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Hurricanes Prospect Profile: Ville Koivunen 

Koivunen has the potential to become a quick riser in the 
organization due to his work ethic and skill. 

By Matthew Somma  

This is a series profiling the Hurricanes’ 2021 draft class. 
Koivunen is the second profile in this series. 

Profile on Scott Morrow 

Ville Koivunen was selected in the second round, 51st 
overall by the Hurricanes in the 2021 draft after an 
impressive season with Karpat U20 in Finland. He recently 
signed a three-year ELC and will remain in Finland this 
season. In this profile, we’ll take a look at what makes 
Koivunen a top prospect and how the Hurricanes can turn 
him into an NHL player. 

Offense 

Koivunen’s wrist shot stands out as a strength as soon as 
you see it. It’s quick, accurate and the release is near 
perfect. Koivunen is able to get shots off before the goalie 
can react to the play, making him a goal-scoring threat from 
almost anywhere in the offensive zone. His shot doesn’t lose 
power from a distance, either. Koivunen can find holes in the 
goalie’s coverage and place his shots perfectly. He has an 
affinity for making plays but his goal scoring gets slept on by 
defenders, causing them to cheat to the pass and pay for it 
when Koivunen unleashes his wrister. I’d consider him a dual 
threat because of this. 

Koivunen’s ability to see the ice, anticipate the play and find 
open areas for his teammates to receive a pass is incredible. 
From watching him play, you can tell that he sees the ice 
more like a playmaker and he is constantly assessing his 
options in the offensive zone. He’ll make a deke to get 
around a defender and as soon as a player moves to cover 
him, he’ll make a perfect pass to the forward that was just left 
open. You can tell that Koivunen is a special player just from 
watching him in the offensive zone. He is constantly moving 
and working to either get open or open up the defenses for 
his teammates. You’ll rarely see Koivunen standing in one 
place because he wants to make something, anything 
happen in the offensive zone.  

Puck Handling 

Koivunen has soft hands and favors a simple forehand to 
backhand move, which he can execute in close quarters. He 
isn’t limited to that one move, but his ability to switch his 
power to the backhand and then open up some space 
between himself and the defender is impressive.  

It’s just a simple switch to the backhand yet it completely 
fools the defending forward, opening up a ton of space for 
Koivunen to work. He elects for the pass and immediately 

moves to the slot, where the second pass gets broken up at 
the last second. You can see how good his timing is here, 
too. He knows exactly when to make the pass so that he can 
move the puck past two defenders and still set himself up for 
an opportunity to score. That brings me to what I believe is 
Koivunen’s best asset: his hockey sense. 

Hockey Sense 

Koivunen sees the ice better than most players at the U20 
level and I’d argue that he’s the smartest player on the ice at 
any given moment. Koivunen’s ability to read and react to a 
play almost instantly gives him an advantage over defenders 
and allows for him to catch a lot of defenses napping. Most 
of the players at the U20 level aren’t able to react to the play 
as quickly as Koivunen does, so I noticed a lot of moments 
where Koivunen would sneak past the defense and catch 
everyone unaware of what was going on. 

He skates in harmlessly from the point and presses the 
attack at the opportune moment, receiving a great pass from 
a teammate. And surprise surprise, there’s the little 
backhand move again. Even when he isn’t scoring or making 
a pass, Koivunen is able to make these types of plays 
happen. He’ll generate scoring chances at a high rate 
because he’s able to see what few others can. Little gaps in 
defensive coverage, the slightest opening in a goalie’s 
stance, or any error in positioning. Koivunen’s offensive skill 
means that he can make teams pay for those tiny mistakes, 
too. His ability to use his hockey sense to read the play and 
then exploit a weakness makes him one of the biggest 
threats on the ice at any given moment.  

A player’s timing goes into their hockey sense as well, and 
Koivunen’s timing is close to impeccable. Hurricanes fans 
might remember Janne Kuokkanen always being a step or 
two ahead of a pass in the handful of NHL games that he 
had when he was here. Koivunen isn’t like that. He knows 
exactly when to time the passes and shots to make the most 
effective play happen. Like we saw in the clip above, 
Koivunen waits until he’s right on top of the defender before 
making a pass to the player down low. This allows for him to 
cut past the defender and get into a position to receive a 
return feed.  

Work Ethic and Motor 

So you have a player with high skill and a desire to make 
things happen every time he steps onto the ice. That starts 
with Koivunen’s work ethic. He knows that he isn’t the 
strongest skater and yet he doesn’t want to be complacent or 
lag behind. He’ll keep his feet moving, constantly working to 
find an open area of ice in order to make something happen. 
He’ll hound the puck, attack you head on and wear you out. 
Koivunen’s skating speed might be a weakness but he sure 
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as hell doesn’t let it affect his game. He’s the hardest worker 
on the ice and will do everything in his power to make up for 
a weaker stride. That level of work ethic will carry him to the 
NHL. From watching Koivunen play, you can tell that he 
hates being complacent and hates standing still. He won’t 
settle for less than 100%. That will help him with the 
Hurricanes, too. We all know that Rod Brind’Amour will not 
tolerate “taking a shift off.” Koivunen isn’t one to take a shift 
off.  

It’s a small play that may not result in a goal but it still stands 
out. He doesn’t give up on the play and causes a turnover, 
setting up the potential for an insurance goal while disrupting 
the Czech team’s rhythm. 

Skating 

As I stated previously, Koivunen’s skating speed is average 
at best and his skating mechanics could use some work 
before he steps foot on NHL ice. Koivunen needs to get at 
least a step or two faster before turning pro and I believe that 
working with an NHL skating coach will help him 
tremendously. He is able to keep up against players at the 
U20 level both in Finland and Internationally, but the NHL is 
getting faster and Koivunen will need to work in order to keep 
up. An attainable goal would be getting a step or two faster 
as far as his top speed is concerned and working on 
maintaining that top speed. Koivunen’s acceleration is fine. 
It’s not great, but I wouldn’t say that he’s slow getting to his 
top speed. It’s just that his top speed is average and he has 
trouble maintaining that speed. I noticed that Koivunen tends 
to glide after reaching his top speed and will occasionally 
take his foot off the gas, slowing down and getting beat by 
defenders. Koivunen lacks a lot of power and balance in his 
stride. He kicks his legs out a little too wide when he skates, 
making it hard to achieve full power on his pushes. It also 
keeps him off balance, which means that defenders can 
knock him off of the puck on occasion. Koivunen is only 18 
and will grow into his frame, gaining some more strength and 
improving on his skating speed. I believe this was the biggest 
reason for his fall to 51, though. 

