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Hurricanes finally got the goalie they wanted — 11 years later  

By Chip Alexander  

When the Carolina Hurricanes drafted goalie Frederik 
Andersen in 2010, it was a long shot. Call it a final-round 
flier. 

Andersen, playing for Denmark’s national team, had caught 
Canes scouts ‘ eyes in the 2010 IIHF World Championship, 
especially in beating Finland. He was 20 years old, big in net 
at 6-foot-4 and 220 pounds, and with good mobility and 
instincts. 

The Canes had one pick left, in the seventh round, No. 187. 
Why not Andersen? 

Flash forward 11 years. Andersen never signed, never 
played for the Hurricanes. His hockey path has taken him 
from the Anaheim Ducks to the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
now, intriguingly, in a circle-of-life thing, finally to the 
Hurricanes. 

Andersen, who has 226 career wins in the NHL, signed a 
two-year, free-agent contract Wednesday with the Canes 
that will pay him $4.5 million a year. Also signed was veteran 
goalie Antii Raanta, who also received a two-year deal for $2 
million a year. 

Andersen, like Raanta, believes it will be a good fit, saying 
the Canes have a “really good team, a really good culture.” 
Which begs the question: Why not in 2010? 

“Way back when I was drafted we were trying to get 
something done, but looking at (goalie) Cam Ward being 
there for a number of years and being No. 1, it was a pretty 
busy net there,” Andersen said Thursday on a media call. 
“Me and my agents talked about going back and seeing what 
the draft could do and maybe end up in a place where the 
chance of playing and having a good career would be a little 
more possible. 

“That was kind of our little gamble and the way we saw it, it 
was never about not playing in Carolina or anything like that. 
It was more the net was pretty busy. That was obviously a 
very different career path, looking back, but I thought it was 
the right move at the time and obviously I’ve had a good 
career so far.” 

Andersen spent three years with the Ducks, who also had a 
busy net, then the past five with the Maple Leafs. He started 
60 or more games in three consecutive seasons for the 
Leafs beginning in 2016-17, and 52 in the 2019-20 season 
before it was shut down because of the pandemic. 

Jim Rutherford, the Canes’ former general manager, was 
irked over Andersen not signing after first being drafted. The 
goalie did come to Raleigh in the summer of 2011 to attend 
the Canes’ prospects development camp but would not 
agree to a contract. 

Andersen spent two productive seasons in the Swedish 
Hockey League. He changed agents, going with Ritch 
Winter, whose clients included goalie Dominik Hasek. He 
also announced he would re-enter the NHL Entry Draft in 
2012. 

Rutherford issued a statement then: “We tried to sign 
Frederik to a contract, and made him aware that we felt there 
was an opportunity here for him to earn one of our two NHL 
spots during training camp. We are very disappointed that he 
chose not to join our organization. Prior to him changing his 
agent, we had every indication that he was very interested in 
being a part of the Carolina Hurricanes.” 

Ward was the Canes’ established No. 1 goalie. But the 
Canes, by 2012, had gone through backup goalies such as 
Brian Boucher and Justin Peters. Ward had been injured and 
missed games. The opportunity was there to contend for a 
roster spot had Andersen signed. 

Andersen was drafted by the Ducks in the third round in 
2012. Unable to crack their roster, he put in a season in the 
American Hockey League with the Norfolk Admirals as Jonas 
Hiller and Viktor Fasth split the Ducks net during the lockout-
shortened NHL season of 2012-13. 

Andersen was in the NHL the next season, playing 28 games 
for the Ducks. Anaheim, with Andersen and John Gibson in 
net, then won the Pacific Division in 2014-15 and reached 
the Western Conference finals before losing the Chicago 
Blackhawks — Raanta then a member of the Blackhawks. 

Traded to the Leafs in 2016, Andersen signed a five-year 
extension. He had stretches of outstanding play, at times as 
good as any goalie in the league, and then periods of spotty 
outings that did not play well in the media cauldron that is the 
Toronto market.  

A lack of playoff success with the Leafs also stung but 
Andersen prefers to remember the good times in Toronto, 
saying Thursday, “Looking back, I have some great 
memories. A real good experience.” 

The 2020-21 season wasn’t so good for Andersen: a 13-8-3 
record, 2.96 goals-against average and .895 save 
percentage. He has a career 2.65 GAA and .915 save 
percentage. 

Andersen said the Leafs let him know they would move in a 
different direction after the season, saying, “No hard feelings 
there.” In an odd twist, Toronto signed former Canes goalie 
Petr Mrazek in free agency. 

The Canes wanted a new look in net next season. Andersen 
and Raanta will give it to them. 

“I want to prepare and get back to the level I know I can play 
at,” Andersen said. “I think last year was a difficult year for 
me personally. Dealing with some injuries, I wasn’t able to 
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play the way I wanted to. I definitely feel very motivated to 
get back to that level again.” 

Canes sign Smith 

The Canes announced Thursday that veteran Brendan Smith 
had been signed to a one-year, $800,000 contract. 

Smith, 32, played 48 games with the New York Rangers in 
2020-21 and has played 526 career games with New York 
and Detroit.

 

 

Hurricanes bank on bounce-back years from new goalies Andersen, Raanta 

Carolina overhauled its net, letting its three goalies from a 
year ago move on and opting for two veterans 

By Cory Lavalette 

They say two’s company, three’s a crowd. 

And so it seemed to be with the Hurricanes, who said 
goodbye to last season’s goaltending trio of Petr Mrazek, 
Alex Nedeljkovic and James Reimer and welcomed the new 
tandem of Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta in their place 
on Wednesday at the opening of free agency. 

While 318 career wins left with the departure of last year’s 
netminders, the new goaltending duo has totaled 319 — with 
nearly 70 fewer losses. 

Carolina hopes it’s an upgrade, one that can push them 
deeper in the playoffs and to a Stanley Cup. 

In Andersen, the Hurricanes get a goalie who has twice 
received votes for the Vezina Trophy, including a fourth-
place finish in 2018. Furthermore, since entering the league 
in 2013-14, only four goalies — Braden Holtby, Marc-Andre 
Fleury, Tuukka Rask and Sergei Bobrovsky — have more 
wins than Andersen’s 226. 

But the bright lights and constant criticism that Andersen 
faced in Toronto the last five years tarnished what are 
otherwise great career numbers over eight NHL seasons: a 
226-100-48 record, .915 save percentage and 2.65 goals-
against average. He stumbled the past two seasons with the 
Maple Leafs, falling all the way to an. 895 save percentage 
this year and losing the starting job to journeyman Jack 
Campbell. 

“I think last year was a difficult year personally,” Andersen 
said Thursday in a call with the media, “and dealing with 
some injuries, I wasn’t able to play the way I wanted to. I 
definitely feel very motivated to get back to that level again.” 

The Hurricanes are of course familiar with Andersen, who 
was a 2010 seventh-round pick by the team in the same year 
it also selected Jeff Skinner and Justin Faulk. 

But Andersen never signed with Carolina, saying Thursday 
that the team’s “busy net” featuring Cam Ward didn’t present 

a path for him to reach the NHL. He opted to reenter the draft 
in 2012 instead and was selected by Anaheim in the third 
round. 

“It wasn’t ever about not playing in Carolina or anything like 
that,” Andersen said. “It was more that the net was, like I 
said, pretty busy, so that was obviously very different career 
paths looking back. But I thought it was the right move at the 
time and, obviously, I’ve had a good career so far.” 

Eleven years later — on a two-year deal with an average 
salary of $4.5 million — he’ll have a clear path to the No. 1 
job in Raleigh. 

The one person who could stand in his way is Raanta — if 
he can stay healthy. 

The 32-year-old — who checks in at 6 feet compared to 
Andersen’s 6-foot-4 — has always been a sound positional 
goalie with the talent to be one of the top goalies in the 
world. But a string of injuries limited him to just 12 games this 
past season in Arizona. 

“I feel like it’s just been like this snowball has been rolling in 
the wrong direction for a little bit now,” Raanta said in his call 
with the media Thursday. 

When Raanta gets rolling the right way, however, he can be 
dominant. 

His best season was in 2017-18, his first in Arizona. After 
struggling through the first three months of the year following 
a trade from the Rangers (he was part of a deal that sent 
Tony DeAngelo, who also signed with Carolina Wednesday, 
to New York), he went on a tear the rest of the way and was 
16-6-4 with a .936 save percentage for a team that finished 
with the third-worst record in the league. 

He has struggled to get back to that level in recent years. 

“I’ve been playing a little bit differently, or at least it feels like 
that,” Raanta said. “So hopefully I can get that confidence 
back and trust myself and make the saves whenever I need 
to.” 
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Raanta — who will make an average of $2 million a year 
over the next two seasons — said playing behind a team 
with Stanley Cup aspirations should help him regain form. 

“When I when I heard that Carolina was interested, it was 
kind of a pretty easy decision to get the deal done,” he said. 

He said he’s tried different offseason training methods in an 
effort to stay healthy and hopes to shake off his injury 
struggles. 

“If you think about the injuries all the time, then something 
will hurt for sure,” he said. “That’s in your mind. So I just try 
to try to block those memories and get a fresh new start 
now.” 

And if all else fails? 

“Work hard and have fun. I think those are the two big things 
for a goalie.”

 

 

 

Gold: Canes' free agency moves a mixed bag 

By Adam Gold 

I told you day one of unrestricted free agency would be wild. 

To be honest, however, it exceeded anything I would have 
imagined. The Hurricanes added three defensemen, two 
goaltenders, and brought back one of their captains in a 
frenzied day that saw more than $400 million spent on 
almost 100 free players. 

There was some good, some indifferent and some bad for 
the Canes today, so let’s run down the events in that order. 
And, it’s also noteworthy that they’re still about $14 million 
under the salary cap so even after paying Andrei Svechnikov 
there’s room for more line up changes. 

Count me in…. 

The Hurricanes traded Warren Foegele to the Edmonton 
Oilers for 24-year old defenseman Ethan Bear (132 gp, 8g 
33p).  

Foegele’s production has progressed over his first three 
years in the NHL, but I’m not sure his effectiveness rose with 
it. He has the tools, and could do with a bit of a mean streak 
on the ice. If that ever happens this could be one the front 
office will regret. 

Bear is a young, offensively-minded, right-shot defenseman 
with a high compete level and a big frame for someone who 
is just 5’11”. His ice time dipped from 22 to 18 minutes per 
game last year, but he was still logging top four minutes for 
the Oilers last year. 

A young, NHL-ready, right shot blueliner? Yeah, sign me up 
for this all day long. 

The Hurricanes resigned forward Jordan Martinook to a 3-
year deal worth $1.8 million per season. 

Nothing fancy here, sort of like the player. The salary is $1.8 
million in all three years, but when healthy, Martinook is what 
the Hurricanes are all about. He’s energy, leadership, 
sandpaper and all of the elements that add up to a winning 
hockey team. He’s a 4th line player, but in short bursts can 
dot the top 6 to add a jolt of aggression into the mix. 

For my money, a player you need, a tone-setter. That’s why 
he’s part of the leadership. 

The Hurricanes signed unrestricted free agent defenseman 
defenseman Ian Cole to a 1 year deal worth $2.9 million. 

A defensive-minded defenseman who can play with a 
physical edge? Wait, with 96 games of playoff experience? 
For one year? Where do I sign? 

Meh, but we’ll see… 

The Hurricanes signed Frederik Andersen to a free agent 
contract worth $9 million over two years. 

Andersen is the “big goalie” (6’4”, 230 lbs) that the 
Hurricanes have been looking for since the realized that 
Scott Darling wasn’t the answer to any conceivable question. 
My conversations with the organization over the last few 
years tell me that this is a player they’ve had their eye on for 
a long time and went hard after him even coming off a pair of 
suspect seasons. 

Originally drafted -- but not signed -- by the Hurricanes, 
Andersen fought injuries and confidence a year ago, and 
was a back up to Jack Campbell in the playoffs in May. He 
never won a playoff series with the Maple Leafs, though did 
backstop the Ducks to the Conference Finals in 2015 before 
losing in seven games to the eventual Stanley Cup 
Champion Blackhawks. On the plus side is that we’re only a 
few years removed from Freddie getting Vezina Trophy votes 
where he finished as high as fourth in 2018. 

One thing is certain, if healthy and confident, he can carry a 
large workload as he averaged 64 starts a year in the three 
seasons prior to the shutdown. He’s definitely bigger, but I’m 
not sure he’s better than Petr Mrazek, who, oddly enough, 
got a 3-year commitment from Toronto. 

Over the last two seasons Mrazek’s slash line (goals against 
average/save percentage/goals saved above average) are 
slightly better .909/2.55/-0.4 vs .905/2.89/-8.3 albeit in 25 
fewer starts than Andersen. This is a case of how much was 
it the defensive play in front of the goalie versus how much 
was the goalie. Time will tell. 
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The Hurricanes signed free agent goalie Antti Raanta to a 2-
year, $4 million contract.  

He’s had injury issues in the past, but Raanta should be 
good support for Andersen. A career .919 save percentage 
on some, well, less-than-spectacular teams isn’t a bad place 
to start. His best year was in Arizona in 2017-18 when he 
started a career-best 46 times. That year he posted a gaudy 
.930 SV% with a 2.24 GAA and a 24.8 GSAA. 

The downside is that he’s never started a playoff game in his 
career, though if Andersen stays healthy and plays well, it’s 
unlikely he’d have to for the Canes. 

Both goalies will be 32 years old by opening night and they 
each arrive with some questions when it comes to health and 
the postseason. This is a jury-won’t-come-in-until-we-see-
them-all-play situation, though it feels a bit like an exchange 
of deck chairs to me. 

Yeah, miss me with this… 

The Hurricanes signed defenseman Tony DeAngelo to a 1-
year, $1 million contract as an unrestricted free agent. 

Note: DeAngelo was bought out of the final year of his $5.3 
million salary by the Rangers. This, on the heels of being 
sent home just 6 games into last season. 

Tony DeAngelo is a talented offensive player with an 
apparent allergy to playing defense. And, considering that 
he’s a defenseman, that could prove problematic. But, make 
no mistake, Tony flashes exceptional offensive skill and can 
run a power play. 

That’s why he’s here. 

That’s why the Hurricanes convinced themselves that their 
culture was strong enough to stand up to anything that might 
happen in the way of divisive behavior that might develop as 
obviously happened in New York. I wrote about this earlier 
this week, teams just don’t give away high-end offensive 
talent for nothing unless there are underlying issues. And, in 
the case of DeAngelo, those issues are well-documented 
and numerous. 

At $1 million for just a year, however, the Canes are making 
the judgement that it’s a low-risk move. In terms of the on-ice 
product, they’re probably correct. But, there is zero doubt 
that they’ve compromised their standards in order to make 
this happen. Hockey is a game built on character, trust and 
work-ethic. We’ll find out what Tony is all about this year. 
But, I’ll disagree with the notion that this is a low-risk move.  I 
think it’s already done damage. 

However, that’s not the worst thing that happened to the 
Hurricanes yesterday. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins signed forward Brock McGinn to a 
4 year/$11 million contract as an unrestricted free agent. 

McGinn, a second round draft pick in 2012, had spent his 
entire career with the Hurricanes. He’s played 345 games, 
scoring 51 goals and amassing 106 points. Those are 4th 
line numbers. His career high for goals happened four years 
ago when he scored 16. That was one of just two NHL 
seasons where he registered double-digit markers, although 
he did have 8 goals in 37 games last season. 

But, if you think that McGinn is just a 4th line winger, one 
easily replaced by a Josh Leivo, then you’re not paying close 
enough attention. McGinn is a valuable piece -- sorry WAS a 
valuable piece -- of the Hurricanes’ turnaround under 
Brind’Amour. He is -- again, was -- the best penalty-killing, 
shot-blocking forward on the roster. Until last year he was 
their toughest player, battling through obvious injuries to not 
miss a game over almost a three year stretch. 

Brock is useful up and down the line up. Tenacious enough 
to find himself skating on a top line with Sebastian Aho and 
Justin Williams in double overtime in game 7 in Washington 
back in the day. Opportunistic and clutch enough to score 
three times in the Canes’ surprisingly difficult series win over 
the Predators this spring. 

A contract that pays McGinn $2.75 million a year for a high-
character (there’s that word again), reliable, versatile player, 
one that embodies the culture of the Hurricanes, should have 
been a no-brainer no matter what the Excel spreadsheet 
said. 4 x $2.75 million should have been a contract to keep 
him, not lose him. As one team source said to me 
Wednesday night, “I’m sick about Brock”. 

What’s worse is that you’ll have to deal with him four times a 
year because Brock stayed in the Metropolitan Division. Of 
all that transpired Wednesday -- and with the full 
understanding that there’s more to come -- seeing McGinn 
skate off to the Penguins was the low point. 

No doubt that there’s more coming, remember Andrei 
Svechnikov still needs a contract. Also, the Canes have been 
linked to forwards Brandon Saad who is a long shot to return 
to Colorado. There’s also still the chance that the Hurricanes 
might make a play for disgruntled Blues forward Vladamir 
Tarasenko. 

Overall, Wednesday was a day in which the culture and 
standards of the Hurricanes took a step in the wrong 
direction. How far won’t be known for months.
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Lea: Deangelo's words on his past ring hollow 

By Chris Lea 

One of the draws of the Carolina Hurricanes is the hard work 
and great character of their head coach and players, and 
how it feels like a family on the ice and not just a collection of 
guys. So when the 'Canes signed Defenseman Tony 
Deangelo, someone who has been accused of using racial 
slurs toward a former teammate in the past, it made some 
fans question their loyalty to the franchise. 

I spoke with one fan, Scott Youngblood, who said he wanted 
a refund on his season tickets and doesn't see him 
supporting the organization until Deangelo is no longer 
signed. Deangelo himself says he's learned his lesson and 
has grown from it. This whole situation made me think about 
a certain time in my life. 

Let's take a trip back in time. 1996 in Colfax, North Carolina, 
right outside of High Point where I grew up. 

It was the summer before my 5th grade year and my mom 
enrolled my younger sister and I in a summer day camp to 
occupy us while her and my dad were working during the 
day. 

My sister and I were maybe 2 of 5 total Black children out of 
maybe 115 kids. That was nothing new to us growing up in a 
predominantly white neighborhood and also attending a 
predominantly white school. But then, something happened 
that I had never experienced, and something I thought wasn't 
even possible in the 90's. 

I was called the N-word by a fellow camper. 

Why? 

