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Top NHL restricted free agents: Pettersson could get offer sheet 

Shesterkin, Tkachuk also among those who may be 
available 

By Jon Lane 

The NHL free agent signing period began July 28. NHL.com 
takes a closer look at the top restricted free agents (listed in 
alphabetical order). 

Most restricted free agents can receive an offer sheet from 
another team. His team can match the offer sheet or receive 
draft-pick compensation based on its value. Note: Kirill 
Kaprizov and Quinn Hughes are not eligible to receive an 
offer sheet from another team and are not included on this 
list. 

Forwards 

Kevin Fiala, Minnesota Wild 

Fiala scored 40 points (20 goals, 20 assists) in 50 regular-
season games, and two points (one goal, one assist) in 
seven Stanley Cup Playoff games. The 24-year-old has 
scored at least 20 goals in each of his first two full seasons 
with the Wild and 101 points (46 goals, 55 assists) in 133 
games since he was traded to Minnesota by the Nashville 
Predators on Feb. 25, 2019. The Wild announced Aug. 2 that 
they elected for salary arbitration with Fiala. 

Sam Reinhart, Florida Panthers 

The 25-year-old was traded to the Panthers by the Buffalo 
Sabres on July 24 for goalie prospect Devon Levi and a first-
round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. He led the Sabres in goals 
(25) and points (40) in 54 games this season. Selected by 
Buffalo in the first round (No. 2) of the 2014 NHL Draft, 
Reinhart has scored 295 points (134 goals, 161 assists) in 
454 NHL games.  

Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina Hurricanes 

The 21-year-old scored 42 points (15 goals, 27 assists) in 55 
regular-season games and eight points (two goals, six 
assists) in 11 playoff games. The No. 2 pick in the 2018 NHL 
Draft had NHL career-highs in goals (24), assists (37) and 
points (61) in 68 games during his second season in 2019-
20, shortened due to concerns surrounding the coronavirus.  

Brady Tkachuk, Ottawa Senators 

Tkachuk scored 36 points (17 goals, 19 assists) in 56 
games, 12 points (five goals, seven assists) in his final 14. 
The No. 4 pick in the 2018 draft, the 21-year-old has scored 
125 points (60 goals, 65 assists) in 198 regular-season 
games.  

Elias Pettersson, Vancouver Canucks 

The 22-year-old scored 21 points (10 goals, 11 assists) in 26 
games, 14 points (seven goals, seven assists) in his final 14 
games before a hyperextended wrist sidelined him for the 
final 30. The No. 5 pick in the 2017 NHL Draft, Pettersson 
expects to be fully healthy in time for the start of next 
season. He won the Calder Trophy in 2019 and has scored 
153 points (65 goals, 88 assists) in 165 NHL games. 

Defensemen 

Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres 

Dahlin scored 23 points (five goals, 18 assists) in 56 games. 
The 21-year-old led the Sabres and ranked 15th among NHL 
defensemen with an average of 20:15 of ice time per game 
at even strength from April 6 until the end of the season and 
scored 10 points (three goals, seven assists), best among 
Buffalo defensemen in that span. The No. 1 pick in the 2018 
draft has scored 107 points (18 goals, 89 assists) in 197 
games. He scored 44 points (nine goals, 35 assists) in 2018-
19 and finished third in Calder Trophy voting. 

Neal Pionk, Winnipeg Jets 

The 25-year-old scored 32 points (three goals, 29 assists) in 
54 regular-season games and had four assists in eight 
playoff games. Pionk played an average of 21:58 per game, 
second on the Jets to defenseman Josh Morrissey (23:33), 
and 26:00 per game in the playoffs, third on Winnipeg. He 
scored an NHL career-high 45 points (six goals, 39 assists) 
and 25 power-play points (three goals, 22 assists) in 71 
games for the Jets in 2019-20, his first full season with 
Winnipeg after his trade from the Rangers for defenseman 
Jacob Trouba on June 17, 2019. Pionk filed for salary 
arbitration. 

Goalies 

Carter Hart, Philadelphia Flyers 

Hart was 9-11-5 with a 3.67 goals-against average, an .877 
save percentage and one shutout in 27 games (25 starts), 
and did not play after April 15 because of a sprained MCL in 
his left knee. The 22-year-old's GAA was the highest and 
save percentage was the lowest among the 32 goalies to 
play at least 25 games, a drop from the 2.42 GAA and .914 
save percentage in his second NHL season. He's 49-37-9 
with a 2.88 GAA, a .905 save percentage and two shutouts 
in 101 regular-season games (95 starts), and 9-5 with a 2.23 
GAA, a .926 save percentage and two shutouts in 14 playoff 
games.  
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Ilya Samsonov, Washington Capitals 

Samsonov was 13-4-1 with a 2.69 GAA, a .902 save 
percentage and two shutouts in 19 games (18 starts) during 
a season that included two stints in NHL COVID-19 protocol. 
Though the 24-year-old was 0-3 with a 2.99 GAA and an 
.899 save percentage in three playoff games, he returned 
with little practice time and made 40 saves in Game 3 of the 
Stanley Cup First Round before a miscommunication with 
Capitals defenseman Justin Schultz led to the winning goal 
in a 3-2 double-overtime loss to the Boston Bruins. 
Samsonov is 29-10-3 with a 2.61 GAA, a .908 save 
percentage and three shutouts in 45 regular-season games 
(40 starts).  

Juuse Saros, Nashville Predators 

The Predators believed Saros could be their No. 1 goalie and 
the 26-year-old proved them right by helping Nashville finish 
the regular season with a 20-7-1 run to clinch the No. 4 seed 
in the eight-team Discover Central Division. Saros was 18-6-
1 with a 1.88 GAA, a .941 save percentage and three 
shutouts beginning with a 2-1 win against the Blue Jackets 
on Feb. 27. His 21 wins, 2.28 GAA and .927 save 
percentage were NHL career bests. He was 2-4 with a 2.78 
GAA and .921 save percentage in a six-game loss to the 
Hurricanes in the first round, including a combined 110 saves 

on 117 shots to win Games 3 and 4. Saros filed for salary 
arbitration. 

Igor Shesterkin, New York Rangers 

The 25-year-old completed his first full NHL season as the 
heir apparent to Henrik Lundqvist in New York and was 16-
14-3 with a 2.62 GAA, a .916 save percentage and two 
shutouts in 35 games (31 starts). Shesterkin was third in 
games played, tied with Kaapo Kahkonen of the Wild for third 
in wins, fourth in save percentage and fifth in GAA among 
rookie goalies to play at least 10 games.  

Ilya Sorokin, New York Islanders 

Sorokin was 13-6-3 with a 2.17 GAA, a .918 save 
percentage and three shutouts in 22 games (21 starts) but 
proved during the playoffs he was worth the wait for the 
Islanders after six seasons playing in his native Russia. The 
25-year-old allowed nine goals on 159 shots against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the first round, including a 48-save 
performance in Game 5 and 34 saves in Game 6 to win the 
best-of-7 series, becoming the first Islanders goalie to win 
each of his first four playoff games and the 10th in NHL 
history to do it. He was 4-1 with a 2.79 GAA and .922 save 
percentage in seven playoff games (five starts) to help New 
York reach the Stanley Cup Semifinals.
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Have These NHL Teams Improved Via Free Agency? 

A few teams made an effort to change the way they play. But 
it remains to be seen if these teams can improve their 
records. 

By Jason Chen 

Over 200 new contracts worth nearly $1 billion combined 
were signed in the first three days of free agency. A new 
32nd franchise skews things, but it’s a massive financial 
commitment for a league that has basically committed to a 
flat salary cap of $81.5 million for the next few seasons.  

Free agency is a dangerous game. There’s no guarantee 
that teams that spend a lot, or even spend wisely, are 
guaranteed to have success. It’s a copycat, reactionary 
league, and so when the Lightning and the Canadiens made 
the Finals on the backs of quality depth on forward and 
defense, naturally every team thought it prudent to acquire 
and overpay every third-line forward with grit and every third-
pairing defenseman with size. What was passé when the 
data-driven, skills-based era was ushered in is in vogue yet 
again, and that nostalgia has come at a premium.  

Here’s a look at three teams who have undergone big 
makeovers though we won’t know until puck drop whether 
they’ve improved or not.  

Carolina Hurricanes 
The Canes have a price tag attached to everything and good 
luck if you ask for anything more than that. Sticking to a strict 
value system can often be misconstrued as penny-pinching, 
and the Canes didn’t think Dougie Hamilton was worth the $9 
million cap hit, who’s been a long-time favorite of analytical 
models. He was undoubtedly the jewel of the 2021 free 
agent class, but the Canes didn’t want to pay top dollar just 
because he was the best offensive defenseman who was 
available.  

