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Previewing the 2022 NHL UFA Class: Under-30 Forwards Edition 

It's not too early to gear up for the 2022 UFA class. Here's a 
look at some of the best forwards slated to hit the market 
next summer. 

By Jason Chen 

It’s the summer doldrums.  

Free agency has been quiet as teams focus on arbitration 
hearings, prospect tourneys, training camps and getting fans 
back into the stadium. Marcus Johansson (Seattle) and 
Tomas Tatar (New Jersey) are the only free agents with cap 
hits over $1 million per season who have signed with new 
teams over the past two weeks. 

But, fear not, because we’ll get to do the same song and 
dance next season with a new crop of free agents. Nothing 
beats the excitement and tension of witnessing teams 
drastically altering the course of a franchise in real-time, and 
it’s one of the few times during the season where we can get 
a clear indication of how each team’s front office thinks and 
how far along they think they are in their quest for the 
Stanley Cup.  

Managing the salary cap is a daily exercise, but the best 
teams think far ahead into the future.  

Too many big free agent splashes for aging players become 
detrimental to a team’s cap structure and inevitable buyout 
candidates, but the 2022 class promises to feature more 
intriguing young talent than previous years.  

Here is Part 1 of looking at some of the top under-30 
forwards who are set to become UFA’s next summer: 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames – $6.75 million AAV  

It’s not so much about Johnny Hockey’s production with the 
Flames – 494 career points in 520 games – but his fit. By 
hiring Darryl Sutter for a second stint, the Flames are looking 
to return to the physically grinding, defensive style that made 
them so successful in the mid-2000s. He’s a perimeter 
playmaker who drifts in and out of games with a history of 
poor playoff performances, but talented playmakers like 
Gaudreau are difficult to find. If the Flames don’t pay 
Gaudreau, someone else will, and if doesn’t figure into the 
team’s long-term plans, he’s arguably their best trade chip. 
It’s no secret Gaudreau grew up idolizing the Flyers, another 
team that’s also going through a roster overhaul. Is there a 
possible match there?  

Filip Forsberg, Nashville Predators – $6 million AAV 

GM David Poile made it clear that extending Forsberg is one 
of his biggest priorities and hoped to get him signed before 
the start of the season. But if the Preds stumble out of the 

gates and once again face an uphill climb to make the 
playoffs, there’s always a possibility Forsberg is traded for 
the right price. Consistent top-six wingers such as Forsberg 
are in high demand, and he’s just 27 years old. He’s not 
nearly as dynamic as Gaudreau, but he’s a stronger two-way 
player and far more consistent as well; the big risk is 
Forsberg’s health, having missed significant time over the 
past four seasons due to various injuries.  

Aleksander Barkov, Florida Panthers – $5.9 million AAV 

It would be a colossal, franchise-altering decision if Barkov 
were to hit free agency, who would become the ultimate 
prize, just like how John Tavares ruled the summer of 2018. 
The Panthers are coming off a surprisingly good season and 
GM Bill Zito has made an impeccable impression so far, 
signing Carter Verhaeghe, Anthony Duclair and Alex 
Wennberg last season, claiming Gustav Forsling off waivers, 
trading for Sam Bennett and Patric Hornqvist, and then 
adding Sam Reinhart and Joe Thornton this offseason. A 
winning team, no state tax and winters with sandals – what’s 
not to like?  

Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks – $5.625 million AAV 

“Just keep swimming” is not an option. The Sharks’ Cup 
window has snapped shut and it’s time to sink this team into 
the depths and build for the future. What they decide to do 
with Hertl, who is still in his prime at 27 years old and an 
ideal 1B or No. 2 center with his blend of size and skill, will 
be very telling. There’s a valid argument to re-sign Hertl and 
build around him, but he’s also got a lot of trade value and he 
could bring in a massive haul of futures for a team that lacks 
multiple first-round picks and elite prospects beyond William 
Eklund, whom they just drafted seventh overall. Hertl would 
be a great addition to any team and will be one of the most 
highly-sought centers should he become a free agent.  

