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Bag of Jerks: Signing Andrei Svechnikov, the Hurricanes’ pursuit of a top-6 forward, RIP 
warm and fuzzies 

By Sara Civian 

Good afternoon. 

I hope everyone is having a great summer. Less than 70 
days until puck drop on the 2021-22 season, which somehow 
seems like five years and five days all at once. Until then, 
there’s more than enough to talk about in Canesland. None 
of you shied away from it with this month’s mailbag 
questions, so neither am I. 

Let’s get to it. 

Note: Question may be edited for clarity and style. 

Are my warm and fuzzy Canes gone forever? — Jeff W. 

Like, let’s get right to it. 

I think the illusion of a sports team owned by a billionaire 
being warm and fuzzy is gone forever, yes. And it’s hard to 
look beyond losing some of the magic of years past in free 
agency, too. But I’d keep in mind that the players aren’t the 
ones making these front office decisions and neither are the 
marketing folks who worked so hard to show the warm and 
fuzzy parts of those players. Many of the warm and fuzzy 
players are still here, and maybe you can take solace in that. 

Is it possible people are overreacting about the moves made 
this offseason? Specifically, when it comes to the 
Nedeljkovic trade or the DeAngelo signing, it doesn’t seem 
like any slack or trust is being given to the front office that 
just propelled the Canes from perpetual irrelevance into a 
perennial playoff team/borderline contender. — Mike K. 

In terms of people’s reactions, I think you have to look at the 
Tony DeAngelo signing in a way that’s about more than 
what’s happening on the ice — for obvious reasons. That 
aside, I think part of the uncertainty/strong reaction is that 
they changed so much. Is there a good chance it all works 
out and the Canes return to the playoffs again? Of course. 
But instead of making a few tweaks to a team that has been 
a perennial playoff team and calling it a day, there’s a new 
set of goalies, a drastically different blue line, no Dougie 
Hamilton and still a need for a top-six forward. I think it’s fair 
to question if this is all going to work out. There’s an air of 
uncertainty because of the volume of the changes alone. I’m 
not going to tell anyone to trust the plan when the plan has 
made little sense at times. 

Did they shop Alex Nedeljkovic around at least or did they 
lose a bet to Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman? — Jeff C. 

They did shop him around and the rights to Jonathan Bernier 
and a third-round pick were the best offer. Not much 
leverage with a yet-to-be-signed RFA who might be really 
good or might’ve just had a really good hot streak. I think 

Nedeljkovic will end up being a good NHL goalie but this is 
one situation where I understand not taking the risk. 

What’s your point of view on the whole thing with 
Nedeljkovic? Did they really have such bad faith in him? Was 
it old thoughts then in that case? All other clubs would love to 
have a good goalkeeper to build on in the long run, not least 
as 1A-1B. — Andréas P. 

It was a combination of old thoughts and a lack of a new 
sample, which I honestly don’t disagree with to the extent 
others have. Less than 30 games behind one of the best 
blue lines in the league at the time just wasn’t enough to 
sway the front office in light of other data from his past. 
Again, they could end up being wrong, and I think we’ll figure 
out if they were right or wrong fast with Nedeljkovic behind 
the Red Wings defense. From the Nedeljkovic trade, we 
learned the Hurricanes front office values consistent data, 
and you see that with someone like Frederik Andersen. Yes, 
he’s dipped recently, but he’s never had a terrible season 
throughout eight seasons playing in the NHL. You can 
disagree with that logic and have a point, but that’s the logic 
the Canes are operating with here. 

They also know they’ve got a strong blue line and as long as 
a goalie is slightly above league average and consistent, 
things could turn out fine with such a strong defense. 
Nedeljkovic could be slightly above league average or he 
could tank or he could blow everyone out of the water — the 
point is, we don’t know. Whereas Andersen has been 
consistently above league average his whole career, and the 
lack of risk fits behind a blue line that can take above 
average to great. 

Any idea on what Andrei Svechnikov’s extension may look 
like? Wondering if he wants a bridge deal or long term and 
what the Canes are looking for? — Cameron D. 

Ask Marc Bergevin. Just kidding. 

I bet a (multiyear) bridge deal would make sense after a still 
strong but not-his-best season in these uncertain cap times. 
But (speculation) I’d bet the Canes would want him more 
long term. I’d imagine the AAV would be in the $7-8 million 
range. 

The Canes are short one top-six forward, right? — Carson B. 

Right. 

I think that’s another reason for the current vibe of distrust in 
the front office — you do all that and don’t improve on the 
one recurring postseason issue? (Secondary — sometimes 
primary — scoring.) It seems like they’re looking, though. 
They’ve been linked to Vladimir Tarasenko, and I could see a 
trade of some sort working out even if it isn’t Tarasenko. 
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They’ll have some cap space left when they sign Svechnikov 
and I really think they need to do something. 

Favorite memory involving Michael Smith? Really upset he’s 
leaving, but wish him all the best. — Brian W. 

I am really upset, too! Michael Smith is the best. I don’t know 
if this is my favorite memory, but one time we both got sick 
from the press box hot dogs in Nashville. That was the day I 
learned how dedicated he really was to this job. 

Did you ever interact with Jon Chase? Any good story to 
share about his awesomeness? 

Oh and thinking about this, how about an offseason feature 
interviewing behind-the-scenes Hurricanes staff? — Danielle 
P. 

I did that last year during lockdown! Look up Keeping Up with 
the Canes. Also, look up my Stormy the Ice Hog story! I’ll 
definitely want to get to know the people taking over Chase 
and Smith’s positions, though, and I’ll for sure do a 10 
questions interview with both of them. 

I did interact with Chase, I know I just said Smith is the best 
but Chase is also the best. No specific memory comes to 
mind but he was always so passionate about bettering the 
community — he cares. 

Have you ever challenged Dom L. on his analytics models? 
Dougie Hamilton was far and away the best defenseman 
according to his models in 2021. But how many Hurricanes 
fans or coaches would rather have Jaccob Slavin, even if the 
salaries were even? — David D. 

If by “challenge” you mean text him at 3 a.m. panicking 
because I’m not sure I understand what’s going on after I 
asked him to make me a chart to make my story prettier, 
then yes, of course. After years of doing that I think I finally 
get it, though. 

Here’s the thing — Dom’s model is based on Game Score 
Value Added (GSVA). He went over how that’s determined 
here. The term “best” is so subjective, and Dom takes the 
legwork out of that in his model by asking a different question 
— who has the best chance to positively impact the outcome 
of a game? The model determines that via a certain formula 
that is, again, subjective, but values certain things. It’s more 
complicated than this, and expected goals are factored in 
later, but this determines a player’s game score: 

Goals: 0.75 
Primary Assists: 0.7 
Secondary Assists: 0.55 
Shots: 0.075 
Blocks: 0.05 
Penalty Differential: 0.15 
Faceoff Differential: 0.01 
5-on-5 Corsi Differential: 0.05 
5-on-5 Goal Differential: 0.15 

You could see how that model would love Hamilton. It’s not 
asking “who is a better defenseman” — it’s more about the 
value to the eventual score of the game, which would 
inherently favor offensively gifted folks. It’s not perfect (no 
model can be), but it’s a great tool to use along with watching 
the games. 

What defines success for the DeAngelo signing, and how 
much of a long shot is it? — James B. 

This is a good question, because I know there’s criticism 
from his fans that there’s “nothing he could do” that would 
change people’s minds about him. First of all, if there’s 
nothing he could do to change your mind, you’re entitled to 
that opinion — this is his fourth or fifth “chance” at this point. 
Not everybody has to get along with each other, especially 
when the person in question has said things that are hurtful 
and dangerous to specific groups of people. 

But I think the Canes messed up by putting this idea of 
“changing minds” into our heads in the first place and being 
unprepared as they were to address that concept made the 
signing look even worse. 

I think the whole thing would have been easier for them if 
they approached it with a little more honesty, like “No he 
hasn’t ‘changed,’ but he’s an awesome player on a cheap 
contract.” That still would have made them look bad, but 
there’s no escape from that when they chose to sign this 
player in the first place. I think a more honest approach 
would have worked better partly because nothing he or the 
front office said made me genuinely believe he has 
“changed,” and partly because the concept of change is so 
ambiguous (hence your question). And hey, maybe he 
actually has taken some specific steps toward change 
(involvement in communities he’s hurt, specific therapy, etc.) 
but I can only go off what they’ve told us. 

If they just said “good player on cheap contract,” then maybe 
success could have been defined by X amount of points or a 
long Cup run. But now they’ve put the onus on DeAngelo 
and themselves to somehow show that he’s not only not 
going to snap (on the ice or on Twitter), but that he’s actively 
changed as a person. 

What’s the deal with Gardiner? Is he injured or in the dog 
house? 

And if he *is* injured, should the Canes just Kucherov him 
until the playoffs? (That’s right, “Kucherov” is a verb now.) — 
Andrew R. 

I can confirm the Canes aren’t buying out Jake Gardiner. 
Arthur Staple wrote that he’s a potential Islanders trade 
target, but he is “awaiting surgery” — so yes, his back is 
injured. I agree with the comments that this has been oddly 
hush-hush, the reason I’m not talking about it is that I’m 
being told contradicting things about it. 

If Gardiner is out to start the season, do you think DeAngelo 
and Bear will run the power plays or will Slavin or Pesce get 
a shot at it? — David K. 

This had to be one of the major selling points with DeAngelo 
— in 2019-20, he scored 15 goals and scored 53 points — 
three of those goals and 16 of those assists came on the 
power play. He’s the most qualified player on the roster to 
replace Hamilton as power play quarterback. I’m not sure if it 
will be the same exact style as Hamilton’s power play, and 
obviously that’s fine, but some schemes could get interesting 
with DeAngelo being as mobile as he is. As for the second 
unit, I’d love to see Brett Pesce get a shot. He was awesome 
on the power play in college (as you probably have to be to 
have a shot at the NHL) and he’s been flexing some of that 
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offensive flair the past two seasons. I think he deserves it if 
he wants it with all the tough situations he plays in. 

I’m not particularly crazy about Slavin on the power play, I 
think one of his biggest strengths is his ability to see the 
whole ice and play the long game, whereas the power play is 
more about making room with less ice and split decisions. 
Does that make sense? 

Will the media be able to ever stop focusing on and bringing 
up Tony DeAngelo’s past and just focus on his play, or will 
they always be hyper-vigilant about anything he says and 
does on and off the ice? I just can’t help but think that the 
media will try to assign meaning and intent where none may 
exist, such as getting upset at a call on the ice, etc. — Tim R. 

I mean, more than half of my mailbag questions are about 
him, and you just contributed to that. So I’m not sure this is 
media-driven. I’m not going to judge his play on the ice 
based on anything off the ice, but it’s worth remembering his 
history on the ice has involved an unsportsmanlike penalty 
as recently as January. 

It would be biased to not bring up past infractions when 
considering the player as a whole. I’m not going to be 
keeping some obnoxious running tally of anything on stick 
infractions, but the background that he’s lost his cool before 
is essential for context on this player. 

What is Martin Necas’ ceiling this season? Will he be a 
stable top-six player in 2021-22? — Jakub S. 

Finally something good to think about. Short answer, yes. 
Long answer, the ceiling is the roof. 

Who do you believe will slot in behind the bench replacing 
Coach Dean? — Richard M. 

Gotta be Tim Gleason, right? 

Which prospects do you think we’ll see on the roster next 
season? — Ilona S. 

