and general manager Don Waddell said Saturday on a media 
call. “We know we’re going to be a cap team but we’ve got to also make 
sure that we spend our money correctly.” 

Tom Dundon is the Canes owner and wants to win a Stanley Cup. Rod 
Brind’Amour won the Cup as a player with the Canes in 2006 and wants 
another as the Canes coach. 

“For years we talked about making the playoffs,” Waddell said. “We don’t 
want to talk about that anymore. We want to talk about winning 
championships.” 

But can the Canes do it without Hamilton? That’s hard to say. 

Elliotte Friedman of Hockey Night in Canada said Monday on NHL 
Tonight that he believes the Canes offered Hamilton a contract similar to 
what the St. Louis Blues gave defenseman Torey Krug: seven years with 
an average annual salary of $6.5 million. 

Hamilton’s agent, J.P. Barry, told the News & Observer in June that 
contract discussions with the Canes had been cordial but there were 
“different views on the market.” No numbers were given. 

Barry could not be reached Tuesday for comment. 

Should Hamilton leave, he would be going to his fourth NHL team. 
Drafted by the Boston Bruins in 2011, he was later traded to the Calgary 
Flames and then to the Canes in June 2018. 

The Canes, with Brind’Amour as coach, have since been a playoff team 
all three of Hamilton’s seasons. By all accounts, it has been a good fit for 
the player and the team. 

“I have nothing bad to say about my experience here and being a 
Carolina Hurricane,” Hamilton said after this past season. “I’ve really 
enjoyed it. Hopefully we can keep going.” 

Friedman said he believes the New Jersey Devils could make a big play 
for Hamilton. 

“If he wants money, I don’t think anyone can match what the Devils can 
offer with their cap space,” Matt Larkin of The Hockey News told the 
News & Observer on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes have other issues to address, too. They need to sign 
some goalies, and speculation has been Petr Mrazek and recently 
acquired Jonathan Bernier, both UFAs, could be the answer, although 
Waddell is not ruling out trades. 

One intriguing trade was made Tuesday by the Vegas Golden Knights. 
Goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, the 2021 Vezina Trophy winner, was dealt to 
the Chicago Blackhawks. The Blackhawks got Fleury, and his $7 million 
cap hit; Vegas received minor league forward Mikael Hakkarainen. 

“We’re approaching this very open-minded,” Waddell said. “We have a 
plan and I’m very confident we’ll have two very quality starting 
goaltenders.” 

Forwards Brock McGinn and Jordan Martinook are UFAs. What to do 
there? 

“It’s not just what their value is but how we’re going to make this all work 
with the cap,” Waddell said Saturday. “We want them back. Obviously 
Roddy (Brind’Amour) wants them back.” 
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The Athletic / Will the Foligno brothers team up in Minnesota? As Nick 
enters free agency, Marcus is making his pitch 

 

By Michael Russo Jul 27, 2021  

 

Like the Staals in Thunder Bay, the Folignos have homes next to each 
other along a quiet, pristine lake in Sudbury, Ontario. 

Twenty years ago, Nick and Marcus Foligno’s parents bought the big 
property. Over time, Nick and Marcus have severed land from their 
former NHL-playing and coaching dad, Mike, so they could build their 
own homes on what Marcus jokes is the “Foligno compound.” 
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There are convenient paths in between the houses. That allows Nick and 
Marcus’ five children to pop in on “Nonno” — grandfather in Italian — 
whenever they want. 

This week, Nick and Marcus’ sisters, Cara and Lisa, and their four 
children are also visiting from upstate New York. So with all nine 
grandchildren four-wheeling, fishing, swimming and getting out on the 
boat at all hours of the day, 62-year-old Nonno is “well, let’s just say he’s 
in heaven but very, very overwhelmed,” Nick says. 

“My house is next door to my dad. And then, Marcus is next door to me. 
So, I’m sandwiched in between the two.” 

Laughing out loud before he even set up the punchline, Nick says, “Kind 
of sucks!” 

“No, no, no, just kidding!” Nick says, still amused at the barb aimed at the 
man he considers his hero, his father; and the man he considers his best 
friend, his kid brother. “For Marcus and me, this is awesome. We don’t 
see each other very much during the hockey season, and we especially 
haven’t seen our dad this past year and a half with this pandemic. So, it’s 
an amazing thing. We’re very blessed.” 

On Wednesday, when the clock strikes noon in Sudbury, and Nick is 
officially open for business as he experiences free agency for the first 
time in his soon-to-be 15-year NHL career, Nick said during an interview 
with The Athletic that he envisions the sight of his brother outside of his 
padlocked house “jumping up and down looking in the windows to see 
what we’re doing.” 

Actually, Marcus made crystal clear this week he plans to be right at his 
big brother’s side as he fields phone calls and makes decisions. 

Not to pressure Nick, he swears, because we all know where Marcus’ 
allegiance lies. 

He’s a mainstay on the Minnesota Wild and set to begin his fifth season 
in Minnesota armed with a brand new three-year, $9.3 million contract. 
He’s one of the most respected voices in that Wild dressing room and 
one of their most imposing figures on the ice. And he’d love nothing more 
than to finally get to play with his brother, who at 33 is four years older 
and with whom Marcus used to share a bedroom with even during Nick’s 
first couple summers as an NHL player for the Ottawa Senators. 

“All our lives, he’s always left a league while I was entering it because of 
the age gap,” said Marcus, entering his 11th NHL season. “We never, 
ever overlapped each other. Even ball hockey, we always had to be 
separated, we couldn’t be on the same team. So it’s only been me versus 
him our whole lives. This could be the first time in our life we’d ever be on 
the same team. It’d be a dream.” 

But, Marcus just wants to be there to support him, and Nick’s all for it. 

“He’s a guy that I respect obviously, so much. And I’ll value his opinion,” 
Nick said. “He’s a guy that knows the league. He knows things inside and 
out as well.” 

Nick, 7, and Marcus, 3. (Courtesy of Marcus Foligno) 

Nick wants to make one thing very clear: His decision is not made. 

He knows it’s been well-reported that the Wild plan to pursue him. He 
knows it’s been speculated that free agency is basically a formality for 
him and he’s just automatically going to sign in Minnesota so he can 
team up with his baby bro, Moose. 

But while he admits the Wild are naturally high on his list, Nick said he’s 
heading into Wednesday with an open mind and will choose the right 
spot and opportunity for him and his family. 

“You know what? I’m excited,” said Nick, the longtime Blue Jackets 
captain who spent the past nine seasons in Columbus before being 
traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs in advance of last season’s trade 
deadline. “I’ve never been in this position before. And I think at this stage 
in my career, I’m welcoming an opportunity to pitch where’s the best fit 
for myself. 

“It’s about making sure this next place makes sense for where I’m at in 
my career, what I’m trying to accomplish, which is win, and the fit, the 
role that I still see myself wanting to play and can play, and a team that 
feels the same way. So, it’s unique. … And I really want to take my time 

with it. I’ve gone this far and I want to make sure I pick the place that I 
feel is going to be best for myself and also, what I can do for that team as 
well.” 

Nick cracked that one reason why he wants Marcus at his home during 
the process is to comfort – OK, distract – his wife, Janelle, who will be “a 
wreck.” 

“It’s funny listening to her. Her worries are so different from mine,” Nick 
said, laughing. “She’s got to know, ‘OK, where are we living? How close 
is it to schools? Where’s the nearest hospital? We all have our different 
worries of where we’re going and why. But it’ll be nice to have my dad 
and brother around to bend their ear. I’m sure it’ll be hectic, but hopefully, 
it’s a great experience.” 

Nick is trying to do a lot of his homework now with his agent, Pat Morris, 
because he also knows he’ll have to make a fairly quick decision 
Wednesday because teams need to strike fast or they could lose out on 
Plan Bs and Cs if they’re waiting on Plan A. 

So Nick’s started to think about the teams that could pursue him. 

