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How many national TV games will the Carolina Hurricanes have? Here’s the list  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes fans welcome the team to the ice for 
game five against Tampa Bay on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 
PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com  

The NHL has a new TV package — ESPN is back in the 
game — and that will mean additional national exposure for 
the Carolina Hurricanes in the 2021-22 regular season. 

With the NHL having games televised and streamed by 
ESPN, Hulu, ABC, ESPN+ and TNT, the Canes are 
scheduled for one exclusive ESPN telecast and one 
exclusive ABC game. There are no scheduled TNT telecasts 
of Canes games this season. 

The Hurricanes have reached the Stanley Cup playoffs in 
each of the past three seasons, and were Central Division 
champions in the condensed 2021 NHL season. 

The Canes national TV schedule: 

ESPN exclusive 

March 24, 7 p.m., Dallas Stars 

ABC exclusive 

March 12, 3 p.m., Philadelphia Flyers 

ESPN2 

Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., Detroit Red Wings 

ESPN+/Hulu 

Dec. 14, 8 p.m., Minnesota WIld 

Jan. 13, 7 p.m., Columbus Blue Jackets 

March 29, 7 p.m., Tampa Bay Lightning 

April 5, 7 p.m., Buffalo Sabres 

April 7, 7:30 p.m., Buffalo Sabres 
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‘It felt good. It felt really good.’ Hurricanes forward sports a new look at practice  

By Chip Alexander  

Meet the Carolina Hurricanes' Jesperi Kotkaniemi  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi discusses his first informal workout 
Thursday with the Carolina Hurricanes, his new team after 
the Montreal Canadiens failed to match an offer sheet 
tendered to the forward by the Canes. By Chip Alexander  

For the first time in his NHL career, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
wasn’t wearing a Montreal Canadiens jersey to a team 
workout Thursday. 

Kotkaniemi had on a Carolina Hurricanes practice sweater, 
and a Canes helmet with No. 82 on the back. He was skating 
in North Carolina and not in Canada, another big change for 
the young forward. 

Kotkaniemi was on the ice at Wake Competition Center with 
Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei 
and others, putting in an informal workout with his new 
teammates — and smiling through much of it. 

“It was great,” Kotkaniemi said in an interview after the skate. 

“Lot of great guys in the room. We had a little game at the 
end. It was a lot of fun out there. 

“It felt good. It felt really good.” 

It has been something of a whirlwind for Kotkaniemi, 21, 
since his agent called him in Finland in late August with 
some interesting news: The Carolina Hurricanes had 
tendered an offer sheet to the Canadiens for the restricted 
free agent, with a one-year contract worth $6.1 million.  

His initial reaction? 

“I knew there was a couple of options,” Kotkaniemi said.  

The Canadiens made the Finn the No. 3 overall pick of the 
2018 NHL Draft. They put him in the lineup at 18, let him 
play, let him mix good plays with mistakes. Their options 
after the offer sheet were simple: either match it and keep 
Kotkaniemi or let him walk and take two draft picks in the 
2022 draft from the Canes. They let him walk. 

“I’m really happy to be here,” Kotkaniemi said Thursday. 

Kotkaniemi arrived in Raleigh just before midnight 
Wednesday, with Teravainen, a fellow Finn, waiting to pick 

him up at RDU. Teravainen and Kotkaniemi share the same 
agent, and Teravainen also had the experience of changing 
NHL teams, being dealt to the Canes by the Chicago 
Blackhawks — for whom he’d also been a first-round pick — 
in June 2016. 

“I haven’t seen him play many games but he has a real good 
shot, he can see the ice really good and is a smart player,” 
Teravainen said Thursday after their on-ice session “I think 
he can add a lot. I think he’s a great young player who’s only 
going to get better, and that’s good for us.” 

By saying “great,” a term also used by Canes center 
Sebastian Aho this week in describing Kotkaniemi, it’s more 
about potential than production after three NHL seasons. 
Kotkaniemi has a modest 62 points in 171 career regular-
season games, although his nine goals in 29 playoff games 
is more promising. 

“I think when I’m at my best and I’m on my game, I’m moving 
well and make plays and score a few,” he said. “It’s going to 
be like that this year.” 

After the Habs failed to match the offer sheet, Kotkaniemi 
said in a media call that he did not believe he had developed 
enough in his time in Montreal. That raised some eyebrows 
in Montreal, and around the NHL. 

It’s also a comment Kotkaniemi did not expand upon on 
Thursday, saying, “You know, I just think it could have been 
better a little bit. ... Just overall.” 

Carolina will give him that chance. Canes president and 
general manager Don Waddell has said Kotkaniemi likely 
would be used at left wing rather than center. Kotkaniemi 
said he would be comfortable on the wing, if that’s the need 
and the best fit, noting he played the wing in Finland before 
coming to the NHL. 