Sean Couturier, Philadelphia Flyers – $4.33 million AAV 

There is zero chance the Flyers even let Couturier get close 
to free agency. He’s their top center, a perennial Selke 
candidate and perhaps their future captain with Claude 
Giroux’s contract also expiring in 2022. So, yeah, he's not 
going anywhere. 

Mika Zibanejad, New York Rangers – $5.35 million AAV 
and Ryan Strome, New York Rangers – $4.5 million AAV 

Zibanejad and Strome’s futures are both tied to one player: 
Jack Eichel. There’s no room for all three of them if the 
Rangers manage to pull off that trade, especially with Adam 
Fox and Kaapo Kakko needing extensions and then Alexis 
Lafreniere the season after. Cap space isn’t a big concern for 
the Rangers right now but they have to maintain flexibility 
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going forward with such a young roster, and their long-term 
commitments to Barclay Goodrow and Jacob Trouba could 
become impediments. Right now, the Rangers seem 
committed going into the season with Zibanejad and Strome 
as their top two centers, but given the franchise’s sea 
change this offseason, their futures with the Rangers seem 
very unsure. Zibanejad will be a good fit for teams looking for 
an all-around No. 1 center while Strome is more of a 
complimentary, second-line center who can help on the 
power play.  

Max Domi, Columbus Blue Jackets – $5.3 million AAV 

The Jackets left Domi exposed during the expansion draft for 
good reason and it’s a foregone conclusion he’s not a part of 
the team’s future. He’s not the center the Jackets were 
looking for and his 24 points last season doesn’t assure him 
of a spot in the top two lines, either. Domi’s trade value is 
probably lower than it’s ever been – the Jackets may even 
have to retain salary to trade him – and this is a key season 
for him to try and return to form as an impending free agent. 
However, Domi is just 26 years old and there are teams that 
are willing to gamble on his upside for the right price. 

Nino Niederreiter, Carolina Hurricanes – $5.25 million AAV 
and Vincent Trocheck, Carolina Hurricanes – $4.875 million 
AAV 

Niederreiter is a useful player but for a winger who tops out 
at 25 goals, the cap hit is a little steep. The Canes are 
contending so the only reason Niederreiter or Trocheck get 
moved is if they get a player of similar caliber who can help 
right away in return. Niederreiter’s a middle-six winger who 
has some grit, speed and skill, and he’s the type of player 
whom teams like to overpay – just look at former Wild 
teammate Jason Zucker.  

Trocheck’s made the Panthers look stupid for trading him 
after two subpar but injury-riddled seasons and with 43 
points in 47 games last season has played himself back into 
the conversation as a high-end No. 2 center. He skates well 
and shoots a lot, and gives the Canes quality depth down the 
middle with Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal. Trocheck will 
draw plenty of interest in free agency if he’s not re-signed.  

Rickard Rakell, Anaheim Ducks – $3.79 million AAV 

Perhaps it’s just time for everybody to move on. The Ducks 
are kind of a forgotten team, having failed to make the 
playoffs for three straight seasons and lacking the ability to 
make any of their games exciting because they can’t score. 
Injuries have hampered Rakell’s production lately, but 
perhaps a change of scenery will help him return to form as a 
dependable, top-six winger who can play either wing. The 
Ducks need to keep adding to their prospect pool and trading 
Rakell and Hampus Lindholm, who is also a free agent in 
2022, makes the most sense long term.  

Andre Burakovsky, Colorado Avalanche – $4.9 million AAV 
and Valeri Nichushkin, Colorado Avalanche – $2.5 million 
AAV 

The good news is the Avs have significant amounts of 
money coming off their books in 2022, more than enough to 
give Burakovsky and Nichushkin raises. Burakovsky has 
been a great fit and realized his potential as a top-six winger 
with 89 points in 111 games with the Avs after his 
development stagnated with the Capitals while Nichushkin 
has developed into a very strong defensive player with 
excellent underlying metrics. It’s more likely that Burakovsky 
gets re-signed, but it wouldn’t be surprising if the Avs decide 
to keep both players.  

