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Without defenseman Dougie Hamilton, the Canes take a defense-by-committee approach  

By Chip Alexander  

Coaches often talk about replacing a key player “by 
committee.”  

Expect to hear it again. 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
in free agency. The new “committee” will include 
defensemen Ian Cole, Ethan Bear and Brendan Smith.  

And, yes, Tony DeAngelo. 

The Canes signed Cole, Smith and DeAngelo as free agents 
and traded for Bear. It’s an interesting group that has a 
player with two Stanley Cup rings (Cole), an Indigenous 
player (Bear) who has dealt with stereotypes and slurs, and 
someone whose past includes a suspension in junior hockey 
for using a slur at a teammate (DeAngelo). 

‘Never judge a book by its cover’ 

Bear, 24, said Friday that coming to a team that added 
DeAngelo was not concerning despite the firestorm 
DeAngelo’s signing caused among many Canes fans. 

“I’m looking forward to playing with Tony,” Bear said on a 
media call. “I never judge a book by its cover. I always 
believe everyone deserves a second chance. He actually 
messaged me yesterday, so I really appreciate that from him.  

“You never know. You never know what’s going to happen. It 
could be really good. He seems excited and I’m excited. 
When I first saw that (DeAngelo signing), it didn’t really pop 
in my head at all as a worry or a concern. I know he’s a very 
good player, so I think it will be good.” 

The Canes need it to be good. Hamilton, fourth in the 2021 
Norris Trophy voting, scored 42 goals and had 79 assists in 
his 184 games with the Canes over three seasons. He was 
in the top defensive pairing with Jaccob Slavin, and 
anchored the top power-play unit. He was an NHL All-Star.  

Hamilton did seem to come up small in the playoffs for the 
Canes, but the Boston Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning 
stress defensemen to the breaking point, and can do that to 
a guy. Bottom line: Hamilton leaving Carolina is a big loss. 

A winning culture 

Cole, who signed a one-year contract for $2.9 million, has 
known playoff success. He was a part of two Cup-winning 
teams with the Pittsburgh Penguins. A former first-round 
draft pick by St. Louis, he has 595 games of regular-season 
experience and been in 96 playoff games. 

“In my career, winning hockey games and trying to win a 
Stanley Cup is really the only goal,” Cole said Friday. “I 
wanted to go to as good a team as I could possibly be on.” 

For Cole, 32, that was the Canes, a team he said was 
“certainly on the cusp.” 

Cole said he also liked the thought of playing on a team 
coached by Rod Brind’Amour. That was a selling point: three 
years as head coach, three playoff appearances, and now 
Brind’Amour claiming the 2021 Jack Adams Award as the 
league’s best coach. 

“You hear about the culture he’s grown with the team and his 
commitment to the team and that’s really appealing to me,” 
Cole said. “I think to have that sustained success over the 
course of multiple seasons and playoffs you need to have 
that commitment to the team. I think to have a guy at the 
helm of the team like Rod, who had all the skill in the world 
but also the intangibles and the leadership, is a fantastic 
situation to come into.” 

Brind’Amour has a new defensive assistant coach to hire 
after Dean Chynoweth left after the season. The system 
should remain much the same, with the Canes’ D-men 
playing aggressively and looking to ignite a quick offensive 
transition. 

The defensive pairs, with Hamilton gone and Jake Bean 
traded, could have Brett Pesce rejoining Slavin. Brady Skjei 
could play with DeAngelo — the two former New York 
Rangers together — and Cole with Bear, the vet and the 
young guy. 

That would give Brind’Amour three lefty-righty combinations 
on D. Jake Gardiner remains with the Canes, perhaps as the 
seventh defenseman. Smith, another former Ranger, has 
more than 500 games of NHL experience and adds depth. 

‘Competitive, compassionate’ 

The Canes traded forward Warren Foegele to the Edmonton 
Oilers to get Bear, who has one year left on his contract and 
a $2 million cap hit. Bear, who is of Cree descent, spent 
most of his career in Western Canada, playing in the 
Western Hockey League and then with the Oilers.  

Bear said this past season had unexpected challenges. “Just 
a lot of bad bounces,” he called it. 

The worst: Bear was sitting on the bench one day and hit in 
the head by a puck. He suffered from concussion issues 
much of February and it took time to recover and regain his 
form. 

“I’m a competitive, compassionate guy,” Bear said. “I work 
hard, I battle hard, I’m all smiles and I’m always having fun.  

“I wanted to come to a winning organization with a young 
core. For me, it kind of gives me butterflies. It’s something 
that I’ve always wanted and it’s something I needed right 
now. I can’t wait.” 

Canes signings 

The Canes on Friday signed defenseman Jalen Chatfield to 
a one-year, two-way contract that pays $750,000 at the NHL 
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level and $225,000 at the AHL level. Chatfield, 25, played 18 
NHL games with the Vancouver Canucks last season. 

Also signed was forward Sam Miletic, who recoeved to a 
one-year, two-way contract that will pay $750,000 at the NHL 

level and $85,000 at the AHL level. Miletic, 24, played 21 
AHL games with the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins in 
2020-21.

 

Hurricanes sign veteran forward Derek Stepan to one-year contract  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes continued to reshape their roster 
Saturday, signing forward Derek Stepan to a one-year, $1.35 
million contract. 

“Derek is an experienced two-way center who can play in all 
situations,” Canes president and general manager Don 
Waddell said in a statement. “We’re thrilled to add another 
veteran to our lineup.” 

Stepan, 31, played 20 games for the Ottawa Senators last 
season, finishing with one goal and five assists. He has 759 
regular-season games of NHL experience, with career totals 
of 168 goals and 317 assists, and has competed in 106 
career Stanley Cup games. 

The Canes, since the end of the season, have had winger 
Warren Foegele traded to the Edmonton Oilers, winger 
Brock McGinn leave in free agency to sign with Pittsburgh 
and center Morgan Geekie selected by the Seattle Kraken in 
the NHL expansion draft. Forward Cedric Paquette also left 
in free agency. 

Stepan spent seven seasons with the New York Rangers 
and three with the Arizona Coyotes before going to Ottawa 
for the 2020-21 season. He had a career-high 57 points with 
the Rangers in 2013-14 and scored a career-best 22 goals in 
2015-16. 

Stepan’s hockey resume also includes representing the 
United States at the 2010 IIHF World Junior Championship, 
winning gold, the 2011 IIHF World Championship, the 2014 
Winter Olympics and the 2016 World Cup of Hockey.  

The Canes on Saturday announced two other signings, and 
added another on Sunday: goalie Alex Lyon, forward Maxim 
Letunov and forward Stefan Noesen. Each received one-
year, two-way contracts. 

Lyon, who played six games last season for the Philadelphia 
Flyers, will receive $750,000 at the NHL level and $200,000 

at the American Hockey League (AHL) level, with a $250,000 
guarantee. 

“Alex is a goaltender with experience at both the AHL and 
NHL levels,” Waddell said in a statement. “This signing helps 
solidify our goaltending depth.” 

Lyon, 28, had a 1-3-1 record, 3.33 goals-against average 
and .893 save percentage last season. He had a 6-7-2 
record, 3.21 GAA and .893 save percentage in 22 career 
NHL games with Philadelphia. 

Letunov’s one-year deal will pay $750,000 at the NHL level 
and $100,000 at the AHL level with a $140,000 guarantee. 

“Max is a playmaking center who brings size and speed,” 
Waddell said in a statement. “This signing helps improve our 
organizational depth at forward.” 

Letunov, 25, had 12 goals and three assists in 32 AHL 
games with the San Jose Barracuda last season. 

Noesen’s contract allows for $750,000 at the NHL level and 
$250 at the AHL level with a $300,000 guarantee. 

“Stefan is a veteran forward who plays a high-energy game,” 
Waddell said in a statement. “We’re excited to add him to our 
organization.” 

Noesen played in six NHL games last season between San 
Jose and Toronto, and an additional 16 games in the AHL 
between those two teams’ farm clubs. He had nine points in 
those 16 AHL games. 

In 205 career NHL games with Anaheim, New Jersey, 
Pittsburgh, San Jose and Toronto, the 28-year-old Plano, 
Texas native has 31 goals and 23 assists. He hit career 
highs of 13 goals and 14 assists while playing 72 games for 
the Devils in 2017-18. He was originally drafted by the 
Senators in the first round (21st overall) in the 2011 NHL 
Draft.
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Hurricanes drafted a defenseman they’d barely seen play. His story speaks for itself  

By Chip Alexander  

Bryce Montgomery found himself in an uncomfortable 
position, facing down what has to be one of a hockey 
player’s greatest fears: He was 18 years old, in his NHL draft 
year, with basically nowhere to play. 