There’s some truth to the Canes’ thinking. According to 
hockey-reference.com’s point shares model, while 
Hamilton’s 3.8 Offensive Point Shares puts him in elite 
company, he did not generate the highest score; Victor 
Hedman (4.0), Cale Makar (4.0), John Carlson (4.1), Jeff 
Petry (4.2), Tyson Barrie (4.3) and Jakob Chychrun (4.5) all 
ranked ahead of him.  

And if you ask who the Canes’ best defenseman was last 
season, you’d probably get as many votes for Jaccob Slavin, 
who is more well-rounded and plays in all situations. The 
Canes probably believe the loss of Hamilton’s offense can be 
stemmed by the addition of Tony DeAngelo, who generated 
5.2 Offensive Point Shares in 68 games in the 2019-20 
season, and defensively their depth has improved with Ian 
Cole and Ethan Bear.  

The big question is in net, highlighted by the curious decision 
to trade Alex Nedeljkovic for what seemed like pennies on 
the dollar. Would you rather have Nedeljkovic and Petr 
Mrazek for $6.8 million or Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta for $6.5 million? The Canes saved some money, 
some term and perhaps a little less uncertainty given 
Nedeljkovic’s small sample size, but the Andersen-Raanta 
duo definitely carries their fair share of question marks, 
especially in terms of health. An injury to either would push 
Alex Lyon, who has appeared in just 22 games with a .893 
Sv% and 3.21 GAA, into duty.  

Edmonton Oilers 
Everyone agrees Zach Hyman was a good addition. Contract 
considerations aside, he’s an excellent role player with a 
proven track record of being able to play with star players, 
and his ability to win puck battles will generate even more 
scoring chances for both Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. The question is if the addition of Hyman hides the 
deficiencies of a team that still lacks quality depth up front 
and has a ton of uncertainty on defense and in net.  

So much of the Oilers defense depends on Darnell Nurse, 
who will find it difficult to replicate last season’s success that 
was buoyed by an anomalous 10.4 S%, and he’s not getting 
a lot of help. Adam Larsson, their most dependable 
defensive defenseman, left for the Kraken.  

Oscar Klefbom will likely be placed on LTIR. Tyson Barrie’s 
defensive deficiencies are well known. Kris Russell is really 
good at blocking shots, but that’s because the other team 
always has the puck when he’s on the ice, and Evan 
Bouchard remains unproven. And yet the Oilers have added 
only Duncan Keith, who can provide a good veteran 
presence but at 38 years old is unable to play top-pairing 
minutes every night, and Cody Ceci, a borderline second-
pairing defenseman who struggles when asked to do 
anything more.  

Mike Smith had a fantastic season but his performance is 
also very difficult to replicate, and the Oilers are still in 
search of some help with Alex Stalock, who has a career 
.909 Sv%, and Mikko Koskinen, who was a rumoured buyout 
target, as their only remaining options. Smith had a very 
good season, but the only other time he received Vezina 
Trophy votes was in the 2011-12 season and he quickly fell 
back to Earth after that; in the three subsequent seasons, 
Smith ranked 38th in Sv% (.910) and 44th in GAA (2.83) 
among 53 goalies who played at least 50 games.  

New York Rangers 
Everything the Rangers have done under new GM Chris 
Drury is a result of their disastrous finish to the season. It 
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included five losses in their final six games, three of which 
were via shutouts, but none were more demoralizing than the 
throwdown by Tom Wilson. Never has one player seemed to 
change the trajectory of an opposing franchise and incited 
such change from a bruised ego.  

Acquiring Barclay Goodrow was a clear sign the Rangers 
wanted to be a little tougher in the middle of the lineup, and 
opting for Samuel Blais from the Blues added more 
sandpaper. The cherry on top, however, was the trade for 
Ryan Reaves, a winger who literally only has one job: solve 
the Tom Wilson problem.  

The ultimate irony is that, if the goal is to win now – as was 
owner James Dolan’s directive when he cleaned house – 
remember that Reaves played in just 10 of the Golden 
Knight’s 20 playoffs games in their 2018 playoff run, and the 

Rangers already led the league with 23 major penalties and 
ranked third with 565 penalty minutes last season. 

There’s no question the Rangers are a different team 
stylistically. They’ll be more physical and aggressive under 
new coach Gerard Gallant, but it cost them an excellent 
winger in Pavel Buchnevich and cap space that could’ve 
been better utilized.  

They’re still missing quality depth down the middle beyond 
Mika Zibanejad and Ryan Strome, which was arguably their 
biggest weakness last season and ranked last in FOW%, 
and currently have just three regular defensemen (Jacob 
Trouba, Ryan Lindgren and Patrik Nemeth) who aren’t 
signed to entry-level contracts.
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Get to know Ethan Bear: Five questions with Copper and Blue 

We spoke with our sister site to get some more information 
on one of the newest members of the Hurricanes’ blue line.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes made a swap to help their blue line last 
week, sending the rights to RFA forward Warren Foegele to 
the Edmonton Oilers for promising young defenseman Ethan 
Bear.  

In order to get more information about what the Hurricanes 
are getting in Bear, we caught up with managing editor Jeff 
Chapman of Copper and Blue, our sister site covering the 
Oilers.  

Jeff’s answers are below, and be sure to check out Ryan’s 
answers to Copper and Blue’s five questions about Warren 
Foegele here. 

1. What would you say to someone who has never watched 
Ethan Bear play? What kind of player is he?  

Bear is an up-and-coming right shot defenseman. He is 
young and doesn’t yet have two full seasons worth of play 
under his belt yet, so there’s still some of a learning curve 
involved in his development. Bear plays a good 5 on 5 game, 
and he’s already had plenty of time on the penalty kill, where 
he is proficient at blocking shots. He was at least the second 
best defenseman on the Oilers in 2021, he’s already an easy 
top four option for most any club. 

2. What would you chalk up Bear’s struggles the last two 
seasons to? Growing pains? 

Youth. There’s a saying among Oiler fans that goes along 
the line of you not knowing what you have in a defenseman 
with less than 200 NHL games. Bear is at 132, and I don’t 
think you’ll find anyone who watches him that will tell you 
he’s not a top four option today. Bear had a period where he 
struggled after sustaining a concussion this past season and 
he wasn’t very good for about ten games. Bear is a 
consistent player in his own end, and he’s got the chops to 
get the puck up the ice, he had a pretty bad giveaway in the 

playoffs against Winnipeg that resulted in a goal against. I 
think that this was a contributing factor to him getting traded. 

3. Both of the Hurricanes’ primary power-play quarterbacks 
from last season in Dougie Hamilton and Jake Bean are 
gone. Is that a role Bear could fill?  

Not yet, at least, he wasn’t that in Edmonton. Bear spent just 
22 minutes on the power play in 41 games this past year, 
and at just age 23 there’s plenty of time to find out whether 
or not he’s the player in a year or two. If I’m Carolina, Brett 
Pesce is probably the player I’m trying to run the show with 
in 2021-22, and Ethan Bear might get some favorable time 
on the second unit to see if he’s ready to run with it.  

4. What do you think Bear’s ceiling is?  

I’m bullish on Ethan Bear. He’s a top four guy right now, and 
I would have no problem if he was my number one right 
defenseman today. I think he could be that for Carolina soon, 
if not now. He’s on a value contract right now and he had a 
54% CF against elite competition this past season. The ice is 
tilted towards the opponent when he’s on the ice, which is 
one of a few things I’m really looking for when judging a 
contract on a defenseman. There’s no situation where he 
looks out of place, and smart money says he’s only going to 
get better in the next two years. 

5. Bear is regarded as a high-character guy, and obviously 
got a lot of attention last year for his bravery in taking a stand 
against racism. What kind of player are the Hurricanes 
getting off the ice?  

Ethan Bear took a despicable situation when a select group 
of fans took it upon themselves to hurl a tirade of racist 
epithets at him after a game in the Winnipeg series. He 
turned a despicable act from others into a teachable 
moment. A proud member of the Ochapawace First Nation, 
Bear teamed up with the Oilers, the NHL and Hockey 
Canada to speak out against racial prejudice and injustice, 
calling for a community of acceptance, inclusion and respect.  

I think he’ll do well in Carolina. He’s a tremendous athlete 
and he’s a high quality guy.
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About Last Season: Jake Gardiner Performance Review and Grade 

The veteran blueliner saw a hot start overshadowed by 
prolonged injury issues. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Jake Gardiner 2020-21 Season by the Numbers 

 Age: 30 

 NHL Seasons: 10 

 Scoring: 0 goals, 8 assists, 8 points in 26 games 

 Advanced Numbers: 53.85 CF%, 53.47 SCF%, 
53.87 xGF%, 56.0 GF% 

 Average TOI: 14:11 ES, 1:49 PP, 0:03 SH 

 Contract Status: 2 more years with $4.05 million 
AAV and M-NTC (7 team no trade list) 

It was a difficult season to judge for Jake Gardiner.  