If this team is truly contending for a Cup, the answer here is 
hopefully none. Hopefully for them, they acquire a proven 
top-six scorer and no one gets hurt. But say they end up 
standing pat or someone gets hurt. Aside from the classic 
depth call-ups, top prospects that could be ready to step in at 
forward are Ryan Suzuki, Jack Drury, Seth Jarvis and/or 
Jamieson Rees. Jesper Sellgren and Joey Keane could be 
defense call-ups. Again, those are “top prospects,” not your 
Greg McKegg/Patrick Brown go-tos. I think that’s what you 
were asking. 

Only 10 of the Canes’ first 28 games are at home, and 
there’s a season-long six-game (mostly) western U.S. road 
trip in November and a five-game western Canadian swing in 
early December. Should we expect a slow start in the W-L 
column, especially with so many new players on the roster? 
— Robert W. 

I don’t think it’s ever been more important to avoid a slow 
start for several reasons. Number one being the vibe around 
the team and the fan base, number two being a team full of 
new faces needs to establish confidence fast, number 2.5 
being Andersen needs to establish that confidence more 
than anyone if he’s going to be the No. 1 goalie. 

Which Canes player would medal at the Olympics in a 
different sport? And what would that sport be? — Graham R. 

Necas, tennis. 

One highlight from your summer? Who will be the breakout 
star for the Canes this year? Are you planning on travel with 
the team? — Howard H. 

One highlight: I got to take my boyfriend to where I grew up 
in the North End of Boston after Italy won the European 
Championship. 

Breakout star: Does Necas count or has he already broken 
out? Ethan Bear? 

Travel: We’re monitoring the COVID-19 situation on a day-to-
day basis, but it looks like I’ll be traveling at least a bit. 

Sara, what is your current powers rankings of the Metro 
Division? I feel like the division as a whole has gotten worse. 

For giggles, here’s how Josh Yohe ranked the Metro in his 
most recent mailbag: 

1. Islanders 
2. Hurricanes 
3. Rangers 
4. Penguins 
5. Capitals 
6. Devils 
7. Flyers 
8. Blue Jackets — Kyle W. 

As much as I’d like to rip on Yohe, this is a pretty solid list 
and really makes you see how much worse it seems the 
division got, like you said. I’ll assume the Rangers get Jack 
Eichel and keep them at No. 3, but they probably move down 
if they don’t. I’m going to move the Devils ahead of the 
Penguins and Capitals. I have a really hard time evaluating 
where the Hurricanes stand because they made so many 
changes. I feel like they’re either 2 or 6 depending on how 
goaltending shakes out. 

Have you had White Claw Surge? Need a deep dive from a 
seltzer aficionado because I’m intrigued but also terrified. — 
Oliver S. 

Not even I am touching one of those. I feel like I tempted the 
fates enough with the original Four Lokos back in the day. 
Gen Z can have White Claw Surges.
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Hurricanes seek deeper playoff run with additions of Andersen, Raanta 

Overhaul goaltending, acquire defensemen Cole, Bear, 
DeAngelo after second-round elimination 

By Tom Gulitti 

After the NHL Draft, free agency and other offseason moves, 
NHL.com is examining where each team stands in 
preparation for the 2021-22 regular season, which starts Oct. 
12. Today, the Carolina Hurricanes: 

2020-21 season: 36-12-8, first in Discover Central Division; 
lost in second round of Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Key arrivals 

Frederik Andersen, G: The 31-year-old signed a two-year 
contract July 28. Andersen was limited to 24 games (23 
starts) because of a lower-body injury last season, when he 
was 13-8-3 with a 2.96 goals-against average and an .895 
save percentage with the Toronto Maple Leafs. … Antti 
Raanta, G: The 32-year-old signed a two-year contract July 
28. Raanta was hampered by upper-body and lower-body 
injuries last season, and was 5-5-2 with a 3.36 GAA and .905 
save percentage in 12 games (11 starts) with the Arizona 
Coyotes. … Ian Cole, D: The 32-year-old signed a one-year 
contract July 28. Cole scored eight points (one goal, seven 
assists) and had a plus-21 rating in 54 games with the 
Colorado Avalanche and Minnesota Wild last season. … 
Ethan Bear, D: The 24-year-old was acquired from the 
Edmonton Oilers in a trade for forward Warren Foegele on 
July 28. Bear scored eight points (two goals, six assists) and 
was minus-1 in 43 games last season. … Tony DeAngelo, D: 
The 25-year-old signed a one-year contract July 28. He had 
one assist and was minus-6 in six games with the New York 
Rangers last season. … Josh Leivo, F: The 28-year-old 
signed a one-year contract July 28. Leivo scored nine points 
(six goals, three assists) in 38 games with the Calgary 
Flames last season. … Derek Stepan, F: The 31-year-old 
signed a one-year contract July 31. Stepan scored six points 
(one goal, five assists) in 20 games with the Ottawa 
Senators last season before having season-ending shoulder 
surgery. … Brendan Smith, D: The 32-year-old signed one-
year contract July 29. Smith scored 10 points (five goals, five 
assists) and was plus-3 in 48 games with the Rangers last 
season. 

Key departures 

Dougie Hamilton, D: He signed a seven-year contract with 
the New Jersey Devils on July 28 after tying for seventh in 
the NHL among defensemen with 42 points (10 goals, 32 
assists) in 55 games last season. … Alex Nedeljkovic, G: A 
finalist last season for the Calder Trophy, awarded to NHL 
rookie of the year, Nedeljkovic was traded to the Detroit Red 
Wings for a third-round pick in the 2021 NHL Draft and the 

rights to goalie Jonathan Bernier on July 22. The 25-year-old 
was 15-5-3 with a 1.90 GAA, a .932 save percentage and 
three shutouts in 23 games. … Petr Mrazek, G: He signed a 
three-year contract with the Maple Leafs on July 28 after 
being limited to 12 games last season because of a thumb 
injury. Mrazek was 6-2-3 with a 2.06 GAA, a .923 save 
percentage and three shutouts. … James Reimer, G: He 
signed a two-year contract with the San Jose Sharks on July 
28 after going 15-5-2 with a 2.66 GAA and .906 save 
percentage last season. … Warren Foegele, F: He scored 20 
points (10 goals, 10 assists) in 53 games last season. … 
Brock McGinn, F: He signed a four-year contract with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on July 28 after scoring 13 points (eight 
goals, five assists) in 37 games last season. ... Cedric 
Paquette, F: He signed a one-year contract with the Montreal 
Canadiens on July 28 after scoring seven points (three 
goals, four assists) in 38 games last season. … Jani 
Hakanpaa, D: He signed a three-year contract with the 
Dallas Stars on July 29. Hakanpaa scored three points (two 
goals, one assist) in 15 games after being acquired in a trade 
with the Anaheim Ducks on April 12. … Jake Bean, D: He 
was traded to the Columbus Blue Jackets on July 23 for a 
second-round pick in the 2021 NHL Draft. Bean scored 12 
points (one goal, 11 assists) in 42 games as a rookie last 
season. … Morgan Geekie, F: He was selected by the 
Seattle Kraken in the 2021 NHL Expansion Draft after 
scoring nine points (three goals, six assists) in 36 games as 
a rookie last season. 

On the cusp 

Seth Jarvis, F: The 19-year-old scored 11 points (seven 
goals, four assists) in nine games with Chicago of the 
American Hockey League and 27 points (15 goals, 12 
assists) in 24 games with Portland of the Western Hockey 
League last season. … Ryan Suzuki, F: The 20-year-old 
scored 10 points (five goals, five assists) in 26 games with 
Chicago of the AHL last season and helped Canada finish 
second at the 2021 IIHF World Junior Championship, scoring 
four points (two goals, two assists) in seven games. … Jack 
Drury, F: The 21-year-old signed a three-year, entry-level 
contract July 7 after scoring 30 points (10 goals, 20 assists) 
in 41 games with Vaxjo in the Swedish Hockey League last 
season. 

What they still need 

To re-sign restricted free agent Andrei Svechnikov. The 21-
year-old forward's 140 points (59 goals, 81 assists) since the 
start of the 2018-19 season are the most among players 
selected in the 2018 NHL Draft. 

They said it 
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"We think that combo of those two guys give us the best 
opportunity to win hockey games and take us to where we 
want to get to." -- general manager Don Waddell on signing 
Andersen and Raanta to replace Mrazek, Reimer and 
Nedeljkovic as the Hurricanes goalies 

Fantasy focus 

Andersen should be considered a top 10 fantasy option. He 
is coming off a down season (NHL career-worst .895 save 
percentage in 24 games) but previously won at least 29 
games in four straight seasons for the Maple Leafs and 
ranks fourth in the NHL with 149 wins since 2016-17. 
Andersen, who has a .915 save percentage in 393 NHL 
games (381 starts), is a fantasy bounce-back candidate and 
worth drafting among the top 50-60 overall playing behind a 
deep Hurricanes offense. -- Pete Jensen 

Projected lineup 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter -- Vincent Trocheck -- Martin Necas 

Ryan Suzuki -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook -- Derek Stepan -- Josh Leivo 

Jaccob Slavin -- Brett Pesce 

Brady Skjei -- Ethan Bear 

Ian Cole -- Tony DeAngelo 

Frederik Andersen 

Antti Raanta

 

 

 

NHL teams keep undermining league’s inclusivity efforts through controversial player and 
coaching picks  

By Geoff Baker  

Inside the NHL 

It’s been a bad month for the NHL when it comes to 
individual teams undermining the league’s “Hockey is for 
Everyone’’ inclusivity efforts.  

Already dealing with an alleged Chicago Blackhawks cover-
up of a sexual assault of players by a former team employee, 
the league saw the Montreal Canadiens draft a prospect 
criminally convicted in Sweden for secretly taking and 
sharing a photo of a woman engaged in a sexual act with 
him. 

Then, the Carolina Hurricanes created an uproar by signing 
free-agent defenseman Tony DeAngelo, banished last 
season by the New York Rangers. He’d become a locker 
room pariah for, among other things, his Twitter activity 
supporting former President Donald Trump and questioning 
the severity of the COVID-19 pandemic and legitimacy of the 
federal election outcome. 

DeAngelo subsequently announced he was joining the Parler 
social media site before it was shut down for its far right wing 
content and use by insurrectionists in coordinating the Jan. 6 
attacks on Capitol Hill. He’d also been suspended from his 
junior team in 2014 for a second violation of the Ontario 
Hockey League’s policy on “homophobic, racist, and sexist 
language” for a slur directed toward a teammate. 

Lastly, there’s the Toronto Maple Leafs hiring goaltending 
coach Dusty Imoo this weekend for its American Hockey 
League affiliate. That generated instant backlash given 
Imoo’s social media history favoriting and retweeting posts 
containing transphobic hate speech, anti-vaccine sentiments 
and support for the Capitol Hill insurrection.  

Leafs’ president Brendan Shanahan rescinded the hire 
Tuesday, stating his team failed to follow its own 
organizational protocols.  

Predictably, the DeAngelo and Imoo cases generated 
accusations of the pair being victimized by “cancel culture’’ 
for conservative political beliefs. But that claim conveniently 
omits how DeAngelo, Imoo and the hiring teams severely 
undermined values espoused by the NHL in its yearslong 
diversity push. 

The NHL desperately wants to change its decades-old 
“whites-only’’ label — only 6% of players are Black, 
Indigenous or people of color — and expand its female 
audience. A league that didn’t have a Black player until Willie 
O’Ree in 1958, and its second one not until 1974, knows 
shifting sports fan demographics could shrink its future 
fanbase unless it diversifies.  

The Kraken has led the way in carrying out ideals shaping 
the league’s “Hockey is for Everyone’’ initiative.  

