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NHL Power Rankings: Best bargain contracts in free agency 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we are 
going to take a look at the best value signings of the free agent 
signing period so far. 

What are we considering a value signing? Signings that have 
little term and a smaller salary cap hit. We are setting the limit 
at contracts that are only one or two years in length and have 
a salary cap hit of lower than $5 million per season. Signings 
that carry relatively little risk, but have the potential for a 
reward. 

Which signings and players make this week’s list? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Tomas Tatar, New Jersey Devils (2 years, $9 
million). Forget value signing, Tatar might be one of the best 
signings of the offseason. Period. He has played at a top-line 
level for several years and brings elite possession driving and 
25-goal ability to a Devils team that needs as much talent as 
it can get around its young core of Jack Hughes and Nico 
Hischier. 

2. Pius Suter, Detroit Red Wings (2 years, $6.25 million). It is 
surprising that the Blackhawks, a team that is lacking forward 
depth, could not find a use for Suter. Instead they opted not to 
tender him a qualifying offer and allowed him to become an 
unrestricted free agent. The Red Wings got him on a two-year 
deal to add some much needed skill to their forward lineup. Is 
he a star? Probably not. But he could be this year’s Anthony 
Duclair — a talented, young forward that did not get tendered 
as a restricted free agent and found a new home somewhere 
else. 

3. Keith Yandle, Philadelphia Flyers (1-year, $900,000). Just 
because he is no longer a top-pairing, 25-minute per night 
player does not mean he is without value. Put him into a 
situation where he can focus on offense and you are going to 
get some production. The Flyers signed him for less than a 
million dollars and if they are smart are going to get a heckuva 
third-pairing/power play specialist. 

4. Antti Raanta, Carolina Hurricanes (2 years, $4 million). The 
Hurricanes’ revolving door of goalies keeps rolling this 
offseason with Raanta and Frederik Andersen joining the 
roster. Technically both goalies could have made the list given 
their contracts, but we are going to go with Raanta because 
he has the cheaper deal and might be more intriguing. If he is 
healthy — big if — he could be a significant addition. 

5. Ryan Dzingel, Arizona Coyotes (1-year, 
$1.1 million). Probably a signing that you overlooked, but 
Arizona getting Dzingel for one year and $1.1 million is a smart 
move. He has had strong underlying numbers the past couple 
of years and still scores at 10-15 goal pace over 82 games. 

He is also the type of player that Arizona can flip at the 
deadline for another pick or prospect to continue its rebuild. 

6. Nick Foligno, Boston Bruins (2 years, $3.8 million). This did 
not work out for him in Toronto after the trade deadline and is 
now moving on to Boston. He probably will not score like a 
top-six forward anymore, but the Bruins do not really need him 
to be one of those. As a third-line option he should still be able 
to add something. 

7. Mathieu Perreault, Montreal Canadiens (1-year, 
$950,000). The Canadiens have lost a lot from their Stanley 
Cup Final team this offseason, but Perreault is a nice cheap 
addition to help replace at least some of it. Strong possession 
driver that can chip in some offense and he only costs 
$950,000 against the salary cap. 

8. Corey Perry, Tampa Bay Lightning (2 years, $2 million). If 
you can not beat them, join them. After losing to the Lightning 
in back-to-back Cup Finals with two different teams, Perry 
joins Tampa Bay on a two-year, $2 million contract to help 
them go for a three-peat. The Lightning lost four significant 
forwards from those teams and needed to replenish the depth, 
and while Perry may not be on the level of Yanni 
Gourde or Blake Coleman any longer, he should still be a 
solid addition. 

9. Nick Bonino, San Jose Sharks (2 years, $4.1 million). Good 
defensive center that can score 15 goals. Will he make the 
Sharks a contender again? No. But he is still a good pickup. 

10. Braden Holtby, Dallas Stars (1-year, $2 million). His 
career has rapidly declined, and things did not work out in 
Vancouver, but I like his chances for a rebound playing behind 
that defense in Dallas. 

11. Derek Stepan, Carolina Hurricanes (1-year, $1.35 
million). He was limited to just 20 games in Ottawa and has 
been in a bit of a decline before that, but the Hurricanes are 
not counting on him to carry the offense. As a bottom-six 
option for $1.3 million this season there is some potential for 
a small impact here. 

12. Ryan Murray, Colorado Avalanche (1-year $2 
million). Murray never panned out as expected as a No. 2 
overall pick for a number of reasons (injuries are high on the 
list) but he is still a solid defensive player that should be a nice 
depth addition in Colorado for cheap. They do not need him to 
be more than a third-pairing player. 

13. Ian Cole, Carolina Hurricanes (1-year, $2.9 million). He 
will not do much to drive the offense, but a very good 
defensive presence with Stanley Cup experience. 

14. Ondrej Kase, Toronto Maple Leafs (1-year, $1.25 
million). Total long shot here, but there is potential. He has 
appeared in just 88 games since the start of the 2018-19 
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season, and only three games this past season, but he does 
have talent and he is going to a team where he should have 
an opportunity to produce. The Maple Leafs paid next to 
nothing for him against the cap. No risk. Potential reward.  