On one hand, the veteran blueliner saw a solid stretch of 
elevated play through the first quarter of the season, giving 
hope for a resurgence and his best season yet with the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

But on the other, it was, in a sense, another disappointing 
season for Gardiner as he only managed to play another 11 
games through the remainder of the regular season games 
along with one playoff appearance.  

So while his overall on-ice performance was better than last 
season, injury issues derailed what could have been a really 
stellar season. 

Let’s take a look at the first 15 games Gardiner played this 
season before he started to miss considerable time. 

In those games, Gardiner had a 55.15 Corsi For % — 3rd 
best among the Carolina’s regular defensemen — led the 
defense in Goals For % (69.23%) and High Danger Chances 
For % (60.0%) and was second best among the defense in 
expected Goals For % (55.78%) and Scoring Chances For % 
(55.03%).  

He also registered seven of his eight total points in that 
stretch, including three power-play apples. 

It was apparent that he was much more confident in 
Carolina’s system and just overall as a player and if you’re 
more of a fan of the eye-test, here are a few of the plays he 
was making during that stretch. 

It looked like this season was going to prove why the Canes 
wanted to sign Gardiner, but it seemed luck was just not on 
his side. 

Gardiner only played 11 more games after playing the first 
15 of the season, with those taking place sporadically from 
February - April, and it was clear that something was off. 

During that span, Gardiner put up much weaker numbers 
with a 51.94 CF%, 41.67 GF%, 51.44 xGF%, 45.45 HDCF%, 
and 51.49 SCF%. Across the board, all of Gardiner’s 
numbers were worse and he just seemed to be a step behind 
plays and constantly battling himself. 

He would come and go into the lineup between late February 
and April— even ending up on waivers in March, a cap 
saving move where he was assigned to the taxi squad — 
without any clear update on whether his absence was 
performance or health related. 

The Hurricanes had kept pretty much everyone in the dark in 
regards to Gardiner’s health throughout the season and 
when he first started to miss time in mid-February, it wasn’t 
clear that he was dealing with an injury until a roster report a 
few games later listed him as out with an upper-body injury. 

He didn’t play any regular season games in May, but ended 
up suiting up for Game 2 of the first round series against the 
Nashville Predators while Jaccob Slavin was out, though he 
logged just 9:07 of ice time. He wouldn’t appear again in the 
postseason. 

The only confirmation that we received on Gardiner’s overall 
health came after the season was already over when Don 
Waddell held an end of year press conference on June 17.  

In response to where Gardiner had been he responded that, 
“[Gardiner] had some MRIs done here recently. It’s in 
discussion right now with him and the doctors as far as the 
next move, so I don’t really have an update. I know he just 
did an MRI the other day.” 

It’s important to note that Gardiner had a major back injury in 
2019 when he was playing with the Toronto Maple Leafs, so 
it seems that injury issues have been following him since 
then. 

Gardiner came out of the gate hot, putting up great numbers 
and looking like a difference maker on the blueline, that 
spark quickly died out.  

It was painfully apparent that there was a different player out 
there for the majority of the season and that was more than 
likely because he was playing through an injury that was 
hampering his ability to be play at a high level. 

Which also makes the fact that he stepped in for a teammate 
in a late April game against the Tampa Bay Lightning — 
going after Alex Killorn after he laid a big hit against Martin 
Necas — much more respectable. 

Gardiner fought through a lot of adversity this season and it’s 
a shame that we only managed to see a small sample of the 
player he can be.
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Hurricanes drafted a defenseman they’d barely seen play. His story 
speaks for itself 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

AUGUST 02, 2021 05:00 AM  

 

Bryce Montgomery found himself in an uncomfortable position, facing 
down what has to be one of a hockey player’s greatest fears: He was 18 
years old, in his NHL draft year, with basically nowhere to play. 

The defenseman was preparing for his second year with the London 
Knights, eager for a bigger role with the Ontario Hockey League team 
coached by Dale Hunter, when the OHL canceled the 2020-21 season 
because of the pandemic. 

That left everyone scrambling, including Montgomery. Finding available 
ice time in rinks was problematic. But game competition? That was a 
huge problem. 

“Really a bummer,” Montgomery said last week. 

While limited to a handful of games in showcase invitationals, the 6-foot-
5, 220-pound D-man was still drafted last week — in the sixth round by 
the Carolina Hurricanes. Montgomery is happy it all worked out. 

“I didn’t know where I was going to go mainly because I didn’t have a 
season,” Montgomery said in an interview with the News & Observer. 
“Honestly, I was just hoping to hear my name called by the end of the 
day because it was such a dream.” 

It took almost all of the second day of the draft. Montgomery said he had 
gathered with his family in a hotel room, watching, waiting. 

“We were getting very nervous by the end of the fifth round,” he admitted. 

Finally, there it was on the screen: Carolina, sixth round, No. 170 overall, 
Bryce Montgomery. 

“We all went wild,” he said. “It was definitely a moment I’ll never forget.” 

Nor will his father. 

Matthew Montgomery grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota, the son of the first 
female officer in the St. Paul police department and later the first female 
African-American to be elected to the St. Paul city council. 

Debbie Montgomery was a civil rights activist who at 17 became the 
youngest member to serve on the national board of the NAACP. She was 
in the March on Washington in 1963. As a freshman at the University of 
Minnesota, she went to Alabama in 1965 to march from Selma to 
Montgomery in supporting voting rights. 

She joined the St. Paul police department in 1975 and served 28 years 
— “I was a bad mama jama,” she told the Minnesota Spokesman-
Recorder in 2017 — before her work on the city council. She also was a 
founder of the Mariucci Inner City Hockey Starter Association. 

Matthew Montgomery always loved hockey, even if the sport, and some 
of those around it, weren’t always good to him. 

Montgomery had racial slurs and other forms of hate speech aimed at 
him in high school. In games, he was called “watermelon man,” and 
worse. Cruel stuff. 

“I never let it bother me. Why waste the energy?” he said in an interview 
with the N&O last week, echoing the words he used 30 years ago. 

Matthew Montgomery played college hockey for St. Mary’s University, a 
Division III school in Winona, Minnesota. A two-time All-American, he set 
the school’s single-season record for most goals by a defenseman (20) 
that he said still stands. 

After college, Montgomery said he was recruited by the CIA, working out 
of the Langley, Virginia, headquarters. He later joined the Prince 
George’s County, Maryland, police department, retiring after more than 
20 years and taking a job in sales. 

A USA Hockey Certified Coach, Matthew began teaching others the 
game. Bryce and brother Blake, 16 and recently drafted by London, as 
well, grew up in Bowie, Maryland, with a father who was a loving, 
supportive parent but also a demanding hockey coach, pushing them to 
be better. 

Matthew hired power-skating coaches. Bryce and Blake never lacked for 
equipment or instruction, Matthew said, despite the expense. 

Asked why more Blacks aren’t involved in hockey, Matthew Montgomery 
quickly replied, “One word: money.” 

“You don’t have African-Americans playing because it’s so ... expensive,” 
he said. “You have these programs, like in the NHL ‘Hockey is for 
Everyone,’ but it’s so expensive. Equipment, ice time, playing in leagues. 
For Bryce playing for Team Maryland it was like $6,000 tuition, and that 
doesn’t include travel. Blake got new skates not long ago and it was 
$1,200 for new skates. When I played, the price of a stick was $30. 
Bryce’s were like, $300. 
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“And we can say African-Americans, but there are white families who 
can’t afford it, Asian families. You have teams in Arizona and LA flying to 
the East Coast to play. Some families can afford to do that. Many can’t.” 

Bryce Montgomery played for the Washington Little Caps 14U AAA team, 
then the Maryland U16 AAA team. After a year at Cushing Academy 
prep, he bypassed college hockey at Providence to sign with the Knights 
in the OHL. 

Montgomery got in 33 games as an OHL rookie in 2019-20, playing 
behind such D-men as Ryan Merkley, Alec Regula and Hunter Skinner. 
Then, the pandemic wiped out 2020-21. 

Montgomery found a few games in the Pandemic Hockey League in 
Massachusetts. More importantly, he went to the PBHH Invitational. A 
showcase event in Erie, Pennsylvania, it offered 10 games and had other 
OHL players. NHL scouts were at that one. 

“It was like a sprint, with 10 games to make up for an entire season,” he 
said. 

Matthew Montgomery had some concerns Bryce might press, saying, 
“He was worried about impressing the scouts.” No problem, though. 
Montgomery played well. The Canes liked him enough to draft him. 

“This was the first player we selected that really didn’t play,” Canes 
assistant general manager Darren Yorke said. “He’s a big right-handed 
defenseman that can skate. It’s going to be great for us to see him next 
year in the OHL and get another full year, but we were impressed by how 
he basically had to go a year off and got into the Erie showcase 
tournament and show the raw talent he is.” 

Matthew Montgomery said Bryce interviewed with 20 teams before the 
draft, laughing and saying the New York Islanders had 18 people on their 
call. The Canes were not one of the 20, he said. 