Reportedly, the Wild, Edmonton Oilers and Colorado Avalanche are 
three teams that may call. Columbus would probably welcome him back, 
but the Jackets are clearly in the midst of a rebuild. The Maple Leafs 
have indicated they’d like him back at the right price, and while he surely 
would consider that, it’s evident that he plans to at least test the market 
since he has gotten this far. 

He’s started to think about role and opportunity, the line he could play on 
and, of course, the contract with each situation. 

“I think it goes hand in hand,” Nick said. “I think opportunity and winning 
goes with also where the team values you and how they value you. So 
that comes usually with a contract and what the term is, how much 
money. And everyone can lie and say, ‘I’ll take whatever.’ But the reality 
is you want to feel valued for when you step on the ice that you’re being 
reciprocated for the work that you’re doing. 

“My dad told me that. Especially the way we play, we’re heart-and-soul 
guys, Marcus and I. We’re guys that do a lot of the dirty work and don’t 
mind it. But you want to know that you’re valued by the team and the 
organization in that regard, so the contract does mean something to you. 
I think there’s no harm in admitting that. 

“Am I looking for an eight-year deal? No. But I am looking to feel valued. 
And I still feel like I have enough years left of quality hockey that I can 
make an impact on any team I play on. So I’m looking forward to finding 
that team that believes that as well and going with them.” 

Marcus, of course, hopes that the right fit and opportunity for Nick comes 
in a call from Wild general manager Bill Guerin. 

Earlier this month, the Wild bought out Zach Parise’s final four years of 
his contract. Nick could conceivably slide right into Parise’s left-wing 
spot. 

And there’s no doubt Marcus, a fan favorite in the Twin Cities, has done 
a lot of nudging his brother toward Minnesota, the place he’s spent the 
past four seasons since being traded by the Buffalo Sabres. 

“I don’t think I can get in trouble because I am his brother,” Marcus said, 
joking that it can’t really be considered tampering when you’re flesh and 
blood. “But I think it’s enticing to play with your brother. And at the same 
time, too, to be on a really good team that your brother can add to. I think 
that’s something that is great on my side of it is that, let’s put it this way, 
I’m not in Buffalo asking Nick to come play with me back in the dog days. 
… I think we can honestly build something and weigh in and it’d be 
unbelievable to do it together. 

“So, yeah, every morning we work out together in Nick’s home gym. We 
live next door to each other. I think it’s just casual talk every day, but it’s 
just something that it’d be awesome to play with each other, it would be a 
dream come true. … But at the same time, too, it’s not just to play with 
Nick, it’s to win with Nick. And I think that’s the biggest mentality that I’ve 
been trying to preach to him.” 

Nick admits, “Minnesota’s something I definitely take seriously and is a 
possibility because I really like the team, think they can win and it’s a 
dream of mine to play with my brother. But at the end of the day, it’s a 
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business and Marcus knows that and I know that. And I can’t make my 
decision purely based on if I want to play with my brother. … 

“I’ve gone 14 years and he’s gone 11 without playing with each other. 
We’re just more proud that we’re in the league and have an opportunity 
to play. It’s neat to hear him and how proud he is of that organization and 
that team. And I’m proud of him because he’s become such a big fixture 
on that team. But I can’t commit to that because I honestly don’t know 
where this is going to go. There’s been no talks or anything of that 
regard. That’s why I laugh when I see all these things in the paper. I get 
it. I get everyone texting me, “Are you going to Minnesota?” But I really 
don’t know where I’m going to go. And I say that truthfully to you.” 

Nick said plain and simply that his heart will tell him what’s the right 
decision. 

“I’ve kind of always followed that,” Nick said. “That’s why it took me to 
Toronto last year. Didn’t work out, but I’m going to follow my heart 
always.” 

He was so proud to don that crisp Maple Leafs blue sweater, the team he 
watched his power forward of a father play on for parts of four seasons 
during his own 1,018-game, 727-point, 2,045-penalty-minute career. 

Nick got to Toronto and “was on a point-a-game pace,” he says with a 
chuckle, before he got hurt during his fifth game against Montreal. 

“I got injured and it sucked, I mean, especially knowing what was 
coming,” Nick said of the postseason being around the corner at the time 
and the thought that the Maple Leafs were a true contender to win the 
Stanley Cup for the first time since 1967. “And we rehabbed it well, but it 
just never was quite as stable as it needed to be. And I feel healthy now. 
I feel really good now. It’s just one of those things that only time was 
going to heal it. And unfortunately in playoffs, you don’t have time.” 

The Maple Leafs held a 3-1 series lead against the Canadiens before 
Montreal stormed back to win the series in seven games. 

“Everyone plays hurt in the playoffs,” Nick said. “But I was disappointed 
that I couldn’t be the player for Toronto that I knew I could be. I think that 
was the hardest part mentally for me. Going there, excited to play there, 
feeling like I was playing really well to start and helping the team. That 
was hard. I went there to help them win. And to feel like you didn’t help 
because of your injury is a tough one to swallow. But I think it also taught 
me a lot about myself. That’s why I value this decision even more 
because nothing’s guaranteed in this league.” 

Nick has scored 203 goals and 486 points in 957 NHL games, and while 
he hasn’t topped 20 goals since scoring 26 in 2016-17, he’s still a hard-
nosed, hard-working player who can bring a lot of intangibles to a Wild 
team that needs to get grittier in all areas, especially on the power play 
with its net-front presence. 

“I think the history of my career speaks for itself and what I can do,” Nick 
said. “I think obviously, the leadership side is something I enjoy. I love 
that aspect of trying to push and make your team better and bring 
everyone together and that’s part of the game that I love. But also, the 
game itself, I think I can play up and down a lineup. I think I can patch in 
wherever needed. And that’s something I really worked hard at because I 
think that’s so valuable at the end of your career. Can you play in the top-
six when needed? Can you play in the bottom-six when needed? Can 
you help on special teams? 

“Obviously, I enjoy being on the power play, but I love helping on the 
penalty kill and impacting a team there, too. With the way I’ve been in the 
league now 14 years, I’ve worked at a lot of facets of my game to try to 
become more of a complete player, an overall player. That’s something I 
feel like I can bring to a team where when somebody goes down or you 
need me in a certain role, I can fill that role, whether it’s the whole 
season or a little while. And come playoff time, the depth that I can help 
with on a team is something I value.” 

Sounds like the perfect type of player Guerin could be targeting as he 
continues to build a new culture within the Wild. 

More than a decade ago, the Wild tried to sign former Canadiens captain 
Saku Koivu. He seriously considered Minnesota, but in the end, he opted 
to sign with Anaheim because he didn’t want to infiltrate captain Mikko 
Koivu’s room and also put his kid brother in an awkward spot of having to 

watch his big brother get criticized if Saku’s game took a downward turn 
toward the latter stage of his career. 

Nick was asked if that, too, has entered his mind. 

“You know what? No,” Nick said. “I’m not too concerned if Minnesota has 
Marcus. I don’t really look at him as my brother. I mean, we’re obviously, 
off the ice, it’s great. But when we train together, it’s all business. And I’d 
rather have a player like Marcus on my team than not.” 

He added with a hearty snicker, “I’ve tried to get him in Columbus for so 
many years and never did make it work. So I don’t think I’d be afraid of 
that opportunity. I think I’d really actually enjoy it, having a guy that has 
the same kind of mindset as I do about how a room should run. And I 
think we could complement each other pretty well. 

“I’m not going to lie to you and say it’s not come up in my thoughts, but 
then I quickly think, ‘It’s almost better in a sense that we have two minds 
that think alike.’ I’m sure there’ll be some headbutting anyway as 
brothers if I choose Minnesota. But I think it’s another player that feels 
the same way as I do how a team should run and how a team should be. 
And he’s a fun guy to probably push buttons with a little bit too. 

“So yeah … we’ll see. We’ll see.” 

If Nick does sign with the Wild on Wednesday, Marcus plans to push his 
big brother’s buttons right off the hop. 

