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Hurricanes signing Tony DeAngelo shows they really do want to be a ‘Bunch of Jerks’  

By Luke DeCock  

These are your Carolina Hurricanes. Get used to it. 

Six days after popular and affable goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 
was shipped out to the Detroit Red Wings, the Hurricanes on 
Wednesday (partially) replaced Dougie Hamilton with 
perhaps the least likeable player in the entire league. 

Even as the Hurricanes underwent what appears to be a 
complete makeover in goal, adding Frederik Andersen and 
Antti Raanta, among other unconfirmed moves, it was hard 
to get past the free-agent signing of recidivist power-play 
specialist Tony DeAngelo, who at 25 will be joining his fourth 
NHL franchise, having burned many bridges behind him. 

By a rough count, this is at least his fifth chance, the kind of 
repeated indulgence only raw talent can buy you. He’s 
signing a one-year deal for $1 million, the kind of contract 
you sign when you have nowhere else to go. 

The Hurricanes deliberately chose to bring into their fold a 
player who was suspended in junior hockey for violating the 
Ontario Hockey League’s harassment, abuse and diversity 
policy against his own teammate. A player with a history of 
abusing officials. A player who the New York Rangers told to 
go pound sand in the middle of last season after reportedly 
instigating a fight with a teammate. A player whose behavior 
has remained consistent for more than seven years. 

This isn’t even about DeAngelo’s politics, as much as he has 
indulged those whims on social media. A healthy locker room 
can absorb just about any amount of factional friction, even a 
player who defended himself to the New York Post by saying 
“I’m not a racist, I’m not an extremist and I’m not an 
insurrectionist.” 

(There’s an Internet meme for that: My “I’m not racist, I’m not 
an extremist and I’m not an insurrectionist” T-shirt has 
people asking a lot of questions already answered by my 
shirt.) 

It’s part of a very disturbing trend. The DeAngelo signing 
comes on the heels of the Hurricanes’ flirtation with Slava 
Voynov last spring, the defenseman banned from the NHL 
after he was charged with beating his wife. It comes amid 
their rumored interest in forward Jake Virtanen, bought out 
by the Vancouver Canucks after he was accused of sexual 
assault. 

The Hurricanes are making it clear there’s no column for 
character on Tom Dundon’s spreadsheet. “Bunch of Jerks” 
went from a clever marketing tagline to a cynical roster 
strategy. 

They will spin the DeAngelo signing until everyone’s dizzy. 
He’s a talented player who deserves a second — or fifth — 
chance. Rod Brind’Amour will set him straight. At the price, 
he’s a bargain who will help fill the void Hamilton leaves and 
allow the team to use its cap space more effectively and 

make the Hurricanes a better team. Some of that may even 
be true. 

Either way, it’s a serious grass-is-always-greener moment. 
After more than a decade when the Hurricanes wouldn’t pay 
any cost at all to be competitive, they now have an owner 
who’s willing to do just about anything to win. Even sign a 
polarizing player no one else would touch when he went 
through waivers twice last season. 

Of all the changes — Hamilton is apparently gone, 
Nedeljkovic and Petr Mrazek out, Andersen and Raanta in, 
Warren Foegele dealt for defenseman Ethan Bear — the 
DeAngelo signing is by far the hardest to swallow. 

The Nedeljkovic trade, while unpopular, was certainly 
defensible. Fans and front offices don’t always agree on 
what should be done, and most of the time they probably 
shouldn’t. The right move isn’t always the popular one. 
Whether cutting bait on Nedeljkovic was prescient or 
premature is open for debate, but whether fans liked it 
should not be one of the criteria. 

The Hurricanes probably needed a shake-up in net, and now 
they’re going to get one. Andersen and Raanta are, at worst, 
competent NHL goalies with considerable upside. It was time 
for a change. 

Same for the departure of the unquestionably talented and 
influential Hamilton, who will absolutely be missed: He didn’t 
cost himself any money with his playoff performance, but he 
cost himself a chance to play for a contender, whether that 
was here or somewhere else. 

As for the rest of it? Foegele just didn’t produce enough, 
especially in the last two postseasons, and Bear is a useful 
piece on defense. So is reliable veteran Ian Cole on a one-
year deal. Re-signing Jordan Martinook helps solidify the 
culture in the dressing room, and when healthy, he can be a 
wrecking ball. The Hurricanes swapped Brock McGinn for 
Josh Leivo -- more production, better analytics, although 
McGinn certainly created the chances to score more -- for $2 
million less. 

DeAngelo is different. 

The Hurricanes are bringing in a player whose past actions 
are reprehensible, someone who even in the most neutral 
light doesn’t represent what Hurricanes fans believe (or 
believed) their team to be. The bond between fan and team 
is always emotional, but at its core there’s a belief — 
delusional though it may be — that everyone’s pulling on the 
same rope. 

With their social-media presence and Storm Surge and 
willingness to make a self-referential joke out of just about 
anything, the Hurricanes have played into the belief among 
fans that they’re not merely a hockey team but the 
gravitational center of an entire community. Winning, while 
essential, is part of a larger, holistic environment. 
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The appalling cynicism of the DeAngelo signing puts the lie 
to all of that, casts a shadow over all of the great and 
commendable things the Hurricanes do for their fans and for 
the community. 

To borrow from (the other) Hamilton, if you stand for nothing, 
what’ll you fall for?

 

Hurricanes sign controversial defenseman Tony DeAngelo to free-agent deal  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes took a gamble Wednesday as NHL 
free agency began.  

The Canes signed defenseman Tony DeAngelo to a one-
year, $1 million contract. DeAngelo’s signing gave the Canes 
a right-shot D-man with solid offensive skills — in theory, to 
help offset the loss of defenseman Dougie Hamilton, if he left 
the Canes in free agency — but also would come with a 
price. 

DeAngelo’s personal background, on and off the ice, is 
problematic. The former New York Rangers defenseman, 25, 
was suspended in his junior hockey days in the Ontario 
Hockey League for abusive behavior. He has abused 
officials, in the OHL and NHL. He was put on unconditional 
waivers this past season by the Rangers after an incident 
involving a teammate and had his contract bought out, 
making him a free agent. 

“Tony is a smooth-skating, puck-moving defenseman,” 
Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a 
statement Wednesday. “We’ve done a lot of background 
work on this player and we are confident that he can be a 
positive addition to our group.” 

DeAngelo’s social media use has created negative attention. 
A supporter of former President Donald Trump, DeAngelo 
has tweeted about the 2020 presidential election being 
rigged. He also questioned the severity of the coronavirus 
pandemic on Twitter. 

DeAngelo, 25, deactivated his Twitter account after Trump 
was banned from the platforming following the storming of 
the U.S. Capitol in January. DeAngelo then said he would 
join Parler, another social media platform favored by Trump 
supporters and some ultra-conservatives. 

The news about DeAngelo, first reported on Twitter by Frank 
Seravalli, created a big stir Tuesday among a number of 
Canes fans, who took to Twitter and other social media 
avenues to voice their disapproval and continued it 
Wednesday. 

Some noted that the Canes have cited the building of a 
“culture” of winning and the desire to bring in the right kind of 
player. 

“If a guy doesn’t fit we don’t want him,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the 2020-21 season. 

Slava Voynov, for example. 

Another right-shot defenseman, Voynov won two Stanley 
Cups with the Los Angeles Kings when former Canes 
captain Justin Williams was a teammate. As the Canes 
approached the NHL trade deadline this past May, his name 
was mentioned. 

Voynov has not played in the NHL since being suspended by 
the league in October 2014 following an arrest for domestic 
violence charges involving his wife. The Russian later 
pleaded no contest to a charge and was sentenced to 90 
days in jail and three years probation, leaving in 2015 to play 
in Russia’s KHL. 

Waddell said in March that Voynov was discussed by the 
Canes and Williams, an advisor to Waddell, weighed in 
during the discussion. 

“We passed on it,” Waddell told the News & Observer. 

DeAngelo was a first-round draft pick — No. 19 overall — by 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2014. He was traded to the 
Arizona Coyotes, then to the Rangers in 2017. 

DeAngelo led Rangers defensemen with 53 points in 68 
games in 2019-20, a season disrupted by the pandemic. For 
DeAngelo and the Rangers, their last game in 2019-20 had a 
nightmarish end — one that most Canes fans fondly 
remember. 

The Canes swept the Rangers in the best-of-five postseason 
qualifier in the Toronto bubble in August 2020. In the third 
game, Canes center Sebastian Aho undressed DeAngelo 
with a quick move to the net with the puck, leaving the D-
man standing frozen like an ice sculpture and scoring on a 
wicked backhander. 

The Aho highlight quickly went viral. The Rangers went 
home. 

DeAngelo signed a two-year, $9.6-million contract with the 
Rangers in October 2020 as a restricted free agent. His 
2020-21 season ended after the Jan. 30 dust-up with a 
teammate. He played just six games. 

In junior hockey with the Sarnia Sting of the AHL, DeAngelo 
was suspended for abuse of officials and for violations of the 
league’s policy on preventing “homophobic, racist and sexist 
language.” 

DeAngelo, while draft-eligible in February 2014, was 
suspended by the OHL for what the league announced was 
a “most inappropriate statement” to a teammate.
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Understanding the Hurricanes’ moves in NHL free agency and why they made them  

By Chip Alexander  

While the waiting continued Wednesday on free agent 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton, the Carolina Hurricanes were 
busy reshaping their lineup. 

The Hurricanes, on the first day of NHL free agency, signed 
goalies Frederik Andersen and Antii Raanta. They traded 
forward Warren Foegele to the Edmonton Oilers for 
defenseman Ethan Bear while also signing veteran 
defenseman Ian Cole and forward Josh Leivo. 

Hamilton, an unrestricted free agent, finally signed with the 
New Jersey Devils for seven years with an annual salary-cap 
hit of $9 million. By then, more than five hours into free 
agency, the Canes’ acquisition of Bear and Cole, then the 
signing of defenseman Tony DeAngelo, were indications the 
Hurricanes were putting defensive replacements in place. 

The Canes were left without a signed NHL goalie after 
trading Alex Nedeljkovic, a restricted free agent, to the 
Detroit Red Wings last week for the rights to UFA goalie 
Jonathan Bernier. Petr Mrazek and James Reimer both were 
UFAs looking elsewhere. 

Mrazek signed Wednesday with the Toronto Maple Leafs as 
the Leafs and Canes, in essence, swapped free-agent 
goalies — Andersen for Mrazek. Reimer later signed with the 
San Jose Sharks. 

Andersen, 31, signed a two-year contract with the Canes that 
will pay $4.5 million a year. Raanta, 32, agreed to a two-year 
deal for $2 million a year.  

“Antii Raanta, with his track record, if you look at his 
numbers are unbelievable,” Canes president and general 
manager Don Waddell said on a media call. “He’s run into 
some injuries the last few years. We really feel with the right 
training, which he’s doing now, and working with our team 
here, that staying healthy, if you look at the last five or six 
years his numbers are outstanding.  

“We think that combo with those two guys gives us the best 
opportunity to win hockey games and take us where we want 
to get to. 

Staying with the Canes was UFA forward Jordan Martinook, 
an alternate captain who agreed to a three-year deal. 
Leaving was UFA forward Brock McGinn, a popular player 
with Canes fans and coach Rod Brind’Amour who took a 
four-year offer from the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“Jordan has played a tremendous part in helping to change 
the culture of our organization over the past three years,” 
Waddell said. “He’s an asset to our team and our community, 
and we’re a tougher team to play against with him on the 
ice.” 

Waddell expects Leivo, 28, to be a capable replacement for 
McGinn, saying, “Josh is an experienced two-way forward. 
We expect him to fit our playing system well.” 

The Canes had been in negotiations with Hamilton and his 
agent, J.P. Barry, since the season ended with the playoff 

loss to Tampa Bay, but were unable to reach a suitable 
agreement. Hamilton’s value on the free-agent market was 
higher than the Canes were offering. 

Bear, 24, will give the Canes a young defenseman and Cole, 
who will be with his fifth NHL team, the needed experience to 
help offset Hamilton’s loss. Cole, who has won two Stanley 
Cups, signed a one-year deal for $2.9 million, the team said. 

“Ethan is a young, right-shot defenseman with offensive 
upside,” Waddell said in a statement. “We’re excited to add 
him to our team as he continues to grow as an NHL player.” 

DeAngelo, whose signing was upsetting to many Canes 
fans, has some offensive upside to his game that he showed 
at times with the New York Rangers. That was before his 
behavioral problems caused him to be put on unconditional 
waivers and then his contract bought out by New York. 

Mrazek, after three seasons with the Canes, accepted a 
three-year offer from the Toronto Maple Leafs that will pay 
him a reported $3.8 million a season. Reimer signed a two-
year deal with San Jose for $2.25 million a year. 

The Canes drafted Andersen, 31, in the seventh round of the 
2010 NHL Entry Draft but could not sign the Denmark native. 
While he has a lot of NHL experience — 393 regular-season 
games, 53 playoff games in eight seasons — Andersen was 
sidelined by a knee injury part of this past season as Jack 
Campbell took over as the Leafs’ No. 1 guy in net. 

Andersen finished the 2020-21 season with a 13-8-3 record, 
2.96 goals-against average and an .895 save percentage. 
He did not appear in the Stanley Cup playoffs for the first 
time in his career. 

Andersen’s overall record in eight NHL seasons is 226-100-
48, with a 2.65 GAA and .915 save percentage. He won a 
career-high 38 games for the Maple Leafs in 2017-18. 

Raanta, 32, has a 93-65-20 record in eight seasons, the last 
four with the Arizona Coyotes. Raanta, who has had injury 
problems, is coming off an uneven season in which he 
started just 11 games and was 5-5-2 with a 3.36 GAA and 
.905 save percentage. 

Andersen was something of a surprise draft pick by the 
Canes in 2010, taken No. 187 overall. It was noted at the 
time that he was in net when Denmark beat Finland in the 
2010 IIHF World Championship and was a big backstop at 6-
4 and 220 pounds. He was later selected in the third round of 
the 2012 NHL Entry Draft by the Anaheim Ducks at 87th 
overall. 

After parts of three seasons with the Ducks — Anaheim 
reached the 2015 Western Conference finals in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs — he was traded to the Maple Leafs in June 
2016 and soon signed a five-year, $25 million extension. 

Andersen has a playoff record of 27-23 record, 2.55 GAA 
and .916 save percentage. He won 11 playoff games with 
the Ducks in 2015.
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Best and worst moves made by the Hurricanes to open NHL free agency  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes remained active Wednesday on the 
start of NHL free agency, making several moves as they 
readjusted their roster. Some were better than others: 

The best move: Jordan Martinook 

The news of Martinook’s re-signing hardly registered 
Wednesday amid all the talk about Dougie Hamilton and the 
other free agents in play. But the Canes put an “A” on 
Martinook for a reason, for his leadership as an alternate 
captain, his positive attitude and his work ethic. They re-
signed him to a three-year deal for a reason. 

Martinook has fought through injuries, often playing while 
hurting. He helped mentor Andrei Svechnikov as a rookie 
and has been something of a personal cheerleader (“Mistah 
Svech-ni-kov”) for the Russian forward. He also might be the 

right man to say what needs to be said, if and when it needs 
to be said, to some of the Canes newcomers. 

The worst move: Tony DeAngelo 

This was a free-agent signing the Canes could have done 
without Wednesday, giving the term “no-brainer” another 
kind of definition. Yes, the prospect of losing defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton was daunting and the void is a big one. But 
DeAngelo? With all his personal baggage? 

DeAngelo has been a problem player at every level, abusing 
officials and teammates. While he might be able to produce 
enough offense to make it a sensible signing numbers-wise, 
and while Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour might be able to 
keep him in check, and while he likely will be a zero-
tolerance kind of player in the room and on the ice, 
DeAngelo was a gamble the Canes didn’t need to take. Just 
ask their fans.

 

Tony DeAngelo says he’s a changed man. Canes are giving him a chance to prove it  

By Chip Alexander  

Tony DeAngelo promises to be a good guy, a good player, a 
good teammate. 

He says he has made mistakes, regrets them and has 
learned from them. All he wants, he says, is a chance to 
prove it. Another chance. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are giving him that chance. They 
signed the former New York Rangers defenseman to a one-
year, $1 million free-agent contract Wednesday despite his 
troubled past, despite a fierce backlash from angry Canes 
fans and skepticism in some NHL circles. 

Don Waddell, the Canes’ president and general manager, 
patiently withstood the media firestorm Wednesday 
afternoon that he knew would come after the signing. 
DeAngelo’s past includes suspensions for abusing officials 
and using a slur against a teammate in junior hockey. He 
had an “altercation” — his word — with a Rangers teammate 
last season. 

Many Canes fans were upset by the decision to sign him. 
Several voiced their opinions on DeAngelo, using social 
media as a personal megaphone, calling up Canes ticket 
representatives and demanding answers. 

“We did our research on who this person is beyond the 
perception of him,” Waddell said on the media call. “There’s 
no doubt he has made mistakes. We acknowledge that and 
more importantly he recognizes that he’s made mistakes, 
and he knows he’s got to continue to work and grow as a 
person. We talked to his teammates, coaches, support staff. 
We have guys who played with him. And everybody who has 
worked with him, the common thread, the message, was that 
they support this player. ...  

“Did we know there was going to be some people not happy 
about this? A hundred percent. Did we make sure we 
checked all our boxes from an organizational standpoint and 
that we felt comfortable moving forward? A hundred percent. 

Again, time will tell but we really feel this is headed in a good 
direction.” 

DeAngelo, who also was on the media call, noted that he 
talked with team owner Tom Dundon. He spoke with Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour several times. He talked with Canes 
forward Jesper Fast and defenseman Brady Skjei, who once 
were his teammates on the Rangers. 

What convinced the Hurricanes to give him a chance? 

“I think as you get older and more mature, I mean a lot of the 
stuff that has happened in my career stemmed from 
emotions from being competitive,” DeAngelo said. “There 
never been any off-ice problems or things like that. It just 
comes from having a high level of compete for the game and 
passion for the game. 

“I made some mistakes along the way and things I regretted 
that I’ve tried to improve on. And now I just have to prove it 
to the Hurricanes. ... I told them I would not let them down 
and I’m a man of my word.” 

There have been some off-ice issues for DeAngelo. His use 
of social media has created problems, as he used his Twitter 
account to support former president Donald Trump, criticize 
the 2020 elections or question the legitimacy of the threat of 
COVID-19.  

Waddell said DeAngelo had been off social media for six to 
eight months and did not see it being an issue, although he 
said the Canes would not place restrictions on DeAngelo’s 
social media use. 

“He knows what he can and cannot do,” Waddell said.  

More troubling for DeAngelo was his suspension in the 
Ontario Hockey League as a junior for violating a league rule 
on abusive language or slurs. He said he was twice 
suspended for “yelling at a ref” and once for a slur that he 
said regretted, saying he apologized to the teammate and 
that they “still are friends today.” 
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The Canes, despite making an eight-year contract offer, lost 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton to the New Jersey Devils as 
NHL free agency began Wednesday. They traded for 
defenseman Ethan Bear and signed old-pro D-man Ian Cole. 

DeAngelo, 25, said he spoke with various teams and at times 
the conversations ended because of the possible backlash 
some owners and general manager did not want to face.  

But the Canes talked with him, he said. They did their 
research. He talked with Dundon on Tuesday, again stating 
his case. 

“I told him I was looking for a chance to come in and prove 
myself and he was willing to give me that chance and I’m 
very, very appreciative and grateful to him,” DeAngelo said. 
“I told him on the phone just last night ‘I’m not going to let 
you down.’” 

And Canes fans? They’ll need to be convinced, too. 

“I think the fans are going to appreciate my play,” said 
DeAngelo, a New Jersey native who is listed at 5-foot-11 and 
180 pounds. “I play hard, I make plays, I’ll stick up for my 
teammates.  

“I think there’s a perception of myself and I think there’s a 
reality as well. It gets lost a little bit from what you read on 
social media and stuff. I think once the fans get to see me 
play and see me around the community, I think they’re going 
to take a liking to me and I hope they do. That’s my plan.” 

DeAngelo recognizes there are Canes fans who are mad, 
who are threatening to stay away from games because of the 
signing. 

“I would hope they don’t cancel their season tickets,” he said. 
“There are a lot of great players on the team, it’s a great 
organization. 

“Stick with us, give me a shot and I’m going to make the best 
for you guys.”
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Ethan Bear on being traded, his time with the Oilers and ‘looking forward’ to opportunity in 
Carolina: Q&A 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Speculation that Ethan Bear could be dealt from the Oilers 
intensified as Tuesday night turned to Wednesday morning. 

It didn’t take long for that to become a reality after Bear woke 
up in Edmonton. The trade was finalized less than an hour 
before free agency officially opened at 10 a.m. MT. 

With contracts for Tyson Barrie and Cody Ceci secured, Bear 
was the odd man out on the right side of the Oilers defence. 
The 24-year-old was dealt to the Hurricanes for Warren 
Foegele, 25, a speedy depth forward who’s a restricted free 
agent. 

“It’s hard to trade people,” Oilers GM Ken Holland said. “You 
know them as hockey players. I’m back in the locker room 
and get to know them as people. 

“Ethan’s a great young man and he’s 24 years of age. But I 
have an obligation and a responsibility to make moves to 
make the team better. It was tough.” 

Bear is now preparing to move on from the only NHL 
organization he’s ever known. He was drafted by the Oilers 
in the fifth round (124th) in 2015. He played 132 games in 
the NHL, tallying eight goals and 33 points. 

He was expected to return to his former spot alongside 
Darnell Nurse, with whom he’d had so much success in 
2019-20, before the trade went down Wednesday. He was 
also planning to do much of his training in Edmonton this 
summer after deviating from that plan last offseason. 

But a new opportunity awaits. 

There could be a plum position available for him in Carolina 
after star right-handed defenceman Dougie Hamilton signed 
with New Jersey later in the day. 

Bear isn’t familiar with anyone on his new team, but he 
knows ex-Hurricanes players Micheal Ferland and Joel 
Edmundson. That should help him adjust to his new 
surroundings. 

“I’m sure this transition shouldn’t be too hard,” he said. 

Shortly after the deal went down, Bear took a few minutes to 
chat with The Athletic about the trade and what’s to come. 

Your name had come up recently in trade rumours. Did you 
sense this trade could be coming? Were you surprised that 
this happened? 

No, not really. I heard a couple things, but nothing was too 
solidified. I didn’t know what to think. I was just going about 
my day. If it went down like it did today, I was going to be 
ready for it. 

You had a very good year a couple years ago. Last year 
you’d probably classify it as up and down. What were you 
hoping to do this upcoming season in Edmonton? 

This offseason is very important to me. I wanted to prove a 
lot of people wrong. I wanted to put in the work and prepare 
for the season, go out, leave it all out there and do my best. 
That’s still my goal. 

How would you look back on your time in Edmonton? 

I look back at it being very grateful, I would say. They drafted 
me, gave me some time to develop in the minors. I had the 
opportunity to break into the league on my own. I had one 
really good season. I wasn’t too good last season. But I’m 
very happy with the way everything went. Right when I got 
drafted to now, I had a good experience. I’m very excited for 
what’s coming for myself in Carolina. 

I’m not sure how much you look at analytics, but, if you look 
at your underlying numbers last year, they weren’t really all 
that bad. They were actually pretty good. Why did you feel 
like you had a down season? Were there any positives you 
can take forward in your game? 

I learned a lot within myself and within the league, what I 
need to do if I want to be a good player. I know the advanced 
stats and everything aren’t that bad. But I didn’t perform to 
my own standards. I had to deal with a couple injuries during 
the season. Then everything was so hectic for myself. Maybe 
I’m harder on myself than I should be with the way my 
season went. But that’s how I am. I expect a lot out of 
myself. I’m just looking forward to this new opportunity right 
now. 

Do you feel like it’s a sour way to end your time in Edmonton 
given what you had to endure at the end of the playoffs with 
the racist comments directed your way? 

Yeah. You look around at Canadian markets and fan bases 
are really involved, which is awesome. It was something very 
tough that I had to experience after the playoffs. That’s not 
something any person or player wants to go through. I’m 
sorry about that. With the organization, it’s nothing they can 
control. I thought I handled it well. I’m happy to move on from 
that and get a new opportunity in a new city. 

How do you “move on from that,” as you put it? 

You really don’t. You just keep going on with your life. I’m 
trying to be my best self every day. I can’t really control what 
other people think or say. I’m not trying to focus on the things 
I can’t control. I’m just making sure that I’m ready to play my 
next season. That’s what I’m focusing on right now. 

As for next season, have you had any contact with anyone in 
Carolina? What do you think about your potential role on a 
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team that was very good last year? (Note: This interview was 
conducted before Hamilton signed with the Devils.) 

I talked to the GM (Don Waddell). A couple players on the 
team have messaged me. I don’t know. For me, I want to let 
my play do the talking and see where I’m at after camp. 
That’s all I’m focusing on right now. I’m not really thinking 
about my role or what I should do there. I think that stuff’s all 
going to come naturally. 

You’re going from one team that’s thought to be on the 
upswing to another team that’s been very good for a couple 
of years and expects to continue that path. How nice is that 
for you? 

I’m definitely excited about that. I know they’ve got a really 
good coach with Rod (Brind’Amour) and they’ve got a good, 
young core, and they’ve got a good locker room. I’m very 
motivated and excited to get there. Honestly, I just want to 
have fun and play hockey and be in front of fans again. 

I know you’ve played there before, but have you seen any 
videos of their crowds when the rink is full there? 

Yeah, it looks wild. They’ve got a good fan base. Honestly, I 
just can’t wait. I think everything happens for a reason. I’m 
excited. 

What’s the plan for the rest of the offseason? Are you going 
to try to get down there soon or wait until September? 

I haven’t quite figured out all those details yet. Kelowna 
(B.C., where he typically spends time in the offseason) is a 
good option for me. I’ll see what they have in terms of 
training and skating coaches in Carolina. That’s something to 
figure out at a later date. 

It seemed like you were part of the building process here in 
Edmonton. Is it disappointing to leave that behind? 

No, I wouldn’t see it that way. This is a stepping stone in my 
career. Wherever I go, I’m going to keep building. I’m just 
trying to represent myself and my team professionally and 
win some games. I’m not worried about leaving here and 
what’s in the past. I’m more just looking forward to what’s in 
store in the future. 

Lastly, this seems like a huge moment in your career — 
getting traded for the first time. How do you feel like you’re 
handling everything? 

I think I’m handling it well. I’m excited. I’m looking at the 
positives. I’m honestly looking forward to it. This is something 
that I’m experiencing for the first time. It’s very exciting for 
myself and my family.
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The Hurricanes’ signing of Tony DeAngelo was a choice — and one that could change the 
perception of the team 

By Sara Civian 

It’s part of the sell of small-market teams: That they’re 
different. Maybe even better. That they care more about the 
community and their fans than big-market teams do. 

This has been a part of the Hurricanes brand as long as I’ve 
been around the team. Maybe they weren’t ever going to 
draw the biggest free agents, and maybe they wouldn’t pay 
all of their employees market value, and maybe people 
would call them “cheap” — and maybe often they even would 
be. 

But the tradeoff, as one former Hurricanes employee told me 
years ago while still with the team, was “knowing you were a 
part of something you helped build and that you believe in.” 

And don’t get me wrong: There are so many good people 
who work for the Hurricanes right now and who believe in 
what the team is building and selling. 

Those people had nothing to do with the team’s signing of 
Tony DeAngelo to a one-year, $1 million contract 
Wednesday. In fact, these lower-level employees’ lives and 
the brand they have built are about to become significantly 
harder because of this. 

Everything will, including press conferences. 

The Hurricanes on Wednesday uprooted the majority of a 
roster that last season finished third in the NHL in points and 
was pretty promising on paper heading into 2021-22, as well. 
There are two new goalies. Dougie Hamilton is officially 
gone. And there are at least four new skaters signed to 
deals. 

And yet, more than 17 minutes of the 18:28 that general 
manager and team president Don Waddell spent addressing 
the media after all the moves were spent on one specific 
one-year, $1 million deal: the signing of DeAngelo. 

That’s a choice the Hurricanes made. 

First, a quick refresher on DeAngelo’s history, which during 
his own 14-minute, 56-second interview Wednesday he 
declined to go into “specifics” on. It includes the following: 

• He was suspended in the OHL for violating the league’s 
harassment, abuse and diversity policy, resulting from a slur 
directed at a teammate. 

• He has been suspended twice for abuse of an official — 
once in the OHL and once while playing for the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

• He was waived by the New York Rangers after an 
altercation involving a teammate. 

• He has a raucous social media history that includes urging 
a fan who disagreed with one politically charged take to find 
him outside Madison Square Garden after a game. “I’m an 
easy guy to find …” he wrote. “You don’t have to tell me what 
you would or wouldn’t do … just show me if you want to be a 
big man.” 

Waddell said Wednesday that DeAngelo has changed. I 
asked him what specifically led him to believe that. 

“I don’t have all the particulars,” he said. “We’ve read and 
researched everything. He’s recognized it. He’s lived up to 
his mistakes. He continues to try to be a better person. I 
know he’s worked with a group out of New York, working on 
himself. That’s all you can do. You believe in what people 
are telling you, and we’ve talked to Tony a numerous amount 
of times. We all got comfortable making this decision.” 

What did he learn, working in this group out of New York, I 
wondered? Was it anger management or some other 
personal issue he was addressing? 

“I’ll leave that to him,” Waddell said. “You’re going to talk to 
him later.” 

And talk to him we did. 

“I’m not going to get too specific with the group because it 
was through my agency and we kind of worked together,” 
DeAngelo said. “Obviously, I’ve kind of had some downtime 
since the beginning of February after leaving New York. It’s 
just trying to control your emotions the best you can and not 
let the emotions get the best of you and making mistakes 
from it. So we’ve done a lot of work. My agent set us up with 
some good people. I think there’s been a lot of progress. 

“And now, like I said, I just have to go to Carolina when I get 
there, prove it to the team, the players and obviously 
ownership, coaches. So I’m looking forward to it.” 

So, no specifics — just “there’s been a lot of progress” and 
he’s looking forward to his chance at a fresh start. 

Later, he mentioned that he had made a “mistake” calling a 
teammate a racial slur 10 years ago. I asked, “OK, fine. What 
would you say to a Hurricanes fan who was called a racial 
slur last week?” 

“I would say to them that I’ve learned,” he said. “It’s never 
happened again, and I was regretful of it. I’m still friends with 
that guy and I’ve apologized to him. I did what I had to do 
there, and I wanted to do it. I had to go to some counseling 
classes back then. I don’t know what you would put them as. 
I don’t think you would describe them as anger management 
— more like sports psychology would make more sense to 
say, I guess. But I regretted what I said. It was in the heat of 
the moment in a game, and it’s something that I wish I could 
take back. I can’t take stuff like that back, though. It’s not like 
I can say, ‘Oh, it didn’t happen because I’m sorry.’ But it’s 
something that I wish would have never happened. But it did 
and I learned from it. Hasn’t happened again and never will 
happen again. 