It employed the NHL’s first full-time female professional 
scout with Cammi Granato. Alexandra Mandrycky was put in 
charge of hockey analytics. The Kraken was the first NHL 
team with a Black play-by-play announcer, hiring Everett 
Fitzhugh for radio. It added former NHL forward JT Brown, 
who also is Black, as a television analyst.  

The team is among NHL leaders at hiring women and 
minorities as executives, including vice presidents Kendall 
Boyd-Tyson, Katie Townsend, Lamont Buford and Mari 
Horita. It has championed women’s hockey locally. 

That wasn’t done to feel good. The Kraken deliberately 
expanded the candidates’ pool to attract the best corporate 
talent, hoping its organizational makeup also would lure as 
many new fans as possible.  
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NHL executive vice-president Kim Davis, overseeing the 
“Hockey is for Everyone’’ campaign, told me two years ago, 
“We know from data that people are going to be more apt to 
be interested in being recruited into any organization where 
they see someone that looks like themselves and can 
envision and imagine and see a trajectory for themselves in 
that talent pool.’’ 

Same applies to attracting fans. The league feels an 
increasingly diverse fanbase will buy NHL tickets if the sport 
looks and feels inclusive to women and minorities.  

And yet, Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin 
apparently felt fine last month using a first-round draft pick on 
junior-level prospect Logan Mailloux — prosecuted and fined 
in Sweden last year for sharing the photo of a woman 
engaging in a sex act with him. Mailloux had sent a pre-draft 
memo to teams advising them not to pick him, wanting 
another year to prove he’d changed character-wise. 

But Montreal’s hockey team somehow felt Mailloux had 
earned a second chance despite not yet suffering any career 
consequences for his first blown one. After the inevitable 
blowback, Montreal owner Geoff Molson apologized, barred 
Mailloux from training camp and said the Canadiens would 
monitor the player’s character progression this coming OHL 
season. 

It didn’t help that Canadiens GM Bergevin also ran player 
development for the Blackhawks in 2010 when former video 

coach Bradley Aldrich was allegedly accused of sexually 
assaulting two players. Those revelations emerged in recent 
lawsuits alleging Aldrich was allowed to quietly leave the 
Blackhawks following a team meeting about the internal 
complaints — not reported to police — only to be convicted 
in 2013 for sexually assaulting a student at a Michigan high 
school where he subsequently coached.  

Bergevin said he hadn’t known of any alleged offenses by 
Aldrich, who denies wrongdoing with Chicago players. 
Blackhawks president and GM Stan Bowman also denied 
knowledge of any internal allegations but pledged to 
cooperate with a team-ordered investigation. 

Bowman, in making his team’s entry draft selection last 
month, did so in a posed TV setting surrounded by female 
Blackhawks employees. The Aldrich scandal, if true, 
suggests a team culture that downplayed the plight of sexual 
assault survivors — an issue that resonates heavily with 
women — and the draft-day shot appeared a PR attempt at 
damage control. 

But the damage has already been done to NHL efforts to 
make certain groups feel less marginalized.  

And until it reins in teams repeatedly undercutting its 
message of inclusivity, the NHL’s ability to broaden and 
assure future relevance will be threatened from within by 
those clinging to ideals from its sometimes-regrettable past.
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What Stepan and Leivo bring to the Hurricanes’ forward group 

The Hurricanes signed two forwards in the first week of free 
agency in hopes of patching up some holes in their bottom 
six. 

By Brett Finger  

While the additions that the Carolina Hurricanes have made 
to their blue line and goalie tandem have attracted most of 
the attention so far this offseason, they have made a pair of 
additions to their forward group to help bolster the depth that 
losing players like Brock McGinn, Warren Foegele, and 
Morgan Geekie, among others, has created. 

Today, we’re breaking down the free agency signings of 
Derek Stepan and Josh Leivo, a pair of bottom-six players 
who have gone on wildly different career paths but have both 
landed on the 2021-22 Hurricanes roster. 

Derek Stepan 

From 2010 to 2018, very few players in the NHL were as 
consistently productive as Stepan, who broke into the league 
and established himself as a high-quality top-six center with 
a perennial contender in the New York Rangers. 

After a 21-goal, 45-point rookie season, Stepan produced at 
a 50-point full-season pace for seven straight seasons, 
earning a six-year, $6.5 million AAV deal in 2015 in the 
process. 

He was traded to the Arizona Coyotes two seasons into that 
deal, had his final 50-point season in 2017-18, ended up in 
Ottawa in 2021, and has seen his numbers and usage 
decline ahead of his first trip to the UFA market. 

Stepan, 31, has played 11 seasons in the NHL, and while he 
isn’t the player he was in the 2010s, there is still a good deal 
of value that he can bring to a team and a locker room. In 
this case, that locker room is in PNC Arena. 

“I’m really looking forward to a new chapter in my life and 
honestly a role that I think I can be really good in down in 
Raleigh for the Hurricanes,” Stepan said last Thursday. “I 
think you look down the middle of the ice, and they’ve got 
three really strong centermen. I think it’s one of those things 
where I’m going to probably pop in on that fourth spot and try 
to help out on some faceoffs on the right side so that Vinny 
Trocheck doesn’t have to take a thousand of them every 
single night. Help defend and really bring a balance to a 
lineup that I think is already super strong, and bring some 
experience, bring some new hunger and new energy to a 
group, because the last two years of my career have been 
weird, and I’m in a certain spot and I’m ready to go earn my 
stripes. What a perfect team to do it with, a team that’s 
already pretty strong in their lineup.” 

All of that sounds good, and he has a track record that backs 
up his intentions heading into 2021. 

Even past his highly productive prime, Stepan has 
consistently been a positive contributor at both ends of the 
ice at 5-on-5. In 2021, his playing time was limited due to a 
shoulder injury, but when he played, he played well. He had 
just six points in 20 games, but he shot an 
uncharacteristically and unsustainably low 2.3%, and his on-
ice shooting percentage was a career-low 7%. 

He won’t be playing with highly-skilled finishers in a fourth-
line role, but his shooting percentage will go up, and that will 
also aid his on-ice shooting percentage. 

He is still a capable passer, and his steady defense should 
be a great fit on the fourth line. Like he said on Thursday, 
having another right-handed faceoff-taker also holds some 
value. 

Having Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Jordan Staal and 
Stepan manning the middle of the ice should inspire a lot of 
confidence in the depth of Carolina’s forward group. Geekie 
appeared to be the front-runner for that fourth-line job 
heading into the offseason, but at one year and $1.35 million, 
the Canes did a tidy bit of business here to fill that hole. 

Stepan sounds like he is accepting of this role and ready to 
embark on the back half of his playing career as an important 
depth piece on contending teams. If there are injuries down 
the middle, he’s probably capable of playing up into the 
middle six for a limited run. 

Like many of Carolina’s moves this offseason, the Stepan 
signing checks the “veteran” box. They’re going all-in on that 
being something that helps them get over the hump. We’ll 
see if they are right in their decision-making, but Stepan is a 
quality depth addition. 

Josh Leivo 

Perhaps joining Stepan on the fourth line is Leivo, who 
doesn’t have the long-term accolades that Stepan has but 
does have a lot of what you’re looking for in a bottom-six 
forward. 

After getting his foot in the door with the Maple Leafs, he got 
his first extended opportunity in the NHL in Vancouver and 
took advantage of it. He was solid across 85 games with the 
Canucks, scoring 17 goals and tallying 37 total points before 
signing for one year in Calgary last season. 

He had a lesser role with the Flames, but his performance 
remained steady. 

Leivo is a big body at 6-foot-2 and 198 pounds, but he isn’t a 
physical player in the way of throwing hits. His game 
revolves around positioning, hockey sense, and making 
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quality reads all over the ice. As a result, he does have a 
knack for getting into scoring areas and taking advantage of 
those opportunities to put the puck in the net. That should 
play well in a bottom-six role. 

Those strengths have also translated to some power-play 
success in recent seasons. He could be an option on the 
second unit if he comes in and meshes well with the team’s 
system. 

While he doesn’t have the penalty-killing experience that 
Brock McGinn has, he should be able to help replace a lot of 
what McGinn brought at 5-on-5. He doesn’t do it the same 

way that McGinn does, but he gets the job done regardless. 
The Hurricanes have been able to turn some forwards into 
strong penalty killers, though, so maybe he will end up 
seeing some time there as well. 

The additions of Stepan and Leivo aren’t significant needle 
movers, but they do fill holes that were created by other 
transactions. For the roles that they will be playing, it’s hard 
to imagine the Canes getting better quality for the money that 
they spent. A one-year, $2.1 million commitment for those 
two guys is a solid value.
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Bag of Jerks: Signing Andrei Svechnikov, the Hurricanes’ pursuit of a 
top-6 forward, RIP warm and fuzzies 

 

By Sara Civian Aug 10, 2021 

 

Good afternoon. 

I hope everyone is having a great summer. Less than 70 days until puck 
drop on the 2021-22 season, which somehow seems like five years and 
five days all at once. Until then, there’s more than enough to talk about in 
Canesland. None of you shied away from it with this month’s mailbag 
questions, so neither am I. 

Let’s get to it. 

Note: Question may be edited for clarity and style. 

Are my warm and fuzzy Canes gone forever? — Jeff W. 

Like, let’s get right to it. 

I think the illusion of a sports team owned by a billionaire being warm and 
fuzzy is gone forever, yes. And it’s hard to look beyond losing some of 
the magic of years past in free agency, too. But I’d keep in mind that the 

players aren’t the ones making these front office decisions and neither 
are the marketing folks who worked so hard to show the warm and fuzzy 
parts of those players. Many of the warm and fuzzy players are still here, 
and maybe you can take solace in that. 

Is it possible people are overreacting about the moves made this 
offseason? Specifically, when it comes to the Nedeljkovic trade or the 
DeAngelo signing, it doesn’t seem like any slack or trust is being given to 
the front office that just propelled the Canes from perpetual irrelevance 
into a perennial playoff team/borderline contender. — Mike K. 

In terms of people’s reactions, I think you have to look at the Tony 
DeAngelo signing in a way that’s about more than what’s happening on 
the ice — for obvious reasons. That aside, I think part of the 
uncertainty/strong reaction is that they changed so much. Is there a good 
chance it all works out and the Canes return to the playoffs again? Of 
course. But instead of making a few tweaks to a team that has been a 
perennial playoff team and calling it a day, there’s a new set of goalies, a 
drastically different blue line, no Dougie Hamilton and still a need for a 
top-six forward. I think it’s fair to question if this is all going to work out. 
There’s an air of uncertainty because of the volume of the changes 
alone. I’m not going to tell anyone to trust the plan when the plan has 
made little sense at times. 

Did they shop Alex Nedeljkovic around at least or did they lose a bet to 
Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman? — Jeff C. 

They did shop him around and the rights to Jonathan Bernier and a third-
round pick were the best offer. Not much leverage with a yet-to-be-
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signed RFA who might be really good or might’ve just had a really good 
hot streak. I think Nedeljkovic will end up being a good NHL goalie but 
this is one situation where I understand not taking the risk. 

What’s your point of view on the whole thing with Nedeljkovic? Did they 
really have such bad faith in him? Was it old thoughts then in that case? 
All other clubs would love to have a good goalkeeper to build on in the 
long run, not least as 1A-1B. — Andréas P. 