Defense 

Koivunen can turn the puck over in the defensive zone on 
occasion, but I didn’t notice any plays that stood out as bad 

on the defensive side of the puck. He can get in the lanes 
and use his hockey sense to anticipate where the play might 
be heading. The turnovers can be a cause for concern but I 
can see Koivunen smoothing those out over time. I think 
some of it has to do with players being able to catch up to 
Koivunen and take the puck from him due to his lack of foot 
speed. Koivunen needs to add some muscle in order to 
defend better in the corners, but with that being said, he 
doesn’t tend to shy away from puck battles. Adding about 30 
pounds in the next couple of years should help him improve 
on both sides of the puck.  

Projectable Tools 

Koivunen’s game is suited for the NHL. His hockey sense is 
elite, he is unrelenting in his pursuit of offense and he has a 
high level of skill in his game. This is a player with first line 
levels of hockey sense and top six levels of offensive skill. 
The biggest thing holding Koivunen back right now is his 
skating, and if he can get just a step faster this season, you’ll 
be seeing him do big things with Karpat’s men’s team. 
Koivunen has the ability to bully defenses and make them 
look silly, something that few players this age have the ability 
to do. Sure, he might not be as quick as Tuukka Tieksola, for 
instance, but I’d argue that he’s just as smart and skilled. 
You can help a player improve on his stride and get it to be 
average at the very least. You can’t teach a player to be 
smarter than his opponents and Koivunen has the innate 
ability to control how the game will play out when he’s on the 
ice. It’s fascinating to watch and it’s clear that he has some 
of the highest upside in the Hurricanes’ system.  

If Koivunen reaches his ceiling it’s not unreasonable to 
expect 60+ points out of him. He’s a dual threat player that 
can play on your first line and first power play unit. It may 
take Koivunen three or four years to reach the NHL, but the 
Hurricanes picked a player that could take the league by 
storm as soon as he’s ready. Koivunen was my favorite pick 
of the Hurricanes’ 2021 draft class due to the amount of 
upside he has. The Hurricanes nabbed a player with top-10 
upside at 51st overall and teams will be kicking themselves 
for passing on him.
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About Last Season: Jordan Martinook Performance Review and Grade 

The fan favorite and progenitor of MISTA SVECHNIKOV will, 
somewhat surprisingly, return for a fourth season in Carolina. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Jordan Martinook: 2020-21 By the Numbers 

 Age: 29 

 NHL seasons: 7 

 Scoring: 4 goals, 9 assists, 13 points in 44 games 

 Advanced stats: 51.9% CF, 50.3% SCF, 47.1% GF, 
48.9% xG 

 Average TOI: 11:24 EV, 0:04 PP, 1:16 PK 

 Contract: Signed new 3-year contract through 2023-
24, AAV $1.8 million 

At his end of season press availability on June 11, Jordan 
Martinook certainly looked for all the world like a man whose 
time had run out on his run with the Carolina Hurricanes. 
With new contracts coming down the pike, including one for 
a fellow with whom Martinook is rather notably linked, it 
seemed like there wasn’t going to be enough left in the piggy 
bank for the alternate captain whose contribution to a team is 
largely found in the realm of intangibles. 

But then Dougie Hamilton went elsewhere, and the 
Hurricanes replaced him with the hockey equivalent of four 
quarters hoping to make a dollar, and lo and behold, all of a 
sudden there’s Martinook on the opening day of free agency 
re-upping for three more years at a slightly lower cap hit. Not 
a bad bit of business, right? 

By now the Hurricanes know what they’re going to get from 
Martinook. He’s remarkably consistent for what little scoring 
he provides, always clocking in just under a point every third 
game or so. (How consistent? He’s been between .29 and 
.32 points per game every single full season of his career, 
save one: his last year in Arizona.) More importantly, he’s the 
resident heart-on-sleeve guy of the locker room, always 
quick with a quip yet remarkably insightful and, in some 
cases, blunt in his analysis of his team’s performance. 

And that’s to say nothing of his connection with the 
community. Martinook’s zaniness (BARNAUL, 
RUSSIAAAAAA!!!) masks a family man, a newly-minted 
father of two who has a touch with people that is rare in 
today’s NHL. Just ask the Izzos, whose daughter Emma is 
Martinook’s number-one fan and is a small piece of what 
Martinook means to Hurricanes fans, and more importantly, 
what they mean to him. 

Martinook could well wind up to this generation of Hurricanes 
the same type of player as Craig Adams was a decade and a 
half ago: a constant presence, a useful fourth liner that can 
jump up in a pinch on occasion, a locker room leader and a 
guy about whom literally no one has a bad word. If he’s 
willing to continue plugging along on reasonable contracts, 
there’s no reason Martinook shouldn’t remain a Hurricane for 
many years to come, although that $2.7 million salary in 
2023-24 might make the bean-counters cringe a bit. 

But then, the bean-counters may not have ever signed him in 
the first place, and every successful team needs a Jordan 
Martinook. The Hurricanes could have gone cheap and 
signed an outsider or promoted from within to fill that slot, but 
they’d have likely just spent the same money regardless, and 
if you’re going to do that, why not just hang onto the genuine 
article?

 

  

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/19/22628210/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-ville-koivunen-profile-draft-hockey 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/19/22631691/carolina-hurricanes-about-last-season-jordan-martinook-performance-review-and-grade 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 20, 2021 

 

 
 
 

 

1219539 Websites 

 

The Athletic / The U.S. at the World Championship: Roster turnover, the 
quest for another title and everything you need to know 

 

By Erica Ayala Aug 19, 2021  

 

The United States enters the 2021 IIHF Women’s World Championship 
as the reigning champions and favorites to win gold in Calgary. Finland 
will be hungry to avenge the gold that almost was in 2019 women’s 
worlds. Finland was forced to abandon its celebration after Petra 
Nieminen’s overtime goal was waived off. Instead, the United States 
celebrated an overtime shootout and a fifth consecutive world title. 
Canada is looking to bounce back after winning bronze in 2019, the first 
time they hadn’t won at least silver at a major tournament. 

Before we all but give the U.S gold before the puck drops on Friday, let’s 
review the latest roster and top storylines ahead of the first international 
women’s hockey tournament since April 2019.  

The road to worlds was long and winding 

The 2020 worlds, slated for Halifax, got canceled due to the pandemic. 
The IIHF announced Canada would be permitted to host the 2021 
worlds, but eventually, that tournament was also postponed.  

