
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 30, 2021 

 

 

 

Hurricanes tender offer sheet for Canadiens’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi  

By Chip Alexander  

Two years ago, the Montreal Canadiens tendered an offer 
sheet to Sebastian Aho of the Carolina Hurricanes, an offer 
the Canes matched to keep their star center. 

Now, it’s the Canadiens’ turn. 

The Canes on Saturday tendered an offer sheet to restricted 
free agent forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi of Montreal. The one-
year contract, which Kotkaniemi signed, pays a salary of 
$6,100,015 for the 2021-22 season. It also has a $20 signing 
bonus for the Finnish forward. 

The Canadiens have seven days to match the offer. If the 
Canadiens do not match, they will receive a first-round pick 
and a third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft as 
compensation from the Hurricanes. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina,” Canes president and general manager Don 
Waddell said in a statement. “He sees the core we’ve built 
here and he wants to be a part of that. We’re proud, but 
there’s still a waiting period. When you make an offer like 
that, we saw a vulnerable position. The offer, with the 
compensation and the core we have, we realized that it was 
the best chance we had to get the player.” 

The Habs made a run at Aho when free agency began on 
July 1, 2019, with an offer sheet that would pay Aho $42.28 
million over five years. Canes owner Tom Dundon, a Dallas 
billionaire, quickly said he would match the offer, calling the 

offer sheet a “waste of time” on Montreal’s part and adding, 
“Writing that check is no big deal.” 

Talk about trolling. Waddell’s comments mimicked what 
Montreal general manager Marc Bergevin said in 2019 after 
the offer sheet for Aho — “We’re proud, but there’s still a 
waiting period.”  

And the $20 bonus? Aho does wear No. 20.  

Kotkaniemi, 21, had an indifferent season with Montreal in 
2020-21, finishing with five goals and 15 assists in 56 
games. In the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs, he had eight points 
(5 goals, 3 assists) in 19 games. 

The Habs reached the Stanley Cup finals against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, only to be beaten in five games. Kotkaniemi 
was benched during long stretches of Game 3 and then 
made a healthy scratch in Games 4 and 5. 

Habs coach Dominique Ducharme said that was not a 
“punishment.” He noted Kotkaniemi was a “good team guy” 
who understood the situation.  

Kotkaniemi, a native of Pori, Finland, was selected in the first 
round (third overall) in the 2018 NHL Draft by Montreal. He 
has 62 points (22 goals, 40 assists) in 171 career NHL 
regular-season games 

The next move belongs to the Habs’ Bergevin -- match the 
offer sheet or let Kotkaniemi go and take the draft picks. With 
the Habs squeezed by the salary cap, it could make for an 
interesting week, for the Canadiens and the Canes.
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The Hurricanes’ swipe back at the Canadiens is more than just spite from the Aho offer  

By Luke DeCock  

Put aside for a moment — if that’s even possible — the 
extraordinary pettiness that the Carolina Hurricanes’ offer 
sheet for Jesperi Kotkaniemi was swaddled in like gaudy gift 
wrap. It’s actually a shrewd hockey move, even at $6 million 
and change. 

True, the Hurricanes probably wouldn’t have been as 
motivated to put the Montreal Canadiens in the absolute fix 
they’re in now if the Canadiens hadn’t offered Sebastian Aho 
that front-loaded offer sheet that was a complete no-brainer 
to match, even if it will end up costing the Hurricanes down 
the road. 

But this is more than retribution served at 0 degrees Kelvin, 
overflowing with snidery, from the $20 signing bonus to the 
salvos of Twitter trolling and the press release cut-and-
pasted from Montreal’s own on Aho. 

Think about it this way: Would you want a promising, 21-
year-old two-way center, arguably rushed to the NHL, for 
what should be a late first-round pick and a third? Of course 
you would, even if he only scored five goals last season and 
was curiously scratched during the Stanley Cup Final, the 
genesis of the bad blood the Hurricanes are currently 
exploiting. 

The Kotkaniemi offer sheet is also the latest salvo in a quietly 
simmering feud between the franchises that replaced the 
open Adams Division warfare of the the Hartford days. The 
old-money-nouveau-riche tension between the two 
franchises, the most storied in NHL history and the most 
mocked, didn’t start with the Canadiens’ offer sheet to Aho. 

It goes back 20 years, to the extraordinary events of two 
remarkable playoff series, catalyzed by the disbelief that a 
team from Caroline du Nord, of all places, could eliminate — 
and even outright embarrass — the Habs on their own 
hallowed home ice. Twice. It was surely coincidence that for 
many years a new relocation rumor seemed to bubble up as 
soon as the Canadiens’ charter left the ground on its way to 
Raleigh. 

The Aho offer sheet didn’t arise from that, but it certainly fed 
into it, mocking Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon’s willingness 
to dip into his pocket to pay Aho an immediate $11 million 
signing bonus. Now Dundon and the Hurricanes have 
returned the favor, and not merely for revenge.  

Reap, sow. 

The fact that Kotkaniemi will be paid about double what he’s 
probably worth this season is just the price to get that done, 
a $3 million tax paid to the player instead of the Canadiens. 
And there’s nothing stopping the Hurricanes from doing a 

long-term deal with Kotkaniemi in January at a more 
reasonable fair-market rate for a young center who hasn’t 
quite lived up to his draft position, but still has plenty of time 
to do so. (Should he be willing to factor the extra $3 million in 
his bank account into the bargain, all the better, although 
he’s certainly under no obligation to do so.) 

At worst, he’s a promising young forward who fills the 
immediate hole in the Hurricanes’ top nine, making it tougher 
for top prospect Seth Jarvis to make the team — not the 
worst thing in the world for his development. (Jack Drury 
could still fit on the fourth line, and just might.) At best, 
Kotkaniemi is a future replacement for Vincent Trocheck at 
center, although the Hurricanes see Trocheck as a long-term 
piece of their core even in a smaller role someday. 

There are salary-cap issues for a team with about $4.5 
million in space after Andrei Svechnikov’s extension was 
finalized Thursday, but those can theoretically be addressed 
by putting Jake Gardiner on long-term injured reserve — 
which is, nevertheless, not the magic wand fans sometimes 
think it is. The Hurricanes would have to be $4 million over 
the cap to take full advantage of it, which would require 
another move or signing, and Gardiner would have to fail his 
physical or be willing, essentially, to retire. 

That’s the easiest path forward, but it’s not entirely assured. 

And whatever issues the Hurricanes have are nickels and 
dimes compared to the Canadiens’ own cap issues. 

They already lost their best two-way center, Phillip Danault, 
in free agency. Losing Kotkaniemi would leave them very 
soft down the middle but matching the offer sheet would put 
them about $8 million over the cap. It may make more sense 
for the Canadiens to take two draft picks for the player 
picked immediately after Svechnikov than further restructure 
their roster to fit him in, especially since the Canadiens would 
almost certainly have to qualify him at that salary next 
summer. This is a gift that would keep on giving and giving. 

The Aho offer will cost the Hurricanes in what might have 
been years six, seven or eight of the long-term deal he could 
have signed with them instead of accepting the offer sheet. 
There’s time to plan for that. This hits the Habs where it hurts 
right now. 

So it’s kind of a no-lose for the Hurricanes — they’d happily 
give up a first and a third and $3 million for Kotkaniemi in a 
vacuum — and very much a no-win for the Habs. That 
shouldn’t get lost in all the extracurriculars, as entertaining or 
immature as they may be, depending on one’s perspective. 

It’s a hockey move above all else, even if there’s so much 
else.
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Karma’s a rodeo: Why the Hurricanes tendered an offer sheet to the Canadiens’ Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi 

By Sara Civian 

Let’s go back to July 1, 2019, for a minute. In these simpler 
times, the only drama you were dealing with was the 
Canadiens’ decision to tender an offer sheet to Carolina’s 
rising star center Sebastian Aho. 

Aho signed the five-year, $8.454 million average-annual-
value contract, laden with the most signing bonuses the 
Canadiens could have possibly constructed. This would end 
up costing the Hurricanes $21 million in the first year of the 
contract alone — mostly because of the signing bonuses. 

For whatever reason — rumors, reputation, general disdain 
for a disruptor — it seemed like Montreal general manager 
Marc Bergevin was trying to call Hurricanes owner and noted 
billionaire Tom Dundon’s bluff. Obviously, the Canadiens 
messed up, giving the Canes a pretty good deal for their No. 
1 center and banking on Dundon — again: a billionaire — not 
being able to afford the bonuses. 

Here’s the thing: You can hate Dundon all you want, and you 
can disagree with some of his practices, but he’s still super 
rich. And this super-rich guy seems to run on two things: 
depreciated assets and spite. So if you go out of your way to 
make him pay an extra several million dollars just to prove he 
isn’t broke, he’s going to pay it with a smile on his face. And 
then he is not going to help you out. 

Instead, apparently, two years later he’s going to hit you 
where it actually hurts. Going to make it petty. That’s what 
we got Saturday, when the Hurricanes announced that they 
had tendered a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet to 
Canadiens RFA Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the No. 3 pick in the 
2018 NHL Draft, and that he had signed the deal. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer,” Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell said in a news release. “He wants to 
come to Carolina. He sees the core we’ve built here and he 
wants to be a part of that. We’re proud, but there’s still a 
waiting period.” 

Sound familiar? 

“Sebastian Aho accepted our offer,” Bergevin said in 2019. 
“He wants to come to Montreal. He sees our youngsters 
coming up in the organization and he wants to be a part of 
that. We’re proud, but there’s still a waiting period.” 

The Hurricanes’ offer sheet included a $20 signing bonus, a 
confirmed homage to Aho’s jersey number. 

Jokes and pettiness aside, let’s remember this is an actual 
transaction that occurred. Kotkaniemi will join the Hurricanes 
unless the Canadiens match the offer sheet in the next 
seven days (deadline: Sept. 4). 

If the Canadiens don’t match the offer, they will receive a 
first-round pick and a third-round pick in the NHL Draft as 
compensation from the Hurricanes. Where it was a no-
brainer for the Canes to match Aho’s offer sheet (abundance 
of cap space and a reasonable cap hit), though, there are 
some different implications at play with Kotkaniemi and the 
Canadiens. 

The Hurricanes signing Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 
million offer this year means his qualifying offer for next year 
would also be $6.1 million. The Canes are setting the floor 
for Kotkaniemi, a 21-year-old player with huge potential — 
but still, potential — with this move. They’re doing this 
knowing Montreal is in salary-cap trouble. This contract 
would put Montreal about $8.38 million over the salary cap 
for 22 players, with their expected LTIR relief from Shea 
Weber only coming in at $7.86 million. If the Canadiens 
match the offer sheet, they will need to settle that balance 
and add another player to the roster. 

If the Canadiens don’t match, the Hurricanes will find 
themselves about $1.5 million over the salary cap with 
Kotkaniemi, but this is easily fixed if they trade Jake Gardiner 
or if they waive him and someone picks him up. 

Kotkaniemi has scored 62 points (22 goals, 40 assists) in 
171 regular-season games, with 12 points (nine goals, three 
assists) in 29 playoff games. Last season, he scored 20 
points (five goals, 15 assists) in 56 regular-season games 
and eight points (five goals, three assists) in 19 playoff 
games. 

Is that alone worth $6.1 million for a team that just let Dougie 
Hamilton walk (to the Devils for a $9 million AAV)? Probably 
not. But you’ve seen the way the Canes have operated this 
offseason — almost all signings have been of the one-year 
variety. To the Canes, short-term flexibility is clearly more 
important than a dollar amount. 

The combination of spite, the potential of a young emerging 
star, the Hurricanes’ need for depth scoring and a one-year 
contract adds up. At its worst, the Hurricanes signing 
Kotkaniemi will be an ego-driven, one-year mistake. At its 
best, the Canes found a young player, friends with their 
many Finns, who fits into their high-octane offensive scheme. 
Regardless of anything else, the Canes have officially 
screwed over the team that thought it had screwed over the 
Canes. 

Waddell couldn’t immediately be reached for comment, as he 
was at a rodeo hosted by PNC Arena. 

It wasn’t his first. 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 30, 2021 

 

Canadiens in no-win situation with Jesperi Kotkaniemi, but they should be asking 
themselves how they got to this point 

By Arpon Basu 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi is not a $6.1 million NHL player. Not yet, 
at least. Let’s get that out of the way immediately. 

The Carolina Hurricanes surely know that, but signing 
Kotkaniemi to a one-year offer sheet at that amount had less 
to do with that indisputable fact and everything to do with the 
Canadiens signing Sebastian Aho to a decidedly less 
effective offer sheet two years ago. A quick glance at the 
Hurricanes’ Twitter feed makes that abundantly clear. 
There’s not a whole lot of subtlety to it, right down to 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell’s quote in the 
team’s press release matching almost word for word exactly 
what Marc Bergevin said after the Aho offer sheet in 2019. 

But putting all that fun stuff aside, the Aho offer sheet was 
actually a blessing for the Hurricanes. It got their star player 
under contract, and they needed roughly three seconds to 
decide to match. 

It won’t be that easy for the Canadiens. And that’s the point. 

This is how offer sheets are supposed to work. When done 
correctly, an offer sheet needs to put a team in a position 
where it can’t win, where matching the offer is almost as 
detrimental as allowing the player to walk and taking the 
compensation, which, in this case, would be a 2022 first- and 
third-round draft pick. 