It was a combination of old thoughts and a lack of a new sample, which I 
honestly don’t disagree with to the extent others have. Less than 30 
games behind one of the best blue lines in the league at the time just 
wasn’t enough to sway the front office in light of other data from his past. 
Again, they could end up being wrong, and I think we’ll figure out if they 
were right or wrong fast with Nedeljkovic behind the Red Wings defense. 
From the Nedeljkovic trade, we learned the Hurricanes front office values 
consistent data, and you see that with someone like Frederik Andersen. 
Yes, he’s dipped recently, but he’s never had a terrible season 
throughout eight seasons playing in the NHL. You can disagree with that 
logic and have a point, but that’s the logic the Canes are operating with 
here. 

They also know they’ve got a strong blue line and as long as a goalie is 
slightly above league average and consistent, things could turn out fine 
with such a strong defense. Nedeljkovic could be slightly above league 
average or he could tank or he could blow everyone out of the water — 
the point is, we don’t know. Whereas Andersen has been consistently 
above league average his whole career, and the lack of risk fits behind a 
blue line that can take above average to great. 

Any idea on what Andrei Svechnikov’s extension may look like? 
Wondering if he wants a bridge deal or long term and what the Canes are 
looking for? — Cameron D. 

Ask Marc Bergevin. Just kidding. 

I bet a (multiyear) bridge deal would make sense after a still strong but 
not-his-best season in these uncertain cap times. But (speculation) I’d 
bet the Canes would want him more long term. I’d imagine the AAV 
would be in the $7-8 million range. 

The Canes are short one top-six forward, right? — Carson B. 

Right. 

I think that’s another reason for the current vibe of distrust in the front 
office — you do all that and don’t improve on the one recurring 
postseason issue? (Secondary — sometimes primary — scoring.) It 
seems like they’re looking, though. They’ve been linked to Vladimir 
Tarasenko, and I could see a trade of some sort working out even if it 
isn’t Tarasenko. They’ll have some cap space left when they sign 
Svechnikov and I really think they need to do something. 

Favorite memory involving Michael Smith? Really upset he’s leaving, but 
wish him all the best. — Brian W. 

I am really upset, too! Michael Smith is the best. I don’t know if this is my 
favorite memory, but one time we both got sick from the press box hot 
dogs in Nashville. That was the day I learned how dedicated he really 
was to this job. 

Did you ever interact with Jon Chase? Any good story to share about his 
awesomeness? 

Oh and thinking about this, how about an offseason feature interviewing 
behind-the-scenes Hurricanes staff? — Danielle P. 

I did that last year during lockdown! Look up Keeping Up with the Canes. 
Also, look up my Stormy the Ice Hog story! I’ll definitely want to get to 
know the people taking over Chase and Smith’s positions, though, and I’ll 
for sure do a 10 questions interview with both of them. 

I did interact with Chase, I know I just said Smith is the best but Chase is 
also the best. No specific memory comes to mind but he was always so 
passionate about bettering the community — he cares. 

Have you ever challenged Dom L. on his analytics models? Dougie 
Hamilton was far and away the best defenseman according to his models 
in 2021. But how many Hurricanes fans or coaches would rather have 
Jaccob Slavin, even if the salaries were even? — David D. 

If by “challenge” you mean text him at 3 a.m. panicking because I’m not 
sure I understand what’s going on after I asked him to make me a chart 
to make my story prettier, then yes, of course. After years of doing that I 
think I finally get it, though. 

Here’s the thing — Dom’s model is based on Game Score Value Added 
(GSVA). He went over how that’s determined here. The term “best” is so 
subjective, and Dom takes the legwork out of that in his model by asking 
a different question — who has the best chance to positively impact the 
outcome of a game? The model determines that via a certain formula 
that is, again, subjective, but values certain things. It’s more complicated 
than this, and expected goals are factored in later, but this determines a 
player’s game score: 

Goals: 0.75 

Primary Assists: 0.7 

Secondary Assists: 0.55 

Shots: 0.075 

Blocks: 0.05 

Penalty Differential: 0.15 

Faceoff Differential: 0.01 

5-on-5 Corsi Differential: 0.05 

5-on-5 Goal Differential: 0.15 

You could see how that model would love Hamilton. It’s not asking “who 
is a better defenseman” — it’s more about the value to the eventual 
score of the game, which would inherently favor offensively gifted folks. 
It’s not perfect (no model can be), but it’s a great tool to use along with 
watching the games. 

What defines success for the DeAngelo signing, and how much of a long 
shot is it? — James B. 

This is a good question, because I know there’s criticism from his fans 
that there’s “nothing he could do” that would change people’s minds 
about him. First of all, if there’s nothing he could do to change your mind, 
you’re entitled to that opinion — this is his fourth or fifth “chance” at this 
point. Not everybody has to get along with each other, especially when 
the person in question has said things that are hurtful and dangerous to 
specific groups of people. 

But I think the Canes messed up by putting this idea of “changing minds” 
into our heads in the first place and being unprepared as they were to 
address that concept made the signing look even worse. 

I think the whole thing would have been easier for them if they 
approached it with a little more honesty, like “No he hasn’t ‘changed,’ but 
he’s an awesome player on a cheap contract.” That still would have 
made them look bad, but there’s no escape from that when they chose to 
sign this player in the first place. I think a more honest approach would 
have worked better partly because nothing he or the front office said 
made me genuinely believe he has “changed,” and partly because the 
concept of change is so ambiguous (hence your question). And hey, 
maybe he actually has taken some specific steps toward change 
(involvement in communities he’s hurt, specific therapy, etc.) but I can 
only go off what they’ve told us. 

If they just said “good player on cheap contract,” then maybe success 
could have been defined by X amount of points or a long Cup run. But 
now they’ve put the onus on DeAngelo and themselves to somehow 
show that he’s not only not going to snap (on the ice or on Twitter), but 
that he’s actively changed as a person. 
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Jake Gardiner (James Guillory / USA Today) 

What’s the deal with Gardiner? Is he injured or in the dog house? 

And if he *is* injured, should the Canes just Kucherov him until the 
playoffs? (That’s right, “Kucherov” is a verb now.) — Andrew R. 

I can confirm the Canes aren’t buying out Jake Gardiner. Arthur Staple 
wrote that he’s a potential Islanders trade target, but he is “awaiting 
surgery” — so yes, his back is injured. I agree with the comments that 
this has been oddly hush-hush, the reason I’m not talking about it is that 
I’m being told contradicting things about it. 

If Gardiner is out to start the season, do you think DeAngelo and Bear 
will run the power plays or will Slavin or Pesce get a shot at it? — David 
K. 

This had to be one of the major selling points with DeAngelo — in 2019-
20, he scored 15 goals and scored 53 points — three of those goals and 
16 of those assists came on the power play. He’s the most qualified 
player on the roster to replace Hamilton as power play quarterback. I’m 
not sure if it will be the same exact style as Hamilton’s power play, and 
obviously that’s fine, but some schemes could get interesting with 
DeAngelo being as mobile as he is. As for the second unit, I’d love to see 
Brett Pesce get a shot. He was awesome on the power play in college 
(as you probably have to be to have a shot at the NHL) and he’s been 
flexing some of that offensive flair the past two seasons. I think he 
deserves it if he wants it with all the tough situations he plays in. 

I’m not particularly crazy about Slavin on the power play, I think one of 
his biggest strengths is his ability to see the whole ice and play the long 
game, whereas the power play is more about making room with less ice 
and split decisions. Does that make sense? 

Will the media be able to ever stop focusing on and bringing up Tony 
DeAngelo’s past and just focus on his play, or will they always be hyper-
vigilant about anything he says and does on and off the ice? I just can’t 
help but think that the media will try to assign meaning and intent where 
none may exist, such as getting upset at a call on the ice, etc. — Tim R. 

I mean, more than half of my mailbag questions are about him, and you 
just contributed to that. So I’m not sure this is media-driven. I’m not going 
to judge his play on the ice based on anything off the ice, but it’s worth 
remembering his history on the ice has involved an unsportsmanlike 
penalty as recently as January. 

TONY DEANGELO, WHO TOOK AN UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 
PENALTY (AND PLAYED POORLY) THURSDAY SKATED WITH THE 
TAXI SQUAD FRIDAY. ANTHONY BITETTO WAS ON THE ICE WITH 
THE VARSITY. #NYR 

— RICK CARPINIELLO (@RICKCARPINIELLO) JANUARY 15, 2021 

It would be biased to not bring up past infractions when considering the 
player as a whole. I’m not going to be keeping some obnoxious running 
tally of anything on stick infractions, but the background that he’s lost his 
cool before is essential for context on this player. 

What is Martin Necas’ ceiling this season? Will he be a stable top-six 
player in 2021-22? — Jakub S. 

Finally something good to think about. Short answer, yes. Long answer, 
the ceiling is the roof. 

Who do you believe will slot in behind the bench replacing Coach Dean? 
— Richard M. 

Gotta be Tim Gleason, right? 

Which prospects do you think we’ll see on the roster next season? — 
Ilona S. 

If this team is truly contending for a Cup, the answer here is hopefully 
none. Hopefully for them, they acquire a proven top-six scorer and no 
one gets hurt. But say they end up standing pat or someone gets hurt. 
Aside from the classic depth call-ups, top prospects that could be ready 

to step in at forward are Ryan Suzuki, Jack Drury, Seth Jarvis and/or 
Jamieson Rees. Jesper Sellgren and Joey Keane could be defense call-
ups. Again, those are “top prospects,” not your Greg McKegg/Patrick 
Brown go-tos. I think that’s what you were asking. 

Only 10 of the Canes’ first 28 games are at home, and there’s a season-
long six-game (mostly) western U.S. road trip in November and a five-
game western Canadian swing in early December. Should we expect a 
slow start in the W-L column, especially with so many new players on the 
roster? — Robert W. 

I don’t think it’s ever been more important to avoid a slow start for several 
reasons. Number one being the vibe around the team and the fan base, 
number two being a team full of new faces needs to establish confidence 
fast, number 2.5 being Andersen needs to establish that confidence more 
than anyone if he’s going to be the No. 1 goalie. 

Which Canes player would medal at the Olympics in a different sport? 
And what would that sport be? — Graham R. 

Necas, tennis. 

One highlight from your summer? Who will be the breakout star for the 
Canes this year? Are you planning on travel with the team? — Howard H. 

One highlight: I got to take my boyfriend to where I grew up in the North 
End of Boston after Italy won the European Championship. 

Breakout star: Does Necas count or has he already broken out? Ethan 
Bear? 

Travel: We’re monitoring the COVID-19 situation on a day-to-day basis, 
but it looks like I’ll be traveling at least a bit. 

Sara, what is your current powers rankings of the Metro Division? I feel 
like the division as a whole has gotten worse. 

For giggles, here’s how Josh Yohe ranked the Metro in his most recent 
mailbag: 

1. Islanders 

2. Hurricanes 

3. Rangers 

4. Penguins 

5. Capitals 

6. Devils 

7. Flyers 

8. Blue Jackets — Kyle W. 

As much as I’d like to rip on Yohe, this is a pretty solid list and really 
makes you see how much worse it seems the division got, like you said. 
I’ll assume the Rangers get Jack Eichel and keep them at No. 3, but they 
probably move down if they don’t. I’m going to move the Devils ahead of 
the Penguins and Capitals. I have a really hard time evaluating where the 
Hurricanes stand because they made so many changes. I feel like they’re 
either 2 or 6 depending on how goaltending shakes out. 

Have you had White Claw Surge? Need a deep dive from a seltzer 
aficionado because I’m intrigued but also terrified. — Oliver S. 

Not even I am touching one of those. I feel like I tempted the fates 
enough with the original Four Lokos back in the day. Gen Z can have 
White Claw Surges. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Which team can build the best six-man 
lineup of players drafted in different rounds? 

