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What does a Frederik Andersen-Antti Raanta goalie tandem bring to the Hurricanes? 

By Sara Civian and Shayna Goldman 

Carolina general manager Don Waddell made a few things 
clear after the Hurricanes traded homegrown Calder finalist 
Alex Nedeljkovic to the Red Wings on July 24. First of all, 
they were seeking more experience when it came to their 
starting goaltender. 

“I think we’re looking more toward the veteran side of things,” 
Waddell told The Athletic at the time. “We’re in a win-now 
mode, and having a veteran goalie makes the most sense for 
our franchise right now. So hopefully that’s the direction we 
end up in.” 

Waddell also mentioned he didn’t want to pay two goalies in 
the “$3.5 to $4 million range,” he’d prefer to pay a proven 
veteran type that sort of money, then “hopefully one on the 
lesser side.” 

So free agency came along, and the Canes ended up with a 
whole new look in net. The Maple Leafs signed Petr Mrazek, 
who started in the majority of the Canes’ three consecutive 
playoff runs, to a three-year contract with a $3.8 million AAV. 
New Jersey signed Jonathan Bernier (the rights to whom and 
a third-round pick were the Nedeljkovic trade return) to a 
two-year contract with a $4.125 million AAV. 

The Hurricanes ended up signing former Toronto goalie 
Frederik Andersen for two years at a $4.5 million AAV and 
former Coyote Antti Raanta to a two-year, $2 million dollar 
AAV. 

An Andersen-Raanta tandem is consistent with the goal to 
pay one goalie north of $3 million and the other $2 million, 
but does it make the Hurricanes a better team than a 
Nedeljkovic-Mrazek tandem would have? 

To answer this question, there are several red flags we must 
address about both goalies — and tons of context we must 
consider. First, a look at the environment Nedeljkovic and 
Mrazek were playing in with the Canes versus how they 
performed. 

Last season at five-on-five, the Hurricanes were one of the 
better shot suppressing teams in the league. Where they 
struggled the most was that net front area, as the heatmap 
below shows in red. 

Nedeljkovic ultimately led Hurricanes goalies in games 
played last season. He went on to save 12.92 more goals 
than expected when factoring in his workload in terms of 
expected goals, which puts a value on every unblocked shot 
attempt turned his way. The netminder was not only one of 
the best rookie goaltenders but ranked high in percentage of 
quality starts and steals as defined by Alan Wells at Raw 
Charge. 

Mrazek performed well in 12 starts when healthy, saving a 
high rate of goals above expected. In the limited sample of 

games he played, he was exposed to a high rate of those 
net-front attempts. James Reimer allowed slightly more goals 
than expected at the end of his Hurricanes’ tenure, despite 
playing behind an above-average defense. 

Carolina’s strength in net has been questioned over the 
years, but Mrazek and Reimer both played some of their best 
hockey with the Hurricanes. The chart below helps depict 
that in terms of rate of goals saved above expected, with 
data point size reflecting ice time. Mrazek is highlighted in 
pink, Reimer in green, and Nedeljkovic in orange. 

The Hurricanes are going into the season with a completely 
new tandem in Andersen and Raanta — raising those same 
questions around their crease. 

Andersen split the net in Anaheim for three seasons before 
becoming the Maple Leafs’ starter. Over the past five 
seasons, he played 268 games for Toronto, earning a .914 
save percentage in all situations and saving about 16 more 
goals than expected. While that’s impressive on the surface, 
how his game trended in recent years is particularly 
important for the Hurricanes. 

In those first few years in Toronto, Andersen played behind a 
below-average defense that consistently left him exposed, 
particularly in the slot areas as the heat maps below show in 
red at five-on-five. 

But despite their defensive shortcomings, he responded with 
strong seasons between the pipes, stopping more than 
expected to help boost the Maple Leafs’ chances while 
playing in 60-plus games per regular season. 

The following season, though, the team and goaltender 
started trending in opposite directions. Andersen was still 
playing behind a below-average defensive team in 2019-20, 
but they made strides from the year before and gave him a 
lot of offensive support. But through his 52 games, he had 
his worst season yet as he stopped just 90.9 percent of the 
shots put on net and allowed 10.3 more goals than expected 
in all situations. 

A knee injury contributed to his 2020-21 struggles and 
contributed to him playing less than half of the games. But, 
once again, Andersen’s game dipped when he did play with 
a career-low .895 save percentage and -11.2 GSAx. And 
that’s in front of the best defense he’s played behind in 
Toronto; the Maple Leafs shot and expected goal generation 
at five-on-five and short-handed actually ranked in the top 10 
in the league this past season. 

But Andersen recognizes the direction his game has trended 
and is looking to bounce back with Carolina. 

“I think last year was a difficult year personally and dealing 
with some injuries, I wasn’t able to play the way I wanted to,” 
Andersen said. “I definitely feel very motivated to get back to 
that level again.” 
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With this signing, the Hurricanes are betting on a resurgence 
from a netminder who showed his abilities in the regular 
season behind a struggling defense before his game started 
trending down. 

Goaltending is tricky to project, and much of it relies on what 
a goaltender has done in recent years. Andersen’s track 
record, especially given the Leafs’ defensive adjustments, is 
concerning. So is the fact that the netminder is 31, and 
players generally decline at this point in their career. 

The Hurricanes have generally been one of the better 
defensive teams in recent years. But, this year’s blue line will 
be different after their early offseason additions and 
subtractions. 

The free-agent goaltenders signed for $4.5 million on 
average, which is closer to that of a tandem goaltender than 
an outright starter. At this point in his career, that’s a safer 
bet than expecting him to return to the starting form that he 
showed years ago. If Carolina’s defense can keep Andersen 
insulated — particularly in the scoring areas right in front of 
the blue paint — while he refines his game, there’s a chance 
the team was right to take the chance on him. 

But, it also puts importance on having balance in net with a 
reliable partner. 

That’s where Raanta comes in. 

While the downward trend in Andersen’s game is highlighted 
in blue in the chart above, for Raanta in purple, it’s the size 
of those data points that stands out. Playing time, or a lack 
thereof, is one of the defining qualities of his career. Injuries 
derailed his time in Arizona when he got his first shot at a 
starting role. There, he played 104 games over the past four 
seasons, saving 92 percent of the all situation shots he faced 
and 28 more goals than expected. 

With any player, context is important — and that can be 
particularly true for a goaltender. Raanta didn’t play behind 
an elite defense with the Coyotes, as the red areas of the 
heat maps below show. 

The Finnish goaltender met the challenge of that workload 
through the years, especially in his first year in Arizona 
where he saved 25 more goals than expected in 47 games 
— a career best in performance and durability.  But in two of 
those four years in Arizona, he was limited to just 12 games 
apiece — testing his ability to get back into a rhythm 
between starts and injuries. 

Despite injuries shortening his recent seasons, Raanta feels 
he can still handle playing a significant workload and playing 
more will allow him to improve on the fly. 

“I feel like every goalie who can play a lot of games, you can 
always improve when you get that next chance quickly. If you 
have a bad game, you just jump right in and keep playing,” 
Raanta said. 

While there isn’t a structured plan for playing time 
distribution, he’s hoping to get playing time and perform at a 

high level. After years of playing behind subpar defenses, 
Carolina should be a change of pace. 

Raanta credited the team’s hard work and “no quit” mentality. 

“When you see the guys who are in front of me and all the D 
there, and obviously even if you have a great defense, you 
still need your forwards to work hard to come back and help 
you in your own zone,” he said. “I think the Hurricanes have 
been that kind of team for a couple years now.” 

The 6-foot tall netminder knows size isn’t his strength, unlike 
his new goaltending partner, Andersen. That’s something the 
team in front of the crease will have to keep in mind, too. His 
game relies on his ability to move in the crease, his flexibility 
and, most importantly, reading plays. 

“You don’t want to be overplaying things, you just want to 
stay calm and wait for the plays to come to you and then 
react. I think that’s kind of what my game’s going to be,” 
Raanta said. 

That’s what he’s going to focus on to help get back to his 
game from a few seasons ago. 

“Hopefully I can bring back that old me from a couple years 
ago,” he said. “I think the last couple years, I’ve been playing 
a little bit differently or at least it feels like that, so hopefully I 
can get that confidence back and trust myself, make the 
saves whenever I need to.” 

Carolina made a safe bet with the Raanta signing because a 
$2 million cap hit is closer to that of a backup than a 
netminder who could evenly rotate with Andersen. But they’ll 
likely need closer to a shared split to find success with this 
tandem. 

Both goaltenders can technically fit the “veteran” role 
Waddell so craved in the regular season, and both have 
promising features that maybe just needed a change of 
scenery. But, given their playoff histories, it’s tough to expect 
this tandem — as it stands — will take this team to the next 
step on paper. The Canes are no doubt relying on bounce-
back seasons from both netminders. 

Raanta started in none of the five career playoff games he’s 
played, allowed eight goals in those five games, and in the 
last two had a 6.00 GAA and a .714 save percentage. Don’t 
judge him too harshly for that because he didn’t get the 
chance to start, and there was much more going on around 
him to cause that than his performance in net — but it still 
needs to be said. Again, he’s played in front of some weak 
defenses and his upside is breathtaking, but this is a risk no 
matter how you spin it. 

There’s risk to the strategy since there are no guarantees 
with either netminder; an injury to Raanta or struggles from 
Andersen could quickly put this team back on the hunt for 
another goalie. But there’s the reward of a cost-effective 
tandem if both can rebound to that level from just a few 
seasons ago. It’ll be a true test of Carolina’s apparent ability 
to squeeze the most out of its players — Andersen and 
Raanta at their best could be one of the strongest 
goaltending duos in the league. But that’s asking a lot.
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NHL offseason by the numbers: Which teams have improved the most (and least)? 

By Dom Luszczyszyn 

Free agency has been open for one week and already things 
have begun to slow down. There are still some intriguing 
players on the board like Tomas Tatar and Kyle Palmieri and 
some big names left to be traded (cough, Jack Eichel, 
cough), but for now we already have a pretty good idea of 
where teams will be at for next season. While there will still 
be more player movement to come, now feels like a good 
time to analyze which teams improved the most based on 
their offseason moves. 

There are other variables that will decide how much better or 
worse a team is next season — team-wide regression, 
differing usage, breakouts, declines, lineups, rookies, luck, 
coaching — but this should still provide a solid framework for 
how much each team has changed on paper. For better or 
worse. 

That’s what we’ll be looking at here as we measure how 
many wins a team added or subtracted from their roster to 
date based on their current lineup, while also paying 
attention to how much salary has been added or subtracted 
(though that figure will only take into account the players who 
were brought in or taken out, nothing else). As usual, value is 
determined using my model, Game Score Value Added. 

Here’s how much each team has changed this offseason, 
from highest value added to most value subtracted. 

1. New Jersey Devils 

Wins Added: 4.3 wins 

Salary Added: $9.9 million 

In: Dougie Hamilton, Jonathan Bernier, Ryan Graves 

Out: Ryan Murray, Will Butcher, Nathan Bastian, Aaron Dell 

The Devils are perennially at or near the top of this list every 
offseason and for each of the last two years, it hasn’t really 
mattered. Last year they were stuck in an extremely difficult 
division so they have some excuse for not improving further, 
but there shouldn’t be one this time around. This time, they 
need to take an actual legitimate step forward. 

When a team pries the best player off the market and spends 
$9 million per year to do so, they better. The Devils added 
Dougie Hamilton, an elite No. 1 defenceman who finished 
fourth in Norris Trophy voting last season, in free agency and 
that’s a big deal. This isn’t like when they added an injured 
P.K. Subban hoping for a bounce-back; Hamilton is at the 
top of his game. New Jersey has long been missing a true 
No. 1 defender and in Hamilton the team finally has it. 
Elsewhere on defence, the team also added Ryan Graves, 
hoping this Ryan actually pans out on the back end unlike 
Ryan Murray the year before. Graves should be an upgrade 
too, but Hamilton is obviously the story here. 

The Devils also upgraded in net with Jonathan Bernier and 
that’s the other major difference from last season: Bernier 
should be the veteran who can steal starts and push 
Mackenzie Blackwood – like they thought Corey Crawford 
would be. Crawford was the main reason the Devils showed 

up so high on this list last year and him retiring instead 
obviously put a wrinkle into things.  

Not this time, as the Devils shored up two big areas of need 
and should be over four wins better while not adding too 
much extra salary, relatively speaking. With a little more 
forward depth, they could be a playoff threat. 

2. Edmonton Oilers 

Wins Added: 3.8 wins 

Salary Added: $8.2 million 

In: Zach Hyman, Warren Foegele, Derek Ryan, Cody Ceci, 
Duncan Keith 

Out: Ethan Bear, Adam Larsson, Caleb Jones, Dmitry 
Kulikov, Jujhar Khaira 

There are a number of people out there who didn’t like what 
the Oilers did this summer, myself included. The 
defenceman musical chairs where they kept Tyson Barrie 
and lost Adam Larsson, traded Caleb Jones for Duncan 
Keith and signed Cody Ceci to a four-year deal while losing 
Ethan Bear all felt misguided. That the team gave Mike 
Smith a two-year deal in the hopes he can repeat last year’s 
magic without any semblance of a strong backup plan also 
isn’t ideal. 

But one area where the team did legitimately improve is up 
front. The team’s top six looks the best it has in decades and 
they have added two strong depth pieces on top of that to 
help out a bottom six that always gets crushed. That’s where 
much of the value is coming from. 

There’s a lot of risks that comes with signing a 29-year-old 
power forward to a seven-year deal, but Zach Hyman is still 
a great player who should fit in perfectly with the Oilers. He’s 
developed into a bonafide top line contributor over the past 
couple of seasons and has a proven track record playing 
next to superstars and making their lives easier. Remember 
Chris Kunitz being the perfect linemate for Sidney Crosby? 
Edmonton is hoping Hyman can be the same for either 
Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl, and I don’t think that’s a 
bad bet. 

Add Warren Foegele to the mix, an elite forechecker who 
resembles early career Hyman well, and the team has a 
strong third line left wing addition. Derek Ryan is a massive 
upgrade over Jujhar Khaira as well. Those three pieces 
together should give the Oilers one of the best forward 
groups in the league … just don’t mind the rest of the team. 

3. Los Angeles Kings 

Wins Added: 3.5 wins 

Salary Added: $12.5 million 

In: Phillip Danault, Viktor Arvidsson, Alex Edler 

Out: Matt Luff 

It was a big money offseason for the Kings, one that signified 
this team is ready to move forward in its rebuild and take the 
next step. I don’t think it’ll be nearly enough to climb out of 
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the basement, but the Kings are definitely a much more 
intriguing team now. 

Los Angeles’ biggest issue was depth last season, at every 
position. They didn’t have much top end talent either, but the 
lack of talent throughout the lineup was also concerning. 
That’s been addressed here, first with a trade for Viktor 
Arvidsson and then with two key signings in Phillip Danault 
and Alex Edler.  

Arvidsson was once a bona fide top line winger and it’s 
possible he can regain that in Los Angeles, especially if he 
slots in next to Anze Kopitar. He grades out as a second-
liner, as does Danault who now gives the team a solid one-
two punch down the middle. That should take some stress 
off Kopitar while also shielding prized prospect Quinton 
Byfield as he makes the jump to the big leagues. Both 
additions add some much needed presence to the top six. 

Edler isn’t what he once was, but he can still play. His poor 
results can mostly be explained by environment and he’ll 
either be a nice complement to Drew Doughty or a decent 
anchor on another pair. He still has some game. 

4. Chicago Blackhawks 

Wins Added: 3.4 wins 

Salary Added: $11.0 million 

In: Marc-Andre Fleury, Jake McCabe, Tyler Johnson, Seth 
Jones, Caleb Jones, Jujhar Khaira 

Out: Pius Suter, Adam Boqvist, Vinnie Hinostroza, Nikita 
Zadorov, David Kampf, Duncan Keith 

Very few teams went as hard this offseason as Chicago who 
made some huge splashes. First, it was the addition of Seth 
Jones who has the potential to be the legitimate No. 1 
defenceman this team has been missing since Duncan 
Keith’s decline. Then, the Blackhawks went out and added 
last year’s Vezina Trophy winner in Marc-Andre Fleury, 
signifying they’re ready to get back into the playoff mix. 

An additional 3.4 wins certainly puts them in the 
conversation. That doesn’t include any potential resurgence 
for Jones who my model notoriously isn’t nearly as fond of as 
others, especially after his last season. What should help 
with that is that the team also went out and got Jake 
McCabe, arguably the best defensive defender available on 
the market. He should be a perfect complement to Jones’ 
games, especially if Chicago lets him run freer than he did in 
Columbus. It’s a brand new top pair, one fans should be very 
excited about. Seth’s brother Caleb adds some further depth 
on defence while Tyler Johnson is hoping to prove he still 
has some offensive flair to show in a bigger role. 

The additions did come at some cost. Adam Boqvist has 
potential to break out elsewhere and make Chicago regret 
the massive deal, but that will hopefully be worth it if Jones is 
as elite as advertised. I’m not quite sure why the team didn’t 
qualify Pius Suter as he was a solid depth piece last season. 

The Blackhawks are better, but whether it’ll be enough to 
make the playoffs remains to be seen. 

5. San Jose Sharks 

Wins Added: 3.2 wins 

Salary Added: $3.3 million 

In: Adin Hill, James Reimer, Nick Bonino, Andrew Cogliano 

Out: Martin Jones 

It may be a bit surprising to see the Sharks this high, but it’s 
mainly because the team seems to have greatly improved its 
goaltending. Martin Jones was obviously not the answer 
anymore and while a tandem featuring Adin Hill and James 
Reimer isn’t great by any means, it’s still a legitimate 
improvement over what the team had. 

The other main facet of the team’s large wins added number 
is Nick Bonino, who remains one of the game’s better bottom 
six pieces. He can drive play well and provide solid depth 
scoring. At the price the Sharks paid, that was a big win and 
he should add some much needed depth to the lineup. 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

Wins Added: 2.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$4.8 million 

In: Conor Garland, Jason Dickinson, Jaroslav Halak, Brad 
Hunt, Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Philip di Giuseppe, Justin 
Dowling, Tucker Poolman, Luke Schenn 

Out: Nate Schmidt, Alex Edler, Braden Holtby, Jalen 
Chatfield, Antoine Roussel, Loui Eriksson, Jay Beagle 

Vancouver’s front office had a tough job to do this summer: 
Get better for next year and clear cap space in order to have 
room for star RFAs Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes. 
Those two paths don’t normally correlate so it is impressive 
that the Canucks were able to add 2.3 wins worth of value 
while shedding nearly $5 million off the books for next 
season. 