We were playing dodgeball. Both of us were on the same 
team going for the same loose ball, running at an angle 
where we didn't see each other. We collided and it hurt. Bad. 
My first instinct was that this was an accident. 'I didn't see 
him, maybe he didn't see me,' I thought. 

Then he said it. Kids laughed. 

My mom grew up in Danville, Virginia and my dad wasn't too 
far away in Yanceyville, North Carolina. They were about 8 
or 9 when schools were integrated in their areas, where they 
would also hear racial slurs and endure other problems 
rooted in racism. 

Back in Colfax, I was 10 years old, and somehow colliding 
full speed with someone else didn't hurt as much as feeling 
like I went through just a piece of what my parents went 
through in the late 60's, but in the mid-90's. 

I wept. Hard. I always thought if that happened to me, I'd 
defend myself physically. But when the moment happened, I 
just couldn't believe that someone I got along with decided to 
yell that at me over an accident that wasn't anyone's fault. 

He didn't get in trouble with counselors because "it was in 
the heat of the moment" and "kids will be kids." 

A few days before that something else happened. I was 
sitting next to a girl I had befriended in the gym. On the other 

side, another boy sat next to her and said, "Why are you 
sitting next to him? He's black." 

Those are scars that I will wear forever, but scars no one can 
see when they look at me. I never felt so low as a person 
over something I couldn't control, which is my skin color. I 
had thought that racism died as my parents were becoming 
preteens. Little did I know, that summer would kick off the 
first of many overt forms of racism I'd face in my life, 
although covert racism happens more frequently (this will be 
important later). 

Fast forward to July 28th, 2021 when the Carolina 
Hurricanes signed Deangelo. When he was asked about his 
transgressions he said it happened, "in the heat of the 
moment", and that he's grown from it. 

Excuse me while I sigh. 

One of the best lessons I've learned in my life is to not even 
begin to form thoughts of hate because it will come out "in 
the heat of the moment". Although I'm not sure Deangelo, or 
the 'Canes, have done anything to reassure fans that 
Deangelo is not the same person that could spew racial 
slurs, I am sure that at some point in his life, Deangelo said 
those same slurs in his head, or in 'safe spaces', before he 
ever said it to that teammate. If we're honest with ourselves, 
we know that's how it works. Everyone has said things they 
don't mean, but everyone has said those things to 
themselves before it was said out loud. 

So Deangelo saying he's moved forward and he's learned 
from those mistakes rings hollow, unless he comes to 
Raleigh and is perfect. Literally, he has to be perfect. And 
even then, I'm not sure if he'll live that down. 

I'm not sure what ever happened with the boy who called me 
that word since my mom pulled my sister and I out of that 
camp after the incident, but I'm not sure he ever truly learned 
his lesson. He may have just learned to not say "that word" 
out loud. Which doesn't fix the problem, because he may still 
feel that way silently everyday. 

That's why fans are upset with the Deangelo signing. He can 
say the right things, he can go to counseling, he can do all 
the great PR moves. But did he learn to not be racist or did 
he learn to be silent in his racism? Only time will tell. 

I don't blame hockey fans for being upset with this signing. 
Tony Deangelo verbalized his racism. But I'll leave you 
something to think about: How many out there are supporting 
him in silence because they know not to verbalize their hate 
and feel bad for Deangelo? And, how does that silent racism 
alienate fans, teammates, staff, etc of other races who know 
they're getting treated differently, but they don't have a 'word' 
to point to? 

Oddly enough, I guess it took a few of the right words for him 
to find a job in the NHL. 

Words ring hollow. I, along with a few others, will be looking 
at Deangelo's actions because it may give us insight into his 
thoughts.
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Canes Ink Six on First Day of Free Agency 

Hurricanes sign two goalies, two defensemen, two forwards 

RALEIGH, NC - At the outset of the offseason, the Carolina 
Hurricanes knew there would be gaps to fill. With several 
players becoming unrestricted free agents, it was no secret 
the team would see current players hit the open market. 
However, with departed players comes fresh faces, and the 
Canes were busy on the first day of free agency, welcoming 
six players to the organization via free agency, re-signing a 
fan favorite, and trading for a defenseman.  

Let's break down all the transactions that affected the Canes 
on Day One of free agency. 

Free Agent Signings: 
G Frederik Andersen - 2 years, $4.5M AAV 
Andersen, 31, has registered a 226-100-48 record in 393 
career NHL games with Anaheim and Toronto. While with 
the Maple Leafs in 2019-20, Andersen was chosen to 
represent the Atlantic Division at the 2020 NHL All-Star 
Game. The 6'4", 229-pound netminder also won the William 
Jennings Trophy alongside John Gibson in 2015-16, earning 
a 22-9-7 record, 2.30 goals-against average, .919 save 
percentage and three shutouts in 43 games. 

G Annti Raanta - 2 years, $2M AAV 
Raanta, 32, earned a 5-5-2 record, 3.36 goals-against 
average and .905 save percentage in 12 appearances for the 
Arizona Coyotes last season. In four seasons with Arizona 
from 2017-21, he posted a 46-42-11 record, 2.57 goals-
against average, .921 save percentage and five shutouts. 

D Ian Cole - 1 year, $2.9M contract 
Cole, 32, skated in two games with Colorado last season 
before being traded to Minnesota. He then recorded eight 
points (1g, 7a) in 52 games during the regular season and 
played seven playoff games with the Wild. 

D Tony DeAngelo - 1 year, $1M contract 
DeAngelo, 25, has posted 106 points (24g, 82a) in 206 
career NHL games with the Rangers and Coyotes. The 
5'11", 180-pound blueliner registered career-highs in goals 
(15), assists (38), points (53), plus/minus (+12) and games 
played (68) during the shortened 2019-20 regular season. 

F Josh Leivo - 1 year, $750K contract 
Leivo, 28, completed his eighth NHL season in 2020-21, 
posting nine points (6g, 3a) in 38 games with the Calgary 
Flames. In 2019-20, the 6'2", 192-pound forward tallied a 
career-high 19 points (7g, 12a) in 36 games with the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

F CJ Smith - 1 year, 2-way contract 
Smith, 26, has played 14 career NHL games with the Buffalo 
Sabres, posting three points (2g, 1a). The 5'11", 183-pound 
forward has registered 13 points (4g, 9a) in 15 AHL games 
with Rochester in 2020-21 and has recorded 142 points 
(61g, 81a) in 184 career AHL games with the Americans. 

Re-Signing: 
F Jordan Martinook - 3 years, $1.8M AAV 
Martinook, 29, recorded 13 points (4g, 9a) in 44 games 
during the regular season and added three assists in 11 
playoff games with the Hurricanes in 2020-21. The 6'1", 204-
pound forward ranked fifth on the team with 90 hits last 
season and ranks second on the team in hits since 2018-19. 

Trade: 
Canes Receive: D Ethan Bear 
Oilers Receive: F Warren Foegele 
Bear, 24, registered eight points (2g, 6a) in 43 games with 
the Oilers in 2020-21. The 5'11", 197-pound blueliner has 
tallied 33 points (8g, 25a) in 132 career NHL games, all with 
Edmonton. He skated in 89 American Hockey League games 
over two seasons with Bakersfield from 2017-19, earning 49 
points (12g, 37a). 

2020-2021 Hurricanes on the Move: 
G Petr Mrazek - signed a three-year contract with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
G James Reimer - signed a two-year contract with the San 
Jose Sharks 
D Dougie Hamilton - signed a seven-year contract with the 
New Jersey Devils 
F Brock McGinn - signed a four-year contract with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 
F Cedric Paquette - signed a one-year contract with the 
Montreal Canadiens
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Quotebook: Andersen On Signing With Canes 

Netminder meets with media after signing with Carolina. 

RALEIGH, NC - Goaltender Frederik Andersen met with the 
media on Thursday to discuss his decision to join the 
Carolina Hurricanes, the team that orignally drafted him in 
2010. Andersen, 31, has since registered a 226-100-48 
record in 393 career NHL games with Anaheim and Toronto. 
The veteran netminder cited culture and opportunity as the 
deciding factor in joining the team.  

On finally joining the Hurricanes after getting originally 
drafted by the team in 2010:  

"Way back when I was drafted obviously, I think we were 
trying to get something done, but looking at Cam Ward being 
there for a number of years and being kind of solidified as 
the number one in a pretty busy net there, me and my agents 
talked about going back and seeing what the draft could do, 
and maybe end up in a place where the chance of playing 
and having a good career would be possible. That was kind 
of our little gamble and the way we saw it, it wasn't ever 
about not playing in Carolina or anything like that - it was 
more that the net was pretty busy, so that was obviously a 
very different career path looking back, but I thought it was 
the right move at the time and obviously I've had a good 
career so far."  

On how he feels about his game heading into this season 
and how he landed on the Canes in free agency:  

"They were really interested from what I heard, they had a 
really good team and really good culture. With that part, I'm 
really excited that they were interested in me and obviously I 
want to prepare and get back to the level I know I can play 
at. Last year was a difficult year personally, and dealing with 
some injuries I wasn't able to play the way I wanted to. I feel 
very motivated to get back to that level again."  

On if he's spoken with any of his new teammates in Carolina 
yet:  

"I talked to Jake Gardiner a little bit, knowing him from 
Toronto as well as Josh Leivo. That's exciting too - having 
some people I know already. I had some texts here and 
there with some of the guys. I've been able to speak to 
management and coaching staff. The last couple of days 
have been really busy, so just trying to catch up with all that 
and start getting to know some of the new teammates. 

On relationship he hopes for with fellow new Hurricane 
goalie Antti Raanta: 

"I don't know him personally yet, but looking forward to. To 
touch on the relationship you need to have, I think you have 
to have a good healthy level of competitiveness, so you are 
able to help each other to get the best out of both goalies is 
really important. Having a good friendship off the ice is really 
good, and like I said before, having that competitive edge 
and trying to help your team when it's your chance in the net 
is important, so I'm looking forward to building that as well as 
the relationship with the rest of my teammates." 

On the deciding factor to come to Raleigh:  

"The deciding factor was mostly just the culture that is being 
built there, that's what Jake Gardiner's emphasis was on. 
The culture from the coaching staff and down I think is really 
good and they've had good years previously and are building 
to keep trying to build towards something that can compete 
for a cup. I think that's really important. Jake had really good 
things to say about living in North Carolina and he was pretty 
sure I would feel really comfortable there, so those were 
some of the main things that he had to say."
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Carolina Hurricanes replenish defense with controversial veteran Tony DeAngelo on one-
year deal 

By Greg Wyshynski 

The Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday defended the 
signing of controversial defenseman Tony DeAngelo, after 
facing backlash from fans. 

The Hurricanes signed the puck-moving defenseman to a 
one-year, $1 million free-agent contract on a busy day for the 
franchise. 

"We did our research on who this person is, beyond what the 
perception of him (is). There's no doubt that he has made 
mistakes," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. 
"We acknowledged that and, more importantly, he 
recognizes that he's made mistakes and he knows he's got 
to continue to work and grow as a person." 

DeAngelo, 25, was bought out of the last year of his contract 
by the New York Rangers earlier this month. They kicked 
him off their team after six games last season due to his 
disruptive behavior, which included a physical altercation 
with goaltender Alexandar Georgiev after a game. 

"I think as you get older and more mature ... a lot of the stuff 
that's happened in my career has stemmed from emotions, 
from being competitive. There's never been any off-ice 
problems or anything like that. I've made some mistakes 
along the way, obviously, stuff that I regretted," DeAngelo 
said. "And now, I have to prove it to the Hurricanes. I told 
them I'm not going to let them down and I'm a man of my 
word." 

DeAngelo has a history of disciplinary issues. He was 
suspended twice during his junior career in the OHL, 
including for violating the league's policy covering 
"homophobic, racist, and sexist language" and abuse of 
officials. He also was suspended for three NHL games in 
2017, while with the Arizona Coyotes, for physical abuse of 
officials. 

"It's never happened again. I was regretful of it," DeAngelo 
said of the slur. "I'm still friends with that guy and took the 
time to apologize to him. I did what I had to do there, went to 
some [sports psychology] counseling classes back then. It 
was in the heat of the moment of the game, and I wish I 
could take it back. It hasn't happened again and it will not 
happen again." 

He was also known as a combative presence on social 
media, as an ardent supporter of former President Donald 
Trump, and as someone who questioned if the COVID-19 
scare was a product of media coverage ahead of the 
election. 

DeAngelo said that reports online that he had supported the 
Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol to overturn the results of the 
election were erroneous, saying "I don't think anyone in their 
right mind would support it, so I didn't support it." 

Before the Rangers removed him from their roster, DeAngelo 
was one of the most productive offensive defensemen in the 
NHL. He had 53 points in 68 games in 2019-20, 19 of them 
on the power play. 

He said that he had multiple teams engage in talks with him 
as a free agent, but that many of those conversations 
stopped with the coach and the general manager because 
"there were some ownerships that didn't want to face the 
backlash, like we're seeing right now. Some fans are upset." 

DeAngelo was referencing the fervent criticism directed at 
the Hurricanes by fans online, some of whom went as far as 
to threaten to give up their season tickets because of the 
signing. Black Girl Hockey Club, a non-profit organization 
advocating for Black women in ice hockey, called out the 
Hurricanes, who had made a pledge with the club. 

"Reminding the [Hurricanes] of their commitment to disrupt 
racism on and off the ice. This includes not rewarding racist 
behavior with a shiny new contract," they wrote on their 
Twitter feed. 

Waddell said the team was aware of the backlash. 

"It's something that we're fully aware of. Putting Tony into our 
locker room with our culture and talking to all the people that 
he's been involved with here in the last year or so, we all got 
comfortable that he's a different person," he said. 

DeAngelo said that he detailed specific incidents from his 
past during conversations with Carolina owner Tom Dundon, 
but was less candid on Wednesday. Waddell said that 
DeAngelo was participating in a group in New York to help 
him understand the mistakes of his past. DeAngelo declined 
to give specifics about that group, except to say that it was 
through his agency. 

DeAngelo spoke with two former teammates on the 
Hurricanes in defenseman Brady Skjei and forward Jesper 
Fast before signing with Carolina. The Hurricanes spoke with 
them and others before signing DeAngelo. 

DeAngelo may fill a glaring need in Carolina now that star 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton has left the franchise. The 
coveted free agent signed with the New Jersey Devils on 
Wednesday, as the Hurricanes reshaped their roster on the 
fly. They also turned over their goaltending position by 
adding Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta in free agency. 
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But no Carolina move made more noise than that of 
DeAngelo. 

"We're not taking that risk without knowing what's involved. 
This decision wasn't made in a vacuum, it wasn't made in a 
short period of time. It was made over a long period of time. 
And sometimes you look at situations and you find that 
people learn from their mistakes and get better," Waddell 

said. "There's a risk when you sign any player. But the value 
of this player is a lot more than $1 million. We all know that 
[he] can be a top player. We believe it's gonna all work out." 

So does DeAngelo. 

"I'm hoping that people get to know me, and if they do, 
they're going to like me," he said.

 

 

NHL free agency winners & losers: Bruins, Devils look smart; Canadiens, Hurricanes make 
disturbing moves 

By Jackie Spiegel  

Day 1 of free agency came and went and there was a 
blizzard of activity. 

The floodgates opened up at noon and the first email hit the 
ol' inbox at 12:06 p.m. ET announcing the Stars' signing of 
defenseman Ryan Suter. After that, news was breaking fast 
and furious. Despite the flat cap, a number of teams backed 
up the armored trucks to get their guy and now some of the 
NHL's best will be donning new sweaters come October. 

Per CapFriendly, 163 contracts were signed on the first day 
with more than $785 million dollars being spread around (cap 
hit under $300 million). While not all were guys shifting 
teams, most were. How many? Well, when a fellow reporter 
asked for a rundown when they return from covering the 
Olympics on all the players who have new digs, the response 
was to block off a couple of days.  

Were they all good signings? That's to be determined, but it 
won't stop us from offering up the winners and losers thus 
far. 

NHL free agency winners and losers 

Losers: Carolina Hurricanes 

Yep. In one signature, the Hurricanes attached themselves 
to one of the most controversial figures in the game. It's 
really a shame because the team did add some good players 
in defenseman Ethan Bear and netminders Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta. But with the signing of Tony 
DeAngelo — a player their own fanbase adamantly 
expressed on social media they did not want when the 
rumors arose — there are now question marks about the 
organizational direction in Carolina. The dealing of Calder 
Trophy finalist Alex Nedeljkovic was a head-scratcher. This 
one is a wall-banger.  

Losers: Montreal Canadiens 

Speaking of losers. You're probably wondering why the 
Canadiens are here. Didn't their boneheaded move, the 
drafting of Logan Mailloux, take place over the weekend? It 
did. But on Wednesday, amid everything happening — 12:35 

p.m. ET to be exact — the owner Geoff Molson released a 
statement.  

"I understand that you expect more from us and we let you 
down. The Montreal Canadiens are more than a hockey 
team. Logan's actions do not reflect the values of our 
organization and I apologize for the pain this selection has 
caused," he wrote. 

Great start.  

Given an opportunity to renounce the pick (like the Coyotes 
did when it came to Mitchell Miller), the letter sent a clear 
message: no disrespect to the victims or fans or our 
sponsors (some who have said they may pull their money) or 
even the Prime Minister of Canada, we're not changing a 
thing. Oh, but he won't be at rookie or training camp. The 
fact that the release came out days later — on the busiest 
day of the NHL offseason — truly shows how much the 
organization thought their decision was a bad one. They did 
not. 

Winners: Dallas Stars 

As mentioned, the Stars were first out of the gate and in the 
end they had quite a haul including Suter, Braden Holtby and 
Luke Glendening. Holtby is an interesting addition as GM Jim 
Nill's crew already includes three-time Vezina Trophy finalist 
Ben Bishop, 2020 bubble playoff darling Anton Khudobin and 
youngster Jake Oettinger. Questions abound regarding the 
health of Bishop who missed the 2021 season following knee 
surgery. One would have to think that the addition of Holtby 
means Bishop is out for a while. 

Loser: Lou Lamoriello 

Sure, the Hall of Fame GM is notoriously tight-lipped. But, 
c'mon man, do it for the fans. They're losing out on enjoying 
signings — and wondering if their favorite team plugged 
some holes — because, well, there's been nothing said. 
Nada. Zero. Zilch.  

Remember not too long ago when everyone was wondering 
who the team signed to meet compliance for the expansion 
draft? In the end, they had actually inked Andy Greene, 
which was revealed when the protected list came out. In fact, 
that signing, to this day, hasn't been announced. 
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Winners: Edmonton Oilers 

Although shipping out Bear was an interesting move, the 
Oilers made some good moves on Day 1 in re-signing Tyson 
Barrie and adding Cody Ceci and Zach Hyman. Barrie, it 
should be noted, was on a one-year show-me deal in 2021 
and did just that; he finished as the league's top points guy 
(one ahead of Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox). 

