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Could the Hurricanes Pursue Vladimir Tarasenko? 

It's been quiet on the Vladimir Tarasenko trade front since 
late July. While most of the previous speculation tied the 29-
year-old St. Louis Blues winger to the New York Islanders, 
he's also been linked to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

By Lyle Richardson 

It's been quiet on the Vladimir Tarasenko trade front since 
late July. While most of the previous speculation tied the 29-
year-old St. Louis Blues winger to the New York Islanders, 
he's also been linked to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

In a recent mailbag segment, The Athletic's Sara Civian was 
asked about the possibility of the Hurricanes acquiring a top-
six winger. She believes they're looking and mentioned the 
Tarasenko rumors. They could have enough cap space after 
signing restricted free agent Andrei Svechnikov to work out a 
trade even if it didn't involve the Blues' sniper. 

Tarasenko carries an annual average value of $7.5 million 
through 2022-23. Cap Friendly shows the Hurricanes with 
over $12.3 million in cap space but Svechnikov's new 

contract could take up $7 million. Team owner Tom Dundon 
could also be reluctant to spend to the ceiling for the coming 
season. 

Blues general manager Doug Armstrong was reportedly 
unwilling to absorb part of Tarasenko's cap hit to facilitate a 
trade. Civian's colleague Jeremy Rutherford recently 
wondered if Armstrong might change his mind with his 
signing of winger Brandon Saad being more affordable than 
expected. 

It could come to that if Armstrong hopes to move the 
unhappy Tarasenko before training camp opens next month. 
What's he'd want in return could also be a factor. There was 
talk he sought a first-round pick as part of the deal. That's 
unlikely to happen given Tarasenko's contract and recent 
shoulder surgeries. 

Tarasenko's age, cap hit and injury history could work 
against him landing with the Hurricanes. They'll likely seek 
younger, affordable and healthier options.
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What We Learned From World Junior Summer Camps 

The Hurricanes could have a handful of prospects at the 
2022 World Junior Championships in Edmonton. 

By Matthew Somma 

Most countries have wrapped up their summer U20 camps, 
so now is as good of a time as any to talk about players that 
could be headed to Edmonton for the World Juniors in 
December. These summer camps are essentially the first 
tryout for the top prospects in each country, with other U20 
tournaments being held throughout the season to give each 
team’s coaching staff a better idea of the group they want to 
bring to the World Juniors. Things are bound to change, and 
it’s possible that we see a handful of players have breakout 
years and then go on to make their country’s World Juniors 
team after not being invited to summer camps. These things 
happen from time to time. Brett Leason is a recent example, 
flying under the radar and having a breakout season in his 
final year of eligibility for the tournament. He then made 
Canada’s roster for the 2020 World Juniors.  

United States 

The Hurricanes had one prospect on each of the United 
States’ teams at the World Junior Summer Showcase. Scott 
Morrow represented team Blue while Aidan Hreschuk 
represented team White. Morrow’s minutes fluctuated over 
the course of the tournament, as he averaged over 16 
minutes of ice time per game. He was one of USA Blue’s 
best offensive play drivers from the back end, however, and 
doing so in limited minutes is impressive. I highlighted two of 
Morrow’s plays from the Summer Showcase that stood out to 
me in my profile on Morrow, which you can read here.  

Morrow should be the United States’ power play quarterback 
in December. This is a team that could have one hell of a 
blue line and Morrow would make the team better at both 
5v5 and on special teams. I don’t consider him to be a lock 
for the roster, however. The United States is still stuck in 
1980 and tries to build a reincarnation of the Miracle on Ice 
team any time there is an international tournament or 
Olympics. No goals, just grit and grind, baby. If Morrow does 
make the team this year, I expect him to play on the third 
pairing and see power-play time. It’s a deep group this year 
and there are plenty of good defensemen in contention for a 
roster spot, so it wouldn’t surprise me if Morrow narrowly 
misses the cut this year.  

Aidan Hreschuk played on USA White, which was 
considered the “B” team, but I thought that he made some 
nice plays. He didn’t wow me in any particular area, 
however. I believe that Hreschuk is a fine defender right now 
with a good amount of upside, but there’s something that is 
becoming a roadblock in his game right now. I’m not sure 
what it is, but he seems to be struggling to take the next 
step. He’s only 18, however, and there’s plenty of time for 

him to grow as a player. Playing under a Hall of Fame coach 
like Jerry York will help Hreschuk overcome these obstacles. 
This year might not be his year for the World Juniors, but if 
everything goes well over the course of this season, I could 
easily see him carving out a depth role for himself on the 
USA’s roster for the following year.  

Sweden 

The Hurricanes had two prospects on Sweden’s roster: Joel 
Nystrom and Zion Nybeck. I was impressed with Nystrom in 
this small sample size. He’s a solid two-way defenseman 
that skates well and can play top minutes for your team. He 
played over 20 minutes in all but one of the five games in the 
tournament and drew two penalties. Nystrom’s offensive 
upside is a bit of a question mark for me, but as long as he 
can move the puck, he should have NHL upside. I saw 
flashes of good plays in transition as well as some nice 
defensive plays to keep an underwhelming Swedish squad in 
games.  

Zion Nybeck was the captain of Sweden’s team for at least 
one of the games in the tournament and was a pest to play 
against. His stride looks a little better than it did last season 
and he’s a little faster, meaning that he can start to beat 
more of his competition on the rush. Nybeck scored twice 
and added four assists for six points in six games during the 
tournament, which was an impressive showing. Nybeck is 
likely going to be one of the players returning from Sweden’s 
2021 World Juniors team and will see top six minutes after 
playing on the fourth line in the last tournament. With Nybeck 
helping to lead the charge offensively, it’s entirely possible 
that Sweden bounces back after a poor showing at this past 
World Juniors. 

Finland 

Surprise, surprise. We have some Finns to talk about. Ville 
Koivunen was on Finland’s third line for the duration of the 
tournament and had just two points over the course of the 
tournament. One of those points was an empty net goal. His 
assist was impressive, though, and I’m fairly confident that 
he’ll be on Finland’s roster in December. Koivunen’s 
offensive upside and work ethic make him a strong candidate 
for the final team. Finland is going to need depth scoring in 
order to medal at this tournament, and you’d be hard 
pressed to find a player better than Koivunen in the offensive 
zone.  

Aleksi Heimosalmi, however, likely won’t be on the final 
roster for Finland’s World Junior team. He was played in a 
depth role and while I think he could have some offensive 
value for Finland’s squad, I didn’t think he was fantastic 
defensively. It’s hard to prove yourself when you’re playing 
14-15 minutes a game, but I had expected a little more from 
Heimosalmi. He has been in Assat’s top four for two 
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preseason games, so it’s possible that he shows enough 
growth and maturity over the course of the season to earn a 
spot on the final roster. We might have to play the waiting 
game, though. 

Canada 

Canada held its own U20 camp this summer and split it into 
two teams. Seth Jarvis was excellent for Canada and seems 
poised for a top-six role on Canada’s roster after being one 
of the final cuts last year. It’s interesting to see how Jarvis 
developed as a player after being cut from Canada’s roster 
last season. It lit a fire in him and he took it out on the entire 
AHL, dominating for a handful of games before going back to 
being a top player in the WHL. I’d be shocked if Jarvis isn’t 
on Canada’s final roster. He has elite skill and could easily 
be a point per game player for Canada at the World Juniors. 
I’d love to see him paired up with Shane Wright again 
because those two could be magical whenever they step on 
the ice. Wright is a prolific goal scorer and Jarvis is an 
excellent playmaker, so seeing those two work together 
makes me very, very happy. 

Ronan Seeley also attended Canada’s camp, and while it 
may be a long shot for him to make the final cut, I do believe 
that it helped his development. Seeley flew under the radar 
in the 2020 draft and the Hurricanes grabbed a defenseman 
with solid upside in the seventh round. His main assets are 
his skating and solid gap control and defensive play. Seeley 
is one of the quickest players on the ice at any given moment 
and can seal you off from a play quicker than most players at 
his level. He has taken some major strides in terms of his 
offensive development and hockey sense, too. Seeley has 
NHL upside and, although it might take a while for him to get 
there, could be a nice draft pick to look back on when he 
does make the NHL. Keep an eye on Seeley this season. 
He’ll have a full WHL season to work with this year and I 
believe that he’ll have a breakout year. 

Russia 

Nikita Guslistov played in a handful of games for Russia’s B 
team for the Sochi Hockey Open. Russia’s national team 
typically makes their B team their U20 team as a way of 
evaluating their U20 talent against some top men’s teams in 

Russia. It might be unorthodox, but it certainly is a way to 
see who is up for the task and who isn’t. I still don’t know 
enough about Guslistov to confidently say whether or not 
he’ll be on the final roster, but the fact that he was getting 
middle six minutes on this team is encouraging to say the 
least. One player that definitely will return to Russia’s lineup 
is Vasiliy Ponomaryov, who should be a top six forward for 
Russia after being one of the team’s most consistent players 
in last year’s tournament. Ponomaryov was injured and did 
not participate in the Sochi Hockey Open, but Russia’s 
coaching staff all but confirmed that he was a lock for the 
World Juniors team.  

Other Countries 

Patrik Hamrla was not on the Czech Republic’s U20 roster 
for an upcoming tournament.  

While that may not guarantee that he won’t be on the World 
Juniors roster, it’s not a great sign. I wouldn’t worry too 
much, though. Hamrla is going to play in the QMJHL this 
upcoming season and could impress the Czech staff enough 
in the first two months of the season. That could earn him an 
invite.  

Another player that I want to mention is Nikita Quapp, a 
player the Hurricanes selected in the sixth round of this past 
draft. Germany may not have any returning goalies from last 
year’s roster, meaning that we could see Quapp as either the 
team’s starter or backup. I’m not very familiar with German 
hockey or their U20 players, so I’ll try my best to keep an eye 
on this as the season progresses. As far as I can tell, they 
haven’t announced any sort of U20 roster for a tournament of 
any kind.  

All in all, the Hurricanes could have a large amount of 
prospects at this year’s World Juniors. Ponomaryov and 
Nybeck are locks to make their teams, while players such as 
Jarvis, Morrow, Nystrom and Koivunen are solid bets to 
make their teams. I could also see players such as Nikita 
Quapp, Nikita Guslistov and Aleski Heimosalmi pushing for 
roster spots. It’ll be an exciting tournament nonetheless and 
a great opportunity for Hurricanes fans to watch the future of 
the team get an opportunity in the spotlight.
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Hurricanes offensive depth chart for 2021-22: How have early offseason 
moves shifted the projected lines? 

 

By Sara Civian Aug 17, 2021 

 

The Hurricanes might not be totally finished with their offseason 
excursions, but the expansion draft, the entry draft and the crucial first 
few weeks of free agency are over. The result is a team that looks all set 
with its goaltending and (barring more of the unexpected) its blue line. 

Up front, things get murkier. 

Will the Canes go the trade route and bring in another top-six forward? 
Will they bank on Nino Niederreiter, Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent 
Trocheck being fully ready to drive regular-season offense and be 
healthy for the next playoff run? Will they put their trust in young stars 
Martin Necas and Andrei Svechnikov taking the next steps? 

Speaking of bank and Svechnikov, will the Canes get that restricted-free-
agency deal done drama-free? 

General manager Don Waddell still has to answer those questions, but 
until he does, we have a pretty good idea of the current standing of the 
2021-22 Hurricanes forward depth. With those questions in mind, let’s 
take a look at who the Canes do have up front and how they could 
replace those who’ve moved on. 

Who’s in and who’s out? 