Calle Jarnkrok, Seattle Kraken – $2 million AAV 

We’re operating under the assumption that the Kraken, like 
the Golden Knights in their inaugural season, win a lot of 
games right away and become a hot destination. But what if 
they don’t? At 29 years old with a career-high of 35 points, 
Jarnkrok doesn’t seem like an important core player even 
though he’s very consistent and coming off a very good 
season with the Predators. Do the Kraken keep him as they 
compete for a playoff spot or trade him for futures? Should 
Jarnkrok become a free agent, he’s a versatile middle-six 
forward who would be an ideal fit for teams looking for quality 
depth.
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About Last Season: Steven Lorentz 2020-21 Performance Review and Grade 

Steven Lorentz established himself as a seventh-round 
success story in his first NHL season.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Steven Lorentz 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

 Age: 25 

 NHL Seasons: 1 

 Scoring: 2 goals, 6 assists, 8 points in 45 games 

 Advanced numbers: 53.42 CF%, 53.08 SCF%, 
53.85 GF% 

 Average TOI: 10:12 ES, 0:04 PP, 0:09 SH 

 Contract status: One year left at $725,000 

Every team needs at least one “feel good story” every 
season, and Steven Lorenz was certainly that for the 2020-
21 Carolina Hurricanes. The 2015 seventh rounder, after a 
long and winding journey through various levels of hockey, 
got a chance to fulfill his dream and make his NHL debut 
early in the season with several lineup regulars out due to 
COVID protocols.  

Lorentz was in and out of the lineup for the next couple 
weeks before eventually claiming a permanent role among 
the Canes’ bottom-six forward group, one he wouldn’t 
relinquish.  

One of the biggest highlights of his season came when he 
scored his first NHL goal in Nashville, a marker that stood up 
as the game winner.  

On the ice, Lorentz proved himself as a prototypical bottom-
six forward, willing to get in on the forecheck and create 
havoc, play physical and work his hardest every shift on the 
ice.  

He might have some more offense to give, however, as his 
possession numbers were positive and he seemed to have 
some poor puck luck in terms of quality chances not going in.  

Off the ice, it was impossible not to feel better after talking to 
Lorentz, hearing him talk or just seeing the smile on his face. 
As a seventh rounder who worked his way up to the NHL, 
Lorentz’s appreciation for being in the NHL always shined 
through.  

No matter what, throughout his rookie season, he always 
seemed to be happy, always had a smile on his face and any 
interview with the 25-year-old forward was a must-watch.  

“You talk to the guy and you come away with a smile on your 
face,” Rod Brind’Amour said of Lorentz. “He’s just happy to 
be alive. He’s happy to have this opportunity to play in the 
NHL, whether there’s zero fans, nothing, whatever. It’s not 
the ideal debut, but he’s just happy to be here. He wants to 
contribute. He doesn’t just want to check the list off that he 
played a game in the NHL. He wants to do something 
special. And you root for guys like that. I don’t know what it is 
about him, but you just do root for him.” 

Lorentz proved capable of playing both center and wing in 
his first NHL season, but, with Derek Stepan in the fold now, 
figures to be a bottom-six winger next season, likely slotting 
in on the fourth line with Stepan and Jordan Martinook. He 
could slide into the middle in the event of an injury though.  

One area Lorentz could make more of an impact going 
forward is on the penalty kill. He played just nine seconds 
per game with Carolina down a man last year, but his skill 
set seems ideal for killing penalties, so it’ll be interesting to 
see if Brind’Amour trusts him with more PK time.  

Lorentz is an RFA after next season, but is the kind of player 
you want around on your team and in the locker room, and 
should be a fixture in the Canes’ bottom six for years to 
come.
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About Last Season: Cedric Paquette 2020-21 Performance Review and Grade 

An early season acquisition, Cedric Paquette came to 
Raleigh and played depth minutes for the Canes at center.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Cedric Paquette 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

 Age: 27 

 NHL Seasons: 7 

 Scoring: 4 goals, 4 assists, 8 points in 47 games (3 
goals, 4 assists, 7 points in 38 games with Carolina) 

 Advanced Numbers with Carolina: 53.64 CF%, 
56.07 SCF%, 41.67 GF% 

 Average TOI with Carolina: 8:49 ES, 0:00 PP, 0:18 
PK 

 Contract Status: Signed 1-year, $950,000 deal with 
Montreal Canadiens this offseason 

An early season acquisition for the Hurricanes, Carolina 
made a trade with the Ottawa Senators after just 11 games 
to bring center Cedric Paquette (along with Alex Galchenyuk) 
to Raleigh in exchange for winger Ryan Dzingel.  