“And to fans that are still dealing with that, it’s something that 
you hate to see. It’s not what anybody wants to be, and I’m 
sorry for that. I hope that I can help people when I get to 
Carolina. It’s tough for me to know exactly the people that 
are dealing with this, but I know it goes around still. I’m just 
hoping people get to know me and, I think if they do, they’re 
going to like me. I’m really looking forward to getting down 
there.” 
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So, sports psychology? Counseling? Working with a group? 
“Tough for me to know … but I know it goes around still”? 
Racism is the “it” in that sentence, of course. “Hate to see it.” 

Is this what convinced the Hurricanes he was worth gambling 
their dressing room on? What convinced Waddell that he’s 
done “all you can do”? It doesn’t really sound that different 
from what he said in 2014, explaining his history when he 
first joined the Lightning. 

“That’s definitely in the past,” he said. “It’s been in the past 
for me for a while. But I still had to explain myself and be 
honest because teams need to do their homework and not 
go into it saying, ‘It’s not a big deal,’ because it was a big 
deal and a mistake. I’ve learned from it, and I’m ready to 
change. And I’m going to bring a high-character, high-
competitive guy to the organization.” 

The truth is that the Hurricanes and DeAngelo had no 
answers because there are no answers, except for the one 
nobody wants to believe. The Hurricanes are just like every 
other team. 

I wish it was as simple as to say that the Tom Dundon-
owned team is just poor and taking what it can get. That’d be 
the most generous interpretation of what the Hurricanes 
have done this offseason. And I wish there had been some 
compelling reason given by the team Wednesday for its 
belief that DeAngelo has changed. 

I expressed this doubt to one Hurricanes employee, and he 
said, “Let’s help him get there.” 

I’m all set with that. 

I was met with an overwhelming sense of community when 
playoff hockey returned to PNC Arena on May 18. Maybe it 

was the sight of 2021 Jack Adams winner Rod Brind’Amour’s 
very own son engaged in an intense game of street hockey 
feet away from his dad leading a once-broken team to its 
third straight playoff appearance. Maybe it was 
Brind’Amour’s comments after the game, in response to the 
magic in the crowd. 

“I think the people just needed something to cheer about,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We had a year and a half worth of just 
junk thrown at everybody. It was just, ‘Hey, we’re here to 
enjoy ourselves. That’s what life’s about.’ We can do it in an 
environment with people we love? What the heck? Why 
wouldn’t we?” 

So many Hurricanes fans are now questioning if this is really 
an environment full of people who love them back. 

But a brand can’t love you back, and the Hurricanes’ touting 
of a fan-friendly, accepting culture of positive tweets saying 
“Hockey is For Everyone” was just that — a well-curated 
brand. 

One thing was clear in the otherwise-mystifying trade to send 
Calder finalist and up-and-coming goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to 
the Red Wings last week: The Hurricanes didn’t care what 
you or anyone else thinks about their decisions. 

They aren’t owned by the community or the fan culture or the 
fantasy of what it means to be a small-market team. They’re 
owned by a rich man, Tom Dundon. And he just spent $1 
million to sign a player he thinks can be a good deal. 

Hockey culture is insidious, and don’t let anyone convince 
you otherwise: The Hurricanes are not exempt.
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Ranking the winners and losers after Day 1 of NHL free agency 

By Scott Burnside 

So, that was fun. Fun. Shocking. Perplexing. And yes, 
infuriating. Just another day in the NHL as we hurtle from 
Stanley Cup celebrations to expansion draft to entry draft to 
free agency and now, technically, the 2021-22 season. 

Minutes after the free agency market opened at noon ET on 
Wednesday a handful of deals were announced. Nope, no 
tampering here. But tampering, like crosschecking, doesn’t 
happen if the league pretends it doesn’t happen so we live 
with it. 

But on to an eventful day, especially for goaltenders. In fact, 
we could have done a separate piece entirely on the goalie 
carousel and how this mass movement has the potential to 
reshape the power dynamics from coast to coast. So 
important were the goalie transactions that we enlisted our 
good pal, former netminder and ace analyst Mike McKenna 
for some insight on some of the key goaltending moves and 
we’ve also included a completely unscientific but very handy 
ranking of 1-10 on the efficacy of all the free agency moves. 

Seattle Kraken – 9 

The Kraken eschewed some of the big-ticket items on 
expansion draft night but landed a big fish in Vezina Trophy 
finalist Philipp Grubauer who signed six-year deal at a nice 
$5.9 million annual cap hit. That’s an impressive one-two 
punch with Chris Driedger who was signed from Florida. It 
also means more assets after GM Ron Francis traded Vitek 
Vanecek back to the Capitals for a second-round pick. 

“Take a look at Grubauer’s career numbers in the OHL, AHL 
and NHL,” McKenna said. “Outstanding. Check the 
advanced metrics. Also outstanding. But this was the first 
season he played over 40 games and I think there’s still a 
perception that he’s somehow fooling the world. Or that he’s 
fragile (he has missed significant time with injuries). He’s one 
of the best goalie skaters in the world and possesses 
excellent patience on his edges. 

“It’s very surprising Colorado let him walk. Seattle just 
solidified their goaltending after their expansion selections 
left question marks.” 

Free agency also brought with it some nice low-profile 
offensive help to Seattle in the form of Jaden Schwartz and 
Alex Wennberg. Neither are going to win a Rocket Richard 
Trophy but they will fit nicely in the top six and provide solid 
two-way play and should combine for somewhere in the 100 
point range. And they didn’t break the salary cap bank with 
Schwartz locked into a five-year deal worth $5.5 million 
annually and Wennberg signing for three years at $4.5 
million annually. 

Carolina Hurricanes – 8* 

You’ll notice the asterisk here. For all the gnashing of teeth 
about the decision to move on from Alex Nedeljkovic who 
was dealt to Detroit, the Hurricanes moved quickly to fortify 
their goaltending. If Frederik Andersen (two years at $4.5 
million) and Antti Raanta (two years at $2 million) can stay 
healthy this could be a dynamic goaltending duo at a totally 
affordable price. 

McKenna likes what the Canes did on Wednesday even 
though he’s been a big Nedeljkovic supporter. 

“Despite a regression in his numbers the past two seasons, I 
think Andersen is an upgrade in Carolina. At his peak, he’s a 
top-10 goalie in the NHL. He has a strong technical base and 
plays his best hockey as a true No. 1. He can log minutes. 
Behind a Carolina defense that can lock down, I think 
Andersen can thrive once again if he stays healthy. And let’s 
not forget how fresh the air will be for him in Carolina 
compared to Toronto. Not being under constant pressure 
from the fans and media in TO will be good for him.” 

As for Raanta, the lack of durability remains a pressing 
issue. 

“He’s always intriguing because the top end of his game is 
so high: He pushed Darcy Kuemper in Arizona and at times 
was better. And then he’d get hurt. Rinse and repeat. Can he 
survive fewer minutes in a No. 2 role? It should be Freddy 
Andersen’s crease. But Raanta could surprise.” 

As for the rest of the roster, moving on from Dougie Hamilton 
means the Hurricanes will need to pick up offense from up 
and down the lineup. The addition of Ethan Bear is a positive 
addition to the back end even at the cost of popular Warren 
Foegele. As is two-time Cup winner Ian Cole who brings nice 
veteran grit. 

But the team willfully walked into a hornets’ nest by inking 
troubled defenseman Tony DeAngelo. Banished from the 
Rangers for a series of incidents, including fighting with 
teammate Alexandar Georgiev, DeAngelo has a long history 
of disruptive and polarizing behavior. By signing him to a 
modest one-year, $1 million deal the Hurricanes face an 
instant backlash from fans who feel the team betrayed them. 
Time will tell how much of the good work done in this 
marketplace in recent years might be undone by the signing. 

Tampa Bay Lightning – 7.5 

The Lightning have won back-to-back Stanley Cups and live 
in perpetual salary cap hell but here’s GM Julien BriseBois 
once again working magic. He disposes of Tyler Johnson for 
Brent Seabrook’s dead contract and then adds Zach 
Bogosian for three years at $850,000 per year. Pierre-
Edouard Bellemare, who may not replace Barclay Goodrow 
but has many of the same qualities, comes in at two years at 
$1 million and Brian Elliott will back up Andrei Vasilevskiy at 
$900,000 for one year. Pretty tidy work for the Cup champs 
who, oh yeah, locked up star center Brayden Point to an 
eight-year deal worth $9.5 million against the cap when it 
kicks in a year from now. Can anyone count to three? 

New Jersey Devils – 7.5 

I don’t know if you can win a Stanley Cup with Dougie 
Hamilton – several sources believed ultimately that was the 
case in Carolina and why the Hurricanes were reluctant to 
make this kind of commitment – but you can sure go to the 
playoffs with him. Good on New Jersey GM Tom Fitzgerald 
for stepping up and nabbing the top free agent defenseman 
and inking him to a seven-year deal with a $9 million annual 
cap hit. Maybe it’s too much and for too long but with 
Jonathan Bernier locked in at two years to support 
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Mackenzie Blackwood in goal and the addition of Ryan 
Graves on the back end, the Devils have positioned 
themselves nicely to be in the mix for a playoff spot next 
spring. 

McKenna, likewise, thinks the Bernier add is a strong one for 
a team that has struggled for the past three or four years to 
find the right goaltending mix. 

“I like this move for New Jersey. They were rumored to be 
shopping around the trade market, and some of the names 
mentioned, in my opinion, would not have been a good fit 
alongside Blackwood. He is ready for the next step. Bernier 
has been a solid performer, especially in a 1B/2 role. Can he 
win you a Stanley Cup? I don’t know. Is New Jersey at that 
stage? Not likely. Blackwood needs someone to push him 
without being a threat. No team has won a Cup in the past 
decade without a homegrown netminder and it’s important 
for New Jersey to get it right with Blackwood. Bernier is a 
very nice compliment to him. Two years at $4.125 is a little 
rich for my tastes but I suspect Bernier had multiple suitors.” 

Boston Bruins – 7 

Is the Boston blue line exactly where they’d like it? Probably 
not. But the Bruins addressed a critical need by adding Linus 
Ullmark to help shore up the goaltending which is in a state 
of flux with Tuukka Rask sidelined by hip surgery until early 
2022. Ullmark, who signed a four-year deal at $5 million 
annually, and promising prospect Jeremy Swayman will be 
tasked with holding the fort pending Rask’s recovery and 
then getting a deal done to return to Boston. And by adding 
Nick Foligno, Erik Haula and Tomas Nosek, the Bruins 
added three experienced NHLers who can play up and down 
the lineup and in the middle as well as on the wings. 
Minnesota would have loved Foligno to join brother Marcus 
but Boston’s two-year deal trumped what the Wild could offer 
and it was in Boston that Foligno’s daughter underwent life-
saving surgery so there is a connection to the community 
that is strong. 

Dallas Stars – 7 

Let’s be honest, four years is a lot for Ryan Suter, 36, but the 
ageless defender is one of those guys who appears not to be 
impacted by the passage of time and at a cap hit of $3.65 
million the money is manageable. Suter was bought out of 
his contract in Minnesota and now he’ll slide into a deep and 
talented Dallas group on the back end. He’s high 
maintenance. That’s the reality. But this is a Stars team that 
never got over an early COVID-19 outbreak last season yet 
is just one season removed from a trip to the Stanley Cup 
Final. Suter makes them better and they should be a lock to 
be in the playoffs. As for the Braden Holtby signing, assume 
Jake Oettinger will get another season to hone his skills in 
the AHL. Ben Bishop isn’t in the team’s plans and Holtby 
becomes an insurance blanket against an Anton Khudobin 
injury and/or performance meltdown. 

Chicago Blackhawks – 6.5 

Not really sure what the plan is in Chicago these days – and 
we’re not talking about the team’s tepid and weak-kneed 
response to off-ice controversies. But a day after acquiring 
Marc-Andre Fleury, who apparently doesn’t want to play in 
Chicago, and after selling the farm to acquire Seth Jones 

and lock him up full time, the Blackhawks added a forward 
with diminishing skills in Tyler Johnson then made a splash 
Wednesday by adding solid top-four defender in Jake 
McCabe to a four-year deal worth $4 million annually. Other 
teams, including Minnesota, were interested but not at that 
price point. Coming off knee surgery that’s a good deal for 
McCabe. And a good one for Chicago if he stays healthy. So, 
guess the rebuild is over? 

Los Angeles Kings – 6.5 

Not sure how many times Pierre LeBrun and I debated on 
our podcast how teams were going to approach free-agent 
center Phillip Danault. He had a terrific playoff but what was 
his value on the open market going to be? Now we know 
after Los Angeles signed Danault to a six-year deal to play 
behind Anze Kopitar in Los Angeles. The average annual 
cap hit of $5.5 million will be hard to justify given how little 
offense Danault produces but this contract’s value rises 
exponentially if the Kings can find their way back to the 
playoffs which might not be far off given they play in the soft 
Pacific Division. The Kings also added veteran Vancouver 
blueliner Alex Edler who signed a one-year deal at $3.5 
million. 

Montreal Canadiens – 6 

What another embarrassing turn of events for the Habs as 
owner Geoff Molson produced a letter apologizing to the 
world for the indefensible decision to draft Logan Mailloux. 
The kind of fallout from that decision shouldn’t be good for 
GM Marc Bergevin’s job security but time will tell. On the 
hockey front, though, Bergevin did manage to get solid 
defender David Savard under contract for a completely 
affordable $3.5 million annually for four years. Savard won’t 
replace Shea Weber, whose return to action is in doubt. 
That’s a given. But Savard means the Habs will once again 
be a very difficult team to play against. Adding wayward 
sniper Mike Hoffman at three years at $4.5 million per year 
against the cap is an acceptable gamble even if his one-year 
relationship with the St. Louis Blues wasn’t particularly 
fruitful. In the right spot, he’s a 35-plus goal guy and he’ll get 
lots of opportunity in Montreal to be that guy. 

Vegas Golden Knights 5.5 

Having dealt Fleury to Chicago to clear cap space, Vegas 
GM Kelly McCrimmon had to find a backup for Robin Lehner. 
He may not have popped off the page but the addition of 
Laurent Brossoit, whom the Golden Knights signed to a two-
year deal at $2.325 million, resonates with many, including 
McKenna. 

“He did a nice job in Winnipeg this season after a 
disappointing 2019-20. At 28 years old he isn’t viewed as a 
prospect any longer and will have a hard time shaking the 
backup label. Vegas is a good landing spot for him especially 
with some security at two years. With the roster in front of 
him, he’s going to win games. Maybe he creates a market for 
himself beyond his current brand. Logan Thompson, the 
reigning AHL goalie of the year, is waiting in the wings. I 
could easily see Brossoit playing one season in Vegas then 
being shipped out to make room for him.” 

The Golden Knights still don’t have a true number one 
center, although the addition of Evgenii Dadonov from 
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Ottawa gives them more of what they already had: high-end 
skill on the wing. The biggest move made by the Golden 
Knights was to retain free-agent defenseman Alec Martinez 
at $5.5 million per year for three years. He’s a player 
McKenna knows well, having provided analysis for the team 
the past couple of seasons. 

“I think he would have gotten $6 million on the open market 
but I’m not sure on term. The third year had to be a big 
incentive. He just turned 34 and has put hard miles on his 
body. Shea Theodore and Alex Pietrangelo both played their 
best hockey when paired with him.” 

Toronto Maple Leafs – 5.5 

Pretty simple stuff for the Leafs. They needed a cost-
effective partner for netminder Jack Campbell. Now Petr 
Mrazek is in blue and white to back Campbell up. Or take 
over. Who knows? Mrazek, 29, got a big raise with a three-
year deal at $3.8 million annually. It’s actually more than 
twice what Campbell is making. Mrazek was part of a 
tandem that went to an Eastern Conference final in 2018 so 
he’s had some playoff success. Here’s McKenna’s look at 
the Mrazek addition. 

“He performed well in limited action with Carolina. But his 
career has been a rollercoaster: one good season followed 
by sub-par. He loves to play aggressively with his depth and 
ends up chasing pucks, which I’m not convinced fits with the 
Maple Leafs structure. What he lacks in technique he makes 
up for in feel and reads. Confidence plays a huge part to his 
game, but when it’s lacking, his aggressiveness can lead to 
prolonged inconsistency. He does have a knack for going on 
runs — evidenced by his Calder Cup-winning performance 
with the Grand Rapids Griffins in the AHL. 

“But at the NHL level, wherever Mrazek has gone, question 
marks have followed.” 

Look for the low-cost additions of Kurtis Gabriel and Michael 
Bunting to pay unexpected dividends for the Leafs. 

Philadelphia Flyers – 5 

We have no doubt Carter Hart is going to bounce right back 
onto his elite goaltending arc after a disappointing season for 
the Flyers. Still, the young netminder is going to need some 
help and the question is whether he’ll get it from Martin 
Jones. The Flyers signed the former San Jose starter to a 
one-year deal at $2 million. This is a total reclamation project 
for a goaltender who guided San Jose to a Cup final in ’16 
but whose performance has been in decline since. 

“Time to rebuild a career,” McKenna said. “Jones looked lost 
the past several seasons, both in terms of confidence and 
structure in the crease. One game he’d be deep, the next 
he’d be outside the blue paint. It’s hard to be consistent 
when questioning your own game and searching for 
answers. I like the pairing with goalie coach Kim Dillabaugh 
in Philadelphia. They worked together previously in the Kings 
organization where Jones played some of his best hockey. 
Coming out of the AHL he was a can’t-miss NHL prospect 
and Dillabaugh had a lot to do with it. 

“This is still a gamble for Philly and there will be growing 
pains while Jones finds himself. He’s 31 with plenty left to 
prove.” 

Beyond the goaltending, love the add of Ryan Ellis and Cam 
Atkinson via trade although not sure how Keith Yandle fits in 
given the defensive deficiencies that saw him a healthy 
scratch during the playoffs in Florida. But his one-year deal 
at $900,000 is low-risk, low-exposure and he knows Alain 
Vigneault so there’s that. 

Calgary Flames – 5 

So, all it takes is Blake Coleman (and six years at $4.9 
million annually) to turn around a franchise? That appears to 
be what Calgary is banking on. Big Coleman fan and he’s got 
two Stanley Cup rings to show for his work in Tampa. But it’s 
a lot to heap on a guy who plays somewhere in the middle of 
your forward group, turning around the fortunes of a talented 
yet perpetually underachieving franchise. And with captain 
Mark Giordano now in Seattle there remains a feedlot full of 
questions about whether GM Brad Treliving should have 
been more proactive about changing up the mix in Calgary. 

Edmonton Oilers – 4.5 

That’s some weird stuff going on for an Oilers team that was 
embarrassingly swept by Winnipeg in the first round of the 
playoffs. Young defensive depth went out the door in the 
form of Caleb Jones (Chicago) and Ethan Bear (Carolina) 
replaced by 38-year-old Duncan Keith and Cody Ceci, who 
was pretty good in Pittsburgh and is now an Oiler at $3.25 
million for the next four years. Ceci is the kind of player, and 
that is the kind of contract, that fans in Edmonton will turn on 
in an instant. 

Tyson Barrie, another polarizing player, is back for three 
years at $4.5 million. So with Adam Larsson in Seattle, Bear 
and Jones out and Oscar Klefbom unlikely to play because 
of injury this is at best a blue line in transition and at worst in 
regression. Love Zach Hyman up front and the Oilers will 
love him too but not likely for the entirety of his seven-year 
deal at $5.5 million). But he’s a player you want to play in 
your top six right now and they’re going to need everything 
they’ve got to put pucks in the net given how difficult the 
defending part looks to be. 

Nashville Predators – 4 

Still so much work to do in Nashville, most pressing, of 
course, is whether they have room to sign Filip Forsberg to 
an extension. The Predators’ best offensive player is in his 
contract year and will be worth at least $8 million on a new 
deal. The Preds kept Mikael Granlund at four years, $5 
million per year. But for us the one significant move made 
Wednesday was in signing Dave Rittich to back up Juuse 
Saros. The Predators’ strength remains on the back end and 
in goal and Rittich, signed to a one-year $1.25 million deal, 
will be looking to get some mojo back. 

“At 28 years old, this is a crucial season for Rittich,” 
McKenna said. “Not far removed from playing major minutes 
in Calgary, he hardly saw the ice in Toronto after being dealt 
late in the season. He’s powerful and his crease movements 
are crisp, but he tends to get lost mentally. I always worry 
about the long-term viability of goaltenders who rely on 
superstitions or overly elaborate routines to prepare for 
games. Rittich became famous in goalie circles for needing 
two pucks shot off his forehead to finish morning skate. Right 
or wrong, that’s a warning sign to me. Goalies need to play 
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free and without mental hurdles. I do think Rittich has a 
higher ceiling than we’ve seen and maybe a reboot in 
Nashville will do the trick.” 

Colorado Avalanche – 3.5 

Must have been a shock when the Avalanche looked up from 
locking up captain Gabriel Landeskog to a long-term deal to 
discover their Vezina-Trophy-finalist netminder, Philipp 
Grubauer, had signed with the Kraken and all the other 
goaltenders they might have been interested in had gone 

elsewhere. That forced GM Joe Sakic into scramble mode to 
land a goaltender and late Wednesday they did just that 
acquiring Darcy Kuemper from the Coyotes. Keumper has 
one year left on his current deal at $4.5 million but it cost the 
Avalanche a first-round pick in 2022 and defensive prospect 
Conor Timmins, the 32nd pick in 2017. Even with Arizona 
retaining $1 million of Kuemper’s salary, not sure this is how 
they mapped it out in the Avalanche war room.

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes sign Rangers castoff Tony DeAngelo to 1-year deal 

The skilled but controversial defenseman signs for $1 million 
in an effort to rehabilitate his career and reputation 

By Cory Lavalette 

On a normal opening day of NHL free agency, the 
Hurricanes losing Dougie Hamilton would be the earth-
shaking move. 

But while the defenseman’s new seven-year, $63 million 
contract with New Jersey certainly reverberated around the 
league, it was Carolina’s choice to replace him that made the 
biggest shockwaves on a busy Wednesday. 

Tony DeAngelo, the New York Rangers castoff who has 
been a lightning rod of controversy, was signed to a one-year 
deal worth $1 million on Wednesday, adding undeniable 
talent and questionable character to a team with its eyes set 
on winning a Stanley Cup. 

“I know the higher risk here, but I think … the value of this 
player is a lot more than $1 million,” Hurricanes GM Don 
Waddell said. “We all know that he can be a top player. The 
value’s in the millions.” 

DeAngelo’s list of indiscretions is long and spans nearly a 
decade, from suspensions for using offensive slurs and 
abuse of officials to a locker room altercation last season in 
New York that led the Rangers to buy out the remainder of 
the 25-year-old’s two-year, $9.6 million contract that had just 
kicked in. 

Carolina was willing to take the chance, knowing DeAngelo 
comes with baggage that both he and Waddell tried to shed 
on separate video calls with the media. 

“The proof is in the pudding, of course, but we believe it’s 
going to all work out,” Waddell said. 

The GM said the team did a thorough background check on 
DeAngelo and were confident enough to take a low-risk 

move financially while knowing it would be a higher-risk 
public relations move. 

“There’s no doubt that he has made mistakes,” Waddell said 
of DeAngelo. “We acknowledge that and, more importantly, 
he recognizes that he’s made mistakes, and he knows he’s 
got to continue to work and grow as a person.” 

Waddell said the decision to sign DeAngelo was a “group 
decision from top to bottom” in the organization, with the 
defenseman talking multiple times to coach Rod Brind’Amour 
and also owner Tom Dundon. When asked if the team ran 
into any red flags upon evaluating DeAngelo, Waddell said, 
“absolutely not.” He added that the team talked to 
DeAngelo’s former teammates, coaches and staff, including 
two Hurricanes who played with him on Broadway — Brady 
Skjei and Jesper Fast — and DeAngelo received “very high 
marks.” 

DeAngelo said he was “very close” with Skjei and Fast and 
that “the teammates, to me, is not gonna be a problem. I’ve 
always had a great relationship with teammates.” 

DeAngelo acknowledged that his claim “might sound funny” 
given that his exit from New York was due, in part, to a 
confrontation with a teammate, but he claimed the incidents 
from his past were caused by letting his “emotions get the 
best of me.” 

“A lot of the stuff that’s happened in my career stemmed 
from emotions from being competitive,” he said. “There’s 
never been any off-ice problems or anything like that. It just 
comes from having a high-level compete for the game and 
passion for the game. 

“And I think that I made some mistakes along the way, 
obviously, stuff that I regretted and I tried to improve upon, 
and now I just have to prove it to the Hurricanes.” 

DeAngelo’s offensive talent is undeniable: 106 points in 206 
career games, including a 53-point season in 2019-20 that 
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catapulted him into the discussion of the top offensive 
defensemen in the league. 

And there are also plenty who believe he is the most 
offensive — the other offensive — player in the league. He’s 
now with his fourth organization since being drafted in the 
first round by Tampa Bay in 2014, and his outspoken support 
of former President Donald Trump, coupled with his past, 
made him a frequent target of opposing fans both during 
games and on social media. 

“I think there’s a perception of myself and I think there’s the 
reality as well,” DeAngelo said. “And that gets lost a little bit 
from what you read on social media and stuff. Everybody 
likes to make up their own thing.” 

Word that Carolina planned to sign the 5-foot-11, 180-pound 
New Jersey native led to social media outrage on Tuesday, 

and when the deal became official Wednesday, the backlash 
was reignited. 

“I think once the fans get to see me play and see me around 
the community, I think they’re going to take a liking to me, 
and I hope they do,” DeAngelo added. “So, that’s my plan.” 

On a day when NHL teams closed in on spending $750 
million on contracts this offseason, it was a $1 million 
contract that drew most of the attention. 

“I told them I’m not going to let them down,” DeAngelo said 
of his pledge to the Hurricanes. “I’m a man of my word, so 
that’s what I plan on doing.” 

As Waddell said, the proof will be in the pudding. 

“Time will tell, but we really feel that this is headed in a good 
direction.”

 

Hurricanes revamp roster on busy 1st day of free agency 

Carolina signed two goalies, added three defensemen and 
retained Jordan Martinook 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes found out the past two seasons 
they weren’t quite at the top of the NHL. So it’s no surprise 
changes were coming this offseason. 

After trading away homegrown talents Alex Nedeljkovic and 
Jake Bean ahead of the NHL Draft, the Hurricanes made a 
flurry of moves as the league’s free agent period opened 
Wednesday. 

In: goalies Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, defensemen 
Ethan Bear, Ian Cole and Tony DeAngelo, and forward Josh 
Leivo 

Out: goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer, defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton, and forwards Warren Foegele, Brock 
McGinn and Cedric Paquette 

Staying: forward Jordan Martinook 

Still out there: defenseman Jani Hakanpaa 

*Exhale* 

The biggest news of the day was how Carolina reshaped the 
top of its defense. Hamilton hit the open market and signed a 
seven-year, $63 million deal with New Jersey — a blow to 
the Hurricanes’ blue line, specifically its ability to produce 
points. 

In his place comes DeAngelo on a one-year, $1 million deal 
(more on that here). 

“Character” was a theme throughout the day, even beyond 
the fervor surrounding DeAngelo. Re-signed was Martinook, 
the team’s heartbeat in the locker room. 

The 29-year-old signed a three-year deal worth $1.8 million 
annually to return to Carolina, where he had 21 goals over 
the last three seasons. 

But the Hurricanes also parted ways with McGinn, a 2012 
Carolina draft pick who embodied everything coach Rod 
Brind’Amour wants in his players. 

But McGinn’s deal — four years with an average salary of 
$2.75 million with Pittsburgh — was likely too expensive and 
too lengthy for the Hurricanes to match. 

Also gone from Carolina’s complementary wingers is 
restricted free agent Warren Foegele, another drafted-and-
developed player who carved a role on the team by 
impressing the coach with his all-out effort. 

But Foegele’s stalled development — his expected 20-goal 
potential has yet to materialize — led the Hurricanes to trade 
him to Edmonton in exchange for Bear, a right-handed 
defenseman. 

The 24-year-old blueliner, who will make $2 million in 2021-
22 before being a restricted free agent, has 33 points in 132 
games and adds another puck-mover to Carolina’s defense. 

“That trade was, you know, you give up the player that we all 
liked in Warren Foegele, but we thought the need for a right-
shot defenseman outweighed what we needed from Warren 
at this time,” Waddell said. “So I think it’s one of those trades 
that’s good for both hockey clubs.” 

The Hurricanes also added a well-liked veteran to its blue 
line, signing Michigan native Ian Cole to a one-year contract 
worth $2.9 million. It will be the sixth NHL team for the 32-
year-old lefty who won two Stanley Cups with the Penguins. 

In net, Carolina moved on from its three-headed goaltender 
of Nedeljkovic, Mrazek and Reimer and signed unrestricted 
free agents Andersen from Toronto and Raanta from 
Arizona. 

The Hurricanes — at least historically — are familiar with 
Andersen. The 31-year-old Danish goalie was a seventh-
round pick of Carolina in 2010. But with Cam Ward 
entrenched as the Hurricanes’ No. 1 goalie at the time, 
Andersen decided to reenter the draft in 2012 and was 
selected by the Ducks in the third round. 
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Andersen became a legitimate No. 1 goalie, compiling a 77-
26-12 record with a .918 save percentage and 2.33 goals-
against average in three years in Anaheim. He was then 
dealt to Toronto, where he had at least 33 wins in his first 
three seasons before stumbling the last two years, losing the 
starting job to journeyman Jack Campbell this past season. 

Eleven years later he finally comes to Raleigh on a two-year 
contract with a $4.5 million annual average salary. 

As for Raanta, there’s no denying the 32-year-old Finn has 
proven he’s one of the top goaltending talents in the world, 
but he’s also been one of the most brittle. His list of injuries? 
It’s long. 

If he’s healthy, though, Raanta can be great. For proof, see 
the only two seasons he had more than 30 starts: 21-17-6 
with a .930 save percentage and 2.24 goals-against average 
in 47 appearances with the Coyotes in 2017-18; and 15-14-
3/.921/2.63 in 33 games in 2019-20. But he played just a 
dozen games in two of the past three seasons — the reason 
Carolina got him for just $4 million over two years. 

“We think that combo of those two guys give us the best 
opportunity to win hockey games and take us to where we 
want to get to,” Waddell said. 

Mrazek, meanwhile, landed in Toronto on a three-year deal 
that pays him $3.8 million per season. On TSN’s “Free Agent 
Frenzy” broadcast, Mrazek lamented his departure from 
Carolina. 

“To be honest, I was a little disappointed,” he said. “It’s been 
a great three seasons I spent there, great coaches, great 
teammates. … In the end, it’s business and it’s over and I’m 
looking for a new chapter.” 

While Nedeljkovic signed with Detroit immediately after being 
traded there last week, Reimer returned to San Jose — 
where he played a total of nine games in 2016 as a trade 
deadline acquisition — on a two-year deal that will pay him a 
total of $4.5 million. 

Finally, the Hurricanes added a depth forward in Leivo, a 28-
year-old who has played for three Canadian teams — 
Toronto, Vancouver and Calgary — and has 37 goals and 37 
assists in 207 career games to a one-year, $750,000 
contract. Paquette signed a one-year deal in Montreal worth 
$950,000. 