But probably the biggest move was the addition of hard-
working, space-creating, top penalty-killing and power-play 
guy, and all-around good dude, Zach Hyman. The now ex-
Maple Leaf (who knows a thing or two about playing with 
superstars after years with Auston Matthews and Mitchell 
Marner). Hyman is the perfect fit to play alongside the 
dynamic duo of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. He'll go 
to the corners and the net, create the space for those guys 
while also being a scoring threat himself. 

Hyman is also pretty excited to be joining forces with Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Darnell Nurse. 

Winners: New Jersey Devils 

It took some time to announce but Dougie Hamilton made a 
deal with the, er, Devils. The top free agent signed a seven-
year contract for $63 million ($9 million AAV). He's a solid 
defenseman who can also put points up on the board, 
especially on the power play. After a few down years, New 
Jersey is officially a playoff contender with the addition of 
Hamilton, Johnathan Bernier to back up Mackenzie 
Blackwood and the players already in the Garden State like 
Jack Hughes and Ty Smith. 

Winner: Sven Baertschi 

The forward finally gets new digs. Back in early 2019 he was 
placed on waivers by the Canucks and didn't really crack the 
lineup after. Before being waived, he had 23 goals in his last 
79 games — and since making the NHL ranks with the 
Flames back in 2011-12 had 138 points in 291 games. It was 
a bit of a mind-boggling move. He did deal with post-
concussion syndrome during the 2018-19 season but hasn't 
been too injury-bitten since. Now he'll head to Nevada to try 
his luck. 

Loser: Chris Driedger 

The Seattle Kraken are winners for adding Philipp Grubauer, 
but how awkward must that call have been between Ron 
Francis and Driedger? "Hey, buddy, remember when we 
signed you to a boatload of cash and said you're our top 
guy? Well... change of plans." Click. Yikes. Driedger, who 
probably could have gone anywhere when free agency 
opened, was enticed to sign in the Emerald City. He'll now 
be a backup to the 2021 Vezina Trophy finalist instead of the 
a starter. 

Winners: Boston Bruins 

The rich got richer. Perennial Cup contenders Boston added 
one of the biggest names on the goaltending market in Linus 
Ullmark, Nick Foligno and Erik Haula. Ullmark is a key 
signing after Jaroslav Halak headed west and Tuukka 
Rask recovers from hip surgery. Foligno is a character guy 
who will give bench boss Bruce Cassidy flexibility as he can 
play wing or center. He likes to play a gritty game, a strong 
forecheck along with some puck burying too.
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He said it: Tony DeAngelo on signing with Hurricanes 

The newly-signed blueliner spoke to the media Wednesday 
evening. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes made a controversial signing on the opening 
day of free agency Wednesday, signing former New York 
Rangers defenseman Tony DeAngelo, to a one-year deal 
worth $1 million.  

Incidents in DeAngelo’s past include a physical altercation 
with Rangers goalie Alexandar Georgiev last season, and 
being was suspended in the OHL for violating the league’s 
harassment, abuse and diversity policy resulting from a slur 
directed at a teammate. 

DeAngelo spoke with members of the media on a Zoom call 
Wednesday night and addressed his attempts to better 
himself, how he feels he’ll fit with the Hurricanes and more.  

Here’s a full breakdown of everything he had today:  

On his efforts to grow as a person and what convinced the 
Hurricanes to sign him: As you get older and more mature, a 
lot of the stuff that’s happened in my career has been 
emotions from being competitive. There’s never been any 
off-ice problems or anything like that. It just comes from 
having a high level of compete for the game and passion for 
the game. I think I’ve made some mistakes along the way 
obviously, stuff that I regretted. I tried to improve on it. Now I 
just have to prove it to the Hurricanes. Like Don said, they 
spoke to a lot of people, and I’ve spoken to them. They’ve 
talked to ex teammates, coaches and stuff. They felt 
comfortable to bring me in. I told them I’m not going to let 
them down and I’m a man of my word. So that’s what I plan 
on doing.  

On if he supported the January 6 attack on the United States 
Capitol: No. To be honest with you, I think that’s a ridiculous 
question to ask. I don’t think anybody in their right mind 
would support that, so obviously I didn’t support it. 
Everybody has their own political views and I think people 
have a perception of myself based on some stuff I’ve put out 
there. But obviously to think that I would support the January 
6 events is just ridiculous, so obviously not. 

On the group Don Waddell said he’s working with in New 
York and what he’s done that shows he’s grown: I’m not 
going to get too specific with the group because it was 
through my agency and we kind of worked together. 
Obviously I’ve kind of had some down time since the 
beginning of February after leaving New York. It’s just trying 
to control your emotions the best you can and not let the 
emotions get the best of you and making mistakes from it. So 
we’ve done a lot of work. My agent set us up with some good 
people. I think there’s been a lot of progress. And now, like I 

said, I just have to go to Carolina when I get there, prove it to 
the team, the players and obviously ownership, coaches, so 
I’m looking forward to it. 

On the incident with the Rangers: I’m not going into incidents 
and stuff and exactly what happened. That’s private stuff. 
They didn’t let it out, I’m not going to be the one to let it out. I 
will say that I think there’s been some misunderstanding of 
maybe exactly what happened, but I’m not going to dive into 
what’s in the past. There’s mistakes made for myself that I 
take responsibility for, and on the other side as well. But it is 
what it is. You’ve got to move on. But I’m excited to be in 
Carolina and continue my career.  

On what he’s going to have to do to win people over: The 
teammates to me is not going to be a problem. I’ve always 
had a great relationship with teammates. That might sound 
funny, because I had an issue with an altercation that came 
out in New York, but I’ve always had a good relationship with 
teammates. I have two former teammates on Carolina with 
[Brady Skjei] and [Jesper Fast] that I was really close with. I 
spoke to both of those guys today. I think the fans are going 
to appreciate my play. I play hard. I make plays. I’ll stick up 
for my teammates and all that kind of stuff. But I there’s a 
perception of myself, and I think there’s a reality as well that 
gets lost a little bit from what you read on social media and 
stuff. Everybody likes to make up their own thing. But I think 
once the fans get to see me play and see me around the 
community, I think they’re going to take a liking to me, and I 
hope they do. So that’s my plan.  

On Hurricanes fans wanting to cancel their season tickets 
because of his signing and the reality of who he is: That’s a 
really good question, to be honest with you. It’s always hard 
to describe exactly what you are, and everybody wants to 
describe themself in the best light possible. But I’ve made 
mistakes in my career, like I said, but they’re not mistakes 
that define me as a person. I’ve made mistakes based off of 
competing and letting my emotions get the best of me in a 
game because I want to win. I haven’t made mistakes off the 
ice, saying bad things to people and doing bad things to 
people.  

I’ve said some stuff and done some stuff that stemmed from 
being on the ice that I regret, and I’m not going to sit here 
and say that I haven’t done it, but I regret it and I’ve got to 
move on. You’ve got to become a better person and control 
it. I’m not going to act like it never happened. I think once 
they watch me play, they’re going to see me on the ice more 
than anything. I think once they watch me play and interact 
with people, I’m big into the community here. The people, I 
have a lot of close ties to the hockey rinks around here. I 
think once they get to see that, they’re going to know what 
kind of person I am. I would home that they don’t cancel their 
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season tickets. There’s a lot of great players on the team, it’s 
a great organization. Stick with us, give me a shot and I’m 
going to make the best for you guys.  

On playing with Ethan Bear, who’s dealt with racism in the 
past, and what he’d say as his teammate to stand by him 
and support him: I can tell you I’m definitely going to be 
supporting him. But I would support anybody. It’s not just 
him, because he’s a teammate. I would support anybody 
through that. I wouldn’t say that I’m drawn to [racism]. I 
wouldn’t go there. I’m going to support him. I know he went 
through some stuff in Edmonton there. I’ve seen that there 
was a lot of stuff on SportsNet and all over social media 
there, so I was able to see it. We’re all going to support him, 
myself and I think I can speak for every player on the team. 
He’s one of our teammates now. I’m excited to meet him. I 
don’t know him, I just know the kind of player he is and stuff 
from Edmonton. But we’re going to be with him, and that 
stuff’s obviously not going to be tolerated. We’re going to be 
right there with him, so I’m looking forward to meeting him. 

On how he fits into the team off the ice and if he aligns with 
Hockey is for Everyone initiatives: I align with all of that. I 
don’t know who wouldn’t. Hockey is for everybody. We want 
people to be included in hockey. Hockey’s not the most 
important thing. Obviously there’s a lot going on outside 
hockey in the world. So everybody has different opinions on 
stuff, but I don’t think you can have different opinions there. I 
want everybody to be included in hockey, and I’m going to be 
there, whatever we’re doing as a team and individually, I’m 
there to support. Like I said, there’s this perception that I’m 
against all these things. It’s just not true. I’m going to prove it 
to you guys this year. I’m happy to answer all these 
questions, but I’m going to keep giving you guys the same 
answer, because it’s the truth. 

On his conversations with Rod Brind’Amour: Rod is a major 
reason that I’m signing with Carolina today, that’s for sure. 
Just from speaking with him, hearing about him from players, 
being able to talk to him on the phone as many times as we 
did, he just gives me the sense that he’s perfect for me and I 
think I’m perfect for him. Obviously hockey wise, you can talk 
that, but I think personally, he’s played the game, he knows 
that emotions run high with players. He was a player himself. 
I think we’re going to work together really well. Even the stuff 
you see on Instagram, you watch his speech with his Dad 
after the game, just the kind of guy you want to play for. I’m 
excited to get to Carolina and work under him.  

On the interest he got from around the league: We had a lot 
of interest and sometimes the interests stopped at GMs and 
head coaches. There were, I guess, ownerships and whatnot 
that didn’t want to face the backlash. I think that’s pretty 
obvious as we look right now with some fans upset. But I 
think I’m really appreciate to Tom [Dundon] and the 
Hurricanes organization for being the ones to get on the 
phone with me and giving me the chance to speak and do 
extensive research like they did. Ultimately that’s why I 
chose Carolina. They showed the most interest in me, not 
just hockey wise, but trying to figure me out personality wise, 
talking to players and coaches. They kept popping up and I 
appreciated that. Like I said also, I talked to Rod and Rod 
seems like an unbelievable guy and I’ve heard nothing but 
great things about him as a coach too. That meant a lot to 

me too as I’m a loyal guy. They showed some loyalty to me 
in a sense and I’m very loyal back so I’m happy to be there. 

On the things he and Tom Dundon spoke about: We spoke 
about everything that we’re speaking about now. Everything 
that you guys are asking in a sense. We had a lot of time to 
talk and I told him more than I’m telling you guys right now 
about specific incidents and stuff that happened and made 
him aware that I had nothing to hide. I’m happy to tell you 
about everything that happened here and there. We went 
over it and I told him I’ve made mistakes and I’m just looking 
for a chance to come in and prove myself. He was willing to 
give me that chance and I’m very, very appreciative and 
grateful to him. I told him on the phone that I’m not going to 
let you down. It’s really exciting to be there. 

On if he feels he deserved every next chance he got and if 
this should be the last one: Well hopefully there doesn’t have 
to be another one, I can tell you that. I’m hoping this works 
out and I’m not thinking, I know it’s going to. I’m very 
confident in what we’re going to be able to do there. I’m not 
going to go into every suspension, but some of the 
suspensions have been tied into things that they weren’t. 
Especially if you go back to juniors. But that’s neither here 
nor there. That’s kind of in the past. Like I’ve said, I regret all 
that stuff and that’s stuff that happened 10 years ago. I’m not 
going to go into all the stuff… actually I will a little bit. Two of 
the suspensions were for yelling at a ref in juniors. Obviously 
everyone knows about the eight-game suspension where 
there was a teammate involved and me and that teammate 
are still friends today. So I just wanted to clarify that two of 
the suspensions in juniors were not tied into that. Two were 
with the refs. I wanted to get that out because that comes 
around a lot. But I don’t think there’s going to have to be 
another chance because things are going to work out. They 
have a great team out there and I can tell you that from what 
I’ve heard. I’ve been talking to some of the players today and 
I know what I can bring hockey-wise to the club as well. 
Obviously they just lost Dougie [Hamilton] today and I play a 
similar style in a sense, so I’m looking forward to getting 
down there. It’s going to work. 

On how he feels he fits in on the ice: I think it’s the perfect fit. 
I had a couple of teams in my head when I was going 
through it and Carolina was popping right in there. 1, 2, 3. It 
kept coming around when I was talking to my agent. I 
thought it was a good fit. When you look at the team, you’ve 
got high flying guys, there’s speed, there’s scorers, there’s 
guys with skill that possess the puck and that’s all stuff I’m 
going to do with them. Transporting the puck with Aho and 
Svechnikov from the back-end. Teravainen too. I can go on 
and on. They’ve got like 10 guys I can name off right now. 
They play fast. I played them a lot when I was with New 
York. They play fast, up-tempo and they’re skilled and they 
play hard. I think they get a little bit of a rep that they don’t 
play hard, but they do. They play hard and fast and they’re in 
your face. I think I’m going to fit right in with that style and I 
think I can bring a little bit of jam to their game too which I 
think is going to be good. 

On what he would say to fans that deal with racism today: I 
would say to them that I’ve learned. It’s never happened 
again and I was regretful of it. I’m still friends with that guy 
and I’ve apologized to him. I did what I had to do there and I 
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wanted to do it. I had to go to some counseling classes back 
then. I don’t know what you would put them as. I don’t think 
you would describe them as anger management, more like 
sports psychology would make more sense to say, I guess. 
But I regretted what I said. It was in the heat of the moment 
in a game and it’s something that I wish I could take back. I 
can’t take stuff like that back though. It’s not like I can say, 
‘Oh it didn’t happen because I’m sorry.’ But it’s something 
that I wish would have never happened. But it did and I 

learned from it. Hasn’t happened again and never will 
happen again. And to fans that are still dealing with that, it’s 
something that you hate to see. It’s not what anybody wants 
to be and I’m sorry for that. I hope that I can help people 
when I get to Carolina. It’s tough for me to know exactly the 
people that are dealing with this, but I know it goes around 
still. I’m just hoping people get to know me and I think if they 
do, they’re going to like me. I’m really looking forward to 
getting down there.

 

He said it: Antti Raanta on signing with Hurricanes 

The Finnish goaltender whom the team signed to a two-year 
deal yesterday spoke to the media today. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes completely remade their goaltending picture 
yesterday by signing two new netminders, one of which was 
Finnish goalie Antti Raanta to a two-year deal worth $2 
million AAV.  

Raanta’s had some strong runs over his career with the 
Chicago Blackhawks, New York Rangers and Arizona 
Coyotes, but has dealt with some injury problems over the 
past few seasons. He’s hoping that’s behind as he comes to 
Raleigh and looks to regain his form and prove he can be a 
top NHL goalie.  

Raanta spoke to the media via Zoom on Thursday, here’s a 
full breakdown of everything he had to say:  

On his fit with the Hurricanes and his decision to sign: 
Obviously it’s a young, talented team. Lots of skill, great 
coaching, so when I heard that Carolina was interested, it 
was a pretty easy decision to get the deal done. I’m 
obviously grateful to get that opportunity to come to Carolina 
and prove that I can be a top goalie in this league. Obviously 
you need to have a good team in front of you, so I’m really 
looking forward to see and meet the guys, and obviously 
start playing behind those guys. So it’s going to be 
awesome.  

On if he has prior relationships with Hurricanes players and if 
he’s spoken to any of his new teammates: Yeah, I talked with 
[Teuvo Teravainen], and then obviously Jesper Fast, who I 
played with in New York for a couple years, and then Jordan 
Martinook is also one of those guys who I played with in 
Arizona. So I’ve been hearing a lot of good things. Obviously 
Teuvo and then [Sebastian Aho] also, a couple of Finns 
there, so hopefully that helps me to adjust to the lifestyle 
there.  

On playing a big workload: I feel like every goalie who can 
play a lot of games, you can always improve when you get 
that next chance quickly. If you have a bad game, you just 
jump right in and keep playing. I think the workload and 
everything else, in Arizona I got a chance to play a lot of 
games. Obviously there was a little bit too many small 
injuries and obviously a little bit bigger one. Hopefully I can 
play a lot of games. We haven’t really talked, I only talked 
with the head coach and the goalie coach for a little bit today, 
so I haven’t talked too much about the structure and what the 
plan is, but I think we will figure that out in a month or so. 

When things start rolling, I think if I can play at a good level, 
hopefully I can get a lot of games and help the team to win.  

On the best part of his skillset: I’m not the biggest guy in the 
league, so I know that. … Obviously you have to read the 
plays before they happen. Reading the plays, that also helps 
you to react to what’s going to happen. I think that I’ve 
always been really good at moving in the crease and being a 
quick goalie. Obviously I have lots of flexibility also, so I can 
do little splits here and there. I think it’s just the small goalie 
package, moving well, reading the plays. Here and there, 
maybe make some highlight reel saves, at least try those. 
But obviously you try to just go with the games and just play 
how the game comes to you. You don’t want to be over 
playing things, you just want to stay calm and wait for the 
plays to come to you and then react. I think that’s kind of 
what my game’s going to be. Hopefully I can bring back that 
old me from a couple years ago. I think the last couple years, 
I’ve been playing a little bit differently or at least it feels like 
that, so hopefully I can get that confidence back and trust 
myself, make the saves whenever I need to.  

On the Hurricane’s defense: When you see the guys who are 
in front of me and all the D there, and obviously even if you 
have a great defense, you still need your forwards to work 
hard to come back and help you in your own zone. I think the 
Hurricanes have been that kind of team for a couple years 
now. What I’ve been seeing, everyone is working hard, 
everyone is coming back. There’s no quit on that team. So 
like I said to the head coach, it’s probably a goalie’s dream to 
play behind that kind of team. So I can’t really wait to see 
how it feels to play behind that team. Hopefully I can also 
help those guys with a couple big saves here and there and 
be successful that way.  

