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About Last Season: Vincent Trocheck 2020-21 Performance Review and Grade 

The Canes finally landed a true number two centerman at 
the 2020 deadline, and he finally managed to live up to the 
hype this season with a monster performance. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Vincent Trocheck 2020-21 Season By The Numbers 

 Age: 28 

 NHL Seasons: 8 

 Scoring: 17 goals, 26 assists, 43 points in 47 games 

 Advanced Numbers: 54.38 CF%, 55.40 SCF%, 
56.73 xGF%, 60.98 GF% 

 Average TOI: 14:15 ES, 2:56 PP, 1:02 SH 

 Contract Status: 1 year left at $4.75 million AAV 

The Canes had, for years, sought a true second-line center 
to supplement their forward group after the emergence of 
Sebastian Aho as their number one.  

With a rotating cast of names like Jordan Staal, Victor Rask, 
Erik Haula and even Derek Ryan as well as many more 
trying to provide some stability to the top-six, the Canes 
never found that right fit. 

But in 2020, the Hurricanes pulled off a big move at the trade 
deadline to bring in Vincent Trocheck from the Florida 
Panthers and after a slow start to his Carolina Hurricanes’ 
career, it seems like they finally have the high-level player 
they needed. 

Trocheck’s emergence created a ripple effect down the 
lineup, giving Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas a stable 
center, providing the Hurricanes with another talented 
netfront power play option and, most notably, relieving some 
of the pressure off of captain Jordan Staal, 

Trocheck’s line with Niederreiter and Necas was the 
Hurricanes’ most used line at even strength — with nearly 
200 more minutes of ice time than the next best trio 
according to MoneyPuck.com.  

The trio gave the Canes a reliable scoring line while the 
normal top line was in disarray, with Teuvo Teravainen 
missing most of the year due to injuries and Andrei 
Svechnikov going through a tough spell of scoring troubles.  

Lucky enough for Carolina, the Trocheck line normally 
dominated opponents in terms of both possession and 
scoring.  

A big part of Trocheck’s success can be credited to a perfect 
balance of high-end skill and a never-ending motor. Willing to 
hit, battle for pucks deep along the boards and chase and 

harass puck carriers all over the ice, Trocheck’s compete 
level was a big reason why his line worked.  

His forechecking acumen fit well in the Hurricanes’ system 
and paired with another skilled forechecker like Niederreiter 
and a player who could seamlessly create space like Necas, 
the line was a headache for opponents.  

His compete level also showed up in the amount of penalties 
he drew, finishing fourth on the team in total drawn minors 
(14).  

Trocheck was also— as should be expected — in the top-
five among all Canes forwards in most 5v5 advanced 
analytics according the NaturalStatTrick.com: 54.38 CF%, 
56.28 SF%, 55.4 SCF%, 60.98 GF% and 56.73 xGF%. 

The only area where he wasn’t among the top of Hurricanes’ 
forwards was in high-danger chance generation. Trocheck, 
while still having a positive HDCF%, was 11th among all 
Carolina forwards for high danger chances for (52.42%).  

And it’s here where was can see a bit of a weakness.  

Trocheck’s line was getting results with a high actual goals 
for percentage, but the fact was that the line was a high-risk, 
high-reward line.  

While they normally did dominate possession, the fact that all 
three were aggressive forecheckers meant that any 
breakdown would give opponents an easier chance to create 
something at the other end, 

A bit of a saving grace for the line however, was the fact that 
they had the highest total on-ice save percentage among all 
skaters at 5v5 — around 95% — according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

But Trocheck was brought in for his offensive abilities and 
the fact of the matter is that his defense isn’t anything to 
really be too concerned over, especially with his level of 
offensive production. 

For one, he managed to revitalize the power play and even 
help lift it to a whole new level with his netfront abilities as 
the infusion of him onto the top unit instantly helped boost 
the Canes’ PP to one of the best in the league.  

The Hurricanes’ 2020 power play was sunk most notably 
after Erik Haula’s mid-season decline because nobody was 
providing that same netfront presence and scoring, but the 
reemergence of Trocheck in that role made the unit click 
again this season. 