15. Erik Haula, Boston Bruins (2 years, $4.75 million). He is 
probably never going to repeat that 29-goal, 55-point season 
from the Golden Knights expansion season, but when healthy 
he should be a good 15-goal, 35-point depth scorer. That is 
something the Bruins need. 

 

About Last Season: Alex Nedeljkovic 

The 25-year-old put forth an impressive season and was a 
Calder finalist, but Hurricanes fans are left wondering what 
could have been. 

By Matthew Somma  

Alex Nedeljkovic 2020-21 By The Numbers 

• NHL Seasons: 1 

• Record: 15-5-3 in 23 appearances 

• GAA: 1.90 

• Save percentage: .932 

• Contract status: Traded to DET, signed two-year 
deal with $3 million AAV 

• Calder Trophy Finalist 

Another reminder of what could have been for Hurricanes 
fans. Nedeljkovic’s 2020-21 season was an impressive story. 
He started the season by being waived on Jan. 12 and going 
unclaimed, seeming destined to sit in the press box on the taxi 
squad. Petr Mrazek went down with an injury on Jan. 30th and 
the Hurricanes were forced to have Nedeljkovic split starts 
with James Reimer. 

Nedeljkovic had a poor showing for the first three games of 
the season, putting up save percentages of .864, .897 and 
.892 while going 1-1-1. From then on, it was stellar 
performance after stellar performance. He recorded his first 
career shutout against the Tampa Bay Lightning and went on 
a four-game win streak shortly after. In a division featuring 
goalies such as Andrei Vasilevskiy, Sergei Bobrovsky, Chris 
Driedger and Juuse Saros, it was nice to see Nedeljkovic 
stand out as one of the best. Nedeljkovic’s goals saved above 
average (GSAA) was an impressive 15.7, meaning that he 
stopped close to 16 more goals than he should have. That’s a 
bit unsustainable for a goalie, and there was a bit of puck luck 
involved, but it was impressive nonetheless. 

Nedeljkovic was a major factor in the team’s success this past 
season and helped carry the team to victory on many 
occasions. A shortened schedule meant that Nedeljkovic was 
seeing the same teams all season long and teams seemed 
unable to figure him out. He had three regular-season 
shutouts and was tied for the team lead in wins with James 
Reimer, who had an almost identical record of 15-5-2. 

Patience seemed to pay off with Nedeljkovic, who was finally 
beginning to come into his own after seven years of waiting in 
the wings. He played in the OHL for two years, spent time in 
the ECHL for a season and then spent three years in the AHL 
while winning a Calder Cup along the way. Nedeljkovic’s 
performance this season felt like the culmination of years of 
development. Finally, the goalie of the future has become the 
goalie of the present! Right? Folks, I’m being told that that’s 
not the case and to prepare for disappointment. I’ll get to that 
later. 

Nedeljkovic was great during the Nashville series in the 
playoffs. He shut out the Predators in game two and had a 
save percentage over .900 in all but one game during the 
series. In spite of a not great team effort in game six, 
Nedeljkovic still pulled out the win. Nedeljkovic was also good 
in three games during the Tampa series, allowing two goals in 
each of the three games. He was rewarded with two goals for 
across those three games. That’s right, the Hurricanes only 
scored two goals total in the three games that Nedeljkovic 
started in. It’s not a recipe for success in the playoffs and is 
unfortunate because the Hurricanes wasted three solid starts 
from their goaltender when you can’t take a game off. 

The Hurricanes started Nedeljkovic enough this season to 
retain his restricted free agent status. Had he not started in 
enough regular season games, Nedeljkovic would have been 
classified as a group six UFA and would have hit the market 
as an unrestricted free agent. That coupled with his fantastic 
performance this season meant that Canes fans felt confident 
in Nedeljkovic being the goalie of the future. He earned Calder 
Trophy recognition and finished third place in voting for the 
award. Nedeljkovic was named to the NHL’s All-Rookie team 
for the 2020-21 season, another tremendous honor for the guy 
that was looking like the goalie of the future. 

Even when rumors came out that the Hurricanes weren’t going 
to qualify Ned, Hurricanes fans were optimistic. Why would 
they play him in as many games as he did if they weren’t going 
to qualify him? Nedeljkovic was traded to the Detroit Red 
Wings on July 22 in exchange for the rights to Jonathan 
Bernier and the 94th overall pick in the 2021 NHL Draft, a 
paltry return for someone that is coming off of a Calder-worthy 
season. 

The move shocked Hurricanes fans. Alex Nedeljkovic was not 
only a fan favorite due to his performance but was considered 
by many Canes fans to be the goalie that they had sought after 
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for so long. After over a decade of Cam Ward, a revolving door 
of AHL goalies and Scott Darling, fans were ready to have a 
consistent goaltender. 

This move still stings for the majority of the fan base, and for 
good reason. On paper, Nedeljkovic was the best goalie the 
fans have seen in well over a decade. And after all of the failed 
experiments in net, it was time for some stability. Sure, Mrazek 
and Reimer had been good for the Hurricanes, but they 
weren’t Nedeljkovic levels of good. 

