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With Svechnikov re-signed, Hurricanes only have one piece of unfinished summer 
business  

By Luke DeCock  

With Andrei Svechnikov finally re-signed to a long-term deal, 
there’s only one unchecked box left on the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ offseason to-do list.  

There’s still a hole on the depth chart for one more skilled 
winger and about $4.5 million in cap space left to fill it. With a 
month to go before the first preseason game, it’s really a 
question of whether the Hurricanes want to spend that 
money now or preserve that flexibility to load up at the trade 
deadline. 

The most important skilled winger on the roster is 
Svechnikov, coming off a disappointing third season with the 
contract negotiations hanging over his head but at 21 still just 
scratching the surface of his extraordinary talent. It’s 
unfortunate it took more than a year of off-and-on 
negotiations to come to what certainly looks like a 
reasonable compromise for both sides on Thursday -- eight 
years at a cap hit of $7.75 million per season -- but at least 
the Hurricanes avoided any offer-sheet embarrassment this 
time around. 

As with that extended drama with Sebastian Aho, dragging 
things out had a deleterious effect on Svechnikov and by 
extension the Hurricanes, who desperately could have used 
a goal or two from Svechnikov in the postseason. 

That said, the Hurricanes and Svechnikov landed in a good 
spot and well before training camp. If Svechnikov can 
resume the career trajectory he was on after his sophomore 
season -- and there’s no reason to believe he can’t or won’t -
- this contract will be a bargain for the Hurricanes.  

There’s also the security in knowing their cap situation now, 
secure in the knowledge of exactly how much they can 
spend in search of more firepower should they choose to do 
so. 

And they should: For a team with Stanley Cup aspirations 
even after the free-agent departure of Dougie Hamilton, 

using that cap space on a top-nine forward would upgrade 
the one area that went generally unrenovated this offseason. 

“If something comes up that makes sense between now and 
when we start we’ll take a look at it,” Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said Thursday. “If not, it gives us a lot 
of flexibility during the year.” 

They swapped out both goalies, retooled the defense in the 
wake of Hamilton’s departure and renovated the fourth line. 
The one area where there’s been no upgrade is among the 
top nine forwards, where the exits of Brock McGinn and 
Warren Foegele essentially leave one spot open.  

They’re set at center with Aho, Vincent Trocheck and Jordan 
Staal down the middle, so it’s really just a winger -- and 
preferably on the left, although that’s required -- on the 
shopping list. With Svechnikov’s deal done, the Hurricanes 
can now pursue that help in earnest and there ought to be 
options in that $4 million window. 

There would be more and better options if they could figure 
out a way to wriggle out from under Jake Gardiner’s contract, 
with two years left to go at $4 million per for a defenseman 
who, with the addition of veterans Ian Cole and Brendan 
Smith in free agency this summer, is entirely surplus to 
requirements. 

It may be easier to solve cold fusion than shed that contract 
at a reasonable price, but stranger things have happened. In 
the interim, absent a sweetened deal or long-term injured 
reserve machinations, the Hurricanes will have to drag the 
remaining two years of the Gardiner contract around like 
luggage. 

That extra $4 million in cap space could be the difference 
between adding a useful forward or a true impact player. At 
the end of a long and tumultuous summer, with Svechnikov 
safely re-signed, it’s the one area where the Hurricanes still 
need help.
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The Carolina Hurricanes sign forward Andrei Svechnikov to a long-term contract  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes have made a long-term 
commitment to Andrei Svechnikov, signing the forward to an 
eight-year contract that will pay him an average of $7.75 
million a year. 

The Hurricanes announced the deal Thursday after months 
of speculation of when Svechnikov, a restricted free agent, 
would sign with the club, how much it would cost them, if 
negotiations would linger into the fall, if a shorter “bridge” 
deal might be in the offing. 

But Svechnikov put it simply Thursday when he said. “It was 
an easy deal. I want to be a Hurricane.” The Hurricanes, 
from owner Tom Dundon on down, wanted Svechnikov, 21, 
to be an integral part of their franchise for the long run.  

“I think it’s important because we want to keep guys around 
here that obviously are great players but identify as great 
Hurricanes,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said in an 
interview Thursday. “Since day one, he’s checked those 
boxes. He’s done everything we’ve asked of him. A good 
human being. I feel like he’s the kind of kid you want to build 
around, those foundational players. 

“I’m happy Tom was willing to pony up and now we’ve got to 
put that behind us and just worry about winning.” 

In Svechnikov’s three seasons in the NHL, and 
Brind’Amour’s three years as head coach, the Canes have 
reached the Stanley Cup playoffs -- that after a nine-year 
playoff absence. A dynamic player, Svechnikov has thrilled 
Canes fans with such indelible moments as his much-
acclaimed lacrosse-shot scores and his power moves to the 
net.  

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said 
Thursday that an eight-year contract was being discussed 
with Svechnikov’s agent, Mark Gandler of International 
Sports Advisors Co., from the start.  

“That was the good part, that we were both on the same 
page,” Waddell said on the media call. “It was finding the 
right number for eight years. We had great discussions, for 
the last three weeks probably almost daily. I think Mark was 
tired from hearing from me.  

“But we’re very pleased. Andrei is one of our key players and 
moving forward will have even a bigger role. ... It’s a lot of 
money to commit but we all felt it was a very worthy 
investment. He’s all in. He’s a dedicated athlete. He’s a great 
teammates. The guys love him.” 

The Hurricanes were able to draft Svechnikov in June 2018 
after moving from 11th to second in the first round after the 
NHL Draft Lottery. He started the 2018-19 season in the 

Canes lineup, at 18, and continued to mature and develop, 
with the expected ups and downs of a young player 
competing in the world’s best hockey league. 

“Three years ago I just wanted to make the NHL and maybe 
score a couple of lacrosse goals,” Svechnikov, smiling, said 
on the call. “I just wanted to grow in the NHL and play my 
game and be a team guy and hopefully win a Stanley Cup.” 

Because of the pandemic, the NHL’s 2021 season did not 
begin until January, and Svechnikov had a sizzling start: 
goals in each of his first three games and six goals in the first 
eight games. He finished with 15 goals and 27 assists in 55 
regular-season games as the Canes won the newly created 
Central Division. 

Svechnikov had eight points (2 goals, 6 assists) in 11 
Stanley Cup playoff games as the Hurricanes won their first-
round series against the Nashville Predators, then were 
beaten by the eventual Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Looking to next season, Brind’Amour said he is hoping to 
see Svechnikov “take that next step in every area.” 

“I’d obviously like to see him take less penalties,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s an area he needs to shore up. 
That’s a big thing. If we can knock a few of those off, it gets 
him more ice time at the end of the day.” 

Svechnikov’s 44 penalty minutes were a team high and his 
22 penalties ranked eighth highest in the NHL.  

“That’s one area (to improve), and then there’s that 200-foot 
game that we’re always talking about,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He’s definitely improved a lot over his three years and 
there’s still room to grow there. too.” 

Svechnikov becomes the second highest-paid player on the 
Hurricanes. Center Sebastian Aho has an annual salary of 
$8.46 million, the result of an offer sheet tendered to Aho by 
the Montreal Canadiens in 2019 that the Canes matched.  

Svechnikov’s $62 million contract is the largest ever given by 
the Canes, topping the 10-year, $60 million deal that Jordan 
Staal signed in June 2012 soon after being traded to 
Carolina by Pittsburgh.  

CapFriendly.com, which tracks player salaries, reported that 
Svechnikov, who wears No. 37, received a signing bonus of 
$4,000,037 that he said he might give to his parents and 
family. 

Svechnikov said he was both happy and bit relieved to have 
the contract issue settled. Now it’s all about the hockey. 

“We’ve got a great team and great coaches and we’re going 
to make it happen,” Svechnikov said.
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‘I want to be a Hurricane’: Andrei Svechnikov inks richest contract in Hurricanes history 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes were one of the most active teams at the 
beginning of NHL free agency, bringing in a brand new 
goalie tandem, a relatively new blue line and a familiar group 
of forwards. With an emerging RFA star to sign, though, 
most of those transactions were $1 million here, $1 million 
there type deals — leaving about $12,326,417 in cap space 
to play with. 

General manager Don Waddell used most of it Thursday to 
sign 21-year-old winger Andrei Svechnikov to an eight-year 
deal with an AAV of $7.75 million. 