“Don’t tell him, but we’ll be celebrating by me throwing him in the lake,” 
Marcus said, laughing. 
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The Athletic / Ranking every NHL team’s salary cap flexibility, from best 
to worst, before free agency opens 

 

By James Mirtle Jul 27, 2021  

 

We’ll start with a disclaimer: All numbers here are subject to change. 

Potentially while you’re reading this. They certainly did while I was 
writing. 

The NHL’s salary landscape is shifting extremely rapidly this week, with 
trades and signings basically every hour. What I want to do in this piece, 
however, is take a snapshot of all 32 teams and analyze the available 
cap space leaguewide before free agency opens on Wednesday. 

CapFriendly does a marvellous job of this on a daily basis, and we relied 
on their data in order to pull together this analysis. What I’ve added to 
their salary information is a projection for all 32 rosters, including a 
forecast of what teams will have to pay their restricted free agents this 
offseason. 

I’ve also included data on dead cap space (including buyouts, salary 
retention, cap recapture, etc.) and long-term injured reserve contracts. 

That gives us a pretty good idea of how much room teams actually have 
to work with in free agency — at least until they make more trades. 

Let’s get into some of the numbers. 

Leaguewide cap breakdown 

With a little more than 24 hours until the opening of free agency, NHL 
teams have already spent almost exactly $2 billion on their rosters ($1.98 
billion) between active players and dead cap space for the 2021-22 
season. 

With a salary cap of $81.5 million multiplied by 32 teams, the most the 
league can spend collectively under the cap is $2.61 billion. That means 
there is another $630 million or so to be thrown around in the coming 
days. 
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But that available cap space figure includes the salary that needs to go to 
restricted free agents, who number nearly 90 – or three per team – when 
we look at players expected to make NHL rosters. 

By our calculations, those RFAs will eat up a further $216 million of the 
available cap space, leaving roughly $400 million for unrestricted free 
agents to tap into beginning on Wednesday. 

Players 

Cap hit 

Signed 

535 

$1,932M 

RFAs 

86 

$216M 

Dead space 

$48M 

LTIR 

$44M 

Roster spots 

Cap space 

Totals 

115 

$411M 

Not all of that money will be spent. Some teams won’t spend to the cap, 
for rebuilding or financial reasons – although the Coyotes may yet 
surprise us given their recent draft-pick buying activity. 

But it’s safe to assume the average NHL team is on the verge of 
allocating around $10 million to the UFA period to fill their remaining 
holes. (By the way, I recommend reading Dom Luszczyszyn’s list ranking 
the top 50 UFAs of the 2021 class here to compliment this story.) 

By my count, there are only around 100 roster spots available for UFAs, 
after teams account for their signed one-way deals, entry-level contracts 
and pending RFAs. That means there could be 50-plus members of the 
large 2021 UFA class that have nowhere to go when the music stops at 
the end of the summer. 

Factor in some retirements and some players going to Europe. And some 
players signing for much less than anyone expects. 

It’s again going to be a squeeze for a lot of veterans on the roster bubble, 
as many teams make room for prospects to play on their cheap first 
contracts. We’re already seeing that fallout in a lot of players not 
receiving a qualifying offer, which will create even more UFAs vying for a 
limited pool of money on Wednesday. 

That’s life in the salary-cap era, especially with the cap flat yet again. 

Team-by-team breakdown 

Congratulations Sabres fans, you lead the league in something: No team 
has more available cap space than you. 

After dumping Rasmus Ristolainen and Sam Reinhart in the past few 
days, Buffalo projects to have more than $27 million in cap space even 
after signing its RFAs. 

That, however, would leave them with a roster with only five defencemen 
and no goaltender, so they obviously have some work to do to fill in their 
remaining spots. 

They’re certainly going to need some talent. Perhaps some of that money 
can be spent taking fliers on up-and-coming players who can help them 

rebuild? Or by taking advantage of some of the cap-strapped teams 
ahead of them in the standings? 

That $27 million in cap space doesn’t even include the Jack Eichel 
situation, which seems to be nearing an endgame. A trade there would 
enable Buffalo to free up even more salary. 

It’ll be interesting to see what rookie GM Kevyn Adams does with that 
opportunity. 

The 10 NHL teams with the most space 

Keep an eye on a lot of these teams to be big players in free agency. In 
some cases, where they’ll try to spend the money is obvious — i.e. 
Carolina attempting to re-sign Dougie Hamilton on a big deal and add a 
couple goalies — but in others (New Jersey, Seattle and Montreal) who 
knows where the cap space will go? 

For teams with LTIR listed, I haven’t included that as part of their 
spending, but the budget-conscious Ducks may well not put Ryan 
Kesler’s deal on LTIR next season. 

The Canadiens, however, feel likely to try to take advantage of using 
Shea Weber’s salary to take a big swing or two in the coming days. Start 
with marking them down for David Savard on the back end, for one. 

While rebuilding clubs like Buffalo, Detroit and Ottawa probably aren’t 
going to spend to the cap this season, I expect a lot of the others here to 
come close. Four of these clubs are likely playoff teams, and several 
others would like to get there in short order. 

The Kraken could make major strides toward that if they spend wisely in 
free agency here, including making good on a big bid to land Jaden 
Schwartz. 

One outlier here is the Bruins, who need to re-sign Tuukka Rask and 
David Krejci, which will zap a lot of their flexibility after they managed to 
get Taylor Hall on a medium-term deal. But not qualifying their RFAs on 
Monday has opened up some additional room if they want to be players 
in the market. 

Several of these teams have the flexibility to try to do something big and 
unexpected later this week. 

Onto the other side of the ledger… 

The 10 NHL teams with the least space 

Of note: Not included here is the pending contract for Alec Martinez with 
the Golden Knights, which will likely push them to being the most “over 
the cap” team in the league. 

Perhaps they’ll need to move a goalie here in the next little bit? 

Looking closely at all of the cap situations, what’s clear is that none of 
these teams is really in a jam they can’t get out of. Things are just a little 
tight. The Lightning and Canucks, in particular, have some maneuvering 
to do, especially so for Vancouver if they can’t squeeze Elias Pettersson, 
Quinn Hughes and newcomer Conor Garland into cheaper bridge deals. 

The Canucks projected $21 million spend on RFAs is the highest in the 
NHL by a decent margin, with the average team coming in at only $6.8 
million. 

Also not included here are possible buyouts for two goaltenders — 
Braden Holtby in Vancouver and Martin Jones in San Jose — that could 
offer those teams more breathing room. The deadline for that to happen 
is Tuesday afternoon. 

The Lightning, meanwhile, can get comfortably under the cap if they can 
find a taker for a portion of Tyler Johnson’s contract, perhaps with a 
major sweetener attached. 

All of these teams — save for the Flyers — will have a full roster once 
they have signed their RFAs, so their situation isn’t dire. But the GMs of 
these 10 teams are not likely going to be able to be players for the 
marquee free agents without moving out salary. 

Yes, that means you St. Louis and Vladimir Tarasenko. 

The 12 NHL teams in the middle  
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One team that’s a bit of a surprise to land here is the Maple Leafs, who 
are always talked about as one of the NHL’s most cap-strapped teams. 
But they don’t have any significant RFAs to sign, after getting Travis 
Dermott’s deal done, and there’s $10 million in space to allocate. 

What that doesn’t show, however, is they only have 16 players on the 
roster and real needs to fill at forward and in goal. They’re going to have 
to get creative with that $10 million in order to ensure they don’t take a 
step back after losing Zach Hyman, Frederik Andersen and a number of 
other free agents. 

The Avs, meanwhile, have to find a way to either keep or replace key 
cogs Gabriel Landeskog and Philipp Grubauer. 

The Capitals are another team with a big name UFA, as their captain, 
Alex Ovechkin, needs to get his deal done, which will eat the bulk of the 
room they have here. They freed up some money by sending 
defenceman Brenden Dillon’s $3.9 million to Winnipeg on Monday night, 
but there may be more cuts to come. 