In: Derek Stepan (unrestricted free agent), Josh Leivo (UFA), Stefan 
Noesen (UFA, two-way contract), C.J. Smith (UFA, two-way contract) 

Out: Brock McGinn (signed with Pittsburgh), Warren Foegele (traded to 
Edmonton), Cedric Paquette (signed with Montreal), Morgan Geekie 
(selected in the Kraken expansion draft) 

I was surprised the Canes didn’t re-sign McGinn, who is one of Rod 
Brind’Amour’s all-time favorites, but at the same time, a $2.75 million 
average annual value is pretty hard to stomach of a fourth-liner. The 
team is going to hurt without him in terms of heart, blocked shots and big 
playoff moments, but it did bring in some hearty, shot-blocking 
defensemen to help alleviate that blow. 

The Canes didn’t bring in much to help the scoring, though, so they’re 
either relying on those aforementioned next steps or Waddell is making 
some phone calls in pursuit of a trade. This isn’t to say the depth 
additions are bad — it’s super important to fill out your roster if you’re 
looking to make a long playoff run. Still, most of the big changes in a 
busy offseason for the Hurricanes occurred on defense. When you move 
a few pieces around, the Hurricanes are only adding two new players into 
their forward lineup, barring injury or a prospect blowing expectations out 
of the water. 

(Note: For the purposes of this exercise, players are listed once. 
Categorization is based on a combination of their natural or most 
frequently played position and holes in the Hurricanes lineup. Many 

players can — and often will — be shifted to other positions based on 
need and/or matchup.) 

Left wing 

Andrei Svechnikov 

Nino Niederreiter 

Steven Lorentz 

Josh Leivo 

Carolina brought on a pretty smart third- or fourth-line option in Leivo, 
someone who could definitely be a solid complement to either Jordan 
Staal or Derek Stepan based on need and fit. Assuming Lorentz is used 
at left wing and not center or right wing, I could see him and Leivo 
battling it out for that third-line spot. Or the Canes could trade for a top-
six left winger, but if Niederreiter plays up to his 20-goal standard and is 
ready to go for the playoffs, the Canes might not need to outsource that 
job. Obviously, you can’t predict or bet on that, though, considering that 
Niederreiter is notorious for his streaks, so it might be wise to figure out 
some insurance. 

The big storyline: The Hurricanes haven’t re-signed Svechnikov yet, but 
it’s only a matter of time and roughly $7 million dollars until that gets 
done. Once they do ink that deal, the new set of questions need to be 
answered: Will Svechnikov be able to kick into that deeper goal-scoring 
gear that faded in and out at times last season — especially during the 
playoffs? Is this the year he doesn’t let the frustration get to him and 
figures out how to rein it in with the stick infractions? 

Criticism of Svechnikov has been a little harsh, only because we expect 
so much out of him. That’s why I expect him to improve on last season’s 
82-game pace of 22 goals and 63 points. 

Right wing 

Teuvo Teravainen 

Martin Necas 

Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook 

The Canes re-signed locker room favorite Martinook somewhat 
unexpectedly after losing McGinn, Foegele and Geekie. While Martinook 
has played center (and left wing, for that matter), he is best on the wing, 
and adding Derek Stepan gives the Hurricanes that option. I guess we 
can refer to the right wing as the depth chart portion of normalcy, 
considering these are all familiar faces. I’m excited to see what Necas 
can do, building off a 2020-21 season in which he handled added 
responsibility masterfully. 

The big storyline: Will Teuvo Teravainen fully return to form? 

He didn’t miss a step in his return to the postseason, but he was hit with 
a tough injury, a concussion and COVID-19 last season. That’s hard on 
anyone — physically and mentally. Teravainen has become a core 
member of the Hurricanes, and his consistency will be essential if the 
Canes are to make a run at the Cup. 

Center 
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Sebastian Aho 

Vincent Trocheck 

Jordan Staal 

Derek Stepan 

The Canes added Stepan on one of many one-year contracts. It looks 
like he’ll provide the replacement for Geekie as the Hurricanes fourth-line 
center, and I love the idea of that veteran fourth-line center on any team 
looking to go far. Martinook and Lorentz are also capable of playing 
center, but you absolutely need depth at this position, and now the 
Canes don’t have to worry about that. 

The big storyline: It’s not fair to expect the same offensive surge (16 
goals, 38 points in 53 games) we saw out of Staal in 2020-21, which 
could be scary for the Hurricanes because he was holding the team 
together at times during the regular season. So what then? It once again 
comes back to hoping top scorers stay healthy and Necas and 
Svechnikov can get even better than the flashes of excellence they’ve 
shown. 

So where does that leave the Hurricanes up front? 

Again, the offseason isn’t over and there might be moves left to be made. 
Already our 2021-22 lineup projections have shifted since late July. 

Here’s how the lines project for 2021-22 at the moment: 

Svechnikov-Aho-Teravainen 

Niederreiter-Trocheck-Necas 

Lorentz-Staal-Fast 

Leivo-Stepan-Martinook 
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The Athletic / NHL top 10 goalie prospects, 2021 edition: Askarov and 
Knight lead Wheeler’s ranking of the best drafted goalies 

 

By Scott Wheeler Aug 17, 2021 188  

 

Welcome to the second part of the 2021 edition of my drafted NHL 
prospect rankings. 

Today’s top 10 goalie prospects list follows yesterday’s top 50 drafted 
skaters ranking. Together, this package of content serves as the 
conclusion of all of my work from the preceding season and the start of 
my prospect coverage for a new one. 

It collectively follows thousands of hours spent watching tape, in rinks 
learning about these players, speaking with sources and studying the ins 
and outs of their game and the data that comes with it. 

After producing a combined annual ranking in 2018 and 2019, the 
skaters and the goalies were divided in 2020 and now 2021. This is done 
to evaluate for our readers a greater number of goalies (when it was one 
top 50 list, I only ever liked two or three goalie prospects enough to rank 
them) reflective of the one-sixth share they represent on the ice. 
Separating the two lists also allows me to use a different set of criteria for 
the goalies which better understands the different rates at which goalies 
develop and the different reasons for which they’re drafted in the first 
place. 

As such, the criteria for a goalie’s prospect’s inclusion in this ranking 
differs from the one I use for skaters. To be eligible, a goalie must be: 

Under 25 years old. This expanded age criteria (I used to lump goalies in 
with my under-23 cutoff for skaters) allowed for the continued 
consideration of goalies like Connor Ingram and Mikhail Berdin, who are 
still very much prospects. 

Not currently established as one of their NHL club’s two primary options, 
with rare exceptions for goalies on the younger side. I give myself some 
arbitrary leeway here. You’ll notice that 20-year-old Spencer Knight, who 
finished the year with the Panthers last season and is expected to 
challenge Sergei Bobrovsky this year, still features in the ranking. If he 
were 23 or 24, he wouldn’t have. But other established, young NHL 
goalies like Dallas’ Jake Oettinger and Minnesota’s Kaapo Kähkönen, 
are no longer eligible. 

1. Yaroslav Askarov, G, 19 (Nashville Predators — 11th overall, 2020) 

The top three goalies here are all really close for me. There were various 
points in the last year where I would have ranked each at No. 1. But it’s 
more of a 1A, 1B and 3 ordering for me now, with Askarov and Knight as 
a virtual coin flip. I lean Askarov because of the raw talent level and 
athleticism that he possesses. There isn’t a goalie prospect in the world 
who can stick with shooters one-on-one, change directions, make 
reactionary saves and recover quite like he can. He just has this way of 
adjusting in the net to get to difficult second and third chances or to hold 
his body positioning on scrambles as players crowd in on him. I do 
believe that concerns about his glove hand are real. He does get frozen 
high glove and that could get exploited if it doesn’t improve. He bounces 
around the net and looks jittery as well (though he says that helps with 
those reactionary saves). His extended early track record, his ability to 
make the difficult lateral saves that others can’t with his blend of power 
and quickness, really distinguish him for his age. He’s never out of a 
play. 

2. Spencer Knight, G, 20 (Florida Panthers — 13th overall, 2019) 

Knight and Askarov are such different goalies that it’s going to be 
fascinating to track their careers side-by-side. It was tempting, given 
Knight’s unflappable success at Boston College and his strong showing 
with the Panthers at the tail end of last year, to give him the edge here. 
Knight checks more of the prototypical goalie boxes than Askarov, 
because he’s got a composure and calm in the net that remains a 
goalie’s most coveted asset. But he’s also big, agile, athletic and 
supremely technically and positionally sound. And even when I’ve seen 
him struggle in games, it’s not because he’s flustered and he lets things 
get away from. He’s also a better puck handler of the three top goalie 
prospects here. With Knight, there’s just an enviable reliability and 
consistency in every facet that breeds success. 

3. Jesper Wallstedt, G, 18 (Minnesota Wild — 20th overall, 2021) 

I’ve said it before but Wallstedt looked like a goaltending robot until some 
late-season struggles in the SHL showed that he was human. He plays 
sharp lines positionally, he holds those lines, he swallows the first shot so 
that he doesn’t have to make a ton of second saves, his movement is 
compact, he tracks through layers incredibly well to find pucks, and he 
reads opposing shooters beautifully so that he’s rarely beat cleanly. If he 
can develop a little more quickness (he’s strong across the net and low-
to-high on pushes, but I wouldn’t say his feet are super fast), he’s got all 
of the makings of a No. 1 starter. 

4. Sebastian Cossa, G, 18 (Detroit Red Wings — 15th overall, 2021) 

I really like Cossa as a goalie prospect and understand the allure the Red 
Wings felt in taking him instead of Wallstedt. They weren’t alone in that 
belief. He’s a massive, superbly athletic and confident goalie who fills the 
net, has great hands up high, corrals a ton of pucks in his chest and then 
has rare side-to-side ability for a goalie as big as he is. But there’s just a 
question mark or two more present in Cossa’s game than in Wallstedt. 
There’s obviously the contextual piece of the puzzle where you can’t help 
but wonder if some of his results are influenced by playing behind a 
dominant Oil Kings team the last two years. But it’s hard to knock him for 
that. The real concern, if there is one, is stylistically in the way he can pull 
himself out of position and lose himself in the net a little on scramble 
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plays. Because he’s so strong and athletic, his pushes can lack control. 
And after noticing that he was getting beat a lot five-hole at Team 
Canada’s summer showcase in Calgary, I reviewed some tape this week 
to check on that and I do think it’s a bit of a concern (hard to close the 
five-hole when you’re 6-foot-6!). None of this is meant to downplay how 
good Cossa is, though. He’s got starter upside and rare explosiveness 
for his size. 

5. Dustin Wolf, G, 20 (Calgary Flames — 214th overall, 2019) 

Wolf has now wrapped up one of the best CHL runs we’ve seen from a 
goalie in recent memory. There was nothing left for him to prove there. 
The .935 save percentage across 149 games spanning four seasons in 
Everett speaks for itself. Now his journey becomes about proving people 
wrong at the pro level and showing that his size (5-foot-11) won’t be an 
impediment against better competition. I’m a big believer that it won’t. 
The strengths of Wolf’s game are his footwork and his tracking, which 
both get As. You’ll rarely see a player beat him side-to-side on a 
breakaway because he can stick on top of them and does such a good 
job anticipating their movements. On top of that, he’s also got refined 
technical ability and positioning which allow him to challenge shooters, 
block a lot of pucks with his hands (especially his glove hand, which is 
really strong), play within himself and stay center. 