Organizers opted to push back the 2021 worlds to August and relocate to 
Calgary. Since the spring, USA Hockey has named a new head coach, 
refined its roster and Olympic residency pool, and signed a new one-year 
contract with the women’s senior team.  

With just over six months before the official start of the Olympic Games in 
Beijing, there is a lot more than a sixth consecutive gold medal on the 
line for the U.S. Let’s start with the player pool.  

The roster 

FORWARDS DEFENDERS GOALIES 

Brianna Decker 

Lee Stecklein 

Alex Cavallini 

Hannah Brandt 

Cayla Barnes 

Nicole Hensley 

Hayley Scamurra 

Megan Keller 

Aerin Frankel 

Hilary Knight 

Jincy Dunne 

Kelly Pannek 

Megan Bozek 

Dani Cameranesi 

Natalie Buchbinder 

Kendall Coyne-Schofield 

Savannah Harmon 

Amanda Kessel 

Caroline Harvey 

Jesse Compher 

Alex Carpenter 

Abbey Murphy 

Grace Zumwinkle 

Abby Roque 

Lacey Eden 

There have been some changes since the 2020 worlds roster was 
announced. Two-way player Kacey Bellamy announced her retirement 
on May 18. Since the 2019 worlds, former captains Meghan Duggan, 
Jocelyne Lamoureux-Morando and Monique Lamoureux-Davidson also 
retired.  

Defender Michelle Picard retired immediately following the 2019 win in 
Finland. Emily Matheson (née Pfalzer) will miss the worlds as she and 
her husband welcomed their first child on June 5. The team will also be 
without goaltender Maddie Rooney, who suffered a lower-body injury in 
training camp.  

Kendall Coyne Schofield and Hilary Knight return as leaders and 
captains for the team. Center Brianna Decker and defender Lee 
Stecklein round out the captains.  

Coaching staff 

Joel Johnson will lead the team at the worlds and through the end of the 
Beijing Olympics. Johnson was named interim head coach in April and 
has been with the senior women’s team since 2018. Johnson has won 
four straight gold medals with the U-18 women’s national team and six 
national titles as part of the Minnesota Golden Gophers coaching staff.  

He steps in after Bob Corkum stepped down due to discomfort with the 
IIHF COVID-19 protocols ahead of the tournament originally scheduled 
for May. USA Hockey named Johnson the women’s senior team head 
coach on July 28.  

Projected lines 

Team USA routed Russia 6-0 in their last tune-up before the official start 
of the tournament, rolling two sets of lines. The top forward lines and 
defensive pairs are the same for both roster sheets.  

The top line on the attack is the all-captains line of Coyne Schofield, 
Decker and Knight. Defenders and former Boston College teammates 
Megan Keller and Cayla Barnes comprise the top defensive pair. 
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Johnson also kept Alex Carpenter and Amanda Kessel together on the 
second line. Hayley Scamura and Jesse Compher remained together on 
the fourth line.  

On Wednesday against Russia, the captains’ line scored two of the six 
U.S. goals (both by Decker) and contributed six total points. Youngster 
Caroline Harvey tallied her first with the national team in the second 
period, assisted by Carpenter and Knight.  

Data analysts Mikael Nahabedian, John Bouchard, and Holly Morrison 
have developed a new assessment tool called WHKYe, a tool that ranks 
the offensive performance of players across all women’s hockey leagues. 
Nahabedian came up with a slightly different set of pairings based on the 
value of each player.  

According to the WHKYe database, Keller and Megan Bozek are the top 
two offensive performing defenders for the United States. There is no 
good measure for best defensive performance at this time, but that player 
is likely Barnes. Stecklein or Harmon make a good compliment to 
Bozek’s heavy shot, sometimes referred to as the Bozek blast.  

LEFT WING CENTER RIGHT WING 

Kendall Coyne-Schofield 

Brianna Decker 

Dani Cameranesi 

Alex Carpenter 

Kelly Pannek 

Hilary Knight 

Hayley Scamurra 

Abby Roque 

Amanda Kessel 

Britta Curl 

Jesse Compher 

Grace Zumwinkle 

Sydney Brodt 

D D G 

Megan Keller 

Cayla Barnes 

Alex Cavallini 

Lee Stecklein 

Megan Bozek 

Maddie Rooney 

Savannah Harmon 

Caroline Harvey 

Aerin Frankel 

Jincy Dunne 

Natalie Buchbinder 

Top storylines 

The biggest news ahead of the tournament is the proximity of the worlds 
and the Olympic Games. Due to the pandemic, women’s hockey has 
gone without games. Players in North America are at a disadvantage 
compared to teams like Switzerland and Russia that have been able to 
resume a professional season. Carpenter and Bozek are among the U.S. 
players coming from overseas. College players like Barnes and Compher 

come into the worlds with the most consistent practice and game 
schedule since the 2019 worlds in Finland.  

Another storyline to watch is how much the worlds will be used as a tune-
up or even an evaluation ahead of the Olympics. The United States 
would usually be deep into their residency and selection process by now. 
Instead, they are playing their first tournament in over 800 days and are 
less than six months from announcing their Olympic roster.  

“There’s no doubt that they’ll be a piece of the worlds will be evaluatory in 
nature,” head coach Johnson said during his introductory press 
conference on July 28. “At the same time, our goal at the World 
Championships is to win a world championship.”  

The desire to win and added to the gold medal streak must also be 
balanced with adequate recovery and elite competition.  

“With the World Championships being so late, we’re going to try and 
make sure our players get some time to rest and recover before we come 
back in October,” Johnson said.  

Finally, the new USA Hockey contract is an off-ice storyline with future 
implications. According to ESPN’s Emily Kaplan, the players and the 
federation agreed to a one-year deal that offers a $25,500 training 
stipend and $8,250 housing stipend from USA Hockey. The United 
States Olympic & Paralympic Committee (USOPC) will issue a $28,000 
stipend. Kaplan also reported players surrendered 15 percent of their 
earnings for three months during the pandemic as a “good faith 
measure.” The new deal also added medical and support staff to the 
women’s program.  

The deal was agreed upon privately, especially in comparison to the 
#BeBoldForChange movement of 2017 that threatened to stall the 
Worlds in Michigan. Bankrolled in part by the NHL, USA Hockey avoided 
the embarrassment of having no team to compete on home soil. The 
women’s national team won the 2017 world championship and Olympic 
gold in 2018 – the first gold medal for the United States since women’s 
hockey debuted at the 1998 Olympics. 