The defenseman was preparing for his second year with the 
London Knights, eager for a bigger role with the Ontario 
Hockey League team coached by Dale Hunter, when the 
OHL canceled the 2020-21 season because of the 
pandemic.  

That left everyone scrambling, including Montgomery. 
Finding available ice time in rinks was problematic. But game 
competition? That was a huge problem. 

“Really a bummer,” Montgomery said last week. 

While limited to a handful of games in showcase 
invitationals, the 6-foot-5, 220-pound D-man was still drafted 
last week — in the sixth round by the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Montgomery is happy it all worked out. 

“I didn’t know where I was going to go mainly because I 
didn’t have a season,” Montgomery said in an interview with 
the News & Observer. “Honestly, I was just hoping to hear 
my name called by the end of the day because it was such a 
dream.” 

It took almost all of the second day of the draft. Montgomery 
said he had gathered with his family in a hotel room, 
watching, waiting. 

“We were getting very nervous by the end of the fifth round,” 
he admitted. 

Finally, there it was on the screen: Carolina, sixth round, No. 
170 overall, Bryce Montgomery. 

“We all went wild,” he said. “It was definitely a moment I’ll 
never forget.” 

Nor will his father.  

A proud father 

Matthew Montgomery grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota, the 
son of the first female officer in the St. Paul police 
department and later the first female African-American to be 
elected to the St. Paul city council. 

Debbie Montgomery was a civil rights activist who at 17 
became the youngest member to serve on the national board 
of the NAACP. She was in the March on Washington in 
1963. As a freshman at the University of Minnesota, she 
went to Alabama in 1965 to march from Selma to 
Montgomery in supporting voting rights.  

She joined the St. Paul police department in 1975 and 
served 28 years — “I was a bad mama jama,” she told the 
Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder in 2017 — before her work 
on the city council. She also was a founder of the Mariucci 
Inner City Hockey Starter Association. 

Matthew Montgomery always loved hockey, even if the sport, 
and some of those around it, weren’t always good to him. 

Montgomery had racial slurs and other forms of hate speech 
aimed at him in high school. In games, he was called 
“watermelon man,” and worse. Cruel stuff. 

“I never let it bother me. Why waste the energy?” he said in 
an interview with the N&O last week, echoing the words he 
used 30 years ago.  

Matthew Montgomery played college hockey for St. Mary’s 
University, a Division III school in Winona, Minnesota. A two-
time All-American, he set the school’s single-season record 
for most goals by a defenseman (20) that he said still stands.  

After college, Montgomery said he was recruited by the CIA, 
working out of the Langley, Virginia, headquarters. He later 
joined the Prince George’s County, Maryland, police 
department, retiring after more than 20 years and taking a 
job in sales.  

Learning the game 

A USA Hockey Certified Coach, Matthew began teaching 
others the game. Bryce and brother Blake, 16 and recently 
drafted by London, as well, grew up in Bowie, Maryland, with 
a father who was a loving, supportive parent but also a 
demanding hockey coach, pushing them to be better. 

Matthew hired power-skating coaches. Bryce and Blake 
never lacked for equipment or instruction, Matthew said, 
despite the expense. 

Asked why more Blacks aren’t involved in hockey, Matthew 
Montgomery quickly replied, “One word: money.”  

“You don’t have African-Americans playing because it’s so ... 
expensive,” he said. “You have these programs, like in the 
NHL ‘Hockey is for Everyone,’ but it’s so expensive. 
Equipment, ice time, playing in leagues. For Bryce playing 
for Team Maryland it was like $6,000 tuition, and that doesn’t 
include travel. Blake got new skates not long ago and it was 
$1,200 for new skates. When I played, the price of a stick 
was $30. Bryce’s were like, $300. 

“And we can say African-Americans, but there are white 
families who can’t afford it, Asian families. You have teams in 
Arizona and LA flying to the East Coast to play. Some 
families can afford to do that. Many can’t.” 

Bryce Montgomery played for the Washington Little Caps 
14U AAA team, then the Maryland U16 AAA team. After a 
year at Cushing Academy prep, he bypassed college hockey 
at Providence to sign with the Knights in the OHL. 

Montgomery got in 33 games as an OHL rookie in 2019-20, 
playing behind such D-men as Ryan Merkley, Alec Regula 
and Hunter Skinner. Then, the pandemic wiped out 2020-21. 

Montgomery found a few games in the Pandemic Hockey 
League in Massachusetts. More importantly, he went to the 
PBHH Invitational. A showcase event in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
it offered 10 games and had other OHL players. NHL scouts 
were at that one. 

“It was like a sprint, with 10 games to make up for an entire 
season,” he said. 
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Good impressions 

Matthew Montgomery didn’t believe Bryce showed that well, 
saying, “He was so worried about impressing the scouts and 
it was in his head.”  

No worries, though. The Canes liked him enough to draft 
him. 

“This was the first player we selected that really didn’t play,” 
Canes assistant general manager Darren Yorke said. “He’s a 
big right-handed defenseman that can skate. It’s going to be 
great for us to see him next year in the OHL and get another 
full year, but we were impressed by how he basically had to 
go a year off and got into the Erie showcase tournament and 
show the raw talent he is.” 

Matthew Montgomery said Bryce interviewed with 20 teams 
before the draft, laughing and saying the New York Islanders 
had 18 people on their call. The Canes were not one of the 
20, he said.  

Bryce’s pitch: “I think I’m a big defenseman who can cover a 
lot of ice and really break up plays and play good defense 
down low and make quick ups and quick plays on the 
breakout. I think I can also add offense to my game.” 

Matthew has since done his intel. He said he has heard good 
things about Tim Gleason, the former Canes defenseman 
who works for the team developing young D-men in the 
Carolina system. 

“And Rod Brind’Amour. Come on, who doesn’t want to play 
for Rod Brind’Amour?” Montgomery said of the Canes coach.  

“Bryce could not have gone to a better organization where he 
can develop and evolve into the player he’s going to be 
three, four years from now. Another thing I’m happy about is 
being in Raleigh. Bryce, as an African-American, oh my God 
he is so charismatic. He’s going to be great in the 
community.  

“Bryce is a beast on the ice and will be great for the 
organization off the ice and in the community.” 

For now, Bryce Montgomery is gearing up for the 2021-22 
season with London in the OHL. He said he would attend a 
rookie camp and rookie tournament with the Canes in 
Tampa, Florida, in September. 

“What Bryce needs is to play games,” Matthew Montgomery 
said. “Think about it. The OHL kids lost a whole year. He just 
needs to play games.”
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Hurricanes depth chart update: The new-look Canes have made some interesting decisions 
with their lineup 

By Sara Civian 

All right, two days since the first day of free agency and 
we’re starting to memorize the Hurricanes’ very new roster. 

With around $14 million left in salary-cap space before re-
signing restricted free agent Andrei Svechnikov, it doesn’t 
look like this will be the finalized roster, though. Jeremy 
Rutherford suggested a fit for Vladamir Tarasenko, and that 
could make sense when you try to create an updated depth 
chart. But first, an updated salary chart, created by Shayna 
Goldman. 

Out: Alex Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek, James Reimer, Dougie 
Hamilton, Brock McGinn, Warren Foegele, Jake Bean, 
Cedric Paquette, Jani Hakanpaa and Morgan Geekie 

Free-agent signings 

G Frederik Andersen 

The deal: 2 years, $4.5M AAV 

The details: Once drafted by the Hurricanes, 31-year-old 
Andersen has registered a 226-100-48 record in 393 career 
NHL games with Anaheim and Toronto. The goalie had long 
been a part of the Maple Leafs’ core with Cup aspirations, 
but the Leafs have shaken a few things up due to perennial 
first-round exits and — as it relates to goaltending — the 
emergence of Jack Campbell. Andersen is coming off a 
difficult, injury-filled season during which Campbell 
eventually took over the starting role. Andersen ended up 
with a .895 save percentage in 23 starts, but it’s believed he 
was playing through injury. He’s expected to bounce back, 
and playing behind the Hurricanes’ defense should make it 
easier. I’ll be getting into the new goaltending pairing in 
depth with Shayna Goldman next week, so we’ll leave it at 
that for now. 