On his injury history: I think when I hurt my knee and got the 
surgery, I think after that it just felt like nothing that I was 
trying to do really worked how I wanted it to. I then started to 
feel some pinches and things somewhere else other than the 
knee and when the knee was okay then something else 
came out. I’ve felt like it’s been like the snowball has been 
rolling in the wrong direction for a little bit now. I’ve been 
trying every offseason, every season, to get some new stuff 
for me and learn from those things what has happened. This 
offseason I’ve been doing a little bit different things again 
and hopefully just try to feel good. Obviously when you’re a 
goalie you just want to stay healthy. I mean, it doesn’t really 
matter if you’re a goalie or player, everyone wants to stay 
healthy. Nobody wants to be on the injured list. But you just 
try to forget that those things happened and you just try to 
get a fresh start and just go out and have fun again. Don’t 
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think too much. If you think about injuries all the time, you’ll 
get hurt for sure because that’s in your mind. I just try to 
block those memories and get a fresh new start now. 

On how his experiences as a veteran goaltender help him 
along in his career: The first two years in Chicago, you get 
the chance to see what that winning culture is. Top level 
guys like Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews. Corey Crawford 
in net. I just felt like I was so young at that time, so I really 
didn’t know how to react to all the stuff. I felt like everything 
just flew by and I was just like, ‘Wow, this is crazy.’ Then I 
got the chance to go to New York and play behind Henrik 
[Lundqvist]. Even though I’m a Finnish guy, it was kind of a 
cool place to go and be behind that kind of Swedish master. 
He is the King and it was just so much fun. His work ethic 
from practice to the games, everything. If we lost a game in a 
shootout, he’d take shootouts for half an hour the next day at 
practice. That just shows he never wants to lose, he always 
wants to get better and sometimes I’d be done after one hour 
of practice and he’d just keep going and do some drills at the 
other end so I was like, ‘Okay, maybe I have to go to the 
other end and do something.’ It was just an awesome 
experience both in Chicago and New York and I think that 
kind of brought something new to myself also. Sometimes 
when you are having a bad day or something like that, you 
just try to remember those things and go forward with a smile 
on your face the next day and work hard and have fun. 
Those are the two big things for a goalie. If you’re all the time 
in a bad mood like that, you’re not going to make those 
saves either. I think you just have to keep smiling and be 
happy and play the game because you love the game. So 
that’s the biggest thing. 

On his biggest influences growing up: I think starting out, it 
was Martin Brodeur. He was the biggest. Back in the days 
when you only saw the 15 minute highlight reels every 
Saturday morning, obviously Brodeur was there with the top 
saves and stuff like that. Dominik Hasek, he had a bit of a 

different style than everyone else but he was really effective. 
But probably growing up a little bit more, Pekka Rinne and 
Tuuka Rask were the guys who you looked forward to see 
play and when you got to play against those guys it was kind 
of an unreal feeling. But I think when I went to New York and 
got the chance to be with Henrik, I think that was kind of 
something where I was like, ‘I really need to pay attention to 
what this guy is doing.’ He had been in the top of the league 
for so many years, so I really needed to look at him and learn 
something. But there’s been a mixture of different goalies, 
but for not being the tallest guy in the league, you kind of 
have to have a mixed playing style to be successful. But from 
Finland, there’s lots of great goaltenders from here, so you 
can’t go wrong if you only wanted to follow one guy. 

On what the players on the team he had spoken to said 
about playing in Carolina: Obviously, they started about 
Brind’Amour. They said that he’s a fair guy who wants 
everyone working hard. If you’re not working hard, you’re not 
going to be playing and I think that sounds like a great place. 
If you’re building that kind of culture in the team and the 
organization, then I think that’s the best way to do it. Teuvo 
pretty much told me that Raleigh is a great place to live. I 
have two kids, so that’s going to be huge for me and my 
family to come there and have that smaller city style of living. 
Marty was pretty much saying that it’s a crazy place to play. 
The fans are crazy and after the win everyone is doing the 
Storm Surge. Right now, I’m just itching to get there and get 
things going and meet all the guys and start working hard 
towards the ultimate dream of winning the cup. I feel like the 
team is built that way, where if we can take that one extra 
step in the playoffs, then I think we’re really close to the 
Stanley Cup. It’s going to be a fun journey and I just need to 
keep working hard till I get there and be ready when camp 
starts to show what I can bring to the team.
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He said it: Frederik Andersen on signing with Hurricanes  

The former Hurricanes draft pick spoke with the media about 
signing in Carolina. 

By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel 

The Hurricanes signed two new goaltenders Wednesday on 
the opening of free agency. One of them, Frederik Andersen 
(two years, $4.5 million AAV), is getting a return of sorts. He 
was taken by the Hurricanes in the seventh round of the 
2010 draft, but ultimately didn’t sign with the team before re-
entering the draft in 2012 and being picked by the Anaheim 
Ducks before eventually moving on to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs.  

Andersen spoke with the media Thursday about signing with 
the Hurricanes, here’s a full breakdown of everything he had 
to say: 

On his decision not to sign with the Hurricanes in 2012: Way 
back when I was drafted, we were trying to get something 
done, but looking at Cam Ward being there for a number of 
years and being kind of solidified as a number one in a pretty 
busy net, me and my agents talked about just going back 
and seeing what the draft could do, and maybe end up in a 
place where the chance of playing and having a good career 
would maybe be a little bit more possible. That was our little 
gamble and the way we saw it. It wasn’t ever about not 
playing in Carolina or anything like that. It was more that the 
net was pretty busy, so that was a very different career path 
looking path, but I thought it was the right move at the time 
and obviously I’ve had a good career so far.  

On how he feels about his game and how he landed on the 
Canes: They were really interested. From what I heard, they 
had a really good team, really good culture, so with that part, 
I’m really excited that they were interested in me and 
obviously want to prepare and then get back to the level I 
know I can play at. I think last year was a difficult year 
personally, and dealing with some injuries, I wasn’t able to 
play the way I wanted to. I definitely feel very motivated to 
get back to that level again.  

On his time in Toronto and if he discussed re-signing with the 
Maple Leafs: On returning, I think we were a little bit too far 

apart to get something going. I think the talks my agent and 
the Leafs management had was just tough. They obviously 
have limited cap space and wanted to pursue something 
else. Looking back, I would definitely look back with some 
great memories, especially some of the teammates I’ve had 
over the years have been incredible. I think the five guys 
have been there the whole time with me were a big part of 
my time there and obviously made it really fun being there.  

On if he’s spoken with any of his new teammates yet: 
Haven’t talked to [Antti Raanta] yet. Talked to Jake Gardiner 
a little bit, just because I’ve known him from Toronto, as well 
as Josh Leivo. That’s exciting to have some people I know 
already. I had some texts here and there with some of the 
other guys and I’ve been able to speak to management and 
coaching staff. The last couple of days have been really 
busy, so just trying to catch up with all of that and start 
getting to know some of the new teammates. 

On what he expects the relationship in net to be like with his 
new partner, Antti Raanta: I don’t know him personally yet, 
but I’m looking forward to. I think you have to have a good 
healthy competitiveness, but also being able to help each 
other to get the best out of both goalies, is something that’s 
really important. Having a good friendship off the ice is really 
good and like I said before, having that competitive edge with 
trying to help the team win when it’s your turn to have a 
chance in net is important. I’m looking forward to building 
that as well as the relationship with the rest of my 
teammates. 

On what the deciding factor to come to Carolina was: The 
deciding factor was mostly the culture that I’ve heard has 
been built there. That was what Jake’s emphasis was on. 
The culture from the coaching staff and down I think is really 
good and they’ve had good years previously and are building 
to keep reaching towards something that can compete for a 
cup. I think that’s really important, obviously. Jake had really 
good things to say about living in North Carolina and he was 
pretty sure I would feel really comfortable there. Those were 
some of the main things that he had to say.
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Hurricanes sign Brendan Smith to one-year deal  

The Hurricanes have brought in the former Rangers 
defenseman to add some further depth to their blue line 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes added some more depth to their blue line 
Thursday evening, signing former New York Rangers 
defenseman Brendan Smith to a one-year deal that will pay 
him $800,000 for the 2021-22 season.  

Smith has played 10 seasons in the NHL for the Rangers 
and Detroit Red Wings, and posted five goals and 10 points 
in 48 games for the Rangers last season.  

Smith’s signing, combined with the additions of Ian Cole, 
Ethan Bear and Tony DeAngelo, gives the Hurricanes eight 
defenseman on one-way contracts for next season, opening 
the door to the possibility of them looking to move one. Jake 
Gardiner, who has two years left on his contract at a $4.05 
million cap hit, could be a candidate.  

The team’s official release on the Smith signing follows: 

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH BRENDAN SMITH 

Defenseman has played 526 career NHL games 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has agreed to 
terms with defenseman Brendan Smith on a one-year, 
$800,000 contract. 

“Brendan is a veteran defenseman who will add physicality 
and toughness to our lineup,” said Waddell. 

Smith, 32, tallied 10 points (5g, 5a) in 48 NHL games with 
the New York Rangers in 2020-21. The 6’2”, 200-pound 
blueliner has registered 110 points (29g, 81a) in 526 career 
NHL games with New York and Detroit. Smith has also 
skated in 163 career AHL games with Grand Rapids and 
Hartford, earning 88 points (27g, 61a). The Mimico, Ont., 
native was drafted by the Red Wings in the first round, 27th 
overall, of the 2007 NHL Draft.

 

 

 

'Words backed by no actions are empty': Canes fan reacts to DeAngelo signing 

By Bridget Condon 

Tony DeAngelo's track record is one that some Caniacs don't 
think meshes well with the current culture of the Hurricanes. 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- Day two of free agency was a lot 
quieter than Day one for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

On Thursday, the Hurricanes announced that the team 
agreed to terms with defenseman Brendan Smith on a one-
year, $800,000 contract. 

It was another defenseman who they signed on Wednesday, 
Tony DeAngelo, that has some fans saying they're heading 
for the exits. 

"They did a lot of good things yesterday, and then they did 
one thing that just ... there's 32 teams in the league," said 
Canes fan Jamie Thomas. "The other teams passed 
because it couldn't get past the owner. What does it say of 
our owner that he's like if I can win and you have character 
flaws then I'm OK with that. I don't like that, and I can't 
support that with my money." 

DeAngelo's track record is one that some Caniacs don't think 
meshes well with the current culture of the Hurricanes. 
DeAngelo was suspended twice in the OHL and once in the 
NHL. Just six months ago, the New York Rangers let him go 
after an altercation with a teammate. 
 

"You have to stand for something in life, and if you just stand 
for winning at all costs, that's great -- congratulations," 
Thomas said. 

Thomas said he has been a Canes fan since 2003. 

He watched when they won the Stanley Cup in 2006 and 
stuck with them during the bad years and through the past 
two seasons, where they made it to the playoffs. But now, 
he's not so sure. 

"They sold you family, they sold you, we're a fun, loving 
Bunch of Jerks. If we win a game at home we're going to 
celebrate and if the rest of the league hates it and calls us 
jerks, that's fine -- we don't care -- we're going to have fun," 
Thomas said. "It felt like a family atmosphere where you 
could go and be happy and this kind of just flies in the face of 
that." 

DeAngelo spoke to the media Wednesday night saying he 
has learned from his mistakes and he's changed, but 
Thomas doesn't quite buy it. 

"An organization that puts out hey, it's pride night, hockey is 
for everyone. We are inclusive. Words backed by no actions 
are empty, and then you go out and you sign a person, 
everybody should be given a second chance in life, I feel, but 
just doing my background, it feels like it's not a second, not a 
third. I don't even know if it's a fifth chance with this guy right 
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now," Thomas said. "Is that really something you want to 
bring into this environment, this community? I had to explain 

to my kids why this was happening and why we probably 
weren't going to go to Carolina Hurricanes games."
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The Athletic / NHL free agency: The 10 best players still available on the 
market 

 

By Harman Dayal Jul 29, 2021  

 

The NHL free-agent frenzy was back in a big way when the market 
opened on Wednesday. Plummeting revenues, season uncertainty and 
the flat cap all conspired to restrain player valuations last offseason but 
those concerns seem to have taken a back seat based on the amount of 
money that was thrown around on Day 1 this time around. 

Despite many of the lucrative contracts signed, there’s still a 
considerable amount of talent left on the board heading into Day 2. 
Teams can’t expect to mine marquee pieces with what’s left but there are 
numerous routes to go down to get legitimate middle of the lineup help 
both up front and on the backend. 

After scouring the names left on the board, here are the 10 most 
attractive targets (we won’t include Zach Parise and Kyle Palmieri given 
that multiple insiders have reported the two will be signing with the 
Islanders). 

1. David Krejci 

At 35, David Krejci turned back the clock with a renaissance season 
where he provided legitimate top of the lineup value on Boston’s second 
line. Krejci was a dynamite offensive force, notching 44 points in 51 
games, the equivalent of 71 points over a full 82 game season. That’s 
mighty impressive with his 2.1 points per 60 minutes at five-on-five last 
season stacking up nearly identically to the likes of Brayden Point, 
Claude Giroux and Tyler Toffoli. 

The fit for any prospective buyer will be crucial as it’s clear the Bruins 
were able to put Krejci in a position to succeed to unlock this production. 
One of the game’s most underrated playmakers, Krejci meshed well with 
a volume shooting winger in Craig Smith. 

In addition to having a shooter, it’d be wise for a team to pair him with a 
winger who excels at transporting the puck up ice. Krejci was a prolific 
neutral zone puck carrier during his prime but his zone entry numbers 
have slowly tapered off over time. That was what the Bruins addressed 
by acquiring Taylor Hall at the deadline. Before Hall’s acquisition, Krejci 
had a solid 23 points in 35 games. Once Hall’s speed and dynamic puck 
carrying ability were added to Krejci’s left flank, the veteran pivot 
exploded for 30 points in 27 games between the end of the regular 
season and the playoffs. 

Of course, Krejci wasn’t just racking up points. He was excellent on both 
ends of the ice which enabled the Bruins to control 58.3 percent of 
expected goals while outscoring opponents 29-11 during his five-on-five 
minutes. 

Put simply, Krejci was one of the league’s best second-line centers last 
year. 
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Price matters here. Teams would be making a mistake if they expect 
Krejci to deliver that same near career-best performance in a new 
environment when he’s another year older. But if the term can be limited, 
there could be massive dividends to be had for a player who still has 
plenty left in the tank as a two-way playmaking center in the top-six. 

2. Tomas Tatar 

One of the most polarizing players of this year’s free-agent class, Tomas 
Tatar is an enigma. 

In the regular season, the 30-year-old left-winger was a crucial cog 
alongside Brendan Gallagher and Philip Danault to form one of the best 
lines in hockey. In three seasons with the Canadiens, Tatar produced at 
a 62-points per 82 games rate in addition to being an elite play driver. 

The raw point totals are impressive enough on their own but it becomes 
even more valuable when you keep in mind that they aren’t inflated by 
power-play production — he’s been one of the game’s top even-strength 
creators. During the last three seasons, Tatar is in some truly elite 
company by ranking 22nd among all NHL forwards for five-on-five points. 

5v5 Points Last Three Seasons 

RANK   PLAYER   GP   5V5 POINTS   

17 

Sidney Crosby 

175 

115 

18 

Jake Guentzel 

177 

115 

19 

Aleksander Barkov 

198 

115 

20 

Mathew Barzal 

205 

113 

21 

Alex Ovechkin 

194 

110 

22 

Tomas Tatar 

198 

108 

23 

Sean Couturier 

194 

107 

24 

Jakub Vrana 

201 

107 

25 

Kyle Connor 

209 

106 

26 

Ryan O'Reilly 

209 

104 

27 

Sebastian Aho 

206 

104 

The issue tanking Tatar’s value is his mysterious disappearing act in the 
playoffs. He was healthy scratched for most of Montreal’s run to the 
Stanley Cup Final this year and saw a very similar fate in Vegas when 
the Golden Knights made it to the final. Tatar has scored just 12 points in 
40 career playoff games. 

Any team that’s interested in Tatar will need to do their homework on why 
his offense dries up in the postseason. If they’re confident he can figure 
things out in the playoffs (or if there’s a bubble team that puts 
tremendous stock in what Tatar could do in the regular season), this 
could be an opportunity to sign a winger who comfortably projects to 
have a few years left in him as a top-six contributor for an undervalued 
price. 

3. Brandon Saad 

Brandon Saad isn’t the player he once was but he remains a highly 
useful middle-six scorer. Based on recent history, the best way to use 
him would be as the complementary third piece on a line where he can 
bury chances. That’s not to say that Saad can’t drive offence on his own, 
but he excelled as the trigger man on a line with a pair of strong play 
drivers in Nazem Kadri and Andre Burakovsky for Colorado this year and 
meshed similarly well with Jonathan Toews and Dominik Kubalik in 
Chicago the season prior. 

Saad can be a very helpful player but the term committed is going to be 
absolutely crucial. Anything beyond three years at a substantial cap hit 
would be a massive roll of the dice. 

Teams really can’t afford to pay Saad based on this year’s production. 
Yes, it’s fantastic that he scored 22 goals in 54 games between the 
regular season and playoffs but he did so on the back of a 22 percent 
shooting percentage in the regular season while scoring on more than 
one-in-three shots in the playoffs. As a career 11.9 percent shooter, 
Saad’s conversion rate is inevitably going to fall back down to Earth. 

There’s a lot to like about the player as a complementary scorer who can 
shuffle up and down a top-nine but last season’s production is a tad 
misleading. Prospective buyers need to be calculated and disciplined 
with their offers accordingly. 

4. Ryan Murray 

Once one of the most highly touted prospects in hockey, 2012 No.2 pick 
Ryan Murray has never quite been able to live up to his potential due to 
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injuries. That hasn’t precluded him from being a handy No. 4/5 
defenceman which is what teams interested should expect from him. 

Murray’s two-way impact wasn’t as prolific at his new stop in New Jersey 
— his most common partner, Damon Severson, controlled play 
significantly better away from Murray — but he has a strong play-driving 
track record from his days in Columbus. 

The 27-year-old left-shot defenceman has good size, is fairly mobile, can 
hold his own at even-strength and kill penalties. There’s value here so 
long as he’s not expected or compensated to be a top-four dynamo. 

5. Ondrej Kase 

It was only 2-3 seasons ago that right-winger Ondrej Kase was an 
analytics darling who was everybody’s favourite breakout candidate. That 
step forward never happened in large part due to concussions and other 
injuries, which have led to him only appearing in 88 games over the last 
three seasons. 

If healthy, there’s a ton of potential value in Kase’s game. That’s 
obviously a massive “if” but considering he went unqualified after another 
injury-plagued campaign, the price should be inexpensive enough for him 
to be worth a look. 

Still only 25, Kase scored 20 goals in 66 games for the Ducks as a 22-
year-old during the 2017-18 season. He’s routinely been a high volume 
shot-creator through his career, a strong play-driver because of how well 
he advances play up ice and a remarkably efficient even-strength point 
producer. 