Schedule 

The stakes are always high for the United States and the 2021 World 
Championships are no different. What is different is the post-COVID 
world we all hope is on the horizon for good. Players endured a five-day 
quarantine before returning to the ice to practice.   

The U.S. will now maneuver through the rest of Group A, which also 
features Finland, Switzerland, and Canada. The quest for six straight 
titles begins Friday against Switzerland, followed by Finland on Sunday. 
The United States will wrap group play on Aug. 26 against Canada.  

All games will be aired on the NHL Network. The full tournament 
schedule can be found here. 

The Athletic LOADED: 08.20.2021 
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The Athletic / Which NHL teams improved or hurt their Stanley Cup odds 
the most this offseason? 

 

By Jesse Granger Aug 19, 2021  

 

This summer has supplied an entertaining offseason in the NHL, filled 
with surprising trades and lavish free agency signings. It may not be quite 
over in that regard, with a disgruntled Jack Eichel still waiting for a 
potential move from Buffalo. But, for the most part, the dust has settled 
on the offseason, leaving us with a much better picture of what each 
team will look like for the 2021-22 season. 
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The Stanley Cup obviously isn’t won in July, but it’s still interesting to see 
which teams had the best (and worst) offseasons. At The Athletic we’ve 
already ranked each team’s offseason in terms of value gained or lost 
based on Dom Luszczyszyn’s GSVA model. 

I’d like to look at it through a different lens — through the eyes of the 
oddsmakers. To do that I compared each teams’ future odds to win the 
Stanley Cup from July 19 (a couple weeks after Tampa Bay lifted the 
trophy) to their current odds (after most offseason moves have been 
completed) at Bet MGM (Note: there’s a subscription extension offer in 
that link). 

During that span, five teams saw their odds to win the Cup improve, 
while 12 teams saw their odds worsen; the odds for the other 15 teams 
remained unchanged. 

Here are the three teams whose odds improved the most over the 
summer: 

1. Chicago Blackhawks 

TEAM 7/19 ODDS CURRENT ODDS DIFFERENCE 

Chicago Blackhawks 

+6500 

+5000 

-1500 

It should come as no surprise that the Blackhawks top this list. Not only 
are they one of the more publicly bet teams across North America, 
they’ve also had the most active offseason in terms of adding big-name 
players. 

Many believed Chicago’s championship window had closed, six years 
removed from their last title with this core group of players, but general 
manager Stan Bowman has other plans. The Blackhawks’ first splash 
was trading young defenseman Adam Boqvist, two first-round draft picks, 
and a second-round draft pick to Columbus for star blue liner Seth Jones, 
a first-round draft pick, and a sixth-round draft pick next season. The 
trade gives Chicago a true No. 1 defenseman and Jones is only 26 years 
old. He’s coming off a bit of a down year in Columbus, but has played at 
an elite level for years as a Blue Jacket and immediately upgrades 
Chicago’s defense. 

The Blackhawks’ most savvy move of the offseason came later, acquiring 
reigning Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre Fleury from the Golden 
Knights for absolutely nothing. Chicago preyed on Vegas’ cap troubles, 
taking on the final year of Fleury’s contract and immediately upgrading 
their goalie position. Fleury is 36 but he’s coming off his best season as a 
pro, with career-highs in save percentage (.928), goals against average 
(1.98) and an impressive 20.1 goals saved above average in 2020-21. 

Chicago still has quite the mountain to climb in what expects to be a 
competitive Central Division. The Blackhawks are staring up at the Cup 
favorites, Colorado, and likely Minnesota, Dallas and St. Louis. But 
there’s no denying Chicago’s chances have improved dramatically over 
the summer, and the odds reflect that. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

TEAM 7/19 ODDS CURRENT ODDS DIFFERENCE 

New Jersey Devils 

+8000 

+6500 

-1500 

The only team to match Chicago in terms of the odds shifting in their 
favor this offseason was New Jersey. Unlike the Blackhawks, the Devils 
made their biggest moves in free agency. 

The Devils landed free agency’s biggest prize in Dougie Hamilton, 
signing the elite No. 1 defenseman to a seven-year, $63 million contract. 
Hamilton finished fourth in voting for the Norris Trophy last season, and 
has consistently averaged 43 points per season over the last seven 
years. He is in the prime of his career and gives New Jersey the true No. 
1 defenseman it has lacked. 

The Devils also added veteran goalie Jonathan Bernier, who will likely 
challenge Mackenzie Blackwood for starts, and former Avalanche 
defenseman Ryan Graves. According to Luszczyszyn’s model, New 
Jersey added 4.3 wins to its roster this offseason, the most of any team 
in the league. 

Despite the solid additions the Devils still aren’t expected to come close 
to competing for a title. And while their odds improved quite a bit, they 
only went from the 27th best odds on July 19 (80-to-1) to the 25th best 
odds today (65-to-1). There’s still a lot of work to be done in New Jersey, 
but things certainly appear to be heading in the right direction. 

3. Florida Panthers 

TEAM 7/19 ODDS CURRENT ODDS DIFFERENCE 

Florida Panthers 

+2500 

+2000 

-500 

While much of the focus has been on Eichel’s situation in Buffalo, the 
Panthers quietly snagged another highly-talented center by trading for 
the Sabres’ Sam Reinhart. He adds to an already impressive forward 
group in Florida and could play alongside Aleksander Barkov on the top 
line, or center down the lineup. 

Reinhart has topped 20 goals in four consecutive seasons, and five of his 
last six. The 25-year-old Vancouver native can play both center and on 
the wing, but has looked particularly impressive in the middle of the ice. 
The Panthers are hoping his addition will make up for the team’s 
departures – of which there were plenty. 

Florida lost both center Alex Wennberg and goaltender Chris Driedger to 
the Seattle Kraken, and veteran defenseman Keith Yandle to 
Philadelphia. It’s hard to blame Florida for letting Wennberg go after 
seeing the contract he got in Seattle, and first-round pick Spencer Knight 
is ready to take over for Driedger as Sergei Bobrovsky’s backup in net. 
Despite losing one win according to Luszczyszyn’s model, the betting 
market believes Florida’s offseason moves are a net positive. 

The Panthers jumped Minnesota, improving from the 10th-best odds to 
win the Cup in mid-July (25-to-1) into a tie with the Islanders for the 
eighth-best current odds (20-to-1). 

And now, for the three teams whose odds have worsened the most this 
offseason. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

TEAM 7/19 ODDS CURRENT ODDS DIFFERENCE 

Arizona Coyotes 

+6500 

+15000 

+8500 

The NHL futures market is certainly feeling the after-effects of the 
summer purge in Arizona. Call it what you’d like – purge, liquidation, 
rebuild – but the Coyotes shipped out a ton of talent in July. 