The Canes have considered Svechnikov a potential 
cornerstone of their franchise from the moment they drafted 
him No. 2 in 2018, and multiple sources have said they 
would’ve taken him with the No. 1 pick. Part of it is about his 
unique playmaking ability — the way he drives to the net 
combined with his scoring touch. Part of it lies in his answer 
when asked what he was planning on doing with his 
$4,000,037 million signing bonus. 

“I’ll probably just give it to my parents, to my family,” he said 
via Zoom on Thursday. 

“Just watching Andrei in and around the rink every day, he’s 
the type of player who puts his time in,” Waddell added. “I’ve 
walked down there an hour, two hours after practice, and 
he’s out there shooting pucks. He’s all in. He’s a dedicated 
athlete. He’s a great teammate. The guys love him. Overall, 
you’re talking about a young man that just got paid ($4.6 
billion) rubles (Russian currency) and I don’t think it’s going 
to change his way of thinking or the way he conducts 
himself.” 

The full contract breakdown via CapFriendly has Svechnikov 
earning a $2 million base salary with a $4,000,037 signing 
bonus in 2021-22, $7 million in 2022-23, $9 million in 2023-
24, $9 million in 2024-25, $10 million in 2025-26, $7 million in 
2026-27, $6 million in 2027-28 and $8 million in 2028-29. A 
10-team trade list clause kicks in for the last four years of the 
deal. 

Svechnikov’s $62 million contract is the biggest in Hurricanes 
history, and eight years is no bridge deal — both the dollar 
amount and the term are a mutual vote of confidence that he 
will only keep improving. 

“From Day 1 when we started, we’ve always been talking 
about a long-term deal — that was the good part, we were 
on the same page,” Waddell said. “It was about finding the 
right number for eight years. … Andrei is one of our key 
players, and moving forward it’s going to become an even 
bigger role. We’re excited about it and it’s also nice our 
owner Tom Dundon was very supportive of the deal. 
Obviously, it was a lot of money to commit, but we all felt it 
was a very worthy investment.” 

Svechnikov has recorded 59 goals and 81 assists (140 
points) in 205 career regular-season games, including career 
highs in goals (24), assists (37) and points (61) in 68 games 
in 2019-20. He dipped in production with 15 goals and 42 
points in 55 games last season, but part of that felt like 
working out growing pains in the form of focusing on 
reducing stick infractions and improving his two-way game 
for the long term. 

His time on ice average has increased from 14:39 to 16:44 to 
17:32 in his three NHL seasons as head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour prepares him for a permanent role on the top 
line, an endeavor partially thwarted last season due to Teuvo 
Teravainen’s time out with injuries. 

This contract looks like a win for the Canes in terms of 
projected Game Score Value Added, aka Dom 
Luszczyszyn’s model that is particularly useful when 
assessing unique players like Svechnikov. Luszczyszyn’s 
model has Svechnikov’s market value at $9.9 million 
(meaning if he hit the open market, not his projected salary 
before the signing). Evolving-Hockey’s model projected 
Svechnikov costing an $8.07 million cap hit for an eight-year 
term. 

Also consider that the cap will probably rise in the next eight 
years, and you’ve got to remember Svechnikov is only 21. 
This deal buys the Canes one restricted-free-agency year, 
three RFA-arbitration years and four unrestricted-free-
agency years. 

“It’s actually an easy decision for me,” Svechnikov said. “I 
want to be (in Carolina for) eight years. I want to be a 
Hurricane.” 

There are so few comparable players because there are so 
few net-driven, playmaking power forwards with penchants 
for lacrosse goals in the world — especially those of which 
haven’t yet hit their peak. According to CapFriendly, 
Svechnikov’s top contract comparables are Clayton Keller (8 
x $7.15 million), Kyle Connor (7 x $7.14 million), Vladimir 
Tarasenko (8 x $7.5 million), William Nylander (6 x $6.96 
million) and David Pastrnak (6 x $6.67 million). 

For more on the analytics and value, we turn to analyst 
extraordinaire and Athletic contributor Shayna Goldman, who 
will grace us with some more context about this blockbuster 
deal in rapid-fire, bullet-point form: 

• Using Luszczyszyn’s similarity score generator, we can find 
player comps who rank closely to Svechnikov’s 2020-21 
season while also factoring in attributes such as age, height 
and weight. This tool does not account for playing styles, 
though. Svechnikov’s best match is Ryan Strome, who 
qualifies as a partial match. Few players really stack up to 
Svechnikov, and it may be because he’s been an elite play-
driver without having the scoring totals to match quite yet. 
There’s only so much to lean on without close matches. They 
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do point to a high probability of this contract working out long 
term. 

• Not only does this deal come in below market value and 
salary projections, but it ensures the Hurricanes will be 
paying a cost-effective price throughout his prime. This is 
Svechnikov’s second contract, and signing him to a short-
term deal could have increased his worth before his long-
term deal. Players generally peak in their early- to mid-20s, 
so at 21, he will be getting paid for current and future value. 

• No team signed players to eight-year contracts in the first 
year of the flat cap era. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, signed at the 
start of the summer, was the first. Now, including Svechnikov 
and Sean Couturier, who signed hours later, there have been 
10 eight-year deals handed out this offseason. For context, 
there have only been six seven-year contracts signed since 
the flat cap started.

 

 

 

Hurricanes sign Andrei Svechnikov to 8-year extension 

The $62 million total value of the deal is the largest amount 
in franchise history 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It’s weird to think of Andrei Svechnikov as 
someone approaching his 30s, but that’s what the 
Hurricanes winger will be when his new contract expires. 

Carolina tied up one of their cornerstone players Thursday, 
signing the 2018 second overall pick to a maximum-length 
eight-year contract that will pay him an average of $7.75 
million a season. The $62 million total is the most ever 
handed out by the Hurricanes in a contract, besting Jordan 
Staal’s 10-year, $60 million contract signed in 2012. 

“It’s actually an easy decision for me,” Svechnikov said in a 
Zoom call with reporters. “I want to be (in Carolina for) eight 
years. I want to be a Hurricane.” 

The 21-year-old from Barnaul, Russia, is one of the game’s 
emerging stars, scoring 59 regular season goals in his first 
three NHL seasons, including two lacrosse-style tallies that 
instantly made him the talk of the league. Svechnikov also 
had the first playoff hat trick in the history of the team, 
scoring three times on the Rangers’ Henrik Lundqvist in 
Carolina’s Game 2 play-in round victory in the NHL’s bubble 
two seasons ago. 

Svechnikov will get a large signing bonus in Year 1 of his 
deal — $4,000,037, a nod to his number in the final two 
digits — as part of his $6 million pay day in 2021-22. 

As for his first big purchase with his signing bonus? 

“I don’t know, really,” he said. “I didn’t think about it, but I will 
probably just give it to my parents, to my family.” 

Svechnikov will then earn $7 million in 2022-23, $9 million in 
both 2023-24 and 2024-25, $10 million in 2025-26, $7 million 
in 2026-27, $6 million in 2027-28 and $8 million in 2028-29, 
according to CapFriendly.com. He will have a 10-team trade 
list clause in the final four years of the deal. 

Now Svechnikov will need to turn his flashes of brilliance into 
consistent production. 

After a breakout campaign that saw him score 24 goals and 
total 61 points in 68 games during the first pandemic-
shortened regular season in 2019-20, Svechnikov’s 
production took a step back last season with 15 goals and 42 
points in 55 games. 

The Hurricanes are convinced their long-term commitment to 
him is the right move. 

“He’s all-in,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said during the 
call. “He’s a dedicated athlete, he’s a great teammate, the 
guys love him. …  I don’t think (the contract) changed his 
way of thinking or the way he conducts himself.” 

The commitment to Svechnikov would also indicate he’s set 
for a bigger role on the Hurricanes. While he has already 
become one of the faces of the franchise, Svechnikov 
averaged just 14:39, 16:44 and 17:32 minutes of ice time in 
his first three years in Raleigh. It should be expected his ice 
time will continue to climb, and that could perhaps come with 
a full-time spot across from Teuvo Teravainen on the top line 
centered by Sebastian Aho. 

It’s also probably not a coincidence that Svechnikov’s 
numbers dipped last season when Teravainen played just 21 
games due to ongoing concussion issues. Teravainen has 
gotten a primary assist on 10 of Svechnikov’s 59 career 
goals and 14 assists in all— both tied for the most with the 
recently departed Dougie Hamilton. Svechnikov has also 
assisted on 10 of Teravainen’s 20 goals over the past two 
years. 