G Antti Raanta 

The deal: 2 years, $2M AAV 

The details: Raanta, 32, posted a 5-5-2 record, 3.36 goals-
against average and .905 save percentage in 12 
appearances for Arizona last season. In four seasons with 
Arizona from 2017-21, he posted a 46-42-11 record, 2.57 
goals-against average, .921 save percentage and five 
shutouts. Raanta is excellent in tandem with another goalie 
or even in a starting position when healthy, but the key 
phrase there is “when healthy.” He has had multiple injuries 
relating to his hips, groin and knees that have held him back 
in the past. 

D Ian Cole 

The deal: 1 year, $2.9M 

The details: Cole, 32, appeared in 54 games split between 
the Avalanche and the Wild last season, amounting in eight 

points and 94 blocks over that span. He’ll be effective and 
tough in bottom-pairing minutes with the Canes. 

D Tony DeAngelo 

The deal: 1 year, $1M contract 

The details: DeAngelo, 25, has posted 106 points (24 goals, 
82 assists) in 206 career NHL games with the Rangers and 
Coyotes. The 5-foot-11, 180-pound blueliner registered 15 
goals, 38 assists and 53 points in 68 games during the 
shortened 2019-20 regular season. He was waived by the 
Rangers in January of 2020-21. It looks like the Hurricanes 
were seeking the cheapest option to replace Hamilton’s 
production, and DeAngelo has a big chance to lead the 
Canes’ blue line in scoring next season. 

F Josh Leivo 

The deal: 1 year, $750K 

The details: Leivo, 28, posted nine points (6g, 3a) in 38 
games with the Calgary Flames last season. His career-high 
season came in 2019-20, when the forward scored 19 points 
(7g, 12a) in 36 games with the Vancouver Canucks. Seems 
like a solid fourth liner as it pertains to the Hurricanes. 

F CJ Smith  

The deal: 1 year, 2-way contract 

The details: Smith, 26, has played 14 career NHL games 
with the Buffalo Sabres, posting three points (2g, 1a). The 5-
foot-11, 183-pound forward had 13 points (4g, 9a) in 15 AHL 
games with Rochester in 2020-21 and has recorded 142 
points (61g, 81a) in 184 career AHL games. 

D Brendan Smith 

The deal: 1 year, $800K 

The details: Smith, 32, tallied 10 points (5g, 5a) in 48 NHL 
games with the New York Rangers in 2020-21. The 6-foot-2, 
200-pound blueliner has registered 110 points (29g, 81a) in 
526 career NHL games with New York and Detroit. He’s a 
veteran who will add some bottom-pairing snarl to the Canes’ 
lineup. 

Re-signings: 

F Jordan Martinook  

The deal: 3 years, $1.8M AAV 

The details: Martinook, 29, became a fan favorite and 
alternate captain in his three seasons with the Canes. He 
recorded 13 points (4g, 9a) in 44 games during the 2020-21 
regular season, then three assists in 11 playoff games. He 
ranks second on the team in hits since 2018-19 and he’s up 
there in the top three for heart. This re-signing, which was 
unlikely to happen, is pretty important for overall morale. 
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Trade 

Canes receive D Ethan Bear for F Warren Foegele 
Bear, 24, registered eight points (2g, 6a) in 43 games with 
the Oilers in 2020-21. The 5-foot-11, 197-pound defenseman 
has tallied 33 points (8g, 25a) in 132 career NHL games. He 
has top-four potential on many teams and could find himself 
there with the Hurricanes, but with their defensive depth, 
he’d be one of the best third-pairing guys in the league if not 
in the top four. 

Depth chart 

Svechnikov Aho Teuravainen 

Niederreiter Trocheck Necas 

Suzuki/Drury/Rees/Jarvis Staal Fast 

Leivo Lorentz Martinook 

Slavin Pesce Andersen Gardiner 

Skjei DeAngelo Raanta Smith 

Cole Bear   

Loose pucks 

Is a Jake Gardiner buyout incoming? Pure speculation on my 
part, but something isn’t adding up. 

There’s a clear need for another top-nine forward at the very 
least. The Canes struggled to score during the playoffs and 
lost their fourth-highest scorer in Hamilton, and they didn’t 
add anything to the top six in free agency. There’s a hole in 
the depth chart that’ll have to be replaced with one of the top 
prospects for now, but that shouldn’t be Plan A, that should 
be Plan C.
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Ethan Bear, Ian Cole excited to join a Hurricanes team with Cup potential 

By Lauren Brownlow 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been busy in free agency, and 
their roster will look a lot different next season. 

Two of the new additions — defensemen Ian Cole and Ethan 
Bear — met remotely with the media on Friday to talk about 
what they think they can bring to the table as the Hurricanes 
try to make a Stanley Cup run. 

Cole, who was signed in free agency, has been on quite a 
few teams in his decade-plus NHL career. He's now on his 
fourth different team in the last three years. Cole was at least 
open to staying with his previous team (the Minnesota Wild), 
but when the free agency process began, he liked what he 
heard from Carolina. 

"We're wading through teams, wading through situations and 
the opportunity to come play for the Hurricanes came up," 
Cole said. "In my career, really the only goal is to win hockey 
games, win the Stanley Cup. So I wanted to go to as good as 
a team as I could possibly be on and the opportunity to play 
for the Canes was one that I jumped on immediately." 

Cole has been a part of multiple Stanley Cup teams with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, and he knows what it takes to win one. 

He thinks the Canes have the kind of system and mentality in 
place to do it. 

"I think there needs to be a very clear commitment to team: 
team game, team formula. In this league now, it's not just the 
defensemen playing defense, it's all five guys. And on the flip 
side of the puck, it's all five guys playing on offense too, and 
I think to kind of project that onto the Hurricanes roster, I 
think that you very much have those guys that have the 
ability," Cole said. "The five guys that are on the ice need to 
play a team game and stay committed and stay connected. 

I think that's something that the Hurricanes have excelled at 
for the past couple of years and I think they will only continue 
to grow and get better at. And I think that is a huge aspect of 
being successful in the Playoffs." 

Bear, 24, was acquired via a trade with Edmonton that sent 
Warren Foegele there and Bear to the Hurricanes.  

He had a rough season a year ago in Edmonton after taking 
a puck to the head that caused him to miss time, and he's 
ready to show that it was an anomaly. 

"Obviously there's a lot of things that I wasn't able to do. 
When you have COVID then you take a puck to the head, 
there's just a lot of bad bounces there," Bear said. "I'm really 
excited for this fresh start. I'm excited, I want to work hard 
and honestly just prove myself again and I'm excited for that. 
But yeah, obviously I didn't have as good season as I liked 

and I'm just going to use that as motivation here going 
forward." 

Bear was a fan favorite in Edmonton, but playing near your 
hometown (Bear is from Regina) can be both a blessing and 
a curse. 

"Honestly, I'm really looking forward to it. Yeah, it was nice to 
be not that far from home but at the same time you have 
everybody coming in and somebody always needs 
something. So in a sense it is a relief," Bear said. "It's fun to 
get away and for myself, my girlfriend and my two dogs, we'll 
get to experience the states again. So I'm excited for it and I 
am very looking forward to it." 

Neither player has a ton of connections to the current 
Hurricanes roster, although Bear said he has relationships 
with former Canes Joel Edmundson and Michael Ferland, 
and he's working out in Edmonton with Jordan Martinook. 

Cole has even fewer connections than that. 
 
"I don't have any friends, but hoping to make some," Cole 
said. "But some of the guys reached out after I signed and 
they were seemingly very, very nice and I hear about the 
canes family, so looking forward to being a part of it." 

Cole recalls always having trouble with playing at PNC 
Arena, so he's glad to be on the other side of it now. 
 
"Playing against the Canes in Raleigh, the first 10 minutes of 
the first period are always an absolute fire drill just trying to 
keep up with them. I always thought that they were one of 
the best teams that we played every year," Cole said. "I don't 
know if it was just the teams that I was on, but they always 
seemed to give us a ton of trouble. Like I said, it's a 5-man 
team game with everyone going to play offense and 
everyone sacrificing and committed to that. 

"I think when you have a team like that that does that very 
well and sticks to that game plan, you see the kind of 
consistent success that a lot of these great teams and great 
organizations have had and certainly the Canes have had 
now for multiple years." 

Bear didn't choose to come to Carolina of his own volition, 
but he seemed eager for a fresh start.  

He wanted the fans to know that, too. 