The Islanders are likely spending a lot of their cap space on bringing 
back Kyle Palmieri, but they’ll be able to add another player in free 
agency, too. And the Oilers are making a huge bet on Hyman as a UFA 
when free agency opens that will largely limit what else they can do, 
unless they find an outlet to dump salary. 

It will be fascinating to see what some of these other clubs do with all this 
cap room, however. The Wild can be big players, for example, after 
buying out Ryan Suter and Zach Parise, and they have a number of 
holes to fill, especially if they trade RFA Kevin Fiala at some point. 

The Flames and Rangers both have enough cap space to make big 
additions, too, as they attempt to catch some of the contenders in their 
divisions. And if Chicago dumps Nikita Zadorov, as is rumoured, they’ll 
have even more salary to give out than what’s listed here. 

My guess is we’ll see some unexpected new destinations for top players 
involving some of these middle teams that not a lot of people are talking 
about. All of these teams (save for maybe Arizona) could be spending to 
the cap this year, which means this group will be providing nearly half of 
the available dollars in free agency. 

Based on the above information, here is a portrait of the average NHL 
team in the summer of 2021, on the verge of free agency: 

Current payroll: $61.9 million 

Players signed: 16.7 

Estimated RFAs cost: $6.8 million 

RFAs to sign: 2.7 

Dead cap space: $1.5 million 

LTIR space: $1.4 million 

Salary-cap space: $12.8 million 

That’ll make for a lot of money out there in the coming days. 

It’s time for the NHL’s silly season to get started. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Free-agency predictions: Will Brayden Point and Darnell 
Nurse be extended? 

Maple Leafs in on Kuemper but might not have the draft capital to get it 
done 

NHL insider Elliotte Friedman joins Hockey Central with Marek, Bourne 
and Stewart, to discuss the latest on the Maple Leafs' goalie search, and 
whether things have changed with today's Braden Holtby and Martin 
Jones buyout news. 

 

Elliotte Friedman July 28, 2021, 1:29 AM 

 

Long night, early day. So, quickie late-night blog: 

Once news broke that Colorado moved to 7x$7 million on Gabriel 
Landeskog and was willing to go to eight years, this one was over. 
Landeskog loves it there and wants to win. But it was a grind, legit stress. 

Lets do some quick predictions: 

EXTENSIONS 

Brayden Point: The Lighting announce an eight-year extension just under 
$9.5 million (the AAV for both Nikita Kucherov and Andrei Vasilevskiy). 
Like the other two, Point’s worth every penny. Tampa continues its 
history of extending players the year before their contracts expire. 

Darnell Nurse: Reported Tuesday Edmonton was discussing a four-year 
extension for him. Both sides want to extend, but there is a debate about 
the term. We’ll see where it goes. 

Carter Verhaeghe: Great year for the Panthers, and something gets done 
on Wednesday. Not sure yet on Sam Reinhart. 

FREE AGENTS 

Sticking with my previous picks, although zero guarantees I’m right. 

Dougie Hamilton: New Jersey 

David Savard: Montreal 

Blake Coleman: The prediction is he gets 6x5. Now adding Boston as my 
guess. 

Jaden Schwartz: Seattle 

Brandon Saad: St. Louis, Islanders, Pittsburgh or Los Angeles 

Kyle Palmieri: Haven’t heard a thing, which means the Islanders probably 
have him locked up. 

Alex Goligoski: Minnesota 

Derek Forbort: Boston 

Zach Hyman: Edmonton 

Ryan Suter: Dallas 

WAVERING 

Phillip Danault: Initially said Los Angeles takes surprise look. Vegas and 
Rangers also there. 

Vladimir Tarasenko: Initially said Islanders or New Jersey. Not sure now. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Friedman on Twitter 

NEW 

Alexander Wennberg: Seattle 

Nick Foligno: Minnesota 

Zach Parise: Islanders 

Michael Bunting: Toronto 

Nick Ritchie: Tough to pin down, a lot of interest 

Brandon Sutter: Vancouver. A week ago, didn’t seem like this was going 
to happen, but that’s changed. Momentum. 

Cody Ceci: Edmonton 

Frederik Andersen: Arizona, Buffalo or Carolina 
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Antti Raanta: Carolina 

Brian Elliott: Tampa Bay 

Jonathan Bernier: New Jersey 

In addition to Goligoski, Minnesota looks at Zach Bogosion and/or Jake 
McCabe. McCabe has been skating for three weeks. 

My brain is too fried tonight to have a great feel on Philipp Grubauer, 
which affects so much of the goalie market. Same for Linus Ullmark. 

TRADE 

Ryan Strome: Seattle, Vegas or Ottawa. 

Ethan Bear: Not sure, but with Tyson Barrie, Evan Bouchard and Ceci in 
Edmonton, there could be something here. I like Bear, and so do a few 
teams. 

OFFER SHEET 

Elias Pettersson: Vancouver was clearly rattled by the possibility of it… 
and have cleared a ton of cap room. I polled a few agents and executives 
to see if they thought it was really realistic. Mixed responses. Some yes, 
some no. But the Canucks thought yes, and their vote matters most. 

See you Wednesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Often overlooked, underappreciated, Garland ready for big 
stage with Canucks 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – Conor Garland has heard the Vancouver market is 
tough. 

Yeah, whatever, so is hockey when you’re five-foot-eight, been cut from 
bantam teams, ignored in the National Hockey League draft and been a 
regular healthy scratch — in the minors. 

“I've heard that,” Garland told Sportsnet when asked about alleged 
negativity in a market. “But that stuff doesn't bother me in the slightest. 
I'm probably my hardest critic and I view hockey as a privilege to be able 
to play, and you have to realize people are going to say stuff about you 
whether you play in Arizona or Vancouver or Toronto. 

“If I'm driving in my car and I hear somebody on the radio say I'm a bad 
player, it's not going to bother me in the slightest. I'm more excited about 
going to a city where on a Friday night the biggest thing (in town) is the 
game going on, and I'm one of the players on the team. Whether they're 
negative or positive, it's not going to affect me. I'm just happy to play in a 
market that is as enthusiastic about the team as I am.” 

It’s impossible for a National Hockey League player to hide in Canada, 
and Garland, who is from Scituate, Mass., on the South Shore outside 
Boston, just got a lot bigger with Tuesday’s five-year, $24.75-million 
contract extension with the Canucks. 

Green’s coaching style has Garland looking forward to joining Canucks 

The contract makes the 25-year-old winger part of the Canucks’ core, 
and becomes a mile-marker in Garland’s underdog journey through 
hockey. 

He left Shattuck-St. Mary’s academy at age 14 when the Minnesota 
boarding school, famous for its hockey programs, cut Garland from its 
bantam team. The coach told him he was too small. 

Garland played Junior B hockey in Boston, then briefly in Muskegon, 
Mich., in the United States Hockey League before moving in 2012 to 
Moncton to play major junior hockey for the Wildcats as a 16-year-old. 

At the end of his second season, Garland was bypassed by the NHL in 
his first year of draft eligibility. But teams couldn’t ignore his 2014-15 
campaign when Garland co-led the Canadian Hockey League with 129 
points, including 94 assists, in 67 games. The Arizona Coyotes drafted 
him – 123rd overall. 

It took him 2½ years in the American League to earn a chance with the 
Coyotes. In the last two seasons, Garland worked his way up from 
Arizona’s fourth line to its first. 

The Canucks coveted Garland, all speed, skill and energy, but didn’t 
believe he’d be available until the Coyotes were willing to include him in 
Friday’s blockbuster trade that brought defenceman Oliver Ekman-
Larsson and $43.56 million of salary-cap obligations back to Vancouver. 

“I was told ‘no’ a lot coming up and cut from a lot of teams, so I just 
compete and try to still prove a lot of people wrong and play with a chip 
on my shoulder,” Garland said. “I'd be lying to you guys if I didn't say 
there's (thoughts today) about people who never thought I'd play in the 
NHL or never make it this far.” 