He was able to facilitate getting passing lanes open from 
behind the net and knew when to get to the front for 
deflections. He was perfect for the role and really helped the 
Canes’ power play blossom again. 
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The Canes also found themselves with a three-headed beast 
down the middle with Aho, Trocheck and Staal all having 
tremendous seasons, which was all predicated on the ability 
of Trocheck to provide that offensive punch with the second 
line to force opponents to stretch their defensive 
assignments out.  

Opponents could no longer just focus all of their attention 
onto Aho’s lines, and with the secondary units having to now 
be aware of Trochek’s line too, Staal’s line was left wide 
open to do some damage and that’s exactly what the captain 
did this season. 

Trocheck was also one of Carolina’s most reliable players 
throughout the season in multiple facets. He was 19th in the 
entire league in faceoff win percentage (56%), second on the 
team in points (43), third in goals (17) and fourth in hits 
(107).  

He had been seeing a sharp decline in play for a few 
seasons prior after his gruesome leg injury in Florida, but it 
finally seems that he is fully recovered from that injury and 
was headed back to the form that made him an all-star. 

Trocheck came in clutch for the Hurricanes with quite a few 
timely goals, but he did run into a bit of a slump down the 
road, finishing off the season on a 14-game goalless 
drought, which stretched a bit further into the playoffs. 

He also had some injury issues throughout the season and 
into the playoffs — missing three weeks in March due to an 
upper-body injury and suffering a sprained MCL against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the postseason. 

But Trocheck didn’t let injuries stop him and he did manage 
to play the final game of the Canes’ season despite the 
sprain. 

“It was an elimination game,” Trocheck said on playing 
through the injury. “It’s just the feeling that if the season was 
going to end, I didn’t want it to be with me in the stands and 
me not at least giving an effort to help my team to keep 
going.” 

It was that attitude too that explained how Trocheck 
cemented himself as an integral leader in the room. 
Throughout the season he showcased his leadership both in 
his drive to succeed as well as the way his teammates were 
drawn to him.  

His leadership was also recognized by the team when he 
was presented the opportunity to wear the “A” in the final 
regular season game of the year. 

Trocheck had very high expectations coming into this season 
based on the role he was expected to fill and despite some 
heightened doubts after last season, he lived up to the 
expectations.

 

 

 

Q-and-A with Beck Warm 

Chicago Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky described 
goaltender Beck Warm as one of the team’s most pleasant 
surprises of the 2021 season. 

Signed by the Wolves to an AHL contract, Warm played well 
from the start, earned a two-way contract with the NHL’s 
Carolina Hurricanes midway through the year and helped the 
Wolves win the Central Division for the fourth time in five 
years. 

Warm finished the season with an 8-4-1 record and 2.74 
goals-against average and earned the goaltender spot on the 
AHL’s all-Central Division team. 

The 22-year-old will head to North Carolina soon to prepare 
for the Prospect Showcase from Sept. 8-21 in Florida, so we 
thought we’d get the scoop on his offseason. 

Q: Outside of hockey, what have you been up to this 
summer? 

A: I’ve been in Kelowna, British Columbia, so I’ve been on 
the lake a lot and also been golfing a lot. Other than that, I’ve 
been spending time with family and friends! 

Q: Do you have a top moment of the summer so far? 
A: My oldest brother’s wedding! 

Q: Switching gears to hockey, where have you been training 
and what have you been working on? 
A: I’m skating at Prospera Place in Kelowna. I’m with Justin 
Schultz, James Reimer and Mike Smith every day! I’ve 
mostly been working on strength and flexibility. 

Q: Are you doing anything differently this offseason — either 
physically or mentally — knowing that we have a full 76-
game slate season? 
A: No, I’m keeping my training consistent from the last few 
years. Knowing I’ve had success doing the things that I’ve 
been doing, I’m trusting that and staying consistent!
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The Athletic / Sidney Crosby and Nicklas Lidstrom on the same roster? 
Selecting the Avalanche All-Teammate Team 

 

By Peter Baugh Aug 24, 2021 62  

 

The offseason has reached its slowest point. Rosters are mostly set, but 
training camp is still weeks away. So, as anticipation builds, The Athletic 
constructed an Avalanche All-Teammate Team looking at the best 
players who ever suited up with current Colorado players. 

