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The Habs didn’t match the Hurricanes’ offer sheet. What it means for Jesperi Kotkaniemi
By Chip Alexander
Montreal Canadiens center Jesperi Kotkaniemi (15) controls
a puck in front of Tampa Bay Lightning center Tyler Johnson
(9) during the first period of Game 2 of the NHL hockey
Stanley Cup finals series, Wednesday, June 30, 2021, in
Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack) Phelan M.
Ebenhack AP
Jesperi Kotkaniemi will play for the Carolina Hurricanes, it’s
now official.
The question: where will he play for the Hurricanes?
The Montreal Canadiens, after taking a full seven days to
reach a decision, said Saturday they would not match the
Hurricanes’ offer sheet tendered Aug. 28 to the Kotkaniemi,
a restricted free agent. The Canadiens, by not matching the
offer to the center, received a first-round and third-round pick
in the 2022 NHL Draft from Carolina.
“Carolina has used a tool available to them in the collective
bargaining agreement and we accept that decision,”
Montreal general manager Marc Bergevin said in a
statement.
Kotkaniemi, 21, accepted a one-year, $6.1 million contract
offer by the Canes in signing the offer sheet. He joins a team
well-stocked at the center position with Sebastian Aho,
Jordan Staal, Vincent Trocheck and newly acquired Derek
Stepan, who was signed as a free agent.

Kotkaniemi has been used at both center and on the wing by
the Canadiens since being made the No. 3 overall pick of the
2018 draft, taken after the Canes selected winger Andrei
Svechnikov. He now gives Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour
another option to consider heading into preseason training
camp this month: a 6-2, 201-pound forward who is young,
has had three indifferent NHL seasons and scored five goals
in 56 games in 2020-21.
“Jesperi Kotkaniemi is a player who had been on our radar
since before his draft year,” Canes president and general
manager Don Waddell said Saturday in a statement. “We
believe he will flourish in Rod Brind’Amour’s system and
culture, and he will be an important piece of what we are
building in Carolina for years to come.”
The Canes open the season Oct. 14 against the New York
Islanders at PNC Arena. They have an early regular-season
game in Montreal on Oct. 21.
Kotkaniemi became the first player to changes team via an
offer sheet since 2007, when forward Dustin Penner
accepted an offer sheet from the Edmonton Oilers and the
Anaheim Ducks did not match the five-year, $21.5 million
offer.
The hockey decision by Bergevin ended a week-long socialmedia hailstorm that began when the Canes surprised
everyone in the league with the offer sheet and the way the
offer sheet was presented
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The Hurricanes’ Kotkaniemi offer-sheet gambit worked. Now the real gamble begins.
By Luke DeCock
Canes' Brind'Amour: 'I feel like I'm the richest coach in the
league'
Rod Brind’Amour has a new contract that will keep him as
the Carolina Hurricanes’ head coach for the next three years
it was announced during a press conference June 17, 2021.
By Steve Wiseman via Zoom
So this is how all the new pieces fit together. Jesperi
Kotkaniemi will start on the left wing, filling the Carolina
Hurricanes’ last open spot at forward. Jake Gardiner faces
multiple surgeries and will go on long-term injured reserve,
opening up the cap space Hurricanes need to fit
Kotkaniemi’s new contract.
The Hurricanes’ gambit to poach Kotkaniemi worked,
sacrificing $3 million or so and a pair of draft picks for a 21year-old player who never quite flourished with the Montreal
Canadiens, although it’s easy to forget how young he really
is. Only three players from the 2018 draft have played as
many NHL games at this point. Andrei Svechnikov is one of
them.

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell called all of it the
“acquisition cost of getting a young player” on Sunday, one
sleep after the Canadiens officially decided not to match the
Hurricanes’ $6.1 million offer sheet for Kotkaniemi, and now
the real gamble begins.
This doesn’t work unless the Hurricanes get Kotkaniemi
signed to a long-term deal at a more realistic and appropriate
cap number. And it isn’t a masterstroke if Kotkaniemi is
never more than a third-line player. One of those variables
should be a constant by January. The other may take years.
The contract is probably the easy part. The Hurricanes would
have discussed longer deals than this one-year bonanza as
part of the offer sheet process, a perfectly legal part of any
negotiations with a restricted free agent. And they’re free as
of 5:31 p.m. Saturday to negotiate as much or as little as
they like with a player they now have under contract, even if
they can’t sign Kotkaniemi to an extension until January 1

The Hurricanes have added Jesperi Kotkaniemi to the lineup. Here’s how it went down
By Chip Alexander
Jesperi Kotkaniemi (15), shown in a June 2021 Stanley Cup
finals game against Tampa Bay, has joined the Carolina
Hurricanes via an offer sheet by the Hurricanes that Montreal
did not match. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack) Phelan M.
Ebenhack AP
After a week of suspense and relentless social-media
chatter, the Carolina Hurricanes have a new player in Jesperi
Kotkaniemi, and some questions finally have been
answered.
No, the Hurricanes were not shocked when the Montreal
Canadiens did not match Carolina’s offer sheet for the
Finnish-born forward, Canes president and general manager
Don Waddell said Sunday.
No, the Hurricanes did not make the offer sheet as a twoyear-old retaliatory move for the Habs’ 2019 offer sheet to
Canes center Sebastian Aho.
“It was certainly not about revenge,” Waddell said on a
media call. “It was all about the player.”
Yes, the Canes’s marketing people did have some socialmedia fun with the offer sheet. Waddell said several people
were involved in the “group decision” to add a $20 bonus to
the one-year $6,100,015 contract offer — Aho wears No. 20

for the Canes and Kotkaniemi wore No. 15 for Montreal,
although he will switch to No. 82 with Carolina.
“It was a marketing thing,” Waddell said. “We’re trying to
continue to build our franchise here in Raleigh and trying to
keep our fans engaged. Nothing against Montreal at all. It’s
all about what we’re trying to build here in Raleigh.”
From a hockey standpoint, Waddell said the Canes
“probably” would use Kotkaniemi at left wing next season. He
said they also plan to place Jake Gardiner on Long Term
Injured Reserve (LTIR) after the veteran defenseman
undergoes back and hip surgery that Waddell said will hold
him out this season.
That personnel move will take Gardiner’s $4.05 million salary
cap hit off the books and Waddell said it would alleviate
concerns about the team being able to absorb Kotkaniemi’s
cap hit.
Waddell noted the Canes first tried to trade for Kotkaniemi,
21, then decided a few days later on an offer sheet and the
contract price. The offer sheet was tendered Saturday, Aug.
28, and signed by the player, and Waddell said Canes owner
Tom Dundon also reached out to Kotkaniemi.
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has a new-look team, and a fresh challenge ahead
By Chip Alexander
Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho (20) is
congratulated by Andrei Svechnikov (37) after Aho scored a
goal against the Nashville Predators during the first period in
Game 3 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff
series Friday, May 21, 2021, in Nashville, TN. Mark
Humphrey AP
The Carolina Hurricanes signed forward Andrei Svechnikov
to an eight-year contract extension, surprising some with the
length of the term.

goes. In a perfect world, you don’t have to make changes,
but that’s part of it. We’re always adapting.
”I think the key was the Andrei signing and trying to keep the
core group intact. That was the objective while bringing in
quality pieces that we need. Every team is trying to do that,
but this year we’ve got a huge challenge because there are a
lot of new faces that we hope can all fit the role that we’re
bringing them in to do.”

They signed free agent forward Derek Stepan, goalies
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, defenseman Ian Cole
and much-discussed defender Tony DeAngelo. They also
traded for defenseman Ethan Bear.

Kotkaniemi is an unexpected new face. Canes president and
general manager Don Waddell had said the team was
looking to add another top-nine forward before the season
but few on the outside believed it might come through an
offer sheet.

Finally, in a bold move, the Hurricanes signed Montreal’s
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an offer sheet, obtaining the young
center after the Canadiens said Saturday they would not
match the offer for the restricted free agent.

No NHL player had changed teams because of an offer
sheet since 2007, when forward Dustin Penner went from the
Anaheim Ducks to the Edmonton Oilers when the Ducks did
not match the Oilers’ offer.

That’s a lot of offseason legwork. It will give the Canes a new
look, and will have coach Rod Brind’Amour busy during
preseason training camp as the Canes gear up for the 202122 season and a return to the Metropolitan Division.

The Canes’ offer sheet to Kotkaniemi — one year, for
$6,100,015 and a $20 bonus — was made Aug. 28 among
much social-media trolling and merriment, the Hurricanes
making an announcement in French on their team Twitter
account. It ended Saturday, the deadline for a Montreal
decision, with both teams issuing three-paragraph press
releases.

”That’s just the nature of it, I think,” Brind’Amour said in a
recent interview. “In today’s landscape that’s kind of how it
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi is officially on the Hurricanes. Now what?
By Sara Civian
So, like we were saying, the Hurricanes tendering Jesperi
Kotkaniemi a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet was a real-life
thing that happened and would have consequences. Those
consequences were realized Saturday when the clock struck
5:30 p.m. ET (12:30 a.m. in Finland) and the Canadiens did
not match. (They actually announced about 15 minutes
before the deadline, but hey, semantics.)
Now that Kotkaniemi is officially a Hurricanes player and the
waiting game is over, we can finally start to answer some
essential questions.
How much of this was a revenge plot, how much is it out of
convenience that Kotkaniemi was an RFA and could be
acquired without a trade and how much did the Canes
actually want this player?
Short answer: All of the above.
Don Waddell’s PR answer: The Canes just wanted the player
and revenge wasn’t involved.
I asked Waddell if the Hurricanes decided to go after a
Canadiens player because of the Sebastian Aho offer sheet
and what was the timeline of events ahead of the Kotkaniemi
offer sheet.
“Actually it didn’t become something we even thought about
until I talked to Marc Bergevin last week,” he said via video
call on Sunday. “The week before the offer sheet we talked
about trading for the player — that was on a Tuesday and we
tried to come up with a trade … then we talked about taking
it to a potential offer sheet.”
Other key statements from Waddell about the idea of
revenge:





“It certainly was not revenge. We talked about this player, we
know this player, we had an opportunity to use the CBA as
other teams have in the past. To us, it was all about the
player, we looked around the league and thought this made
the most sense for where we are as a team … the (tweets,
press release were) a marketing thing, we’re trying to
continue to build our franchise here in Raleigh, keep our fans
engaged. Our social team gets huge marks from the NHL
and they had some fun with it.”
On the signing bonuses: “We are trying to build our fan base
here in Raleigh, we are not as fortunate as Montreal or some
other cities that have sold out crowds every night. Our social
team does an outstanding job at engaging our fans, and we
were certainly aware of what we were putting out there but it
was nothing against Montreal at all, it was all what we are

trying to build here in Raleigh … we are pretty active socially
and it’s just another thing we felt was good for our fans.”
The truth: Let me be perfectly clear: The Hurricanes really do
love the player Kotkaniemi could grow to be and they did try
to trade for him. This offer sheet was a rare opportunity to
snag a player the Canes liked while, yes, getting a little
revenge on the Canadiens. Owner Tom Dundon routinely
puts personal spins on his checks — $37 on Andrei
Svechnikov’s signing bonus last week here, $17 added to
Rod Brind’Amour’s fine for speaking out against officials
there, so the $15 in Kotkaniemi’s salary wasn’t a big deal.
But knowing how touchy of a situation this is and tacking on
a $20 signing bonus — Aho’s number — isn’t anything but
revenge. And there were a few other players around the
league — Brady Tkachuk, for example — the Hurricanes
could’ve tendered an offer sheet to. They chose the
Canadiens for a reason.
And honestly, who cares? I have laughed harder at some of
this than I’ve laughed in a while, especially when it comes to
hockey. This is a game at heart, after all, and this is well
within the rules.
How much is the $6.1 million price tag going to impact the
Canes?
The signing puts the Canes at around $3-4 million over the
cap, but Waddell offered an immediate solution: putting Jake
Gardiner and his $4.05 million cap hit on long-term injury
reserve.
“We won’t be in a cap situation, Gardiner is going to have hip
and back surgeries and he is not going to be ready to go this
year,” Waddell said. “We had cap space available knowing
we will be going on LTIR.”
It’s not like this is a multiyear deal with a $6.1 million cap hit,
so while the number is hard to stomach he’ll be gone by the
time you digest it.
But wait, why sign a young guy for only one year if you’re
excited about his potential? Is a less expensive extension on
the table?
Waddell said the Canes and Kotkaniemi haven’t discussed a
long-term deal yet, but he’s not eligible to sign an extension
until January. There have been several reports that a
potential extension has been discussed, but the Canes
saying too much about it could potentially open doors into a
tampering investigation. Regardless, it’s apparent that
they’re open to extension talks as the season progresses.
“We said let’s take one year and put a deal together that
makes sense for us and Jesperi and see how things play
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out,” Waddell said. “There are obviously things in the CBA
that work out in both of our favor, as this player continues to
develop and plays more minutes and all that, we’ll see where
the contract goes from there … we never talked about (a
longer-term deal).”
Where does Kotkaniemi fit into the Hurricanes’ depth chart?
The Hurricanes confirmed my notion that they’ll start
Kotkaniemi on the wing, just like they did with Aho and are
currently doing with Martin Necas.
“We know his skill level, we know what he brings to the
table,” Waddell said. “We actually think, right now, we’ll
probably start him on left wing. We’ve got Aho, (Vincent)
Trocheck and (Jordan) Staal down the middle, and he’ll get
to play with some very good players. We think he’s got the
skill to be able to do that.”
I’d bet they start out like this:

Svechnikov-Aho-Teravainen
Kotkaniemi-Trocheck-Necas
Niederreiter-Staal-Fast
Lorentz/Leivo-Stepan-Martinook
Who “won” this transaction?
The dynamics of the Canadiens and Hurricanes relationship
has always been completely fascinating to me. You’ve got
one of the most storied franchises in the NHL — in sports at
large, really — and a southern expansion team that survives
on fun, a controversial owner from outside of the sport and a
snarky social media presence. Throw in two offer sheets and
everyone on all sides automatically starts trying to dunk on
each other.
You want to know who really won this whole offer sheet
saga? Two kids from Finland.
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Hurricanes GM insists Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet ‘was not revenge’ on Canadiens
By Mollie Walker
The Hurricanes pulled off the first unmatched offer sheet
since 2007, snatching young center Jesperi Kotkaniemi from
the Canadiens after Montreal declined to match the one
year, $6.1 million deal.

The Canes also included a $20 signing bonus in
Kotkaniemi’s deal, another ode to Aho, who wears No. 20.
The organization’s official Twitter account also promoted a
$20 giveaway, writing, ‘Who else wants $20?’

Carolina general manager Don Waddell insists the move
wasn’t about getting back at the Canadiens for doing the
same to center Sebastian Aho two years ago.

“The (press) release, that’s a marketing thing,” Waddell said.
“We’re trying to continue to build our franchise here in
Raleigh (and) trying to keep our fans engaged. Our social
team gets huge marks from the NHL, and they had some fun
with it.”

“It certainly was not revenge,” Waddell told reporters
Sunday. “We talked about this player, we know this player.
[We used] the CBA as other teams have in the past to try to
acquire a 21-year-old player. So to us, it was all about the
player. We looked around the league and thought this made
the most sense from where we are as a team.
“We have a couple of other good Finnish players on our
team and thought this would be a great fit.”
But the way the situation unfolded seemingly tells a different
story.
After the Hurricanes’ decision to tender an offer to
Kotkaniemi went public, Carolina issued a release that
included a quote from Waddell that was nearly identical to
what Montreal GM Marc Bergevin said after offer sheeting
Aho in 2019.

Since the Canadiens didn’t match the offer, they received the
Hurricanes’ 2022 first- and third-round picks. Bergevin
quickly went to work, acquiring center Christian Dvorak from
the Coyotes in exchange for a 2022 first-round pick and a
2024 second-round pick. Arizona is set to receive the better
first-round pick of Montreal and Carolina in 2022, along with
Montreal’s 2024 second-rounder.
If either the Canadiens or Hurricanes — or both — end up
with top-10 picks based on the final draft order, Montreal will
send the worse of those two picks to the Coyotes, as well as
the second-round pick in 2024.
Montreal signed Aho to a five-year offer sheet that carried an
$8.454 million cap in July 2019, a deal the Hurricanes
matched a few days later to keep the forward.
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Canadiens decline to match offer sheet, Kotkaniemi joins Hurricanes
By Cory Lavalette
Montreal receoved Carolina's first- and third-round picks in
the 2022 draft
RALEIGH — The Montreal Canadiens decided not to match
the Carolina Hurricanes’ one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet on
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi, giving up on the 2018 third overall
pick in exchange for first- and third-round picks in the 2022
NHL Draft.
Kotkaniemi adds undeniable — but unproven — talent to a
Carolina forward group that struggled to score in the
postseason.
“Jesperi Kotkaniemi is a player who has been on our radar
since before his draft year,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell
said in a statement. “We believe he will flourish in Rod
Brind’Amour’s system and culture, and he will be an
important piece of what we are building in Carolina for years
to come.”
The Hurricanes’ decision to target Montreal also had a
revenge factor.
Two years ago, Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin signed
Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho to a five-year, $42.27
million offer sheet, one that Carolina quickly decided to
match. But Montreal’s move — rarely used by NHL GMs —
did require the Hurricanes to pony up more than $21 million
in signing bonuses in the first two years of the deal and
walks Aho right to unrestricted free agency.
Carolina’s front office remembered and retaliated, not only
going after one of Montreal’s top young players with an offer
sheet last Saturday but also needling Bergevin along the
way. The Hurricanes included a $20 signing bonus in the
deal — a nod to Aho’s sweater number — and the
accompanying press release mirrored the one the Canadiens
sent out when they signed Aho to an offer sheet in 2019.
After taking the full week to decide, Montreal decided not to
match.

“Carolina has used a tool available to them in the collective
bargaining agreement and we accept that decision,”
Bergevin said in a press release.
Unpleasantries aside, the focus now turns to Kotkaniemi and
Christian Dvorak — the center the Canadiens acquired
shortly after deciding not to match Carolina’s offer sheet.
Kotkaniemi has 62 points in 171 regular season games in his
first three seasons. His best year was his rookie campaign
when he had 11 goals and 34 points as an 18-year-old. But
he has failed to develop the way the player selected right
before him, the Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov, has in his
young NHL career, and Kotkaniemi’s five regular season
goals last year had Montreal doubting if he was capable of
being a top-six center.
Carolina believes Kotkaniemi will be, and they are banking
on his potential and a bigger role — he’s played more than
16 minutes in a regular season game just 21 times in his
career, compared to 108 times for Svechnikov — to make
the deal worthwhile.
Montreal, meanwhile, sent first- and second-round picks to
Arizona for Dvorak. The 25-year-old has scored at least 15
goals four times in his five-year career and had arguably his
best season last year. Dvorak had 17 goals and 31 points in
56 games, logging a career-high 18:24 a night.
With No. 2 center Phillip Danault gone in free agency to Los
Angeles and Kotkaniemi out of the picture, Dvorak will slot
behind Nick Suzuki as the Canadiens’ second pivot. Dvorak
is signed for four more years with a cap hit of $4.45 million.
But the cost was steep for Montreal. The Coyotes will get the
Habs’ second-round pick in 2024 and the better of the
Canadiens’ two 2022 first-rounders. With Montreal’s
reshaped roster looking weaker than the one that made a
surprise run to the Cup Final last season, that draft choice
could very well be a lottery pick.
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Kotkaniemi ‘felt the confidence’ right away upon signing with Hurricanes
By Cory Lavalette
With the weeklong offer sheet saga over, attention now shifts
to Carolina getting the most out of their newest player
RALEIGH — Better, stronger, faster — that was the goal in
rebuilding Steve Austin, the fictitious Air Force colonelturned-cyborg from 1970s TV and film.
On Saturday, the Hurricanes added a $6 million man of their
own after the Montreal Canadiens decided not to match
Carolina’s offer sheet on 21-year-old forward Jesperi
Kotkaniemi and relinquished the 2018 third overall pick in
exchange for first- and third-round picks in the 2022 NHL
Draft.
Now the Hurricanes will look to rebuild Kotkaniemi — not
with cybernetic enhancements but rather by untapping his
potential.

