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NHL power rankings: Our brand new, offseason-friendly 1-32 list 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn  

If you thought The Athletic’s NHL Power Rankings had gone 
dormant for the offseason, you thought wrong. The Rankings 
are eternal. The Rankings are forever. 

Also, a bunch of stuff has happened over the last month. 
Probably should address that. 

So, with both drafts and the first couple waves of free agency 
out of the way, we alternated picks from No. 1 to No. 32. All 
individual decisions were final, so things went off the rails 
early. This is copy-and-paste, peek-behind-the-curtain stuff. 
See you in September. 

Dom Luszczyszyn 10:49 AM 
should we do a slack chat rankings 

Sean Gentille 10:56 AM 
i think we can do whatever we want 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Sean 11:29 AM 
i get the urge to go off-book immediately. that’s what any 
troll/nerd worth his salt would do, really. i’m going to resist, 
though. the Lightning are still No. 1. our rubric here is 
(somewhat notoriously) stupid, and “They just won the 
Stanley Cup” should be more than enough to keep them on 
top. 

Dom 11:32 AM 
wow one team in and we’re already fighting 

Sean 11:32 AM 
troll/nerd 

Dom 11:32 AM 
they lost their entire second line!! 
the one no one would shut up about 
kind of a big deal! 

Sean 11:36 AM 
this is a transitional set of rankings. what they did in the 
playoffs still matters to me. it won’t for long, but they deserve 
the honor. they also mitigated some of the losses fairly well 
with cheap, situational guys. I just read this somewhere: “The 
team didn’t end up losing all that much value given the 
circumstances. Eight other teams did worse and didn’t save 
nearly as much.” also, none of this matters! let them have 
this! 

Dom 11:38 AM 
“sean uses dom’s own words against him” is my favourite 
and least favourite bit 
but i’ll let you have this one. they won back-to-back cups, the 
last team that did that famously won the cup again the next 
season 

Sean 11:38 AM 
they’re not gonna do it again, and that’s fine 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Dom 11:46 AM 
that’s who i would’ve had number one, with tampa number 
two, so i’m not that mad about it. colorado deserves to be 
knocked down a peg for a few reasons; they didn’t make it 
past the second round 
they lost a bunch of talent as well in grubauer, donskoi, saad, 
graves 
mackinnon took everyone’s snacks away which is a personal 
offence to me 
but they did look like a juggernaut for much of last year, one 
of the best teams i’ve ever witnessed. winning this whole 
thing is hard but it feels like their time will come 
i think this is where things get spicy 

Sean 11:47 AM 
before we do that — have you ever had chickpea pasta? did 
all that make you buy chickpea pasta? i’m in Group 2 

Dom 11:49 AM 
i am the least healthy person i know. i operate on an uber 
eats diet subsisting of burgers, pizza, wings, burritos, sushi, 
tacos, and fried chicken. there is no chance i’m trying 
chickpea pasta 

Sean 11:52 AM 
you’ll have a choice to make in a couple years, my boy. i also 
just bought a blender. no clue how it’s come to this. anyway, 
hockey players should be allowed to have real pasta. 

Dom 11:52 AM 
not looking forward to that day 
agreed on the pasta. pasta is delicious, that shouldn’t be 
taken away from anyone 

Sean 11:59 AM 
stuff gets really stupid at 3, huh 

Dom 12:01 PM 
yes 
but i think division strength helps one team out a lot 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Sean 12:02 PM 
yeah it’s got to be them, right? i’m trying to find a way to 
avoid it and i don’t think i can. 

Dom 12:03 PM 
don’t really love their offseason, but they didn’t lose anything 
in expansion, still have an elite team, and their top 
competition is edmonton in the pacific 

Sean 12:07 PM 
i get dumping fleury to create space. i do not get using that 
space on evgenii dadonov. i dunno, man. they got worse and 
made weird decisions, and the vibes are way off, but … i still 
think i’d pick them over teams 4-32. they still should coast to 
first place in that division, if nothing else. 
i think that’s going to be a theme here; the good teams got 
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worse, but no teams leveled up enough to scramble things at 
the top. 

Dom 12:11 PM 
yeah it feels that way for sure. i’ve already Ran The Numbers 
for next season and the top is pretty much the same as 
usual. with that being said… 

Sean 12:12 PM 
i think i know what’s coming. do it. 

Dom 12:12 PM 
(don’t say it, don’t say it, don’t say it, don’t say it, don’t say it) 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Dom 12:17 PM 
i hate them with every fibre of my being right now. i don’t 
think they deserve this until they prove something in the 
playoffs because there is Clearly something between the 
ears. but the more montreal won in the playoffs, the less 
monumental the upset felt. don’t get me wrong, it’s still the 
worst in franchise history (they were up 3-1!) but seeing 
montreal beat vegas and march all the way to the final 
alleviated some of that. toronto lost hyman, but didn’t 
technically lose anyone to expansion, and arguably improved 
their goaltending. with the age of the leafs core, with the 
knowledge that this season might be it for them, with 
everyone else at the top getting worse… it feels like this is 
where they sit. 

Sean 12:19 PM 
that is pure, unfiltered Toronto Man. “they’re shit and 
possibly broken. makes me sick. fourth-best team in the 
league though.” 

Dom 12:21 PM 
i hate it here 
but i hate it elsewhere a lil bit more 

Sean 12:22 PM 
i’d rather have mrazek than andersen. nothing bad happened 
from a cap standpoint. on paper — if you ignore everything 
else about them — the placement makes sense. why do i 
only like three teams more than them? what is wrong with 
me? 

5. New York Islanders 

Sean 12:25 PM 
since we don’t have to pretend that signed contracts for kyle 
palmieri, zach parise and casey cizikas aren’t sitting in a 
drawer somewhere, hello Long Island? 

Dom 12:27 PM 
honestly not that spicy. i think islanders fans might be mad 
they’re finally getting respect because they prefer the 
underdog role, but once they think to themselves “wait these 
morons still put the leafs ahead” i think they’ll be okay. once i 
ran my model with those three, the islanders were the top 
team in the metro — and that’s without accounting for the 
fact the team is magic 

Sean 12:27 PM 
i’m done not picking them to win the Metro, I’ll say that much. 
Eberle is a loss that they can offset. 

Dom 12:28 PM 
they’re a well-oiled machine. that is a winning culture i can 
get behind 

Sean 12:30 PM 
healthy anders lee + an acclimated (if aging) palmieri + a 
low-cost, low-expectation version of parise, who did some 
stuff well last season … I dunno. They’re my No. 4 by virtue 
of not being the Maple Leafs, but this general space is where 
they belong. 

6. Boston Bruins 

Dom 12:31 PM 
this is a ballpark where you can go a few different directions. 
i think next team i would go with boston, but again, i’m not 
happy about it 
are we really doing Second Line Center charlie coyle? 

Sean 12:33 PM 
we’re agreeing too much here. i hate the fact that they lost 
krejci. hate it. none of the forward additions do anything for 
me. but … who else would you pick? until that top line 
(famously without a nickname) really starts to age out, i think 
the tiebreakers go to them. 

Dom 12:33 PM 
that bottom six stinks and goaltending could be a 
downgrade, but the defence at least looks somewhat better if 
mike reilly can keep it up 
not a fan of The Ratatouille Line? 
(pixar power rankings coming soon) 

Sean 12:34 PM 
“the model likes The Good Dinosaur a little more than I 
expected.” 

Dom 12:35 PM 
one of the few pixar movies i haven’t seen! 

Sean 12:36 PM 
watch the movies, bud. 

Dom 12:36 PM 
wow 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Sean 12:42 PM 
we spent a decent chunk of the spring making fun of the 
winnipeg jets. spring is over. what was their biggest issue? 
defense. what did they do? added defensemen. schmidt and 
dillon are good enough on their own. when you factor for 
opportunity cost, that becomes an even bigger deal. there’s 
still a lot to dislike about them — not sure what’s going to 
happen to the bottom six — but here we are. 

Dom 12:42 PM 
oh NOOOO 

Sean 12:43 PM 
who goes ahead of them?? 

Dom 12:43 PM 
i have so many teams ahead 
sell me on this shit 

Sean 12:46 PM 
the metro big boys took backwards steps. the pacific division 
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is terrible. we have the top two teams in the atlantic in the top 
six. the jets took a team that succeeded in spite of itself and 
actually improved. any team that i tried to drop in their place 
has some glaring issue over the last few weeks that gives 
me pause. maybe this is a reward for low expectations, but i 
honestly don’t think it’s far off from reality. 
hellebuyck also helps. do i think they’re going to be the 
seventh-best team in the league? not really, but i’m 
struggling to find someone to put in their place. 

Dom 12:48 PM 
i still just think this is a hellebuyck team. i liked the additions 
of dillon and schmidt, but those are still probably second 
pairing guys. 
i don’t think they have a number one or even number two 
back there. and i’m still of the mind their forward group is 
mad overrated. 

Sean 12:48 PM 
and am i going to harshly penalize teams based on 
unquantifiable factors? of course i am. this is only about 
numbers when i want it to be. 

Dom 12:50 PM 
that’s fair 
i think i know what team you’re talking about, but i don’t even 
think the jets are the second best team in canada. before 
getting to those guys… 

8. Florida Panthers 

Dom 12:51 PM 
do we really like the jets more than florida? is it a division 
thing here? 
or maybe it’s a “sergei bobrovsky and spencer knight” 
tandem thing 

Sean 12:53 PM 
they’re my No. 8 team, and the first half of that timeshare vs. 
hellebuyck was what broke the tie, yes. i like their offseason, 
neutral as it’s been. i like that they didn’t get played into 
giving alex wennberg that deal. i like sam bennett, in spite of 
a decent chunk of evidence. 
i also think we’re in the middle of, like, an eight-team chunk, 
so i picked the funniest option. 

Dom 12:56 PM 
florida feels a lot deeper to me and i have so much more 
faith in their top end. barkov, huberdeau, reinhart, ekblad, 
weegar or scheifele, ehlers, connor, dubois and… uhh… i 
guess morrissey? hellebuyck is the great equalizer here 
obviously, but florida looks real good. 
and you succeeded because i almost spit out my drink 

Sean 12:58 PM 
“good.” — nathan mackinnon 

Dom 12:58 PM 
i’m going to go make a sandwich. a normal sandwich, nathan 

9. Edmonton Oilers 

Dom 1:16 PM 
just wait until you see where my stupid model has them 

Sean 1:19 PM 
my overriding belief that ken holland will manage to screw up 
connor mcdavid’s prime can only drop the oilers so far. too 

often lost in the Zach Hyman Discourse — and the deal is 
crazy, we all get that — is the fact that he’s a really good 
player. Warren Foegele, also pretty good. throw in derek 
ryan, consider the pre-existing talent at forward, and you’ve 
got a lot to like about edmonton. there’s also a lot to dislike. 

Dom 1:22 PM 
that’s true of every team, but edmonton is really a love hate 
team. this is the best their forwards have looked in a while, 
but also the worst the defence has looked. still, they have 
two top five players in the world and one of them is a human 
cheat code, the absolute very best and that is worth a whole 
lot. 
1:23 
#mymodel has edmonton sixth by the way. which feels 
insane 
1:24 
i think we have to go back to the metro here and honestly, 
there’s an argument to be made for four different teams. 
should we try to split hairs or should we just say “here’s a 
blob of four teams” who cares 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 
11. Carolina Hurricanes 
12. Washington Capitals 
13. New York Rangers 

Dom 1:34 PM 
pittsburgh, i refuse to be the guy always screaming for their 
demise. happens every offseason, never actually comes to 
fruition. i would rather be late to the party there. it’s been the 
opposite for washington, but that should still be a playoff 
team despite the age. carolina… well… that’s been one 
interesting offseason. i’ve hated basically everything they’ve 
done, but the core is still strong. same with the rangers 
actually. they’re still a team on the rise, but also shot 
themselves in the foot because of Tom Wilson brain 

Sean 1:35 PM 
pittsburgh’s problems are pretty simple; it’s a tough division, 
and they’re tracking to be without evgeni malkin for a while. if 
tristan jarry is as bad as he looked last season — forget the 
playoffs — they could end up in a hole. quickly. but yeah, i’m 
not going to predict they’re done until they’re done. 

the caps get the edge over carolina because their offseason 
wasn’t nearly as bad, or as baffling. the rangers’ starting 
point is the lowest of the four — impressive as they were in 
spurts last season, they’ve got less built-up cred. certainly 
not enough to weather Chris Drury’s Gritapalooza 2021. 

sticking all four of them together a couple spots behind the 
isles just feels right. it’ll be the most interesting regular-
season division. glad to have it back. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Dom 1:45 PM 
minnesota “better than winnipeg” wild 
yes absolutely, it is their time 

Sean 1:48 PM 
be that as it may, i think we’ve both got the wild down for a 
backwards step, yeah? i don’t think they quite replaced what 
they’re losing in ryan suter and carson soucy along the blue 
line, and i’m surprised to have nick bonino penciled in as a 
key loss in 2021, but … i think he might be. they’re probably 
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better than 14th (go jets), but the whole offseason just kinda 
feels like a dud. probably inevitable when you go from “look 
out, they want jack eichel” to where they’re currently at, but it 
counts for something. 

Dom 1:52 PM 
yeah they won’t be the same. i think even carson soucy is an 
underrated loss on the blue line, and there’s still the whole 
“maybe they trade kevin fiala” thing, for some reason. for the 
record i basically have them tied with the jets and i was just 
being pedantic, but right around here is a good spot for them. 
the middle: the home of minnesota. feels good to be back! 

Sean 1:53 PM 
tried hard to get them to 16, couldn’t pull it off 

15. Dallas Stars 

Dom 1:54 PM 
we may have honestly underrated them a bit with our metro 
dogpile bit. 
they nearly made the playoffs last year despite so many 
injuries, they’ll have to be better with tyler seguin and alex 
radulov healthy, maybe even ben bishop. 

Sean 2:00 PM 
maybe ben bishop, but probably braden holtby. eh. i get why 
they’re banking on their top guys coming back healthy, but … 
luke glendening? another weird year of goaltending? they’re 
perfectly rated (as is every team). 

Dom 2:00 PM 
right, i forgot the first rule of the power rankings is that we 
are never wrong 
who is the team right in the middle at 16 

Sean 2:01 PM 
who’d be funniest 

16. Seattle Kraken 

Sean 2:02 PM 
Team Weaponized Cap Space could’ve chosen to be 
anything, and they went with “mediocre.” i’m already bored. 
can we try that again? 

Dom 2:06 PM 
they saw montreal make it to the cup final and were inspired. 
almost enough to take carey price in the expansion draft 

Sean 2:08 PM 
honestly dude, i feel like they blew it. i get that GMs 
smartened up (if only through addition by subtraction) since 
the Vegas debacle, but how did they come out of the draft 
without any draft pick war chest to speak of? why load up on 
cromulent guys like alex wennberg? i don’t get it, and i 
certainly don’t like it. 

Dom 2:10 PM 
honestly yeah, me neither. seems like they overplayed their 
hand there and the lack of draft pick capital likely means their 
peak upside doesn’t come close to vegas. the golden knights 
were able to turn those assets into max pacioretty and mark 
stone. 

the inspiration though, on a serious note, is the importance of 
depth and seattle does have that. maybe hockey isn’t a 
strong link game come playoff time, maybe it’s a weak link 

game and after pillaging every team for their most average 
players, seattle should be a very deep team in year one. no 
superstars, but one without many flaws. plus, that 
goaltending tandem looks like it might be one of the best in 
the league 

Sean 2:11 PM 
“load up on guys” is certainly a tactic. 