Vancouver ditched three awful contracts in Antoine Roussel, 
Loui Eriksson and Jay Beagle and shipped out the inefficient 
Nate Schmidt to make most of that happen. Up front, Conor 
Garland is a seriously good addition who really beefs up the 
top six, while Jason Dickinson is a strong defensive-minded 
third-line center who gives the team some serious depth at 
the position. Add an upgrade in net at a discount and the 
Canucks do look better. 

But that came at a tremendous cost to the team’s future cap, 
kicking the can further down the road for short-term gain – a 
likely gambit to save Jim Benning’s job. Oliver Ekman-
Larsson’s contract, even with salary retained, is one of the 
very worst contracts in hockey. Taking it on was not worth 
getting Garland and clearing the three awful contracts off the 
books (all of which expire next summer). Especially since it 
meant trading ninth overall. Ekman-Larsson’s numbers fell 
off a cliff last year and it’s been a long time since he’s played 
at a top pair level.  

He doesn’t move the needle enough and while the team 
improved overall, the defence looks like it may be one of the 
league’s worst. That the team signed Tucker Poolman to a 
four-year deal is just icing on the cake. It all shows that even 
if the team can clear space, they don’t know how to use it. 

7. Detroit Red Wings 

Wins Added: 2.2 wins 
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Salary Added: $5.8 million 

In: Alex Nedeljkovic, Pius Suter, Nick Leddy, Jordan 
Oesterle, Mitchell Stephens 

Out: Jonathan Bernier, Richard Panik, Dennis Cholowski, 
Luke Glendening, Darren Helm 

One massive addition is driving Detroit’s standing here and 
that’s potential goalie of the future Alex Nedeljkovic. He was 
lights out in 23 games last season and Carolina’s loss is 
Detroit’s gain between the pipes. There isn’t a lot of data to 
go off, but based on what he’s shown to date (and a heavy 
dose of regression) the model is a big fan of Nedeljkovic. 
He’s projected to be a pretty sizeable upgrade over Jonathan 
Bernier. 

The rest isn’t much, but they’re all upgrades to the team’s 
depth. Nick Leddy had a nice bounce-back last season and 
provides a boost to Detroit’s defence, while Pius Suter 
proved in his rookie season he can be a responsible middle-
six center. In addition by subtraction news, losing Luke 
Glendening and Darren Helm also helps. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers 

Wins Added: 1.9 wins 

Salary Added: $3.4 million 

In: Ryan Ellis, Cam Atkinson, Keith Yandle, Martin Jones, 
Rasmus Ristolainen, Nate Thompson 

Out: Jakub Voracek, Shayne Gostisbehere, Philippe Myers, 
Robert Hagg, Nolan Patrick, Brian Elliott 

The Flyers did a lot of retooling this offseason and while the 
overall result points in the right direction, there are varying 
levels of success here.  

First and foremost, acquiring Ryan Ellis was a slam dunk. 
He’s coming off a down year and that may be a bad sign at 
his age, but he’s had a steady career of posting elite results 
next to Roman Josi. He’s the exact help Ivan Provorov needs 
on the top pair and the Flyers didn’t pay much to acquire 
him.  

It was their best move, but they had a couple of other solid 
ones too. Keith Yandle was a solid depth bet considering he 
posted decent numbers in a sheltered role while also adding 
some power play value. He’s basically the new Shayne 
Gostisbehere at one-fifth the cost. Despite his reputation, 
Martin Jones is still probably a better bet for backup over 
Brian Elliott. And while Cam Atkinson isn’t as good as Jakub 
Voracek, the move cleared needed cap space for this year 
while adding a shooting element to the group. 

And then there was the Rasmus Ristolainen trade. I’m still 
not sure why it cost that much to acquire him, but here’s how 
he affects the bottom line: zero wins added, $5.4 million 
salary added. The Flyers would be in the same spot with or 
without him. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Wins Added: 1.1 wins 

Salary Added: -$5.9 million 

In: Petr Mrazek, Michael Bunting, Nick Ritchie, Ondrej Kase, 
David Kampf 

Out: Zach Hyman, Nick Foligno, David Rittich, Frederik 
Andersen, Zach Bogosian 

I didn’t expect to see the Leafs here after losing Hyman who 
the model loves, but then the team went out and signed a 
couple of model breakers while making some OK depth bets. 

Toronto added Petr Mrazek to replace Frederik Andersen 
and he adds more wins at a cheaper price. Mrazek’s 
expected goals saved rate over the last two years is third in 
the league while Andersen’s is 11th worst. The model is a 
big fan of that swap, but Mrazek has only played 52 games 
over that stretch and his goals saved above average 
numbers are, well, only average. He’s likely not as good as 
projected. 

Same goes for Michael Bunting, who went on a shooting 
bender over 21 games, scoring 10 goals. The model 
regresses as much as it can but still views him as a one-win 
player after that. It’s a good bet at the price he went for, but 
another player where the model is overrating the effect. 

10. Winnipeg Jets 

Wins Added: 0.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$0.7 million 

In: Nate Schmidt, Brenden Dillon, Riley Nash 

Out: Laurent Brossoit, Mason Appleton, Mathieu Perreault, 
Trevor Lewis, Derek Forbort, Nate Thompson, Tucker 
Poolman 

The Jets desperately needed to address their defence corps 
and they did so in two key ways. The first was addition by 
subtraction, letting Tucker Poolman and Derek Forbort walk 
in free agency. Then they swung two trades to acquire Nate 
Schmidt and Brenden Dillon, two defencemen with actual 
top-four upside. It’s a big upgrade. 

Losing Mason Appleton, Mathieu Perreault and Laurent 
Brossoit does nullify some of that, though. Appleton is a 
strong third line forechecker, Perreault has always been a 
play-driver and Brossoit was a very capable backup. The 
Jets come out ahead overall, but they now have a couple of 
new holes still left to fill. 

11. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Wins Added: 0.1 wins 

Salary Added: $0.0 million 

In: Jakub Voracek, Adam Boqvist, Jake Bean, Sean Kuraly 

Out: Cam Atkinson, Seth Jones, Michael Del Zotto, Riley 
Nash 

The Blue Jackets made some serious noise at the draft, 
signalling a rebuild is on the way. But, really, the team is 
about as good as it was beforehand without spending 
anything extra. Columbus did a lot and the end result is just a 
different look. 

There were two big trades that inform most of the wins 
added number. Up front, the team got the better forward 
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between Voracek and Atkinson. On defence they may have 
traded the better player, but the difference between Jones 
and Boqvist may not be that wide next season considering 
the age of both players. The model may be very wrong about 
Jones, but for now that’s what it projects. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Wins Added: -0.4 wins 

Salary Added: -$1.2 million 

In: Pavel Buchnevich, Brandon Saad 

Out: Jaden Schwartz, Vince Dunn, Mike Hoffman, Sammy 
Blais 

We’re still waiting on a Vladimir Tarasenko trade that will 
likely push them down this list. For now, they should be 
grateful to only be down minus-0.4 wins considering they’ve 
only added two players and lost four. 

The Pavel Buchnevich trade was a gift though as the team 
essentially added a top line talent (and potential Tarasenko 
replacement) for a fourth-line grinder. That and the addition 
of Brandon Saad more than covers the losses of Jaden 
Schwartz and Mike Hoffman. At forward, the Blues 
upgraded. 

Losing Vince Dunn to the expansion draft does hurt, though, 
and that’s what takes St. Louis into the negatives. Dunn had 
a down season, but he still carries top four potential and will 
be difficult to replace. 

13. Anaheim Ducks 

Wins Added: -0.5 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.2 million 

In: 

Out: Danton Heinen, Haydn Fleury, Andy Welinski 

The Ducks added no one of note (unless you count Greg 
Pateryn) and lost a few low valued depth pieces. Not much 
to see here. 

14. Montreal Canadiens 

Wins Added: -0.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$2.6 million 

In: Mike Hoffman, Mathieu Perreault, David Savard, Cedric 
Paquette 

Out: Phillip Danault, Jon Merrill, Corey Perry, Cale Fleury 

The Canadiens finish in the upper half of this list, but only 
because it doesn’t take into account that the team is also 
losing Tomas Tatar and Shea Weber for next season. With 
Phillip Danault gone that’s two-thirds of the top line and a top 
pairing defenceman which will not be easy to replace. Add 
Corey Perry to that list and it’s a number of major pieces 
from the Cup Final run that are no longer playing for the 
team. 

Montreal’s additions help a little bit, but not quite enough in 
what will be a very tough division. Mike Hoffman can shoot 
the puck, but anything else is a struggle. On this Montreal 
team that has plenty of play-drivers he might do OK, but he’s 

still a frustrating addition. Perreault and David Savard were 
once analytics darling, but don’t currently move the needle 
as much. 

It’s just not enough at all to replace what the team has lost. 

15. Ottawa Senators 

Wins Added: -0.8 wins 

Salary Added: -$5.8 million 

In: Nick Holden, Michael Del Zotto 

Out: Evgenii Dadonov, Ryan Dzingel, Derek Stepan 

The only item of note from Ottawa’s offseason is that the 
Senators effectively cut salary. Evgenii Dadonov just wasn’t 
cutting it with the Senators and was shipped out after one 
season. The team is worse, but not by much. 

16. Washington Capitals 

Wins Added: -1.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$4.3 million 

In:  

Out: Brenden Dillon, Craig Anderson, Michael Raffl 

The Capitals almost lost goaltender Vitek Vanecek through 
the expansion process, but traded back for him to lessen any 
offseason damage. It was mostly a quiet one for Washington, 
but the Capitals did trade Brenden Dillon which accounts for 
much of the value lost here. He should be able to be 
replaced internally which means the team shed some decent 
salary while likely not missing a beat this season. 

17. Boston Bruins 

Wins Added: -0.9 wins 

Salary Added: $6.4 million 

In: Linus Ullmark, Nick Foligno, Erik Haula, Tomas Nosek, 
Derek Forbort 

Out: David Krejci, Nick Ritchie, Jaroslav Halak, Ondrej Kase, 
Jeremy Lauzon, Kevan Miller, Sean Kuraly, Jarred Tinordi 

A lot of changes for Boston, but the biggest is definitely 
David Krejci leaving to play in the Czech Republic. He’s been 
a staple on this team for over a decade and his departure 
leaves a massive hole in the team’s second line center spot 
that I don’t think Charlie Coyle can fill. 

He’s the biggest reason the Bruins lose value this summer 
and the team’s four new skater additions don’t really fill the 
void. Nick Foligno might be washed, Erik Haula and Tomas 
Nosek don’t move the needle and Derek Forbort is just a 
warm body for the backend.  

It would look a lot worse too if Tuukka Rask was included. 
There’s no certainty in that situation, but the fact the team 
signed Linus Ullmark feels pretty telling. That’s a likely 
downgrade and if accounting for Rask leaving, the Bruins fall 
comfortably into the bottom 10 of this list. 

18. Dallas Stars 

Wins Added: -0.9 wins 
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Salary Added: $2.5 million 

In: Ryan Suter, Braden Holtby, Michael Raffl, Jani 
Hakanpaa, Luke Glendening 

Out: Jamie Oleksiak, Jason Dickinson, Mark Pysyk, Andrew 
Cogliano, Justin Dowling 

A lot more changes than meets the eye and overall the Stars 
are a little bit worse off. 

Ryan Suter should replace Jamie Oleksiak fine in the top 
four, but that is far from true of Luke Glendening for Jason 
Dickinson. The latter is a very strong defensive-minded 
center who actually gets results worthy of the role while the 
former wins a lot of faceoffs and gets badly out-chanced on 
the regular. 

Those two swaps are the difference here, though the team 
did also add Braden Holtby which I found odd and 
interesting. Dallas already had NHL-calibre goalies on the 
roster, plus Ben Bishop on injured reserve. Holtby’s addition 
may signify Bishop’s health is still in question, but if he’s 
healthy what happens? And is Jake Oettinger just supposed 
to go back to the AHL now? It all seemed so strange. 

19. Florida Panthers 

Wins Added: -1.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$14.4 million 

In: Sam Reinhart 

Out: Chris Driedger, Keith Yandle, Alex Wennberg, Anton 
Stralman 

Three key players leaving, but one big upgrade should make 
it all worthwhile in Florida – especially as the other two can 
be replaced from within. 

Florida passed on Alex Wennberg’s exorbitant contract in 
free agency after a shooting percentage tinged season and 
in turn traded for a much more effective option. Sam 
Reinhart has long been a legitimate top six talent and came 
into his own last year when switched to center. He’s the fit 
this team has been looking for behind Aleksander Barkov for 
a long while. 

The model likes Chris Driedger and Yandle a fair bit which is 
why there’s a pretty big win discrepancy, but Spencer Knight 
should replace Driedger fine while Yandle’s main value 
comes from the power play where the team is in good hands 
with Aaron Ekblad or MacKenzie Weegar. In other words, 
Florida should be a better team next year. Losing Anton 
Stralman also does help with that. 

20. Calgary Flames 

Wins Added: -1.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$1.3 million 

In: Blake Coleman, Tyler Pitlick, Nikita Zadorov, Andy 
Welinski, Trevor Lewis 

Out: Mark Giordano, Derek Ryan, Josh Leivo, Dominik 
Simon 

Blake Coleman was a great add for Calgary, a power forward 
with the ability to play in the top six. But the Flames aren’t a 

better team after this offseason because they haven’t been 
able to replace what they lost in expansion: captain Mark 
Giordano. That’s a huge hole to fill on the blue line and Nikita 
Zadorov isn’t the guy to fill it. Giordano was still a No. 1 
calibre defenceman last year creating a void on the team’s 
blue line. Coleman makes the Flames better up front, but it’s 
not to cover up that loss. 

21. New York Islanders 

Wins Added: -1.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$9.6 million 

In: Richard Panik 

Out: Jordan Eberle, Nick Leddy 

The Islanders have been extremely quiet so far, with not a 
peep coming out of their front office about some of their free 
agents that needed to be signed or even rumoured additions 
like Zach Parise. Things could look a lot different by the time 
everything gets announced, but for now the team is slightly 
worse (but much more cap flexible) thanks to losing Jordan 
Eberle to expansion and trading away Nick Leddy. Eberle is 
the big loss as he’s still a capable second line calibre winger, 
but that could be alleviated by resigning Palmieri and adding 
Parise. Either way, the Islanders offseason is obviously 
incomplete so it’s tough to fully judge. 

22. Vegas Golden Knights 

Wins Added: -1.9 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.7 million 

In: Evgenii Dadonov, Laurent Brossoit, Nolan Patrick, Brett 
Howden 

Out: Marc-Andre Fleury, Nick Holden, Tomas Nosek, Cody 
Glass, Ryan Reaves 

After several seasons of offseason improvement Vegas took 
a step back this summer in order to cut costs. That meant 
trading Marc-Andre Fleury, the mistreated face of the 
franchise who just won the Vezina Trophy. For nothing but 
cap space. 

Considering the team’s tight financials, it felt like a necessary 
evil to alleviate the cap crunch, but to see that space used on 
Evgenii Dadonov felt like a slap in the face. He’s a hugely 
declining asset that’s not worth his current deal. He gives the 
team some forward depth down the wing, but that doesn’t 
come close to replacing the value Fleury Brough to the 
team.  

In the end, the Golden Knights lost nearly two wins of value 
in the process, but only saved $3.7 million. That’s not good 
enough. 

23. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Wins Added: -2.5 wins 

Salary Added: -$21.0 million 

In: Corey Perry, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Zach Bogosian, 
Brian Elliott 
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Out: Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman, Tyler Johnson, Barclay 
Goodrow, David Savard, Cedric Paquette, Luke Schenn, 
Mitchell Stephens 

We all knew it would be a painful summer for the defending 
back-to-back Stanley Cup champions as they would need to 
shed a lot of money.  

Gone is the entire second line from the Cup wins, Yanni 
Gourde to expansion and Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow to free agency. The latter two’s new salaries just 
weren’t something Tampa Bay could afford. The same 
applies for David Savard. All that still wasn’t enough and the 
Lightning also had to trade Tyler Johnson, with a sweetener 
to make it happen. 

The end result is $21 million less in 2021-22 dollars, the 
most of any team. Despite that, the team didn’t end up losing 
all that much value given the circumstances. Eight other 
teams did worse and didn’t save nearly as much. Even with 
all the turnover, the Lightning should remain an elite team 
next season. 

24. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Wins Added: -2.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$6.3 million 

In: Danton Heinen, Brock McGinn, Dominik Simon 

Out: Jared McCann, Brandon Tanev, Frederick Gaudreau, 
Cody Ceci 

Pittsburgh’s biggest loss was in the expansion draft where 
the Penguins were basically the only team that had two 
quality players pried away. The Penguins couldn’t protect 
both Jared McCann and Brandon Tanev, so they traded one 
away and let Seattle take the other. 

It was a cap-clearing move, and in the case of Tanev a savvy 
one given his contract, but it made the team a lot worse in 
the short term. Tanev is a quality third-line winger and 
McCann showed last year he was a legitimate top six calibre 
player. Frederick Gaudreau was a very cheap internal option 
that could’ve helped alleviate those losses, but he also left in 
free agency. 

The incoming players aren’t very exciting with none of the 
three forwards moving the needle much. All three grade out 
as fourth line calibre. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Wins Added: -3.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$2.9 million 

In: Will Butcher, Mark Pysyk, Vinnie Hinostroza, Robert 
Hagg, John Hayden, Craig Anderson, Aaron Dell 

Out: Sam Reinhart, Linus Ullmark, Jake McCabe, William 
Borgen, Rasmus Ristolainen 

The Sabres are a worse team true talent-wise than they were 
to end the season and that doesn’t even include the 
impending Eichel trade that will only drop their wins added 
further down. This team has limited short term hope so 
getting worse is the right play here as the rebuild starts over. 
Buffalo earned some amazing draft capital in the Ristolainen 

and Reinhart deals, though losing Linus Ullmark for nothing 
does hurt. 

