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Hurricanes offensive depth chart for 2021-22: How have early offseason moves shifted the 
projected lines? 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes might not be totally finished with their 
offseason excursions, but the expansion draft, the entry draft 
and the crucial first few weeks of free agency are over. The 
result is a team that looks all set with its goaltending and 
(barring more of the unexpected) its blue line. 

Up front, things get murkier. 

Will the Canes go the trade route and bring in another top-six 
forward? Will they bank on Nino Niederreiter, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Vincent Trocheck being fully ready to drive 
regular-season offense and be healthy for the next playoff 
run? Will they put their trust in young stars Martin Necas and 
Andrei Svechnikov taking the next steps? 

Speaking of bank and Svechnikov, will the Canes get that 
restricted-free-agency deal done drama-free? 

General manager Don Waddell still has to answer those 
questions, but until he does, we have a pretty good idea of 
the current standing of the 2021-22 Hurricanes forward 
depth. With those questions in mind, let’s take a look at who 
the Canes do have up front and how they could replace 
those who’ve moved on. 

Who’s in and who’s out? 

In: Derek Stepan (unrestricted free agent), Josh Leivo (UFA), 
Stefan Noesen (UFA, two-way contract), C.J. Smith (UFA, 
two-way contract) 

Out: Brock McGinn (signed with Pittsburgh), Warren Foegele 
(traded to Edmonton), Cedric Paquette (signed with 
Montreal), Morgan Geekie (selected in the Kraken expansion 
draft) 

I was surprised the Canes didn’t re-sign McGinn, who is one 
of Rod Brind’Amour’s all-time favorites, but at the same time, 
a $2.75 million average annual value is pretty hard to 
stomach of a fourth-liner. The team is going to hurt without 
him in terms of heart, blocked shots and big playoff 
moments, but it did bring in some hearty, shot-blocking 
defensemen to help alleviate that blow. 

The Canes didn’t bring in much to help the scoring, though, 
so they’re either relying on those aforementioned next steps 
or Waddell is making some phone calls in pursuit of a trade. 
This isn’t to say the depth additions are bad — it’s super 
important to fill out your roster if you’re looking to make a 
long playoff run. Still, most of the big changes in a busy 
offseason for the Hurricanes occurred on defense. When you 
move a few pieces around, the Hurricanes are only adding 
two new players into their forward lineup, barring injury or a 
prospect blowing expectations out of the water. 

(Note: For the purposes of this exercise, players are listed 
once. Categorization is based on a combination of their 
natural or most frequently played position and holes in the 
Hurricanes lineup. Many players can — and often will — be 
shifted to other positions based on need and/or matchup.) 

Left wing 

Andrei Svechnikov 
Nino Niederreiter 
Steven Lorentz 
Josh Leivo 

Carolina brought on a pretty smart third- or fourth-line option 
in Leivo, someone who could definitely be a solid 
complement to either Jordan Staal or Derek Stepan based 
on need and fit. Assuming Lorentz is used at left wing and 
not center or right wing, I could see him and Leivo battling it 
out for that third-line spot. Or the Canes could trade for a top-
six left winger, but if Niederreiter plays up to his 20-goal 
standard and is ready to go for the playoffs, the Canes might 
not need to outsource that job. Obviously, you can’t predict 
or bet on that, though, considering that Niederreiter is 
notorious for his streaks, so it might be wise to figure out 
some insurance. 

The big storyline: The Hurricanes haven’t re-signed 
Svechnikov yet, but it’s only a matter of time and roughly $7 
million dollars until that gets done. Once they do ink that 
deal, the new set of questions need to be answered: Will 
Svechnikov be able to kick into that deeper goal-scoring gear 
that faded in and out at times last season — especially 
during the playoffs? Is this the year he doesn’t let the 
frustration get to him and figures out how to rein it in with the 
stick infractions? 

Criticism of Svechnikov has been a little harsh, only because 
we expect so much out of him. That’s why I expect him to 
improve on last season’s 82-game pace of 22 goals and 63 
points. 

Right wing 

Teuvo Teravainen 
Martin Necas 
Jesper Fast 
Jordan Martinook 

The Canes re-signed locker room favorite Martinook 
somewhat unexpectedly after losing McGinn, Foegele and 
Geekie. While Martinook has played center (and left wing, for 
that matter), he is best on the wing, and adding Derek 
Stepan gives the Hurricanes that option. I guess we can refer 
to the right wing as the depth chart portion of normalcy, 
considering these are all familiar faces. I’m excited to see 
what Necas can do, building off a 2020-21 season in which 
he handled added responsibility masterfully. 
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The big storyline: Will Teuvo Teravainen fully return to form? 