17. Chicago Blackhawks 

Dom 2:13 PM 
as a Seth Jones skeptic, i’m going to go ahead and say 
chicago. 
i have the blackhawks in this range and if we factor in that 
jones is going to have a monster season to make me look 
stupid, 
that gets them to about this place in the league. 

Sean 2:15 PM 
yeah, they’re better. MAF and Lankinen accomplishes 
something, as does a full season of kirby dach. we like Jake 
McCabe. Toews is back. they’ll be back in the playoff 
discussion. congrats on a job well done to all those gutless 
freaks in that organization. allegedly. 

18. St. Louis Blues 

Sean 2:16 
DOM’S MODEL HATES THE BLUES 
i do like what they did at forward; saad and a basically free 
buchnevich are a net win. gotta wonder if they’re going to be 
left holding the bag on tarasenko, though. that has not gone 
according to plan, and now we’re not even hearing potential 
landing spots. 

Dom 2:18 PM 
this is about where i have the blues. buchnevich is a nice 
add and saad adds depth, but this is an old team with a lot of 
meh on it. 

Sean 2:19 PM 
we’re almost in the bottom third of the league. these teams 
aren’t supposed to be good. 

19. New Jersey Devils 

Dom 2:19 PM 
i think the flyers are better on paper right now, but if hughes 
and/or hischier take a leap next year that changes quickly. 
hamilton, tatar, graves, bernier — some really good additions 
here. 

Sean 2:22 PM 
yep, i like what they’ve done. it hinges on hughes continuing 
to climb the ladder, but they’re doing a good job of trying to 
be good and staying on the correct timeline. they went out 
and got good players. novel concept. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers 

Sean 2:24 PM 
might as well use this spot to talk about philly. i loved the 
ryan ellis deal. i did not love the rasmus ristolainen deal. i did 
not care about the jake voracek-for-cam atkinson deal. it 
feels like they got a little bit better, but to no real end. lots of 
action for a minimal upward gain. 
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Dom 2:28 PM 
after years of being wrong about them thanks to their even 
year magic, i’m glad we have them in mediocre-ville right 
now. it’s about where they belong. 
i know we’re in the bottom third, but mediocre-ville stretches 
down before we get to the truly decrepit teams 

21. Calgary Flames 

Dom 2:30 PM 
don’t think they were as bad as they looked last year and the 
blake coleman signing should help their forwards. 
but that’s a huge giordano-sized hole on their blue line 

Sean 2:31 PM 
yep. we’ve said it a couple times, but that division sucks, so i 
expect them to be relevant. also desperately trying to 
manifest “jack eichel to calgary.” they’re clearly trying to win 
now, damn the torpedos, so why not sell all the way out? 
make it happen, brad treliving. 

Dom 2:32 PM 
i feel like they’re better off rebuilding, but if they’re not… sell 
the farm for eichel. why not 

Sean 2:33 PM 
oh, they absolutely would be better off rebuilding, but 
rebuilding teams don’t sign Blake Coleman to 25-year-deals. 
just do it, it’ll be entertaining for the rest of us. 

22. Los Angeles Kings 

Sean 2:37 PM 
i feel like #yourmodel doesn’t like the kings, but I’m putting 
them here because we’ve basically run out of mediocre 
teams, and the kings have the best vibes of the rest. they 
added where they needed to add — kopitar, byfield, danault 
and turcotte is a good (if mismatched) group of centers. i 
think calvin petersen could be fine. they’re still a couple 
years away, but they’re at least going to be interesting in the 
meantime. 

Dom 2:39 PM 
that is absolutely correct, it doesn’t. but personally i like the 
idea of the kings for all the reasons you mentioned. byfield 
and turcotte can change the game here for them and they 
have a bunch of other intriguing prospects. they also added 
arvidsson who gives them some top six punch along with 
danault. 
i can see them making a big leap, but like the penguins, i 
would rather be late to the party. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Dom 2:43 PM 
i think it is time for the stanley cup finalists 

Sean 2:43 PM 
Hahaha. I totally forgot, just put them at 23 

Dom 2:44 PM 
i mean 
is this that far away from where they belong? 

Sean 2:44 PM 
absolutely not, but i straight up forgot about them, i was 
about to say “is this the canucks” 

Dom 2:44 PM 
no danault, weber, tatar and they already struggled to make 
the playoffs last year IN CANADA 
it’s going to be even tougher in the atlantic 
i wish i could forget about them but they live in my head rent 
free 

Sean 2:46 PM 
tie goes to the team that didn’t just draft a player convicted of 
sex crimes. but yeah, they lost most of their top line and a 
top-pair defenseman. they’re going to be bad. just leave 
them here. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Sean 2:52 
so Ian Mendes came close to convincing me on Monday’s 
podcast that the Canucks had a better chance at sneaking in 
the playoffs than the Blackhawks. it didn’t quite work, and the 
future in Vancouver is supremely screwed up, but parts of 
that roster aren’t … terrible. do i like where they’re going? no. 
do i think they’re on track to be legitimately good at any 
foreseeable point? i do not. i also don’t think they’re one of 
the five worst teams in the league, and like we’ve said 
before, the Pacific is junk, so whatever. 
2:53 
the right side of their defense is legit hilarious, though. 

Dom 2:54 PM 
yeah i can’t get that far either, but i don’t hate the argument. 
hughes won’t be as bad next year, hopefully, and conor 
garland is a really good addition to that forward group 

25. Nashville Predators 

Dom 2:55 
nashville is all in on a rebuild, but there’s still a bit too much 
to make them truly awful. they might trade a lot of pieces in 
the offseason. 
then again last time we had them rated this low they decided 
to be the league’s best team for a few weeks so 

Sean 3:01 PM 
yeah, i’d internalized the idea that the Preds were rebuilding, 
to the point where I just looked at their roster and was a little 
dismayed at how many guys are still hanging around. ah 
that’s right, they still have matt duchene. Giving Mikael 
Granlund $20 million is … who knows what, and I won’t 
believe that David Poile is tearing it down to the studs until I 
actually see it. weird era for a weird roster. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Sean 3:06 PM 
for the first time in a while, the red wings are going to start a 
season without one of the bottom two spots in the league on 
lock. i’m not sure they fully deserve to be in this spot, but I 
like the fact that Steve Yzerman went out and added a 
couple legit pieces (in alex nedeljkovic and nick leddy), if 
only for the team’s emotional well-being. there’s a plan, and 
they should be rewarded a bit for it. 

Dom 3:06 PM 
i can see it 
i think we’re in another very tight cluster of terrible teams and 
with the red wings it’s at least easy to see a path forward 
which is why i’m going with the senators next 
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27. Ottawa Senators 

Dom 3:09 
they were scrappy last year and somehow didn’t finish last in 
canada despite a horrific start. down the stretch they were 
legitimately good, underlying numbers and all. young core 
that has promise is worth betting on 

Sean 3:11 PM 
plus in the atlantic, they still have the canadiens to beat up 
on 

Dom 3:11 PM 
hahahahhahaha 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Sean 3:19 PM 
we’re in the dregs now — all of these teams are terrible, and 
all of their futures seem bleak — so i’ll go with columbus. i 
like their draft (kent johnson and cole sillinger seem like they 
could be good complements down the middle in a few 
years). i like the return on seth jones. i like that at least 
someone, in the form of Zach Werenski, decided to commit 
to the city, even though the timeframe doesn’t seem like it 
works. they’re still gonna be terrible, but what can you do? 

Dom 3:19 PM 
blue jackets won’t be good next year, but i like the bets they 
made (aside from werenski) and the jones trade was 
incredible for them. i think boqvist can be a player for them. 

29. San Jose Sharks 

Dom 3:26 PM 
my model actually doesn’t hate san jose somehow? 
like has them close to vancouver 
i don’t trust it 
but that’s what it says 

Sean 3:26 PM 
is it because they dumped martin jones 

Dom 3:27 PM 
yeah hill + reimer is an improvement 
couture will be healthy 
and they’ve got nick bonino who one analytics account once 
called “better than patrick kane” 

Sean 3:27 PM 
yeah, i don’t have much to say about the sharks other than 

“they depress me.” this is not what i wanted for erik karlsson. 
at least he’s rich as hell. 

30. Arizona Coyotes 

Sean 3:31 PM 
i’m morbidly fascinated with how the actual games play out 
on Retained Salary Island, but on another level, I don’t hate 
what the Coyotes did. stuff wasn’t working, so they blew it 
up, and the explosion was efficient. five draft picks in the first 
two rounds next year is nice. the org’s future is still a mystery 
box, but I can appreciate a nice teardown. do I think it’ll pay 
off to any real end? no, but that’s OK. they’re in 30th place. 

Dom 3:34 PM 
they get to move up ever since slightly only because their 
future outlook has some promise after this tear down. but my 
god that roster stinks. they legit could be the worst team in 
the league next season. my poor girlfriend, bless her heart, is 
a coyotes fan for some reason and i just feel bad… for 
myself that i’ll have to watch those games with her instead of 
a team that’s actually interesting. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Sean 3:37 PM 
it’s the ducks, who cares 

Dom 3:37 PM 
absolutely terrible team did absolutely nothing this offseason 
to improve that. trevor zegras is nice tho 
we’re contractually obligated not to discuss them until they 
deserve it 

32. Buffalo Sabres 

Sean 3:41 PM 
the beauty of this spot is that it belongs to the sabres 
whether they trade eichel in five minutes or let this whole 
deal drag on until october. they’ve already gotten measurably 
worse from last season, and that’s before you can factor in 
whatever comes next. they suck, they’re about to suck even 
worse and everyone involved is miserable. the worst 
tangibles in the league, the worst intangibles in the league 
and their owners just asked for a billion dollars in taxpayer 
money to build a football stadium. 

Dom 3:41 PM 
i’m really excited to run my playoff probabilities for next 
season. i’ve never had a team at 0% before 
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Retooling the Defense Part Two: What DeAngelo and Smith Bring to the Hurricanes’ Blue 
Line 

The Hurricanes signed two former Rangers in Tony DeAngelo 
and Brendan Smith, a pair of defensemen with very different 
skill sets and areas of concern. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes overhauled their blue line over the 
offseason, and in doing so, they made the league’s most 
controversial signing in giving a one-year deal to Tony 
DeAngelo. 

They also signed Brendan Smith, which made fewer waves. 

Yesterday, Ryan broke down the additions of Ethan Bear and 
Ian Cole. Today, we’ll look at the other two blueliners that 
Carolina brought into the fold, what their track records are, and 
where they might fit in the depth chart. 

Tony DeAngelo 

Everyone knows why the Hurricanes signed DeAngelo. When 
he’s been on the ice, he has a track record of producing 
offense at a very high rate. 

In 2019-20, his last full season in New York before being 
waived six games into a two-year contract extension in 2021, 
he scored 15 goals and produced 53 total points. Three of his 
goals and 16 of his assists came on the power play, which is 
where he will be relied upon heavily by the team. With Dougie 
Hamilton gone, they need a quarterback for the first power-
play unit, and DeAngelo is the only player on the roster who 
has experience doing that with any real success. 

DeAngelo is more than talented enough to play in that role, 
but it hasn’t always been smooth sailing for him as a true QB. 
Holding the blue line has often been his biggest issue on the 
man advantage and much of his power-play success has 
come from being a rover in the offensive zone. 

At 5-on-5, DeAngelo is a one-way player. He’s all offense, and 
you’re just hoping that he produces enough to outweigh the 
steady stream of questionable decisions he makes. He is 
eager to make pinches in the offensive zone. As a result, he 
will often help keep plays alive, but he will also allow odd-man 
rushes the other way. 

It’s also worth pointing out how much of an impact that 2020 
Art Ross finalist Artemi Panarin had on DeAngelo in his 
breakout 2019-20 season. 

In 375:31 of 5-on-5 ice time with DeAngelo and Panarin on the 
ice together, the Rangers outscored their opponents 33-16 
(67.35% goals for) and had an expected goals-for of 56.93%. 
In 656:33 of ice time with only DeAngelo on the ice, the 
Rangers got outscored 26-23 (46.94% goals for) and had an 
expected goals-for of 42.81%. 

So, when DeAngelo shared the ice with Panarin, the Rangers 
not only had an outstanding expected goal share, they also 
greatly outperformed those expectations thanks in part to 
Panarin’s world-class playmaking and finishing ability. The 
opposite was true when DeAngelo wasn’t aided by Panarin. 

There were other factors there, though. The 2019-20 Rangers 
were very top-heavy with Panarin and Mike Zibanejad almost 
singlehandedly carrying the team to a playoff-caliber record. 
The Hurricanes are a much more balanced team, so while it’s 
unlikely that DeAngelo will have the highs that he had with 
Panarin, it’s also fairly safe to assume that there won’t be a 
huge discrepancy in his numbers based on which forwards he 
plays with. DeAngelo’s playmaking ability definitely helped 
Panarin be a more efficient scorer, but they also gave up more 
goals in the process compared to when DeAngelo wasn’t on 
the ice with Panarin. 

What really matters is who his defensive partner will be. Those 
options will likely be Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei, and Ian Cole. 

Slavin played with Hamilton for the better part of the last three 
seasons and complimented his offense very well, but in 
addition to DeAngelo being a statistically worse defender than 
Hamilton, he also faced a lower quality of competition than 
Hamilton over the last three seasons. Relying on DeAngelo to 
take on tough 5-on-5 assignments is a risk, even if you’re 
putting him with Slavin. 

No one is pretending that Hamilton was a powerhouse in his 
own zone, because he wasn’t, but there’s literally nothing that 
suggests DeAngelo is as good as Hamilton in the defensive 
zone. Offensively, DeAngelo is one of the few defensemen in 
the league who has a recent track record that even compares 
to Hamilton, and that’s where his value is. 

That being said, it wouldn’t be surprising to see them start 
DeAngelo with Slavin and see where it goes. Slavin’s ability to 
quickly and effectively get pucks out of the defensive zone 
would certainly help DeAngelo transition the puck up the ice, 
but the former Ranger would also need to carry more weight 
defensively than he has in previous seasons. 

If he can even be a slightly below-average defender against 
quality competition while aided by Slavin, his offense should 
make up the difference very easily. If not, he won’t be able to 
consistently play with him. 

DeAngelo and Skjei had 523:40 of 5-on-5 time on ice together 
from 2018 to 2020 in New York and were an average to below-
average pairing when they were deployed. Despite the signs 
of improvement that Skjei showed late last season, moving 
him off of Brett Pesce’s pairing could result in regression, 
especially if he’s paired with a one-dimensional player like 
DeAngelo. 
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That leaves Cole, a player who posted great defensive metrics 
in Colorado from 2018 to 2020 before experiencing a drop-off 
in Minnesota last season. He has enough of a track record to 
instill some confidence that he can be a stay-at-home 
defenseman on the third pairing. In this case, you’re also 
getting favorable matchups for DeAngelo against other teams’ 
depth forward lines on home ice. 

DeAngelo will likely move up and down the defensive depth 
chart, especially early on. Playing matchups will be pretty 
important if they’re going to get the best possible version of 
him. 

In addition to needing a defensively stable partner, DeAngelo 
needs to be with someone who can take on the task of clearing 
the front of the net. He is undersized and routinely gets worked 
in that area. If he manages to stay on the ice, where he plays 
in the lineup will work itself out. He has elite vision and 
playmaking ability with the skating ability to make him a 
handful in transition and as a rover in the offensive zone. 

Will his offense make up for the deficiencies in his game? 
That’s the on-ice question that follows him to Raleigh. It 
certainly worked out for him and the Rangers in 2019-20, but 
even his elite skillset couldn’t keep him in the lineup or around 
his teammates in 2021. 

His behavior on and off the ice is a wrench that could be 
thrown into the equation at any moment. The things he has 
said and done have caused problems for him on multiple 
teams. On the ice, his attitude has compromised his teams’ 
chances of winning games on multiple occasions. 