Tom Dundon, Waddell and Carolina’s front office. The
Hurricanes’ brass is counting on Kotkaniemi becoming at
least a 50-point player for the long haul.
That’s the risk and everyone knows it, including the
Hurricanes. Even if the team and Kotkaniemi have already
discussed an extension beyond this coming season that
lowers his Lee Majors-sized contract — Waddell said the two
sides hadn’t — the just-turned 21-year-old will need to show
that in the pantheon of recent third overall selections he’s
closer to Jonathan Huberdeau than Alex Galchenyuk.
That will start with Kotkaniemi — who played almost
exclusively at center from Day 1 in Montreal — in a different
role when he joins the Hurricanes.

“We were looking to add to our top group there, and to be
able to add a player like Jesperi, at 21 years old, it’s only
going to continue to get better.” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell
said Sunday in a call with the media.

“We know his skill level, we know what he brings to the
table,” Waddell said. “We actually think, right now, we’ll
probably start him on left wing. We’ve got Aho, (Vincent)
Trocheck and (Jordan) Staal down the middle, and he’ll get
to play with some very good players. We think he’s got the
skill to be able to do that.”

And who better to help Kotkaniemi regain his confidence and
justify his inflated one-year, $6.1 contract than Jack Adams
Award-winning coach Rod Brind’Amour? In three years,
Brind’Amour has already gained a reputation as one of the
NHL’s top coaches and has a track record of turning young
talent into NHL productivity.

That wasn’t always the case in Montreal, where Kotkaniemi
was limited to an average ice time of 14:48 and was often
put with checkers like Joel Armia, Artturi Lehkonen or Paul
Byron. That said, he also played frequently with skilled
players like Jonathan Drouin and Josh Anderson last season
and struggled to find success.

There’s also a built-in support system with a franchise known
for acquiring Finnish players — one that already has
Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen among its forwards.

Montreal GM Marc Bergevin, meanwhile, used his newfound
assets to send first- and second-round picks to Arizona for
Christian Dvorak. The 25-year-old has scored at least 15
goals four times in his five-year career and had arguably his
best season last year. Dvorak had 17 goals and 31 points in
56 games, logging a career-high 18:24 a night.

Aho also knows what it’s like to be part of an offer sheet.
Two years ago, he signed one from Montreal — a
significantly less-lethal offer than Carolina’s — and stayed
with the Hurricanes on a five-year, $42.27 million contract.
Aho’s response to the pressure? He posted a 38-goal
season in 2019-20 and followed it up with a point-per-game
campaign last year that solidified his spot as one of the
NHL’s top young stars.
“I just knew Carolina has a great team,” Kotkaniemi said of
signing the offer sheet with the Hurricanes while
acknowledging that two of his nation’s top players are now
his teammates.
Unlike Aho and Teravainen though, Kotkaniemi hasn’t yet
proven he is on a road to stardom. He had just five goals and
20 points for the Canadiens last season while mostly toiling
on Montreal’s third line. His postseason was much better —
five goals and three assists in 19 games — but it was
overshadowed by the fact he was scratched in the last two
games of the Stanley Cup Final.
“I had my role the last few years, but you can say I felt the
confidence from the first second from Carolina,” Kotkaniemi
said. “So like I said, that feels good.”
Either way, Kotkaniemi hasn’t done enough — and likely
won’t do enough — to produce $6 million in value for the
Hurricanes in 2021-22. But that isn’t the bet made by owner

With No. 2 center Phillip Danault gone in free agency to Los
Angeles and Kotkaniemi out of the picture, Dvorak will slot
behind Nick Suzuki as the Canadiens’ second pivot. Dvorak
is signed for four more years with a cap hit of $4.45 million.
The Coyotes will get the Habs’ second-round pick in 2024
and the better of the Canadiens’ two 2022 first-rounders
unless one or both picks is in the top 10, in which case
Montreal will keep the better of the two.
Carolina will make room for Kotkaniemi’s contract by putting
defenseman Jake Gardiner on long-term injured reserve.
Waddell said Gardiner will have back and hip surgery and
“not be ready to go this year.”
The focus now turns to Kotkaniemi and, in the big picture,
the Hurricanes’ pursuit of a Stanley Cup.
“I think they’re one of the Cup contenders next year,”
Kotkaniemi said, “so it’s always an honor to be part of a team
like that.”
Kotkaniemi likely doesn’t have any idea who “The Six Million
Dollar Man” is, but he will learn the pressure of living up to
the expectations that come with that investment. The kettle
will boil early for him with Carolina’s third game of the regular
season in Montreal on Oct. 21, and it will continue to simmer
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as the Hurricanes try to do what the Canadiens couldn’t —
both help Kotkaniemi realize his potential and win a Stanley
Cup.

The answer might not come for years, but it likely won’t take
a bionic eye to determine whether Saturday’s big investment
in Kotkaniemi was worth it.
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Habs decline to match offer sheet, Kotkaniemi now a Hurricane
By Kacy Hintz
Raleigh, N.C. — Jesperi Kotkaniemi is officially a Hurricane.
Last Saturday, Kotkaniemi signed a one-year contract with
Carolina, which pays a salary of $6,100,015 for the 2021-22
season and carries a $20 signing bonus. The Montreal
Canadiens declined to match the offer and will receive a firstround pick and a third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft as
compensation from the Hurricanes.
The 21-year-old Finn, who joins a trio of countrymen in
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Antti Raanta, has
played three seasons in the NHL under his belt, which saw
him put up 62 total points through 171 career games.

Through 29 post-season appearances, he’s put up a
combined nine goals and 12 points.
Current Canes superstar Andrei Svechnikov and Kotkaniemi
went two and three in the 2018 NHL Draft.
This is the first successful offer sheet since the Edmonton
Oilers signed Dustin Penner away from the Anaheim Ducks
back in 2007. The Penner and Kotkaniemi signings are the
only two successful offer sheets of the salary cap era.
Our Canes Insider and 99.9 The Fan's host, Adam Gold,
shared his thoughts on the deal via Twitter.
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Canes Add High-Ceiling Talent in Kotkaniemi
Third overall pick in 2018 draft joins potent Canes offense
At approximately 5:30 p.m. Saturday, the seven-day window
for the Montreal Canadiens to match the Hurricanes' offer
sheet expired, and the 21-year-old forward became the
newest member of the organization.
It's the first time since 2007 a player changed teams via an
offer sheet, and just the 14th time in NHL history an offer
sheet wasn't matched. Of course, the last offer sheet
tendered in the league was when Montreal offered Sebastian
Aho in the summer of 2019, a deal Carolina knew it would
match almost immediately. And while the narrative of
"revenge" has been thrown around in the last week, the
Canes' signing of Kotkaniemi is about much more than that.
"His age and natural skillset suggests a very high ceiling,
and the opportunity to acquire players like that simply does
not come along very often," said Canes Assistant General
Manager Eric Tulsky. "Jesperi is a smart player who sees the
ice extremely well; it seems like every time he touches the
puck, he puts his team in a better position."

Selected third overall by the Canadiens in the 2018 draft one pick behind Andrei Svechnikov - Kotkaniemi has tallied
62 points (22 G, 40 A) in 171 career games. Half of the Pori,
Finland native's career goals have come on the power play,
and he's notched three game-winning goals as well.
"When teenagers are thrown into the NHL, we know there's
going to be peaks and valleys with their development.
Despite this, Jesperi consistently showed a high level of
hockey sense," Canes Assistant General Manager Darren
Yorke said.
Where the forward will slot into Carolina's lines is intriguing.
He could play on the wing with fellow Finns Sebastian Aho
and Teuvo Teravainen, or pair with offensive-minded
playmakers Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas. Another
option would be to add him to a line with Canes captain
Jordan Staal and fellow veteran Jesper Fast. No matter
where Kotkaniemi fits into Carolina's lines though, one thing
is certain.
"He has the ability to make others around him better while
processing the game at a high level," Yorke said. "He'll fit
right in with our young core, and help us achieve our goals."
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Kotkaniemi joins Hurricanes after Canadiens don't match offer sheet
Forward signs one year, $6.1 million contract after being
tendered Aug. 28

three assists) in 29 playoff games. He said his tenure with
Montreal "could've been better."

Jesperi Kotkaniemi signed a one-year, $6.1 million contract
with the Carolina Hurricanes after the Montreal Canadiens
on Saturday announced their decision to not match an offer
sheet tendered by the Hurricanes on Aug. 28.

"At the end, when I think of the whole journey over there, I
think it was a good run," he said. "There are ups and downs
every time. I think that's normal. I made some really good
friends over there on the team and off the ice too. I have
really good things to say about them."

"I was just really excited when I saw the offer sheet the first
time," Kotkaniemi said Sunday. "I thought how it would be
over there. I had a good talk with [Hurricanes owner Tom
Dundon] and Carolina, so I was just really excited. ... I mean,
like I said, Carolina is a great team, they'll be a [Stanley Cup]
contender next year. Everyone wants to be part of a team
like that, so it was a good decision from our side."
The 21-year-old forward scored 20 points (five goals, 15
assists) in 56 regular-season games and eight points (five
goals, three assists) in 19 Stanley Cup Playoff games last
season, his third in the NHL since being selected by
Montreal with the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL Draft.
"Jesperi Kotkaniemi is a player who has been on our radar
since before his draft year," Carolina general manager Don
Waddell said. "We believe he will flourish in (coach) Rod
Brind'Amour's system and culture, and he will be an
important piece of what we are building in Carolina for years
to come."
The Canadiens, who had seven days to match the offer
sheet and keep the restricted free agent, received a firstround pick and a third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft as
compensation from the Hurricanes. Montreal then traded one
of its first-round picks in the 2022 draft and a second-round
pick in the 2024 NHL Draft to the Arizona Coyotes for
forward Christian Dvorak on Saturday.
Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin said they were
attempting to sign Kotkaniemi to a bridge contract rather than
long term.
"In [Kotkaniemi's] case, getting that offer sheet, you know,
kind of put us in a position where we had to make a decision
earlier that we would have liked to," Bergevin said Monday.
"That's why the bridge contract was where we were going to
go with this young player at the time.
"... At the end of the day, we really like the acquisition of
Christian Dvorak, who we were able with one of those draft
picks to go get this young center to help the organization for
several years since he is signed, from our point of view, to a
good salary cap that fits in well in the organization's
structure."
Kotkaniemi has scored 62 points (22 goals, 40 assists) in
171 regular-season NHL games and 12 points (nine goals,