After trading away No. 1 goaltender Darcy Kuemper, their best forward in 
Conor Garland, and franchise defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, 
Arizona is left without much hope for the 2021-22 season. If that wasn’t 
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enough, the Coyotes also lost backup goalies Adin Hill and Antti Raanta, 
depth center Michael Bunting, and several other pieces in Alex Goligoski, 
Dryden Hunt, Niklas Hjalmarsson and Jordan Oesterle. 

It’s not as if the Coyotes dismantled a contender. In mid-July Arizona 
ranked 26th in the league in terms of odds to win the Cup. Not great, but 
still respectable odds at 65-to-1. One month later Arizona is a 150-to-1 
longshot, tied with Anaheim for the third-worst odds in the NHL. The only 
teams with worse odds are Buffalo and Detroit (both 200-to-1). 

2. Anaheim Ducks 

TEAM 7/19 ODDS CURRENT ODDS DIFFERENCE 

Anaheim Ducks 

+10000 

+15000 

+5000 

To be honest it’s a little surprising to see Anaheim here. The Ducks didn’t 
add anyone of note this offseason, but they also only lost a couple of 
minor depth pieces in Danton Heinen, Haydn Fleury and Andy Welinski. 
Considering where Anaheim is in its rebuild, and the young players 
emerging from its pipeline, this is probably the right way to handle an 
offseason like this. 

Yes, the Ducks have struggled immensely to score and did nothing this 
summer to fix that. But a young team in the midst of a rebuild should be 
expected to add via free agency. 

The only real transaction of importance was bringing back long-time 
captain Ryan Getzlaf. Anaheim should see an infusion of young talent 
this season but is miles away from competing. Not that many are looking 
to bet on the Ducks, but their odds have now dropped from 100-to-1 in 
July to 150-to-1 currently. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets 

TEAM 7/19 ODDS CURRENT ODDS DIFFERENCE 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

+8000 

+10000 

+2000 

While the Blackhawks gained a potentially elite defenseman in Jones, the 
Blue Jackets obviously lost one. There were plenty of other notable deals 
this summer by Columbus, including trading longtime forward Cam 
Atkinson to Philadelphia for Jakub Voracek. 

The Blue Jackets aren’t in a complete rebuild, and could still be 
competitive, but they certainly got younger this offseason. They added 
Bovquist from Chicago in the Jones deal, and also got 23-year-old 
defenseman Jake Bean from Carolina. 

It’s unlikely they contend, but if you were brave enough to consider 
betting Columbus at 80-to-1, then the current price of 100-to-1 is certainly 
tempting. 

Here’s how every team’s odds shifted based on the last month of 
offseason moves: 

TEAM 7/19 ODDS CURRENT ODDS DIFFERENCE 

Chicago Blackhawks 

+6,500 

+5,000 

-1,500 

New Jersey Devils 

+8,000 

+6,500 

-1,500 

Florida Panthers 

+2,500 

+2,000 

-500 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

+1,400 

+1,200 

-200 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

+750 

+700 

-50 

Colorado Avalanche 

+600 

+600 

0 

Boston Bruins 

+1,200 

+1,200 

0 

Carolina Hurricanes 

+1,400 

+1,400 

0 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

+1,800 

+1,800 

0 

Minnesota Wild 

+2,200 

+2,200 

0 

New York Rangers 

+2,500 

+2,500 

0 

Washington Capitals 

+2,500 

+2,500 

0 
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Edmonton Oilers 

+2,800 

+2,800 

0 

Philadelphia Flyers 

+3,000 

+3,000 

0 

Calgary Flames 

+4,000 

+4,000 

0 

Seattle Kraken 

+5,000 

+5,000 

0 

Vancouver Canucks 

+5,000 

+5,000 

0 

Ottawa Senators 

+10,000 

+10,000 

0 

Buffalo Sabres 

+20,000 

+20,000 

0 

Detroit Red Wings 

+20,000 

+20,000 

0 

Vegas Golden Knights 

+700 

+850 

+150 

New York Islanders 

+1,800 

+2,000 

+200 

Dallas Stars 

+3,000 

+3,500 

+500 

St. Louis Blues 

+3,000 

+3,500 

+500 

Winnipeg Jets 

+3,500 

+4,000 

+500 

Montreal Canadiens 

+5,700 

+6,300 

+600 

Nashville Predators 

+3,500 

+5,000 

+1,500 

Los Angeles Kings 

+5,000 

+6,500 

+1,500 

San Jose Sharks 

+6,500 

+8,000 

+1,500 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

+8,000 

+10,000 

+2,000 

Anaheim Ducks 

+10,000 

+15,000 

+5,000 

Arizona Coyotes 

+6,500 

+15,000 

+8,500 
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Poulin, the U.S. rivalry and everything you need to know 
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By Hailey Salvian Aug 19, 2021  

 

When the puck drops between Canada and Finland on Friday afternoon 
in Calgary in the IIHF Women’s World Championship, it will have been 
859 days since there was an international women’s hockey event. 

On that date, April 14, 2019, Finland nearly upset the United States in the 
gold-medal game of the worlds. Canada won bronze, the first time the 
senior women’s national team hadn’t won at least silver at a major 
tournament. 

Since then, however, the majority of the women’s hockey calendar has 
been wiped out, with the 2020 world championships cancelled due to 
COVID-19, the absence of a 4 Nations Cup and multiple delays for the 
2021 world championships. 

Friday’s opening slate of games will mark a long-awaited return to 
competition for the best women’s hockey players in the world, most of 
whom have not played a meaningful game in over two years. The 
tournament technically kicked off on Wednesday night with three 
exhibition games to shake off the rust, including Canada’s 4-1 victory 
over Finland. 

“We haven’t played in a real tournament for a very long time, but these 
past two years we’ve been training really hard,” assistant captain Jocelyn 
Larocque told The Athletic.  “Has it not been ideal? Yes, but I know that 
we’re ready, and I’m sure the other teams are ready, too. … I really think 
it’s going to be amazing hockey and we’re definitely all going to be 
excited to play, that’s for sure.” 

To kick off our coverage of the tournament, here’s a comprehensive 
preview of Team Canada, looking at who is on the roster and what 
games should be circled on your calendar, as well as the top players and 
storylines to watch. 