Bryce’s pitch: “I think I’m a big defenseman who can cover a lot of ice 
and really break up plays and play good defense down low and make 
quick ups and quick plays on the breakout. I think I can also add offense 
to my game.” 

Matthew has since done his intel. He said he has heard good things 
about Tim Gleason, the former Canes defenseman who works for the 
team developing young D-men in the Carolina system. 

“And Rod Brind’Amour. Come on, who doesn’t want to play for Rod 
Brind’Amour?” Montgomery said of the Canes coach. 

“Bryce could not have gone to a better organization where he can 
develop and evolve into the player he’s going to be three, four years from 
now. Another thing I’m happy about is being in Raleigh. Bryce, as an 
African-American, oh my God he is so charismatic. He’s going to be 
great in the community. 

“Bryce is a beast on the ice and will be great for the organization off the 
ice and in the community.” 

For now, Bryce Montgomery is gearing up for the 2021-22 season with 
London in the OHL. He said he would attend a rookie camp and rookie 
tournament with the Canes in Tampa, Florida, in September. 

“What Bryce needs is to play games,” Matthew Montgomery said. “Think 
about it. The OHL kids lost a whole year. He just needs to play games.” 
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The Athletic / Stanley Cup futures odds: Colorado remains favorite while 
Vegas and Montreal drop after draft and start of free agency 

 

By Dan Santaromita Aug 2, 2021  

 

The NHL had a crazy start to free agency last week. A lot of teams were 
busy and shifted their outlook for the upcoming season. However, the 
betting favorites at the top remain the same. 

The Colorado Avalanche remain the favorite for the 2022 Stanley Cup, 
but their odds have dropped. The Avalanche opened at 5-1, but are now 
+625. 

The two-time defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning have passed the 
Vegas Golden Knights as the second favorite. The Lightning are now 7-1 
after opening at 15-2 while Vegas has dropped to 8-1 from 13-2. 

Vegas dealt goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury to Chicagoe. Robin Lehner is 
expected to take over and has an established pedigree, but it still throws 
some upheaval between the pipes for the Golden Knights. 

After the top three, the next three remain the same. The Boston Bruins 
are 12-1 while the Carolina Hurricanes and Toronto Maple Leafs are 14-
1. None of those odds have changed since the opening odds. 

All odds via BetMGM. Place a $1 bet at BetMGM to get a free year 
subscription to The Athletic, plus $100 in bonus bets.  

NHL futures odds 

TEAM OPENING ODDS CURRENT ODDS 

Colorado Avalanche 

5-1 

+625 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

15-2 

7-1 

Vegas Golden Knights 

13-2 

8-1 

Boston Bruins 

12-1 

12-1 

Carolina Hurricanes 

14-1 

14-1 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

14-1 

14-1 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

18-1 

18-1 

New York Islanders 

18-1 

20-1 

Florida Panthers 

25-1 
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20-1 

Minnesota Wild 

20-1 

22-1 

Montreal Canadiens 

18-1 

25-1 

New York Rangers 

25-1 

25-1 

Washington Capitals 

25-1 

25-1 

Edmonton Oilers 

28-1 

28-1 

Philadelphia Flyers 

30-1 

30-1 

Dallas Stars 

28-1 

35-1 

St. Louis Blues 

30-1 

35-1 

Nashville Predators 

28-1 

40-1 

Winnipeg Jets 

35-1 

40-1 

Calgary Flames 

40-1 

40-1 

Chicago Blackhawks 

50-1 

50-1 

Vancouver Canucks 

50-1 

50-1 

Seattle Kraken 

50-1 

50-1 

Los Angeles Kings 

50-1 

66-1 

San Jose Sharks 

66-1 

66-1 

New Jersey Devils 

66-1 

66-1 

Arizona Coyotes 

80-1 

100-1 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

66-1 

100-1 

Anaheim Ducks 

80-1 

100-1 

Ottawa Senators 

100-1 

100-1 

Buffalo Sabres 

200-1 

200-1 

Detroit Red Wings 

200-1 

200-1 

Among teams in the top half, the Florida Panthers were the biggest 
movers. The Panthers opened 25-1, but are now 20-1, putting them 
among the top 10 favorites. Florida traded for Sam Reinhart from Buffalo 
during the draft. 

On the other end, the Montreal Canadiens took a dip after a busy start to 
the offseason. The Habs opened at 18-1 after making the Stanley Cup 
Final, but are now 25-1. Montreal signed David Savard in an attempt to 
replace the injured Shea Weber and added Cedric Paquette to replace 
Phillip Danault, who signed with the Los Angeles Kings. The losses are 
bigger than the additions so it’s no surprise to see Montreal’s stock drop 
a bit, even if the Canadiens’ offseason remains incomplete. Goalie Carey 
Price is expected to have surgery and miss several weeks. 

Despite building a roster, the Seattle Kraken haven’t seen their odds 
change. Seattle opened 50-1 before it had players. Nothing drastic 
enough happened to alter the team’s odds in the eyes of oddsmakers. 
Even with the makings of a depth chart, Seattle is still 50-1. 

In the longshot department, the Los Angeles Kings dropped from 50-1 to 
66-1 and the Columbus Blue Jackets dropped from 66-1 to 100-1. The 
Buffalo Sabres and Detroit Red Wings maintain the longest odds in the 
league at 200-1. 
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The Athletic / A draft pick and an extension: Inside a momentous day for 
Taylor and Cale Makar 

 

By Peter Baugh Aug 2, 2021  

 

As the final round of the NHL Draft wound down on July 24, Cale Makar 
lowered himself into the Calgary Winter Club hot tub, joining a few 
cousins and friends. He brought his iPhone with him into the warm water 
— just in case. 

The Avalanche’s star defenseman had been refreshing the draft tracker 
every few minutes throughout the day, hoping to see a team select his 
younger brother Taylor. But it was a text from Avalanche player relations 
staffer Brendan McNicholas, not the internet, that broke the news to him. 

“We got another Makar,” the message read. 

Moments later, the NHL announced the pick. Colorado had selected 
Taylor, a 20-year-old freshman at UMass, late in the seventh and final 
round, with pick No. 220. 

“It was just a weird moment for me,” Cale said. “You think maybe it could 
happen but when it actually does, it’s just like ‘wow, I don’t really know 
what to say.’” 

So he texted his dad, who was watching draft picks come in on TV at the 
family’s Calgary home, and then called his brother. Taylor, despite being 
the family member most impacted by the draft, was the one giving it the 
least attention. He’s in Amherst, Mass., two time zones and a national 
border separated from his family, doing UMass summer hockey training 
and coursework. He and a few hockey teammates were walking into a 
campus dining hall, ready to order some stir fry, when a UMass staffer 
texted Taylor with the news. 

He turned to his friends. “Boys,” he told them, “I just got drafted.” 

“The guys got really excited, started patting me on the back, (going) 
crazy,” he said. 

When Cale called Taylor, he could hear his brother’s teammates 
celebrating in the background. And he could feel Taylor’s excitement. 

“I could tell in his voice he was just super happy,” Cale said. “Ecstatic.” 

“Just buzzing,” added their dad, Gary, who also got in touch with Taylor 
shortly after the pick. “Like a bumblebee.” 

The draft capped off a wild, emotional few hours for the Makar family. 
That morning, the 22-year-old Cale signed a six-year, $54 million 
contract extension with the Avalanche. He’s coming off a season where 
he averaged a point per game and finished second in Norris Trophy 
voting, and now he will be in Colorado at least for a good portion of his 
prime. 

“It was already a really special day for my brother — and myself, to be 
honest, because I’m super proud of Cale,” Taylor said. “But for me to get 
drafted, I think (the family was) just super excited. To be drafted to the 
same place (as Cale), I don’t think they could ask for more than that.” 

Leading up to the draft, multiple NHL teams got in touch with Taylor, 
including the Flames, Canadiens and Predators. The Avalanche did not 
reach out, but they already knew the Makar family through Cale, and 
head scout Wade Klippenstein had seen Taylor play junior hockey for the 
AJHL Brooks Bandits. With only five picks remaining in the draft, there 
was no downside on taking a developing power forward with good 
hockey DNA. 

Along with their positional differences, Cale and Taylor have contrasting 
demeanors on the ice. Cale is reserved and, though he’s capable of 
laying big hits, doesn’t seek them out. Taylor, on the other hand, 
describes himself as the grittier brother. 

“Taylor is a mean mugger,” his dad said. “He goes to the hard spots. He 
loves getting pucks. He’s the first guy that’s going to hammer you, the 
first guy who is going to step up for a teammate.” 

“He definitely got a bit more of the humorous side and the charismatic 
side in our family, that’s for sure,” said Cale, who compares his brother’s 
game to Montreal’s Josh Anderson, Dallas’ Roope Hintz and Calgary’s 
Matthew Tkachuk. “A little bit more chirpy.” 