The Hurricanes intend to start Kotkaniemi at left wing,
Waddell said. He played center for the Canadiens.
"We have [Sebastian] Aho, [Vincent] Trocheck and [Jordan]
Staal down the middle, and he'll get to play with some very
good players," Waddell said. "We think he has the skill to be
able to do that."
Montreal gave Aho a five-year, $42.27 million offer sheet on
July 1, 2019, and Carolina matched six days later.
"It certainly was not revenge," Waddell said of giving
Kotkaniemi the offer sheet. "We talked about this player, we
know this player, we have an opportunity. We used the
[collective bargaining agreement] as other teams have in the
past to try to acquire a 21-year-old player. So, to us, it was
all about the player. We looked around the League and
thought this made the most sense from where we are as a
team."
Kotkaniemi's contract includes a $20 signing bonus; Aho
wears No. 20. Waddell explained that the Hurricanes were
having fun with the signing bonus amount.
"Again, we are trying to build our fan base here in Raleigh,"
Waddell said. "We're not as fortunate as Montreal and some
other cities that have sold-out crowds every night. Our social
team does an outstanding job of engaging our fans. We were
certainly aware of what we were putting out there, but we
were doing it from, nothing against Montreal at all, it was all
about what we're trying to build here in Raleigh. As you've
seen over the last few years since Tom's bought the team,
we're pretty active socially and doing a lot of things. It's just
another thing we felt was good for our fans."
Compensation to the team losing a player to an offer sheet
escalates from no compensation for a contract worth $1.36
million or less per season, to four first-round draft picks for a
contract worth more than $10.28 million per season.
Prior to this, the last offer sheet to lead to a player changing
teams was one given to Anaheim Ducks forward Dustin
Penner, who signed with the Edmonton Oilers on July 26,
2007. Anaheim received three picks in the 2008 NHL Draft
as compensation.
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The Hurricanes (36-12-8, 80 points) finished first in the
Discover Central Division last season but were eliminated by
the Tampa Bay Lightning in five games in the Stanley Cup
Second Round.
Carolina lost forwards Warren Foegele (traded to Edmonton
Oilers), Brock McGinn (signed with Pittsburgh Penguins),
Cedric Paquette (signed with Canadiens) and Morgan
Geekie (selected by Seattle Kraken in 2021 NHL Expansion
Draft) this offseason. Forwards Derek Stepan and Josh Leivo
each signed a one-year contract with the Hurricanes.
Andrei Svechnikov agreed to an eight-year, $62 million
contract ($7.75 average annual value) with the Hurricanes on
Aug. 26. The 21-year-old forward, who was a restricted free
agent, scored 42 points (15 goals, 27 assists) in 55 games
last season.

The Canadiens (24-21-11, 59 points) finished fourth in the
seven-team Scotia North Division last season and advanced
to the Stanley Cup Final, when they lost to the Lightning in
five games. It was Montreal's first trip to the Final since it
won the Cup in 1993.
Dvorak has four seasons remaining on the six-year contract
he signed Aug. 9, 2018, with the Coyotes, who did not
disclose financial terms. The 25-year-old scored 31 points
(17 goals, 14 assists) in 56 games last season.
Arizona will receive the higher of Montreal's two 2022 firstround picks unless either or both is in the top 10, in which
case it will receive the lower of the selections. The Coyotes
(24-26-6, 54 points) finished fifth in the eight-team Honda
West Division last season, failing to qualify for the playoffs
for the eighth time in nine seasons.

Gardiner out for season for Hurricanes, will have hip, back surgeries
By Tracey Myers
Jake Gardiner will have hip and back surgeries, and the
Carolina Hurricanes defenseman is not expected to play this
season, general manager Don Waddell said Sunday.
Waddell mentioned Gardiner's status when asked if the
Hurricanes had enough NHL salary cap space for forward
Jesperi Kotkaniemi's one-year, $6.1 million contract, which
was signed after the Montreal Canadiens decided Saturday
not to match an offer sheet tendered by the Hurricanes on
Aug. 28.
Waddell did not say when Gardiner's surgeries would take
place. Gardiner, who signed a four-year, $16.2 million
contract ($4.05 million average annual value) with the
Hurricanes on Sept. 6, 2019, will go on long-term injured
reserve.

The 31-year-old had eight assists in 26 regular-season
games and did not score any points in one Stanley Cup
Playoff game last season, Game 2 of the first round, a 3-0
win against the Nashville Predators on May 19.
Last season, he missed five games from Feb. 25-March 6
with an upper-body injury, then missed 15 games from
March 8-April 9 with a back injury. He missed 18 games from
Feb. 26-April 3, 2019, with a back injury.
Selected in the first round (No. 17) by the Anaheim Ducks in
the 2008 NHL Draft, Gardiner has scored 277 points (49
goals, 228 assists) in 645 NHL games with the Toronto
Maple Leafs and Hurricanes. He has scored 13 points (two
goals, 11 assists) in 33 NHL playoff games.
The Hurricanes open their season against the New York
Islanders at home Oct. 14.
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Kotkaniemi goes to Hurricanes after Canadiens pass on match
MONTREAL (AP) — Jesperi Kotkaniemi is now a member of
the Carolina Hurricanes.

in 56 regular-season games last season. The Finn added
five goals and three assists in 19 playoff games.

Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin said
Saturday the club won’t match Carolina’s one-year, $6.1
million offer for the 21-year-old restricted free agent forward.

Carolina’s offer sheet was a response to Montreal trying to
poach Carolina’s Sebastian Aho the same way two years
ago. Montreal signed Aho to a $42.3 million, five-year offer
sheet in the summer of 2019. Carolina quickly matched.

“Carolina has used a tool available to them in the collective
bargaining agreement and we accept that decision,”
Bergevin said in a statement.
Montreal will receive first- and third-round picks in the 2022
draft from the Hurricanes.
Later, the Canadiens acquired center Christian Dvorak from
the Arizona Coyotes for a 2022 first-round draft choice and a
2024 second-round pick.
The six-foot-two, 201-pound Kotkaniemi, taken third overall
by Montreal in the 2018 draft, had five goals and 15 assists

After Kotkaniemi signed the offer, Carolina’s Twitter account
posted the message “People don’t forget” about Aho’s offer
sheet and referenced the $20 signing bonus in Kotkaniemi’s
deal — Aho’s jersey number. Kotkaniemi’s contract which is
worth a total of $6,100,015 in a nod to his No. 15. The
Hurricanes also jabbed at the Canadiens by tweeting the
news about Kotkaniemi in French.
The 25-year-old Dvorak had 17 goals and 14 assists in 56
games last season. He has 67 goals and 79 assists in 302
career regular-season games, all with the Coyotes.
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 21, joins Carolina Hurricanes as Montreal Canadiens decline to match
one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet
A week after the Carolina Hurricanes caused a social media
stir by signing Jesperi Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 million
offer sheet, the Montreal Canadiens formally declined to
match it on Saturday.
As a result, the 21-year-old forward will join the Hurricanes
for at least this season, and Carolina will more than likely
seek to sign the former first-round draft choice to a contract
extension. Meanwhile, the Canadiens, who originally drafted
Kotkaniemi, will receive two 2022 draft choices, one in each
of the first and third rounds.
"Jesperi Kotkaniemi is a player who has been on our radar
since before his draft year," Carolina general manager Don
Waddell said in a statement. "We believe he will flourish in
[coach] Rod Brind'Amour's system and culture, and he will
be an important piece of what we are building in Carolina for
years to come."
When Carolina tendered the offer sheet, an ongoing storyline
between the Hurricanes and Canadiens continued, though
this might be the end of the soap opera.
Two years ago, Carolina star forward Sebastian Aho
received a five-year, $42 million tender as a restricted free
agent from the Canadiens, a deal that the Hurricanes
matched begrudgingly.
Kotkaniemi, a sharp shooter who at times was left out of the
lineup as Montreal raced to the Stanley Cup Finals last
season, was someone Carolina coveted, no question, but the
Hurricanes also enjoyed the fact that it was the Canadiens
who had to deal with the headache.
The Hurricanes noted in their original news release last
month that they also gave Kotkaniemi a measly $20 signing
bonus, further adding to the banter across the league on
social media. Aho's jersey number, ironically, is 20.
The contract price, however, is no joke, as a winger who
finished with just 20 points last season does not often
command that high a paycheck in the NHL.
"He wants to come to Carolina," Waddell said last week. "He
sees the core we've built here and he wants to be a part of
that. We're proud."