Health permitting, Kase can add a lot of value to a team’s middle-six 
even if one presumes injuries will prevent him from reaching the starry 
ceiling he flashed a few seasons ago. 

6. Danton Heinen 

Versatility, special teams value and defensive reliability are among the 
top traits teams look for in bottom-six wingers. Danton Heinen is a player 
who checks all those boxes. 

Heinen doesn’t have the offensive pop he flashed many years ago in 
Boston, but he’s driven competent two-way results in matchup minutes 
against the other teams’ top lines (even if that’s not the best way to 
deploy him), kills penalties and can still chip in with some secondary 
scoring. 

The 26-year-old would be a shrewd target for teams seeking a cheap 
third-line winger who can offer a little bit of everything — modest scoring, 
middling two-way ability and strong penalty killing results. 

7. Corey Perry 

Corey Perry is the grizzled veteran that just keeps on giving. After signing 
with the Canadiens as a depth option last season, the 36-year-old 
established himself as a highly valuable bottom-six piece in both the 
regular season and playoffs. 

Between the regular season and playoffs, he chipped in with 31 points in 
71 games. He was worth every penny and more on the absolute bargain 
$750,000 he signed with Montreal for. 

Perry’s skating isn’t what it used to be but he continues to agitate, create 
offence from the dirty areas close to the net and brings a ton of 
experience and leadership with him. Any contender that’s looking for 
fourth-line help would be wise to kick tires if there’s a potential one-year 
deal that makes sense. 

8. Jon Merrill 

Many have soured on Jon Merrill based on his disappointing playoff run 
with the Canadiens but recency bias shouldn’t dictate your complete 
perception of him. The truth is he’s a much better player than what he 
showed in the postseason. 

Merrill is a left-shot 6-foot-3 defender who can play both sides. The 29-
year-old averaged nearly 20 minutes a night for the Red Wings and was 
one of the lone bright spots on the blue line as a large, rangy chance 
suppressor. 

Over the last three seasons, there are 186 defencemen who have skated 
at least 1,500 five-on-five minutes. Out of those 186, Merrill owns the 
ninth-best shots-against rate and the fourth-best expected-goals-against 
rate. 

Any team looking to add a big, versatile blueliner with considerable 
defensive value to its bottom pairing would be wise to consider Merrill. 

9. Mathieu Perreault 

During the prime of his career, Mathieu Perreault was one of the most 
underrated forwards in the NHL. He’s definitely not that same calibre of 
player he once was, but there’s still potential value in him as a bottom-six 
contributor. 

Perreault’s counting stats look underwhelming but that’s partially due to 
how infrequently he was used on a Jets team that was deep on the wings 
— he averaged less than 12 minutes per game. On a per-hour basis, he 
chipped in with 1.52 points per 60 at five-on-five which remains a 
respectable third line rate. 

Even if he’s not scoring, he still has play-driving value to offer, specifically 
in the defensive zone. Winnipeg was one of the most permissive 
defensive teams in the NHL last year but with Perreault on the ice the 
Jets surrendered just 1.86 expected goals against per hour. That ability 
to suppress shots and chances led to opponents scoring a measly 1.33 
goals for every 60 minutes that he was deployed at five-on-five. 

At the right price, Perreault could be an intriguing bottom-six piece who 
can add modest secondary scoring and defensively oriented play-driving 
help. 

10. Nick Ritchie 

Nick Ritchie owns a robust physical profile and can score at an 
auspicious rate — the 0.68 goals per 60 minutes he’s registered at five-
on-five over the past three seasons checks out at a low-end second line 
pace. This year, he registered a career-high 15 goals in 56 games. He’s 
especially useful on the man advantage where he excels in a net-front 
role. 

Ritchie even owns a fairly decent two-way profile despite being limited in 
how well he uses his linemates. 

There’s reason to be bullish on him as a potential third-line contributor 
but his game isn’t without blemishes. Ritchie’s skating is a definite sore 
spot and he’s one of the league’s most undisciplined players at taking 
penalties. If you can live with those warts, he could make sense as a big 
bottom-six scoring winger who can help on the power-play. 
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The Athletic / NHL free agency: Evaluating the “best” and worst deals 
from Day 1 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn Jul 29, 2021  

 

The biggest winners on free agency day are usually the teams that don’t 
participate. It’s a day filled with mistakes and regrets, and yesterday’s 
binge felt like one of the most reckless in recent memory.  

All year we were collectively gaslit by league sources about the 
importance of cap space in a flat cap world, only to see front offices 
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around the league douse that space with gasoline and light it on fire. 
Some players will be worth the price tag in Year 1, but for the majority, 
that’s where the value ends. Considering the term given out on some 
deals — especially for players that don’t move the needle — there are 
going to be some serious headaches sooner rather than later. Front 
offices collectively spent $766 million in one day on a number of deals 
that will likely age poorly. They almost always do and this year doesn’t 
feel like it’ll be any different. 

The free-agent frenzy was a nice lesson on supply and demand, with 
demand for tomorrow’s problems being curiously high. Yes, free agency 
is the only real avenue to improve a team without giving up any assets, 
but that ignores that cap space is an asset — something that was 
repeatedly stated throughout the season. It didn’t seem like it yesterday 
as front offices everywhere indeed went into a frenzy, lacking any 
imagination or patience with regard to team building. Everyone knows the 
path to contention doesn’t go through free agency until the day free 
agency opens and minds are collectively lost. 

It was a bizarre day filled with very few deals that look like net positives. 
This was supposed to be a column on the best and worst deals from the 
first day of free agency, but as you can imagine, there’ll be a much larger 
focus on the latter. 

The “Best” Deals 

There weren’t many Actually Good signings, but some were better than 
others enough to count and there were a number of cheap deals with 
some promise. Before we get to the trainwreck, here are some of the 
bright moments from the opening day of the frenzy. 

Dougie Hamilton: It’s not often the most lucrative contract of the day is 
the best one. Generally, there’s a good chance it’s the worst. That’s not 
the case with Hamilton, who has long been underrated by Hockey Men 
everywhere and is now on a potential good value deal as a result. That 
he was paid $500,000 per season less than Seth Jones is truly 
bewildering given the past two seasons for both players. Hamilton is 
better than Jones. Full stop. There was maybe an argument for it before 
last season, but not anymore. I will not be listening to anything 
suggesting the contrary. 

At $9 million per, the expectation for Hamilton is to be a two-win defender 
through the life of the deal. He’s at 3.2 wins to start and should be worth 
2.6 on average when taking his age into consideration, giving him a 
strong cushion to be worth his lofty price tag. He’s a unique player with 
only one comp so it’s hard to judge exactly how he’ll age, but that one 
comp is Brent Burns who was still pretty damn effective in his early 30s. 

There is a good chance public models overrate Hamilton’s impact and I 
don’t want to downplay that. But everywhere he goes and plays, he earns 
elite results and that’s been at both ends of the ice the last two seasons. 
Hamilton finished fourth in Norris Trophy voting last season and should 
continue to be in contention for the next few years. He’s a true No. 1 
defenceman, an elite one at that, and that’s worth the price of admission 
here.  

Hamilton’s deal comes in with a surplus value of $18.8 million over the 
life of the deal leaving plenty of room for error if the model is indeed 
overrating him. It’s also far and away the most surplus value of any deal 
on the day. The Devils benefit greatly from an unfair and undeserved 
reputation. Hamilton is the real deal. 

Zach Hyman: There has been a lot of Hyman slander given how much 
his new extension is worth and it’s somewhat warranted given his injury 
history and the wear on his body. But he’s a lot better than he’s given 
credit for and the cap hit is low enough that he should be able to provide 
positive value over the front half of the deal. On a line with either Connor 
McDavid or Leon Draisaitl, it’ll be difficult not to.  

Hyman has proven he plays very well with star players, the guy who does 
the necessary dirty work in order to drive play. He’s a perfect third wheel 
and has plenty of comps that filled a similar role: Patrick Sharp, Alex 
Burrows, Patric Hornqvist, Chris Kunitz, Scott Hartnell, Justin Williams. 

His on-ice metrics are routinely good and he has the ability to score at a 
30-goal, 60-point pace with limited power play time. For $5.5 million, 
teams can do a lot worse … if he ages somewhat gracefully. Big if. 

Is this a good deal? No, and there’s a fair bit of downside from his comps 
suggesting Hyman can fall off at any moment. But for now, it’s a fair deal 
that could go either way, with Hyman having a 53 percent chance of 
providing positive value. On free agency day, considering how awful 
everything else looks, that’s a win.  

Nick Bonino: Just $2.1 million for Bonino? That’s a nice add for a depth 
center, going against the grain relative to what every other depth center 
received. Bonino has the ability to score at a top-six rate while being a 
positive player at five-on-five which is difficult to find from a bottom six-
piece. Over the last two years, he’s 76th in relative expected goal 
difference. 

Age is obviously a concern, but at that price tag, there’s a good chance 
he’s well worth it. San Jose’s depth forwards were a big problem last 
year and Bonino should help alleviate some of the issues there. He’s 
projected to be worth one win, which is a steal at just over $2 million. 

Ryan Suter: Even putting Suter’s deal here feels wrong because that 
fourth year has the potential to be a disaster. Very few of his comps 
made it that far, making it a risk, but the cap hit is modest enough to be 
worth it. Suter is projected to provide top pair value for one more season 
and though there’s a chance that’s inflated by playing with Jared 
Spurgeon, he’s going to a team that can insulate him just as well. It’s a 
really good fit. 

Like Hyman, this is closer to a fair deal than an outright win, but looking 
at what other defencemen earned makes this look like a steal. I mean, 
Suter or Cody Ceci? The choice should be obvious.  

Antti Raanta: The only goalie mentioned because, to be honest, I’m not 
really sure how to evaluate goalie contracts when their value is all over 
the map from year to year. Based on the deals given out this year it feels 
like there’s a hierarchy that goes something like this, give or take a 
million or so. 

Starter: $6 million 

Tandem: $4 million 

Backup: $2 million 

Raanta got paid like a backup, less than Laurent Brossoit or James 
Reimer, but there’s an argument to be made he’s tandem-level when 
healthy. Perhaps the “when healthy” is the issue, but his 2019-20 
numbers were inspiring enough to believe the Hurricanes made a good 
bet here. If he can bounce back to that level, that contract will look like a 
bargain. 

Keith Yandle (Sam Navarro / USA Today) 

The Scrap Heap 

Every year some of the best contracts come in at a low price tag as they 
carry almost no risk and have the potential to surprise. We usually have 
to wait until later for those gems, but there were some good ones signed 
on opening day. 

Keith Yandle: A legit power play quarterback for $900,000 is a steal, 
even if his five-on-five acumen is weak. Yandle did really well in 
sheltered minutes last year and should be a good fit in Philadelphia. 

Michael Bunting: No, Bunting won’t score on 26 percent of his shots 
forever, but that he did is alluring and his AHL numbers aren’t bad. He 
held his own in terms of play-driving and wasn’t completely sheltered 
considering he averaged nearly 17 minutes per night. A worthy flier, 
especially since his contract is easy to bury if it doesn’t work. 

Frederick Gaudreau: Had extremely good underlying numbers in 2018-19 
with Nashville and did it again in Pittsburgh two years later. At a low 
price, that skill set offers very serviceable depth for the Wild. 
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Derek Ryan: He’s old and wasn’t exactly beloved by his last team, but his 
defensive numbers are very strong and the price is modest. Ryan may 
fall a cliff at a moment’s notice, but he’s exactly the type of player the 
Oilers need in their bottom six. 

Mark Pysyk: Back to being an analytics darling in Dallas, though he 
played extremely sheltered minutes. A fine bet for Buffalo at a low price 
to see if he can be more at this stage of his career — which in turn might 
be worth a deadline asset to another team. 

The Worst Deals 

Yesterday was a disaster and there are two key clusters that drove that: 
depth centers and depth defencemen. GMs went overboard filling 
positional needs, paying a steep price to fill those roles without much 
care for whether those players actually provide much value. There were 
other deals for mid-level players that likely won’t age well, but we’ll start 
with the two big groups. 

Overpriced Depth Centers 

Four centers whose combined value for next season is minus-one win 
and who will cost $10 million collectively next season. Three of them are 
below replacement level, so I guess that’s the going rate for those types. 

Sean Kuraly: Has declined severely since being an asset during Boston’s 
Cup Final run in 2018-19. For $2.5 million, the Jackets are paying for a 
guy who has been 0.4 expected goals per 60 worse than his teammates 
the last two seasons and even more of a liability in terms of actual goals. 
His relative defensive numbers are especially bad and he was one of the 
least productive forwards last season.  

Alex Wennberg: Seattle needs centers, but this ain’t it. I don’t really get 
the fascination with Wennberg for him to net a $4.5 million AAV on a 
three-year deal. Last year’s scoring looks like a flash in the pan buoyed 
by playing with Jonathan Huberdeau and his relative expected goals rate 
has been negative in six of his seven seasons. Extreme Artem Anisimov 
energy.  

David Kampf: Considering the price for Pierre-Edouard Bellemare and 
Derek Ryan, I’m not entirely sure why Toronto spent a little more for 
Kampf other than “he’s younger.” His projected value is well in the 
negatives, which means anything above league minimum is a choice to 
add negative value. No discernible offensive ability whatsoever and his 
defensive impact looks negligible.  

Luke Glendening: Hockey Men love this man more than their own 
children it seems, but every time he’s out there it’s nothing but pain for 
the Red Wings. The minutes he plays are tough, but they are also 
disastrous. Over the last three seasons, he has had a 41 percent 
expected and actual goals rate. Why pay anything above league 
minimum for that? If every dollar counts in a flat cap world, there 
shouldn’t be any premium on Glendening. 

Overpriced Depth Defencemen 

This was the big one as each new defenceman deal seemed more 
absurd than the next. It’s like the only thing that each front office looked 
at was each player’s height and weight, with little regard for how the 
players actually utilize their size. It was absolutely mind-blowing seeing 
not only the dollars, but the term thrown around for defencemen 
yesterday. Demand was obviously very high, but I highly doubt it’ll be 
worth the exorbitant cost. 

David Savard: The analytics crowd has long been ardent supporters of 
Savard’s game, but over the last few years it’s hard to shake the 
disconnect between his expected and actual results: a 52 percent 
expected goals rate and 47 percent actual goals rate. In both regards, 
last year was Savard’s worst in a while with a 46 percent expected goals 
rate and just 25 percent of the actual goals. That’s probably bad luck 
more than anything, but the declining scoring chance numbers at his age 
are cause for concern. I don’t think he’s a top-four defender anymore and 
at his age, a four-year deal carries a lot of unnecessary risk. He’s already 
not worth $3.5 million, what’s he going to be worth at 34? Savard’s best 

comps are Roman Polak, Braydon Coburn and Alexei Emelin. There’s 
value in those types, but not if a team is paying them to be a top-four 
defender. Savard likely isn’t that anymore. 

Derek Forbort: The Jets defence was terrible last year and Forbort was 
part of the problem. It’s easy to look at his ice time and say “well, the 
coach trusted him”, but in Winnipeg it’s not like there was much 
competition. He can suppress chances decently and may be an asset for 
Boston in that regard in a more sheltered role, but it comes at a cost on 
offence where he provides next to nothing. To be honest, I want to see 
him play on a pair with Brandon Carlo just to see the offensive zone 
implode. That would be worth $3 million to me. 

Tucker Poolman: Of all the deals signed yesterday, Poolman’s was the 
most unfathomable. It’s never a good sign when a deal needs to be 
clarified with “that’s per year” and that was the case for Poolman. He’s 
closer to be being worth $700,000 per year than $2.5 million given he’s a 
liability at both ends of the ice. He doesn’t belong anywhere near a top-
four role and it’s unfathomable to me that two different teams watched 
Winnipeg last year, saw the team’s defence corps, and said “yes, please 
give me that for three-to-four years for too much money.” 

Cody Ceci: He’s not as bad as he’s made out to be, but how on Earth is 
he making second pair money for four years? Cody Ceci. How. 

The easy way to recognize how out of whack all this is, is to compare 
other contracts into units of Ceci. Would you rather have one Hamilton or 
three Cecis? How about 1.69 Cecis vs. one Hyman? There are times 
where I think the league is getting smarter and then something like this 
happens. That Edmonton traded Ethan Bear, who makes $1.25 million 
less to be better than Ceci, is the icing on top. 

The rest 

Some other deals that stuck out for players that are varying levels of 
useful now, but may not be by the time the contract is in its back half. Not 
at the price tag anyway. 

Brock McGinn: Pittsburgh got out of the Brandon Tanev deal somehow, 
only to commit themselves to a much worse fourth-line forward for four 
years at nearly $2.75 million. Jared McCann, who makes $190,000 more, 
was traded for expansion reasons to make room for this. One scored at a 
61-point pace last year, the other wasn’t even at half of that. He plays 
with jam, though, so I guess that’s worth putting a burden on your cap, 
despite McGinn-types being a dime-a-dozen. 

Mikael Granlund: I’ve always had a lot of time for Granlund (and that will 
be a common theme for the remaining players mentioned) in his 
Minnesota days, but he’s been a shade of that in Nashville. His decline 
has been rapid where he’s now a second-line scorer with negative play-
driving impacts.  

That’s not worth $5 million now barring a large bounce-back and things 
only get worse from there given his comps have a pretty harsh aging 
profile. Granlund was Nashville’s most used forward last season and that 
he only managed a 43-point pace is alarming. In 130 games as a 
Predator, he has just 62 points. 

Nick Foligno: It’s the second year that’s really bothersome here as 
Foligno was already showing strong signs of degradation last season. 
After being a strong defensive top-six winger for years, his game fell 
apart last season where he was worth closer to 0.4 wins per 82 — a third 
line rate. His deal isn’t too bad for that for this coming year, but there’s a 
strong chance it’s a burden next season as not many of his comps made 
it that far. There isn’t much upside here. Given the injury troubles he 
dealt with last year already, it’s hard to see a return to form for Foligno. 
His deal is an overpay for what he is now. 

Blake Coleman: It pains me to have Coleman on this list as I’m a big fan 
of his game and think he’s a very strong player — but six years is a very 
long time. He’s arguably worth the cap hit now and he may be worth it 
next year, especially if he takes on a bigger role in Calgary’s top six, but 
the clock is already ticking. He plays a heavy game that is difficult to see 
aging well for six years, and his current value isn’t high enough to offset 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • July 30, 2021 

 

that process. He’s a 45-point player with strong, but not elite play-driving 
impacts.  