The Hurricanes might not be done — the team still has more 
than $15 million in cap space with only a new deal for Andrei 
Svechnikov on its current to-do list. 

“We do feel like we might be short a forward or two,” Waddell 
said, “but, you know, not everything happens on day one. … 
There’s a lot of trade talk that’s starting to heat up too 
because some teams have a cap situation. We obviously 
have some cap now to work with. So we’ll continue to work 
to make our roster the best we can between now and 
opening night.”
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NHL free agency opens with Hamilton, Suter contracts among key moves 

Defenseman's seven-year deal promising sign for Devils; 36-
year-old good fit with Stars 

By Dan Rosen 

It was a frenzy. 

The opinions of the moves made Wednesday after the free 
agent market opened at noon ET will be pouring in for days, 
and the maneuvering will be reevaluated through the course 
of this season and beyond. But who doesn't appreciate some 
good, old-fashioned instant analysis? 

Here are 10 takeaways from Day One of free agency: 

New Jersey becoming destination again 

The New Jersey Devils made a splash by signing 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton to a seven-year, $63 million 
contract worth $9 million annually. They also signed goalie 
Jonathan Bernier to a two-year, $8.25 million contract 
($4.125 million average annual value). 

Getting Hamilton to commit to New Jersey at age 28 is a 
huge win for the Devils and shows that players and agents 
around the NHL are noticing what they are building. 

Hamilton has to prove he can be a No. 1 defenseman, but 
the commitment right now matters as much as the terms of 
the contract. 

Is he going to be worth $9 million per season when he's 34 
and 35 years old? Probably not, but if he gives the Devils 50 
points and a solid 24-25 minutes per game for each of the 
first four or five seasons, they've got a No. 1 defenseman 
who will be a cornerstone for a while. 

Suter joining Stars makes sense 

Ryan Suter signed a four-year, $14.6 million contract ($3.65 
million AAV) with the Dallas Stars. The defenseman was an 
unrestricted free agent because the Minnesota Wild bought 
out the final four seasons of his contract. 

Suter should slide right into the Stars' top four defensemen 
with John Klingberg, Miro Heiskanen and Esa Lindell. 

It makes sense for Suter to play with Heiskanen, leaving 
Klingberg with Lindell. Heiskanen played the past two 
seasons with Jamie Oleksiak, who was selected by the 
Seattle Kraken in the 2021 NHL Expansion Draft on July 21 
and signed with them. 

At 36, Suter is a strong skater who can eat minutes, play a 
calm game and be reliable defensively when Heiskanen 

wants to get up in the play, though Heiskanen rarely gets 
caught because he's an elite skater. 

Point signs extension early with Lightning 

The Tampa Bay Lightning did it again, getting one of their 
core players to sign a contract extension long before he 
could even sniff free agency. 

They signed center Brayden Point to an eight-year, $76 
million extension ($9.5 million AAV) that starts with the 2022-
23 season. 

The 25-year-old joins forward Nikita Kucherov, defensemen 
Victor Hedman and Ryan McDonagh, and goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy as players who each have signed an extension 
with the Lightning before any of them started to play out the 
final season of his contract. 

Getting Point's contract done now saves the Lightning the 
headaches that could have come with questions and/or 
concerns about his status. It gives them certainty regarding 
the NHL salary cap with another core piece and ensures his 
future with Tampa Bay. 

Seattle makes splash 

The Seattle Kraken went into the free agent market for the 
first time with salary cap space and needs. The expansion 
team did well. 

The Kraken's most surprising move was signing goalie 
Philipp Grubauer to a six-year, $35.5 million contract worth 
$5.9 million annually. They also signed forwards Jaden 
Schwartz (five years, $27.5 million; AAV of $5.5 million) and 
Alex Wennberg (three years, $13.5 million; AAV of $4.5 
million AAV). 

Grubauer was a finalist for the Vezina Trophy, awarded 
annually to the goalie voted the best in the NHL, last season 
with the Colorado Avalanche. 

Signing Grubauer allowed the Kraken to trade Vitek Vanecek 
to the Washington Capitals. They chose Vanecek from the 
Capitals in the expansion draft and flipped him back for a 
second-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft. 

Schwartz and Wennberg will be top-nine forwards. The 
Kraken need more, but they're better up front than they were 
coming out of the expansion draft. 

Colorado finds Grubauer's replacement in desert 

The Colorado Avalanche were working to try to re-sign 
Grubauer, but general manager Joe Sakic said they couldn't 
go the distance that the Kraken went to get him. 
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Instead, Colorado went the trade route and acquired Darcy 
Kuemper from the Arizona Coyotes for defenseman Conor 
Timmins, a first-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft and a 
conditional third-round selection in the 2024 NHL Draft. 

Kuemper, who can become an unrestricted free agent after 
this season, was 10-11-3 with a 2.56 goals-against average 
and .907 save percentage with the Coyotes last season. He 
will join Pavel Francouz to solve the Avalanche's goaltending 
conundrum, at least in the short term. 

Golden Knights don't spend on centers 

The Vegas Golden Knights did not believe the narrative that 
they need help at center. General manager Kelly 
McCrimmon said Tuesday he likes their depth with Chandler 
Stephenson, William Karlsson, Nolan Patrick and Brett 
Howden. 

So it's not surprising the that the Golden Knights used salary 
cap space elsewhere. 

They re-signed defenseman Alec Martinez to a three-year, 
$15.75 million contract ($5.25 million AAV) and forward 
Mattias Janmark to a one-year, $2 million contract. 

They acquired forward Evgeni Dadonov in a trade with the 
Ottawa Senators for defenseman Nick Holden and a third-
round pick in the 2022 draft. Dadonov has two seasons left 
on a contract that is worth $5 million annually. 

And Vegas signed goalie Laurent Broissoit to a two-year, 
$4.65 million contract ($2.325 million AAV). 

This doesn't mean the Golden Knights are finished. 

Hurricanes remodel at defenseman 

Losing Hamilton meant the Carolina Hurricanes had to do 
some work at the position. 

Carolina acquired defenseman Ethan Bear in a trade with the 
Edmonton Oilers for forward Warren Foegele. It also signed 
defensemen Ian Cole (one year, $2.9 million) and Tony 
DeAngelo (one year, $1 million). 

The hope is DeAngelo will provide the offense Carolina is 
losing with Hamilton's departure. Cole and Bear bring even 
more depth to a group that included Jaccob Slavin, Brett 
Pesce, Brady Skjei and Jake Gardiner. 

The Hurricanes also made changes at goalie, agreeing with 
Frederik Andersen (two years, $9 million; AAV of $4.5 
million) and Antti Raanta (two years, $4 million; AAV of $2 
million). They lost Petr Mrazek (Toronto Maple Leafs), James 
Reimer (San Jose Sharks) and Bernier (Devils), who signed 
elsewhere. 

Ullmark to Bruins, and what it means 

Goalie Linus Ullmark signed a four-year, $20 million contract 
with the Boston Bruins that is worth $5 million annually. 

Ullmark's contract doesn't preclude the Bruins from bringing 
back Tuukka Rask, an unrestricted free agent who is 
recovering from hip surgery and may not be healthy enough 
to play until February. That could still happen depending on 

Rask's recovery and desire, and how the Bruins feel about 
their goaltending at that point. Rask said he will play only for 
the Bruins. 

But signing Ullmark shows that the Bruins are ready to move 
into a new era with him as their No. 1, for now, playing ahead 
of Jeremy Swayman. It's Ullmark and Swayman in Boston 
after three seasons of Rask and Jaroslav Halak. 

The Bruins made another move involving a goalie, trading 
Dan Vladar to the Calgary Flames for a third-round pick in 
the 2022 draft. 

Danault key addition for Kings 

The Los Angeles Kings signing center Phillip Danault to a 
six-year, $33 million contract ($5.5 million AAV) could go 
down as one of the sneaky-good moves of the day. 

The center is an annual candidate for the Selke Trophy, 
awarded to the player voted the best defensive forward in the 
NHL. The 28-year-old is seventh in the NHL in face-off wins 
(2,086) the past three seasons, all with the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

He will play behind center Anze Kopitar, who is third in the 
NHL in face-off wins (2,439) in that span. 

It's safe to say the Kings will have the puck a lot when one of 
their top two lines is on the ice. 

Danault will ease some of the responsibilities that Kopitar 
has essentially shouldered alone for the past few seasons, 
which should make the Los Angeles captain fresher and 
better in the long run. 

Danault's presence also buys the Kings more time for the 
development of centers Quinton Byfield, the No. 2 pick in the 
2020 NHL Draft, and Alex Turcotte, the No. 5 pick in the 
2019 NHL Draft. It could also keep Gabriel Vilardi as the 
third-line center. 

Canadiens turn to Hoffman, Savard 

For the Canadiens, forward Mike Hoffman and defenseman 
David Savard aren't exactly replacements for Danault and 
defenseman Shea Weber, who is expected to miss the 
season and whose career could be over because of injury. 
But Montreal had to do something to add offense and bite on 
the back end, so the Canadiens went with Hoffman, who 
agreed to a three-year, $13.5 million contract ($4.5 million 
AAV), and Savard, who agreed to a four-year, $14 million 
contract ($3.5 million AAV). 

The Canadiens did not directly address the loss of Danault, 
though they did acquire center Cedric Paquette, who agreed 
to a one-year, $950,000 contract. The hope for now is that 
Nick Suzuki, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jake Evans can be the 
top three centers. 

Of course, it's possible that the Canadiens will explore the 
trade market to beef up their center depth. Eric Staal, 
Montreal's fourth-line center during its run to the Stanley Cup 
Final last season, is an unrestricted free agent. 

The Canadiens also would like to add a mobile defenseman, 
general manager Marc Bergevin said.
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Andersen agrees to two-year, $9 million contract with Hurricanes 

Goalie will team with Raanta to replace Nedeljkovic, Mrazek, 
Reimer 

Frederik Andersen agreed to a two-year, $9 million contract 
with the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. It has an 
average annual value of $4.5 million. 

The 31-year-old goalie was 13-8-3 with a 2.96 goals-against 
average and .895 save percentage in 24 games (23 starts) 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs last season, limited to one 
game after March 19 because of a lower-body injury. 

"I'm definitely excited," Andersen told SiriusXM NHL Network 
Radio. "... I've heard really good things (about Carolina). 
Definitely [an] underrated place to live, and obviously the 
organization's got some good culture and definitely been 
improving over the last few years, so very excited to be 
there. 

"Given the way last year ended with some injuries and the 
way that kind of played out, I think [I'm] definitely motivated 
just to get fully healthy and get back to a level I know I can 
play at. … It's a great opportunity to reestablish my game 
again." 

Selected by the Anaheim Ducks in the third round (No. 87) of 
the 2012 NHL Draft, Andersen is 226-100-48 with a 2.65 
GAA, .915 save percentage and 19 shutouts in 393 regular-
season games (381 starts) with the Maple Leafs and Ducks. 
He is fourth in Toronto history with 149 wins, behind Turk 
Broda (304), Johnny Bower (219) and Felix Potvin (160). 

In 53 Stanley Cup Playoff games, Andersen is 27-23 with a 
2.55 GAA, .916 save percentage and three shutouts. 

"Frederik has been a starting goalie in this league and has 
an established track record," Carolina general manager Don 
Waddell said. "We believe that his experience will help us 
achieve further success." 

The Hurricanes also signed goalie Antti Raanta to a two-
year, $4 million contract ($2 million AAV) on Wednesday, 
and lost goalies Petr Mrazek, James Reimer and Jonathan 
Bernier each as a free agent, after trading Alex Nedeljkovic 
to the Detroit Red Wings last Thursday. 

Raanta, 32, was 5-5-2 with a 3.36 GAA and .905 save 
percentage in 12 games (11 starts) for the Arizona Coyotes, 
missing most of the season because of injury. He is 93-65-20 
with a 2.46 GAA, .919 save percentage and 13 shutouts in 
198 NHL games (179 starts). 

"Antti Raanta, his track record, if you look at his numbers, 
he's got unbelievable [numbers]," Waddell said. "He's run 

into some injuries the last few years. We went through the 
whole process, as we do with every player that we sign. We 
really feel that with the right training, which he's doing now, 
and working with our team here, that if he can stay healthy, if 
you go back and look at them for five or six years, his 
numbers are outstanding. So we felt very comfortable with 
making that decision. 

"We think that combo of [Raanta and Andersen] gives us the 
best opportunity to win hockey games and take us to where 
we want to get to." 

Mrazek signed a three-year, $11.4 million contract ($3.8 
million AAV) with the Toronto Maple Leafs. The 29-year-old 
was limited because of injuries last season and was 6-2-3 
with a 2.06 GAA, .923 save percentage and three shutouts in 
12 games. He was 1-1 with a 3.90 GAA and .873 save 
percentage in two playoff games. 

Reimer signed a two-year contract with the San Jose Sharks. 
The 33-year-old was 15-5-2 with a 2.66 GAA and .906 save 
percentage in 22 games (21 starts) last season. 

Bernier signed a two-year, $8.25 million contract ($4.125 
million AAV) with the New Jersey Devils. The 32-year-old 
was traded to the Hurricanes by the Detroit Red Wings for 
goalie on July 22. 

Nedeljkovic, 25, was 15-5-3 with a 1.90 goals-against 
average and .932 save percentage in 23 games, and was 
voted a finalist for the Calder Trophy as NHL rookie of the 
year. He allowed two goals or fewer in 16 of his 23 starts and 
helped the Hurricanes finish first in the eight-team Discover 
Central Division. He was 4-5 with a 2.17 GAA, .920 save 
percentage and one shutout in nine playoff games. 

Also on Wednesday, the Hurricanes signed defensemen 
Tony DeAngelo and Ian Cole. 

DeAngelo received a one-year, $1 million contract. The 25-
year-old had the final season of his contract bought out by 
the New York Rangers on July 25. He had one assist and 
was minus-6 in six games last season, and scored 92 points 
(19 goals, 73 assists) in 167 games for the Rangers, who 
acquired him in a trade with the Arizona Coyotes on June 23, 
2017. 

Cole agreed to a one-year, $2.9 million contract. The 32-
year-old has scored 46 points (27 goals, 119 assists) in 595 
NHL games for the St. Louis Blues, Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Columbus Blue Jackets, Colorado Avalanche and Minnesota 
Wild.
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DeAngelo agrees to one-year contract with Hurricanes 

Defenseman joins Andersen, Cole, Leivo as additions, 
Martinook returns 

Tony DeAngelo agreed to a one-year contract with the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. 

DeAngelo, a 25-year-old defenseman, received $1 million. 
He had the final season of his contract bought out by the 
New York Rangers on July 25. 

"I think there's not going to have to be another chance 
because this is going to work out," DeAngelo said. "They've 
got a great culture down there, a great culture, from what I 
hear. I've been speaking with some of the players today and 
I know what I can bring hockeywise to the club as well. They 
needed a guy that plays like myself. Obviously, they just lost 
Dougie [Hamilton] today, and I kind of play a similar style in a 
sense. So I'm looking forward to getting down there. It's 
going to work." 

DeAngelo was waived by New York on Feb. 1 after he was 
involved in an incident with goalie Alexandar Georgiev 
following a 5-4 overtime loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins two 
days earlier. He cleared waivers and was assigned to the 
taxi squad. 

"I think as you get older and more mature, a lot of stuff that's 
happened in my career has stemmed from being 
competitive," DeAngelo said. "There's never been any off-ice 
problems or anything like that. It just comes from having a 
high level of compete for the game and passion for the 
game. I've made some mistakes along the way, obviously 
stuff that I regretted and tried to improve upon, and now I just 
have to prove [it] to the Hurricanes. I think they spoke to a lot 
of people, and I've spoken to them, and they talked to ex-
teammates and coaches and stuff and they felt comfortable 
to bring me in, and I told them I'm not going to let them 
down. I'm a man of my word, so that's what I plan on doing." 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said, "We did our 
research in who this person is beyond what the perception of 
him [is]. There's no doubt that he has made mistakes. We 
acknowledge that, and more importantly he recognizes that 
he's made mistakes and he knows that he's got to continue 
to work and grow as a person. We talked to his teammates, 
coaches, support staff, we have guys that played with him, 
and everybody that's worked with him, the common thread 
was, the message was that they support this player. So, we 
felt comfortable after doing all the research and bringing him 
here on a short-term deal and we'll continue to work with 
him." 

DeAngelo had one assist and was minus-6 in six games after 
signing a two-year, $9.6 million contract ($4.8 million 
average annual value) with New York as a restricted free 
agent Oct. 15, 2020. He was fourth among NHL defensemen 
in 2019-20 with 53 points (15 goals, 38 assists) in 68 games, 
and scored 92 points (19 goals, 73 assists) in 167 games for 
the Rangers, who acquired him in a trade with the Arizona 
Coyotes on June 23, 2017. 

"The value of this player is a lot more than $1 million," 
Waddell said. "We all know that. He can be a top player. The 
value is in the millions. But we weren't going to take that. 
He's taking a low contract to prove himself also. So when 
you put it all together, this decision was made and we really 
like moving forward, the proof is in the pudding, of course, 
but we believe it's going to all work out." 

Goalie Frederik Andersen agreed to a two-year, $9 million 
contract (AAV of $4.5 million). The 31-year-old was 13-8-3 
with a 2.96 goals-against average and an .895 save 
percentage in 24 games (23 starts) with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs last season, limited to one game after March 19 
because of a lower-body injury. 

"Given the way last year ended with some injuries and the 
way that kind of played out, I think [I'm] definitely motivated 
just to get fully healthy and get back to a level I know I can 
play at," Andersen said. "... It's a great opportunity to 
reestablish my game again." 

Ian Cole, a 32-year-old defenseman, agreed to a one-year, 
$2.9 million contract. He has scored 46 points (27 goals, 119 
assists) in 595 NHL games for the St. Louis Blues, Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Columbus Blue Jackets, Colorado Avalanche and 
Minnesota Wild. 

"Ian is a big, physical defenseman (6-foot-1, 225 pounds)," 
Waddell said . "We're thrilled to add a veteran with his 
experience to our team." 

Forward Josh Leivo agreed to a one-year, $750,000 
contract. The 28-year-old scored nine points (six goals, three 
assists) in 38 games for the Calgary Flames last season and 
has scored 74 points (37 goals, 37 assists) in 207 games for 
the Toronto Maple Leafs, Vancouver Canucks and Flames. 

"Josh is an experienced, two-way forward," Waddell said. 
"We expect him to fit our playing system well." 

Jordan Martinook returned to the Hurricanes after agreeing 
to a three-year, $5.4 million contract (AAV of $1.8 million). 
The 29-year-old forward has scored 51 points (21 goals, 30 
assists) in 171 games for Carolina. 

"Jordan has played a tremendous part in helping to change 
the culture of our organization over the past three years," 
Waddell said. "He's an asset to our team and our community, 
and we're a tougher team to play against with him on the 
ice." 

The Hurricanes also signed goalie Antti Raanta to a two-
year, $4 million contract ($2 million AAV). The 32-year-old 
was 5-5-2 with a 3.36 GAA and .905 save percentage in 12 
games (11 starts) for the Coyotes, missing most of the 
season because of injury. He is 93-65-20 with a 2.46 GAA, 
.919 save percentage and 13 shutouts in 198 NHL games 
(179 starts). 

Hamilton, who played three seasons for Carolina, agreed to 
a seven-year, $63 million contract (AAV of $9 million) with 
the New Jersey Devils.
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Bear traded to Hurricanes by Oilers for Foegele 

Defenseman scored eight points last season, dealt for 
restricted free agent forward 

Ethan Bear was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes from the 
Edmonton Oilers for Warren Foegele on Wednesday. 

Bear, a 24-year-old defenseman, scored eight points (two 
goals, six assists) in 43 regular-season games and was held 
without a point in four Stanley Cup Playoff games last 
season. 

"Ethan is a young, right-shot defenseman with offensive 
upside," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. 
"We're excited to add him to our team as he continues to 
grow as an NHL player." 

A fifth-round pick (No. 124) by the Oilers in the 2015 NHL 
Draft, Bear has scored 33 points (eight goals, 25 assists) in 
132 NHL games and is without a point in eight playoff 
games. He has one season remaining on the two-year 
contract he signed with Edmonton on Dec. 29. 

Foegele, a 25-year-old forward, is a restricted free agent. He 
scored 20 points (10 goals, 10 assists) in 53 regular-season 
games and two points (one goal, one assist) in 10 playoff 
games last season. 

A third-round pick (No. 67) by the Hurricanes in the 2014 
NHL Draft, Foegele has scored 68 points (35 goals, 33 
assists) in 200 NHL games and 12 points (seven goals, five 
assists) in 33 playoff games. 

"He comes from a really good program," Holland said. "In 
Carolina, they've done a lot of winning the last two or three 
years; they've been a good regular-season team, they went 
to the final four a couple of years ago. He's a big, strong guy 
(6-foot-2, 198 pounds), he can skate, he goes to the blue 
paint, he's dependable." 

The Oilers on Wednesday re-signed defenseman Tyson 
Barrie to a three-year contract and signed defenseman Cody 
Ceci to a four-year contract and forward Zach Hyman to a 
seven-year contract. 

Dougie Hamilton agreed to a seven-year, $63 million 
contract ($9 million average annual value) with the New 
Jersey Devils on Wednesday after the 28-year-old 
defenseman played three seasons for the Hurricanes. 
Defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Ian Cole each agreed to a 
one-year contract with Carolina.
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Hurricanes sign D-man DeAngelo, goalies Andersen and Raanta 

By Aaron Beard and Stephen Whyno 

Tony DeAngelo says he’s learned from mistakes that have 
dotted his career and even had the New York Rangers 
paying him to to go away. 

The Carolina Hurricanes were willing to take a risk and find 
out if it’s all more than just words. 

The Hurricanes reached a deal with the 25-year-old 
defenseman on a $1 million, one-year contract Wednesday. 
It came on a busy opening day of free agency for the 
Hurricanes, who lost top defenseman in Dougie Hamilton 
while also completely reshaping their goaltending position. 

But it was DeAngelo’s deal that stood out, as much for his 
past as anything he’ll do for the Hurricanes. 

“A lot of stuff that’s happened in my career stemmed from 
emotions, from being competitive,” DeAngelo said. “There’s 
never been any off-ice problems or anything like that. It just 
comes from having a high level of compete for the game and 
passion for the game.  

“I think I made some mistakes along the way, obviously, stuff 
that I regretted and tried to improve upon. And now I just 
have to prove it to the Hurricanes.”  

DeAngelo was sent home by the Rangers last season 
following an undisclosed incident, went unclaimed by the rest 
of the league on waivers and had the final season of his 
contract bought out.  

Going further back, DeAngelo was suspended three games 
by the NHL for abuse of officials late in 2016 and eight 
games by the Ontario Hockey League in 2014 for directing a 
racist slur at a teammate, the second time he was involved in 
such an incident. More recently, he has been criticized for 
social media posts, including one about the pandemic. 

Asked directly if he supported the Jan. 6 insurrection at the 
U.S. Capitol, DeAngelo said he did not. 

“I don’t think anybody in their right mind would support that,” 
DeAngelo said. “So, obviously, I didn’t support it. Everybody 
has their own political views. And I think people have a 
perception of myself based on some stuff I put out there. But 
obviously to think that I would support the Jan. 6th events is 
just ridiculous.” 

DeAngelo is arguably the most polarizing player in the 
league, but with Hamilton reaching a deal in New Jersey, the 
Hurricanes are taking a chance that the 2014 first-round pick 
— who’s only one year removed from posting 53 points in 68 
games — can fit in on the right side of the defense. 

They’re also counting on their oft-cited locker-room culture 
with players like captain Jordan Staal and alternate captain 
Jordan Martinook — who returned on a three-year deal 
Wednesday — under Rod Brind’Amour, the Jack Adams 
Award winner as NHL coach of the year who guided Carolina 
to its first division title in 15 years and a third straight playoff 
bid. 

DeAngelo said he had numerous conversations with 
Brind’Amour as well as Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon, 
saying he told Dundon: “I’m not going to let you down.” 

He’ll also have to win over a vocal group of reluctant fans, 
with several taking to social media to protest the deal or say 
they’ll cancel season tickets over DeAngelo’s arrival. 

“Stick with us,” DeAngelo said when asked about negative 
fan reaction. “Give me a shot, and I’m going to make the best 
for you guys.” 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said he and his 
staff talked to players, coaches and others who know 
DeAngelo and found no red flags to stop them from signing 
DeAngelo to a short-term deal. 

“We did our research on who this person is beyond what the 
perception of him (is),” Waddell said on a video call with 
reporters. “There’s no doubt that he has made mistakes. We 
acknowledge that, and most important he recognizes that 
he’s made mistakes.” 

Waddell said in a statement upon signing DeAngelo that the 
team is “confident that he can be a positive addition to our 
group.” 

That group looks much different, particularly in goal, than at 
the end of Carolina’s playoff run this spring. The Hurricanes 
turned over their entire goaltending position in the past week. 

They agreed to terms with former Toronto goalie Frederik 
Andersen on a $9 million, two-year deal and brought in Antti 
Raanta from Arizona for $4 million over the next two 
seasons. Waddell said these were the goalies Carolina 
targeted all along. 

Despite combining for a .920 save percentage that ranked 
third in the league, the Hurricanes moved on from Alex 
Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek and James Reimer. After trading 
Nedeljkovic to Detroit last week, Mrazek signed with Toronto 
and Reimer with San Jose on Wednesday. 

“It was an easy choice,” Mrazek said of signing for $11.4 
million over three years with the Maple Leafs. “I think the last 
three seasons I established myself in a position that I found a 
way how to win important games.” 
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In other moves, Carolina acquired defenseman Ethan Bear 
from Edmonton for forward Warren Foegele, agreed to terms 
with veteran defender Ian Cole on a $2.9 million, one-year 

contract, re-signed Martinook for $5.4 million over three 
years and brought in Josh Leivo for $750,000 for next 
season.

 

Goalies on the move: Grubauer to Kraken, Holtby to Stars 

By Stephen Whyno 

A Vezina Trophy finalist landed in Seattle, the Hurricanes 
turned over their entire group, and several accomplished 
veterans who had their contracts bought out found new 
homes on a busy day for NHL goaltenders. 

More than a dozen goalies changed places Wednesday, 
altering the landscape with moves involving everyone from 
Stanley Cup contenders to teams building up from the 
bottom. 

Vezina Trophy finalist Philipp Grubauer got the most 
lucrative contract, leaving Colorado to sign for $35.4 million 
over six years with the expansion Kraken. Seattle then 
flipped one of the goalies they picked in the expansion draft, 
Vitek Vanecek, to Washington for a 2023 second-round pick 
to spin the carousel some more. 

“It’s a really fast-moving market,” Philadelphia general 
manager Chuck Fletcher said after signing Martin Jones to a 
$2 million, one-year contract. “There’s a lot of teams looking 
for goaltenders. You look at as many situations as you can 
and find as many situations where the player has the same 
interest in you that you have in him, and you make a quick 
decision.” 

The decisions happened quickly with 14 goalies agreeing to 
contracts totaling over $100 million in just six hours. With the 
return to an 82-game season, which could be condensed 
because of the Winter Olympics, teams put value in 
goaltending depth. 

“The game’s so fast and there’s so many games in a row, I 
think the teams need two goalies that can help the team to 
win the games and battle for them,” said Petr Mrazek, who 
signed with Toronto for $11.4 million over three years. “I 
think that’s the reason why the goalies are moving around a 
little bit so the teams can have two goalies to play.” 

Coming off winning the Presidents’ Trophy as the NHL’s best 
regular-season team and bowing out in the second round of 
the playoffs, the win-now Avalanche losing Grubauer pushed 
them to the trade market to replace him. They finally got their 
goalie by trading for Darcy Kuemper from Arizona. 

There were not a lot of other options after the initial frenzy.  

Braden Holtby, a teammate of Grubauer’s in Washington 
when the Capitals won the Stanley Cup, was one of the first 
to get a deal done, signing for $2 million with Dallas. Like 
Jones with San Jose, Holtby was fresh off being bought out 
by Vancouver after a down year, but the 2016 Vezina Trophy 
winner drew interest. 

“I didn’t really have much time to think,” Holtby said. “Had a 
pretty good grasp of the situation, what could be. Luckily, 
Dallas popped up and it didn’t take us long to decide.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes decided to change their entire mix 
in net despite Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic and James Reimer 
combining for a .920 save percentage last season that 
ranked third in the league. After trading Nedeljkovic to Detroit 
for a third-round pick last week, the Hurricanes let Mrazek 
and Reimer leave, and signed veterans Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta. 

“These guys have been on our list to go after,” GM Don 
Waddell said. “We think that combo of those two guys gives 
us the best opportunity to win hockey games and take us to 
where we want to get to.” 

Carolina’s return for Nedeljkovic also included the rights to 
goalie Jonathan Bernier, but he left, too, signing an $8.25 
million, two-year deal with New Jersey. Reimer went to San 
Jose, Linus Ullmark left Buffalo for a $20 million, four-year 
contract with Boston, Carter Hutton got a change of scenery 
in Arizona, Brian Elliott became Tampa Bay’s new backup 
and veteran Jaroslav Halak replaced Holtby with the 
Canucks. 

After losing Hutton, the Sabres’ goaltending depth is down to 
rookie Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen, who went 1-3 as an 
emergency backup last season, and journeyman minor-
leaguer Dustin Tokarksi. Losing Ullmark is a setback for GM 
Kevyn Adams, who elected to not deal the pending 
unrestricted free agent at the trade deadline in hopes of re-
signing him in the offseason. 

Bernier didn’t expect this level of movement. 

“I think most people didn’t, but obviously when you get a 
couple buyouts with Holtby and Jones, that kind of shuffles 
pretty quick and then there’s only a few seats for goalies,” he 
said. “So when that happens, everyone changed chairs.”
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Oilers trade defenceman Ethan Bear to Hurricanes for forward Warren Foegele 

The Edmonton Oilers have traded defenceman Ethan Bear 
to the Carolina Hurricanes for forward Warren Foegele, 
Sportsnet's Chris Johnston can confirm. 

Bear, 24, is coming off his second season as a full-time 
NHLer with the Oilers, which saw him get top-pair minutes 
alongside Darnell Nurse. Though the 2020-21 was quiet 
offensively for the rearguard, Bear posted strong numbers as 
a rookie -- five goals and 16 assists for 21 points through 71 
contests. 

Edmonton signed Bear to a two-year bridge deal in 
December, which carries a cap hit of $2 million. He'll be a 
restricted free agent following the 2021-22 campaign. 

The addition of Foegele fills a big need for Edmonton, which 
has lacked depth scoring beyond its star-studded top line. In 
three seasons with the Hurricanes, Foegele has provided 
exactly that, bringing a strong two-way presence to the 
lineup while also earning a reputation as a strong killer of 
penalties. The 25-year-old put up his best numbers in 2019-
20: 13 goals, 17 assists, 30 points in 68 games. The RFA is 

due a new deal, coming off a one-year pact that saw him 
earn $2.15 million in 2020-21. 

The Oilers are undergoing a pretty significant transformation 
on their blue line, including the addition of veteran Duncan 
Keith and departure of his would-be second-pairing partner, 
Adam Larsson's departure to Seattle. 