The Hurricanes -- who lost in the second round last season
to the Tampa Bay Lightning, the same team that Montreal
eventually lost to -- has salary cap space this offseason
because of a few departures off last year's roster, most
notably star defenseman Dougie Hamilton, who signed with
the New Jersey Devils.
But the core, especially on offense, that led the Hurricanes to
a division title last season largely remains, including Aho, 24,
who led the team with 57 points. Last month, Carolina also
gave a new deal to forward Andrei Svechnikov, 21, securing
him for eight years and $62 million.
Kotkaniemi -- a Pori, Finland, native who will wear jersey No.
15 and was the No. 3 overall pick in 2018 -- could mesh well
in that youthful offensive mix. In 19 postseason games for
the Canadiens, he finished with five goals and eight points.
"His age and natural skill set suggests a very high ceiling,
and the opportunity to acquire players like that simply does
not come along very often," Carolina assistant general
manager Eric Tulsky said. "Jesperi is a smart player who
sees the ice extremely well; it seems like every time he
touches the puck, he puts his team in a better position."
With room under the salary cap to maneuver prior to training
camp, especially with injured captain Shea Weber out for the
season and placed on the NHL's long-term injured reserve
list, the prevailing thought around the league was that
Montreal would shop the Carolina draft picks to see if they
could land an established forward to join the Stanley Cup
finalists and replace Kotkaniemi's production.
That turned out to be the case, as later Saturday night, the
Canadiens acquired center Christian Dvorak from the
Arizona Coyotes in return for two draft choices. Arizona will
receive the better of either Montreal's own first-round pick in
2022 or the Carolina choice it just acquired, and also a
Canadiens fourth-round choice in 2024.
Dvorak, 25, played in 56 games for Arizona last season,
finishing with 17 goals and 31 points. He is a power-play and
faceoff specialist respected around the league, and ended
the season with an 18:24 time on ice average.
Dvorak and Kotkaniemi will have a chance to face off against
each other early this season. The Canadiens and Hurricanes
will meet in Montreal on Oct. 21.
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Canadiens decline to match Hurricanes’ offer sheet for Jesperi Kotkaniemi
Jesperi Kotkaniemi is headed to Raleigh.
After signing a one-year, $6.1-million offer sheet with the
Carolina Hurricanes last week that put his former club, the
Montreal Canadiens, on the clock to either match or let him
walk, Marc Bergevin and Co. announced Saturday that they
are not matching the Canes’ offer.
In doing so, the Canadiens gain Carolina’s first- and thirdround picks for 2022, while the Hurricanes gain a 21-year-old
third-overall pick in Kotkaniemi.
"Carolina has used a tool available to them in the collective
bargaining agreement and we accept that decision,"
Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin said, via a release.
Said Hurricanes GM Don Waddell of his team's newest
acquisition: "Jesperi Kotkaniemi is a player who has been on
our radar since before his draft year. We believe he will

flourish in Rod Brind'Amour's system and culture, and he will
be an important piece of what we are building in Carolina for
years to come."
The young Finn, who joins a trio of countrymen in Sebastian
Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Antti Raanta, has three bigleague seasons under his belt, which saw him put up 62 total
points through 171 career games. Through 29 post-season
appearances, he’s put up a combined nine goals and 12
points.
Kotkaniemi's one-year deal with Carolina carries not only a
salary of $6,100,015 but also a $20 signing bonus. The
Canadiens, meanwhile, now have 12 picks in the 2022 NHL
Draft, including two first-rounders and three third-rounders,
should they elect to replace their former centreman via the
trade market.

Hurricanes' Jake Gardiner expected to miss season due to back, hip surgeries
Carolina Hurricanes defenceman Jake Gardiner will have hip
and back surgeries and is not expected to play this season,
the team announced.
General manager Don Waddell did not disclose when
Gardiner is expected to have surgery but did say he will be
placed on long-term injured reserve. The 31-year-old only
played in 26 games last season because of injuries and
recorded eight assists.

By placing Gardiner on long-term injured reserve, Carolina
opens up room on their salary cap for newly acquired
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi who will make $6.1 million this
season. Gardiner has two years remaining on his contract
which carries a $4.05 million cap hit.
Since being selected in the first round of the 2008 NHL Draft
by the Anaheim Ducks, Gardiner has scored 49 goals and
277 points in 645 games with the Toronto Maple Leafs and
Hurricanes.
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Can Hurricanes get more out of Kotkaniemi than Habs did?
By James O'Brien
Whether it’s true or not, Hurricanes GM Don Waddell denied
that the (eventually successful) Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer
sheet was about getting revenge on the Canadiens. Waddell
indicates that the trolling aspects of the fallout were about
marketing, and letting the Hurricanes’ social media team
have a little fun.

Sounds great, especially after you sell it a bit, right? Well, the
success or failure of the Hurricanes investing all of this in an
offer sheet for Kotkaniemi ultimately boils down to …

In the grand scheme of things, what happens on the ice
matters the most.

In giving up a first and a third-round pick in 2022, and paying
Kotkaniemi far more than he was expected this season, the
Hurricanes made a big upfront investment. Much like
absorbing Patrick Marleau‘s contract for a first-rounder, the
key for Carolina is if the bet will pay off down the line.

So, about that. Can the Hurricanes get more out of Jesperi
Kotkaniemi than the Canadiens did?
Contract/cap considerations
When you zoom in on the 2021-22 season alone, you don’t
get the full picture of why the Hurricanes went after
Kotkaniemi.
Things get more interesting if you take a wider view. Center
Vincent Trocheck‘s $4.75M cap hit expires after 2021-22,
and he enters this contract year at age 28. Jordan Staal, 32,
will see his $6M AAV dissolve after two more seasons.
On one hand, Waddell claimed publicly that the Hurricanes
only discussed Kotkaniemi’s one-year, $6.1M (plus trolling
change) deal.

Can the Hurricanes get the most out of Kotkaniemi after
bumpy Habs development?

So, will it pay off? That’s where things get tricky, interesting,
and maybe a bit granular.
On one hand, there was a jittery, staccato rhythm to
Kotkaniemi’s development with the Canadiens. Injuries, the
occasional AHL demotion, and even playoff healthy
scratches didn’t help matters. As Andrew Berkshire
discussed on The Hockey PDOcast, there also may have
been an essential disagreement about how he should play.
Berkshire noted that Kotkaniemi viewed himself as more of a
playmaker, while Montreal seemingly wanted him to use his
size to play a more straightforward style, focused on getting
to tougher areas.

It’s possible that’s a matter of playing coy. Way back to when
the offer sheet first surfaced, Elliotte Friedman indicated that
the high one-year price might factor in a possible, costeffective future contract for Kotkaniemi.

There was at least some sense that Kotkaniemi expects
Carolina to be a better fit.

(Side note: Jake Gardiner is expected to go on LTIR, making
room for this new contract.)

The Hurricanes’ early plan: start Kotkaniemi at LW

A younger (Kotkaniemi turned 21 on July 6), potentially
cheaper player could be a nice replacement for Trocheck
and/or Staal. With Martin Necas (22) also coming into his
own and bouncing between the center and wing, you could
picture something impressive forming for Carolina.
They have 24-year-old center Sebastian Aho locked up for
three more years (about $8.5M) on that allegedly-notrevenge-inspiring deal. Also, Andrei Svechnikov, 21, just
signed an eight-year contract that carries a $7.75M cap hit.
That’s potentially quite the young core, and there could be
some good Finnish vibes, as Kotkaniemi joins Aho and 26year-old Teuvo Teravainen (a $5.4M bargain for three more
seasons).

Talking to the press in his car, Waddell noted that
Kotkaniemi’s likely to slot in at left wing. At least early on.

Playing on the wing, instead of center, might allow
Kotkaniemi to assert himself on offense more often. Frankly,
the most important difference might be linemates.
During his three seasons with the Canadiens, Kotkaniemi’s
linemates were scattered. It’s telling that Joel Armia is the
only forward he logged more five-on-five ice time with
(757:40 minutes) than without (649:33). His most consistent
linemates were Armia and Artturi Lehkonen (703:42 with;
1,186:30 without).
Armia and Lehkonen are both very nice supporting cast
forwards. Still, neither are the types of players who will light
up scoreboards.
It stands to reason that Kotkaniemi will receive more
dangerous linemates with the Hurricanes. Carolina has some
incentive, even, to prop him up, after making this big gambit.
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(To be fair, it also seems like the Habs were gearing up to
give him a bigger role. He was penciled in as a 2C, and likely
would’ve played with more dynamic wingers, more often.
Whether he was actually ready for them, or not.)
Making the puzzle pieces fit
But will Kotkaniemi’s skills match up with the Hurricanes on
the ice to the same degree that he seems to fit in their
minds? That’s more complicated, and might boil down to how
much leash he receives.
Can Kotkaniemi acclimate to the Hurricanes’ system after
struggling with the Canadiens? Will his skating still hold him
back? Last season, he scored 20 points in 55 games. His
ceiling is almost certainly higher than that, but by how much?

This was already a fascinating and polarizing offseason for
the Hurricanes. They’ve made big changes in net. Carolina
allowed Dougie Hamilton to walk in free agency, hoping that
Tony DeAngelo can be a cheap offensive alternative (while
not being too … actually offensive).
Beyond totally not getting revenge, the Kotkaniemi offer
sheet is another big Hurricanes gamble. If things really go off
the rails, they could’ve squandered key picks in what’s
expected to be a strong 2022 NHL Draft. They have some
power in making themselves look smart by getting the most
out of Kotkaniemi. That said, there’s also balancing getting
the most out of their roster, overall.
Will this look like a smart move, or a case of Canes galaxy
brain? We’ll see soon enough.

Canadiens will not match Kotkaniemi offer sheet; he will join Hurricanes
By Adam Gretz
Jesperi Kotkaniemi is officially moving from Montreal to
become a member of the Carolina Hurricanes.
He joins the team a week after signing a restricted free agent
offer sheet worth $6.1 million for the 2021-22 season.
Montreal had one week to match the offer and officially
announced on Saturday that It will not be matching it.
In return, the Canadiens will get Carolina’s first-and thirdround picks in the 2022 NHL draft.
“Carolina has used a tool available to them in the collective
bargaining agreement and we accept that decision,”
Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin said in a team
statement.
Not only are restricted offer sheets incredibly rare (this is
only the fifth attempt since 2009), a successful offer sheet is
almost unheard of.
This is the first successful offer sheet since the Edmonton
Oilers signed Dustin Penner away from the Anaheim Ducks
back in 2007. The Penner and Kotkaniemi signings are the
only two successful offer sheets of the salary cap era. There
have only been four successful offer sheets going all the way
back to 1995.
Kotkaniemi now joins a Hurricanes team that is already one
of the best in the league and has added to its center depth. It
will also give him a fresh start and a chance to take a big
step in his development. He was the No. 3 overall pick in the
2018 draft by Montreal and instantly went to the NHL. Over
the past three years he has shown flashes of that potential
with strong underlying numbers, but his offensive production
has not yet progressed much.
He scored five goals and 15 assists in 56 games for the
Canadiens a year ago and has 22 goals and 62 total points

in 171 career games. He just turned 21 earlier this summer
so there is still obviously time for that aspect of his game to
develop. If it does, the Hurricanes’ young core gets another
significant piece to build around.
This also closes the book, at least for now, on the ongoing
RFA feud that has been waging between the Hurricanes and
Canadiens for the past two years, dating back to Montreal’s
attempt to sign Sebastian Aho away from Carolina in 2019.
Carolina matched that offer but clearly did not like the
attempt, with Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell
using the same quote to announce the Kotkaniemi signing
that Marc Bergevin used to talk about tendering an offer
sheet to Aho.
The big question for Montreal now is what it does without
Kotkaniemi.
His departure, combined with the free agent loss of Phillip
Danault, has put a significant dent in their center depth for
this season. Nick Suzuki remains, but there are some major
question marks behind him.
By not having to pay Kotkaniemi they do have some salary
cap flexibility and also have some serious draft pick capital to
deal from. With the two new picks from Carolina, Montreal
now has 12 draft picks in the 2022 class, including six in the
first three rounds (two first round picks, a second round pick,
and three third round picks).
Does this put them back in the market for Jack Eichel?
Or Christian Dvorak from Arizona?
Or maybe a wild card offer for Tomas Hertl?
Something has to give here if the Canadiens have any hope
of contending for a playoff spot this season.
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Hurricanes' Jesperi Kotkaniemi: Offer sheet not matched
Kotkaniemi will suit up for the Hurricanes next season, as the
Canadiens elected Saturday not to match Carolina's offer
sheet.
The Canadiens were unwilling to pay the 21-year-old $6.1
million next season, so they'll receive the Hurricanes' first-

and third-round picks in the 2022 draft as compensation.
Kotkaniemi is considered a talented young center, but the
price tag is quite a high one for a player who managed a
modest five goals and 15 assists in 56 games last season.