As someone that has covered prospects since 2016, it hurt 
too. Trading Nedeljkovic at this moment felt like seven years 
of development wasted. You invest all this time in a player and 
then trade him right as he’s playing the best hockey of his 
career. It seems to confirm the suspicions I had about the 
team never fully trusting Nedeljkovic with many starts. Sure, 
he was great for over 20 games this season, but his AHL track 
record is less promising. His best save percentage in the AHL 
was a .916, fine but not anything to write home about. His NHL 

starts in the 2019-20 season were shaky and not inspiring for 
his future performance. Is it reasonable to expect the 
Hurricanes to trust their playoff hopes on a goalie with less 
than 30 NHL games under his belt? Probably not. Should they 
have considered keeping him on as a backup? Probably, 
especially considering what they signed their other goalies for. 

There’s always the chance that Nedeljkovic doesn’t work out 
and that the 2020-21 season winds up being a bit of a fluke. 
Goalies can be like that sometimes. There’s also the chance 
that he goes on to have a Vezina-worthy season and shuts 
out the Hurricanes in his first start against his former team. 
Regardless, Nedeljkovic’s 2020-21 season will serve as a 
“what if” question for Hurricanes fans for years to come. For 
Hurricanes fans, it’s seven years of development wasted and 
back to the drawing board once again in terms of finding a 
goalie of the future. 

 

About Last Season: Jani Hakanpaa Performance Review and Grade 

A midseason acquisition that brought physicality to the blue 
line, Jani Hakanpaa made a big impact in his short time with 
the Canes. 

By Alec_Sawyer  

Jani Hakanpaa 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

• Age: 29 

• NHL Seasons: 2 

• Scoring: 2 goals, 2 assists, 4 points in 57 games (2 
goals, 1 assist, 3 points in 15 games with Canes) 

• Other Stats: 195 hits, 62 shots blocked, 14 penalties, 
5 penalties drawn (43 hits, 16 shots blocked, 2 
penalties, 0 penalties drawn with Canes) 

• Advanced Numbers (with Canes): 46.58 CF%, 45.26 
SCF%, 56.25 GF%, 44.96 xG% 

• Average TOI (with Canes): 14:45 ES, 0:04 PP, 1:32 
SH 

• Contract Status: Signed three-year, $1.5 million AAV 
contract with the Dallas Stars this offseason 

The Carolina Hurricanes hit the trade market midseason, 
looking for another right-handed defenseman to play behind 
Dougie Hamilton and Brett Pesce on that right side. 

The answer came in the form of Anaheim Ducks imposing 
blue liner Jani Hakanpaa, who the Canes acquired in 
exchange for Haydn Fleury on deadline day, April 12. 
Hakanpaa joined the Hurricanes for the homestretch, playing 

in the team’s final 15 regular season games before being in 
the lineup for all 11 playoff games. 

Hakanpaa, a massive 6-foot-5 force on the blue line, provided 
the Canes with some physicality and a defensive-first mindset 
that the team needed, and his short tenure in a Carolina 
sweater went relatively well. 

Hakanpaa, who obviously didn’t light up the scoresheet, did 
however score in just his second game with the Canes back 
in April, sniping one in to help the Canes top Nashville at home 
in PNC Arena. 

He scored again a few weeks later in an overtime loss to the 
Dallas Stars, Hakanpaa’s new team, but it was what 
Hakanpaa did off the scoresheet that helped him fit into the 
team and make an impact on Canes’ fans, who tended to love 
the big man’s physicality and aggression defensively. 

For the most part, Hakanpaa provided the Canes with exactly 
what they needed and expected from him. He finished 12th on 
the Canes in hits, playing in just 15 games with the team, and 
also blocked more shots than a good chunk of the roster. 

He finished 0.9 defensive point shares for the Canes, again a 
solid number considering the 15 games (Jaccob Slavin led the 
team with 4.4 in 52 games, with Hakanpaa’s 56-game Canes 
DPS pace at 3.36). 

He wasn’t here for a long time, but he was here for a good 
time. A midseason rental, exchanged in a trade for a fan 
favorite young blue liner, Hakanpaa made the most of his time 
in a Hurricanes sweater, getting the opportunity to play in the 
postseason for the first time in his young career. 
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Carolina Hurricanes Top Prospects: 11-20 

The Hurricanes have amassed an impressive group of 
prospects over the years, picking up a large quantity of high 
upside players. 

By Matthew Somma  

The Hurricanes’ system depth got a nice boost a few weeks 
ago, with the team adding 13 new prospects to the pipeline 
over the course of day two of the draft. With 13 new prospects 
added to the pipeline, it’s time to talk about the top 20 
prospects in the system. 

The Hurricanes drafted well and received good reviews from 
most draft experts regarding their selections, even without 
their first-round pick. The Hurricanes’ strategy made a lot of 
sense: draft as many high-upside players as you can. As of 
right now, there aren’t many players from this draft class that 
will make it on this list. That’s not a knock on these players, 
though. A lot of the players the Hurricanes drafted are raw 
talents, meaning that it’ll take a little more time to develop 
them. Some of the players I left off the list might burst onto the 
scene next season and make next year’s list. Some of the 
players on this list might fall off a bit or get bumped down due 
to incoming talent. Such is the way of these things. 