Svechnikov’s contract has few comparables among wingers 
in the NHL — only Arizona’s Clayton Keller ($7.15 million 
AAV) has signed a similar eight-year deal as a 21-year-old in 
recent seasons. And while many have clamored this 
offseason for the Hurricanes to finalize an extension with 
Svechnikov — most expected him to sign a short-term 
contract deal rather than a long-term deal — there are still 
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several big-name restricted free agents left unsigned. 
Rasmus Dahlin, Jesper Kotakniemi, Brady Tkachuk and 
Quinn Hughes — the Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 7 players picked in 
Svechnikov’s draft year, respectively — have yet to agree to 
new contracts, and neither has 2019 Calder Trophy winner 
Elias Pettersson. 

“I think anytime you’re dealing with a contract, the sooner 
you can get it done I think it’s better for everybody,” Waddell 
said. “We’re gonna start training camp Sept. 22. We want to 
get Andrei back here and get him back with his teammates. 
… I didn’t want to have this drag into training camp, and 
neither did Andrei.”

 

 

 

Canes, Svechnikov agree on 8-year contract 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes and forward Andrei 
Svechnikov have agreed to an eight-year contract that will 
pay him an average annual value of $7.75 million through 
2028-29. 

“Andrei is one of the cornerstones of this organization, and 
we are thrilled to reach a long-term commitment to keep him 
here,” Hurricanes President and General Manager Don 
Waddell said in a statement. “He is one of the brightest rising 
stars in our sport and will play a key role in our efforts to 
bring the Stanley Cup to the Triangle this decade.” 

Svechnikov, 21, scored 15 goals and added 27 assists (42 
points) in 55 regular-season games during his third NHL 
season in 2020-21. The Barnaul, Russia, native ranked fifth 
on the team in goals, tied for third in assists, tied for third in 

points and second in hits (114) for the season. He added 
eight points (2g, 6a) in 11 Stanley Cup playoff games as the 
Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators in the first round 
before falling to the eventual Stanley Cup Champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 

Selected by the Hurricanes in the first round, second overall, 
at the 2018 NHL Draft, Svechnikov has totaled 59 goals and 
81 assists (140 points) in 205 career regular-season games 
and has scored more goals for the franchise than any other 
Russian-born player in team history. He recorded career 
highs in goals (24), assists (37) and points (61) in 68 games 
during the 2019-20 season and has helped the Hurricanes 
reach the playoffs in each of his three NHL campaigns.
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Andrei Svechnikov: Top Moments 

Highlights from Svechnikov's first three seasons 

RALEIGH, NC - It's official. Andrei Svechnikov inked his 
contract extension today, ensuring he'll remain in Raleigh for 
the next eight seasons. 

It's been quite the three years since the Carolina Hurricanes 
selected Svechnikov in the NHL Draft, both on and off the 
ice. Now the organization has locked up its young winger, 
here's a look back at some of the biggest moments of his 
career. 

Canes Draft Svechnikov Second Overall - June 22, 2018 
It may be dramatic to say drafting Svechnikov second overall 
in the 2018 NHL Draft was the pivotal turning point in the 
organization's trajectory. After all, Rod Brind'Amour had yet 
to coach his first game as the team's head coach, Justin 
Williams had yet to be named Captain, and the Storm Surge 
had yet to be unveiled. But without a doubt, selecting the 18-
year-old that summer night was certainly a pivotal moment 
for a franchise that had missed the postseason for 10 
straight years.  

Of course, everyone knows what's happened since the 
Canes drafted Svechnikov: a 120-66-20 regular season 
record, three straight playoff appearances, a trip to the 
Eastern Conference Final, and four postseason series 
victories. 

On the individual front, the 21-year-old leads the 2018 draft 
class in games played (205), points (140), and +/- (10), while 
ranking second in goals (59) and third in assists (81). 

"He's not only a great player but a great person," General 
Manager/President Don Waddell said at the time of the draft. 
"We all knew him as a player. … Then when you meet him, 
he's really driven. He's talking about how it's all about 
winning. Those are good things you like to hear from young 
players … and he's real. He wants to be a part of a winning 
organization and a winning team." 

Three seasons later, there's no question Svechnikov is part 
of a winning organization. 

First Career Goal - October 7, 2018 
There's nothing like the first goal. In a wild 8-5 win over the 
Rangers, Svechnikov redirected Justin Faulk's shot over the 
goalie's shoulder, giving the Canes a one-goal lead with just 
under 10 minutes left in the third period, standing up as the 
game-winner. The young Russian became the first player 
born in the 2000's to score an NHL goal. 

"We need everyone to contribute. We've said that from day 
one. Whether you're a rookie or you've been around forever, 
if you want to play, you've got to contribute," Brind'Amour 
said after the game. "[The young guys] are finding ways. 

They're not just taking up ice time. They're making an 
impact." 

Svechnikov would go on to net 20 goals and tally 17 assists 
in his first season, ranking third among all rookies in goals 
scored.  

OT Goal vs Montreal - March 24, 2019 
With 1:45 left in overtime against Montreal at PNC Arena, 
Svechnikov buried his first career OT winner, beating Carey 
Price through the 5-hole and becoming the youngest player 
in franchise history to score a goal in overtime. The win gave 
the Canes a 3-point lead in the Wild Card race with just 
seven games remaining in the season, as the team closed in 
on its first playoff appearance in 10 years. 

"You love the confidence he has. He feels it," Brind'Amour 
said after the win. "He's earned the right to be out there. 
That's the whole key." 

First Lacrosse Goal - October 29, 2019 
The goal seen round the world.  

With the Canes trailing the Calgary Flames 1-0 with just over 
10 minutes remaining in the third period, Svechnikov found 
himself with plenty of time behind the Calgary net. What he 
did next was scoop the puck onto his blade, pop it over 
David Rittich's right shoulder, and net the first lacrosse-style 
goal in NHL history. 

"The talent is there. Now, just the confidence. That's a huge 
thing for a young kid to know you can actually make these 
plays and do these things," Brind'Amour said after the game. 
"Once you put that in your back pocket, the sky is the limit." 

For good measure, Svechnikov would go on to tally the 
game-winner just over three minutes later, burying a wrist 
shot on the power play in an eventual 2-1 victory.  

Second Lacrosse Goal - December 17, 2019 
How do you follow up the first lacrosse-style goal in NHL 
history? By doing it again, of course. Not even two months 
after he set hockey Twitter on fire, the dynamic winger did it 
again, this time in a 6-3 thumping of Winnipeg.  

"You can't say enough about the kid," Jordan Staal said after 
the game. "So talented. Such a hard worker. He plays tough 
and plays hard. He does everything and does everything 
really, really well. It shows. A goal like that is pretty special. 
He makes it look easy." 

There have now been three lacrosse-style goals scored in 
NHL history, and Svechnikov has tallied two of them 
(Nashville's Filip Forsberg netting the other). 

Hat Trick vs New York - August 3, 2020 
There were a lot of weird things about the Canes' matchup 
with the New York Rangers on August 3, 2020. It was 
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August, it was a 12 p.m. puck drop, and it was the 
postseason without technically being the playoffs.  

One of the constants though? Andrei Svechnikov being 
Andrei Svechnikov. 

The 20-year-old beat Henrik Lundqvist three times as the 
Canes dominated in a 4-1 victory, giving them a 2-0 series 
lead in the Stanley Cup Qualifiers. The hat trick marked the 

first of his career, and perhaps more impressively, the first 
postseason hat trick in franchise history. 

"He's genuine, and he's a great person," Brind'Amour said 
after the game. "He's a special kid, and he's just getting 
better and better. We're really fortunate to have him."

 

 

 

 

Svechnikov agrees to eight-year, $62 million contract with Hurricanes 

Restricted free agent forward had 42 points last season, 
leads 2018 draft class in scoring 

Andrei Svechnikov agreed to an eight-year, $62 million 
contract with the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. It has an 
average annual value of $7.75 million through the 2028-29 
season. 

The 21-year-old forward was a restricted free agent. He 
scored 42 points (15 goals, 27 assists) in 55 games last 
season, tied for third on the Hurricanes with defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton (10 goals, 32 assists). 

"It's actually an easy decision for me," Svechnikov said of the 
long-term contract. "... I want to be a Hurricane. We've got a 
great team here and great coaches. I thought we can win 
(the Stanley Cup) last year, but we didn't and I was a little bit 
frustrated. But I thought it was us or [the] Tampa [Lightning], 
and if we would [defeat] Tampa, we would go farther. So 
we've got a great team, great coaches and we've got to 
make it happen." 