"I'm a competitive, passionate guy. I work hard. I battle hard. 
I'm always smiling and having fun. I love to be a part of the 
group and to come to a winning organization with a young 
core, for me, it kind of gives me butterflies," Bear said. "It's 
something I've always wanted and it's probably something I 
need right now and I just can't wait." 
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Both were also excited to play for the reigning Jack Adams 
Award winner in Rod Brind'Amour as well. 

"He's obviously had the accolades and the awards that I 
think he's very rightfully earned. But I think on top of that, I 
think you hear a bit about the culture that he's grown with the 
team and the commitment to the team and that's really 
appealing to me," Cole said. To have that sustained success 
over the course of seasons and playoffs and multiple 
seasons, you need to have that commitment to the team. 

"I think to have a guy at the helm of the team like Rod who 
had all the skill in the world and also had all the intangibles 
and the leadership, I think that's a fantastic situation to come 
into. I'm just very, very excited to step into that culture and 
be led by someone of that stature." 

Bear was pretty popular in Edmonton. Facing racism as a 
player of Cree descent, the fans rallied around him in his 
defense. 

Considering that history, Bear was asked about the Canes 
also signing Tony DeAngelo, who has a checkered history 
that includes some racism in juniors. 

"I'm looking forward to playing with Tony. I never judge a 
book by its cover and I always believe everyone deserves a 
second chance," Bear said. "He actually messaged me 
yesterday, so I really appreciated that from him. You never 
know what's going to happen but it could be really good. He 
seems excited and I'm excited. When I first (saw the Canes 
signed DeAngelo) that it didn't really pop into my head at all 
as a worry or a concern. I know he's a very good player so I 
think he'll be good."

 

 

 

 

Quotebook: Raanta on Signing with Carolina 

Veteran goaltender talks history, culture and opportunity with 
Canes 

RALEIGH, NC - Veteran goaltender Antti Raanta met with 
the media on Thursday afternoon to discuss his excitement 
about joining the Carolina Hurricanes. Raanta, 32, earned a 
5-5-2 record and recorded a 3.36 goals-against average and 
.905 save percentage in 12 appearances for the Arizona 
Coyotes last season. He's looking forward to forming a 
dynamc tandem in net with Frederik Andersen.  

On how he will fit in with the team and his decision to sign 
with the Canes:  

"It's a young, talented team with lots of skill and great 
coaching. When I heard that Carolina was interested, it was 
a pretty easy decision to get the deal done. I'm grateful to get 
the opportunity to come to Carolina and prove that I can be a 
top goalie in this league. Obviously you need to have a good 
team in front of you, so I'm really looking forward to meeting 
the guys and playing behind those guys. It's going to be 
awesome." 

On prior relationships with Hurricanes players and if he's 
spoken with any of his new teammates:  

"Yeah, I talked with Teuvo Teravainen and then obviously 
Jesper Fast, who I played with in New York for a couple 
years, and then Jordan Martinook is also one of those guys 
who I played with in Arizona. I've been hearing a lot of good 
things and obviously Teuvo and then Sebastian also - a 
couple of Finns there - so hopefully that helps me to adjust to 
the lifestyle there."  

On his workload and Carolina's tandem approach in net:  

"I feel like every goalie that can play a lot of games, you can 
always improve when you get that next chance quickly. If you 
have a bad game, you just jump right in and keep playing. I 
think the workload and everything else - in Arizona I got a 
chance to play a lot of games. There was a bit too many 
small injuries and obviously a little bit bigger one. Hopefully I 
can play a lot of games. I only talked with the head coach 
and the goalie coach for a little bit today, so I haven't talked 
too much about the structure and what the plan is, but I think 
we will figure that out in a month or so. When things start 
getting rolling, if I can play at a good level, hopefully I can get 
in a lot of games and help the team win." 

On his skillset and what he feels he does best as a goalie:  

"I'm not the biggest guy in the league, so I know that. So I 
always try to read the plays before they happen. Reading the 
plays, that also helps you to react to what's going to happen. 
I've always been really good at moving in the crease and 
being a quick goalie. Obviously, I have lots of flexibility also, 
so I can do little splits here and there. I think it's just the 
small goalie package, moving well, reading the plays and 
here and there, maybe make some highlight reel saves - at 
least try those. But obviously you just try to just go with the 
game and just play how the game comes to you. You don't 
want to be over playing things and you just want to stay calm 
and wait for the plays to come to you and then react. So, I 
think that's kind of what my game's going to be. Hopefully I 
can bring back that old me from a couple years ago. I think 
the last couple years, I've been playing a little bit differently 
or at least it feels like that, so hopefully I can get that 
confidence back and trust myself and make the saves 
whenever I need to." 

His thoughts on the Canes' defensive core:  
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"When you see the guys who are in front of me and all the 
defensive players there, and even if you have a great 
defense, you still need your forwards to work hard to come 
back and help you in your zone and I think the Hurricanes 
have been that kind of team for a couple years now. From 
what I've been seeing, everyone is working hard, everyone is 
coming back - there's no quit on that team. So like I said to 
the head coach, it's probably a goalie's dream to play behind 
that kind of team. So, I can't really wait to see how it feels to 
play behind that team. Hopefully I can help those guys also 
with a couple big saves here and there and be successful." 

On his injury history:  

"I think when I hurt my knee and got the surgery, I think after 
that it just felt like nothing that I was trying to do really 
worked the way how I wanted it to. Then I started to feel 
some pinches and things somewhere else other than the 
knee and when the knee was okay then something else 
came out. I've felt like it's been like the snowball has been 
rolling in the wrong direction for a little bit now. So I've been 
trying every offseason to get some new stuff for me and 
learn from those things what happened. This offseason I've 
been doing a little bit different things again and hopefully just 
try to feel good and obviously when you're a goalie you just 
want to stay healthy. I mean, it doesn't really matter if you're 
a goalie, everyone wants to stay healthy. Nobody wants to 
be on the injured list. But you just try to forget that those 
things happened and you just try to go and get a fresh start - 
just go out and have fun again. I don't think too much about 
it. If you think about injuries all the time, you'll get hurt for 
sure because that's in your mind. I just try to block those 
memories and get a fresh new start now."  

On working with veteran goaltenders in Chicago and New 
York and how it helped him in his career: 

"The first two years in Chicago I got the chance to see what 
that winning culture is. Top level guys like Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews, Corey Crawford in net. I just felt like I was 
so young at that time so I really didn't know how to react. I 
felt like everything just flew by and I was just like, 'Wow, this 
is crazy.' Then I got the chance to go to New York and play 

behind Henrik Lundqvist. Even though I'm a Finnish guy, it 
was kind of a cool place to go and be behind that kind of 
Swedish master. He is the King and it was just so much fun. 
His work ethic - from practice to the games, everything was 
just like - if we lost a game in a shootout, he'd take shootouts 
for a half hour the next day at practice. That just shows that 
he never wants to lose and he always wants to get better 
and sometimes I'd be done after one hour of practice and 
he'd just kept going and doing some drills at the other end so 
I was like, 'maybe I have to go to the other end and do 
something by myself.' It was an awesome experience in both 
Chicago and New York and I think that it kind of brought 
something new to myself. Sometimes when you have a bad 
day or something like that, you just try to remember those 
things and have a smile on your face the next day and work 
hard and have fun. Those are the big things for a goalie. If 
you're all the time in a bad mood, you're not going to make 
those saves either. I think you just have to keep smiling and 
be happy and play the game because you love this game."  
  

On what current Canes told him about being in Raleigh and 
playing for the Canes and Rod Brind'Amour: 

"They started with Brind'Amour. They said that he's a fair guy 
who wants everyone to work hard. And if you're not working 
hard, you're not going to be playing and that sounds like a 
great place. If you're building that kind of culture in the team 
and the organization, I think that's the best way to do it. 
Teuvo told me that Raleigh is a great place to live. I have two 
kids so that's going to be huge for me and my family also to 
come there and have that smaller city style of living. Marty 
was pretty much saying that it's a crazy place to play. The 
fans are crazy and after the win everyone is doing the Storm 
Surge. So right now, I'm just itching to get there and get 
things going and meet all the guys and start working hard 
towards the ultimate dream to winning the cup. I feel like the 
team is built that way. If we can take that one extra step in 
the playoffs, I think we're really close to the Stanley Cup. It's 
going to be a fun journey and I just need to keep working 
until I get there and be ready when camp starts and be ready 
to show what I can bring to the team."
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Stepan signs one-year, $1.35 million contract with Hurricanes 

Center was injured last season with Senators after trade by 
Coyotes 

Derek Stepan signed a one-year, $1.35 million contract with 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday. 