As for how I’ll be evaluating players in the rankings, I’ll be 
looking at a few things. The first is a player’s overall upside 
and potential. This includes how likely it is for a player to reach 
their potential and how high their ceilings/floors are. Second 
is how close a player is to the NHL. Sometimes a player may 
not have the highest upside but he’ll be closer to making an 
impact at the NHL level than someone that I decided to put 
below him. Third and finally is how the player fits the system. 
Say what you will about this, but if a player doesn’t fit the 
system that Rod Brind’Amour has put in place, they’ll be hard 
pressed to carve out an NHL role for themselves. For 
example, look at his deployment of Jake Bean and Morgan 
Geekie. 

Before we start, I want to talk about Ronan Seeley and Blake 
Murray. Both players narrowly missed the cut for the top 20 
and deserve some love as well. Murray has potential as a 
depth scoring option due to his size, great shot and skating 
ability. Consistency has been an issue with him in the past but 
I think that he has grown more consistent since he was 
drafted. Seeley is a prospect that fell further than he should 
have in the 2020 draft and has some potential. He skates 
incredibly well and closes gaps effectively in the defensive 
zone. I’m starting to see more confidence from him in the 
offensive zone, as well. Seeley still has to earn a contract but 
I believe that he has some NHL skills. 

20. Kevin Wall, RW 

2020-21 Stats: eight goals, 11 assists, 19 points in 22 games 

2021-22 team: Penn State (NCAA) 

Wall burst onto the scene this past season and became a top 
scorer on a rebuilding Penn State team. It’s clear what the 
Hurricanes saw in Wall when they drafted him: solid hockey 
sense, a great shot and elite skating speed. Wall is still a raw 
prospect in the defensive zone and will need two more years 
in college to develop, but I’ve enjoyed seeing him take control 
of the game when he’s on the ice. He works hard and is 

dangerous on the forecheck due to his speed and strength. 
Wall projects as a bottom-six scoring option in the future. 

19. Zion Nybeck, RW 

2020-21 stats: one goal, six assists, seven points in 39 SHL 
games 

2021-22 team: HV71 (HockeyAllsvenskan) 

Nybeck is so much fun to watch. He’s one of the smartest 
players on the ice and can take over a game in the offensive 
zone. He possesses an elite shot and high-end hockey sense 
and is one of the best offensive talents in the Hurricanes’ 
pipeline. The odds are against Nybeck, though. He stands at 
5-foot-8 and is an average skater, both of which are enough 
to cause teams to not give Nybeck a chance. A player’s size 
does not determine their skill level, but when they’re an 
average skater on top of that, it can be nearly impossible for 
that player to make it to the NHL. Still, Nybeck’s upside is high 
and he could be a top-six contributor if he continues to 
progress well. This season should be a fun one for him, as 
he’s likely going to see top-nine minutes in 
HockeyAllsvenskan. I don’t think that Nybeck’s skating is that 
bad in the second clip, but I do think that his first few steps are 
weak. 

18. Alexander Nikishin, LHD 

2020-21 stats: one goal, four assists, five points in 20 KHL 
games 

2021-22 team: Spartak Moscow (KHL) 

Boom. 

Nikishin is more than his big hits. He’s a solid defender with 
an underrated confidence in the offensive zone. Nikishin is still 
a few years away since his KHL contract doesn’t end until 
2024, but when it ends, he could be ready to step into a top-
four role right away. Nikishin moves well, hits everything in 
site, covers up gaps well and could be more of an offensive 
force. Nikishin’s ceiling is that of a second-pairing 
defenseman, although that may be a little optimistic. With how 
he plays, he could see time on the penalty kill and see third-
pairing minutes, and that’s probably a more realistic 
projection. Best case he’s your number four defenseman and 
a penalty killer. Still though, there’s some skill to his game that 
intrigues me. 

17. Eetu Makiniemi, G 

2020-21 stats: 13-14-7 record, .907 save percentage 

2021-22 team: Chicago Wolves (AHL) 

Makiniemi earned an NHL contract with his play this past 
season, keeping an underwhelming Ilves team afloat and 
leading them to a playoff berth. He’s an athletic goalie capable 
of some fantastic saves. I’m not sure where to place his NHL 
potential, though. He could definitely see some NHL starts, 
although I’m not sure if he’s going to be consistent enough to 
carve out a full-time starter or backup role for himself. I think 
that he will be a fun player to watch with Chicago this season, 
though. With Alex Lyon and Beck Warm likely ahead of 
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Makiniemi on the depth chart, perhaps he starts the season in 
the ECHL. 

16. Joey Keane, RHD 

2020-21 stats: 13 assists in 24 AHL games 

2021-22 team: Chicago Wolves (AHL) 

Joey Keane made his NHL debut this past season but is still 
a prospect because he only has that one game under his belt. 
It doesn’t look like there’s a place for Keane on the roster this 
season, although he has the potential to step into the lineup 
and see some decent minutes if the Hurricanes have some 
injury issues on the back end. Still, Keane is interesting 
because he has solid offensive upside and plays a decent two 
way game. While I don’t see Keane being a top-four 
defenseman, he could be a good third-pairing option that sees 
time on your second power play unit in the future. 

