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Status quo wasn’t going to get it done for Hurricanes. Maybe this massive retooling will.  

By Luke DeCock  

Now that the dust has settled on two cataclysmic weeks of 
player movement that turned over a full third of the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ roster, two conclusions have clearly emerged 
from the madness. 

The Hurricanes still think their core group of young players is 
good enough to win a Stanley Cup. 

They didn’t think the players around them were good enough 
to win a Stanley Cup. 

After three trips through the postseason that saw the 
Hurricanes win four playoff series before being ultimately 
derailed by what were unquestionably better teams, 
combined with the unfortunate but inevitable free-agent 
departure of Dougie Hamilton, it was time for some retooling. 

It’s the hockey equivalent of a 40,000 mile service. Change 
the oil, rotate the tires, give it new brake pads and rotors, 
flush the coolant and leave it parked out back. 

So while the long-term foundation of the team remains intact 
— starting with young stars Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce and Martin Necas — 
almost all of the complementary pieces on the board have 
been shuffled. 

Guys like Warren Foegele, Brock McGinn and Petr Mrazek 
had three kicks at the playoff can, and they all certainly had 
their moments of glory, but were too often ineffective when it 
mattered most. Even as Alex Nedeljkovic saved the 
Hurricanes’ season, the team was clearly never sold on the 
rookie goalie even before his playoff miscues. 

And Hamilton, a dynamic regular-season player who also 
seemed to fade into the wallpaper in the postseason, 
nevertheless would still have been a fit here, just not for the 
$9 million he got from the New Jersey Devils. A tip of the cap 
to Hamilton, who will be missed. 

Not everyone was deemed replaceable: Jordan Martinook 
got a three-year, back-loaded contract to stay, a stabilizing 
move for an otherwise quiet dressing room that will need 
some ballast with the arrival of Tony DeAngelo, who even in 
the most positive light has been somewhat of a loose cannon 
over the course of his career. 

The young stars still get top billing, but they’re surrounded by 
new players who arrive with the very specific mandate to get 

this team further in the postseason than the ones they 
replaced. 

That starts in net, where Aanti Raanta has put up terrific 
numbers when healthy — which hasn’t been all that often. 
Raanta has all the attributes of a No. 1 goalie other than 
durability. It makes sense to partner him with the durable and 
reliable Frederik Andersen, who ironically enough was 
criticized for his playoff shortcomings with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who in turn replaced him with … Mrazek. 

Familiarity and contempt and all that. 

The fourth line was remodeled with Martinook, Derek Stepan 
and Josh Leivo, and there’s still room — and about $4 million 
in cap space after Svechnikov is re-signed, now priority No. 1 
— for another top-nine forward to fill out the group. Stepan’s 
best years may be behind him, but in a limited role his 
smarts and leadership should be valuable to a young team. 
Leivo has done elsewhere what Foegele and McGinn did 
here, but at a fraction of the price. 

Hamilton isn’t replaceable, but the Hurricanes tried to make it 
up in numbers: The polarizing DeAngelo will get yet another 
chance as a right-shot power-play specialist; Ethan Bear is 
only 24 and a useful second-pairing piece; and both Ian Cole 
and Brendan Smith offer the kind of veteran presence the 
Hurricanes have lacked on the back end. 

On paper, that’s a stronger group at the bottom even if it’s 
weaker at the top without Hamilton, but a lack of defensive 
depth has been a key factor in all three of the Hurricanes’ 
playoff exits. 

It’s hard, after winning at least one series in three straight 
postseasons — the preliminary-round win over the Rangers 
still counts, given the Hurricanes’ regular-season struggles 
with that team — to see such sweeping change. In some 
cases, like the departures of Nedeljkovic and Hamilton and 
the arrival of DeAngelo, it’s downright infuriating. 

But there’s a message here: Mere tweaks to this roster 
weren’t enough. Incremental improvement wasn’t going to be 
good enough to beat teams like the Boston Bruins and 
Tampa Bay Lightning in their pomp. More drastic measures 
were required to meet the increasing expectations this group 
faces. More depth. More experience. 

It was time for a change, even if few expected this much of a 
change. Everyone is on the same page now: As far as the 
Hurricanes have come, the status quo wasn’t good enough. 
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Why the Maple Leafs hired Dean Chynoweth as assistant coach: ‘He doesn’t accept the 
status quo’ 

By Joshua Kloke 

Dale Weise was just five days into his time with the WHL’s 
Swift Current Broncos when he got what he calls “the Dean 
Chynoweth experience.” 

Weise was 17 when he was traded to the Broncos and 
believed he was playing well through two games before 
Chynoweth made him a healthy scratch for the next game. 
Normally, assistant coaches put scratches through the paces 
on the ice but it was Chynoweth, the head coach, introducing 
Weise to his brand of hockey. 

“He absolutely bagged me,” said Weise. “That set the tone.” 

Weise believed his skill alone would take him through junior 
hockey. But as he skated the length of the ice again and 
again, he believed Chynoweth, hired on July 12 as assistant 
coach of the Maple Leafs, wanted more from him. 

His suspicions were confirmed after the bag skate as they 
sat together on the bench in the Centennial Civic Centre, and 
Chynoweth told Weise he was the player he had coveted in 
the trade. 

“The way he developed me as a player, he was extremely 
hard on me. He forced me to be better. He made me earn 
everything. That set me up for so many things as I turned 
pro. I could handle adversity and being held accountable,” 
said Weise. 

After 513 NHL games, Weise credits both the accountability 
Chynoweth demanded and his upfront communication for 
getting him there. 

“He’s the most impactful person I’ve had in my whole career 
by far,” said Weise. “I literally owe the world to him.” 

That accountability and communication, along with his 
experience, are what could make Chynoweth a fit for a Leafs 
team trying to take the next step and finally experience 
playoff success. 

“The bug bit him”: Having experience in spades  

Jeff Chynoweth fondly remembers many nights at the dinner 
table with his brother, Dean, and his father, Ed. 

Ed, the longtime president of the WHL, would return from 
work and after hearing about his children’s respective days, 
the two sons would always quiz their father: what happened 
with a highly touted young player? Why did one team have 
success and another didn’t? 

“It was like going to school at night, given the things you 
learn,” said Jeff Chynoweth, now general manager of the 
WHL’s Calgary Hitmen. “We had the best teacher right under 
our roof.” 

Those conversations likely turned Dean on to the idea of 
coaching one day and began providing him with a lifetime of 
experience evident to those around him. Per Maple Leafs 
policy, Chynoweth was not made available to be interviewed 
for this story. 

Jeff believes every trait that others reference in his brother, 
from his strong work ethic to his honest, straightforward 
communication style, was instilled by Ed. 

“Dad would always say ‘You win with class, you lose with 
class,’” said Jeff. “Dean and I have built our career on what 
we learned from our father.” 

Dean took those values into his own game. As a no-
nonsense blueliner, he was a first-round pick of the New 
York Islanders in 1987 and would spend 10 seasons 
bouncing up and down from the Islanders, the Bruins and the 
minors. 

Injuries, including concussions, piled up, and he was forced 
to watch more games than he would have liked from the 
press box. 

It was then that Jeff noticed his brother “following things a 
little closer,” and their conversations veered toward the 
observations he made. Concussions ultimately ended his 
career at 30. But toward the end of his career, he became, in 
Jeff’s estimation, a “student of the game.” 

Longtime NHL centre Butch Goring, who had coached 
Chynoweth for three seasons with the AHL’s Capital District 
Islanders, offered him a spot as an assistant on his bench 
with the IHL’s Utah Grizzlies. 

Dean found it easy to relate to players in the minors. Having 
seen his career as a highly touted high pick not pan out, he’d 
been in their position. More than anything, Jeff believes it 
was the conversations with the young players, unsure of the 
next steps in their careers, which inspired him. 

“The bug bit him,” said Jeff. 

He had a four-season stint with the WHL’s Seattle 
Thunderbirds and began coaching with Canada’s under-18 
and under-20 teams before settling in to help rebuild the 
Broncos as head coach. 

“Word of his character had travelled throughout the WHL,” 
said Broncos assistant coach Dave Hunchak, “and his 
passion for the game.” 

Both men wanted heavy players who could bring a physical 
presence on the ice. Off the ice, Chynoweth only wanted 
players with “high character,” according to Hunchak. 
Chynoweth and Hunchak would need those types of players 
to take on the rebuild, which proved to be one of the more 
important experiences of Chynoweth’s early career. 
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The Broncos were bad — really bad — during Chynoweth’s 
first season. They defended well, perhaps to be expected 
from a team run by a defenceman, but they managed to 
score just 135 goals in 72 games, worst in the league and 19 
below the next team. 