Svechnikov helped Carolina finish first in the Discover 
Central Division (36-12-8) last season and scored eight 
points (two goals, six assists) in 11 Stanley Cup Playoff 
games. The Hurricanes lost the best-of-7 Stanley Cup 
Second Round in five games to the Lightning, who won the 
Cup for the second straight season. 

Selected by Carolina with the No. 2 pick in the 2018 NHL 
Draft, Svechnikov has scored 140 points (59 goals, 81 

assists) in 205 regular-season NHL games and 20 points 
(nine goals, 11 assists) in 26 playoff games. 

"From Day One when we started (negotiations), we've 
always been talking about a long-term deal," Carolina 
general manager Don Waddell said. "So that was the good 
part, that we were both on the same page of finding the right 
number for eight years. ... We've been talking for a few 
months but the last three weeks probably almost daily. I think 
[agent Mark Gandler] was probably tired of hearing from me. 

"But we're very pleased, obviously. Andrei is one of our key 
players and, moving forward, is going to [play] even a bigger 
role. So we're excited about it. It's also nice because our 
owner Tom Dundon was very supportive of the deal. 
Obviously, it's a lot of money to commit, but we all felt it was 
a very worthy investment." 

Svechnikov ranks first among players selected in the 2018 
draft in points, is second in goals, one behind forward Brady 
Tkachuk of the Ottawa Senators, and third in assists behind 
defensemen Rasmus Dahlin of the Buffalo Sabres (89) and 
Quinn Hughes of the Vancouver Canucks (86). 

The Hurricanes previously signed goalies Frederik Andersen 
(two years) and Antti Raanta (two years), forwards Jordan 
Martinook (three years), Derek Stepan (one year) and Josh 
Leivo (one year), and defensemen Tony DeAngelo (one 
year), Ian Cole (one year) and Brendan Smith (one year). 

Hamilton agreed to a seven-year, $63 million contract ($9 
million AAV) with the New Jersey Devils on July 28.
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Carolina Hurricanes agree to 8-year deal with Svechnikov 

By Aaron Beard 

Andrei Svechnikov has played three NHL seasons and 
reached the playoffs all three times — the last under a coach 
who was named the NHL’s best — while finding himself as a 
top-line performer. 

That helps explain why the 21-year-old forward was eager to 
reach a long-term deal to stay with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Hurricanes announced Thursday they had agreed to 
terms with the former No. 2 overall draft pick from 2018 on 
an eight-year contract, The deal is set to pay him an average 
annual value of $7.75 million while keeping him with the 
franchise through the 2028-29 season. 

“It’s actually an easy decision for me,” Svechnikov said 
Thursday. “Eight years to play in Carolina, and I want to be a 
Hurricane.” 

The 6-foot-2, 195-pound Svechnikov has been a fixture and 
physical presence on Carolina’s top line alongside Sebastian 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. He’s played all three of his NHL 
seasons under Rod Brind’Amour, a former Hurricanes 
captain who won last season’s Jack Adams Award as NHL 
coach of the year.  

He was a restricted free agent and the team had long been 
in extension talks with him, even to the point that Waddell 
had floated the possibility of a shorter-term “bridge” deal to 
ensure getting something done if a long-term deal couldn’t 
be reached. But Waddell said Thursday the two sides 
eventually shelved talks until after the season, then resumed 
with the shared goal of reaching the long-term deal. 

“Anytime you’re dealing with a contract, the sooner you get it 
done, I think it’s better for everybody,” Waddell said, noting 
the team was scheduled to start preseason camp Sept. 22. 

“I didn’t want to have this drag into training camp and neither 
did Andrei, so we we worked pretty hard on it, especially the 
last week to really close it up and get this deal done. 

Svechnikov has been a major piece of Carolina’s revival after 
a nine-year playoff drought in 2019. the team went to the 
Eastern Conference finals that year in his rookie season, and 
has won at least one postseason series in each of the past 
two years. 

Svechnikov had 15 goals and 27 assists in 55 regular-
season games for the Hurricanes last year, which saw the 
Hurricanes win a division championship for the first time in 
15 years. He also had two goals and six assists in 11 playoff 
games, with Carolina beating Nashville in the first round 
before losing to eventual Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay. 

The previous year, he posted the first postseason hat trick in 
franchise history against the New York Rangers in a Stanley 
Cup qualifier series in the Toronto bubble following the 
NHL’s restart amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

And he had shown flair with his lacrosse-style goals, when 
he scoops up the puck with his stick from behind the net and 
jams it into the net behind the goalie. 

“Just watching Andrei in and around the rink every day, he’s 
a player that puts his time in,” Waddell said. “I’ve walked 
down there an hour, two hours after practice and he’s back 
there shooting practice. You know he’s all-in. ... He’s shown 
a lot through his career.”
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Andersen: Playing through injury with Leafs 'wasn't the best idea' 

Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen reflects 
on his injury as well as if he got any closure from his time 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

By Mike Johnston 

Frederik Andersen signed a two-year contract with the 
Carolina Hurricanes in free agency earlier this summer after 
five seasons with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The Danish netminder’s final year in Toronto, however, didn’t 
go as planned and it ended with him losing his starter’s role 
to Jack Campbell. 

“I look back at the time in Toronto with great memories,” 
Andersen told Good Show on Thursday. “Not getting to play 
in the playoffs this year was obviously not fun, but I also 
understand where the coaching staff was coming from.” 

The 31-year-old posted a strong 12-3-2 record through his 
first 17 games but finished the year on a 1-5-1 slide in what 
ended up being his worst season, statistically, in his eight-
year NHL career. 

Andersen only saw action in 24 games during his banged-up 
2020-21 campaign and made only one start after mid-March. 
He said, with the benefit of hindsight, he realized playing 

through his lower-body ailment was perhaps not the best 
choice he could’ve made. 

“With the way I dealt with things and playing through pain like 
that, and injuries, it wasn’t the best idea long term, I guess, 
looking back,” Andersen explained. “But that’s some of those 
things you learn from and I think in that situation I don’t think 
I was making the right move in trying to get playing.” 

Andersen didn’t place any blame on the Maple Leafs 
organization for how his final year with the team unfolded. 

“They knew about (the injury),” Andersen added. “We were 
trying to fix it throughout the season, it just didn’t really 
happen the way we were envisioning it, so it was a little bit of 
a frustrating process as well, but that’s really no fault of 
them. 

“It’s just something I was trying to battle through and rehab at 
the same time which is not always easy.” 

Andersen finished his tenure with the Maple Leafs ranked 
fourth in all-time franchise wins thanks to his 149-74-36 
record. 

He will form a tandem with Antti Raanta in the Hurricanes’ 
crease in 2021-22.
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Can Hurricanes, Svechnikov break through after big eight-year contract? 

By James O'Brien  

To put things mildly, it’s been a stormy offseason for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. Even if you have no qualms with the 
extremely divisive Anthony DeAngelo signing. Thursday 
presented a reason for Hurricanes fans to celebrate, 
however, as the team signed Andrei Svechnikov to a big 
eight-year contract. 

While that eight-year commitment is big, the immediate 
reaction is that the Hurricanes got a solid bargain with 
Svechnikov. Carolina confirmed that Svechnikov’s cap hit will 
be an affordable $7.75 million. 

A cap hit just under $8M already feels Hurricanes-friendly for 
what Svechnikov is now. 

It’s most exciting when you picture what he might become. 

Svechnikov is already part of the Hurricanes’ dynamic duo 
alongside Sebastian Aho. After posting career-highs in 2019-
20 (24 goals, 61 points in 68 games), Svechnikov excelled 
again last season (15 goals, 42 points in 55 games). 

Svechnikov contract: nice for Hurricanes now, even better 
later? 

At 21, there’s still plenty of room for Svechnikov to grow. If 
he can iron out his two-way game and/or finish scoring 
chances a bit more regularly, then that contract goes from 
very nice to a big bargain for the Hurricanes. 

Don’t blame the Hurricanes for daydreaming that a promising 
present translates to an even better future. For the next three 
seasons, Svechnikov and 24-year-old Aho cost the 
Hurricanes a bit more than $16M per season. (Svechnikov’s 
contract specifically runs from 2021-22 through 2028-29.) 

Evolving Hockey’s eight-year projection for Svechnikov came 
in with about an $8M cap hit, so the price is solid by just 
about every measure. Strong stuff overall by the ‘Canes, who 
are clearly excited. 

Now, some of this excitement is diluted a bit by Carolina’s 
larger offseason. 

For a team that’s been almost there for so long, it stings a bit 
to wave goodbye to Dougie Hamilton. 