15. Jesper Sellgren, LHD 

2020-21 stats: three goals, 16 assists, 19 points in 52 games 

2021-22 team: Chicago Wolves (AHL) 

Keane and Sellgren are at the same point in their 
development, in my opinion. While Keane might be a year 
younger, I believe that Sellgren is slightly more NHL ready 
given the fact that he is able to play top minutes against the 
opposition’s top players. Sellgren’s play in Charlotte’s Calder 
Cup run was impressive and he’s been a mainstay on the blue 
line in the SHL for three seasons now. I don’t see Sellgren 
taking a roster spot away from someone like Ian Cole, but I do 
see him being one of the first players they call up if there’s an 
injury. 

14. Aleksi Heimosalmi, RHD 

2020-21 stats: four goals, 17 assists, 21 points in 35 U20 
games 

2021-22 team: Porin Assat (Liiga) 

It’s so hard to rank Heimosalmi this low. I love the way that he 
plays when he’s on his game. He can take his game to a truly 
elite level and be one of the best defensemen on the ice, 
taking over a shift and creating countless offensive 
opportunities. He doesn’t reach that level consistently and is 
still pretty raw in a lot of areas. I wouldn’t say he’s as much of 
a boom or bust player as someone like Anttoni Honka, 
perhaps, but he definitely has that boom or bust upside. 

Heimosalmi could be a phenomenal offensive defenseman at 
the NHL level with above average two-way skills, almost 
guaranteeing him a top-four role on any NHL roster. There’s 
also the possibility that his development stalls on a weaker 
Assat team. That’s why I’m ranking him so low at this point. 
There’s a good chance that he impresses this season and 
shoots up the rankings. In fact, I’ve gone back and forth 
between putting Heimosalmi and Morrow in similar positions. 
The difference between a lot of prospects from 7-14 is razor 
thin. This is where you have our “B” level prospects, also 
known as the good-to-great NHL prospects. I’m fully expecting 
Heimosalmi to make me look silly for ranking him this low. 

13. Vasiliy Ponomaryov, C 

2020-21 stats: ten goals, 28 assists, 38 points in 33 games 

2021-22 team: Spartak Moscow (KHL) 

Ponomaryov plays how the Hurricanes want to play. He’s 
quick, a pain on the forecheck and a great two-way center. 
There’s a good amount of offense to his game and while he 
might not blow you away with his skills, he’s likely going to be 
good for 40+ points at the NHL level. Ponomaryov will thrive 
under Rod Brind’Amour’s system once he makes it to the 
NHL. He’ll need to show more offensive skills in the next 
couple of years in order for me to feel confident about his 
offensive upside, but at worst I believe that he could play a 
similar style to Brock McGinn. Ponomaryov is roughly two 
years away from the NHL, although I could see it taking longer 
if he doesn’t get a lot of ice time in the KHL this season. 

12. Jack LaFontaine, G 

2020-21 stats: 22-7-0 record, .934 save percentage 

2021-22 team: University of Minnesota (NCAA) 

Sure, LaFontaine has potential as a starter. It’s even likely that 
he’s going to be close to NHL ready as soon as he leaves 
college. He’s getting older, however, and with how many 
goalies the Hurricanes have in their system, there’s a chance 
that LaFontaine gets passed on the depth chart by guys like 
Makiniemi and Kochetkov this season. LaFontaine could be 
an NHL goalie as early as the 2022-23 season, but he’ll be 
hard pressed to improve a ton in college after the season he 
just had. LaFontaine could prove me wrong and improve on 
his numbers and lead Minnesota to a National Championship, 
but I feel that he would be better off in the AHL. 

11. Noel Gunler, RW 

2020-21 stats: nine goals, six assists, 15 points in 39 games 

2021-22 team: Brynas IF (SHL) 

Gunler is an enigmatic prospect because when he has the 
puck on his stick, he’s the best player on the ice and a true 
dynamic talent. When the puck isn’t on his stick in the 
offensive zone, he’s invisible and it’s hard to notice him. I don’t 
buy into the “attitude issues” that Gunler supposedly has, 
however. Sure, he may have pushed an official when he was 
16, but he has matured since then and hasn’t done anything 
like that since. Gunler has the potential to be a top-six, maybe 
even top-line forward in the NHL. He’s that good offensively. 
His hockey sense is elite, he has a fantastic shot, he’s a great 
playmaker and he skates well to boot. He just needs to do all 
of these things on a consistent basis in order to make it to the 
NHL. I’m willing to bet that last season was a down year for 
Gunler and that he’ll come back stronger. After all, Brynas was 
a bad team and there wasn’t a lot of talent to support Gunler. 
This season, Gunler needs to show that he can take over a 
shift on his own and become a true offensive catalyst for his 
team. I believe he can do it. 