Benning feels Ekman-Larsson & Garland will help Canucks take next 
step 

He said he gets his work ethic from his parents. His dad, Garry, who 
played college hockey and spent one season bouncing around the 
minors, runs a roofing company. His mom, Bridget, worked a graveyard 
shift as a train station foreman for the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority. Garland has three sisters. The older two played lacrosse at 
college. 

“Seeing my mom leave for work every night at 11 p.m. kind of shaped me 
to be how I play,” Garland explained. “If my parents were willing to 
sacrifice that much, then I better be willing to sacrifice that much as well. 

“There was never a doubt for me that I was going to play in the NHL. 
There was never a day ... where I thought I wasn't going to be an NHL 
player – and a really good NHL player. I still think I have a long way to go 
to becoming the player I think I can be, so I'm optimistic about that as 
well.” 

The Canucks are obviously optimistic, too, betting heavily that Garland’s 
game will continue to evolve and become more impactful. But, expected 
to play with second-line centre Bo Horvat, Garland could become a 60- to 
70-point player with the Canucks and outperform his average salary of 
$4.95 million. 

There are neither signing bonuses nor trade restrictions in his new 
contract. 

Twenty-three of Garland’s 39 points this past season came in 21 games 
against the West Division’s California weaklings. But the right winger 
drives possession, is constantly engaged and upgrades Vancouver’s 
speed, skill and scoring depth. 

At 180 pounds, Garland’s build and relentlessness are similar to that of 
Canucks rookie Nils Hoglander. 

The Canucks’ longest contracts now belong to Ekman-Larsson (six 
years), Garland and goalie Thatcher Demko (five years). Five days ago, 
two of these guys weren’t even on the team. 

That’s how quickly things are changing around the edges of the Canucks’ 
core. General manager Jim Benning’s most important signings are still to 
come as the Canucks work toward bridge deals for franchise players 
Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes. 

To help pay for all this, Benning bought out backup goalie Braden Holtby 
about the time they were announcing Garland’s extension. Unable to 
trade Holtby after the Seattle Kraken bypassed him in the expansion 
draft, the Canucks couldn’t afford his $4.3-million cap hit as Demko’s 
backup. The buyout opens $3.8 million of cap space for next season, but 
adds a charge of $1.9 million in 2022-23. 

Reflecting the pace of change and the urgency with which it is occurring, 
the Canucks have bought out two players in three days – long-time 
winger Jake Virtanen was paid off Sunday – equalling the number of 
buyouts executed during the first seven years of Benning’s time in 
charge. 
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Despite severe limitations in cap space and tradeable assets, the GM 
pledged after this season’s last-place finish to be “aggressive” in 
improving the Canucks through trades, buyouts and free agency. 

We’ve seen the trades and buyouts, and free agency opens on the West 
Coast at 9 a.m. Wednesday. 

The Canucks will be shopping for an experienced, inexpensive 
replacement for Holtby, a couple of defencemen – they’ve already been 
linked in reports to depth blue-liner Luke Schenn – and possibly another 
forward. 

After Transaction Tuesday, CapFriendly showed the Canucks with 
$20.14 million of available cap space – and at least six players short of a 
20-man NHL lineup. 

There is a lot more to come. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 07.28.2021 

1190981 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Cheveldayoff makes statement to Jets core with win-now 
deals 

 

Ken Wiebed July 27, 2021, 9:24 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - In this summer of bold moves, Kevin Cheveldayoff has 
already made his mark. 

One day after bringing back veteran forward Paul Stastny on a one-year 
deal and acquiring defenceman Brenden Dillon in a trade, the Winnipeg 
Jets added another blue-liner, shipping a third round pick in the 2022 
NHL Draft to the Vancouver Canucks to acquire Nate Schmidt on 
Tuesday night. 

Schmidt had been a target of the Jets in the past, but they were 
previously one of the teams on his 10-team no-trade clause. 

Interestingly enough, Schmidt joins Stastny — his former Vegas Golden 
Knights teammate — in waiving his no-trade clause to join the Jets. 

The Jets were looking for a significant upgrade of the defence corps this 
off-season and that’s exactly what they’ve accomplished, adding a pair of 
experienced top-four blue-liners with term on their respective contracts. 

Schmidt, who turned 30 earlier this month, has four years left on a deal 
that carries an average annual value of $5.95 million while Dillon’s 
commitment is for three more seasons at $3.9 million. 

The Minnesota product is a high-character player and a minute-muncher 
who is known for his positive, energetic nature. 

Undrafted out of college, Schmidt has carved out a solid career for 
himself as a reliable two-way blue-liner. He’s mobile, tough to play 
against and has ample playoff experience. Known more for his defensive 
acumen, Schmidt has eclipsed 30 points three times and had five goals 
and 15 points in 54 games with the Canucks last season. 

When it comes to the projected defence pairings, it’s clear Jets head 
coach Paul Maurice is going to have a number of options at his disposal. 

Schmidt shoots left-handed but actually prefers to play on the right side, 
so he’s likely going to be used alongside either Josh Morrissey or Dillon 
(if Morrissey ends up with pending RFA Neal Pionk or Dylan DeMelo. 

One thing to consider is that the addition of the veterans means that 
there is basically only one spot available on the third pairing for a group 
that includes Logan Stanley, 2019 first-rounder Ville Heinola and 2017 
second-rounder Dylan Samberg. 

Stanley was protected by the Jets in the Seattle Kraken expansion draft, 
so he has the inside track on the job as it stands right now — though he’s 
obviously facing competition for those minutes. 

Heinola and/or Samberg could start next season in the American Hockey 
League with the Manitoba Moose, depending on how things play out. 

Dillon was a salary-cap casualty for the Capitals, who needed to make 
room for the five-year contract Alex Ovechkin agreed to on Monday. 

There was plenty of chatter about how Cheveldayoff would handle this 
off-season and it’s clear he’s made a serious statement to the core group 
of players that had already committed to the organization. 

Since the current contracts of Jets captain Blake Wheeler, top-line centre 
Mark Scheifele and goalie Connor Hellebuyck all expire at the end of the 
2023-24 season, the urgency to widen the window of contention is 
palpable. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Winning only one round since advancing to the Western Conference final 
in 2018 simply wasn’t good enough and the Jets have reacted 
accordingly. 

The cost for the Jets is two-fold: they were willing to move some future 
draft capital — a second-rounder in 2022, a third-rounder in 2023 and a 
third-rounder in 2022 (they still own the Columbus Blue Jackets' third in 
2022 from the Patrik Laine blockbuster) and take on significant salary 
and term at a time when salary cap space is at a premium. 

Staring at a flat cap (or close to it for the foreseeable future), the Jets 
sacrificed some of the future for a shot at trying to win now. 

You can be sure these moves will resonate with Jets players. 

“Every year the ceiling’s obviously to win a Stanley Cup,” Stastny said 
before the deal for Schmidt was made. “I’ve said it before, that everyone 
thinks they’re one or two pieces away but when you have a goalie like 
(Hellebuyck) and you have the offensive firepower and some of the 
dynamic defencemen, you’re right there. There’s no perfect situation, no 
perfect team, and I think it just shows that’s the NHL these days. There’s 
probably 22 or 23 teams that think they’re going to win the Cup every 
year at the start of the year, maybe more, but that’s what makes it fun, 
that’s what makes it competitive, that’s what makes every game so 
impactful. 

“You see the drive and the hunger through the guys and I think that 
makes a big difference, too. You look at teams on paper and you don’t 
really know the identity or the character of those players but then when 
you’re around these guys, you realize how bad they want to win. They 
were there a couple of years ago and they might have taken a step back 
because they had so many losses on the back end just through 
unfortunate, unseen events, but what happened last year, to kind of get a 
taste of what the potential could be and you want to keep building on 
that.” 

Dillon, 30, had a similar message to reporters as he spoke with them for 
the first time since his trade became official. 