Making a bad read in the neutral zone is one thing. Not being 
able to control your emotions and putting your team at a 
disadvantage is an entirely different issue. 

DeAngelo’s penalty differential in the NHL is deep into the 
negative, so he can’t afford to have additional run-ins with 
officials that exacerbate that issue like he’s had multiple times 
to this point in his career. That unsportsmanlike conduct 

penalty against the Islanders on opening night (the first game 
of his two-year contract extension with the club) is just the 
most recent example of it and was the first domino that led to 
him being permanently removed from the Rangers’ lineup. 

He was a healthy scratch for two games after that incident, so 
clearly it was enough of an issue to warrant further discipline 
from the team. 

 

Brendan Smith 

Smith is a veteran blueliner (and sometimes winger, but 
probably not in Carolina) who is currently penciled in as the 
team's seventh d-man. 

With all due respect to Smith, ideally, he will not be much of 
an on-ice presence for the team this season. He was a quality 
defender in Detroit earlier in his career, but he regressed after 
signing a lengthy contract with the Rangers. 

He doesn’t help create any offense. His last two seasons, in 
particular, have been absolutely brutal in that regard. Though, 
he was marginally better at both ends of the ice in 2021. 

Relative to his teammates, Smith’s on-ice shot and scoring 
chance production has been poor, but his 5-on-5 on-ice 
shooting percentage was a shockingly high 12.5% last 
season. 

Hockey. 

While he doesn’t do much for the offense and that on-ice 
shooting percentage is almost definitely a one-off, he isn’t a 
defensive liability and he’s more than willing to get involved 
physically. 

Smith is a typical seventh defenseman. You can give him spot 
starts with 12-15 minutes of ice time and a little bit of PK time 
and he won’t hurt you very much. He’s a veteran player who 
signed a one-year deal at $800k. That’s pretty much all that 
needs to be said with regards to what kind of role he will play. 

He said it: Derek Stepan on joining Hurricanes 

The team’s new fourth-line center spoke to the media 
Thursday. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes made an addition to their bottom-six forward 
group last week, bringing in former Rangers, Coyotes and 
Senators center Derek Stepan to serve as the team’s fourth-
line pivot. 

Stepan spoke to the media via Zoom Thursday about signing 
with Carolina, here’s a full breakdown of everything he had to 
say: 

On his shoulder rehab and his expected role with the 
Hurricanes: Shoulder rehab is going great. I had surgery in the 
middle of March, so I’m five months post op. I feel really good. 
I’m pretty much 100%. I was probably 100% about a month 
ago, so nothing’s really changed going forward for me with the 
shoulder. It’ll be 100%, full bore when we get to camp. 

My role, honestly, I’m really looking forward to a new chapter 
in my life and honestly a role that I think I can be really good 
in down in Raleigh for the Hurricanes. I think you look down 

the middle of the ice, they’ve got three really strong 
centermen. I think it’s one of those things were I’m going to 
probably pop in on that fourth spot and try to help out on some 
faceoffs on the right side so that Vinny Trocheck doesn’t have 
to take 1,000 of them every single night. Help defend and 
really bring a balance to a lineup that I think is already super 
strong, and bring some experience, bring some new hunger 
and new energy to a group, because the last two years of my 
career have been weird and I’m in a certain spot. I’m ready to 
go earn my stripes, and what a perfect team to do it with, a 
team that’s already pretty strong in their lineup. 

On his decision to sign with the Hurricanes: Free agency’s 
crazy. I’ll be honest, it’s a hectic, stressful few days. I think my 
conversations with the organization were really kind of the 
teetering act for me. I think when I was looking towards free 
agency, one of the things that I really hung my hat on was a 
job that fit me and an organization that wanted me to fit that 
role. I think between all the conversations I had and where my 
mindset was at, what I was looking for, this is a perfect match. 
We talk about, I wanted to be part of a team that is already 
well-oiled, ready to go, have been in the playoffs, know what 
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they’re doing and know how to compete each night. I wanted 
to make sure I had a coach that I could relate to and have a 
good conversation with. As we were going through it, each of 
these boxes kept getting checked. 

As we were going through it, the boxes kept getting checked 
in the right way. It was a good fit, and like I said, I’m very happy 
with the conversations I had. I feel like we’re on the same 
page, and I’m looking forward to a new role and a new chapter. 

On playing with so many former Rangers teammates: Yeah, 
it’s crazy. Honestly, it’s definitely a plus. I know a ton of the 
guys already. It wasn’t the biggest checkmark at the top of the 
list, but it was certainly something that I really enjoyed, to have 
that opportunity to play with a bunch of guys I’ve already 
played with. There’s even guys that I haven’t played with that 
I know through the years. Jordan Staal, I’ve made a couple 
trips up there to hang out with Marc, so I know their family well. 
So it’s just a great fit. I’m really excited about how it panned 
out. I’m a really happy guy right now. 

On if it’ll make it easier to acclimate knowing so many 
guys: The biggest thing when you go to a new team is you’ve 
got to try to get comfortable as fast as possible. It’s really the 
only way you’re going to play the game you want to play and 
contribute the way that you want to do. To know a bunch of 
the guys already, I’m hoping it’s an easier transition. My 
personality is usually, I kind of insert myself a little 
aggressively at times, so I guess it didn’t really matter what 
kind of group I’m going into. But at least some of the guys can 
give the other guys a heads up how aggressive it is. 

On his time in Ottawa: I was in a really tough situation. It’s 
hard for me not to be completely honest about it. I get traded 
a couple weeks before camp. My wife’s pregnant at the time, 
she gives birth six days later. I get to spend three days with 
my newborn son and then I get shipped off to Ottawa. I’m up 
there without my family. COVID was going on so Canada was 
pretty strict rules. The whole situation was difficult. I have a lot 
of great things to say about Ottawa and their organization. I 
feel bad that it wasn’t able to have more success, but I’m 

looking at it as I’m putting it behind me. It was a tough, rocky 
situation and I’m moving on from it. 

On being a veteran leader on a younger team: First of all, I’m 
just a puppy still. I like to think I can bring a lot of experience 
for these guys. Listen, they’ve been in the playoffs. I’m coming 
in alongside, I’ll chip in on the leadership side, but they’ve got 
their leadership group. They’re doing their thing. I’m not here 
to step on anyone’s toes. Obviously if you have success like 
they’ve had in the years, someone’s doing something right. 
There’s nothing that I’m going to bring that hasn’t already been 
said. I just think it’s a fit that when guys need someone to lean 
on, I can be there, I also think that, more importantly, I’m 
coming in ready to establish myself in a role and play a game 
without having to do a whole lot of mentoring, babysitting, 
taking care, of teaching, doing all those things. This group’s 
already pretty set on that, so I’m coming in to play and 
compete. I’m hungry and ready to go. 

On being teammates with two players he was involved in the 
same 2017 trade with in Tony DeAngelo and Antti Raanta: Me 
and [Raanta], it just seems like we can’t shake each other. 
We’re stuck to each other for the rest of our careers. I’m OK 
with it, because he’s such an awesome dude. I don’t know 
Tony that well, but I’ve heard unbelievable things about him. I 
think it’s the perfect mixture of the three of us. I think it’ll be a 
good storyline for you guys to get bored with in about a week 
here and move on. 

On Antti Raanta: I think the thing about Raanta is when he’s 
on, he’s so calm back there. When the puck is on him, it stays 
on him. I think that’s the biggest thing nowadays. If a 
goaltender can swallow pucks, it makes life easier. You’re not 
defending as long if he can settle it down and keep control of 
the game in a sense. So Raanta is competitive, and when he’s 
going, it’s like there’s a calming presence behind you. You’re 
able to just not worry about it. You know you’ve got to have 
that balancing act. You know he’s going to make the first save 
and he’s going to shut it down, so let’s just make sure that we 
don’t give up a second opportunity. He’s got a great mindset, 
and he’s one of those guys that he’s going to add a great 
complement to this team. 

A deeper look into Carolina’s new goaltending tandem 

The Hurricanes brought in a pair of new goalies in Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, both looking to find their form after 
struggles and injury. 

By Alec_Sawyer    

It’ll be a completely new goaltender room for the Carolina 
Hurricanes this coming season, as Frederik Andersen and 
Antti Raanta enter the fold to replace Petr Mrazek, Alex 
Nedeljkovic and James Reimer. 

The Canes signed Andersen and Raanta on the opening day 
of free agency, filling the void left by a trade of the restricted 
free agent Nedeljkovic and the departure of two UFAs in 
Mrazek and Reimer. 

Both Andersen and Raanta have had some ups and downs in 
their NHL careers, and now both will look to find an up with a 
young Hurricanes’ core still very much ready to compete for 
the Stanley Cup. 

Here’s a deeper look at both of the two new netminders that 
will man the pipes in PNC Arena this fall: 

Frederik Andersen 

• Contract: Two Years, $9 million ($4.5 million AAV) 

• 2021 Stats: 23 GS, 13-8-3, 2.96 GAA, .895 SV% 

• Career Stats: 381 GS, 226-100-48, 2.65 GAA, .915 
SV% 

• Career Playoff Stats: 53 GS, 27-23-0, 2.55 GAA, 
.916 SV% 

• Awards/Honors: 2013-14 All-Rookie Team, 2015-16 
William M. Jennings Trophy 

The more expensive of the two free agent goalies the Canes 
inked on the opening day of free agency, Andersen has a bit 
of history with the organization. 
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Andersen was originally drafted by Carolina in the seventh 
round of the 2010 NHL Draft, but couldn’t come to terms with 
the team and re-entered the draft in 2012, where he was 
selected in the third round by the Anaheim Ducks. 

Since then it’s been a bit of a mixed bag in the NHL for 
Andersen, who had some great seasons in Anaheim, which 
earned him a five-year, $25 million deal with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. In Toronto, Andersen has had mixed results, and 
has really struggled the past two seasons between the pipes 
for the Leafs. 

At his best, Andersen has been a 35-plus game winner, and a 
60-game starter with a GAA in the 2.30s and a save 
percentage pushing .920. At his worst, Andersen has had a 
GAA nearing 3.00 and a sub-.900 save percentage (both of 
those career lows coming in 2021). 

For the Canes, the hope has to be that the ceiling is still high 
on Andersen, who is only 31 and had a very good season just 
a couple years ago in 2018-19. That year Andersen had a 
goals saved above average of 12.59, the highest of his career, 
and a goals saved above expected of 8.42. In 2017-18, 
Andersen finished the season in double digits in both GSAA 
and GSAx, with both those tallies putting him among the top 
17 of all NHL goaltenders. 

Andersen isn’t particularly great against high-danger chances, 
with a career high-danger save percentage of .781, a career 
best of .795 in 2018-19 and a career worst of .763 last year 
(for context, Igor Shesterkin led NHL goalies with more than 
20 starts in 2021 with an. 876). 

He’s projected to be in just the 51st percentile in WAR this 
coming season, and he was one of the worst goalies in the 
league in great starts, high-danger save percentage and on 
the penalty kill last year. 

All that’s to say that Andersen has been trending in the wrong 
direction over the last two seasons, but still isn’t too far 
removed from some pretty good hockey. The 2018-19 season, 
which featured the 12.59 GSAA, 8.42 GSAx and the .795 high-
danger save percentage, was just three years ago, and it was 
one of his best seasons. 

He also has a ton of playoff experience, with 53 playoff games 
started over his career and a 2.55 GAA and .916 save 
percentage. Yes, the Maple Leafs haven’t exactly had the 
most playoff success in the world, but Andersen certainly 
wasn’t the issue most of those years. He also led the Ducks 
to a Western Conference Final back in 2015. 

There’s a lot of risk with Andersen, who simply hasn’t 
performed at the level he showed earlier in his career the last 
two years. But there’s also the potential for a high reward in 
Andersen, who at times during his NHL life has been a top-
half goalie in the league. 

The $4.5 million AAV price tag may be a tough one to swallow 
for Canes fans, especially considering the departures and 
contracts of Petr Mrazek and Alex Nedeljkovic, but the 
Andersen signing shouldn’t be all doom and gloom. There’s a 
serious upside to bringing in a guy who has done it before, 
and could benefit from a change of scenery. 

Andersen, who said he’s ready to compete for a cup with the 
Hurricanes, is excited about the opportunity to finally get to 

play in the NHL for the team that originally drafted him 11 
years ago and show that he is still the goalie that he once was. 
. 

“I’m really excited that they were interested in me and 
obviously want to prepare and then get back to the level I know 
I can play at,” Andersen said. “I think last year was a difficult 
year personally, and dealing with some injuries, I wasn’t able 
to play the way I wanted to. I definitely feel very motivated to 
get back to that level again.” 

Antti Raanta 

• Contract: Two Years, $4 million ($2 million AAV) 

• 2021 Stats: 11 GS, 5-5-2, 3.36 GAA, .905 SV% 

• Career Stats:179 GS, 93-65-20, 2.46 GAA, .919 
SV% 

• Career Playoff Stats: 0 GS (5 GP), 0-1-0, 3.59 GAA, 
.846 SV% 

While the money might suggest that the Canes brought 
Raanta in to be the backup to Andersen, that’s likely not going 
to be the case as a fairly even goaltending tandem seems like 
the move for Carolina. 

And what Raanta brings to that tandem is some consistently 
great numbers in a career that has been somewhat 
sidetracked by the injury bug. Raanta has had lower-body 
injuries both in 2021 and in 2019 that sidelined him for a big 
chunk of the season, with him appearing in just 12 games both 
of those years. 

But apart from that, Raanta has been consistently really good 
during his NHL career. His eight-year GAA is 2.46 with a .919 
save percentage, and he’s never had a season where he 
appeared in more than 12 games with a GAA over 2.71. 

Other than his rookie year back in 2013-14 (and excluding the 
very small sample size years in 2021 and 2018-19), Raanta 
has put up really strong numbers. His goals saved above 
average and goals saved above expected have both been in 
the positive every year except those three, and he has a 
career high-danger save percentage of .813. 

His best NHL season came in 2017-18, his first with 
the Arizona Coyotes, and he was one of the best goalies in 
the league during that campaign. He started 46 games for the 
Coyotes, posting a 21-17-6 record with a 2.24 GAA and .930 
save percentage. 

His 2.24 GAA led all goalies with more than 30 games started, 
and his .930 save percentage also ranked first among those 
with 30 or more starts. His GSAA of 24.51 led the NHL that 
season, and his 25.14 GSAx placed him third behind just John 
Gibson and Jonathan Quick. 

And while that 2017-18 season was Raanta’s best, it certainly 
wasn’t his only good campaign. He’s posted a sub-2.30 GAA 
three times in his career, and he’s exceeded a .920 save 
percentage four times. 

“Annti Raanta, his track record, if you look at his numbers he’s 
been unbelievable,” said general manager Don Waddell. 
“He’s run into some injuries the last couple of years. We went 
through the whole process, as we do with every player that we 
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sign. We really feel that with the right training, which he’s 
doing now, and working with our team here, that he can stay 
healthy. If you go back and look at him for the last five or six 
years, his numbers are outstanding. We felt very comfortable 
with making that decision.” 

Looking ahead, the value for Raanta seems like an absolutely 
great one for the Hurricanes. He’s projected to be high in the 
league in WAR, and is among the top guys in quality starts, 
great starts, rebound control, high-danger save percentage 
and more. 

If there’s two areas of concern for Raanta it’s the injury history 
and the complete lack of playoff experience. As for the 
injuries, as Waddell said, you just have to hope that your 
strength staff can do what needs to be done to keep Raanta 
healthy. 

As for the lack of playoff experience, that’s something you 
hope Raanta will learn with experience in the next few years. 
So far in his career he’s appeared in just five playoff games, 
starting none. 