Carolina, too, is seeing some significant changes, 
predominantly in net and on defence. The departure of all 
three netminders as well as the increasingly likely outlook of 
a future without star UFA Dougie Hamilton has the 
contending club navigating a crucial off-season. The addition 
of Bear brings in another d-man with the potential to hone his 
game alongside some strong offensive defencemen in 
Carolina. 

“Ethan is a young, right-shot defenceman with offensive 
upside,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said in the team's 
press release confirming the transaction. “We’re excited to 
add him to our team as he continues to grow as an NHL 
player.”

 

Hurricanes re-sign Jordan Martinook to three-year, $5.4M deal 

The Carolina Hurricanes have re-signed forward Jordan 
Martinook to a three-year, $5.4 million deal. 

Originally a second-round pick of the Arizona Coyotes in 
2012, Martinook was acquired by the Hurricanes in 2018 and 

scored a career-high 15 goals in his first season with the 
club. 

The 29-year-old appeared in 44 games for the Hurricanes 
last season, scoring four goals and adding nine assists.

 

Hurricanes sign goaltender Frederik Andersen to two-year, $9M deal 

The Carolina Hurricanes and goaltender Frederik Andersen 
have agreed to a two-year deal worth $9 million, Sportsnet's 
Elliotte Friedman has learned. 

Andersen, who spent the last five seasons guarding the 
Toronto Maple Leafs crease, lost the starting job in Toronto 
this past season due to a combination of injury and declining 
play. 

For the first time in his eight-year NHL career, the 31-year-
old's save percentage fell to below .900, ending the 
campaign at .895, the lowest of his career so far. 

The Hurricanes were seeking a No. 1 goalie this off-season 
after trading Alex Nedeljkovic, a finalist for the Calder Trophy 
this past season, to the Detroit Red Wings for a third-round 
pick and the rights to goaltender Jonathan Bernier. 

Nedeljkovic, who was a pending restricted free agent at the 
time he was dealt, agreed to a two-year, $6 million contract 
with the Red Wings, according to his agent.
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Hurricanes sign controversial defenceman Tony DeAngelo 

Tony DeAngelo, the controversial defenceman who was 
recently bought out by the New York Rangers, has signed a 
one-year, $1 million contract with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The 25-year-old was placed on waivers and ultimately 
suspended by the Rangers earlier this season after a 
number of on- and off-ice incidents, culminating in an 
altercation with then-teammate Alexandar Georgiev outside 
the locker room following an overtime loss earlier this year. 

Soon after, on Feb. 1, then-Rangers GM Scott Gorton 
announced that DeAngelo had played his last game with the 
team and would be bought out after the season. 

“I had spoke to him at that time and said: 'Listen, if there’s 
any more issues here, the time is going to come where we’re 
going to put you on waivers and move on. No more issues. If 

your name is in anything at all that we have to hear, we’re 
going to move on,”’ Gorton said at the time. “I made that 
statement to him, something happened and I pretty much 
have to stay true to my word here and the organization’s 
word that it was time to move on.” 

In a statement released Wednesday, Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell briefly acknowledged the situation, 
saying the Hurricanes had done "a lot of background work" 
on DeAngelo but were confident he could be "a positive 
addition" to the team. 

Specifics on what the Hurricanes background check 
encompassed, or uncovered, were not made available by the 
team at this time.

 

Hurricanes sign defenceman Ian Cole to one-year contract 

The Carolina Hurricanes inked defenceman Ian Cole to a 
one-year, $2.9 million contract, the team announced 
Wednesday. 

Cole won back-to-back Stanley Cup championships with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in 2016 and 2017. 

The 32-year-old from Ann Arbor, Mich., played two games 
with the Colorado Avalanche last season before being traded 
to the Minnesota Wild where he suited up for 52 games 
recording one goal and seven assists for eight points.

 

Hurricanes sign goaltender Antti Raanta to two-year, $4M contract 

The Carolina Hurricanes agreed to terms with goaltender 
Antti Raanta on a two-year contract with an average annual 
value of $2 million, the team announced Wednesday. 

Raanta has played in 196 NHL regular season games with 
the Chicago Blackhawks, New York Rangers and Arizona 
Coyotes. 

The 32-year-old from Rauma, Finland, posted a 5-5-2 record 
and registered a 3.36 goals-against average and .905 save 
percentage with the Coyotes last season.
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NHL goalie carousel swings as Andersen, Halak, Mrazek change teams 

By Sean Leahy  

There will be plenty of goalie movement with the opening the 
NHL free agent market. The Maple Leafs and Hurricanes got 
the ball rolling by swapping netminders, while the Canucks 
signed a veteran backup for Thatcher Demko. 

The Maple Leafs will pair Petr Mrazek with Jack Campbell in 
their net as Mrazek inked a three-year, $11.4 million deal. 
Andersen, a seventh-round pick by Toronto in 2010, heads 
to the Hurricanes on a two-year, $9 million contract. 

Vancouver, meanwhile, is bringing in Jaroslav Halak on a 
one-year, $1.5 million deal with the possibility of up $1.5 
million more in performance bonuses. 

Andersen 

The 32-year-old Dane never came to terms on a deal with 
the Maple Leafs after being drafted in 2010, which is how he 
ended up with the Ducks after being a third-round pick two 
years later. 

Andersen lost his hold on the No. 1 job to Campbell this past 
season as injuries limited him to only 24 appearances. His 
.915 even-strength save percentage in 2020-21 was the 
worst of his five-season tenure in Toronto. 

Letting Mrazek walk and trading Nedeljkovic meant a 
changeover in goal for the franchise. Andersen will also be 
joined by veteran Antti Raanta in the Canes’ net. The 32-

year-old Raanta, who has been banged up by injury the last 
few seasons, joins on a two-year, $4 million deal. 

Halak 

The 36-year-old was a solid backup for Tuukka Rask in 
Boston the last three seasons, but Halak had a forgettable 
2020-21 season. He played only 19 times, had a bout with 
COVID-19, and lost his role to Jeremy Swayman during the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

His deal consists of a $750,000 signing bonus and a 
$750,000 salary. He can earn a $1.25 million bonus for 
playing at least 10 games and $250,000 for posting at least a 
.905 save percentage. 

Mrazek 

A thumb injury limited Mrazek, 29, to only 12 games in 2020-
21, but during his three years in Carolina he recorded a .925 
ESSV% and a 5.27 goals saved above average, per 
Evolving Hockey. 

Mrazek was in a crowded Hurricanes goalie trio with Alex 
Nedeljkovic and James Reimer. Nedeljkovic eventually 
grabbed the No. 1 job before he was traded away to the Red 
Wings. 

A few other goalies on the move now that the market is 
open: Braden Holtby heads to Dallas (1-year, $2 million,) 
Martin Jones signs with the Flyers (one year), and Brian 
Elliott goes to Tampa Bay (1-year, $900,00).
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Hurricanes sign Tony DeAngelo after ‘a lot of background work’ 

By James O'Brien  

On the same day of 2021 NHL Free Agency where the 
Canadiens continue to explain drafting Logan Mailloux, the 
Hurricanes paralleled that decision. For better or worse, 
Carolina clearly know it’s controversial to sign Tony 
DeAngelo, but they did it anyway. 

Like the Canadiens, they tried to meet the bad press halfway 
by explaining the decision, essentially, as they made it. 

“Tony is a smooth-skating, puck-moving defenseman,” GM 
Don Waddell said in the team’s official release. “We’ve done 
a lot of background work on this player and we are confident 
that he can be a positive addition to our group.” 

The Hurricanes signed Tony DeAngelo for one year at $1 
million. Their gamble is that he delivers to the degree that 
they not only get more than that in on-ice value, but also that 
it’s worth the very negative PR. 

It’s certainly … a choice. Curiously, as a player, DeAngelo is 
the type of defenseman who tends to anger coaches and 
“hockey men.” Generally speaking, people don’t always have 
a ton of time for blueliners who bring such an extreme of 
potent offense with lousy defense: 

Again, though, the Hurricanes aren’t just betting on Tony 
DeAngelo, the player. They’re also gambling on Tony 
DeAngelo, the person. 

Will signing DeAngelo be worth it to the Hurricanes? 

To put things mildly, the Hurricanes signing of DeAngelo will 
be polarizing. 

It’s the sort of move that can distract from other Hurricanes 
free-agent signings. Bringing in DeAngelo takes attention 
away from (seemingly) letting Dougie Hamilton walk. Less 
attention goes to the new goalie duo of Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta. There’s even concern regarding how 
DeAngelo might interact with trade acquisition Ethan Bear. 

As much as NHL teams insist that they hate “distractions,” 
the Hurricanes invited that in. In the process, they might 
have left fans feeling excluded. 

However people feel about Tony DeAngelo’s (outspoken) 
political beliefs, he’s clashed both with teammates, 
opponents, and on-ice officials. PHT’s Adam Gretz neatly 
summarizes his history of altercations, which eventually 
inspired his falling out and buyout from the Rangers: 

From a money standpoint, a one-year, $1M contract for Tony 
DeAngelo is low-risk for the cost-conscious Hurricanes. It’s a 
huge gamble, and maybe not a wise one, if Carolina is at all 
image-conscious.

 

 

 

Hurricanes reportedly set to sign maligned blueliner Tony DeAngelo 

By Thomas Williams 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been a lot of casual fan’s 
favourite team to follow as they tow the line between likeable 
stars Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov and grinding 
wingers like Jordan Martinook.  

Well on Wednesday they decided to throw a lot of that good 
will out the window. 

According to The Athletic’s Pierre Lebrun, the Hurricanes are 
set to sign unrestricted free agent defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo to a one-year, $1-million contract. 

DeAngelo, 25, was bought out of the final year of his contract 
by the New York Rangers earlier this week after a hellish 
couple of years of him on the Blueshirts’ blue line. 

While his defensive shortcomings have been well recorded, 
he has spent the last year or so punching his goaltender, 
throwing social media tantrums when former president 
Donald Trump was banned from Twitter, and trying to cover 
up his prior OHL suspension for using racial slurs on the ice, 
among other things. 

DeAngelo is easily one of the more publicly vile characters in 
the NHL and he will now make his return on the ice. 

Over 206 career games with the Arizona Coyotes and 
Rangers, DeAngelo has 24 goals and 82 assists.
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Maple Leafs to sign Petr Mrazek, lose Frederik Andersen to Hurricanes 

By Justin Cuthbert 

It will be a netminding swap, of sorts, between the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and Carolina Hurricanes. 

In separate free-agent deals, the Maple Leafs are expected 
to sign Petr Mrazek to a three-year, $11.4 million contract, 
while former starter Frederik Andersen is expected to land 
with the Carolina Hurricanes.  

Mrazek will earn $3.8 million, or more than twice his new 
partner Jack Campbell's salary, on his multi-year deal. 

Andersen is expected to join Carolina on a two-year deal 
worth $9 million. 

The two agreements make sense for both teams. Mrazek is 
experienced working in a tandem, and will join Jack 
Campbell in a split-start scenario, while Andersen has spent 
most of the last half decade as a clear No. 1 option, and will 
likely hold down that role in Carolina.  

Mrazek has split carries in Carolina for the last three seasons 
following a two-season stretch with the Detroit Red Wings as 
the No. 1 option. He maintained a .911 save percentage in 
92 appearances for the Hurricanes, but was recently 
squeezed, and reduced to a clear backup role, after Alex 
Nedeljkovic emerged in his rookie season.  

For Andersen, this is a tremendous opportunity. Despite 
Nedeljkovic's successes in a Calder Trophy-nominated 
season, the Hurricanes decided to uproot its existing 
goaltending structure this offseason, trading Nedeljkovic to 

the Red Wings and moving on from Mrazek and likely 
another goaltender with Leaf history, James Reimer.  

It leaves Andersen as the No. 1 option for a team with 
legitimate Stanley Cup aspirations that thrives in shot 
suppression.  

Andersen is coming off a difficult and injury-filled season, in 
which he lost his starter's role in Toronto to Campbell. He 
posted an .895 save percentage in 23 starts, but it's believed 
he performed through injury, and while Campbell was 
shelved, both likely exacerbating his health issues and 
damaging his individual statistics. 

Andersen should bounce back to a certain degree, but there 
are definitely questions of whether he's a legitimate starting 
netminder for a contender, or if he can even come close to 
matching the data Nedeljkovic fashioned last season in 
Carolina. 

Elsewhere, Toronto spent the rest of the day working around 
the margins. Kyle Dubas added Kurtis Gabriel and David 
Kampf on one- and two-year contracts, respectively. Kampf, 
a strong penalty killer with very little offensive upside, will 
earn $1.5 million annually, while the face-punching Gabriel 
will earn $750,00. 

The Maple Leafs also reached agreements with defenders 
Alex Biega and Carl Dahlstrom, and signed forward Josh Ho-
Sang to a PTO.
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Oilers Trade Ethan Bear to Hurricanes, Expected to Sign Cody Ceci 

The right side of the Edmonton Oilers defense will have a bit 
of a different look next season after a couple of potentially 
risky moves made by Oilers GM Ken Holland today. 

By Nicholas Emanuelli 

Who said the COVID-19 pandemic was putting on a damper 
on the prices UFAs could command?  

According to Sportsnet’s Chris Johnston, the Edmonton 
Oilers are expected to ink veteran blueliner Cody Ceci to a 
four-year contract worth “north of $3 million” when the free-
agency period officially opens. 

 including expected goals (48.67 percent). The 27-year-old 
from Ottawa has played eight NHL seasons to date, 
amassing 37 goals and 143 points in 549 career games. 
Ceci stands at 6-foot-2 and tips the scales at 210 pounds, 
and so brings some size to a D-corps still reeling from the 
loss of Adam Larsson earlier this off-season. Unfortunately 
for the Oilers, Ceci's stature may be the only way in which he 
truly compares to the departing Swede.  

Though neither D-man brings much offense to the table, Ceci 
doesn’t have the snarl that defines Larsson’s game and isn’t 
as much of a defensive stalwart. Ceci had four goals and 17 
points this past season for the Pittsburgh Penguins but was 
the beneficiary of significant on-ice shooting luck (both in his 
own end and in the attacking zone). Ceci was a plus-18 on 

the year but was in the red in most 5-on-5 possession 
metrics – including expected goals (48.67 percent). 

The Ceci signing – coupled with the earlier re-signing of 
Tyson Barrie – meant something had to give on the right side 
of the Oilers blueline. Barrie, Larsson and Ethan Bear 
patrolled that part of the ice this past season, but with top 
prospect Evan Bouchard also itching for a spot, a body had 
to be shipped out to make room. 

In a corresponding move, the Oilers shipped Bear to the 
Carolina Hurricanes for left winger Warren Foegele.  

Bear – limited to 43 games because of a suspected 
concussion – struggled to maintain his heady rookie-season 
play this past season, scoring two goals and eight points for 
the Oilers. He was also on the wrong end of a couple of 
costly – and loud –turnovers, including during the playoffs. 
But Bear's underlying possession numbers paint a much 
more flattering picture of the 24-year-old rearguard, who 
finished 10th in Calder voting in 2019-20.  

Bear should thrive in Carolina's system. Foegele is coming 
off a 10-goal, 20-point season with the Hurricanes. The six-
foot-2, 198-pounder is 25 years old and should provide the 
Oilers with some help on the left wing, a spot that has been 
sorely lacking in depth the past several seasons in the City of 
Champions. In the past two seasons, Foegele has played to 
a 16-goal, 34-point full-season pace.
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Are the Hurricanes Actually 'Safer' in Net with Andersen and Raanta? 

Carolina shied away from paying Alex Nedeljkovic for a small 
sample size. By betting on two veterans with shaky health 
histories, however, they're arguably taking more of a risk. 

By Matt Larkin 

The Carolina Hurricanes weren’t comfortable making a major 
financial commitment to a sensational rookie. Instead, they’re 
spending what is supposed to be safer money on established 
veteran goaltenders. But is the investment really safer when 
those goaltenders are Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta? 

Andersen, 31, has inked a two-year, $9-million contract with 
the Hurricanes, as first reported by The Athletic's Pierre 
LeBrun. A year or two ago, the idea of a Stanley Cup 
contender pursuing Andersen would’ve made plenty of 
sense. From 2016-17, his first season as the Toronto Maple 
Leafs’ starting netminder, through 2019-20, Andersen was 
the NHL’s No. 1 workhorse, leading all goaltenders in starts 
and placing third in wins while posting a respectable .916 
save percentage on a team that, at the time, was known for 
extremely leaky defensive play. Fair or not, Andersen carried 
a reputation of underwhelming in the post-season, but he 
was undeniably an upper-echelon regular-season netminder 
over that span. He finished fourth in the 2017-18 Vezina 
Trophy vote. 

Andersen sagged in 2020-21, however, despite the fact the 
Leafs improved their defensive play dramatically. Among 43 
netminders who played at least 1,000 minutes at 5-on-5, 
Andersen actually graded out slightly above average, sitting 
23rd at 0.07, but that doesn’t tell the full story. The bottom fell 
out in March. He went 2-5-0 with an .876 SP and posted a -
0.47 GSAA/60 for the month. He ended up missing a 23-
game stretch with a knee injury and ceding Toronto’s net to 
Jack Campbell by the time the playoffs rolled around. 

If you’re a glass-half-empty Hurricanes fan, then? Pushing 
the chips in on Andersen at a starter’s AAV of $4.5 million 
rather than paying Alex Nedeljkovic his requested AAV of 
$3.5 million feels like a strange decision for GM Don 
Waddell. The Canes are obviously banking on Andersen 
returning to form when healthy, and playing in a less 
smothering hockey market might work nicely for a goaltender 
known to have the occasional crisis of confidence. Even at 

his best, however, Andersen never gave Toronto a smooth 
ride. He regularly mixed scintillating hot streaks with hideous 
slumps. He posted a .914 SP across five seasons and 268 
games as a Leaf, but that included 10 months with an SP 
below .900 and eight months with an SP above .930.  
 
As for Raanta? The good news is his performance is 
arguably less in doubt on a year-to-year basis than 
Andersen's is. Raanta, 32, owned a .921 SP across his four 
seasons with the Arizona Coyotes and, over the past three 
campaigns combined, placed in the 71st percentile in 
GSAA/60 among goalies with 1,000 or more minutes at 5-on-
5. Raanta, however, is also among the most injury-prone 
goaltenders in the sport. His career high in starts is 46, and 
he's only eclipsed 26 starts twice in his eight seasons. In 
2020-21 alone, he endured five different injury layoffs. That 
was in a 56-game season. Raanta is a talented goaltender 
but profiles as the opposite of safe. That's likely why he 
settled for a one-year contract at a backup AAV of $2 million, 
as reported by ESPN's Kevin Weekes. 

Yet the Hurricanes are entrusting their net to Andersen and 
Raanta rather than Petr Mrazek, James Reimer and, most 
notably, Nedeljkovic, who, as a rookie in 2020-21 , posted 
the second best GSAA/60 in the league, trailing only 
Nashville’s Juuse Saros, and finished third in the Calder 
Trophy vote. After trading Nedeljkovic to the Detroit Red 
Wings last week for the rights to pending UFA Jonathan 
Bernier and a third-round draft pick, GM Don Waddell told 
The Athletic’s Sara Civian that the team wanted to go in a 
“veteran direction” as a win-now club. Andersen and Raanta 
supposedly check that box. Given the injury problems 
they've had to endure, are they really superior win-now 
options to Nedeljkovic, who posted a .932 SP in the regular 
season and a .920 SP across nine appearances in his 
playoff debut this past spring? 

The Hurricanes believe they’ve made the right play and the 
safe play. The irony here? What they’re doing is gambling. 
The rookie was arguably the safer play. That doesn’t mean 
Andersen and Raanta can’t pay off and make Waddell look 
wise, however. It's a matter of whether their bodies will co-
operate.
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Hurricanes trade Warren Foegele to Edmonton Oilers for Ethan Bear 

The Hurricanes have sent Foegele’s RFA rights to the 
Edmonton Oilers for a young two-way defenseman.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

It’s been speculated throughout the offseason that, with RFA 
forward Warren Foegele up for arbitration and wanting more 
money/opportunity, the Hurricanes would move on. That’s 
indeed going to be the case, as the team is trading his RFA 
rights to the Edmonton Oilers for defenseman Ethan Bear.  

Bear fills a need for the Hurricanes on the right side of the 
blue line reportedly out the door. He’s coming off a season 
that saw him post two goals and eight points in 43 games. 
He put up five goals and 21 points in 71 games in 2019-20, 
and offers plenty of upside.  

He’s got one year left on his deal at $2 million, after which 
he’ll be an RFA.  

Foegele, a third-round pick of the Hurricanes in the 2014 
draft, posted 35 goals and 68 points in 200 career games as 
a Hurricane. A two-way forward with strong penalty-killing 
abilities, Foegele commonly skated on Jordan Staal’s left 
wing.  

Foegele’s best regular season in Carolina was his second, 
2019-20, as he put up 13 goals and 30 points in 68 games. 
He put up 10 and 20 in 53 games last year. The highlight of 
his time in Carolina, however, was his play in his first 
postseason, the team’s 2019 run to the Eastern Conference 

Final, as he tallied five goals and nine points in 15 games 
and scored some big goals in the first round win over the 
Washington Capitals.  

The Hurricanes’ official release on the trade follows: 

‘CANES ACQUIRE BEAR FROM OILERS 

Foegele traded to Edmonton 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired 
defenseman Ethan Bear from the Edmonton Oilers in 
exchange for forward Warren Foegele. 

“Ethan is a young, right-shot defenseman with offensive 
upside,” said Waddell. “We’re excited to add him to our team 
as he continues to grow as an NHL player.” 

Bear, 24, registered eight points (2g, 6a) in 43 games with 
the Oilers in 2020-21. The 5’11”, 197-pound blueliner has 
tallied 33 points (8g, 25a) in 132 career NHL games, all with 
Edmonton. He skated in 89 American Hockey League games 
over two seasons with Bakersfield from 2017-19, earning 49 
points (12g, 37a). Bear posted 192 points (66g, 126a) in 264 
Western Hockey League games with Seattle from 2013-17. 
He has represented Canada internationally at the 2015 IIHF 
World Under-18 Championship in 2015, winning bronze. The 
Regina, Sask., native was selected by the Oilers in the fifth 
round, 124th overall of the 2015 NHL Draft.
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Hurricanes sign Tony DeAngelo to one-year deal 

The controversial former Rangers defenseman is heading to 
Raleigh. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes have made their first official confirmation of a 
free agent signing today, and it’s a controversial one. As first 
reported by Frank Seravalli yesterday, the team has signed 
former Rangers, Coyotes, and Lightning defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo to a one-year deal worth $1 million.  

“Tony is a smooth-skating, puck-moving defenseman,” 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said in the team’s 
release. “We’ve done a lot of background work on this player 
and we are confident that he can be a positive addition to our 
group.” 

DeAngelo was bought out by the Rangers following a 
tumultuous 2021 season in New York. The blueliner played 
just six games, and was waived and assigned to the taxi 
squad following a postgame physical altercation with 
goaltender Alexandar Georgiev, with at-the-time GM Jeff 
Gorton saying he’d played his last game as a Ranger.  

The incident with the Rangers was far from the first in 
DeAngelo’s hockey career, however.  

He was suspended in the OHL for violating the league’s 
harassment, abuse and diversity policy resulting from a slur 
directed at a teammate. 

He was also twice suspended for abuse of an official, once in 
the OHL and once with the Arizona Coyotes. 

On the ice, DeAngelo had just one assist and was a minus-6 
in six games for the Rangers last season. He’s one year 
removed, however, from a strong 2019-20 that saw him post 
15 goals and 53 points in 68 games, including three power-
play goals and 19 power-play points. With Dougie Hamilton 
reportedly out the door, the Hurricanes will no doubt ask 
DeAngelo to play a role on their power play.  

Obviously, the Canes’ hope is DeAngelo can return to that 
level of play and prove himself to be a bargain addition - 
while avoiding off-ice incidents.  

However, reasonable questions will certainly arise in relation 
to this signing. Among them, is the on-ice upside of a player 
whose past includes a physical altercation with a teammate 
and the use of racial slurs during his junior career worth the 
potential collateral damage to the organization? Additionally, 
what kind of message does bringing in a player with 
DeAngelo’s history send to the community? 

The full release from the Hurricanes follows:  

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH DEANGELO 

Defenseman has tallied 106 points in 206 career NHL games 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has agreed to 
terms with defenseman Tony DeAngelo on a one-year, $1 
million contract. 

“Tony is a smooth-skating, puck-moving defenseman,” said 
Waddell. “We’ve done a lot of background work on this 
player and we are confident that he can be a positive 
addition to our group.” 

DeAngelo, 25, has posted 106 points (24g, 82a) in 206 
career NHL games with the Rangers and Coyotes. The 
5’11”, 180-pound blueliner registered career-highs in goals 
(15), assists (38), points (53), plus/minus (+12) and games 
played (68) during the shortened 2019-20 regular season. 
Among all NHL defensemen in 2019-20, DeAngelo ranked 
tied for fourth in goals and points. He represented the United 
States internationally at the 2015 IIHF World Junior 
Championship. The Sewell, N.J., native was drafted by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the first round, 19th overall, of the 
2014 NHL Draft.
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Carolina Hurricanes re-sign Jordan Martinook to three-year deal 

The Canes will be bringing back the alternate captain on a 
three-year, $1.8 million AAV deal. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes are reportedly going to be bringing 
back the heart and soul of the locker room as the team has 
supposedly come to terms on a contract extension with 
Jordan Martinook for a three-year, $1.8 million AAV contract 
according to Pierre Lebrun. 

The forward will be taking a bit of a paycut in AAV as he’s 
coming off of back to back lackluster seasons — the most 
recent seeing him score just four goal and nine point — but 
his biggest value has been in his intangibles, namely 
leadership. 

Martinook is a huge piece of not only the team’s culture, but 
its community as well. 

If he can stay healthy, there is strong possibility that he might 
have a bit of a bounce back to the level he reached when he 
first came to Carolina three seasons ago, but regardless, he 
brings affordable depth to the forward group. 

Update: Martinook has seemingly confirmed that he’ll be 
back 

Update: The Hurricanes have confirmed the signing, here’s 
their release: 

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH MARTINOOK 

Alternate captain posted 13 points in 44 NHL games last 
season 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has agreed to 
terms with forward Jordan Martinook on a three-year 
contract. The deal will pay Martinook an average annual 
value (AAV) of $1.8 million. 

“Jordan has played a tremendous part in helping to change 
the culture of our organization over the past three years,” 
said Waddell. “He’s an asset to our team and our community, 
and we’re a tougher team to play against with him on the 
ice.” 

Martinook, 29, recorded 13 points (4g, 9a) in 44 games 
during the regular season and added three assists in 11 
playoff games with the Hurricanes in 2020-21. The 6’1”, 204-
pound forward ranked fifth on the team with 90 hits last 
season and ranks second on the team in hits since 2018-19. 
Martinook was also named an alternate captain prior to the 
start of the 2019-20 season. The Brandon, Man., native has 
registered 51 points (20g, 31a) in 171 games with Carolina 
during the regular season and tallied 10 points (2g, 8a) in 29 
playoff games since 2018-19. Originally drafted by Arizona in 
the second round, 58th overall, of the 2012 NHL Draft, 
Martinook was acquired by the Hurricanes from the Coyotes 
on May 3, 2018, with a fourth-round pick in the 2018 NHL 
Draft (Luke Henman) in exchange for Marcus Kruger and a 
third-round pick in the 2018 NHL Draft (Ty Emberson).
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Hurricanes sign Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta to play in net 

The Carolina Hurricanes signed both of the goalies they 
needed early Wednesday, going to the free agent market to 
add Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes have found both of their goalies 
early on in the free agency period, as the Canes have signed 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta to play in net.  

Both goalies have signed a two-year deal with Carolina, with 
Andersen’s valued at $4.5 million AAV and Raanta’s coming 
in at $2 million AAV. Andersen’s deal was first reported by 
Pierre LeBrun of The Athletic, while Raanta’s deal was first 
reported by Kevin Weekes of ESPN and the NHL Network.  

Andersen will now play for the team that originally drafted 
him in the seventh round back in 2010. Andersen didn’t sign 
with the Canes then, instead starting his NHL career with the 
Anaheim Ducks after being selected by them in the third 
round in 2012. He played three seasons with the Ducks 
before spending the last five with Toronto.  

The Canes are taking a pretty big risk with Andersen, who 
has had a significant downturn in production over the past 
two seasons. Andersen started more than 60 games and 
won more than 30 in each of his first three seasons with the 
Maple Leafs, posting no worse than a 2.81 GAA or .917 save 
percentage in any of those years.  

But the last two years have been far less kind to Andersen, 
who has seen his numbers across the board go way down. 
In 2019-20, Andersen went 29-13-7 with a 2.85 GAA and 
.909 save percentage, both of which were career lows. In 
2021 Andersen struggled even more, mustering an abysmal 
2.96 GAA and .895 save percentage.  

His particularly bad 2021, where he fairly evenly split 
Toronto’s starts with Jack Campbell in the regular season, 
featured some of the worst numbers in the entire NHL. His 
goals saved above average of -9.21 was 84th of 92 goalies 
who played in a game, and his goals saved above expected 
(calculated xGA-GA) of -11.19 was 82nd. In 2019-20 he was 
at -1.75 GSAA and -10.27 GSAx.  

There’s certainly an upside to Andersen though, who was a 
very good goalie for the Ducks and during his first few years 
in Toronto. Just a few years ago in 2018-19, Andersen’s 
12.59 GSAA and 8.42 GSAx were both top 15 in the NHL.  

He was good for the Maple Leafs in the 2020 playoffs 
despite a first-round loss, starting all five games for the team 
and posting a GAA of just 1.84 and save percentage of .936. 
In 2021, he didn’t appear in a single playoff game as the 
Maple Leafs went with Campbell.  

Andersen presents a high risk for the Canes, but there’s also 
reason to believe there can be high reward if a change of 
scenery and teammates can help him recapture some of 
what he was able to do in years past.  

Raanta will join Andersen in the Canes’ tandem. The 32-year 
old Raanta has spent the last four seasons in Arizona after 
spending two years each with the Rangers and Blackhawks.  

Raanta battled injuries in 2021, playing in just 12 games 
while posting a .905 save percentage and 3.36 GAA. In his 
three full years with the Coyotes combined, Raanta went 41-
37-9 with a .924 save percentage and 2.47 GAA.  

Raanta had a spectacular 2017-18 season which featured a 
GSAA of 24.51 and a GSAx of 25.14, which were both top 
three in the entire NHL. He was quite good again in 2019-20, 
posting a GSAA of 11.39 and GSAx of 5.64.  

With Raanta, the Canes are getting an experienced 
netminder who has had some pretty great seasons. The risk 
comes with Raanta’s injuries, one of which kept him out of 
the last month of the 2021 season.  

Expect Andersen and Raanta, assuming health, to play in a 
pretty balanced tandem for the Hurricanes.  

Update: The Hurricanes have confirmed the Raanta signing. 
Here’s their release:  

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH RAANTA 

Goaltender has played 198 career NHL games 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has agreed to 
terms with goaltender Antti Raanta on a two-year contract. 
The deal will pay Raanta an average-annual value (AAV) of 
$2 million per season through 2022-23.  