26. Minnesota Wild 

Wins Added: -2.5 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.6 million 

In: Frederick Gaudreau, Alex Goligoski, Jon Merrill, Dmitry 
Kulikov 

Out: Ryan Suter, Carson Soucy, Nick Bonino, Brad Hunt, Ian 
Cole 

It was a shock to see Ryan Suter bought out by Minnesota 
(salary added is based on his new deal’s price tag). The Wild 
needed the space and it figured they would do it to Parise 
(not accounted for above), but Suter still had game. That’s a 
tough spot to fill in the top four, especially as the natural 
internal replacement, Carson Soucy, was drafted by Seattle. 
Those are two big losses and suddenly Minnesota’s blue line 
isn’t that deep. Bonino is an underrated loss on top of that. 

The players Minnesota acquired are solid, but none can 
replace what was lost. Alex Goligoski has potential to fill 
Suter’s shoes, but it’s a tough gamble. And while Jon Merrill 
and Dmitry Kulikov should make a cromulent bottom pair, 
neither are on Soucy’s level. The Wild surprised everyone 
last season, but they look likely to take a step back in 2021-
22. 

27. New York Rangers 

Wins Added: -3.6 wins 

Salary Added: $1.1 million 

In: Barclay Goodrow, Dryden Hunt, Sammy Blais, Patrik 
Nemeth, Ryan Reaves, Jarred Tinordi 

Out: Pavel Buchnevich, Tony DeAngelo, Colin Blackwell, 
Philipp di Giuseppe, Brendan Smith, Brett Howden 

No team had a more baffling offseason as the front office 
seems to have gone all-in on the tougher to play against 
mandate. The Rangers spent an extra $1.1 million to be 
nearly four wins worse. Not a single player brought in is a 
significant needle mover and that includes Barclay Goodrow 
who will look much worse when not playing next to Gourde 
and Coleman. Ryan Reaves, at this stage of his career, hurts 
much more than he helps while neither Sammy Blais nor 
Patrik Nemeth offers much value above replacement.  

It’s a whole pile of nothing but toughness. It has a place, but 
the Rangers should prefer players who are actually good on 
top of being in tough, like Wilson, to solve their Wilson 
problem. They overpaid to curb a hyper-fixation on one 
player and arguably set the team back to do it.  

The Rangers should still be in the playoff mix after this, they 
had a strong base to begin with, but they didn’t make things 
any easier for themselves trading away Pavel Buchnevich. 
That’s a legitimate top line forward traded for a low pick and 
someone who hits. Great work. 

28. Nashville Predators 

Wins Added: -4.0 wins 
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Salary Added: -$10.3 million 

In: David Rittich, Philippe Myers, Cody Glass, Matt Luff 

Out: Ryan Ellis, Viktor Arvidsson, Calle Jarnkrok, Erik Haula, 
Pekka Rinne 

The rebuild is officially on with the team trading away Ryan 
Ellis and Viktor Arvidsson, though the package for the former 
was thoroughly underwhelming. Philippe Myers and Cody 
Glass don’t look like they’ll be impact NHLers given their 
current trajectory leaving Nashville with not much to show for 
a top pair defenceman. Given the market for those this 
summer, it felt like a huge misstep.  

Losing Calle Jarnkrok to expansion also hurts the team’s 
bottom line and barring some major bounce-backs for key 
forwards, Nashville looks a lot worse than it did a couple 
months ago in the playoffs. It’ll be difficult to get back there 
now. 

29. Colorado Avalanche 

Wins Added: -4.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$13.6 million 

In: Darcy Kuemper, Ryan Murray, Darren Helm, Kurtis 
MacDermid 

Out: Philipp Grubauer, Joonas Donskoi, Brandon Saad, 
Ryan Graves, Conor Timmins, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, 
Patrik Nemeth 

The Avalanche had some gigantic contracts to sign this 
summer and paid the price to fit those pieces in. Losing 
starting goaltender Philipp Grubauer is the biggest loss for 
the team by far, but the next five players were also important 
contributors too. Joonas Donskoi and Brandon Saad were 
excellent in the middle six, Ryan Graves was mostly great in 
a top four role, Conor Timmins is coming into his own and 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare is a strong fourth-line defensive 
center. It’ll be very tough to replace all of that and it’s why 
Colorado has a huge win offseason deficit. 

Two of the players, Darren Helm and Kurtis MacDermid, 
really obfuscate things because they carry huge negative 
value, but the other two do help. Darcy Kuemper is no 
Grubauer, but when healthy has had some strong numbers 
for the Coyotes. Same goes for Ryan Murray, although his 
play did dip from his Columbus days. There’s no one to 
replace the two forwards lost and that’s the biggest issue, but 
Colorado is obviously hoping that can be done from within. 

30. Carolina Hurricanes 

Wins Added: -6.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$12.1 million 

In: Tony DeAngelo, Antti Raanta, Ian Cole, Josh Leivo, 
Ethan Bear, Derek Stepan, Frederik Andersen, Jalen 
Chatfield, Brendan Smith 

Out: Dougie Hamilton, Petr Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic, James 
Reimer, Warren Foegele, Brock McGinn, Morgan Geekie, 
Jani Hakanpaa, Jake Bean 

A terrible offseason showing both on and off the ice. I 
previously defended Carolina for not being as cheap as its 
reputation, but the major offseason moves reek of frugality.  

Carolina had a Norris-level defenceman on its team in 
Dougie Hamilton, and let him walk to a division rival despite 
a more than reasonable contract signed. The team is betting 
Tony DeAngelo can help fill that void and while that 
technically may be true on the power play, it very much was 
not worth the off-ice cost given how problematic DeAngelo 
has been for much of his career. 

In net, the Hurricanes had a three-headed beast all season 
and now have none of the above (and it’s worth noting the 
value lost there is inflated from using all three goalies on 
their new teams). I can see the argument for moving on from 
Mrazek and Reimer, but the Nedeljkovic trade was off-
putting. That’s now even more true considering the team’s 
goaltending tandem replacement of Frederik Andersen and 
Antti Raanta looks far worse for only $300,000 in savings. 

The rest doesn’t matter too much, but those two decisions 
make Carolina look a lot worse going into next season. 
Cheaper, but worse. The front office, which deserves the 
benefit of the doubt, is betting the effect won’t be nearly as 
much as advertised. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Wins Added: -8.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.4 million 

In: Shayne Gostisbehere, Ryan Dzingel, Conor Timmins, 
Antoine Roussel, Loui Eriksson, Anton Stralman, Jay Beagle 

Out: Conor Garland, Darcy Kuemper, Michael Bunting, Adin 
Hill, Antti Raanta, Alex Goligoski, Dryden Hunt, Niklas 
Hjalmarsson, Jordan Oesterle, Oliver Ekman-Larsson, John 
Hayden 

In terms of greatest tank battles, the Coyotes are definitely in 
the lead after their offseason. They shipped every goalie out, 
their best forward, and lost several other key pieces including 
most of their blue line. Aside from Shayne Gostsibehere 
(who should receive new life in Arizona), no one Arizona 
brought in really moves the needle either.  

In return, Arizona took in a hefty pile of draft capital, but also 
the knowledge that this new rebuild can start on the right 
note with a very high draft choice. After the offseason they 
had, the Coyotes look like they’ll be in the running for worst 
team in the NHL.
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Time will tell if new-look Hurricanes will succeed 

Carolina avoided long and pricey contracts in free agency, 
instead hoping short-term bets will pay off 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes’ 2021 offseason will likely be judged more by 
how the players who left perform with their new teams over 
how Carolina’s new additions contribute. 

The losses of Dougie Hamilton and Jake Bean on defense, 
Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele up front, and drafted-
and-developed Alex Nedeljkovic and veteran Petr Mrazek in 
net highlight an overhaul of the roster that is sure to be 
debated for years to come. 

But the Hurricanes didn’t come away from a crazy week 
empty-handed either. 

Goaltending 

Who’s in: Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta, Alex Lyon 

Who’s out: Petr Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic, James Reimer 

What it means: The combined NHL cap hits for the team’s 
three new goalies is nearly identical to last year’s trio ($7.265 
million last year compared to $7.25 million this year), so the 
narrative that Carolina was “too cheap” to sign Nedeljkovic 
doesn’t really fly. 

The fact is, the Hurricanes are convinced that Nedeljkovic’s 
stellar 2020-21 campaign was an anomaly and that his 
performance going forward will more closely resemble the 
.904 save percentage he had in four AHL seasons. 

The team also knew what it had in both Mrazek and Reimer 
— the first a streaky goalie who has struggled with injuries in 
recent seasons and the other a veteran backup who fell to 
No. 3 on Carolina’s depth chart. 

That said, the Hurricanes can’t be positive what they’re going 
to get out of their new group. 

Andersen — who was drafted by Carolina in seventh round 
in 2010 but never signed — has the highest ceiling of all six 
goalies. Since coming into the league in 2013-14, Andersen 
has won more games than all but four other goalies, and he’s 
has twice received votes for the Vezina Trophy. The flip side 
is Andersen lost his starting job to Jack Campbell in Toronto 
and had seemingly never regained the trust of Maple Leafs 
fans after the team’s 2018 first-round collapse in Game 7 
against the Bruins. 

As for Raanta, he has battled injuries in recent years but 
proven he can carry a team when healthy. When he’s on, 
Raanta is undeniably one of the top goaltending talents in 
hockey. If injuries strike again, Lyon is not as good of an 

option as Reimer but comes cheap and has served in a 
similar role with Philadelphia for the past four seasons. 

Defense 

Who’s in: Ethan Bear, Ian Cole, Tony DeAngelo, Brendan 
Smith 

Who’s out: Jake Bean, Jani Hakanpaa, Dougie Hamilton 

What it means: Hamilton’s play throughout his seven-year, 
$63 million contract with New Jersey will determine whether 
or not Carolina made the right move in letting one of the 
game’s top right-handed defensemen leave. Like Nedeljkovic 
in net, the Hurricanes dealt away a player they had invested 
in with Bean, sending him to Columbus. Hakanpaa brought 
physicality to the team’s bottom pairing as a trade deadline 
acquisition. 

Bear, acquired from Edmonton in exchange for Warren 
Foegele, gives Carolina another right-handed defenseman 
who plays a more rounded game than the offensive-minded 
Bean. Cole is a fantastic locker room addition and reliable 
third-pairing guy with two Stanley Cup rings, and Smith — 
another righty — brings more snarl than Hakanpaa on a 
cheaper deal. 

But let’s be honest: The addition of the mercurial DeAngelo 
— who was bought out by the Rangers after an altercation 
last season with a teammate proved to be the final straw — 
to replace Hamilton will determine whether or not the 
defensive rebuild will prove successful. 

Forwards 

Who’s in: Josh Leivo, Stefan Noesen, Derek Stepan 

Who’s out: Warren Foegele, Morgan Geekie, Brock McGinn, 
Cedric Paquette 

What it means: The Hurricanes made wholesale changes 
with their depth forwards. The word all along was only one of 
Foegele, McGinn and Jordan Martinook would return next 
season, and that proved true when Martinook received a 
three-year extension, while McGinn signed in Pittsburgh and 
Foegele was dealt to Edmonton. Geekie was lost in the 
expansion draft to Seattle. 

Leivo is a serviceable depth forward who should be able to 
fill one of those vacancies, while Stepan is a reliable veteran 
center whose days as a solid complementary point producer 
are probably behind him. That said, Stepan should be an 
upgrade over Paquette, who never seemed to fit with the 
Hurricanes and signed with Montreal. Noesen is on a two-
way deal and can fill in when needed. Smith, a defenseman 
by trade, has played some winger in his career. 
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The Hurricanes still have plenty of cap space to make 
another addition up front, even with a new deal for restricted 
free agent Andrei Svechnikov not yet done. Carolina could 
dip its toe into the second wave of free agency or make a 

trade to add another top-nine forward. Don’t rule out one of 
the team’s prospects — Jack Drury, Seth Jarvis, Ryan 
Suzuki or someone else — winning a spot in camp.

 

 

 

 

How bad teammates can disrupt dressing rooms, team chemistry 

By Justin Bourne 

Jerks don’t know they’re jerks because they aren’t constantly 
jerkish. It would be a lot easier if they knew, but alas, they do 
not. Think about the ones you’ve let into your life – there has 
to be stretches of times they’re decent, or you’d have never 
let them in to begin with. But over time a pattern of jerk-like 
moments emerges, and all the runs of decency start to exist 
in their shadow. 

Those people choose to see the other times, the more 
decent ones, as what defines them rather than the bad 
moments, which they see as outliers. Everyone deserves 
chances and has their imperfect moments, of course, but 
sometimes the balance is just tipped too heavily the wrong 
way for them to be right on that. 

This is a winding way into the conversation about Anthony 
DeAngelo and Evander Kane, two players who have earned 
clear reputations for themselves around the NHL. If that 
reads like me calling them jerks, well, I don’t personally know 
them, so it’s more like me relaying that the guys they play 
with think they’re deserving of the label. 

Here’s a news update from San Jose Sharks beat writer 
Kevin Kurz that’s titled “Several Sharks teammates don’t 
want Evander Kane back on the team.” The NHL is 
investigating Kane after his wife alleged that he is 
"compulsive gambling addict" who has thrown games to win 
money. Kane has adamantly denied the allegations. Here’s 
an article from earlier this year called “Tony DeAngelo should 
be out of chances” by Shayna Goldman that compiles a list 
of his transgressions, including reportedly getting in an 
altercation with former New York Rangers teammate 
Alexandar Georgiev, roughing up officials and using a slur 
against a teammate while with the OHL's Sarnia Sting. He 
wasn’t bought out of his lucrative contract because he’s not 
talented — it’s the jerk thing. 

And so here we are, with a 25-year-old right-shot D-man that 
can ably run an NHL power-play one scraping for a one-year 
deal just above league minimum, and the Sharks trying to 
trade a bruising forward who scored 22 times in two-thirds of 
a season with no left-winger depth behind him. Being a good 
teammate: apparently important to NHL teams. 

So how big a deal is this, really? How much can a hockey 
dressing room survive jerks, and bad teammates, because 
let’s face it — there’s a sliding scale here. We see teams put 
up with larger amounts of jerkish behaviour from better 
players. Meanwhile, NHL fourth lines are almost devoid of 

personality issues, because nobody is putting up with a 
fringe player making league minimum who’s also a problem. 
Those players are easier to replace given the smaller talent 
downgrade from one replacement-level guy to the next. 

Hockey teams play within systems, links in a chain that rely 
on one another to stay together. If one single person doesn’t 
do their job, others must abandon their posts to cover, and 
the links fall apart. Often, to execute a system, players must 
leave areas of the rink open and trust that someone else is 
switching to that spot, which can feel like a trust fall. Only in 
hockey, if you just hesitate – which can happen if you’ve 
been burned before – you can be too late getting to where 
you need to be, and the metaphorical fall can be all the way 
to the ground. Bam, goal against. 

Trust between teammates is paramount, and players who 
take risks to maybe get an offensive bounce can 
occasionally subvert that. 

On the ice, demonstrating that the team's needs come first is 
easy. You can block shots, take hits to move the puck 
somewhere more advantageous and change when your line 
is heading into the offensive zone rather than the opposite. 
The list is long. 

These things bleed off the rink. Most pros today put in the 
extra time in the gym to be stronger. Most players are 
punctual so everyone can keep their schedules moving and 
have time to do the things they need to do to prepare for 
practice and games. Most players take care of themselves 
off the ice so they can be their best, which benefits 
everybody. 

Much like in any place of business, it can rub people the 
wrong way when co-workers obviously prioritize their 
interests over the teams, whether that be on the ice or off — 
in the cubicles or out of them. 

For these jerks, they’d argue that they still perform in the 
upper echelon of the league doing it their way, so “watch 
your own bobber.” (I love that expression — essentially, 
control what you can control and don’t look over here and 
worry about what I have going on.) 

By and large, teams and players do their best to do that, as 
long as that performance is up to snuff. It’s still wildly 
frustrating see someone play well who could play better, but 
it’s tough to argue with good play. And so, jerks exist on 
teams and in the league and aren’t punted out entirely. 
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There’s a threshold though where teams don’t care how well 
you play if you make being at the rink miserable for 
everyone. That probably involves verbal and physical 
abuses, being regularly tardy so others can’t do their jobs, 
and just generally being a curmudgeon who doesn’t want to 
buy in and pull the rope the same direction as everyone else. 

The common refrain I’ve heard is that a team with a good 
culture can take on a player who’s self-centred and survive 
just fine, but you never want two of them. Dressing room 
wisdom says that players like that gravitate towards one 
another and form a coalition of negativity, which is a larger 
problem if they’re a pair that like to drink, gamble and 
generally carouse. They can enable one another, try to bait 
in others and form legitimate opposition to the common 
cause. 

I wouldn’t know how many guys you’d label “jerks” around 
the NHL, but it isn’t many, at least not the out-and-out kind 
that are genuinely self-motivated with little regard for others. 
Maybe there’s a dozen? Two dozen, depending on how you 
set your arbitrary cut-off of acceptable? But this is part of the 
reason these guys are tough to find homes for around the 
league — if nobody wants two on any given team, and 
there’s already a number of them out there, then there are 
not many teams left to choose from. And in Kane’s case, with 
the big salary in a tight salary world, and his larger off-ice 
problems still unfolding in real-time, it’s almost impossible to 
see a team thinking he’s worth taking on. 

Hockey players are justifiably mocked for being comically 
homogeneous, with bland stock answers coming from a line 
of guys with cookie-cutter appearances. It’s at the root of the 
sport’s issue with an utter lack of diversity, from appearances 
to voices to opinions and more (that’s a much bigger issue 
than just “how do jerks disrupt what pro hockey teams are 

trying to do”). Much of that general vanilla-ness stems from a 
desire to portray themselves as players that can fit in, and 
can help any team that’s trying to pull that rope in one very 
specific direction. I think they’re subconsciously signalling 
their willingness to play the system, be a part of the bigger 
machine and not cause anyone’s energy to be spent 
cleaning up additional issues. 

Teams root out jerks the way the body roots out viruses, as 
they take energy to remove but will let the greater system 
function better once eliminated. Fevers are your body raising 
its own temperature to make that happen. Fevers in hockey 
teams are “Several Sharks teammates don’t want Evander 
Kane back on the team.” 