“I’m going to a team that wants to win, thinks we can win, believes that 
we’re going to be right there and that’s exciting going into a season with 
those being the expectations,” said Dillon, who advanced to the Stanley 
Cup Final in 2016 as a member of the San Jose Sharks and has 75 
playoff games on his resume. 

Cheveldayoff explained last week the Jets were committed to improving 
and he’s backed up that statement with actions. 

As free agency opens on Wednesday morning, the Jets will be looking to 
perhaps add a depth forward. Otherwise, the next order of business 
revolves around getting new deals for pending RFAs Andrew Copp, 
Pionk and Stanley taken care of. 

The money available to the Jets is dwindling (just under $4.55 million 
with 21 of 23 roster spots spoken for) after this flurry of activity, but with 
centre Bryan Little expected to be heading to LTIR again next season, 
there is a bit of wiggle room (up to an additional $5.291 million) to take 
care of the other business. 
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In the meantime, Cheveldayoff has already crossed off a couple of 
pressing items on his to-do list — including the most important one. 

As it stands right now, the Jets defence corps appears to have gone from 
a weakness to a potential strength in a span of fewer than 24 hours. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs 2021 Free Agency Preview: Needs, targets, 
issues 

GM Kyle Dubas believes Maples Leafs’ core can breakthrough 

A day after the Seattle expansion draft and a day before the NHL entry 
draft, Leafs GM Kyle Dubas stops by the show to talk about sticking with 
his team’s core, the flat cap, Zach Hyman’s future, and more. 

 

Luke Fox July 27, 2021, 8:23 AM 

 

Under president Brendan Shanahan and general manager Kyle Dubas, 
the blueprint is clear as crystal -- and equally fragile. 

Bank on the Core Four. Fill around the fringes by scouring for deals. 

The cheapest replacements for the Toronto Maple Leafs’ long list of likely 
departing UFAs -- Zach Hyman, Nick Foligno, Alex Galchenyuk, Joe 
Thornton, Zach Bogosian, Frederik Andersen, etcetera -- would be from 
within. And Dubas said Thursday that Rasmus Sandin, Nick Robertson 
and Timothy Liljegren should be given more opportunity in 2021-22 to 
prove they can stick. 

But this is a club under pressure to contend yesterday, and we see at 
least four spots that require NHL-ready talent, starting from the crease 
out. 

Any chance Maple Leafs can find a way to make Hyman work? 

“The needs of the group are fairly obvious to me and probably to people 
on the outside,” said Dubas, beginning with priority No. 1. 

“We need to find a competent partner for Jack Campbell and let them 
battle it out. Obviously, Jack had a great season. We have a lot of belief 
in Jack and look forward to him continuing to take steps next year. But 
we need to address that.” 

In terms of a skilled left wing, a penalty-killing right-side D-man and 
(hopefully) a third-line centre, Dubas should be aggressive in the second-
tier market. But with only a $9 million budget, Toronto might need to mix 
in a trade or two instead of going nuts on free agents. 

“We feel that depth on both forward and D is an area we need to address 
in free agency, in order to give [our] young players some competition to 
make sure that if they are not ready, we have the requisite depth to help 
out there. We will be active in that market as well,” Dubas said. 

“We are going to have some opportunity up front, which I think appeals to 
a lot of the players that are there. If free agency doesn’t bear fruit for us, 
and we don’t think there is value, then we will look at the trade market 
heading into the season.” 

Salary cap space: $9.36 million 

Roster size: 17/23 

Salary committed to forwards: $49.28 million 

Salary committed to defence: $20.02 million 

Salary committed to goalies: $1.65 million 

Potential UFA targets 

Linus Ullmark, G: Dubas says he has learned from a turbulent 2021 in 
the crease, as Jack Campbell and Frederik Andersen took turns riding IR 
and the club needed four starters to survive 56 games. 

“The lesson is that we have to go out and continually find somebody that 
can be a good partner [for Campbell] -- whether that is Fred returning or 
somebody else,” Dubas said. “It is making sure we are bolstered on that 
end to set the goalies up for success.” 

With 13 back-to-backs and a jam-packed April on Toronto’s schedule, a 
strong tandem will be critical. 

Andersen still believes he’s a No. 1 and will walk if another team makes 
him a suitable offer. 

Of the remaining UFA goalies, we like the 27-year-old Ullmark best and 
believe he could take off playing behind a playoff team. Petr Mrazek, 
Antti Raanta and Jaroslav Halak are in the conversation. 

There’s a chance Toronto instead goes the trade route to find Campbell’s 
partner, and Arizona’s Darcy Kuemper would be a fantastic choice. The 
Leafs aren't the only club interested, however. 

Mikael Granlund, LW: A major reason the Maple Leafs are letting Zach 
Hyman seek his payday elsewhere is that Dubas trusts he can find a 
decent top-six left winger without going so deep in term or dollars. 

Toronto has had its eyes on Nashville’s Granlund, a spunky playmaker, 
for a while now. 

It’s doubtful Dubas bothers with aggressive bidding for top-end left wings 
like Gabriel Landeskog and Brandon Saad. Instead, he’ll focus efforts on 
the less expensive second tier. 

Granlund is in that group. So are Mike Hoffman, Tomas Tatar, Foligno 
(rumoured to be considering Minnesota as well), Jaden Schwartz (eyeing 
Seattle?), Mattias Janmark and super value buys Michael Bunting and 
Nick Ritchie. 

Lots of options at different price points here. We’re betting Dubas hunts 
for a bargain. 

Philip Danault, C: Danault signing one province to the left would be the 
ultimate heel turn, a glorious can’t-beat-him-sign-him move on the part of 
Dubas. It’s no secret the Leafs have been searching for a bona fide 3C 
since dealing away Nazem Kadri in 2019, and their lack of centre depth 
was exposed in May when John Tavares went down to injury. 

(In a perfect world, Alexander Kerfoot is better suited to the wing. 
Although, today, Dubas has Kerfoot and Ilya Mikheyev pencilled in as 
third-liners.) 

The formation of a pure checking line would free the Tavares and 
Matthews units to focus more on offence and less on D-zone starts. That 
unit would need an anchor in the middle, and the ’21 final is an excellent 
blueprint. Montreal had Danault; Tampa Bay rolled out Yanni Gourde. 

The trouble here is Danault’s asking price, which will be more in line with 
the cap hit of a 2C. The chances of the pizza-loving bilingual getting 
overpaid after a five-goal season are high. 

More likely, Toronto looks at the trade market or bargain veteran centres 
to plug this hole. UFAs Nick Bonino, Alexander Wenneberg, Derek Ryan 
and Tyler Bozak (triumphant return?) would be pivots worth 
consideration. 

The fallback plan: Kerfoot and Pierre Engvall do the trick. 

Ian Cole, D: There is a reluctance to give too much responsibility to 
Travis Dermott, so the Leafs will explore a third-pairing right-side 
defender to replace UFA Zach Bogosian. 

Kill penalties. Block shots. Make the net front miserable. 

“We will try to focus on a defenceman that perhaps brings a little bit more 
power and presence in the way that Zach did. [Kristians] Rubins has that 
a little bit as a prospect for us, but we are not flush with it,” Dubas said. 
“We will look, in free agency and trade, to continue to address that.” 

Stay-at-home Cole, 32, is a left shot comfortable playing the right side. 
He's still in talks to stay with the Wild, though. 

Jason Demers, David Savard, Jordie Benn, Travis Hamonic and 
Bogosian himself are worth consideration -- but price will be an issue. 
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“It all comes down to value. If we think something is of great value, it is 
long-term, and the player is going to perform at the contract level or 
beyond all the way down to the back end of a long-term deal, there is no 
issue on our end,” Dubas said. 

“It is easy to look now and have question marks. Come September, when 
camp opens, we will be in a different spot.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers 2021 Free Agency Preview: Needs, targets, issues 

Will any Canadian teams make a big splash once NHL free agency 
opens? 