Hunchak watched Chynoweth gain valuable experience in 
the art of staying patient. He thought the head coach, raised 
in a time when continued losses were generally followed by 
tongue-lashings, would treat young players harshly. But 
instead, Chynoweth spoke clearly in his instruction and 
focused on the positives with that sense of patience. 

“He knows what he wants to get done,” said Hunchak, “but 
he senses the group and their ability to communicate” 

After that first season, Swift Current’s winning percentage 
rose in the next three seasons, and Chynoweth’s teams did 
not miss the playoffs. 

“You couldn’t try to pull the wool over his eyes”: No excuses  

Scott Gordon couldn’t help but smile when he answered his 
phone in 2009 and heard it was Chynoweth calling. The two 
men were familiar with each other after Gordon coached 
Chynoweth during his final stint as a player with the IHL’s 
Quebec Rafales. 

After the 2008-09 season with Swift Current, Chynoweth 
wanted to pick Gordon’s brain about coaching in professional 
hockey. Little did he know that Chynoweth was on a shortlist 
of possible assistant coaches Gordon was considering after 
being named head coach of the New York Islanders. 

Gordon wanted an assistant coach to run his defence who 
had played defence professionally, but more importantly, 
possessed “a certain temperament” around his players. 

“He played with some edge. I always found his personality to 
be very even-keeled, but at the same time, you couldn’t try to 
pull the wool over his eyes,” said Gordon. 

Gordon didn’t want a coach who took excuses easily. He 
thought of Chynoweth, whose pro hockey experience had 
run the gamut from being a first-round pick to finishing his 
career in the minors. 

Having been through the wringer in his career was 
something Gordon thought would help Chynoweth behind 
the bench. 

“You weren’t going to bullshit him, in the simplest term,” said 
Gordon. 

It didn’t take long after the phone call for Gordon to welcome 
Chynoweth to the Islanders. 

In his three seasons playing for Chynoweth with the 
Islanders, Matt Moulson saw him emerge as the NHL 
assistant coach Gordon hoped he would become. If a player 
lagged behind in practice, he heard about it from Chynoweth. 
If there were excuses in video sessions, he would shut them 
down. 

“Sometimes you get coaches that maybe will give you the 
easy way out. Dean is definitely not one of those guys. He’ll 
let you know when he thinks you’re not bringing your best. I 
think everyone in the world could use that at some point in 
their career,” said Moulson. “When you get coaches like that, 

you know there’s not going to be an easy day. There’s no 
lollygagging through anything, be it practice or games.” 

And so with Chynoweth, the Leafs appear to have found an 
assistant coach who will demand a certain work ethic that 
suggests management and Sheldon Keefe believe was 
sometimes lacking. 

That could end up benefitting the Leafs, who looked to have 
taken their foot off the gas at some inopportune times last 
season, most notably Game 7 of their first-round series 
against the Montreal Canadiens. 

“When you sit down with a player, sometimes their guard can 
go up,” said Gordon. “There’s so much video now, players 
have the opportunity to watch their mistakes and come up 
with reasons why things happened. If you’re going to sell a 
bill of goods to Dean, he’s going to see through that.” 

“He loved to talk about things”: Being open to a conversation 

After the Islanders fired Chynoweth in 2012 after three 
seasons outside of the playoffs, Chynoweth spent four 
seasons head coaching in the AHL: three seasons with the 
Lake Erie Monsters and one with the San Antonio Rampage. 

Jock Callander, his assistant with Lake Erie, thought 
Chynoweth’s experience was evident. Chynoweth constantly 
wanted to share what he had learned in his coaching career, 
and how his thought process might have changed along the 
way. He didn’t make a decision without consulting those 
around him, and never stopped asking questions and trying 
to garner different opinions. They’d debate the practicality of 
different systems, with Chynoweth always reminding 
Callander he could learn from his mistakes. 

“Some coaches, it’s their decision. But he loved to talk about 
things, and he wasn’t offended if you believed something 
different,” said Callander. 

Callander was surprised by the level of honesty Chynoweth 
took with his players. 

It was an approach, he learned, that worked for Chynoweth 
in New York. 

Defenceman Jack Hillen was one player Chynoweth worked 
with closely during his two seasons in New York. Chynoweth 
was a rarity in that he was a coach Hillen felt he could 
actually open up with. 

“I remember his kids’ names. He worked to build a 
relationship with you. And that’s tough to do in pro hockey 
with so many people coming and going,” said Hillen. 

The result was Hillen feeling far more comfortable going to 
Chynoweth for input on how to better implement his systems. 

“The better relationship you can have, the more honest 
feedback you’ll get in terms of ‘This is where you stand, this 
is your role, this is what you need to work, this is what you’re 
doing well.’ Dean possessed a lot of those qualities,” said 
Hillen. 

On a Leafs team that could feature young defencemen like 
Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren possibly playing their 
first full NHL seasons as well as a variety of new penalty 
killers, that communication style makes sense. 
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“As a young guy coming in, he was able to be patient with 
me for the first little bit,” said Andrew Agozzino, a Senators 
forward who played for Chynoweth in Lake Erie. 

There was far more communication than Agozzino expected 
from Chynoweth as the head coach employed a hands-on 
approach with video and on-ice sessions. 

That ended up helping Agozzino. 

“When you’re younger, you can lose your way a little bit,” 
said Agozzino. 

As the conversations increased, so too did the responsibility 
Chynoweth would dole out, from ice time to different special 
teams responsibilities. 

The coach had learned the best approach with players was 
not just to direct them, but to have discussions and weigh 
player feedback into decision-making. 

“It was a great way to get to know guys,” said Agozzino, “and 
find out what makes them tick.”  

“He doesn’t accept the status quo”: The “Power Kill” 

Chynoweth’s ability to change his approach perhaps 
garnered the most eyeballs with the Carolina Hurricanes. 
After returning to the NHL ahead of the 2018-19 season as 
an assistant tasked with the Hurricanes’ defencemen and 

penalty kill, he eventually helped develop what some have 
dubbed the “power kill.” 

This season, the Hurricanes penalty kill finished third in the 
league by killing off 85.2 percent of opposition power plays. 
The Leafs were 24th in the league at 78.5 percent. 

Chynoweth’s strategy saw the Canes becomes incredibly 
active with their pressure on opponents to break up zone 
entries and strip pucks. 

And though it was something of a high-risk, high-reward 
approach, it translated into scoring chances for the 
Hurricanes. Per Natural Stat Trick, they led the league in 
xGF percentage (25.75 percent) while shorthanded. 

For a Leafs team that might not feature much scoring punch 
outside of the top two lines, finding offensive opportunities 
elsewhere may end up being a boon if Chynoweth can get 
his strategy to work in Toronto. 

Jeff Chynoweth believes his brother Dean will help make 
things work in Toronto. He wasn’t surprised when he saw the 
way the Hurricanes played shorthanded this season nor was 
he surprised, given all his experience, when he was hired by 
the Leafs. 

“He doesn’t accept the status quo,” said Jeff. “He wants to 
learn and get better.”
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About Last Season: Dougie Hamilton Performance Review and Grade 

The Hurricanes had an elite talent in Dougie Hamilton, who 
proved that he was one of the best offensive defensemen in 
the NHL.  

By Matthew Somma 

Dougie Hamilton 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

 Age: 28 

 NHL Seasons: 9 

 Scoring: 10 goals, 32 assists, 42 points in 55 games 

 Average TOI: 22:43 

 Awards: NHL Second All-Star Team 

Well folks, it’s time to talk about Dougie Hamilton’s last 
season with the Carolina Hurricanes. It’s hard to write about 
Dougie and not bring up the fact that he was the best 
offensive defenseman that this team has ever had and a 
legitimate top-10 defender in the entire league. It’s also hard 
to write about Dougie and not bring up the fact that the team 
let him go in free agency, lowballing yet another free agent 
and making the team noticeably weaker in the process. This 
is a recap of this past season, however, so I’ll refrain from 
mentioning it too much.  

Hamilton’s 2019-20 season was cut short due to a broken 
leg, and while he was able to recover in time for the bubble, 
it was clear that he wasn’t able to play at the same level at 
the time. Hamilton was fully recovered at the start of the 
2020-21 campaign, meaning that the Hurricanes were 
getting their top defender back in time for their quest for the 
Stanley Cup.  

Hamilton was already on the top defensive pair as well as 
the top power play unit and had cemented his role as the 
team’s top offensive defenseman prior to the 2020-21 
season. Hamilton proved to be exactly that during the 
season, finishing fourth on the team in points and second on 
the team in assists. Hamilton was stellar on the Hurricanes’ 
power play, which was scoring at the highest rate in the 
league at many points in the season. Whether it was 
Hamilton’s passing, his goal scoring, or his shots always 
finding Vincent Trocheck’s stick, Hamilton was doing it all in 
the offensive zone.  