“Antti is an established goaltender who has put up strong 
numbers in his career,” said Waddell. “We’re excited to add a 
veteran presence to our group.” 

Raanta, 32, earned a 5-5-2 record, 3.36 goals-against 
average and .905 save percentage in 12 appearances for the 
Arizona Coyotes last season. In four seasons with Arizona 
from 2017-21, he posted a 46-42-11 record, 2.57 goals-
against average, .921 save percentage and five shutouts. 
Raanta owns a career record of 93-65-20 with a 2.46 goals-
against average, .919 save percentage and 13 shutouts in 
198 career NHL games with the Coyotes, New York Rangers 
and Chicago Blackhawks. The 6’0”, 198-pound netminder 
ranks sixth in save percentage and ninth in goals-against 
average among active NHL goalies with at least 150 career 
starts. Raanta is a former teammate of Teuvo Teravainen 
(Chicago, 2013-15), Jesper Fast and Brady Skjei (New York, 
2015-17) and Jordan Martinook (Arizona, 2017-18). The 
Rauma, Finland, native represented his home country at the 
2013 IIHF World Championship, registering a 4-3-0 record, 
2.09 goals-against average and .928 save percentage in 
seven games at the tournament.
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Hurricanes sign Ian Cole, Josh Leivo 

The Canes have inked another forward and defenseman in 
free agency  

By Andrew Schnittker  

According to two reports, the Hurricanes have signed two 
more players in free agency, defenseman Ian Cole to a one-
year deal worth $2.9 million (reported by Pierre LeBrun) and 
forward Josh Leivo to a one-year deal worth $750,000 
(reported by Bruce Garrioch).  

Cole is now the Hurricanes’ sixth defenseman under contract 
for next season after the team traded for Ethan Bear earlier 
today. He’s played parts of 11 seasons with the Blues, 
Penguins, Blue Jackets, Avalanche and Wild, posting one 
goal and eight points in 52 games with Minnesota last year.  

He should add a steady defensive presence to the 
Hurricanes’ blue line. 

The signing of Cole, however, likely ends any remaining 
dream of bringing back Dougie Hamilton, who still remains 
unsigned but is expected to head to New Jersey.  

Leivo is a veteran of parts of eight seasons with the Maple 
Leafs, Canucks and Flames. He put up six goals and nine 
points in 38 games with Calgary last season, and could 
compete for a spot in the team’s bottom six following the 
reported departure of Brock McGinn, or could serve as the 
team’s 13th forward.  

These moves leave the Canes with about $15 million in cap 
space, still needing one or two more forwards and possibly a 
seventh defenseman, though likely $6-7 million of that will 
need to go to RFA forward Andrei Svechnikov.  

Update: The Hurricanes have made the Leivo signing official, 
here’s their release:  

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH LEIVO 

Veteran forward has 74 points in 207 career NHL games 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has agreed to 
terms with forward Josh Leivo on a one-year contract. The 
deal will pay Leivo $750,000 for the 2021-22 season. 

“Josh is an experienced two-way forward,” said Waddell. 
“We expect him to fit our playing system well.” 

Leivo, 28, completed his eighth NHL season in 2020-21, 
posting nine points (6g, 3a) in 38 games with the Calgary 
Flames. In 2019-20, the 6’2”, 192-pound forward tallied a 
career-high 19 points (7g, 12a) in 36 games with the 
Vancouver Canucks. Originally selected in the third round, 
86th overall, of the 2011 NHL Draft by the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, the Innisfil, Ont., native has recorded 74 points (37g, 
37a) in 207 career NHL games with Toronto, Vancouver and 
Calgary. 

Update: The Hurricanes have confirmed the Cole signing. 
Here’s their release: 

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH COLE 

Two-time Stanley Cup Champion has played 595 career 
NHL games 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has agreed to 
terms with defenseman Ian Cole on a one-year, $2.9 million 
contract. 

“Ian is a big, physical defenseman,” said Waddell. “We’re 
thrilled to add a veteran with his experience to our team.” 

Cole, 32, skated in two games with Colorado last season 
before being traded to Minnesota. He then recorded eight 
points (1g, 7a) in 52 games during the regular season and 
played seven playoff games with the Wild. The 6’1”, 225-
pound defenseman has registered 146 points (27g, 119a) in 
595 career NHL games with St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Columbus, 
Colorado and Minnesota since making his NHL debut with 
the Blues on Nov. 6, 2010. 

Cole has tallied 24 points (1g, 23a) in 96 career NHL playoff 
games, including 12 points (1g, 11a) in 49 games to help the 
Penguins win back-to-back Stanley Cups in 2016 and 2017. 
Prior to turning professional, Cole tallied 65 points (17g, 48a) 
in 111 NCAA games with Notre Dame. The Ann Arbor, Mich., 
native was selected by St. Louis in the first round, 18th 
overall, of the 2007 NHL Draft.
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Hurricanes’ signing of DeAngelo, reported interest in Virtanen demonstrates hypocrisy  

The Hurricanes’ front office has brought on the destruction of 
their painstakingly built goodwill. 

By Ryan Henkel, Andrew Schnittker, and Brian LeBlanc 

Update: Sara Civian has reported that the Hurricanes do not 
and never did have interest in Jake Virtanen. This contradicts 
a report from David Pagnotta, which Civian corroborated 
(below), yesterday that the Canes would be a team 
interested in him.  

For the past few years, the Carolina Hurricanes have been 
everyone’s second favorite team. A “Bunch of Jerks” who 
didn’t fit the traditional hockey mold. A group led by a future 
Hall-of-Famer known for his hard work and character. A team 
that embodied a city and the warm and inviting culture that 
had been built there. 

An organization with some of the best people working inside 
of it, working hard to make it special with its amazing 
community outreach, inclusivity initiatives and kickass social 
team that really kept the fans engaged. 

It’s a team that’s felt like a family, from the players on the ice, 
up into the stands and out to everywhere within the 
community. 

Simply put, it’s an organization that fans have been proud to 
claim as their own. 

However, the team has now signed the controversial 
blueliner, Tony DeAngelo, to a one-year contract. 

They are also rumored to have interest in Jake Virtanen, a 
report that first came from David Pagnotta and was 
corroborated by Sara Civian.  

The fact that even one of these two players is now with 
Carolina, is nothing short of blatant and disgraceful hypocrisy 
from the Hurricanes’ front office, and no one could blame 
those fans if they no longer wish to lay claim to it. 

DeAngelo was suspended in the OHL for violating the 
league’s harassment, abuse and diversity policy resulting 
from a slur directed at a teammate. 

DeAngelo was also twice suspended for abuse of an official, 
once in the OHL and once with the Arizona Coyotes. 

DeAngelo ultimately was waived and assigned to the taxi 
squad as the Rangers pursued a trade for what amounted to 
the entirety of the shortened 2021 season after he got into a 
physical altercation with goaltender Alexandar Georgiev. At-
the-time GM Jeff Gorton said he had played his last game as 
a Ranger. He was subsequently bought out by the team at 
the end of the season. 

As if that wasn’t enough, to even consider Virtanen while he 
is still the subject of an ongoing investigation into allegations 
of sexual misconduct — which he has denied — is disgusting 
nonetheless. It is blatantly disrespectful not just toward 
female Hurricanes fans or team employees, but toward any 
self-respecting person. 

“We’re trying to build a culture here. We want 20 guys here 
that get it and fit. If that guy doesn’t fit, we don’t want him.” 
Those were head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s words, spoken 

just a few months ago after he signed his contract extension 
with the Canes. 

So for the front office to have the audacity to bring in either a 
guy who’s insulted his own teammates or a player who is the 
subject of a sexual misconduct investigation – or, heaven 
forbid, both – into the fold is a slap in the face of every single 
fan that ever respected the Carolina Hurricanes. 

There are no signs of Brind’Amour’s vaunted “culture” 
present in the past history of either of those two players.  

The signing of DeAngelo embodies everything that the 
Carolina Hurricanes have seemingly stood against and 
treating them as simply cheap options to upgrade the team is 
indefensible. 

Neither player should be given a “second chance” as I don’t 
think either has done anything that shows that they are 
deserving of one. Both were bought out by their respective 
teams for a reason after all. 

Opportunity is earned, and especially the opportunity to earn 
millions of dollars playing in the NHL — hockey’s greatest 
league. 

This has nothing to do with politics or “cancel culture” either. 
This is simple cause and effect. 

Many had seen the Hurricanes’ words and donations 
throughout the years — whether it was to support women in 
sports, Pride, people of color, or any of their other great 
initiatives — as a sign that the organization was dedicated to 
being one of the pillars of change within hockey’s long 
tainted culture. 

But words mean little in the face of action, and right now, it’s 
clear that the words from the Hurricanes are ringing hollow. 

The team took a pledge with Black Girl Hockey to “Get 
Uncomfortable” by disrupting racism on and off the ice and 
make hockey welcoming. How is enabling a player who was 
suspended for hurling slurs at a teammate in line with that? 

The team has also been one of the more vocal NHL clubs 
when it comes to its support for LGBTQ+ communities with 
the Hockey is for Everyone initiative. 

Were those just more empty words? 

And how can they possibly say they support inclusivity for 
women when they showed interest in signing a player who’s 
facing sexual misconduct allegations?  

It’s not totally fair to say that the Carolina Hurricanes 
organization, as an entity, is entirely a hypocritical 
organization, because I truly believe that the people I’ve 
known and worked alongside within the team are good and 
honest people who do want to increase the diversity and 
outreach for the game and community. 

But it will be nearly impossible to continue to support this 
club when those who own and run it are willing to make a 
mockery of everything that the team has seemingly stood for. 

Sports as a whole are much more than just teams and 
players. The communities that they foster mean as much if 
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not more than the results on the field or court because no 
matter who you are or where you come from, you can find 
belonging in them. It’s how long-suffering franchises still 
maintain loyalty despite it all. 

It’s how the Canes made it through a decade with no playoffs 
and it’s part of the reason why people were so happy to see 
the team return to relevance.  

But you can’t simply make moves with only on-ice impacts in 
mind, and try to win at any cost. 

You want your team to win, but you want to be proud of them 
when they do it. 

It’s truly a shame that this will be a part of the team’s legacy, 
but they will deserve all the backlash that comes from it. 
Because you can’t expect fans to just get over it and love 

something, while actively enabling players who don’t love 
them back. 

The simple fact that the team showed any interest at all in 
signing DeAngelo and Virtanen highlights everything that’s 
still wrong with the game today.  

No matter what you do, so long as you are really good at 
skating and shooting a puck, it’s apparently OK. 

The sport is full of players who really do need a second 
chance. Plenty of players were glanced over for silly reasons 
such as size or a single poor showing during their only ever 
call-up to the big leagues.  

These two do not need one. And the Canes will only have 
themselves to blame for the wholesale destruction of all the 
goodwill they’ve painstakingly built up.

 

Hurricanes sign C.J. Smith 

The forward has played 14 career NHL games 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes added some organizational depth up front as 
the opening day of free agency continued, signing forward 
C.J. Smith to a one-year, two-way contract that will pay him 
$750,000 at the NHL level or $250,000 at the AHL level, with 
a $300,000 guarantee.  

Smith has played 14 career NHL games, all with the Buffalo 
Sabres, and will likely provide a veteran option for the 
Chicago Wolves.  

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH C.J. SMITH 

Forward has played 14 career NHL games 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 

forward C.J. Smith to a one-year, two-way contract. The deal 
will pay Smith $750,000 at the NHL level and $250,000 at 
the American Hockey League (AHL) level with a $300,000 
guarantee. 

“C.J. is a winger who has put up strong numbers at the AHL 
level,” said Waddell. “This signing adds depth to our forward 
group.” 

Smith, 26, has played 14 career NHL games with the Buffalo 
Sabres, posting three points (2g, 1a). The 5’11”, 183-pound 
forward has registered 13 points (4g, 9a) in 15 AHL games 
with Rochester in 2020-21 and has recorded 142 points 
(61g, 81a) in 184 career AHL games with the Americans. 
Prior to turning professional, Smith skated in 120 NCAA 
games with UMass-Lowell from 2014-17, earning 125 points 
(56g, 69a). The Des Moines, Iowa, native also tallied 45 
points (27g, 18a) in 59 USHL games with Muskegon and 
Chicago in 2013-14.
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He Said It: Waddell discusses DeAngelo signing, first day of free agency 

Carolina Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell spoke 
with members of the media via Zoom Wednesday to discuss 
the first day of free agency and the team’s controversial 
signing of defenseman Tony DeAngelo.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

NHL free agency kicked off Wednesday afternoon, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes were very active on the open market.  

The Canes added a pair of goalies in Antti Raanta and 
Frederik Andersen, forwards Josh Leivo and C.J. Smith and 
a pair of defensemen in Ian Cole and Tony DeAngelo.  

The latter comes with a wave of controversy, as DeAngelo 
has a long history of suspensions and problematic incidents. 
He was bought by the Rangers just this year after playing 
just six games following a postgame physical altercation with 
goaltender Alexandar Georgiev, and was also suspended in 
the OHL in 2014 for a slur directed at a teammate.  

Carolina general manager Don Waddell met with media via 
Zoom Wednesday afternoon to discuss the signing of 
DeAngelo, as well as the team’s other free agent moves.  

Here is everything Waddell had to say: 

On the decision to sign Tony DeAngelo and what went into 
that decision: We did our research into who this person is 
beyond the perception of him. There’s no doubt that he has 
made mistakes. We acknowledge that, and more importantly 
he recognizes that he has made mistakes and he knows he’s 
got to continue to work and grow as a person. We talked to 
his teammates, coaches, support staff. We have guys that 
played with him. Everybody that has worked with him, the 
message was that they support this player. We felt 
comfortable after doing all the research of bringing him here 
on a short-term deal, and we’ll continue to work with him.  

On if he ran into any red flags when talking to people about 
DeAngelo: Absolutely not, actually. We’ve talked to a lot of 
people involved. The thing about it is that Tony recognizes 
that he’s made mistakes. Every time he has made mistakes 
he has improved on it. It’s something that he’s fully aware of, 
we’re fully aware. That is why, again, we did a short-term 
contract with a very low number. We’ll get him here, get him 
in our environment and we believe it will all go well for us.  

On what DeAngelo has specifically done to improve himself 
as a person or make amends for the things that he has done: 
I don’t have all the particulars. We’ve read and researched 
everything. He’s recognized it. He’s lived up to his mistakes. 
He continues to try to be a better person. I know he’s worked 
with a group out of New York, working on himself. That’s all 
you can do. You believe in what people are telling you, and 
we’ve talked to Tony a numerous amount of times. We all got 
comfortable making this decision. 

On what group out of New York DeAngelo worked with: I’ll 
leave that to him. You’re going to talk to him later.  

On the goalie situation, signing Antti Raanta and on if the 
Canes have signed someone else: Antti Raanta, his track 
record, if you look at his numbers he’s been unbelievable. 
He’s run into some injuries the last couple of years. We went 

through the whole process, as we do with every player that 
we sign. We really feel that the right training, which he’s 
doing now, and working with our team here, that he can stay 
healthy. If you go back and look at him for the five or six 
years, his numbers are outstanding. We felt very comfortable 
with making that decision. And then I don’t know if we have 
announced it yet, but we have agreed to terms with Frederik 
Andersen. We think that combo of those two guys gives us 
the best opportunity to win hockey games and takes us to 
where we want to get to.  

On if Raanta and Andersen were always targets: We did. 
Our goaltending coaches along with our pro scouting, 
everybody that’s involved. When we make decisions here we 
are not on an island. Tom [Dundon] really believes in 
bringing in everybody that’s involved. So, we get everybody’s 
opinion. We may not always agree, but at the end of the day 
once we talk through it and we make a decision to go, 
everybody supports it. Certainly these guys have been on 
our list to go after. When the time game the decision was 
easy to go make deals.  

On what he would say to Canes fans who may want to 
cancel season tickets because of the DeAngelo signing: 
We’re an organization that’s been a very big part of this 
community. We’ve been here for 23 years and this 
community is our home. We want to make sure we do the 
right things in this community. As I said before, it’s something 
that we are fully aware of. Putting Tony into our locker room 
with our culture, with Rod [Brind’Amour] and talking to all the 
people he’s been involved with, we all got comfortable that 
he’s a different person. His reaction and his reflection is 
going to be what we are basing it on moving forward.  

On the Canes being active in the community and on what he 
would say to fans to convince them that he did his research 
and that DeAngelo deserves yet another chance: This is in 
the past. I know the past is never forgiven. But we are also in 
a spot where if we didn’t feel that he had made the progress, 
first of all recognizing the situations he has been in and trying 
to improve on them. Working with people to try and help him 
understand what his actions meant to people. If we weren’t 
comfortable with all those decisions and all those 
conversations then we wouldn’t be at this point. But we got to 
a point where we felt comfortable and obviously had a lot of 
talks with Tony himself about the past and the future. As an 
organization, we decided to move forward.  

On what makes him believe that DeAngelo will fit in with the 
Canes: We have a few players that have played with him, 
most recently in New York. We’ve talked to some other 
players that have played with him not with our organization. 
From a teammate standpoint, he gets very high marks being 
a team guy in the locker room. He’s very well liked in the 
locker room. Again, we think that with the type of locker room 
that we have and the type of leaders we have that this is one 
we really felt good about taking a run at. 

On how much more activity in free agency may be ahead for 
the Canes and if that activity will be specifically at forward: 
Certainly we do feel like we might be short a forward or two. 
But not everything happens in day one. There’s been a lot of 
contracts that have been done today, but as is the case 
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every year there’s a lot of players out there. The other thing 
is we’ve got some guys that we really feel good about 
moving forward with and giving them a chance. We signed 
Jack Drury. He had a tremendous year last year over in 
Sweden. Maybe this is a year where we have an opportunity 
for a couple of our young guys to make our hockey club. Just 
because today is the first day of free agency doesn’t mean 
today is the last day of free agency. The other thing is that 
there’s a lot of trade talk that is starting to heat up, too. 
There’s a lot of teams that are in a cap situation. We 
obviously have cap now to work with. We’ll continue to work 
to make our roster the best we can between now and 
opening night.  

On how much input Brind’Amour had in the decision to sign 
DeAngelo: Rod spoke to him multiple times. Rod’s got to 
coach the hockey team, so Rod was on board. As we all 
were. First of all, there’s no decision that is made on players 
without Rod being involved. Rod is a very smart hockey guy 
along with being a great coach. We’re not going to be signing 
players without Rod’s input on it. Again, this was a group 
decision from top to bottom. We’re going to continue to move 
forward.  

On the timeline of talks with Dougie Hamilton and on when it 
looked like he wasn’t going to re-sign with the Canes: As I 
said during the year, we had lots of talks with his 
representation and just couldn’t get to where they felt they 
needed to be and where we were. In a salary cap world, you 
want to make sure that you spend your money wisely. 
Dougie was a big part of our hockey team here. We got 
[Andrei] Svechnikov coming up on his contract. We’ve got 
Martin Necas next year. We want to be a good team for a 
long time, and we made our offer. It was an eight-year offer 
that was right where we thought the market would be for us 
and for him. He earned the right to be a free agent. These 
guys play and get this opportunity to be a UFA. He wanted to 
see what the market was and obviously he’s going to get his 
contract here very soon.  

On the risk of bringing DeAngelo in after the work the 
organization has done to build an inclusive environment: 
We’re trying to continue our growth as a hockey club. We’re 
not taking that risk without knowing what’s involved. I can tell 
you again, this decision wasn’t made in a vacuum. It wasn’t 
made in a short period of time. It was made over a long 
period of time. Sometimes you look at situations and you find 
that people learn from their mistakes and get better. Yes, 

there’s a risk when you sign any player, and I know there 
was a higher risk here. The value of this player is a lot more 
than $1 million. We all know that. He can be a top player. 
The value is in the millions. But we weren’t going to take that. 
But he’s taken a low contract to prove himself, also. When 
you put it all together this decision was made and we really 
feel like moving forward that the proof is in the pudding, of 
course, but we believe that it’s going to work out.  

On if there was anything specific that DeAngelo did or said 
that made him realize he had changed as a person: I didn’t 
know Tony in the previous days, a longer time. You can just 
tell that he’s realized and recognized that he’s made 
mistakes. You hear from people. He knows where he’s at in 
his life and what has happened to him. He’s genuine. Rod 
and I both didn’t think there was any pretense of what he 
was trying to tell us, that it wasn’t made up. He was serious 
about knowing what his actions have been and how he’s 
going to live his life going forward.  

On if they’ve spoken to DeAngelo about social media and 
podcasts: We’ve talked about social media, but I think it’s 
been six to eight months now that he’s been pretty much off 
social media, for the most part. We’re not going to tell our 
players what they can and can’t do. He knows what he can 
and can’t do. If he doesn’t realize that now, we’ll be dealing 
with it. But I don’t see that being an issue. Directly, I can’t 
say we told him to stay off of it, that’s for sure. We’ll continue 
to talk with him as we move forward.  

On DeAngelo’s last incident occurring six months ago and if 
this was strictly a business move: No, because I think that 
would be looking at it through a pretty narrow eyeglass. Did 
we think there were going to be some people not happy 
about this? 100 percent. Did we make sure that we checked 
all our boxes from an organizational standpoint that we felt 
comfortable moving forward? 100 percent. Time will tell, but 
we really feel that this is headed in a good direction.  

On the Hurricanes acquiring Ethan Bear, who’s been vocal 
about Hockey is For Everyone, and if there’s a concern 
about him and DeAngelo having opposite views: The views 
from being the opposite end, we’re hoping that’s behind us 
from Tony’s standpoint. We certainly believe that they are. 
We’re excited about adding Ethan Bear to our hockey club. 
We’re obviously a little short on the right side. He’s a young 
defenseman.
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You heard right, Bobby Orr drafted by NHL's Carolina Hurricanes  

By John Meagher   

He is not your grandfather’s Bobby Orr, but the 2.0 version of 
Bobby Orr is now a step closer to pursuing his own dream of 
playing in the National Hockey League. 

Given the legendary Orr name, it came as no surprise 
Sunday when much was made, by hockey pundits and fans 
alike, of Robert “Bobby” Orr’s selection by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the fifth round (136th overall) of the 2021 NHL 
Entry Draft. 

This 17-year-old Bobby Orr hails from Beaconsfield, Que., 
not Parry Sound. Ont. 

His father, John Orr, says he is a distant relation to the 
former Bruins superstar, but noted his son was named after 
his father Robert, not Boston’s famous No. 4. 

Although the family tree has yet to be fleshed out, John Orr, 
part-owner of the Ye Old Orchard Pub chain in Montreal, is 
aware he bears an uncanny resemblance to the Bruins 
defenceman. His sandy blonde hair and facial features could 
likely get him past security at Fenway Park if he walked in 
next to Phil Esposito. 

“People tell me I look more like his son (Darren),” John Orr 
said with a laugh, adding he never meant to place an undue 
burden of expectation on his son by naming him after a 
Canadian icon. 

For Americans, the equivalent might be naming your son 
Mickey Mantle, then handing him a baseball bat tarred with 
expectation and pushing him onto a Little League diamond. 

Young Bobby Orr, still a teenager, has carried the mantle of 
name recognition without any trace of resentment. In fact, 
he’s enjoyed the notoriety and even wore Orr’s famous 
number 4 jersey as a youth player in the West Island. 

“I love having my name,” he said. “It’s obviously one of the 
most famous names in hockey. Growing up it was something 
special, but obviously it wasn’t as big a deal as it is now.” 

“When I got traded from the Saint John Sea Dogs to the 
Halifax Mooseheads last year, my name started to go viral. 
From there, I’ve just kind of gotten used to it now. It is what it 
is.” 

Orr is now carving out his own reputation as a strong two-
way forward in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. In 
his rookie season with the  Mooseheads, he tallied 15 goals 
and 17 assists in a pandemic shortened season of 41 
games. His 32 points led all QMHJL rookies and lifted his 
draft value. NHL’s Central Scouting ranked him 76th among 
North American skaters. 

In the draft’s fifth round, just three picks after the Columbus 
Blue Jackets reached out for Kirkland’s James Malatesta, a 
member of Patrick’s Roy’s Quebec Remparts, Orr’s moment 
of validation came when he heard his name called by the 
Canes. Orr and Malatesta were once midget AAA 
teammates with the local Lac St. Louis Lions. 

For this year’s “virtual” pandemic NHL draft, Bobby was 
ensconced at home, surrounded by family, including his 
grandparents, some friends and former coach Kirk Mullin. 

“It was a very emotional moment when I heard my name 
called,” Orr said. “I was so proud and honoured, but it hasn’t 
really sunk in yet. Every day it sinks in more and more.” 

More than two dozen NHL teams interviewed Orr, including 
the Bruins and Montreal Canadiens. 

Considering the splash his name often makes on social 
media, Orr can only surmise on the tidal wave of reaction 
that would have ensued if the Bruins had drafted him. 

“Because of the name, it probably would have been a lot of 
pressure on me,” he said.  “But if I had been drafted 
anywhere in the NHL, I would have been so proud and 
honoured.”
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article253083688.html#storylink=mainstage_card 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253081383.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253083558.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253094058.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253100798.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/2737612/2021/07/28/ethan-bear-on-being-traded-his-time-with-the-oilers-and-looking-forward-to-opportunity-in-carolina-qa/ 
https://theathletic.com/2736678/2021/07/29/the-hurricanes-signing-of-tony-deangelo-was-a-choice-and-one-that-could-change-the-perception-of-

the-team/ 
https://theathletic.com/2737334/2021/07/28/ranking-the-winners-and-losers-after-day-1-of-nhl-free-agency/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/07/hurricanes-sign-rangers-castoff-tony-deangelo-to-1-year-deal/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/07/hurricanes-revamp-roster-on-busy-1st-day-of-free-agency/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-free-agency-first-day-takeaways-analysis/c-325862078 
https://www.nhl.com/news/frederik-andersen-signing-update-news-status/c-325805964 

https://www.nhl.com/news/tony-deangelo-agrees-to-1-year-deal-with-carolina/c-325845908 
https://www.nhl.com/news/ethan-bear-traded-to-carolina-by-edmonton-for-warren-foegele/c-325836854 

https://apnews.com/article/sports-nhl-canada-hockey-edmonton-oilers-a2c6d28772c279160473f50b5bfb1f6f 
https://apnews.com/article/sports-nhl-hockey-canada-washington-capitals-e7481c3c5d5df8560d37c1fa74fd323e 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/sabres-sign-goaltender-aaron-dell-one-year-contract/ 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-re-sign-jordan-martinook-three-year-5-4m-deal/ 
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Tony DeAngelo says he’s a changed man. Canes are giving him a 
chance to prove it 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER JULY 28, 2021 08:49 PM 

 

Tony DeAngelo promises to be a good guy, a good player, a good 
teammate. 

He says he has made mistakes, regrets them and has learned from 
them. All he wants, he says, is a chance to prove it. Another chance. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are giving him that chance. They signed the 
former New York Rangers defenseman to a one-year, $1 million free-
agent contract Wednesday despite his troubled past, despite a fierce 
backlash from angry Canes fans and skepticism in some NHL circles. 

Don Waddell, the Canes’ president and general manager, patiently 
withstood the media firestorm Wednesday afternoon that he knew would 
come after the signing. DeAngelo’s past includes suspensions for 
abusing officials and using a slur against a teammate in junior hockey. 
He had an “altercation” — his word — with a Rangers teammate last 
season. 

Many Canes fans were upset by the decision to sign him. Several voiced 
their opinions on DeAngelo, using social media as a personal 
megaphone, calling up Canes ticket representatives and demanding 
answers. 

“We did our research on who this person is beyond the perception of 
him,” Waddell said on the media call. “There’s no doubt he has made 
mistakes. We acknowledge that and more importantly he recognizes that 
he’s made mistakes, and he knows he’s got to continue to work and grow 
as a person. We talked to his teammates, coaches, support staff. We 
have guys who played with him. And everybody who has worked with 
him, the common thread, the message, was that they support this player. 
... 

“Did we know there was going to be some people not happy about this? 
A hundred percent. Did we make sure we checked all our boxes from an 
organizational standpoint and that we felt comfortable moving forward? A 
hundred percent. Again, time will tell but we really feel this is headed in a 
good direction.” 

DeAngelo, who also was on the media call, noted that he talked with 
team owner Tom Dundon. He spoke with Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
several times. He talked with Canes forward Jesper Fast and 
defenseman Brady Skjei, who once were his teammates on the Rangers. 

What convinced the Hurricanes to give him a chance? 

“I think as you get older and more mature, I mean a lot of the stuff that 
has happened in my career stemmed from emotions from being 
competitive,” DeAngelo said. “There never been any off-ice problems or 
things like that. It just comes from having a high level of compete for the 
game and passion for the game. 

“I made some mistakes along the way and things I regretted that I’ve 
tried to improve on. And now I just have to prove it to the Hurricanes. ... I 
told them I would not let them down and I’m a man of my word.” 

There have been some off-ice issues for DeAngelo. His use of social 
media has created problems, as he used his Twitter account to support 
former president Donald Trump, criticize the 2020 elections or question 
the legitimacy of the threat of COVID-19. 

Waddell said DeAngelo had been off social media for six to eight months 
and did not see it being an issue, although he said the Canes would not 
place restrictions on DeAngelo’s social media use. 

“He knows what he can and cannot do,” Waddell said. 

More troubling for DeAngelo was his suspension in the Ontario Hockey 
League as a junior for violating a league rule on abusive language or 
slurs. He said he was twice suspended for “yelling at a ref” and once for 
a slur that he said regretted, saying he apologized to the teammate and 
that they “still are friends today.” 

The Canes, despite making an eight-year contract offer, lost defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton to the New Jersey Devils as NHL free agency began 
Wednesday. They traded for defenseman Ethan Bear and signed old-pro 
D-man Ian Cole. 

DeAngelo, 25, said he spoke with various teams and at times the 
conversations ended because of the possible backlash some owners and 
general manager did not want to face. 

But the Canes talked with him, he said. They did their research. He 
talked with Dundon on Tuesday, again stating his case. 

“I told him I was looking for a chance to come in and prove myself and he 
was willing to give me that chance and I’m very, very appreciative and 
grateful to him,” DeAngelo said. “I told him on the phone just last night 
‘I’m not going to let you down.’” 

And Canes fans? They’ll need to be convinced, too. 

“I think the fans are going to appreciate my play,” said DeAngelo, a New 
Jersey native who is listed at 5-foot-11 and 180 pounds. “I play hard, I 
make plays, I’ll stick up for my teammates. 

“I think there’s a perception of myself and I think there’s a reality as well. 
It gets lost a little bit from what you read on social media and stuff. I think 
once the fans get to see me play and see me around the community, I 
think they’re going to take a liking to me and I hope they do. That’s my 
plan.” 

DeAngelo recognizes there are Canes fans who are mad, who are 
threatening to stay away from games because of the signing. 

“I would hope they don’t cancel their season tickets,” he said. “There are 
a lot of great players on the team, it’s a great organization. 

“Stick with us, give me a shot and I’m going to make the best for you 
guys.” 
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Understanding the Hurricanes’ moves in NHL free agency and why they 
made them 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

While the waiting continued Wednesday on free agent defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton, the Carolina Hurricanes were busy reshaping their 
lineup. 