As I mentioned, there’s a sliding scale of how big a jerk 
you’re allowed to be in hockey (and many lines of work), and 
it directly correlates to how talented you are. Morally, that’s 
not how it should work. But with job preservation a priority for 
most in front offices, and elite talent hard to come by, that’s 
reality. 

It’s possible that DeAngelo has learned his lesson, and will 
mature. It’s possible that playing for Rod Brind’Amour and 
the Carolina Hurricanes organization will keep him in check. 
It’s possible that Kane finds a new home, scores goals and 
stays out of trouble for a while. 

Jerks aren’t always jerks, and while under extra scrutiny the 
way these two are, I’m guessing things are fine with both for 
a while, at least in terms of not adding additional issues to 
their respective piles. But these patterns of bad behaviour 
rarely just die out forever. I’d bet that the issue won’t be for 
their teams in the immediate season ahead, but the next 
ones who bet on them having changed for good.
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Hurricanes 2021 Draft Recap: Rounds 4-7 

The Hurricanes maximized their value with their mid and 
late-round picks, drafting highly skilled players that other 
teams avoided. 

By Matthew Somma  

We’re here to talk about the rest of the Hurricanes’ 2021 
draft class. Rounds 4-7 were a mixed bag for me, as the 
Hurricanes picked an OHL defenseman who didn’t play this 
past season, a Russian goalie with fewer than 10 
appearances and a German goalie that I hadn’t heard of. 
Still, the Hurricanes managed to grab a handful of players 
that I really liked. They stayed consistent with their strategy 
of drafting the high upside players that teams tend to avoid. 
Let’s dive into the selections. 

Jackson Blake, 109th overall 

Jackson Blake is a true boom or bust prospect. The skill that 
Blake possesses is off the charts and he was one of, if not, 
the best high school prospects in Minnesota this past year. 
He’s incredibly smart and is a gifted playmaker, which is 
what I see him being if he reaches the NHL level. Blake was 
one of the younger players in this draft class and comes in at 
a whopping 148 pounds. Someone give this kid a sandwich. 
Once he fills out and maybe hits another growth spurt, his 
game could really take off. He’s in a perfect situation to do 
just that. He’ll be playing full-time with the USHL’s Chicago 
Steel next season, which has proven to be the best program 
in the USHL when it comes to developing NHL-caliber 
prospects.  

The Steel have been an absolute powerhouse in recent 
years and will be the perfect place for Blake to develop as a 
player before heading to the University of North Dakota. 
Once again, this is a player with high end upside and a low 
floor, meaning that there’s as good of a chance that he works 
out as there is for him to be a bust. As I stated earlier, that’s 
the nature of this draft. The Hurricanes have built both a 
great NHL team and a great pipeline in recent years, so they 
can afford to take risks that other teams may not feel as 
comfortable taking. Blake is one of those players. He is the 
son of former NHLer Jason Blake, who played in 871 NHL 
games over the course of his career. 

Darren Yorke on Blake: “Very similar in that we keep talking 
about common themes with our players - it’s hockey sense. 
Jackson is incredibly smart, probably didn’t get the 
opportunity that he might have expected in Chicago, it’s one 
of the best teams in the USHL. His 5-on-5 play was what 
really impressed us. The ability to use his size to protect the 
puck and make plays in transition from the neutral zone to 
the offensive zone. He has the problem-solving ability to buy 
time and hit the weak side. To do all this when he isn’t fully 
developed in a hard league is what really gravitated to us. 

Probably nothing that shocks anyone here is that we’re going 
for smart players and that kid fits that build.” 

Robert Orr, 136th overall 

I want Orr to work out just so he can upset every old hockey 
man with his name. I do like what Orr brings to the table, 
however. He was a rookie in the QMJHL this past season 
and held his own on a good team. Orr could be one of those 
players that blossoms into a top player in the QMJHL, 
especially with a full, uninterrupted season under his belt. 
Yorke was right, the fact that Orr was able to look this good 
in his rookie year given the circumstances is nothing short of 
impressive. As a younger player, Orr is just getting started 
and coming into his own as a player. He has a good mix of 
speed, defensive skill, and playmaking skill that warranted a 
selection in this draft. His upside is likely that of a two-way 
third line winger, and even though that might not be as high 
as some of the other picks, that’s still incredibly valuable in 
this draft. Orr could surprise a lot of people this coming 
season and it seems like the Hurricanes like his versatility as 
a forward.  

Justin Robidas, 147th overall 

Remember when Alex DeBrincat fell in the 2016 draft 
because he was too small? Enter Justin Robidas. He has 
muscle but stands at 5-foot-7, maybe 5-foot-8 on a good day. 
That said, he’s lightning fast and one of the better shooters in 
the draft, so the Hurricanes grab a steal once again. The 
odds are against Robidas due to his size, but the overall 
amount of skill in his game is too good to pass up on. I love 
this pick for the Hurricanes and I’m excited to see what 
Robidas can do.  

Hurricanes Assistant GM Darren Yorke on Robidas: “Similar 
to Blake in how they play the game and how they see the 
game. Incredibly competitive. He has the background with 
his dad to understand what it takes to be a pro. This kid uses 
his speed, uses his compete, can be a lot harder to play 
against and can play bigger than his size without sacrificing 
offense. He has one of the hardest shots in the QMJHL.” 

Bryce Montgomery, 170th overall 

Unfortunately, Montgomery did not play this past season due 
to the OHL cancelling its season. The Hurricanes were able 
to see him play at the Erie Showcase and decided that he 
was worth a draft pick. He’s a 6-foot-5 defenseman that can 
skate, after all. 

Yorke on Montgomery: “This was the first player that we 
selected this year that really didn’t play. We talked about this 
situation going back to last year and how we’d utilize this and 
it was something that didn’t really scare us. The way our list 
fell, this was the first one that got to us. Big right-handed 
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defenseman that can skate. You look at how hard it is to find 
these types of defensemen, especially guys that are as big 
as him and can skate as well. It’s going to be great for us to 
see him next year in the OHL and get another full year. We 
were impressed with how he had to go a full year off and 
getting to the Erie Showcase tournament, just seeing the raw 
talent he has.” 

Nikita Quapp, 187th overall 

Quapp is an unknown for me, but after seeing scouts talk 
about him on Twitter, I’m fine with the pick. It seems like he 
played on a terrible team this year, so don’t read too much 
into his stats. Here are some thoughts on him from people 
that have watched him play.  

Sure, we can work with that. It definitely seems like he’s a 
different type of goalie than what we’re used to seeing in 
Carolina, but with a sixth round pick, you’re looking to draft 
someone that you can develop over a span of five or six 
years.  

Yorke on Quapp: “Quapp is a goalie that really grabbed 
Jason Muzzatti when he watched him. For an 18-year-old to 
play in the men’s league. Big blocking style, a little bit 
different style than Hamrla and Naumov. A guy that just has 
the raw ability to be in the right spot and make some of the 
tougher saves look easy.” 

Yegor Naumov, 200th overall 

I haven’t found anything on Naumov as a player and it 
seems like people who watch the MHL are confused by the 
pick. The Hurricanes clearly saw something in him, but this 
won’t be a pick that we see in the NHL for a very long time, if 
at all.  

Yorke on Naumov: “Naumov is probably closer to the style of 
Hamrla. Another guy that our goalie coaches really pushed 
hard on. Very athletic, very quick. Probably the more 
acrobatic saves and side-to-side saves. He reads the game 
so well and can make some of the desperate saves you 
need from your goalies.” 

Nikita Guslistov, 209th overall 

Guslistov has promise and can score goals, that’s for sure. 
He’s undersized and Russian, which is typically a death 
sentence for a prospect’s draft stock, especially if that player 
has already been passed over in a draft. Still, Guslistov has 
potential and the Hurricanes will be content to let him 
establish himself as a KHL player before hopefully bringing 
him to North America.  

Joel Nystrom, 219th overall 

Nystrom was a highly touted pick by scouting twitter. I’m fine 
with taking a chance on an overage defenseman in the 
seventh round, especially after hearing what people had to 
say about him. 

So it seems that Nystrom was a late bloomer, which happens 
from time to time. I’m fine with this pick given the fact that it’s 
a late seventh round pick and it seems that Nystrom has 
upside as a two-way defenseman. He is currently on 
Sweden’s top pairing at the World Junior Summer 
Showcase, which is impressive. Sweden always has a first-
class defense. 

Yorke on Nystrom: “Nystrom is another late developer. He 
went through the draft already once. Probably one of the 
faster-developing players this year. Started off in the 
Swedish junior league and then got up to the SHL and 
played significant minutes. Another guy that is smart and 
dependable and has a little bit of offense to his game without 
sacrificing anything on the defensive side.” 

All in all, this was a great draft class for the Hurricanes. 
There’s some high-end skill in this draft class and they did an 
excellent job of adding to their depth at every position. It’s 
going to be a long process for a lot of these players, and it’s 
likely that we won’t see some of them in the NHL for at least 
five years, but the amount of potential in this draft class 
excites me. The later rounds are a time to draft players that 
you can be patient with, and the Hurricanes did exactly that. 
Thank you to everyone who has followed my draft coverage 
either on Canes Country or on Twitter and I’m hoping to 
bring you all more content on the newest class of Hurricanes 
prospects very soon.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 5, 2021 

 

About Last Season: Sebastian Aho Performance Review and Grade 

Sebastian Aho continued to do Sebastian Aho things last 
season, in other words, dominate pretty much every facet of 
the game for the Hurricanes. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Sebastian Aho 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

 Age: 24 

 NHL Seasons: 5 

 Scoring: 24 goals, 33 assists, 57 points in 56 games 

 Advanced numbers: 55.99 CF%, 55.51 SCF%, 
55.54 xGF%, 62.71 GF% 

 Average TOI: 14:48 ES, 3:01 PP, 1:38 SH 

 Contract Status: Three years left, $8.46 million AAV 

Entering last season, there was some talk about when 
Andrei Svechnikov might overtake Sebastian Aho as the 
Hurricanes’ clear “MVP” or best player. Fast forward eight 
months, and that talk has pretty much stopped. That’s partly 
due to a “down” year for Svechnikov. But, for the most part, 
it’s because the fact that Aho, once again, had an excellent 
year in pretty much every facet.  

He led the Hurricanes in goals, assists, points, power-play 
goals (tied, seven) and shorthanded goals (three). He once 
again drove possession at an elite level, and even improved 
his faceoff win percentage in his third year as a full-time 
center, finishing above 50% (52.7) for the first time in his 
career. 

He also enjoyed a strong playoff performance, with five goals 
and 11 points in 11 games, including the series winner 
against Nashville.  

Aho is clearly the Hurricanes’ MVP, most important player, 
best player, straw that stirs the drink and any other platitude 
you want to apply to him. As you can see below, he 
dominated just about every situation he played in last 
season. The one criticism is he wasn’t a great defender at 
even strength, but given how much offense he creates, and 
how good of a penalty killer he was, it’s easy to forgive him 
for that.  

Aho was a key contributor on a power play that finished the 
year second in the league, with seven goals and 18 points up 
a man. He also played 1:38 per game on a penalty kill that 
finished third in the league.  

In fact, part of what’s made Aho such a complete player for 
this team in recent years is the growth of his penalty kill 
prowess. And what makes him such an effective penalty 
killer is his ability to attack when the Hurricanes were 
shorthanded.  

The Hurricanes had a 39.89 expected goals for percentage 
shorthanded with Aho on the ice. That’s not quite Martin 
Necas’ lofty number, but it’s still quite impressive for a 
situation where the ice is supposed to be constantly titled 
against you. And Aho and Necas often teamed up to make 

opposing power plays look foolish, including that time they 
had the entire Florida Panthers roster contemplating 
retirement.  

We’ve now gone over what made Aho’s season so great. We 
also need to talk about what that season meant to the 
Hurricanes. The Canes had their best regular season in 
franchise history last year, finishing with a .714 points 
percentage and winning their first division title since 2006.  

That had to do with a lot of factors, great goaltending, great 
special teams (which, as we’ve demonstrated, Aho played a 
key role in) and great depth down the middle. But none of it 
comes close to happening without the season Aho had.  

Aho was remarkably consistent last year, finishing with at 
least a point per game in all but one month, with his six-goal, 
18-point performance in 16 games in April standing out as 
his best. His most consecutive games without hitting the 
scoresheet was four, and he only went pointless more than 
two games in a row twice.  

And Carolina needed that consistency from its top gun to 
weather some of last year’s storms, including an early-
season COVID pause that saw team have to play without 
several lineup regulars upon returning. Aho did everything he 
did last season despite playing most of it without his fellow 
Finn and partner in crime: Teuvo Teravainen played just 21 
games due to a stint on the COVID protocol list and lengthy 
bout with concussion symptoms.  

Yet Aho kept producing and kept up an elite level of play 
without his regular partner. No matter who he was playing 
with: Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, Martin Necas, Nino 
Niederreiter, even Brock McGinn, Aho found chemistry with 
his linemates and drove the bus for the Hurricanes. That’s 
what elite players do.  

It seemed like every time the Hurricanes needed a big goal 
or play, Aho was there.  

And, without their best playmaker in Teravainen, Aho took on 
that role, leading the Hurricanes with 14.62 primary shot 
assists per 60, according to Corey Snzajder’s tracking.  

2020-21 also marked Aho’s third straight season as a full-
time center, a role he’s excelled in. In that time frame, he sits 
seventh in goals and eighth in points among NHL centers, 
and has made the days when the Hurricanes were desperate 
to get their hands on anything resembling a first-line pivot a 
distant memory.  

There are a myriad of factors that have gone into the Canes’ 
team-best, three-season streak of making the playoffs, but 
Aho effectively making the transition to such an important 
position and role is chief among them.  

Montreal may have done Carolina with its 2019 offersheet, 
as Aho has three years left at an AAV a shade under $8.5 
million, a dollar amount he’s outperformed so far.  

And, at 24, Aho may still have room to improve and could get 
even better, which should be a scary thought for any future 
Hurricanes opponent.
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He Said It: Brendan Smith on joining the Canes 

The former Ranger spoke to the media via Zoom on his 
expectations and impressions of his new team. 

By Ryan Henkel  

Brendan Smith signed a one-year, $800,000 deal with the 
Carolina Hurricanes during the second day of free agency, 
bringing some depth to the blueline along with an element of 
toughness and leadership. 

Smith spoke with the media Tuesday afternoon via Zoom. 
Here’s what he had to say about signing with Carolina: 

On reuniting with so many of his former teammates: The 
familiarity is really great. Obviously, we’re a different team, 
but it’s good to know guys that have been there and seen it. 
We know what we want to do. There’s one goal and we’re 
looking to bring the Cup back. We’re just trying to figure out 
what we can do to get prepared and it’s good to have those 
guys so that we can kind of talk in the offseason and figure 
out what we need to do. 

On bringing toughness to the Hurricanes’ lineup: For sure. I 
think I kind of play a tough-nosed game. Being physical and 
hard. I think when you watch the playoffs, those are the kind 
of teams that go deep. The game has always been that way. 
It’s always been physical and I think it creates room for the 
skill guys on your team. That’s an area that I always feel I 
played and I enjoy it. If I can help the team in any aspect and 
obviously I feel that’s one area. where I love doing it and 
helping out guys and giving them that room. I’ll bring that for 
sure and I brought that my whole career so that’s something 
that without saying that’s something I do. 

On having drawn 25 penalties as a defensemen last season 
and what about his style contributed to that: I think just 
getting into the corners and battling and I don’t like to lose 
battles by any means. I think when you get to those hard 
areas, you create opportunities for people to take penalties 
on you. I guess that’s one area. A lot of people have said 
that I’m ultra-competitive, so I never want to give up on a 
play and sometimes people will take you down if you have 
better body position. To be honest, playing with the Red 
Wings at a young age in my career, I got to play with some 
fantastic players. A guy that really jumped out and taught me 
a lot was Pavel Datsyuk. Just his body positioning and how 
he controlled the puck. Just the things I would do with him 
after practice where we’d play keepaway — he’d keep the 
puck away from me a lot more than I did to him — but he 
taught me similar things on how to have body positioning. 
When you have body position, people have to take a penalty 
against you to get the puck off of you and I think through my 
career, learning from these players has helped me in aspects 
like that. But like I said, it gives your team a chance to score 
on the power play and I think I’ve done that for a long time 
and it’s something that not many people notice, but your 
teammates obviously respect. 

On what he expects to bring off the ice and around the 
community: I would say one of my biggest aspects is that I’m 
a vocal guy. I’ve been around for a little bit as well and I’ve 
kind of seen how the game is. One thing for me that I really 
have enjoyed as I’ve gotten older, is kind of helping the 
younger guys find their footstep and figure out what they 

need to be their best player. I remember being those kinds of 
guys. Just to be an older guy and give them wisdom in any 
aspect. Last year playing with the Rangers, I got to help out 
a lot of young D-corp. An easy one for me to talk about is a 
Fox-Lindgren pair, where I thought they just flourished and 
took off. That’s something I want to bring because I’ve been 
around long enough. But just being a vocal leader and a guy 
that’s seen it. In the community, I want to be as impactful as 
possible. I have two little kids. A three year old boy, Nolan, 
and a one year old girl, Ryan, so we’re looking to be in the 
community and kind of just getting to know our fans a little bit 
more in that aspect. I feel like I did that in both Detroit and 
New York so that’s something that we’ll definitely want to do 
and kind of just make it a home. 

On what his view is heading into camp on where he is going 
to fit in on the blueline: I think you’re always competing for a 
job. Whether you’re already at the top, you’re always trying 
to compete to get better at something. For me, one of the 
reasons I came here was that I was able to talk to Rod and 
just figure out that people are competing for those positions 
and having that is healthy. It makes everybody better. It 
makes us prepared for the season and I’m excited to try and 
take a position. For me, I’m just here to plug in and help out 
in any aspect. There’s one goal and I said this earlier, it’s to 
win. I know from my years of playing that I can move up and 
down the lineup, whether it be due to injuries or whatever the 
instance is, because it’s a long season. I know I can fill in 
and play top minutes and then go back and play normal 
minutes as a bottom pair 5/6 and if needed for me to move 
down the lineup for people to get in the lineup. Whatever the 
instance, I’m up for it. I’m just here, like I said, for one goal. 
The more you can get people pulling on that chain I think 
that’s where you get that comradery, you get that team 
moving in the right direction and that’s how you win. When 
you hear from some of these teams and guys that have won 
before, and I know from the Red Wings, everybody is so 
selfless and they do what they have to do to win. That’s kind 
of the culture that I’ve wanted to emulate and if I can bring 
that on, I think it’ll just help the whole team. 