Ranking these prospects was tough because anyone from 14-
11 could be considered in the top 10. Players like Blake 
Murray and Ronan Seeley could deserve to be in the top 20 
as well, and it’s possible that a player such as Patrik Hamrla, 
Bobby Orr, Justin Robidas or Jackson Blake plays well 
enough to earn a spot at this time next season. We’ll have to 
see. Stay tuned for the top 10 prospects in the system later 
this week.
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Wolves sign 20-year-old Serikov 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that they have 
signed defenseman Artyom Serikov to a Standard Player 
Contract (SPC) for the 2021-22 season. 

The 20-year-old made his European professional debut during 
the 2020-21 season for Khimik Voskresensk of the KHL and 
recorded three goals, two assists and 20 penalty minutes in 
41 games. 

Prior to the 2020-21 season, the Dmitrov, Russia, native spent 
four seasons (2017-20) in the Maritime Junior Hockey 

League. He produced 48 points in 198 appearances between 
Kapitan Stupino, MHK Krylia Sovetov Moskva, ORG Junior 
Beijing and MHK Spartak Moskva. 

The Chicago Wolves have released their 2021-22 American 
Hockey League schedule that features 16 Saturday nights and 
11 Sunday afternoons at Allstate Arena as part of the team’s 
76-game slate. 
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https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/10/22615943/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-alex-nedeljkovic-calder-trophy 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/9/22616101/about-last-season-jani-hakanpaa-performance-review-and-grade 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/9/22608182/carolina-hurricanes-prospects-nhl-ranking 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/08/09/wolves-sign-20-year-old-serikov/ 
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The Athletic / NHL Draft 2022 top prospects: Standouts from the Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup 

 

By Corey Pronman Aug 9, 2021  

 

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia — With the 2021 NHL Draft barely in the 
rearview mirror, attention has already turned to the 2022 NHL Draft. The 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup concluded on Sunday, with every NHL team in 

attendance watching the top 2022 NHL draft-eligible prospects. Russia 
and Slovakia met in the gold medal game with Russia emerging as the 

victor. 

What follows are my thoughts on some of the top prospects at the 

tournament, which did not feature Canada this year. 

Matvei Michkov, RW, Russia, 2023 eligible 

The MVP of the U18 worlds in the spring against the 2003 age group, it’s 

no surprise Michkov dominated the 2004 age group. His puck skills, 
hockey sense and shot all get extremely high grades. He’s one of the 
most creative players I’ve seen in recent years, making unique plays with 
the puck at a very high rate while scoring goals at an incredible 
frequency for a player his age at the levels he’s played at. Michkov is not 
the biggest and his skating is good, not great, with great edgework but 
lacking separation speed. But his puck game is special enough to make 

him a truly elite prospect. 

Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Russia, 2022 eligible 

I rated Miroshnichenko as my No. 2 prospect in my way too early 2022 
draft ranking. I thought he was one of the best forwards at the Hlinka, but 
wasn’t amazing. Today I would say the answer to the question “Who is 
next after Shane Wright” is a shoulder shrug or, more pointedly, there is 
a big group of guys who have to prove themselves in the coming season. 
Miroshnichenko has a lot of NHL attributes. He’s very skilled, smart and 
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physical, has a bullet shot, and is a hard competitor. He’s a good skater, 
but his game didn’t have as much pace as I thought when I watched as 
an underage. 

Juraj Slafkovsky, RW, Slovakia, 2022 eligible 

Slafkovsky was a standout in the tournament and a big reason for 
Slovakia’s success, albeit not the only reason. He’s easy to spot on the 
ice as a 6-foot-4 forward who skates well for a big man, has great puck 
skills, can make plays, possesses a hard shot and doesn’t shy from 
physical play. In the aforementioned 2022 grouping after Wright, 
Slafkovsky is for sure a candidate, with some scouts suggesting he could 

be in the mix to be the second or third pick next summer. 

Simon Nemec, RHD, Slovakia, 2022 eligible 

Nemec was the clear best defenseman in the tournament. He’s not the 
biggest defender, but he’s got everything else. He’s a strong, albeit not 

explosive skater who competes hard and can make a lot of stops. He has 
high-end hockey sense and can make a ton of plays with the puck at 

both ends of the ice. His shot was a threat, too. His lack of elite skating 
might keep him from getting in the mix as a top-five pick, but I think he 

fits comfortably in the 6-12 range of the draft, especially given how well 
he’s already played versus men. 

Joakim Kemell, LW, Finland, 2022 eligible 

Kemell was the clear best player on Finland’s team and stood out 
consistently when he was on the ice. He’s got every NHL asset you want 
except size. He’s a good skater, and he’s a very skilled and creative 
player with the puck. He showed strong passing ability and a very hard 
shot that could score from range. Kemell also didn’t look purely like a skill 
type, as he worked hard off the puck and displayed some physicality. He 
plays in JYP, the same Liiga team as consensus top Finnish prospect 

Brad Lambert. Lambert is still the top guy in that country, but given how 
good Kemell looked at the Hlinka and the U18 worlds, he’s closing that 

gap and could work his way into the top tier of the 2022 draft with a good 
start to his club season. 