Here are the guidelines for the roster: 

A current Avalanche player must have been teammates with a selected 
player on a non-national team for a minimum of one game. Teammates 
who only overlapped on Olympic, world championship or junior world 
championship rosters are not eligible. 

Each Avalanche player can only be used once. Newly signed forward 
Darren Helm played on incredible Red Wings teams but he’s only 
allowed one former teammate on the roster. 

Former Avalanche teammates do not count. Jarome Iginla, for example, 
isn’t eligible despite the fact that he played on the Avalanche with Nathan 
MacKinnon and Gabriel Landeskog, among other current players. But 
someone like Brandon Saad (who did not make the roster) would still be 
eligible because he played with Ryan Murray (in Columbus) and Dennis 
Gilbert (in Chicago) on other teams. 

All current Avalanche players are ineligible. MacKinnon does not count 
as Landeskog’s best teammate in this exercise. 

This roster considers players at the peaks of their careers. There are 
plenty of current players on the All-Teammate team who were brilliant in 
their primes but might not be at that level anymore. 

The roster avoids stretching too far, so new two-way players like Dylan 
Sikura are not used, even though Duncan Keith would’ve been a strong 
addition to the team. 

And now, the roster: 

Forwards 

First line 

Left wing: Alex Ovechkin 

Former teammate: Andre Burakovsky 

Burakovsky and Ovechkin won the Stanley Cup together in 2018, and the 
Capitals captain also took home the Conn Smythe that year, adding to a 
resume that also includes three Hart Trophies and 12 All-Star selections. 
As one of the top goal scorers in NHL history, Ovechkin is an easy 
choice for top line left wing. And think of the damage he would do playing 
alongside … 

Center: Sidney Crosby 

Former teammate: Jayson Megna 

Megna has played 128 NHL games but he’s fit some high-quality 
teammates into that limited tenure, including Crosby, MacKinnon and 
Henrik Sedin. Crosby and Ovechkin are faces of a hockey generation, so 
it makes sense for them to share a line on the illustrious Avalanche All-
Teammate Team. Unfortunately for Evgeni Malkin and Sedin, they won’t 
make the roster since only one former Megna teammate is allowed. 

Right wing: Patrick Kane 

Former teammate: Dennis Gilbert 

Kane had more former teammates on last year’s team, but with Saad and 
Carl Soderberg gone, Gilbert is his one remaining link to the Avalanche. 
Between him, Ovechkin and Crosby, the top line has seven Stanley 
Cups, four Conn Smythe Trophies and six Hart Trophies. Not too shabby. 

Second line 

Left wing: Paul Kariya 

Former teammate: Erik Johnson 

Kariya is the only member of this team who played for the Avalanche, 
playing with the team in 2003-04. But his connection to the current roster 
comes through St. Louis, where he played with Erik Johnson, the 
longest-tenured member of the Avalanche. Kariya was a speedy, exciting 
player and is in the Hall of Fame. 

Center: Auston Matthews 

Former teammate: Nazem Kadri 

Nazem Kadri’s decade in Toronto saw him overlap with a number of 
great players, and Matthews might be the best of all of them. The 
Toronto star is perhaps the most effective goal scorer in the NHL, tallying 
41 goals in 52 games last season, and he likely would have won the Hart 
Trophy if not for Connor McDavid’s brilliance in Edmonton. 

Right wing: Ilya Kovalchuk 
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Former teammate: Kurtis MacDermid 

MacDermid, who came to the Avalanche in a trade with Seattle this 
offseason, played with Kovalchuk on the Kings. Kovalchuk was the No. 1 
pick in 2001 and he won the 2003-04 Rocket Richard Trophy. He also 
has postseason experience, helping the Devils to a Stanley Cup Final 
appearance in 2011-12. 

Third line 

Left wing: Artemi Panarin 

Former teammate: Ryan Murray 

Ryan Murray overlapped with Panarin in Columbus, and the Russian 
winger has averaged more than a point per game in his six-year career. 
He has Hart Trophy potential, finishing third in the voting in 2019-20. 