On if he thinks the defense can be as strong even with the 
turnover: I think it’s very strong. Looking at it, I was pretty 
impressed. I think what the Canes have done in the 
offseason has been fantastic. I think now with the game, 
everybody is so fast and strong and there’s injuries no matter 
what, but you can fill in. I see we have eight NHL 
defensemen and, like I said, you never want to lose those 
games because of injuries and that’s one of the hardest 
things to do through the season is to win those games when 
you’re down a couple of players. When you have a D-corp 
like ours, you can kind of just fill a pair in. I know that 
coaches are looking for somebody to take the job and by 
doing that, you’re playing well. I’m really excited. I like our D-
corp and I think it’s pretty fantastic. It’s got to be one of the 
best in the league — and obviously, I’m biased because I’m 
here — but it’s something I’m very much looking forward to. 

On his impressions on Tony DeAngelo: All I know is Tony for 
who he is. I’m very close with Tony, he’s a fantastic guy. 
Obviously, we all know that there’s been some mistakes 
made, but he’s growing and he’s going to get past it. I just 
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think we have today in Tony is an elite player and he’s got 
elite skill. And to be honest, we got him really cheap. These 
are things that are all very positive. He’s an elite passer in 
the league and you guys will find this out more as the season 
goes on. You can read these things because everybody’s 
talking about losing Dougie Hamilton and he’s a player that’s 
hard to match, but a guy like Tony DeAngelo, with his 
offensive ability, he can really step in and do a lot of the 
similar things. I just remember watching him as a player with 
the Rangers and what he did was pretty phenomenal. It was 
spectacular to watch and the way he reads the game 
offensively is amazing. So I know what kind of person he is 
and what kind of player he is and I think personally, that the 
Canes are lucky to have him. And at the same time, he’s 

lucky to have the Canes. I just think it’s going to be a great 
situation and like everybody, anytime you get older, you 
grow, you mature and I’m just looking for him to, and I think 
he can be the X-factor for sure. 

On if he’d still be up for playing forward: Personally, I’d like to 
be done with it. But as I told you, I’m just here to help the 
team win. It doesn’t really matter. If I get asked to do it, I’ll 
want a little bit more details on why, but for me, I want to 
stick to defense. It’s what I’ve done pretty much my whole 
career. I think I bring more defensively, but like I said, it 
doesn’t matter. Once you get to push comes to shove and 
you’re trying to win games, whatever coach and 
management needs me to do, I’ll do it.

 

He Said It: Josh Leivo on signing in Carolina 

The journeyman forward is onto his fourth team in the NHL, 
but first one outside of Canada. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes signed two-way, journeyman 
forward Josh Leivo to a one-year, $750,000 contract during 
the first day of free agency. 

He spoke to the media on Tuesday afternoon via Zoom on 
his signing and impressions with the team. Here’s what he 
had to say: 

On what went into his decision with signing in Carolina: The 
interest of Carolina wanting me was appealing. I’ve heard 
nothing but great things with the organization now that it’s 
turned the other way. The coach, I’ve heard nothing but great 
things. The group of guys, I know a couple who’ve just come 
and Gardiner I’ve known, and they’ve said nothing but great 
things. So all around it was exciting and almost an easy 
decision. I’ve played in Canada the whole time and I think it 
was time for a change. Raleigh’s a smaller city, but the 
fanbase is unbelievable. I think it was pretty easy to decide 
to come here. 

On what his style is and how he feels it’ll fit the Canes’ 
system: I think I skate pretty well. When I first came into the 
league, it wasn’t that good, but I think I’ve managed to pick 
that up. I’m going to give it my all every shift and get in on 
the forecheck and disrupt a lot of pucks. I think I have a good 
hockey sense to create with whoever I’m playing with. I’m an 
easy going player. You’re not going to see something really 
fancy, but I hope my work shows. I’ve had some up and 
down years, but I’m just looking to get in on a team where 
I’m appreciated fully and I can show what I’ve got. I think this 
is a good group for that. There’s a lot of offense and still 
defense as well. I’m excited for the opportunity to play for this 
team. 

On what his impressions are of the team: When we didn’t 
make the playoffs, I had Carolina coming out of it into the 
Final last year. They were, I think, unlucky. They faced a 
good team and they lost, which is what the playoffs are. But 
I’m excited. I said last year I wanted to go to a team that 
wins. It was unfortunate that we weren’t good. It was a good 
group of guys and everything, but I see a lot of promise here. 
Young group, young core. I’m not going to be pushing in, I’m 
just going to try to fit in and do my part. I think that’s what the 
team wants. It’s exciting seeing the fanbase here over the 
last couple of years, how it’s developed and it’s just 
awesome to see that and be a part of it this year. 

On his dad getting him into the sport and the rumor that his 
father had 500 penalty minutes at one point: Yeah, that’s the 
rumor. In his Junior-A days, he was a bit of a psycho, but he 
still had a little bit of skill to play with it. The story is that my 
grandmother would be there for the first period, and when he 
saw that she wasn’t there anymore, he’d go and play old 
school hockey the way he enjoyed it. He says 500 minutes is 
a true story, so I have to go with it, but I do not like to see 
myself the way he played. I like to be a little more offensive 
and not be the aggressive type the way he was. 

On perhaps having the chance to play on special teams: I 
find that I’m really effective on the power play. May not show 
all the time, but I believe I create chances. Like I said, I feel 
like I have a good hockey sense and I’m well prepared to 
play on the power play. I’m open to playing whatever. I’ve 
never played penalty kill, but maybe down the road I’ll see 
myself on that. But I’m coming in just to work hard and 
whatever coach wants, I can try my best to do what he’s 
asking. Power play is in my eyes to hopefully be on it and it 
starts at camp just showing the work ethic.
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Retooling the Defense part one: What Bear and Cole bring to the blueline 

The Carolina Hurricanes have practically revamped the 
backend this offseason with two of the newest additions 
being a gritty veteran and a promising young blueliner. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes retooled the majority of their back 
end this offseason, with half of the blueline looking like it will 
be composed of new faces. This week we’ll be taking a look 
at those new faces, starting today with Ethan Bear and Ian 
Cole.  

Carolina will be rehashing its defense not only due to the 
new personnel on the ice, but off the ice as well as the team 
still needs to replace former assistant coach Dean 
Chynoweth — who ran both the defensive side of the game 
as well as the penalty kill. 

The Hurricanes have been a very aggressive forechecking 
team that has relied on their defense being able to jump into 
plays and contribute all across the ice, so it will be interesting 
to see if the new coach will employ a similar system. 

But today, we’ll be taking a look at two of the new defenders 
in Bear and Cole. 

Cole, 32, is a long-time veteran and two-time Stanley Cup 
champion that brings an element of toughness and 
dependability to the blueline.  

The blueliner put up one goal and eight points in 54 games 
last season with 15:55 of average ice time per game.  

He was eighth in the league among defensemen in shot 
blocks per 60 and while usually a heavy hitter, saw that side 
of his game fall with only 34 hits thrown.  

Cole has been a dependable shutdown player for the 
majority of his career with a few flashes of strong offensive 
performance, although this last year saw a steep drop in his 
overall play and minutes.  

According to NaturalStatTrick, at 5v5 last season, Cole had a 
41.72 CF% — albeit not one of Minnesota’s defensive 
regulars had over a 50.0 CF% — and in fact, he did not have 
one single positive chance generation analytic other than 
High Danger Chances For % (51.56) — a stat the entire Wild 
blueline shared a positive score for.  

But despite being horribly outchanced in all facets, Cole had 
strong actual results both in High Danger Goals For % 
(64.71) and actual Goals For % (61.54).  

This could be in part, though, due to Cole benefitting from 
having the third highest on-ice shooting percentage (12.66%) 
and on-ice save percentage (0.931) among the entire team 
while he was on the ice. 

The penalty kill, however, was not as kind to him as Cole 
was Minnesota’s second least used defenseman on the 
penalty kill last season, yet allowed the most chances 
against per 60 and third highest rate of goals against per 60. 

Cole also did a rather poor job of staying out of the box, 
having the second lowest net penalty differential among 
defensemen (-14) and one of the lowest penalties drawn per 
60 (-0.98). 

Could it be different in Carolina’s PK system? Only time will 
tell. 

The veteran blueliner also played mainly in a heavily 
sheltered role in terms of deployment with over 50% of his 
ice time being what PuckIQ.com classifies as ‘gritty’ 
competition, where he only controlled only a 45.3 CF%.  

The sheltering is even more evident by the fact that only 15% 
of his deployment time was against ‘elite’ competition — the 
lowest among Wild blueliners — where he controlled only a 
36.1 CF%.  

But yet again, Cole had over a 60.0 GF% against all 
competition types, including ‘elite.’ 

So while Cole’s analytics sunk to new lows this season, his 
on-ice results did not mirror that fact. He did benefit from 
better shooting and goaltending than most of his teammates, 
but there’s something to be said about a guy that seems to 
be getting it done. 

There’s no guarantee that his on-ice results can keep up 
against the chances he is surrendering, but it seems 
Carolina is willing to gamble on his experience and he will 
probably slot into the third pairing spot below Jaccob Slavin 
and Brady Skjei. 

On the other side of the coin, Bear, 24, is a young, right-
handed defenseman who brandishes a lot of potential as a 
top-four option with offensive upside. 

Bear had two goals and eight points in 43 games where he 
averaged 17:58 of ice time per game.  

He was very good playing alongside Darnell Nurse — his 
most common partner — on Edmonton’s top pairing as the 
pair had the highest xGF% (59.1) among all Oilers’ pairings 
according to MoneyPuck.com.  

However, he sustained a concussion fairly early into the 
season after a puck struck him in the head and when he 
returned, he saw his minutes reduced on a lower pair. 

According to NaturalStatTrick, Bear had the second highest 
CF% (50.53), SCF% (51.56) among Edmonton’s defensive 
regulars and the highest xGF% (55.36) and HDCF% (59.15). 

Bear also had the second lowest on-ice save percentage 
(0.906) and on-ice shooting percentage (7.72%) with also the 
fourth lowest offensive-zone starts, so he was having to earn 
his numbers. 

According to PuckIQ.com, Bear played one-third of his total 
ice time against ‘elite’ competition and controlled a 53.6 
CF%, however his 25.0 GF% leaves much more to be 
desired. 

There is also the case that Bear controlled a negative CF% 
(46.6) against ‘gritty’ competition, giving rise to a question on 
perhaps where Bear might struggle at this point in his career. 

He seems to hold his own against skilled opponents, but has 
trouble with players that throw the body and are more of a 
physical skill set. Bear is 5’11” and below 200lbs, which is on 
the smaller side for a defensemen, but that isn’t too much of 
a worry. 
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But Bear also had struggles on the PK, having the second 
lowest chances against per 60 and goals against per 60 
among Oilers’ defensemen who had at least 20 minutes of 
shorthanded ice time. 

Perhaps getting a few lessons in the Canes’ excellent 
systems will help the young defensemen in that regard, but 
it’s important to note that he still has so much room for 
growth. 

The real dark horse is Bear’s offensive abilities, which took a 
bit of a step down this season with his reduced ice time and 
injury troubles, but his stellar rookie campaign highlighted the 
player he can be. 

The Canes are getting a defensemen with tremendous 
upside that has shown he can hold his own against ‘elite’ 

competition and can play up in the lineup with ease, 
something they were dearly lacking on the development 
front. 

There could be a fit for him pretty much anywhere in the 
lineup, so whether the Canes want to warm him up on a third 
pairing or slide him up higher to a pairing with Slavin or Skjei 
to take on more responsibility. 

It should be said that Bear has top-four upside, so the 
Hurricanes should do well to make sure he gets those 
opportunities to develop properly. 

One last important thing to note is that Bear will be an RFA 
after this season with arbitration rights.

 

 

 

 

Jackson Blake's hockey sense attracted the Carolina Hurricanes  

The 2022 UND commit was taken in the fourth round of the 
NHL Draft last month. 

By Brad Elliott Schlossman 

Fifty American players were selected in the 2021 NHL Draft. 

Only one had a weight listed at less than 160 pounds — 
UND commit Jackson Blake. 

No, it wasn't size that drew the Carolina Hurricanes to select 
Blake in the fourth round with the No. 109 overall pick last 
month. Carolina assistant general manager Darren Yorke 
said it was Blake's hockey sense. 

"Jackson is incredibly smart," Yorke said. "When he's 
transitioning from the neutral zone to the offensive zone, he's 
got that problem-solving ability to buy time and he can hit the 
weak side. To do all of this when he's not fully developed, in 
a hard league, is what really gravitated (us toward him). It 
probably doesn't shock anyone here that we're going for 
smart players and this kid fits that build." 

Blake started the season with the Chicago Steel in the 
United States Hockey League. When the Minnesota prep 
season started, he returned to Eden Prairie High School to 
play his junior year. Blake led Eden Prairie to the state title, 
scoring the overtime winner in the championship game. 

Then, he went back to Chicago to end the season. He won a 
second title there, scoring the game-winning goal in the Clark 
Cup clincher against the Fargo Force. 

The Hurricanes scouted Blake at both levels and noticed 
traits he carried from one league to the next. Yorke, who said 

the Hurricanes were particularly impressed with Blake's five-
on-five play, predicted the dynamic forward will excel at UND 
because of that. 

"Hockey sense is something we value quite a bit and I think 
when you have players that are very smart, such as Jackson, 
you can see some of the little things they take from 
Minnesota high school hockey and it shows up in the USHL," 
Yorke said. "The ability to buy time and problem solve is so 
imperative for a young player when they start graduating to 
the next level. 

"In Jackson's case. . . when he goes from the USHL to the 
college level, the game is almost slowing down because of 
how fast he reads it." 

Blake is scheduled to come to UND in the fall of 2022 after 
playing the upcoming season, his senior year, with the Steel. 

After being selected, Blake participated in a Zoom press 
conference with Carolina media. 

"This moment is crazy," he said, wearing a UND polo. "It 
hasn't really kicked in yet that I've been drafted to such a 
great organization. I'm at a loss for words right now." 

Blake said his father Jason, a former UND and NHL star, 
spoke highly of Carolina's organization. 

"He said Rod Brind'Amour is one of the greatest coaches 
he's seen and he wishes he got to lace them up for him," 
Blake said. 

Blake was one of three UND-bound players picked in the 
2021 NHL Draft.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/2751670/2021/08/04/what-does-a-frederik-andersen-antti-raanta-goalie-tandem-bring-to-the-hurricanes/ 
https://theathletic.com/2753099/2021/08/05/nhl-offseason-by-the-numbers-which-teams-have-improved-the-most-and-least-2/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/08/time-will-tell-if-new-look-hurricanes-will-succeed/ 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/bad-teammates-can-disrupt-dressing-rooms-team-chemistry/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/4/22593312/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-draft-blake-orr-montgomery-guapp 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/4/22608772/carolina-hurricanes-sebastian-aho-2020-21-performance-review-and-grade 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/4/22609761/he-said-it-brendan-smith-on-joining-the-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/4/22609844/he-said-it-josh-leivo-on-signing-with-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/4/22609500/retooling-the-defense-what-bear-and-cole-bring-to-the-blueline-for-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.grandforksherald.com/sports/hockey/7128761-Jackson-Blakes-hockey-sense-attracted-the-Carolina-Hurricanes 
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Status quo wasn’t going to get it done for Hurricanes. Maybe this 
massive retooling will. 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

Now that the dust has settled on two cataclysmic weeks of player 
movement that turned over a full third of the Carolina Hurricanes’ roster, 
two conclusions have clearly emerged from the madness. 

The Hurricanes still think their core group of young players is good 
enough to win a Stanley Cup. 

They didn’t think the players around them were good enough to win a 
Stanley Cup. 

After three trips through the postseason that saw the Hurricanes win four 
playoff series before being ultimately derailed by what were 
unquestionably better teams, combined with the unfortunate but 
inevitable free-agent departure of Dougie Hamilton, it was time for some 
retooling. 

It’s the hockey equivalent of a 40,000 mile service. Change the oil, rotate 
the tires, give it new brake pads and rotors, flush the coolant and leave it 
parked out back. 

So while the long-term foundation of the team remains intact — starting 
with young stars Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Jaccob Slavin, Brett 
Pesce and Martin Necas — almost all of the complementary pieces on 
the board have been shuffled. 

Guys like Warren Foegele, Brock McGinn and Petr Mrazek had three 
kicks at the playoff can, and they all certainly had their moments of glory, 
but were too often ineffective when it mattered most. Even as Alex 
Nedeljkovic saved the Hurricanes’ season, the team was clearly never 
sold on the rookie goalie even before his playoff miscues. 

And Hamilton, a dynamic regular-season player who also seemed to fade 
into the wallpaper in the postseason, nevertheless would still have been 

a fit here, just not for the $9 million he got from the New Jersey Devils. A 
tip of the cap to Hamilton, who will be missed. 

Not everyone was deemed replaceable: Jordan Martinook got a three-
year, back-loaded contract to stay, a stabilizing move for an otherwise 
quiet dressing room that will need some ballast with the arrival of Tony 
DeAngelo, who even in the most positive light has been somewhat of a 
loose cannon over the course of his career. 

The young stars still get top billing, but they’re surrounded by new 
players who arrive with the very specific mandate to get this team further 
in the postseason than the ones they replaced. 

That starts in net, where Aanti Raanta has put up terrific numbers when 
healthy — which hasn’t been all that often. Raanta has all the attributes 
of a No. 1 goalie other than durability. It makes sense to partner him with 
the durable and reliable Frederik Andersen, who ironically enough was 
criticized for his playoff shortcomings with the Toronto Maple Leafs, who 
in turn replaced him with … Mrazek. 

Familiarity and contempt and all that. 

The fourth line was remodeled with Martinook, Derek Stepan and Josh 
Leivo, and there’s still room — and about $4 million in cap space after 
Svechnikov is re-signed, now priority No. 1 — for another top-nine 
forward to fill out the group. Stepan’s best years may be behind him, but 
in a limited role his smarts and leadership should be valuable to a young 
team. Leivo has done elsewhere what Foegele and McGinn did here, but 
at a fraction of the price. 