The 31-year-old forward scored six points (one goal, five 
assists) in 20 games with the Ottawa Senators last season. 
He missed the final 35 games because of a dislocated left 
shoulder sustained Feb. 23. 

Stepan was traded to the Senators by the Arizona Coyotes 
on Dec. 26 for a second-round pick in the 2021 NHL 
Draft./p> 

"Derek is an experienced two-way center who can play in all 
situations," Carolina general manager Don Waddell said. 
"We're thrilled to add another veteran to our lineup." 

Selected by the New York Rangers in the second round (No. 
51) of the 2008 NHL Draft, Stepan has scored 485 points 
(168 goals, 317 assists) in 759 regular-season games with 
the Senators, Coyotes and Rangers, and 54 points (20 
goals, 34 assists) in 106 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

The Hurricanes this offseason have acquired goalies 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, defensemen Ian Cole, 
Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith, and forward Josh Leivo.

 

 

 

Hurricanes sign forward Derek Stepan to one-year, $1.35M contract 

The Carolina Hurricanes inked veteran forward Derek 
Stepan to a one-year, $1.35 million contract, the team 
announced Saturday. 

Stepan scored one goal and added five assists in 20 games 
with the Ottawa Senators in 2021 before undergoing season-
ending shoulder surgery. 

The 31-year-old from Hastings, Minn., was a second-round 
pick of the New York Rangers in 2008. Stepan has played 

759 regular season games with 168 goals and 317 assists 
for 485 points over 11 seasons with the Rangers, Arizona 
Coyotes and Senators. 

“Derek is an experienced two-way center who can play in all 
situations,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said in a press 
release. “We’re thrilled to add another veteran to our lineup.”
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Canes sign two to two-way deals 

The team inked defenseman Jalen Chatfield and forward 
Sam Miletic Friday. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes added two depth players on Friday, signing 
defenseman Jalen Chatfield to a one-year, two-way deal that 
will pay him $750,000 at the NHL level and $225,000 at the 
AHL level for next season, and forward Sam Miletic to a one-
year, two-way deal that will pay him $750,000 at the NHL 
level and $85,000 at the AHL level next season.  

Chatfield played 18 games with the Canucks last season, 
and Miletic has yet to play his first NHL game. Both players 
will likely play for the Chicago Wolves in the AHL this 
season.  

The team’s official releases on both follow:  

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH JALEN CHATFIELD 

Defenseman played 18 NHL games in 2020-21 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 
defenseman Jalen Chatfield to a one-year, two-way contract. 
The deal will pay Chatfield $750,000 at the NHL level and 
$225,000 at the American Hockey League (AHL) level. 

“Jalen is a reliable defenseman who can kill penalties,” said 
Waddell. “He’s coming off his first NHL season and we’re 
thrilled to add him to our organization.” 

Chatfield, 25, tallied one assist in 18 NHL games with the 
Vancouver Canucks last season. The 6’1”, 187-pound 
defenseman has also skated in 142 career AHL games, 
recording 17 points (2g, 15a) with the Utica Comets from 
2017-20. Prior to turning professional, Chatfield played 189 

games with the Windsor Spitfires of the Ontario Hockey 
League from 2014-17, earning 86 points (19g, 67a) and 
serving as an alternate captain during the 2016-17 season. 
The Ypsilanti, Mich., native skated in all four Memorial Cup 
games in 2017 as the Spitfires were crowned as Canadian 
Hockey League (CHL) champions. 

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH SAM MILETIC 

Forward has skated in 132 career AHL games 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 
forward Sam Miletic to a one-year, two-way contract. The 
deal will pay Miletic $750,000 at the NHL level and $85,000 
at the American Hockey League (AHL) level. 

“Sam is a playmaking forward who has been an All-Star in 
the AHL,” said Waddell. “We’re excited for him to take the 
next steps in his development.” 

Miletic, 24, skated in 21 AHL games with the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in 2020-21, posting five points (2g, 
3a). The 6’0”, 196-pound forward has tallied 72 points (23g, 
49a) in 132 career AHL games, all with Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton, and represented the Atlantic Division at the 
2020 AHL All-Star Classic. Prior to turning professional, 
Miletic played 163 career games with the London Knights 
and Niagara IceDogs of the Ontario Hockey League from 
2015-2018, registering 161 points (76g, 85a). He was named 
to the OHL Second All-Star Team in 2017-18 after finishing 
sixth in the league with 92 points (36g, 56a) split between 
London and Niagara. Miletic also posted 27 points (12g, 15a) 
in 58 USHL games with the Green Bay Gamblers in 2014-15. 
The Bloomfield Township, Mich., native won a gold medal 
with the United States at the 2013 Under-17 Five Nations 
Tournament.
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Hurricanes agree to terms with Derek Stepan on one-year deal 

Start spreading the news - there’s another former Ranger 
heading to Raleigh. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

The Triangle area has always been home to a significant 
diaspora from the New York metro area, and now it seems 
that the influx extends to the Carolina Hurricanes’ locker 
room as well as the PNC Arena stands. 

On Saturday the Hurricanes agreed to terms with center 
Derek Stepan on a one-year contract, the fourth deal this 
offseason that Carolina has struck with a former member of 
the New York Rangers. Stepan’s contract will pay him $1.35 
million. 

“Derek is an experienced two-way center who can play in all 
situations,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said in 
a statement. “We’re thrilled to add another veteran to our 
lineup.” 

The 31-year-old Stepan comes to Carolina after enduring a 
miserable season in Ottawa. Traded the day after Christmas 
from the Arizona Coyotes for a second-round pick, Stepan 
tallied just six points in 20 games before undergoing surgery 
on a torn labrum in March. At the time, the Senators 
announced that Stepan, whose previous five-year contract 
ended at the conclusion of the 2021 season, would recover 
in time to be ready for the start of the 21-22 season. 

Stepan’s days of consistent 50-point seasons are largely in 
the past, tailing off significantly after a strong first season in 
Arizona in 2017-18. His final two seasons there saw him tally 
35 and 28 points, respectively, and he is likely to be used as 
a fourth-line center and power play specialist with the 
Hurricanes. 

The signing for Carolina gives them an extra option at center, 
allowing Jordan Martinook — who overlapped with Stepan 
for one season in Arizona — to permanently move to the 
wing, without piling too much pressure on Steven Lorentz as 
the only other realistic fourth-line option. Barring injury, 
Stepan will be behind Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck and 
Jordan Staal on Rod Brind’Amour’s depth chart. 

Stepan is the sixth player currently on the Hurricanes roster 
to have previously played for the Rangers, and adding in 
Joey Keane, who will likely spend at least occasional time 
with the NHL club, it’s possible that a full third of the 
Hurricanes’ game night roster may comprise former Rangers 
players at times this season. (And that total doesn’t include 
Westchester County native Brett Pesce, who grew up a 
Rangers fan.)  

Incidentally, Stepan and two of his new teammates were 
once involved in the same trade; the 2017 deal which sent 
Stepan to the desert with once-and-future teammate Antti 
Raanta saw Tony DeAngelo go the other way. Lias 
Andersson, the player who was chosen with the first-round 
selection the Rangers acquired in the deal, just signed a new 
extension with the Los Angeles Kings a couple of days ago, 
so he’s not coming immediately. But at this rate, he may 
want to pack his bags. 

The release from the team is below. 

CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH DEREK STEPAN 
Center has recorded 485 points in 759 career NHL games 

Don Waddell, President and General Manager of the 
National Hockey League’s Carolina Hurricanes, today 
announced that the team has signed forward Derek Stepan 
to a one-year, $1.35 million contract. 

“Derek is an experienced two-way center who can play in all 
situations,” said Waddell. “We’re thrilled to add another 
veteran to our lineup.” 

Stepan, 31, tallied six points (1g, 5a) in 20 NHL games with 
Ottawa last season. The 5’11”, 196-pound forward has 
posted 485 points (168g, 317a) in 759 career NHL games 
with the Rangers, Coyotes and Senators. Stepan has also 
skated in 106 career Stanley Cup Playoff games, registering 
54 points (20g, 34a). He has represented the United States 
internationally at the 2010 IIHF World Junior Championship, 
winning gold, as well as the 2011 IIHF World Championship, 
the 2014 Winter Olympics and the 2016 World Cup of 
Hockey. The Hastings, Minn., native was drafted by the 
Rangers in the second round, 51st overall, of the 2008 NHL 
Draft.
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About Last Season: Martin Necas Performance Review and Grade 

The Hurricanes have another dynamic offensive talent in 
Martin Necas, whose sophomore season gave even more 
glimpses at what his upside can be in the NHL. 