Being paired up with Jaccob Slavin can make almost any 
defenseman look good, but there was something special 
about the Slavin-Hamilton pairing. Both players were able to 
play to their strengths and feed off of one another, creating a 
top two-way pairing. Hamilton carried the pairing offensively 
and held his own defensively, resulting in a CF% of 58.7. 
When Hamilton was on the ice, the Hurricanes held the 

majority of the shot share and offensive opportunities. He 
finished seventh in scoring across all of the league’s 
defenseman while maintaining solid two-way play.  

Hamilton’s shot has always been a threat, and while he may 
not be able to shoot at the 8.2% rate that he was shooting at 
in the season prior, he still managed to score ten goals while 
shooting a little below his career shooting percentage. Part of 
that isn’t his fault, though. Hamilton’s shots always seemed 
to find Vincent Trocheck’s stick for a deflection, drastically 
boosting his assist totals while lowering his goal totals. A ton 
of Hamilton’s shots were going in the back of the net, it’s just 
that most of them were hitting Trocheck first. They don’t ask 
how, just how many, right? And let’s not forget Hamilton’s 
passing, which has always been an underrated part of his 
skill set. 

A simply gorgeous pass. Hamilton was hailed as a great goal 
scorer when he came here, so I feel that sometimes it’s easy 
for us to forget how good of a passer he is. This season, it 
felt like you could pull from any five-game sample and 
Hamilton would have at least two or three assists.  

Seriously, the guy was a good passer.  

All eyes are on Hamilton when he’s on the ice. The way that 
he mans the blue line in the offensive zone is a sight to 
behold. You simply don’t know what he’s going to do. While 
past defensemen such as Justin Faulk tended to rely on their 
slap shot in order to create offense from the blue line, 
Hamilton was different. Sure, he has a cannon of a shot and 
pinpoint accuracy to boot, but there’s more to his game than 
just his shot.  

He makes passes and is constantly moving in the offensive 
zone, which in turn opens up more offensive opportunities 
and changes the angles for goalies and defenders. Hamilton 
occasionally had two players covering him, which then 
opened up a forward to pass to, which usually resulted in a 
goal. That’s how good Hamilton is. It’s outstanding getting to 
watch Hamilton play in the offensive zone because of how 
good he is at, well, everything. 

On most nights, Hamilton was up against the opponent’s 
toughest matchups. He was facing other teams’ top pairings 
and top-six forwards and still managed to put together an 
impressive season. Hamilton was on pace for a 60+ point 
season in a normal 82-game season, which would have 
surpassed Justin Faulk’s 49-point 2014-15 season as the 
highest-scoring season for a defenseman since the team 
moved to Raleigh. Hamilton’s play cemented him as the 
Hurricanes’ top defenseman even with Slavin being the 
steady two-way presence that he has always been. Hamilton 
looked flat-out unstoppable in the offensive zone, at one 
point going on a franchise record 14-game point streak.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 4, 2021 

 

Hamilton’s performance in the playoffs was a little lackluster 
given the fact that Tampa held him pointless in four out of the 
five games in the second round. He did well against 
Nashville, however, scoring to tie the game late in game six. 
That goal led to Slavin’s series-clinching overtime winner. 
Hamilton’s playoff performance doesn’t discount the fact that 
he was one of the best Hurricanes players this past season. 
The entire team seemed outworked and outmatched by the 
Lightning, so it’s hard to put blame on Hamilton for going 
pointless in four games. Still, even when he wasn’t 
producing, Hamilton was making things happen.  

The two critiques I could give on Hamilton’s play this past 
season are for his defensive lapses and his discipline. 
Hamilton has what I would call “Joni Pitkanen Syndrome” 
where he doesn’t make a ton of mistakes, but when he does, 
they almost always wind up in the back of the net.  

Hamilton’s skating is average and it can get him into trouble 
occasionally on a breakout or a play along the boards. He’ll 
rush to make a pass and end up turning the puck over, which 
will usually result in a goal. Every defenseman has their 
lapses and missed assignments, but Hamilton’s stick out like 
a sore thumb because of the fact that his mistakes usually 
turn into goals against.  

The other issue that I had with Hamilton this past season 
was his discipline, which ties into his defensive lapses. If 
Hamilton gets beat, there’s a good chance that he’s going to 
take a penalty to try and make up for the lost coverage. Your 
top defenseman can’t help your team when he’s sitting in the 
box. Hamilton finished second on the team with 35 penalty 

minutes this past season, behind Andrei Svechnikov’s 44 
PIMs.  

Let’s talk about the elephant in the room. Hamilton signed a 
seven-year contract with an average annual value (AAV) of 
$9 million with the New Jersey Devils in free agency. It might 
be a slight overpayment, but that’s the going rate for top 
pairing defensemen this offseason. That contract might not 
be the best in years six and seven, but if I’m a team that is 
truly in “win now” mode, I’m keeping my number one 
offensive defenseman. I’m not replacing him on the cheap 
with a player that has carried controversy with him wherever 
he’s gone. Hamilton is the better defender and would have 
had a greater impact on the Hurricanes’ success while being 
worth every penny along the way. Dougie Hamilton made 
this team better whenever he was on the ice and it’s going to 
be tough to replace not only his production but also his two-
way play.  

The Hurricanes were at their best when Hamilton was at his 
best over the course of the 2020-21 season, there’s no 
denying that. He was as dynamic as he had been in his 
previous two seasons with the Hurricanes, and while his play 
may not have been able to match the level he reached 
during the 2019-20 campaign, it was still a phenomenal 
season for the Hurricanes blueliner. It will be tough to 
replace Hamilton’s offensive production without sacrificing 
defense in the process, so only time will tell if the Hurricanes 
have made the right call. As of right now, I’m firmly in the 
camp that believes they have made a mistake.
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Bunch of risks: Hurricanes’ puzzling offseason raises questions 

The Hurricanes entered this offseason with the goal of 
improving the team to take the next step to true cup 
contention. It’s hard to argue that they did that.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes entered this offseason with a number of key 
decisions to make. Now, with the draft, and the first several 
days of free agency, come and gone, most of those 
decisions are made. Other than possibly adding a 
top/middle-six winger, next year’s roster is pretty much filled 
out.  

Carolina came out of a season that saw it win its first division 
title since 2006 and fall to the eventual repeat champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the second round, looking to 
improve itself and take that next step towards Stanley Cup 
contention.  

With a little over two months until the start of the season, 
here’s what the Hurricanes have done in terms of the NHL 
roster:  

OUT: Dougie Hamilton, Brock McGinn, Alex Nedeljkovic, 
James Reimer, Petr Mrazek, Jani Hakanpaa, Cedric 
Paquette, Warren Foegele, Jake Bean, Morgan Geekie 

IN: Jordan Martinook (re-signed), Ethan Bear, Ian Cole, Josh 
Leivo, Derek Stepan, Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta, Tony 
DeAngelo, Brendan Smith 

So, is the team better, which was the goal? It’s hard to say 
that now, especially after the risks Carolina took with its two 
most important decisions.  

That’s not to say all of the moves they made were bad. 
Some were fine - even good! Cole is a good addition on a 
one-year deal - a physical, defensively sound, shot-blocking 
defenseman who should be a good piece in the Hurricanes’ 
third pairing.  

Trading a player in a situation where both sides were ready 
to move on in Warren Foegele for a promising young 
defenseman in Ethan Bear was a very smart move. It stings 
to lose a long-time, heart and soul player like McGinn, but 
the deal the Penguins gave him - four years, $2.75 million 
AAV, was one the team was probably fine to pass on.  

Josh Leivo is a low-cost addition to the bottom six. Derek 
Stepan should be a fine fourth-line center. Re-signing Jordan 
Martinook - a leader in the locker room and community - at a 
slight discount was a good move.  

But none of those represented the team’s two most important 
decisions - either-re-signing or replacing Dougie Hamilton, 
and figuring out what to do in net. And, in making those 
decisions, the Hurricanes took some big-time risks - ones 
that make it difficult to call this group better on paper.  

Let’s start with Hamilton. He’s, simply put, one of the very 
best defensemen in the NHL. He just finished fourth in Norris 
Trophy voting and made the NHL’s second All-Star team.  

He’s an elite play driver and power-play producer, and a 
player the Hurricanes arguably couldn’t afford to lose.  