Center: Aleksander Barkov 

Former teammate: Jacob MacDonald 

The Avalanche selected MacKinnon No. 1 in the 2013 draft and Barkov 
went one pick later to Florida. He averaged more than a point per game 
last season and won the Selke Trophy for his defensive prowess. 
MacDonald played two games with him in Florida. 

Right wing: Jeff Skinner 

Former teammate: Gabriel Landeskog 

Landeskog was a junior teammate with Skinner on the Kitchener 
Rangers in the OHL. Though he’s had a disappointing past two seasons 
in Buffalo, Skinner had a productive tenure with the Carolina Hurricanes 
and won the Calder Trophy in 2010-11. He also had a 40-goal season 
before his time with the Sabres got rocky. 

Fourth line 

Left wing: Jamie Benn 

Former teammate: Valeri Nichushkin 

Valeri Nichushkin overlapped with Benn in Dallas, and the Stars captain 
brings physicality, scoring and leadership abilities. 

Center: Ryan Getzlaf 

Former teammate: Kiefer Sherwood 

Though he got in a fight with former Avalanche center Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare last season, Getzlaf is still more than welcome on this roster. 
He’s spent his entire career with Anaheim, where he won a Stanley Cup. 

Right wing: Brock Boeser 

Former teammate: Tyson Jost 

Boeser and Jost were college teammates at North Dakota, and Boeser 
has put together a good start to his career in Vancouver, helping the 
Canucks to the second round of the playoffs in 2020. 

Defensemen 

First pairing 

Left defenseman: Nicklas Lidstrom 

Former teammate: Darren Helm 

Helm has a plethora of former Red Wings teammates who could’ve made 
this roster, including Pavel Datsyuk, Chris Chelios, Henrik Zetterberg and 
Dominik Hasek. But Stanley Cup champions need a defensive anchor, 
and few have been better in that role than Nicklas Lidstrom, a seven-time 
Norris Trophy winner and four-time Cup champion. Lidstrom’s addition to 
the All-Teammate Team most certainly was a contributing factor in Joe 
Sakic signing Helm to a one-year, $1 million contract this offseason, 
right? 

Right defenseman: Drew Doughty 

Former teammate: Darcy Kuemper 

With a massive contract and advanced metrics that don’t match his 
reputation, Doughty has become a polarizing defenseman. But at his 
peak, he was one of the game’s best, winning a Norris Trophy and 
helping the Kings win the Stanley Cup twice. And this imaginary roster 
doesn’t have a salary cap, so his contract doesn’t cause any problems. 

Second pairing 

Left defenseman: MacKenzie Weegar 

Former teammate: Nathan MacKinnon 

MacKinnon and Weegar both played junior for the Halifax Mooseheads. 
With the Panthers last season, Weegar finished eighth in Norris Trophy 
voting. He’s had an impressive rise considering he was a seventh-round 
pick. 

Right defenseman: P.K. Subban 

Former teammate: Mikhail Maltsev 

The Avalanche acquired Maltsev, a young center, in the Ryan Graves 
deal, and the Russian forward played with Subban in New Jersey last 
season. Subban won the Norris Trophy in 2013 and, before heading to 
the Devils, helped the Predators to a Stanley Cup Final appearance in 
2017. 

Third pairing 

Left defenseman: Adam Pelech 

Former teammate: Devon Toews 

Pelech and Toews went to a conference finals together with the Islanders 
and, after Toews went to Colorado, Pelech and New York came within a 
game of a Stanley Cup Final appearance last season. 

Right defenseman: Seth Jones 

Former teammate: J.T. Compher 

Jones had some stellar years in Columbus before a downturn in 2021, 
but he’ll look for a fresh start in Chicago this season. He and Compher 
played together with the U.S. National Team Development Program. 

Goaltenders 

Starter: Pekka Rinne 

Former teammate: Samuel Girard 

Rinne, who retired this offseason, is potentially the greatest Nashville 
Predators player of all time. He won a Vezina Trophy, led them to a 
Stanley Cup Final appearance and was a two-time All-Star selection. 
Girard played with him before coming to the Avalanche in a three-team 
deal that included forward Matt Duchene. 

Backup: Spencer Knight 

Former teammate: Alex Newhook 

Knight is one of the more promising young goaltenders in the league and 
he and Newhook played together at Boston College. Both made their 
NHL debuts last season. 