He didn’t miss a step in his return to the postseason, but he 
was hit with a tough injury, a concussion and COVID-19 last 
season. That’s hard on anyone — physically and mentally. 
Teravainen has become a core member of the Hurricanes, 
and his consistency will be essential if the Canes are to 
make a run at the Cup. 

Center 

Sebastian Aho 
Vincent Trocheck 
Jordan Staal 
Derek Stepan 

The Canes added Stepan on one of many one-year 
contracts. It looks like he’ll provide the replacement for 
Geekie as the Hurricanes fourth-line center, and I love the 
idea of that veteran fourth-line center on any team looking to 
go far. Martinook and Lorentz are also capable of playing 

center, but you absolutely need depth at this position, and 
now the Canes don’t have to worry about that. 

The big storyline: It’s not fair to expect the same offensive 
surge (16 goals, 38 points in 53 games) we saw out of Staal 
in 2020-21, which could be scary for the Hurricanes because 
he was holding the team together at times during the regular 
season. So what then? It once again comes back to hoping 
top scorers stay healthy and Necas and Svechnikov can get 
even better than the flashes of excellence they’ve shown. 

So where does that leave the Hurricanes up front? 

Again, the offseason isn’t over and there might be moves left 
to be made. Already our 2021-22 lineup projections have 
shifted since late July. 

Here’s how the lines project for 2021-22 at the moment: 

Svechnikov-Aho-Teravainen 
Niederreiter-Trocheck-Necas 
Lorentz-Staal-Fast 
Leivo-Stepan-Martinook
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NHL Power Rankings: Potential breakout players for 2021-22 season 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we look at 
10 players on the verge of a breakout season in 2021-22. 

There are a lot of recent high draft picks on the list, but also 
a couple of young players that are getting a fresh start on 
new teams and a clean slate to build from. 

Who all makes the list this week? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Jack Hughes, New Jersey Devils. Hughes showed 
significant improvement in year two for the Devils and at 
times looked like an emerging superstar. When I picture a 
“breakout” year for him, I am envisioning a massive jump 
from “good young player” to “NHL mega-star.” Like, perhaps 
even a top-10 or-15 season offensively. His possession 
numbers were dominant a year ago, his point production 
increased (21 points to 31), and his playmaking was at times 
magnificent. He just needs some players with finishing ability 
around him. 

2. Martin Necas, Carolina Hurricanes. The Hurricanes are 
one of the best young teams in the league, and while their 
defense gets a lot of attention they have a magnificent group 
of forwards. Necas is one of their best young players and 
has really taken some big steps the past two seasons. Do 
not be surprised if he does again this season, especially as 
he starts to enter what should be his peak production years. 

3. Ilya Sorokin, New York Islanders. Barry Trotz is still going 
to use both Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov, but Sorokin is 
the future of the position and he might start to take more 
playing time just based on the way he performs. His long-
awaited rookie season was mostly a success with flashes of 
brilliance, and he might have been one of the biggest 
reasons the Islanders got through the First Round to start 
another deep postseason run. 

4. Kaapo Kakko, New York Rangers. The Rangers have a 
couple of potential breakout players on their roster, including 
Alexis Lafreniere and Igor Shesterkin. Kakko has been a little 
bit of a disappointment through his first two seasons (23 
points to 17), but there are a lot of signs that a breakout 
could on the horizon. He has been a dominant possession 
driver and is still loaded with skill. He can put it all together 
and with a little puck luck could be in line for a huge offensive 
season. 

5. Trevor Zegras, Anaheim Ducks. Anaheim desperately 
needs a superstar to build around and Zegras might be the 
player in the system that has the most potential to be that 
type of player. His rookie season was very promising with 
strong possession numbers and 13 points in 24 games as a 
19-year-old. All of his points came at even-strength while he 
also averaged close to two-and-a-half shots on goal per 
game. He repeats that process this season the results 
should be even better. 

6. Nolan Patrick, Vegas Golden Knights. Things did not work 
for Patrick in Philadelphia, and Vegas needs a potential 
impact center. Maybe the fresh start for Patrick while playing 
on a Stanley Cup contender is what he needs to jumpstart 
his career. Maybe both the team and player can get what 
they need to take the next step here. 

7. Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres. He has been pretty good 
so far in his career. But now is the time for him to become 
what the Sabres hoped they were getting when they selected 
him No. 1 overall in 2018. After a slow start last season he 
looked like a different player following the coaching change 
and is still oozing with talent and potential. He could be a 
game-changer for the Sabres’ rebuild if he pans out like 
originally hoped. 