By Brett Finger  

Martin Necas 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

 Age: 22 

 NHL Seasons: 2 

 Scoring: 14 goals, 27 assists, 41 points in 53 games 

 Advanced numbers: 53.01 CF%, 52.96 SCF%, 
52.51 xGF%, 70.0 GF% 

 Average TOI: 14:29 ES, 1:51 PP, 0:58 SH 

 Contract Status: One year left on ELC 

The 2021 season was just about everything you could have 
hoped for from Martin Necas, a young player who built on a 
promising rookie season, established himself as a top-six 
forward and a reliable producer of 5-on-5 offense and took 
on increased responsibilities after an injury to a key special 
teams weapon. 

Necas laid the groundwork for his breakout sophomore 
season back in his rookie campaign for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, wherein he showed flashes of high-end skill but 
lacked the consistency and the ice time needed to be relied 
upon in the game’s key moments. 

That changed last season. An early-season injury derailed 
Teuvo Teravainen’s 2021 campaign and necessitated an 
acceleration in Necas’ development and usage in all three 
areas of the game. 

Necas quickly found himself on the team’s second penalty-
killing unit alongside Sebastian Aho. Aho and Teravainen 
broke out midway through the 2018-19 season as a true 
power kill tandem that came out after Jordan Staal’s unit and 
pushed play in the other direction against other team’s 
secondary power-play units. As a result, those two found 
great success in not only keeping other teams off the board 
but also producing offense thanks to their world-class talent, 
otherworldly chemistry, and great reads of when to go on the 
offensive. 

Necas filled that role seamlessly, which says a lot about both 
him and Aho. The chemistry that those two players had from 
the beginning allowed Carolina’s penalty kill to carry on 
without much of a hitch. The Hurricanes had the league’s 
third-best PK rate at 85.2% and had the fourth-most short-
handed goals with seven. 

The second-year forward was aggressive on the PK and 
used his positioning, tracking, and stick-on-puck skills to 
disrupt zone entries. Oftentimes, his dynamic skating ability 
then led to dangerous counterattacks. 

One of the best stats among all Carolina skaters last season 
is Necas’ 54.15 xGF% on the penalty kill. When he was on 
the ice killing penalties, the Hurricanes were expected to 
score more goals than they allowed. Unfortunately, he fell 

just short of expectation - he was on the ice for four 
shorthanded goals-for and five power-play goals against. 

Oh, well. I think it’s safe to say that the team will gladly 
accept those results. 

While his penalty-killing was a surprising development, his 
playmaking at 5-on-5 certainly wasn’t. 

For most of the season, he skated on the team’s second line 
with Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter. That trio 
supplied the much-needed second wave of offense that the 
team has lacked at times, even during their playoff seasons 
in 2018-19 and 2019-20. 

While the Aho and Jordan Staal lines took on other teams’ 
top-sixes, Necas’ line was often able to outmatch depth lines. 
As a result, they put up some gaudy scoring numbers. At 5-
on-5, the Niederreiter-Trocheck-Necas trio scored 12 goals 
and rendered just six. Most of that production came early in 
the season, though. By February 21, they had scored seven 
goals and allowed just one. The rest of the season, the trio 
broke even at 5-on-5 and saw their production rate drop 
substantially. 

Trocheck’s injury certainly played a role in that. When he 
was out of the lineup, Aho played a lot of minutes with the 
two wingers, and their production was still outstanding, 
striking a 6-to-1 goal share at 5-on-5. 

Necas’ primary role in the team’s success came by way of 
his playmaking ability. His 5-on-5 primary shot assists/60 
trailed only Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and surprisingly, Steven 
Lorentz among Carolina skaters, according to Corey 
Sznajder’s tracking. 

His combination of speed and vision made him a dual-threat 
in creating offense. He was a lethal shooter and passer on 
the rush, and his straight-line speed made him an effective 
puck-retriever on the forecheck. 

When you’re watching Necas play, his skating really jumps 
off of the screen. It became a common occurrence to see 
him skate circles around opposing teams in the offensive 
zone. 

Literally. 

That game against the Lightning on March 27 was his true 
coming-out party. That was the game where he really 
showed his game-breaking potential in the NHL. Down 2-0 to 
the Bolts, Necas was the catalyst for Carolina’s remarkable 
comeback victory.  

He scored two goals and had three primary points in the 
team’s 4-3 win, including the game-winning, power-play tally 
with 3:53 left in the third period. 

That was a sign of things to come for him. Necas had a 
knack for the dramatics throughout the season, starting with 
his game-winning overtime goal against that same Tampa 
team on Jan. 28, the club’s first game back from its COVID-
induced break. 

For my money, Necas scored the biggest goal of the 
Hurricanes’ season in game five of their first-round playoff 
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series with the Predators. After losing back-to-back 
heartbreaking overtime games in Nashville, the Canes trailed 
2-1 in the third period on home ice. They had absolutely no 
momentum in the game, and it felt like they were about to 
collapse. 

That was until Necas’ spectacular individual effort that tied 
the game, forced overtime, and led to the Hurricanes winning 
the series four games to two. 

From all standpoints, Necas was a dynamic and multi-
dimensional player in his second NHL season. He went from 
an all-offense player in year one to a player you can trust in a 
variety of situations, including big moments late in games. 
He can pass, shoot, rush play up the ice, retrieve loose 
pucks, make good reads in all three zones, and anticipate 
plays as their developing on both sides of the puck. 

Those were the next steps that everyone hoped he would 
take, and he delivered. There’s still plenty of development 
ahead of Necas as he enters his third year in the league. He 
does play light, so adding more strength and power to his 
game would make him less predictable and add another 
layer to what he can do offensively. He’ll never be a 
Svechnikov power forward type, but I don’t think he’s a 
finished product in that regard. 

His speed plays well on the wing, but one would assume that 
he’ll continue to take more faceoffs, and the option is still 
there for him to eventually make a move to the middle of the 
ice. He will need to improve on faceoffs and continue to build 
on his 5-on-5 defensive game for that to happen, though. 

While his penalty-killing ability was very impressive, there’s 
still work for him to do in becoming a real 200-foot player. 
There are still moments where he doesn’t totally bear down 
(or, should I say, Dig In) in the defensive zone. That can 
often lead to failed clearing attempts and missed coverages. 

For now, though, you have to be happy with where he is at 
as a winger, and even if Trocheck isn’t as productive as he 
was last season, we’ve seen how well those two operate 
together. His chemistry with Aho gives him versatility as well 
as a guy who can move around the forward lineup and be 
able to mesh well with different line partners. 

You can safely add Necas to the growing list of young 
players that the Hurricanes should be very excited about. He 
has things in his toolkit that you simply can’t teach. The sky 
is the limit for number 88.
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Hurricanes sign veteran forward Derek Stepan to one-year contract 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 31, 2021 08:01 PM 

  

The Carolina Hurricanes continued to reshape their roster Saturday, 
signing forward Derek Stepan to a one-year, $1.35 million contract. 

“Derek is an experienced two-way center who can play in all situations,” 
Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a statement. 
“We’re thrilled to add another veteran to our lineup.” 

Stepan, 31, played 20 games for the Ottawa Senators last season, 
finishing with one goal and five assists. He has 759 regular-season 
games of NHL experience, with career totals of 168 goals and 317 
assists, and has competed in 106 career Stanley Cup games. 

The Canes, since the end of the season, have had winger Warren 
Foegele traded to the Edmonton Oilers, winger Brock McGinn leave in 
free agency to sign with Pittsburgh and center Morgan Geekie selected 
by the Seattle Kraken in the NHL expansion draft. Forward Cedric 
Paquette also left in free agency. 

Stepan spent seven seasons with the New York Rangers and three with 
the Arizona Coyotes before going to Ottawa for the 2020-21 season. He 
had a career-high 57 points with the Rangers in 2013-14 and scored a 
career-best 22 goals in 2015-16. 

Stepan’s hockey resume also includes representing the United States at 
the 2010 IIHF World Junior Championship, winning gold, the 2011 IIHF 
World Championship, the 2014 Winter Olympics and the 2016 World Cup 
of Hockey. 