For now, he’s just glad to get started with the Canes.sticking 
on a cap with the Hurricanes logo for the interview. 

“I feel this will be real good for me,” he said. “I thought I got a 
little stuck over there (in Montreal), so a new start will be 
good.” 
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Hurricanes' 2021-22 National Broadcast Schedule Released 

Canes to appear on ESPN family of networks eight times in 
upcoming season 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes will play eight 
games in the 2021-22 season that will be exclusively 
broadcast on ABC/ESPN+, ESPN, or ESPN+/Hulu. The 
dates came from a larger announcement from The Walt 
Disney Company, detailing 103 exclusive NHL games across 
its family of networks. 

The Canes will host the Philadelphia Flyers on March 12 at 3 
p.m, a contest that will be aired on ABC and ESPN+. Then 
on March 24 the Dallas Stars visit Raleigh for a 7 p.m. game 
broadcast on ESPN. Additionally, the Canes will play six 
games that will air exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu. 

Canes National Broadcast Schedule 

Carolina @ Minnesota - Dec. 14 - 8 p.m. - ESPN+/Hulu 
Columbus vs. Carolina - Jan. 13 - 7 p.m. - ESPN+/Hulu 
Philadelphia vs. Carolina - March 12 - 3 p.m. - ABC/ESPN+  
Dallas vs. Carolina - March 24 - 7 p.m. - ESPN  
Carolina @ Tampa Bay - March 29 - 7 p.m. - ESPN+/Hulu 
Carolina @ Buffalo - April 5 - 7 p.m. - ESPN+/Hulu 
Buffalo vs. Carolina - April 7 - 7:30 p.m. - ESPN+/Hulu 
Detroit vs. Carolina - April 14 - 7 p.m. - ESPN+/Hulu 

The full Hurricanes broadcast schedule will be announced at 
a later date. 
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Hurricanes Prospect Profile: Alexander Nikishin 

By Matthew Somma  

This profile is a part of a series profiling some of the top 
prospects in the Hurricanes’ pipeline. Previously, we covered 
some members of the 2021 draft class. 

Alexander Nikishin’s nickname might be simple but there’s 
no denying that he lives up to it: Boom. Yes, his nickname is 
“Boom” and it’s easy to see why.  

Nikishin is more than the big hits, although those will feature 
prominently in this profile. My job is to show you why I 
believe that Nikishin is the likeliest to make it to the NHL out 
of the Hurricanes’ defensive prospects. 

Skating 

Nikishin’s straight line skating is a strength, especially for a 
player of his size. A lot of 6-foot-4 skaters struggle with their 
skating ability for a while, but Nikishin has always been an 
above average skater with and without the puck. Nikishin can 
accelerate to top speed quickly and can carry the puck 
confidently in transition, which is a strength. One of the 
misconceptions that I had about Nikishin was that I thought 
he was a physical shutdown defenseman. I’ll talk more about 
his offensive game in a bit, but I’m more convinced that 
Nikishin is a strong defender and a player with offensive 
potential as well, making him more of a two-way 
defenseman. Nikishin’s skating allows for him to close gaps 
in the defensive zone quickly, as seen in the clip below. 

Notice how he sees the forward moving past his teammate 
and immediately closes the gap before the attacking forward 
can get any deeper in the offensive zone. He completely 
seals off the play with a couple of steps and a massive hit. 
Nikishin’s skating gives him an advantage in the KHL 
because he’s so much more mobile than opposing forwards 
expect him to be. It helps in the offensive zone, too. He can 
cycle throughout the offensive zone, play the puck near the 
circles and provide a net-front presence. His coaches know 
that they can trust him to do this and still get back on 
defense to cover his assignments.  

You’ll see examples of the power in Nikishin’s first couple of 
strides in a lot of clips in this article. That power allows for 
Nikishin to accelerate to top speed quickly and set the pace 
against strong competition. Some defensemen can only 
hope to keep up at the KHL level, yet I find times where 
Nikishin dictates the pace on a rush. 

Defense and Physicality 

These two go hand in hand with Nikishin’s game. His 
physicality is how he cuts off the play a lot of the time, as 
referenced in the above clip. Nikishin is all about preventing 
offensive opportunities before they have a chance to start. 

Nikishin’s defensive hockey IQ is above average, giving him 
the ability to anticipate plays and get in the way of offense a 
lot of the time. Nikishin supports his teammates when they’re 
struggling and is aware of where everyone is on the ice, 
meaning that he won’t make many bad passes or turn the 
puck over often. Take a look at this play, where he supports 
a puck battle and clears the puck on the penalty kill.  