Hamilton isn’t replaceable, but the Hurricanes tried to make it up in 
numbers: The polarizing DeAngelo will get yet another chance as a right-
shot power-play specialist; Ethan Bear is only 24 and a useful second-
pairing piece; and both Ian Cole and Brendan Smith offer the kind of 
veteran presence the Hurricanes have lacked on the back end. 

On paper, that’s a stronger group at the bottom even if it’s weaker at the 
top without Hamilton, but a lack of defensive depth has been a key factor 
in all three of the Hurricanes’ playoff exits. 

It’s hard, after winning at least one series in three straight postseasons 
— the preliminary-round win over the Rangers still counts, given the 
Hurricanes’ regular-season struggles with that team — to see such 
sweeping change. In some cases, like the departures of Nedeljkovic and 
Hamilton and the arrival of DeAngelo, it’s downright infuriating. 
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But there’s a message here: Mere tweaks to this roster weren’t enough. 
Incremental improvement wasn’t going to be good enough to beat teams 
like the Boston Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning in their pomp. More 
drastic measures were required to meet the increasing expectations this 
group faces. More depth. More experience. 

It was time for a change, even if few expected this much of a change. 
Everyone is on the same page now: As far as the Hurricanes have come, 
the status quo wasn’t good enough. 

News Observer LOADED: 08.05.2021 
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What does a Frederik Andersen-Antti Raanta goalie tandem bring to the 
Hurricanes? 

 

By Sara Civian and Shayna Goldman Aug 4, 2021  

  

Carolina general manager Don Waddell made a few things clear after the 
Hurricanes traded homegrown Calder finalist Alex Nedeljkovic to the Red 
Wings on July 24. First of all, they were seeking more experience when it 
came to their starting goaltender. 

“I think we’re looking more toward the veteran side of things,” Waddell 
told The Athletic at the time. “We’re in a win-now mode, and having a 
veteran goalie makes the most sense for our franchise right now. So 
hopefully that’s the direction we end up in.” 

Waddell also mentioned he didn’t want to pay two goalies in the “$3.5 to 
$4 million range,” he’d prefer to pay a proven veteran type that sort of 
money, then “hopefully one on the lesser side.” 

So free agency came along, and the Canes ended up with a whole new 
look in net. The Maple Leafs signed Petr Mrazek, who started in the 
majority of the Canes’ three consecutive playoff runs, to a three-year 
contract with a $3.8 million AAV. New Jersey signed Jonathan Bernier 
(the rights to whom and a third-round pick were the Nedeljkovic trade 
return) to a two-year contract with a $4.125 million AAV. 

The Hurricanes ended up signing former Toronto goalie Frederik 
Andersen for two years at a $4.5 million AAV and former Coyote Antti 
Raanta to a two-year, $2 million dollar AAV. 

An Andersen-Raanta tandem is consistent with the goal to pay one 
goalie north of $3 million and the other $2 million, but does it make the 
Hurricanes a better team than a Nedeljkovic-Mrazek tandem would 
have? 

To answer this question, there are several red flags we must address 
about both goalies — and tons of context we must consider. First, a look 
at the environment Nedeljkovic and Mrazek were playing in with the 
Canes versus how they performed. 

Last season at five-on-five, the Hurricanes were one of the better shot 
suppressing teams in the league. Where they struggled the most was 
that net front area, as the heatmap below shows in red. 

Via HockeyViz 

Nedeljkovic ultimately led Hurricanes goalies in games played last 
season. He went on to save 12.92 more goals than expected when 
factoring in his workload in terms of expected goals, which puts a value 
on every unblocked shot attempt turned his way. The netminder was not 
only one of the best rookie goaltenders but ranked high in percentage of 
quality starts and steals as defined by Alan Wells at Raw Charge. 

Mrazek performed well in 12 starts when healthy, saving a high rate of 
goals above expected. In the limited sample of games he played, he was 
exposed to a high rate of those net-front attempts. James Reimer 

allowed slightly more goals than expected at the end of his Hurricanes’ 
tenure, despite playing behind an above-average defense. 

Carolina’s strength in net has been questioned over the years, but 
Mrazek and Reimer both played some of their best hockey with the 
Hurricanes. The chart below helps depict that in terms of rate of goals 
saved above expected, with data point size reflecting ice time. Mrazek is 
highlighted in pink, Reimer in green, and Nedeljkovic in orange. 

The Hurricanes are going into the season with a completely new tandem 
in Andersen and Raanta — raising those same questions around their 
crease. 

Andersen split the net in Anaheim for three seasons before becoming the 
Maple Leafs’ starter. Over the past five seasons, he played 268 games 
for Toronto, earning a .914 save percentage in all situations and saving 
about 16 more goals than expected. While that’s impressive on the 
surface, how his game trended in recent years is particularly important 
for the Hurricanes. 

In those first few years in Toronto, Andersen played behind a below-
average defense that consistently left him exposed, particularly in the slot 
areas as the heat maps below show in red at five-on-five. 

Via HockeyViz 

But despite their defensive shortcomings, he responded with strong 
seasons between the pipes, stopping more than expected to help boost 
the Maple Leafs’ chances while playing in 60-plus games per regular 
season. 

The following season, though, the team and goaltender started trending 
in opposite directions. Andersen was still playing behind a below-average 
defensive team in 2019-20, but they made strides from the year before 
and gave him a lot of offensive support. But through his 52 games, he 
had his worst season yet as he stopped just 90.9 percent of the shots put 
on net and allowed 10.3 more goals than expected in all situations. 

A knee injury contributed to his 2020-21 struggles and contributed to him 
playing less than half of the games. But, once again, Andersen’s game 
dipped when he did play with a career-low .895 save percentage and -
11.2 GSAx. And that’s in front of the best defense he’s played behind in 
Toronto; the Maple Leafs shot and expected goal generation at five-on-
five and short-handed actually ranked in the top 10 in the league this past 
season. 

But Andersen recognizes the direction his game has trended and is 
looking to bounce back with Carolina. 

“I think last year was a difficult year personally and dealing with some 
injuries, I wasn’t able to play the way I wanted to,” Andersen said. “I 
definitely feel very motivated to get back to that level again.” 

With this signing, the Hurricanes are betting on a resurgence from a 
netminder who showed his abilities in the regular season behind a 
struggling defense before his game started trending down. 

Goaltending is tricky to project, and much of it relies on what a 
goaltender has done in recent years. Andersen’s track record, especially 
given the Leafs’ defensive adjustments, is concerning. So is the fact that 
the netminder is 31, and players generally decline at this point in their 
career. 

The Hurricanes have generally been one of the better defensive teams in 
recent years. But, this year’s blue line will be different after their early 
offseason additions and subtractions. 

The free-agent goaltenders signed for $4.5 million on average, which is 
closer to that of a tandem goaltender than an outright starter. At this point 
in his career, that’s a safer bet than expecting him to return to the starting 
form that he showed years ago. If Carolina’s defense can keep Andersen 
insulated — particularly in the scoring areas right in front of the blue paint 
— while he refines his game, there’s a chance the team was right to take 
the chance on him. 
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Via HockeyViz 

But, it also puts importance on having balance in net with a reliable 
partner. 

That’s where Raanta comes in. 

While the downward trend in Andersen’s game is highlighted in blue in 
the chart above, for Raanta in purple, it’s the size of those data points 
that stands out. Playing time, or a lack thereof, is one of the defining 
qualities of his career. Injuries derailed his time in Arizona when he got 
his first shot at a starting role. There, he played 104 games over the past 
four seasons, saving 92 percent of the all situation shots he faced and 28 
more goals than expected. 

With any player, context is important — and that can be particularly true 
for a goaltender. Raanta didn’t play behind an elite defense with the 
Coyotes, as the red areas of the heat maps below show. 

The Finnish goaltender met the challenge of that workload through the 
years, especially in his first year in Arizona where he saved 25 more 
goals than expected in 47 games — a career best in performance and 
durability.  But in two of those four years in Arizona, he was limited to just 
12 games apiece — testing his ability to get back into a rhythm between 
starts and injuries. 

Via HockeyViz 

Despite injuries shortening his recent seasons, Raanta feels he can still 
handle playing a significant workload and playing more will allow him to 
improve on the fly. 

“I feel like every goalie who can play a lot of games, you can always 
improve when you get that next chance quickly. If you have a bad game, 
you just jump right in and keep playing,” Raanta said. 

While there isn’t a structured plan for playing time distribution, he’s 
hoping to get playing time and perform at a high level. After years of 
playing behind subpar defenses, Carolina should be a change of pace. 

Raanta credited the team’s hard work and “no quit” mentality. 

“When you see the guys who are in front of me and all the D there, and 
obviously even if you have a great defense, you still need your forwards 
to work hard to come back and help you in your own zone,” he said. “I 
think the Hurricanes have been that kind of team for a couple years now.” 

The 6-foot tall netminder knows size isn’t his strength, unlike his new 
goaltending partner, Andersen. That’s something the team in front of the 
crease will have to keep in mind, too. His game relies on his ability to 
move in the crease, his flexibility and, most importantly, reading plays. 

“You don’t want to be overplaying things, you just want to stay calm and 
wait for the plays to come to you and then react. I think that’s kind of 
what my game’s going to be,” Raanta said. 

That’s what he’s going to focus on to help get back to his game from a 
few seasons ago. 

“Hopefully I can bring back that old me from a couple years ago,” he said. 
“I think the last couple years, I’ve been playing a little bit differently or at 
least it feels like that, so hopefully I can get that confidence back and 
trust myself, make the saves whenever I need to.” 

Carolina made a safe bet with the Raanta signing because a $2 million 
cap hit is closer to that of a backup than a netminder who could evenly 
rotate with Andersen. But they’ll likely need closer to a shared split to find 
success with this tandem. 

Both goaltenders can technically fit the “veteran” role Waddell so craved 
in the regular season, and both have promising features that maybe just 
needed a change of scenery. But, given their playoff histories, it’s tough 
to expect this tandem — as it stands — will take this team to the next 
step on paper. The Canes are no doubt relying on bounce-back seasons 
from both netminders. 

Raanta started in none of the five career playoff games he’s played, 
allowed eight goals in those five games, and in the last two had a 6.00 
GAA and a .714 save percentage. Don’t judge him too harshly for that 
because he didn’t get the chance to start, and there was much more 
going on around him to cause that than his performance in net — but it 
still needs to be said. Again, he’s played in front of some weak defenses 
and his upside is breathtaking, but this is a risk no matter how you spin it. 

There’s risk to the strategy since there are no guarantees with either 
netminder; an injury to Raanta or struggles from Andersen could quickly 
put this team back on the hunt for another goalie. But there’s the reward 
of a cost-effective tandem if both can rebound to that level from just a few 
seasons ago. It’ll be a true test of Carolina’s apparent ability to squeeze 
the most out of its players — Andersen and Raanta at their best could be 
one of the strongest goaltending duos in the league. But that’s asking a 
lot. 
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The Athletic / ‘In-game betting but on steroids’: Sinclair’s sports 
broadcast of the future 

 

By Daniel Kaplan  

Aug 4, 2021  

  

Could some NBA, NHL and MLB games next year be served up akin to a 
Las Vegas sportsbook screen, with changing odds and heavy gamblers 
comped the subscription to the service? 

That is the vision at least outlined Wednesday by Chris Ripley, CEO of 
Sinclair Broadcast Group, whose Bally Sports Regional Networks are 
negotiating with those leagues to obtain streaming rights for a planned 
direct-to-consumer (DTC) launch next year. Ripley told investors on an 
earnings call Wednesday morning the service would be “like in-game 
betting but on steroids.” Sinclair’s RSNs currently broadcast 42 teams: 14 
in MLB, 16 in the NBA and 12 NHL teams. 

“For a person who is heavily engaged in sports betting, I envision a 
significant amount of income coming from watch-and-play, which is the 
gamification, real-time gamification of a sporting event, where they can 
play it like a video game,” Ripley said. “They can be having at risk at … 
money on the line, positions that are changing … every 10 to 20 
seconds, based on their actions. 

“And, actually, the first we’re working on that experience with Ballys, first 
up in tennis, tennis, you know, is … set up very, very well to do that. But 
we’re going to move that same philosophy through MLB, NBA, NHL too, 
and … we think that ends up being a very significant revenue driver, not 
only for this enterprise, but we also see a world that you alluded to where 
people engaged in that type of activity will get subsidized or comped 
subscriptions from the sportsbooks.” 

Sinclair owns the Tennis Channel. 

Ripley’s streaming service, let alone one that is gamified, has some 
rather significant hurdles. In many ways, it is the holy grail sports fans 
have long sought, the ability to buy a standalone stream of their favorite 
team divorced from a cable bundle. Even streaming the games through 
the authenticated cable app is sometimes not possible, so an 
independent stream might seem almost mythical. 

The ecosystem of professional sports, even with changing consumption 
habits, is aligned against it. Teams sell their rights to regional sports 
channels, which then sell them to cable, satellite and other distributors, 
who then package the games into a bundle sold to consumers. Contracts 
are in place each step of the way, so if streaming rights are stripped out, 
could that upset the proverbial apple cart if the audience migrates? 

“Sinclair CEO Ripley says they only need 5 percent uptake of their DTC 
regional sports network service but makes NO mention of how it will 
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impact their carriage deals/relationships with multichannel video 
distributors who are DYING to drop or tier absurdly expensive RSNs,” 
media analyst Rich Greenfield tweeted during the earnings call. 

And he added in another tweet, “Sinclair $SBGI mgmt continuing to pitch 
their absurd direct-to-consumer regional sports streaming plan says this 
will mostly appeal to younger viewers Yeah … we’re sure young 
consumers are excited to pay $25+ for access to local MLB/NHL/NBA 
games that they aren’t watching.” 

Sinclair has not said how much a streamed RSN might cost, but the 
minimum figure floated is $20 per month, with Greenfield putting it at a 
pricier $25 or more. 

Media consultant Patrick Crakes, a former Fox Sports executive, said the 
big issue is securing rights from the teams and distributors to stream 
more than a marginal number of games. 

“They don’t have all the rights for that,” he said. “For this product to be 
more than a niche product, they need to have a reasonable amount, a lot 
of games there; they can gamify them, not gamify them, that doesn’t 
matter. They need live games in there. 

“But the truth of the matter is getting to simulcast games that are 
allocated to the RSNs or even getting exclusive games will require 
distributor cooperation. The distributors are telling everybody, I mean, 
they’re telling me, they’re telling reporters, they’re telling everybody they 
haven’t talked to Sinclair about this. So that’s going to take a while.” 

Ripley, however, said during the investors call he had buy-in from 
distributors (cable providers for example). 

“We have … clearance, we have the right to do that from the 
distributors,” Ripley said. “And then in terms of the teams, we do have to 
renew, complete our renewals for, for the NHL and NBA and there are a 
few … there are several teams that on the MLB side which we have to … 
secure the DTC rights for.” 

According to Sinclair’s research, he said, a new streaming service does 
not eat into the RSN audience in a material way. Distributors would have 
to be convinced of that to allow a streaming service. 

“There’s no question video consumption habits have and are continuing 
to change, with people opting to consume content outside of traditional 
linear channels,” Ripley said. “So we need to be able to provide them 
with content however and wherever they want to receive it. Having said 
that, we believe that demand for sports content within the traditional 
cable and satellite bundle will continue to be strong, as evidenced by the 
rating strength of local sports that I referenced. In fact, our proprietary 
research shows that any cannibalization that DTC product may have on 
cable and satellite subscribers is expected to be relatively low.” 

Sinclair-owned and operated RSN portfolio includes the following 19 
network brands: Bally Sports Arizona, Bally Sports Detroit, Bally Sports 
Florida, Bally Sports Great Lakes, Bally Sports Kansas City, Bally Sports 
Indiana, Bally Sports Midwest, Bally Sports New Orleans, Bally Sports 
North, Bally Sports Ohio, Bally Sports Oklahoma, Bally Sports San 
Diego, Bally Sports SoCal, Bally Sports South, Bally Sports Southeast, 
Bally Sports Southwest, Bally Sports Sun, Bally Sports West and Bally 
Sports Wisconsin. 

Bally acquired naming rights for the stations in March. 

Increasingly, Sinclair is including equity in its payments to teams in an 
effort to reduce costs and align its interests with the franchises. 

“Ownership was granted to our most recent renewals with the last three 
MLB teams,” Ripley said. “And, you know, that is a strategy which we’ve 
been very open about in terms of substituting cash payments for equity 
distribution … And we don’t get into … how many teams, which teams 
are coming up in the future as a matter of policy, but we tend to have 
teams coming up every year. And … equity will be part of the mix.” 
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The Athletic / Team Canada summer showcase: U18 standouts and 
World Junior roster projection 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Aug 4, 2021  

  

Instead of participating in the World Junior Summer Showcase in 
Plymouth, Mich., or the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in Slovakia, Hockey Canada 
hosted its own showcase this week in Calgary for nearly 100 of its best 
under-18 and under-20 players. 

I spent six days at the event, spanning 18 practices and seven games 
(three U18 games, two U20 games and a pair of games where the two 
groups were mixed and sorted into four teams). 

Here are my notes on every drafted NHL prospect who participated, my 
standouts among the 2022 and 2023 draft-eligibles and an early roster 
projection for Team Canada’s 2022 World Junior team. 

U20 Notes 

Anaheim Ducks 

LHD Olen Zellweger: Zellweger spent much of the camp playing on the 
right side as a lefty, and I thought he handled it well considering he was 
also the youngest defenceman invited by the under-20 program. The 
skating is the skating. He can pick up his stick in his forward stride, but 
he otherwise flies through the neutral zone to lead rushes and has the 
ability to spin off pressure and create with his feet. He also played feistier 
than usual and rose to the challenge against some more advanced 
players physically, battling for pucks and keeping a lot of plays alive. He 
flashed a silky first touch, too, regularly catching difficult passes mid-
stride into a planned movement or a cross-ice pass. 

C Mason McTavish: McTavish was noticeable throughout, with a trio of 
assists and a pair of goals (including one that showcased his NHL shot). 
He really wants to use his shot from the faceoff circle on the power play, 
occasionally to his detriment, but that was my only real criticism with the 
way he looked. He also showed some impressive soft skill at times too, 
finding his way through traffic with quick dekes under sticks instead of 
always looking to play a power game. 