That may change if he plays with skilled players in Calgary’s top six, 
though, and there is a two-win upside for the next three years which 
would put him in the low-end, top-line territory. Based on the current 
information we have it still does look like Calgary overpaid for 
championship pedigree. The key is finding the next Coleman on a 
bargain deal at the deadline as Tampa Bay did, not overpay during free 
agency. These types of free agency buys are usually ones that teams 
regret sooner rather than later, a painful sentence to type as a member of 
the Coleman Crew. 

Jaden Schwartz: He fits Seattle’s identity of defensive-minded players 
and is currently worth the $5.5 million cap hit, but for how much longer is 
the question. With a five-year term, the deal gets riskier and riskier with 
each passing year, especially if Schwartz’s scoring decline is real. In two 
of the past three seasons, he’s scored close to a 40-point pace, which is 
not ideal for the price tag.  

Two of his top comps are Kyle Okposo and Loui Eriksson, two mid-level 
wingers who looked worth it on Day 1, but quickly fell into the abyss of 
negative value on a new team. Schwartz may suffer the same fate if he 
ages close to his cohorts. He projects to be a top-six winger for the next 
two seasons, but there’s a dropoff after that which is why the deal lands 
here. 

Mike Hoffman: He does exactly one thing well: score goals on the power 
play. That might play well in Montreal for now as a Shea Weber one-
timer replacement, but his inability to handle even-strength minutes will 
be an issue. He’s had a negative expected goals impact in five straight 
seasons, with last year’s being the ugliest. For someone who earns so 
many points, he doesn’t exactly drive offence at five-on-five, which is a 
major concern for a scorer. His points are empty-calorie. 

It’s not a profile that ages gracefully, either. Based on his best comps, 
Hoffman’s deal will be below average in Year 1 and will become a 
problem in the two years afterward. In Year 3, he projects to be a 
replacement level player, providing value $3.3 million less than his cap 
hit.  
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When I agreed to write two sentences on every signing from UFA day in 
the NHL – something I’ve done numerous times in the past – I hadn’t 
banked on there being 63,000 signings. We got our work cut out for us 
here folks, so let’s dive in. 

We’ll start with the first registered deal, and work our way up to most 
recent. 

Brandon Montour, D, Florida 

Contract: Three years, $3.5 million AAV 

Florida made a similar bet to the one they made with Sam Bennett here. 
That’s that the player who excelled for them over a small post-deadline 
sample is indeed that player, and not the guy he had more commonly 
been in the years prior. 

Blake Coleman, RW, Calgary 

Contract: Six years, $4.9 million AAV 

When you hire Darryl Sutter to coach your team, you’re not putting him in 
a position to succeed if you don’t get him some players who play the 
brand of hockey he wants to play. This is too much money, but 
Coleman’s exactly what they’re looking for, so in a way it’s like smart 
clothes shopping – you’re better off spending more for something you’ll 
actually use than less for something you won’t wanna put out there. 

Remaining Time -1:14 

Treliving on moves: It opens up opportunities for other players 

Frederik Andersen, G, Carolina 

Contract: Two years, $4.5 million AAV 

Andersen became polarizing to Leafs fans, but I’ve long been Team 
Freddy. He’s a big, solid, quiet, bonafide NHL starter, and while there are 
real signs of decline there, he’s as good a bet as any UFA goalie out 
there to have a good season in 2021-22. 

Remaining Time -1:06 

‘No hard feelings’ Andersen confirms talks with Leafs were too far apart 

Jordan Martinook, LW, Carolina 

Contract: Three years, $1.8 million AAV 

This likely spelled the end of Brock McGinn, but Martinook’s become an 
integral part of what the Canes are these days. He’s a high energy 
worker who brings it every shift, and the type of guy you can see Rod 
Brind’Amour loving having in the room, on the bench, and on the ice. 

Sam Gagner, RW, Detroit 

Contract: One year, $850,000 AAV 

Smart player here, and you need guys with NHL experience around as 
you try to turn the metaphorical container ship around in the canal. No 
harm done on a one-year agreement. 

Alec Martinez, D, Vegas 

Contract: Three years, $5.25 million AAV 

The type of guy who both totally deserves a payday, in that he’s an 
excellent player who’s been between fairly and underpaid his whole 
career, and the type that scares you to sign as a free agent. He’d have 
been devastating to lose, but over $5 million per is a big cap hit for the 
34-year-old, and that raises expectations as you expect the player to 
decline some. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Eric Comrie, G, Winnipeg Jets 

Contract: One year, $750,000 AAV 

Put up or shut up time for Comrie and the Jets. Laurent Broissoit is gone, 
Comrie’s been in the Jets system forever, and so it’s time to show he can 
be a quality NHL backup or that’ll be the end of that. 

Sean Kuraly, LW, Columbus 

Contract: Four years, $2.5 million 

A workhorse of a player that every team wants, it’s just a matter of who 
wants to be the team to step up and give him dollar and term, which he 
got here. This is kind of how it has to go for places like Columbus that 
aren’t exactly free agent destinations, that they’ve gotta push themselves 
a little farther to get players. 

Mikael Granlund, C, Nashville Predators 

Contract: Four years, $5 million AAV 
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This is a “No sir, I don’t like it” from me. I’ve liked the player fine enough, 
too, but his underlying numbers have lead to some bleak projections from 
the analytics community, and it’s just a big number to expect value from 
in the years ahead. 

Boone Jenner, C, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Contract: Four years, $3.75 million AAV 

Similar to what I said about Kuraly here -- this guy is a worker, and I do 
think CBJ has to pay a little bit of a tax to get UFAs right now. They’re not 
in a position to win tomorrow, it’s not like it’s Chicago or Boston or one of 
the sexier markets, so it’s a little spendy, but they locked up a good 
player. 

Jaroslav Halak, G, Vancouver 

Contract: One year, $1.5 million AAV 

Excellent gamble from the UFA goalie market. I’m surprised this was all 
Halak could drum up out there, because goaltending is tough to predict 
but he’s a great bet at that cost. 

Travis Hamonic, D, Vancouver 

Contract: Two years, $3 million AAV 

I like Hamonic the person, but his shot attempt numbers last year show 
he was a drain on offence and a detriment to the team’s defence. I don’t 
know how to sugar-coat that except to say he’s a big rugged guy that’s 
hopefully able to find more of what he’s shown he can be in the past. 

David Savard, D, Montreal 

Contract: Four years, $3.5 million AAV 

David Savard is such a fit for Bergevin’s Habs I’m surprised he wasn’t 
already on the team. Costly and he doesn’t do a lick offensively, but 
nobody is asking him to, they’re asking him to help keep the puck out of 
his team’s net, and he does that well. 

Ryan Suter, D, Dallas 

Contract: Four years, $3.65 million 

It’s wild to see a player have four years of their contract bought out, then 
turn around and sign a four-year deal. But Suter still has some game left 
in the tank, and used to be elite, so when held up against the Savard 
deal above it doesn’t actually look all that bad. 

Michael Del Zotto, D, Ottawa 

Contract: Two years, $1.75 million AAV 

Credit where credit it's due, Del Zotto has been one of those players 
who’s proven to be adaptable and open-minded. He used to be coveted 
for an offensive skill set, but has slowly reinvented himself as a quality 
depth guy teams can trust, which is worth a couple years at under 

$2 million per. 

Zach Bogosian, D, Tampa Bay 

Contract: Three years, $850,000 AAV 

This feels like a steal for TB, to the point I’m surprised Bogosian would 
take it. After seeing how well he played with Tampa en route to winning 
the Cup, then how solid he was in Toronto, there’s a few deals above 
that make me believe he’s worth well more than this. 

Laurent Brossoit, G, Vegas 

Contract: Two years, $2.325 million AAV 

A tremendous signing for Vegas, who took Marc-Andre Fleury’s money 
and turned it into Laurent Brossoit – a guy I think can be a capable 1B – 
and Evgenii Dadonov. Whatever you think of how Vegas handled Fleury, 
their cap reality was that they were spending too much money in the 

crease, and I think they managed to fix that problem without creating a 
major one on the ice. 

Braden Holtby, G, Dallas 

Contract: One year, $2 million AAV 

He’s got some pedigree and he’s only 31, so you can understand a team 
giving him a year and 

$2 million. What happens next, with Khudobin and Bishop and Oettinger 
all looking for NHL starts, remains to be seen. 

Michael Amadio, C, Toronto 

Contract: One year, $750,000 AAV 

He’s a guy who put up a 98-point junior season, point-per-game AHL 
seasons, has played 173 NHL games, is a good size and is just 25 years 
old. What he’s created at the offensive end has ticked up the past couple 
seasons and he’s been on a bad Kings team, so maybe with some 
opportunity there’s something more here. 

Seth Jones, D, Chicago 

Contract: Eight years, $9.5 million 

It’s just so many dollars and so many years for a guy the underlying 
numbers are a little skeptical of. But he’s young and big, skates like a 
dream and is a legit top-pair guy, a type that doesn't grow on trees. 

Jonathan Bernier, G, New Jersey 

Contract: Two years, $4.125 million 

He’s been good in a tough situation the past couple years, and some 
“goals saved above expected” numbers back that up. But it feels like at 
least a small overpay, which isn’t much of a criticism on UFA day. 

Brian Elliott, G, Tampa Bay 

Contract: One year, $900,000 AAV 

If you’re the Lightning in salary cap hell, knowing what you’re paying your 
starter (and that you’re likely not winning the Cup if he gets hurt), the 
question you’re asking yourself is “Who’s the best goalie of the guys who 
cost less than a million bucks?” And lo, you have their answer. 

Alexander Edler, D, Los Angeles 

Contract: One year, $3.5 million 

In the Kings' quest (hey, remember that game?) to move from 
“rebuilding” to “competitive,” they were always gonna need to add some 
reliable NHL vets. I don’t know how much Edler has left in the tank, and 
$3.5 million doesn’t seem like a bargain, but he should be able to 
competently eat middle pair minutes for them. 

Nic Petan, LW, Vancouver 

Contract: One year, $750,000 AAV 

I think it’s somewhat telling that Petan’s contract sees him earn nearly 
half a million if he plays in the AHL, for where both he and team can see 
this going. But he can play in the NHL, and if the Canucks have injuries, 
he can create and certainly won’t hurt them. 

Brock McGinn, LW, Pittsburgh 

Contract: Four years, $2.75 million AAV 

I like this a lot for Pittsburgh, another team trying to fill capably around 
their well-paid big dogs. McGinn plays a style that should be popular with 
their new front office, and at just 27 should give them some good years. 

Luke Schenn, D, Vancouver 

Contract: Two years, $850,000 AAV 
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Very little downside here for the Canucks, who get a big solid NHL 
defenceman for near league minimum. There’s a whole lotta guys you 
could pay more who you’d trust less. 

Jaden Schwartz, LW, Seattle 

Contract: Five years, $5.5 million AAV 

As much as the Golden Knights' story has clouded the truth, the reality is 
that the Vegas/Seattle rosters weren’t handed top-end offensive players 
and both had to plan to score by committee. Schwartz can help the 
Kraken do that, and given their available cap space, it’s hard to be overly 
critical here, even if it’s a year or two more than perfect. 

Tyson Barrie, D, Edmonton 

Contract: Three years, $4.5 million AAV 

Tyson Barrie had the most points in the NHL last season among D-men, 
so it’s a little tiresome to read fans (namely Toronto fans) act like he can’t 
play in the league or something. He doesn’t defend well, but as 
specialists go he’s good at his job, so that contract for that player isn’t 
bad in a vacuum. 

Phillip Danault, C, Los Angeles 

Contract: Six years, $5.5 million AAV 

You don’t have to score a lot if your opponent never does, and Danault’s 
as good as it gets at preventing opposition goals. I think offence is harder 
to produce than good defence, so this is capitalized a lot for ages 28-34 
of Phil Danault, but he’ll help make them better than they’ve been. 

Philipp Grubauer, G, Seattle 

Contract: Six years, $5.9 million AAV 

If you’re sure a guy is going to be better than league average for all those 
years, 6x6 is OK. I don’t know that I’m sure of any goalie, but the best 
few can stay league average or better for that long starting at age 29, so 
I’m guessing there are some years this doesn’t look awesome. 

Remaining Time -1:26 

Kraken have built strong from the net out, but are they playoff bound? 

Kurtis Gabriel, RW, Toronto 

Contract: One year, $750,000 AAV 

I really like this addition at the roster fringes, as he brings energy and 
toughness and personality and seems like a great cultural fit for Toronto. 
He’s a bit of what they lack on the ice, so it's nice to have an option like 
Gabriel to plug into the lineup. 

Michael Bunting, LW, Toronto 

Contract: Two years, $950,000 AAV 

The Leafs lost a lot of quality attributes in Hyman, and tried to reclaim 
them all back, just spread out over a few different names. Bunting is a 
good net-front player who’ll get after the puck and the opposition and has 
the upside to give value on a cheap deal. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Oilers' Holland says Hyman will bring a tremendous amount of versality 

Brayden Point, C, Tampa Bay 

Contract: Eight years, $9.5 million AAV 

How good is Brayden Point that he signed a deal for $76 million and it 
feels like absolute robbery? He’s one of the best players in the NHL, full 
stop, and would probably still be a value deal at $11 or 12 million. 

Zach Hyman, LW, Edmonton 

Contract: Seven years, $5.5 million AAV 

Zach Hyman works and gets the puck back and stands in the paint and is 
“heavy” and consistent. If he’s the player he’s been the past few years for 
the Oilers he’s worth well over $5.5 million per, it’s just that nobody has 
any clue how long he’s going to be able to give those things to a team, 
given the wear on his body. 

Brandon Sutter, C, Vancouver 

Contract: One year, $1.125 million AAV 

At his old cap hit, he was damn-near vilified. At this one, I’m not sure 
there’s a team in the league who wouldn’t love to have him. 

Tony DeAngelo, D, Carolina 

Contract: One year, $1 million AAV 

On paper, and even on the ice, DeAngelo gives the Canes a bit of what 
Dougie Hamilton did at a fraction of the price. In person, though, he’s 
burned through chance after chance, doesn’t treat people well, puts 
himself first, and I’m genuinely surprised a beloved organization like the 
Canes (they’re a hipster-fave of many on Twitter) would give him yet 
another chance, placing value ahead of values. 

Cody Ceci, D, Edmonton 

Contract: Four years, $3.25 million AAV 

I know the noise out of Ontario is a little loud at times, but Ceci was pretty 
decent in Pittsburgh last year. But it’s still too much money and term for 
yet another Oilers defender who doesn’t exactly excel at defending. 

Jujhar Khaira, C, Chicago 

Contract: Two years, $975,000 AAV 

Good deal for the Blackhawks. A bonafide NHLer in a depth role who’s 
not a big financial risk. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

Martin Jones, G, Philadelphia 

Contract: One year, $2 million AAV 

I don’t fully understand this, given how much Martin Jones has struggled. 
Philly has made major changes, but if Carter Hart doesn’t rebound and 
the plan is turn the big push over to Martin Jones, the foundation of 
what’s been built there feels a little shaky. 

Mike Hoffman, LW, Montreal 

Contract: Three years, $4.5 million AAV 

The Canadiens can defend but need help scoring, and Mike Hoffman 
scores. St. Louis wanted him back, he can shoot it in the net, this just 
makes a lot of sense. 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Hoffman had other options, but signing with Canadiens was a no-brainer 

Carter Verhaeghe, LW, Florida 

Contract: Three years, $4.166 million AAV 

This might end up being the best UFA deal of the day for a guy you’ve 
barely watched play. He can do it all, and at just 25, is a good bet to have 
three seasons that well out-perform that cap hit. 
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Tucker Poolman, D, Vancouver 

Contract: Four years, $2.5 million AAV 

This was the year of depth D-men getting way more term than they 
should’ve. Poolman is a big boy and fine D-man, but I’m not sure you 
need to lock up a guy who plays at the bottom of your D-corps for four 
years at that cap hit. 

Vinnie Hinostroza, RW, Buffalo 

Contract: One year, $1.05 million AAV 

He’s an NHLer, and the Buffalo Sabres need those. It’s going to be a 
tough place to put up the type of numbers that’ll get you a big next deal 
though, so Hinostroza’s got his work cut out for himself. 

Ryan Dzingel, LW, Arizona 

Contract: One year, $1.1 million AAV 

Arizona is like Buffalo – next year matters not, but they need NHL 
players. Dzingel is a legitimate one of those. 

Cedric Paquette, LW, Montreal 

Contract: One year, $950,000 AAV 

I like this deal! He fits the mold of how Montreal is trying to play (playoff 
hockey, baby), and he’s prime-aged and cheap. 

Alex Wennberg, C, Seattle 

Contract: Three years, $4.5 million AAV 

I get lost when considering Seattle’s signings, because they aren’t in cap 
stress like so many other teams, but that shouldn’t excuse overpays. If 
Wennberg gets that deal to play for Toronto or Tampa or anywhere else, 
I imagine there’d be a few critics of the dollar amount. 

Alex Goligoski, D, Arizona 

Contract: One year, $5 million AAV 

I’m generally in favour of paying more dollars to get the shorter term, 
which Dallas has done here. It mitigates any potential larger damages, 
meaning Goligoski feels overpaid here, but he’s still a good player and 
Dallas remains flexible. 

Linus Ullmark, G, Boston 

Contract: Four years, $5 million AAV 

Hindsight is 20/20, so I’m seeing pretty clear here, but it’s inexcusable 
that Ullmark wasn’t moved at the deadline last year. Maybe the 
Eichel/Reinhart situations were tough to read then, but this had to be a 
situation where they say “You gotta extend or we gotta move you, we just 
can’t afford to risk losing an asset like you for nothing in a rebuild.” 

Pius Suter, C, Detroit 

Contract: Two years, $3.25 million AAV 

This is a good bet on potential upside for a rebuilding team on the cheap. 
You need a few things to break your way to get back to great, and it’s not 
impossible Suter becomes a real contributor. 

Dougie Hamilton, D, New Jersey 

Contract: Seven years, $9 million AAV 

The analytics love him, the Hockey Men are far more skeptical, but for a 
rebuilding team that needs genuine needle-movers, there’s no doubt this 
is a great signing for the Devils. Hamilton is big and young enough and 
right-handed and scores and all that fun stuff. 

Trevor Lewis, RW, Calgary 

Contract: One year, $800,000 AAV 

A player that suits Sutter’s preferred style. A player that suits Sutter’s 
preferred style (I didn’t say the sentences woudn’t be the same). 