The Canes on Saturday also announced two other signings: goalie Alex 
Lyon and forward Maxim Letunov. Both received one-year, two-way 
contracts. 

Lyon, who played six games last season for the Philadelphia Flyers, will 
receive $750,000 at the NHL level and $200,000 at the American Hockey 
League (AHL) level, with a $250,000 guarantee. 

“Alex is a goaltender with experience at both the AHL and NHL levels,” 
Waddell said in a statement. “This signing helps solidify our goaltending 
depth.” 

Lyon, 28, had a 1-3-1 record, 3.33 goals-against average and .893 save 
percentage last season. He had a 6-7-2 record, 3.21 GAA and .893 save 
percentage in 22 career NHL games with Philadelphia. 

Letunov’s one-year deal will pay $750,000 at the NHL level and $100,000 
at the AHL level with a $140,000 guarantee. 

“Max is a playmaking center who brings size and speed,” Waddell said in 
a statement. “This signing helps improve our organizational depth at 
forward.” 

Letunov, 25, had 12 goals and three assists in 32 AHL games with the 
San Jose Barracuda last season. 
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Without defenseman Dougie Hamilton, the Canes take a defense-by-
committee approach 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JULY 31, 2021 07:00 AM 

 

Coaches often talk about replacing a key player “by committee.” 

Expect to hear it again. 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost defenseman Dougie Hamilton in free 
agency. The new “committee” will include defensemen Ian Cole, Ethan 
Bear and Brendan Smith. 

And, yes, Tony DeAngelo. 

The Canes signed Cole, Smith and DeAngelo as free agents and traded 
for Bear. It’s an interesting group that has a player with two Stanley Cup 
rings (Cole), an Indigenous player (Bear) who has dealt with stereotypes 
and slurs, and someone whose past includes a suspension in junior 
hockey for using a slur at a teammate (DeAngelo). 

‘NEVER JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER’ 

Bear, 24, said Friday that coming to a team that added DeAngelo was 
not concerning despite the firestorm DeAngelo’s signing caused among 
many Canes fans. 

“I’m looking forward to playing with Tony,” Bear said on a media call. “I 
never judge a book by its cover. I always believe everyone deserves a 
second chance. He actually messaged me yesterday, so I really 
appreciate that from him. 

“You never know. You never know what’s going to happen. It could be 
really good. He seems excited and I’m excited. When I first saw that 
(DeAngelo signing), it didn’t really pop in my head at all as a worry or a 
concern. I know he’s a very good player, so I think it will be good.” 

The Canes need it to be good. Hamilton, fourth in the 2021 Norris Trophy 
voting, scored 42 goals and had 79 assists in his 184 games with the 
Canes over three seasons. He was in the top defensive pairing with 
Jaccob Slavin, and anchored the top power-play unit. He was an NHL 
All-Star. 

Hamilton did seem to come up small in the playoffs for the Canes, but the 
Boston Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning stress defensemen to the 
breaking point, and can do that to a guy. Bottom line: Hamilton leaving 
Carolina is a big loss. 

A WINNING CULTURE 
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Cole, who signed a one-year contract for $2.9 million, has known playoff 
success. He was a part of two Cup-winning teams with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. A former first-round draft pick by St. Louis, he has 595 games 
of regular-season experience and been in 96 playoff games. 

“In my career, winning hockey games and trying to win a Stanley Cup is 
really the only goal,” Cole said Friday. “I wanted to go to as good a team 
as I could possibly be on.” 

For Cole, 32, that was the Canes, a team he said was “certainly on the 
cusp.” 

Cole said he also liked the thought of playing on a team coached by Rod 
Brind’Amour. That was a selling point: three years as head coach, three 
playoff appearances, and now Brind’Amour claiming the 2021 Jack 
Adams Award as the league’s best coach. 

“You hear about the culture he’s grown with the team and his 
commitment to the team and that’s really appealing to me,” Cole said. “I 
think to have that sustained success over the course of multiple seasons 
and playoffs you need to have that commitment to the team. I think to 
have a guy at the helm of the team like Rod, who had all the skill in the 
world but also the intangibles and the leadership, is a fantastic situation 
to come into.” 

Brind’Amour has a new defensive assistant coach to hire after Dean 
Chynoweth left after the season. The system should remain much the 
same, with the Canes’ D-men playing aggressively and looking to ignite a 
quick offensive transition. 

The defensive pairs, with Hamilton gone and Jake Bean traded, could 
have Brett Pesce rejoining Slavin. Brady Skjei could play with DeAngelo 
— the two former New York Rangers together — and Cole with Bear, the 
vet and the young guy. 

That would give Brind’Amour three lefty-righty combinations on D. Jake 
Gardiner remains with the Canes, perhaps as the seventh defenseman. 
Smith, another former Ranger, has more than 500 games of NHL 
experience and adds depth. 

‘COMPETITIVE, COMPASSIONATE’ 

The Canes traded forward Warren Foegele to the Edmonton Oilers to get 
Bear, who has one year left on his contract and a $2 million cap hit. Bear, 
who is of Cree descent, spent most of his career in Western Canada, 
playing in the Western Hockey League and then with the Oilers. 

Bear said this past season had unexpected challenges. “Just a lot of bad 
bounces,” he called it. 

The worst: Bear was sitting on the bench one day and hit in the head by 
a puck. He suffered from concussion issues much of February and it took 
time to recover and regain his form. 

“I’m a competitive, compassionate guy,” Bear said. “I work hard, I battle 
hard, I’m all smiles and I’m always having fun. 

“I wanted to come to a winning organization with a young core. For me, it 
kind of gives me butterflies. It’s something that I’ve always wanted and 
it’s something I needed right now. I can’t wait.” 

CANES SIGNINGS 

The Canes on Friday signed defenseman Jalen Chatfield to a one-year, 
two-way contract that pays $750,000 at the NHL level and $225,000 at 
the AHL level. Chatfield, 25, played 18 NHL games with the Vancouver 
Canucks last season. 

Also signed was forward Sam Miletic, who recoeved to a one-year, two-
way contract that will pay $750,000 at the NHL level and $85,000 at the 
AHL level. Miletic, 24, played 21 AHL games with the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in 2020-21. 
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USA TODAY / NHL will investigate allegations that San Jose Sharks' 
Evander Kane bet on his own games 

 

Scooby Axson 

 

The National Hockey League said it will look into allegations that San 
Jose Sharks forward Evander Kane bet on his own games and tried to 
lose games for profit. 

The allegations came from an Instagram post that is purported to be from 
his wife, Anna.  

In the posts Anna Kane said, “How does the NHL let a compulsive 
gambling addict still play when he’s obviously throwing games to win 
money? Hmm maybe someone needs to address this. Can someone ask 
Gary Bettman how they let a player gamble on his own games? Bet and 
win with bookies on his own games?” 

The NHL said in a statement: "The League was made aware this evening 
of a post on social media alleging that San Jose Sharks Player Evander 
Kane bet on NHL games. The integrity of our game is paramount and the 
League takes these allegations very seriously. We intend to conduct a 
full investigation and will have no further comment at this time." 

The Sharks said they have been in contact with the league regarding 
Kane.  

In January, Kane filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, saying he is $27 million 
in debt and is facing six lawsuits, court actions and administrative 
proceedings with lending agencies. In the bankruptcy petition, it stated 
that Kane has lost $1.5 million in gambling in the past year. 

Kane, 29, has spent the last four seasons with San Jose. In 212 games 
with the Sharks, he has 87 goals and 79 assists. He led the league in 
penalty minutes in 2018-19 and 2019-20. 

Kane is in the middle of a seven-year, $49 million contract he signed in 
2018. He also has played for the Winnipeg Jets and Buffalo Sabres. 
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TSN.CA / A closer look at Canada’s gold-medal drought at the women’s 
worlds 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

It’s been almost a decade since Canada’s women’s hockey team last 
won gold at the IIHF Women’s World Championship. 

For a team that has been synonymous with winning, it’s difficult to 
believe that 2012 was the last year the Canadians had gold draped 
around their necks. Hardly any players from that roster remain on the 
team. Sarah Fillier, one of Canada’s current young stars, was a few 
months shy of her 12th birthday the last time Canada was crowned world 
champions. 

So, what happened to Canada over the past five tournaments?  In a 
nutshell: four straight losses to the United States in gold-medal games 
and a shocking upset at the hands of Finland in 2019 has left Canada 
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mired in its longest gold-medal drought at the world championship. (The 
tournament wasn’t held in 2014 and 2018 due to the Olympics, and last 
year the event was cancelled because of COVID-19.) 