Hurricanes' Jake Gardiner: Headed for surgery
Gardiner will undergo surgery on both his hip and back and
will be placed on long-term injured reserve to start the
season, Sara Civian of The Athletic reports.
At this point, fantasy players should probably expect
Gardiner to miss the entirety of the 2021-22 campaign,

though the club hasn't released an official statement or
timeline for the blueliner's recovery. Even if he is cleared to
play this year, the 31-year-old Minnesota native may struggle
to break into the lineup with any consistency and therefore
shouldn't be counted on to offer any real fantasy value.
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Canadiens Pass on Kotkaniemi, Signs with Hurricanes.
By Steven Ellis
Jean-Yves Ahern-USA TODAY Sports
The Jesperi Kotkaniemi era in Montreal has come to a close.
A week after the Carolina Hurricanes signed him to a oneyear offer sheet worth $6,100,035 with a $20 signing bonus,
the Canadiens declined to match the sheet and let him walk.
As a result, the Hurricanes have officially signed the Finnish
forward, sending their first-round pick and third-round pick in
2022 back to the Habs.

Kotkaniemi hasn't lived up to the expectations of being the
No. 3 pick back in 2018. In three seasons with the
Canadiens, Kotkaniemi has a career-high 34 points set as a
rookie and 62 points total in 171 games.
That's not the output you'd expect from someone getting a
contract of this size. But it's clear it's payback for Canadiens
mingling with Aho's deal when they signed him to a five-year,
$42.27-million offer sheet in 2019.
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi switching from No. 15 to No. 82 with Hurricanes
By Stu Cowan
Does this mean he will now earn $6,100,082 with Carolina
after agreeing to offer sheet and leaving the Canadiens?
Jesperi Kotkaniemi has a new team and now he also has a
new number.
The Carolina Hurricanes announced Monday that Kotkaniemi
will wear No. 82 this season instead of the No. 15 he wore
for the last three seasons with the Canadiens.
Kotkaniemi officially joined the Hurricanes on Saturday
afternoon after Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin decided not to
match Carolina’s one-year offer sheet worth US$6,100,015.
Kotkaniemi also received a $20 signing bonus to match the
number worn by the Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho after the
Canadiens gave Aho a five-year offer sheet worth
US$42.295-million two years ago that included more than
$20 million in signing-bonus money in the first 12 months.
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon, who is a billionaire, decided
to match that offer, but obviously didn’t forget about it.
Does this mean Kotkaniemi will now earn $6,100,082 with
the Hurricanes?
Kotkaniemi will become the first player in Hurricanes history
to wear No. 82. The only Canadiens players to wear No. 82
were Donald Audette (2002-04) and Patrick Holland (2014).
Carolina GM Don Waddell said Sunday that the plan is to
move Kotkaniemi to left wing from centre with the
Hurricanes, who already have depth down the middle with
Aho, Vincent Trocheck and Jordan Staal.
During a Zoom conference Sunday, Kotkaniemi was asked
what his initial reaction was to the offer sheet from the
Hurricanes.
“I was just really excited when I saw the offer sheet first
time,” he said. “I was very excited to start with the team
immediately. … I had a good talk with Tom and Carolina, so I
was just really excited.

sheet, Bergevin used one of his first round picks next year,
along with a second-round pick in 2024, to acquire veteran
centre Christian Dvorak from the Arizona Coyotes.
The Canadiens selected Kotkaniemi with the No. 3 overall
pick at the 2018 NHL Draft. Last season he had 5-15-20
totals in 56 regular-season games and in 171 career games
with the Canadiens he had 22-40-62 totals. He was coming
off a three-year, NHL entry-level contract that paid him
US$925,000 per season and was a restricted free agent.
“You know, I think there was a lot that happened,”
Kotkaniemi said about his three years in Montreal. “When I
got there the team was in a rebuilding kind of situation and I
think very quickly we ended up in the Stanley Cup final, so it
was quite a journey over there. I made a lot of good friends
over there in three years, so I have really good memories
over there … I had a good time.
“I’ve been talking with my old teammates a lot,” Kotkaniemi
added. “They were real supportive with this decision and
they’re still happy for me.”
Kotkaniemi will be joining two fellow Finns in Carolina, Aho
and Teuvo Teravainen.
“I don’t know that much by myself (about living in Carolina),
but I’ve been talking with the Finnish guys over there so I
only heard good things about the team and the city so I think
it will be a great fit for me,” Kotkaniemi said.
As for having a new coach in Rod Brind’Amour, Kotkaniemi
said: “I haven’t been on the phone yet (with him), but I just
exchanged a couple of text messages this morning. It feels
great to have an old player as a coach. You can tell he’s
been doing a great job over there over the years. You can
see from the style of the Hurricanes how they play there’s an
old player in the coaching seat.”

“Carolina is a great team,” the 21-year-old added. “They’ll be
a contender next year. Everyone wants to be part of a team
like that. It was a good decision from our side.”

The Hurricanes have shown a lot more confidence in
Kotkaniemi with the offer sheet than the Canadiens did when
he was made a healthy scratch for the last two games of the
Stanley Cup final against the Tampa Bay Lightning and that’s
something he really appreciated.

The Canadiens received a first-round pick and a third-round
pick at next year’s NHL Draft as compensation for
Kotkaniemi. After deciding not to match the Carolina offer

“You could say I felt the confidence from the first second
from Carolina,” Kotkaniemi said. “That feels good. It just feels
real good when someone’s trusting you.”
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Kotkaniemi signing a worthy gamble for Hurricanes
By Andrew Schnittker
The signing of Kotkaniemi is a risk, but it’s one the
Hurricanes were well-positioned to take.
In an offseason that’s been full of risks, the Hurricanes took
another one last week. Coming into the later stages of the
summer, the Hurricanes had most of their roster set. They
had their goalie tandem. Their D corps was locked in. What
they still needed was another top-six/top-nine forward.
They chose to go an unconventional route to get one. A
route, that, in fact, has now worked just twice in the NHL’s
salary cap era. The Hurricanes executed a successful offer
sheet for former Montreal Canadiens forward Jesperi
Kotkaniemi, and will now pay him $6.1 million for the 202122 season and send a first and third-round pick in the 2022
draft to Montreal.
It’s easy to see why the Hurricanes wanted to take a chance
to add a 21-year-old forward who was drafted third overall
just three years ago. He’s still got plenty of potential. But this
is not a move that comes without risk.
There’s a reason Kotkaniemi was available. In three years,
he’s posted just 22 goals and 62 points in 171 games. He put
up just five goals last season.
Now, there’s plenty of reason to think he’ll be better for the
Hurricanes. Montreal probably rushed him to the NHL and
handled his development poorly. He mainly played center
with the Canadiens, which is a much more difficult position to
find your footing in the NHL than on the wing, where Don
Waddell said the Hurricanes plan to play him. And he’ll likely
get a chance to play with some combination of two of
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teräväinen, Andrei Svechnikov,
Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas, which would put him in
a prime position to succeed.
The Hurricanes (probably wisely, given their track record)
likely believe Rod Brind’Amour and his staff can get the best
out of Kotkaniemi.
Still, they’re banking an awful lot that Kotkaniemi will perform
better as a Hurricane than he has in his NHL career so far.
$6.1 million and a first and third-round pick is nothing to
sneeze at, and the Hurricanes are taking a risk here. But it’s
a calculated risk, and one they were in a good spot to take.