Team Slovakia 

Slovakia’s hockey program has been down for a while, with only one 

draft pick in 2021 in the fourth round, but this age group looked like a 
different story. The Slovakians has top guys for this year’s draft in 
Slafkovsky and Nemec, but also its depth. Dalibor Dvorsky, a 2023 draft-
eligible, was a leading scorer in the tournament, while fellow 2023 
eligibles Alex Ciernik and Ondrej Molnar stood out too. Filip Mesar is a 
talented scorer with potential to be drafted in the first three rounds next 
summer. There were players up and down the lineup who could generate 
offense and have draft intrigue, and goaltender Ratislav Elias wasn’t too 
shabby, either. 

Elias Salomonsson, RHD, Sweden, 2022 eligible 

I was very high on Salomonsson last season, watching him at Sweden’s 
J20 level. His tournament did not however hit the bar I expected of him. 

You saw flashes of the talent, as a 6-foot-2, mobile defenseman with 
skill, but he didn’t make a ton of plays, making some poor decisions with 

the puck and overall lacking an impact in the game, leaving Sweden 
without a true difference-maker on the team. 

2022 NHL Draft candidates for the top three rounds 

Finland: Kasper Kulonummi, RHD; Otto Salin, RHD; Topi Ronni, C 

Kulonummi and Salin both intrigue as roughly similar-sized defensemen 
who can skate and move the puck well, although I think the former has 
more skill. Ronni also showed good skating and playmaking ability. 

Russia: Ruslan Gazivov, RW; Alexander Perevalov, RW 

Gazivov isn’t the quickest or biggest forward, but his skill and playmaking 
stood out consistently and, despite his size, he showed he could win 
battles. Perevalov played more as the tournament progressed. He’s not 
the quickest, but he’s very skilled, smart and competed well off the puck. 

Slovakia: Filip Mesar, LW 

Mesar lacks ideal size, but he’s a strong skater, has a very high skill level 
and is a mid-range shot threat. 

Sweden: Filip Bystedt, C; Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW;  Mattias Havelid, 
RHD; Noah Ostlund, C 

Bystedt was intriguing as a center with decent size who can skate, play a 
good two-way game and showed good sense with the puck, even if the 
offense doesn’t truly pop. Lekkerimaki is a very skilled and intelligent 
forward who can run a power play but isn’t a great skater. I rated Havelid 
as a late first-rounder coming into the tournament, but now I’m not sure if 

that will hold. I appreciate his great playmaking ability, but for a smaller 
defenseman, he didn’t look too dynamic. Ostlund is a good skater with 

great skill but didn’t stand out offensively as you hoped a smaller forward 
would. 

United States: Gavin Hayes, RW; Ryan Healey, RHD; Cam Lund, RW; 
Zam Plante, LW; Sam Rinzel, RHD 

Hayes is a skilled forward who competes well physically. He lacks pull-
away speed but his game is well-rounded enough. Healey was one of the 

best pure skaters at the tournament with some skill, but his reads and 
decisions were concerning. Lund looks to have all the tools. He can 
skate, has hands, can make and finish plays, but his compete was 
inconsistent. Plante’s hockey sense stands out and he’s a great 
playmaker, but for his size he lacks ideal NHL speed. Rinzel didn’t play 
much but when he did he was intriguing as a 6-foot-4 defenseman who 
can skate and make some offensive plays. 

The Athletic LOADED: 08.10.2021 
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TSN.CA / Are the Sens solid enough in goal for next season? 

Our Seven Questions series opened last week focusing on a critical 
approaching season for Pierre-Luc Dubois in Winnipeg and a new-look 
blue line in Calgary. Today, we head to Ottawa and ask a simple 
question: Is the goaltending healthy enough to deliver a playoff team next 
season? 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Our Seven Questions series opened last week focusing on a critical 

approaching season for Pierre-Luc Dubois in Winnipeg and a new-look 
blue line in Calgary. Today, we head to Ottawa and ask a simple 

question: Is the goaltending healthy enough to deliver a playoff team next 
season? 

Ottawa is in a fascinating transition period right now. Ownership and the 
front office has persistently guided to the fan base that a contending 
team is here, and yet despite some impressive prospect development 
over the last couple of seasons, we are still talking about a club that 
finished 23rd in the NHL last season. The Senators again opted to defer 
spending in free agency, though some of that money is surely carved out 
for upcoming extensions to the likes of Brady Tkachuk and Drake 
Batherson. Long story short: Ottawa is doubling down on the core of 
young players it has amassed. 

Regardless of your confidence in Ottawa’s rebuild, one thing is certain: 

the team is betting just as much on a Matt Murray, Anton Forsberg, and 
(restricted free agent) Filip Gustavsson triumvirate to deliver next year. 
Nothing can devastate a young team like poor goaltending, and 
unfortunately the Senators fought through a lot of that last season. 
Consider last year’s tandem. 
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On the positive side of the ledger: prospect Filip Gustavsson had a great 
NHL debut over a nine-game stretch last season, erasing some of the 
stop rate concerns the club was seeing with their AHL affiliate in 
Belleville. Entering his ‘age-23’ season and with the loss of Joey Daccord 
to Seattle, the opportunity is there for Gustavsson to earn a bunch of 
starts. 