But with the 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship set to kick off on 
August 20 in Calgary, let’s take a closer look at Canada’s results at the 
tournament since the team’s last championship run. 

2013 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Dan Church 

With the world championship taking place in Ottawa – the first time the 
tournament was held in Canada in six years – the Canadians were 
hoping for a boost from the home crowd, but ultimately fell 3-2 to the 
Americans in the gold-medal match.  

The score would imply a close game, but the U.S. outshot Canada 30-16 
and largely dominated. Goaltender Shannon Szabados kept Canada in 
the match until Amanda Kessel scored the winning goal in the third 
period. 

“It’s really hard,” Caroline Ouellette told TSN after the game.  “We’re in 
our country, in front of a great crowd. We wanted to be proud of our 
effort. I don’t have that feeling right now. I thought we were outplayed, 
outshot, out-chanced, and it’s not a good feeling.”  

Canada had dominated in the run-up to the final. They finished atop their 
group with three wins, including a 3-2 overtime victory against the 
Americans. The Canadians finished the preliminary round with a +22 goal 
differential, 16 more than the U.S. Canada routed Russia 8-1 in their 
semifinal, while the United States had a much closer 3-0 victory over 
Finland in their semi.  

All the signs indicated a Canadian gold medal, but ultimately the 
Americans won their fifth world title in seven years.  

“It feels like a bad dream,” Hayley Wickenheiser said following the loss. 

2015 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Doug Derraugh  

Canada didn’t wake up from the bad dream in 2015, losing 7-5 to the 
United States in the highest-scoring gold-medal game in tournament 
history. 

The Canadians were coming off a 3-2 overtime win against their rivals to 
claim gold at the Sochi Olympics, a game in which they erased a two-
goal deficit in the final four minutes of the third period. Marie-Philip Poulin 
provided the heroics, scoring the tying goal and the overtime winner. 

While Canada was feeling confident after winning a fourth straight 
Olympic gold, it was the Americans who jumped out to a 3-0 lead just a 
little over 10 minutes into the start of the gold-medal game at the 2015 
women’s worlds. 

But Canada battled back in a high-scoring second period, falling behind 
5-2 before notching three unanswered goals to tie things up. With the 
game up for grabs in the final frame, the United States ultimately 
prevailed on goals from Brianna Decker and Kendall Coyne Schofield.  

“Our team showed a lot of heart,” said Natalie Spooner. “We were down 
a lot of goals and we came back… It’s really tough to have lost that 
game.” 

Canada had a lot of new faces on the roster, which had an average age 
of just over 24. Wickenheiser, the team’s all-time leading scorer, missed 
the tournament after undergoing foot surgery. Poulin, then 24, served as 
team captain for the first time at a world championship.  

It was also the last game in Ouellette’s storied career. She was originally 
left off the roster but was brought on to replace an injured Haley Irwin. 

“I’m just sad that I couldn’t win for this team,” a very emotional Ouellette 
said. “We had a great group, we played for one another. I’m proud of 
everyone. Hopefully they use this as motivation to get better, because we 
need to get better if we want to beat that U.S. team.”  

2016 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Laura Schuler  

In a reversal of the offensive explosion from the previous year, the final in 
2016 was a tight battle, with both teams unable to break the scoreless 
deadlock for three periods. American forward Alex Carpenter scored 12 
minutes into overtime, finding the loose puck that had bounced behind 
goaltender Emerance Maschmeyer, who finished with 33 saves in the 
game. 

“Maschmeyer – what can you say about her? She played unbelievable. 
She kept us in the game. Unfortunately, it was a lucky bounce at the 
end,” said Poulin. 

The U.S. spoiled Wickenheiser’s final world championship and another 
potential home-ice celebration for Canada, with the tournament taking 
place in Kamloops, B.C. 

“It was electric out there,” said Maschmeyer.  “The fans picked us up 
when we needed it and they kept us going for the entire game.” 

Maschmeyer, then 21, was a breakout star for Canada. She was named 
the tournament’s best goaltender after posting a 1.25 goals-against 
average and a .956 save percentage.  

2017 

Result: Silver 

Head Coach: Laura Schuler  

With the tournament shifting to Plymouth, Mich., Canada had a chance to 
repay the U.S. and take the gold on the Americans’ home turf. However, 
another overtime winner – this time from Hilary Knight on an odd-man 
rush – gave the United States a 3-2 victory and their fourth consecutive 
gold medal, and first on home ice. 

“It’s all too familiar to us right now,” said Brianne Jenner. “We want it 
really bad. We just have to figure out what that one missing piece is.”  

“Simply put, they score more goals than we do,” said Irwin. “We have to 
generate way more offence.” 

Poulin was the only Canadian to finish in the top 10 in tournament 
scoring, with six points in five games. Canada finished third in both 
scoring efficiency (10.49 per cent) and power play percentage (22.73 per 
cent), and had just one goal from their defencemen in the entire 
tournament. 

The 2017 women’s worlds was both a continuation of a disturbing trend 
for Canada as well as a concerning sign of things to come. Not only did 
the Canadians lose to the Americans in the preliminary round – the third 
straight year where they were defeated twice by their rivals in a single 
tournament – Canada also fell 4-3 to Finland in its second group game. 

It was the first-ever victory for Finland over Canada, but it wouldn’t be the 
last. 

2019 

Result: Bronze 

Head Coach: Perry Pearn 

After losing to the United States in the gold-medal game at the 
PyeongChang Olympics in 2018, it was more frustration for Canada at 
the 2019 IIHF Women’s World Championship. Without their captain 
Poulin, who aggravated a knee injury in a game against Russia, Canada 
would face a worst-ever finish.  
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Following another loss to the Americans in the preliminary round – 
Canada’s eighth straight loss to their rivals at the women’s worlds – the 
Canadians were set to face Finland in the semifinals. Canada had posted 
a comfortable 6-1 win over the Finns in the group stage, and after the 
Canadians jumped to an early 1-0 lead just over two minutes into the 
semifinal, it seemed like another inevitable Canada-U.S. showdown in 
the gold-medal match. 

But Finland would take a 2-1 lead thanks to a pair of power-play goals. 
Loren Gabel would tie it for Canada, but the Finns, bolstered by 
thousands of fans on home ice in Espoo, would not be deterred, and 
would retake the lead before the end of the second period on a shot from 
Susanna Tapani that snuck through a screened Szabados. 

Goaltender Noora Räty would shut the door the rest of the way, recording 
43 saves in a 4-2 win. After the final whistle, Finnish coach Pasi 
Mustonen kissed the ice at Espoo Metro Areena. 

“These other countries are catching up. They want to beat us every time 
they play us,” said Jenner. 

Although Canada would take home a medal after easily beating Russia 
7-0 in the bronze-medal match, it was still the team’s worst-ever finish at 
a major tournament, and the U.S. would go on to claim a fifth straight 
gold medal, albeit in controversial fashion. 
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USA TODAY / Traded goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury will play for 
Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Reigning Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre Fleury has agreed to play for 
the Chicago Blackhawks this season after his trade. 

The Blackhawks’ Twitter account dropped hints about the decision 
Sunday by tweeting an emoji of a flower, Fleury’s nickname. The team 
later released a video of the goalie on a tarmac, saying, "Hey Chicago, 
it's Marc. So I'm letting you know I'm in. Let's get to work." 

Fleury, who played the last four seasons with the Vegas Golden Knights, 
was dealt to the Blackhawks on July 27 for minor league forward Mikael 
Hakkarainen. 

He had told the Golden Knights that he wanted to stay in Las Vegas 
because his family enjoyed the city. After the trade, he wanted to discuss 
the situation with his family, and they will join him in Chicago. 

Fleury, 36, was voted the top goaltender last season after going 26-10 
with a 1.98 goals-against average and .928 save percentage. He and 
Robin Lehner shared the Williams Jennings Trophy for the lowest team 
goals-against average. 

In Chicago, he’ll bolster a revamped team that added defensemen Seth 
Jones, Caleb Jones and Jake McCabe and forwards Tyler Johnson and 
Jujhar Khaira. Captain Jonathan Toews also plans to return from a 
season-long ailment. 

Fleury, who ranks third in all-time victories (492) and has won three 
Stanley Cups, has one year left on a contract that pays him $7 million 
this year. 
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