6. Jeremy Swayman, G, 22 (Boston Bruins — 111th overall, 2017) 

Swayman has become one of my favourite goalie prospects in the sport 
and a really nice story out of a college program that doesn’t produce a 
ton of NHL talent. His consistency out of college and into pro last season 
with the Bruins really turned some heads, but he had established himself 
as one of the better goalie prospects in the world before that in my mind 
(and was No. 10 when I last released this list). He relies on perfect 
positioning that doesn’t wander to fill the net and he gets into his butterfly 
quickly to steer low shots out of dangers so that he’s not kicking pucks 
back into the slot. And while he’s not a physically advanced goalie per 
se, he has turned his athleticism into an asset. There’s just a maturity to 
his game that doesn’t really leave me questioning his upside. He almost 
never gets cleanly beat. And while he’s going to come back down to 
earth relative to the numbers he put up last season, he’s got what it takes 
to be a good 1A/1B type in a platoon even if he never becomes one of 
the game’s true 60-game starters. 

7. Lukas Dostal, G, 21 (Anaheim Ducks — 85th overall, 2018) 

I’ve been cautious with my evaluations on Dostal over the years. He’s a 
skinny, smallish goalie who I’ve seen play some ugly games live and I 
think I’ve allowed those perceptions to linger a little too much. Over time, 
though, he has really turned me not just with his play but with the resume 
he has built for himself across several years and leagues. That continued 
last year out of Liiga and into the AHL. He’s not a very powerful goalie in 
the net given his size, but he’s agile through his shuffles, his control in 
the net is pristine on his outside edges, he stays with the play through 
screens, he’s compact in his movements and he makes a lot of recovery 
saves. I’m not convinced he’s going to be a starter, but it’s not hard to 
imagine him as a good tandem goalie at this point and he comfortably 
projects as a backup at the very least. 

8. Drew Commesso, G, 19 (Chicago Blackhawks — 46th overall, 2020) 

Commesso reliably makes the saves that he should and plays the same 
game-to-game. He doesn’t steal a ton of starts and he’s got below-
average size, but he plays a studious game that reads the play well, cuts 
down on angles, stays on his lines and relies on his quick feet and 
athleticism only when he has to. I wouldn’t say he’s got any A-plus tools 
that really pop, but there’s not a lot in his game that you can nitpick either 
and I thought he was really good for a teenaged freshman goalie at 
Boston University last season. 

9. Mads Søgaard, G, 20 (Ottawa Senators — 37th overall, 2019) 

Søgaard’s game comes with some inconsistency and a few too many 
shots that sneak through his towering 6-foot-7 frame. And while he can 
look a little gangly in the net at times, he actually moves very well for his 

size, has added some power to his pushes, gets into and out of his 
butterfly quickly, and has developed some impressive control. Denmark’s 
professional league, Metal Ligaen, is a difficult one to evaluate (it’s a 
nine-team league and he was the best goalie on its third-place one) but 
he has a strong first season professionally regardless, capped off by a 7-
0 run with Belleville. He’s got a high ceiling if he can put it all together. 

10. Erik Portillo, G, 20 (Buffalo Sabres — 67th overall, 2019) 

The last spot on this list came down to Portillo and fellow Sabres 
prospect Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. I lean Portillo because I think his 
upside is higher at this point. He was in a weird situation in his freshman 
year at the University of Michigan because he had to play behind 
standout college hockey senior and captain Strauss Mann. But he has 
now played at a high level in Sweden’s junior ranks, the USHL and the 
NCAA. And I fully expect him to run with the job at Michigan this season, 
backstopping what should be one of the better teams in the country. 
Portillo is massive, with a 6-foot-6, 225-pound frame. But he has also 
honed a poised, deep-in-his net style that rarely sees him overcommit to 
shooters or caught in scrambles. When he’s dialed in, he takes away a 
shooter’s locations in the net and looks unbeatable. If he can eliminate 
some of the soft goals that find their way through, I see real upside in his 
game. He’s got impressive coordination and mobility for a goalie as big 
and heavy as he is. 

The Ranking 

All told, 31 goalies were considered for this ranking. 

The goalies who were factored in but ultimately not ranked were 
Colorado’s Justus Annunen, Nashville’s Connor Ingram, Montreal’s 
Cayden Primeau, Winnipeg’s Mikhail Berdin, Buffalo’s Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen and Devon Levi, Pittsburgh’s Joel Blomqvist and Calle Clang, 
Detroit’s Keith Petruzzelli, Columbus’ Daniil Tarasov, Arizona’s Ivan 
Prosvetov, Tampa Bay’s Hugo Alnefelt, Edmonton’s Ilya Konovalov, the 
Rangers’ Tyler Wall and Dylan Garand, Carolina’s Pyotr Kochetkov, 
Vancouver’s Michael DiPietro, Philadelphia’s Alexei Kolosov and Samuel 
Ersson and St. Louis’ Joel Hofer and Vadim Zherenko. 

The ranking is broken down into tiers to give you a better sense of where 
the divisions are between one group and the next. 

Top 10 drafted NHL goalie prospects 

RANK   PLAYER   AGE   DRAFT   TEAM   

1 

Yaroslav Askarov 

19 

2020 

Predators 

2 

Spencer Knight 

20 

2019 

Panthers 

3 

Jesper Wallstedt 

18 

2021 

Wild 

4 

Sebastian Cossa 
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18 

2021 

Red Wings 

5 

Dustin Wolf 

20 

2019 

Flames 

6 

Jeremy Swayman 

22 

2017 

Bruins 

7 

Lukas Dostal 

21 

2018 

Ducks 

8 

Drew Commesso 

19 

2020 

Blackhawks 

9 

Mads Søgaard 

20 

2019 

Senators 

10 

Erik Portillo 

20 

2019 

Sabres 
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The Athletic / NHL top 50 prospects, 2021 edition: Byfield, Caufield and 
Power headline Wheeler’s drafted skaters ranking 
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Welcome, for a fourth consecutive year, to my annual ranking of the 
NHL’s best prospects at The Athletic. 

This project is broken into two pieces, separating today’s top-50 drafted 
skaters (forwards and defensemen) list from tomorrow’s top-10 drafted 
goalie prospects ranking. 

After publishing just one combined ranking in the first couple of years of 
this exercise, the switch to two lists was made last year for a couple of 
reasons. The first was to better reflect the modern realities of prospect 
evaluation and scouting, which makes it difficult to contextualize goalie 
prospects. They develop along different curves, are selected for different 
reasons in the draft and should be understood under different age 
criteria. The second was about demand from readers for evaluations of a 
wider range of goalie prospects after there were only ever two or three 
goalie prospects who I felt warranted inclusion in the top-50 ranking. 
Doing it this way allows me to rank and evaluate a larger number of 
goalies, with a 50-skater, 10-goalie split that now aligns with the one-
sixth share of the players on the ice that goalies represent. 

If you’re new to my work, it’s worth noting that the criteria I use for 
defining an NHL prospect versus an NHL player does not align with the 
NHL’s criteria for rookies. The NHL’s definition says that once a prospect 
has played 25 games in a single NHL season, six or more NHL games in 
multiple seasons or has turned 26, he is no longer considered a rookie. 
My criteria differs on both the games played and the age front to better 
reflect what we know about developmental curves. 

Under my criteria, for a player to be eligible for inclusion as a prospect, 
he must be: 

Under 23 years old. We know that by the time a player turns 23, he is 
largely done the steep progression we typically see in prospects and/or 
has begun to plateau. 

Not currently in the NHL, with rare exceptions for players who I believe 
could still bounce between levels, aren’t yet considered full-time NHLers 
by their teams or made their first appearances in the NHL as black aces 
in the preceding season. This is the arbitrary section of the criteria where 
I trust my judgment more than a games cutoff. Preference for exemption 
is always given to teenaged players rather than 22-year-olds. Here, I 
consider things like whether or not a player played more games in the 
NHL than any other league in the preceding season (you’ll find, for 
example, that 20-year-old Cole Caufield was included here due to a 
combination of his age and that he played the college hockey season in 
full last year, even after he was a regular with the Canadiens in the 
playoffs). 

Either signed to an NHL contract or selected in the entry draft, without 
either of those rights having expired. 

Note: For more insight into my evaluation process, check out my guide to 
scouting. 

1. Quinton Byfield, C, 18 (Los Angeles Kings — 2nd overall, 2020) 

There isn’t a clear No. 1 prospect for this list in the way there often has 
been in previous years, in large part because the top-ranked prospect 
from the previous draft class isn’t an obvious choice to take the mantle 
but also because there isn’t a graduating prospect who clearly rose to the 
top in the way Elias Pettersson had in the summer of 2018 or Quinn 
Hughes and Cale Makar had in the summer of 2019. I debated four 
names for this slot but I always seemed to come back to Byfield’s ceiling 
as the most high-end of the bunch. Byfield didn’t have the picture-perfect 
year that Cole Caufield did last year or even the one that Trevor Zegras 
had, but he also doesn’t turn 19 until Aug. 19, meaning he’s 19 and 17 
months younger, respectively, than those two. I suspect by the time he’s 
their age, he’ll be bursting at the seams with NHL potential and 
excitement in the way they are. He’s too good a skater and too big and 
strong and talented for his size not to. I have minor concerns about his 
processing and some of the bobbles that happen in his game when the 
pace is ramped up, but there aren’t many 6-foot-4, 220-pound players 
who can skate and make plays like he can. He’s got legitimate first-line 
center upside in a way that no other prospect in the sport currently does. 

2. Cole Caufield, RW, 20 (Montreal Canadiens — 15th overall, 2019) 
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I mean, what more can you say really? Caufield has always been the real 
deal and now he gets to make somewhere around 10 of the 14 teams 
that passed on him pay for it by filling the back of their nets for the next 
decade (or more). Special talents have a way of proving people wrong 
when fears of size or skating or anything else strays from reality in 
search of lesser players who “look” more like teams want them to. 
Caufield gets to teach us another lesson in the size bias piece of that 
equation, because the skating bias never existed in his game. Once 
Caufield began to support the play better defensively, cheat a little less 
and widen his peripheral vision to open up his natural playmaking 
instincts, he was never going to look back. When all of that began to 
happen at the tail end of his freshman year and then really stamped itself 
into his sophomore season, it was checkmate. The skill as a shooter 
doesn’t need to be explained, but it’s not just about power and accuracy 
and the versatility of his shot (standstill catch-and-release wrister and 
one-timer, moving snap shot off either foot, etc.) but how he gets open to 
use it both with the puck (through a blend of soft hands, an acceleration 
gear and quick lateral cuts) and without it (in his timing sliding into 
pockets of space). I’m confident he’s going to score 30-40 goals a year 
throughout the prime of his NHL career (and likely more on occasion with 
a good run of luck and the right linemates). He doesn’t shoot it as hard as 
Arthur Kaliyev, but he’s still a clear cut above him and the rest of the 
game’s top goal-scoring prospects (Chaz Lucius, Mason McTavish, 
Carter Savoie, Alexander Holtz, Cole Sillinger, etc.). 

3. Owen Power, LHD, 18 (Buffalo Sabres — 1st overall, 2021) 

Power doesn’t debut at No. 1 here like Alexis Lafrenière, Jack Hughes 
and Rasmus Dahlin did before him, but he becomes my top-ranked D 
prospect in place of the previous suspects (namely Moritz Seider, Bowen 
Byram and Jamie Drysdale). I think there’s an outcome for Power and 
Seider’s progressions where at Power’s low-end and Seider’s high-end, 
the latter becomes a better player. But if they both reach their ceilings (or 
close to them), Power is going to have a playmaking element, particularly 
as a passer inside the offensive zone, that is above and beyond Seider’s 
on both the power play and at even strength while being a comparable 
defender, which says a lot considering how mature Seider’s game is — 
and was when he was drafted — defensively. Power breaks down the 
play and executes east-to-west at a much more advanced level than 
Seider did at 18, while also defending at an advanced level (he’s got 
length that even the 6-foot-3 Seider doesn’t have, though Seider is the 
more physical of the two) and possessing unique skating ability for his 
size (I’d argue Power is a smoother skater at this age, relative to his 
frame, than Seider was as well). 