Nate Thompson, C, Philadelphia 

Contract: One year, $800,000 AAV 

Quality depth guy. The Flyers shouldn’t be an easy team to play. 

David Rittich, G, Nashville 

Contract: One year, $1.25 million AAV 

A good value bet here. An NHL back-up at NHL back-up cost. 

Petr Mrazek, G, Toronto 

Contract: Three years, $3.8 million AAV 

Of the list of available UFA goalies, Mrazek was in the tier of “best bets to 
perform above league average” next season. He’s been a 1B and played 
in a system identical to Toronto’s, he should be fine sharing the crease 
for under $4 million per. 
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Breaking down Canadiens, Leafs and Oilers moves from Day 1 of free 
agency 

Erik Haula, LW, Boston 

Contract: Two years, $2.375 million AAV 

A useful forward who should provide the Bruins with some depth scoring. 
A useful depth player and reasonably small risk. 

Nick Foligno, LW, Boston 

Contract: Two years, $3.8 million AAV 

Foligno’s one of those guys where you love the player he’s been and 
what he’s done, and if he can still provide some of that, you’re absolutely 
gonna love having him. If he doesn’t, well, you’re paying for nostalgia, 
and that’s not awesome. 

Ian Cole, D, Carolina 

Contract: One year, $2.9 million AAV 

Quality depth D-man here on a short deal which keeps the risk feeling 
pretty light. I’d bet he’s got another decent year left in the tank. 

Ryan Getzlaf, C, Anaheim 

Contract: One year, $4.5 million AAV 

I’m always torn on how I feel about guys who are a legend somewhere 
choosing to stay in the same city when it’s pretty clear their team isn’t 
going to be competitive. It almost feels anti-competitive, if I’m being 
honest, and I feel like Getzlaf could’ve helped someone somewhere else 
and played in more meaningful games (but I have a family myself and 
understand not all decisions are hockey decisions). 

Antti Raanta, G, Carolina 

Contract: Two years, $2 million AAV 

A tandem of Andersen/Raanta should be stable, and at a really 
affordable price. Raanta has injury issues, but when he’s healthy he is an 
excellent goaltender. 

Derek Forbort, D, Boston 

Contract: Three years, $3 million AAV 

Depth defenders, come on down, you’re the next contestants on The 
Price Seems High. Forbort is solid and fits what the Bruins want to be 
just fine, but he’s the type of guy you’d like to keep the 
dollars/term/expectations down on. 

Derek Ryan, C, Edmonton 
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Contract: Two years, $1.25 million AAV 

Ryan’s a smart player who sees the ice well, and the Oilers have been 
starving for depth scoring. Since he’s not particularly big or fast (he’s not 
a “raw talent” guy), I do worry about how his skill-set will age in the 
seasons ahead. 

Mike Reilly, D, Boston 

Contract: Three years, $3 million AAV 

I like this one. Of the many defencemen who just got 3-4 years around 
this cap hit, Reilly seems the best bet to out-perform his deal. 

Tomas Nosek, C, Boston 

Contract: Two years, $1.75 million AAV 

Analysts and fans all have different preferences in players and playing 
styles, and Nosek isn’t exactly to mine. But he’s cheap, and provides 
some depth punch for a Bruins team that’s seen the talent on its roster 
fall off precipitously after the top-six in years past. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 5 forwards Maple Leafs could target in ‘second wave’ of 
UFA market 

 

Luke Fox July 29, 2021, 6:04 PM 

 

TORONTO -- One hundred sixty-one signings for 294 contract years and 
$783.6 million later, Kyle Dubas is surveying the free agents unclaimed 
and seeing an occasion to strike. 

That is why the Toronto Maple Leafs general manager said Wednesday 
evening that it is “far too early” to start comparing his 2021-22 roster to 
his 2020-21 group that ripped through a highly irregular regular season. 

“We still have a good amount of cap space. We are still waiting for the 
second wave of the forward market to sort itself out. I probably think it is 
a better question for me to answer in a few days or closer to camp, just in 
terms of my expectation,” said Dubas, minutes after shoring up his 
crease and gathering six maybes and hopefuls. 

“We have a great opportunity here for a forward that maybe doesn’t get 
what they want in the first go-around, looks at our group and what has 
been moved on in free agency, and now can look at this and say, ‘Geez, 
that is a pretty good opportunity for me,’ particularly as a winger, to play 
with our forward group as it is currently constructed.” 

Particularly a left winger. 

Particularly someone who can bring a portion of what the Edmonton 
Oilers' Zach Hyman used to bring to Toronto’s top six, at a fraction of the 
cost. 

Best case? The Leafs already have that guy. 

Maybe a soon-to-be 20-year-old Nick Robertson becomes an instant 
phenom or a discount-taking, try-hard Michael Bunting breaks out at the 
perfect time. 

But that’s a heck of an ask for a five-foot-nine kid whose first pro season 
was derailed by injury and a pandemic. Or a late-blooming 25-year-old 
who has skated in a grand total of 26 NHL games, few of them 
meaningful. 

Remaining Time -1:25 

How Dubas approached free agency without much cap space 

So many of the ideal substitutes and Toronto UFA targets -- Jaden 
Schwartz, Nick Foligno, Mikael Granlund, Brandon Saad -- signed 
lucrative deals too rich for an athlete to pass up and too long for Dubas to 
match. 

So, the executive sits back with approximately $3.5 million in cap space 
and plays the waiting game, knowing talent without employment will get 
antsy. 

In the 2020 off-season, proven “second wave” UFA wingers Mike 
Hoffman and Mikael Granlund inked one-year contracts for much less 
than their projected value. Florida snagged Anthony Duclair for $1.7 
million. Montreal secured playoff difference-maker Corey Perry for 
$750,000. 

“The right player will think this is the right opportunity for them. We would 
also like to head into the year with some cap space and let it accrue so 
we can stay flexible as we go through the season,” Dubas said. 

“We will stay flexible, take some risks on guys that need a second 
chance -- or we feel are just about to pop -- and try to bring them in here 
and get the most out of them playing alongside our group.” 

Remaining Time -2:46 

Signing Mrazek to replace Andersen saves Maple Leafs much-needed 
cap space 

Let’s name names. 

Tomas Tatar: Of all the UFA wingers still on the board, none produced 
more points per game in 2021 than the 30-year-old Tatar (0.6), who was 
the Montreal Canadiens’ leading scorer as recently as 2019-20. A proven 
offensive weapon and power-play threat with positive underlying metrics 
(58.9 CF%), Tatar already has six 20-goal campaigns on his résumé. So 
why was he healthy scratched by two teams in two Stanley Cup Finals? 

Nick Ritchie: A big body (six-foot-two, 234 pounds). A first-round pick. A 
local boy. And a project now looking to join his third franchise at age 25. 
The inconsistent Ritchie went unqualified as an RFA by the rival Boston 
Bruins but could still be an asset to many a middle six. He brings a 
rugged element the Leafs are not flush with. 

Marcus Johansson: A 20-goal, 50-point asset for Washington before 
concussions and a slew of sweater changes derailed his career, the 30-
year-old Swede fits the mould of a project Dubas would be willing to take 
on for cheap. 
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Alex Galchenyuk: Dubas has said the door is open on a Galchenyuk 
return, and the determined winger certainly showed flashes alongside 
John Tavares and William Nylander. He’s exploring his options, and even 
the team that drafted him (Montreal) is said to have some level of interest 
in a reunion. His last contract was one year at $1.05 million. Would he 
take that again? 

Nikita Gusev: A right shot capable of playing either wing, Gusev make 
some noise in 2019-20 when he finally left the KHL, scoring 13 goals and 
44 points in 66. games for a bad Devils squad. The Russian's '21 
campaign was split between New Jersey and Florida. His shooting 
percentage dropped, and he failed to find his groove in either lineup. 
Gusev is only 29. He should have some game left, and he's garnered 
some interest on the market. Does he give the NHL another go, or return 
to the KHL? 

These are the type of sneaky good finds Dubas will be considering. 
Some pan out (Galchenyuk, Tyler Ennis). Some don’t (Jimmy Vesey). 
And if the GM doesn’t see value, he’ll be content to let his cap room grow 
and use it at another all-in trade deadline. 
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“Maybe we weren’t in the big-game hunting section of it here, but that is 
fine with us,” Dubas said. 

“Whether it is using our remaining cap space to sign a free agent in the 
coming days or whether it is through trade, we are going to continue to 
look at any avenues we can to improve the roster. Nothing is out of the 
realm of possibility for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hyman will solidify Oilers' top line, but other roster 
questions linger 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — When we asked Ken Holland what happens to the plan 
when you lose two of your top four defencemen for nothing, with Oscar 
Klefbom injured and Adam Larsson gone to Seattle, he was direct and 
concise. 

“You make a new plan.” 

So this is what the new plan looks like: 

• Signing Zach Hyman to a seven-year contract with an average annual 
value of $5.5 million. 

• Re-signing Tyson Barrie on a three-year term with a $4.5 million AAV. 

• Replacing Larsson with Cody Ceci, on a four-year deal ($3.25 million 
AAV). 

• Trading defenceman Ethan Bear to Carolina for rugged left-winger 
winger Warren Foegele. 

• Nabbing centreman Derek Ryan on a two-year contract with an AAV of 
$1.25 million. 

“I believe that we’re deeper on the back end, and I believe that we’re 
deeper on the front end,” Holland said of his work at the free agent 
deadline. “And we’re still exploring.” 
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What do we think about Holland’s handiwork? Let’s dig in, shall we? 

• Hyman makes Edmonton better. There is no debate that finding a 
proven left-winger for Connor McDavid and solidifying a position that has 
been a revolving door on the Oilers’ top line is a positive over the next 
five years. The contract is a couple of years longer than you’d like, but 
that is how free agency works. 

It is near impossible to find a negative view on Hyman from around the 
hockey world. “Steady as a drumbeat,” was one description that sums up 
the player. 

• Barrie, the NHL’s leading scorer among defencemen and a player who 
wants to play in Edmonton, for three years is a win. Forget his season in 
Toronto — Barrie is a proven offensive contributor who needs to be 
buttressed defensively — and having him back makes Edmonton a better 
team. 

“I had fun playing hockey again last year and that was important for me. 
We like Edmonton. It’s a good fit. It’s a joy to come to the rink. It’s a good 
culture they have,” said Barrie. 

For some, signing an above average offensive D-man on a contract we 
would consider to be favourable is bad business. Those folks are not 
named McDavid, Leon Draisaitl or Darnell Nurse, however. 

“Connor called me this morning, all the boys texted me,” Barrie said 
Wednesday. “I think we have a good thing going, a good group of guys, 
and the sky’s the limit.” 
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Barrie excited to have stability with new contract with Oilers 

• Ceci. Now we get to the question marks. 

Who is Ceci? Is he the player who finished second in plus-minus (plus-
18) and second in scoring (17 points, all even strength) while playing 
18:31 per game for the Pittsburgh Penguins last season? 

Or is he the guy who struggled in Toronto the year before that, part of a 
Leafs blue line that needed an overhaul? Today, one third-of that group 
mans the Oilers' blue line, with Ceci and Barrie in Edmonton. 

Barrie is undoubtedly a better player in blue and orange than he was in 
blue and white, while Ceci was no doubt a better player in Pittsburgh 
than he was in Toronto. Can he be a solid, shutdown piece on the right 
side of the second pairing — likely with partner Duncan Keith — who can 
justify dealing away a 24-year-old Bear? 

This is the one acquisition Holland made on Wednesday that carries the 
biggest asterisk. We don’t blame him for losing Larsson, but on a day he 
needed a stout defender, acquiring Ceci is going to be on people’s radar 
for a long while in Edmonton. 

• Bear was, in the end, another small defenceman who doesn’t defend 
well enough. A right side of Barrie, Bear and young Evan Bouchard 
simply is not an option for a team that wants playoff success, so turning 
him into a bigger, third-line left-winger who can help Edmonton’s depth 
up front was good business. 

Bear can surely play for your team if he is surrounded by a bigger more 
defensive-minded D-corps. On this team he is more of the same, and 
became the odd man out on Wednesday. 
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Playing with McDavid was one of the reasons Hyman signed with Oilers 

• Ryan? Why not. 

Holland has a third-line centre-of-the-future in Ryan McLeod, and was 
unable to acquire a high-end 3C on Wednesday. So he landed what is 
essentially a high-end 4C in Ryan, a smart utility forward who will insulate 
McLeod and help him grow into the role. 

If by the deadline McLeod just isn’t able to play third-line centre yet, and 
Ryan is deemed not productive enough in the role, Holland will hope to 
find one at the deadline to help in the playoffs. 

You can’t get everyone you want on one day, especially in a cap system, 
and this is one place that remains fluid. 

The other? In goal, where Holland failed to get in on a goalie carousel 
that saw 14 netminders move through Central Registry on their way to 
new clubs Wednesday. He was in on Darcy Kuemper but couldn’t close 
the deal, and had a deal to move Mikko Koskinen’s contract if he could 
have landed the Arizona goalie. 

Now he’ll start the season with the same tandem from last year, and try 
to adjust on the fly if he has to. 

Make no mistake: the fact that Mike Smith and Koskinen combined for a 
team save percentage (.910) that ranked seventh in the NHL at all 
strengths last season is only part of the equation. Koskinen does not 
have the trust of the players or the organization, and failing to get better 
at the most important position leaves doubt inside a locker room that 
knows a backup to Smith will get 35 starts this season — and perhaps 
have to weather an injury to the ageing starter. 
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“I understand people talking about (our) goaltending. Smitty is 39, Kosky 
is 33,” said Holland, who acknowledged that Koskinen’s $4.5 million AAV 
for one more year has him stymied. “The only way I can get into the 
goalie market is if I trade a goalie. I could not get into the goalie carousel 
because of contracts.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks will be better after additions, but impossible to 
say how much 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks are like a beautifully-renovated 
home that shows really well at an open house. As long as you don’t go 
downstairs. 

Limits on the team’s renovation budget were evident in the opening hours 
of National Hockey League free agency on Wednesday when the 
Canucks essentially turned defenceman Nate Schmidt into three players 
for the right side of their blue-line: Tucker Poolman, Travis Hamonic and 
Luke Schenn. 

These three experienced pros will cost the Canucks $6.35 million in cap 
space next season, roughly the spending money Vancouver general 
manager Jim Benning created late Tuesday by trading Schmidt and his 
$5.95-million hit to the Winnipeg Jets. 

The Canucks on Wednesday also mended the hole in net behind starter 
Thatcher Demko by signing veteran goalie Jaroslav Halak to a bonus-
heavy, one-year contract that will cost the Canucks $1.5 million next 
season and, likely, the same amount again in 2022-23 after the 36-year-
old is gone. 

And incumbent Canuck Brandon Sutter was re-signed at a bargain $1.15 
million to centre the fourth line, kill penalties and provide some stability 
and leadership on a roster with six new faces, more if you count some of 
the “bubble” players from the swarm of minor-league signings on 
Wednesday. 

The hockey-ops department signed 11 players, most of them with some 
NHL experience, to stock the minor-league team the Canucks have 
relocated to nearby Abbotsford. Note to fans in the Fraser Valley: the 
Abbotsford Canucks are going to be good. 

The Vancouver Canucks? 

They’re going to be better. But it’s impossible to say how much. 

Benning splurged on his forwards earlier this month, acquiring top-six 
winger Conor Garland from the Arizona Coyotes and third-line centre 
Jason Dickinson from the Dallas Stars. Factor in the arrival of Russian 
prospect Vasily Podkolzin and the expected return-to-heath of Elias 
Pettersson, and the Canucks are going to be deeper, faster, more 
dangerous and a lot better up front than they were last season. 

But the net changes on defence, which statistically was already one of 
the poorest in the NHL, are an upgrade from Alex Edler to Oliver Ekman-
Larsson on the left side, and a downgrade from Schmidt to Poolman on 
the right. 

Hey, but have you seen the upstairs? That’s real hardwood. 

“As a six-man unit, I think we're better,” Benning said of the defence, 
which should benefit by the natural improvement of 21-year-old Quinn 
Hughes and 22-year-old Jack Rathbone. “I think we have a good mix of 
guys that can get back and transition the puck up ice, (partnered) with 
more stay-at-home, bigger, more physical guys. That's to be determined, 

who plays with who, at training camp, but I like the mix of the group we 
have. 

“We wanted to, first and foremost, get some cap flexibility. We did that. 
And we wanted to turn the team over. If you look at our forward group, 
we're young. I think we got faster. We added two top-nine forwards to our 
group (Garland and Dickinson). We added a top-pairing defenceman in 
OEL (Ekman-Larsson). We got bigger and stronger on the back end. We 
got an experienced goalie. We've added good depth to our organization." 

Remaining Time -6:19 

Canadian NHL teams make splashes and add depth on opening of free 
agency 

The Canucks signed enough players for their American Hockey League 
team to play soccer: forwards Justin Bailey, Nic Petan, Justin Dowling, 
Sheldon Rempal, Phillip Di Giuseppe, John Stevens and Sheldon Dries, 
and defencemen Brady Keeper, Brad Hunt, Kyle Burroughs and Devante 
Stephens. Five of them are from Metro Vancouver and a few will push for 
depth positions on the Canucks at training camp. 

Benning also kept a pile of cap space in reserve: $16.2 million, plus 
access to another $3.5 million when forward Micheal Ferland returns to 
long-term injured reserve. 

This total is enough to pay for the second contracts, likely bridge deals, 
for Pettersson and Hughes and fend off any outside chance of a 
predatory offer sheet for Pettersson. Dickinson and depth defenceman 
Olli Juolevi also remain unsigned restricted free agents. 

Remaining Time -1:09 

Why Nate Schmidt is excited to join a 'great' Jets team 

 

“I don't think people should be concerned; we're going to get these deals 
done,” Benning said of Pettersson and Hughes. “We've had constructive 
talks with (agents) Pat Brisson and J.P. Barry about their clients. I don't 
comment on where we're at in negotiations, but I think they've been real 
positive and we're going to be able to figure them out.” 

Canucks management has pulled nearly every lever it can to create cap 
space, offloading Benning’s previous free-agent spending mistakes in 
Friday’s massive deal for Garland, Ekman-Larsson and most of the $50 
million left on OEL’s contract, buying out Jake Virtanen and Braden 
Holtby, trading Schmidt and even structuring Halak’s contract to pay the 
goalie half his $3 million in the form of bonuses that won’t count against 
Vancouver’s cap until next season. 

“We've created a lot of cash, a lot of cap (space),” Benning said. “If 
there's an offer sheet or anything, we're going to match it on Petey. But 
to be able to sign those guys, we wanted that cap flexibility.” 