The Athletic LOADED: 08.25.2021 
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The Athletic / ‘He sent you here’: How a surprise visit with the Stanley 
Cup delivered joy amid sadness 

 

Joe Smith Aug 24, 2021 142  
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Four days after winning the Stanley Cup, Ryan McDonagh and Pat 
Maroon popped on a golf cart in their Davis Islands, Fla., neighborhood. 

They had hockey’s holy grail sitting shotgun as they planned to visit their 
favorite pre-game spot, DI Coffee Bar. ESPN producers for “Quest for the 
Cup” TV program had joined McDonagh for a trip there earlier in the 
playoffs, and felt this would be a perfect bookend for the behind-the-
scenes series. 

McDonagh brought his 4-year-old daughter Falan and Maroon’s 13-year-
old son Anthony joined them for the short ride on a beautiful Sunday 
afternoon. The two veteran players wore black T-shirts, shorts and 
backward baseball caps and were mobbed and cheered by a crowd at 
the coffee bar. Their favorite barista, who often poured their pregame 
iced coffees, kissed the Cup. 

“Tastes like beer,” she joked. 

The producers believed they got their shot. The players thought they 
were heading home. 

But Maroon’s son had an idea: 

“Dad,” Anthony said. “We should stop at a random Bolts’ fan’s house and 
see their reaction.” 

Maroon and McDonagh looked at each other and said, “Let’s do it.” 

And so off they went. When they cut through a side street and turned left 
on West Davis Boulevard, they spotted a home with a huge, blue “Go 
Bolts!” sign, with a Tampa Bay Buccaneers one right above it. 

As soon as they pulled into the driveaway of the Mediterranean-style, 
five-bedroom house, 10-year-old Charlie Pennington zipped up on his 
scooter. 

“Hey guys, this is my house,” he said. 

“Your parents home?” McDonagh asked. 

“Let’s knock on the door,” Maroon said. 

Charlie’s father, Chris, a furniture store owner, had nodded off in the 
foyer while looking at real estate on his iPad when he heard several 
pounds on the window. 

“Come on out, dad!” Maroon yelled. 

What happened next was a moment neither player will ever forget. 

“My son must have got a sign somewhere, knowing that this is the house 
we need to go to,” Maroon said. “If you believe in that stuff.” 

The Penningtons — Camille, 16, Chris, Charlie, 10, and Luci — in front of 
their Davis Islands home. (Joe Smith / The Athletic) 

The Lightning sign has been out front of the Pennington’s home for a few 
years now. 

And it was there mostly because of their oldest son, Bryan. 

Bryan was 6 feet, 7 inches tall, a big kid with a larger-than-life 
personality. His appetite was legendary. He could crush two pizzas and a 
half-gallon of ice cream in 30 minutes. But his passion for sports was just 
as insatiable. He played football and basketball at Plant High School in 
Tampa before moving on to the University of South Florida’s St. 
Petersburg campus. 

“I wouldn’t know anything about sports if it wasn’t for him,” says sister 
Camille, a 16-year-old Plant junior. “He turned on every single game that 
Tampa was ever playing, no matter the sport. He’d sit there and scream 
at the TV — no one else could touch the remote. He’d jump up and down 
and yell, ‘Let’s Go!’” 

“I liked sports,” says mother Luci Pennington, a Delta flight attendant. 
“Bryan loved sports. He was a bigger fan than the four of us combined.” 

Though Bryan didn’t play hockey, he rarely missed watching a Lightning 
game. His friends’ parents would often have tickets, and he’d make 
regular visits to Amalie Arena in Tampa. They’d meet at his Davis Islands 
home and go from there, with Bryan telling them: “You can’t miss it. It’s 
the house with the big Bolts sign out front.” 

Bryan wore a blue Lightning quarter-zip shirt religiously. He’d tell his 
parents, his friends and anyone who would listen that they were going to 
win the Cup. His favorite player was Andrei Vasilevskiy, with Bryan in 
awe of the 6-foot-3 Russian goaltender’s flexibility. When Chris acquired 
a game-worn Vasilevskiy signed jersey (and stick) in an auction for 
$2,800, Bryan sneakily tried to grab it out of the closet and try it out. 