With Paquette, the Canes acquired a fourth-line center to 
play those depth minutes, with Paquette averaging under 10 
minutes per game while playing in 38 with the Hurricanes.  

The advanced numbers for Paquette were good, with a CF% 
and SCF% a good chunk over 50 during his time with the 
Hurricanes. He scored three goals and four assists with 
Carolina, with two of the goals coming against his former 
team, the Tampa Bay Lightning.  

His first game with the Hurricanes came on Feb. 15 in a win 
over the Columbus Blue Jackets, and he scored his first 
goal, against the Lightning, three games later in a 4-0 win 
over the defending Stanley Cup champs. Paquette scored 
early in the final period, making a 2-0 Carolina lead 3-0.  

Paquette went on a two-game goal scoring streak for the 
Canes in late march, tallying in back-to-back wins over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets and the Lightning.  

Paquette also made big contributions in the final few games 
of the season with the Canes’ playoff spot locked down, 
playing over 14 minutes in three of Carolina’s final four 
games, picking up one assist in those four.  

Paquette missed Carolina’s first-round playoff series against 
the Nashville Predators with injury, but returned to play in 
four games of the second-round series against the Lightning. 
He had an assist in the final game, his only point of the 
playoffs.  

As a whole, Paquette came in and offered the Canes some 
depth that they were expecting from him. He didn’t play 
significantly on the power play or penalty kill, nor did he put 
up big numbers on the scoresheet, but he came and played 
minutes on the bottom line.
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About Last Season: Andrei Svechnikov Performance Review and Grade  

The penalties continued and the goal scoring dropped, but 
overall was it really a down year for Svech? 

By Cody Hagan  

Andrei Svechnikov 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

 Age: 21 

 NHL seasons: 3 

 Scoring: 15 goals, 27 assists, 42 points in 55 games 

 Advanced numbers: 54.70 CF%, 54.15 SCF%, 
59.02 GF%, 55.37 xG% 

 Average TOI: 17:32 ES, 2:56 PP, 0:01 SH 

 Contract status: RFA 

Andrei Svechnikov will be the first one to tell you he had 
what he would consider a down year in 2020-21 for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. Svechnikov is his own worst critic when 
it comes to his performance but the criticism may be slightly 
warranted. Going in to his third season in the NHL many 
thought there was a good chance he would lead the Canes 
in goals scored and take that next step to becoming a full-
time first line guy. He did not.  

Svechnikov spent most of the season bouncing all around 
the top nine, never really settling in to a defined slot. While 
he did finish tied for third on the team in scoring with 42 
points (a 62-point pace over 82 games), his goals per game 
was down from his sophomore season. Svechnikov finished 
fifth on the team in goals scored with 15 with only four 
coming on the powerplay.  

The biggest letdown from Svechnikov this season was the 
return of the penalties. Unnecessary penalties have plagued 
Svechnikov his entire career as he has taken 58 penalties 
over his career so far. The next closest player during those 
three years was Dougie Hamilton at 39. For what it’s worth, 
Jaccob Slavin has had just 14 total during that time.  

Svechnikov loves to take stick penalties and take them at 
very inopportune times. He led the team this season with 44 

PIMs. As the season went on some of the calls against 
Svechnikov got a little ridiculous and at times it felt like he 
was being targeted by the officials. The flip side is he has 
gotten better at drawing penalties. He also led the team in 
that category by drawing 18 penalties.  