There are plenty of similarities, too. Both are creative playmakers, 
according to Taylor, and Cale said he and his brother are strong skaters 
with good hockey sense. 

Obviously, Taylor isn’t the same can’t-miss talent as Cale, who went No. 
4 in the 2017 draft and won the Calder Trophy in 2020. But he’s got 
potential and, if he develops well, both his family and the Avalanche 
believe he can be a quality player. 

In the past few years, Taylor has sprouted up to 6-foot-3 — around three 
inches taller than Cale — and at only 190 pounds, he should be able to 
add weight to his frame. Colorado general manager Joe Sakic told 
reporters after the draft that the younger Makar has “a lot of time to 
develop” at UMass, where Cale also went to school. 

“It took him a little bit of time to grow into his body,” Cale said. “Now he 
can work out in college and fully get the grasp of it. I think he can be a 
pretty good sleeper pick.” 

“There’s still so much work to put in,” adds Taylor. 

Though determined to establish himself as his own hockey player, Taylor 
has followed his brother’s footsteps almost to a T throughout their hockey 
careers. Both played AAA hockey for the Calgary Flames U15 and U18 
teams, then junior for the Brooks Bandits. Like Cale, Taylor is set to 
attend UMass, and the Avalanche have his draft rights. 

But because of their two year age gap, the brothers have never been 
teammates. Now, thanks to a late-round pick and a long-term extension, 
the coming years could see that change. 
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The Athletic / World Junior showcase: Jake Sanderson looks NHL ready, 
Aatu Raty gets buzz; plus USA’s projected roster 

 

By Corey Pronman Aug 2, 2021  

 

I spent a week at the World Junior Summer Showcase between Finland, 
Sweden and the USA. Here are my top standouts from the tournament, 
as well a projected Team USA based on this camp for the tournament 
this winter. 

Thomas Bordeleau, C, San Jose (United States) 

Bordeleau stood out consistently with the puck on his stick with his great 
puck skills and his even better playmaking ability. He showed NHL ability 
to man a power play from the flank, and was a dual-threat with his 
passes and shot. What’s impressed me about Bordeleau’s development 
is the improved pace in his game from his draft season with more of a 
jump in his step that will help his game translate to the higher levels. 

Logan Cooley, C, 2022 draft-eligible (United States) 

Cooley is the top draft-eligible prospect in the USA and, as the 
tournament went along, he went from a guy who might have a chance to 
make the World Junior team to a player with a strong chance to play a 
role for them depending on how his first half goes. He has elite skill and 
playmaking ability, but it was the great pace and two-way ability he 
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showed that makes me think he could make the final team. He showed a 
great compete level to go with his offense. 

Tanner Dickinson, C, St. Louis (United States) 

I didn’t know what to expect from Dickinson, a fourth-round pick by the 
Blues in 2020. He missed his OHL season this past year and I wasn’t 
overly enamored by his play in the OHL the previous season. He was 
certainly a surprise in the camp in terms of his play. Dickinson showed a 
strong skill and compete level, making plays and winning puck battles. 
His game didn’t have a ton of pace, but I still think he made a strong 
enough case to keep him on the radar for the final team. 

Roni Hirvonen, C, Toronto (Finland) 

Hirvonen had a strong event as one of Finland’s leading players. He’s not 
the biggest or quickest player, but his skill, and in particular his vision and 
work ethic, were highlighted in the showcase. He makes a lot of quick, 
creative plays with the puck and plays in the hard areas despite his size. 
You’d like to see his game have more speed, but he looks like a strong 
prospect for Toronto given he’s shown well versus men. 

Matthew Knies, LW, Toronto (United States) 

Knies didn’t have some of the flashier plays in the camp like Bordeleau or 
Scott Morrow, but he was consistently effective for the USA. He’s a very 
skilled player who plays hard, and wins a lot of battles along the walls 
and net, while also creating with his skill. He’s not the most natural 
playmaker or most fluid skater, but he adds to a line with his size and 
compete, and he has enough offense to make a difference. 

Leevi Merilainen, G, Ottawa (Finland) 

Merilainen had a great U20 camp between the summer showcase and 
his previous U20 games versus the Czechs and Swiss. Joel Blomqvist a 
year ago seemed like the clear favorite to be Finland’s starter, but 
Merilainen’s play at the camp has at least made it a coin flip. He has 
good size and good not great quickness, but he gets a lot of value from 
his great hockey sense and technique. He’s very efficient in the net, 
reacting quickly to the play and squaring up difficult plays consistently. 
He tracks pucks well and has good technique in net, rarely letting in bad 
goals. 

Scott Morrow, RHD, Carolina (United States) 

Morrow’s play at the tournament was a surprise as he had little high-level 
hockey experience in how often he was involved in the offense. He made 
plays with his skating and skill, but also made good passes on outlets 
and in the offensive zone. He can be a little risky with the puck and his 
defensive zone work still needs cleaning up, but the talent stood out 
clearly at this camp. 

Aatu Raty, C, New York Islanders (Finland) 

The Aatu Raty revenge tour was in full swing at the showcase as he was 
a consistently impressive player and a leading scorer in the tournament. 
This event doesn’t mean he’s back to where he was a year ago and we 
will want to see how he does in Liiga versus men, but it was nice to see 
consistent displays of puck skills, playmaking and finishing from Raty. He 
was competing hard and showing his skill, which helped him stand out 
and keep the puck. His skating isn’t great and it will limit him at higher 
levels, but there was a lot of buzz among NHL scouts at the event for 
Raty, the most I’ve seen for him since two seasons ago. 

Jake Sanderson, LHD, Ottawa (United States) 

Sanderson was the best defenseman in the tournament and it wasn’t 
even that close between any of the other participants. His skating is a 
differentiator both defensively and offensively in how well he walked the 
line. He showed offensive touch, as much creativity with the puck as I’ve 
seen from him over the years to go, to go with his great skating and 
defending. He looks like a true upper echelon NHL prospect and honestly 
looked NHL ready as he enters his sophomore season at North Dakota. 

Mackie Samoskevich, RW, Florida (United States) 

Samoskevich was very up and down over the course of last season in 
the USHL, but this week was a more consistent display of the best of 
him. He has NHL quality speed, skill and finishing ability, and showed at 
the camp he has the individual ability to create chances out of nothing. 
Getting him to be more consistent will be an important long-term priority, 
but his skill set isn’t common in this forward group, which should help him 
lock in a top-nine skater role. 

Projected Team USA for world juniors 

Forwards 

Logan Cooley 

Matthew Beniers 

Matthew Coronato 

Matthew Knies 

Thomas Bordeleau 

Chaz Lucius 

Tristan Broz 

Tanner Dickinson 

Mackie Samoskevich 

Brett Berard 

Landon Slaggert 

Charlie Stramel 

Carter Mazur 

Defensemen 

Jake Sanderson 

Luke Hughes 

Tyler Kleven 

Brock Faber 

Wyatt Kaiser 

Scott Morrow 

Ian Moore 

Goaltenders 

Drew Commesso 

Aidan Campbell 

Kaidan Mbereko 
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The Athletic / The story of the No. 2 NHL Draft pick who chose the 
simplicity of his Manitoba farm 

 

By Ryan S. Clark Aug 2, 2021  

 

At any given time, there could be more people reading this story than 
actually live in Foxwarren, Manitoba. That is where you will find a 1,200-
acre grain farm that grows canola and hard red spring wheat. While 
some locals joke it is a hobby farm compared to the 8,000-acre combines 
in the area, the fourth-generation farmer who runs it loves his land. He 
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loves the process of farming and he speaks at great lengths about these 
crops. He does it in a manner that conveys he is a fourth-generation 
farmer who did indeed grow up in small-town Manitoba. 

It’s Canada Day, and the farmer has taken a break. A week earlier, he 
was stunned to learn a reporter wanted to talk to him about what he did 
before farming. It isn’t like that experience has come up often in daily 
conversations over the past 30 years. 

When he was once a highly touted prospect who 30 years ago became 
the No. 2 pick in the NHL Draft and it is not like that experience comes up 
in daily conversations. 

He uses the next two hours to discuss everything. His rise as a junior 
star. The day he was drafted by the expansion San Jose Sharks in 1991. 
The shoulder injury that changed his career and still limits him today. 
Why he chose to be a farmer instead of a coach, executive or scout, like 
several of his contemporaries. 

He offered advice to Matthew Beniers, the first player drafted by the 
Seattle Kraken, repeating what Brian Lawton and Doug Wilson told him 
as a rookie. 

“The first thing I would do is look around, find a good veteran who has 
been around the league and latch onto them,” the farmer said. “Just take 
in all the information from someone on that team.” 

Pat Falloon grew up in Foxwarren, the tiny rural western Manitoba hamlet 
that is more than three hours from Winnipeg. Asked how many people 
live there, he remarks that it could be around 75 or so people. His is 
something of a familiar tale in the NHL. He was drawn to the local rink at 
an early age and played the game for countless hours over the next 
several years. Getting to the NHL became a serious goal around 11 or 
12. 