There is no logical reason for the Canadiens to match the 
Hurricanes’ offer to Kotkaniemi because not only does it 
throw their salary structure out of whack for next season, but 
also future seasons because that $6.1 million number 
becomes Kotkaniemi’s qualifying offer next season as well. 
So that essentially becomes his new floor (there is a 
mechanism in the CBA where a team can take a player to 
arbitration to try and get his qualifying offer down to 85 
percent of his previous salary, but it’s barely ever used, 
would be highly contentious, there would be no guarantee an 
arbitrator would rule in the team’s favour and even if that 
happened, it would only lower the qualifying offer to roughly 
$5.2 million). 

The Hurricanes are taking a rather sizable risk that 
Kotkaniemi will prove to be worth that kind of money in the 
long run, that overpaying him now will pay off later when he 
is still under team control and playing at a level that warrants 
a salary like that. It’s entirely possible that happens because 
Kotkaniemi is only 21 with three years experience in the NHL 
and a load of talent. But it’s a risk because he has not shown 
in those three years that he will necessarily become that 
player. He might. He might not. 

The Canadiens clearly have their doubts. 

When Bergevin was asked at the opening of free agency if 
he feels confident going into next season with Kotkaniemi as 
his second-line centre despite the fact he has not yet shown 
the ability to play that role in the NHL, he made it sound like 
the question had been causing him sleepless nights. 

“That’s a very, very good question that I’ve asked myself 
almost every day for the last couple of weeks,” Bergevin 

said. “As a player, we love KK’s potential, we love the peak 
of his game. Sometimes, even I get caught wanting more, 
fast. He’s still a young player that just turned 21. Yes, I do 
want him to be more constant, I do want him to have his best 
game almost every night.” 

The peak of Kotkaniemi’s game is definitely worth $6.1 
million a year if he could produce that peak game 60-odd 
times in an 82-game season, but Bergevin made it clear the 
problem he had with handing Kotkaniemi the second-line 
centre job is that he does not produce his peak game nearly 
that often right now. 

The irony of Bergevin’s comments back then compared to 
now is that he was talking about being fiscally prudent with 
finding a centre who could shelter Kotkaniemi for one more 
year. 

“I can’t just go out and sign a third-line centre that’s going to 
shelter KK, or we’re going to trade for one that makes $5 
million or over. I need to be careful,” Bergevin said. “As you 
know, certain positions, teams on average put certain dollars 
depending where their team’s at. So, where we’re at today, I 
have to be careful.” 

The Hurricanes have thrown “careful” out the window for the 
Canadiens. Nothing they do now can be considered careful. 
Bergevin knows he will need to sign Nick Suzuki next 
offseason (who was apparently discussing the Kotkaniemi 
offer sheet with his family over dinner Saturday night), and 
then comes Alexander Romanov and Cole Caufield. He still 
has Carey Price on the books at $10.5 million a year, the 
salary cap is not moving for a few years and there are still 
holes that need filling. If Kotkaniemi gets $6.1 million, how 
much will Suzuki want next offseason? 

That’s what Bergevin means by careful. 

Meanwhile, Phillip Danault is in Los Angeles, having signed 
for $600,000 less than Kotkaniemi, and the Canadiens 
already had no one to adequately replace him. Now the 
Canadiens might have to replace two centres instead of one. 

The 2022 draft is looking strong, plus it will be held in 
Montreal. Though Carolina remains a good team, the 
Hurricanes lost Dougie Hamilton for nothing this offseason 
and have significantly downgraded in goal. There is nothing 
saying they are guaranteed to make the playoffs in a 
competitive Metropolitan Division, which means that first-
round pick the Canadiens would receive for letting 
Kotkaniemi walk could potentially be somewhere in the mid-
teens. Considering how difficult it will be for the Canadiens to 
make the playoffs in the Atlantic Division, they might have 
two picks in that range in a draft they are hosting. 

Is that proper compensation for a player the Canadiens 
selected third overall only three years ago? Not really, no. 
But the Canadiens can’t look at it that way. They need to 
look at the player they drafted and where he is three years 
later as opposed to the precious draft capital they used to 
acquire him in the first place. It’s true that Kotkaniemi 
represents only the second top-three pick the Canadiens 
have had since they picked first overall in 1980 (and selected 
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Doug Wickenheiser over Dave Babych, Denis Savard, Larry 
Murphy and Paul Coffey), and it’s also true that the other 
third overall pick in that span was Alex Galchenyuk. 

Galchenyuk was either a drafting or development error, or 
perhaps a bit of both. Losing Kotkaniemi to Carolina for a 
first- and third-round draft pick only three years later would 
feel like something similar. Not that the players are remotely 
similar, but the fact this is such a difficult decision for the 
Canadiens means Kotkaniemi has not developed the way 
they anticipated, which was also the case with Galchenyuk. 

Kotkaniemi is not a $6.1 million NHL player, no. But if the 
Canadiens were even remotely certain he will become one, 
this decision would be a rather easy one. 

There is no shortage of people who believe drafting 
Kotkaniemi was an error, especially with Brady Tkachuk 
going one pick later to the Ottawa Senators and blossoming 
just down the road (many of those people conveniently forget 
that the player most were clamouring for the Canadiens to 
draft that year was Filip Zadina and not Tkachuk). That pick 
is surely debatable three years later. 

But one thing that is less debatable is that Kotkaniemi’s 
development has not gone according to plan. Those who like 
the player and those who don’t can surely agree on that. So 
one question the Canadiens should be asking themselves is 
how they got to this point with this player? 

Because what is most important here from a developmental 
and organizational culture standpoint is not so much that the 
Hurricanes tendered this offer sheet to Kotkaniemi. It is the 
fact he signed it. 

Yes, $6.1 million is a lot of money and it would not be very 
intelligent for any player to turn that down. This sets up 
Kotkaniemi for life because, as we mentioned, it has 
completely altered the minimum amount he can expect to 
make for the next few years, assuming he plays well enough 
to at least continue getting qualifying offers. 

But an exit strategy from Montreal is not something 
Kotkaniemi has always wanted, and signing this offer sheet 
makes it clear that exiting Montreal is something he would 
not mind doing. Aho signing the Canadiens’ offer sheet was 
different in that it would have been reasonable for Aho to 
believe the Hurricanes would match it, because it was 
eminently matchable. 

This offer sheet to Kotkaniemi is not that. The Canadiens 
might match it, they might decide the financial risk is worth it 
to protect the asset and the investment they have made in 
Kotkaniemi. But there is no way Kotkaniemi is sitting at home 
right now confident that will happen. This offer sheet puts the 
Canadiens in an impossible situation. If they match it, they 
have a financial headache for years, plus the pressure on 
Kotkaniemi to perform would be enormous, crushing even. 

So, leaving Montreal would appear to be something that 
Kotkaniemi is not only willing to do, but is actively seeking 
because of how difficult this offer sheet is to match. 

At the end of Kotkaniemi’s rookie season, I went out for 
lunch with him and his parents. One thing he said that day 
stands out now because it showed where his mindset was in 
terms of his future in Montreal. 

We were discussing his difficult second half of the season, 
how he was a healthy scratch a few times, how he was 
benched at the end of games as the Canadiens pushed for 
an unexpected playoff spot, and he admitted that was difficult 
for him. 

But he was able to see the bright side of it all. 

“It was good going through all these things this year, my first 
year,” Kotkaniemi said then. “I still have two years left on my 
rookie contract, so it was good to have that now and not later 
when I’m 28 and fighting for a new contract.” 

See that? Kotkaniemi, six weeks shy of his 19th birthday, just 
randomly said he would be fighting for a new contract at age 
28. His rookie contract expiring at age 21, that would mean 
Kotkaniemi was expecting at the time that he would be 
signing a seven-year extension with the Canadiens. It was a 
plan in his head. A goal. That was anything but random. 

In other words, he saw his future in Montreal at the time. 

The following season was a disaster, for both Kotkaniemi 
and the Canadiens. Injury after injury derailed Kotkaniemi’s 
second NHL season, but the onset of the pandemic gave him 
a chance to return for the playoffs, and he shined. Last 
season, Kotkaniemi struggled to find consistency, but it 
should be noted he didn’t benefit from any consistency either 
in terms of linemates or role. He was 20, remember, and 
while some would argue the onus was on him to make the 
best of his situation – it’s a fair argument – it could just as 
easily be argued the Canadiens did not put him in a situation 
to succeed. 

Then the playoffs began and Kotkaniemi was a healthy 
scratch. When they ended roughly six weeks later in the 
Stanley Cup Final, Kotkaniemi was again a healthy scratch. 
He played a bunch of games in between, 19 to be precise, 
and produced eight points. He didn’t exactly set the world on 
fire, but he also turned 21 the day before the Canadiens lost 
in the Final with him watching from the stands in Tampa. 

And then, once the playoffs were over, Kotkaniemi heard his 
general manager say this: “If I don’t have a choice, if I don’t 
see there’s a fit, then I’m going to have to rely and hope that 
KK gets the job done. That’s just the reality of being a GM in 
the National Hockey League. Sometimes, you can’t fill those 
spots, you have to be careful, and if it’s not there, you hope 
the young player’s going to take the next step. I don’t know 
that for sure, but that might have to be the case with KK.” 

Bergevin said that July 28, the opening day of free agency, 
the day Danault left to sign with the Kings, but also the day 
Kotkaniemi became a restricted free agent and was therefore 
allowed to listen to offers from rival teams. 

Exactly one month later, Kotkaniemi signed his offer sheet. 

The Hurricanes’ motives here are not purely hockey-related, 
but when they made that offer to Kotkaniemi, they showed 
more belief in him than the Canadiens had shown in nearly 
two years. His own GM told the world that the worst-case 
scenario for his team would be to settle on having 
Kotkaniemi be its second-line centre this season. So for 
those who were offended by the fact Kotkaniemi agreed to a 
contract that was so obviously an attempt to troll the 
Canadiens – with a base salary of $6,100,015 and a signing 
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bonus of $20 as a way of getting both Kotkaniemi’s and 
Aho’s jersey numbers in the offer – perhaps Kotkaniemi was 
in a headspace where trolling the Canadiens was not all that 
disagreeable to him. 

No matter what happens here, whether they match the offer 
or let Kotkaniemi walk away for two draft picks, the 
Canadiens will not win. But with several important young 
players already on the team, and with more coming, the 

Canadiens would do well to ask themselves what happened 
here, how this relationship deteriorated to this level this 
quickly. 

Because while the Canadiens could justifiably be angry at 
the Hurricanes for the way they celebrated this offer sheet, 
for the motivation behind it, they should be more concerned 
that one of their most prized prospects was willing to play 
along.

 
 

 

 

Hurricanes exact revenge, sign Montreal’s Kotkaniemi to offer sheet 

The 21-year-old center was drafted third overall in 2018 

By Cory Lavalette 

Call it revenge, pettiness — whatever you like. The Carolina 
Hurricanes fired back at the Montreal Canadiens on 
Saturday by signing restricted free agent enter Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi to an offer sheet, 25 months after the Habs did 
the same to Sebastian Aho. 

And while the Hurricanes would certainly love to add the 21-
year-old center who was the third overall pick behind Andrei 
Svechnikov in the 2018 NHL Draft, it’s clear this move was 
also about exacting revenge on Montreal GM Marc Bergevin 
and his cap-strapped club. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina,” said Hurricanes GM Don Waddell in a press 
release, one that was nearly identical to Bergevin’s 
statement about Aho two years ago. “He sees the core we’ve 
built here and he wants to be a part of that. We’re proud, but 
there’s still a waiting period. When you make an offer like 
that, we saw a vulnerable position. The offer, with the 
compensation and the core we have, we realized that it was 
the best chance we had to get the player.” 

The one-year, $6,100,015 contract — which, according to 
CapFriendly.com, includes an extra $20 signing bonus that is 
undoubtedly a nod to Aho’s sweater number, along with a 
$15 on the end of the base of the deal for Kotkaniemi’s 
number in Montreal — also comes with compensatory draft 
picks for the Canadiens. If they chose not to match 
Carolina’s offer sheet, the Habs would receive the 
Hurricanes’ first- and third-round picks in next year’s draft. 
Carolina holds all seven of its draft choices in the 2022 draft, 
along with extra picks in the third (Chicago), sixth (Anaheim) 
and seventh (Columbus) rounds. 

The Canadiens signed Aho to a five-year, $42.27 million 
offer sheet on July 1, 2019, and Carolina quickly announced 
its intention to match. Aho is entering the third year of the 
deal that pays him an average of 8,460,250 annually. He will 

be an unrestricted free agent when the deal expires following 
the 2023-24 campaign. 

But for all focus on the front office rivalry aspect of the 
signing, Kotkaniemi also represents a need for Carolina. 
While the Hurricanes are deep down the middle with Aho, 
Vincent Trocheck and Jordan Staal, Trocheck is one year 
from unrestricted free agency and Staal two. Staal will also 
be 33 in two weeks. 

The 6-foot-2, 184-pound Kotkaniemi has shown flashes of 
brilliance in his young career but has totaled just 22 goals 
and 62 points in 171 games. But he’s often been 
underutilized in Montreal and was even scratched for Games 
4 and 5 of the Stanley Cup Final in exchange for the even 
less established Jake Evans. Kotkaniemi had five goals and 
three assists in 19 games during the Canadiens’ run to the 
Final. 