The contract the Devils gave Hamilton is certainly going to 
be a risk as it ages, and would have been for a Hurricanes 
team that will have other players to pay. But, over the course 
of a cup-contention window, teams usually have to give out 
at least one “bad”/risky deal. The Chicago Blackhawks 
certainly knew the long-term contracts for players like Patrick 
Kane, Jonathan Toews, Duncan Keith and Brent Seabrook 
probably wouldn’t age well. Ditto for the Los Angeles Kings 
with Anze Kopitar, Drew Doughty and Jonathan Quick.  

But do those teams, who won multiple cups in their windows, 
regret those deals for a second? Probably not. And, as this 
offseason, and the Arizona Coyotes, have demonstrated, 
you can usually find a way to make a bad contract disappear. 
And, if you were going to give out a “bad” deal that might not 
age well, a team supposedly trying to win now could do 
worse than giving market value to a legit top-pair 
defenseman and one of its best players over the last three 
years.  

The Hurricanes appear to have taken a two-pronged 
approach to replacing Hamilton. Bear will no doubt take on 
some of his minutes in the top four, and could get a look on 
the power play. But the primary power-play replacement is 
the controversial Tony DeAngelo, signed to a one-year, $1 
million contract.  

We’ve already gone over how risky, not to mention immoral, 
it is from an off-ice perspective to bring in a player whose 
track record includes a physical altercation with a teammate 
in New York and a suspension for violating the league’s 
harassment, abuse and diversity policy resulting from a slur 
directed at a teammate. 

But it’s also risky from an on-ice perspective. While it’s true 
that DeAngelo is a year removed from a season that saw him 
post 53 points, including 19 on the power play, in 68 games, 
after playing just six games last season, it’s not a guarantee 
he gets back to that form. And he’s not exactly a defensive 
stalwart (the heat maps at the bottom show offense created 
against his team when he’s on the ice).  

With Hamilton and Jake Bean gone, there’s a ton riding on 
DeAngelo’s ability to be an effective power-play quarterback.  

That’s not the only risk the Hurricanes took, however. They 
made the surprising decision to trade Alex Nedeljkovic, 
coming off a stellar season that saw him nominated for the 
Calder Trophy - to the Detroit Red Wings for Jonathan 
Bernier (who they didn’t sign) and a third-round pick.  

Nedeljkovic then signed a two-year deal with Detroit at a $3 
million AAV. The Hurricanes apparently weren’t willing to pay 
that to a goalie who’d been in their organization for five 
years. He was coming off a stellar run, in which he led the 
league in save percentage and finished with the lowest 
goals-against average, but the sample size (27 career NHL 
starts) was miniscule for goalie standards.  

Don Waddell said the Hurricanes, looking to contend for the 
cup, wanted a veteran goalie, a more proven, safer, option. 
That’s logical, and was a thought process that, while not 
popular, was easy to follow. The next steps they took, 
however? Not so much.  
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Based on recent years, it’s hard to call Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta safer options than Nedeljkovic, or Petr 
Mrazek, for that matter.  

Raanta was great for the Coyotes when healthy, but that was 
just the issue, as he faced a slew of injuries in recent years. 
But the contract he was given - two years, $2 million AAV, 
was reasonable, especially if he was paired with a safer 
partner.  

Well, the Hurricanes didn’t do that. They signed Andersen, 
who, in fairness, from 2013-2019, was an excellent goalie for 
the Ducks and Maples Leafs. But they’re betting big, to the 
tune of a two-year deal with a $4.5 million AAV on a goalie 
whose numbers plummeted as he also faced some injuries 
over the past two seasons.  

Last year, in 23 starts, Andersen posted an .895 save 
percentage and 2.96 goals-against average. The Hurricanes 
are apparently so confident in a bounce back that they were 
comfortable giving him more than either of Nedeljkovic, or 
Mrazek, who was excellent when healthy last season, is 
coming off a much better three-year run than Andersen and, 

ironically, signed with the Maple Leafs, will get with their new 
teams.  

Now, it’s entirely possible pivoting to that tandem proves to 
be a great move for the Hurricanes. Both are not far removed 
from much better performances, and could both do better 
playing behind the likes of Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei.  

But, today, on paper, based on last season alone, it’s hard to 
argue the Hurricanes got better in net.  

It’s hard to argue they got better at all, in fact. Adding 
another top-six forward - which Carolina has plenty of cap 
space to do, even after signing RFA forward Andrei 
Svechnikov, would help a lot.  

But, this was a team that entered the offseason looking to 
get better and take the next step. After letting an elite talent 
like Hamilton walk, and switching to two very high-risk, high-
reward goalies, it takes a pretty big leap of faith to be 
confident this group is better than the one Carolina finished 
the 2020-21 season with.

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/news/top-nhl-restricted-free-agents/c-325641874 

https://www.si.com/hockey/news/have-these-nhl-teams-improved-via-free-agency 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/2/22604800/ethan-bear-carolina-hurricanes-copper-and-blue-edmonton-oilers 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/2/22604784/about-last-season-carolina-hurricanes-jake-gardiner-performance-review-and-grade 
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The Athletic / Q&A: ESPN analyst Rick DiPietro on NHL buyouts, Simone 
Biles, and the story behind his Twitter handle 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Aug 3, 2021  

 

On a midsummer afternoon, far from any arena or radio studio, Rick 
DiPietro was just a father dealing with some broken marine equipment. It 
was a jet-ski that was the problem. 

“Decided to kick the bucket,” he said “It was a mess.” 

They had to tow it to shore to charge the battery. 

“We’re good,” he said with a chuckle. “It’s a family vacation.” 

Work will return soon enough, when the 39-year-old takes another step 
into his second career this fall, as an NHL analyst within ESPN’s new 
talent roster. DiPietro will join Ray Ferraro, Hilary Knight and more than 
20 other experts as the U.S. cable sports monolith embarks on its new 
seven-year deal with the league. 

He has already established his voice in media, working as a morning 
show host with an ESPN station in New York. DiPietro might be better 
known for his first career: As a star prospect taken first overall by the 
New York Islanders in the 2000 NHL Entry Draft. 

Six years later, he signed a 15-year contract worth $67.5 million that 
should have had him in goal as the Islanders returned to prominence. 
Except his story took a detour. It was his body that gave out on him, 
stranding him as he approached what should have been his prime. 

New York bought him out of his deal in 2013 and will continue to pay him 
$1.5 million a year through the 2028-29 season. The move soured him 
on the business, but the sport eventually drew him back. 

DiPietro took time out of his vacation to field questions from The Athletic, 
talking about NHL buyouts, Simone Biles and the story behind his 
unusual Twitter handle. 

(This interview has been edited for length and clarity.) 

How did you end up with @Hdumpty39 as your Twitter handle? 

Ooh, that’s a good one. When Twitter started, it wasn’t something I was 
really interested in becoming too involved with. But I was kind of 
interested to see what other people were saying. I was like, “I’ll make a 
name up.” Me and my wife went back and forth. And I was like, “You 
know, since I’ve been hurt all the time, let’s go with Humpty Dumpty.” I 
break apart, they put me back together. It stuck. My first radio job was 
with Alan Hahn. “Hahn and Humpty” sounded good together, so we kept 
it. 

Do you think you’ll ever change it back to your real name? 

Probably not, naw. I think we’re too far along in the process now to 
change it. 

What would Rick DiPietro, the broadcast veteran, tell Rick DiPietro the 
first overall pick in 2000? 

That’s a great question. I would say, “Be humble.” I would say, “The 
media is your friend.” I would say, “Don’t try to get to the third period of a 
preseason game and blow your knee out.” I would probably give that 
advice. That was what kind of ended it for me. I think the biggest thing for 
me, having the chance to do this job now, is having the interaction with 
fans. In the moment, when you’re an athlete and you’re hurt all the time 
and you have high expectations for yourself, people are critical. But now, 
on the other side of it, I can understand it. 

On July 1, actor Ryan Reynolds promoted a commercial starring Bobby 
Bonilla, who was picking a bit of fun at “Bobby Bonilla Day”: Would you 
ever entertain a pitch like that if you were approached? 

No. I’ve been able to kind of sneak under the radar with that. I’d like to 
keep it that way. 

What role will you have with ESPN as it begins its new partnership with 
the NHL next season? 

I think it’s going to be as a studio analyst. We had a phone call 
yesterday, kind of just touching base, trying to figure everything out. We’ll 
have another meeting leading up to it, and kind of figure out the 
schedules. 

What is your favourite part of being on this side of the player/media 
divide? 

It’s easier on the body. Not nearly as many injuries. I think it’s the 
interaction. One of the coolest parts for me — because I’m a huge sports 
fan — is getting to go to Jets training camp and meeting the coach and 
the general manager and picking their brain. Or when I was doing stuff 
for the Islanders, getting to see some old faces and old coaches and 
players that I played with. The radio is my favourite. It’s more of a longer 
format. You get into a lot of conversations. 