 

By Sean McIndoe Aug 10, 2021 304  

 

Today’s post is based on an idea that several of you have sent in, in 
some form or another. The most recent, and the one who inspired me to 
go ahead and do this, was from long-time reader Bill B., who I think is 
more of a football guy but apparently dabbles in hockey. Thanks, Bill. 

We’re going to take a run at a straightforward question: Which NHL team 
can make the best six-man starting lineup from players they’ve drafted, 
without using anyone who was picked in the same round? 

That’s it. Nice and simple. We’re going to look for three forwards, two 
defensemen and a goalie that were all drafted by the same team, and all 
in different rounds. You get credit for everything that player did in their 
career (not just what they did for your team). Active players are eligible 
but only based on what they’ve already done, not what they might do 
down the line. And no undrafted players – sorry, Wayne, you’re sitting 
this one out. 

It should be easy enough to build out some teams. Will they be any 
good? That’s where it will get tricky, but of course, you already knew that. 
As always, I’ll try to cover about half the league and then turn it over to 
you in the comments to fill in any teams you think can beat mine. 

We’ll start where we usually do for these sorts of things, by tapping into 
the rich history of the Original Six. They don’t have as much of an 
advantage as they usually do, since the NHL Draft only started in 1963, 
and was pretty barren until well into the 70s, but the Original Six teams 
are the only ones with access to every draft ever held. They should be 
pretty good. Let’s see if they are. 

Montreal Canadiens 

The Habs are a great team to start with because they illustrate the highs 
and lows of how this will play out. They start us off with easy picks, 
including Guy Lafleur as our first-round pick – he’s not only the all-time 
leading scorer among Habs draft picks, but he’s over 500 points ahead of 
the next most productive first-rounder (Saku Koivu). We have another 
easy call in the third round, with Patrick Roy filling our goalie slot. 

The second round is a tougher choice, but in a good way, as we have to 
pick between Larry Robinson or Chris Chelios as our top defenseman. 
You can’t really go wrong with either, so three rounds in and we’ve got a 
slam-dunk Hall of Famer at each position. 

And then… uh oh. 

With apologies to Brent Gilchrist and Gilbert Dionne, the Canadiens have 
never really had a great fourth-round pick. The fifth round offers up 
Brendan Gallagher and Mikhail Grabovski but not much else. The sixth is 
actually much more fertile ground, with two 1,000-game forwards in Keith 
Acton and Craig Conroy, plus a strong blue line option in Andrei Markov. 
And then we go bargain hunting in the late rounds, looking through 
names like Tom Kurvers and Lyle Odelein (seventh), Michael Ryder and 
Brian Savage (eighth), and maybe Mark Streit (ninth). There’s also 
Viacheslav Fetisov in the 12th back in 1978, but he never showed 
interest in coming to Montreal and was re-drafted by the Devils five years 
later, so he doesn’t seem to fit the spirit of the thing. 

In the end, I think you fill out your top six with Markov, Gallagher, and 
then I guess Ryder. It’s not a bad lineup, by any stretch, but it’s nowhere 
near as good as what we seemed to be headed for after those first three 
choices. This isn’t going to be easy. 

Forwards: Guy Lafleur (1), Brendan Gallagher (5), Michael Ryder (8) 

Defensemen: Larry Robinson (2), Andrei Markov (6) 

Goalie: Patrick Roy (3) 

Let’s see if one of Montreal’s oldest rivals can beat that group. 

Boston Bruins 

Like Montreal, the Bruins get off to an easy start. The first-rounder here is 
relatively obvious, as we briefly consider Joe Thornton before going 
ahead and penciling in Ray Bourque. And while it may be a somewhat 
surprising name, we also have an easy choice in goal with third-rounder 
Ken Dryden, a Bruin’s pick who was traded to Montreal before he 
debuted. That costs us fellow third-round pick Brad Marchand, but unless 
we want Dan Bouchard or Andrew Raycroft in net, we don’t really have a 
choice. 

From there, I think we have to go with Patrice Bergeron in Round 2, and 
then the hunt for value starts. We can find some in eighth-round pick Don 
Sweeney (edging out Hal Gill), and ninth-round pick Craig MacTavish. 
That leaves us with one more forward slot to fill, and we can have our 
choice of fourth-round picks like Joey Juneau or Steve Kasper, fifth-
rounders Ted Donato and Mariusz Czerkawski, or sixth-rounder Mike 
Krushelnyski. Those guys are all pretty similar, and the end result is a 
decent team that’s probably a little more balanced than Montreal’s even if 
it’s not necessarily better. 

Forwards: Patrice Bergeron (2), Craig MacTavish (9), Mariusz 
Czerkawski (5) 

Defensemen: Ray Bourque (1), Don Sweeney (8) 

Goalie: Ken Dryden (3) 

One more Original Six entry… 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Woof. 

Yeah, here’s the thing about the Leafs’ draft history – they’re actually 
pretty good in Round 1. They’ve drafted two Hall of Famers in Darryl 
Sittler and Lanny MacDonald, a 1,200-point player in Vincent 
Damphousse, plus Tuukka Rask, Wendel Clark, and the current trio of 
first-round stars. For a team with a reputation for whiffing on draft picks, 
we’ve got plenty of options there. 

But then… yikes. Apparently, Maple Leaf scouts go home after the first 
round because there just isn’t much in the way of value anywhere. The 
all-time leading scorer among players drafted by the Maple Leafs after 
Round 1 is second-rounder Rick Kehoe, with 767 points; that’s not great, 
but the next two forwards on the list are Yanic Perreault and Tiger 
Williams. 

We can find a couple of late-round values on the blue line in Tomas 
Kaberle and Anton Stralman, which is enough to bump Randy Carlyle 
from the second-round slot. There’s also personal favorite Sergei 
Berezin, a tenth-round pick. But yeah, overall the Leafs’ entry just isn’t all 
that good. 

Forwards: Darryl Sittler (1), Rick Kehoe (2), Sergei Berezin (10) 

Defensemen: Tomas Kaberle (8), Anton Stralman (7) 

Goalie: Mike Palmateer (5) 

Let’s try our luck with some modern-era teams. 

Los Angeles Kings 

This ends up being a very good entry, thanks to two of the team’s 
longest-serving players, Luc Robitaille and Dave Taylor, being very late 
picks. They can also offer up a pair of Hall of Famers on the blue line, 
and another in goal thanks to Billy Smith, who only played five games for 
the Kings but still counts. And we can top it all off with the underrated 
Kevin Stevens, a sixth-round pick in 1983 (who was traded to Pittsburgh 
months later without ever suiting up for the Kings). 

I think the Kings are the best team we’ve seen yet, and they’re certainly 
the most balanced. And somewhat impressively, they do it without using 
a second or third-round pick. 
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Forwards: Luc Robitaille (9), Dave Taylor (15), Kevin Stevens (6) 

Defensemen: Rob Blake (4), Larry Murphy (1) 

Goalie: Billy Smith (5) 

We’ll stay out west for our next entry. 

Vancouver Canucks 

There will be some healthy debate around the first-round slot, with both 
Sedins competing with Hall of Famer Cam Neely and franchise-icon 
Trevor Linden. There won’t be any debate around Pavel Bure, picked in 
Round 6 because other teams didn’t know he was eligible. So our 
forward ranks are off to a good start, and we can sneak in Igor Larionov 
as a late-round flyer from the Iron Curtain days who eventually paid off. 

We know the blue line will be a weak point because this is the Canucks 
and they never have an elite defenseman, but we can find a couple of 
decent mid-round options. Goaltending is an issue too, as in 50+ years 
the Canucks have never drafted anyone with more wins than Cory 
Schneider’s 170. 

Forwards: Pavel Bure (6), Igor Larionov (11), Cam Neely (1), just so I 
don’t have to argue about which Sedin was better 

Defensemen: Harold Snepsts (4), Adrian Aucoin (5) 

Goalie: Glen Hanlon (3) 

The teams with five decades of history obviously have an advantage 
here, but let’s try one of the more recent franchises. 

Nashville Predators 

In what’s easily our most on-brand entry of this entire exercise, the 
Predators have too many options on defense and next to nothing up 
front. We’ll build from the net out with eight-round pick Pekka Rinne, then 
a blue line of first-rounder Ryan Suter and Shea Weber, who edges out 
fellow second-rounder Roman Josi. 

That’s a great start. In fact, let’s just end this section right here. 

Forwards: Viktor Arvidsson (4), Patric Hornqvist (7), I guess maybe Matt 
Hendricks (5) 

Defensemen: Ryan Suter (1), Shea Weber (2) 

Goalie: Pekka Rinne (8) 

We’ll stay in the Central for our next entry. 

St. Louis Blues 

Here’s a very weird thing I learned: Of the six Blues draft picks who went 
on to play the most games, five were drafted after the sixth round. That 
includes three seventh-round picks, but with due respect to Cliff Ronning 
and Ian Laperriere, that slot is an easy call with Doug Gilmour. We’ll put 
him with fellow Hall of Famer Bernie Federko, the only other Hall of 
Famer to be draft by the Blues (at least until fellow first-rounder Rod 
Brind’Amour makes the cut). 

From there, we can fill out a decent roster with some blue line value and 
a solid goalie in Mike Liut, who narrowly beats out eighth-rounder Guy 
Hebert and an all-time “Wait, he was drafted by them?” guy in Ben 
Bishop. 

Forwards: Doug Gilmour (7), Bernie Federko (1), David Backes (2) 

Defensemen: Bret Hedican (10), Colton Parayko (3) 

Goalie: Mike Liut (4) 

OK, time to fire up the Battle of Alberta. 

Edmonton Oilers 

There’s no Wayne Gretzky available here, but we do have plenty of star 
power. The big question is what we do with our first round. Has two-time 

MVP Connor McDavid already done enough to earn a spot at the 
expense of three-time Norris winner Paul Coffey? Maybe, but if I go that 
way then the blue line options will be extremely thin, so I’ll stick with 
Coffey on a team that ends up being almost entirely made up of 
members of the 1980s dynasty. Man, this team just killed those 1979 and 
1980 drafts. 

Forwards: Mark Messier (3), Jari Kurri (4), Miroslav Satan (5) 

Defensemen: Paul Coffey (1), Steve Smith (6) 

Goalie: Andy Moog (7) 

The Oilers don’t use a second-rounder, but they are our first team to fill 
out a roster without having to reach past the seventh and into the rounds 
that no longer exist. Their rivals won’t want to do the same, since they’ve 
got a couple of great late-round values from their own 1980s glory days. 

Calgary Flames 

Theo Fleury remains one of history’s greatest late-round values, and 
Gary Suter was a steal in the ninth. But the big name here is Brett Hull, a 
sixth-rounder who got off to a slow start but turned out OK, albeit not in 
Calgary. He wasn’t on the 1989 Stanley Cup team, but everyone else 
from this squad was. 

Forwards: Brett Hull (6), Joe Nieuwendyk (2), Theo Fleury (8), 

Defensemen: Al MacInnis (1), Gary Suter (9) 

Goalie: Mike Vernon (3) 

One more from Canada. 

Ottawa Senators 

The Senators have a reputation as a strong drafting team, so you’d think 
we’d be able to find some nice late-round value. And we do – but like the 
Blues, the Senators have a bad habit of finding their bargains in the 
same rounds. In this case, we end up with three pretty good players 
taken in the ninth round, in Sami Salo, Brian Elliott and Pavol Demitra. 
Worse, the two very best picks in franchise history from outside the first 
are Daniel Alfredsson and Mark Stone, who both went in the sixth. 
Diversify your draft steals, guys! 