Kotkaniemi had five goals and 20 assists in 56 games last 
season after managing just eight points in 36 games in his 
sophomore campaign. His rookie season in 2018-19 was 
certainly the best of his first three NHL seasons — he had 11 
goals and 34 points in 79 games. For his career, he’s 
averaged under 14 minutes of ice time per game in Montreal. 

His underlying numbers, however, have been very good. He 
had a 59.4% Corsi For last season, matching the entirety of 
his career, though he has taken nearly two-thirds of his zone 
starts in the offensive zone since entering the league. 

Carolina has long had an affinity for Finnish players and has 
a large contingent led by Aho, Teuvo Teravainen — who 
works with the same agency as Kotkaniemi, Wasserman — 
and newly acquired goalie Antti Raanta. The Hurricanes 
have also drafted eight Finns the past five drafts. 

TSN’s Pierre LeBrun reported that the Hurricanes tried to 
strike a deal with Montreal for the young center but 
negotiations didn’t get very far. Enter the offer sheet. 

Now Carolina will wait to see if the Canadiens will match. 
Montreal has seven days to decide if they want to pay 
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Kotkaniemi that amount (and have it as the basis of his 
qualifying offer following the 2021-22 season) or accept the 
Hurricanes’ two draft picks. 

If the Habs decide to retain Kotkaniemi, there will be some 
cap maneuvering necessary for a team that has some 
cushion due to long-term injuries to captain Shea Weber and 

Paul Byron but will still be tight against the NHL’s salary 
ceiling. 

The Hurricanes — who signed Svechnikov to an eight-year, 
$62 million contract extension earlier in the week — have 
more than $4.5 million in cap space currently available but 
have a few options to get under the $81.5 million threshold if 
they land Kotkaniemi.

 

 

 

Canes strike back at Montreal  

By Adam Gold 

The Carolina Hurricanes, apparently, do not forget. 

Two years and (almost) two months after the Montreal 
Canadiens inked (then) restricted free agent Sebastian Aho 
to an offer sheet, the Canes turned the tables. Saturday, in 
the middle of a sweltering North Carolina afternoon, Tom 
Dundon and company turned the heat up on the Canadiens 
with a 1-year, $6.1 million offer sheet to 21-year old center 
Jesperi Kotkaneimi. 

"When you make an offer like this, you see a position that is 
a bit vulnerable...with the group of young players we have, 
with the contracts that are coming up in the future, we 
realized that this was the best place for us to be, with the 
best chance of getting the player” 

Those words actually came from Montreal general manager 
Marc Bergevin, July 1, 2019, upon getting Aho’s signature on 
that offer sheet, one the Hurricanes obviously had no issue 
meeting. Oddly enough, Canes’ GM Don Waddell’s 
comments -- via team press release -- seemed oddly similar. 
“When you make an offer like that, we saw a vulnerable 
position. The offer, with the compensation and the core we 
have, we realized that it was the best chance we had to get 
the player.” 

I’m sorry, but it’s really hard to stop laughing about this. I 
expect that the Canadiens will match the offer sheet as 
Kotkaneimi is one of their bright young players. However, the 
player who was taken 3rd overall in the 2018 draft -- yes, 
immediately following Andrei Svechnikov -- isn’t worth 
anywhere close to the $6.1 million price tag. Oh wait, I 
almost forgot the $20 signing bonus. 

No, that is NOT a misprint. I didn’t forget a comma and four 
zeros, or five zeros. The signing bonus is TWENTY 
DOLLARS. A Starbucks gift card, a good pair of socks, or a 
beer and a half at PNC Arena.  

Sebastian Aho’s uniform number is 20 isn’t it? Hmmmmm 

Now, back to the fact that the Hurricanes just promised to 
give a player all that money who in three NHL seasons has 
62 points in 171 games. He’s basically scoring at a Brock 
McGinn level and we just saw McGinn leave town for less 
than half of that ($2.75 million) in average annual value. 

Of course, Kotkaneimi isn’t McGinn, he’s a fantastic prospect 
with tremendous upside that just hasn’t had the light come 
on for him yet. But, $6.1 million? That’s almost $100,000 per 
career point! 

It’s at least twice what Montreal was probably hoping to pay 
a player who has yet to really gain traction. And, if the Habs 
don’t match the offer, Carolina will not only lose 1st and 3rd 
round picks in next summer’s draft, but they’ve just 
guaranteed a yet-to-develop player a very developed 
player’s annual salary. 

In other words, if the Hurricanes want to keep Kotkaneimi 
after this season it will cost them at least another $6.1 million 
in a qualifying offer. It’s kind of a put up type season 
suddenly for a player. You can get away with that for one 
year, but if Jesperi fails to take a significant step forward, it’s 
likely that this will end up as a $6.1 million practical joke -- no 
matter how satisfying the revenge may be. 

One more thing, unless head coach Rod Brind’Amour wants 
Kotkaneimi to center the 4th line (spoiler, he doesn’t), you 
have to expect that he’ll have to play left wing this year. Who 
knows, playing the wing was good for Aho’s development. 
Same with Martin Necas and way back when it was also 
beneficial to Eric Staal. 

But, slice it any way you want, this is absolutely hysterical, 
straight down to the plagiarized statement from Waddell. But, 
it comes with a cost. Montreal might have slightly overpaid 
Aho two summers ago, but the contract wasn’t outrageous. 
This one is ludicrous, no matter how great his possession 
metrics are. 

For now, the joke is on Montreal. A year from now, I'm not 
sure. 

Right now I'm laughing.
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Kotkaniemi gets offer sheet from Hurricanes; Canadiens can match 

Contract for forward is one-year, $6.1 million; Montreal would 
get two draft picks as compensation 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi signed an offer sheet with the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday. It is for a one-year, $6.1 million 
contract. 

The Montreal Canadiens have until Sept. 4 to match the offer 
and keep the restricted free agent forward or they will receive 
a first-round pick and a third-round pick in the NHL Draft as 
compensation from the Hurricanes. 

The 21-year-old scored 20 points (five goals, 15 assists) in 
56 regular-season games with the Canadiens last season, 
and eight points (five goals, three assists) in 19 Stanley Cup 
Playoff games. 

"Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. 
"He sees the core we've built here and he wants to be a part 
of that. We're proud, but there's still a waiting period. When 
you make an offer like that, we saw a vulnerable position. 
The offer, with the compensation and the core we have, we 
realized that it was the best chance we had to get the 
player." 

Compensation to the team losing a player to an offer sheet 
escalates from no compensation for a contract worth $1.36 
million or less per season, to four first-round draft picks for a 
contract worth more than $10.28 million per season. 

The last offer sheet to lead to a player changing teams was 
one given to Anaheim Ducks forward Dustin Penner, who 

signed with the Edmonton Oilers on July 26, 2007. Anaheim 
received three picks in the 2008 NHL Draft as compensation. 

This is the 10th offer sheet given since 1998. 

Selected by Montreal with the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL 
Draft, Kotkaniemi has scored 62 points (22 goals, 40 assists) 
in 171 regular-season games, and 12 points (nine goals, 
three assists) in 29 playoff games. 

During the 2019 offseason, the Canadiens gave Hurricanes 
center Sebastian Aho a five-year, $42.27 million offer sheet, 
which Carolina matched. 

The offer to Kotkaniemi includes a $20 signing bonus; Aho 
wears No. 20. 

The Hurricanes (36-12-8) finished first in the Discover 
Central Division last season but were eliminated by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in five games in the Stanley Cup 
Second Round. 

Carolina lost forwards Warren Foegele (trade), Brock 
McGinn (Pittsburgh Penguins), Cedric Paquette (Canadiens) 
and Morgan Geekie (Seattle Kraken, 2021 NHL Expansion 
Draft) this offseason. Forwards Derek Stepan and Josh Leivo 
each signed a one-year contract with the Hurricanes. 

Andrei Svechnikov agreed to an eight-year, $62 million 
contract ($7.75 average annual value) with the Hurricanes on 
Thursday. The 21-year-old forward, who was a restricted free 
agent, scored 42 points (15 goals, 27 assists) in 55 games 
last season.
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Hurricanes tender $6.1M offer sheet to Canadiens’ Kotkanemi 

By Stephen Whyno 

The Hurricanes tendered an offer sheet Saturday to 
Canadiens restricted free agent Jesperi Kotkaniemi, a 
response to Montreal trying to poach Carolina’s Sebastian 
Aho the same way two years ago. 

Kotkaniemi signed the offer sheet for $6.1 million for next 
season. The Canadiens have seven days to match or 
receive Carolina’s 2022 first- and third-round picks as 
compensation.  

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina ,” Carolina general manager Don Waddell said. 
“He’s seen the core we’ve built here, and he wants to be a 
part of that.” 

Montreal signed Aho to a $42.3 million, five-year offer sheet 
in the summer of 2019. Carolina quickly matched to keep 
their young star around, and it would be surprising if the 
Canadiens didn’t find a way to keep Kotkaniemi. 

“We’re proud, but there’s still a waiting period,” Waddell said. 
“When you make an offer like that, we saw a (team in a) 

vulnerable position. The offer, with the compensation and the 
core we have, we realized that it was the best chance we 
had to get the player.” 

Carolina’s Twitter account posted the message “People don’t 
forget” about Aho’s offer sheet and referenced the $20 
signing bonus in Kotkaniemi’s deal — Aho’s jersey number. 
Kotkaniemi’s contract which is worth a total of $6,100,015 in 
a nod to his No. 15. 

The threshold for compensation increasing to a first-, a 
second- and a third-rounder in 2022 is $6,166,096. 

The Hurricanes also jabbed at the Canadiens by tweeting the 
news about Kotkaniemi in French. 

The Canadiens and Kotkaniemi’s agent did not immediately 
respond to messages seeking comment about the offer 
sheet. 

Kotkaniemi scored five goals and added three assists during 
Montreal’s surprising run to the Stanley Cup Final. The 21-
year-old Finn who was the third pick in the 2018 has 62 
points in 171 regular-season NHL games.
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Carolina Hurricanes continue tussle with Montreal Canadiens, tender stunning one-year, 
$6.1 million offer to Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

Carolina tendered an offer sheet to restricted free agent 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi on Saturday as the ongoing storyline 
between the Hurricanes and Montreal Canadiens continued. 

Two years after Carolina star forward Sebastian Aho 
received a five-year, $42 million tender as a restricted free 
agent from the Canadiens, a deal that the Hurricanes 
matched, Montreal had the tables turned. 

Kotkaniemi, a sharp shooter who at times was left out of the 
lineup as Montreal raced to the Stanley Cup Finals last 
season, agreed to a one-year contract with Carolina that will 
pay him $6.1 million. The Hurricanes noted in their news 
release that they also gave Kotkaniemi a measly $20 signing 
bonus, further adding to the banter across the league on 
social media. 

In fact, the Hurricanes, in posting the news release on 
Twitter, added "LOL" to the top of the message, then sent 
another one further highlighting the $20 total. 

The contract price, however, is no joke, as a 21-year-old who 
finished with just 20 points last season does not often 
command that high a paycheck in the NHL. But the decision 
now lies with the Canadiens, who will have seven days to 
match the offer or receive a 2022 first-round pick and a third-
round choice as compensation. 

"Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. 
"He sees the core we've built here and he wants to be a part 
of that. We're proud, but there's still a waiting period. When 
you make an offer like that, we saw a vulnerable position. 

The offer, with the compensation and the core we have, we 
realized that it was the best chance we had to get the 
player." 

The Hurricanes, who lost in the second round last season to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, the same team that Montreal 
eventually lost to, has salary cap space this offseason 
because of a few departures off last year's roster, most 
notably star defenseman Dougie Hamilton, who signed with 
the New Jersey Devils. 

But the core -- especially on offense -- that led the 
Hurricanes to a division title last season largely remains, 
including Aho, 24, who led the team with 57 points. Last 
week, Carolina also gave a new deal to forward Andrei 
Svechnikov, 21, securing him for eight years and $62 million. 

Kotkaniemi, a Pori, Finland, native who was the No. 3 overall 
pick in 2018, could mesh well in that youthful offensive mix. 
In 19 postseason games for the Canadiens, he finished with 
five goals and eight points. 

Montreal has room under the salary cap to maneuver prior to 
training camp, especially with injured captain Shea Weber 
out for the season and placed on the NHL's long-term injured 
reserve list. Even still, the $6.1 million figure would send 
them over the cap, forcing a move or two to keep Kotkaniemi 
with the Canadiens at least one more season. 

Regardless of where he ends up, expect the Kotkaniemi 
storyline to continue into the first month of the season at 
least, as the Canadiens and Hurricanes will meet in Montreal 
on Oct. 21.
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Hurricanes tender offer sheet to Canadiens' Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

The Carolina Hurricanes have tendered an offer sheet to 
Montreal Canadiens centre Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

The one-year contract is worth $6.1 million and includes a 
$20 signing bonus, the Hurricanes said in a statement. 

Kotkaniemi has signed the contract with the Hurricanes but 
the Canadiens have seven days to match. If the Canadiens 
decline to match, the Hurricanes will send their first-round 
pick and third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft back to 
Montreal. 

"Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina," said Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell in 
a statement. "He sees the core we've built here and he 
wants to be a part of that. We're proud, but there's still a 
waiting period. When you make an offer like that, we saw a 
vulnerable position. The offer, with the compensation and the 
core we have, we realized that it was the best chance we 
had to get the player." 

The move comes two years after the Canadiens signed 
Hurricanes star Sebastian Aho to a five-year, $42,295,000 
offer sheet which the Hurricanes ultimately matched. 

Kotkaniemi, who was a restricted free agent after his three-
year, entry-level pact had expired, is coming off a season in 
which he posted five goals and 20 points in 56 games. He 
added five goals and nine points in 19 playoff games to help 
the Canadiens reach the Stanley Cup Final. 

Due to his level of NHL experience and age, Kotkaniemi will 
be a restricted free agent after this contract expires. As a 
result, the Hurricanes or Canadiens would then have to offer 
him a qualifying offer worth $6.1 million if a contract 
extension is not negotiated by July 1, 2022. 

If Kotkaniemi departs, the Canadiens' centre depth would 
take a significant hit. With Philip Danault already departed for 
Los Angeles in free agency, the team would have Nick 
Suzuki and Jake Evans potentially anchoring its top-two lines 
down the middle and would almost certainly need to add to 
that position before the season opens. 

For the Hurricanes, this move could potentially add a 
promising young forward to a team with Stanley Cup 
aspirations. Kotkaniemi would be free to play some sheltered 
minutes behind Aho, Vincent Trochek and Jordan Staal, and 
could see some power play time on the second unit.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 30, 2021 

 

 

 

Hurricanes tender offer sheet to Canadiens’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

By Adam Gretz  

It was just two years ago that the Montreal Canadiens 
attempted to snag Sebastian Aho away from the Carolina 
Hurricanes by signing him to a restricted free agent offer 
sheet. The Hurricanes easily matched and everybody just 
moved on and forgot about it. 

Until Saturday. 

That is when the Hurricanes returned the favor to Montreal 
and signed restricted free agent center Jesperi Kotkaniemi to 
an offer sheet. 

The contract is a one-year term that carries a salary cap hit 
of $6.1 million. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said in 
a team statement. “He sees the core we’ve built here and he 
wants to be a part of that. We’re proud, but there’s still a 
waiting period. When you make an offer like that, we saw a 
vulnerable position. The offer, with the compensation and the 
core we have, we realized that it was the best chance we 
had to get the player.” 

The Canadiens now have seven days to match the offer. If 
they choose not to match it, Kotkaniemi will go to the 

Hurricanes while Carolina will surrender its first-and third-
round picks to Montreal as compensation. 

TSN’s Pierre LeBrun reported on Twitter that Carolina had 
tried to trade for Kotkaniemi over the past couple of days but 
did not make any progress in those talks. So they made the 
RFA offer, which Kotkaniemi accepted. 

The 21-year-old Kotkaniemi has played three years for the 
Canadiens after being the No. 3 overall pick in the 2018 NHL 
draft. He has 22 goals and 40 assists in 171 games during 
that time. That includes five goals and 15 assists in 56 
games this past season. 

Montreal is already over the salary cap this offseason so 
matching the offer does seem to be difficult right now, but 
Shea Weber‘s $7.5 million salary cap hit will end up on LTIR 
once the season begins. 

This is only the fifth offer sheet that has been signed in the 
NHL since 2010, following Niklas Hjalmarsson, Shea Weber, 
Ryan O'Reilly, and Aho. All of those were matched. The last 
time an offer sheet was actually successful was was Dustin 
Penner going from Anaheim to Edmonton in 2007, resulting 
in the Oilers surrendering a first, second, and third round 
picks as compensation. That is the only successful offer 
sheet in the salary cap era

. 
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Why Canadiens should refuse to match Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet 

By Adam Gretz  

When the Montreal Canadiens signed Sebastian Aho to an 
offer sheet two years ago it was a no-brainer decision for the 
Carolina Hurricanes to match it. 

Aho was already their best player, and the offer sheet itself 
not only saved the Hurricanes from having to go through a 
tough salary negotiation, it gave them their best player at a 
below market salary. In a lot of ways the offer sheet from 
Montreal did Carolina a favor. 

On Saturday, the Hurricanes still tried to exact some sort of 
revenge for the attempt and signed restricted free agent 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet. 
Montreal now has seven days to match, or walk away with 
some much needed salary cap space, a first-round pick, and 
a third-round pick. 

That, also, should be an easy decision. 

That decision should be to let Kotkaniemi go, save the salary 
cap space, and take the draft picks. 

Let’s start with this as it relates to Kotkaniemi specifically. 

The Canadiens made a huge investment in him by selecting 
him with the No. 3 overall pick in 2018 and immediately 
pushed him to the NHL. He has shown flashes of the 
potential that made him such a high pick, and he does have 
a lot of elements to his game that still indicate he has a bright 
future ahead of him. But the actual on-ice results have been 
very mixed. He has not developed his offensive game much 
in three years, the Canadiens themselves are not entirely 
confident he is ready to be a top-two center in their lineup 
right now, and he was healthy scratched in the Stanley Cup 
Final. 

He is still young. But if a player picked that high in the draft is 
going to become an impact player you would probably like to 
see more signs of it by now. 

Have the Canadiens been perfect with his development? No. 
Have they made mistakes and rushed him? Probably. But he 
is not a $6 million player right now. Probably not even close 
to it. If the Canadiens match that offer they are locking 
themselves into, a) having to keep him for the entire year, 
and b) be faced with the prospect of giving him a $6 million 
qualifying offer next offseason or allow him to become an 
unrestricted free agent. 

When it comes to the first point, the CBA does not allow to 
trade a player for one year after matching the offer sheet. If 
he plays out the year, does not show any more development 

(a contingency you have to at least prepare for), there is no 
way Montreal can justify another $6 million investment. It is 
an outrageous price for a player that, simply, has not yet 
played anywhere close to that level and may never play at 
that level. 

It would make him the fifth highest paid player on the 
Canadiens this season with a completely unproven track 
record. 

Losing Kotkaniemi and Philip Danault in the same offseason 
would be, on the surface, a significant blow to the team’s 
center depth and bad PR after a surprising Stanley Cup Final 
run. What it could do though is create a lot of other avenues 
for the team to get a better, more impactful player. 

If the Canadiens took Carolina’s first-and third-round picks it 
only adds to their trade capital. They would have 12 draft 
picks in the 2022 class, including six in the first three rounds 
(two first round picks, a second round pick and three third 
round picks) and with some salary cap flexibility would be in 
the market for an upgrade. That could be a modest upgrade 
like Arizona’s Christian Dvorak, or a significant upgrade like 
getting back into the Jack Eichel sweepstakes. Those two 
first-round picks and another young player or two might 
certainly get Buffalo’s attention. 

Everything about this situation seems like Carolina’s attempt 
at revenge for signing Aho to an offer sheet. 

From the signing bonus being $20 (Aho’s number), to 
general manager Don Waddell using the exact same quote 
in the press release that Bergevin used in signing Aho, to the 
team tweeting out the announcement in French. 

Even if you believe the report that Carolina wanted to trade 
for Kotkaniemi and likes him as a player, they have to know 
he is not a $6 million player this season and that his trade 
value is not at a first-and third-round pick. This seems like it 
is mostly about sticking it to a team that tried to take their 
star. It all reeks of pettiness and trying to leave Montreal in a 
tough salary cap situation and a spot where they have to 
make a significant decision on Kotkaniemi next season. 

The Canadiens should call that bluff and let Carolina worry 
about the cap hit, the qualifying offer, and whether or not 
Kotkaniemi ever develops into the player they thought he 
could be. 

Save the money, do not worry about if Kotkaniemi can show 
real progress this season or not, and use your newfound 
draft capital to add a better player from somewhere else.
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Hurricanes sign star forward Andrei Svechnikov to monster 8-year deal 

By Kyle Cantlon 

After losing a couple big ones this summer, the Carolina 
Hurricanes managed to keep one of their key, young 
franchise cornerstones around for the long term.  

Carolina reached an agreement with 21-year-old star winger 
Andrei Svechnikov on a shiny new eight-year deal, the team 
announced on Thursday. The contract is worth $62 million 
total, coming in at a $7.75M average annual value (AAV), 
according to multiple reports. The deal could keep the former 
No. 2 overall draft pick with the organization through the 
2028-29 campaign. 

Svechnikov was a restricted free agent and, according to the 
Associated Press, the Canes "had long been in extension 
talks with [Svechnikov], though [Hurricanes GM] Don 

Waddell had floated the possibility of a shorter-term 'bridge' 
type deal to ensure getting something done if a long-term 
deal couldn’t be reached." 

The former OHL standout has posted 59 goals and 140 
points in 205 games (0.68 ppg) over his first three NHL 
seasons with the Canes. He's tallied nine goals and 20 
points in 26 career Stanley Cup Playoff contests.  

It's been a strange offseason for the Canes, who let star 
blueliner Dougie Hamilton walk in free agency, flipped 
budding goaltender and Calder Trophy finalist Alex 
Nedeljkovic to the Red Wings for some reason, and faced 
backlash for signing embattled blueliner Tony Deangelo all 
before inking Svechnikov on Thursday.

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes Tender Jesperi Kotkaniemi to Offer Sheet 

Two years after the Canadiens signed Sebastian Aho to an 
offer sheet, the Carolina Hurricanes have inked Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi to a one-year deal worth over $6 million. 

By Steven Ellis 

Two years after the Montreal Canadiens signed Sebastian 
Aho to an offer sheet that the Hurricanes had no issue 
matching, Carolina decided to mess with Montreal a bit, 
signing Jesperi Kotkaniemi to a one-year contract worth 
$6,100,035 with a $20 signing bonus. 

The Canadiens have one week to match the deal. If they do, 
the contract would put the team $2-million over their long-
term injured reserve exception space. If the Canadiens 
decline to match, the Hurricanes will send their first-round 
pick and third-round pick in 2022 back to the Habs. 

"Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina," Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said in 
a statement. "He sees the core we've built here and he 
wants to be a part of that. We're proud, but there's still a 
waiting period. When you make an offer like that, we saw a 

vulnerable position. The offer, with the compensation and the 
core we have, we realized that it was the best chance we 
had to get the player." 

But, this definitely sounds a little bit like a meme. And if it 
sounds familiar, here's why: 

''Sebastian Aho accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Montreal. He sees our youngsters coming up in the 
organization and he wants to be a part of that. We're proud, 
but there's still a waiting period," GM Marc Bergevin said 
back in 2019. 

Kotkaniemi hasn't lived up to the expectations of being the 
No. 3 pick back in 2018. In three seasons with the 
Canadiens, Kotkaniemi has a career-high 34 points set as a 
rookie and 62 points total in 171 games. 

That's not the output you'd expect from someone getting a 
contract of this size. But it's clear it's payback for Canadiens 
mingling with Aho's deal when they signed him to a five-year, 
$42.27-million offer sheet in 2019. 

Oh, spite can be so fun sometimes.
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Canadiens and Hurricanes: The Love Affair 

The Hurricanes signed Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an offer sheet 
on Saturday, marking a bit of revenge for 2019. As Georges 
Laraque says, it's a bit of a blessing for the Canadiens. 

By Georges Laraque 

Yesterdays seemed like April Fool’s day in the world of 
hockey.  

I can't say I was shocked when I heard that the Carolina 
Hurricanes tendered an offer sheet to forward Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. But I started to laugh. The first thing that came 
to my mind? Don’t piss off a billionaire because it can come 
back to haunt you. 

In that case, does it haunt the Habs? I’m not so sure, and in 
the contrary, I think it helps them out. 

We all remember back in 2019 when Sebastien Aho signed 
the huge offer sheet from the Canadiens with a large signing 
bonus. Gerry Johannson, who represents Aho, made Marc 
Bergevin believe that the Canes would not match that offer. I 
never thought one second the owner of the Canes would let 
his best player go – and of course, he didn’t.  

What message would he send to his fans if he did?  

The agent did his job: he got his client a ton of money, a big 
signing bonus and brought in a big commission. Of course, 
Bergevin was not happy with him because it made him look 
bad. It was never going to work. But more importantly, he 
now had the full attention of the owner of the Hurricanes: Mr. 
Thomas Dundon. 

The hockey world knew that Dundon would never accept the 
move from the Canadiens and would get some form of 
retaliation later on. We don’t have to be Einstein to know that 
this idea came from him and not the GM.  

But as funny as this looks, a GM would never do something 
like this because they'd look terrible doing so. Everyone 
knows in the hockey world that a $6-million offer sheet for 
Kotkaniemi is way too much. It doesn’t make any sense. His 
play doesn’t justify this raise. Jesperi would also need to 
have a dream season not just to justify that contract, but 
even a qualifying offer the next year.  

After losing Philip Danault, can the Habs lose another 
center? And with a salary of $6 million, this would clearly hurt 
the Canadiens' cap space. Bergevin has said before that if 
you wanted loyalty, get a dog.  

Well, Kotkaniemi accepted that offer from the Canes, not 
because he doesn’t love his team and his teammates, simply 
because hockey is a business and wherever he plays this 
year, he’s the clear winner here. 