When he was 16, Spokane Chiefs GM Bob Strumm and coach Butch 
Goring showed up on the farm. 

“They said we want you to play junior hockey for us,” Falloon said. “The 
other choice was to play junior B, go to high school, get drafted or go to 
university. For me, the quickest route to the NHL was going to the WHL 
… and our family decided I was going to Spokane.” 

In Spokane, Falloon quickly drew the attention of NHL organizations. He 
scored 22 goals and 78 points as a rookie, a team record that still stands. 
His second season saw him explode for 60 goals and 124 points. 
Everything was aligning for Falloon as a top prospect. He won gold with 
Canada’s world junior team even after suffering a knee injury playing 
baseball and guided the Chiefs to their first WHL and Memorial Cup 
titles. 

Scouts were taking notice. Falloon speaks of it today with a certain level 
of humility, giving all the credit to the opportunity he was given and the 
teammates he had in Spokane —which included the “best center in the 
league” Ray Whitney, who scored 1,064 points in 1,330 NHL games. 

“Pat showed you pretty much everything,” said Chuck Grillo, the Sharks’ 
director of player personnel when the club drafted Falloon. “All you had to 
know was the inner workings. He was a farm boy who seemed to be very 
humble. His parents were very humble. We thought we were getting a 
great kid who excelled at everything. I don’t know if he was a great skater 
as much as it was his release was phenomenal. He and Whitney ran 
crazy numbers that year. They were ridiculous. Everybody we brought in 
from the GM on down, they all left saying there are some good players 
(in Spokane). I think we took three or four players out of the franchise.” 

Falloon was part of a controversially famous draft that saw Eric Lindros 
go first to the Quebec Nordiques. Lindros, a Hall of Famer, was the 
consensus No. 1 prospect. So it was a matter of who would go second to 
the Sharks. In consideration along with Falloon were Alexei Kovalev and 
Markus Naslund, plus two future Hall of Famers in Peter Forsberg and 
Scott Niedermayer. 

Grillo has heard it before. How could they not take Forsberg? How could 
they not take Niedermayer? Or why not go after Kovalev and Naslund, 

who had strong careers? Grillo said the Sharks knew about Forsberg and 
Niedermayer. They liked what they saw. They just felt stronger about 
taking Falloon as part of a larger plan that would see them use their two 
second-round picks to take Whitney and defenseman Sandis Ozolinsh. 

“You can always second guess yourself, but I am not going to do that,” 
Grillo said. “I am not giving up on that kid because things did not go as 
well as they did for Kovalev or Forsberg. I see these articles that come 
out where people say, ‘I would have taken this guy but our staff took that 
guy.’ What the guy who says that forgets is that he had a chance to open 
his mouth, but he didn’t.” 

Getting drafted should have been the highlight. But what made that day 
even more memorable was when he was joined in the Sharks 
organization by someone he already knew. 

“Pat was already down at the Sharks draft table after doing interviews 
and photos and such when he looked up into the stands and smiled at 
me,” Whitney recalled. 

It did not hit Falloon until later that he was going to a non-traditional 
market and one of the largest markets in the United States. Both Falloon 
and Whitney described going to the Bay Area as an educational 
experience. They got the treatment that comes with being top prospects 
but it was intensified because they were the top prospects for a new NHL 
team. 

Sharks public relations ushered them around all the local television 
stations. ABC. CBS. NBC. They did them all. One of the highlights was 
when they went to the Oakland Coliseum to watch George Brett when 
the Kansas City Royals played the Oakland A’s. Clearly, this was 
different from life in Spokane. But both Falloon and Whitney said they 
were the furthest thing from stars who got stopped on the street. 

“Nobody knew much about hockey,” Falloon said. “We went on the sports 
channels and we are trying to explain this game in five minutes to a 
sports broadcaster who does not know what offside is. He could not 
pronounce our names or who the coach was. Right away, you’re like, 
‘Holy shit. This is going to be an education.’ We were playing at the Cow 
Palace. It smells like rodeo in there and they are cheering for offside and 
icing. Then, there was the crew of fans that remembers the (California) 
Golden Seals from when they were in Oakland. The fans came out of the 
woodwork and it was a pretty good crowd.” 

Falloon was somewhat on his own that first season with the Sharks as 
Whitney was playing in Germany. Falloon was the youngest player on 
the team. He was actually the ninth-youngest player in the league that 
season, according to Hockey-Reference. But Falloon made an instant 
impression by leading the Sharks with 25 goals, 34 assists and 59 points. 
He finished fourth in Calder Trophy voting behind Pavel Bure, Nicklas 
Lidstrom and Tony Amonte. 

It was only one year, but it appeared the Sharks had a building block with 
Falloon. He was young. He had promise. He was proof that the Sharks’ 
draft strategy was potentially heading in the right direction. Falloon said 
he was confident and went about his business but acknowledges that he 
might not have handled what came with being the young face of a 
franchise to the best of his ability. 

What Falloon wishes he had done differently was how he approached the 
game with his preparation. He wishes he would have been better with his 
diet and training regimen. Falloon said the NHL was different back then. 
Guys would have beers and pizza after a game. They would use camp to 
get in shape whereas today’s players are in a perpetual cycle of 
monitoring their food intake and creating specific workout routines to 
maximize every inch of their bodies. 

“If I look back on that, just those two things in itself, how much better 
could a guy have been?” Falloon said. “I was not the only one. We had 
some guys who were working out hard. I found that out when I went to 
Philly. I watched Roddy Brind’Amour in the weight room for a couple 
days. I was like, ‘Whoa. Whoa. Whoa. What the hell?'” 
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Going into his second season, Falloon was on pace for a 56-point 
campaign. Perhaps he would have liked a bigger jump in production. But 
at least there was consistency. Or that was the case until Jan. 10, 1993, 
when a game against the Ottawa Senators changed his life. Falloon was 
in front of the net when he was hipchecked and landed on his shoulder. 

Falloon said it took three doctors to reset his dislocated right shoulder 
while he laid in a hospital bed. He was given a choice to let it heal, go 
straight into rehab or get surgery. He sought a second opinion and 
elected to receive surgery to repair the damaged cartilage. 

Falloon was never the same. Even to this day, the shoulder still ails him. 

“I never got full range of motion back,” Falloon said. “If you threw a ball 
like we were just playing softball. If there is a ball that is five feet over my 
head and coming with pace, I am scared to jump up and catch it. So that 
started a whole series of rehab and the game was never the same. I was 
good enough to play. Certainly, I am not blaming anything on that. As the 
years have gone by, I have realized that more.” 

Whitney said the shoulder injury changed a lot for Falloon. After all, he 
was their leading scorer. He was earning heavy power-play minutes and 
was trying to build from a strong rookie campaign. 

“If he does not have that surgery, his stats would have a different look,” 
Whitney said. 

Falloon bounced back to score 22 goals and 51 points in his third 
season, but the shoulder limited him. He was someone who wanted to 
play hard but was smart enough to know to stay out of a scrum with a 
heavyweight enforcer. But he was forced to change his game, which he 
felt did not mesh with what was demanded. 

A coaching change marked a sign of change for Falloon. He went from 
thinking he would spend his whole career in San Jose to being a healthy 
scratch. He spoke with his agent who then spoke with Sharks GM Dean 
Lombardi. They decided to find Falloon a new home. He was moved to 
the Philadelphia Flyers in his fifth NHL season. His final three seasons 
saw him traded to the Ottawa Senators, Edmonton Oilers and Pittsburgh 
Penguins. Falloon’s NHL career ended with 575 games, 143 goals and 
322 points in nine seasons. 

He played the next season for Davos HC in Switzerland, then he 
returned to North America awaiting his next step. 

“I went home to the farm and guessed that was the end of my career,” 
Falloon said. “I headed home and started farming and thought if nothing 
comes in the summertime, I would not think much about it. Then, I 
started the business of farming and that was the end of my hockey 
career.” 

Falloon played senior league hockey for a team in Foxwarren for several 
years. He said it was nice to be around the game and enjoy the 
camaraderie he built with his teammates. That much reminded him of the 
NHL. He coached his now-teenage daughter a couple of seasons starting 
when she was 6 years old, but he prefers supporting her from the stands. 
“I thought I knew more than I did,” Falloon quipped. 

Living in Manitoba means he watches nearly every Winnipeg Jets game. 
And he can be a bit of an armchair coach. Those brief moments are 
when he thinks he would like to work in hockey as a scout. But that is as 
far as it goes. He enjoys being back on the farm. He was never 
comfortable in big cities, and large gatherings were never his thing. 

“Patty is a farmer first,” said Whitney, who now works in the NHL’s 
department of player safety and hasn’t talked to Falloon in some time. “… 
I don’t think he had any aspirations to go further in the game of hockey 
as an executive. He had always intended to go back and farm. He is 
doing what he loves.” 