Still, there’s a lot to like about Raanta if you’re a fan of the 
Carolina Hurricanes. He’s a guy that has done nothing but 
produce during his NHL career, and he hasn’t exactly been 
playing behind the best defense in the league the last few 
years with the Coyotes. 

Raanta’s experience and success makes it seem like the right 
decision to play him in an even-split tandem with Andersen, 
and that’s something Raanta isn’t worried about. He’s started 
no more than 46 games in a season during his career, and 
he’s started more than 30 just twice. Still, a likely increased 
workload isn’t something Raanta is concerned with. 

“I feel like every goalie can play a lot of games, you can always 
improve when you get that next chance quickly,” Raanta said. 
“If you have a bad game, you just jump right in and keep 
playing. I think the workload and everything else, in Arizona I 
got a chance to play a lot of games. Obviously there was a 
little bit too many small injuries and obviously a little bit bigger 
one. Hopefully, I can play a lot of games.” 

Wrapping Up 

The Hurricanes cleared house and went a completely different 
route with their goaltending tandem, and only time will tell if 
that decision will bring an improvement to the product on the 
ice or not. 

And while there’s definitely reason for concern with 
Andersen’s last two years and Raanta’s injuries, there’s also 
a lot of reason for optimism with what these two guys can bring 
to the team. 

With Raanta you get a consistent producer between the pipes, 
who when healthy is going to give the team a really good 
chance to win night in and night out. With Andersen you get a 
high-upside guy who has played really good hockey in the 
past, with the hope that he can recapture that level in a Canes 
jersey. 

While the departures of Petr Mrazek and Alex Nedeljkovic, 
while both somewhat questionable and both bringing a certain 
sting for Canes fans, haven’t been the most widely popular 
moves, this new goaltending tandem does have the chance to 
be very good. 

What matters, of course, isn’t what they’ve done in the past 
though, but what they do come October when they put on a 
Carolina sweater. 

About Last Season: Warren Foegele Performance Review and Grade 

A down year for Warren Foegele turned into a trade that 
increases the depth on defense for the Hurricanes 

By Cody Hagan  

Warren Foegele 2020-21 Season by the Numbers 

• Age: 25 

• NHL Seasons: 3 

• Scoring: 10 goals, 10 assists, 20 points in 53 games 

• Advanced Numbers: 51.0 CF%, 53.1 SCF%, 53.87 
xGF%, 52.0 GF% 

• Average TOI: 13:02 ES, 0:05 PP, 1:02 SH 

• Contract Status: Signed 3-year deal with Edmonton 
for $2.75 million AAV 

Warren Foegele was a homegrown talent that the Carolina 
Hurricanes always wanted more from. When he was on, he 
could be a dominant force and a pest. When he was off, he 
would frustrate everyone will silly penalties and the inability to 
finish. 

For these reasons the Hurricanes felt they could trade 
Foegele to the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for Ethan 
Bear just before free agency opened up. 

2020-2021 was a a prime opportunity to Foegele to take a step 
forward and become the quality top-nine player that the 
Hurricanes needed him to be. That did not happen. The magic 
Foegele produced in the 2019 playoffs never came back. 

Foegele would drive you insane as a fan because he would 
make plays like this but not finish it with a goal: 

As a former third-round pick, the Hurricanes had hoped 
Foegele would become an essential part of their top nine. His 
play in 2020-21 did not warrant that. 20 points in 53 games 
showed a regression of .104 points per game over the course 
of a full season. While that’s not a lot, it’s not an improvement 
which is what the Canes needed. 

Foegele signed a three-year $2.75 Million dollar contract with 
the Oilers which is a fair deal when you compare what Brock 
McGinn, who was considered a similar player for the Canes, 
got from Pittsburgh. The problem is the Hurricanes simply 
could not bring back McGinn, Foegele, and Jordan Martinook 
in their bottom six when there are guys like Steven Lorentz 
that can fill the hole for much cheaper. 
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Back in the 2019 playoffs, many thought Foegele could be a 
dynamic player who would help the middle of the lineup. But 
as his tenure with the Hurricanes ended after the 2020-21 

season, one has to wonder if Foegele will simply go down as 
another prospect who had potential but just didn’t live up to it? 
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The Athletic / NHL offseason by the numbers: Which teams have 

improved the most (and least)? 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn 

 Aug 5, 2021  

  

Free agency has been open for one week and already things have begun 
to slow down. There are still some intriguing players on the board like 
Tomas Tatar and Kyle Palmieri and some big names left to be traded 
(cough, Jack Eichel, cough), but for now we already have a pretty good 

idea of where teams will be at for next season. While there will still be 
more player movement to come, now feels like a good time to analyze 

which teams improved the most based on their offseason moves. 

There are other variables that will decide how much better or worse a 

team is next season — team-wide regression, differing usage, breakouts, 
declines, lineups, rookies, luck, coaching — but this should still provide a 

solid framework for how much each team has changed on paper. For 
better or worse. 

That’s what we’ll be looking at here as we measure how many wins a 
team added or subtracted from their roster to date based on their current 
lineup, while also paying attention to how much salary has been added or 
subtracted (though that figure will only take into account the players who 
were brought in or taken out, nothing else). As usual, value is determined 

using my model, Game Score Value Added. 

Here’s how much each team has changed this offseason, from highest 
value added to most value subtracted. 

1. New Jersey Devils 

Wins Added: 4.3 wins 

Salary Added: $9.9 million 

In: Dougie Hamilton, Jonathan Bernier, Ryan Graves 

Out: Ryan Murray, Will Butcher, Nathan Bastian, Aaron Dell 

The Devils are perennially at or near the top of this list every offseason 
and for each of the last two years, it hasn’t really mattered. Last year they 
were stuck in an extremely difficult division so they have some excuse for 

not improving further, but there shouldn’t be one this time around. This 
time, they need to take an actual legitimate step forward. 

When a team pries the best player off the market and spends $9 million 
per year to do so, they better. The Devils added Dougie Hamilton, an 

elite No. 1 defenceman who finished fourth in Norris Trophy voting last 
season, in free agency and that’s a big deal. This isn’t like when they 

added an injured P.K. Subban hoping for a bounce-back; Hamilton is at 
the top of his game. New Jersey has long been missing a true No. 1 

defender and in Hamilton the team finally has it. Elsewhere on defence, 
the team also added Ryan Graves, hoping this Ryan actually pans out on 
the back end unlike Ryan Murray the year before. Graves should be an 
upgrade too, but Hamilton is obviously the story here. 

The Devils also upgraded in net with Jonathan Bernier and that’s the 
other major difference from last season: Bernier should be the veteran 
who can steal starts and push Mackenzie Blackwood – like they thought 
Corey Crawford would be. Crawford was the main reason the Devils 
showed up so high on this list last year and him retiring instead obviously 
put a wrinkle into things.  

Not this time, as the Devils shored up two big areas of need and should 
be over four wins better while not adding too much extra salary, relatively 
speaking. With a little more forward depth, they could be a playoff threat. 

2. Edmonton Oilers 

Wins Added: 3.8 wins 

Salary Added: $8.2 million 

In: Zach Hyman, Warren Foegele, Derek Ryan, Cody Ceci, Duncan Keith 

Out: Ethan Bear, Adam Larsson, Caleb Jones, Dmitry Kulikov, Jujhar 
Khaira 

There are a number of people out there who didn’t like what the Oilers 
did this summer, myself included. The defenceman musical chairs where 
they kept Tyson Barrie and lost Adam Larsson, traded Caleb Jones for 
Duncan Keith and signed Cody Ceci to a four-year deal while losing 
Ethan Bear all felt misguided. That the team gave Mike Smith a two-year 
deal in the hopes he can repeat last year’s magic without any semblance 
of a strong backup plan also isn’t ideal. 
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But one area where the team did legitimately improve is up front. The 
team’s top six looks the best it has in decades and they have added two 
strong depth pieces on top of that to help out a bottom six that always 
gets crushed. That’s where much of the value is coming from. 

There’s a lot of risks that comes with signing a 29-year-old power forward 
to a seven-year deal, but Zach Hyman is still a great player who should fit 
in perfectly with the Oilers. He’s developed into a bonafide top line 
contributor over the past couple of seasons and has a proven track 
record playing next to superstars and making their lives easier. 
Remember Chris Kunitz being the perfect linemate for Sidney Crosby? 

Edmonton is hoping Hyman can be the same for either Connor McDavid 
or Leon Draisaitl, and I don’t think that’s a bad bet. 

Add Warren Foegele to the mix, an elite forechecker who resembles 
early career Hyman well, and the team has a strong third line left wing 

addition. Derek Ryan is a massive upgrade over Jujhar Khaira as well. 
Those three pieces together should give the Oilers one of the best 

forward groups in the league … just don’t mind the rest of the team. 

3. Los Angeles Kings 

Wins Added: 3.5 wins 

Salary Added: $12.5 million 

In: Phillip Danault, Viktor Arvidsson, Alex Edler 

Out: Matt Luff 

It was a big money offseason for the Kings, one that signified this team is 
ready to move forward in its rebuild and take the next step. I don’t think 
it’ll be nearly enough to climb out of the basement, but the Kings are 
definitely a much more intriguing team now. 

Los Angeles’ biggest issue was depth last season, at every position. 
They didn’t have much top end talent either, but the lack of talent 

throughout the lineup was also concerning. That’s been addressed here, 
first with a trade for Viktor Arvidsson and then with two key signings in 

Phillip Danault and Alex Edler.  

Arvidsson was once a bona fide top line winger and it’s possible he can 

regain that in Los Angeles, especially if he slots in next to Anze Kopitar. 
He grades out as a second-liner, as does Danault who now gives the 

team a solid one-two punch down the middle. That should take some 
stress off Kopitar while also shielding prized prospect Quinton Byfield as 
he makes the jump to the big leagues. Both additions add some much 
needed presence to the top six. 

Edler isn’t what he once was, but he can still play. His poor results can 
mostly be explained by environment and he’ll either be a nice 
complement to Drew Doughty or a decent anchor on another pair. He still 
has some game. 

4. Chicago Blackhawks 

Wins Added: 3.4 wins 

Salary Added: $11.0 million 

In: Marc-Andre Fleury, Jake McCabe, Tyler Johnson, Seth Jones, Caleb 
Jones, Jujhar Khaira 

Out: Pius Suter, Adam Boqvist, Vinnie Hinostroza, Nikita Zadorov, David 
Kampf, Duncan Keith 

Very few teams went as hard this offseason as Chicago who made some 
huge splashes. First, it was the addition of Seth Jones who has the 
potential to be the legitimate No. 1 defenceman this team has been 
missing since Duncan Keith’s decline. Then, the Blackhawks went out 

and added last year’s Vezina Trophy winner in Marc-Andre Fleury, 
signifying they’re ready to get back into the playoff mix. 

An additional 3.4 wins certainly puts them in the conversation. That 
doesn’t include any potential resurgence for Jones who my model 

notoriously isn’t nearly as fond of as others, especially after his last 

season. What should help with that is that the team also went out and got 
Jake McCabe, arguably the best defensive defender available on the 
market. He should be a perfect complement to Jones’ games, especially 
if Chicago lets him run freer than he did in Columbus. It’s a brand new 
top pair, one fans should be very excited about. Seth’s brother Caleb 
adds some further depth on defence while Tyler Johnson is hoping to 
prove he still has some offensive flair to show in a bigger role. 

The additions did come at some cost. Adam Boqvist has potential to 
break out elsewhere and make Chicago regret the massive deal, but that 
will hopefully be worth it if Jones is as elite as advertised. I’m not quite 

sure why the team didn’t qualify Pius Suter as he was a solid depth piece 
last season. 

The Blackhawks are better, but whether it’ll be enough to make the 
playoffs remains to be seen. 

5. San Jose Sharks 

Wins Added: 3.2 wins 

Salary Added: $3.3 million 

In: Adin Hill, James Reimer, Nick Bonino, Andrew Cogliano 

Out: Martin Jones 

It may be a bit surprising to see the Sharks this high, but it’s mainly 
because the team seems to have greatly improved its goaltending. Martin 

Jones was obviously not the answer anymore and while a tandem 
featuring Adin Hill and James Reimer isn’t great by any means, it’s still a 
legitimate improvement over what the team had. 

The other main facet of the team’s large wins added number is Nick 

Bonino, who remains one of the game’s better bottom six pieces. He can 
drive play well and provide solid depth scoring. At the price the Sharks 
paid, that was a big win and he should add some much needed depth to 

the lineup. 

6. Vancouver Canucks 

Wins Added: 2.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$4.8 million 

In: Conor Garland, Jason Dickinson, Jaroslav Halak, Brad Hunt, Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson, Philip di Giuseppe, Justin Dowling, Tucker Poolman, 
Luke Schenn 

Out: Nate Schmidt, Alex Edler, Braden Holtby, Jalen Chatfield, Antoine 
Roussel, Loui Eriksson, Jay Beagle 

Vancouver’s front office had a tough job to do this summer: Get better for 
next year and clear cap space in order to have room for star RFAs Elias 

Pettersson and Quinn Hughes. Those two paths don’t normally correlate 
so it is impressive that the Canucks were able to add 2.3 wins worth of 

value while shedding nearly $5 million off the books for next season. 

Vancouver ditched three awful contracts in Antoine Roussel, Loui 

Eriksson and Jay Beagle and shipped out the inefficient Nate Schmidt to 
make most of that happen. Up front, Conor Garland is a seriously good 
addition who really beefs up the top six, while Jason Dickinson is a 
strong defensive-minded third-line center who gives the team some 
serious depth at the position. Add an upgrade in net at a discount and the 
Canucks do look better. 

But that came at a tremendous cost to the team’s future cap, kicking the 
can further down the road for short-term gain – a likely gambit to save 
Jim Benning’s job. Oliver Ekman-Larsson’s contract, even with salary 
retained, is one of the very worst contracts in hockey. Taking it on was 

not worth getting Garland and clearing the three awful contracts off the 
books (all of which expire next summer). Especially since it meant trading 
ninth overall. Ekman-Larsson’s numbers fell off a cliff last year and it’s 
been a long time since he’s played at a top pair level.  
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He doesn’t move the needle enough and while the team improved 
overall, the defence looks like it may be one of the league’s worst. That 
the team signed Tucker Poolman to a four-year deal is just icing on the 
cake. It all shows that even if the team can clear space, they don’t know 
how to use it. 

7. Detroit Red Wings 

Wins Added: 2.2 wins 

Salary Added: $5.8 million 

In: Alex Nedeljkovic, Pius Suter, Nick Leddy, Jordan Oesterle, Mitchell 

Stephens 

Out: Jonathan Bernier, Richard Panik, Dennis Cholowski, Luke 
Glendening, Darren Helm 

One massive addition is driving Detroit’s standing here and that’s 
potential goalie of the future Alex Nedeljkovic. He was lights out in 23 
games last season and Carolina’s loss is Detroit’s gain between the 
pipes. There isn’t a lot of data to go off, but based on what he’s shown to 
date (and a heavy dose of regression) the model is a big fan of 
Nedeljkovic. He’s projected to be a pretty sizeable upgrade over 
Jonathan Bernier. 

The rest isn’t much, but they’re all upgrades to the team’s depth. Nick 
Leddy had a nice bounce-back last season and provides a boost to 
Detroit’s defence, while Pius Suter proved in his rookie season he can be 
a responsible middle-six center. In addition by subtraction news, losing 
Luke Glendening and Darren Helm also helps. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers 

Wins Added: 1.9 wins 

Salary Added: $3.4 million 

In: Ryan Ellis, Cam Atkinson, Keith Yandle, Martin Jones, Rasmus 
Ristolainen, Nate Thompson 

Out: Jakub Voracek, Shayne Gostisbehere, Philippe Myers, Robert 
Hagg, Nolan Patrick, Brian Elliott 

The Flyers did a lot of retooling this offseason and while the overall result 
points in the right direction, there are varying levels of success here.  