The Canadiens have one week to respond to the offer. If 
they lose Kotkaniemi, they would get a first and a third-round 
pick in 2022. Personally, I don’t think the Habs will match 
this, and I don’t think they should. The team worked hard to 
get Kotkaniemi back on track with lots of up and down and 
his game.  

To me, I see him being a third-line center in the NHL at best. 
With Nick Suzuki, Montreal has their No. 1 guy, and 
Kotkaniemi wasn’t ready to fill the role of a number 2 center. 
The first and third round picks can help the Habs use them to 
get the right player to fill the void. 

And then the joke would be on the Hurricanes, who would 
now have a big salary cap problem and stuck with an 
overpaid center.  

This can end up being a huge blessing for the Habs. This 
soap is not over, let’s see where it’ll go!
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Jack Todd: Carolina's offer sheet to Kotkaniemi was a bush-league move  

The Canes behaved like a bunch of Grade 5 boys trying to 
see who can stand farthest from the urinal — and not giving 
a damn who gets splashed in the process.  

By Jack Todd  

Let’s get the obvious out of the way first: Carolina’s decision 
to tender an offer sheet to Jesperi Kotkaniemi for an absurd 
amount of money was a petty, childish, bush-league move 
on the part of an organization that simply refuses to grow up. 

Bad enough that the Hurricanes chose to act out of revenge 
— but to accompany that silliness with a bunch of 
sophomoric tweets and a petulant $20 signing bonus was an 
embarrassment to the league and the organization. 

All in all, the Canes behaved like a bunch of Grade 5 boys 
trying to see who can stand farthest from the urinal — and 
not giving a damn who gets splashed in the process. 

If Carolina really cared about its team, it would have ponied 
up the cash to keep defenceman Dougie Hamilton, who 
signed with the Devils. Instead it overpays by at least $3 
million for Kotkaniemi and lets Hamilton get away. 

The loser was not Marc Bergevin, who already blew his 
summer to smithereens with a draft pick so offensive and 
insensitive that he and the Canadiens deserve whatever 
befalls them. Bergevin signed Carolina’s Sebastian Aho to 
an offer sheet because he wanted the player. Carolina 
signed Kotkaniemi out of revenge, which is not at all the 
same. 

The first- and third-round draft picks involved in the deal 
aren’t worth much. For Bergevin, late first round spells Logan 
Mailloux and another disaster. But does he wreck his salary 
structure and create a cap problem for a second- or third-line 
centreman who is still trying to get his sea legs in the NHL? 

The potential loser here is Kotkaniemi, who should be 
playing next year for something in the $2.5- million to $3-
million range and instead is being used as a pawn in a petty 
revenge drama. I don’t believe Kotkaniemi is ready for $6.1 
million worth of pressure in a situation where the 
extraordinary circumstances guarantee that he will be 
scrutinized on every shift, whether it’s in Carolina or 
Montreal. 

If Kotkaniemi falls on his nose, either team will walk away 
from the $6.1-million qualifying offer for next season and, his 
confidence shot, he signs somewhere for a great deal less 
and tries to avoid becoming the next Alex Galchenyuk. Yeah, 
he gets the money now. And he’d better hang onto it. 

Meanwhile, if there’s an adult in the room for either of these 
two hockey organizations, I’d like to know who it is. 

Enter stage left: Speaking of adults, when the news broke 
that the Canadiens had promoted France Margaret Bélanger 
to president, Sports and Entertainment, I wanted to cheer. 

At last, exactly what I was calling for after the Canadiens did 
a face plant at the draft: A smart, tough woman who can 
bring some calm, wisdom and perspective to a decision-
making team so amped up with testosterone that it’s 
incapable of running anything this side of a monster truck 
rally. 

Unfortunately, her title aside, Bergevin does not report 
directly to Bélanger — he still reports to Molson, who has 
floundered in his various bumbling attempts at damage 
control in the wake of the Mailloux crisis. 

Still, Bélanger is now a central figure in the organization. 
We’ve never met, but I’m told she’s the real deal, a brilliant, 
able executive in the mold of Tampa Bay’s Julien BriseBois. 
Now the others in the room need to listen when Bélanger 
speaks. The image of the CH has taken a terrible hit this 
summer. She just may hold the key to recovery. 

A real hero, a remarkable story: In Canada’s Summer of the 
Warrior Women and with Team Canada thrashing the U.S. 
as it goes for gold at the World Hockey Championships, 
there are so many good stories that many will slip through 
the cracks. 

But Paralympic silver medallist Kate O’Brien is special. 
O’Brien was a cyclist who competed in the Rio Olympics. In 
2017, a training crash in the velodrome left her with a serious 
brain injury, a punctured lung, cracked ribs and a broken 
clavicle. Then in 2019, she got an epilepsy diagnosis. 

Through the years of rehab, O’Brien told CBC Sports, “just 
being able to get back on a bike and ride to the grocery store 
to get Sour Patch Kids is more than I could have asked for.” 

But she made it all the way to Tokyo, got back on the bike 
and back on the velodrome and won a Paralympic silver 
medal. 

Sports are supposed to inspire. O’Brien inspires. Partially 
blind judoka Priscilla Gagné inspires. They are the real 
athletes, the ones who do it for the love of the game, the 
stars your kids need to hear about. 

Heroes: France Margaret Bélanger, Jamie Lee Rattray, 
Mélodie Daoust, Marie-Philip Poulin, Renata Fast, Natalie 
Spooner, Ann-Renée Desbiens, Stephanie Labbé, Priscilla 
Gagné, &&&& last but not least, Kate O’Brien. 

Zeros: Tom Dundon, Don Waddell, the Carolina Hurricanes, 
Markus Lehto, Marc Bergevin, Geoff Molson, Francisco 
Lindor, Claude Brochu, David Samson &&&& last but not 
least, Jeffrey Loria. Now and forever.
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About Last Season: Teuvo Teravainen 2020-21 Performance Review and Grade 

It became obvious when Teuvo Teravainen missed extended 
time for the first time in his career just how instrumental he is 
to making all the pieces work all over the lineup. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Teuvo Teravainen: 2020-21 By the Numbers 

 Age: 26 

 NHL Seasons: 8 

 Scoring: 5 goals, 10 assists, 15 points in 21 games 

 Advanced statistics: 56.3 CF%, 57.0 SCF%, 54.4 
xG%, 63.0 GF% 

 Contract status: Signed through 2023-24, $5.4 
million AAV 

The playmaking winger has always been a bit of a rarity in 
the NHL. Wingers are usually paid to put the puck in the net, 
to the expense of almost anything else. But the Hurricanes 
have always had pretty consistent success with playmaking 
wingers, dating back to the days of Cory Stillman and Ray 
Whitney, and that lineage traces right through to the player 
who might be the prototypical playmaking winger in today’s 
NHL. 

There aren’t many players anywhere in the league to whom 
you can compare Teuvo Teravainen’s impact on the 
Hurricanes. When Teravainen is out of the lineup, everyone 
else is thrown off kilter.  

At no time was that imbalance more obvious in Teravainen’s 
five seasons in Carolina than this past season. Caught up in 
the Canes’ Covid-19 shutdown soon after the start of the 
season, Teravainen missed three games while quarantining. 
Once he returned, he played less than a month before 
suffering a concussion that cost him all but eight games of 
the remainder of the season. 

While the Hurricanes generally performed well without 
Teravainen, at least on the score sheet, they aren’t the same 
team without him. Sebastian Aho’s usage chart at HockeyViz 
tells the story: he and Teravainen were joined at the hip 
when both were in the lineup, but Aho’s wings became 
revolving doors when Teravainen was out. 

Teravainen is a winger who plays in many ways like a center. 
He’s not a drive-the-net presence, but he is a wizard at puck 
control, freeing up his linemates to get creative. The TSA line 
works so well in large part because of the T component, and 
it’s safe to say that Andrei Svechnikov in particular relies 
strongly on Teravainen’s craftiness to set him up. It’s no 
coincidence that Svechnikov’s performance regression came 
in a season where Teravainen missed more than half the 
games, more than he’s missed in any season since 
becoming a full-time NHL player in 2015. 

And as penalty-killers go, Teravainen is as good as they 
come. He and Aho - two top-tier offensive talents - being 
used to kill penalties might seem a little out of character, 
since those duties are often left to third- and fourth-line 
penalty kill specialists. But the Hurricanes have one of the 
most dangerous and aggressive penalty kills in the NHL in 
large part because any chance coming out of the zone has 
the potential to be a set-’em-up, knock-’em-down scoring 
chance orchestrated by two players who understand each 
others’ tendencies innately. 

Teravainen is never going to be a spotlight-stealing player, 
but in many ways he serves the same purpose for the 
Hurricanes’ forwards that Jaccob Slavin does for the 
defensemen. He’s a cornerstone of the Hurricanes’ system, 
signed to a below-market-value deal for the next three 
seasons. Others may get the attention, but Teravainen is a 
big part of getting them there in the first place.
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Hurricanes offer sheet Kotkaniemi  

Carolina tendered an offer sheet to the Canadiens’ young 
star forward.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

In one move Saturday afternoon, the Hurricanes both gave 
themselves the potential to add to next year’s forward group 
and gain a measure of revenge for a previous offer sheet. 
The team tendered Montreal Canadiens RFA forward Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi a one-year offer sheet that would pay him 
$6,100,015 for the 2021-22 season, which he signed. 
Montreal has a week to match the offer sheet.  

If the Canadiens don’t match, the Hurricanes would have to 
send Montreal a first and third-round pick in the 2022 draft 
for the Finnish forward, who scored five goals and 20 points 
in 56 games last season. In an interesting twist, Kotkaniemi 
would mean the Hurricanes would have both the second 
(Andrei Svechnikov) and third players picked in the 2018 
draft.  

The Canadiens, of course, signed Sebastian Aho to a five-
year offersheet with an $8.46-million AAV in 2019, which 
Carolina matched. This could be a way of gaining a measure 
of revenge for that. The $20 signing bonus in Kotkaneimi’s 
offer sheet could be a nod to Aho’s jersey number, and this 
does put the Canadiens in a bit of a bind.  

The Hurricanes’ official release on the offer sheet follows: 

‘CANES TENDER OFFER SHEET TO JESPERI 
KOTKANIEMI 

Canadiens have seven days to match proposal 

RALEIGH, NC – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has tendered an 
offer sheet to restricted free agent forward Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. The one-year contract, which Kotkaniemi has 
signed, pays a salary of $6,100,015 for the 2021-22 season 
and carries a $20 signing bonus. The Montreal Canadiens 
have seven days to match the offer. If the Canadiens do not 
match the offer, they will receive a first-round pick and a 
third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft as compensation from 
the Hurricanes. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Carolina,” said Waddell. “He sees the core we’ve built here 
and he wants to be a part of that. We’re proud, but there’s 
still a waiting period. When you make an offer like that, we 
saw a vulnerable position. The offer, with the compensation 
and the core we have, we realized that it was the best 
chance we had to get the player.” 

Kotkaniemi, 21, registered 20 points (5g, 15a) in 56 games 
with Montreal in 2020-21. During the 2021 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, he posted eight points (5g, 3a) in 19 games. The 
6’2”, 201-pound forward has tallied 62 points (22g, 40a) in 
171 career NHL regular-season games, all with the 
Canadiens. Kotkaniemi also skated in 13 AHL games with 
Laval in 2019-20, recording 13 points (1g, 12a). He 
registered 37 points (12g, 25a) in 67 Liiga (Finland) games 
over two seasons with Assat. Kotkaniemi represented 
Finland at both the 2017 and 2018 IIHF Under-18 World 
Championships, winning silver in 2017 and gold in 2018. The 
Pori, Finland, native was selected in the first round, third 
overall, of the 2018 NHL Draft by Montreal.
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Admirals Announce NHL Affiliation With Carolina Hurricanes  

The Carolina Hurricanes have become the seventh NHL 
affiliate Admirals franchise history 

NORFOLK, VA. —  The Norfolk Admirals, proud members of 
the ECHL, announced they have officially signed 
an affiliation agreement with the National Hockey League’s 
Carolina Hurricanes.  

The Hurricanes are based out of Raleigh, NC which is 
located less than three hours from Norfolk. Geographically, it 
is the closest city to Norfolk that occupies an NHL team. 

"This is a historic day for our Admirals and an important day 
for Norfolk and hockey fans throughout the 757," said 
Norfolk Mayor Kenneth Alexander. "Since 1989, Admirals 
hockey has been a part of the fabric of our city.  This team 
has helped to give life to our downtown and is growing the 
sport among our young people. Being affiliated with the 
Hurricanes of the NHL and the city of Raleigh and the 
Chicago Wolves of the AHL will help to strengthen the ties 
between our three teams and our three cities. Many thanks 
to Patrick Cavanagh and Don Waddell for making this day 
happen." 

“We’re excited to partner with the Norfolk Admirals and have 
some of our Hurricanes prospects playing just three hours 
down the road in Virginia,” said Hurricanes General 
Manager Don Waddell. “Owned and led by former Admirals 
player Patrick Cavanagh, the Admirals have a proud history 
and following in Hampton Roads.” 

The franchise was born in 1971 as the New England 
Whalers in the World Hockey Association (WHA). Eight 
years later, they joined the NHL and were renamed the 
Hartford Whalers. In 1997, the team relocated to North 
Carolina and became known as the Hurricanes. In their fifth 
year of existence, they advanced to the Stanley Cup Finals 
against the Detroit Red Wings but fell in five games. In 2006, 
the Hurricanes won their first Stanley Cup in team history by 
defeating the Edmonton Oilers in seven games. 