How might your experience on the ice and in the dressing room influence 
the perspective you pass along to your viewers and listeners? 

Quite a bit. I have a six-year-old son now who really likes hockey. I’m 
coaching high school hockey, too. If you name it, I feel like I’ve already 
experienced it. In the moment, that’s not really something you’re thinking 
about. Injuries, concussions. Whatever you want, I’ve probably 
experienced it. 

Why is it that so many goalies still seem to be working as analysts on 
television? 

Part of it is that you get to see the whole game, right? You see it in 
baseball, too. A lot of really good baseball managers were catchers. You 
see it now in the NFL where a lot of the head coaches are starting to get 
more like special teams coaches, because they work with the defence 
and the offence. 

Minnesota bought out two long-term contracts earlier this summer, with 
Zach Parise and Ryan Suter. How might that impact a player mentally? 

It’s tough. It’s not easy. For me, it was devastating. I’ll never forget the 
day I got put on waivers. Hell, I spent the whole plane ride to Buffalo in 
the back of the plane kind of sitting there, crying, not knowing what was 
next. It’s a scary thought, not knowing if I was going to keep playing. I 
always thought that I would be an Islander for life, and that was the only 
team I ever wanted to play on. Once I got bought out, it was, ‘Do I try to 
resuscitate my career and play somewhere else?’ Or, ‘This is it.’ It ended 
up that my body, it was done. I couldn’t do it anymore. There isn’t a day 
that goes by that I don’t think about that day, and what could have been. 
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In 2013, you spoke about depression: What is your reaction to the news 
of Simone Biles in Tokyo, and the level of discourse around mental 
health in elite athletes all these years later? 

My sister-in-law is a doctor who deals with mental health, and she’s really 
into the sports aspect of it. It’s something you take for granted. You 
spend so much time training your body and doing your sports-specific 
stuff, that by the end of it, it was one of the things I struggled with the 
most. It wasn’t even the depression afterward when I was done. It was 
the anxiety leading up to playing games. I think a lot of athletes deal with 
that. I couldn’t even imagine now, to be honest. I see it during the radio, 
with the stuff on Twitter. I couldn’t even imagine being Simone Biles. Men 
and women — professional athletes — it’s a lot of pressure. 

Why do you think we — the sports-consuming public — still seem to 
have trouble showing sympathy to athletes who are open about their 
struggles? 

Money and the fame is a big part of it, for sure. I think people who watch 
sports want to see their favourite athletes compete. I think a lot of them 
say to themselves, ‘If you paid me all that money to play a sport for a 
living, I wouldn’t allow something like that to stop me from doing it.’ But 
it’s not always apples to apples. They’re in a spot now where they can’t 
get away from it. If you choose to be active on social media or check your 
social media … I know, toward the end of my career, there were guys 
who would go check their phones at intermission. There’s nowhere to run 
from it. 

How did you cope with the pressure? 

It was something I struggled with my entire career. I had a chance to 
work with some really good sport psychologists who helped. But it was 
the nervous energy the entire day. It was going over every play in my 
mind. It was not answering my phone. It was being on a schedule where I 
would eat at a certain time, and I would sleep at a certain time. Once the 
puck dropped, it would kind of subside. But it was tough, man. And I think 
a lot of athletes struggle with that. 

What is your relationship like with hockey these days? 

It’s getting better. Just because my son’s playing now, and I’m coaching. 
It wasn’t great for a while. Having my son now enjoy it, and realizing how 
much I love coaching. I had an opportunity to coach a high school team 
here on Long Island, Portledge. Last year was my second year doing it. 
Just to go back and watch kids that age, and how much they enjoy it. 
Even just the little things: Practising a set play off a faceoff, and then to 
see it actually happen in a game. Instantly, I fell back in love with it. 

Do the kids ask you about your career, or are you just Coach Rick? 

Listen, I’m an open book with them. Whatever they need to ask, 
whatever I can do to help, I’m always available. 

Will you coach your son? 

I’m coaching him now. We’ll see how that works. So far, it’s OK. You 
know how they are. You can tell them exactly what they should do, and 
they’ll say, ‘Yeah, OK.’ Then the coach will tell them to do it and they’ll do 
it: ‘Oh, this is great.’ And you’re like, ‘I just told you that.’ 

The Athletic LOADED: 08.04.2021 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown prediction contest results: Did anyone 
have a perfect entry? Would that be enough to win? 

 

By Sean McIndoe Aug 3, 2021  

 

Seven months ago, days before opening night of the 2021 regular 
season, I decided to try something new: A prediction contest, one in 
which readers would make their picks for what would and wouldn’t 
happen during the upcoming season. 

The idea was simple. I’d ask eight questions, all of them relatively 
straightforward. You’d choose how many answers you wanted to give, 
with the option of playing it safe or going aggressive to chase higher 
point totals. But the twist was that even one wrong answer hit you with a 
zero for a question, so you had to be sure. 

The questions were designed to seem easy, but every NHL season 
serves up a few surprises. The easy answers are always so obvious, 
right up until they’re not. So how confident did you feel? 

I’ll admit, I didn’t think the concept all the way through, especially when it 
came to tallying up the results. I’d have to do that by hand, which could 
get tricky. But I figured I’d get a few dozen entries, maybe even over 100 
if people really seemed to like the idea, and that would be manageable. 

Then over 800 of you entered. Whoops. 

Ah well, what’s one more addition to my “overly complicated 
spreadsheet” folder. After digging through the entries, I think I’ve found 
the highest scores, including our winner. Did anyone manage to pull off a 
perfect entry, with points on all eight questions? We’ll get there, but first, 
let’s walk through the questions and how you all did. 

First, a reminder on the rules. The contest consisted of eight questions, 
and entrants had the option of giving anywhere from one to five answers 
to each. You got one point for the first correct answer, two for the second 
(for a total of three), all the way up to five points for the fifth (for a 
maximum of 15 points for a 5-for-5 answer). But even one wrong answer 
hit you with a zero for the entire question. 

The first two questions were straightforward and, as it turned out, the 
easiest ones to run the table on. 

1. Name up to five teams that will definitely make the playoffs this year. 

2. Name up to five teams that will definitely not make the playoffs this 
year. 

I figured that both questions would be harder than they seemed, since 
just about every NHL season sees at least one team that everyone thinks 
will be good bottom out, and at least one that everyone writes off ends up 
making a surprise playoff run. But that didn’t really happen this year. 

Question 1 had a couple of teams to watch out for, as the Blues made a 
few of you nervous, as did the Bruins, but both ended up being safe 
picks. The Flyers didn’t, and they showed up on over 100 entries, along 
with the Stars on almost 50. Those two teams were responsible for most 
of the zeroes on this question, but for the most part, everyone went with 
obvious teams like the Lightning, Avalanche, Golden Knights and Maple 
Leafs, and there were lots of 5-for-5s here. 

Question 2 ended up being even easier. Just about everyone went with 
some mix of the seven teams that had missed the expanded postseason 
in 2020, and all seven missed the playoffs this year too. A handful of you 
took teams like the Wild and Panthers, and there were some nervous 
moments in the first half for anyone who picked the Hawks and Kings, 
but otherwise, this one ended up being close to a freebie. 

The bottom line for the first two questions: If you wanted to be in the 
running to win, you really needed to bank at least 25 of the maximum 30 
points here. 

3. Name up to five coaches that will definitely not be fired or otherwise 
leave their job before the first day of 2021 free agency. 

4. Name up to five GMs that will definitely not be fired or otherwise leave 
their job before the first day of 2021 free agency. 

Your picks had to have been hired after Jan. 1, 2020, but otherwise, you 
had plenty of options to choose from. And a lot of the picks that felt safe 
— Barry Trotz, Steve Yzerman, Jon Cooper, Joe Sakic and even Ron 
Francis all showed up on a ton of entries — did indeed end up being 
easy points. But there were a handful of big names that turned out to be 
entry-killers. 

We had a total of six changes on the coaching side, including David 
Quinn (who was on about 60 entries), Claude Julien (30) and Geoff Ward 
(25). Only two entries in the entire contest included Rick Tocchet, 
although 40 of you had John Tortorella and somehow 20 had Ralph 
Krueger. 
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The GM side was more stable, with only two changes, but both were big 
surprises. Jim Rutherford’s resignation took out 40 entries while Jeff 
Gorton’s late-season firing did the most damage yet, resulting in 135 
entries taking a zero on the question. 