There’s risk for any team with cup aspirations committing
$6.1 million in cap space to a player like Kotkaniemi, but
that’s the nature of the beast with an offer sheet. You have to
overpay a player if you actually want to get them; otherwise
their original team will just match it. And, though Waddell
said the Hurricanes haven’t discussed an extension with
Kotkaniemi yet, there’s a good chance a longer deal with a
much more reasonable price will be on the table come
January.
And, with the pending placement of Jake Gardiner on longterm IR, the Canes had plenty of cap space to make such a
move.
The real risk comes in the picks. While draft picks are never
guaranteed to succeed, a first and third are premium assets.
However, even if this pans out in the worst way possible, it
won’t be a devastating blow to the Hurricanes.
Let’s say the worst case scenario plays out with Kotkaniemi:
He’s the second coming of the 2014-15 version of Alexander
Semin, and the Hurricanes have no choice but to walk away
at the end of the year. Then the team’s still out a first and
third-round pick.
Well, if any team in the league can afford to lose draft picks
right now, it’s probably the Hurricanes. The team just made
13 picks in the 2021 draft. They have their young core of
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov,
Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce locked in for at least three
more seasons. Martin Necas will very likely join that group
within the next calendar year. And the team has a consensus
top-five prospect pool. Even if the worst case scenario
occurs with Kotkaniemi, none of that changes.
And the best-case scenario is that Kotkaniemi emerges as a
key contributor on the wing for what would then be a stacked
Hurricanes top-six forward group for 2021-22, and someone
they can mold into their number two center of the future.
Especially given where they are with their aforementioned
prospect pool and young core, that potential upside is more
than worth the risk the Hurricanes are taking by giving up
those picks for Kotkaniemi.
Signing Jesperi Kotkaniemi was undoubtedly a big swing, but
it was one the Hurricanes were well-positioned to take.
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Kotkaniemi ready to start fresh with Hurricanes
By Andrew Schnittker
The 21-year-old Finnish forward will get an opportunity to
prove himself as a key contributor in Carolina.
In adding a promising young piece to their forward group for
the 2021-22 season, the Hurricanes went an unconventional
route. A route, that, in fact, had only succeeded once before
in the salary cap era, and not since 2007.
The Montreal Canadiens elected not to match the
Hurricanes’ one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet for Jesperi
Kotkaniemi, so Carolina will send first and third-round picks
in the 2022 draft to the Habs for the Finnish forward.
Don Waddell said that an offer sheet was not the Hurricanes’
first choice in acquiring Kotkaniemi, and that they’d been
involved in trade talks with Montreal for a couple weeks
beforehand. When those talks didn’t yield results, however,
the Hurricanes elected to use the other avenue available to
them for acquiring the 21-year-old restricted free agent.
For Kotkaniemi, who’d experienced some ups and downs
since being drafted third overall in 2018, the decision to sign
with the Hurricanes boiled down to both the faith the team
showed in him, and playing for a team that’s gone to the
playoffs each of the last three seasons and has its sights set
on the Stanley Cup.
“Carolina is a great team,” Kotkaniemi said. “They will be a
cup contender next year. Everyone wants to be part of a
team like that, so I think it was a good decision from our
side.”
While $6.1 million is obviously an over pay for Kotkaniemi,
that’s the nature of offer sheets: you have to pay more than
market value to keep the other team from matching if you
actually want the player.
Waddell said everyone with the Hurricanes understands that,
and the expectations for Kotkaniemi won’t be based on his
2021-22 price tag.
“I think when you make an offer sheet, we weren’t making an
offer sheet just to make an offer sheet, we wanted to make
an offer sheet that we potentially could get the player,”
Waddell said. “I think everybody will look at it the same way.
It’s an acquisition with the acquisition cost of getting a young,
21-year-old player. I think that all makes sense. I’ve talked to
a lot of players on our team, and everybody understands the
process, that’s for sure.”
While the move appears to put the Canes over the salary
cap, Waddell said defenseman Jake Gardiner will have hip
and back surgeries and go on long term injured reserve,
which will clear up the necessary space.
While the Hurricanes had three years worth of data on
Kotkaniemi as an NHL player to evaluate in making the
decision to sign him, their evaluation went back further than
that. When Kotkaniemi was drafted third overall in 2018, the
Hurricanes had the pick before that, which obviously became
Andrei Svechnikov.

Kotkaniemi, however, was a player the team’s scouts also
did quite a bit of work on, and Waddell and his brain trust
referred back to that in making this decision.
“Certainly, at that time, we discussed the player at great
length, did interviews,” Waddell said. “Everybody was very
familiar with the player as not only a player but as a person.
We made a decision to draft Andrei. Darren Yorke, who
leads our amateur scouts, was very much a big part of this
when we were talking about what type of player we saw in
Jesperi and what type of player we feel he can be. You
interview a lot of players in the draft for future knowledge,
and obviously this one was a little different but came to light
as we started talking about this player.”
When the Hurricanes announced they were signing
Kotkaniemi to an offer sheet last week, there were several
call backs to the Canadiens’ 2019 offer sheet of Sebastian
Aho, such as Kotkaniemi’s $20 signing bonus (which
Waddell called a group effort), Waddell giving pretty much a
carbon copy of Bergevin’s 2019 quote about Aho and several
Tweets from the team’s official Twitter account. Those led
many to speculate that revenge was a factor, perhaps even a
primary one, in the decision to sign Kotkaniemi.
Waddell asserted that that was not the case, and that the
team’s hockey decision to sign Kotkaniemi, and how the
announcement was handled from a marketing standpoint
were separate.
“It certainly was not revenge,” Waddell said. “We talked
about this player, we know this player. We used the CBA, as
other teams have in the past, to try to acquire a 21-year-old
player. So to us, it was all about the player. We looked
around the league and thought this made the most sense
from where we are as a team. As you know, we have a
couple other good Finnish players on our team and thought
this would be a great fit. The release, that’s a marketing
thing. We’re trying to continue to build our franchise here in
Raleigh, trying to keep our fans engaged. Our social team
gets huge marks from the NHL, and they had some fun with
it.”
Though Kotkaniemi has largely been a full-time center in the
NHL, Waddell, citing the Hurricanes’ current depth at center,
said he’ll likely start at left wing, and “play with some very
good players.”
While Kotkaniemi’s production (22 goals and 62 points in 171
career games) has yet to match his draft status, clearly the
Hurricanes still see the promise and potential that led
Montreal to select him third overall, and believe he can play
an important role in their forward group going forward.
That belief played a major role in Kotkaniemi’s decision to
become a Hurricane.
“I felt the confidence from the first second from Carolina,”
Kotkaniemi said. “It feels really good when someone’s
trusting you.”

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 7, 2021
Kotkaniemi will join two Finnish countrymen in Sebastian
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, and he said he’s spoken with
both about the team and city of Raleigh.
He also said he’s exchanged a couple texts with Rod
Brind’Amour, and is clearly excited to play for the former
long-time center.
“It feels great to have an old player as a coach, Kotkaniemi
said. “You can tell he’s been doing a great job over there
over the years. You can see from the style the Hurricanes
play that there’s an old player in the coaching seat.”
While it certainly stands to reason this could end up being a
long-term relationship, Waddell said the Canes and

Kotkaniemi haven’t discussed a long-term deal yet (he’s not
eligible to sign an extension until January anyway) and see
how this goes with Kotkaniemi on a new team and in a new
role.
That chance to prove himself with a fresh start is one
Kotkaniemi is looking forward to as he looks to carve out a
role as a top producer for the Hurricanes for years to come.
“It will be a great opportunity,” Kotkaniemi said. “Feeling the
confidence that the team is trusting you is always good for a
player. I’m really excited for this opportunity and can’t wait to
get things started.”
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Canadiens don’t match offer sheet, Kotkaniemi to join Hurricanes
By Andrew Schnittker
The Hurricanes have executed the second successful offer
sheet of the salary cap era.

Update: The Hurricanes have issued an official statement on
the acquisition, as follows:

The Hurricanes have added a promising young player to
their roster, and joined some pretty rare company in doing
so. Montreal announced Saturday it would not match the
Hurricanes’ offer sheet within its seven-day window to do so,
so the 21-year-old Finn will join Carolina. In signing
Kotkaniemi, the Hurricanes have executed the second
successful offer sheet of the NHL’s salary cap era, and first
since Dustin Penner went from the Anaheim Ducks to
Edmonton Oilers in 2007.

‘CANES ACQUIRE FORWARD JESPERI KOTKANIEMI

The deal will pay Kotkaniemi $6,100,035 for the 2021
season, with a $20 signing bonus. As compensation for the
offer sheet, the Hurricanes will send their first and third-round
picks in the 2022 NHL Entry Draft to Montreal.
Kotkaniemi, the third overall pick (right after Andrei
Svechnikov) in the 2018 NHL draft, has posted 22 goals and
62 points in 171 career games with Montreal. He put up five
goals and 20 points in 56 games in last year’s regular
season, and five goals and eight points in 19 games in
Montreal’s run to the Stanley Cup Final.
Kotkaniemi has mostly played center in Montreal, but will
most likely start on the wing for the Hurricanes with
Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Jordan Staal and Derek
Stepan already in place at center for the team.
Kotkaniemi will be slated to be an RFA again at the end of
this season, and will be eligible to sign a long-term extension
with the Hurricanes on Jan. 1.
This move puts the Hurricanes nearly $2 million over the
NHL’s salary cap ceiling for the 2021-22 season, so they’ll
need to make another move to get under it before the
season starts.

Montreal declines to match offer sheet, receives first- and
third-round picks
RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Last Saturday, Kotkaniemi
signed a one-year contract with Carolina, which pays a
salary of $6,100,015 for the 2021-22 season and carries a
$20 signing bonus. The Montreal Canadiens declined to
match the offer and will receive a first-round pick and a thirdround pick in the 2022 NHL Draft as compensation from the
Hurricanes.
“Jesperi Kotkaniemi is a player who has been on our radar
since before his draft year,” said Waddell. “We believe he will
flourish in Rod Brind’Amour’s system and culture, and he will
be an important piece of what we are building in Carolina for
years to come.”
Kotkaniemi, 21, registered 20 points (5g, 15a) in 56 games
with Montreal in 2020-21. During the 2021 Stanley Cup
Playoffs, he posted eight points (5g, 3a) in 19 games. The
6’2”, 201-pound forward has tallied 62 points (22g, 40a) in
171 career NHL regular-season games, all with the
Canadiens. Kotkaniemi also skated in 13 AHL games with
Laval in 2019-20, recording 13 points (1g, 12a). He recorded
37 points (12g, 25a) in 67 Liiga (Finland) games over two
seasons with Assat. Kotkaniemi represented Finland at both
the 2017 and 2018 IIHF Under-18 World Championships,
winning silver in 2017 and gold in 2018. The Pori, Finland,
native was selected in the first round, third overall, of the
2018 NHL Draft by Montreal.
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How the Kotkaniemi acquisition can become a ‘win’ for the Hurricanes
By Michael Prunka
RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – It became official on Saturday:
Jesperi Kotkaniemi is a member of the Carolina Hurricanes.

Kotkaniemi’s immediate role in Brind’Amour’s system is on
the left wing.

The price was steep to pry the 21-year-old forward from the
Montreal Canadiens. The ‘Canes had to give up their firstand third-round picks in the 2022 draft. They’re also paying
Kotkaniemi more than $6 million on his one-year deal.

In Montreal, he spent much of last season at center. At even
strength, Kotkaniemi spent the most time between Josh
Anderson and Jonathan Drouin, although Drouin also played
center occasionally.

A few boxes need to be ticked for this move to be considered
a win for the Hurricanes.

Taking a player who is projected to one day be a center and
letting him develop first as a winger is what Carolina did with
Sebastian Aho and is currently doing with Martin Necas.