The Hurricanes, on the first day of NHL free agency, signed goalies 
Frederik Andersen and Antii Raanta. They traded forward Warren 
Foegele to the Edmonton Oilers for defenseman Ethan Bear while also 
signing veteran defenseman Ian Cole and forward Josh Leivo. 

Hamilton, an unrestricted free agent, finally signed with the New Jersey 
Devils for seven years with an annual salary-cap hit of $9 million. By 
then, more than five hours into free agency, the Canes’ acquisition of 
Bear and Cole, then the signing of defenseman Tony DeAngelo, were 
indications the Hurricanes were putting defensive replacements in place. 

The Canes were left without a signed NHL goalie after trading Alex 
Nedeljkovic, a restricted free agent, to the Detroit Red Wings last week 
for the rights to UFA goalie Jonathan Bernier. Petr Mrazek and James 
Reimer both were UFAs looking elsewhere. 

Mrazek signed Wednesday with the Toronto Maple Leafs as the Leafs 
and Canes, in essence, swapped free-agent goalies — Andersen for 
Mrazek. Reimer later signed with the San Jose Sharks. 

Andersen, 31, signed a two-year contract with the Canes that will pay 
$4.5 million a year. Raanta, 32, agreed to a two-year deal for $2 million a 
year. 

“Antii Raanta, with his track record, if you look at his numbers are 
unbelievable,” Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said 
on a media call. “He’s run into some injuries the last few years. We really 
feel with the right training, which he’s doing now, and working with our 
team here, that staying healthy, if you look at the last five or six years his 
numbers are outstanding. 

“We think that combo with those two guys gives us the best opportunity 
to win hockey games and take us where we want to get to. 

Staying with the Canes was UFA forward Jordan Martinook, an alternate 
captain who agreed to a three-year deal. Leaving was UFA forward 
Brock McGinn, a popular player with Canes fans and coach Rod 
Brind’Amour who took a four-year offer from the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“Jordan has played a tremendous part in helping to change the culture of 
our organization over the past three years,” Waddell said. “He’s an asset 
to our team and our community, and we’re a tougher team to play against 
with him on the ice.” 

Waddell expects Leivo, 28, to be a capable replacement for McGinn, 
saying, “Josh is an experienced two-way forward. We expect him to fit 
our playing system well.” 

The Canes had been in negotiations with Hamilton and his agent, J.P. 
Barry, since the season ended with the playoff loss to Tampa Bay, but 
were unable to reach a suitable agreement. Hamilton’s value on the free-
agent market was higher than the Canes were offering. 

Bear, 24, will give the Canes a young defenseman and Cole, who will be 
with his fifth NHL team, the needed experience to help offset Hamilton’s 
loss. Cole, who has won two Stanley Cups, signed a one-year deal for 
$2.9 million, the team said. 

“Ethan is a young, right-shot defenseman with offensive upside,” Waddell 
said in a statement. “We’re excited to add him to our team as he 
continues to grow as an NHL player.” 

DeAngelo, whose signing was upsetting to many Canes fans, has some 
offensive upside to his game that he showed at times with the New York 
Rangers. That was before his behavioral problems caused him to be put 
on unconditional waivers and then his contract bought out by New York. 

Mrazek, after three seasons with the Canes, accepted a three-year offer 
from the Toronto Maple Leafs that will pay him a reported $3.8 million a 
season. Reimer signed a two-year deal with San Jose for $2.25 million a 
year. 

The Canes drafted Andersen, 31, in the seventh round of the 2010 NHL 
Entry Draft but could not sign the Denmark native. While he has a lot of 
NHL experience — 393 regular-season games, 53 playoff games in eight 
seasons — Andersen was sidelined by a knee injury part of this past 
season as Jack Campbell took over as the Leafs’ No. 1 guy in net. 

Andersen finished the 2020-21 season with a 13-8-3 record, 2.96 goals-
against average and an .895 save percentage. He did not appear in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs for the first time in his career. 

Andersen’s overall record in eight NHL seasons is 226-100-48, with a 
2.65 GAA and .915 save percentage. He won a career-high 38 games for 
the Maple Leafs in 2017-18. 

Raanta, 32, has a 93-65-20 record in eight seasons, the last four with the 
Arizona Coyotes. Raanta, who has had injury problems, is coming off an 
uneven season in which he started just 11 games and was 5-5-2 with a 
3.36 GAA and .905 save percentage. 

Andersen was something of a surprise draft pick by the Canes in 2010, 
taken No. 187 overall. It was noted at the time that he was in net when 
Denmark beat Finland in the 2010 IIHF World Championship and was a 
big backstop at 6-4 and 220 pounds. He was later selected in the third 
round of the 2012 NHL Entry Draft by the Anaheim Ducks at 87th overall. 

After parts of three seasons with the Ducks — Anaheim reached the 
2015 Western Conference finals in the Stanley Cup playoffs — he was 
traded to the Maple Leafs in June 2016 and soon signed a five-year, $25 
million extension. 

Andersen has a playoff record of 27-23 record, 2.55 GAA and .916 save 
percentage. He won 11 playoff games with the Ducks in 2015. 
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Best and worst moves made by the Hurricanes to open NHL free agency 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes remained active Wednesday on the start of NHL 
free agency, making several moves as they readjusted their roster. Some 
were better than others: 

THE BEST MOVE: JORDAN MARTINOOK 

The news of Martinook’s re-signing hardly registered Wednesday amid 
all the talk about Dougie Hamilton and the other free agents in play. But 
the Canes put an “A” on Martinook for a reason, for his leadership as an 
alternate captain, his positive attitude and his work ethic. They re-signed 
him to a three-year deal for a reason. 

Martinook has fought through injuries, often playing while hurting. He 
helped mentor Andrei Svechnikov as a rookie and has been something of 
a personal cheerleader (“Mistah Svech-ni-kov”) for the Russian forward. 
He also might be the right man to say what needs to be said, if and when 
it needs to be said, to some of the Canes newcomers. 

THE WORST MOVE: TONY DEANGELO 
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This was a free-agent signing the Canes could have done without 
Wednesday, giving the term “no-brainer” another kind of definition. Yes, 
the prospect of losing defenseman Dougie Hamilton was daunting and 
the void is a big one. But DeAngelo? With all his personal baggage? 

DeAngelo has been a problem player at every level, abusing officials and 
teammates. While he might be able to produce enough offense to make it 
a sensible signing numbers-wise, and while Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour might be able to keep him in check, and while he likely will 
be a zero-tolerance kind of player in the room and on the ice, DeAngelo 
was a gamble the Canes didn’t need to take. Just ask their fans. 
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Hurricanes signing Tony DeAngelo shows they really do want to be a 
‘Bunch of Jerks’ 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

These are your Carolina Hurricanes. Get used to it. 

Six days after popular and affable goalie Alex Nedeljkovic was shipped 
out to the Detroit Red Wings, the Hurricanes on Wednesday (partially) 
replaced Dougie Hamilton with perhaps the least likeable player in the 
entire league. 

Even as the Hurricanes underwent what appears to be a complete 
makeover in goal, adding Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, among 
other unconfirmed moves, it was hard to get past the free-agent signing 
of recidivist power-play specialist Tony DeAngelo, who at 25 will be 
joining his fourth NHL franchise, having burned many bridges behind 
him. 

By a rough count, this is at least his fifth chance, the kind of repeated 
indulgence only raw talent can buy you. He’s signing a one-year deal for 
$1 million, the kind of contract you sign when you have nowhere else to 
go. 

The Hurricanes deliberately chose to bring into their fold a player who 
was suspended in junior hockey for violating the Ontario Hockey 
League’s harassment, abuse and diversity policy against his own 
teammate. A player with a history of abusing officials. A player who the 
New York Rangers told to go pound sand in the middle of last season 
after reportedly instigating a fight with a teammate. A player whose 
behavior has remained consistent for more than seven years. 

This isn’t even about DeAngelo’s politics, as much as he has indulged 
those whims on social media. A healthy locker room can absorb just 
about any amount of factional friction, even a player who defended 
himself to the New York Post by saying “I’m not a racist, I’m not an 
extremist and I’m not an insurrectionist.” 

(There’s an Internet meme for that: My “I’m not racist, I’m not an 
extremist and I’m not an insurrectionist” T-shirt has people asking a lot of 
questions already answered by my shirt.) 

It’s part of a very disturbing trend. The DeAngelo signing comes on the 
heels of the Hurricanes’ flirtation with Slava Voynov last spring, the 
defenseman banned from the NHL after he was charged with beating his 
wife. It comes amid their rumored interest in forward Jake Virtanen, 
bought out by the Vancouver Canucks after he was accused of sexual 
assault. 

The Hurricanes are making it clear there’s no column for character on 
Tom Dundon’s spreadsheet. “Bunch of Jerks” went from a clever 
marketing tagline to a cynical roster strategy. 

They will spin the DeAngelo signing until everyone’s dizzy. He’s a 
talented player who deserves a second — or fifth — chance. Rod 
Brind’Amour will set him straight. At the price, he’s a bargain who will 
help fill the void Hamilton leaves and allow the team to use its cap space 
more effectively and make the Hurricanes a better team. Some of that 
may even be true. 

Either way, it’s a serious grass-is-always-greener moment. After more 
than a decade when the Hurricanes wouldn’t pay any cost at all to be 
competitive, they now have an owner who’s willing to do just about 
anything to win. Even sign a polarizing player no one else would touch 
when he went through waivers twice last season. 

Of all the changes — Hamilton is apparently gone, Nedeljkovic and Petr 
Mrazek out, Andersen and Raanta in, Warren Foegele dealt for 
defenseman Ethan Bear — the DeAngelo signing is by far the hardest to 
swallow. 

The Nedeljkovic trade, while unpopular, was certainly defensible. Fans 
and front offices don’t always agree on what should be done, and most of 
the time they probably shouldn’t. The right move isn’t always the popular 
one. Whether cutting bait on Nedeljkovic was prescient or premature is 
open for debate, but whether fans liked it should not be one of the 
criteria. 

The Hurricanes probably needed a shake-up in net, and now they’re 
going to get one. Andersen and Raanta are, at worst, competent NHL 
goalies with considerable upside. It was time for a change. 

Same for the departure of the unquestionably talented and influential 
Hamilton, who will absolutely be missed: He didn’t cost himself any 
money with his playoff performance, but he cost himself a chance to play 
for a contender, whether that was here or somewhere else. 

As for the rest of it? Foegele just didn’t produce enough, especially in the 
last two postseasons, and Bear is a useful piece on defense. So is 
reliable veteran Ian Cole on a one-year deal. Re-signing Jordan 
Martinook helps solidify the culture in the dressing room, and when 
healthy, he can be a wrecking ball. The Hurricanes swapped Brock 
McGinn for Josh Leivo -- more production, better analytics, although 
McGinn certainly created the chances to score more -- for $2 million less. 

DeAngelo is different. 

The Hurricanes are bringing in a player whose past actions are 
reprehensible, someone who even in the most neutral light doesn’t 
represent what Hurricanes fans believe (or believed) their team to be. 
The bond between fan and team is always emotional, but at its core 
there’s a belief — delusional though it may be — that everyone’s pulling 
on the same rope. 

With their social-media presence and Storm Surge and willingness to 
make a self-referential joke out of just about anything, the Hurricanes 
have played into the belief among fans that they’re not merely a hockey 
team but the gravitational center of an entire community. Winning, while 
essential, is part of a larger, holistic environment. 

The appalling cynicism of the DeAngelo signing puts the lie to all of that, 
casts a shadow over all of the great and commendable things the 
Hurricanes do for their fans and for the community. 

To borrow from (the other) Hamilton, if you stand for nothing, what’ll you 
fall for? 
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Carolina Hurricanes free agency tracker: Every player the Canes add or 
lose 
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BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

NHL free agency began Wednesday and the Carolina Hurricanes have 
been active. 

Before the noon window opened, the Canes made a trade, sending 
forward Warren Foegele to the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for 
defenseman Ethan Bear. Foegele was a restricted free agent. 

No moves with veteran defenseman Dougie Hamilton have been made 
official yet, but the Canes did make some key changes in net. We’re 
tracking every move the Canes make throughout free agency here. 

PLAYERS THE HURRICANES ADDED IN FREE AGENCY 

▪ Tony DeAngelo, D. It’s official. Tony DeAngelo, who had a bad breakup 
with the New York Rangers, is signing with the Hurricanes. It’s a one-
year deal worth $1 million. 

▪ Frederik Andersen, G. Essentially a goalie swap for the Canes and 
Leafs, minus the trade element. Carolina is expected to sign Andersen 
for two years and $4.5 million. 

▪ Antti Raanta, G. Signed a two-year deal with an average annual value 
of $2 million. 

▪ Ian Cole, D. One-year deal worth $2.9 million. Spent last season with 
the Avalanche and Minnesota Wild. 

▪ Josh Leivo, F. One-year deal worth $750,000. He most recently played 
for Calgary. 

PLAYERS THE HURRICANES LOST IN FREE AGENCY 

▪ Petr Mrazek, G. The Hurricanes goalie will reportedly sign a three-year 
deal with the Toronto Maple Leafs worth $3.8 million. 

▪ Cedric Paquette, F. Signed a one-year deal for $950,000 with the 
Montreal Canadiens. 

▪ Brock McGinn, F. He’ll be going to Pittsburgh on a four-year deal worth 
$2.75 million. 

CANES FREE AGENTS WHO WERE RE-SIGNED 

▪ Jordan Martinook, F. Deal is reportedly for three years and $1.8 million. 

CANES FREE AGENTS 

Unrestricted 

▪ D Dougie Hamilton 

▪ G Petr Mrazek 

▪ G James Reimer 

▪ F Brock McGinn 

▪ F Jordan Martinook 

▪ F Cedric Paquette 

Restricted 

▪ F Andrei Svechnikov 

▪ D Max Lajoie 

▪ G Dylan Wells 

▪ F Warren Foegele 

▪ F Yegor Korshkov 
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Hurricanes sign controversial defenseman Tony DeAngelo to free-agent 
deal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes took a gamble Wednesday as NHL free agency 
began. 

The Canes signed defenseman Tony DeAngelo to a one-year, $1 million 
contract. DeAngelo’s signing gave the Canes a right-shot D-man with 
solid offensive skills — in theory, to help offset the loss of defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton, if he left the Canes in free agency — but also would 
come with a price. 

DeAngelo’s personal background, on and off the ice, is problematic. The 
former New York Rangers defenseman, 25, was suspended in his junior 
hockey days in the Ontario Hockey League for abusive behavior. He has 
abused officials, in the OHL and NHL. He was put on unconditional 
waivers this past season by the Rangers after an incident involving a 
teammate and had his contract bought out, making him a free agent. 

“Tony is a smooth-skating, puck-moving defenseman,” Canes president 
and general manager Don Waddell said in a statement Wednesday. 
“We’ve done a lot of background work on this player and we are 
confident that he can be a positive addition to our group.” 

DeAngelo’s social media use has created negative attention. A supporter 
of former President Donald Trump, DeAngelo has tweeted about the 
2020 presidential election being rigged. He also questioned the severity 
of the coronavirus pandemic on Twitter. 

DeAngelo, 25, deactivated his Twitter account after Trump was banned 
from the platforming following the storming of the U.S. Capitol in January. 
DeAngelo then said he would join Parler, another social media platform 
favored by Trump supporters and some ultra-conservatives. 

The news about DeAngelo, first reported on Twitter by Frank Seravalli, 
created a big stir Tuesday among a number of Canes fans, who took to 
Twitter and other social media avenues to voice their disapproval and 
continued it Wednesday. 

Some noted that the Canes have cited the building of a “culture” of 
winning and the desire to bring in the right kind of player. 

“If a guy doesn’t fit we don’t want him,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the 2020-21 season. 

Hurricanes signing Tony DeAngelo shows they really do want to be a 
‘Bunch of Jerks’ 

Slava Voynov, for example. 

Another right-shot defenseman, Voynov won two Stanley Cups with the 
Los Angeles Kings when former Canes captain Justin Williams was a 
teammate. As the Canes approached the NHL trade deadline this past 
May, his name was mentioned. 

Voynov has not played in the NHL since being suspended by the league 
in October 2014 following an arrest for domestic violence charges 
involving his wife. The Russian later pleaded no contest to a charge and 
was sentenced to 90 days in jail and three years probation, leaving in 
2015 to play in Russia’s KHL. 

Waddell said in March that Voynov was discussed by the Canes and 
Williams, an advisor to Waddell, weighed in during the discussion. 

“We passed on it,” Waddell told the News & Observer. 

DeAngelo was a first-round draft pick — No. 19 overall — by the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in 2014. He was traded to the Arizona Coyotes, then to the 
Rangers in 2017. 
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DeAngelo led Rangers defensemen with 53 points in 68 games in 2019-
20, a season disrupted by the pandemic. For DeAngelo and the Rangers, 
their last game in 2019-20 had a nightmarish end — one that most 
Canes fans fondly remember. 

The Canes swept the Rangers in the best-of-five postseason qualifier in 
the Toronto bubble in August 2020. In the third game, Canes center 
Sebastian Aho undressed DeAngelo with a quick move to the net with 
the puck, leaving the D-man standing frozen like an ice sculpture and 
scoring on a wicked backhander. 

The Aho highlight quickly went viral. The Rangers went home. 

DeAngelo signed a two-year, $9.6-million contract with the Rangers in 
October 2020 as a restricted free agent. His 2020-21 season ended after 
the Jan. 30 dust-up with a teammate. He played just six games. 

In junior hockey with the Sarnia Sting of the AHL, DeAngelo was 
suspended for abuse of officials and for violations of the league’s policy 
on preventing “homophobic, racist and sexist language.” 

DeAngelo, while draft-eligible in February 2014, was suspended by the 
OHL for what the league announced was a “most inappropriate 
statement” to a teammate. 

CANES MOVES IN FREE AGENCY 

▪ Trade: Forward Warren Foegele was sent to the Edmonton Oilers in 
exchange for defenseman Ethan Bear. Foegle was a restricted free 
agent. 

▪ Add: Frederik Andersen, G. Essentially a goalie swap for the Canes and 
Leafs, minus the trade element. Carolina is expected to sign Andersen 
for two years at $4.5 million per. 

▪ Add: Antti Raanta, G. Signed a two-year deal with an average annual 
value of $2 million. He spent the last four seasons in Arizona. 

▪ Add: Ian Cole, D. One-year deal worth $2.9 million. Spent last season 
with the Avalanche and Minnesota Wild. 

▪ Add: Josh Leivo, F. One-year deal worth $750,000. He most recently 
played for Calgary. 

▪ Lost: Brock McGinn, F. He’ll be going to Pittsburgh on a four-year deal 
at $2.75 million. 

▪ Lost: Petr Mrazek, G. The Hurricanes goalie will reportedly sign a three-
year deal with the Toronto Maple Leafs at $3.8 million. 

▪ Lost: Cedric Paquette, F. Signed a one-year deal for $950,000 with the 
Montreal Canadiens. 

▪ Re-sign: Jordan Martinook, F. Deal is reportedly for three years at $1.8 
million. 
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The Hurricanes’ signing of Tony DeAngelo was a choice — and one that 
could change the perception of the team 

 

By Sara Civian Jul 29, 2021  

 

It’s part of the sell of small-market teams: That they’re different. Maybe 
even better. That they care more about the community and their fans 
than big-market teams do. 

This has been a part of the Hurricanes brand as long as I’ve been around 
the team. Maybe they weren’t ever going to draw the biggest free agents, 
and maybe they wouldn’t pay all of their employees market value, and 

maybe people would call them “cheap” — and maybe often they even 
would be. 

But the tradeoff, as one former Hurricanes employee told me years ago 
while still with the team, was “knowing you were a part of something you 
helped build and that you believe in.” 

And don’t get me wrong: There are so many good people who work for 
the Hurricanes right now and who believe in what the team is building 
and selling. 

Those people had nothing to do with the team’s signing of Tony 
DeAngelo to a one-year, $1 million contract Wednesday. In fact, these 
lower-level employees’ lives and the brand they have built are about to 
become significantly harder because of this. 

Everything will, including press conferences. 

The Hurricanes on Wednesday uprooted the majority of a roster that last 
season finished third in the NHL in points and was pretty promising on 
paper heading into 2021-22, as well. There are two new goalies. Dougie 
Hamilton is officially gone. And there are at least four new skaters signed 
to deals. 

And yet, more than 17 minutes of the 18:28 that general manager and 
team president Don Waddell spent addressing the media after all the 
moves were spent on one specific one-year, $1 million deal: the signing 
of DeAngelo. 

That’s a choice the Hurricanes made. 

First, a quick refresher on DeAngelo’s history, which during his own 14-
minute, 56-second interview Wednesday he declined to go into 
“specifics” on. It includes the following: 

• He was suspended in the OHL for violating the league’s harassment, 
abuse and diversity policy, resulting from a slur directed at a teammate. 

• He has been suspended twice for abuse of an official — once in the 
OHL and once while playing for the Arizona Coyotes. 

• He was waived by the New York Rangers after an altercation involving 
a teammate. 

• He has a raucous social media history that includes urging a fan who 
disagreed with one politically charged take to find him outside Madison 
Square Garden after a game. “I’m an easy guy to find …” he wrote. “You 
don’t have to tell me what you would or wouldn’t do … just show me if 
you want to be a big man.” 

Waddell said Wednesday that DeAngelo has changed. I asked him what 
specifically led him to believe that. 

“I don’t have all the particulars,” he said. “We’ve read and researched 
everything. He’s recognized it. He’s lived up to his mistakes. He 
continues to try to be a better person. I know he’s worked with a group 
out of New York, working on himself. That’s all you can do. You believe 
in what people are telling you, and we’ve talked to Tony a numerous 
amount of times. We all got comfortable making this decision.” 

What did he learn, working in this group out of New York, I wondered? 
Was it anger management or some other personal issue he was 
addressing? 

“I’ll leave that to him,” Waddell said. “You’re going to talk to him later.” 

And talk to him we did. 

“I’m not going to get too specific with the group because it was through 
my agency and we kind of worked together,” DeAngelo said. “Obviously, 
I’ve kind of had some downtime since the beginning of February after 
leaving New York. It’s just trying to control your emotions the best you 
can and not let the emotions get the best of you and making mistakes 
from it. So we’ve done a lot of work. My agent set us up with some good 
people. I think there’s been a lot of progress. 
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“And now, like I said, I just have to go to Carolina when I get there, prove 
it to the team, the players and obviously ownership, coaches. So I’m 
looking forward to it.” 

So, no specifics — just “there’s been a lot of progress” and he’s looking 
forward to his chance at a fresh start. 

Later, he mentioned that he had made a “mistake” calling a teammate a 
racial slur 10 years ago. I asked, “OK, fine. What would you say to a 
Hurricanes fan who was called a racial slur last week?” 

“I would say to them that I’ve learned,” he said. “It’s never happened 
again, and I was regretful of it. I’m still friends with that guy and I’ve 
apologized to him. I did what I had to do there, and I wanted to do it. I 
had to go to some counseling classes back then. I don’t know what you 
would put them as. I don’t think you would describe them as anger 
management — more like sports psychology would make more sense to 
say, I guess. But I regretted what I said. It was in the heat of the moment 
in a game, and it’s something that I wish I could take back. I can’t take 
stuff like that back, though. It’s not like I can say, ‘Oh, it didn’t happen 
because I’m sorry.’ But it’s something that I wish would have never 
happened. But it did and I learned from it. Hasn’t happened again and 
never will happen again. 

“And to fans that are still dealing with that, it’s something that you hate to 
see. It’s not what anybody wants to be, and I’m sorry for that. I hope that 
I can help people when I get to Carolina. It’s tough for me to know exactly 
the people that are dealing with this, but I know it goes around still. I’m 
just hoping people get to know me and, I think if they do, they’re going to 
like me. I’m really looking forward to getting down there.” 

So, sports psychology? Counseling? Working with a group? “Tough for 
me to know … but I know it goes around still”? Racism is the “it” in that 
sentence, of course. “Hate to see it.” 

Is this what convinced the Hurricanes he was worth gambling their 
dressing room on? What convinced Waddell that he’s done “all you can 
do”? It doesn’t really sound that different from what he said in 2014, 
explaining his history when he first joined the Lightning. 

“That’s definitely in the past,” he said. “It’s been in the past for me for a 
while. But I still had to explain myself and be honest because teams need 
to do their homework and not go into it saying, ‘It’s not a big deal,’ 
because it was a big deal and a mistake. I’ve learned from it, and I’m 
ready to change. And I’m going to bring a high-character, high-
competitive guy to the organization.” 

The truth is that the Hurricanes and DeAngelo had no answers because 
there are no answers, except for the one nobody wants to believe. The 
Hurricanes are just like every other team. 

I wish it was as simple as to say that the Tom Dundon-owned team is just 
poor and taking what it can get. That’d be the most generous 
interpretation of what the Hurricanes have done this offseason. And I 
wish there had been some compelling reason given by the team 
Wednesday for its belief that DeAngelo has changed. 

I expressed this doubt to one Hurricanes employee, and he said, “Let’s 
help him get there.” 

I’m all set with that. 

I was met with an overwhelming sense of community when playoff 
hockey returned to PNC Arena on May 18. Maybe it was the sight of 
2021 Jack Adams winner Rod Brind’Amour’s very own son engaged in 
an intense game of street hockey feet away from his dad leading a once-
broken team to its third straight playoff appearance. Maybe it was 
Brind’Amour’s comments after the game, in response to the magic in the 
crowd. 

“I think the people just needed something to cheer about,” Brind’Amour 
said. “We had a year and a half worth of just junk thrown at everybody. It 
was just, ‘Hey, we’re here to enjoy ourselves. That’s what life’s about.’ 
We can do it in an environment with people we love? What the heck? 
Why wouldn’t we?” 

So many Hurricanes fans are now questioning if this is really an 
environment full of people who love them back. 

But a brand can’t love you back, and the Hurricanes’ touting of a fan-
friendly, accepting culture of positive tweets saying “Hockey is For 
Everyone” was just that — a well-curated brand. 

One thing was clear in the otherwise-mystifying trade to send Calder 
finalist and up-and-coming goalie Alex Nedeljkovic to the Red Wings last 
week: The Hurricanes didn’t care what you or anyone else thinks about 
their decisions. 

They aren’t owned by the community or the fan culture or the fantasy of 
what it means to be a small-market team. They’re owned by a rich man, 
Tom Dundon. And he just spent $1 million to sign a player he thinks can 
be a good deal. 

Hockey culture is insidious, and don’t let anyone convince you otherwise: 
The Hurricanes are not exempt. 
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The Athletic / Ranking the winners and losers after Day 1 of NHL free 
agency 

 

By Scott Burnside Jul 29, 2021 119  

 

So, that was fun. Fun. Shocking. Perplexing. And yes, infuriating. Just 
another day in the NHL as we hurtle from Stanley Cup celebrations to 
expansion draft to entry draft to free agency and now, technically, the 
2021-22 season. 

Minutes after the free agency market opened at noon ET on Wednesday 
a handful of deals were announced. Nope, no tampering here. But 
tampering, like crosschecking, doesn’t happen if the league pretends it 
doesn’t happen so we live with it. 

But on to an eventful day, especially for goaltenders. In fact, we could 
have done a separate piece entirely on the goalie carousel and how this 
mass movement has the potential to reshape the power dynamics from 
coast to coast. So important were the goalie transactions that we enlisted 
our good pal, former netminder and ace analyst Mike McKenna for some 
insight on some of the key goaltending moves and we’ve also included a 
completely unscientific but very handy ranking of 1-10 on the efficacy of 
all the free agency moves. 

Seattle Kraken – 9 

The Kraken eschewed some of the big-ticket items on expansion draft 
night but landed a big fish in Vezina Trophy finalist Philipp Grubauer who 
signed six-year deal at a nice $5.9 million annual cap hit. That’s an 
impressive one-two punch with Chris Driedger who was signed from 
Florida. It also means more assets after GM Ron Francis traded Vitek 
Vanecek back to the Capitals for a second-round pick. 

“Take a look at Grubauer’s career numbers in the OHL, AHL and NHL,” 
McKenna said. “Outstanding. Check the advanced metrics. Also 
outstanding. But this was the first season he played over 40 games and I 
think there’s still a perception that he’s somehow fooling the world. Or 
that he’s fragile (he has missed significant time with injuries). He’s one of 
the best goalie skaters in the world and possesses excellent patience on 
his edges. 

“It’s very surprising Colorado let him walk. Seattle just solidified their 
goaltending after their expansion selections left question marks.” 

Free agency also brought with it some nice low-profile offensive help to 
Seattle in the form of Jaden Schwartz and Alex Wennberg. Neither are 
going to win a Rocket Richard Trophy but they will fit nicely in the top six 
and provide solid two-way play and should combine for somewhere in the 
100 point range. And they didn’t break the salary cap bank with Schwartz 
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locked into a five-year deal worth $5.5 million annually and Wennberg 
signing for three years at $4.5 million annually. 

Carolina Hurricanes – 8* 

You’ll notice the asterisk here. For all the gnashing of teeth about the 
decision to move on from Alex Nedeljkovic who was dealt to Detroit, the 
Hurricanes moved quickly to fortify their goaltending. If Frederik 
Andersen (two years at $4.5 million) and Antti Raanta (two years at $2 
million) can stay healthy this could be a dynamic goaltending duo at a 
totally affordable price. 

McKenna likes what the Canes did on Wednesday even though he’s 
been a big Nedeljkovic supporter. 

“Despite a regression in his numbers the past two seasons, I think 
Andersen is an upgrade in Carolina. At his peak, he’s a top-10 goalie in 
the NHL. He has a strong technical base and plays his best hockey as a 
true No. 1. He can log minutes. Behind a Carolina defense that can lock 
down, I think Andersen can thrive once again if he stays healthy. And 
let’s not forget how fresh the air will be for him in Carolina compared to 
Toronto. Not being under constant pressure from the fans and media in 
TO will be good for him.” 

As for Raanta, the lack of durability remains a pressing issue. 

“He’s always intriguing because the top end of his game is so high: He 
pushed Darcy Kuemper in Arizona and at times was better. And then 
he’d get hurt. Rinse and repeat. Can he survive fewer minutes in a No. 2 
role? It should be Freddy Andersen’s crease. But Raanta could surprise.” 

As for the rest of the roster, moving on from Dougie Hamilton means the 
Hurricanes will need to pick up offense from up and down the lineup. The 
addition of Ethan Bear is a positive addition to the back end even at the 
cost of popular Warren Foegele. As is two-time Cup winner Ian Cole who 
brings nice veteran grit. 

But the team willfully walked into a hornets’ nest by inking troubled 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo. Banished from the Rangers for a series of 
incidents, including fighting with teammate Alexandar Georgiev, 
DeAngelo has a long history of disruptive and polarizing behavior. By 
signing him to a modest one-year, $1 million deal the Hurricanes face an 
instant backlash from fans who feel the team betrayed them. Time will tell 
how much of the good work done in this marketplace in recent years 
might be undone by the signing. 