That opportunity may present itself even faster if Matt Murray’s 
production sustains for another year. The Senators made a sizable bet 
on Murray a season ago, signing him to a $25 million deal and 
contractually entrenching him into a starter role. Ottawa was also trying 

to buy low on a player whose numbers sank in a contract season. 

One year does not define a contract, but that doesn’t make year one any 

less spooky. Ottawa’s goaltenders may have the unenviable task of 
playing behind a very young and, in some cases, immature defensive 

group, but adjusting for the shot quality faced does not paint a better 
picture. We assess Murray was 15 goals worse than expected based on 

the shot profile he faced last year; add Marcus Hogberg into that group, 
and you are 27-goals underwater. Said another way: if the Senators had 

erased 27-goals from the record last season, bringing the team’s 
goaltending production to league average levels, the team would have 
finished minus-7 in goals over the course of the season. 

Another team that finished minus-7 goals over the course of the season? 
The Montreal Canadiens, who fell short of the Stanley Cup by three 
games. 

I don’t want to entirely discount the net effect the Senators skating group 
had on the goaltenders last season. Ottawa’s goaltending was deeply 
underwhelming, but it’s also true they faced a difficult shot profile relative 
to most of their peers. If we break out defensive measures by game state 

(expected goals; shot volume faced adjusted for the quality of those 
shots), we see the pressure manifested at every level: 

    5-on-5 expected goals against: 2.5, 24th in the NHL 

    Shorthanded expected goals against: 5.6, 22nd in the NHL 

    3-on-3 expected goals against: 7.0, 19th in the NHL 

All of the goaltending mistakes aside, this sort of defensive play is 

untenable – such a heavy volume of shooting from the low slot and 
interior is a recipe for disaster. And in the case of Ottawa, the team 
struggled defending the heart of the net. Moreover, they were turnover 
machines in the defensive third: 

We do see quality goaltenders manage through otherwise poor defensive 
teams from time to time – New York’s Henrik Lundqvist was notorious for 
bailing his defensive groups out and more recently, Winnipeg’s Connor 
Hellebuyck has made an art of it. 

Perhaps Murray is prepared for the bounce-back season Ottawa wanted 
to see last year, or perhaps a developing goaltender like Gustavsson 

pushes his way into more starts. Whatever ends up happening, I suspect 
the leash on the Ottawa goaltenders this season will be short: a front 

office wagering so aggressively on a lower budget draft-and-develop 
strategy can ill afford substandard goaltending underpinning it. 

Doubly so when ownership believes it’s primed for Stanley Cup 
contention in short order! 

TSN.CA LOADED: 08.10.2021 
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USA TODAY / Chicago Blackhawks' radio color analyst Troy Murray 
diagnosed with cancer 

 

Alyssa Hertel 

 

Chicago Blackhawks radio color analyst Troy Murray announced through 
the team Monday that he has been diagnosed with cancer. 

In a statement, Murray, also a former player, said: “I want to let everyone 
know of the challenge that I’m currently facing. I have been diagnosed 
with cancer. With the love and support of my family, friends, the Wirtz 
family, the Chicago Blackhawks organization and WGN radio I’m 
confident that together, we will beat this.” 

He said that he’s looking forward to returning to the booth to call games, 
and asked for privacy while he and his family move forward with 

treatment. Murray didn't detail the type of cancer or the extent of his 
diagnosis.  

Murray, who was drafted by Chicago in 1980, spent 15 years in the NHL, 
starting in 1982, when he joined the Blackhawks for one regular season 

game and seven playoff games. He spent the next nine seasons in 
Chicago. 

During his final years playing professional hockey, Murray bounced 
between the Winnipeg Jets, Ottawa Senators, Pittsburgh Penguins and 

Colorado Avalanche, and he returned to Chicago twice in 1992 and 
1993. He retired in 1997 after a full season with the Chicago Wolves in 
the now-defunct International Hockey League. 

In 915 career regular-season NHL games, he had 230 goals, 584 points 
and 875 penalty minutes. 

Murray won an NCAA title with the University of North Dakota in 1982, 
just before joining the Blackhawks in the playoffs. In 1986, he won the 
Selke Trophy, awarded to the league’s best defensive forward. Despite 
his stint with the Avalanche being short, Murray won a Stanley Cup 
alongside Patrick Roy in 1996. 

Immediately following his retirement, Murray transitioned to an analyst 
position, working in the studio for Blackhawks TV starting in 1998. At the 

start of the 2006-07 season, Murray teamed up with John Wiedeman and 
have called three Stanley Cup championships in their time on air 

together. 

Murray and Wiedeman have won the Chicago Market “Best Radio Play-

By-Play” four times at the Illinois Broadcasters Association Silver Dome 
Awards. 

“Troy Murray has the full support of the Chicago Blackhawks organization 
as he begins his treatments,” said Danny Wirtz, CEO of the Blackhawks. 
“He was a tough player on the ice and is as passionate as they come in 
the broadcast booth. We know he will fight cancer with the same vigor 
that has endeared himself to so many.” 
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