4. Trevor Zegras, C, 20 (Anaheim Ducks — 9th overall, 2019) 

Even after the introduction of a whole slew of names from the top of 
another draft class, Zegras is still clearly the best facilitator on this list. 
His ability to see plays that others don’t, hit difficult seams with the 
perfect touch and passing, create lanes with his hands, play at his own 
pace and surprise defenders and goalies, is truly unique. He’s also not 
shy physically, which helps him play above his weight class in board 
battles and he’s a lethally accurate, pinpoint shooter who has started to 
look for his own chances more consistently. He’s not a burner as a 
skater, which does limit his ability to create separation at times, but he 
never looks like he’s in any trouble even when his surroundings cave in 
on him, so I don’t see it as much of an impediment. It’s not hard to 
imagine him slinging passes to Mason McTavish or Jacob Perreault (who 
can both cleanly beat goalies from mid-distance) in the not-too-distant 
future, even if that means one of he or McTavish has to play the wing for 
the Ducks (which they have both played and can play). 

5. Cole Perfetti, C/LW, 19 (Winnipeg Jets — 10th overall, 2020) 

Loyal readers will know that I think the world of Perfetti as a player and 
person. The only knock on Perfetti in terms of his ability to reach his 
upside has always been his average(ish) athleticism in terms of his 
strength and skating. But I believe as strongly today as I did when the 
Jets drafted him that the skating isn’t going to be an issue because of the 
way he problem solves and anticipates out there, both of which grade 
among the best outside the NHL. Perfetti’s ability to adjust to the play in 

front of him, whether that’s shaping a shot around a stick, bending a pass 
through a seam, navigating into or away from pressure for an intended 
purpose or just reading and reacting to quickly execute a difficult play, 
should make him a multidimensional, offensive winger who is equal parts 
scorer and playmaker. 

6. Kent Johnson, C, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — 5th overall, 2021) 

If Johnson reaches his true potential, he may become the most 
productive player on this list. That doesn’t necessarily mean he’ll be the 
best one or the most complete one, but he’s got a chance to be a point 
per game star and highlight reel creator who plays at the very top of a 
lineup. He’s the best one-on-one player on this list, for starters. And 
that’s not just about his talked-about hands, but also the way he uses his 
footwork to spin off pressure, change directions and cut and leap past 
checks. There’s just a finesse to his game that is rare. He’s got an 
incredible feel for the puck and for the way defenders and goalies move 
on top of obvious skills of dexterity as a passer (he’s got a feathery 
touch) and finisher (his shot and touch around the net is more about 
timing and accuracy than power). Johnson can create something out of 
nothing in ways that few others can. Give him another year, maybe two, 
in college to add more strength and refine the way he operates to 
become a little more efficient, and then watch out. 

7. Brandt Clarke, RHD, 18 (Los Angeles Kings — 8th overall, 2021) 

Clarke has offensive zone skill that is extremely hard to find among 
defensemen. It doesn’t look like the skills possessed by the other highly 
talented defensemen who either made this list or were considered, 
though. He doesn’t have the creative flair honed by Ryan Merkley or the 
athlete’s makeup that Bowen Byram has, for example. He’s just a roving, 
confident, attacking defender with an uncanny ability to beat opposing 
players side-to-side, find his way into dangerous areas and then execute 
NHL-level plays to drive offense. That’s what everyone agrees upon. But 
I think he’s more than his oddities in other areas, too. Do his knees 
knock? Yes. Does he ride on his inside edges? Yes. Is he the most 
athletic? No. But I don’t think any of those things are prohibitive to his 
development, he has built his strength up significantly and he’s actually a 
pretty darn good defender against the rush and inside his own zone as is. 
Difference isn’t necessarily a negative and I think that’s the case with 
Clarke. All of his little quirks make him the weird, fascinating, gifted 
player that he is. And I expect his intricacies will make him a special 
player at the next level, just like they have at every level below it. 

8. Matt Beniers, C, 18 (Seattle Kraken — 2nd overall, 2021) 

Beniers is going to be a fascinating case study, because I think he has 
been a bit miscast in terms of his skill level due to all of the focus on 
everything else he provides on the ice. I think we see detail-oriented, 
high-octane, 200-foot types and we expect them to be closer to role 
players than stars just because they’ll be capable of being that, whereas 
we see players who don’t have those traits and project them into scoring 
or playmaking roles because they likely can’t be 
complementary/checking types. And sometimes both of those things are 
true and the players who are always moving, and always making 
something happen, and pushing tempo, just top out as good third-line 
players. But when a player can do that and they have top-six skill, that’s 
no small thing. And I think that’s where Beniers comes in. Because he’s a 
fabulous transition player, and his hands can keep up, and he sees the 
ice with underrated vision, and he finishes off plays around the net 
because of the frequency with which he helps get the puck there. Then 
on top of those things, he plays center and he understands how to 
support the play, stay above the puck and play alongside different types 
of linemates. 

9. Lucas Raymond, RW, 19 (Detroit Red Wings — 4th overall, 2020) 

I debated having Raymond as high as No. 7 and as low as No. 10, which 
speaks to both his persisting talent level and some of the reservations I 
still have about how it will come together for him at the NHL level. 
Raymond’s always going to be able to craftily run a power play from the 
flank or the point. He’s always going to be able to feed pucks into space 
for his linemates, control play under pressure and dictate with his clever 
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on-puck skill. He’s always going to work hard when he doesn’t have it to 
apply pressure, come up with steals on the backcheck and intercept 
passes. His wrist shot has improved, adding a bit of oomph to make it 
more threatening than it once was. His straight-line speed has picked up 
half a step and is complemented by the impressive edge work he has 
always possessed. But I’m still waiting for him to find another gear in that 
acceleration so that he can get to the middle of the ice with a little more 
pace. And even with his improved shot, he’s never going to be a 
marksman scorer. And while I’m very confident in his ability to become 
an impactful top-six creator who picks up some freebies on the power 
play, I’m still not convinced he’s going to be the true game-changing star 
this next version of the Red Wings will sorely need. 

10. William Eklund, C/LW, 18 (San Jose Sharks — 7th overall, 2021) 

I don’t see anything in Eklund’s game that will be a barrier to his 
progression from one of the best teenage players to play in the SHL in 
recent memory to second-line NHL forward. Not his skating. Not his skill 
level. Not his shooting. Not his passing. Not his spatial awareness or his 
processing. Not his engagement level nor his ability to engage. Not his 
reads or his instincts. The question with Eklund has always been about 
whether he can progress beyond that to become a first-line player. I think 
there’s a chance he does, but it will probably have to be on the wing 
before center (I think he’s capable of playing center because of that 
aforementioned near-flawless toolbox but it’s hard to imagine him as the 
1C on a contender given that most of those tools are A-minuses before 
they’re A-pluses). He’s a heck of a player all told, though. 

11. Moritz Seider, RHD, 20 (Detroit Red Wings — 6th overall, 2019) 

A few months ago, as Rogle BK finished their regular season and 
prepared for a playoff run that ended with them as the runner-up in the 
SHL, I asked Rogle head coach Cam Abbott for his take on Seider, who 
by then had become one of his top players. 

This was his answer: “Seider is just unbelievable. He’s got a great 
balance between being serious in his approach, fully mature beyond his 
age — I mean it’s crazy — but not like a robot either. Personable, funny, 
cracking jokes, balancing between being loose and goofy and also 
dialing it in. He is the real deal. And he’s humble, which is so important 
too. His teammates are just drawn to him. And he’s smart. When you get 
into the everyday with a guy as a coach, you see the full portfolio of all of 
his decisions and it’s just ‘wow.’ He’s solid. And that’s so much easier to 
recognize if he wows you offensively, but when you have to appreciate 
the everything because you’re coaching him and that all counts, he’s 
even better.” 

That’s the perfect synopsis of Seider as a player. He’s got more of the 
stuff that grabs your attention now that he did when he was picked. His 
game with the puck has become more commanding and less deferential. 
But that has never been what wows you about Seider. What wows you 
about him is the whole and all of the little things we have to look a little 
harder to see in his play. And those are the things that allow a player to 
eat minutes like he now has in the DEL, AHL and SHL. Up next: the NHL, 
where he likely won’t flash like some of his contemporaries but could well 
be better than them regardless. 

12. Alex Newhook, C, 20 (Colorado Avalanche — 16th overall, 2019) 

Newhook is a superb athlete whose sturdy frame helps him stay over 
pucks and win battles, and whose explosive skating helps him power up 
the ice, attack off the wall, create partial breaks for himself and win races. 
He’ll beat opponents with outside speed on one shift, muscle his way to 
the front of the net on the next, carve up coverage in traffic on the next 
and then forecheck into a turnover and a quick play to a teammate on the 
next. Newhook has become a real favorite of mine over the years. I fully 
expect him to develop into an excellent top-six creator who plays a pro-
style game built upon his speed-skill blend. 

13. Matthew Boldy, LW, 20 (Minnesota Wild — 12th overall, 2019) 

I’ve stuck my neck out for Boldy over the years, even when he struggled 
through the first half of his freshman year with the Eagles. He’s an 

incredibly intelligent operator on the ice who understands where to be 
with and without the puck, when to take a risk and when to make a smart 
play, and how to support and use his linemates in all three zones. But 
he’s also a supremely gifted puck handler who can do things in tight to 
his body that few 6-foot-2/6-foot-3 players can. And while he’s not the 
quickest player from a standstill, his skating has some sneaky elements 
to it that help him manipulate opponents to create spacing for himself. 
He’s also going to have real defensive value because of his size, length, 
strength along the wall and overall intuition around the sheet. 

14. Marco Rossi, C, 19 (Minnesota Wild — 9th overall, 2020) 

If Rossi shows us that he’s still Rossi this fall, which I fully expect he will, 
he’s a better prospect than Boldy. But they’re close enough in terms of 
upside that I gave Boldy the slight edge here given everything that has 
gone on with Rossi’s development, which in effect kept him out of game 
action for a year and a half. Rossi will play for Austria in their Olympic 
qualifications over the next couple of weeks, which is big for him and 
something he wanted to get under his belt before Wild camp. Those 
games follow a five-week training camp that his camp set up for him with 
skills coaches, goalies and some competition in Austria this summer. 
According to his dad, Michael, he’s looking stronger than he did a year 
ago. “He looks very powerful, the pitbull.” Rossi looked like a legitimate 
top-flight two-way center prospect with a strong center of gravity, slick 
skill in traffic, playmaking acumen and a superb defensive game that 
would allow him to penalty kill and take late draws before the Wild drafted 
him ninth overall. I’m sure they’ll ease him back in before letting him run 
with it now, but I’d bet on the destination being the same. 

15. Bowen Byram, LHD, 20 (Colorado Avalanche — 4th overall, 2019) 

Avs fans got a taste of Byram last season but I don’t think they’ve seen 
anything just yet. He’s a player who has always lived and died with the 
confidence he plays with and I suspect the same will be true in his 
progression at the NHL level. To be at his best, he needs to feel like he 
can really attack, create his own looks, activate in the rush, rove inside 
the offensive zone and just dictate. That comes with time and the leash 
provided by a coaching staff. His game isn’t the most polished without 
the puck, so you’re always going to have to live with him making some of 
the wrong reads as he tries to make something happen. But you want 
him taking risks and looking to make something happen. I’m confident 
we’ll see the Byram of lower levels at the NHL level in time. 