8. Vince Dunn, Seattle Kraken. This one just seems obvious. 
Dunn has performed extremely well when given the 
opportunity in St. Louis, and now he is going to a situation in 
Seattle where he is going to be counted on to be one of their 
top players on defense. Do not be surprised if he turns out to 
be Seattle’s version of Shea Theodore. 

9. Carter Hart, Philadelphia Flyers. This is a necessity for the 
Flyers to be good this season. Hart showed all of the 
promise the Flyers had hoped for in his first two seasons 
before just self destructing during the 2020-21 season. Think 
we will see this season how that performance was the 
outlier. 

10. Jesse Puljujarvi, Edmonton Oilers. It has taken Puljujarvi 
some time, but he really is becoming a very good NHL player 
and he was very quietly one of the Oilers’ most effective 
players last season. He is still young enough and talented 
enough to become the star player the Oilers hoped he could 
be when they selected him with the fourth overall pick. Great 
possession numbers, improved his shot volume, and 
extremely talented. There is still a potential breakout here.
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About Last Season: Petr Mrazek 2020-21 Performance Review and Grade 

Mrazek’s 2020-21 season was drastically shortened by 
injuries, but, when he was on the ice, he was stellar.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Petr Mrazek 2020-21 By The Numbers 

 NHL Seasons: 9 

 Record: 6-2-3 in 12 appearances 

 GAA: 2.06 

 Save Percentage: .923 

 Contract stats: Signed three-year deal with $3.8-
million AAV with Toronto Maple Leafs  

From a purely statistical standpoint, the third and final 
season of Petr Mrazek’s tenure with the Hurricanes was far 
and away his best, with the caveat that it came in a 
ridiculously small sample size due to multiple injuries.  

Mrazek got off to a red-hot start to the season in his first four 
starts, winning two of them, with both of those wins coming 
via shutouts, including a 32-save performance against the 
Lightning that came with multiple lineup regulars out due to 
COVID protocols.  

In that run, Mrazek provided exactly the kind of high-level 
goaltending the team had been looking for from him.  

Unfortunately, in a game against the Dallas Stars on Jan. 30, 
Mrazek suffered what turned out to be a costly injury early in 
the game on a collision with teammate Max McCormick: A 
fractured thumb that would keep him out for over two 
months.  

Thanks the emergence of Alex Nedeljkovic, the absence of 
the Cane’s No. 1 goalie coming into the year didn’t hurt the 

team, and, when Mrazek returned on April 4, against, 
ironically, Dallas, he picked up where he left off with a 28-
save shutouts, giving him a clean sheet in three of his first 
four complete games of the season.  

Mrazek continued to play well, winning his next start. He 
ended up only making 12 on the season, as he missed 
another couple weeks with another injury in late April. He 
finished the season very well, however, with his only other 
regulation loss coming in the final game of the regular 
season, when Rod Brind’Amour rested numerous lineup 
regulars.  

Again, with the caveat of it being a small sample size, it was 
a stellar regular season for Mrazek.  

Nedeljkovic took the reins going into the postseason until, 
with the team in an 0-2 hole against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, Brind’Amour turned to Mrazek for game three. The 
Czech goalie turned in a stellar performance, turning aside 
35 of 37 shots in what would turn out to be his team’s lone 
win of the series.  

The success didn’t last, however, as Mrazek was also in net 
for the team’s collapse in game four, in which he allowed six 
goals on 26 shots before Nedeljkovic took the crease back 
for game five.  

Time will well if the Hurricanes made the right decision in 
essentially swapping goalies with Toronto, letting Mrazek 
walk and signing Frederik Andersen. But, while he wasn’t 
between the pipes often due to his health and Nedeljkovic’s 
emergence, Mrazek’s final season in Carolina was a good 
one, and he was a pivotal part of the team turning a nine-
season playoff drought into a three-year run of qualifying for 
the postseason.
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About Last Season: Jordan Staal Performance Review and Grade 

In his ninth season with the Hurricanes, Staal produced 
goals and points at a career-high rate despite seeing his 
possession metrics take a sharp decline. 

By Brett Finger  

Jordan Staal: 2020-21 By The Numbers 

 Age: 32 

 NHL Seasons: 15 

 Scoring: 16 goals, 22 assists, 38 points in 53 games 

 Advanced Statistics: 53.13 CF%, 52.28 SCF%, 
51.88 xGF%, 53.19 GF% 

 Average TOI: 13:42 ES, 2:40 PP, 2:07 SH 

 Contract Status: Signed through 2022-23, $6 million 
AAV 

A vast majority of Jordan Staal’s tenure with the Carolina 
Hurricanes has been defined by his dominant possession 
metrics and his woefully lacking on-ice finishing numbers. 
Staal’s ability to produce high-danger chances and limit 
chances against has ranked among the very best in hockey 
over an extended period of time, but it had never been 
accompanied by him producing points at the expected rate. 