Falloon’s name might not come up often. But he hears the conversations 
about how he was a bust. How the Sharks would have been better going 
in another direction. 

“I am not going to lie to you. There were times in my life when that has 
crossed my mind,” Falloon said. “Was I a bust? Were there things I 
should have done differently? You can’t change anything. … Nobody 
comes up to me and says, ‘Let’s go through your career and what the 
fuck happened?’ I have not had that conversation with anyone. 

“Overall? I wake up in the morning and I am happy and I go on. … I did 
not play 1,000 games and I wish I would have. I didn’t win a Cup and that 
hurts. But what do I have to really complain about?” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL’s Top 10 UFAs remaining: Latest rumours, reports 

 

Luke Fox August 2, 2021, 12:12 PM 

 

A whopping 243 players have scribbled their autograph on contracts 
worth a silly $988,121,625 through the first five days of the NHL’s open 
season on free agents. 

And yet, more than few notable athletes remain without employment for 
the 2021-22 season. 

General managers will need to bargain harder, and jobless players may 
need to lower their asking prices, but there are still gems — or at least 
worthy gambles and depth additions — to be unearthed from 2021’s UFA 
class after the July 28’s frenzy. 

We round up the rumours and assess the value of the free agents who 
are taking a more patient approach this summer (in some cases, that’s 
even by choice) and are still up for grabs in August. 

31-thoughts-podcast  

31 Thoughts Podcast: Recapping free agency with a thought on all 32 
teams 

NHL's Top 10 RFAs of 2021: Latest rumours and reports 

Luke Fox 

1. Tuukka Rask 

Age: 34 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $7 million 

The question isn’t whether Rask — a Vezina-winning, Cup-winning, 
Jennings-winning stud — is deserving of a rich, new short-term contract. 
The question is whether his body is up for one. 

Rask openly pondered 2021 retirement this past season and drew 
criticism in some (unkind) circles for departing the playoff bubble early to 
attend to a family matter. 

He underwent surgery on a torn hip labrum in late July and won’t be 
ready to play until January or February. If and/or when he straps on the 
pads again, Rask only sees it being in Boston. 

"I'm not going to play for anyone else than the Bruins. This is our home," 
Rask said on June 11. 

“At this point of my life and my career, I don't see any reason to go 
anywhere else, especially with the health I'm looking at now and a 
recovery time of five or six months. Hopefully it works out that I recover 
well, and we can talk about contracts when the time is right for that.” 

The Bruins’ crease is already in overhaul mode, with Jaroslav Halak 
(Vancouver) and Dan Vladar (Calgary) moving on. 
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Expect Rask’s situation to simmer on the back burner, as the B’s roll into 
2021-22 with a young, fresh tandem of Linus Ullmark and Jeremy 
Swayman. 

“We needed to be prepared and allow Tuukka all the time he needs to 
get healthy. He just had surgery, spoke to him this morning, doing very 
well,” GM Don Sweeney said after signing Ullmark in free agency. 

“We’ve always left the door open for Tuukka to return. And I think it just 
allows Jeremy to continue to progress at a natural rate but also give him 
the opportunity to be at the NHL level. 

“When you’re trying to be a competitive team, you have to have depth. 
We felt that the last two playoffs, and we came up short. Now we’re trying 
to make sure that we’ve got the most competitive team we can, and 
identify if we have some needs going forward that we may have to have 
some changes as well.” 

2. Kyle Palmieri 

Age: 30 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.65 million 

Rental piece Palmieri’s two goals in 17 regular-season games for the 
Islanders underwhelmed, but he exploded for seven more in the post-
season. 

All reports point to Palmieri staying put on the Island. The belief is that a 
long-term deal has already been agreed to… but GM Lou Lamoriello 
hasn’t announced a thing. (Mike Hoffman, Blake Coleman, Jaden 
Schwartz and Boone Jenner could serve as comparables.) 

Lamoriello must also compensate key RFAs Anthony Beauvillier and 
Adam Pelech this summer, and he may be exploring a Vladimir 
Tarasenko trade as well. Perhaps he doesn’t want agents to know how 
much cap space he has left. 

With Jordan Eberle now a Kraken, New York needs some dependability 
on its wing. 

3. Tomas Tatar 

Age: 30 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2018-19 salary cap hit: $5.3 million 

Of all the UFAs still on the board, none produced more points per game 
in 2021 than Tatar (0.60), who was the Montreal Canadiens’ leading 
scorer as recently as 2019-20. A proven offensive weapon and power-
play threat with positive underlying metrics (58.9 CF%), Tatar already 
has six 20-goal campaigns on his résumé. So why was he healthy 
scratched by two teams in two Stanley Cup Finals? 

After losing Brandon Saad to the market, the Colorado Avalanche are 
one team that should consider adding a scoring punch to its second line. 
Montreal never made Tatar an extension offer. The Seattle Kraken 
reportedly kicked tires here. 

Tatar is believed to be looking for term. Worst case, he may need to 
settle for a one-year, bet-on-himself deal. 

4. Ryan Murray 

Age: 27 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.6 million 

A spotty injury history appears to the be the only barrier between Murray 
and his signature on a job offer. The left-shot defenceman is an excellent 
skater with strong play-driving metrics who could improve the bottom half 
of many a D corps — when healthy. 

The second-overall draft pick in 2012 was groomed in Columbus before 
registering 14 assists in 48 games for the Devils last season. 

The Minnesota Wild and Edmonton Oilers are two teams that should take 
a look, but Murray may have to settle for a modest pay cut. 

5. Casey Cizikas 

Age: 30 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.35 million 

The pivot of the New York Islanders’ crash-and-bang identity line drew a 
healthy amount of interest from the competition, with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Seattle Kraken, Buffalo Sabres and San Jose Sharks all reportedly 
exploring a signing. 

A career-long Islander, Cizikas has apparently shook hands on a multi-
year deal to remain on the Islander. Like Palmieri, we’re still awaiting an 
announcement. 

There is also speculation that Lamoriello will sign sudden UFA Zach 
Parise, whose price should be more modest. 

6. Jason Demers 

Age: 33 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

Right-shot defencemen were scooped up fast and furious on July 28, but 
this former Coyotes blueliner and steady, stay-at-home veteran is still 
available. 

Demers only registered four assists in 2021, but he’s still logging more 
than 17 minutes a night and driving play north despite starting the 
majority of his shifts in the D-zone. 

Another $4.5-million payday is unlikely, but some team will scoop him up. 

7. Marcus Johansson 

Age: 30 

Position: Centre / Wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

A 20-goal, 50-point asset for Washington before concussions and a slew 
of sweater changes derailed his career, the versatile Swede is the type of 
gamble that should be worth a short-term gamble. 

Fans in Boston, New Jersey and Pittsburgh are among those suggesting 
their GM take a flyer on this useful utility forward. 

Johansson scored just six goals and eight assists for the Wild in 2021, 
but he was primarily used in defensive situations. 

8. Nikita Gusev 

Age: 29 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $1 million 

A right shot capable of playing either wing, Gusev made some noise in 
2019-20 when he finally left the KHL, scoring 13 goals and 44 points in 
66 games for a bad Devils squad. 

The Russian's '21 campaign was split between New Jersey and Florida. 
His shooting percentage dropped, and he failed to find his groove in 
either lineup. 
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Gusev is only 29. He should have some game left, and he's garnered 
some interest on the market. Does he give the NHL another shot, or 
return to the KHL? 

9. Travis Zajac 

Age: 36 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $5.75 million 

Like so many other veteran Islanders who are technically unrestricted 
free agents, there is a quiet assumption that bottom-six centreman Zajac 
may have a deal in principle to return to the Eastern Conference finalists. 

At this stage in a career, Zajac should be signing a one-year contract 
near the league minimum. 

Despite seeing his 1,000th game drift in the rear-view mirror, the durable 
Zajac can still play. 

He’ll kill penalties, chip in a bit of offence (20 points in 46 games in 
2021), and remains an excellent faceoff asset, with a career 53.8 per 
cent success rate in the dot. 

10. Sami Vatanen 

Age: 30 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $2 million 

My how Vatanen’s stock has fallen since his days as an emerging 
Anaheim Duck. The right-shot D-man still has some offensive upside and 
could thrive in third-pairing minutes. 

Bouncing from Anaheim to New Jersey to Carolina to New Jersey to 
Dallas over the past four seasons, there is still belief that if Vatanen finds 
the proper fit, he could resurrect his career and celebrate his 500th game 
this upcoming season. 

Righties are tough to come by. 