Yes, maybe Carolina joins other NHL teams in simply not 
seeing Hamilton in the way certain metrics paint him as elite. 
But, for a team with a window of savings thanks to 
Svechnikov – Aho not breaking the bank, possible half-
measures are pretty unsatisfying. Shouldn’t the 
Hurricanes go for it? Especially with other Metropolitan 
Division teams either slipping or idling? 

Perhaps the Hurricanes still have tricks up their sleeves? 
According to Cap Friendly, the Hurricanes have about 
$4.576M in cap space after signing Svechnikov. 

They could use that money to add more via the remaining 
free-agent market, or save it to load up during the 2022 NHL 
Trade Deadline. Or the Tom Dundon-related fears come 
true, and they don’t spend that extra bit of money. 

Hey, it’s his money, and perhaps this isn’t the moment for 
Carolina to strike. 

Personally, the Hurricanes feel a lot like Svechnikov as a 
player. They’re already quite good and promising, but there’s 
that feeling that things could get even better. We’ll see if it 
happens both for the player, and the team.
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Hurricanes sign star forward Andrei Svechnikov to monster 8-year deal 

By Kyle Cantlon 

After losing a couple big ones this summer, the Carolina 
Hurricanes managed to keep one of their key, young 
franchise cornerstones around for the long term.  

Carolina reached an agreement with 21-year-old star winger 
Andrei Svechnikov on a shiny new eight-year deal, the team 
announced on Thursday. The contract is worth $62 million 
total, coming in at a $7.75M average annual value (AAV), 
according to multiple reports. The deal could keep the former 
No. 2 overall draft pick with the organization through the 
2028-29 campaign. 

Svechnikov was a restricted free agent and, according to the 
Associated Press, the Canes "had long been in extension 
talks with [Svechnikov], though [Hurricanes GM] Don 

Waddell had floated the possibility of a shorter-term 'bridge' 
type deal to ensure getting something done if a long-term 
deal couldn’t be reached." 

The former OHL standout has posted 59 goals and 140 
points in 205 games (0.68 ppg) over his first three NHL 
seasons with the Canes. He's tallied nine goals and 20 
points in 26 career Stanley Cup Playoff contests.  

It's been a strange offseason for the Canes, who let star 
blueliner Dougie Hamilton walk in free agency, flipped 
budding goaltender and Calder Trophy finalist Alex 
Nedeljkovic to the Red Wings for some reason, and faced 
backlash for signing embattled blueliner Tony Deangelo all 
before inking Svechnikov on Thursday.

 

 

 

Hurricanes lock up Svechnikov with eight-year deal 

Carolina is getting a bit of a hometown discount from its star 
winger. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes have taken care of their last piece of 
(massively important) in-house business for this offseason. 
As first reported by Kevin Weekes on Thursday morning, and 
confirmed by the Canes, the team has signed restricted free 
agent forward Andrei Svechnikov to an eight-year deal with a 
$7.75-million AAV.  

This contract is undoubtedly a bit of a home-town discount 
for Carolina. With Svechnikov coming off a bit of a “down” 
(but by no means bad) year with 15 goals and 42 points in 55 
games, the thought was that both sides might go with a 
bridge deal, but that AAV likely wouldn’t have been much 
below $7.75.  

Locking Svechnikov into that number for eight years is a very 
good deal for the Canes, and it has the potential to end up 
being absolute larceny if he develops as he should into his 
prime.  

The 21-year-old winger, the Hurricanes’ second overall pick 
in the 2018 draft, has played three seasons in the NHL, with 
59 goals and 140 points in 205 games. After posting a solid 
20 goals and 37 points as a rookie, he broke out with 24 
goals and 61 points in 68 games last year.  

While he did not take the leap many were expecting in year 
three, at just 21 his best days should still be well ahead of 
him. If he becomes the absolute force on the wing that many 
expect, the Hurricanes will have an absolute bargain on their 
hands.  

The official release from the team follows:  

‘CANES AGREE TO TERMS WITH ANDREI SVECHNIKOV 

Winger to sign eight-year contract with Carolina through 
2028-29 season 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has agreed to 
terms with forward Andrei Svechnikov on an eight-year 
contract. The deal will pay Svechnikov an average-annual 
value (AAV) of $7.75 million per season through 2028-29.  

“Andrei is one of the cornerstones of this organization, and 
we are thrilled to reach a long-term commitment to keep him 
here,” said Waddell. “He is one of the brightest rising stars in 
our sport, and will play a key role in our efforts to bring the 
Stanley Cup to the Triangle this decade.” 

Svechnikov, 21, scored 15 goals and added 27 assists (42 
points) in 55 regular-season games during his third NHL 
season in 2020-21. The Barnaul, Russia, native ranked fifth 
on the team in goals, tied for third in assists, tied for third in 
points and second in hits (114) for the season. He added 
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eight points (2g, 6a) in 11 Stanley Cup playoff games as the 
Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators in the first round 
before falling to the eventual Stanley Cup Champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 

Selected by the Hurricanes in the first round, second overall, 
at the 2018 NHL Draft, Svechnikov has totaled 59 goals and 

81 assists (140 points) in 205 career regular-season games 
and has scored more goals for the franchise than any other 
Russian-born player in team history. He recorded career 
highs in goals (24), assists (37) and points (61) in 68 games 
during the 2019-20 season, and has helped the Hurricanes 
reach the playoffs in each of his three NHL campaigns. 

 

Hurricanes Prospect Profile: Aleksi Heimosalmi 

The 44th overall pick in the 2021 draft could be a top four 
two-way defenseman on the Hurricanes in the near future. 

By Matthew Somma 

Aleksi Heimosalmi was drafted 44th overall by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the 2021 NHL Draft and signed his entry-level 
contract on Aug. 15. Heimosalmi has a number of tools that 
make him an atypical defenseman for a player his size, so 
we’ll explore that and more in this profile. 

Skating 

Heimosalmi’s skating stands out as soon as he steps onto 
the ice. He’s quick and can dart in and out of coverage with 
ease. Skating seems like it comes just as naturally to 
Heimosalmi as walking does. His mechanics are clean and 
there aren’t any concerns about his stride being clunky, not 
getting enough power in his pushes or his top speed. In fact, 
Heimosalmi might possess some of the best skating skills in 
the draft when it comes to defensemen. Take a look at this 
clip. It almost certainly showed up in the Czech team’s film 
room the next day as an example of how to not play defense. 
Heimosalmi accelerates and makes the Czechs look like 
they’re skating through cement, scoring a goal and leaving 
everyone in the dust in the process.  

His skating looks effortless here and he’s able to beat not 
one, not two but three defenders and score a pretty goal in 
the process. Heimosalmi isn’t afraid of the player trying to 
knock him off of the puck along the boards either, shrugging 
him off and continuing to press the attack. Given where his 
skating is at right now, it’s clear that Heimosalmi will be able 
to keep up at the NHL level. I’d like to see his backwards 
skating improve a bit because I think he can get beat in the 
defensive zone, but his straight line skating and edge work 
need little improvement in order to be NHL ready.  

In order to have a long career as a defenseman in today’s 
NHL, you have to be able to skate and move the puck. 
Heimosalmi is able to do both of those things at a near elite 
level. Just look at his confidence with the puck on his stick in 
the clip above. He turns on the jets immediately after going 
around the net and takes it coast to coast for the goal. Here’s 
another clip that shows his confidence with the puck that’ll tie 
into the next section as well. 

Defensemen that have the confidence to carry the puck out 
of their own end are useful. Defensemen that can turn it into 
a successful zone entry that leads to a goal are a rare breed. 
Heimosalmi may have gotten a secondary assist on this play, 
but this play starts with him. He takes the puck and quickly 
accelerates to top speed, exiting the zone. Upon the zone 
entry, he makes the pass and pushes towards the net in 
order to get a rebound if the shot isn’t buried. A smart play 

that once again shows his confidence with the puck and 
skating ability. 

Here’s another, smaller example of how Heimosalmi’s 
skating and puck carrying abilities make him a pain.  

He’s oozing with confidence when he has the puck on his 
stick and these types of plays stand out. 

Hockey Sense 

Heimosalmi sees the ice at an average to above average 
level as a passer. He is usually able to find teammates for 
passes and can see things before they happen in the 
offensive zone. He is much smarter in the way that he uses 
his shot, however. Heimosalmi can find a player for a shot 
deflection or rebound opportunity off of one of his shots at an 
astounding level. In fact, there are few players his age that 
can use their shot in a variety of ways like Heimosalmi can. 
This ties into his offensive game, which I’ll elaborate on in a 
little while. The point is that Heimosalmi’s hockey sense can 
be applied in the offensive zone and he’s just starting to 
develop that side of his game.  