“You’ve got to wear it,” he told his mother. “Not let it collect dust in the 
closet.” 

The only time Bryan wasn’t watching sports, he and his mother caught a 
crime show or “60 Minutes.” He wanted to be a detective, which is why 
he studied criminology at USF. “He loved solving puzzles,” Luci says. 
“And helping people.” 

Girls at school considered Bryan a protector, like he was for his family. 
On the field or court, he was the enforcer. 

“It felt like nothing could happen to him,” Luci says. 

He broke his arm once, he broke his leg. But they were always able to be 
repaired. 

“Like Humpty Dumpty,” Luci says. 

He accidentally chopped part of his finger off. One day he dropped a 
weight bar on his face, knocking out some teeth. 

“That’s probably why he liked hockey players,” Luci jokes. 

After months of quarantining due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Bryan 
planned to finally join his friends in South Tampa for a birthday party on 
June 5, 2020. They were going to a buddy’s house, then a few spots on 
Howard Avenue. 

“I won’t be gone long, mom,” Bryan said. 

He spent several hours with friends and then Ubered to a buddy’s house, 
where he planned to spend the night, Luci says. But at around 2 a.m., 
Bryan decided to make the short drive home. It had been a rainy day, so 
Luci worried the roads were slick. 

“For some reason, he left,” Luci says. “Who knows why? I wish I did.” 

There’s a small bridge with a hill in Davis Islands called “Thrill Hill.” Luci 
says Bryan was like a lot of kids who would take a quick drive over the 
bridge and curve around by the airport before coming home. 

On this particular night, police say, Bryan was driving his silver SUV 
southbound on West Davis Boulevard at “excessive” speed when he 
crashed into a concrete bridge barrier on Thrill Hill. 

The cops showed up at her door at 2 a.m. and Luci knew immediately it 
was going to be bad news. Their Goldendoodle, Annie, was barking. Luci 
didn’t want to answer the door. Maybe if she ignored it, it wouldn’t be 
real. 

But it was. Bryan was gone. He died at age 23, three blocks past his 
home. 

“You’re just in shock,” she says. “The worst moment of my life.” 

Camille came down the stairs when she heard her mom open the door. 

“Mom, you can fix him,” Camille said. “You’ve always been able to.” 

“Sweetie,” her mother said. “This is past that. It’s too big.” 

Charlie had stayed up, too. He was planning on playing video games with 
Bryan when his older brother got home. They were inseparable, always 
competing. Who could run faster? Who could do the most pushups? 
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Bryan was so proud of his little brother, whose nickname is “Bolt” for how 
fast he is. 

When Bryan died, Charlie told his mother not to worry, that she’ll always 
have a piece of Bryan because he “lives in me.” “You have a 2-for-1,” he 
said. “I know he doesn’t have a body anymore, but I’ll share mine with 
him so we can do sports together.” 

Last summer, Luci found out how. Charlie was picked for the Bayshore 
Little League All-Star team. He was an undersized underdog, not 
expected to play much, Luci says. He had two at-bats in the tournament. 
The first was a triple. The second one, Charlie pinch-hit. He wasn’t ready. 
He looked up at the sky, and saw a flash. 

“I took that as a sign from my brother, ‘Let’s Go!’” Charlie told his mom. 

Charlie hit the ball out of the park for the only homer of the All-Star 
tourney. 

“Mom,” Charlie said. “It was Bryan.” 

“I know,” Luci replied. “I can feel him sometimes too.” 

Luci had just gotten back from a run down Bayshore Boulevard on that 
Sunday afternoon last month when she heard Annie bark. 

Her husband, Chris, woke up to Maroon’s knocking on the glass. He 
greeted the players, then went to get Luci, who was back planting flowers 
in the garden. Her earbuds were still in from the run, her fingers covered 
in dirt. She came to the door and saw McDonagh holding the Stanley 
Cup. 

She was happy. Then she got sad. Bryan would have loved this. She 
looked at Maroon, another big, charismatic figure. “I was like, ‘Wow, 
(Bryan) is here,” she said. 

“Can I have a hug?” she asked Maroon. 

Luci told Maroon, McDonagh and the ESPN crew the story. How Bryan, 
who died three months before Tampa Bay won the Cup in the Edmonton 
bubble, always believed. 