Taken together, Questions 3 and 4 were tougher than the first two, and 
more entrants chose to play it safe by opting for fewer than the maximum 
five answers. But as it turns out, this was another case where you 
needed to bank some big points — at least 10 per question, and 
preferably the full 15 — to stay in the running. Fortune favored the bold 
on the first four questions; if you had the full 60 points in the bank you 
were feeling good while taking a zero anywhere meant you were playing 
for pride the rest of the way. 

Here’s where the contest really got started … 

5. Name up to five goaltenders who will definitely start at least 60 percent 
of their team’s regular-season games this year. 

This one basically boiled down to “Name some goalies who’ll stay 
healthy and keep their job” and it ended up being just about my favorite 
one in the contest. A goalie needed 34 starts to qualify, and with 15 
names hitting that mark, almost half the league’s starters ended up being 
correct answers. That list included some obvious picks, including Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, Connor Hellebuyck, Jacob Markstrom, Jordan Binnington 
and John Gibson. And in fact, more than a few entries featured those 
exact five names, banking 15 points. 

That said, there were also more than a few “obvious” picks that didn’t 
make the cut, and this was the first question where we saw some real 
carnage. Sergei Bobrovsky was responsible for way more zeroes in this 
contest (about 140) than he was on opponent’s scoreboards. Matt 
Murray took out over 100 entries, Carey Price was on the hook for over 
200 and Frederik Andersen topped that with 250. 

But the big name here was Carter Hart, who showed up on over 400 
entries. He was pretty much the perfect illustration of what this contest 
was trying to remind us. Coming into the season, it seemed 
inconceivable that a healthy Hart wouldn’t be the Flyers’ go-to guy. He 
was 22 and had two very good seasons under his belt, and was backed 
up by creaky veteran Brian Elliott. If anything, you’d have bet on Hart to 
be a Vezina candidate before you’d think he’d lose his full-time starter’s 
job. But he did, posting awful numbers, and was going to miss our cutoff 
even before he was shut down due to injury at the end of the season. 
Sometimes, the surest of sure things don’t go the way we’re all 
expecting. 

Question 5 may have ended up being the most important one in the 
contest. There were 10 or 15 points there for the taking, and plenty of 
you did exactly that. But most of you had at least one of Hart, Price or 
Andersen on your entry and took a zero that knocked you out of the 
running. 

6. Name up to five rookies who will definitely finish in the top 10 of Calder 
balloting this year. 

Hoo boy. 

Yeah, this one was a wasteland, thanks to a lackluster season from top 
pick Alexis Lafrenière. He appeared on over 700 entries, one of the 
highest totals of any answer in the contest, and I spent the season 
wondering if he might show up on enough Calder ballots to crack the top 
10 just based on name recognition. He didn’t end up appearing on even 
one. 

That took out just about everyone. And of the entries that didn’t include 
Lafrenière, almost all were because you went conservative and only 
listed one or two names. I’d thought that a few of you might try a 
contrarian strategy where you went with five names but left off the 
obvious one, hoping to bank a massive edge if Lafrenière got hurt or 
struggled, but that didn’t really happen. And it was still a tricky category, 
with Ilya Sorokin also lurking as an entry-ruiner. 

So points were hard to come by here. And somewhat ironically, that 
meant that this question didn’t end up being all that important, since 
almost everyone took a zero and the few who didn’t only picked up a 
handful of points. 

7. Name up to five players who will definitely finish in the top 15 of Hart 
Trophy voting this year. 

The top three were a bit of a gimme, with Connor McDavid finishing as 
the most popular entry in the entire contest with almost 800 appearances 
and Auston Matthews and Nathan MacKinnon also being majority picks; 
they ended up being the award’s three finalists. Leon Draisaitl showed up 
on about 250 ballots, and his eighth-place finish was good enough to 
bank points. 

From there, things got tricky. The big hit here came from Artemi Panarin, 
who had a great season but missed time and his team missed the 
playoffs, costing about 350 entrants a zero. If you dodged him, you still 
had to contend with injured stars Jack Eichel (about 250) and Elias 
Pettersson (200), or popular picks Brayden Point, David Pastrnak and 
Alex Ovechkin. 

If you wanted to contend, you needed points here, ideally from the Big 
Four of McDavid, Matthews, MacKinnon and Draisaitl. If you slipped in a 
fifth correct choice for extra points, all the better, but on a lot of ballots, it 
was that final pick that cost you a zero. 

8. Name up to five players who are currently on an NHL roster that will 
definitely change teams between the start of the season and the end of 
the first day of NHL free agency. 

The wording was key here — a player had to switch teams to qualify, 
which meant that he had to show up on a second roster at some point 
during the contest timeframe. You had until the end of the first day of free 
agency, which was last Wednesday, meaning any unsigned UFAs who 
were still on the market wouldn’t count. (This turns out to be important.) 

Of all the questions, this was the one with the most variety as far as 
answers. It also had the widest spread of strategy, with some of you 
going for the max five names and others playing it safe with one or two. A 
few of you even passed, which didn’t make sense but I respect the 
honesty. 

There did seem to be two main approaches here. The first was the focus 
on players who were showing up in early-season trade rumors. That paid 
off for anyone who listed Patrik Laine, Pierre-Luc Dubois and Jack 
Roslovic, who were traded for each other days into the season. (Shout 
out to Marcus B. and Lauri T., who had just those three on their entries 
and took an early lead in the contest by banking six points. The lead did 
not hold up.) Other names you figured were likely to be traded and that 
eventually paid off included Taylor Hall (the leading choice, with about 
200 entries) and Kyle Palmieri (150) as well as Tyler Johnson (also 
almost 200) and Marc-Andre Fleury (100), although those two made you 
sweat until the day before the contest closed. 

The second strategy involved looking toward the offseason by picking 
players who were assumed to be headed to free agency, or viewed as 
potential expansion bait. That ended up being much more hit and miss. 
Trying to forecast what the Kraken would do ended up being especially 
tricky. Not a single entry listed Mark Giordano. Philipp Grubauer and 
Yanni Gourde each showed up on only one, but almost 100 of you 
figured T.J. Oshie would be on the move. Other common picks that didn’t 
move included Detroit’s Marc Staal and Bobby Ryan, both at around 100 
entries, as well as Derek Stepan, who signed with Carolina a few days 
late for the roughly 80 of you who listed him. 

All in all, this was a tough question with very few perfect scores. The 
sweet spot was to try to bank points on three or four answers; you didn’t 
need the max 15 points here, but you probably needed something. 

And the winner is … 

First, a disclaimer: It turned out to be a huge pain in the neck to sort 
through all these entries, and I did the best I could. I’m pretty sure I came 
out with the right winners, but if you’re completely convinced that your 
score is better than the ones below, let me know and I’ll hook you up with 
a prize. 

OK, first things first: With all of those potential zeroes lurking on names 
like Lafrenière, Panarin and Hart, did anyone actually manage to land a 
perfect entry that scored points on all eight questions? 
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Yes. As best I could tell, there was exactly one entry in the entire contest 
that didn’t have a single incorrect answer. It belonged to Garret E., and 
looked like this: 

1. Playoff teams: Toronto, Tampa Bay, Vegas, Colorado, Boston (15 
points) 

2. Non-playoff teams: Chicago, Ottawa, Detroit, Los Angeles, New 
Jersey (15 points) 

3. Safe coaches: Keefe, Cooper, Bednar, Trotz, Brind’Amour (15 points) 

4. Safe GMs: Yzerman, BriseBois, Lamoriello, Sakic, Francis (15 points) 

5. Goalies: Hellebuyck, Vasilevskiy, Gibson (6 points) 

6. Rookies: Kaprizov (1 point) 

7. Hart trophy: Matthews, McDavid, MacKinnon (6 points) 

8. Players that will switch teams: Hall (1 point) 

Total: 74 points 

As you can see, Garret basically figured out a near-ideal strategy in 
terms of dodging wrong answers. He loaded up on the relatively easy 
first four questions, played it fairly safe when things got tricky on 
Questions 5 and 7 and did the bare minimum on the two most dangerous 
questions, 6 and 8, including being one of few entrants to avoid the 
Lafrenière trap. Add it all up, and there’s not a single miss to be found 
here. Brilliant work. 

Except for one thing. Garret didn’t win. 

While it’s perfect in terms of avoiding mistakes, his entry ends up being 
too conservative. With only 14 points on the back half, he leaves the door 
open for a more aggressive entry to pass him at the finish line. 

And that’s what happened. Garret actually didn’t even land on the 
podium, as he finished behind a handful of entries that banked 75 points 
by going a perfect 5-for-5 on the first five questions before zeroing out 
the last three (a list that includes Bradley J., Uziel S. and Geordie P.) 

But even 75 points wouldn’t have been enough. Let’s have a look at 
Scott D.’s entry. 