Tampa Bay Lightning – 7.5 

The Lightning have won back-to-back Stanley Cups and live in perpetual 
salary cap hell but here’s GM Julien BriseBois once again working magic. 
He disposes of Tyler Johnson for Brent Seabrook’s dead contract and 
then adds Zach Bogosian for three years at $850,000 per year. Pierre-
Edouard Bellemare, who may not replace Barclay Goodrow but has 
many of the same qualities, comes in at two years at $1 million and Brian 
Elliott will back up Andrei Vasilevskiy at $900,000 for one year. Pretty tidy 
work for the Cup champs who, oh yeah, locked up star center Brayden 
Point to an eight-year deal worth $9.5 million against the cap when it 
kicks in a year from now. Can anyone count to three? 

New Jersey Devils – 7.5 

I don’t know if you can win a Stanley Cup with Dougie Hamilton – several 
sources believed ultimately that was the case in Carolina and why the 
Hurricanes were reluctant to make this kind of commitment – but you can 
sure go to the playoffs with him. Good on New Jersey GM Tom 
Fitzgerald for stepping up and nabbing the top free agent defenseman 
and inking him to a seven-year deal with a $9 million annual cap hit. 
Maybe it’s too much and for too long but with Jonathan Bernier locked in 
at two years to support Mackenzie Blackwood in goal and the addition of 
Ryan Graves on the back end, the Devils have positioned themselves 
nicely to be in the mix for a playoff spot next spring. 

McKenna, likewise, thinks the Bernier add is a strong one for a team that 
has struggled for the past three or four years to find the right goaltending 
mix. 

“I like this move for New Jersey. They were rumored to be shopping 
around the trade market, and some of the names mentioned, in my 
opinion, would not have been a good fit alongside Blackwood. He is 
ready for the next step. Bernier has been a solid performer, especially in 

a 1B/2 role. Can he win you a Stanley Cup? I don’t know. Is New Jersey 
at that stage? Not likely. Blackwood needs someone to push him without 
being a threat. No team has won a Cup in the past decade without a 
homegrown netminder and it’s important for New Jersey to get it right 
with Blackwood. Bernier is a very nice compliment to him. Two years at 
$4.125 is a little rich for my tastes but I suspect Bernier had multiple 
suitors.” 

Boston Bruins – 7 

Is the Boston blue line exactly where they’d like it? Probably not. But the 
Bruins addressed a critical need by adding Linus Ullmark to help shore 
up the goaltending which is in a state of flux with Tuukka Rask sidelined 
by hip surgery until early 2022. Ullmark, who signed a four-year deal at 
$5 million annually, and promising prospect Jeremy Swayman will be 
tasked with holding the fort pending Rask’s recovery and then getting a 
deal done to return to Boston. And by adding Nick Foligno, Erik Haula 
and Tomas Nosek, the Bruins added three experienced NHLers who can 
play up and down the lineup and in the middle as well as on the wings. 
Minnesota would have loved Foligno to join brother Marcus but Boston’s 
two-year deal trumped what the Wild could offer and it was in Boston that 
Foligno’s daughter underwent life-saving surgery so there is a connection 
to the community that is strong. 

Dallas Stars – 7 

Let’s be honest, four years is a lot for Ryan Suter, 36, but the ageless 
defender is one of those guys who appears not to be impacted by the 
passage of time and at a cap hit of $3.65 million the money is 
manageable. Suter was bought out of his contract in Minnesota and now 
he’ll slide into a deep and talented Dallas group on the back end. He’s 
high maintenance. That’s the reality. But this is a Stars team that never 
got over an early COVID-19 outbreak last season yet is just one season 
removed from a trip to the Stanley Cup Final. Suter makes them better 
and they should be a lock to be in the playoffs. As for the Braden Holtby 
signing, assume Jake Oettinger will get another season to hone his skills 
in the AHL. Ben Bishop isn’t in the team’s plans and Holtby becomes an 
insurance blanket against an Anton Khudobin injury and/or performance 
meltdown. 

Chicago Blackhawks – 6.5 

Not really sure what the plan is in Chicago these days – and we’re not 
talking about the team’s tepid and weak-kneed response to off-ice 
controversies. But a day after acquiring Marc-Andre Fleury, who 
apparently doesn’t want to play in Chicago, and after selling the farm to 
acquire Seth Jones and lock him up full time, the Blackhawks added a 
forward with diminishing skills in Tyler Johnson then made a splash 
Wednesday by adding solid top-four defender in Jake McCabe to a four-
year deal worth $4 million annually. Other teams, including Minnesota, 
were interested but not at that price point. Coming off knee surgery that’s 
a good deal for McCabe. And a good one for Chicago if he stays healthy. 
So, guess the rebuild is over? 

Los Angeles Kings – 6.5 

Not sure how many times Pierre LeBrun and I debated on our podcast 
how teams were going to approach free-agent center Phillip Danault. He 
had a terrific playoff but what was his value on the open market going to 
be? Now we know after Los Angeles signed Danault to a six-year deal to 
play behind Anze Kopitar in Los Angeles. The average annual cap hit of 
$5.5 million will be hard to justify given how little offense Danault 
produces but this contract’s value rises exponentially if the Kings can find 
their way back to the playoffs which might not be far off given they play in 
the soft Pacific Division. The Kings also added veteran Vancouver 
blueliner Alex Edler who signed a one-year deal at $3.5 million. 

Montreal Canadiens – 6 

What another embarrassing turn of events for the Habs as owner Geoff 
Molson produced a letter apologizing to the world for the indefensible 
decision to draft Logan Mailloux. The kind of fallout from that decision 
shouldn’t be good for GM Marc Bergevin’s job security but time will tell. 
On the hockey front, though, Bergevin did manage to get solid defender 
David Savard under contract for a completely affordable $3.5 million 
annually for four years. Savard won’t replace Shea Weber, whose return 
to action is in doubt. That’s a given. But Savard means the Habs will 
once again be a very difficult team to play against. Adding wayward 
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sniper Mike Hoffman at three years at $4.5 million per year against the 
cap is an acceptable gamble even if his one-year relationship with the St. 
Louis Blues wasn’t particularly fruitful. In the right spot, he’s a 35-plus 
goal guy and he’ll get lots of opportunity in Montreal to be that guy. 

Vegas Golden Knights 5.5 

Having dealt Fleury to Chicago to clear cap space, Vegas GM Kelly 
McCrimmon had to find a backup for Robin Lehner. He may not have 
popped off the page but the addition of Laurent Brossoit, whom the 
Golden Knights signed to a two-year deal at $2.325 million, resonates 
with many, including McKenna. 

“He did a nice job in Winnipeg this season after a disappointing 2019-20. 
At 28 years old he isn’t viewed as a prospect any longer and will have a 
hard time shaking the backup label. Vegas is a good landing spot for him 
especially with some security at two years. With the roster in front of him, 
he’s going to win games. Maybe he creates a market for himself beyond 
his current brand. Logan Thompson, the reigning AHL goalie of the year, 
is waiting in the wings. I could easily see Brossoit playing one season in 
Vegas then being shipped out to make room for him.” 

The Golden Knights still don’t have a true number one center, although 
the addition of Evgenii Dadonov from Ottawa gives them more of what 
they already had: high-end skill on the wing. The biggest move made by 
the Golden Knights was to retain free-agent defenseman Alec Martinez 
at $5.5 million per year for three years. He’s a player McKenna knows 
well, having provided analysis for the team the past couple of seasons. 

“I think he would have gotten $6 million on the open market but I’m not 
sure on term. The third year had to be a big incentive. He just turned 34 
and has put hard miles on his body. Shea Theodore and Alex Pietrangelo 
both played their best hockey when paired with him.” 

Toronto Maple Leafs – 5.5 

Pretty simple stuff for the Leafs. They needed a cost-effective partner for 
netminder Jack Campbell. Now Petr Mrazek is in blue and white to back 
Campbell up. Or take over. Who knows? Mrazek, 29, got a big raise with 
a three-year deal at $3.8 million annually. It’s actually more than twice 
what Campbell is making. Mrazek was part of a tandem that went to an 
Eastern Conference final in 2018 so he’s had some playoff success. 
Here’s McKenna’s look at the Mrazek addition. 

“He performed well in limited action with Carolina. But his career has 
been a rollercoaster: one good season followed by sub-par. He loves to 
play aggressively with his depth and ends up chasing pucks, which I’m 
not convinced fits with the Maple Leafs structure. What he lacks in 
technique he makes up for in feel and reads. Confidence plays a huge 
part to his game, but when it’s lacking, his aggressiveness can lead to 
prolonged inconsistency. He does have a knack for going on runs — 
evidenced by his Calder Cup-winning performance with the Grand 
Rapids Griffins in the AHL. 

“But at the NHL level, wherever Mrazek has gone, question marks have 
followed.” 

Look for the low-cost additions of Kurtis Gabriel and Michael Bunting to 
pay unexpected dividends for the Leafs. 

Philadelphia Flyers – 5 

We have no doubt Carter Hart is going to bounce right back onto his elite 
goaltending arc after a disappointing season for the Flyers. Still, the 
young netminder is going to need some help and the question is whether 
he’ll get it from Martin Jones. The Flyers signed the former San Jose 
starter to a one-year deal at $2 million. This is a total reclamation project 
for a goaltender who guided San Jose to a Cup final in ’16 but whose 
performance has been in decline since. 

“Time to rebuild a career,” McKenna said. “Jones looked lost the past 
several seasons, both in terms of confidence and structure in the crease. 
One game he’d be deep, the next he’d be outside the blue paint. It’s hard 
to be consistent when questioning your own game and searching for 
answers. I like the pairing with goalie coach Kim Dillabaugh in 
Philadelphia. They worked together previously in the Kings organization 
where Jones played some of his best hockey. Coming out of the AHL he 
was a can’t-miss NHL prospect and Dillabaugh had a lot to do with it. 

“This is still a gamble for Philly and there will be growing pains while 
Jones finds himself. He’s 31 with plenty left to prove.” 

Beyond the goaltending, love the add of Ryan Ellis and Cam Atkinson via 
trade although not sure how Keith Yandle fits in given the defensive 
deficiencies that saw him a healthy scratch during the playoffs in Florida. 
But his one-year deal at $900,000 is low-risk, low-exposure and he 
knows Alain Vigneault so there’s that. 

Calgary Flames – 5 

So, all it takes is Blake Coleman (and six years at $4.9 million annually) 
to turn around a franchise? That appears to be what Calgary is banking 
on. Big Coleman fan and he’s got two Stanley Cup rings to show for his 
work in Tampa. But it’s a lot to heap on a guy who plays somewhere in 
the middle of your forward group, turning around the fortunes of a 
talented yet perpetually underachieving franchise. And with captain Mark 
Giordano now in Seattle there remains a feedlot full of questions about 
whether GM Brad Treliving should have been more proactive about 
changing up the mix in Calgary. 

Edmonton Oilers – 4.5 

That’s some weird stuff going on for an Oilers team that was 
embarrassingly swept by Winnipeg in the first round of the playoffs. 
Young defensive depth went out the door in the form of Caleb Jones 
(Chicago) and Ethan Bear (Carolina) replaced by 38-year-old Duncan 
Keith and Cody Ceci, who was pretty good in Pittsburgh and is now an 
Oiler at $3.25 million for the next four years. Ceci is the kind of player, 
and that is the kind of contract, that fans in Edmonton will turn on in an 
instant. 

Tyson Barrie, another polarizing player, is back for three years at $4.5 
million. So with Adam Larsson in Seattle, Bear and Jones out and Oscar 
Klefbom unlikely to play because of injury this is at best a blue line in 
transition and at worst in regression. Love Zach Hyman up front and the 
Oilers will love him too but not likely for the entirety of his seven-year 
deal at $5.5 million). But he’s a player you want to play in your top six 
right now and they’re going to need everything they’ve got to put pucks in 
the net given how difficult the defending part looks to be. 

Nashville Predators – 4 

Still so much work to do in Nashville, most pressing, of course, is 
whether they have room to sign Filip Forsberg to an extension. The 
Predators’ best offensive player is in his contract year and will be worth 
at least $8 million on a new deal. The Preds kept Mikael Granlund at four 
years, $5 million per year. But for us the one significant move made 
Wednesday was in signing Dave Rittich to back up Juuse Saros. The 
Predators’ strength remains on the back end and in goal and Rittich, 
signed to a one-year $1.25 million deal, will be looking to get some mojo 
back. 

“At 28 years old, this is a crucial season for Rittich,” McKenna said. “Not 
far removed from playing major minutes in Calgary, he hardly saw the ice 
in Toronto after being dealt late in the season. He’s powerful and his 
crease movements are crisp, but he tends to get lost mentally. I always 
worry about the long-term viability of goaltenders who rely on 
superstitions or overly elaborate routines to prepare for games. Rittich 
became famous in goalie circles for needing two pucks shot off his 
forehead to finish morning skate. Right or wrong, that’s a warning sign to 
me. Goalies need to play free and without mental hurdles. I do think 
Rittich has a higher ceiling than we’ve seen and maybe a reboot in 
Nashville will do the trick.” 

Colorado Avalanche – 3.5 

Must have been a shock when the Avalanche looked up from locking up 
captain Gabriel Landeskog to a long-term deal to discover their Vezina-
Trophy-finalist netminder, Philipp Grubauer, had signed with the Kraken 
and all the other goaltenders they might have been interested in had 
gone elsewhere. That forced GM Joe Sakic into scramble mode to land a 
goaltender and late Wednesday they did just that acquiring Darcy 
Kuemper from the Coyotes. Keumper has one year left on his current 
deal at $4.5 million but it cost the Avalanche a first-round pick in 2022 
and defensive prospect Conor Timmins, the 32nd pick in 2017. Even with 
Arizona retaining $1 million of Kuemper’s salary, not sure this is how they 
mapped it out in the Avalanche war room. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs sign 'excited' Petr Mrazek, trio of value 
forwards in free agency 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxJuly 28, 2021, 6:35 PM 

 

TORONTO -- The Toronto Maple Leafs wasted no time filling their No. 1 
need in free agency Wednesday. 

The club inked a three-year contract with UFA Petr Mrazek, who walks 
from the Carolina Hurricanes for a new deal worth $3.8 million annually. 

"It was an easy choice," Mrazek said of his move to Toronto. “It’s every 
single night you’re on the radar. I’m excited.” 

Former Maple Leaf Frederik Andersen signed with the Hurricanes for two 
years and $9 million, completing a UFA goalie swap. Carolina also 
agreed to a deal with UFA Antti Raanta, forming a completely new 
tandem. 

“It's goaltending, so it's a hugely important position for everybody,” 
Toronto general manager Kyle Dubas said. 

“We were fortunate going in that we already had Jack Campbell, who we 
feel very strongly about. We just felt we needed to find a strong partner 
for him so that we can have as good a tandem as possible. We felt we 
achieved that.” 

Mrazek, 29, is well accustomed to playing in a 1A/1B tandem and is set 
to enter the season with more security, experience and bigger 
paycheques than Campbell, whose $1.65-million contract ends in 2022. 

Mrazek posted a 6-2-3 record with three shutouts and a .923 save 
percentage for the Hurricanes in an injury-plagued 2020-21. 

He underwent surgery on his right thumb in February and returned in 
April. 

The Czech goaltender admitted some anxiety entering the goalie 
carousel but is encouraged by the prospects of contributing to a high-
scoring squad. 

"Hopefully get as many wins as I can, to get better every day. I think the 
last three seasons I established myself in a position that I finally learned 
how important games," said Mrazek, who has already texted his girlfriend 
for advice on a new sweater number (34 is reserved). 

"Always when you play Toronto, the fans are great." 

Mrazek appeared in just two 2021 playoff games, posting a .873 save 
percentage, and ultimately lost his starting job in crunch time to the up-
and-coming Alex Nedeljkovic -- who was subsequently dealt to the 
Detroit Red Wings in a cost-cutting move last week. 

With Andersen off the books, the Leafs are saving $1.2 million on their 
goaltending tandem year over year. 

Toronto also explored a trade for Arizona netminder Darcy Kuemper but 
deemed the price too high. 

Leafs hope they struck gold value winger Bunting 

Never forget where you came from. 

The life motto Michael Bunting has tagged to his social media bios 
appears to be doubling as foreshadowing for the Scarborough, Ont., 
native and unrestricted free agent. 

After walking away from the Arizona Coyotes and fielding interest from 
multiple suitors, Bunting has signed with his hometown Maple Leafs. 

It's a two-year pact carrying a cap hit of $950,000, a smaller AAV than 
Bunting was offered elsewhere. 

"Can't argue with that, [and] we needed that tenacity," Dubas said. "I 
know him, but I've watched him seven years on." 

Spending his entire career under the radar, the late-blooming Bunting 
was drafted 160th overall in the 2013 OHL draft by Dubas, then the Sault 
Ste. Marie Greyhounds GM. 

Under then-Soo coach Sheldon Keefe, Bunting flourished offensively, 
racking up 116 points over his 105 OHL games played. 

The connections are obvious, and the price should be right. 

“It all comes down to value,” Dubas said of his free agency strategy. 

Barring a trade off the roster (Alexander Kerfoot’s name has surfaced in 
rumours), the top-heavy Maple Leafs have roughly $4.6 million in their 
account to complete their 2021-22 lineup. 

So, the club is waving adieu to UFAs Zach Hyman (seven years at $5.5 
million in Edmonton), Alex Galchenyuk (exploring an eighth NHL 
franchise), Zach Bogosian (rejoining Tampa Bay for cheap), and possibly 
Nick Foligno (another Wild target). 

Well, what about Bunting? 

The 25-year-old left wing was a fourth-round choice by the Coyotes in 
2014. He has spent at least part of the past six seasons in the AHL and 
has never put pen to paper on a one-way contract at the NHL level. 

At five-foot-11 and 197 pounds, he’s a blue-collar-style player with 
legitimate blue-collar roots. 

His mom, Lynda, was a bookkeeper at a local store. His dad, Andy, 
collected garbage for the city. 

Despite growing up in the mecca, Bunting played high-school hockey for 
most of his formative years because AAA in the GTHL is so cost-
prohibitive. 

"I still remember the day," Bunting told NHL.com of his tryout with the 
AAA Don Mills Flyers. "They showed me how much it would cost. I said, 
OK, I'll talk to you guys later. I don't think I'm going to play.' " 

The Flyers worked out a payment plan, Bunting’s stock rose with his 
game, and he remains indebted. 

Never forget where you came from. 

Bunting fell into that rare Group VI group of free agents composed 
players who have played at least three pro seasons but fewer than 80 
NHL games prior to turning 25. 

Honing his skills in AHL Tuscon, Bunting quietly broke out in 2021, 
scoring 10 goals and registering nine takeaways (plus three assists) in 21 
games while skating more than 15 minutes a night for a struggling 
Coyotes club. 

He’s been primarily used in offensive situations (68.9 percent of his shifts 
start in the O-zone) and could either stick in the Leafs’ middle six or face 
a similar fate as, say, a Nic Petan -- an AHL/NHL tweener who went 
unqualified by Toronto Monday after multiple big-league opportunities. 

Bunting’s high shooting percentage (26.3) could be viewed as a red flag 
or an indication of his willingness to drive to the greasy areas. 

“He just looked himself in the mirror last year and said, ‘I’ve got to be 
more professional and I’ve got to get myself ready to play,’” former coach 
Rick Tocchet told Ken Campbell in May. “Came in in great shape, was 
sent down right away, no attitude. He was the best player in Tucson and 
[Roadrunners coach] Steve Potvin couldn’t say enough about him. 

“A guy willing to go to the net. If you look at his goals, they’re all near the 
front of the net.” 

A new NHL contract marks a wonderful summer for Bunting, who won a 
world championship gold medal with Team Canada in June. 

One-Timers 

• Kurtis Gabriel signed a one-year contract with Toronto for the league 
minimum ($750,000). The 28-year-old Newmarket, Ont., native racked up 
55 penalty minutes in 11 NHL games with San Jose last season. 
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"We know what we're going to get from him in terms of his work level, his 
passion," said Dubas, who watched Gabriel train at the Ford 
Performance Centre two off-seasons ago. 

    How it started.. vs how it’s going 

    Can’t put it into words. But can tell you I’m bringing everything I got, 
and then some more. pic.twitter.com/a4YSLOTC1D 

    — Kurtis Gabriel (@kurtisgabriel) July 29, 2021 

• The Maple Leafs also signed depth defencemen Alex Biega and Carl 
Dahlström to one-year, two-way contracts worth $750,000 and centres 
David Kämpf, 26, and Michael Amadio, 25. 

Kämpf's is a two-year contract worth $3 million total. 

Amadio's is a two-way, one-year deal worth $750,000 at the NHL level. 
Amadio split his 2020-21 season between the Kings and Senators, 
posting three assists in 25 games. 

• Dubas walked away from Hyman without trading his rights to Ken 
Holland. The Oilers GM’s best offer was reportedly two draft picks, 
including one in the top five rounds. 

• The Maple Leafs acquired the rights to defenceman Brennan Menell 
from Minnesota in exchange for a conditional seventh-round selection in 
2022. The selection will be transferred to Minnesota if Menell plays in 30 
games for the Maple Leafs this season. 

Menell, 24, ranked second among KHL defencemen with 38 points (five 
goals, 33 assists) in 47 regular season games, and added seven points 
(one goal, six assists) in five playoff games with Dinamo Minsk. He 
played five games total with the Wild and is still looking for his first NHL 
point. 

• The 2022 third-round pick Toronto spent to rent goalie David Rittich at 
the 2021 trade deadline was used by the Calgary Flames to acquire 
Chicago defenceman Nikita Zadorov. (Rittich signed with Nashville 
Wednesday.) 

• Finally, Toronto inked local talent and former New York Islanders 
prospect Josh Ho-Sang, 25, to a professional tryout. Ho-Sang played all 
of nine pro games in 2020-21 over in Sweden. 

"A zero-risk proposition on PTO," Dubas explained. "It's kind of a make-
or-break situation with Josh." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Molson, Canadiens must take meaningful action to repair 
damage of Mailloux pick 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsJuly 28, 2021, 8:01 PM 

 

MONTREAL — When measured against the long list of things Geoff 
Molson miscalculated in allowing Marc Bergevin to select Logan Mailloux 
31st overall at last Friday’s NHL Draft, the one thing he got right on 
Wednesday won’t immediately resolve how most Montreal Canadiens 
fans feel about this young player essentially facing minimal 
consequences — beyond minor legal ones — for a crime he committed. 

The hope is that it does in time, but it’s nothing more than a hope at this 
point. 

Mailloux, who was charged and penalized only $1,650 in Sweden last 
year after sharing with SK Lejon teammates a photo of himself engaged 
in a consensual sexual act with an unidentified 18-year-old woman, 
renounced himself from the draft and labelled himself undeserving of the 
opportunity to join a team until he proves up his character, and the 
Canadiens should have heeded his request. 

That the owner, president and CEO of the team only recognized this in 
retrospect—stating in an open letter on Wednesday that he apologizes 

“for the pain this selection caused” and following that up by telling a 
select group of media during a 17-minute Zoom conference that he made 
“an error in judgment” - won’t be offset by the realization that how the 
Canadiens proceed now with Mailloux is more important than anything 
else they say on the matter. 

But at least that’s a start. 

Several more things need to happen for Mailloux to prove he’s worthy of 
the second chance the Canadiens offered him and both his actions and 
theirs moving forward will ultimately determine if any positives can be 
derived from his unacceptable and disgraceful act and their amoral 
decision to look past it just to add his talent to their prospect pool. 

Remaining Time -5:43 

Canadiens organization must be held accountable after drafting Logan 
Mailloux 

Uninviting the 18-year-old Belle River, Ont., native from Canadiens 
training camp in the fall was among the steps Molson announced he’s 
taking, and it’s a good one. 

“That was a decision that, ultimately, I made,” Molson told reporters. “I 
think that Logan does need time. He’s only 18 years old. He needs to go 
away and learn to become a better person, and to have him show up in 
September at our training camp wouldn’t make any sense at all.” 

Not signing the player before he shows he has taken tangible steps 
towards redemption — beyond showing remorse, which is the bare 
minimum society should expect of people who transgress in like fashion 
— is also pertinent. 

“We need to evaluate his progress, we need to evaluate how he performs 
as a young adult and continue to assess and evaluate,” said Molson. 

“There’s no question we’ll be following very, very closely,” he added, “and 
we’re going to do everything to not only help Logan improve as a person 
but to use Logan’s story to do well in the community.” 

That’s the least the Canadiens can do. 

Much more is in order, and that Molson at least admitted as much 
matters. 

Never mind that he finally broke his extensive silence less than 24 hours 
after prime minister of Canada Justin Trudeau, a lifelong Canadiens fan, 
expressed his dismay at the team’s decision to draft Mailloux and after 
corporate sponsors Desjardins, St. Hubert and Jean Coutu released 
statements saying they were rethinking their relationships with the 
Canadiens. As disappointing as it is that it took him as long to say 
something, or that it appears he’s only doing so because of the heat he’s 
taking, none of that matters as much as what he actually did say. 

And nothing Molson said matters as much as what he’s doing, and what 
he intends to do moving forward. 

Though this bit, regarding Mailloux’s victim, was a vital part of 
Wednesday’s statement. 

“I want to say that we do not minimize what she has had to, and 
continues to have to, live through,” Molson said. “No one, especially not 
an 18-year-old, should have to suffer through a traumatic experience like 
this. We are there to support her and her family and respect their 
privacy.” 

Molson accepting blame for the insensitive decision to draft Mailloux was 
also a must. 

“Shame on me for not taking into consideration the number of people I 
impacted by not thinking beyond the fact that a second chance is a good 
thing which all teenagers deserve,” Molson said. “And we’re going to 
work hard with Logan, but shame on me for not taking into account the 
victim, and shame on me for not taking into account how many people 
we’d impact with that decision.” 

Remaining Time -2:49 

Bergevin addresses Canadiens' controversial choice to draft Mailloux 
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And spelling out to what extent he understands he’s got a relationship to 
repair with several Canadiens fans — and a reputation to redeem for the 
organization — was certainly also in order for Molson. 

“I have no doubt we disappointed a lot of our fans,” he said. “But I also 
have no doubt we disappointed a lot of people who maybe aren’t our 
fans, who have been impacted by this type of thing. And this is where the 
Montreal Canadiens should be better. And I take full responsibility for 
that, and we will be better.” 

How exactly the Canadiens “will be better” has yet to be completely 
outlined, but at least these details emerged: In addition to a pledge to, 
over the course of the following months, “develop, in conjunction with 
local experts, a comprehensive plan to raise awareness and educate 
young men and young women about this serious issue,” and “use our 
platform and our resources to turn a decision that hurt many people into 
one that brings meaningful and impactful change,” Molson explained he’s 
putting together a task force to oversee several Mailloux’s rehabilitation 
and several other initiatives. 

“We have ideas, many ideas,” he said. “The person I’ve put at the head 
of our task force is Genevieve Paquette (director of community 
engagement for the Canadiens foundation). (Mailloux’s) agency is also 
involved in the process with us. 

“There’s several steps (Mailloux is expected to take, too). It could be 
some counseling he’s doing with people, it could be speaking with young 
players to explain his experience and how it’s affected his life, and it 
could also be his involvement in the community and monetary 
investments made.” 

Bergevin later said Paquette would reveal the specifics at later date. 

When asked about Molson’s open letter, Bergevin added he agreed with 
all of it and echoed Molson’s statement that the team’s actions moving 
forward will be more relevant than anything that’s been said or will be 
said on the matter. 

They were both right about that. They were wrong to make the pick, 
wrong in not being more sensitive to the victim and her family, wrong to 
underestimate how it would be received, wrong to go so strongly against 
the prestigious brand the organization had cultivated over 100 years and 
wrong to think it would just blow over, but they’re right in realizing what 
they do next will matter most. 

“I understand that you expect more from us and we let you down,” 
Molson said. “We will work to continue proving we are an organization 
this community and our fans can be proud of.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing what Zach Hyman brings to the Edmonton 
Oilers 

 

mike-kelly headshotMike KellyJuly 28, 2021, 3:38 PM 

 

What’s been rumoured for days is now official. Zach Hyman has signed a 
long-term contract with the Edmonton Oilers who add a much-needed 
top-six forward to their line-up. Hyman and the Oilers have agreed to a 
seven-year contract with a $5.5 million AAV. 

While some Oilers fans won’t be thrilled with their team giving that much 
term to a 29-year old forward who plays a physical brand of hockey, 
Edmonton is unquestionably better today than it was yesterday. Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are in the prime of their careers and goalie 
Mike Smith is in the twilight of his. The Oilers want to win now and the 
addition of Hyman brings them closer to achieving that goal. 

Regardless of where Hyman plays in the Oilers' top-six, he will fit like a 
glove and make his linemates better -- just like he did alongside Mitch 
Marner and Auston Matthews the past two years in Toronto. If you’re an 
Oilers fan you’ve probably heard plenty about Hyman and the kind of 

player he is. A tenacious forechecker who hunts down pucks and does 
the dirty work for his all-star linemates. The straw that stirs the drink on a 
top scoring line. Well, some of that is true but it’s far from the whole story. 

Here’s what Oilers fans need to know about Zach Hyman -- his under-
appreciated offensive game, questions about his defensive game, and 
why simply being in the fight makes him such an effective forechecker. 

OFFENCE 

Hyman is more skilled than he gets credit for and last season he 
displayed a level of confidence with the puck not seen before in his NHL 
career. Hyman averaged a career-best 0.76 points per game and 0.77 
goals per game. If you think he was simply benefitting from the 
playmaking of Marner and Matthews, think again. Hyman created plenty 
of offence on his own. 

Unlike seasons past, Hyman showed a willingness and ability to hang on 
to the puck and beat defenders with his speed and puck protection skills. 
At a per 60-minute rate, Hyman averaged 2:05 of offensive zone puck 
possession time at even-strength. That’s time spent with the puck on his 
stick in the attacking end. Hyman ranked 19th among 396 qualified 
forwards in this stat and his comparables were Brad Marchand and Mark 
Scheifele. In the two years prior, Hyman ranked 229th and 251st, 
respectively. So, ya, Hyman dialled it up a notch. 

Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke about this 
evolution in Hyman’s game last season. 

“He’s got a lot of confidence,” Keefe said. “We’re encouraging him to 
hang on to the puck a little more, encouraging him to look for linemates 
and make plays when they are there, encouraging him to challenge 
defencemen with his speed and the way he protects the puck. 

“We know he’s great at retrieving the puck and those types of things and 
we still obviously need that from him, but I love the way he challenges 
the defencemen. He doesn’t let them off the hook.” 

No, he does not. Want proof? 

One of the metrics Sportlogiq measures is open-ice dekes, plays in which 
a puck carrier is able to beat a defender in open ice. Year after year, the 
players who show best in this statistic are among the most skilled 
forwards in the NHL. Hyman had never ranked in the top-100 among 
forwards before last season where he ranked 4th at a per 60-minute rate. 

More of an eye test person? 

Hyman is more than a ‘grinder’ whose purpose on a scoring line is to do 
grunt work for more talented players. He’s a bonafide top-six forward 
capable of pulling his weight offensively. Hyman is also an effective puck 
mover, ranking top-50 among all forwards in controlled zone exits and 
entries at even-strength. 