16. Dylan Guenther, LW/RW, 18 (Arizona Coyotes — 9th overall, 2021) 

There are outcomes for Guenther as a player at the next level that could 
position him higher than where I have him ranked here when I do a 
retrospect of this in a few years. I’d listen to arguments that have him 
slotted as high as No. 12. He’s a fabulous, light skater who carves up 
neutral ice with his speed. In the words of Britney Millar, one of the 
skating coaches who has trained him, when I asked about what makes 
his stride so smooth: “Let’s just say he has done a lot of power skating. 
He’s a beautiful skater.” But he also possesses a dangerous wrist-shot 
release that can fool goalies and defenders off the blade and then he can 
beat them one-on-one with effortlessly quick hands when they think the 
shot is coming. So there’s some deception to his game that way as well. 

17. Jamie Drysdale, RHD, 19 (Anaheim Ducks — 6th overall, 2020) 

I also considered slotting Drysdale in as high as No. 12 on this list. But 
he remains a bit of a tricky one to pinpoint at the NHL level because I’m 
not sure what exactly he is. His skating (particularly his incredible edge 
work) allows him to make a lot happen with his feet on offense but I’m not 
sure he’s particularly dynamic as a shot creator (he gets them through 
with the best of them but it doesn’t come off hard) or a playmaker (he can 
create lanes for himself with ease but he’s not a dynamically creative 
player. And then the same is true defensively, where his feet help him do 
a lot of things really well (particularly against the rush but also turning 
back to pucks, etc.) but I’m not sure he’s ever going to be a true 
lockdown type. Drysdale’s going to be a top-four defenseman who can 
run a power play and be relied upon going both ways because of his 
ability to evade pressure, outlet pucks and then quickly recover when 
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play goes back against the grain. I’ve never been quite convinced that 
he’s going to be a No. 1, though. 

18. Alexander Holtz, RW/LW, 19 (New Jersey Devils — 7th overall, 
2020) 

Holtz had a fine post-draft season but it left many, myself included, a little 
disappointed by just how stagnant it was. There were some real highs 
(specifically his strong start in the SHL and his SHL playoffs). But there 
were some lows too, marked by being outshone between that SHL start 
and finish by Eklund, a mediocre (though unlucky) world juniors, and a 
10-game stint to wrap it all up in the AHL where he struggled with the 
pace of play. There is a ton to like about Holtz. There’s the obvious ability 
to shoot the puck and create his own looks for his shot with his 
combination of skill and power. There’s the underrated playmaking 
sense. There’s the pro frame and strength. But he needs to get a little 
quicker and play a little quicker to maximize those tools and for a player 
who plies his trade as a goal-scorer, he needs to start putting the puck in 
a little more than he has. But it’s easy to forget that he’s a teenager 
playing very high-level pro hockey. If he can develop a little more pace 
(he’s not slow!), he’ll be the goal-scoring winner everyone believes he 
can be at even strength and he’s always going to have power play 
upside. 

19. Luke Hughes, LHD, 17 (New Jersey Devils — 4th overall, 2021) 

Hughes is the youngest player on this list and its only 17-year-old. That 
has always been part of the allure with projecting him forward, because 
he’s already this brilliant transition defenseman whose skating helps him 
snuff out rushes, lead them back the other way, and then create on the 
perimeter of the offensive zone when he keeps his feet moving. But he’s 
also skinny and his skill isn’t particularly dynamic, so the use of that extra 
runway that he has to get stronger over pucks and develop more of a 
killer instinct to the inside of the ice offensively will be critical. Still, the 
tools are there and the potential of what they could become is real. If he 
can put it all together, he’ll be a tremendous new age defenseman. 

20. Anton Lundell, C, 19 (Florida Panthers — 12th overall, 2020) 

I have only good things to say about Lundell. He is a terrific hockey 
player in every sense and I’d sooner rank him much higher than this 
before I’d rank him much lower. He’s got NHL size. He’s an excellent 
puck protector. He’s always in the right spots. He wants to look to score 
when he’s out there but he’s also an advanced passer. He’s a reliable 
three-zone player who can impact a game even when the scoring 
chances aren’t falling. I think he’s ready to play and have an impact in the 
NHL. I also think concerns about his skating or the ceiling of his talent, 
were both overstated — and should be gone by now. He’s going to be 
the kind of second-line center who is better as the games get tougher. 

21. Mason McTavish, C, 18 (Anaheim Ducks — 3rd overall, 2021) 

If you were to pull the 2021 draftees that appear on this list out of the 
herd and into their own ranking, you’ll notice that one thing in their order 
has changed since my final list dropped: McTavish has risen from 10th to 
eighth. Now, that’s still not as high as third (where the Ducks took him), 
nor is it any softening on the two he has leapfrogged (you’ll notice they 
follow him in quick success here, so they’re still very close for me) but the 
way McTavish’s soft area skill and playmaking flashed at Team Canada’s 
summer showcase in Calgary really helped to soften some of the 
concerns I had about his ability to play more than the push-and-pop goal-
scoring game we already know he’s so good at. It was also evident that 
he has worked very hard this summer to get into pretty incredible shape, 
which will help him play the kind of game he needs to play at the next 
level to reach his ceiling. 

(For what it’s worth: I also recently learned that McTavish was the Blue 
Jackets’ target at fifth overall, so even if the Ducks didn’t take him, he 
wasn’t ever going to be around where I had him ranked.) 

22. Chaz Lucius, C, 18 (Winnipeg Jets — 18th overall, 2021) 

It was a weird draft year for Lucius and he’s going to have to stay healthy 
and prove some of the teams that passed on his uncertainty wrong with 

his play, but based on everything I know about his health and his skill 
level, I expect him to become an impactful goal-scoring forward (that may 
be at the wing but he is a natural center). His ability to shoot from a 
variety of stances, get his shots off quickly under pressure, get open and 
then create for himself with his hands when there isn’t a clear 
opportunity, are A-level tools that grade out among the best prospects in 
the sport in each category. But he’s also a sneaky-good playmaker who I 
suspect will offer more dimension in college (and beyond) than people 
expect. 

23. Cole Sillinger, C/LW, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — 12th overall, 
2021) 

From a pure skill standpoint, Sillinger’s tools are undeniable. He can 
cleanly beat goalies from distance with his wrister, a catch-and-release or 
his one-timer. He’s got a dynamic set of hands, which lend themselves to 
his individual creation style. And then he’s physically strong and 
muscular and already looks and trains like an NHLer, so the filling out 
that is required for many of his peers isn’t a hurdle for him. But his 
skating still needs some work, not because he’s slow or sluggish but 
because his knees can trail through his extensions, leaving him a little 
hunched over and limiting his explosiveness. If he can correct that, he’s 
got the rest of the makings of a dangerous NHL player. 

24. Simon Edvinsson, LHD, 18 (Detroit Red Wings — 6th overall, 2021) 

Edvinsson’s a difficult player to get confidently project because there’s 
still so much that needs to happen for him to reach his true potential. His 
ceiling, though, is extremely high and backed by a set of traits and skills 
that already pop, from his exceptional hands and control of the puck for a 
player his size to his fearlessness with and without it to his towering 
frame and his strong foundational knowledge of how to use it to defend in 
a variety of ways (with an active stick, with step-up physicality when 
opportunities present themselves, on box-outs, etc.). If he can develop 
his shot (which needs a lot of work), learn to hone his frame and his 
skating a little more smoothly and make better choices, the potential is 
there in spades. 

25. Arthur Kaliyev, RW/LW, 20 (Los Angeles Kings — 33rd overall, 2019) 

Kaliyev can look like Bambi out there with his dragging skating 
mechanics (almost like he’s snowshoeing). Nobody’s ever going to call 
him a well-rounded defensive forward, either (though he has made 
progress with his propensity to cheat, his attention to detail and the 
frequency of his fly-bys). But you can also count on two hands the 
number of hockey players on the planet who can shoot the puck 
anywhere near the way he can. Not prospects. Players. NHL stars 
included. And while skating and effort level can hold back great scorers, 
and often have, there’s a level between the ones that usually don’t make 
it and where Kaliyev is at. The Kings’ next chapter is going to need some 
game-breakers to insulate the glut of well-rounded top-nine players they 
have coming. That’s where Kaliyev should fit in. Find him the right 
linemates, use him on PP1 and don’t look back. He’s going to fill nets 
under the right coach/circumstances. 

26. Peyton Krebs, C/LW, 20 (Vegas Golden Knights — 17th overall, 
2019) 

For my money, not only was Krebs the best player in the WHL last year 
but he’s ready to play a full 82-game season in the NHL this year. If the 
Golden Knights can find a spot for him in the middle six, I’d bet on him 
not looking out of place in that role on a contending team that is likely to 
win the Pacific Division. He’s that good. Krebs isn’t going to ever score a 
ton of goals, but he’s the kind of player who could well score 20 goals, 
add 30-35 assists and be a damn-good 50-55 point player who adds 
speed, pace and playmaking near the top of a lineup. 

27. Jake Sanderson, LHD, 19 (Ottawa Senators — 5th overall, 2020) 

I feel like this ranking needs to be prefaced with Sens fans by saying this: 
Sanderson is one of the best prospects at his position in the world. Even 
by me having him ranked 27th here, he’s still the eighth-ranked D 
prospect. This ranking also tells you that if I were to do a 2020 re-draft 
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today, he’d rank 11th, behind the seven 2020 prospects that feature 
ahead of him here three that don’t (Alexis Lafrenière, Tim Stützle and 
goalie Yaroslav Asakrov, who will feature prominently on tomorrow’s list). 
And while that’s still a decent ways away from fifth, where they took him, 
it’s also higher than where I had him ranked heading into the draft last 
year (19th in a tier that ran from 9-23, meaning I would have been 
comfortable taking him once my top eight were gone but not sooner). Do 
I still have concerns about Sanderson’s ability to make plays inside the 
offensive zone at the level I believe is required to warrant having taken 
him there, ahead of favorites of mine like Cole Perfetti? Yes, I do. But 
Sanderson’s impressive athleticism and skating, combined with his 
staunch defensive presence and his ability to play in transition with his 
feet will likely allow him to play eat up rushes, go the other way and 
spend a lot of time inside the offensive zone even if he’s not going to be 
the one driving a lot of the goals that are scored once he helps get the 
team there. That has huge value in a top-four role, even if I believe he 
doesn’t have the skill that the game’s true Norris Trophy types do. 

28. Nick Robertson, LW, 19 (Toronto Maple Leafs — 53rd overall, 2019) 

This is the point in the list where we get from the true cream of the crop 
into a bubble tier of sorts before falling off into a true second tier. 

Robertson’s 2020-21 season was a bit of a weird, transitional one. He 
battled an injury, he was kept out of playing for Team USA at the world 
juniors (which was a bit of a head-scratcher then and remains one in 
hindsight, even though we know that both parties were on the same page 
about it), and though he was very good in the AHL, his train didn’t 
scream up the steep upward progression quite like it did the previous 
season. In that way, I would say Robertson’s stratosphere as a prospect 
exists a little closer to the handful of players behind him here than the 
handful in front of him. He shoots it like an NHLer, with a shot that comes 
off his blade hard from a catch-and-release, a curl-and-drag, a set stance 
and a one-timer position (though the first two can take him a split second 
too long, which has resulted in him beating pro goalies a little less cleanly 
than he’s used to). He’s also got some of the faster hands outside the 
NHL, which help him quickly adjust and shape his shots (or spin off 
checks). Add in a middle-lane drive and a tenacious approach to puck 
pursuit, and there’s a lot to like about his ability to become the left-shot 
top-six scorer the Leafs have sorely needed. I do think he’s always going 
to be on the precipice of getting injured due to a combination of his style 
of play, size and hunched over stride puts, though. 