1. Playoff teams: Colorado, Vegas, Tampa Bay, Toronto, Carolina (15 
points) 

2. Non-playoff teams: Detroit, Chicago, New Jersey, Los Angeles (10 
points) 

3. Safe coaches: Trotz, Cooper, Keefe, Bednar, Brind’Amour (15 points) 

4. Safe GMs: Lamoriello, Francis, BriseBois, Yzerman, Sakic (15 points) 

5. Goalies: Vasilevskiy, Binnington, Markstrom, Hellebuyck, Blackwood 
(15 points) 

6. Rookies: Kaprizov, Shesterkin, Stützle (6 points) 

7. Hart trophy: Eichel, Marner, Matthews, McDavid, Gaudreau (0 points) 

8. Players that will switch teams: Hall, Palmieri, Johnson, Paquette, Ryan 
(0 points) 

Total: 76 points 

Scott gets off to a near-perfect start over the first four questions, although 
he leaves five points on the board by only going with four teams on 
Question 2. He hits the goalie question out of the park and is one of the 
few entrants to score multiple points on the rookie question. But he whiffs 
on the Hart thanks to Eichel and Johnny Gaudreau, and then he goes all-
in on the final question, with the maximum five names. He banks the first 
four, then has to wait out the first day of free agency to see if Bobby 
Ryan would find a new home. He didn’t, meaning Scott takes a 
heartbreaking zero on the last question. If Ryan had signed, Scott’s 
impressive 76 points would have been a jaw-dropping 91. 

Did that matter? It did, because of this entry from Michael M. 

1. Playoff teams: Colorado, Vegas, Toronto, Tampa Bay, Boston (15 
points) 

2. Non-playoff teams: Detroit, Anaheim, Los Angeles, Chicago, Buffalo 
(15 points) 

3. Safe coaches: Berube, Cassidy, Trotz, Bednar, Cooper (15 points) 

4. Safe GMs: Armstrong, Lamoriello, Yzerman, Holland, Sakic (15 points) 

5. Goalies: Hellebyuck, Jarry, Vasilevskiy, Binnington, Gibson (15 points) 

6. Rookies: Lafrenière, Shesterkin, Kaprizov (0 points) 

7. Hart trophy: McDavid, Draisatl, Mackinnon, Matthews (10 points) 

8. Players that will switch teams: Dubois, Hall, Holtby (6 points) 

Total: 91 points 

Intentional or not, Michael pretty much nails the perfect strategy for this 
year’s contest. He runs the table on the first four questions. He nails the 
max scores on the goalies. He whiffs twice on the rookies, but it’s the one 
question he can afford to miss. He banks 10 points by picking the four 
“easy” Hart candidates and then knows to back off, avoiding everyone 
else. And then he tops it off with a decent score on the final question, 
with six points thanks to Braden Holtby’s jump to the Stars slipping in just 
under the wire. 

It’s not perfection, but it doesn’t need to be. Michael takes the crown, 
winning the grand prize of two signed copies of my book and (probably 
far more importantly) bragging rights until next year’s contest. Michael, 
shoot me an email and we’ll figure out how to get you your prize. 

And while he didn’t win or even come all that close, I feel like Garret 
should get something for being the only perfect entry. Garret, get in touch 
and we’ll hook you up with a consolation prize. 

Thanks to everyone who entered the contest. As a first attempt, I think it 
went about as well as it could have. We’ll be back with a new edition in 
time for next season, perhaps with a few new questions and/or tweaks to 
the rules (and I’m open to suggestions on either front). 

Until then, enjoy your offseason and start trying to figure out what’s 
obviously going to happen next year. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL’s Top 10 UFAs remaining: Latest rumours, reports 

 

Luke Fox 

 

A whopping 243 players have scribbled their autograph on contracts 
worth a silly $988,121,625 through the first five days of the NHL’s open 
season on free agents. 

And yet, more than few notable athletes remain without employment for 
the 2021-22 season. 

General managers will need to bargain harder, and jobless players may 
need to lower their asking prices, but there are still gems — or at least 
worthy gambles and depth additions — to be unearthed from 2021’s UFA 
class after the July 28’s frenzy. 

We round up the rumours and assess the value of the free agents who 
are taking a more patient approach this summer (in some cases, that’s 
even by choice) and are still up for grabs in August. 

NHL's Top 10 RFAs of 2021: Latest rumours and reports 

Luke Fox 

1. Tuukka Rask 

Age: 34 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $7 million 
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The question isn’t whether Rask — a Vezina-winning, Cup-winning, 
Jennings-winning stud — is deserving of a rich, new short-term contract. 
The question is whether his body is up for one. 

Rask openly pondered 2021 retirement this past season and drew 
criticism in some (unkind) circles for departing the playoff bubble early to 
attend to a family matter. 

He underwent surgery on a torn hip labrum in late July and won’t be 
ready to play until January or February. If and/or when he straps on the 
pads again, Rask only sees it being in Boston. 

"I'm not going to play for anyone else than the Bruins. This is our home," 
Rask said on June 11. 

“At this point of my life and my career, I don't see any reason to go 
anywhere else, especially with the health I'm looking at now and a 
recovery time of five or six months. Hopefully it works out that I recover 
well, and we can talk about contracts when the time is right for that.” 

The Bruins’ crease is already in overhaul mode, with Jaroslav Halak 
(Vancouver) and Dan Vladar (Calgary) moving on. 

Expect Rask’s situation to simmer on the back burner, as the B’s roll into 
2021-22 with a young, fresh tandem of Linus Ullmark and Jeremy 
Swayman. 

“We needed to be prepared and allow Tuukka all the time he needs to 
get healthy. He just had surgery, spoke to him this morning, doing very 
well,” GM Don Sweeney said after signing Ullmark in free agency. 

“We’ve always left the door open for Tuukka to return. And I think it just 
allows Jeremy to continue to progress at a natural rate but also give him 
the opportunity to be at the NHL level. 

“When you’re trying to be a competitive team, you have to have depth. 
We felt that the last two playoffs, and we came up short. Now we’re trying 
to make sure that we’ve got the most competitive team we can, and 
identify if we have some needs going forward that we may have to have 
some changes as well.” 

2. Kyle Palmieri 

Age: 30 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.65 million 

Rental piece Palmieri’s two goals in 17 regular-season games for the 
Islanders underwhelmed, but he exploded for seven more in the post-
season. 

All reports point to Palmieri staying put on the Island. The belief is that a 
long-term deal has already been agreed to… but GM Lou Lamoriello 
hasn’t announced a thing. (Mike Hoffman, Blake Coleman, Jaden 
Schwartz and Boone Jenner could serve as comparables.) 

Lamoriello must also compensate key RFAs Anthony Beauvillier and 
Adam Pelech this summer, and he may be exploring a Vladimir 
Tarasenko trade as well. Perhaps he doesn’t want agents to know how 
much cap space he has left. 

With Jordan Eberle now a Kraken, New York needs some dependability 
on its wing. 

3. Tomas Tatar 

Age: 30 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2018-19 salary cap hit: $5.3 million 

Of all the UFAs still on the board, none produced more points per game 
in 2021 than Tatar (0.60), who was the Montreal Canadiens’ leading 
scorer as recently as 2019-20. A proven offensive weapon and power-
play threat with positive underlying metrics (58.9 CF%), Tatar already 
has six 20-goal campaigns on his résumé. So why was he healthy 
scratched by two teams in two Stanley Cup Finals? 

After losing Brandon Saad to the market, the Colorado Avalanche are 
one team that should consider adding a scoring punch to its second line. 
Montreal never made Tatar an extension offer. The Seattle Kraken 
reportedly kicked tires here. 

Tatar is believed to be looking for term. Worst case, he may need to 
settle for a one-year, bet-on-himself deal. 

4. Casey Cizikas 

Age: 30 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.35 million 

The pivot of the New York Islanders’ crash-and-bang identity line drew a 
healthy amount of interest from the competition, with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Seattle Kraken, Buffalo Sabres and San Jose Sharks all reportedly 
exploring a signing. 

A career-long Islander, Cizikas has apparently shook hands on a multi-
year deal to remain on the Islander. Like Palmieri, we’re still awaiting an 
announcement. 

There is also speculation that Lamoriello will sign sudden UFA Zach 
Parise, whose price should be more modest. 

5. Jason Demers 

Age: 33 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

Right-shot defencemen were scooped up fast and furious on July 28, but 
this former Coyotes blueliner and steady, stay-at-home veteran is still 
available. 

Demers only registered four assists in 2021, but he’s still logging more 
than 17 minutes a night and driving play north despite starting the 
majority of his shifts in the D-zone. 

Another $4.5-million payday is unlikely, but some team will scoop him up. 