Heimosalmi can read and anticipate plays at a high level 
defensively, however, making him atypical for a “smaller” 
defenseman. He can anticipate where a pass will go and 
move to intercept or get in the shooting lane to prevent an 
offensive opportunity from happening. He knows when to 
time these plays, too. He’ll lift a stick at the right moment to 
break up a pass, he’ll make a perfectly timed poke check and 
get in the way of any sort of offense. Heimosalmi’s hockey 
sense can make him a pain to play against because he 
knows exactly where to be. 

Defense 

Heimosalmi has potential as a two-way defenseman at the 
NHL level, and while he may need some polishing, it’s clear 
that he defends well for his age. His positioning in the 
defensive zone is sound for the most part and his skating 
allows for him to close gaps quickly. He can seal plays off 
along the boards and likes to defend with his body in addition 
to his stick. I’ve called Heimosalmi an atypical defenseman 
because you don’t see many defensemen under 6-feet tall 
play as well as he does in the defensive zone. Heimosalmi 
weighs 168 pounds according to Elite Prospects and yet he 
doesn’t hesitate to play physically. These reasons make him 
atypical. Sure, there are defensemen that do these sorts of 
things, but most defensemen in this particular group lean 
more towards the offensive side of the game. While I do think 
that Heimosalmi has untapped offensive potential, his 
defensive play is what sets him apart from the others in this 
group. Take a look at the following clip. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 27, 2021 

 

This is in a preseason game, so players are still warming up. 
Still, the play is pretty impressive. He skates in, pokes the 
puck away and hits the player to seal off the play. It’s a small 
example of how effective Heimosalmi can be at stopping an 
offensive play dead in its tracks.  

Heimosalmi is still a little unpolished in the defensive end, 
but you can see the potential in his game. He lacks strength 
and he can’t knock players off of the puck as often as he 
wants to. This causes him to flail with his stick on occasion, 
which isn’t a great way to defend. Sometimes he can be 
guilty of standing around and missing an assignment, leading 
to high danger chances that goalies have trouble stopping. 
Still, you can help Heimosalmi improve on those things. Any 
muscle that he adds will be beneficial and help Heimosalmi 
be a more effective defender both in open ice and along the 
boards. Help him improve his positioning and you can turn 
Heimosalmi into a defensive gem that is also excellent in 
transition. It’s going to take time for Heimosalmi to reach his 
full potential, but he could easily be a top four two-way 
defenseman once he gets there. 

Offense 

I’ve touched on parts of Heimosalmi’s offensive game 
throughout. It isn’t as pronounced as other areas of his game 
are and I think there’s a lot of untapped potential there. 
Heimosalmi grew as an offensive threat over the course of 
his draft year, finally bursting onto the scene at the U18 
World Championships. He was named the tournament’s best 
defenseman and showed a ton of offensive potential. The 
tools are there to allow for Heimosalmi to excel in the 
offensive zone. I’ve already talked about his skating and I 
believe that Heimosalmi can wreak havoc in transition and 
on a power play given how good of a skater he is. He is a 
confident puck carrier and a competent passer, and his wrist 
shot might be his most underrated asset. Heimosalmi boasts 
a quick and accurate wrist shot that can be utilized not only 
as a scoring threat but as a passing option or a way to 
generate deflections. Here’s an example of Heimosalmi’s 
offensive potential on a play finished off by Ville Koivunen. 

Heimosalmi has more offensive potential than he lets on. 
Part of the reason why he hasn’t fully broken out yet may 
have to do with the system he was in. He was getting time on 
the power play but wasn’t the one running the unit. Instead, 
passes would be sent to him and his job would be to move 
the puck along immediately. He was able to get a lot of 
secondary assists because of this, but I didn’t see a ton of 
fantastic passes at the U20 level last season. I thought that 

Heimosalmi was much better at the U18s and had some 
flashes of brilliance during the World Junior Summer 
Showcase, showing me that he has more to give on the 
offensive side of the puck.  

Projectable Tools 

Heimosalmi has a lot of raw talent and I can confidently 
project him as a top-four defenseman if he reaches his 
potential. There’s a lot to like about how he defends, skates 
and sees the ice. Heimosalmi’s strong two-way play will help 
propel him to the NHL and his skating will set him apart from 
the rest. This is a player that could be a legitimate threat in 
transition and wreak havoc on both ends of the ice. While he 
does need a lot of improvement on both sides of the puck, 
it’s clear that the Hurricanes see the upside in this player. 
You can help a player improve his awareness in the 
defensive zone and add strength. You can help him grow as 
an offensive player. What you can’t teach is his confidence, 
hockey sense and skating, however. All three are near elite 
status in his age group. 

Heimosalmi might need three or four years to develop before 
we see him on NHL ice. He’ll need to fill out and continue to 
work on rounding out his game before making an impact at 
the NHL level. The fact that the Hurricanes have signed him 
already is encouraging because now they can have an 
increased hand in Heimosalmi’s development. Judging from 
Assat’s preseason lines, Heimosalmi should be getting top 
four minutes on a regular basis in the men’s league this year. 
That’ll be a massive boost for his development and a good 
opportunity for fans to see him grow in a big way. After this 
season, the Hurricanes have the option of letting him 
continue his development in Finland for another year or two 
or sending him to the AHL if he’s ready.  

By drafting Heimosalmi, the Hurricanes showed that they’re 
willing to bet on a player’s upside rather than floor. 
Heimosalmi has a lot of raw skill and can be polished into a 
top four, two-way defenseman capable of dominating play on 
both sides of the puck. Admittedly, I was a little lower on him 
in my prospect rankings than I should have been. After 
watching a solid seven hours of tape on Heimosalmi, I 
realize that he has more potential defensively than I was 
willing to admit at the time those rankings were released. I’m 
still not sure if he cracks the top 10, but 14 is a little too low 
for my liking. Heimosalmi will be a fun player to watch in the 
coming years and it’s another fantastic pick for the 
organization.
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“I wanted eight years,” Andrei Svechnikov committed to winning in Carolina 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Andrei Svechnikov came to 
terms on an eight-year, $62 million deal that will keep the 
Russian star in a Canes’ uniform till 2029. 

By Ryan Henkel 

It happened. 

The wait is finally over and Carolina Hurricanes fans can let 
out that long held sigh of relief now that Andrei Svechnikov 
has signed a max-term, eight-year contract to remain with 
the Canes. 

The new deal means that Svechnikov will be a Hurricane 
until the year 2029 and no one may be happier about that 
than Svech himself. 

“I’ve been loving this place for years and now I’ll be here 
eight more,” Svechnikov said in a presser Thursday. “It’s a 
special place. We have a great team, great coaches and all 
the guys make this locker room special. You come here and 
you just want to have fun. That’s all we try to do. Have fun 
and win every game.” 

Coming into this offseason, it seemed like a shorter term 
bridge deal would have been the most likely outcome based 
on the majority of RFA comparables out there, but that was 
simply not the case. 

“I wanted eight years to play in Carolina,” Svechnikov said 
about what contract negotiations were like. “The Canes and 
me both wanted it so it was an easy decision. I want to be a 
Hurricane. We have a great team and great coaches and we 
just have to win the Stanley Cups.” 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said that while 
talks had been ongoing for months, discussions really 
ramped up in the last three weeks with daily dialogue as 
neither side wanted negotiations to drag into the start of 
training camp — September 22.  

Signed to a contract worth just a bit barely over $62 million 
— the largest value contract in team history (CC: @corylav) 
— the Carolina Hurricanes are putting their faith in 
Svechnikov for the long haul as they expect him to grow into 
an even larger role with the team. 

And it might just be one of the safest bets as the Russian 
phenom has become one of the most electric offensive 
players in the entire league at just 21 years old. 

The 2018 second overall pick leads the entire draft class in 
scoring since he entered the league at 18 with 59 goals and 
140 points in 205 regular season games as well as nine 
goals and 20 points in 26 playoff games. 

Even Svechnikov himself didn’t anticipate it all going this 
well. 

“Firstly, I just wanted to make it to the NHL,” Svechnikov said 
about his expectations for himself when he was drafted. 

“Then maybe score a couple of lacrosse goals. But really I 
just wanted to grow in the NHL and play my game and be a 
team guy and hopefully win a Stanley Cup.” 