Justin Bourne discusses what all seven Canadian teams need to do once 
NHL free agency opens. 

 

Mark Spector July 27, 2021, 1:52 PM 

 

EDMONTON — For the first time in Ken Holland’s tenure as the 
Edmonton Oilers general manager, he rolls into free agency simply 
dripping with cap space. 

After buying out James Neal on Tuesday, Holland has $14.8 million in 
cap space, with 18 signed roster players. (This assumes Kyle Turris will 
be buried in the minors, per PuckPedia.) And, he can exceed the cap by 
just over $4 million, with Oscar Klefbom’s $4.17 million cap hit destined 
for Long Term Injury Reserve. 

So, he’s got plenty of cash to fill his shopping list of a left winger for 
Connor McDavid, a third-line centre to help with the maturation of young 
Ryan McLeod, a right side defenceman to replace the departed Adam 
Larsson, a third-pairing left defenceman, and a couple of depth forwards. 

Oh, and a goalie, which he’ll pay for by buying out Mikko Koskinen in the 
second buy-out window next month. 

Sure, it’s a long list. And the problem is, the list of free agents who are 
willing to choose Edmonton as their destination is far shorter than most 
Oilers fans would like to believe. 

Ryan Getzlaf? Ya, no. 

Dougie Hamilton? Not a chance he comes back into a Canadian market. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

This is the time for Holland to get after it. His stars are right in their prime, 
and his team has followed two good regular seasons with a pair of playoff 
disappointments. 

They’ve paid their dues here in Edmonton, and are ready to take the next 
step as a threat to make the Final Four next spring. But not without the 
right additions. 

It was a lack of depth at forward that really hurt Edmonton in their sweep 
by the Jets, and as such Holland did not tender Qualifying Offers to either 
Jujhar Khaira or Dominik Kahun. Now, he needs to replace them with 
better players. 

The Larsson defection really hurts. They need to replace his abrasive 
style in a market that’s pretty lean for righties who play the way Larsson 
does. But Ethan Bear as a top pairing D-man is not optimal. Holland will 
at least need a solid second pairing righty who can play more when 
Edmonton is protecting a lead, and a little less than Bear when they need 
a goal. 

With Hyman expected to be announced on July 28, Holland needs to find 
a couple more forwards who have experienced the kind of success his 
team is hoping to have. Here’s a look at how things shake out in 
Edmonton, heading into Free Agent Wednesday. 

Salary cap space: $14,829,565 (With Turris buried) 

Roster size: 18/23 

Salary committed to forwards: $33,684,167 

Salary committed to defence: $20,143,796 

Salary committed to goalies: $7,485,000 

Potential UFA targets 

Zach Hyman, LW 

The former Maple Leaf is and always was Edmonton’s primary focus, 
because furnishing McDavid with a veteran left-winger who is genuine 
Top 6 secures Ryan Nugent-Hopkins on Leon Draisaitl’s flank, balancing 
Edmonton’s top two lines nicely. 

Expect a seven-year, $38.5 million deal to drop on Wednesday, as 
Holland takes his team from regular season improvement to the next 
level: taking a serious run at playoff success. Hyman, Keith and a couple 
more veteran signings are signs that after a couple of seasons of 
stabilizing a flighty organization Holland is all-in on turning the corner and 
contending. 

Nick Bonino, C 

He represents the pinnacle in Edmonton’s search for a third-line centre, a 
veteran 3C who can give the Oilers everything required from that 
position: faceoff work, penalty killing, checking top opposition and a 
modicum of offence. Would he come to Edmonton after one tumultuous 
season in Vancouver that ended in trade back in 2014-15? 

Well, Bonino played at Boston University, where he met his future wife — 
B.U. women’s team player and St. Albert, Alberta native Lauren 
Cherewyk — and the two have a two-year-old daughter together. Could 
Bonino be open to coming to Northern Alberta, where he’d be the perfect 
3C behind McDavid and Draisaitl? Holland will be asking. 

Travis Hamonic/Cody Ceci, D 

In the wake of Adam Larsson’s departure, Edmonton needs the right kind 
of replacement — and preferably on the right side. Sure, Tyson Barrie is 
a sexy points producer, but they need someone whom did what Larsson 
did: kill penalties, stop the cycle, and hold down a late lead. 

Unfortunately, the market isn’t dripping with those guys. 

Our picks for that UFA are Travis Hamonic or Cody Ceci. Neither will sell 
tickets, but neither will break the bank either. They’ll want a better version 
of that player one day, but Holland might be able to find that player today 
on a shorter termed deal. 

Nick Foligno, LW 

Here’s a long shot, but Holland needs depth forwards and he’s tired of a 
Bottom 6 with too little experience. Foligno flamed out in Toronto last 
year, costing the Leafs a first-round draft pick the getting into just seven 
games (four more in the playoffs) due to back troubles. He’s a dangerous 
signing, at 33 years old with a bad back. But the Oilers have interest. 
We’ll see. 
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TSN.CA / ‘Pretty amazing’ feeling for Canadian women’s team to hit the 
ice ahead of Women’s Worlds 

 

By Salim Valji 
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It took a while, but on Tuesday Canada’s women’s hockey team took to 
the ice, together, for the first time since the 2021 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship in Halifax and Truro, N.S., was cancelled in April because 
of COVID-19. 

Twenty-nine players suited up at Canada Olympic Park in Calgary, the 
first on-ice session in a two-week development camp ahead of the 
rescheduled 31-game tournament which will take place from Aug. 20-31. 
All games will be played at WinSport Arena, with all of Team Canada’s 
games broadcast live on TSN.   

“It was awesome,” veteran forward Blayre Turnbull said.  

“It was a bit of a shock at first, going from practicing with four to five girls 
to practicing with a full group…it was a pretty awesome feeling.” 

The session on Tuesday was equal parts celebration and hard work.  

“I’m sure there were a ton of smiles on our faces throughout practice, but 
we sure managed to get a lot of good work in there,” she said. 

“So it was great to be on the ice together as a full team.” 

“Pretty amazing,” teammate Brianne Jenner agreed. 

“We’ve been on the ice the past couple of days but just in small groups, 
so to have the full team out there was pretty fun. There was lots of 
energy on the ice.” 

After the cancellation of the Women’s Worlds by the province of Nova 
Scotia in April, Turnbull and Jenner were the most vocal Canadian 
players, both critical of what they felt was a lack of a contingency plan 
from tournament organizers. The event was supposed to begin May 6 
after the 2020 tournament was cancelled due to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“It was definitely a disappointing week for all of us when we heard that 
news,” Jenner said.  

“It was a bit of an emotional rollercoaster for sure. But as soon as we 
knew that Hockey Canada was going to make that happen (rescheduled 
tournament), we were pretty confident in having it here in Calgary that 
the event is going to be very safe and very well run. As soon as we got 
word that it was going to go ahead, right away we refocused.” 

The goal was always to have a tournament, one way or another. 

Canada won a bronze medal at the 2019 tournament after shutting out 
Russia 7-0 but hasn’t captured gold since the 2012 Women’s Worlds. 

“All we wanted was a world championship to play in,” Turnbull said.  

“Despite the timing not being ideal – obviously, having a world 
championship to kick off hockey season is a little bit different than what 
we would typically expect – but nonetheless, we’re excited to play. Our 
sport has been through the ringer over the past two seasons, so at this 
point we’re just really happy to have the opportunity to play some 
games.”  

Behind the bench, Canada is now led by Troy Ryan. Given the 
pandemic’s impact on women’s hockey, this is Ryan’s first major 
tournament at the helm. 

“It’s great,” Ryan said. “It’s exciting. It has been a long journey for this 
group, as much as it has been for the entire country. I’m just excited now. 

“Although it’s relatively new, I’ve been with this program for a few years. 
I’m just excited to put into the games all the things we’ve been doing 
during the pandemic. 

“All that time spent together is going to be valuable,” said Ryan, who was 
hired as Canada’s head coach in January 2020. 