Arizona Coyotes 

LW/RW Dylan Guenther: Guenther’s ability on cuts and jumps really 
popped. He just explodes past flatfooted players or through seams. And 
while he uses a pretty high grip on his stick, his quick hands were 
noticeable and he did a great job getting shots off out of a deke really 
quickly to fool the goalies. I think he may have added some strength, too, 
because he looked quietly strong over pucks and able to shed checks. 
He was most noticeable off the rush, where he has always thrived and 
scored in transition in the U20s’ second game. He was also quite 
noticeable in the shootouts they’d run after each game. Even when he 
didn’t score, he had the goalies beat. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

RHD Corson Ceulemans: Ceulemans really looked to push the tempo, 
which was nice to see. He was really active in transition leading rushes, 
though he didn’t always make a play after entry (which is a pretty 
common outcome for him because he’s not particularly creative). He was 
also his usual, physical self. More or less what you’d expect out of him on 
the whole. 

C Kent Johnson: Johnson played centre, so I was happy to see him in a 
different role than the one he played for the vast majority of his freshman 
year at Michigan. I thought he was really impressive even though it didn’t 
show up on the scoresheet a ton in the first two games (but he created 
five goals in the finale). He drew a couple of penalties dancing opposing 
players laterally. Under pressure, he made soft little plays through the 
triangles of sticks and into space for himself to skate onto that drew some 
wows from the crowd of scouts. He often looked like the craftiest, most 
confident handler on the ice. He was one of the best players on the ice in 
his second and third games. 
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C/LW Cole Sillinger: Sillinger disappointed me a little in the first two 
games. There were some moments where his skill shone through or he 
was engaged physically, but I didn’t think he was much of a factor and 
he’s still got some work to do to fix his forward skating mechanics. But he 
was outstanding in the closer, scoring four (!) beautiful goals (including 
one from a one-timer in the high slot, another off a wrister in the low slot 
that cleanly beat Brett Brochu and one that he just exploded into the net). 

Carolina Hurricanes 

RW Seth Jarvis: Jarvis made a ton of little finesse plays as a passer 
without really taking over as an individual creator (despite the fact that he 
was constantly looking to shoot, I didn’t think he was much of a threat to 
score, and his only goal came on a rebound). He does such a good job 
opening up his stance and deceiving players out of it and rarely 
telegraphs any of his plays. His ability to anticipate where the puck and 
the play is going really helped him be a factor in other ways in all three 
games, though. I was particularly impressed by his facilitating, his 
skating, his work rate and the way he used smart body positioning in 
battles against bigger players. 

LHD Ronan Seeley: Seeley defended well, with an active and disruptive 
stick, faster linear speed than I remember and good timing and 
recognition on pinches. Offensively, he played more of a simplified game 
but looked to push when he could. I thought he was sound on his outlets 
and he stretched the ice a couple of times. 

Calgary Flames 

C Rory Kerins: Kerins didn’t look out of place, played in the middle third 
of the ice and scored a pair of goals in three games. He was effective 
and showed he belonged without being a standout. 

Dallas Stars 

C Mavrik Bourque: I’ve got to be honest, I expected more out of Bourque 
given his age and talent level. He can be relied upon defensively in ways 
that some of his peers can’t and consistently makes the right play instead 
of looking to force something, but I’m not sure that’s what he wants (or 
needs) to be in this environment to make the team. He’s so smart with 
the puck but I was just left wanting a little more. 

LW/RW Logan Stankoven: Stankoven looked really good in practice. Like 
borderline the best of the bunch in that setting. It didn’t really matter what 
kind of drill, either. Flow drill. Battle drill. Small area games. He was 
impressive in all of them. He was good in the games too, especially 
among the recent draftees, and scored in the opening scrimmage and 
the finale (twice) while creating throughout. I was also really impressed 
by his perimeter speed, which looked a step quicker. He burned a 
number of defenders out wide. 

Wyatt Johnston: Johnston looked a step behind and a little out of his 
element at times. His skating can kick out a little too much, slowing him 
down out there. I suspect he’ll probably play for Canada in 2023, but I 
don’t think he’s there yet. 

Detroit Red Wings 

G Sebastian Cossa: Fiery. Confident. Talkative. Doesn’t like to get beat. 
Sound on shots that he could see and a little wayward when he had to 
make the second save or things got scrambly (he’s very athletic but he 
needs to learn to control those pushes a little better). That’s Cossa. He 
was good without being lights out in the first two games but struggled 
mightily in the finale (surrendering eight goals) and got beat five-hole a 
few times, so I’m planning to keep an eye on that. 

LHD Donovan Sebrango: I think Sebrango knows that if he’s going to 
make the team, it’s likely in a complementary bottom-three shutdown 
type of role and he really dug into that in camp. He identified and hit 
some small seams with tough passes. But he mostly just ate blocks and 
played a thorny, in-your-face physical style that seemed to rub some of 
his opponents the wrong way. 

Edmonton Oilers 

RW Tyler Tullio: Tullio looked considerably stronger on his feet and that 
strength showed in his game, including in his wrister (which surprised me 
with its pop). He can wait too long to make his play, though, which slows 
things down because he’s not a skater who’s going to burn anyone. That 
put him into some tough spots occasionally. 

C/W Xavier Bourgault: Bourgault looked really quick, flashing some 
straight-line acceleration on the backcheck and in 10-foot races. I was 
impressed by his change of directions with the puck, too. His skating has 
come a long way to become a real asset. I thought he played very well in 
the first two games and peaked in the final one with three points (one 
goal, two assists) as one of the best players on the ice. 

Florida Panthers 

RW Justin Sourdif: Sourdif had one of the best camps. There are some 
quirks to his game. He uses an oddly long stick for a 5-foot-11 player, for 
one, requiring that he carries the puck way out in front of his body 
(though it benefits him in the good job he does protecting it). He racked 
up assists and scored a beautiful catch-and-release goal while looking 
good on the penalty kill. He wasn’t among my favourites to make the 
team when camp started, but I think there’s probably a role for him. 

Los Angeles Kings 

RHD Brandt Clarke: Clarke’s east-west vision was impressive as ever. 
He does such a good job changing sides. He also continued to play his 
roving style as only he could, sliding into the hashmarks to score in the 
first scrimmage. He has this way of getting into the spots to make 
something happen. I liked what I saw defensively, too. He forced some 
bad point shots when there were better plays available, but that was my 
only quibble. He stamped a strong camp with three assists in the final 
game. 

Minnesota Wild 

LHD Carson Lambos: Lambos was excellent. He was confident and 
poised with the puck on his stick, regularly beating the first layer of 
pressure and scoring from the left-wing circle in the opener. 

I spoke to Lambos on the phone this week to get an update on his health. 
He still isn’t quite ready to talk about the medical condition he had and 
the procedure he underwent to correct it, but he was in good spirits and 
happy to be back in his element. 

“Hopefully sometime in the near future but just not yet,” he said. “The 
procedure was successful and I’m back to 100 percent and fully cleared 
so I don’t have to really worry about it anymore. It has been really good 
for me and I can get back to work with no excuses.” 

LHD Ryan O’Rourke: O’Rourke was a thorn in the side of opposing 
players all week and smiling every step of the way, so about on brand. 

Montreal Canadiens 

LHD Kaiden Guhle: I know the Hockey Canada brass loves him, I 
understand why they do, and he may be the captain of this year’s team, 
but I didn’t actually think Guhle was at his best until the final game of the 
showcase (where he was one of the best players on the ice and involved 
at both ends). He got burned one-on-one too much for a guy as big and 
athletic as he is. His passes were often a little off. He made a couple of 
plays along the way and snuffed out his usual share defensively but he 
just looked a little rusty and sloppy early on in the week. 

LHD William Trudeau: Trudeau was consistently good. He walks the line 
effectively, he showed he’s a smooth transition passer and he played a 
strong, physical game when he needed to. 

Nashville Predators 

LW/RW Luke Evangelista: Evangelista’s release seemed to be fooling 
goalies off the blade and he was finding his spots in the net with its 
accuracy, frequently going post-and-in in practice. I thought he was 
confident in possession as well and made a couple of nice extra passes 
to hit the trailer. He also looked heavier than a year ago. I still want to 
see his skating improve, though. It can look sloppy. 

LW Zachary L’Heureux: L’Heureux was one of the best players in camp, 
with four points and three nice goals (including one off a steal) to show 
for it. His stride looked a little choppier than I remember it but he was all 
over the ice, the power is there in his stride to compensate, he played 
within himself and he really leaned into his snapshot (which comes off 
quickly) a couple of times. 

New York Islanders 
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RW William Dufour: Dufour’s hard wrister and presence over the puck 
were noticeable in spurts, but they also came with his sluggish stride and 
propensity to bobble possession. I don’t think he’s quite at this level. 

G Tristan Lennox: Too many shots still beat Lennox clean and he’s a split 
second too slow when the puck gets moving. I thought he was the weak 
link in camp. 

New York Rangers 

LW Brennan Othmann: Othmann didn’t play with prominent lineups and 
took his turn as a 13th forward but was still consistently making things 
happen offensively. His outside speed looks improved and he beat his 
guy wide more often than not. And while he can drift to the perimeter in 
possession, I thought he did a good job feeding pucks into the interior to 
create chances (and goals) for his linemates. 

G Dylan Garand: Garand was good. He looked like a returnee and never 
seemed bothered or panicked in the net, which each of the other four did 
at times. 

Ottawa Senators 

C Ridly Greig: Greig was noticeable in that he keeps himself involved in 
the play. But his stride still kicks out on the pick-up and I didn’t think a ton 
came out of all of his hard work. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

RW/LW Connor McClennon: McLennon’s skill really flashed in traffic and 
in the shootout, and he played a feistier game than he usually does, but 
he wasn’t a major factor. 

RW Zayde Wisdom: Wisdom feasted on battle drills in practice and was a 
consistent shift-to-shift presence in the games. Nobody wants to give or 
take a bump from him to fight for possession, so he can hold onto the 
puck and push into space with relative ease at this level. His playmaking 
has also come a long way. He hit tough holes in coverage (through feet, 
under sticks) as a passer and demonstrated some sneaky good hands in 
traffic. 

St. Louis Blues 

LW Jake Neighbours: Neighbours was most noticeable when he was 
physical along the wall at even strength and posting up for his one-timer 
from his off-wing on the power play. He can really shoot it from the right-
wing faceoff circle and it’s not hard to imagine him in that role on 
Canada’s power play come Boxing Day. There were times where 
Neighbours dropped his head in possession or his passes looked sloppy, 
though. 

C/LW Zachary Bolduc: Bolduc’s made a number of really nice plays off 
the wing and the wall, especially as a passer (though he also scored two 
goals in the final game), and looked really good in his penalty killing reps. 
I thought he was a factor on most shifts offensively with the puck on his 
stick (especially on cuts) and one of the better 2003-born forwards in 
camp. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

RHD Jack Thompson: Thompson got his shots through and played his 
sturdy, physically engaged style. I’m not sure he’s strong enough in any 
one area to earn a roster spot, though. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

LHD Lukas Cormier: Offensively, Cormier was the most impactful 
defenceman in camp. He activated off the point and into the rush eagerly. 
He drove the middle of the ice. And he pushed for chances even on the 
penalty kill (and drew a penalty while shorthanded). That shouldn’t 
overcast how effective he was (and is) defensively, either though. He’s 
feistier than people realize. He’s disruptive defensively. And he takes 
away time and space effectively. I expect him to be one of Canada’s 
power play QBs and a big part of the team. 

Winnipeg Jets 

LW Cole Perfetti: Perfetti was the best forward in camp. He’s a lock for 
the first-line left wing role and a letter if he’s allowed to play. His hands 
under pressure to be able to feed pucks into space and shape passes 
around defenders really differentiate him (including off his backhand, 

where he’s excellent). He also did a really good job getting his shots off 
around sticks with little adjustments. There’s just an uncanny poise that 
he has with the puck. He’s still got a very upright skating stance but the 
rest of the makings of a star NHL forward are there. He didn’t play in the 
finale but I’m told that it’s nothing serious and he was just kept out for 
precautionary reasons because he was a little banged up. 

Washington Capitals 

G Garin Bjorklund: I thought Bjorklund played well. He really battles to 
stay in plays and gets to a lot of second pucks. 

RHD Vincent Iorio: Iorio was more aggressive and confident on the 
attack than I expected while playing his usual polished game defensively. 
I don’t think he’ll make the team but they paired him with some good 
players (including Cormier, who is a lock) and he played well. 

C Hendrix Lapierre: I didn’t think Lapierre was quite as dominant as I 
hoped he’d be but his hands are just so quick and allowed him to dance 
players one-on-one and beat the first defender (or the goalie) all week. 
He also looks stronger in battles than a year ago and did a good job. His 
playmaking was strong as usual too and he consistently hit the second or 
third option in coverage with a leading pass. 

Others 

C Shane Wright (2022): I don’t think the scouts in attendance saw the 
best of Wright. He was much better defensively than offensively, which is 
a testament to both his approach (he sacrifices offence to support low) 
and his physical maturity. He’s got such a low centre of gravity and base 
in his stride, with this bowed gait that allows him to push through contact. 
He’s really strong through his drives up the ice or on the backcheck, too. 

Nathan Gaucher (2022): Gaucher didn’t shy away from the physical side 
but he looked like he was a year or two behind in most other ways, which 
is fine! 

RHD Miguel Tourigny: The smallest guy on the ice didn’t play like it. He’s 
a long shot to make the team at best and didn’t change that with his play 
this week, but I thought he played hard defensively, rose to the challenge 
against some strong players and tried to play his active offensive game 
when opportunity allowed. 

G Brett Brochu: It was an up-and-down week for Brochu but I’m a big fan 
of his game, despite his small frame. His scramble capability is real, even 
when he’s down on his knees and looks out of it and he stays on his feet 
long enough to make the high saves, which is tricky. 

Injured: Zach Dean (Golden Knights), Daemon Hunt (Wild) 

U18 Standouts 

C/RW Adam Fantilli (2023): Fantilli was one of only five 2023 prospects 
at the U18 game and he was the best player on the ice all week whether 
he was at centre or right wing. He blew me away. He looked comfortable 
inside the offensive zone. He kept his feet moving (which makes him a lot 
to handle). He scored multiple goals with low, hard shots and created 
multiple others off impressive sequences inside the offensive zone. He 
showed he could protect the puck and shade in and out of coverage with 
it. His curl and drag shot really popped. His skating looked powerful, 
beating whoever he wanted wide at will. He was a monster in transition. 
He led his teammates with passes when plays to the slot for himself 
weren’t there. And it was just about every single shift, right through to the 
game against some U20 competition (where he scored twice). As one 
source described him: “He’s a horse.” He was named the player of the 
game in the finale. 

C/LW David Goyette (2022): Goyette’s effortless, flowing stride really 
captivated me. He’s a beautiful skater who catches and handles pucks at 
full speed, tries (and executes) things offensively with his hands and 
stays on the puck to make things happen inside the offensive zone. He 
looked like a first-rounder. 

C/RW Matthew Poitras (2022): Every game I’d find myself drawn to 
Poitras and when it was over he’d have a couple points. He’s a crafty 
playmaker who can play with the puck on his stick or play the give-and-
go in and out of space. I liked his game defensively too, despite his 
smallish frame. He did a good job supporting play and then pushing 
tempo back in the other direction. 
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LW Jordan Gustafson (2022): Gustafson, who played in the WHL last 
year and posted 11 points in 23 games with Seattle, was excellent aside 
from one bad penalty. He’s good below the goal line in puck protection, 
he’s a heady passer and he’s got really soft hands. 

RW Sam Alfano (2022): I didn’t know much about Alfano coming in but 
he caught my eye for different reasons than the rest. He’s big (6-foot-3, 
181 pounds) and his skating can look sluggish in short races but he can 
really get going once he gets moving when he’s driving up ice and wide. 
He goes to traffic and there were shifts where he was everywhere and 
his presence was really felt. I’m intrigued! 

C Connor Bedard (2023): Bedard is noticeable by default. That inside-out 
cut into a low hard wrister of his is unbelievable. He’s got one of the best 
shooting actions in motion I’ve ever seen in the way he drops the puck 
into the middle of his stance and then rips through it. He’s an underrated 
puck thief. He showed creativity as a passer. He’s fast through his 
crossovers. He has this way of getting free even when he’s a marked 
man. My one complaint was that he was a little too eager to get ahead of 
the play offensively. 

C Matthew Savoie (2022): Savoie was far and away the most gifted 
player in camp with the puck on his stick not named Bedard. His hands 
really flashed side-to-side. He’s got an NHL shot (which he likes to go 
five-hole with or try to rip high but also put under the bar from a bad 
angle …). He made some excellent plays in traffic to get into scoring 
spots for himself and used coverage as a tool to open up his teammates 
for small-area passes. He split the D a few times and there’s deception in 
all areas of his game. He also played with a bit of a chip on his shoulder. 
The kind of player who gets me excited to show up to the rink to watch. 
He was named the player of the game in the finale. 

C Hunter Haight (2022): Haight’s vision and playmaking ability through 
layers to the weak side really flashed multiple times, earning him a spot 
on this list. He also scored four goals, including a hat trick in the finale 
(he looked great in the finale before the goals came too). He’s a very 
clever little player. 

C/W Markus Vidicek (2022): Vidicek’s a slick playmaker with a good 
acceleration gear who plays a gifted offensive game built upon a filthy set 
of hands that were evident whenever he was under pressure. 

LW Brandon Lisowsky (2022): Lisowsky’s a small but stocky individual 
creator with quick hands, a physical disposition, a strong skating stride 
and legitimate power play tools. The puck seemed to follow him 
throughout camp. 

Canada roster projection 

Note: The following lineup assumes that Canada will receive each of the 
five potential returnees from their respective NHL clubs.  