Until 2021. 

The year that Staal had bordered on the bizarre. There was 
a dramatic shift in almost all of his numbers, and not all of 
them were good, but you can’t argue with the results. He 
produced at his highest rate since joining the team in 2012. 
Projecting his numbers out to 82 games, you get 25 goals, 
34 assists and 59 points. 

Another surprising development was that much of his 
production came on the power play. Over a 209-game 
stretch from 2017 to 2020, Staal scored six power-play 
goals. In 53 games in 2021, he scored seven, which was tied 
with Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck for the most on 
the team. His six power-play points per 60 were a point and 
a half more than his previous career-high. 

He shot 15.5%, his best conversion rate since 2011-12 with 
the Penguins. 15.5% is also the number you get if you 
combine his shooting percentages from 2018-19 (9.1%) and 
2019-20 (6.4%). 

It’s not like Staal’s scoring opportunities were more 
dangerous in 2021. His individual expected goals-for were on 
par with recent seasons. Like in past seasons, he was a 
physical force in front of the net and accumulated tons of 
chances at the top of the crease. The difference in 2021 was 
pretty simple - he scored more frequently on those chances. 

He was in the ~70th percentile in finishing in 2021 after 
routinely finding himself in the bottom 25% throughout his 
Canes tenure. 

While his offensive driving declined from the top-of-the-
league rate it was at, he was still a quality producer of 

scoring chances, and his finishing rate finally jumped up to 
match it. 

His 2021 numbers weren’t all great, though. For the first time 
in his NHL career, his relative even-strength corsi share was 
in the negative, according to HockeyReference. His even-
strength defensive metrics were uncharacteristically low last 
season, and his scoring chance suppression isn’t what it was 
in his late-20’s. Though, some of that regression can also be 
tied to the team, as a whole, being a much weaker defensive 
team than in recent seasons. 

With that being said, and as someone whose writing and 
analysis are heavily driven by analytics and metrics, my 
thoughts on those weaker defensive numbers can be 
summed up in three words. 

I don’t care. 

Staal has always been the analytical darling who never got 
the puck luck to show up consistently in the offensive zone. 
Year in and year out, his defense and expected goal 
differential have been elite, and his character was on display 
through all of the horrid seasons that the team had in his 
prime. He came to Raleigh to build a winner with his brother, 
they didn’t win, his brother got traded and he never 
complained. His work ethic and level of play never wavered. 

If anyone deserved a big offensive season, it was Jordan 
Staal. While his metrics declined, he had a number of 
standout moments that, in my mind, outweighed negatives. 
His best performances came in big games, a trend that has 
held strong over the last three playoff-bound seasons, and 
knowing the weight that he carried on his shoulders through 
the bad years makes his big goals in big games while 
donning the “C” that much sweeter. 

2021 was one of his best seasons of penalty-killing work to 
date and he won 58% of his faceoffs, the second-best 
success rate of his career. 

With the added help of Trocheck down the middle, Staal had 
a wonderful season. The move to bring in another top-six 
center took some pressure off of him, and he actually 
became a better and more efficient offensive producer. 

His production was a pleasant surprise, and it played a 
significant role in pushing the Hurricanes atop the Central 
Division, but it isn’t wise to expect another season quite like 
the one Staal had in 2021. 

His individual shooting percentage was an outlier compared 
to his career numbers. He shot 6% above his previous eight-
season average and his on-ice shooting percentage was 
more than 3% higher than his average over that same span. 
2021 was also a shortened season, which makes the sample 
size smaller. 

In the likely event that he doesn’t sustain his production in 
2021-22, he will have to sure up the defensive side of his 
game to retain his value, but Staal has the track record that 
earns the benefit of the doubt.
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/2771481/2021/08/17/hurricanes-offensive-depth-chart-for-2021-22-how-have-early-offseason-moves-shifted-the-projected-
lines/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/08/16/nhl-power-rankings-potential-breakout-players-for-2021-22-season/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/16/22626260/about-last-season-carolina-hurricanes-petr-mrazek-2020-21-performance-review-and-grade 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/17/22620432/about-last-season-carolina-hurricanes-jordan-staal-performance-review-grade-nhl-rumors-

break-down
 