Benning certainly generated some, and fulfilled his end-of-season pledge 
to be aggressive in trying to upgrade a team that plummeted last season 
to last in the temporary Canadian division after a final-eight appearance 
in the Stanley Cup tournament the previous summer. 

But are they good enough? Will their strength up front be enough to 
overcome any deficiencies on defence? 

“It was a disappointing season for us last year and ... I said I was going to 
be aggressive, and I think we have been aggressive, and we'll just have 
to see where that all plays out,” Benning said near the end of his press 
conference. “But I want to be a playoff team next year and expect to be a 
playoff team.” 

That’s the money quote. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames add 'Sutter-type' forward Blake Coleman to fill 
middle-six gap 

 

Eric Francis 

 

The last time Blake Coleman was acquired by a team, he was 
considered the “final piece” needed to complete Tampa Bay’s Stanley 
Cup puzzle. 

Two championships later, the 29-year-old forward is coming to Calgary 
with slightly less fanfare. 

A whole lot more money, though. 

The two-time 20-goal scorer will be paid $29.4 million over the next six 
years ($4.9 million AAV) – a hefty price to bring work ethic, leadership 
and a championship pedigree to a team looking to add all three. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Tabbed to play middle-six minutes on either wing, Coleman will be 
tasked to provide energy while exemplifying the physical and defensive-
first mentality the new coach demands. 

The lefty kills penalties, forechecks with vigour, can play all three forward 
positions and was a fixture on the ice the final five minutes of any 
Lightning lead. 

On the third line in Tampa, his 14 goals in 55 games had the man who 
scored the Cup-clincher against Dallas a year earlier on pace for another 
20-goal season. 

“In big moments Blake is a guy who is trusted by his coaches,” said 
Flames GM Brad Treliving, breaking the silence on an otherwise quiet 
off-season. 

“He’s a big minute-eater, plays against top lines and is able to produce 
offence. I think he’s a very versatile player. That line that he played on (in 
Tampa) – you can number it how you want – but they had the second-
most ice time. They got the heavy matchup, they produced offensively 
and he’s a top penalty killer in the league, so we’ll find plenty of ice for 
him. 

“Blake was a highly-sought-after player. He plays in the trenches, but I 
think his skill is very understated.” 

Remaining Time -1:23 

Coleman will bring championship pedigree to Flames on six-year deal 

He could star in a third-line role on the left side of Mikael Backlund and 
Dillon Dube, but there’s a better chance he’ll play on the right side of the 
second unit with Sean Monahan and Andrew Mangiapane. Lots of 
options for a team that still needs to sign another couple forwards and a 
few more defencemen. 

“I think I have a role that can slot up and down lineups, kind of the 
versatility is part of the attraction to my game,” said Coleman, a native of 
Plano, Texas, who netted New Jersey a first rounder and prospect Nolan 
Foote at the trade deadline two years ago. 

“I think I've had some success on all four lines in my career. I've played 
with really high-end skill. I've played with gritty forechecking lines. I've 
been all over the map. Just a reliable two-way game. Certainly, the ability 
to chip in offensively, but I think my pedigree and my bread and butter 
has been the 200-foot-game and being able to play against the top lines." 

Coleman is an extremely sturdy, five-foot-11, 207-pound force who fits 
the mould of tenacious, relentless forwards Sutter relishes. 

His signing was one of many on a busy day of free agency for the 
Flames, which included several other Sutter-type additions. 

Hulking defenceman Nikita Zadorov was acquired for a third rounder 
from Chicago Wednesday, while Trevor Lewis was reunited with Sutter 
by signing a one-year deal worth $800,000. 

“It does stick with a theme - these are all players that we think will fit into 
a system Darryl likes to play,” said Treliving. 

“You always work closely with your coach at looking at ways to improve 
your roster. All are responsible players.” 

Lewis won two Stanley Cups with Sutter in Los Angeles and already has 
the trust of a coach who will lean on the 34-year-old to kill penalties and 
anchor the fourth line. 

“Me and Darryl were together for a long time in LA and we won together, 
so I feel like we’ve got that bond for life,” said Lewis, who scored five 
goals with Winnipeg last year. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“I kind of grew up in the NHL playing for Darryl and that’s how I learned 
how to play. I think I fit in well with his system and I’m just excited to be a 
part of the group.” 

Coleman spoke to several players who’d played for Sutter and said the 
disciplined coach was part of the attraction to Calgary. 

“He just seems like my kind of coach,” said Coleman, who met Johnny 
Gaudreau while playing for the U.S. at a recent World Championships. 

“I've played for coaches that demand hard, earnest games. I think I play 
that. I think I play a pretty honest style and I bring my best to the rink 
every day.” 

The Flames also sent a third rounder to Boston for Czech goalie Dan 
Vladar, who Treliving has tabbed as the team’s backup for Jacob 
Markstrom. 

“We’ve been tracking him for some time and we think Danny is ready to 
take that step,” said Treliving of the 23-year-old third rounder who posted 
solid AHL numbers for several years before a solid showing in the Czech 
Republic last year was followed by his first five NHL appearances. 

“He’s been a top goalie in the AHL. He’s a big man at 6-foot-5. Athletic 
and had some time in Boston.” 

Zadorov is a left-shot defender who is capable of bringing his snarl on 
either side. 

“Zadorov is not coming in to replace Mark Giordano – there was no one 
on the market who could (do that),” said Treliving. 

“He’s a big body who moves very well, can defend space, rangey, moves 
the puck and has a physical element to him. We still have some work to 
do to fill out the blue line. It’s going to be by committee and we think Z 
can pick up some of those minutes.” 

Remaining Time -1:14 

Treliving on moves: It opens up opportunities for other players 

The first text Zadorov received upon landing with the Flames was from 
Milan Lucic, who was kicked out of his very first game as a Flame for 
sucker punching Zadorov in an effort to spark his new team. 

"I'm glad I don't have to take sucker punches from him anymore,” 
laughed the personable, six-foot-six, 235-pound shut-down blue liner. 

“Now we can punch other guys together." 
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The Flames, whose only previous addition came several days earlier with 
the signing of versatile depth winger Tyler Pitlick, capped Wednesday by 
signing defencemen Nick Desimone and Kevin Gravel, as well as goalie 
Adam Werner to two-way deals at league minimum. 

Treliving said there was no update on talks to extend Johnny Gaudreau’s 
contract past next season, which is pertinent as his modified no-trade 
clause kicked in Wednesday, limiting the number of teams he could be 
traded to to five. 

Derek Ryan's time as a Flame came to an end Wednesday when he 
signed a two-year deal with the Oilers for $1.25 million annually. 

“I think we certainly improved significantly in some areas – there’s still 
some work to be done,” said Treliving, who still has almost $13 million in 
cap space. 

“The work doesn’t end today. Adding some of the pieces we did today 
will help us in certain areas. As changes happen it does open up 
opportunities for other players. We’ve got lots of flexibility right now. We 
still have some of our own players to sign but we have options. That’s not 
by coincidence. We’ve got lots of summer left to add players via free 
agency or through the trade market. 
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TSN.CA / Boynton: Investigators probing alleged abuse of former 
Blackhawks players ask, ‘Who knew?’ 

For 45 minutes last Friday morning, former Chicago Blackhawks player 
Nick Boynton joined a Zoom call with lawyers hired by the franchise to 
share his memories of abuse allegations that first surfaced during the 
team’s 2010 playoff run. Rick Westhead has more. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

For 45 minutes last Friday morning, former Chicago Blackhawks player 
Nick Boynton joined a Zoom call with lawyers hired by the franchise to 
share his memories of abuse allegations that first surfaced during the 
team’s 2010 playoff run. 

Boynton, who was joined on the video call by his lawyer, told four 
attorneys with the law firm Jenner & Block that he remembered how 
former Blackhawks forward Jake Dowell had first told him during the 
2010 NHL playoffs that two of their teammates had been sexually 
assaulted by Brad Aldrich, who was then Chicago’s video coach. 

Boynton told investigators that, at the request of those teammates, he 
approached skills coach Paul Vincent, hoping that the retired police 
officer would convince the club’s management to fire Aldrich and report 
the allegations to police. 

Boynton, who played seven games with the Blackhawks in the 2009-10 
championship season and 41 games with the team the following year, 
said in his Zoom interview that many of Chicago’s top stars knew about 
the abuse, based on their conversations in the locker room. 

“They asked me who knew and I gave them names, basically everybody 
on the team,” Boynton told TSN in an interview on Wednesday. “I said 
everybody f---ing knew about it. I said you can talk to the coaches. …I 
said talk to Torch [former assistant coach John Torchetti]. I called out 
Brian Campbell, and said talk to Patrick Sharp and talk to Kaner [Patrick 
Kane]. …The training staff knew. I’m sick of this wall of silence.” 

Dowell disputes Boynton’s recollection. 

“It’s foggy to me,” Dowell said in an interview. “I remember after Brad 
was let go after 2010 we started to hear some rumblings, but I don’t know 
how much truth there was to it.” 

Dowell was one of the Blackhawks’ Black Aces (minor-league players 
who practised with the NHL team during the playoffs and were on 
standby in case of injuries) and said he enjoyed a good relationship with 
Aldrich. 

“For younger players trying to make it in the NHL, [Aldrich] was a good 
resource,” Dowell said. “He’d tell us what the game plan was and who 
was doing well. He’d watch the video, get intel for us about where we 
stand with the coaches. That’s how I remember him. For me, it was 
talking about where I stand and if I’ll ever get a sniff in the NHL. He was a 
coach and I was a player.” 

Former Blackhawks head coach Joel Quenneville, who worked with 
Aldrich for two seasons before Aldrich was fired by Chicago in 2010, has 
said he didn’t know about allegations against his former assistant until 
media reports this year. Quenneville now coaches the Florida Panthers. 

Chicago captain Jonathan Toews has said he first learned of the 
allegations before training camp in the fall of 2010 and has said he was 
“annoyed” that an unidentified former Blackhawks player told The Athletic 
website that everyone on the team knew about the alleged incidents. 

Boynton said investigators “sounded disgusted” by what he told them and 
said he’s hopeful that the Chicago law firm won’t whitewash the 
investigation. 

“It sounds like they are going to do the best job they can do,” Boynton 
said. “I got a good feeling from them and I like to hope they do what 
they’re supposed to.” 

It’s been a month since the Blackhawks hired Jenner & Block to 
independently investigate claims of abuse made in a pair of lawsuits. 

One lawsuit, filed by a former Blackhawks player referred to as John Doe 
1, alleges the team’s management covered up the sexual abuse of two 
players at the hands of Aldrich. A second lawsuit alleges that, after he 
was quietly fired in the summer of 2010, Aldrich was still given a positive 
job reference that allowed him to find other victims, including a teenaged 
hockey player in Michigan whom Aldrich was convicted of sexually 
assaulting in 2013. 

None of the allegations against the Blackhawks have been proven in 
court. 

Player agent Ritch Winter, who represents former Blackhawks Marian 
Hossa and Tomas Kopecky, said he hasn’t been contacted by Jenner & 
Block about setting up interviews with the former players. Winter said if 
contacted he will recommend to the players that they speak with 
investigators. 

It’s unclear what kind of cooperation other players and Blackhawks staff 
will provide. 

Vincent told TSN in an interview that the two Blackhawks players told him 
of their abuse on or about May 16, 2010, before Game 1 of the Western 
Conference Final in San Jose. Vincent said he asked team sports 
psychologist James Gary to follow up. 

Vincent said a day later he was called into a meeting at the team hotel in 
San Jose with team president John McDonough, general manager Stan 
Bowman, vice-president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac, and Gary. 
Vincent said he asked the team executives to go to the sex crimes unit of 
the Chicago police department but they refused. 

Although investigators have contacted him to request an interview, 
Vincent said he won’t speak with Jenner & Block lawyers unless they 
promise in writing to make their investigation findings public. 

Brent Sopel, a one-time Blackhawks defenceman who told TSN in an 
interview that most of the team’s players and coaches were aware of the 
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abuse allegations, also is refusing to cooperate with Jenner & Block 
unless the law firm promises to make its investigation report public. 

Jenner & Block has repeatedly referred questions about the investigation 
to the Blackhawks, who have refused to discuss the scope of the probe 
or what the team will do with the report upon its completion. 

There is no industry standard for disclosing independent investigation 
results. 

In 2014, the National Football League disclosed the complete 144-page 
report on the bullying of a former Miami Dolphins player who quit the 
team mid-season and checked himself into a hospital for psychiatric care. 

A 2018 report detailing the toxic culture within the Dallas Mavericks 
organization was similarly disclosed in full. That report prompted team 
owner Mark Cuban to donate $10 million to agencies that fight domestic 
abuse. 

Earlier this year, however, Major League Baseball banned former 
Toronto Blue Jays player Roberto Alomar for alleged inappropriate 
conduct but refused to disclose an investigation report. 

On July 1, the NFL said it would fine owner Dan Snyder’s Washington 
team $10 million after an independent investigation probed allegations of 
impropriety and sexual misconduct within the organization. 

In that case, in which team employees and journalists covering the club 
alleged pervasive sexual harassment, the NFL didn’t commission a 
written report. It instead asked that the investigator, Washington lawyer 
Beth Wilkinson, report her findings “orally” instead of in writing. 

“No written report. No facts. No findings. No accountability. And no real 
consequences,” the Washington Post’s editorial board wrote in a July 3 
article. “It turns out that the NFL didn’t request a written report from Ms. 
Wilkinson. It received her findings orally, supposedly because of the 
‘sensitivity’ of the allegations but making it all the easier to cover up what 
was found. Did Ms. Wilkinson, an attorney with a stellar reputation, really 
think this was a good idea?” 

“There’s no template for this,” said Evan Krutoy, a New York lawyer who 
was hired by the Mavericks in 2018 to investigate that team’s misconduct 
allegations. “Some people might not want a written report because 
they’re worried about criminal exposure and civil liability.” 

It’s also hard to know at this point how much evidence the Jenner & 
Block investigators have or will be able to obtain. 

Jenner & Block investigators have likely hired a forensics expert to 
"mirror," or copy data off of work computers and collect old emails from 
servers, Krutoy said. Eleven-year-old text messages may be more 
difficult to retrieve, he said. 

It can take many months to schedule and conduct interviews. In the 
Mavericks' case, Krutoy’s team spoke with 215 witnesses, reviewed 1.6 
million documents, and scrutinized team human resources files and 
documents going back 20 years during its seven-month investigation. 

“Every employee, even one who is there for just a few months, may have 
relevant information, may have heard something that bothered them,” 
Krutoy said. “We aren’t talking about a court of law. It may be hearsay, 
but you still might want to follow up and take that kind of information to 
others to ask them about it.” 
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USA TODAY / NHL free agency winners, losers: Kraken strike with key 
additions, Devils add Dougie Hamilton 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

When the Seattle Kraken picked their initial 30 players in the expansion 
draft, two questions stood out: 

Did they have enough experience at goalie? 

Could they score enough goals?  

The Kraken answered those questions on the first day of free agency 
when they signed goaltender Philipp Grubauer and forwards Jaden 
Schwartz and Alexander Wennberg. 

Grubauer was a Vezina Trophy finalist last season when he helped the 
Colorado Avalanche win the Presidents' Trophy. He'll provide the Kraken 
with the big-name presence in net that the Vegas Golden Knights had 
when they selected Marc-Andre Fleury in the 2017 expansion draft. 

The tandem will be Grubauer and Chris Driedger. The Kraken sent goalie 
Vitek Vanecek back to the Washington Capitals for a 2023 second-round 
pick. 

Schwartz, who had a tough 2021 season, has four 20-goal seasons and 
five 50-point seasons. Wennberg had a career-best 17 goals last season. 

Other winners and losers: 

Winners 

New Jersey Devils: They landed the top free agent in Dougie Hamilton, 
which instantly makes the defense and offense better. They'll also have 
newcomer Ryan Graves, and P.K. Subban won't need to be relied upon 
as much. Jonathan Bernier is a good pickup. He helped keep the Detroit 
Red Wings in games last season.   

Zach Hyman: He played with skilled forwards Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner in Toronto. Now he'll get a chance to play alongside 
Connor McDavid in Edmonton. Plus, the winger gets a seven-year, $38.5 
million contract after averaging $2.25 million in his last contract. 

Boston Bruins: Signing goaltender Linus Ullmark means Tuukka Rask 
can take his time recuperating from hip surgery and Jeremy Swayman 
can continue his development in a backup role. The Bruins also had a 
strong day improving their depth. Nick Foligno is a character player, and 
Erik Haula is versatile. Boston kept the communication lines open with 
David Krejci. 

Ryan Getzlaf: Returning on a one-year deal to the Anaheim Ducks will 
give the longtime captain a chance to pass Teemu Selanne as the 
franchise's leading scorer. He'll get a proper goodbye after 17 seasons 
with the franchise. 

Losers 

Colorado Avalanche: Re-signing Gabriel Landeskog was important. They 
tried to get Grubauer re-signed, but he went to the Kraken at a time when 
most of the goaltenders were signed. They found a replacement later in 
the night with Darcy Kuemper, but they had to give up a first-round pick 
to land him.  

Carolina Hurricanes: General manager Don Waddell had to answer 
numerous media questions about the decision to sign Tony DeAngelo. 
The Rangers had told the defenseman to stay home last season after a 
reported altercation with a teammate. "There is no doubt that he has 
made mistakes," Waddell said. "We acknowledge that and more 
importantly, he recognizes that he has made mistakes and he knows that 
he’s got to work and grow as a person." 

The Hurricanes also lost Hamilton and added Ian Cole and Ethan Bear, 
in addition to DeAngelo. Are goaltenders Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta better than departed Alex Nedeljkovic and Petr Mrazek? The jury 
is out, but the newcomers don't have a lot of recent playoff success. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Salary cap woes finally caught up to the back-to-
back Stanley Cup champions. With Blake Coleman signing with the 
Calgary Flames, the Lightning have lost their entire third line, plus Tyler 
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Johnson. Defenseman David Savard, a trade deadline acquisition, 
signed with the Montreal Canadiens. They did sign leading scorer 
Brayden Point to an eight-year extension and added defenseman Zach 
Bogosian and backup goalie Brian Elliott. But the Lightning won't be as 
deep as last season. 

Buffalo Sabres: The Sabres tried to re-sign Ullmark, and Carter Hutton 
left for the Coyotes. Their new goaltenders are Craig Anderson and 
Aaron Dell, who combined for seven starts last season. 
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