First and foremost, acquiring Ryan Ellis was a slam dunk. He’s coming 
off a down year and that may be a bad sign at his age, but he’s had a 

steady career of posting elite results next to Roman Josi. He’s the exact 
help Ivan Provorov needs on the top pair and the Flyers didn’t pay much 

to acquire him.  

It was their best move, but they had a couple of other solid ones too. 

Keith Yandle was a solid depth bet considering he posted decent 
numbers in a sheltered role while also adding some power play value. 

He’s basically the new Shayne Gostisbehere at one-fifth the cost. 
Despite his reputation, Martin Jones is still probably a better bet for 

backup over Brian Elliott. And while Cam Atkinson isn’t as good as Jakub 
Voracek, the move cleared needed cap space for this year while adding 
a shooting element to the group. 

And then there was the Rasmus Ristolainen trade. I’m still not sure why it 
cost that much to acquire him, but here’s how he affects the bottom line: 
zero wins added, $5.4 million salary added. The Flyers would be in the 
same spot with or without him. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Wins Added: 1.1 wins 

Salary Added: -$5.9 million 

In: Petr Mrazek, Michael Bunting, Nick Ritchie, Ondrej Kase, David 
Kampf 

Out: Zach Hyman, Nick Foligno, David Rittich, Frederik Andersen, Zach 
Bogosian 

I didn’t expect to see the Leafs here after losing Hyman who the model 
loves, but then the team went out and signed a couple of model breakers 
while making some OK depth bets. 

Toronto added Petr Mrazek to replace Frederik Andersen and he adds 
more wins at a cheaper price. Mrazek’s expected goals saved rate over 
the last two years is third in the league while Andersen’s is 11th worst. 
The model is a big fan of that swap, but Mrazek has only played 52 
games over that stretch and his goals saved above average numbers 

are, well, only average. He’s likely not as good as projected. 

Same goes for Michael Bunting, who went on a shooting bender over 21 

games, scoring 10 goals. The model regresses as much as it can but still 
views him as a one-win player after that. It’s a good bet at the price he 

went for, but another player where the model is overrating the effect. 

10. Winnipeg Jets 

Wins Added: 0.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$0.7 million 

In: Nate Schmidt, Brenden Dillon, Riley Nash 

Out: Laurent Brossoit, Mason Appleton, Mathieu Perreault, Trevor Lewis, 
Derek Forbort, Nate Thompson, Tucker Poolman 

The Jets desperately needed to address their defence corps and they did 
so in two key ways. The first was addition by subtraction, letting Tucker 

Poolman and Derek Forbort walk in free agency. Then they swung two 
trades to acquire Nate Schmidt and Brenden Dillon, two defencemen with 

actual top-four upside. It’s a big upgrade. 

Losing Mason Appleton, Mathieu Perreault and Laurent Brossoit does 

nullify some of that, though. Appleton is a strong third line forechecker, 
Perreault has always been a play-driver and Brossoit was a very capable 
backup. The Jets come out ahead overall, but they now have a couple of 
new holes still left to fill. 

11. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Wins Added: 0.1 wins 

Salary Added: $0.0 million 

In: Jakub Voracek, Adam Boqvist, Jake Bean, Sean Kuraly 

Out: Cam Atkinson, Seth Jones, Michael Del Zotto, Riley Nash 

The Blue Jackets made some serious noise at the draft, signalling a 

rebuild is on the way. But, really, the team is about as good as it was 
beforehand without spending anything extra. Columbus did a lot and the 

end result is just a different look. 

There were two big trades that inform most of the wins added number. 

Up front, the team got the better forward between Voracek and Atkinson. 
On defence they may have traded the better player, but the difference 

between Jones and Boqvist may not be that wide next season 
considering the age of both players. The model may be very wrong about 
Jones, but for now that’s what it projects. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Wins Added: -0.4 wins 

Salary Added: -$1.2 million 

In: Pavel Buchnevich, Brandon Saad 

Out: Jaden Schwartz, Vince Dunn, Mike Hoffman, Sammy Blais 

We’re still waiting on a Vladimir Tarasenko trade that will likely push them 

down this list. For now, they should be grateful to only be down minus-
0.4 wins considering they’ve only added two players and lost four. 
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The Pavel Buchnevich trade was a gift though as the team essentially 
added a top line talent (and potential Tarasenko replacement) for a 
fourth-line grinder. That and the addition of Brandon Saad more than 
covers the losses of Jaden Schwartz and Mike Hoffman. At forward, the 
Blues upgraded. 

Losing Vince Dunn to the expansion draft does hurt, though, and that’s 
what takes St. Louis into the negatives. Dunn had a down season, but he 
still carries top four potential and will be difficult to replace. 

13. Anaheim Ducks 

Wins Added: -0.5 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.2 million 

In: 

Out: Danton Heinen, Haydn Fleury, Andy Welinski 

The Ducks added no one of note (unless you count Greg Pateryn) and 
lost a few low valued depth pieces. Not much to see here. 

14. Montreal Canadiens 

Wins Added: -0.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$2.6 million 

In: Mike Hoffman, Mathieu Perreault, David Savard, Cedric Paquette 

Out: Phillip Danault, Jon Merrill, Corey Perry, Cale Fleury 

The Canadiens finish in the upper half of this list, but only because it 
doesn’t take into account that the team is also losing Tomas Tatar and 
Shea Weber for next season. With Phillip Danault gone that’s two-thirds 

of the top line and a top pairing defenceman which will not be easy to 
replace. Add Corey Perry to that list and it’s a number of major pieces 

from the Cup Final run that are no longer playing for the team. 

Montreal’s additions help a little bit, but not quite enough in what will be a 

very tough division. Mike Hoffman can shoot the puck, but anything else 
is a struggle. On this Montreal team that has plenty of play-drivers he 
might do OK, but he’s still a frustrating addition. Perreault and David 
Savard were once analytics darlings, but don’t currently move the needle 
as much. 

It’s just not enough at all to replace what the team has lost. 

15. Ottawa Senators 

Wins Added: -0.8 wins 

Salary Added: -$5.8 million 

In: Nick Holden, Michael Del Zotto 

Out: Evgenii Dadonov, Ryan Dzingel, Derek Stepan 

The only item of note from Ottawa’s offseason is that the Senators 
effectively cut salary. Evgenii Dadonov just wasn’t cutting it with the 
Senators and was shipped out after one season. The team is worse, but 
not by much. 

16. Washington Capitals 

Wins Added: -1.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$4.3 million 

In:  

Out: Brenden Dillon, Craig Anderson, Michael Raffl 

The Capitals almost lost goaltender Vitek Vanecek through the 
expansion process, but traded back for him to lessen any offseason 
damage. It was mostly a quiet one for Washington, but the Capitals did 

trade Brenden Dillon which accounts for much of the value lost here. He 
should be able to be replaced internally which means the team shed 

some decent salary while likely not missing a beat this season. 

17. Boston Bruins 

Wins Added: -0.9 wins 

Salary Added: $6.4 million 

In: Linus Ullmark, Nick Foligno, Erik Haula, Tomas Nosek, Derek Forbort 

Out: David Krejci, Nick Ritchie, Jaroslav Halak, Ondrej Kase, Jeremy 

Lauzon, Kevan Miller, Sean Kuraly, Jarred Tinordi 

A lot of changes for Boston, but the biggest is definitely David Krejci 

leaving to play in the Czech Republic. He’s been a staple on this team for 
over a decade and his departure leaves a massive hole in the team’s 

second line center spot that I don’t think Charlie Coyle can fill. 

He’s the biggest reason the Bruins lose value this summer and the 
team’s four new skater additions don’t really fill the void. Nick Foligno 
might be washed, Erik Haula and Tomas Nosek don’t move the needle 
and Derek Forbort is just a warm body for the backend.  

It would look a lot worse too if Tuukka Rask was included. There’s no 
certainty in that situation, but the fact the team signed Linus Ullmark feels 
pretty telling. That’s a likely downgrade and if accounting for Rask 
leaving, the Bruins fall comfortably into the bottom 10 of this list. 

18. Dallas Stars 

Wins Added: -0.9 wins 

Salary Added: $2.5 million 

In: Ryan Suter, Braden Holtby, Michael Raffl, Jani Hakanpaa, Luke 
Glendening 

Out: Jamie Oleksiak, Jason Dickinson, Mark Pysyk, Andrew Cogliano, 
Justin Dowling 

A lot more changes than meets the eye and overall the Stars are a little 
bit worse off. 

Ryan Suter should replace Jamie Oleksiak fine in the top four, but that is 
far from true of Luke Glendening for Jason Dickinson. The latter is a very 
strong defensive-minded center who actually gets results worthy of the 
role while the former wins a lot of faceoffs and gets badly out-chanced on 
the regular. 

Those two swaps are the difference here, though the team did also add 
Braden Holtby which I found odd and interesting. Dallas already had 
NHL-calibre goalies on the roster, plus Ben Bishop on injured reserve. 

Holtby’s addition may signify Bishop’s health is still in question, but if he’s 
healthy what happens? And is Jake Oettinger just supposed to go back 

to the AHL now? It all seemed so strange. 

19. Florida Panthers 

Wins Added: -1.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$14.4 million 

In: Sam Reinhart 

Out: Chris Driedger, Keith Yandle, Alex Wennberg, Anton Stralman 

Three key players leaving, but one big upgrade should make it all 

worthwhile in Florida – especially as the other two can be replaced from 
within. 

Florida passed on Alex Wennberg’s exorbitant contract in free agency 
after a shooting percentage tinged season and in turn traded for a much 

more effective option. Sam Reinhart has long been a legitimate top six 
talent and came into his own last year when switched to center. He’s the 

fit this team has been looking for behind Aleksander Barkov for a long 
while. 

The model likes Chris Driedger and Yandle a fair bit which is why there’s 
a pretty big win discrepancy, but Spencer Knight should replace Driedger 
fine while Yandle’s main value comes from the power play where the 
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team is in good hands with Aaron Ekblad or MacKenzie Weegar. In other 
words, Florida should be a better team next year. Losing Anton Stralman 
also does help with that. 

20. Calgary Flames 

Wins Added: -1.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$1.3 million 

In: Blake Coleman, Tyler Pitlick, Nikita Zadorov, Andy Welinski, Trevor 

Lewis 

Out: Mark Giordano, Derek Ryan, Josh Leivo, Dominik Simon 

Blake Coleman was a great add for Calgary, a power forward with the 
ability to play in the top six. But the Flames aren’t a better team after this 
offseason because they haven’t been able to replace what they lost in 
expansion: captain Mark Giordano. That’s a huge hole to fill on the blue 
line and Nikita Zadorov isn’t the guy to fill it. Giordano was still a No. 1 
calibre defenceman last year creating a void on the team’s blue line. 
Coleman makes the Flames better up front, but it’s not to cover up that 
loss. 

21. New York Islanders 

Wins Added: -1.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$9.6 million 

In: Richard Panik 

Out: Jordan Eberle, Nick Leddy 

The Islanders have been extremely quiet so far, with not a peep coming 

out of their front office about some of their free agents that needed to be 
signed or even rumoured additions like Zach Parise. Things could look a 

lot different by the time everything gets announced, but for now the team 
is slightly worse (but much more cap flexible) thanks to losing Jordan 

Eberle to expansion and trading away Nick Leddy. Eberle is the big loss 
as he’s still a capable second line calibre winger, but that could be 
alleviated by resigning Palmieri and adding Parise. Either way, the 
Islanders offseason is obviously incomplete so it’s tough to fully judge. 

22. Vegas Golden Knights 

Wins Added: -1.9 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.7 million 

In: Evgenii Dadonov, Laurent Brossoit, Nolan Patrick, Brett Howden 

Out: Marc-Andre Fleury, Nick Holden, Tomas Nosek, Cody Glass, Ryan 
Reaves 

After several seasons of offseason improvement Vegas took a step back 
this summer in order to cut costs. That meant trading Marc-Andre Fleury, 

the mistreated face of the franchise who just won the Vezina Trophy. For 
nothing but cap space. 

Considering the team’s tight financials, it felt like a necessary evil to 
alleviate the cap crunch, but to see that space used on Evgenii Dadonov 

felt like a slap in the face. He’s a hugely declining asset that’s not worth 
his current deal. He gives the team some forward depth down the wing, 
but that doesn’t come close to replacing the value Fleury brought to the 
team.  

In the end, the Golden Knights lost nearly two wins of value in the 
process, but only saved $3.7 million. That’s not good enough. 

23. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Wins Added: -2.5 wins 

Salary Added: -$21.0 million 

In: Corey Perry, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Zach Bogosian, Brian Elliott 

Out: Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman, Tyler Johnson, Barclay Goodrow, 
David Savard, Cedric Paquette, Luke Schenn, Mitchell Stephens 

We all knew it would be a painful summer for the defending back-to-back 
Stanley Cup champions as they would need to shed a lot of money.  

Gone is the entire second line from the Cup wins, Yanni Gourde to 
expansion and Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow to free agency. The 
latter two’s new salaries just weren’t something Tampa Bay could afford. 
The same applies for David Savard. All that still wasn’t enough and the 
Lightning also had to trade Tyler Johnson, with a sweetener to make it 
happen. 

The end result is $21 million less in 2021-22 dollars, the most of any 
team. Despite that, the team didn’t end up losing all that much value 

given the circumstances. Eight other teams did worse and didn’t save 
nearly as much. Even with all the turnover, the Lightning should remain 

an elite team next season. 

24. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Wins Added: -2.7 wins 

Salary Added: -$6.3 million 

In: Danton Heinen, Brock McGinn, Dominik Simon 

Out: Jared McCann, Brandon Tanev, Frederick Gaudreau, Cody Ceci 

Pittsburgh’s biggest loss was in the expansion draft where the Penguins 

were basically the only team that had two quality players pried away. The 
Penguins couldn’t protect both Jared McCann and Brandon Tanev, so 

they traded one away and let Seattle take the other. 

It was a cap-clearing move, and in the case of Tanev a savvy one given 

his contract, but it made the team a lot worse in the short term. Tanev is 
a quality third-line winger and McCann showed last year he was a 

legitimate top six calibre player. Frederick Gaudreau was a very cheap 
internal option that could’ve helped alleviate those losses, but he also left 
in free agency. 

The incoming players aren’t very exciting with none of the three forwards 
moving the needle much. All three grade out as fourth line calibre. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Wins Added: -3.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$2.9 million 

In: Will Butcher, Mark Pysyk, Vinnie Hinostroza, Robert Hagg, John 
Hayden, Craig Anderson, Aaron Dell 

Out: Sam Reinhart, Linus Ullmark, Jake McCabe, William Borgen, 
Rasmus Ristolainen 

The Sabres are a worse team true talent-wise than they were to end the 
season and that doesn’t even include the impending Eichel trade that will 

only drop their wins added further down. This team has limited short term 
hope so getting worse is the right play here as the rebuild starts over. 

Buffalo earned some amazing draft capital in the Ristolainen and 
Reinhart deals, though losing Linus Ullmark for nothing does hurt. 

26. Minnesota Wild 

Wins Added: -2.5 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.6 million 

In: Frederick Gaudreau, Alex Goligoski, Jon Merrill, Dmitry Kulikov 

Out: Ryan Suter, Carson Soucy, Nick Bonino, Brad Hunt, Ian Cole 

It was a shock to see Ryan Suter bought out by Minnesota (salary added 
is based on his new deal’s price tag). The Wild needed the space and it 

figured they would do it to Parise (not accounted for above), but Suter 
still had game. That’s a tough spot to fill in the top four, especially as the 
natural internal replacement, Carson Soucy, was drafted by Seattle. 
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Those are two big losses and suddenly Minnesota’s blue line isn’t that 
deep. Bonino is an underrated loss on top of that. 