In addition to his new-found confidence with the puck, Hyman is still one 
of the best in the league at generating shots from the most high-danger 
scoring area on the ice, the inner slot. Hyman ranked second league-
wide to Auston Matthews last season, averaging four inner slot shots per 
60 minutes at even strength. On the power play, Hyman ranked fifth 
among all forwards. Add it all up and Hyman finished third in shots from 
the inner slot, per 60 minutes. Expect Hyman to continue to do damage 
offensively from around the net, but know that he's much more than a 
one-trick pony. He showed as much last season. 

DEFENCE 

Defensively, Hyman doesn’t impact the game at a high rate at even 
strength. However, he has put up impressive ‘while-on-ice’ numbers in 
recent years. The Maple Leafs controlled a vast majority of the scoring 
chances while Hyman was on the ice, but it’s difficult to find evidence 
Hyman is driving the bus defensively in his even strength minutes. 

Last season, the Maple Leafs had an expected goal rate of 62.9 per cent 
with Hyman on the ice. Only five forwards were better: Mikko Rantanen, 
Nathan MacKinnon, William Nylander, Auston Matthews, and Patrice 
Bergeron. Decent company to keep. In terms of straight defence, 
Hyman’s expected goals against per 60 minutes was 2.16, which ranked 
88th among all forwards. As for Hyman’s impact, he ranked 220th in 
blocked shots, 303rd in stick checks (plays in which a player separates 
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the puck from an opponent with his stick), 335th in loose puck recoveries, 
and 379th in blocked passes. This, out of 396 qualified forwards. 

Hyman did not rank among the top-200 forwards in the league in any of 
those categories in 2019-20 either. 

Quantifying an individual's total defensive impact when he’s on the ice is 
far from an exact science, but the data available paints a pretty clear 
picture. When Hyman is on the ice, his team controls the play. They 
dominate offensively and are above average defensively. There just isn’t 
any available data to suggest Hyman is a driver of defensive success. 

The Oilers were a below-average defensive team last season, while the 
Maple Leafs finished inside the top-10 in expected goals against. Hyman 
is by no means a poor defensive player, however, he did benefit from 
playing on a strong possession team with linemates who are better 
defensive players than they get credit for. He will not have that same 
luxury playing in Edmonton’s top-six next season. 

FORECHECKING 

Former Maple Leafs head coach Mike Babcock once called Hyman “the 
best forechecker in hockey.” It took me a little while to figure out what he 
meant. Over the past few years, Hyman has not ranked anywhere close 
to the league leaders in the percentage of puck battles he wins in the 
offensive zone. More often than not, when Hyman engages in a puck 
battle he does not come out of it with the puck. However, he does 
engage in a ton of battles and there is inherent value in just being in the 
fight, something you never have to worry about with Hyman. 

Last season, Hyman ranked seventh in puck battle wins in the offensive 
zone, while also losing the sixth-most. In all three zones, Hyman 
averaged 12.8 puck battle wins per 60 minutes, 51st among 396 qualified 
forwards. His win percentage among the top 51 forwards in the league 
ranked 46th. 

While he may not come out of a battle with the puck as often as other 
forwards, being as involved as Hyman is in this area of the game 
provides several benefits to his team. It allows for teammates to engage 
in the battle and recover the puck. It disrupts breakouts and forces the 
opposition to spend more time and effort attempting to exit the defensive 
zone. It also forces opposing teams into mistakes. 

Former linemate Auston Matthews is another player who engages in, and 
wins, a lot of puck battles. Matthews is an under-appreciated forechecker 
who uses his large frame to push opponents off the puck. Matthews and 
Mitch Marner also have great defensive sticks -- both ranked top-25 in 
blocked passes in the offensive zone last season. 

Hyman’s willingness to battle on the boards along with Matthews' and 
Marner’s defensive instincts are what contributed to this line's ability to 
extend plays in the offensive zone, generate a large volume of offence, 
and ultimately produce a stellar expected goals for percentage. It wasn’t 
quite as simple as ‘Hyman does the dirty work while Matthews and 
Marner wait around to score goals.’ 

McDavid and Draisaitl are not nearly as disruptive away from the puck as 
Matthews and Marner. Regardless of who Hyman plays with, he will be 
counted on even more than he was in Toronto to be a disruptive force in 
the offensive zone. This shouldn't be a problem for Hyman, who, as I 
said, never shies away from a battle. 

If you’re an Oilers fan you will love what Hyman brings to the table night 
in and night out. He has top-six skill and a grinder's work ethic. Hyman’s 
current career-highs in goals and points sit at 21 and 41, respectively. 
Expect him to beat both of those totals next season. 
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What’s been rumoured for days is now official. Zach Hyman has signed a 
long-term contract with the Edmonton Oilers who add a much-needed 
top-six forward to their line-up. Hyman and the Oilers have agreed to a 
seven-year contract with a $5.5 million AAV. 

While some Oilers fans won’t be thrilled with their team giving that much 
term to a 29-year old forward who plays a physical brand of hockey, 
Edmonton is unquestionably better today than it was yesterday. Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are in the prime of their careers and goalie 
Mike Smith is in the twilight of his. The Oilers want to win now and the 
addition of Hyman brings them closer to achieving that goal. 

Regardless of where Hyman plays in the Oilers' top-six, he will fit like a 
glove and make his linemates better -- just like he did alongside Mitch 
Marner and Auston Matthews the past two years in Toronto. If you’re an 
Oilers fan you’ve probably heard plenty about Hyman and the kind of 
player he is. A tenacious forechecker who hunts down pucks and does 
the dirty work for his all-star linemates. The straw that stirs the drink on a 
top scoring line. Well, some of that is true but it’s far from the whole story. 

Here’s what Oilers fans need to know about Zach Hyman -- his under-
appreciated offensive game, questions about his defensive game, and 
why simply being in the fight makes him such an effective forechecker. 

OFFENCE 

Hyman is more skilled than he gets credit for and last season he 
displayed a level of confidence with the puck not seen before in his NHL 
career. Hyman averaged a career-best 0.76 points per game and 0.77 
goals per game. If you think he was simply benefitting from the 
playmaking of Marner and Matthews, think again. Hyman created plenty 
of offence on his own. 

Unlike seasons past, Hyman showed a willingness and ability to hang on 
to the puck and beat defenders with his speed and puck protection skills. 
At a per 60-minute rate, Hyman averaged 2:05 of offensive zone puck 
possession time at even-strength. That’s time spent with the puck on his 
stick in the attacking end. Hyman ranked 19th among 396 qualified 
forwards in this stat and his comparables were Brad Marchand and Mark 
Scheifele. In the two years prior, Hyman ranked 229th and 251st, 
respectively. So, ya, Hyman dialled it up a notch. 

Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe spoke about this 
evolution in Hyman’s game last season. 

“He’s got a lot of confidence,” Keefe said. “We’re encouraging him to 
hang on to the puck a little more, encouraging him to look for linemates 
and make plays when they are there, encouraging him to challenge 
defencemen with his speed and the way he protects the puck. 

“We know he’s great at retrieving the puck and those types of things and 
we still obviously need that from him, but I love the way he challenges 
the defencemen. He doesn’t let them off the hook.” 

No, he does not. Want proof? 

One of the metrics Sportlogiq measures is open-ice dekes, plays in which 
a puck carrier is able to beat a defender in open ice. Year after year, the 
players who show best in this statistic are among the most skilled 
forwards in the NHL. Hyman had never ranked in the top-100 among 
forwards before last season where he ranked 4th at a per 60-minute rate. 

More of an eye test person? 

Hyman is more than a ‘grinder’ whose purpose on a scoring line is to do 
grunt work for more talented players. He’s a bonafide top-six forward 
capable of pulling his weight offensively. Hyman is also an effective puck 
mover, ranking top-50 among all forwards in controlled zone exits and 
entries at even-strength. 

In addition to his new-found confidence with the puck, Hyman is still one 
of the best in the league at generating shots from the most high-danger 
scoring area on the ice, the inner slot. Hyman ranked second league-
wide to Auston Matthews last season, averaging four inner slot shots per 
60 minutes at even strength. On the power play, Hyman ranked fifth 
among all forwards. Add it all up and Hyman finished third in shots from 
the inner slot, per 60 minutes. Expect Hyman to continue to do damage 
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offensively from around the net, but know that he's much more than a 
one-trick pony. He showed as much last season. 

DEFENCE 

Defensively, Hyman doesn’t impact the game at a high rate at even 
strength. However, he has put up impressive ‘while-on-ice’ numbers in 
recent years. The Maple Leafs controlled a vast majority of the scoring 
chances while Hyman was on the ice, but it’s difficult to find evidence 
Hyman is driving the bus defensively in his even strength minutes. 

Last season, the Maple Leafs had an expected goal rate of 62.9 per cent 
with Hyman on the ice. Only five forwards were better: Mikko Rantanen, 
Nathan MacKinnon, William Nylander, Auston Matthews, and Patrice 
Bergeron. Decent company to keep. In terms of straight defence, 
Hyman’s expected goals against per 60 minutes was 2.16, which ranked 
88th among all forwards. As for Hyman’s impact, he ranked 220th in 
blocked shots, 303rd in stick checks (plays in which a player separates 
the puck from an opponent with his stick), 335th in loose puck recoveries, 
and 379th in blocked passes. This, out of 396 qualified forwards. 

Hyman did not rank among the top-200 forwards in the league in any of 
those categories in 2019-20 either. 

Quantifying an individual's total defensive impact when he’s on the ice is 
far from an exact science, but the data available paints a pretty clear 
picture. When Hyman is on the ice, his team controls the play. They 
dominate offensively and are above average defensively. There just isn’t 
any available data to suggest Hyman is a driver of defensive success. 

The Oilers were a below-average defensive team last season, while the 
Maple Leafs finished inside the top-10 in expected goals against. Hyman 
is by no means a poor defensive player, however, he did benefit from 
playing on a strong possession team with linemates who are better 
defensive players than they get credit for. He will not have that same 
luxury playing in Edmonton’s top-six next season. 

FORECHECKING 

Former Maple Leafs head coach Mike Babcock once called Hyman “the 
best forechecker in hockey.” It took me a little while to figure out what he 
meant. Over the past few years, Hyman has not ranked anywhere close 
to the league leaders in the percentage of puck battles he wins in the 
offensive zone. More often than not, when Hyman engages in a puck 
battle he does not come out of it with the puck. However, he does 
engage in a ton of battles and there is inherent value in just being in the 
fight, something you never have to worry about with Hyman. 

Last season, Hyman ranked seventh in puck battle wins in the offensive 
zone, while also losing the sixth-most. In all three zones, Hyman 
averaged 12.8 puck battle wins per 60 minutes, 51st among 396 qualified 
forwards. His win percentage among the top 51 forwards in the league 
ranked 46th. 

While he may not come out of a battle with the puck as often as other 
forwards, being as involved as Hyman is in this area of the game 
provides several benefits to his team. It allows for teammates to engage 
in the battle and recover the puck. It disrupts breakouts and forces the 
opposition to spend more time and effort attempting to exit the defensive 
zone. It also forces opposing teams into mistakes. 

Former linemate Auston Matthews is another player who engages in, and 
wins, a lot of puck battles. Matthews is an under-appreciated forechecker 
who uses his large frame to push opponents off the puck. Matthews and 
Mitch Marner also have great defensive sticks -- both ranked top-25 in 
blocked passes in the offensive zone last season. 

Hyman’s willingness to battle on the boards along with Matthews' and 
Marner’s defensive instincts are what contributed to this line's ability to 
extend plays in the offensive zone, generate a large volume of offence, 
and ultimately produce a stellar expected goals for percentage. It wasn’t 
quite as simple as ‘Hyman does the dirty work while Matthews and 
Marner wait around to score goals.’ 

McDavid and Draisaitl are not nearly as disruptive away from the puck as 
Matthews and Marner. Regardless of who Hyman plays with, he will be 
counted on even more than he was in Toronto to be a disruptive force in 
the offensive zone. This shouldn't be a problem for Hyman, who, as I 
said, never shies away from a battle. 

If you’re an Oilers fan you will love what Hyman brings to the table night 
in and night out. He has top-six skill and a grinder's work ethic. Hyman’s 
current career-highs in goals and points sit at 21 and 41, respectively. 
Expect him to beat both of those totals next season. 
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TSN.CA / Sutter-ization of Flames continues with recent acquisitions 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Six months after Darryl Sutter took over as the Calgary Flames head 
coach, general manager Brad Treliving has started to Sutter-ize the 
roster. 

On the first day of Free Agent Frenzy, the Flames made one of the more 
surprising deals in the league by inking two-time Stanley Cup champion 
Blake Coleman to a six-year, $29.4 million deal. 

Coleman, a Plano, Texas, native, rose to prominence after the Tampa 
Bay Lightning acquired him in February 2020 from the New Jersey 
Devils. The 29-year-old forward went on to become part of one of the 
most effective “third lines” in recent memory with Yanni Gourde and 
Barclay Goodrow. 

Now, after what Coleman called a “fairytale” two years in south Florida, 
he heads north to the Texas of Canada to play for a team going through 
an identity shift following a nightmarish season. 

“I have a role that can slot up and down lineups,” Coleman told reporters 
on Wednesday. “That versatility is the attraction of my game. I’ve had 
some success on all four lines in my career. I’ve played with really high-
end skill and I’ve played with gritty forechecking lines.” 

Coleman’s championship pedigree will be a major boon to a Flames 
team undergoing a transition in leadership after losing captain Mark 
Giordano to the Seattle Kraken in the expansion draft. 

“Any time you go through a battle-hardened season, a battle-hardened 
playoff run, you’re going to pick up and learn things,” he said. 

“There are experiences from our first playoff run that I used in our 
second, and so on [that] I expect to carry on in my future…just the locker 
room, how to handle ups and downs in the playoffs. There’s so many 
momentum swings and I remember in my early playoff experiences just 
getting caught up in those and they can really get away from you [when 
you] go down a hill too far, just keeping that even keel, just really 
understanding how long a seven-game series really is.” 

“A lot of things attracted us to Blake,” Treliving said. 

“We look at Blake as a guy who, even though he’s turning 30 years old, 
he’s only had five full seasons in the league. We think there’s low 
mileage here.” 

While Sutter will ultimately determine the lines, Treliving made it clear 
that Coleman would get an opportunity to play a top-six role. 

On Wednesday, Treliving also added forward Trevor Lewis, who won two 
Stanley Cups with Sutter in Los Angeles and projects as a fourth-line 
penalty killer. 

“My versatility is a big part of my game,” Lewis said. “I can play left wing, 
right wing, centre, wherever they need me, and obviously big on the 
[penalty kill], just forecheck, try and get in there, and be a good two-way 
guy.” 

Treliving also acquired blueliner Nikita Zadorov from the Chicago 
Blackhawks, who right now slots in on the team’s second pairing, and 
goalie Daniel Vlader from Boston, who Treliving projects as Jacob 
Markstrom’s backup next season. He traded for forward Tyler Pitlick from 
the Seattle Kraken last week, too. 
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With those moves, the Flames should play a more physical, gritty, 
disciplined style, much to the appreciation of Sutter. All the skaters 
Treliving acquired are defensively responsible, competitive, and physical, 
providing an element sorely lacking from the team last season. Coleman 
and Lewis come with a combined four Stanley Cup rings and 140 playoff 
games. 

Work does remain for Treliving. The Flames can’t replace Giordano but 
still need a reliable, defensively responsible blueliner who can move the 
puck and play in a top-four role. They could also use more depth at 
forward and defence. 

Then there is the Johnny Gaudreau extension, with Treliving saying on 
Wednesday that there was nothing new to report on the star’s future with 
the organization. His limited no-trade clause kicked in on Wednesday, 
meaning the Flames can only trade him to five other teams before he 
becomes a free agent next July. 

Over the past two weeks the Flames appear to have found players that fit 
their new identity under Sutter. 

They’ll be hard to play against, finish their checks, block shots, and play 
low-event, defence-first hockey. 

Whether that identity includes No. 13 remains to be seen. 
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USA TODAY / Controversial Montreal Canadiens draft pick Logan 
Mailloux will be barred from training camp 

 

LORENZO REYES   | USA TODAY 

 

Montreal Canadiens owner Geoff Molson issued an open letter 
Wednesday about the team's controversial decision to draft Logan 
Mailloux, who apologized for taking and sharing an intimate photo of a 
woman, and said the defenseman would not be permitted to join the 
team for rookie camp and training camp. 

Molson, addressing the fans of the organization, apologized for the 
selection in the first round of Friday's draft. 

"I understand that you expect more from us and we let you down," 
Molson wrote in the letter. "The Montreal Canadiens are more than a 
hockey team. Logan's actions do not reflect the values of our 
organization and I apologize for the pain this selection has caused." 

Molson said that the Canadiens "do not minimize" what the victim has 
had to experience and that the team's selection of Mailloux was not 
intended to be disrespectful toward victims of similar offenses and that it 
was not intended to be an endorsement of a culture of violence against 
women. 

"No one, especially not an 18-year-old, should have to suffer through a 
traumatic experience like this," Molson wrote. "We are there to support 
her and her family and respect their privacy." 

Mailloux had asked that teams not to draft him. He was fined in Sweden 
and convicted for the incident, which Molson labeled in his letter a 
"serious transgression." 

In his letter, Molson then listed three actions that the Canadiens 
organization would undertake in light of the controversial selection. The 
first was a commitment to develop "a comprehensive plan to raise 
awareness and educate young men and young women about this serious 
issue." 

The second was a pledge to support Mailloux's desire to become a better 
person. 

Finally, Molson said that Mailloux would not be allowed to participate in 
the organization's rookie camp or main training camp. 

"Being a player in the NHL is a privilege that is earned — not a right that 
is granted," Molson wrote. "As the year progresses, we will reassess 
Logan's readiness to be part of our organization." 

Mailloux was criminally convicted in Sweden last year for taking and 
sharing the photo without consent. While playing for SK Lejon, a 
professional hockey team in Sweden, Mailloux took the photo and 
circulated it among several teammates. In December, he was issued a 
summary fine for offensive photography constituting an invasion of 
privacy and defamation. Mailloux, who is currently 18, was a minor at the 
time. The Daily Faceoff first reported the news of the incident.  

Prior to Montreal's drafting him, Mailloux's plan had been to play for the 
London Knights in the Ontario Hockey League next season so that NHL 
teams could "reassess" his character before the 2022 draft. Canadiens 
general manager Marc Bergevin, however, took him with the 31st overall 
pick on Friday. 

There was nothing preventing any team from drafting him. 

"The player remained eligible for selection," NHL deputy commissioner 
Bill Daly told USA TODAY Sports by email. "Montreal was free to do what 
it did." 

In a statement before the draft and in a news conference after his 
selection, Mailloux had said he regretted his actions and hoped that the 
victim felt his apologies were sincere. 

"We gave Logan a second chance but in doing so, we failed to properly 
assess the impact of our decision on the victim and on anyone who have 
suffered in similar circumstances," Molson wrote. "Once again, I want to 
apologize to everyone impacted by our decision.  

"I repeat, our actions will speak louder than our words. We will work to 
continue proving we are an organization this community and our fans can 
be proud of." 
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USA TODAY / NHL free agency 2021 live: Breaking down the deals and 
rumors on July 28 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

The NHL's offseason has been in overdrive since the Tampa Bay 
Lightning won the Stanley Cup. In a matter of one week, the Seattle 
Kraken filled out their roster in their expansion draft, the 32 NHL teams 
completed the entry draft ... and free agency will open (at noon ET 
today). 

It's very likely that many of USA TODAY Sports' top 25 unrestricted free 
agents will be signed to deals today.  

Meanwhile, one player who was atop many teams' lists, Gabriel 
Landeskog, reached a deal with the Avalanche after it seemed like he 
was destined to hit the open market. Landeskog will earn $56 million over 
eight years.  

Additionally, the Lightning continued their maneuvering by trading 
forward Tyler Johnson (and a second-round pick in 2023) to the 
Blackhawks for rights to defenseman Brent Seabrook, who will be put on 
long-term injured reserve.  

The reigning Vezina Trophy winner, Marc-Andre Fleury, was dealt to the 
Blackhawks in a deal that essentially just cleared off his $7 million salary 
from the books. The Blackhawks have also added Seth Jones this 
offseason. 

If that's not enough, Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin will be staying in 
Washington — on a five-year contract worth $9.5 million per season. 

Avalanche find a goalie 
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After losing free agent goalie Philipp Grubauer to the Kraken, the 
Avalanche went the trade route to find a replacement. They acquired 
Darcy Kuemper from the Coyotes for defenseman Conor Timmins, a 
2022 first-round pick and a conditional fourth-rounder. Kuemper's 
Coyotes stats (2.40 goals-against average, .920 save percentage) are 
similar to Grubauer's in his time in Colorado (2.38 .918). 

Vanecek returning 

With the Kraken signing Philipp Grubauer, expansion draft pick Vitek 
Vanecek was traded back to the Capitals for a third-round 2023 pick. 
He'll return to a tandem with Ilya Samsonov, who still needs to be signed. 

Ryan Getzlaf back for another year 

Getzlaf, 36, is returning for one year at a reported $4.5 million. He has 
spent his entire career with Anaheim, has been captain since 2010 and 
won a Stanley Cup in 2007. He is seven points shy of passing Teemu 
Selanne (988) for Anaheim’s all-time points record. 

Dougie Hamilton to Devils 

The Devils make it official: seven years, $63 million for Hamilton, the 
biggest name in the free agent market. New Jersey, which recently 
traded for Ryan Graves and signed goaltender Jonathan Bernier, will be 
able to improve their 27th-ranked defense. Hamilton's skills will also help 
them with their 26th-ranked offense. 

Hurricanes' new goalie tandem 

The Hurricanes entered free agency with no goaltenders under contract. 
Their new tandem will be former Maple Leafs goalie Frederik Andersen 
(two years, $9 million) and former Coyotes goalie Antti Raanta (two 
years, $4 million). Alex Nedeljkovic emerged as a rookie of the year 
finalist, but Carolina dealt him to the Red Wings. Petr Mrazek (Maple 
Leafs) and James Reimer (Sharks) signed elsewhere. Andersen and 
Raanta, who have had some strong seasons, are coming off injury-filled 
seasons. Andersen never won a playoff round in Toronto and Raanta has 
134 minutes of playoff experience.  

Goalie heads to Bruins 

Linus Ullmark, four years, $5M AAV in Boston@TSNHockey 
@TheAthletic 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) July 28, 2021 

Free agent goalie Tuukka Rask has a hip injury that will keep him out for 
months of the regular season and the tandem of Jeremy Swayman and 
Dan Vladar was inexperienced. Ullmark had a .917 save percentage last 
season with the NHL-worst Sabres and will slot in as the Bruins' No. 1 
goalie with Swayman as backup. Vladar was traded to the Flames for a 
third-round pick. The Bruins were busy, re-signing Mike Reilly and 
signing Nick Foligno and others. 

#NHLBruins Announce Free Agent Signings and Transactions: 
https://t.co/D9ThpqXCV5 pic.twitter.com/33RuB0R7nA 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) July 28, 2021 

Canadiens sign forward 

Confirming Mike Hoffman 3x$4.5 with Montreal 

— Andy Strickland (@andystrickland) July 28, 2021 

Hoffman is being brought in to replace the scoring of Tomas Tatar, who 
was allowed to head to free agency. He had 17 goals last season and 
averaged 28 goals a season from 2014-20. 

Brayden Point gets extension 

The two-time Stanley Cup champion Lightning will have a different look 
next season, but they made sure again to hang on to core players. 
Brayden Point received an eight-year, $76 million extension that kicks in 
after next season. He led the team in scoring last season and led the 
team with 14 playoff goals. 

Blue Jackets moves 

Sean Kuraly, an Ohio native, got a four-year, $10 million contract. He had 
spent his entire career with the Bruins. The Blue Jackets also signed 

defenseman Gavin Bayreuther, who they had lost in the expansion draft. 
Patrik Laine signed his $7.5 million qualifying offer. He'll still be a 
restricted free agent again next summer. Alternate captain Boone Jenner 
signed a four-year, $15 million extension. 

Canucks sign backup goalie 

The Canucks, who bought out the final year of Braden Holtby's contract, 
signed goalie Jaroslav Halak to a one-year contract. His salary is $1.5 
million, though he can earn another $1.5 million in performance bonuses. 
He'll back up Thatcher Demko. The Canucks also signed defensemen 
Luke Schenn (two years, $1.7 million) and Tucker Poolman (four years, 
$10 million). 

Wild sign defensemen 

Alex Goligoski, 35, got a one-year, $5 million contract. The Wild were in 
need of defensemen after losing Carson Soucy (expansion draft), Ryan 
Suter (buyout) and Ian Cole (free agency). The Wild later signed Dmitry 
Kulikov (two years, $4.5 million). 

Oilers sign defensemen 

Tyson Barrie, who signed a one-year, prove-it deal last season, re-signs 
with the Oilers for three years, $13.5 million. The Oilers also signed shot-
blocking defenseman Cody Ceci (four years, $13 million). They dealt 
defenseman Ethan Bear to the Hurricanes for winger Warren Foegele. 

Hurricanes sign DeAngelo 

Defenseman Anthony DeAngelo (one year, $1 million) has high-end skill 
but also has issues. The Rangers put him on waivers and told him to stay 
away after a reported altercation with goalie Alexandar Georgiev. New 
York bought him out this summer. But Hurricanes general manager Don 
Waddell said, “We’ve done a lot of background work on this player and 
we are confident that he can be a positive addition to our group.” The 
Hurricanes also signed defenseman Ian Cole for one year. 

Kraken find goals 

The Kraken reached terms with forward Jaden Schwartz (five years, 
$27.5 million) and Alexander Wennberg (three years, $13.5 million). 
Schwartz is coming off a tough season, but he is a four-time 20-goal 
scorer. Wennberg had a career-best 17 goals last season. 

Kings land defensive forward 

Phillip Danault is signed for $33 million over six years. He was 
impressive in the Canadiens' playoff run, shutting down star players in 
the first three rounds.  

Kraken land big-name goalie 

Grubauer to SEA 6x$5.9M 

— Elliotte Friedman (@FriedgeHNIC) July 28, 2021 

The Vezina Trophy finalist went from Stanley Cup favorite Colorado to an 
expansion team. But this gives Seattle an impressive tandem of 
Grubauer and Chris Driedger. If the Kraken want, they can trade 
expansion draft pickup Vitek Vanecek for assets. The Avalanche will 
have to scramble for a No. 1 goalie with most of the big names already 
moved. 

Coleman to Flames 

Back-to-back Stanley Cup champion Blake Coleman is headed to 
Calgary for $29.4 million over six years, according to the Associated 
Press. The gritty forward has had three 20-goal seasons. The Lightning's 
highly effective third line is now in three different places. Yanni Gourde 
was taken in the Kraken expansion draft and Barclay Goodrow was 
traded to and signed by the Rangers. 

Yandle to Flyers 

Keith Yandle, who was bought out by the Panthers, signed a one-year, 
$900,000 deal. He's the reigning iron man and needs 43 games to break 
Doug Jarvis' NHL record (964 games). He's flawed on the defensive side 
of the game, but can help a power play. 

Hamilton to Devils? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 29, 2021 

 

Doug Hamilton done deal with @NJDevils 7 years north of 60m. #jackpot 
@Line_Movement @littlebuddhaco @NHL #signingseason 

— Nick Kypreos (@RealKyper) July 28, 2021 

The Devils appear to land the top free agent and he'll become the No. 1 
defenseman on a team that has promising young players but finished 
with the third-worst record last season. Nothing officially announced yet, 
but the Devils did say they signed goalie Jonathan Bernier to a two-year, 
$8.25 million contract. 

Rangers sign rugged defenseman 

Jarred Tinordi to NYR, 2 x $900K 

— Bob McKenzie (@TSNBobMcKenzie) July 28, 2021 

The Rangers continued their bid to add size and physical play by signing 
Tinordi. The Rangers have been trying to get more physical players after 
an incident with Tom Wilson last season. Tinordi, who played for the 
Bruins, had fought Wilson after his hit on Brandon Carlo. The Rangers 
also signed 6-3 defenseman Patrik Nemeth and traded for wingers 
Barclay Goodrow and Sammy Blais. 

Golden Knights moves 

Free agent defenseman Alec Martinez is staying in a three-year, $15.75 
million deal. They also got their backup goalie after trading Marc-Andre 
Fleury, signing Laurent Brossoit. Brossoit backed up Connor Hellebuyck 
in Winnipeg. 

Flyers add goalie 

Martin Jones to PHI 

— Elliotte Friedman (@FriedgeHNIC) July 28, 2021 

Martin Jones will back up Carter Hart on the Flyers. Both are coming off 
tough seasons. 

Canadiens sign defenseman 

David Savard 4x$3.5M in MON 

— Elliotte Friedman (@FriedgeHNIC) July 28, 2021 

Savard goes from the Lightning to the team that they beat in the Stanley 
Cup Final. The shutdown defenseman can help the Canadiens overcome 
the loss of Shea Weber on the defensive end. The Montreal captain is 
expected to miss the season and might be done for his career because 
of injuries. 

Blackhawks trade defenseman 

With Seth Jones on board, the Blackhawks dealt rugged defenseman 
Nikita Zadorov to the Flames for a third-round pick. 

Stars sign defenseman, goalie 

Ryan Suter is heading to Dallas for $14.6 million over four years. He was 
bought out by the Wild. The Stars lost Jamie Oleksiak in the expansion 
draft, so Suter will take his roster spot, even though they play different 
styles. He joins a talented blue line that includes John Klingberg and Miro 
Heiskanen. 

The Stars also signed goaltender Braden Holtby to a one-year, $2 
million. Holtby was bought out after struggling in Vancouver, but he did 
win a Vezina Trophy and Stanley Cup with the Capitals. 

Golden Knights acquire scoring winger 

Source: Golden Knights are sending Nick Holden and a draft pick to 
Ottawa in exchange for Evgeni Dadonov. https://t.co/qbhchrEhtP 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) July 28, 2021 

Dadonov, 32, notched 13 goals and 20 points in 55 games last year, but 
he does have three consecutive 25-goal seasons before that in a full 
season. Thus continues the Golden Knights' trend of building around the 
wings, even if their centers aren't necessarily considered elite. Dadonov 
has two years left on his contract at $5 million per season. 

Oilers get valuable piece 

But did they overpay? Zach Hyman had 15 goals and 33 points in 43 
games last season, though he has never topped more than 21 goals and 
41 points in a full season, and he is also 29 years old. His best years are 
likely behind him. 

 But gritty players with offensive skill and a max-effort style are coveted 
by teams these days. 

Hyman signing in Edmonton will be 7 years, $5.5 mil aav. Some bonus 
structure included. No move clause for first 5 years and modified no 
move in last two years. 

— Darren Dreger (@DarrenDreger) July 28, 2021 

Maple Leafs get a goalie 

Sounds like Petr Mrazek is expected to join the #Leafs on a three-year 
deal in the $3.8 million AAV neighborhood.@DFOHockey @Sportsnet 

— Frank Seravalli (@frank_seravalli) July 28, 2021 

Frederik Andersen is an unrestricted free agent, and even with Jack 
Campbell seemingly assuming the No. 1 role, the team needed a backup 
with experience. 
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