Forwards: Daniel Alfredsson (6), Jean-Gabriel Pageau (4), Mike Hoffman 
(5) 

Defensemen: Erik Karlsson (1), Sami Salo (9) 

Goalie: Robin Lehner (2) 

Let’s move on to the battle of Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Here’s an oddity: The Flyers don’t draft good defensemen in the first 
round. Seriously, it’s weird. In terms of career games played, the top 
Flyers blue line pick is Murray Baron, who they took in the eighth round. 
Next is Gord Murphy, from the ninth. Then Dennis Seidenberg, a sixth. 
You have to scroll down to ninth on the list to find a first-rounder, and 
that’s the cromulent Behn Wilson. Maybe Ivan Provorov is on his way to 
ending the drought, but it’s strange. 

So yeah, our blue line will be dicey. The forwards are strong, though, 
especially since Bobby Clarke was a second-rounder, meaning we have 
room to use our first-round slot on Peter Forsberg. I’m surprised that I 
didn’t end up using sixth-rounder Ron Hextall, but with another Vezina 
winner lurking, I think the roster works out better if we give that slot to 
Rick Tocchet. 

Forwards: Bobby Clarke (2), Peter Forsberg (1), Rick Tocchet (6) 

Defensemen: Gord Murphy (9), Chris Therien (3) 

Goalie: Pete Peeters (8) 

We head across the state for our next team. 
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Pittsburgh Penguins 

Oh look, it’s the team that always has a generational franchise player or 
two on the roster. One problem: From Mario to Jaromir to Sid to Geno, 
the Pens get all their legends in the first round, so for once all their star 
power doesn’t let them roll over everyone else in one of these games. Is 
that the only reason I even included them? Yes, actually. Yes, it is. 

Forwards: Mario Lemieux (1), Mark Recchi (4), Greg Malone (2) 

Defensemen: Kris Letang (3), Jake Muzzin (5) 

Goalie: Greg Millen (6) 

Honestly, the Penguins filling all six slots with picks from the first six 
rounds is weirdly satisfying to me. Let’s see what another Metro rival can 
do. 

Alexander Ovechkin. (AP Photo / Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 

Washington Capitals 

A weak blue line, the presence of first-rounder Scott Stevens and Sergei 
Gonchar, and some decent late-round forward value at least makes us 
toy with the idea of leaving Alexander Ovechkin off the list, but that 
seems like overthinking it. This roster isn’t great, although it’s always nice 
to slot in a 500-goal guy from the eighth round. 

Forwards: Alexander Ovechkin (1), Peter Bondra (8), Dmitri Khristich (6) 

Defensemen: Ken Klee (9), Johnny Oduya (7), 

Goalie: Braden Holtby (4) 

OK, let’s take this home by going back to the Original Six teams we 
haven’t hit on yet. 

New York Rangers 

As always in these sorts of things, the Rangers are hit and miss for an 
Original Six entry. That’s probably not surprising, since they’ve spent 
decades letting other teams draft and develop talent that they overpay to 
acquire later. Still, this group isn’t bad, with two Hall of Famers on the 
blue line and a goalie who’ll join them someday. The forwards don’t have 
a ton of star power, but it’s three solid players, even if all three didn’t last 
long in New York. 

Forwards: Doug Weight (2), Tony Amonte (4), Tony Granato (6) 

Defensemen: Brad Park (1) or Brian Leetch if you kids want to use him 
instead, Sergei Zubov (5) 

Goalie: Henrik Lundqvist (7) 

Chicago Blackhawks 

The Hawks’ entry suffers from being top-heavy with firsts; six of the top 
seven scorers drafted by Chicago were first-round picks. I went with 
Patrick Kane, but Jonathan Toews and Denis Savard are options too, 
and we could also switch it up and use Doug Wilson to supplement the 
blue line. I don’t think we need to because there’s good value to be had 
there. And the defense may not even matter because we get what might 
be the best value in this entire game in goal. This squad is probably one 
more forward away from taking the title. 

Forwards: Patrick Kane (1), Steve Larmer (6), Eric Daze (4) 

Defensemen: Duncan Keith (2), Dustin Byfuglien (8) 

Goalie: Dominik Hasek (10) 

Detroit Red Wings 

We’ll end with the team that might have been the first to jump into your 
mind when you saw the premise. The Red Wings built a dynasty in the 
greatest draft of all-time in 1989, drafting three European stars who’d 
form the core of a championship. Then they kept it going by landing 

some late-round gems a generation later. Under these rules, are they 
going to be unstoppable? 

Well, kind of, yeah. Put it this way: They don’t end up even needing 
Henrik Zetterberg’s seventh-round value. Tomas Holmstrom from the 
tenth round, or Petr Klima from the fifth, or even Adam Graves in the 
second? Thanks for coming out guys, we’ll call you if we need to fill out a 
third line. 

The only question mark is in goal, where the Wings have never drafted a 
Hall of Famer and won’t even consider 400-win man Chris Osgood 
because the third-round slot is going to Nicklas Lidstrom. Other than that, 
the only real debate here is Steve Yzerman vs. Marcel Dionne with the 
first-round slot, which I think qualifies as a nice problem to have. 

Forwards: Steve Yzerman (1), Sergei Fedorov (4), Pavel Datsyuk (6) 

Defensemen: Nicklas Lidstrom (3), Vladimir Konstantinov (11) 

Goalie: Jimmy Howard (2) 

It’s not a perfect roster, but it’s the best one we’ve seen, and I’m not even 
sure it’s all that close. 

Then again, we’ve only covered half the league. If you want to take a 
shot at making a few rosters of your own, there are some intriguing 
teams still out there. Try an Islanders squad built around Denis Potvin, 
Bryan Trottier and Zdeno Chara, or a Sabres team that starts with Gilbert 
Perreault, Alexander Mogilny and Brian Campbell, or a combined Jets 
entry built around Teemu Selanne and Connor Hellebuyck. Want to be a 
masochist and take a run at the Blue Jackets or Wild? I wouldn’t advise 
it, but I can’t stop you. Head to the comments and let me see what you 
can come up with. 
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It’s a youth-driven league, folks, and the quality of the NHL's restricted 
free agents this summer is deep. 

We have first-line wingers and at least one franchise centreman who are 
due for raises, and the number of young top-pair defencemen and 
emerging goaltenders with No. 1 potential is staggering. 

Vancouver’s Jim Benning may be under the most pressure to negotiate 
long-term extensions with his RFAs. Despite taking care of Thatcher 
Demko and Conor Garland, he still has two big guns to compensate. 

Cale Makar got paid in Colorado, Miro Heiskanen in Dallas, Brandon 
Carlo in Boston. 

Joel Eriksson Ek committed to Minnesota, and Anthony Duclair and Sam 
Bennett to Florida. 

Detroit's Steve Yzerman heisted Carolina for Alex Nedeljkovic and 
instantly inked him to a two-year bridge at $3 million per. 

But these extensions are just the tip of the iceberg. 

Seventeen RFAs elected to file for salary arbitration. Hearings will be 
held Aug. 11-26. 

Here’s where things stand with the top RFAs of 2021. 

More from Sportsnet 

Nick-Ritchie  
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Nick Ritchie should vie for top-six role with Maple Leafs 

Luke Fox 

NHL’s Top 10 UFAs remaining: Latest rumours, reports 

Luke Fox 

1. Quinn Hughes 

Age: 21 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $916,667 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2020 Calder runner-up. Power-play quarterback. 97 
points through first 129 NHL games. Key building block in Vancouver. 
Averages nearly 23 minutes per game. 

The latest: Preliminary contract talks got underway between Benning and 
the two most important engines of the Canucks’ rebuild in early April. 

Hughes has been putting up gaudier numbers than recent RFA 
defencemen (Charile McAvoy, Zach Werenski, Mikhail Sergachev) and is 
arguably more important to his franchise’s future. 

Benning drew mild criticism for the in-season extensions he handed out 
to Demko and Tanner Pearson, essentially signing some smaller fish 
before dealing with the biggies. 

While significant money came off the books in July — Loui Eriksson, Alex 
Edler, Jay Beagle, Antoine Roussel — Vancouver inherited Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson's huge contract, still has multiple RFAs to satisfy and is 
dealing with Roberto Luongo’s cap recapture penalty. 

Perhaps bridge is the only solution. The good news for panicky people in 
Van City: Hughes is classified as a 10.2(c) RFA, meaning he cannot sign 
an offer sheet. 

On June 15, agent J.P. Barry suggested to Donnie and Dhali on CHEK 
that he is exploring a deal longer than five years for Hughes. 

Term will be a major sticking point, and fellow RFAs Heiskanen and 
Makar helped set Hughes' market. He won't be cheap. 

Conversations continue. 

2. Elias Pettersson 

Age: 22 

Position: Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2019 Calder Trophy winner. Finished 16th in Hart 
voting in 2020. 66 points in each of his first two seasons. Plus-19 player. 
Career 17.6 per cent shooter. No. 1 centre. Put up 21 points through 26 
games in 2021, and it still feels like underachieving. 

The latest: In late January, Pettersson switched agents, leaving Michael 
Deutsch at Eclipse Sports Management and joining teammate Hughes at 
CAA. Power brokers Pat Brisson and Barry will handle their extension 
negotiations — and hold a great deal of leverage. 

Barry told Rick Dhaliwal that the plan is to work on both deals together, 
like the twin monsters Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane signed in the 
summer of 2014. Unlike Hughes, Pettersson could theoretically ink an 
offer sheet. 

Barry, you may recall, put the screws to Benning in securing lucrative 
contracts for Tyler Myers and Loui Eriksson in recent off-seasons. But 
they were UFAs, not RFAs. 

“The Canucks have cap issues. I don’t think we can do long-term deals 
for Petey and Quinn. We have started the dance; we are engaged in 
talks,” Barry told Donnie and Dhali. 

“We are exploring shorter term for Elias, five years and under. Quinn 
longer.” 

Sportsnet's Iain McIntyre estimates that somewhere in the ballpark of $14 
million in total AAV could get both stars under contract. One would have 
to bet that means going the Auston Matthews–style, five-year route and 
keeping the door ajar for another windfall when the cap escalates. 

Benning vowed to match any offer sheet on Pettersson during a 
Sportsnet radio interview in Vancouver on July 22. 

A rehabbing Pettersson tweeted footage of him firing pucks on July 14, 
an encouraging video for Canucks fans. 

Barry reminded on July 30 that agreeing on term is a hurdle in 
negotiations, but the good news is that both Hughes and Pettersson are 
committed to re-signing with Vancouver. 

3. Kirill Kaprizov 

Age: 24 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: Yes, but did not file 

Bargaining chips: 2021 Calder champ. Blew up with 27 goals and 51 
points in 55 games as an NHL rookie, while logging 18-plus minutes 
nightly. Most points and goals by a rookie in Wild history. Instant star and 
fan favourite. Minnesota is desperate for young, exciting offensive talent. 

The latest: Wild insider Michael Russo of The Athletic reported in late 
March that Kaprizov’s agent, Paul Theofanous, sat down with GM Bill 
Guerin to kick off “a long conversation that will eventually lead to a new 
contract” for the most exciting young talent to pull on a Wild sweater 
since… who? Marian Gaborik? 

Kaprizov’s status as a 10.2(c) RFA means he’s immune to an offer sheet. 
His only leverage is threatening to sign in the KHL. 

He can become a UFA as early as the 2024 off-season, so Guerin should 
be gunning for term here. 