The roster 

Canada’s roster was selected this month from the 29 players chosen to 
centralize ahead of the 2022 Winter Olympics. After this tournament is 
done, the group will remain in Calgary to prepare for the games in 
Beijing. For now, 25 players — 15 forwards, seven defence and three 
goalies — are on Canada’s official roster, an expanded list to allow extra 
bodies into the IIHF bubble. 

Here’s the list, with returning players from the 2019 worlds highlighted in 
green. 

FORWARD DEFENCE GOAL 

Marie-Philip Poulin 

Jocelyne Larocque 

Ann-Renée Desbiens 

Rebecca Johnston 

Renata Fast 

Emerance Maschmeyer 

Natalie Spooner 

Ella Shelton 

Kristen Campbell 

Sarah Fillier 

Ashton Bell 

Jill Saulnier 

Erin Ambrose 

Brianne Jenner 

Jaime Bourbonnais 

Sarah Nurse 

Claire Thompson 

Mélodie Daoust 

Emily Clark 

Emma Maltais 

Blayre Turnbull 

Victoria Bach 

Jamie Lee Rattray 

Kristin O'Neill 

Laura Stacey 

This group strikes a healthy balance between returning veterans and new 
faces. Eight players will make their world championships debuts. Anne-
Rennée Desbiens will return to the fold after playing in the 2018 
Olympics but not attending the 2019 worlds. The total turnover from 2019 
to now is nine players. 

Not returning from 2019 are Loren Gabel, Ann-Sophie Bettez, Brigette 
Lacquette, Laura Fortino, Micah Zandee-Hart, Shannon Szabados and 
Genevieve Lacasse. 

“It’s definitely going to be a different team from 2019,”  Larocque said.  
“We have a lot of new faces that may be rookies and they may not have 
a lot of international experience, but they definitely aren’t playing like 
rookies.” 

“The line combinations look great, our goaltenders look really good. … I 
really think it’s a good mix that complements each other well.” 

As players and team staff discussed the roster over the last week, a 
common theme emerged: If they play to their potential, expect Canada to 
be quick and a pain to play against. 

“We all identify our team as being fast, and we take pride in being 
physical,” Sarah Fillier said. “Those two things have been something 
we’ve put a lot of emphasis on in these last two camps.” 

Added Rebecca Johnston: “I’m very impressed with our team. We’re a 
very young, talented, and fast (group).” 

For all the talk of being “young,” this is actually the fourth-oldest group 
Canada has ever brought to women’s worlds, according to Hockey 
Canada’s media guide, with an average age of 26 years, 8 months. 
Larocque is the oldest player (33) while Fillier is the youngest (21). 

However, there is a clear level of inexperience. As mentioned, eight 
players have never played at the world championships, and seven 
players – Fillier, O’Neill, Thompson, Shelton, Maltais, and Bell – have 
fewer than 10 games of senior national team experience. 

“Does experience help you? Of course it does,” Larocque said, “but it’s 
way more important to pick the right team that’s best right now for the 
tournament, and I truly believe that Canada has that. I’m sure a lot of 
these players would have more games under their belt if we had been 
playing hockey in the last few years. And maybe their international team 
experience isn’t high, but I’ve been training with a lot of them for the last 
two years and I know they’re ready.” 

And of course, Canada still features Marie-Philip Poulin, set to become 
arguably the greatest player ever in the women’s game, mainstays like 
Natalie Spooner and Brianne Jenner, a duo who were 1-2 in scoring for 
Canada in 2019, plus Mélodie Daoust, Larocque, Renata Fast and a total 
of 13 returning 2018 Olympians. 

As Daoust said on Wednesday, when Canada hits the ice, they plan to 
“give it a show.” 
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The schedule 

The 10-team tournament features Canada in Group A with Finland, the 
Russia Olympic Committee (ROC), Switzerland and the United States. 
Group B is comprised of the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, 
Hungary and Japan. Canada will play four round-robin matches within 
their pool before the knockout stages begin Aug. 28. Each Canada game 
will begin at 6 p.m. Eastern. 

Team Canada Schedule 

DATE OPPONENT 

Aug. 20 

Finland 

Aug. 22 

ROC 

Aug. 24 

Switzerland 

Aug. 26 

USA 

Every game is important in Canada’s quest to get back to a 
championship, but two of the biggest of the prelims are against Finland 
and the United States. 

As many will recall, Finland upset Canada in the 2019 semifinals en route 
to its first-ever silver medal at the worlds. It was only Finland’s second 
victory over Canada in any competition. 

“That first game on Friday is circled 300 times on our calendar because 
it’s the start of our journey to a gold medal,” Erin Ambrose said last week. 
“And it’s not only a first game of the World Championship, but to add that 
it’s against Finland, it makes it huge.” 

Johnston agreed that the team still has a “bitter taste” about losing to the 
Fins, but said players are leaving that game in the past and moving 
forward with their new-look roster. 

“You want to learn from those losses, but you also need to just move on,” 
she said. “And we’re not going to play any different in the game than we 
would if we had beat them two years ago.” 

The second highlight is, of course, the latest edition of the beautiful (and 
sometimes ugly) Canada-U.S. rivalry. 

Since the first women’s world championships in 1990, the Canadians and 
Americans have battled for supremacy, and their rivalry is among the 
best in international sport. The countries haven’t faced off since last 
year’s Rivalry Series, which the U.S. won. Next Thursday’s game will be 
a must-watch event. 

All five teams from Group A will automatically advance to the 
quarterfinals, seeded No. 1 to No. 5,  while only the top three teams from 
Group B will move on. The quarterfinals will be Aug. 28, with the 
semifinals on Aug. 30 and the gold-medal game (and bronze-medal 
game) on Aug. 31. 

Five storylines to watch 

A healthy Marie-Philip Poulin 

Since the 2019 CWHL Clarkson Cup, the absence of Marie-Philip Poulin 
has been felt on the ice for both her (now defunct) club and country. 

Poulin sustained a knee injury in the last game of the CWHL regular 
season in February 2019. She did not play in the CWHL playoffs, and 
suited up for one game at the 2019 worlds, logging less than five minutes 
before leaving due to injury. 

She returned for the PWHPA showcase in May and had an empty-net 
goal in Wednesday’s exhibition. 

“She looks great,” said Gina Kingsbury, the director of the women’s 
national team. “The last 20 days together (at training camp), we’ve been 
able to see what it looks like when you have a healthy Marie Philip Poulin 
in the lineup. 

“I think (fans) are going to see a very, very great athlete here competing 
with a C on her jersey this week.” 

It cannot be overstated how positive Poulin’s return is for Canada and for 
the women’s game. 