More notable UFAs still on the market: Eric Staal, Zach Parise, Alex 
Galchenyuk, Bobby Ryan, Tyler Bozak, Jordie Benn, Joe Thornton, 
Devan Dubnyk, Jake Virtanen, James Neal, Zdeno Chara, Erik 
Gudbranson, Erik Gustafsson, Valtteri Filppula, Christina Djoos, Derick 
Brassard, Dominik Kahun, Jimmy Vesey, Ryan Donato, Brian Boyle, 
Henrik Lundqvist, Alex Chiasson, Tyler Ennis, Tobias Rieder, Artem 
Anisimov, Mark Jankowski, Colton Sceviour, Lucas Wallmark, Marcus 
Hogberg, Curtis McElhinney, Riley Sheahan, Ben Hutton 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 08.03.2021 

1219071 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Three-time Olympic medallist Johnston looks to bounce back 

It’s been a challenging 18 months for Canadian forward Rebecca 
Johnston. Last spring, the Sudbury, Ont., native was a surprise omission 
from Canada’s roster ahead of the 2020 Women's World Hockey 
Championship, which was ultimately cancelled because of the pandemic. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

It’s been a challenging 18 months for Canadian forward Rebecca 
Johnston. 

Last spring, the Sudbury, Ont., native was a surprise omission from 
Canada’s roster ahead of the 2020 Women's World Hockey 
Championship, which was ultimately cancelled because of the pandemic. 

A few months later, she injured her Achilles while training. She also had 
to manage the uncertainty of the women’s hockey calendar. 

Now, Johnston is back in Calgary with Canada’s centralization roster for 
a development camp ahead of the rescheduled worlds. There are a 
handful of roster spots up for grabs. Cuts are expected on Thursday, with 
the tournament running later this month in Calgary. 

“I’ve taken it and tried to make it a positive and I’ve come back stronger,” 
Johnston said last week. “I’ve tried to learn from areas I think I can 
improve and get better.” 

Johnston, 31, has enjoyed a decorated international career. The former 
Cornell Big Red star made her debut with the Canadian national team in 
2007 as a teenager. She’s since been a part of several medal-winning 
Canadian teams, including two golds at the Olympics and one trip to the 
top of the podium at worlds. At the last World Championship in 2019, 
Johnston had three goals in seven games in helping Canada to a bronze 
medal. 

Many fans were stunned to see Johnston not named to the 2020 team.  

“Those conversations are always so tough to have,” said Gina Kingsbury, 
the director of Canada’s women’s national team, in May. 

“We have to name 23 players for certain rosters and at that moment in 
time, we felt that we wanted to name 23 other players. Obviously very 
disappointing for her. We had a good conversation and continued those 
conversations.” 

Whenever a player is cut, Kingsbury and the coaching staff try to give 
them feedback.  

“There’s definitely a rationale and things that are being discussed with 
the athlete,” Kingsbury said. “We try not to leave them in the dark and be 
as transparent as possible on areas we think they can improve in, where 
we need them to be, and what we expect.” 

Johnston took initiative and had several conversations with head coach 
Troy Ryan about areas for growth. 

“She took full advantage of that open-door policy,” Kingsbury said. “It’s 
definitely a great sign of ownership and certainly a commitment to 
making some adjustments that were needed so she gets back on track. 
We’re really proud of how she’s responded for sure.” 

Kingsbury is impressed with Johnston’s performance since the injury and 
has noticed other changes. 

“From a performance standpoint, she hasn’t missed a beat,” she said. 
“She’s come back definitely on a mission to raise her game to a whole 
new level. There’s just a different approach with her, I feel. She’s really 
focused on making our group better and we’re really happy with how 
she’s responded.” 

Ryan, about to coach his first major tournament as Canada’s bench 
boss, feels the same way.  

“Often times, it doesn’t matter what happens to you, it’s how you react to 
it,” he said last week. “Rebecca has come back to the program and dealt 
with it to the best of her ability and came back and been a great addition 
to the program for sure. She’s highly skilled, plays the game the right 
way, plays with speed. We’re pretty happy with where she’s at right now 
given all that she’s dealt with.” 

Johnston credits a mindset approach for her reversal of fortunes. 

“I just try to take the positive approach and try to grow as a person and 
player,” Johnston said.  

“Going through last worlds and then then my injury, I really took a step 
back and took a large picture of my life and how I wanted to play this out. 
I really love hockey and have a great passion for it. I love playing for my 
country and I think that work ethic, that passion, that motivation is there.” 
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TSN.CA / Jets need much more from Dubois in second season 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

With the Seattle Kraken expansion draft and the opening of unrestricted 
free agency in the rear-view mirror, we begin a seven-part series 
exploring the most critical questions concerning the Canadian NHL clubs. 

Up first are the Winnipeg Jets, a team that finished 14th in goal 
differential (+18) last season. The organization is by and large running it 
back next season – the team did acquire defencemen Nate Schmidt and 
Brenden Dillon to shore up holes on the blueline, and will need to find 
another goaltender in lieu of Laurent Brossoit’s departure. 

With little roster overhaul, much of the attention will shift towards the 
team’s core to step up next season. At the top of that list is 23-year-old 
centre Pierre-Luc Dubois, a restricted-free-agent-to-be whose 2021-22 
season could have a dramatic effect on how the Jets and general 
manager Kevin Cheveldayoff build the roster for the long term. 

Dubois was acquired in the middle of January from Columbus in 
exchange for forwards Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic. It’s rare we see a 
deal with that much talent in it, but all three – to varying degrees – were 
clamouring for a change of scenery. 

Dubois, if nothing else, gave the Jets a second threat behind the Mark 
Scheifele line. A gifted two-way player, Dubois figured to fit into 
Winnipeg’s system seamlessly. 

But that wasn’t the case. Dubois posted career lows in rate shooting and 
rate scoring, totaling just 20 points (eight goals and 12 assists) in 41 
games with Winnipeg. It wasn’t for the lack of talent around him in this 
case, with promising wing attackers in Nikolaj Ehlers (46 points) and Kyle 
Connor (50 points) attached to his hip for the majority of even-strength 
play. 

This would be of lesser concern if Dubois’ playmaking was opening up 
added scoring opportunities for his teammates. But Dubois’ offensive 
struggles were Winnipeg’s offensive struggles, and the team couldn’t 
generate much offence with Dubois on the ice for most of the year: 

That’s a disconcerting downward trend, but the most important part is last 
season – a season where the opposition was three goals better than 
Dubois’ line, and a considerable shift from his days in Columbus. 

It’s less clear that Dubois was a true passenger on his own line. The 
reality is players like Ehlers and Connor also struggled in various 
combinations. If we look at 2020-21 shot and expected goal differentials 
for this trio and partial out players accordingly, we see middling to subpar 
team-level performance across the board. 

In fact, the only situation in which a player beat break-even in expected 
goals was when Ehlers was away from both Connor and Dubois. Or, said 
another way: when Ehlers was with Scheifele: 

These are hardly poor numbers, but Dubois – who has the look and feel 
of a top-six centre in this league – carries much higher expectations. 
Breaking even against your competition, or worse yet, being outscored 
by your competition, is not a great sign when you are a front office 
considering an expensive long-term contract. 

And it’s not just all about defence. Though the true talent levels in 
Columbus and Winnipeg may be comparable, the teams are polar 
opposites. 

In Winnipeg, Dubois did have access to a number of ultra-skilled 
offensive forwards and perhaps the best goaltender in the league, offset 
by a very young blueline and a bottom-six forward group that routinely 

made defensive-zone miscues. Columbus has trouble scoring most every 
night, but the Blue Jackets' defensive structure – in good years and bad 
years alike – has generally held up. 

For a while, we suspected Dubois was one of the forwards driving that 
defensive goodness, aided by strong pairings (like Seth Jones and Zach 
Werenski). The Blue Jackets routinely had fantastic defensive numbers, 
and Dubois – a strong backchecker with high off-puck IQ – was excellent 
at checking forwards in dangerous scoring areas. 

Last year saw a reversal of that trend. (via HockeyViz) 

If anything has ailed the Jets over the years, it has been breakdowns in 
the defensive zone – an inability to protect the net, and frequent 
turnovers of the puck against pressure. To that end, a player like Dubois 
should be a blessing. He is big enough to check most forwards, intuitive 
enough to read passing angles as they materialize, and agile enough to 
skate the puck out of pressure. 

It’s tempting to write off the defensive numbers as a Winnipeg issue more 
than a Dubois one; even writing off the rest of the Jets roster, neither 
Connor nor Ehlers are strong off the puck, which makes Dubois’ job even 
more challenging. But if Dubois was brought in to add defensive 
competency (and I have every reason to believe that was part of the 
basis of this trade), we didn’t see it in year one. 

That is what makes the Dubois gambit so fascinating for Winnipeg. This 
is an ultra-talented player who had a mystifyingly weak season in 
Manitoba. Under contract for one more season, the Jets do have a bit of 
time to evaluate the player and the organizational fit before making a 
long-term commitment. 

For that commitment to happen, I suspect the Jets are going to need to 
see a lot more from the team’s second-line centre next season. 
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