It’s a simple play that shows how smart and aware Nikishin is 
on the ice. This is something that stands out to me because 
Nikishin is just 19 years old and doing these types of things 
in the second best league in the world. His positioning in the 
defensive zone is a strength as well and he knows exactly 
where to be in order to either disrupt a play, block a shot, get 
in the way of a pass or make a hit. I’m bringing back the first 
clip referenced in this article to talk about how Nikishin 
notices an opportunity to start a breakout as opposed to 
forcing the puck forward and possibly turning the puck over.  

Nikishin could have passed to the forward, but that could 
have led to a turnover because there were a few forwards 
nearby ready to pounce on that pass. Instead, he chooses a 
safer option and passes it to his defense partner, allowing for 
a breakout to start to form.  

One thing I’d like to see Nikishin improve upon in the 
defensive zone is his one-on-one defense. His backwards 
skating needs improvement and forwards can get past him 
when facing him one on one. Here are a couple of clips 
which highlight what Nikishin needs to work on. 

Nikishin has to turn in order to keep up with the attacking 
forward and is unable to get in the way of the shot because 
of it. I do like his speed on the ensuing rush and his move to 
protect the puck and get the puck to a teammate, however. 

Again it’s an example of poor defense on the rush and one 
on one, but he doesn’t make the second mistake and creates 
some offensive zone time because of a timely block. 
Nikishin’s subpar one-on-one defense is not a cause for 
concern in his game because he’ll continue to improve over 
the next three years in the KHL. It’s something that will need 
to be worked on, however. 

Lastly, Nikishin’s discipline is a strength in his game. He’s 
physical but doesn’t toe the line with player safety that some 
other players do. Sure, he’ll hit you so hard that you fall into 
the Shadow Realm, but he won’t go for the head or leave his 
feet. He’ll take a player out of the play with a big hit but won’t 
injure them or take charging, boarding, or other penalties. In 
fact, this is the only hit I’ve seen him penalized for. I’m still 
trying to figure out where the penalty is, though. 
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He got called for roughing for, um, being stronger than the 
attacking player. Got it. 

Offense 

Nikshin is just starting to come into his own in the offensive 
zone. From the handful of games that he has played in this 
season, I’ve seen Nikishin gain the trust of his coaches and 
given free rein in the offensive zone. He’ll play in a net-front 
role, he’ll switch with a forward and play along the wall both 
on the power play and at even strength, he’ll carry the puck 
in transition and more. Nikishin has a lot of confidence with 
the puck on his stick and his speed makes him a threat in 
transition. I’d be worried too if there was a 6-foot-4, 216-
pound freight train coming towards me.  

Nikishin can man the point on a power play and likely will as 
he matures in the KHL. He has been used as a screen for 
the goalie, but as he starts to mature and improve on his 
passing, I think he could be a good second power-play unit 
option.  

Take away Nikishin’s shot and he’s still a strong presence in 
the offensive zone. I would say that he’s limited to mostly 
simple passes in the offensive zone at this present moment, 
but I’ve seen gradual improvement early on this season. 
Nikishin is getting better at seam passes and is trying to 
make more happen in the offensive zone rather than simply 
getting the puck to the closest teammate. He knows where to 
be in order to create scoring chances, too. Take a look at his 
first goal of the current KHL season. 

Somehow Nikishin sneaks past everyone and gets an easy 
tap-in goal for the lead. It’s a smart play and something that I 
expect to see more of as Nikishin matures. We’ll also expect 
to see Nikishin grow more confident with his puck-carrying 
abilities and start to see more plays like this clip I referenced 
earlier in all three zones. 

Nikishin has shown flashes of offensive potential since the 
Hurricanes have drafted him but hasn’t put it all together yet. 
He is mostly limited to simple passes and will occasionally 
surprise you with a deke, shot or seam pass. Those 
moments don’t happen on a consistent basis, however, so I 
don’t see him as much of an offensive threat at the present 
moment. Still, the glimpses of offensive potential that he 
shows occasionally are enough to make me think that 
Nikishin will at least be average to above average in the 
offensive zone. You have to remember that he is a 19-year-
old playing in the KHL. This clip is an example of one of 
those times where he’ll make a great play with the puck, take 
a smart shot for an assist and then make a simple pass and 
wind up with an assist. 

A lot of Nikishin’s assists are similar plays to his second 
assist. He makes a pass to a forward and the forward does 
the rest of the work, netting Nikishin a primary assist. Still, 

the two plays prior to that are more impressive, especially 
when you look at the first clip and see that he’s a big, 
physical defenseman with that kind of agility and puck skills. 