In polling execs and agents, Russo’s sources’ predictions on Kaprizov’s 
next contract range from a $6.5-million AAV on a two-year deal to a $9-
million AAV for a lockup of six years plus. 

Kaprizov headlines a Minnesota RFA class that includes prized forward 
Kevin Fiala. (The club already took care of Ryan Hartman and Eriksson 
Ek before they hit free-agent status.) 

Certainly, the twin buyouts of Zach Parise and Ryan Suter freed up cash 
for this summer’s spending. 

Kevin Weekes caused a stir on June 18 with his report that talks had 
gone cold and that Kaprizov was threatening to sign back in the KHL, 
yanking on his only leverage in this situation. 

Guerin said on July 13 that “dialogue is open” with Kaprisov’s camp and 
that talks began around July 3. The GM cautioned the sides are still early 
in the process. 

Sources described negotiations to ESPN's Greg Wyshynski as "a 
deafening silence" at the end of July. 

Publicly, Guerin says simply there is nothing new to announce. 

The KHL pressure point was raised again on Aug. 9, when Frank 
Seravalli reported that Kaprisov has a deal in place with CSKA Moscow 
for one year and eight figures should a new contract with the Wild fail to 
work out. 
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Guerin has indicated for a month that he’s willing to compromise by 
signing Kaprizov to a mid-range deal (five or six years). 

"The Wild still expect to get a contract consummated with Kaprizov 
despite the threat continuing to come from Kaprizov’s side," Russo 
reports. 

4. Brady Tkachuk 

Age: 21 

Position: Left wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Finished fifth in Calder votes in 2019. 125 points 
through first 198 NHL games. Plays 18-plus minutes per night. Willing to 
fight Shea Weber. Hits hard and often. Beloved by teammates and fans. 
His prime will align with Sens’ ascent. Captain material. 

The latest: Tkachuk has expressed his love for playing in the nation's 
capital. He’s also revealed that his in-depth conversations with 
management regarding a new contract have been limited. 

“That’s a good question,” Tkachuk told reporters in January. “Where the 
world’s at right now, we haven't really been talking about (my extension), 
and we don't know how the salary cap is going to look for the next couple 
of years. 

“I love being here. I love the crew, love the teammates and the staff, so 
definitely love it here. But we'll see how it unfolds.” 

Pierre Dorion re-signed head coach D.J. Smith, which should please 
Tkachuk. The GM has the cap room to commit and has shown a 
preference to go deep with RFAs he deems worthy of the core (see: 
Chabot, Colin White and Matt Murray). 

Tkachuk is absolutely worth the investment, so it’ll be fascinating to see 
how he plays this out. Senators fans needn’t be reminded of past free 
agents who’ve departed for more money elsewhere. 

“We haven’t really started to talk yet,” Tkachuk told the Cam and Strick 
podcast in June. “So, I’m going to give you the hockey answer and then 
I’m going to give you the real answer. I will let my agent (Newport Sports’ 
Craig Oster) and Pierre figure it out. 

“I think it’s pretty cool going through this for the first time. Of course, it’s a 
little stressful, and people say you shouldn’t think about it, but it’s your 
life. 

“For it now to be kind of getting into the works this summer, it’s definitely 
going to be exciting, and I hear different stories about different 
negotiations and how they go. Being there with Matthew and with his 
negotiations (with the Calgary Flames), I’m just excited that it’s happened 
to me.” 

Shawn Simpson reported on Aug. 5 that "Brady loves the crew in Ottawa. 
But he's totally waiting to see if ownership is willing to spend what it takes 
to deliver a Cup team. How that relates to this summer and his deal, I'm 
not sure. But it was made very clear that he would be all in long term if 
ownership does the same. At the same time they know the business and 
won't be playing any games." 

Elliotte Friedman suggested on July 12 that a three-year bridge might be 
the route here: 

5. Andrei Svechnikov 

Age: 21 

Position: Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall pick. Big power forward (six-foot-two, 
200 pounds) entering prime. Two 20-goal seasons before age 21. Power-
play weapon. Skating a career-high 17-plus minutes. 

The latest: “I'm open,” Svechnikov said way back in August regarding re-
signing. "I think my agent is going to do that job, and I tell him I don't 
want to know anything (until) it's going to be done. So, he's going to tell 
me when it's going to be done, and I just don't want to worry about that." 

Extension talks with Svechnikov reportedly quieted in February, but 
picked up after Carolina was eliminated in Round 2. 

Owner Tom Dundon is always looking for a deal, and it’s no coincidence 
the Canes’ last high-profile RFA, Sebastian Aho, signed the NHL’s most 
recent offer sheet. Or that Nedeljkovic and Dougie Hamilton left to get 
paid. 

“Mark Gandler, who represents Andrei, and I have had lots of talks over 
the last six weeks,” Waddell said on July 24. 

“We’ll get a deal done. I don’t think it’s going to happen before 
Wednesday. There’s no urgency from either side right now. We don’t 
start playing until September. These contracts for these type of players 
will get done; they just take a long time to get done. 

"Our talks have been very good about what length of a contract and right 
around the amount, we have a little disagreement there, but we have a 
pretty good range of how things are going to fall. So we’re able to plan, 
regardless if we get him signed before now or next week. We can plan 
and know that he’s going to be part of our group moving forward.” 

6. Filip Hronek 

Age: 23 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $714,166 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2017 Calder Cup champ. 2019 Red Wings rookie of 
the year. Team Czech staple who won Best Defenceman at 2019 worlds. 
Puck-moving, right-shot defenceman yet to reach his ceiling. Led team in 
points (26) and assists (24) this season. Logs 23:23 per game. Improved 
discipline and defensively during platform year. 

The latest: Fantasy managers know: Hronek is that rare Red Wing worth 
hanging onto, even during the mighty franchise’s patient rebuild. 

“A year from now, Filip Hronek’s up and we’ll extend his contract,” 
promised GM Steve Yzerman back in October, during an appearance on 
97.1 The Ticket. 

As recently as the 2021 trade deadline, when he dealt away Mantha, 
Yzerman highlighted Hronek as a core member of a roster he’s slowly 
building back to prominence. 

Even with the Jakub Vrana and Tyler Bertuzzi deals, Detroit is flush with 
cap space, so Hronek should surface this summer with more term than 
any of his teammates. Yzerman was prudent in managing his internal 
cap in Tampa, so the bar he sets with Hronek will be one worth watching. 

7. Sam Reinhart 

Age: 25 

Position: Centre / Right wing 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $5.2 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall pick in 2014. Four consecutive 20-goal, 
40-point seasons. Hot off career-best 25 goals in 54 games. Improving 
defensive play and showing signs of being an adequate centre substitute. 
Panthers already gave up a haul to acquire his rights. 
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The latest: On Day 2 of the 2021 NHL Draft, Sabres GM Kevyn Adams 
dealt Reinhart to the Florida Panthers for goaltending prospect Devon 
Levi and a first-round pick in 2022 — a decent return for a player who 
was on the block. 

Reinhart is coming off a stellar season from a personal standpoint in 
which he produced at a high level and showed aptitude in the middle of 
the ice. 

In theory, he could take the Panthers to arbitration, get a one-year raise 
and walk as a UFA in 2022. But with a fresh start and a better 
surrounding cast, the smart money is on Reinhart and the Cats coming to 
terms on a multi-year deal. 

"It's been unfortunate that my contracts have been so short," Reinhart 
said after the trade. 

Florida GM Bill Zito needs to be diligent with this extension, however. 
Reinhart’s cap hit could set a benchmark that homegrown stars 
Aleksander Barkov (UFA 2022) and Jonathan Huberdeau (UFA 2023) 
will want to clear easily. 

8. Juuse Saros 

Age: 26 

Position: Goaltender 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $1.5 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes — and filed 

Bargaining chips: World junior gold medallist. Natural successor to UFA 
Pekka Rinne’s long run as Nashville’s No. 1 netminder. Career .920 
goaltender coming off a personal-best 21-win, .927 season. Started all 
2021 playoff games for the Predators and showed well. 

The latest: GM David Poile said at his season-ending conference that he 
and Saros’s representatives had yet to dive into negotiations, but with 
Rinne retiring and Saros proving he can handle No. 1 duties, anything 
less than an juicy Juuse extension will be a shock. 

The question will be whether Nashville goes long-term (see: Murray in 
Ottawa or Demko in Vancouver) or bridge (Tristan Jarry in Pittsburgh, 
Mackenzie Blackwood in New Jersey) with its RFA netminder. 

Saros filed for salary arbitration, which means that he'll be re-signing in 
Nashville one way or another by month's end. Arbitration goes Aug. 18. 

9. Andrew Copp 

Age: 27 

Position: Left wing / Centre 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $2.28 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes — and filed 

Bargaining chips: Breakout offensive season in which he scored 15 goals 
and 39 points in 55 games. Only getting better with age. Not afraid to 
take the Jets to arbitration. Only one year away from unrestricted free 
agency. Valued teammate and two-way force versatile to play anywhere 
in middle six. Faceoff force. 

The latest: Copp’s platform performance was timed perfectly, and with 
UFA status less than 12 months away, the player holds more leverage 
than most RFAs. 

During Copp’s end-of-season press conference, he said he was open to 
all possibilities for his next contract. That AAV should climb north of $4 
million, regardless of term. 

So valued is Copp that, even without a contract, he was protected by GM 
Kevin Cheveldayoff over Dylan DeMelo and Mason Appleton in the 
expansion draft. 

Copp and teammate Neal Pionk both filed for arbitration. Their cases are 
set for Aug. 26 and Aug. 13, respectively. 

"For Copp, I suspect his deal ends up being close to the four-year, $4.4-
million AAV pact Sam Bennett signed with the Florida Panthers," writes 
colleague Ken Wiebe. 

10. Rasmus Dahlin 

Age: 21 

Position: Defence 

2020-21 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: First-overall draft pick in 2018. Calder Trophy finalist in 
2019. Fifth defenceman in NHL history to record 30 points before age 19. 
World junior silver medallist. Building block who wants to stay in Buffalo. 
107 points in first 197 NHL games. Skates more than 21 minutes per 
night. 

The latest: The Buffalo News reported on July 21 that contract 
negotiations are underway between Dahlin and Adams, who has gained 
some leverage here after the D-man's disappointing minus-36 
performance in 2021. 

"Going through a year like this is not easy," Dahlin said. "The one thing 
I'll take with me is that it has been an experience that will make me a 
stronger person and better player and person." 

Dahlin was encouraged when Don Granato took over the bench, saying 
he felt more trusted. 

The safe play for both sides might be a bridge, but the Sabres don't have 
a single defenceman signed beyond 2022. 

Could they lock up Dahlin long-term early in this rebuild of the rebuild and 
position his as their No. 1, the way Ottawa did with Chabot? 

Negotiations are underway. 

More notable RFAs: Drake Batherson, Nolan Patrick, Ilya Sorokin, Neal 
Pionk, Travis Sanheim, Kevin Fiala, Kailer Yamamoto, Nikita Zadorov, 
Anthony Beauvillier, Andreas Athanasiou, Adam Erne, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, Casey Mittelstadt, Jason Dickinson, Dennis Gilbert 
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TSN.CA / Team Canada player profile: Natalie Spooner 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

Follow|Archive 

Natalie Spooner 

Position: Forward 

Hometown: Scarborough, Ont. 