Over the last three seasons, the Hurricanes have become a 
mainstay in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. In 2018-19, they 
marched to the Eastern Conference Finals where they 
eventually fell to the Boston Bruins. Last season, they had 
the third-most points (80) and sat atop of the Central 
Division.  

The Hurricanes become the seventh affiliation in Admirals 
franchise history. The team has been affiliated with the 
Chicago Blackhawks (2000-2007), Tampa Bay Lightning 
(2007-2012), Anaheim Ducks (2012-2015), Edmonton Oilers 
(2015-2017), Nashville Predators (2017-2018), and Arizona 
Coyotes (2018-2019). 

“The Norfolk Admirals affiliation with the Carolina Hurricanes 
is a tremendous new chapter in our 32-year history, one in 
which our fan base and the Hampton Roads community will 
truly celebrate for our upcoming season,” said Admirals 
Owner and CEO Patrick Cavanagh. Many within our 
Admirals community already follow the Hurricanes, so to be 
a part of their player developmental journey and to share it 
with our fans at Scope is an incredible experience. I would 
like to thank Don Waddell for his world-class leadership and 
trust in the Norfolk Admirals. The excitement level has 
reached a new high for the upcoming season and our 
October 22 home opener.” 

“This is a proud moment for the Norfolk Admirals 
organization and our fans,” said Admirals General 
Manager Ryan McGinnis. “This allows everybody to create 
connections on and off the ice. Seeking a primary affiliate 
was of the utmost importance to us so we can better serve 
Carolina and Chicago’s needs. We are very thankful to 
Thomas Dundon, Don Waddell, and Wendell Young for the 
opportunity to develop the future of the Carolina Hurricanes 
and Chicago Wolves.”
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Norfolk Admirals announce new NHL affiliation with Carolina Hurricanes  

By Nathan Epstein and Nathan Crawford  

NORFOLK, Va. (WAVY) — It’s a new day for the Norfolk 
Admirals franchise. The team announced it is now an affiliate 
of the Carolina Hurricanes in Raleigh.  

Admirals CEO Patrick Cavanagh made the announcement at 
Norfolk Scope, alongside Hurricanes General Manager Don 
Waddell, Admirals head coach Rod Taylor, and Norfolk 
Mayor Kenneth Alexander.  

The Admirals have not been affiliated with an NHL team 
since it parted ways with the Arizona Coyotes after the 2018-
2019 season. Before that, they shared an affiliation with the 
Nashville Predators.  

“We’re excited to partner with the Norfolk Admirals and have 
some of our Hurricanes prospects playing just three hours 
down the road in Virginia,” said Hurricanes General 
Manager Don Waddell. “Owned and led by former Admirals 
player Patrick Cavanagh, the Admirals have a proud history 
and following in Hampton Roads.” 

The Admirals have had seven affiliations in franchise history. 
The team has been affiliated with the Chicago Blackhawks 
(2000-2007), Tampa Bay Lightning (2007-2012), Anaheim 
Ducks (2012-2015), Edmonton Oilers (2015-2017), Nashville 
Predators (2017-2018), and Arizona Coyotes (2018-2019). 

“The Norfolk Admirals affiliation with the Carolina Hurricanes 
is a tremendous new chapter in our 32-year history, one in 
which our fan base and the Hampton Roads community will 
truly celebrate for our upcoming season,” said Admirals 
Owner and CEO Patrick Cavanagh.  

The Hurricanes, located in Raleigh, NC, is less than a three-
hour drive from Norfolk. It is the closest NHL team to Norfolk.  

“This is a proud moment for the Norfolk Admirals 
organization and our fans,” said Admirals General 
Manager Ryan McGinnis. “This allows everybody to create 
connections on and off the ice.” 

The Admirals are set to return to the ice on October 22.

  

 
 

Admirals relationship with Hurricanes has some history 

Norfolk owner, Pat Cavanaugh and Carolina GM, Don 
Waddell go back to a time when it was a player/coach and 
relationship. 

NORFOLK, Va. — If you dig a little deeper into the Admirals 
announcement of being the ECHL affiliate of the Carolina 
Hurricanes of the NHL, and you'll see it didn't just come out 
of thin air. 

The two sides agreeing to a one year deal. Norfolk owner, 
Pat Cavanaugh actually has deep roots with Canes general 
manager Don Waddell. Cavanaugh was actually coached by 
the former NHL veteran and knows of the importance of 
having such a relationship now. "Every check box came back 

for the Carolina Hurricanes. Obviously they're run 
tremendously well." 

Norfolk understands having such an affiliation with such a 
franchise that's about three hours away gives them the 
opportunity to have some of the club's top prospects. 
Waddell has nothing but positive things to say about working 
with Cavanaugh and the Admirals. "I know Patrick as a 
person", he says. "I know what he represents. Anytime you 
go into any type of relationship through a partnership, you 
want to work with good people." 

The Admirals opened up their ECHL season at home on 
October 22nd at 7:30pm against the Reading Royals.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article253821573.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article253832918.html 
https://theathletic.com/2795758/2021/08/28/karmas-a-rodeo-why-the-hurricanes-tendered-an-offer-sheet-to-the-canadiens-jesperi-kotkaniemi/ 

https://theathletic.com/2795984/2021/08/29/canadiens-are-in-a-no-win-situation-with-jesperi-kotkaniemi-but-they-should-be-asking-themselves-how-
they-got-to-this-point/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/08/hurricanes-exact-revenge-sign-montreals-kotkaniemi-to-offer-sheet/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-strike-back-at-montreal/19848080/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/jesperi-kotkaniemi-carolina-hurricanes-offer-sheet/c-326039224 
https://apnews.com/article/sports-nhl-canada-hockey-montreal-canadiens-b8db64ded1a0d31617e96c237bd983e9 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/32104373/carolina-hurricanes-continue-tussle-montreal-canadiens-tender-stunning-one-year-61-million-offer-
jesperi-kotkaniemi 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-tender-offer-sheet-canadiens-jesperi-kotkaniemi/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/08/28/carolina-hurricanes-tender-offer-sheet-to-montreal-canadiens-jesperi-kotkaniemi-sebastian-aho/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/08/29/why-canadiens-should-refuse-to-match-jesperi-kotkaniemi-offer-sheet/ 
https://sports.yahoo.com/news/hurricanes-sign-canadiens-forward-jesperi-kotkaniemi-to-offer-sheet-222332908.html 

https://www.si.com/hockey/news/hurricanes-sign-jesperi-kotkaniemi-to-offer-sheet 
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/canadiens-and-hurricanes-the-love-affair 

https://montrealgazette.com/sports/hockey/nhl/hockey-inside-out/jack-todd-carolinas-offer-sheet-to-kotkaniemi-was-a-bush-league-
move/wcm/e4de9ccc-6edb-4004-861b-29197063a11b 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/27/22644897/carolina-hurricanes-about-last-season-teuvo-teravainen-2020-21-performance-review-and-
grade 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/8/28/22646315/carolina-hurricanes-don-waddell-tom-dundon-sebastian-aho-jesperi-kotkaniemi 
https://www.norfolkadmirals.com/en/news/admirals-announce-nhl-affiliation-with-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.wavy.com/sports/norfolk-admirals-announce-new-nhl-affiliation-with-carolina-hurricanes/ 

https://www.13newsnow.com/article/sports/admirals-relationship-with-hurricanes-has-some-history/291-17b0c275-78b9-4a65-96c5-fc3a8b56ab4a 
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Hurricanes tender offer sheet for Canadiens’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Two years ago, the Montreal Canadiens tendered an offer sheet to 
Sebastian Aho of the Carolina Hurricanes, an offer the Canes matched to 
keep their star center. 

Now, it’s the Canadiens’ turn. 

The Canes on Saturday tendered an offer sheet to restricted free agent 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi of Montreal. The one-year contract, which 
Kotkaniemi signed, pays a salary of $6,100,015 for the 2021-22 season. 
It also has a $20 signing bonus for the Finnish forward. 

The Canadiens have seven days to match the offer. If the Canadiens do 
not match, they will receive a first-round pick and a third-round pick in the 
2022 NHL Draft as compensation from the Hurricanes. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to Carolina,” 
Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a statement. 
“He sees the core we’ve built here and he wants to be a part of that. 
We’re proud, but there’s still a waiting period. When you make an offer 

like that, we saw a vulnerable position. The offer, with the compensation 
and the core we have, we realized that it was the best chance we had to 
get the player.” 

The Habs made a run at Aho when free agency began on July 1, 2019, 
with an offer sheet that would pay Aho $42.28 million over five years. 
Canes owner Tom Dundon, a Dallas billionaire, quickly said he would 
match the offer, calling the offer sheet a “waste of time” on Montreal’s 
part and adding, “Writing that check is no big deal.” 

Talk about trolling. Waddell’s comments mimicked what Montreal general 
manager Marc Bergevin said in 2019 after the offer sheet for Aho — 
“We’re proud, but there’s still a waiting period.” 

And the $20 bonus? Aho does wear No. 20. 

Kotkaniemi, 21, had an indifferent season with Montreal in 2020-21, 
finishing with five goals and 15 assists in 56 games. In the 2021 Stanley 
Cup playoffs, he had eight points (5 goals, 3 assists) in 19 games. 

The Habs reached the Stanley Cup finals against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, only to be beaten in five games. Kotkaniemi was benched 
during long stretches of Game 3 and then made a healthy scratch in 
Games 4 and 5. 

Habs coach Dominique Ducharme said that was not a “punishment.” He 
noted Kotkaniemi was a “good team guy” who understood the situation. 
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Kotkaniemi, a native of Pori, Finland, was selected in the first round (third 
overall) in the 2018 NHL Draft by Montreal. He has 62 points (22 goals, 
40 assists) in 171 career NHL regular-season games 

The next move belongs to the Habs’ Bergevin -- match the offer sheet or 
let Kotkaniemi go and take the draft picks. With the Habs squeezed by 
the salary cap, it could make for an interesting week, for the Canadiens 
and the Canes. 
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Karma’s a rodeo: Why the Hurricanes tendered an offer sheet to the 
Canadiens’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

 

By Sara Civian 

Aug 29, 2021 

  

Let’s go back to July 1, 2019, for a minute. In these simpler times, the 
only drama you were dealing with was the Canadiens’ decision to tender 
an offer sheet to Carolina’s rising star center Sebastian Aho. 

Aho signed the five-year, $8.454 million average-annual-value contract, 
laden with the most signing bonuses the Canadiens could have possibly 
constructed. This would end up costing the Hurricanes $21 million in the 
first year of the contract alone — mostly because of the signing bonuses. 

For whatever reason — rumors, reputation, general disdain for a 
disruptor — it seemed like Montreal general manager Marc Bergevin was 
trying to call Hurricanes owner and noted billionaire Tom Dundon’s bluff. 
Obviously, the Canadiens messed up, giving the Canes a pretty good 
deal for their No. 1 center and banking on Dundon — again: a billionaire 
— not being able to afford the bonuses. 

Here’s the thing: You can hate Dundon all you want, and you can 
disagree with some of his practices, but he’s still super rich. And this 
super-rich guy seems to run on two things: depreciated assets and spite. 
So if you go out of your way to make him pay an extra several million 
dollars just to prove he isn’t broke, he’s going to pay it with a smile on his 
face. And then he is not going to help you out. 

WADDELL SAYS HE DOESN'T KNOW IF THEY'LL USE ALL SEVEN 
DAYS TO MATCH THE OFFER SHEET, SIGNING RIGHT AWAY 
ALLOWS THE OTHER TEAM TO SIGN MORE PLAYERS AND 
(SMIRKS) "MAYBE I DON'T WANT TO HELP THEM OUT RIGHT NOW" 

— SARA CIV (@SARACIVIAN) JULY 1, 2019 

Instead, apparently, two years later he’s going to hit you where it actually 
hurts. Going to make it petty. That’s what we got Saturday, when the 
Hurricanes announced that they had tendered a one-year, $6.1 million 
offer sheet to Canadiens RFA Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the No. 3 pick in the 
2018 NHL Draft, and that he had signed the deal. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer,” Hurricanes general manager 
Don Waddell said in a news release. “He wants to come to Carolina. He 
sees the core we’ve built here and he wants to be a part of that. We’re 
proud, but there’s still a waiting period.” 

Sound familiar? 

“Sebastian Aho accepted our offer,” Bergevin said in 2019. “He wants to 
come to Montreal. He sees our youngsters coming up in the organization 
and he wants to be a part of that. We’re proud, but there’s still a waiting 
period.” 

The Hurricanes’ offer sheet included a $20 signing bonus, a confirmed 
homage to Aho’s jersey number. 

Jokes and pettiness aside, let’s remember this is an actual transaction 
that occurred. Kotkaniemi will join the Hurricanes unless the Canadiens 
match the offer sheet in the next seven days (deadline: Sept. 4). 

If the Canadiens don’t match the offer, they will receive a first-round pick 
and a third-round pick in the NHL Draft as compensation from the 
Hurricanes. Where it was a no-brainer for the Canes to match Aho’s offer 
sheet (abundance of cap space and a reasonable cap hit), though, there 
are some different implications at play with Kotkaniemi and the 
Canadiens. 