29. Philip Tomasino, C, 20 (Nashville Predators — 24th overall, 2019) 

The more I’ve watched Tomasino over the years, the fonder I’ve grown of 
his game and its upside. He’s a breezy skater who threatens off the rush 
with his ability to fly wide or burst to the middle to create in transition as 
both a passer and a finishing threat. His wrister is a mid-range threat, 
he’s got excellent hands, he’s crafty with the puck in tight spaces and he 
just seems to effortlessly flow within the game making plays. He also 
showed last year, as the AHL welcomed an influx of young talent, that he 
was one of the league’s very best under-20 players. I’m looking forward 
to seeing what he looks like in the NHL because he has most of the 
makings of a multifaceted offensive creator who could give the Predators 
a much-needed injection of skill. 

30. Alex Turcotte, C, 20 (Los Angeles Kings — 5th overall, 2019) 

Speaking of injuries … Turcotte’s progression hasn’t followed the linear 
road I think it could have had he not dealt with his fair share of bumps in 
the road over the course of the last three seasons. While the addition of 
Phillip Danault complicates Turcotte’s path to a top-six center role in the 
post-Kopitar era (given that one will be place-held for Byfield), my job 
here is about player evaluation more than measuring job openings 
against one another. And though I’ve soured on Turcotte a little since his 
draft year, I’m still a big believer in him as a hardworking, up-tempo 
facilitator who forechecks effectively, gets to loose pucks and then allows 
his skill and his spatial awareness to take over so that he can drive pucks 
to the middle of the ice or put pucks there for teammates to capitalize on. 

31. Evan Bouchard, RHD, 21 (Edmonton Oilers — 10th overall, 2018) 

It’s going to start to become a bit of a disservice to Bouchard if the Oilers 
can’t find a way to get him into any kind of regular offensive-zone usage 
this year. I still believe in him as a capable second-pairing defender at 
even strength who can really make an impact on the power play. He’s 
never going to be a late-in-games, shutdown type but he has made 
progress in some important areas (defensively, in his intensity levels and 
focus and in a couple different elements of his skating), should be able to 
hold his own against NHL competition, and has clear value with the puck, 
in particular as an outlet passer and shot generator. They need to find a 
way to give him an opportunity to showcase that in a role that suits his 
skill level, which doesn’t mean having him bounce in and out of the press 
box and limited minutes. 

32. Connor McMichael, C/LW, 20 (Washington Capitals — 25th overall, 
2019) 

McMichael doesn’t necessarily look or play like our image of a modern 
forward. He’s not this elusive, deceptive individual creator who slides in 
and out of traffic pulling in defenders and making east-west plays. He’s 
not the outside speed guy who creates separation with changes of pace 
and goes north-south to push tempo and create in transition, either. He’s 
an average-sized, average-skating two-way forward with an NHL release, 
a knack for playing with a variety of linemates and the tools needed to 
successfully play inside a system. He’s just a quietly good player with a 
well-rounded offensive zone game that’s supported by no real holes. And 
I’d bet on him soon becoming the effective goal-scorer and underrated 
playmaker at the NHL level that he has been at every other level to date. 

33. Dylan Holloway, C/LW, 19 (Edmonton Oilers — 14th overall, 2020) 

After having one of the best seasons by a prospect last year, I debated 
ranking Holloway as high as the late 20s here. He has always been a 
freakishly strong athlete. At a very early age, he looked like a 
professional athlete in his build, his skating and his physical presence on 
the ice. He always played fast and hard, popping pucks into the net with 
a hard snap off his blade, driving wide with his speed, finishing every 
check along the wall as a forechecker and playing to the interior with 
coveted bullishness and quick hands. Those tools were always going to 
make him the kind of player who could play up and down a lineup, 
whether he’s driving a third line or complementing a top one as its third-
best player. I think last year showed that he might be able to be more 
than that, though. That there might be a second-best player on a top-six 
line in there. That he’s also got impressive playmaking instincts off all of 
those won battles. 

34. Nils Lundkvist, RHD, 21 (New York Rangers — 28th overall, 2018) 

Lundkvist is one of a handful of NHL prospects who I’m most fascinated 
to see where his career ends up because he has played, for the last two 
years, like one of the best young players in the sport with Lulea. And in 
just about any organization that would, when combined with his 
handedness (he’s a righty!), guarantee a path into the kind of role that 
he’s capable of filling: a top-four defender who runs one of your power 
plays and can really drive offense while also being relied upon, despite 
his 5-foot-10 frame, to give you comfortable minutes defensively. But 
because he’s on the Rangers, he’s going to have to try to find those 
minutes and that role on a team that already has Adam Fox and Jacob 
Trouba down the right side, and a similarly constructed player in lefty Zac 
Jones inevitably vying for power play usage on the left side. And yet 
despite all of that, I’m still confident Lundkvist will end up where he 
deserves to be somehow. He’s too good not to. I absolutely adore the 
way he operates on the ice. He has built upon a solid, efficient foundation 
by developing a harder point shot (he’s as comfortable stepping into a 
one-timer as he is walking into the high slot to use his writer), adding a 
little more tempo to his game, making plays through seems more 
regularly and escaping with his feet more often. 

35. Thomas Harley, LHD, 20 (Dallas Stars — 18th overall, 2019) 

Harley’s going to be another fascinating exercise in player evaluation and 
deployment because whether or not Harley ever gets to be the best 
version of himself will likely depend greatly on coaching and just how fast 
the game can catch up to guys who play like him. He’s at his best when 
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he’s playing a confident, freeflowing, roving style that allows him to use 
his impressive skating to lead rushes, carry the puck deep into the 
offensive zone and look to make something happen. I think the Harley 
that sits back on his heels, crosses over into outlets, defends the rush 
passively with his feet and length and contributes on the power play is a 
fine player that the Stars will be happy with. I’ve seen that player. He 
tried (twice) to play that game in auditions with Canada for the world 
juniors, and actually played it at the tournament once. But I want to see 
him looking at taking risks to take over games in a system that gives him 
a longer leash than that. Because I think in that setting he can be a truly 
unique kind of player. We’ll see whether he’s ever allowed to be. 

36. Seth Jarvis, C/RW, 19 (Carolina Hurricanes — 13th overall, 2020) 

Jarvis is another player that I considered ranking as high as 28th on this 
list. He’s closer to the eight players in front of him (like borderline 
interchangeable) than the eight behind him, for sure. He’s a lock to be a 
top-six player for Canada at the 2022 world juniors and should eventually 
be the kind of player the Hurricanes have clearly shown an affinity 
toward. Jarvis is a crafty, puck-dominant forward who possesses equal 
playmaking ability as a perimeter outside-in passer as he does 
manufacturing offense to higher traffic areas on the inner third. Add in 
slick hands, a natural finishing touch, easy NHL speed and a determined 
work ethic and there’s not a lot to poke holes in with Jarvis’ game. I’m still 
not convinced he’s got star power, but he’s got clear NHL talent. 

37. Cam York, LHD, 20 (Philadelphia Flyers — 14th overall, 2019) 

York has become a bit of a polarizing prospect in scouting circles. Not 
because there’s anything overtly wrong with his game or who he is as a 
player/person. In fact, precisely the opposite. Nobody finds any real fault 
in those things. Everyone agrees he’s a good player and leader who 
does a lot well. But there are very different opinions of what he will look 
like in the NHL, because he’s also not particularly strong or athletic. He’s 
a smooth skater but not an explosive one, and he can struggle in net 
front and board battles but I wouldn’t call him. Those are two things that 
create reservations in a 5-foot-11 defenseman. And while he’s talented 
with the puck on his stick, capable of running a power play, mobile 
moving side-to-side across the line and a superb passer who has 
produced at every level he’s ever played at, some worry that he’s not 
quite dynamic enough in those minutes to be a truly high-end offensive 
defenseman. And they project him as a good 4-6 guy who can run PP2 
as a result, rather than a 2-4 guy who can potentially play PP1. I started 
as a big believer in the latter outcome for York. And while I have softened 
a little, I still see a second-pairing future as a productive two-way (but 
offensively inclined) defenseman. 

38. Victor Söderström, RHD, 20 (Arizona Coyotes — 11th overall, 2019) 

After coming away disappointed by some of my viewings of Söderström 
last year, I’ve done a fair amount of review on him in recent weeks. And 
after doing that, I think part of the mixed feelings that I began to develop 
about his game stem from just how fractured his season was, spanning 
three different pro levels (on top of the world juniors). He was a little 
underwhelming out of the gate in HockeyAllsvenskan and then at the 
world juniors, without being bad. There were some bumps in the road as 
he tried to figure things out in the AHL on a terrible Roadrunners team, 
too. But I also watched a couple of the four NHL games he played in and 
he looked great. Söderström’s a highly mobile defender who relies on his 
feet to escape pressure, start rushes, turn back to pucks and defend. 
Inside the offensive zone, he relies on his skating and his vision to 
manufacture the bulk of his offense. His head is always up and he 
navigates the ice intelligently, too. He’s going to be a good defenseman, 
even if there isn’t star quality there and he doesn’t become a top 
pairing/PP1 guy. 

39. Vasili Podkolzin, RW, 20 (Vancouver Canucks — 10th overall, 2019) 

There’s a lot about Podkolzin’s game that has typically drawn evaluators 
to him. His power over his feet. His good hands through and under sticks 
or in tight. His knack for seeing a play and then executing it, whether 
that’s attacking the slot when it’s available or knifing through coverage 
with surprising finesse for a heavyset player. His sneaky passing ability 

when seams open in coverage. His tenacious and physical disposition. 
But I’ve got the same concerns today about Podkolzin’s game as I’ve 
always had, concerns which center primarily around two things: his 
instinctual nature and the way it can limit him and his average speed. I’ve 
always believed he’ll make a good complementary piece who can slot 
into a middle six and give a line something a bit different. I don’t think 
he’s going to be true top-of-the-lineup player, though. 

40. Ville Heinola, LHD, 20 (Winnipeg Jets — 20th overall, 2019) 

Between Lukko in Liiga, the Manitoba Moose in the AHL, and an 
incredible showing at the world juniors to help Finland to a bronze medal 
(earning a place on the tournament all-star team along the way), Heinola 
had a really strong year for 19-20-year-old. He looks ready for the full-
time leap to everyday NHL defenseman. His edgework has improved 
from an asset to a real advantage. He’s looking to attack and impose 
himself more offensively. And that has taken advantage of the biggest 
asset he has always had: his poise. It may take him time to build that 
same confidence at the NHL level because he’s not such a high-end 
prospect that he’s going to be handed opportunity. But I believe in him as 
a top-four guy at this point. 

41. Shane Pinto, C, 20 (Ottawa Senators — 32nd overall, 2019) 

Pinto’s emergence as one of college hockey’s best two-way players has, 
a lot like Jones’ rise, become a really nice success story. He’s not going 
to wow anyone with his dynamism but he’s a three-zone player who 
excels in the faceoff circle, has size that isn’t hindered by skating, has a 
few tricks up his sleeve as a shooter, thrives in puck protection and won’t 
require a specific kind of linemate to be successful. Pinto’s not likely 
going to show up on the scoresheet like most of the forwards ahead of 
him on this list (though he sure did in his first NHL opportunity) but he’s 
going to have an impact in other ways while still being talented enough to 
pull his weight offensively inside the Sens’ top-nine forward group long 
term. His two years in college took his ceiling from third-line center to 
potential second-line one and that would be a big deal for this next 
chapter in Ottawa. 

42. Zac Jones, LHD, 20 (New York Rangers — 68th overall, 2019) 

None of the players ranked ahead of Jones were selected after where he 
was, and only two of the ones that followed were, so Rangers fans 
should count their lucky stars here. I do think it’s kind of interesting that 
all three of the prospects who were selected in the third round or later 
and made the list were defensemen, though. I don’t think that’s a 
coincidence and anecdotally I’d probably guess that it’s linked to the 
bigger challenges that still exist in evaluating defensemen (especially 
teenaged ones) than forwards. But Jones belongs here given everything 
he has accomplished in the last three years. He just gets it. He 
understands how to make plays that drive results. He understands how 
to defend without needing to be big or powerful while doing it. He 
manufactures offense without ever looking like he’s forcing it. He’s just a 
functional, methodical defender whose game fits in with the way the NHL 
game is trending. His ceiling probably tops out as a No. 3 or a No. 4, but I 
think he can be really good in that kind of role long term. 