“He told me you guys were going to win,” Luci told them. “So you have a 
little angel up there working for you. It makes me so happy.” 

“I’m teary-eyed now,” Maroon says. “I’m glad we picked this house.” 

The Penningtons had lived in McDonagh and Maroon’s neighborhood the 
past few years — literally a two-minute golf cart ride away. But this was 
the first time they had ever seen them, other than on TV. 

“I think he sent you here,” Luci said. “Like a magnet.” 

Maroon pulled his T-shirt around his eyes. 

“It was a very special moment in my career,” Maroon recalled last week. 
“It’s not just about winning the Cup. It’s showing up to the house and 
seeing what that meant to her and meant a lot to her son, too. Those are 
the moments we live for as athletes.” 

The players were only at the Pennington house for 5-10 minutes. They 
posed for a few photos. They chatted. They hugged. Chris said it was the 
most he’s ever seen Charlie smile. It was the only house the players 
visited that day. 

“It caught me off guard,” McDonagh says. “But there’s something, an 
awe, about the Stanley Cup. It has a way of finding its way to people that 
maybe deserve to hold it or see it. No one wants to have someone go 
through what they had to go through, losing their son like that. To hear 
how much of a Bolts fan he was, it was just a meant-to-be kind of thing. 
To be in the same house he lived in, to have his parents and brother see 
it, and pass it along to him watching from above.” 

Luci said she watched Lightning games this season just to feel close to 
Bryan. There are photos of him in most rooms of their house, with his 
mother keeping the large portrait from his memorial in the kitchen area. 

She plans to hang his criminology diploma, sent to the family 
posthumously in December. 

“He always said, ‘Mom, I’ll finish,” she said. 

The family got bombarded with messages after the ESPN clip aired in 
mid-July. “How’d you get them to come over?” “Do you know them?” 

Luci admits she sounds weird saying it, but it was because of Bryan. 

“It was very, very emotional,” Luci says. “I felt a connection with him 
through this experience. He was an over-the-top fan and would have 
wanted them to come to his house. 

“I can’t see my son physically, but we’ll have this fun story to share when 
I do. It was just a dream. Like a wink from my son.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 08.25.2021 
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USA TODAY / 'You paved the way for me:' Philadelphia Flyers' Kevin 
Hayes pays tribute to late brother Jimmy 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Philadelphia Flyers forward Kevin Hayes paid tribute Tuesday to his 
hockey-playing older brother Jimmy, who died at age 31 a day earlier. 

Kevin, 29, and Jimmy played together at Boston College in 2010-11, one 
year after his brother helped the Eagles win an NCAA championship. 
Kevin played four seasons at the school, winning a national title in 2012, 
and entered the NHL in 2014-15, three years after Jimmy. 

"My whole life it has always been Jimmy and Kevin or the Hayes 
brothers. I have followed you around since I can remember and I 
wouldn’t want it any other way," Kevin wrote in an Instagram post. 
"Whether it was youth hockey, Nobles, Boston College or the NHL, you 
paved the way for me. You taught me everything I needed to know in 
order to succeed." 

The Boston Globe reported that authorities responded to Jimmy's Milton, 
Massachusetts, home on Monday, where he was pronounced dead. He 
and his wife, Kristen, had celebrated their son Beau's second birthday 
during the weekend. The couple also had a 3-month-old son, Mac. 

Kevin Hayes is entering his third season with the Flyers and eighth 
overall in the NHL. Jimmy played seven NHL seasons with the Chicago 
Blackhawks, Florida Panthers, hometown Boston Bruins and New Jersey 
Devils. He wrapped up his professional hockey career in the American 
Hockey League in 2018-19. 

Kevin reflected on the personal side of his brother during his tribute. 

"You lit up every single room you walked into with your smile and positive 
attitude," Kevin wrote. "Everyone wanted to be around Jim, the big, 
goofy, horrible dancer, funny, genuine and kindest person around. I will 
never forget the times we shared or the memories we made and know 
that I will try my hardest to have your legacy live on. 

"Our world lost someone special and I don’t know if I will ever be the 
same but till we meet again, I LOVE YOU JIM!" 
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