And winning not just one, but multiple Stanley Cups was a 
key talking point of Svechnikov’s presser. 

Svechnikov felt that the team would have been able to win 
the Stanley Cup this past season had they been able to get 
past the Tampa Bay Lightning, but thinks that the team now 
has gotten both stronger and more experienced over the 
offseason. 

And with Svechnikov’s contract and cap hit set, the Canes 
can now pursue potentially adding another piece to the 
roster. 

Waddell stated that he is still having conversations with 
teams about adding to the group before the start of the 
season, but also said that saving the space for flexibility to 
potentially make an addition mid-season was an option that 
was still on the table as well. 

But the Canes will be dependent on Svechnikov to reach his 
star potential if they want to be the last team standing at the 
end of the season. 

Luckily for them, Svechnikov is one of the most determined 
and hard working players on the team.  

And anyone who has talked with or listened to Svechnikov 
knows just how humble of a player he is. It’s not about the 
money or about how good of a player he is, it’s always about 
the team and what he can do to better it. So securing a big 
contract shouldn’t slow him down at all. 

But it also goes beyond just himself as a player too. He’s 
genuinely one of the nicest people around and somebody 
you can’t help but root for. 

Because the one thing that is the most important to 
Svechnikov, is his family. 

When he finally had the contract signed, Svechnikov talked 
about how it was an indescribable feeling, but that it was 
mostly a lot of excitement. But what he said was the most 
important to him was how his family reacted. 

“I was looking at my phone fire up a little bit,” Svechnikov 
said. “My whole family — my parents and my brother — were 
calling me. I talked with them and they were excited and that 
was the most important thing for me. That my parents and 
brother were excited.” 

And about that $4,000,037 signing bonus? 

“I don’t know really. I didn’t think about it, but I will probably 
just give it to my parents and my family.” 

A great deal for Carolina and a great deal for a great person.
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Wolves sign Harper 

The Chicago Wolves announced Thursday they have signed 
center Stephen Harper to a Standard Player Contract (SPC) 
for the 2021-22 season. 

Harper spent his rookie campaign with Fort Wayne (ECHL) 
during the 2020-21 season, recording 11 goals and adding 
20 assists in 43 regular-season games. Additionally, the 
Hamilton, Ontario, native notched 13 points (6 goals, 7 
assists) during the postseason to earn the June M. Kelly 
Playoffs Most Valuable Player Award as the Komets claimed 
the 2021 Kelly Cup. Harper became the first rookie since 
2012 to receive this honor. 

Prior to joining Fort Wayne, the 26-year-old spent four 
seasons with Acadia University and amassed 130 points (46 
goals, 84 assists) and 90 penalty minutes in 109 games. 
Harper also played in the Ontario Hockey League with Erie, 

Belleville, Hamilton and Niagara — scoring 228 points (96 
goals, 132 assists) over five seasons. 

Harper joins forwards David Gust and Kyle Marino, 
goaltender Dylan Wells and defenseman Artyom Serikov as 
recent Wolves signees. 

The Chicago Wolves open the 2021-22 season against the 
Rockford IceHogs on Saturday, Oct. 16, at Allstate Arena 
and will host 16 Saturday night games and 11 Sunday 
afternoons as part of their 38-game home schedule. 

Wolves fans who prioritize flexibility and savings should 
consider a Wolves Flex Pack: 10 ticket vouchers that can be 
used for any game in any amount. To maximize your 
flexibility, email a Wolves ticket representative here or call 1-
800-THE-WOLVES.
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With Svechnikov re-signed, Hurricanes only have one piece of unfinished 
summer business 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

AUGUST 26, 2021 03:01 PM 

 

With Andrei Svechnikov finally re-signed to a long-term deal, there’s only 
one unchecked box left on the Carolina Hurricanes’ offseason to-do list. 

There’s still a hole on the depth chart for one more skilled winger and 
about $4.5 million in cap space left to fill it. With a month to go before the 
first preseason game, it’s really a question of whether the Hurricanes 
want to spend that money now or preserve that flexibility to load up at the 
trade deadline. 

The most important skilled winger on the roster is Svechnikov, coming off 
a disappointing third season with the contract negotiations hanging over 
his head but at 21 still just scratching the surface of his extraordinary 
talent. It’s unfortunate it took more than a year of off-and-on negotiations 
to come to what certainly looks like a reasonable compromise for both 
sides on Thursday -- eight years at a cap hit of $7.75 million per season -
- but at least the Hurricanes avoided any offer-sheet embarrassment this 
time around. 

As with that extended drama with Sebastian Aho, dragging things out 
had a deleterious effect on Svechnikov and by extension the Hurricanes, 
who desperately could have used a goal or two from Svechnikov in the 
postseason. 

That said, the Hurricanes and Svechnikov landed in a good spot and well 
before training camp. If Svechnikov can resume the career trajectory he 
was on after his sophomore season -- and there’s no reason to believe 
he can’t or won’t -- this contract will be a bargain for the Hurricanes. 

There’s also the security in knowing their cap situation now, secure in the 
knowledge of exactly how much they can spend in search of more 
firepower should they choose to do so. 

And they should: For a team with Stanley Cup aspirations even after the 
free-agent departure of Dougie Hamilton, using that cap space on a top-
nine forward would upgrade the one area that went generally 
unrenovated this offseason. 

“If something comes up that makes sense between now and when we 
start we’ll take a look at it,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
said Thursday. “If not, it gives us a lot of flexibility during the year.” 

They swapped out both goalies, retooled the defense in the wake of 
Hamilton’s departure and renovated the fourth line. The one area where 
there’s been no upgrade is among the top nine forwards, where the exits 
of Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele essentially leave one spot open. 

They’re set at center with Aho, Vincent Trocheck and Jordan Staal down 
the middle, so it’s really just a winger -- and preferably on the left, 
although that’s required -- on the shopping list. With Svechnikov’s deal 

done, the Hurricanes can now pursue that help in earnest and there 
ought to be options in that $4 million window. 

There would be more and better options if they could figure out a way to 
wriggle out from under Jake Gardiner’s contract, with two years left to go 
at $4 million per for a defenseman who, with the addition of veterans Ian 
Cole and Brendan Smith in free agency this summer, is entirely surplus 
to requirements. 

It may be easier to solve cold fusion than shed that contract at a 
reasonable price, but stranger things have happened. In the interim, 
absent a sweetened deal or long-term injured reserve machinations, the 
Hurricanes will have to drag the remaining two years of the Gardiner 
contract around like luggage. 

That extra $4 million in cap space could be the difference between 
adding a useful forward or a true impact player. At the end of a long and 
tumultuous summer, with Svechnikov safely re-signed, it’s the one area 
where the Hurricanes still need help. 
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The Carolina Hurricanes sign forward Andrei Svechnikov to a long-term 
contract 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have made a long-term commitment to Andrei 
Svechnikov, signing the forward to an eight-year contract that will pay 
him an average of $7.75 million a year. 

The Hurricanes announced the deal Thursday after months of 
speculation of when Svechnikov, a restricted free agent, would sign with 
the club, how much it would cost them, if negotiations would linger into 
the fall, if a shorter “bridge” deal might be in the offing. 

But Svechnikov put it simply Thursday when he said. “It was an easy 
deal. I want to be a Hurricane.” The Hurricanes, from owner Tom Dundon 
on down, wanted Svechnikov, 21, to be an integral part of their franchise 
for the long run. 

“I think it’s important because we want to keep guys around here that 
obviously are great players but identify as great Hurricanes,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said in an interview Thursday. “Since day one, 
he’s checked those boxes. He’s done everything we’ve asked of him. A 
good human being. I feel like he’s the kind of kid you want to build 
around, those foundational players. 

“I’m happy Tom was willing to pony up and now we’ve got to put that 
behind us and just worry about winning.” 

In Svechnikov’s three seasons in the NHL, and Brind’Amour’s three 
years as head coach, the Canes have reached the Stanley Cup playoffs -
- that after a nine-year playoff absence. A dynamic player, Svechnikov 
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has thrilled Canes fans with such indelible moments as his much-
acclaimed lacrosse-shot scores and his power moves to the net. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said Thursday that 
an eight-year contract was being discussed with Svechnikov’s agent, 
Mark Gandler of International Sports Advisors Co., from the start. 

“That was the good part, that we were both on the same page,” Waddell 
said on the media call. “It was finding the right number for eight years. 
We had great discussions, for the last three weeks probably almost daily. 
I think Mark was tired from hearing from me. 