Turnbull and Jenner both feel Ryan was the right choice to lead the 
program heading forward as he has been a member of the team’s 
coaching staff since 2016. 

“I think Troy’s the right fit,” Turnbull said. 

“Yeah he might be new in the head coaching role, but he’s been around 
the program for a long time. All the players know Troy very well. He’s 

extremely personable. He’s extremely trustworthy, and I think those two 
qualities are what will make him a great coach.” 

Jenner emphasized the culture Ryan is building early on in his new role 
and how he’s empowered his players. 

“He’s done an excellent job in setting the standards so far in camp and 
giving us the ability as players to create the environment we want to 
create,” she said.  

“Troy is so good at making those personal connections and making 
everyone on the team and everyone on the coaching staff feel 
respected.” 
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USA TODAY / Alex Ovechkin's five-year deal leaves him in position to 
pass Wayne Gretzky's goal record 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin is in position to eventually pass 
Wayne Gretzky's goal-scoring record after signing a five-year contract on 
Tuesday. 

He will be averaging $9.5 million in the contract. He had just completed a 
13-year, $124 million contract. 

Ovechkin, who will turn 36 in September, enters the 2021-22 season with 
730 goals, sixth on the all-time list. He'll need to average 33 goals a 
season to pass Gretzky. 

He never has had fewer than 33 goals in a full season.  

Last year, he had a career-low 24, but that was because he was limited 
to 45 games by the coronavirus-shortened season, an injury and time 
spent on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

FREE AGENCY:The NHL's top 25 unrestricted free agents 

NHL OFFSEASON TRACKER:Analyzing the biggest moves 

The Capitals exposed Ovechkin in the expansion draft, but that's so they 
could protect Daniel Sprong. The team captain signed on the day before 
free agency opens. 

“Alex is the face of our franchise and is committed to this organization 
and this city,” Capitals general manager Brian MacLellan said. “Alex 
embodies what our franchise is all about, and we’re thrilled that he will 
continue his career in the Caps uniform for the next five years.” 

Capitals center Nicklas Backstrom and defenseman John Carlson, who 
help set up Ovechkin's goals, are signed for the next four years. 

Ovechkin was drafted No. 1 overall in 2004 and began play in 2005 after 
the season-long lockout. He has led the league in goal scoring nine times 
and won a Stanley Cup in 2018. He will have spent 20 seasons with the 
Capitals by the time his contract expires. 

Ovechkin could pass Marcel Dionne (731), Brett Hull (741) and Jaromir 
Jagr (766) this season. Gordie Howe is No. 2 at 801 goals and Gretzky 
leads with 894. 
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USA TODAY / Top 25 NHL unrestricted free agents: Who gets the 
biggest deal? 

 

Mike Brehm 
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The free agency signing period gets underway at noon ET Wednesday, 
but a flat salary cap could take away some of the luster. 

The unrestricted free agency field is larger this season because some 
high-profile players were bought out. 

Here is our list for the top 25 unrestricted free agents. 

Bruins goaltender Tuukka Rask isn't included because a hip injury will 
keep him out for months, and he has expressed a desire to play only in 
Boston.  

1. D Dougie Hamilton, 28, Carolina Hurricanes: He was a Norris Trophy 
favorite two seasons ago before breaking his leg and still finished 
seventh. He finished fourth in voting last season. The Hurricanes allowed 
him to talk to other teams. 

ANALYSIS:Winners and losers from the 2021 NHL draft weekend 

OFFSEASON TRACKER:Analyzing the biggest moves in a busy 
offseason 

2. LW Gabriel Landeskog, 28, Colorado Avalanche: He has been the 
team's captain for nine seasons and could find a way to return. He's a 
two-way player on one of the league's top lines, but his salary demands 
could turn away some suitors. 

3. G Philipp Grubauer, 29, Avalanche: He was a Vezina Trophy finalist 
after recording seven shutouts. If he and Landeskog leave, it would be 
devastating to the Avalanche. 

4. W Blake Coleman, 29, Tampa Bay Lightning: A back-to-back Stanley 
Cup winner who has three 20-goal seasons. His buzzer-beating goal in 
Game 2 of the Final was a wonder to watch. 

5. D Alec Martinez, 34, Vegas Golden Knights. The team is expected to 
bring back Martinez, who finished second among Golden Knights 
defensemen in ice time and points. 

6. C David Krejci, 35, Boston Bruins: The playmaking center would fit in 
nicely on a team's second line. 

7. C Phillip Danault, 28, Montreal Canadiens: He helped shut down some 
big names in the playoffs as Montreal reached the Final. 

8. D Tyson Barrie, 30, Edmonton Oilers: He gambled with a one-year 
deal and ended up leading all NHL defensemen with 48 points. He's 
more of a power-play guy. 

9. LW Zach Hyman, 29, Toronto Maple Leafs: Reports say the top-six 
forward will land with the Oilers. 

10. W Kyle Palmieri, 30, New York Islanders: He had 25 or more goals 
for five consecutive seasons before finishing with 10 last season. But he 
shined in the playoffs with seven goals.  

11. LW Jaden Schwartz, 29, St. Louis Blues: His numbers dropped off 
last season, but he does have four 20-goal seasons and five 50-point 
seasons. 

12. G Petr Mrazek, 29, Carolina Hurricanes: He put up strong numbers in 
Carolina but dealt with injuries last season. 

13. D Ryan Suter, 36, Minnesota Wild: His contract buyout was 
surprising. He'll fit in nicely in a team's second pairing. 

14. W Mike Hoffman, 31, Blues: He averaged 28 goals a game from 
2014-20. He had 17 in his lone season in St. Louis and was a healthy 
scratch at times. 

15. G Frederik Andersen, 31, Maple Leafs: He was bumped out by Jack 
Campbell in an injury-filled season, but he had between 52 and 66 starts 
in the four seasons before that. 

16. W Brandon Saad, 28, Avalanche: He can slot in on a second or third 
line and chip in 20 goals. 

21 former top NFL picks on thin ice entering the season 

NBA mock draft 5.0: No. 1 pick set, but what will Rockets do at No. 2? 

How the Big 12 can forge a future without Oklahoma and Texas 

MLB trade deadline: Star players increasingly net meager returns 

Tokyo Olympics: Get to know every Team USA athlete 

17. D David Savard, 30, Lightning: Acquired at the trade deadline, the 
shutdown defenseman grew stronger as the playoffs progressed. 

18. W Tomas Tatar, 30, Canadiens: He has had good regular-season 
numbers, but his inability to get into the lineup during Montreal's playoff 
run could dissuade teams. 

19. D Mike Reilly, 28, Bruins:  He's coming a career-best 27-point 
season, all assists. 

20. G Jonathan Bernier, 32, Hurricanes: He had a strong season in 
Detroit, and his rights went to Carolina in the Alex Nedeljkovic trade. The 
Hurricanes have no goalies under contract. Does he stay there? 

21. LW Nick Ritchie, 25, Bruins: He wasn't qualified after a career-best 
15-goal season. He led Bruins forwards with 102 hits. 

22. RW Mikael Granlund, 29, Nashville Predators: His numbers dropped 
off in Nashville, but he's versatile. 

23. RW Corey Perry, 36, Canadiens. He'll be an inexpensive fourth liner, 
but he has reached the Stanley Cup Final the past two seasons. 

24. D Keith Yandle, 34, Florida Panthers: He was bought out. He has 
flaws in his game, but he can help a power play and is durable. He's 43 
games short of breaking Doug Jarvis' iron man record. 

25. LW Zach Parise, 36, Wild: His contract was bought out, but some 
team will grab him for a fourth-line role. 

Others to WATCH: F Casey Cizikas, Islanders; G Braden Holtby, 
Vancouver Canucks; F Nick Foligno, Maple Leafs; D Ryan Murray, New 
Jersey Devils; D Jake McCabe, Sabres. F Pius Suter, Blackhawks.   
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