6. Marcus Johansson 

Age: 30 

Position: Centre / Wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

A 20-goal, 50-point asset for Washington before concussions and a slew 
of sweater changes derailed his career, the versatile Swede is the type of 
gamble that should be worth a short-term gamble. 

Fans in Boston, New Jersey and Pittsburgh are among those suggesting 
their GM take a flyer on this useful utility forward. 

Johansson scored just six goals and eight assists for the Wild in 2021, 
but he was primarily used in defensive situations. 

7. Nikita Gusev 

Age: 29 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $1 million 

A right shot capable of playing either wing, Gusev made some noise in 
2019-20 when he finally left the KHL, scoring 13 goals and 44 points in 
66 games for a bad Devils squad. 

The Russian's '21 campaign was split between New Jersey and Florida. 
His shooting percentage dropped, and he failed to find his groove in 
either lineup. 

Gusev is only 29. He should have some game left, and he's garnered 
some interest on the market. Does he give the NHL another shot, or 
return to the KHL? 

8. Travis Zajac 
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Age: 36 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $5.75 million 

Like so many other veteran Islanders who are technically unrestricted 
free agents, there is a quiet assumption that bottom-six centreman Zajac 
may have a deal in principle to return to the Eastern Conference finalists. 

At this stage in a career, Zajac should be signing a one-year contract 
near the league minimum. 

Despite seeing his 1,000th game drift in the rear-view mirror, the durable 
Zajac can still play. 

He’ll kill penalties, chip in a bit of offence (20 points in 46 games in 
2021), and remains an excellent faceoff asset, with a career 53.8 per 
cent success rate in the dot. 

9. Sami Vatanen 

Age: 30 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $2 million 

My how Vatanen’s stock has fallen since his days as an emerging 
Anaheim Duck. The right-shot D-man still has some offensive upside and 
could thrive in third-pairing minutes. 

Bouncing from Anaheim to New Jersey to Carolina to New Jersey to 
Dallas over the past four seasons, there is still belief that if Vatanen finds 
the proper fit, he could resurrect his career and celebrate his 500th game 
this upcoming season. 

Righties are tough to come by. 

10. Zdeno Chara 

Age: 44 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $795,000 

The oldest and tallest man in the NHL hasn't retired yet, so it remains 
unknown if his career ended in a handshake line against the Boston 
Bruins or if he'll give it another go on a one-year, team-friendly contract. 

“Z is in Slovakia spending time with family. He is working out hard and 
leaving all of his options open. There is no rush on anything with him," 
Chara's agent, Matt Keator, told Pierre LeBrun of The Athletic. 

Last season, Chara didn't sign with the Washington Capitals until about a 
week before training camp. If he's interested, we're certain a few GMs 
will kick tires at a third-pairing leader and excellent penalty killer. 

During Chara's season-ending Zoom call, he was unsure if he’d play a 
24th season. 

“This season didn’t end the way we wanted, but that’s life,” Chara said. 

“You have to move on. As far as myself and my future, I’m probably 
going to take a few days to talk to my family and make decisions after. I 
think that, obviously, it’s not always a decision I can make myself. 
Sometimes there are things in life you have to realize. I have to have 
those conversations with my wife and my children and see where we’re 
going to be in the next two days or weeks. After those conversations, I’ll 
probably let those emotions settle in and see where I’m at.” 

More notable UFAs still on the market: Eric Staal, Zach Parise, Alex 
Galchenyuk, Bobby Ryan, Tyler Bozak, Jordie Benn, Joe Thornton, 
Devan Dubnyk, Jake Virtanen, James Neal, Erik Gudbranson, Erik 
Gustafsson, Valtteri Filppula, Christina Djoos, Derick Brassard, Dominik 
Kahun, Jimmy Vesey, Ryan Donato, Brian Boyle, Henrik Lundqvist, Alex 
Chiasson, Tyler Ennis, Tobias Rieder, Artem Anisimov, Mark Jankowski, 
Colton Sceviour, Lucas Wallmark, Marcus Hogberg, Curtis McElhinney, 
Riley Sheahan, Ben Hutton 
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TSN.CA / Canadian forward Daoust has learned to lean on her 
teammates 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

Mélodie Daoust is normally a cheerful person. The forward for Canada’s 
women’s hockey team is known for having a near-permanent smile on 
her face. 

But after the 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship that was set to 
take place in Halifax and Truro, N.S., was abruptly cancelled this past 
spring due to provincial concerns about COVID-19, Daoust admits it was 
difficult to stay optimistic. 

“I'm not gonna lie, it was a very hard day,” she told TSN. “I think we did 
not expect that. We knew that the pandemic was going well in Halifax. 
So, obviously, it kind of took us by surprise.” 

Daoust is back with the national team for camp in Calgary, with the 
rescheduled world championship set to take place in the city beginning 
on Aug. 20. Canada kicks off the tournament against Finland, with all the 
games live on TSN. 

This is the first time the Canadian team has been back training as a 
group since April. When news of the cancellation broke, the squad was 
already in Halifax preparing for the tournament. Now 28 players are 
training together at WinSport Arena as part of the Olympic centralization 
roster, with five final cuts expected to be announced on Thursday. 

“I think as a group, we face so many challenges. So that was just another 
bump in the road,” Daoust said about the tournament’s initial 
cancellation. “We just wanted to be ready when we were gonna have the 
green light, and here we are back in Calgary. We have trained all 
summer and we're really excited to compete.” 

Adversity is not new for women’s hockey. Last year, the world 
championship was again scheduled to take place in Halifax and Truro 
before its cancellation due to the pandemic. The Canadian women in the 
PWHPA weren’t able to take part in their own leg of the Dream Gap Tour 
until this past May, while their American counterparts were able to hit the 
ice in February. 

Daoust said she has learned to lean on the support of her teammates 
during these various trials. 

“I think we all have our ups and downs,” she said. “I think that's why we 
play a team sport. When we have a down, there's someone else beside 
you that is ready to pick you up…. I think it's really important for us to 
stay optimistic and be ready to face challenges, because challenges are 
going to happen all year.” 

Daoust had more hardships when she missed May’s Dream Gap Tour in 
Calgary after undergoing surgery on her left wrist to help repair an 
ongoing injury. She was originally supposed to have the surgery after the 
world championship in May, but the cancellation meant she had to push it 
up to be ready for camp this summer. 

The native of Valleyfield, Que., is no stranger to difficult times. Four 
months after winning gold in the 2014 Sochi Olympics, she tore her ACL 
and missed most of her season with McGill University. 

She was left off the roster for subsequent world championships and had 
to fight her way back into the mix for the 2018 Olympics. 

“My personality is always to see the good and the bad. My injuries are a 
big part of that,” she said. “Every time I get injured, I need to refocus and 
give myself new goals and new challenges.” 

Daoust seems to relish taking the road less travelled. She is the only 
player on the current roster to have played for a Canadian university, 
spending five years at McGill. 
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Daoust said coaches repeatedly told her that if she wanted to make the 
Canadian Olympic team she needed to play in the NCAA, and she made 
it a goal to prove them wrong. 

“I’ve been to two Olympics and I push myself every day to make sure I 
attain that goal. I had five great years at McGill University. I'm very proud 
to be a Martlet,” she said. 

It was during her time at McGill that Daoust became the youngest player 
on the Canadian team that won gold at the Sochi Games. Now at 29, she 
is a leader on the squad. 

“I went from a fourth liner to what I am today,” she said. “I'm really proud 
that I was able to fill in all those roles because it makes me the person 
and the player I am today. I think now I can help those younger players 
because I've been in their shoes. 

“I think I try to lead by example. I'm not someone that's gonna speak too 
much. But my work ethic will be something that I hope the younger 
[players] are looking after. I think I try to bring lots of lightness in the 
room. I bring my smile.” 

Daoust will be playing in her second world championship after making 
her tournament debut in 2019. After being named the MVP of the 2018 
Olympics, Daoust finished with four assists at the 2019 women’s worlds. 

“I'm not really looking at what I've done in the past,” she said. “Every 
game, I try to be my best, and if that's with a goal or an assist or just 
making plays in the defensive zone, that's what I’ve got to do. I need to 
be a team player and do everything I can to make the team win.” 

It’s that mentality that has Daoust focused on changing the colour of the 
medal at the worlds. The team hasn’t won gold at the event since 2012, 
and two years ago, Canada won bronze, the country’s worst-ever finish 
at a major tournament. 

“I think we're a much different team,” said Daoust. “That 2019 world 
championship has taught us so many things…. I can guarantee you that 
our group is ready to compete. We have a new identity, and really 
looking forward to show the world what Team Canada can do.” 
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