First, Kotkaniemi needs to sign with the team beyond the
2021-22 season.
He isn’t eligible for an extension until January, though, which
should give general manager Don Waddell and his staff
plenty of time to evaluate his fit in the organization and what
salary would be reasonable over a longer-term deal. It’s hard
to imagine Kotkaniemi, who last season had 20 points in 56
games, will command the same $6.1 million salary he’ll make
this upcoming season.
The ‘Canes seem to already have an idea of where he’s
going to fit into the lineup.
That makes sense as Waddell said Kotkaniemi had been on
the team’s radar since before the 2018 draft when he was
taken third overall — just after Andrei Svechnikov.
“We believe he will flourish in Rod Brind’Amour’s system and
culture, and he will be an important piece of what we are
building in Carolina for years to come,” Waddell said in a
press release Saturday.

The ‘Canes have to be banking on Kotkaniemi developing
into a top-six center — hopefully within the next two years.
That would give them flexibility with Vincent Trocheck’s
contracting ending after this season and Jordan Staal’s
coming up after 2022-23. It would also give them the ability
to be more patient with the development of other promising
forwards like Ryan Suzuki.
If Kotkaniemi grows into the player he was projected to be
when he was drafted third overall in 2018, and he remains in
Carolina’s organization long term, then the Hurricanes will
have added a highly intelligent playmaker capable of
centering one of their top two lines and leading a power-play
unit.
The price they paid upfront was steep, but it’s not every day
a team is able to add a 21-year-old forward with potential like
Kotkaniemi’s. Only time will tell if this move helps the
Hurricanes toward being a Stanley Cup contender for years
to come.
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Carolina Hurricanes

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has a new-look team, and a fresh
challenge ahead

BY CHIP ALEXANDER
SEPTEMBER 06, 2021 01:30 PM

The Carolina Hurricanes signed forward Andrei Svechnikov to an eightyear contract extension, surprising some with the length of the term.

That’s a lot of offseason legwork. It will give the Canes a new look, and
will have coach Rod Brind’Amour busy during preseason training camp
as the Canes gear up for the 2021-22 season and a return to the
Metropolitan Division.
”That’s just the nature of it, I think,” Brind’Amour said in a recent
interview. “In today’s landscape that’s kind of how it goes. In a perfect
world, you don’t have to make changes, but that’s part of it. We’re always
adapting.
”I think the key was the Andrei signing and trying to keep the core group
intact. That was the objective while bringing in quality pieces that we
need. Every team is trying to do that, but this year we’ve got a huge
challenge because there are a lot of new faces that we hope can all fit
the role that we’re bringing them in to do.”

They signed free agent forward Derek Stepan, goalies Frederik Andersen
and Antti Raanta, defenseman Ian Cole and much-discussed defender
Tony DeAngelo. They also traded for defenseman Ethan Bear.

Kotkaniemi is an unexpected new face. Canes president and general
manager Don Waddell had said the team was looking to add another topnine forward before the season but few on the outside believed it might
come through an offer sheet.

Finally, in a bold move, the Hurricanes signed Montreal’s Jesperi
Kotkaniemi to an offer sheet, obtaining the young center after the
Canadiens said Saturday they would not match the offer for the restricted
free agent.

No NHL player had changed teams because of an offer sheet since
2007, when forward Dustin Penner went from the Anaheim Ducks to the
Edmonton Oilers when the Ducks did not match the Oilers’ offer.
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The Canes’ offer sheet to Kotkaniemi — one year, for $6,100,015 and a
$20 bonus — was made Aug. 28 among much social-media trolling and
merriment, the Hurricanes making an announcement in French on their
team Twitter account. It ended Saturday, the deadline for a Montreal
decision, with both teams issuing three-paragraph press releases.
The Canadiens let Kotkaniemi, 21, walk and accepted first- and thirdround picks in the 2022 NHL Draft from the Canes. The Habs then
worked a deal to acquire forward Christian Dvorak of the Arizona
Coyotes, easing some anxiety in their fan base.
Brind’Amour likes to mull over line combinations in the offseason like
others dwell on their daily crossword puzzles. Now he has someone with
10 letters in his name to go down the middle — another center in the mix.
Or winger. Waddell said Sunday on a media call that Kotkaniemi
“probably” would be used at left wing this season. Kotkaniemi has played
on the wing with the Canadiens during three NHL seasons, spending
some games in the abbreviated 2020-2021 season at wing on a line
centered by Phillip Danault.
One could see Brind’Amour opening with Sebastian Aho centering
Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen on the top line, and Vincent Trocheck
centering a line with Kotkaniemi on the left side and Martin Necas at right
wing. Captain Jordan Staal could have Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast
on his wings, and Stepan could be the fourth-line center with Jordan
Martinook and Josh Leivo as his wingers.
Kotkaniemi also could slot in on the Staal line with Fast, with Niederreiter
playing with Trocheck. Kotkaniemi can easily slot on the power play,
making good use of his 6-foot-2, 201-pound frame and play-making
ability.
“We know his skill level. We know what he brings to the table,” Waddell
said Sunday. “We were looking to add to our top group. To be able to
add a player like Jesperi at 21 years old, who will only continue to get
better, we feel very fortunate about that.”
The defensive pairings should be interesting. With Dougie Hamilton gone
to the New Jersey Devils in free agency, does Brind’Amour reunite
Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce as his top pair? He could have Brady
Skjei and DeAngelo as his second D pairing, and Cole and Bear as a
third pair.
Carolina Hurricanes’ Jaccob Slavin, left, and Brett Pesce, right, start the
celebration following the Hurricanes 3-0 win over the Dallas Stars,
Saturday, Feb. 16, 2019, in Raleigh, N.C. Karl B DeBlaker AP
Some have speculated Brind’Amour might have Slavin with DeAngelo, a
right-handed shooter who in theory can replace Hamilton and some of
the offensive production lost. Talk about opposites. Slavin, an alternate
captain for the Canes, won the NHL’s 2021 Lady Byng Trophy for good
play and gentlemanly behavior, DeAngelo has had a number of problems
on and off the ice during his hockey career.
The Canes will have former defenseman Tim Gleason heading up their
D-men after Gleason was hired this past week as an assistant coach to
replace the departed Dean Chynoweth. Gleason is a tough, no-nonsense
type who should work well with the new D corps.
Andersen and Raanta, who have played 591 NHL regular-season game
and won 319 between them, replace Petr Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic and
James Reimer in net. Will the goaltending hold up? Time will tell.
“We had a lot of changes this year and some changes we feel really
good about,” Waddell said Sunday. “With this latest addition (Kotkaniemi)
we feel we’re really good up front, and we think we strengthened our
back end with some of the new additions. Obviously we went into the
goalie market knowing we wanted more experience and we came out of
there getting that we wanted.
“I think overall we’ve got to prepare. As we approach training camp and
the season I think we feel really good about our hockey club.”
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Sportsnet.ca / NWHL rebrands to Premier Hockey Federation entering
seventh year

Associated Press September 7, 2021, 12:29 AM

The National Women’s Hockey League is history. Welcome, Premier
Hockey Federation.
North America’s first women’s professional hockey league to pay players
a salary is adopting the new title on Tuesday as part of a rebranding to
reflect sweeping changes made to its management structure, coupled
with an influx of private ownership entering its seventh season.
“The league has come a long way since its inception in 2015, and we
believe that this is the right time and the right message as we strengthen
our commitment to growing the game and inspiring youth,” commissioner
Ty Tumminia told The Associated Press. “It really mirrors what we are
doing. Everything about us is new as we’re heading into this new era.”
The decision to change names also provided the six-team federation an
opportunity to make a social statement by removing gender from its title.
“We felt it’s time for our players to be defined by their talent and skill,”
Tumminia said. “It’s not like they’re female phenomenal. You’re just
phenomenal.”
In billing the change “No Labels, No Limits,” the federation also focused
on having its new title be more inclusive by respecting the various gender
identities of its players and fanbase.
The new season opens on Nov. 6. The federation’s logo will be black and
white and feature three stars forming the silhouette of a crown overtop
the initials “PHF.”
The rebrand follows a series of changes made over the past year in the
federation’s bid to achieve financial stability and move beyond the
investor-based, startup model the NWHL first operated under as the
vision of founder and former commissioner Dani Rylan Kearney.
Since Tumminia replaced Rylan Kearney in October, the federation
introduced a new management structure headed by a board of
governors, added staff at the league office level and completed the sale
of all of its franchises to private owners. Initially, the league controlled all
of its teams and was essentially run by Rylan Kearney from its New York
headquarters.
The influx of new ownership, investors and sponsors led to the NWHL’s
announcement in April that it was doubling its salary cap to $300,000 for
each team despite coming off a coronavirus-shortened two-week season
in which its playoffs were postponed by nearly two months following a
COVID-19 outbreak among its players.
The PHF has teams based in Boston; Toronto; Monmouth Junction, New
Jersey; St. Paul, Minnesota; Danbury, Connecticut; and Buffalo, New
York. After expanding into Toronto last year, the PHF has announced it
intends to add a seventh team, in Montreal, for the start of the 2022-23
season.
Metropolitan Riveters captain Madison Packer considers the rebrand
another step in distancing the federation from the many past hiccups.
“This disassociates us from any negativity or negative perception that
may have been there,” said Packer, who has been with the NWHL since
its inaugural season. “As these changes continue to occur and we reestablish ourselves, a lot of the players are the same, a lot of the
structure looks the same, but it’s different. It’s a new improved model of
what we had before.”
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As for removing gender from the title, Packer said it levels the playing
field.

change should also help better market the league globally, with most
European and Asian sports governed by federations.

“Respectfully, I don’t know if men always understand, especially for me,
because I encounter it a lot,” Packer said. “We play with the same-sized
puck, in the same-sized rink, the same nets. … So to remove that label,
not only remove it but in the logo erase the ‘W,’ I think is empowering.”

Anticipating a mixed reaction to the name change from the fanbase,
Tumminia hoped it would at least open a conversation “about viewing
professional sports in a gender-neutral way.”

Tumminia said the decision to go with the word “federation” represented
a desire to reflect the international makeup of its players. She said the

“We believe, in time, they’ll come to support it as well,” Tumminia said.
“But facilitating this conversation is really the key here.”
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