The players Minnesota acquired are solid, but none can replace what 
was lost. Alex Goligoski has potential to fill Suter’s shoes, but it’s a tough 
gamble. And while Jon Merrill and Dmitry Kulikov should make a 
cromulent bottom pair, neither are on Soucy’s level. The Wild surprised 
everyone last season, but they look likely to take a step back in 2021-22. 

27. New York Rangers 

Wins Added: -3.6 wins 

Salary Added: $1.1 million 

In: Barclay Goodrow, Dryden Hunt, Sammy Blais, Patrik Nemeth, Ryan 
Reaves, Jarred Tinordi 

Out: Pavel Buchnevich, Tony DeAngelo, Colin Blackwell, Philipp di 
Giuseppe, Brendan Smith, Brett Howden 

No team had a more baffling offseason as the front office seems to have 
gone all-in on the tougher to play against mandate. The Rangers spent 
an extra $1.1 million to be nearly four wins worse. Not a single player 
brought in is a significant needle mover and that includes Barclay 
Goodrow who will look much worse when not playing next to Gourde and 
Coleman. Ryan Reaves, at this stage of his career, hurts much more 
than he helps while neither Sammy Blais nor Patrik Nemeth offers much 
value above replacement.  

It’s a whole pile of nothing but toughness. It has a place, but the Rangers 
should prefer players who are actually good on top of being in tough, like 
Wilson, to solve their Wilson problem. They overpaid to curb a hyper-
fixation on one player and arguably set the team back to do it.  

The Rangers should still be in the playoff mix after this, they had a strong 
base to begin with, but they didn’t make things any easier for themselves 

trading away Pavel Buchnevich. That’s a legitimate top line forward 
traded for a low pick and someone who hits. Great work. 

28. Nashville Predators 

Wins Added: -4.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$10.3 million 

In: David Rittich, Philippe Myers, Cody Glass, Matt Luff 

Out: Ryan Ellis, Viktor Arvidsson, Calle Jarnkrok, Erik Haula, Pekka 

Rinne 

The rebuild is officially on with the team trading away Ryan Ellis and 

Viktor Arvidsson, though the package for the former was thoroughly 
underwhelming. Philippe Myers and Cody Glass don’t look like they’ll be 

impact NHLers given their current trajectory leaving Nashville with not 
much to show for a top pair defenceman. Given the market for those this 

summer, it felt like a huge misstep.  

Losing Calle Jarnkrok to expansion also hurts the team’s bottom line and 

barring some major bounce-backs for key forwards, Nashville looks a lot 
worse than it did a couple months ago in the playoffs. It’ll be difficult to 
get back there now. 

29. Colorado Avalanche 

Wins Added: -4.3 wins 

Salary Added: -$13.6 million 

In: Darcy Kuemper, Ryan Murray, Darren Helm, Kurtis MacDermid 

Out: Philipp Grubauer, Joonas Donskoi, Brandon Saad, Ryan Graves, 
Conor Timmins, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Patrik Nemeth 

The Avalanche had some gigantic contracts to sign this summer and paid 

the price to fit those pieces in. Losing starting goaltender Philipp 
Grubauer is the biggest loss for the team by far, but the next five players 

were also important contributors too. Joonas Donskoi and Brandon Saad 

were excellent in the middle six, Ryan Graves was mostly great in a top 
four role, Conor Timmins is coming into his own and Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare is a strong fourth-line defensive center. It’ll be very tough to 
replace all of that and it’s why Colorado has a huge win offseason deficit. 

Two of the players, Darren Helm and Kurtis MacDermid, really obfuscate 
things because they carry huge negative value, but the other two do help. 
Darcy Kuemper is no Grubauer, but when healthy has had some strong 
numbers for the Coyotes. Same goes for Ryan Murray, although his play 
did dip from his Columbus days. There’s no one to replace the two 
forwards lost and that’s the biggest issue, but Colorado is obviously 

hoping that can be done from within. 

30. Carolina Hurricanes 

Wins Added: -6.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$12.1 million 

In: Tony DeAngelo, Antti Raanta, Ian Cole, Josh Leivo, Ethan Bear, 
Derek Stepan, Frederik Andersen, Jalen Chatfield, Brendan Smith 

Out: Dougie Hamilton, Petr Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic, James Reimer, 
Warren Foegele, Brock McGinn, Morgan Geekie, Jani Hakanpaa, Jake 
Bean 

A terrible offseason showing both on and off the ice. I previously 
defended Carolina for not being as cheap as its reputation, but the major 
offseason moves reek of frugality.  

Carolina had a Norris-level defenceman on its team in Dougie Hamilton, 
and let him walk to a division rival despite a more than reasonable 
contract signed. The team is betting Tony DeAngelo can help fill that void 
and while that technically may be true on the power play, it very much 
was not worth the off-ice cost given how problematic DeAngelo has been 
for much of his career. 

In net, the Hurricanes had a three-headed beast all season and now 
have none of the above (and it’s worth noting the value lost there is 

inflated from using all three goalies on their new teams). I can see the 
argument for moving on from Mrazek and Reimer, but the Nedeljkovic 

trade was off-putting. That’s now even more true considering the team’s 
goaltending tandem replacement of Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta 

looks far worse for only $300,000 in savings. 

The rest doesn’t matter too much, but those two decisions make Carolina 
look a lot worse going into next season. Cheaper, but worse. The front 
office, which deserves the benefit of the doubt, is betting the effect won’t 
be nearly as much as advertised. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Wins Added: -8.0 wins 

Salary Added: -$3.4 million 

In: Shayne Gostisbehere, Ryan Dzingel, Conor Timmins, Antoine 

Roussel, Loui Eriksson, Anton Stralman, Jay Beagle 

Out: Conor Garland, Darcy Kuemper, Michael Bunting, Adin Hill, Antti 
Raanta, Alex Goligoski, Dryden Hunt, Niklas Hjalmarsson, Jordan 
Oesterle, Oliver Ekman-Larsson, John Hayden 

In terms of greatest tank battles, the Coyotes are definitely in the lead 
after their offseason. They shipped every goalie out, their best forward, 
and lost several other key pieces including most of their blue line. Aside 
from Shayne Gostsibehere (who should receive new life in Arizona), no 
one Arizona brought in really moves the needle either.  

In return, Arizona took in a hefty pile of draft capital, but also the 

knowledge that this new rebuild can start on the right note with a very 
high draft choice. After the offseason they had, the Coyotes look like 
they’ll be in the running for worst team in the NHL. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Edler excited for new challenge, but still coming to grips 
with Canucks exit 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

August 5, 2021, 6:42 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – For nearly half of his life – and all of his adulthood – 
Alex Edler has returned to Vancouver from Sweden each summer to get 
ready for hockey season. 

Later this month, he’ll return so he can get ready to leave. 

The 35-year-old defenceman said the reality of leaving the Vancouver 
Canucks, the team that drafted him in 2004 and two years later gave him 
his first of 1,007 National Hockey League games, won’t seem real until 
he returns to the city in August and starts packing up his house for the 
move next season to the Los Angeles Kings. 

After announcing through agent Mark Stowe that he planned to explore 

free agency for the first time in his career, Edler signed a one-year 
contract to play in Los Angeles last week. 

Right now, he told Sportsnet in an interview from Stockholm, the change 
doesn’t seem real. 

“Definitely weird,” he said. “I've been there my whole career, haven't 
seen anything else. I think it's going to feel even more weird when I come 

back to Vancouver. Being in Sweden, you're kind of away from 
everything, so I don't think it has really sunken in yet that I'm not going 

back to the Canucks, that I'm trying something new. That's going to feel 
weird. But the whole family, we're excited to try something new and move 
to L.A. I'm excited to play there and we're all kind of excited to live there. 
It's a mixed feeling. It's definitely going to be sad to leave Vancouver.” 

It may be weird for the Canucks, too, when they open training camp in 
September without Edler, who not only was their longest-serving player, 
but has been a key fixture on defence almost since he arrived in 2006 
after a meteoric rise from a beer league in Northern Sweden from which 

he was plucked by Vancouver scout Thomas Gradin. 

Edler wore Gradin’s old number, 23, from the day he arrived in 

November 2006 and played in a 3-2 road loss to the Colorado 
Avalanche, for whom Joe Sakic was the captain, not the general 

manager. Edler’s original Vancouver teammates included long-retired 
Canuck icons Markus Naslund, Mattias Ohlund and Trevor Linden. 

In theory, the Canucks’ decision in July to acquire Oliver Ekman-Larsson 
and the risk of $43.6-million owing on his contract from the Arizona 

Coyotes should be a lineup upgrade for Vancouver. Ekman-Larsson is 
30. Could his next five years be as good as Edler’s last five years, over 
the same age span? Sure. 

But Vancouver is also losing a navigation marker in Edler, a steadying 
and dependable influence on all the players around him. 

Until Stowe went on Rick Dhaliwal’s and Don Taylor’s television show 
last month to prepare the market for Edler’s exit, the defenceman had 
always insisted he wanted to be a Canuck for life. His wife, Amanda, is 
from Vancouver. This is the only home their daughters, Emme, 7, and 
River, 4, have known. 

Canuck general manager Jim Benning put a contract in front of Edler. He 
could have stayed, but didn’t. 

What changed? 

“I kind of just felt like I wanted to try something new,” Edler said. “I felt 
like, I think, I kind of needed it for myself. Maybe last year might have 
helped that part too — just not feeling like I had that much fun. It was a 
different year, with no fans and COVID. It was more my decision, my 
family's decision, that we wanted to try something new.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

During the Canucks’ dismal descent to the bottom of the standings in 
2021 after their playoff breakthrough the previous summer, there were a 

few reports and a lot of conjecture about unhappiness among players, 
especially about the perceived lack of communication within the 

organization during the team’s frightening P.1-variant outbreak in April. 

“I don't have any bad feelings toward Vancouver,” Edler said. “I have had 

so many good years there. I have so many things to thank them for. I get 
it, there's always a business side to hockey. It depends what situation the 

team is in and ... what you can offer players and what their roles will be, 
things like that. But the decision was mine. I just felt like it was time, I 

think, for me and my family to try something new. Me personally as a 
hockey player, I think I needed something new.” 

After the July 23 trade with Arizona, it was clear that Edler wasn’t coming 
back to the Canucks for a 16th season. The only surprise in free agency 
is that he didn’t find a team with a realistic chance at winning the Stanley 
Cup next season, but chose a young Kings’ team still trying to emerge 
from its rebuild. 

“I'm not in a position where I could just pick any team I want,” Edler said. 
“There was some interest from teams. 

“The reason why I had picked L.A. is just they showed a lot of interest 

and they really wanted me, and they saw how I would fit in there and how 
I would have a big role, and also helping out with some of their young 

defencemen. They really showed interest and really believed in me, and I 
think that was a big part. And, obviously, it's also a decision for the whole 

family. I think that weighed in a little bit, too, with the city and everything.” 

Although he said he wants to play “as long as possible” and doesn’t rule 

out anything beyond next season, Edler’s final game for Vancouver was 
a 4-2 home win against the Calgary Flames on May 18. 

Goal-less for the season and stuck at 99 regular-season markers in his 
career, Edler briefly had the puck late in the game with Flames’ net 
empty. But Edler made a play out of his zone, and teammate Brock 
Boeser eventually scored into the empty net. 

“I don't know if I had an opportunity to even try (for the open net), but I 
just remember Boeser taking a lot of heat from the other guys for not 
giving it to me,” Edler said. “But I don't think he even had an opportunity 
to do that. That goal never came, but that’s OK. It's kind of weird to go a 

whole season without getting one goal. Something usually goes in. But 
the fact that it was No. 100, no, that doesn't matter to me. It’s just a 

number.” 

Here are some others for Edler as a Canuck: 925 regular-season games, 

plus another 82 in the playoffs, 409 points, 1,431 hits, 1,758 blocks, 
average time on ice of 22:54, 575 wins during his 15 seasons. 

“I don't really know anything else,” Edler said of playing for the Canucks. 
“There's not enough things I can say (about) just how thankful I am for 

everything, not only the actual organization, but the whole city and how 
good I've felt there with my family. It's a great city, they have great fans. 
There's so many good memories from there. Being there for so long ... 
it's always going to be a home for me and my family. Maybe we'll settle 
down there after my career, I don't know. But Vancouver has been great 

to us.” 

He was great for the Canucks, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL’s Top 10 UFAs remaining: Latest rumours, reports 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

August 5, 2021, 2:58 PM 

 

A whopping 243 players have scribbled their autograph on contracts 

worth a silly $988,121,625 through the first five days of the NHL’s open 
season on free agents. 

And yet, more than few notable athletes remain without employment for 
the 2021-22 season. 

General managers will need to bargain harder, and jobless players may 
need to lower their asking prices, but there are still gems — or at least 
worthy gambles and depth additions — to be unearthed from 2021’s UFA 
class after the July 28’s frenzy. 

We round up the rumours and assess the value of the free agents who 
are taking a more patient approach this summer (in some cases, that’s 

even by choice) and are still up for grabs in August. 

More from Sportsnet 

31-thoughts-podcast  

31 Thoughts Podcast: Recapping free agency with a thought on all 32 
teams 

Sportsnet Staff 

NHL's Top 10 RFAs of 2021: Latest rumours and reports 

Luke Fox 

1. Tuukka Rask 

Age: 34 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $7 million 

The question isn’t whether Rask — a Vezina-winning, Cup-winning, 

Jennings-winning stud — is deserving of a rich, new short-term contract. 
The question is whether his body is up for one. 

Rask openly pondered 2021 retirement this past season and drew 
criticism in some (unkind) circles for departing the playoff bubble early to 
attend to a family matter. 

He underwent surgery on a torn hip labrum in late July and won’t be 
ready to play until January or February. If and/or when he straps on the 
pads again, Rask only sees it being in Boston. 

"I'm not going to play for anyone else than the Bruins. This is our home," 
Rask said on June 11. 

“At this point of my life and my career, I don't see any reason to go 

anywhere else, especially with the health I'm looking at now and a 
recovery time of five or six months. Hopefully it works out that I recover 
well, and we can talk about contracts when the time is right for that.” 

The Bruins’ crease is already in overhaul mode, with Jaroslav Halak 
(Vancouver) and Dan Vladar (Calgary) moving on. 

Expect Rask’s situation to simmer on the back burner, as the B’s roll into 
2021-22 with a young, fresh tandem of Linus Ullmark and Jeremy 
Swayman. 

“We needed to be prepared and allow Tuukka all the time he needs to 
get healthy. He just had surgery, spoke to him this morning, doing very 
well,” GM Don Sweeney said after signing Ullmark in free agency. 

“We’ve always left the door open for Tuukka to return. And I think it just 
allows Jeremy to continue to progress at a natural rate but also give him 
the opportunity to be at the NHL level. 

“When you’re trying to be a competitive team, you have to have depth. 
We felt that the last two playoffs, and we came up short. Now we’re trying 
to make sure that we’ve got the most competitive team we can, and 
identify if we have some needs going forward that we may have to have 

some changes as well.” 

2. Kyle Palmieri 

Age: 30 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.65 million 

Rental piece Palmieri’s two goals in 17 regular-season games for the 
Islanders underwhelmed, but he exploded for seven more in the post-
season. 

All reports point to Palmieri staying put on the Island. The belief is that a 

long-term deal has already been agreed to… but GM Lou Lamoriello 
hasn’t announced a thing. (Mike Hoffman, Blake Coleman, Jaden 

Schwartz and Boone Jenner could serve as comparables.) 