She is Canada’s captain, a quiet one who leads by the examples of her 
play and work ethic. Poulin has won at every level since she entered the 
international stage more than a decade ago. She scored the goals that 
won two Olympic golds medal for Canada. She is a world champion and 
a two-time Clarkson Cup winner and MVP. 

In 129 games for Canada at the senior level, Poulin has scored 67 goals 
and 140 points, which rank first on the current roster and in the top 10 all-
time for the program. 

Rebecca Johnston’s comeback 

It’s been a challenging 18 months for Johnston. 

“A lot of stuff happened in the last year and a half that I never would have 
really expected,” she said. 

First, she was a surprise omission from the roster at the 2020 worlds, the 
first time she’d been cut in over 10 years with Team Canada. A few 
months after the roster was released, she ruptured her Achilles in what 
Kingsbury called a “pretty gruesome” injury. 

“It was a lot, but I really think it was something that I almost needed,” 
Johnston said. “I kind of took a step back and grew as a person, and 
knew what I wanted and what I didn’t, and what I really wanted to fight 
for.” 

What she wanted was to return to form, and a return to the national team, 
on which she had been a figure since her debut in 2007-08. And she’s 
done exactly that. 

Johnston had surgery to repair her Achilles on Aug 14, 2020. She 
rehabbed and trained in Calgary and returned to Team Canada’s camp in 
February, six months post-operation. 

“She responded fantastically,” Kingsbury said in February. “She really, 
really came with a sheer determination to make this team and not only to 
make this team but really to be the best that she can be. Rebecca is 
extremely talented. … And she’s raised her game to a whole other level 
and we’re really happy with where she is right now.” 

Johnston is now the longest-tenured member of Team Canada with 151 
career games, including three Olympics and nine world championships. 
She is second only to Poulin in scoring on the active roster with 57 goals 
and 121 points across all competitions. This should be a nice (re)addition 
for Canada. 

Rebecca Johnston. (Stan Szeto / USA Today) 

Canada vs. the United States 

The U.S beat Canada for Olympic gold in 2018 (not that anyone has 
forgotten), and have won eight of the last nine world championships, 
including five straight titles. 

The two sides have each won 19 world championship medals. Canada 
still has the edge in gold medals at the worlds (10-9) and the Olympics 
(4-2), but recent history suggests that the odds dip in Team USA’s favour 
here. 

“It’s no secret that we’ve lost a lot of close games against them when it 
mattered,” said Larocque. 
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Can Canada get back to the No. 1 spot in the world? Especially if it’s by 
way of the Americans? 

It’s difficult to answer, given that we’ve barely seen these teams play 
over the last two years. Canada seems confident in the changes they’ve 
made to their group. They have the top-end skill, but so does Team USA. 

In their pre-tournament game, the U.S. beat ROC 6-0 and looked to have 
loaded up their top line with Hilary Knight, Kendall Coyne Schofield and 
Brianna Decker. They also have Abby Roque, who is due to break out as 
soon as the tournament starts, among other talented players. 

“For us, it’s not looking behind, it’s not looking at what history has said or 
what has happened last year or two years ago or three years ago,” 
Kingsbury said of facing the U.S. “It’s all about where we are now and 
where we’re heading. Our focus, our approach as a team, everything is 
exactly where we need to be right now.” 

Sarah Fillier’s debut 

With the Ivy League season on hiatus due to the pandemic, Fillier took a 
year off from her studies at Princeton to focus on making Canada’s world 
championships and centralization rosters. After making both rosters, 
Fillier knows she made the right choice. 

“It’s been huge,” she said about training in Toronto with national team 
players like Spooner and Jenner. “Normally the question is always about 
how you adapt to the jump from college to senior level. And being home 
for a year and consistently playing and training at that level, I think, the 
gap has been minimized.” 

Fillier, 21, made her debut with the senior team as an 18-year-old at the 
2018 4 Nations Cup, was among the final cuts for the 2019 worlds and 
was set to play in the (cancelled) 2020 worlds. It’s a debut over two years 
in the making for one of Canada’s brightest up-and-coming players. 

She was nominated for the Patty Kazmaier Award in her freshman year 
at Princeton in 2018-19 after she put up nearly two points per game 
(1.97) to lead NCAA women’s hockey. She also led her team in scoring 
(22 goals, 57 points in 29 games) and was named the national Rookie of 
the Year. 

Her coach at Princeton, Cara Morey, said Fillier is one of the best 200-
foot players in North America, and her Canadian teammates and 
coaches agree. 

“She’s pretty dynamic,” Kingsbury said. “She certainly brings a 200-foot 
game, she can score goals, she can play physical, she can get in your 
face, she brings a lot of energy, she’s fast, she really does have a lot of 
great tools here.” 

In Wednesday’s pre-tournament game, Fillier centred a second line with 
Daoust and Natalie Spooner. Expect her to make her official debut on 
Friday. 

The battle in the crease  

For decades, the Canada crease has never been a position with a ton of 
question marks. 

First, there was Manon Rhéaume, a two-time world champion and 
Olympic silver medallist in 1998. Then came Hockey Hall of Fame 
inductee Kim St. Pierre, who helped Canada to two gold medals as a 
starter, and won a third playing the backup, while adding five world 
championships. Shannon Szabados won gold as the starter in 2010 and 
2014, and silver in 2018. 

Now the decorated trio all have moved on and Canada’s starting spot is 
open for the first time in what feels like the history of the women’s world 
championships. 

Kristen Campbell, 23, is the youngest of Canada’s goalies and has yet to 
play a game for the senior national team. Anything can happen over the 
next two weeks, but we’re likely looking at a healthy battle between Ann-
Renée Desbiens and Emerance Maschmeyer for the No. 1 job. 

Desbiens, 27, had a decorated college career at Wisconsin, winning the 
Patty Kazmeier Trophy in 2017 and setting the NCAA record for most 
career shutouts regardless of gender with 55. She also holds the NCAA 
single-season and career records for goals-against average and save 
percentage. She was one of three goalies in PyeongChang and played 
one game. 

Maschmeyer, 26, was left off the last Olympic roster but has the most 
experience with Team Canada, including five worlds rosters, and 21 
career games. And, at the 2016 worlds, her first as a starter, 
Maschmeyer was named goalie of the tournament. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Auston Matthews revealed as cover star as NHL 22 enters 
next generation 

 

Steven Loung August 19, 2021, 11:00 AM 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs superstar centre Auston Matthews has been 
revealed as the cover athlete for EA Sports’ NHL 22. 