“But we’re very pleased. Andrei is one of our key players and moving 
forward will have even a bigger role. ... It’s a lot of money to commit but 
we all felt it was a very worthy investment. He’s all in. He’s a dedicated 
athlete. He’s a great teammates. The guys love him.” 

The Hurricanes were able to draft Svechnikov in June 2018 after moving 
from 11th to second in the first round after the NHL Draft Lottery. He 
started the 2018-19 season in the Canes lineup, at 18, and continued to 
mature and develop, with the expected ups and downs of a young player 
competing in the world’s best hockey league. 

“Three years ago I just wanted to make the NHL and maybe score a 
couple of lacrosse goals,” Svechnikov, smiling, said on the call. “I just 
wanted to grow in the NHL and play my game and be a team guy and 
hopefully win a Stanley Cup.” 

Because of the pandemic, the NHL’s 2021 season did not begin until 
January, and Svechnikov had a sizzling start: goals in each of his first 
three games and six goals in the first eight games. He finished with 15 
goals and 27 assists in 55 regular-season games as the Canes won the 
newly created Central Division. 

Svechnikov had eight points (2 goals, 6 assists) in 11 Stanley Cup playoff 
games as the Hurricanes won their first-round series against the 
Nashville Predators, then were beaten by the eventual Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Looking to next season, Brind’Amour said he is hoping to see 
Svechnikov “take that next step in every area.” 

“I’d obviously like to see him take less penalties,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That’s an area he needs to shore up. That’s a big thing. If we can knock 
a few of those off, it gets him more ice time at the end of the day.” 

Svechnikov’s 44 penalty minutes were a team high and his 22 penalties 
ranked eighth highest in the NHL. 

“That’s one area (to improve), and then there’s that 200-foot game that 
we’re always talking about,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s definitely improved 
a lot over his three years and there’s still room to grow there. too.” 

Svechnikov becomes the second highest-paid player on the Hurricanes. 
Center Sebastian Aho has an annual salary of $8.46 million, the result of 
an offer sheet tendered to Aho by the Montreal Canadiens in 2019 that 
the Canes matched. 

Svechnikov’s $62 million contract is the largest ever given by the Canes, 
topping the 10-year, $60 million deal that Jordan Staal signed in June 
2012 soon after being traded to Carolina by Pittsburgh. 

CapFriendly.com, which tracks player salaries, reported that Svechnikov, 
who wears No. 37, received a signing bonus of $4,000,037 that he said 
he might give to his parents and family. 

Svechnikov said he was both happy and bit relieved to have the contract 
issue settled. Now it’s all about the hockey. 

“We’ve got a great team and great coaches and we’re going to make it 
happen,” Svechnikov said. 
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‘I want to be a Hurricane’: Andrei Svechnikov inks richest contract in 
Hurricanes history 

 

By Sara Civian  

Aug 26, 2021 

  

The Hurricanes were one of the most active teams at the beginning of 
NHL free agency, bringing in a brand new goalie tandem, a relatively new 
blue line and a familiar group of forwards. With an emerging RFA star to 
sign, though, most of those transactions were $1 million here, $1 million 
there type deals — leaving about $12,326,417 in cap space to play with. 

General manager Don Waddell used most of it Thursday to sign 21-year-
old winger Andrei Svechnikov to an eight-year deal with an AAV of $7.75 
million. 

The Canes have considered Svechnikov a potential cornerstone of their 
franchise from the moment they drafted him No. 2 in 2018, and multiple 
sources have said they would’ve taken him with the No. 1 pick. Part of it 
is about his unique playmaking ability — the way he drives to the net 
combined with his scoring touch. Part of it lies in his answer when asked 
what he was planning on doing with his $4,000,037 million signing bonus. 

“I’ll probably just give it to my parents, to my family,” he said via Zoom on 
Thursday. 

“Just watching Andrei in and around the rink every day, he’s the type of 
player who puts his time in,” Waddell added. “I’ve walked down there an 
hour, two hours after practice, and he’s out there shooting pucks. He’s all 
in. He’s a dedicated athlete. He’s a great teammate. The guys love him. 
Overall, you’re talking about a young man that just got paid ($4.6 billion) 
rubles (Russian currency) and I don’t think it’s going to change his way of 
thinking or the way he conducts himself.” 

The full contract breakdown via CapFriendly has Svechnikov earning a 
$2 million base salary with a $4,000,037 signing bonus in 2021-22, $7 
million in 2022-23, $9 million in 2023-24, $9 million in 2024-25, $10 
million in 2025-26, $7 million in 2026-27, $6 million in 2027-28 and $8 
million in 2028-29. A 10-team trade list clause kicks in for the last four 
years of the deal. 

Svechnikov’s $62 million contract is the biggest in Hurricanes history, 
and eight years is no bridge deal — both the dollar amount and the term 
are a mutual vote of confidence that he will only keep improving. 

“From Day 1 when we started, we’ve always been talking about a long-
term deal — that was the good part, we were on the same page,” 
Waddell said. “It was about finding the right number for eight years. … 
Andrei is one of our key players, and moving forward it’s going to 
become an even bigger role. We’re excited about it and it’s also nice our 
owner Tom Dundon was very supportive of the deal. Obviously, it was a 
lot of money to commit, but we all felt it was a very worthy investment.” 

Svechnikov has recorded 59 goals and 81 assists (140 points) in 205 
career regular-season games, including career highs in goals (24), 
assists (37) and points (61) in 68 games in 2019-20. He dipped in 
production with 15 goals and 42 points in 55 games last season, but part 
of that felt like working out growing pains in the form of focusing on 
reducing stick infractions and improving his two-way game for the long 
term. 

His time on ice average has increased from 14:39 to 16:44 to 17:32 in his 
three NHL seasons as head coach Rod Brind’Amour prepares him for a 
permanent role on the top line, an endeavor partially thwarted last 
season due to Teuvo Teravainen’s time out with injuries. 

This contract looks like a win for the Canes in terms of projected Game 
Score Value Added, aka Dom Luszczyszyn’s model that is particularly 
useful when assessing unique players like Svechnikov. Luszczyszyn’s 
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model has Svechnikov’s market value at $9.9 million (meaning if he hit 
the open market, not his projected salary before the signing). Evolving-
Hockey’s model projected Svechnikov costing an $8.07 million cap hit for 
an eight-year term. 

Also consider that the cap will probably rise in the next eight years, and 
you’ve got to remember Svechnikov is only 21. This deal buys the Canes 
one restricted-free-agency year, three RFA-arbitration years and four 
unrestricted-free-agency years. 

“It’s actually an easy decision for me,” Svechnikov said. “I want to be (in 
Carolina for) eight years. I want to be a Hurricane.” 

There are so few comparable players because there are so few net-
driven, playmaking power forwards with penchants for lacrosse goals in 
the world — especially those of which haven’t yet hit their peak. 
According to CapFriendly, Svechnikov’s top contract comparables are 
Clayton Keller (8 x $7.15 million), Kyle Connor (7 x $7.14 million), 
Vladimir Tarasenko (8 x $7.5 million), William Nylander (6 x $6.96 million) 
and David Pastrnak (6 x $6.67 million). 

For more on the analytics and value, we turn to analyst extraordinaire 
and Athletic contributor Shayna Goldman, who will grace us with some 
more context about this blockbuster deal in rapid-fire, bullet-point form: 

• Using Luszczyszyn’s similarity score generator, we can find player 
comps who rank closely to Svechnikov’s 2020-21 season while also 
factoring in attributes such as age, height and weight. This tool does not 
account for playing styles, though. Svechnikov’s best match is Ryan 

Strome, who qualifies as a partial match. Few players really stack up to 
Svechnikov, and it may be because he’s been an elite play-driver without 
having the scoring totals to match quite yet. There’s only so much to lean 
on without close matches. They do point to a high probability of this 
contract working out long term. 

• Not only does this deal come in below market value and salary 
projections, but it ensures the Hurricanes will be paying a cost-effective 
price throughout his prime. This is Svechnikov’s second contract, and 
signing him to a short-term deal could have increased his worth before 
his long-term deal. Players generally peak in their early- to mid-20s, so at 
21, he will be getting paid for current and future value. 

• No team signed players to eight-year contracts in the first year of the 
flat cap era. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, signed at the start of the summer, 
was the first. Now, including Svechnikov and Sean Couturier, who signed 
hours later, there have been 10 eight-year deals handed out this 
offseason. For context, there have only been six seven-year contracts 
signed since the flat cap started. 
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