Lamoriello must also compensate key RFAs Anthony Beauvillier and 

Adam Pelech this summer, and he may be exploring a Vladimir 
Tarasenko trade as well. Perhaps he doesn’t want agents to know how 

much cap space he has left. 

With Jordan Eberle now a Kraken, New York needs some dependability 

on its wing. 

3. Casey Cizikas 

Age: 30 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $3.35 million 

The pivot of the New York Islanders’ crash-and-bang identity line drew a 
healthy amount of interest from the competition, with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Seattle Kraken, Buffalo Sabres and San Jose Sharks all reportedly 

exploring a signing. 

A career-long Islander, Cizikas has apparently shook hands on a multi-

year deal to remain on the Islander. Like Palmieri, we’re still awaiting an 
announcement. 

There is also speculation that Lamoriello will sign sudden UFA Zach 
Parise, whose price should be more modest. 

4. Jason Demers 

Age: 33 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

Right-shot defencemen were scooped up fast and furious on July 28, but 

this former Coyotes blueliner and steady, stay-at-home veteran is still 
available. 

Demers only registered four assists in 2021, but he’s still logging more 
than 17 minutes a night and driving play north despite starting the 

majority of his shifts in the D-zone. 

Another $4.5-million payday is unlikely, but some team will scoop him up. 

5. Marcus Johansson 
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Age: 30 

Position: Centre / Wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $4.5 million 

A 20-goal, 50-point asset for Washington before concussions and a slew 
of sweater changes derailed his career, the versatile Swede is the type of 

gamble that should be worth a short-term gamble. 

Fans in Boston, New Jersey and Pittsburgh are among those suggesting 

their GM take a flyer on this useful utility forward. 

Johansson scored just six goals and eight assists for the Wild in 2021, 

but he was primarily used in defensive situations. 

6. Nikita Gusev 

Age: 29 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $1 million 

A right shot capable of playing either wing, Gusev made some noise in 
2019-20 when he finally left the KHL, scoring 13 goals and 44 points in 
66 games for a bad Devils squad. 

The Russian's '21 campaign was split between New Jersey and Florida. 
His shooting percentage dropped, and he failed to find his groove in 

either lineup. 

Gusev is only 29. He should have some game left, and he's garnered 

some interest on the market. Does he give the NHL another shot, or 
return to the KHL? 

7. Travis Zajac 

Age: 36 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $5.75 million 

Like so many other veteran Islanders who are technically unrestricted 

free agents, there is a quiet assumption that bottom-six centreman Zajac 
may have a deal in principle to return to the Eastern Conference finalists. 

At this stage in a career, Zajac should be signing a one-year contract 
near the league minimum. 

Despite seeing his 1,000th game drift in the rear-view mirror, the durable 
Zajac can still play. 

He’ll kill penalties, chip in a bit of offence (20 points in 46 games in 
2021), and remains an excellent faceoff asset, with a career 53.8 per 
cent success rate in the dot. 

8. Sami Vatanen 

Age: 30 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $2 million 

My how Vatanen’s stock has fallen since his days as an emerging 
Anaheim Duck. The right-shot D-man still has some offensive upside and 
could thrive in third-pairing minutes. 

Bouncing from Anaheim to New Jersey to Carolina to New Jersey to 
Dallas over the past four seasons, there is still belief that if Vatanen finds 

the proper fit, he could resurrect his career and celebrate his 500th game 
this upcoming season. 

Righties are tough to come by. 

9. Zdeno Chara 

Age: 44 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $795,000 

The oldest and tallest man in the NHL hasn't retired yet, so it remains 
unknown if his career ended in a handshake line against the Boston 
Bruins or if he'll give it another go on a one-year, team-friendly contract. 

“Z is in Slovakia spending time with family. He is working out hard and 
leaving all of his options open. There is no rush on anything with him," 
Chara's agent, Matt Keator, told Pierre LeBrun of The Athletic. 

Last season, Chara didn't sign with the Washington Capitals until about a 

week before training camp. If he's interested, we're certain a few GMs 
will kick tires at a third-pairing leader and excellent penalty killer. 

During Chara's season-ending Zoom call, he was unsure if he’d play a 
24th season. 

“This season didn’t end the way we wanted, but that’s life,” Chara said. 

“You have to move on. As far as myself and my future, I’m probably 
going to take a few days to talk to my family and make decisions after. I 
think that, obviously, it’s not always a decision I can make myself. 
Sometimes there are things in life you have to realize. I have to have 
those conversations with my wife and my children and see where we’re 
going to be in the next two days or weeks. After those conversations, I’ll 
probably let those emotions settle in and see where I’m at.” 

10. Ryan Donato 

Age: 25 

Position: Centre / Left wing 

2018-19 salary cap hit: $1.9 million 

Rare that 25-year-old NHL centres appear on the open market. But with 
the San Jose Sharks trading for Donato in 2020 and not deeming the 

forward worth a qualifying offer in 2021, here we are. 

The Boston native is coming off back-to-back 20-point seasons in 
shortened campaigns are should be able to find a bottom-six niche in the 
league. 

But with a non-playoff club like the Sharks taking a pass, Donato's 
bargaining power has taken a hit. A short-term, low-money gamble could 
help Donato rejuvenate his career and wouldn't be a bad gamble for 
clubs looking for depth up the middle. 

Donato was drafted by his hometown Bruins back in 2014 and is already 
looking to join his fourth franchise. 
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Canada women’s worlds roster heavy on youth 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

It’s official. The next generation of Canadian women’s hockey players 
have arrived on the world stage. 

On Thursday, Canada announced its roster for the upcoming IIHF 
Women’s World Hockey Championship in Calgary later this month after 

its 29-member centralization roster participated in a two-week 
development camp.  
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“It has been a challenging 16 months for our athletes and staff, but we 
have never lost sight of our goal of competing for a world championship 
on home ice,” said director of hockey operations Gina Kingsbury. “We 
have had few opportunities to train together as a group, but our training 
camp has been high tempo and competitive. We are confident in our 
group; we are a team full of skill, youth and veteran leadership that will 
give us the best chance to compete for a gold medal beginning Aug. 20.” 

Canada, which opens its preliminary round on Friday, Aug. 20, against 
Finland on TSN/RDS (6 p.m. ET/3 p.m. PT), captured a bronze medal at 
the 2019 Women’s Worlds but hasn’t won gold since 2012. The 2020 

tournament was cancelled due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Of the 25 players named to the 2021 team, eight will be making their 

world championship debuts. That includes a trio of young NCAA players 
in blueliner Ashton Bell and forwards Emma Maltais and Sarah Fillier. 

Canada’s trio of goalies include the returning Emerance Maschmeyer 
and Ann-Renée Desbiens, along with senior team newcomer Kristen 

Campbell. 

Clearly, Hockey Canada feels that an injection of youth is needed to end 

the country’s nearly decade-long gold-medal drought at the tournament. 
Head coach Troy Ryan isn’t going to change the on-ice structure much, 
but wants his players to play quicker and possess the puck more.  

“You’re just trying to weigh different options,” he said. “Who potentially 
looks good with who, but also just to give some different people an 
opportunity.” 

There are also familiar veterans on the team, names like captain Marie-
Phillip Poulin, Sarah Nurse, and Brianne Jenner. Rebecca Johnston will 
also suit up. The 31-year-old was cut from the 2019 team and then tore 
her Achilles while training last summer.  

“Often times, it doesn’t matter what happens to you, it’s how you react to 
it,” Ryan said last week. “Rebecca has come back to the program and 

dealt with it to the best of her ability and came back and been a great 
addition to the program for sure. She’s highly skilled, plays the game the 

right way, plays with speed. We’re pretty happy with where she’s at right 
now given all that she’s dealt with.” 

Forwards Jessie Eldridge, who made her debut with the senior team in 
the Feb. 2020 Rivalry Series versus the United States, and Julia Gosling, 
one of the youngest players on the centralization roster, did not make the 
team. 

“One of the messages to the entire group was that we’ve been very 
confident and happy with both Julia and Jesse’s play to date, but we felt 
at this point we were going to go in a different direction,” Ryan said. “I’m 
very confident they’ll be back in the mix Sept. 1 and ready to join our 
team for centralization.” 

That 29-player centralization roster will reunite after the Women’s Worlds 

to prepare for the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing.  

While the new additions could help, management could be overlooking 

other talented players not on the current centralization roster, particularly 
recent Patty Kazmaier (best female college hockey player) winners Daryl 

Watts and Loren Gabel.  

 “When I think about these athletes, I think of pure skill and goal scoring 

ability,” two-time Olympic gold medalist Cheryl Pounder told TSN this 
week. “Both Loren Gabel and Daryl Watts possess creativity. They don’t 

just play north-south, they play east-west. They have abilities to slow the 
game down.” 

The 10-team tournament, which has Canada in Group A with Finland, 
ROC (Russian Olympic Committee), Switzerland and the United States, 
will run from Aug. 20-31. Group B teams include the Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Germany, Hungary and Japan. All games will be played at 
WinSport Arena in Canada Olympic Park in Calgary. 

Hockey Canada announced the 25 players who will represent Canada at 
the upcoming 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship from Aug. 20-31 
at WinSport Arena at Canada Olympic Park in Calgary. 

Canada will play all of its preliminary-round games at 6 p.m. ET/3 p.m. 
PT., with TSN and RDS, the official broadcast partners of Hockey 
Canada, carrying extensive game coverage and analysis throughout the 
tournament. TSN will broadcast all preliminary-round games, playoff 
games and medal games, while RDS will provide coverage of all 
Canada’s games as well as playoff games. 
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Is the Flames' defence good enough to reach the postseason? 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Part two of our Seven Questions series heads to Calgary and an 
organization that’s been running on the treadmill of mediocrity for some 
time now – not nearly good enough to compete for the Stanley Cup, but 
talented enough to steadily hunt postseason berths. 

It’s clear 2021-22 will be a pivotal season for the Flames’ core, if not 
because of the under-performance from a season ago, then because of 

pressure from the salary cap. 

Players the calibre of Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau will see 

contracts expire at the end of next season, and such an investment 
would signal a belief in the core pieces of this roster to get over the 

proverbial hump. 

What’s particularly fascinating about this pressure cooker of a season 

ahead is the fact that this group is going to have to get over the hump 
without face of the franchise Mark Giordano, the former captain having 
been selected by the Seattle Kraken in the expansion draft. 

The loss of Giordano (and the prior loss of T.J. Brodie to the Maple Leafs 
in unrestricted free agency) stripped the Flames of one of their team 
strengths, a reliable first pairing that could be deployed against every 
level of competition. 

Thus, our Calgary question is very simple: Is the Flames’ defence good 

enough to get this team into the postseason once more? 

Let’s start with the expected Flames depth chart on the back end for the 

approaching year, and their respective contributions – measured by 
Goals Above Replacement – over the past couple of seasons: 

On the plus side of things, the Flames do have depth heading into next 
season, but some of that will be contingent on taking care of a bunch of 

restricted free agents. Nikita Zadorov, Oliver Kylington, Juuso Valimaki 
(10.2), and Connor Mackey are all in need of new deals this summer. 

Zadorov is the biggest name of the group, his rights acquired from the 
Chicago Blackhawks last week for a third-round pick. Assuming Zadorov 
is extended, it’s likely he – along with Noah Hanifin, Rasmus Andersson, 
and Chris Tanev – will be playing a bulk of those top-four minutes against 
difficult competition. 

Andersson is perhaps the most interesting; his sterling results two years 
ago transitioned him from depth option to reliable top-four option (playing 
more than 21 minutes a night), but with most of those minutes anchored 
to Giordano. Hanifin and Tanev were another regular top-four pairing last 
season and we should expect that trend to continue into next season. 

Zadorov is more of a question mark. It seems likely he’ll be used in more 
of a shutdown-type of role, but if the Tanev-Hanifin pairing is sacred, the 

look and feel of Andersson’s next partner will be quite different. 
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That matters a great deal. It is true the Flames have depth. It is also true 
that their performance has been exceptionally dictated by the strength of 
the Giordano pairing (and the respective top-six forwards in front) driving 
scoring and winning games. 

Over a three-year horizon, spanning significant minutes with both Brodie 
and Andersson, the Giordano pairing dominated at even strength. The 
rest of the group (a group, I point out, that included most of the other 
names in the defensive pool) fell underwater by the end of the 2020-21 
season: 

The Flames had to move on from Giordano at some point – 37-year-old 

defenders are already defying the aging curve in extraordinary fashion. 
But Calgary’s bet here is that Andersson was a part of the reason why 

their top pairing was so effective last year in transitioning the puck and 
sustaining pressure in the offensive zone; in other words, it wasn’t 

Giordano taking Andersson along for the ride. 

Andersson looks like a promising player – he’s still just 24 and has 

started to show a bit of a scoring touch in the past couple of seasons as 
well. But there are reasons to be bearish about the effectiveness of this 

pairing going forward. If we look at the last couple of seasons in which 
Giordano and Andersson played together, then isolate their performance 
when separated from one another, Giordano’s presence is palpable: 

Even if you discount the goal numbers (the Flames were outscored 53 to 
36 with the Giordano and Andersson pairing on, an .878 save percentage 
at issue here), it’s clear Giordano was driving the bus. That was true on 
two fronts: Giordano’s performance dramatically increased when moved 
away from Andersson, and Calgary’s team performance suffered 
whenever Giordano was taking a breather. 

I attribute much of this to Giordano’s breakout and transition abilities as 

both a skater and passer; the Flames' forecheck, which is quite good 
when it’s on its game, can recover pucks and drive offence to the heart of 

the net. 

That’s what made Giordano so valuable for so many years in Calgary. 

His ability to take the defensive burden and zone exit responsibilities off 
the forward group (and in some cases, even off his partner) unlocked a 

lot of what Calgary wanted to do in the transition. Giordano isn’t being 
replaced by another form of Giordano – he’s being replaced by a number 
of internal (and up until now, lesser) options and a defensive defenceman 
in Zadorov. 

This is a talented group. But it is reasonable to wonder if they will take a 
step back in Giordano’s absence, and what that might mean for roster-
building strategies over the long term. 

Another losing season in Calgary may drive calls for more change. But a 
season where Calgary’s younger core of defenders step up and deliver 
could make Giordano but a memory and give Treliving the ammunition 
he needs to continue adding talent around this core group. 
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10 takeaways from Canada’s World Junior Summer Showcase 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Hockey Canada wrapped up its summer development camp for under-18 

and under-20 players in Tsuut'ina Nation, Alta., earlier this week. Here 
are 10 takeaways as Team Canada gears up for the 2022 World Juniors 

in Edmonton and Red Deer.  

Kaiden Guhle is ready to lead the way to redemption 

How long did it take Guhle to get over the 2-0 loss to Team USA in last 
year’s gold-medal game?  

"I don't think I'm over it yet," the Prince Albert Raiders defenceman 
admitted. "Probably not a day where I don’t think about it. That was a 
pretty heartbreaking loss, even for the guys who weren't there. They still 
feel the pain. Any time you lose the gold medal the whole country feels 
it." 

Guhle is eager for a shot at redemption and ready to take on a leadership 
role.  

There are five players eligible to return for Team Canada, but Kings 
forward Quinton Byfield and Ducks defenceman Jamie Drysdale appear 

likely to be in the National Hockey League and didn’t attend the summer 
camp. As a result, TSN Director of Scouting Craig Button says Guhle is 

his choice to wear the 'C' for Canada. The Canadiens prospect watched 
Montreal's playoff run closely and was inspired by Shea Weber.   

"That's the kind of leader I want to be like," Guhle said. "It looks like he 
doesn’t say a whole lot, but he does everything the right way and the 

guys follow him." 