This is the second time Matthews has been given the honour to grace the 
cover of the venerable video game franchise as he was also the cover 
star of NHL 20. 

Slated for an Oct. 15 release date, NHL 22 will release on the 
PlayStation 5, Xbox Series X|S, PlayStation 4 and Xbox One. 

Here’s a little more info on the forthcoming game. 

Superstar X-Factors come to CHEL 

First revealed in Madden 20, Superstar X-Factors is a new mechanic 
coming to NHL 22 that adds specific skills and abilities that only the 
game’s very best players can execute. 

For example, in the case of cover boy Matthews, he has an ability called 
“Shock and Awe” which taps into his signature, quick release wrister that 
he uses to find the back of the net in real life. 

“This year, Superstar X-Factors bring a whole new level of elite 
competition and strategy to the game, and you’ll be able to unleash my 
‘Shock and Awe’ ability for exciting shots at the net,” said Matthews in a 
statement. 

Additionally, Edmonton Oilers star forward Leon Draisaitl has an ability 
called “Tape to Tape,” which reflects his elite passing skills and will 
actually modify some of his passing animations and will occasionally 
automatically saucer passes for players if there’s a stick in the way. 

As well, Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy has an X-Factor 
ability called “Contortionist,” which speaks to his athletic goaltending style 
and, in-game, will boost his ability to make highlight-reel body-twisting 
saves. 

These Superstar X-Factor abilities will come in two different flavours: 
Zone Abilities and Superstar Abilities. The difference between the two is 
that a Zone Ability is described as a “game-breaking enhancement” that 
only the best players get – such as Matthews’ “Shock and Awe” skill – 
while Superstar Abilities are skills that more than one player can get and, 
while powerful, don’t reflect a player’s signature style in real life. 

Like in the Madden series, Superstar X-Factors will be interspersed 
throughout all modes of play in NHL 22, including in cards that players 
pull in Hockey Ultimate Team, the characters you can create in World of 
CHEL and the Be A Pro mode, as well as franchise mode, where you’ll 
actually be able to scout for potential X-Factors in prospects. 
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NHL 22 gets a Frostbite upgrade 

In addition to the addition of Superstar X-Factors, the EA Sports NHL 
franchise is getting another major upgrade in NHL 22 with, at long last, 
the game being built on EA’s vaunted Frostbite engine. 

Now in its third generation, put simply, Frostbite is a game engine that 
focuses on greater visual fidelity, with Frostbite 3 putting a particular 
emphasis on higher frame rates, 4K visuals and high dynamic range 
(HDR) lighting. 

It’s a fairly big deal for NHL 22 to be on Frostbite as it reflects the first 
time the series has been on EA’s flagship game engine, despite the fact 
other franchises like FIFA, Madden and Need for Speed having been on 
it for years now. 

“Developing NHL 22 with the Frostbite engine is letting us truly bring the 
series into the next generation,” said Clement Kwong, Producer at EA 
Vancouver in a statement. “The visual upgrade is impressive on its own, 
but the Frostbite engine is also giving us the power to create a lot of 
realism that you’ll really notice once you play.” 

Some of these visual improvements that the team at EA Vancouver seem 
particularly proud of include “micro-details” on player uniforms to the 
point that you can see every stitch made on the sweater as well as the 
HDR lighting that more realistically plays off the ice surface and the 
players themselves. 

Differences between versions of the game 

As mentioned before, NHL 22 will be releasing for the PlayStation 5 and 
Xbox Series X|S as well as for the PlayStation 4 and Xbox One. 

Given the raw power differences between the next-gen and last-gen 
consoles there will, of course, be differences between the two. 

The most obvious one is, obviously, the visual look between the version 
of the game on the next-gen devices will be enhanced. While the game is 
running off Frostbite in both versions of the game, things such as HDR 
lighting and true 4K visuals will simply come across better in machines 
with more powerful graphics cards in them and far more enhanced 
computer processing power. 

If you do happen to get a PlayStation 4 or Xbox One version of the game, 
however, it’s important to know that you will be able to upgrade to the 
next generation version of it if you then happen to get a PlayStation 5 or 
Xbox Series X|S after you get the game. 

This upgrade will allow you to transfer some progress over from your 
save file on the last-gen version of the game, but not everything – 
particularly in HUT – so be warned if you do decide to do this. 

As well, it doesn’t look like cross-play between platforms will be 
supported. So if you want to play together with your buddies it’ll have to 
be on the couch or you’ll all have to get the same version of the game to 
play online. 

It’s worth noting that, if you have a PS5 you can play the PS4 version of 
the game because of the backwards compatibility of the console, so you 
can, theoretically play the PS4 version of the game on your PS5 with 
other PS4 users, it just probably won’t look as good as the actual PS5 
version of the game. 
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USA TODAY / Reports: Owen Power, No. 1 overall pick in NHL draft, to 
return to Michigan for sophomore season 

 

Alyssa Hertel 

 

Owen Power, the No. 1 overall pick of the 2021 NHL draft, will return to 
the University of Michigan next season. 

The 18-year-old defenseman will delay his professional debut in favor of 
a sophomore season with the Wolverines, according to the Buffalo News 
and the Associated Press. 

Power was picked first by the Buffalo Sabres in this year’s draft, one spot 
ahead of Michigan teammate Matthew Beniers. He was the first 
Wolverine to go first overall. In late July, Power became the 16th 
defenseman to be taken first overall since the inception of the amateur 
draft in 1963. 

In returning to Michigan, Power is the first No. 1 pick since 2006 to opt for 
at least one extra year of collegiate hockey before turning pro. The St. 
Louis Blues picked defenseman Erik Johnson first overall in the 2006 
draft, and Johnson spent a season at the University of Minnesota before 
making his debut with the Blues a year later. 

Before the draft, Power was the clear No. 1 pick in many experts’ eyes, 
thanks in part to his performance at the 2021 IIHF World Championship. 
He averaged more than 24 minutes in all three elimination-round games 
before winning gold with Canada. 

Power posted 16 points (three goals, 13 assists) in 26 games during his 
first season at Michigan. He also recorded a plus-minus of +18 and had 
six penalty minutes. Power led all Michigan players in blocked shots with 
40. 

At the end of his first season, Power was named to the Big Ten All-
Freshman Team and was a finalist for Big Ten Freshman of the Year. 
College Hockey News named him Rookie of the Year. 

The Wolverines are a strong favorite to win the NCAA championship with 
Power back in the lineup, and with Beniers possibly returning as well. 
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