Age: 30 

Natalie Spooner has been one of the most prominent faces in women’s 
hockey for almost a decade. She is a two-time Olympic medallist, a 
seven-time world championship medallist, a Clarkson Cup champion, 
and is currently tied for 15th on Canada’s all-time scoring list with 55 
goals and 93 points. 
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Spooner grew up in Scarborough, Ont., and began playing hockey at the 
age of four. She started playing with boys before switching to the Durham 
West Lightning Girls Hockey Association, where she remained for 12 
seasons. Spooner led the Provincial Women’s Hockey League (PWHL) 
in goals in 2006-07 and won gold with Durham at the 2007 PWHL 
Championship. 

She also had success as a teenager with various Ontario teams. In 2005, 
she won gold with Ontario Red at the National Women’s Under-18 
Championship. Two years later, she captained the team to another 
championship despite breaking her jaw prior to the tournament after 
blocking a shot during a game with Durham. 

Spooner would add more gold to her resume, taking home the top prize 
with Ontario at the 2007 Canada Winter Games as well as with the 
Mississauga Chiefs at the 2008 Esso Women’s Nationals.  

In 2007, she earned her first call-up to Canada’s under-18 team, winning 
silver with the squad at the 2008 IIHF U18 Women’s World 
Championship. That same year, she also featured for Canada’s under-22 
squad, and won silver with the senior team at the Four Nations Cup, 
becoming the first woman to ever play for Canada’s national team, 
under-22 team, and under-18 team in the same year. 

Spooner spent four seasons with Ohio State from 2008 to 2012. She is 
the only 100-goal scorer in team history and amassed 163 points over 
her career, the second-most in school history. In her senior year, 
Spooner was a top-10 finalist for the Patty Kazmaier Award, given to the 
NCAA’s best women’s hockey player, and was also named an NCAA 
First Team All-American.  

Spooner scored her first goal for the Canadian senior team in 2010 and 
quickly added two more as she netted a hat trick against Sweden at the 
Four Nations Cup. Canada would go on to claim gold in the tournament, 
with Spooner finishing with four goals. 

She made her women’s worlds debut at the 2011 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship, helping the team win silver, and the following year she 
won her first gold. Spooner recorded another hat trick in that tournament 
in a 14-1 win over Russia in the preliminary round. 

Spooner was selected seventh overall by her hometown Toronto Furies 
in the 2012 CWHL draft and reached the Clarkson Cup final in her rookie 
season. She missed most of the following season after she was 
centralized with Canada in Calgary for the 2014 Sochi Olympics.  

Playing on a line with Canadian greats Hayley Wickenheiser and Meghan 
Agosta, Spooner scored the first two goals in Canada’s 3-1 semifinal win 
against Switzerland en route to claiming Olympic gold. Spooner then 
returned to the Furies, where she led the team in scoring in the playoffs 
and helped Toronto lift the Clarkson Cup, becoming the first woman to 
win Olympic gold and the Clarkson Cup in the same year. 

She went on to experience more success with the Furies. She was 
named team captain in 2016 and was twice a finalist for CWHL MVP. 
She led Toronto in scoring for the final three seasons before the league 
ceased operations in 2019. 

Spooner took that leadership experience to the 2018 Olympics in 
PyeongChang. Although she didn’t wear a letter on her jersey, she 
embraced her role as a veteran. 

“I want to be an impact player and contribute,” she told hockeycanada.ca. 
“I know what to expect now, and I can help the younger girls who are 
going into their first time – help them feel comfortable and play their 
best.” 

Spooner wouldn’t have the impact she had hoped for on the scoresheet 
at PyeongChang, finishing with two assists and failing to score in her 
shootout attempt in the gold-medal game, which the Americans would 
win 3-2. 

Although Spooner would rebound on an individual level at the 2019 
women’s worlds, leading the team in scoring with six goals and 10 points, 

Canada would take home bronze after being upset by Finland in the 
semifinal. 

After the CWHL folded in 2019, Spooner joined the PWHPA with the goal 
of forming a viable women’s professional hockey league in North 
America.  She currently plays for Team Sonnet in the Toronto region and 
picked up three points in five games at this year’s Dream Gap Tour in 
Calgary. 

In 2020, she was named a Canadian All-Star for the Elite Women’s 3-on-
3 game at the 2020 NHL All-Stars Skills Competition.  

Spooner has also been active outside of hockey. She competed in the 
second season of The Amazing Race Canada, partnering with her 
Canadian teammate Meaghan Mikkelson. The pair would win seven of 
the 11 legs of the race but would ultimately finish second. Spooner was 
also a runner-up with partner Andrew Poje in the fifth season of CBC’s 
Battle of the Blades.  

She is an ambassador for charities Fast and Female, which helps girls 
stay active in sports, and Canadian Blind Hockey, which is dedicated to 
supporting youth who are blind or partially sighted. 
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TSN.CA / Team Canada player profile: Sarah Nurse 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

Sarah Nurse 

Position: Forward 

Hometown: Hamilton, Ont. 

Age: 26 

It’s hard to believe that Sarah Nurse made her debut with Canada’s 
women’s hockey team just six years ago, as she has ingrained herself 
within the squad and with Canadian fans. 

Of course, athleticism is synonymous with the Nurse family. Sarah’s 
cousin, Kia, is a WNBA all-star and was a two-time NCAA champion with 
the University of Connecticut Huskies. Kia’s brother, Darnell, is coming 
off his sixth season with the Edmonton Oilers.  

Sarah’s uncle, Richard, played for the Hamilton Tiger-Cats, and her 
father, Roger, was a high-level lacrosse player in Canada.  

Her aunt, Raquel, played basketball for Syracuse University. Raquel’s 
husband is Donovan McNabb, who played quarterback for 13 seasons in 
the NFL and was a six-time Pro Bowler.  

Nurse played for the Stoney Creek Jr. Sabres near her hometown of 
Hamilton in the Provincial Women’s Hockey League (PWHL) from 2010 
to 2013. In the 2010-11 season, she led Stoney Creek in scoring and 
was named to the Ontario Women’s Hockey Association all-star team. 
She recorded 35 goals in her final year, breaking the PWHL record for 
most in a season.  

Nurse also won gold with Canada at the IIHF U18 Women’s World 
Championship in 2013, picking up a shorthanded goal in a 7-0 win 
against Germany in the preliminary round. She also spent time with 
Canada’s development team, winning gold at the 2015 Nations Cup, 
where she had nine points in six games. 

After her time in junior, Nurse spent four seasons at Wisconsin, reaching 
the Final Four every year. In her junior season, she was named WCHA 
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Final Faceoff MVP, and a year later, she led the Badgers in scoring with 
25 goals. 

As a senior, she was an alternate captain for Wisconsin and became the 
22nd player in program history to record 100 career points. She is 15th in 
Badgers’ all-time scoring with 42 goals and 130 points.  

Nurse made her debut with the Canadian national team at the 2015 Four 
Nations Cup but didn’t record any points during the tournament. She 
spent parts of the next two years with the Canadian development team 
before returning to the senior squad in the fall of 2017 for a series against 
the United States. On Dec. 15, Nurse scored her first goal for Canada in 
a 3-1 win against the Americans.  

Despite not having any experience at a world championship, Nurse was 
named to Canada’s roster for the 2018 Olympics. 

“Her hockey sense is very good, her skating is excellent,” then-head 
coach Laura Schuler told the Toronto Star. “When you combine those 
two things, quickness and hockey sense, you can excel defensively on 
the penalty kill or offensively on the power play.” 

Nurse scored the game-winner in Canada’s 2-1 victory over the 
Americans in the preliminary round at the PyeongChang Games. She 
and her Canadian teammates would go on to take home silver after 
losing 3-2 to the Americans in a shootout of the gold-medal game. 

Following the Olympics, Nurse was drafted second overall by the Toronto 
Furies in the CWHL. She would finish second in both Toronto scoring 
and league rookie scoring and was named a finalist for CWHL Rookie of 
the Year. It would be her only season with the Furies as the CWHL 
ceased operations in 2019. 

Nurse made her women’s worlds debut at the 2019 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship. She finished sixth in tournament scoring with two goals 
and eight points in seven games, including three points in the knockout 
stage. Canada would take home bronze after being upset by Finland in 
the semifinal. 

After the CWHL folded, Nurse joined the PWHPA in an effort to help form 
a viable professional women’s hockey league in North America. She 
currently plays for Team Sonnet in the Toronto region. 

In the Calgary leg of this year’s Dream Gap Tour, she picked up a goal 
and an assist in the championship game and recorded six points in five 
games. 

In 2020, Nurse also participated in the Elite Women’s 3-on-3 game at the 
NHL All-Star Skills Competition, helping Canada to a 2-1 win. 

Last year, as a member of the PWHPA, Nurse was frustrated by the lack 
of support in women’s hockey for the Black Lives Matter movement. She 
reached out to the PWHPA and specifically to board member Liz Knox. In 
response, Knox resigned from her position on the board to allow Nurse to 
take her place.  

"It's a blind spot we've had in women's hockey," Knox told ESPN. 
"Resources are important. Education is important. But I feel like we were 
missing a piece. If we want to set the standard for inclusion, there's a 
logical next step." 

"What she did was a great act of allyship," Nurse told the Canadian 
Press. "I think she looked at the board and said, ‘Hey, this is an 
opportunity for us to make a change, have representation, bring in 
different experiences and ultimately diversify our board’ because it was a 
blind spot that we acknowledged.” 

Nurse, who is biracial, spoke to ESPN about her experiences in hockey 
and how she hopes to change the landscape.  

“There were many times I'd walk in with my family, and all eyes were on 
us and talk going around because 'the Black family is coming in,'" she 
said.  

"If you walk into a hockey arena, it's always all white. I always joke, I can 
always find my parents in the stands because my dad is the only Black 

man in the entire arena. And that's something that I want to change. I 
want the arena to be a multicultural space and representative of what our 
society is now. In Canada, we call hockey our national sport. But it can't 
be our national sport if it's excluding a ton of our population." 
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USA TODAY / Legendary Chicago Blackhawks goalie Tony Esposito 
dies at 78 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Hall of Fame goaltender Tony Esposito, who starred for the Chicago 
Blackhawks for 15 seasons, died Tuesday of pancreatic cancer. He was 
78.   

Esposito began his career with the Montreal Canadiens but moved to the 
Blackhawks in in an intraleague draft his second season. He won the 
Calder Trophy as rookie of the year in 1970 after recording 15 shutouts, 
which remains a modern-day NHL record. 

He won the Vezina Trophy as the league's top goalie in 1970, 1972 and 
1974 and was a five-time All-Star. 

He and his brother, Phil, starred in the 1970s, with Tony leading the 
league in shutouts three times and Phil terrorizing opposing goalies as a 
six-time NHL leading goal scorer. 

Known for his quick glove and as a pioneer of the butterfly goaltending 
style, Tony Esposito had eight seasons of 30 or more wins (seven in a 
row) and finished with 423 wins, which ranks 10th all time. 

"He was tireless, reliable and a great teammate," Blackhawks chairman 
Rocky Wirtz said in a statement. "If you were a new player in Chicago, 
Tony and Marilyn always made you feel welcome and comfortable. 
Rookies were invited to their home for countless dinners, and when the 
Espositos held their annual Christmas party, everybody associated with 
the Blackhawks was there." 

Esposito's 418 victories and 74 shutouts with Chicago remain team 
records. He helped the Blackhawks reach the Stanley Cup Final in 1971 
and 1973, and his No. 35 was retired by the team in 1988. 

Esposito also was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1988, joining his 
brother, who entered in 1984. 

The Blackhawks named him a team ambassador in 2008. 

"He was born for that role, too, as he reached out – whether by request 
or on his own – to fans, sponsors, and friends of our team," Wirtz said. 
"He rejected thousands of pucks in his first job; he never said no in his 
second job." 
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