The top six forwards there, plus Wright and McTavish (who each could 
play in the top six and on the power play but I slotted in their spots due to 
stylistic fit) are locks. The way head coach Dave Cameron spoke about 
L’Heureux (and the way he played this week), I suspect he’s a strong bet 
for the bottom six. So that leaves Lapierre, Sourdif and Wisdom as the 
bubble guys. There are arguments for any of the players I’ve got listed as 
extras in their place but Sourdif looked too good to snub all week, 
Lapierre’s a needed left-shot passer and Wisdom fits in a checking role. 
Bedard is obviously the wild card because I suspect he plays his way 
onto the team, even if he starts out as an extra (as has often been the 
case with younger Canadian players at the world juniors). It’s hard to 
imagine Mavrik Bourque, who can play anywhere, or Tyson Foerster, 
who wasn’t at camp but could easily slot in where I have Sourdif, not on 
the team, though. That’s quite the group of forwards, either way. There 
will be tough choices even if they don’t get Perfetti and Quinton Byfield 
back. And that’s without even really considering players like Sillinger and 
Stankoven, who I think the world of but will probably lose out to older 
players. 

The same goes on defence. Those top four are givens. The third pairing 
is where things get interesting. Because Power, Drysdale and Cormier 
can all run the power play, I wonder if Clarke’s path is actually a little 
tougher than it should be (though there’s a good chance Power and 
Drysdale aren’t there). The allure of O’Rourke and Sebrango as 
defensive types in depth roles will be strong, too. 

And I suspect Cossa and Garand trade games in group play in net and 
that the only real battle for a roster spot in goal is for the third choice. I’m 
still partial to Brochu over Bjorkland and Lennox. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How bad teammates can disrupt dressing rooms, team 
chemistry 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

August 4, 2021, 9:37 PM 

 

Jerks don’t know they’re jerks because they aren’t constantly jerkish. It 
would be a lot easier if they knew, but alas, they do not. Think about the 
ones you’ve let into your life – there has to be stretches of times they’re 
decent, or you’d have never let them in to begin with. But over time a 
pattern of jerk-like moments emerges, and all the runs of decency start to 
exist in their shadow. 

Those people choose to see the other times, the more decent ones, as 
what defines them rather than the bad moments, which they see as 
outliers. Everyone deserves chances and has their imperfect moments, 
of course, but sometimes the balance is just tipped too heavily the wrong 
way for them to be right on that. 

This is a winding way into the conversation about Anthony DeAngelo and 
Evander Kane, two players who have earned clear reputations for 
themselves around the NHL. If that reads like me calling them jerks, well, 
I don’t personally know them, so it’s more like me relaying that the guys 
they play with think they’re deserving of the label. 

Here’s a news update from San Jose Sharks beat writer Kevin Kurz 
that’s titled “Several Sharks teammates don’t want Evander Kane back 
on the team.” The NHL is investigating Kane after his wife alleged that he 
is "compulsive gambling addict" who has thrown games to win money. 
Kane has adamantly denied the allegations. Here’s an article from earlier 
this year called “Tony DeAngelo should be out of chances” by Shayna 
Goldman that compiles a list of his transgressions, including reportedly 
getting in an altercation with former New York Rangers teammate 
Alexandar Georgiev, roughing up officials and using a slur against a 
teammate while with the OHL's Sarnia Sting. He wasn’t bought out of his 
lucrative contract because he’s not talented — it’s the jerk thing. 

And so here we are, with a 25-year-old right-shot D-man that can ably 
run an NHL power-play one scraping for a one-year deal just above 
league minimum, and the Sharks trying to trade a bruising forward who 
scored 22 times in two-thirds of a season with no left-winger depth 
behind him. Being a good teammate: apparently important to NHL teams. 

So how big a deal is this, really? How much can a hockey dressing room 
survive jerks, and bad teammates, because let’s face it — there’s a 
sliding scale here. We see teams put up with larger amounts of jerkish 
behaviour from better players. Meanwhile, NHL fourth lines are almost 
devoid of personality issues, because nobody is putting up with a fringe 
player making league minimum who’s also a problem. Those players are 
easier to replace given the smaller talent downgrade from one 
replacement-level guy to the next. 

Hockey teams play within systems, links in a chain that rely on one 
another to stay together. If one single person doesn’t do their job, others 
must abandon their posts to cover, and the links fall apart. Often, to 
execute a system, players must leave areas of the rink open and trust 
that someone else is switching to that spot, which can feel like a trust fall. 
Only in hockey, if you just hesitate – which can happen if you’ve been 
burned before – you can be too late getting to where you need to be, and 
the metaphorical fall can be all the way to the ground. Bam, goal against. 

Trust between teammates is paramount, and players who take risks to 
maybe get an offensive bounce can occasionally subvert that. 
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On the ice, demonstrating that the team's needs come first is easy. You 
can block shots, take hits to move the puck somewhere more 
advantageous and change when your line is heading into the offensive 
zone rather than the opposite. The list is long. 

These things bleed off the rink. Most pros today put in the extra time in 
the gym to be stronger. Most players are punctual so everyone can keep 
their schedules moving and have time to do the things they need to do to 
prepare for practice and games. Most players take care of themselves off 
the ice so they can be their best, which benefits everybody. 

Much like in any place of business, it can rub people the wrong way 
when co-workers obviously prioritize their interests over the teams, 
whether that be on the ice or off — in the cubicles or out of them. 

For these jerks, they’d argue that they still perform in the upper echelon 
of the league doing it their way, so “watch your own bobber.” (I love that 
expression — essentially, control what you can control and don’t look 
over here and worry about what I have going on.) 

By and large, teams and players do their best to do that, as long as that 
performance is up to snuff. It’s still wildly frustrating see someone play 
well who could play better, but it’s tough to argue with good play. And so, 
jerks exist on teams and in the league and aren’t punted out entirely. 

There’s a threshold though where teams don’t care how well you play if 
you make being at the rink miserable for everyone. That probably 
involves verbal and physical abuses, being regularly tardy so others can’t 
do their jobs, and just generally being a curmudgeon who doesn’t want to 
buy in and pull the rope the same direction as everyone else. 

The common refrain I’ve heard is that a team with a good culture can 
take on a player who’s self-centred and survive just fine, but you never 
want two of them. Dressing room wisdom says that players like that 
gravitate towards one another and form a coalition of negativity, which is 
a larger problem if they’re a pair that like to drink, gamble and generally 
carouse. They can enable one another, try to bait in others and form 
legitimate opposition to the common cause. 

I wouldn’t know how many guys you’d label “jerks” around the NHL, but it 
isn’t many, at least not the out-and-out kind that are genuinely self-
motivated with little regard for others. Maybe there’s a dozen? Two 
dozen, depending on how you set your arbitrary cut-off of acceptable? 
But this is part of the reason these guys are tough to find homes for 
around the league — if nobody wants two on any given team, and there’s 
already a number of them out there, then there are not many teams left 
to choose from. And in Kane’s case, with the big salary in a tight salary 
world, and his larger off-ice problems still unfolding in real-time, it’s 
almost impossible to see a team thinking he’s worth taking on. 

Hockey players are justifiably mocked for being comically homogeneous, 
with bland stock answers coming from a line of guys with cookie-cutter 
appearances. It’s at the root of the sport’s issue with an utter lack of 
diversity, from appearances to voices to opinions and more (that’s a 
much bigger issue than just “how do jerks disrupt what pro hockey teams 
are trying to do”). Much of that general vanilla-ness stems from a desire 
to portray themselves as players that can fit in, and can help any team 
that’s trying to pull that rope in one very specific direction. I think they’re 
subconsciously signalling their willingness to play the system, be a part 
of the bigger machine and not cause anyone’s energy to be spent 
cleaning up additional issues. 

Teams root out jerks the way the body roots out viruses, as they take 
energy to remove but will let the greater system function better once 
eliminated. Fevers are your body raising its own temperature to make 
that happen. Fevers in hockey teams are “Several Sharks teammates 
don’t want Evander Kane back on the team.” 

As I mentioned, there’s a sliding scale of how big a jerk you’re allowed to 
be in hockey (and many lines of work), and it directly correlates to how 
talented you are. Morally, that’s not how it should work. But with job 
preservation a priority for most in front offices, and elite talent hard to 
come by, that’s reality. 

It’s possible that DeAngelo has learned his lesson, and will mature. It’s 
possible that playing for Rod Brind’Amour and the Carolina Hurricanes 
organization will keep him in check. It’s possible that Kane finds a new 
home, scores goals and stays out of trouble for a while. 

Jerks aren’t always jerks, and while under extra scrutiny the way these 
two are, I’m guessing things are fine with both for a while, at least in 
terms of not adding additional issues to their respective piles. But these 
patterns of bad behaviour rarely just die out forever. I’d bet that the issue 
won’t be for their teams in the immediate season ahead, but the next 
ones who bet on them having changed for good. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After transformative summer, key to Canucks' redemption 
is commitment 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

August 4, 2021, 3:48 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- For one summer and the hockey season that followed, 
Travis Green’s buzzword for his players was “adaptable.” 

The coronavirus forced change and adaptability on all of us. 

But after a miserable pandemic season for the Vancouver Canucks, who 
plummeted from within a game of the Stanley Cup playoffs’ final four to 
one game from the bottom four in the National Hockey League standings, 
the coach has new buzzwords. 

“Commitment,” Green said Tuesday night from his Southern California 
home. “And a little bit of redemption.” 

Green told Sportsnet he is excited about the Oliver Ekman-Larsson trade 
and other July upgrades that have made the Canucks deeper and better. 
But the key to getting back to the playoffs next season is the commitment 
from everyone in the organization to be better and, especially, for 
Vancouver’s key, young players to keep pushing for improvement. 

In one of his first interviews since general manager Jim Benning’s roster 
renovation, which included acquiring Ekman-Larsson, Conor Garland and 
Jason Dickinson in trade and a pile of players in free agency to push for 
depth positions, Green also said incumbent J.T. Miller could play centre 
next season as the coaching staff takes advantage of the options created 
by the improved lineup. 

Green said it was vital to reinvigorate the organization after last season, 
and the upgrades the Canucks have made has everyone excited about 
returning to training camp in September. 

“I think it was important,” Green said. “It was a very hard season last 
year, emotionally, physically. Especially after the season before when we 
had such positive energy at the end of the year, and everyone was 
looking forward to the next season, last year was miserable quite 
honestly. I think it really left a mark on our players, on our coaches and 
our management team and our ownership. 

“It took me a while to even have year-end meetings, just because I 
wanted to make sure that the message was right, and I just felt like I 
needed some time and I think the players needed some time to even talk 
about season. You're going to come back the next year and you want to 
be better, but there has to be a commitment to be better. The easy thing 
to say is: 'Hey, let's be better.' But that takes a commitment. . . from 
everyone in the organization.” 

Benning’s marquee additions from a year ago, goalie Braden Holtby and 
defenceman Nate Schmidt, were jettisoned last week. Jake Virtanen was 
bought out, and Loui Eriksson, Antoine Roussel and Jay Beagle and their 
bad contracts were sent to Arizona with first- and second-round picks in 
exchange for defenceman Ekman-Larsson (and $43.56-million in cap 
charges) and Garland, the dynamic winger who was quickly signed to a 
five-year, $24.75-million contract. 

“When you're adding quality players like Oliver and Conor, it's hard not to 
get excited,” Green said. “I think there's a lot of left in (Ekman-Larsson). 
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After speaking with him and watching video on him, I have no doubt that 
he's going to have a really good season this year. Admittedly, he said he 
didn't play his best last year and maybe even a little bit before that. 
Sometimes a change of scenery really helps a player. I think we're 
getting a player who's hungry also to have a real big season and a big 
bounce back. He's going to help us in a lot of ways.” 

And Garland? 

“I've noticed him right from his rookie season,” Green said. “When he first 
got called up, it was hard not to notice him. His engine runs hot, he's 
competitive, he's feisty. The eye test, when you watch him, it's hard not 
to notice him. And analytically, he's got very good numbers. He is still 
coming into his own; he hasn't played a lot of games in the NHL. I think 
you can say that about a lot of our players: there's still more to give and 
they haven't hit their ceiling. 

“I don't put any of the blame (for last season) on anyone that has left our 
team. I think everyone's part of the blame. As a group, we just did not 
have a very good season. The one thing is that we're committed to being 
better this season, and we've started that process. You couldn't ask for a 
better commitment than what our organization has done so far (this 
summer) but we've still got a lot of work to do.” 

Even in August, Green was coy about lineup deployments, but it’s not 
automatic that Garland plays with captain Bo Horvat on the second line 
while Dickinson centres the third. 

“What I like is that we're going to have options,” Green said. “With J.T. 
playing centre last year, out of necessity, I think he grew into that 
position. I think that gives us some flexibility where we could run our 
centres in different options if we want to. Obviously, we've got some 
young wingers with Vasily Podkolzin and Nils Hoglander. I never. . . want 
to put pressure on a young player to be at a certain level. But I'm also 
hopeful that (Podkolzin) can play in that top nine and we’ll see where we 
end up with the lines. We'll probably try a lot of different combinations in 
camp and in exhibition.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

With the salary cap and trade-capital limitations, the Canucks didn’t 
upgrade their defence like they did the forwards group. Ekman-Larsson 
over Alex Edler, the career-Canuck who signed with the Los Angeles 
Kings, is an upgrade. But signing Tucker Poolman to replace Nate 
Schmidt is a downgrade. So where is the improvement? 

Green: “Every team has stronger and weaker defencemen individually. I 
like the group of defencemen that we have. But team defence is exactly 
that -- it's team defence. Part of that is commitment when you're in your 
own zone, part of that is a commitment not to cheat in certain areas of 
the game, and part of that is having the puck more. With the changes 
we've made, we will have the puck more. But we're going to have to be 
very committed in certain parts of our game.” 

There’s that C-word again. 

Green also mentioned the P-word, but wasn’t as emphatic as GM 
Benning about projecting the Canucks as a playoff team. 

“That will be our expectation from our group going into the year,” he said. 
“And yet, as a coach and team, amongst our players, we don't start 
looking at the end of the season and talking about what we're going to do 
in the playoffs. I think that's dangerous when you start doing that. There's 
definitely a process to everything. Right now as coaches, we want to get 
our team prepared for Game 1. But I can tell you that our long-term goals 
are to be in the playoffs next year.” 

Training camp opens Sept. 23 in Abbotsford, and the Canucks’ first pre-
season game is against the Seattle Kraken in Spokane, Wash., three 
nights later. 
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NCAA players hope to make impact for Team Canada at worlds 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

This year’s Canadian centralization roster represents a changing of the 
guard for the entire program ahead of the 2021 IIHF Women's World 
Hockey Championship. 

There are a number of roster spots at forward and defence up for grabs 
ahead of cuts on Thursday, with the possibility that as many as 10 
players could make their world championship debut later this month. 

The current group in Calgary has just five players who are over 30 years 
old, led by stars Marie-Philip Poulin, Brianne Jenner, and Natalie 
Spooner. 

Gone are roster mainstays of the past such as Laura Fortino, Meghan 
Agosta, and Brigette Lacquette, veterans who played significant roles at 
previous Olympics and world championships.  

Among those vying to take their place is a quadrant of current NCAA 
players in Ashton Bell, Emma Maltais, Julia Gosling, and Sarah Fillier in 
what head coach Troy Ryan called a “changing of the cycle” for the 
program. The other players on the centralization roster played in the 
Professional Women's Hockey Players Association regional hubs this 
past season. 

TSN spoke with Bell, Maltais, and Gosling (Fillier was unavailable for an 
interview) about their experience at camp, and had Ryan weigh in on all 
four players.  

Ashton Bell, D, 21, University of Minnesota-Duluth 

On her experience at training camp: 

“It’s been awesome so far. The older girls have been great showing us 
the ropes and answering any questions we have.” 

On having the chance to learn from players she grew up admiring: 

“I have definitely looked up to a lot of these girls growing up and watching 
them compete at Olympics. Jocelyne Larocque and Renata Fast have 
been awesome with me, just helping me out and, if I have any questions, 
just being open to answer them for me.” 

Ryan on what Bell brings to the program:  

“Ashton is a great player. I had the privilege of coaching her at the U18 
World Championship for Canada. She previously was a forward, so she’s 
just transitioning from a forward to a D. With that, you have to give 
players time to adjust, and Ashton’s done a great job adjusting. She has 
a big presence, plays the game the right way, good body posture, good 
point shot. She’s fun to work with right now.” 

Emma Maltais, F, 21 , Ohio State 

On her experience at training camp: 

“It’s really a remarkable experience. We get to look up to all the older 
girls, a lot of which are our role models growing up. Just being here in 
general is such an honour, and then getting the opportunity to learn from 
them is something you can’t even explain.” 

On having the chance to learn from players she grew up admiring: 

“Marie-Philip Poulin and Natalie Spooner are two particular players I 
looked up to growing up. Natalie also went to Ohio State and Poulin is 
such an amazing player. It’s really cool to get to know them as people, 
too.” 

Ryan on what Maltais brings to the program: 

“Watching Emma at practice, she’s just a ball of energy. One of the 
things we’re trying to do is play the game a little faster and the way she 
forechecks is the way we would like our entire team to forecheck. She’s 
hungry on pucks. She doesn’t mind playing physical and she’s been a 
great addition to our program.” 
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Julia Gosling, F, 20, St. Lawrence University 

On her experience at training camp: 

“It’s really just an unbelievable experience and we learn a lot from these 
girls because they’ve been through so much through hockey. Just 
looking up to them and learning is unreal and is just going to make us 
better hockey players.” 

On having the chance to learn from players she grew up admiring: 

“Mine is Natalie Spooner and Brianne Jenner. Being from Ontario, and 
watching them in the Olympics in 2014 is when I started idolizing these 
people. Whenever I saw them at any rink, I was like, ‘Oh my God. 
They’re so cool and so good at hockey.’ Now being with them, it’s an 
unreal experience and so good to get to know them.” 

Ryan on what Gosling brings to the program: 

“She’s been great. I think she’s the youngest player that we have in the 
mix, but the special thing about her is that she’s such a great athlete that 
the things we throw at her, she can adjust and implement them into her 
on-ice game. She has a great stick, long reach, and great shot.” 

Sarah Fillier, F, 21, Princeton 

Ryan on what Fillier brings to the program:  

“Sarah is another one that played on the same U18 team I coached 
previously. Sarah plays the game at such a fast rate of speed. She’s a 
great playmaker, she can finish. She’s done a great job at Princeton. 
Every time we went down to watch her, she’s been dominant. We’re very 
excited to have her in the program. The biggest thing with her is 
understanding how good she can be at this level. If she plays with 
confidence, I think we’re going to see some great things from her.” 
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