43. Fabian Lysell, LW/RW, 18 (Boston Bruins — 21st overall, 2021) 

Lysell’s a tricky one, because I think there is a range of outcomes where 
prospects who I left off this list become much better players than he 
does. But if Lysell can figure out how to use his special (it’s not an 
exaggeration to call it that) skill-skating combo a little more effectively 
shift-to-shift, instead of just flashing it in spurts, his ceiling is just flat out 
higher than the rest of the prospects I considered at this point in the 
ranking. At a point in the list where the players tend to lack the dynamic 
traits that could distinguish them from one another, Lysell’s ability to knife 
through the ice with his speed and turn a dead play into a chance — or 
better yet a goal — is exactly that. 

44. Connor Zary, C, 19 (Calgary Flames — 24th overall, 2020) 

Zary’s going to be an NHL player. So then it’s just about how good he 
can be. I’m confident he projects safely as a top-nine guy who can slide 
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up and down, contribute equally as a scorer as he does as a playmaker, 
work pucks to the middle third, track the play effectively as a forechecker 
and play between checks making quick decisions. I think there’s a 
chance he becomes something more than that and tops out as an 
impactful offensive creator whose work ethic matches his skill level, too. 
But he’s not so dynamic in one area that he’s going to be wow fans with 
his goal-scoring ability or his creativity or his hands or his speed, so the 
absence of an A-plus tool in any one of those areas could make him 
more of a contributor than a driver. He’s unquestionably talented across 
the board, though, and a much better skater than he’s usually given 
credit. 

45. Jack Quinn, RW, 19 (Buffalo Sabres — 8th overall, 2020) 

Quinn played through the start of his first pro hockey season and into the 
world juniors with a hernia problem that eventually required season-
ending surgery, so his post-draft season was very difficult to evaluate on 
its merits. It also makes updating his scouting profile challenging. Quinn 
is a lot like McMichael though in that he’s got an A-level shot that he can 
score with from medium range (and occasionally a little further out), he’s 
diligent and counted-upon off the puck, he’s got a pro frame that he’ll be 
able to continue to fine-tune and add muscle to, but the rest of his tools 
are good without being great, including most notably a skating stride that 
is fine but doesn’t have a pull-away gear. He’s going to score some goals 
with his ability to control the puck to the interior and then let it go. He’s 
going to be useful even when the points aren’t there because he’s got 
defensive acumen that many young players lack as well. Can he be more 
than a reliable top-nine winger (he actually has a lot of experience on 
both sides) who can score 25 goals and maybe play on both special 
teams, though? Can he be either a dominant two-way guy or a truly 
upper-echelon scorer who lives up to his top-10 selection? That’s where 
the questions pop up. In time, those who’ve worked with him believe he 
can. But progress will be key and he just lost most of a key year. 

46. Jakob Pelletier, LW, 20 (Calgary Flames — 26th overall, 2019) 

You won’t find a scout in hockey who doesn’t love the detail and 
roundedness that Pelletier has built his versatile game upon. But you will 
find scouts who question whether at his size (5-foot-9), with his skating 
(it’s not his hallmark), whether he’s skilled enough to go from “he looks 
like a good role player” to “he looks like an impact guy.” I’ve always 
leaned closer to the latter than the former. Here’s why. 

47. Jack Rathbone, LHD, 22 (Vancouver Canucks — 95th overall, 2017) 

The lowest-drafted player on this list, Rathbone worked his way onto this 
list after establishing himself as one of the best defenders in college 
hockey at Harvard and then making quick work of the AHL to look like 
one of its top players almost instantly in the COVID-shortened season 
before earning a deserved eight-game NHL audition in May that ended in 
May. Each step of the way, he has gone from establishing himself as a 
potential modern-day third pairing candidate to a lock to become that to a 
potential second-pairing guy who can more than hold his own defensive 
despite a smallish frame while contributing offensively at both even 
strength and on the power play (though he’s more likely a PP2 guy on 
most teams than a PP1 guy). There are no issues with his skating, which 
is smooth in straight lines and agile through crossovers and side-steps. 
There are no issues with his handling, which fits comfortably into his four-
way mobility to allow him to evade the first layer of pressure in all three 
zones. He defends the rush well because of his ability to correct and 
adjust against opposing carriers. And he’s stronger than he looks on his 
feet, which limits some of the negatives that we tend to assume come in 
smaller defensemen. 

48. Jonatan Berggren, LW, 21 (Detroit Red Wings — 33rd overall, 2018) 

Berggren, one of my longtime favorites, had the kind of season in the 
SHL last year that it always felt like he’d have once he could finally stay 
healthy. His talent level with the puck on his stick is undeniable. It pops in 
his ability to hang onto the puck when others would get rid of it, delay, 
deceive and then make a play from the perimeter (where he works most 
of his magic) to the inside as soon as one’s presented. It pops in his 
ability to extend sequences when it looks like he’s trapped in traffic. And 

while he’s not the tallest, he’s stocky along the wall, which helps him 
absorb contact and extend cycle sequences as well. If he had an extra 
gear in his skating, he’d be a menacing offensive forward. And while 
there’s a boom or bust element to his upside as a player who is going to 
have to play in an offensive role to succeed, if the Red Wings can find 
him the right fit he could be a much-needed shot of skill into their lineup 
in the next year or two. 

49. Calen Addison, RHD, 21 (Minnesota Wild — 53rd overall, 2018) 

I’ve been pretty bullish on Addison over the years and that’s still true 
today. I’m a huge believer in him. He’s a beautiful lateral skater on his 
edges across the line or under pressure. I love his aggressiveness with 
(and frankly without) the puck. He wants to slide off the line and use his 
shot or beat the first guy off the point and riffle a pass to a teammate in a 
dangerous spot. He has developed some needed power and strength 
into his compact frame. And he has learned when to play a little more 
passively defensively, relying on his stick and feet more instead of 
always trying to overcompensate for his size by really pushing and 
leaning on guys along the boards (where he’s often not going to win 
those battles). He’s never going to be a stalwart defensively, but he’s got 
legitimate offensive flair and I like the way the rest of his tools work 
around his skill game enough to project him as a second-pairing/PP guy 
in the prime of his career. 

50. David Farrance, LHD, 22 (Nashville Predators — 92nd overall, 2017) 

After finishing up two of the most productive seasons in recent college 
hockey memory by a defenseman, combining for 59 points in 45 games, 
Farrance has turned himself into a really intriguing prospect. And though 
he feels old, being one of only two 2017 draftees on this list, having 
stayed in college for all four seasons and having been a name prospect 
at the national program before that, he only just turned 22 in June and he 
was a true freshman when he started at Boston University. I’ve watched 
a lot of Farrance (both in-person and on tape) to come to a pretty firm 
conclusion with where I’m at with him as a prospect. And despite his age, 
he has shown consistent year-over-year improvement that suggests to 
me that he’s not going to hit some wall and plateau as an AHL guy in 
Milwaukee this year. I see a prospect who will work his way into the 4-5 
conversation with the Predators (as crowded as that blue line remains) in 
the next year or so before becoming something more than that in the 
prime of his career while running a power play throughout. He’s a plus-
level skater, passer, creator, rush sergeant and handler with a mid-level 
game without the puck (his offense can come at the expense of 
positioning and support, but he’s a heady defender when there’s no 
offense to look for). 

The Ranking 

This edition of my top-50 drafted prospects ranking includes 12 players 
from both the 2021 and 2020 drafts, 20 from the class of 2019, four 2018 
prospects and two more from 2017. Broken down for position, it includes 
32 forwards and 18 defensemen (of which 11 are lefties and seven are 
righties). 

Eleven of the players featured on last year’s ranking have since 
graduated. They are, in order of appearance on the 2020 list: Alexis 
Lafrenière, Tim Stützle, Dylan Cozens, Kirill Kaprizov, Gabe Vilardi, 
Drake Batherson, Erik Brannstrom, Nils Höglander, Owen Tippett, Ty 
Smith, Josh Norris. 

Here is the full ranking, broken down into tiers for a better sense of the 
proximity within groups of players. 

RANK  PLAYER   POS.   AGE   DRAFT   TEAM   

1 

Quinton Byfield 

C 

19 

2020 
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Kings 

2 

Cole Caufield 

RW 

20 

2019 

Canadiens 

3 

Owen Power 

LHD 

18 

2021 

Sabres 

4 

Trevor Zegras 

C 

20 

2019 

Ducks 

5 

Cole Perfetti 

C/LW 

19 

2020 

Jets 

6 

Kent Johnson 

C/LW 

18 

2021 

Blue Jackets 

7 

Brandt Clarke 

RHD 

18 

2021 

Kings 

8 

Matt Beniers 

C 

18 

2021 

Kraken 

9 

Lucas Raymond 

RW 

19 

2020 

Red Wings 

10 

William Eklund 

C/LW 

18 

2021 

Sharks 

11 

Moritz Seider 

RHD 

20 

2019 

Red Wings 

12 

Alex Newhook 

C 

20 

2019 

Avalanche 

13 

Matt Boldy 

LW 

20 

2019 

Wild 

14 

Marco Rossi 

C 

19 

2020 

Wild 

15 

Bowen Byram 

 

LHD 

20 

2019 

Avalanche 
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16 

Dylan Guenther 

LW/RW 

18 

2021 

Coyotes 

17 

Jamie Drysdale 

RHD 

19 

2020 

Ducks 

18 

Alexander Holtz 

RW/LW 

19 

2020 

Devils 

19 

Luke Hughes 

LHD 

17 

2021 

Devils 

20 

Anton Lundell 

C 

19 

2020 

Panthers 

21 

Mason McTavish 

C/W 

18 

2021 

Ducks 

22 

Chaz Lucius 

C 

18 

2021 

Jets 

23 

Cole Sillinger 

C/LW 

18 

2021 

Blue Jackets 

24 

Simon Edvinsson 

LHD 

18 

2021 

Red Wings 

25 

Arthur Kaliyev 

RW/LW 

20 

2019 

Kings 

26 

Peyton Krebs 

C/LW 

20 

2019 

Golden Knights 

27 

Jake Sanderson 

LHD 

19 

2020 

Senators 

28 

Nick Robertson 

LW 

19 

2019 

Maple Leafs 

29 

Philip Tomasino 

C 

20 

2019 

Predators 

30 

Alex Turcotte 
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C 

20 

2019 

Kings 

31 

Evan Bouchard 

RHD 

21 

2018 

Oilers 

32 

Connor McMichael 

C/LW 

20 

2019 

Capitals 

33 

Dylan Holloway 

C/LW 

19 

2020 

Oilers 

34 

Nils Lundkvist 

RHD 

21 

2018 

Rangers 

35 

Thomas Harley 

LHD 

19 

2019 

Stars 

36 

Seth Jarvis 

C/RW 

19 

2020 

Hurricanes 

37 

Cam York 

LHD 

20 

2019 

Flyers 

38 

Victor Söderström 

RHD 

20 

2019 

Coyotes 

39 

Vasili Podkolzin 

RW 

20 

2019 

Canucks 

40 

Ville Heinola 

LHD 

20 

2019 

Jets 

41 

Shane Pinto 

C 

20 

2019 

Senators 

42 

Zac Jones 

LHD 

20 

2019 

Rangers 

43 

Fabian Lysell 

LW/RW 

18 

2021 

Bruins 

44 

Connor Zary 

C 

19 
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2020 

Flames 

45 

Jack Quinn 

LW/RW 

19 

2020 

Sabres 

46 

Jakob Pelletier 

LW 

20 

2019 

Flames 

47 

Jack Rathbone 

LHD 

22 

2017 

Canucks 

48 

Jonatan Berggren 

LW 

21 

2018 

Red Wings 

49 

Calen Addison 

RHD 

21 

2018 

Wild 

50 

David Farrance 

LHD 

22 

2017 

Predators 

Honorable mentions (sorted alphabetically): Rodion Amirov (TOR), 
Mavrik Bourque (DAL), Lukas Cormier (VGK), Grigori Denisenko (FLA), 
Morgan Frost (PHI), Noel Gunler (CAR), Vitali Kravtsov (NYR), Hendrix 
Lapierre (WSH), Kirill Marchenko (CBJ), Dawson Mercer (NJD), Ryan 
Merkley (SJS), Scott Perunovich (STL), Lukas Reichel (CHI), Yegor 
Zamula (PHI). 