The Hurricanes signing Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 million offer this 
year means his qualifying offer for next year would also be $6.1 million. 
The Canes are setting the floor for Kotkaniemi, a 21-year-old player with 
huge potential — but still, potential — with this move. They’re doing this 
knowing Montreal is in salary-cap trouble. This contract would put 
Montreal about $8.38 million over the salary cap for 22 players, with their 
expected LTIR relief from Shea Weber only coming in at $7.86 million. If 
the Canadiens match the offer sheet, they will need to settle that balance 
and add another player to the roster. 

If the Canadiens don’t match, the Hurricanes will find themselves about 
$1.5 million over the salary cap with Kotkaniemi, but this is easily fixed if 
they trade Jake Gardiner or if they waive him and someone picks him up. 

Kotkaniemi has scored 62 points (22 goals, 40 assists) in 171 regular-
season games, with 12 points (nine goals, three assists) in 29 playoff 
games. Last season, he scored 20 points (five goals, 15 assists) in 56 
regular-season games and eight points (five goals, three assists) in 19 
playoff games. 

Is that alone worth $6.1 million for a team that just let Dougie Hamilton 
walk (to the Devils for a $9 million AAV)? Probably not. But you’ve seen 
the way the Canes have operated this offseason — almost all signings 
have been of the one-year variety. To the Canes, short-term flexibility is 
clearly more important than a dollar amount. 

The combination of spite, the potential of a young emerging star, the 
Hurricanes’ need for depth scoring and a one-year contract adds up. At 
its worst, the Hurricanes signing Kotkaniemi will be an ego-driven, one-
year mistake. At its best, the Canes found a young player, friends with 
their many Finns, who fits into their high-octane offensive scheme. 
Regardless of anything else, the Canes have officially screwed over the 
team that thought it had screwed over the Canes. 

Waddell couldn’t immediately be reached for comment, as he was at a 
rodeo hosted by PNC Arena. 

It wasn’t his first. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens’ Bergevin must explore all options before 
matching Kotkaniemi offer 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

August 28, 2021, 9:23 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- We figure this was two years, 58 days and 22 hours in the 
making, and Tom Dundon’s currently kicking his heels up at Hurricanes 
headquarters and laughing his you-know-what off about it. 

This dish—a one-year, $6.1-million offer sheet tendered to 21-year-old 
Canadiens centre Jesperi Kotkaniemi—was served ice-cold on Saturday, 
with the heatwave in Montreal finally giving way hours earlier. In balmy 
Raleigh, N.C., the owner of the Hurricanes must’ve been cackling at the 
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thought of Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin having to swallow 
every morsel of it. 

It was on July 1, 2019 that Dundon was informed Bergevin had signed 
his future franchise player, Sebastian Aho, to a five-year, $42.27-million 
contract that would award Aho a $21-million bonus within the first 
calendar year of the new deal, and it was probably right then and there 
he decided he’d seek vengeance for it. There was nothing implicit or 
subtle about what Bergevin had done, making it immediately clear the 
Canadiens had calculated Dundon wasn’t willing to shell out all that cash 
right away given his reputation (honed over his first year-and-a-half 
operating the franchise) for being quite… frugal. 

Bergevin said it was just business, but it was clearly personal to Dundon, 
who, at the time, was estimated to be worth north of a billion dollars. 

Dundon had seven days to match the Aho offer sheet—he used them 
and finally did—and he’s had every minute since to contemplate putting 
Bergevin in a similar vice. 

Now that he’s done it, he also made sure to rub salt in the wound in the 
form of a $20 bonus (Aho’s jersey number) to Kotkaniemi and a 
statement from Hurricanes GM Don Waddell that mirrors the exact one 
Bergevin put out after signing Aho. 

“Jesperi Kotkaniemi accepted our offer. He wants to come to Carolina,” 
said Waddell. “He sees the core we’ve built here and he wants to be a 
part of that. We’re proud, but there’s still a waiting period. When you 
make an offer like that, we saw a vulnerable position. The offer, with the 
compensation and the core we have, we realized that it was the best 
chance we had to get the player.” 

Bergevin will have to park all of that and get to the business at hand, and 
we can’t say with any degree of certainty what he’ll do. This decision is a 
lot more complicated than the one Dundon and Waddell had to make on 
Aho. 

The Canadiens picked Kotkaniemi third overall in 2018, they graduated 
him to the NHL months later and have invested their resources in having 
him develop into the player they expected him to be. They’ve dressed 
him for over 170 games and 29 more in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and 
parting with him now for what’s likely to be a late first- and third-round 
pick in the 2022 NHL Draft—right as he’s in a position to better realize his 
potential—can’t be all that appetizing. 

Deciding not to match Carolina’s offer and allowing Kotkaniemi to walk 
for that compensation, after Phillip Danault left for the Los Angeles Kings 
last month and thinned out the Canadiens at centre, would also be 
devastating to the Canadiens’ ability to build on their run to the 2021 Cup 
Final and make the 2022 playoffs. 

But that still doesn’t make this an easy call. 

Putting aside the immediate cap implications of paying Kotkaniemi $6.1 
million—we checked with the Canadiens and they told us signing him 
would put them right up against the 10 per-cent threshold they can 
exceed the $81.5 million upper limit by during the off-season (despite 
public cap websites reporting they’d actually be close to $200,000 over), 
and they also said they could designate one of Shea Weber or Paul 
Byron to the long-term injured reserve list if need be—he hasn’t come 
close yet to earning that payday. The Finn had just five goals and 20 
points in 56 games this past season after an up-and-mostly-down 
sophomore year that finished in the AHL, and he bookended these past 
playoffs as a healthy scratch. 

When Bergevin was asked afterwards about placing his faith in 
Kotkaniemi to perform as the team’s second-line centre this upcoming 
season, he essentially said he’d reluctantly do it if he absolutely had to. 

“I think KK is going to get this opportunity now,” Bergevin added after 
acknowledging that the opportunity to insulate Kotkaniemi better likely 
wasn’t available to him. 

“I think there’s been times where you look at his play, he’s able to 
dominate and carry us for a couple of weeks, and there’s been times 

where maybe you haven’t noticed him for a couple of weeks,” Bergevin 
said. “Every young player is going to have those ups and downs, and 
there’s inconsistency.” 

The GM knows that’s still likely to be the case with Kotkaniemi, who just 
turned 21 last month, and that makes matching this offer a difficult 
choice. 

Doing so would also force the Canadiens to qualify Kotkaniemi at $6.1 
million next off-season, regardless of how he performs from October to 
April, and that’s going to have an impact on every other bit of business 
Bergevin has to get done (here’s looking at Nick Suzuki, Montreal’s clear-
cut No. 1 centre who’s up for a new contract in 2022). 

It’s still the road Bergevin may very well be willing to go down, but not 
before exploring every other option available to him. And that’s what the 
next seven days are going to have him doing. 

With a first- and a third-round pick from Carolina giving the Canadiens 12 
picks in the 2022 Draft, could Bergevin look to shed some of that capital 
to acquire Arizona Coyotes centre Christian Dvorak? It’s a deal he’d be 
wise to explore, with the Coyotes proving over the last month that they’re 
on a quest to collect as many high-end picks as possible and with Dvorak 
giving the Canadiens at least as much reliability down the middle as 
Kotkaniemi would’ve provided this coming season. 

That Dvorak’s a 25-year-old, six-foot, 200-pound, two-way centre who’s 
produced half a point per game over his 300-plus in this league makes 
him a good fit. Having him for four more seasons at a very digestible 
$4.45-million cap hit is appealing, too. 

If not Dvorak, could the acquisition of those two picks from Carolina 
make the Canadiens stronger suitors in the Jack Eichel sweepstakes? 
Losing Kotkaniemi—a young, promising centre—certainly weakens their 
hand, but it doesn’t crush it. If they’re willing to move the picks and some 
high-end prospects, and live with the risk of Eichel becoming the first 
NHL player to have an artificial disc-replacement procedure before 
dressing for a game in their uniform, it’s an avenue Bergevin could go 
down. 

And then there’s going nuclear and tendering an offer sheet to 
Vancouver Canucks centre Elias Pettersson. We don’t think Bergevin’s 
going to do that—how he’d make it work from a cap perspective is 
beyond our limited math comprehension—but we can’t strike it as a 
possibility. 

We’d imagine Bergevin will come up with a few more than we’re putting 
forth in this space. 

Everything’s on the table, including Dundon’s shoes. No doubt, he’ll 
enjoy both the process and the outcome either way. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Will you match? A look back at the history of NHL offer 
sheets 

 

Lukas Weese 

August 28, 2021, 10:52 PM 

 

Not many things bring the chaos and excitement in hockey like an offer 
sheet. 

On Saturday, the Carolina Hurricanes dropped a bombshell when they 
announced the tendering of an offer sheet to Montreal Canadiens 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Whether it was the value of the offer sheet 
(one year, $6.1 million, $20 signing bonus) or the Hurricanes’ trolling on 
social media, reminiscing about the offer sheet the Canadiens tendered 
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to Carolina forward Sebastian Aho in 2019, the news generated buzz 
around the hockey community. 

The Canadiens have seven days to decide whether they will match the 
offer sheet on Kotkaniemi. If they match, the Canadiens give Kotkaniemi 
the value of the offer sheet. If not, Kotkaniemi goes to the Hurricanes, 
and Carolina gives Montreal a first and a third-round draft pick in 
compensation. 

Because of the steep price put on teams who do not match the offer 
sheet, few are often handed out. In fact, Kotkaniemi’s offer sheet is only 
the 37th in NHL history and the fifth since 2010. 

Offer sheets have evolved since their inception in the NHL’s collective 
bargaining agreement. Yet they still have a reverberating impact 
whenever they are announced. 

A table showing all of the offer sheets made in NHL history (Source: Cap 
Friendly) 

Below are some of the most memorable NHL offer sheets: 

Gary Nylund, 1986 (three years, $620,000) 

The first-ever offer sheet in the NHL took place in August of 1986. It 
involved Toronto Maple Leafs defenceman Gary Nyland, who recorded 
608 NHL games in his career. By the end of the 1986 season, Nyland 
played four seasons with the Leafs, posting 57 points. The Surrey, B.C., 
native and Leafs owner Harold Ballard never agreed on a new contract, 
resulting in a dispute. The Chicago Blackhawks, in need of a 
defenceman, decided to enter the fray by utilizing a new mechanism in 
the CBA known as the offer sheet. The deal was worth three years at 
$620,000, far removed from the offer Kotkaniemi just signed. 

Sensing an agreement couldn’t be reached, the Leafs decided to accept 
the offer sheet, giving up Nyland, with the compensation being centre 
Ken Yaremchuk, defenceman Jerry Dupont and a fourth-round draft pick 
in the 1987 NHL Draft. 

Nyland played three seasons with the Blackhawks, which included his 
best season total in 1986-87 (27 points). Yaremchuk lasted three 
seasons with the Leafs before going to Europe, while Dupont played 13 
games in Toronto, before being sent down to the AHL (Newmarket 
Saints). 

Scott Stevens, 1990 (four years, $5.1M), 1994 (four years, $17M) 

Hall-of-Fame defenceman Scott Stevens is the only player in NHL history 
to receive two offer sheets during his 22-year career. 

The first came in 1990 when Stevens was a member of the Washington 
Capitals. Seeing that the defenceman was a restricted free agent, the St. 
Louis Blues, in need of a steady blue line, submitted an offer sheet worth 
four years and $5.1 million. The Capitals decided not to match, giving up 
Stevens in return for five first-round draft picks. 

Stevens spent just one season with the Blues before going to the New 
Jersey Devils. However, in 1994, the Kitchener, Ont., native received his 
second career offer sheet. The Blues, his former team, offered up four 
years worth $17 million. Unlike the Capitals, the Devils matched the 
Blues’ offer, keeping Stevens. 

Stevens ended up playing a critical role on the Devils winning three 
Stanley Cups (1995, 2000, 2003) with the defenceman capturing the 
Conn Smythe Trophy in 2000. 

Brendan Shanahan, 1991 (three years, $3.015M) 

The 1991 off-season was the year of the offer sheet. Seven were 
tendered from July right up until the start of the season. 

The most notable was Brendan Shanahan, playing for the New Jersey 
Devils at the time. In need of playmaking wingers, the Blues tendered an 
offer sheet to the Devils for Shanahan, valued at three years and $3.015 
million. However, due to the structure of the deal, the Blues did not have 

the necessary five first-round picks as compensation, due to their 
previous transaction with Scott Stevens. 

The Blues came back with a package that included goalie Curtis Joseph 
and centre Rod Brind’Amour. The Devils declined, citing their interest in 
Stevens. With both teams at an impasse, the case went to arbitration, 
with the arbitrator ruling in favour of the Devils acquiring Stevens, 
concluding one of the most memorable offer sheet sagas in NHL history. 

Shanahan spent four seasons with the Blues before going to the Detroit 
Red Wings, where he won three Stanley Cups. 

Teemu Selanne, 1992 (three years, $2.7M) 

As a draft pick of the Winnipeg Jets, Selanne played three years in 
Finland with the Jokerit development program. 