One of the neater parts of a COVID riddled season was 
getting to see Andrei Svechnikov vs Evgeny Svechnikov. 
That happened on March 16th vs the Detroit Red Wings and 
you could tell it meant a lot to both guys. With Evgeny 
struggling to make it full-time in the NHL, many wondered if 
this moment would ever happen. It was a night to remember 
for the Svechnikov brothers and it was reminiscent of the 
night three Staal brothers played together for the Canes.  

It’s easy to criticize Svechnikov for his penalties and not 
quite meeting expectations but it’s also easy to see that 
maybe the expectations were too high. Looking at a guy with 
a 62-point pace over 82 games and saying he had a down 
year shows that many think he should be up there with 
Sebastian Aho in scoring and maybe Svechnikov just isn’t 
there yet. It also doesn’t help his case that Martin Necas was 
the new flashy kid on the block this year. Necas wowed with 
his speed and goal scoring ability and took some of the 
spotlight away from Svechnikov.  

It will be very interesting to see what kind of contract 
Svechnikov ends up signing this offseason. It’s a matter of 
time for when he signs not if but the number and term will be 
fascinating to watch. Does he get eight years at $7+ million 
or is it a bridge deal at three years and closer to $6 million?  

In the end there’s no doubt that Svechnikov is a true core 
piece to the future of the Hurricanes but it does seem like 
there’s still another gear he can get to where he becomes a 
superstar not just a top-six forward. This season was just a 
season for Svechnikov. Nothing special but nothing subpar. 
Can he elevate to that next level and push Sebastian Aho for 
the scoring title on the team? That’s one of the biggest 
questions remaining for the Canes as they look to go from a 
playoff team to a Stanley Cup favorite.
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Gust re-signs with Wolves 

The Chicago Wolves announced Friday they have signed 
forward David Gust to a Standard Player Contract (SPC) for 
the 2021-22 season. 

The 27-year-old Orland Park native notched two goals and 
two assists in 16 appearances for the Wolves last season. 
Prior to joining the Wolves, Gust spent three seasons in the 
American Hockey League (AHL) with Bakersfield and 
Charlotte, recording 42 goals and 46 assists in 172 
appearances. 

Before turning pro, Gust produced 37 goals and 57 assists 
over 126 games at the Ohio State University. Additionally, he 
was a three-time Ohio State Scholar-Athlete and a two-time 
Academic All-Big Ten selection. 

Gust joins forward Kyle Marino, goaltender Dylan Wells and 
defenseman Artyom Serikov as Wolves signees this 
offseason. 

The Chicago Wolves open the 2021-22 season against the 
Rockford IceHogs on Saturday, Oct. 16, at Allstate Arena 
and will host 16 Saturday night games and 11 Sunday 
afternoons as part of their 38-game home schedule. 

Wolves Flex Packs consist of 10 ticket vouchers you can use 
for any game in any amount. To take advantage of this 
flexibility and savings, email a Wolves ticket representative 
here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.

 

 

  

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/previewing-the-2022-nhl-ufa-class-part-1 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/20/22632901/about-last-season-carolina-hurricanes-steven-lorentz-2020-21-performance-review-and-grade 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/21/22635705/about-last-season-cedric-paquette-2020-21-performance-review-and-grade 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/22/22631763/about-last-season-andrei-svechnikov-performance-review-and-grade-carolina-hurricanes-
brothers-svech 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/08/20/gust-re-signs-with-wolves-2/ 
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USA TODAY / Three teenage hockey players die in car crash in British 
Columbia 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

A car accident has left three junior hockey players dead in Canada.  

Caleb Reimer, 16; Parker Magnuson, 17; and Ronin Sharma, 16, were 
killed when the vehicle they were in crashed into a tree early Saturday 
morning in British Columbia, according to the Vancouver Sun.  

All three had played at the Delta Hockey Academy.  

Reimer was a first-round draft selection of the Edmonton Oil Kings of the 
Western Hockey League two years ago.  

The NHL commented on the tragedy Sunday:  

"The NHL sends its love and deepest condolences to the families of 
junior hockey players Caleb Reimer, Ronin Sharma and Parker 
Magnuson who tragically passed away in a car accident on Saturday," 
the league said in a statement. "Rest in peace boys." 

USA TODAY LOADED: 08.23.2021 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 