Those 14 final cuts were each strongly considered for the 40s on this 
year’s list, bringing the total number of players I seriously debated 
ranking to 64. That coincidentally fits the NHL’s new 32-team size quite 
nicely to help you contextualize where your team’s top prospects stack 
up leaguewide (with two being average, anything less being below 
average and anything more creeping toward the top of the league). 

The Red Wings led the way with five ranked prospects, followed by the 
Kings with four and the Ducks, Jets and Wild with three apiece. Had the 
list run to 64 players, the Flyers, Rangers, Devils and Blue Jackets would 
have also had three prospects featured. 

Five teams didn’t have a prospect ranked: the Islanders, Penguins, 
Lightning, Blues and Blackhawks. Three of those teams (the Islanders, 
Penguins and Lightning) didn’t even have a player in the honorable 
mentions, either. 

Beyond the 50 ranked players and 14 honorable mentions, there were 
nearly twice as many prospects who were given some consideration 
here, which gives you a sense of how close things get from the 40s right 
through to the early 100s. I would qualify the first three tiers of this year’s 
ranking as A-level prospects, with the fourth group from 28-42 on the 
fringes of A-level. But the drop-offs really widen out after that, with the 
differences between the B-level prospects I have ranked at the tail end of 
this year’s list and those who would ultimately rank into the triple digits 
being quite small. 
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TSN.CA / Dissecting Sweden’s downward spiral in women’s hockey 

 

By Meaghen Johnson 

 

When the 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship begins on Aug. 20 in 
Calgary, there will be a noticeable absentee. 

For the first time in the history of the women’s worlds, Sweden will not be 
participating in the top division. The team was relegated after finishing 
ninth in the 2019 world championship. 

It’s been a remarkable downward spiral for a country that has 
consistently iced one of the top-four women’s teams in the world. 
Sweden was the first country not named Canada or the United States to 
play in the final of an international women’s hockey tournament when 
they earned silver at the 2006 Olympics. They also earned two bronze 
medals at the women’s worlds in 2005 and 2007. 

So, what happened to the national team that upset the Americans in the 
semifinals of the Turin Games? Let’s take a closer look at what led to 
Sweden’s relegation. 

START OF DECLINE 

After picking up a medal in three straight major tournaments from 2005 to 
2007, including the aforementioned Olympic silver, Sweden’s downturn 
began at the 2008 women’s worlds. The team lost 4-3 to Switzerland in 
the qualifying round, eliminating them from medal contention and earning 
them a fifth-place finish. 

After bouncing back to play in the bronze-medal match in 2009, losing 4-
1 to Finland, Sweden followed that up with two more fifth-place finishes in 
2011 and 2012. The Swedes regressed further in 2013, finishing last in 
their group in the preliminary round after failing to win a game. They 
would win the best-of-three series against the Czech Republic to avoid 
relegation, but still finished seventh, the country’s worst result since 
2001. 
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There was more disappointment on the Olympics stage, where Sweden 
ended up with back-to-back fourth-place finishes in 2010 and 2014.  In 
the preliminary round of the Vancouver Games, the Swedes were 
demolished by Canada 13-1 and were outshot 52-13. They followed that 
up with a 9-1 loss to the Americans in the semifinal. 

At the Four Nations Cup, Sweden has not won a preliminary round game 
since defeating Finland 2-1 in the 2009 tournament. 

LEIF BOORK ERA 

Sweden’s downward spiral was aggravated during the Leif Boork era, 
who was head coach from 2015 to 2018. Boork had little experience in 
the women’s game, spending one season as an assistant with the team 
before being named head coach. He had success as a coach in men’s 
hockey in the 1980s, winning a championship in the Swedish Hockey 
League in 1983. 

At the 2015 IIHF Women’s World Championship, which was held in 
Malmö, Sweden, the team ended up with another fifth-place finish after 
falling to Russia 2-1 in the quarter-finals. It was déjà vu in 2016, when 
Sweden once again lost to the Russians in the quarters, this time by a 
score of 4-1. 

After the 2016 tournament, the fifth straight women’s worlds where 
Sweden failed to reach the semifinals, several players joined forces and 
asked to meet with the Swedish Ice Hockey Association (SIF) to convey 
their dissatisfaction with the direction of the team. SIF refused to meet 
with the players, asking them to submit their grievances in writing. 

The players sent a letter petitioning for Boork’s removal, citing issues 
with training, tactics, and player treatment, including rules about how 
players should dress. 

In the documentary film Underdogs, the specific contents of the letter 
were revealed, and the players wrote, in part, “There is a lack of an 
ounce of human value to be at national team camp.” But according to 
Swedish newspaper Sportbladet, SIF did not offer any substantial 
feedback. 

In the summer of 2016, veteran defenceman Emma Eliasson, who was 
rumoured to be one of the driving forces behind the letter, was kicked off 
the team by Boork. Eliasson, who was 28 at the time, had been on the 
national team since she was 14, played in more than 200 matches for 
Sweden, helped lead her country to silver at the 2006 Olympics, and had 
just been named Swedish Player of the Year. 

Boork told Sportbladet, “I think that too much has been compromised and 
that the leadership has been too weak.” 

Eliasson would later tell Radiosporten that following the petition, she was 
summoned to a meeting with Boork, who asked her if she truly stood 
behind the contents of the letter, to which she said yes. 

Roughly a month later, captain Jenni Asserholt abruptly retired at age 28. 
She would later tell the Swedish media that Boork had bullied her about 
her weight. 

“It became a number on a scale. That's what it's about. He was pretty 
hard on me that you need to fix this. Somewhere I started to lose the 
desire to try to get back to the national team,” Asserholt told 
Radiosporten. 

Despite the players’ unrest, SIF president Anders Larsson reiterated that 
the federation had “full confidence” in Boork, telling Sportbladet that the 
players’ letter had been “handled.” 

In early 2017, a Swedish newspaper, Norrländska Socialdemokraten, 
reported that Sweden’s men’s national team could earn a bonus of 
several million kronor for advancing to the finals of the world 
championship, while the women would receive nothing if they had the 
same success. 

ROAD TO RELEGATION 

The unrest off the ice continued to spill onto it. In the 2016-17 season, 
Sweden won just four international games, the team’s worst record since 
2002. The squad finished sixth at the 2017 world championship, losing 4-
0 to Finland in the quarter-final and then falling to Russia in a shootout in 
the fifth-place game. 

Following the tournament, Boork took to Twitter and shifted the blame to 
the players, writing, in part: “One of the problems of Swedish women’s 
hockey is that they previously compromised with so-called star players.” 

At the end of 2017, SIF announced that it would not be renewing Boork’s 
contract after the 2018 Olympics, but the damage had been done. 
Sweden finished seventh at the PyeongChang Games, a record low for 
the team. The Swedes were dismantled by Finland in a 7-2 loss in the 
quarter-finals, and then fell 2-1 in overtime to Japan in their 5th-8th place 
semifinals game. 

That summer, the Swedish Olympic Committee announced that it was 
cutting all funding from the women’s national team. 

Ylva Martinsen, a former player and an alternate captain on the silver 
medal-winning team in 2006, was named the new head coach. But even 
though the team was free of Boork, things would get worse for Sweden. 

The team was given just five days of preparation before the 2019 world 
championship. The Swedes lost their first two games to Germany and the 
Czech Republic. After a come-from-behind win against France, Sweden 
needed to beat Japan to avoid relegation. 

With the game tied 2-2, Ayaka Toko scored with 1:15 left in regulation to 
give Japan the win and seal Sweden’s fate: for the first time, they would 
be demoted from the top division. 

TEAM STRIKE 

Relegation proved to be the final straw for the Swedish team. In August 
2019, all 43 players who were selected for camp announced they would 
be boycotting the upcoming team activities, including that month’s Five 
Nations tournament. 

The players and their union, the Swedish Ice Hockey Players Central 
Organization (SICO), which they had joined in 2018, published a list of 
grievances, including: 

SIF said it was “surprised” by the players’ decision and added that 
compensation and insurance should be covered by an agreement with 
professional clubs in the country, which is the case for the men’s game. 

Several big names in women’s hockey publicly supported the Swedish 
players, including Americans Jocelyne and Monique Lamoreux, who 
tweeted: “Proud of Team Sweden and what this will mean for their 
program and the next generation of young girls in Europe!” 

Former player Eliasson also supported the boycott, telling Sportbladet, “It 
feels like there will be a lot of good from it.” 

SIF responded by cancelling the 2019 Four Nations Cup, saying it could 
not guarantee Sweden’s participation. Klara Stenberg, who represented 
the players, told TheHockeyNews.com that the federation didn’t talk to 
the players before making its decision. 

“The players did not tell the federation they won’t play. They just said 
they can’t give the federation an answer [right away], but the federation 
made the decision all by itself to cancel the tournament,” she said. 

In October 2019, the players and SIF announced they had reached a 
deal, which included compensation for national team duties, bonuses for 
medals in international tournaments, and an additional bonus if the team 
rejoins the top division at the women’s worlds. 

Forward Fanny Rask, who has since retired, said in a release, “For us 
players, we have always said that there is nothing greater than playing 
for our national team. It feels like we have taken important steps in the 
discussions and that we have now been given better conditions for 
playing [for Sweden].” 
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Last year, SICO announced the first-ever collective bargaining 
agreement between the players and the Swedish Women’s Hockey 
League (SDHL), which includes insurance to cover injuries sustained in 
either the SDHL or international play. 

Unfortunately, Sweden will have to wait another year to work its way 
back into the top division for the women’s worlds, with the Division 1 
tournament being cancelled the past two years due to COVID-19. 
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USA TODAY / NHL board of governors approves jersey ads for 2022-23 
season, according to reports 

 

Christian Ortega 

 

The National Hockey League will become the latest league to feature 
advertisements on player jerseys after the league's board of governors 
unanimously approved the change for the 2022-23 season. 

Clubs can begin negotiating with potential partners, according to a memo 
obtained by Sportico and confirmed by ESPN. 

The ads must fit a rectangle 3 inches by 3.5 inches, making them slightly 
larger than the patches that the NBA added to its jerseys in 2017.  

According to ESPN, the league surveyed its teams and the majority were 
in favor of stitching ads onto jerseys before the board of governors 
formally approved the policy.  

Last season, the league appred a sponsor decal on player helmets, a 
move designed to prevent teams from having to give refunds during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Jersey ads have been featured on players across the globe, though the 
trend is more recent for the major North American leagues. In addition to 
the NBA, the WNBA and Major League Soccer allow it.  

Despite a ratings decline and the pandemic, the NBA generated roughly 
$150 million in revenue through sponsored jersey patches, according to 
CNBC. 
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