When he returned to North America, he became a restricted free agent, 
as he did not have a contract. The Calgary Flames attempted to snatch 
the NHL rookie from the Jets via a three-year, $2.7-million offer sheet. 
While it was higher than the Jets’ proposal, the organization decided to 
match it, keeping the young Finnish forward. 

The decision paid off for Winnipeg, as Selanne became the highest-
scoring rookie in NHL history (132 points), laying the groundwork for a 
Hall-of-Fame career. His most valuable contract was five years, $19.2 
million with the Jets from 1995-1999. 

The Finnish Flash played 1451 games in the NHL, recording 684 goals 
and 773 assists, which includes a Stanley Cup in 2006-07. 

Shea Weber, 2012 (14 years, $110M) 

The most lucrative offer sheet in NHL history came during the 2012 off-
season, involving then Nashville Predators defenceman Shea Weber. 
The Sicamous, B.C., native was a back-to-back NHL First All-Star Team 
member and one of the best defencemen in the league. 

The Philadelphia Flyers made a mammoth 14-year, $110-million offer 
sheet for Weber. Five days later, the Predators matched the deal, 
bringing the defenceman back to Nashville. 

This offer sheet surpassed the previous record set by Thomas Vanek 
and is the largest in NHL history in terms of money value, length of 
contract and average annual value. The signing bonus of $68 million is a 
far cry from the latest offer sheet signed by Kotkaniemi, whose bonus is 
$20. 

Weber played four more seasons with the Predators before being traded 
to the Montreal Canadiens for defenceman P.K. Subban. 
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The Athletic / Canadiens in no-win situation with Jesperi Kotkaniemi, but 
they should be asking themselves how they got to this point 

 

By Arpon Basu  

Aug 29, 2021 

 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi is not a $6.1 million NHL player. Not yet, at least. 
Let’s get that out of the way immediately. 

The Carolina Hurricanes surely know that, but signing Kotkaniemi to a 
one-year offer sheet at that amount had less to do with that indisputable 
fact and everything to do with the Canadiens signing Sebastian Aho to a 
decidedly less effective offer sheet two years ago. A quick glance at the 
Hurricanes’ Twitter feed makes that abundantly clear. There’s not a 
whole lot of subtlety to it, right down to Hurricanes general manager Don 
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Waddell’s quote in the team’s press release matching almost word for 
word exactly what Marc Bergevin said after the Aho offer sheet in 2019. 

But putting all that fun stuff aside, the Aho offer sheet was actually a 
blessing for the Hurricanes. It got their star player under contract, and 
they needed roughly three seconds to decide to match. 

It won’t be that easy for the Canadiens. And that’s the point. 

This is how offer sheets are supposed to work. When done correctly, an 
offer sheet needs to put a team in a position where it can’t win, where 
matching the offer is almost as detrimental as allowing the player to walk 
and taking the compensation, which, in this case, would be a 2022 first- 
and third-round draft pick. 

There is no logical reason for the Canadiens to match the Hurricanes’ 
offer to Kotkaniemi because not only does it throw their salary structure 
out of whack for next season, but also future seasons because that $6.1 
million number becomes Kotkaniemi’s qualifying offer next season as 
well. So that essentially becomes his new floor (there is a mechanism in 
the CBA where a team can take a player to arbitration to try and get his 
qualifying offer down to 85 percent of his previous salary, but it’s barely 
ever used, would be highly contentious, there would be no guarantee an 
arbitrator would rule in the team’s favour and even if that happened, it 
would only lower the qualifying offer to roughly $5.2 million). 

The Hurricanes are taking a rather sizable risk that Kotkaniemi will prove 
to be worth that kind of money in the long run, that overpaying him now 
will pay off later when he is still under team control and playing at a level 
that warrants a salary like that. It’s entirely possible that happens 
because Kotkaniemi is only 21 with three years experience in the NHL 
and a load of talent. But it’s a risk because he has not shown in those 
three years that he will necessarily become that player. He might. He 
might not. 

The Canadiens clearly have their doubts. 

When Bergevin was asked at the opening of free agency if he feels 
confident going into next season with Kotkaniemi as his second-line 
centre despite the fact he has not yet shown the ability to play that role in 
the NHL, he made it sound like the question had been causing him 
sleepless nights. 

“That’s a very, very good question that I’ve asked myself almost every 
day for the last couple of weeks,” Bergevin said. “As a player, we love 
KK’s potential, we love the peak of his game. Sometimes, even I get 
caught wanting more, fast. He’s still a young player that just turned 21. 
Yes, I do want him to be more constant, I do want him to have his best 
game almost every night.” 

The peak of Kotkaniemi’s game is definitely worth $6.1 million a year if 
he could produce that peak game 60-odd times in an 82-game season, 
but Bergevin made it clear the problem he had with handing Kotkaniemi 
the second-line centre job is that he does not produce his peak game 
nearly that often right now. 

The irony of Bergevin’s comments back then compared to now is that he 
was talking about being fiscally prudent with finding a centre who could 
shelter Kotkaniemi for one more year. 

“I can’t just go out and sign a third-line centre that’s going to shelter KK, 
or we’re going to trade for one that makes $5 million or over. I need to be 
careful,” Bergevin said. “As you know, certain positions, teams on 
average put certain dollars depending where their team’s at. So, where 
we’re at today, I have to be careful.” 

The Hurricanes have thrown “careful” out the window for the Canadiens. 
Nothing they do now can be considered careful. Bergevin knows he will 
need to sign Nick Suzuki next offseason (who was apparently discussing 
the Kotkaniemi offer sheet with his family over dinner Saturday night), 
and then comes Alexander Romanov and Cole Caufield. He still has 
Carey Price on the books at $10.5 million a year, the salary cap is not 
moving for a few years and there are still holes that need filling. If 
Kotkaniemi gets $6.1 million, how much will Suzuki want next offseason? 

That’s what Bergevin means by careful. 

Meanwhile, Phillip Danault is in Los Angeles, having signed for $600,000 
less than Kotkaniemi, and the Canadiens already had no one to 
adequately replace him. Now the Canadiens might have to replace two 
centres instead of one. 

The 2022 draft is looking strong, plus it will be held in Montreal. Though 
Carolina remains a good team, the Hurricanes lost Dougie Hamilton for 
nothing this offseason and have significantly downgraded in goal. There 
is nothing saying they are guaranteed to make the playoffs in a 
competitive Metropolitan Division, which means that first-round pick the 
Canadiens would receive for letting Kotkaniemi walk could potentially be 
somewhere in the mid-teens. Considering how difficult it will be for the 
Canadiens to make the playoffs in the Atlantic Division, they might have 
two picks in that range in a draft they are hosting. 

Is that proper compensation for a player the Canadiens selected third 
overall only three years ago? Not really, no. But the Canadiens can’t look 
at it that way. They need to look at the player they drafted and where he 
is three years later as opposed to the precious draft capital they used to 
acquire him in the first place. It’s true that Kotkaniemi represents only the 
second top-three pick the Canadiens have had since they picked first 
overall in 1980 (and selected Doug Wickenheiser over Dave Babych, 
Denis Savard, Larry Murphy and Paul Coffey), and it’s also true that the 
other third overall pick in that span was Alex Galchenyuk. 

Galchenyuk was either a drafting or development error, or perhaps a bit 
of both. Losing Kotkaniemi to Carolina for a first- and third-round draft 
pick only three years later would feel like something similar. Not that the 
players are remotely similar, but the fact this is such a difficult decision 
for the Canadiens means Kotkaniemi has not developed the way they 
anticipated, which was also the case with Galchenyuk. 

Kotkaniemi is not a $6.1 million NHL player, no. But if the Canadiens 
were even remotely certain he will become one, this decision would be a 
rather easy one. 

There is no shortage of people who believe drafting Kotkaniemi was an 
error, especially with Brady Tkachuk going one pick later to the Ottawa 
Senators and blossoming just down the road (many of those people 
conveniently forget that the player most were clamouring for the 
Canadiens to draft that year was Filip Zadina and not Tkachuk). That pick 
is surely debatable three years later. 

But one thing that is less debatable is that Kotkaniemi’s development has 
not gone according to plan. Those who like the player and those who 
don’t can surely agree on that. So one question the Canadiens should be 
asking themselves is how they got to this point with this player? 

Because what is most important here from a developmental and 
organizational culture standpoint is not so much that the Hurricanes 
tendered this offer sheet to Kotkaniemi. It is the fact he signed it. 

Yes, $6.1 million is a lot of money and it would not be very intelligent for 
any player to turn that down. This sets up Kotkaniemi for life because, as 
we mentioned, it has completely altered the minimum amount he can 
expect to make for the next few years, assuming he plays well enough to 
at least continue getting qualifying offers. 

But an exit strategy from Montreal is not something Kotkaniemi has 
always wanted, and signing this offer sheet makes it clear that exiting 
Montreal is something he would not mind doing. Aho signing the 
Canadiens’ offer sheet was different in that it would have been 
reasonable for Aho to believe the Hurricanes would match it, because it 
was eminently matchable. 

This offer sheet to Kotkaniemi is not that. The Canadiens might match it, 
they might decide the financial risk is worth it to protect the asset and the 
investment they have made in Kotkaniemi. But there is no way 
Kotkaniemi is sitting at home right now confident that will happen. This 
offer sheet puts the Canadiens in an impossible situation. If they match it, 
they have a financial headache for years, plus the pressure on 
Kotkaniemi to perform would be enormous, crushing even. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • August 30, 2021 

 

So, leaving Montreal would appear to be something that Kotkaniemi is 
not only willing to do, but is actively seeking because of how difficult this 
offer sheet is to match. 

At the end of Kotkaniemi’s rookie season, I went out for lunch with him 
and his parents. One thing he said that day stands out now because it 
showed where his mindset was in terms of his future in Montreal. 

We were discussing his difficult second half of the season, how he was a 
healthy scratch a few times, how he was benched at the end of games as 
the Canadiens pushed for an unexpected playoff spot, and he admitted 
that was difficult for him. 

But he was able to see the bright side of it all. 

“It was good going through all these things this year, my first year,” 
Kotkaniemi said then. “I still have two years left on my rookie contract, so 
it was good to have that now and not later when I’m 28 and fighting for a 
new contract.” 

See that? Kotkaniemi, six weeks shy of his 19th birthday, just randomly 
said he would be fighting for a new contract at age 28. His rookie 
contract expiring at age 21, that would mean Kotkaniemi was expecting 
at the time that he would be signing a seven-year extension with the 
Canadiens. It was a plan in his head. A goal. That was anything but 
random. 

In other words, he saw his future in Montreal at the time. 

The following season was a disaster, for both Kotkaniemi and the 
Canadiens. Injury after injury derailed Kotkaniemi’s second NHL season, 
but the onset of the pandemic gave him a chance to return for the 
playoffs, and he shined. Last season, Kotkaniemi struggled to find 
consistency, but it should be noted he didn’t benefit from any consistency 
either in terms of linemates or role. He was 20, remember, and while 
some would argue the onus was on him to make the best of his situation 
– it’s a fair argument – it could just as easily be argued the Canadiens did 
not put him in a situation to succeed. 

Then the playoffs began and Kotkaniemi was a healthy scratch. When 
they ended roughly six weeks later in the Stanley Cup Final, Kotkaniemi 
was again a healthy scratch. He played a bunch of games in between, 19 
to be precise, and produced eight points. He didn’t exactly set the world 
on fire, but he also turned 21 the day before the Canadiens lost in the 
Final with him watching from the stands in Tampa. 

And then, once the playoffs were over, Kotkaniemi heard his general 
manager say this: “If I don’t have a choice, if I don’t see there’s a fit, then 
I’m going to have to rely and hope that KK gets the job done. That’s just 
the reality of being a GM in the National Hockey League. Sometimes, 
you can’t fill those spots, you have to be careful, and if it’s not there, you 
hope the young player’s going to take the next step. I don’t know that for 
sure, but that might have to be the case with KK.” 

Bergevin said that July 28, the opening day of free agency, the day 
Danault left to sign with the Kings, but also the day Kotkaniemi became a 
restricted free agent and was therefore allowed to listen to offers from 
rival teams. 

Exactly one month later, Kotkaniemi signed his offer sheet. 

The Hurricanes’ motives here are not purely hockey-related, but when 
they made that offer to Kotkaniemi, they showed more belief in him than 
the Canadiens had shown in nearly two years. His own GM told the world 
that the worst-case scenario for his team would be to settle on having 
Kotkaniemi be its second-line centre this season. So for those who were 
offended by the fact Kotkaniemi agreed to a contract that was so 
obviously an attempt to troll the Canadiens – with a base salary of 
$6,100,015 and a signing bonus of $20 as a way of getting both 
Kotkaniemi’s and Aho’s jersey numbers in the offer – perhaps Kotkaniemi 
was in a headspace where trolling the Canadiens was not all that 
disagreeable to him. 

No matter what happens here, whether they match the offer or let 
Kotkaniemi walk away for two draft picks, the Canadiens will not win. But 

with several important young players already on the team, and with more 
coming, the Canadiens would do well to ask themselves what happened 
here, how this relationship deteriorated to this level this quickly. 

Because while the Canadiens could justifiably be angry at the Hurricanes 
for the way they celebrated this offer sheet, for the motivation behind it, 
they should be more concerned that one of their most prized prospects 
was willing to play along. 
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