As one of three returning players at Hockey Canada’s summer camp, 
Kaiden Guhle is taking on a leadership role. The Prince Albert 
defenceman is driven to avenge last year’s defeat in the gold medal 
game. "I don’t think I’m over it yet," Guhle said. "Probably not a day 
where I don’t think about it.” The Canadiens prospect was inspired by 
how Shea Weber led Montreal to the Stanley Cup Final. 

Cole Perfetti's development was accelerated by professional experience  

With Byfield likely in Los Angeles, Perfetti may be Canada's only returnee 
up front. After settling for silver in the Edmonton bubble, the Jets 

prospect spent the rest of the year playing with professionals, producing 
26 points in 32 games with the Manitoba Moose in the American Hockey 

League.  

Perfetti feels like a stronger and faster player now.  

"Playing in the A, it kind of forces you," he explained. "If you're not 
moving your feet and playing at a certain speed you're not going to be 

able to make plays or be able to keep up. I think naturally you just 
develop being able to play at that high speed." 

Perfetti, who will turn 20 on Jan. 1, also benefitted from being part of 
Canada's gold-medal run at the World Championship in Latvia.  

"There are a lot of winning habits that I developed and learned from 
being there," he said.  

Perfetti has the gold medal on display at his home.  

"I got the World Junior silver and Hlinka silver on the left and right of it, 
and sometimes I go in there and look and remember how I don't ever 

want to feel what it was like to get a silver again," he said. "I want that 
gold feeling so a little bit of motivation for sure." 

Emboldened by pro experience, Perfetti brings winning habits to World 
Junior camp 

After settling for silver inside the Edmonton bubble in January, Cole 
Perfetti got a taste of the professional level playing for the Manitoba 
Moose in the American Hockey League and representing Canada at the 
senior men's worlds. The Winnipeg Jets prospect feels like that 
experience accelerated his development and will now help him take care 
of some unfinished business at the junior level. 

Kent Johnson would be a great fit alongside Perfetti 

Johnson seems ready for a prime-time role. The Michigan Wolverines 

forward lined up at centre during the camp and was the star of the final 
game, recording two goals and three assists. 
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"He has great poise," noted Dave Cameron, Canada's head coach. "He 
sees the ice really well and distributes the puck really well, but also has a 
sneaky shot too. Just real good offensive instincts and he wants the 
puck." 

The fifth-overall pick in July's draft made a crafty play in overtime 
Tuesday night drawing in two defenders and setting up fellow Blue 
Jacket prospect Corson Ceulemans for the winning goal.   

"Just entered the zone and tried to suck two guys to me," said Johnson. 
"Cooly was busting in there and I tossed it to space." 

"His ability to find plays that other players might not find and create 

something out of nothing, he's really special that way," Ceulemans said. 

Button's projected roster features a top line of Johnson between Perfetti 

and Hurricanes prospect Seth Jarvis.  

Johnson actually started the camp on a line with Perfetti and made an 
immediate impression.  

"Super skilled," Perfetti observed following the first practice. "He can 
really think the game. It was really fun to play with someone like that. I 
had never met him before, so it was nice to kind of put a face to his 
name." 

Johnson, Sillinger put on a show in wild camp finale 

It was the battle of the Blue Jackets prospects in the final game of 

Hockey Canada's Summer Showcase. Cole Sillinger scored four goals 
for Team Dyck, but Kent Johnson responded with two goals and three 
assists, including a beautiful set-up on the overtime winner by fellow 
Columbus pick Corson Ceulemans. 

Shane Wright envisions a big role 

It was a relatively quiet camp for Wright, at least by his lofty standards, 

but the Kingston Frontenacs centre made it clear what his expectations 
are for the World Junior team.  

"I feel like I can have a huge role," the 17-year-old said. "I have 
experience being at the [selection] camp last year and going through that 
and the U18s as well. I'm hoping to bring those experiences and be a 
leader." 

Wright captained Canada to a gold medal at the World Under-18 
Championship earlier this year producing 14 points in just five games.  

"For his age, he's almost a consummate pro now," said Ottawa 67's 
general manager James Boyd, who heads up Hockey Canada's 

management group. "He brings it every day. He's good in all three zones. 
For the level of the skill, you know, the attention to detail in all areas of 

ice is really, really impressive. He's mature beyond his years. The way he 
carries himself, it's something to see." 

Wright, who received exceptional player status allowing him to suit up in 
the Ontario Hockey League at age 15, scored 39 goals in 58 games as a 

rookie with Kingston.  

"The thing about Shane is he's always been playing up one, two and in 
some cases three age groups, so it's not foreign to him," Boyd noted. 
"He’s got a lot of confidence and he’s proven himself as a player so the 
situation is prime [for him to make an impact]." 

"I love high expectations," said Wright, who is on course to be the top 
pick in the 2022 NHL draft. "I like playing with the pressure. I think that's 
something I thrive under so I'm fine with it. I enjoy it." 

Button is projecting Bedard, the first player to receive exceptional status 
in the Western Hockey League, will become the first 16-year-old to crack 

Canada's World Junior roster since Connor McDavid in 2014.  

"He's an unbelievable talent, such a skilled guy and a great person as 

well," said Wright. "He definitely has a shot.” 

"It wouldn't surprise me at all," said Peterborough Petes centre Mason 
McTavish, who roomed with Bedard at the World Under-18 
Championship. "He's capable of it." 

Added Guhle, "We came to watch him when we first got here and he 
made a shot out of every single angle. He's so good at changing angles." 

Bedard produced 28 points in 15 games with the Regina Pats last 
season and then scored seven goals and added seven assists in seven 
games at the World Under-18 Championship.  

"His hockey sense is extremely high," said Alan Millar, Hockey Canada's 
director of player personnel. "He's deceptive in his pace in terms of 

controlling the game, slowing the game down, and then bursting through 
seams. But, on top of that, he has the intangibles in terms of will and 

determination." 

One moment, in particular, stands out.  

"When he missed the penalty shot in the gold-medal game at the World 
Under-18, you could see he came out on the ice the next shift with a 

purpose and scored an outstanding goal to tie the game," Millar said. 

"I was mad," Bedard recalled. "I missed and there was 10 of these little 
Russian kids screaming at me, so that definitely did fire me up. I didn't 
want to go out on that. The [Russian] goal before was probably my fault 
too, so just a bad turn of events and I really wanted to get one." 

Bedard will have to earn his ticket to Edmonton. At the summer camp, he 
was skating with the under-18 group, but the World Juniors are 
absolutely on his radar.  

"It's kind of in the back of your head," he acknowledged. "All I can do 
right now is just play my hardest and try to impress the people that are 
making that decision." 

Can Bedard crack Canada's World Junior roster at 16? 

After a stand-out performance at the World Under-18 Championship, 
Regina Pats forward Connor Bedard is making a bid to become the first 
16-year-old to crack Canada's World Junior roster since Connor McDavid 
in 2014. "It's kind of in the back of your head, but you just got to focus on 

now and all I can do right now is just play my hardest at this camp," said 
the North Vancouver native. 

Zachary L'Heureux and Ridly Greig can drive an energy line  

L'Heureux scored in all three games at the camp and also made his 
presence felt with physical play.  

"I thought I had a great camp," the Halifax Mooseheads left winger said. 
"I did everything in my power to show everybody what I can do … I 

opened a lot of eyes so, moving forward, I think I'm a guy they definitely 
have on the radar." 

Picked by the Predators 27th overall in July’s draft, L'Heureux models his 
game after Mathew Tkachuk and Brad Marchand and sometimes lets his 

emotions get the better of him. He was suspended four times in the 
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League last season, but there's no question 
he injects energy into a team.  

"Compete level is something that’s been with me my whole life," he said. 
"I don’t think I need much to motivate me. I know the guys that were 
drafted in front of me and I want to prove everybody wrong. So, that’s the 
mindset I'm going to show up to camp with, show up to next season with, 

and make sure when people see me they regret the decision to not pick 
me."   

Button's projected roster features L'Heureux and Greig on the fourth line 
and that duo could drive other teams nuts. Greig racked up 32 points and 
39 penalty minutes 21 games with the Brandon Wheat Kings last season.  

Greig's physical play will pack an even greater punch if he's able to bulk 
up. The Lethbridge, Alta. native was listed at 164 pounds at the camp 
and wants to get to 175 by the start of the next season.  
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"It's pretty tough," the Ottawa Senators prospect admitted. "I pretty much 
eat all day and the weight is kind of on its own page right now. Hopefully I 
can get there ... I can eat junk food and chocolate cake. I definitely spent 
a lot of money on chocolate this summer."  

Struggling to gain weight, Sens prospect Greig indulges his sweet tooth 

Struggling to put on weight, Senators prospect Ridly Greig has indulged 
his sweet tooth this off-season. The Brandon Wheat Kings centre, who 
calls chocolate cake his guilty pleasure, is at the Hockey Canada 
summer camp this week. Greig, who hails from Lethbridge, Alta., is 
hoping to play in front of family and friends at the World Juniors in 

Edmonton. 

Sebastian Cossa is the favourite to be the starter 

One of the players eligible to return for Team Canada is Kamloops goalie 
Dylan Garand, who backed up Devon Levi at last year's event. But 

Button sees Cossa as the favourite to win the starting job.  

Cossa has never played for Team Canada at an international event, but 

believes he's ready for the moment. He says pressure makes him play 
better.  

"It's in Edmonton, which is close to my home in Fort McMurray so a lot of 
friends and family would be able to be there and the pressure would be 
the tops. I couldn't think of a better place for it be," he said.  

Cossa posted a 17-1-1 record and .941 save percentage with the Oil 
Kings last season and was the first goalie picked (15th overall) in July's 
NHL draft. The building in Edmonton that will host the World Juniors is 
also his home rink in the WHL. What's his comfort level in that barn?  

"I'd say 10 out of 10. I love it," he said with a big smile. "I couldn't think of 
a better spot to have my first real international stage." 

Cossa is an imposing figure in the crease. Listed as 6-foot-6 and a half 

last season, Cossa is now up to 6-foot-7. 

"There's not a lot of net to look at," said Jarvis, who plays for Portland in 
the WHL. "When you're coming down you kind of shoot and hope he 
moves the wrong way. He's a monster in net." 

"He's a big boy, for sure," said Hockey Canada goaltending consultant 
Olivier Michaud. "He covers a lot of net and he's pretty agile for his size."  

The big goalie also has a big mouth.  

"He chirps the other team and the other goalie and he really has no 
mercy," said Dylan Guenther, Cossa's teammate in Edmonton.  

When Guenther failed to convert on a shootout attempt at the summer 
camp, Cossa let him hear it.  

Brandt Clarke is having a good time 

The blueline may end up providing Team Canada management with their 

greatest question marks at the final selection camp in December. Button 
only felt comfortable projecting four defencemen (Guhle, Michigan's 

Owen Power, Moose Jaw's Daemon Hunt and Clarke) on his roster.  

Clarke is the only right shot among those four. The Barrie Colt posted 
seven points in seven games at the World Under-18 Championship and 
was also responsible for Canada's goal song: 'Nothin’ But A Good Time,' 
by Poison. 

"I'm a big rock guy and that was on my playlist," Clarke revealed. "That 
chorus, 'Nothin' but a good time,' fires me up every time I'm in my car and 
I thought it'd be good for the boys. I threw that in the group chat and 
everyone loved it." 

Forwards tend to love it when Clarke is on the ice. He makes things 

happen and that was the case throughout Canada's summer camp. He 
scored in the opening game on a play that saw him end up below the 

hashmarks in the offensive zone.  

"It was a blocked shot and they started turning up the ice and their 
forward wasn't really checking so I just kind of stepped in front of him and 
we went on a quick three-on-one. I drove and got it to [Zayde] Wisdom 
and he threw it back to L'Heureux and he took a one-timer and it was just 
sitting there for me to chip it in." 

Clarke posted three assists in Tuesday's finale.  

The 18-year-old seemed even more energetic than usual at the camp. 
Perhaps he was still riding a wave of adrenaline from the draft. The Kings 
made Clarke the No. 8 pick.  

"Anze Kopitar reached out to me," Clarke said. "He signed it 'AK11' in his 

text and I was like, 'Who is this?' And then it snapped in and I was like, 
'Oh my God!' That was a cool moment. I was like sitting in a breakfast 

diner when that happened. I screamed. It was pretty funny."  

Barrie defenceman Brandt Clarke scored on Saturday in the opening 

Red-White Game of Hockey Canada’s summer camp for World Junior 
hopefuls. Afterwards he spoke to TSN about his quest to make the team, 

what it was like to get a text from Kings captain Anze Kopitar following 
the NHL draft and why he picked 'Nothin' But A Good Time' as Canada's 

goal song for the World Under-18 Championship. 

Cameron gets a second chance. 

Cameron was the head coach at the 2011 World Juniors when Canada 
squandered a 3-0 lead in the third period of the gold-medal game against 
Russia.  

"It was a heart-wrenching defeat," he said. "I never thought I'd get the 
chance again and now that I got it, I'm really excited. So, yes, there's 
some unfinished business. The disappointment of that took me a long 
time, I don't know if 'get over it' is the right term, but to let go." 

When incumbent World Junior coach Andre Tourigny was hired by the 

Arizona Coyotes on July 1, the job opened up. Boyd, who was on 
Cameron's staff when he coached Mississauga in the OHL, reached out 

to his old friend.  

"It came together extremely quickly," Boyd said. "It's fortunate that Dave 

and I worked together and have been in constant communication over 
the years. He's up to date on what's on the scene here in Canada. He 

always has been." 

"He was asking me about a few guys he was interviewing for the job," 
Cameron said. "Out of the blue he asked me if I'd be interested. I said, 
'Well, I always listen.'" 

Added Boyd, "When the opportunity arose for the national junior team, 
that's something Dave's not going to say, 'No,' to." 

Cameron, a former bench boss of the Ottawa Senators, spent the past 
three years coaching the Vienna Capitals in Austria.  

"From the last time I did it to this time, there's a lot of experience 
[gained]," said Cameron, who celebrated his 63rd birthday during the 

camp. "I'm a lot more relaxed this time." 

Out of the blue: Cameron's second chance at World Junior glory 

Hockey Canada opened its summer camp for World Junior hopefuls this 
week in Alberta. The returning players are seeking redemption after 
falling short in the gold medal game in the Edmonton bubble, and their 
new head coach is also looking to make the most of a second chance. 

Mark Masters has more. 

Adam Fantilli took advantage of a unique camp format.  

The camp saw the under-18 group join the under-20 group at the Seven 

Chiefs Sportsplex. And the rosters were actually combined for the last 
two days. The coaching staff held a draft to create four different teams 
featuring players from both age groups.  

"We made a difficult decision earlier in the year that we would not play 

international competition this summer, so that meant no Ivan Hlinka for 
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our under-18s," explained Scott Salmond, Hockey Canada's senior vice-
president of hockey operations. 

"This under-18 group also missed the under-17s [event], so we wanted to 
make sure we had an opportunity for them to learn about Hockey 
Canada, the Canadian way, and there's no better way to do that than to 
merge them with our under-20s to get some mentorship there." 

Fantilli, the MVP of the USHL playoffs last season, took full advantage of 
the opportunity. The Chicago Steel centre scored twice and earned 
player-of-the game honours on the camp's final day, helping Team Louis 
Robitaille pick up a win.  

"He's a guy I was intrigued by," said Robitaille, who is the head coach 
and general manager of the Gatineau Olympiques and will serve as an 

assistant at the World Juniors. "I didn't know much about him. I watched 
him in practice and was really impressed. He's a guy who's really mature. 

He plays the right way. He's a big boy, who skates well. As soon as he 
gets the puck, it's on and off his stick. He's a guy with a high IQ and he 

was excited for that challenge to play with the U20 guys ... and wanted to 
prove himself and that's what he did." 
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