Projectable Tools and Summary 

When I look at Nikishin, I’m seeing a player that will be able 
to step into the Hurricanes’ lineup as soon as his KHL 
contract ends on April 30, 2024. Nikishin is a top-four 
defenseman on a good KHL team as a 19-year-old and will 
continue to improve as he gets more experience in that 
league. His strong defense, emerging offensive game, 
skating and physicality make Nikishin one of the most 
complete defensemen in the Hurricanes’ pipeline. Before, I 
thought that Nikishin was a lock for the third pairing. Now, I 
see Nikishin as a future top-four defenseman for the 
Hurricanes, getting time on both the penalty kill and power 
play.  

Player comparisons are tough because no two players are 
alike, but Nikishin reminds me of Hurricanes assistant coach 
Tim Gleason in a lot of ways. They’re both gritty defensemen 
that will sacrifice the body in order to play their position 
effectively. Nikishin undoubtedly has more to give in the 
offensive zone and will likely be more of a two-way 
defenseman more than a shutdown defenseman like 
Gleason was, but there are some similarities. It’s going to be 
a bit of a waiting game for Nikishin since he is unable to sign 
an NHL contract until May 1, 2024. Assuming that he signs 
shortly after, though, it’s very likely that the Hurricanes will be 
able to insert Nikishin into the NHL lineup immediately. I’m 
already seeing Nikishin go up against strong competition and 
have success, which gives me the confidence to say that 
Nikishin could average well over 18 minutes as a rookie in 
the NHL.  

I believe that Nikishin’s ceiling caps as a second pairing 
defenseman that sees time on special teams, but I could see 
him playing on the first pairing given how well he fits into the 
Hurricanes’ current system. He works hard, plays well along 
the boards and plays with a ton of pace. Over time, we could 
be talking about Nikishin being the top defenseman in the 
Hurricanes’ system. Here are some more clips that may not 
have any major impact on the game, but the hits and fights 
are still good to see from a younger KHL player.  

This was in Nikishin’s second KHL season and he had 
recently turned 19. To be this involved on the forecheck is 
something that you don’t see too often from a defenseman. 
What a hit, too. Nikishin is one of the prospects that I’m 
highest on, especially after watching his games in the KHL 
this season. If he continues to develop as he has, the 
Hurricanes will have a future NHL defenseman on their 
hands. 
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Hurricanes state of the position: Goalies 

By Alec Sawyer  

We’ve been looking at the state of each position for the 
Carolina Hurricanes this week, and now we’ve reached the 
one with by far the most offseason turnover: goalie.  

The Canes completely cleaned house and reloaded between 
the pipes, which has been well documented at this point. 
Gone are Petr Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic and James Reimer. 
In are Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta and an organizational 
depth guy in Alex Lyon. 

It’s hard to know what to expect from the new Canes’ goalie 
room, and there’s plenty of risk that was brought in. Can Antti 
Raanta stay healthy? Can Frederik Andersen return to past 
form? The Canes will be hoping that the answer to both of 
those questions is yes, but only time will tell.  

With that, let’s take a look at the state of the goaltending 
position for the Hurricanes: 

Frederik Andersen 

2020-21 Stats: 24 GP, 23 GS, 13-8-3, 2.96 GAA, .895 SV%, 
-8.5 Goals Saved Above Average 

Career Stats: 8 years, 393 GP, 381 GS, 226-100-48, 2.65 
GAA, .915 SV%, 36.5 GSAA 

The big-money free-agent signing at goalie for the Canes 
was Andersen, a former Carolina draft pick who signed a 
two-year, $9-million contract with the Canes.  

At his best, Andersen has had seasons where he has been 
one of the better goalies in the league. He was on the All-
Rookie team his first year in the league, and he’s twice 
finished in the top 10 in Vezina voting.  

The risk for the Canes comes in the fact that Andersen 
hasn’t quite been at his best in some time. His numbers have 
consistently been going down for the last four seasons, and 
his limited action in 2020-21 was frankly pretty bad.  

Can Andersen be the goalie, or at least somewhat the goalie, 
that he was from 2016-18? That’s what the Canes, and 
Andersen, are waiting to find out. He’s a high-risk, high-
reward guy that Carolina is taking a chance on. 

Antti Raanta 

2020-21 Stats: 12 GP, 11 GS, 5-5-2, 3.36 GAA, .905 SV%, -
1.1 GSAA 

Career Stats: 8 years, 198 GP, 179 GS, 93-65-20, 2.46 GAA, 
.919 SV%, 39.8 GSAA 

The numbers are more consistent for Raanta than they are 
with Andersen, but there’s concerns with his injury history 
and durability.  

Raanta, who the Canes signed to a two-year, $4-million 
contract, is an eight-year NHL veteran, but he played in more 
than 30 games in a season just twice in his career. He 
missed a good chunk of 2020-21 with injury for not the first 
time in his career.  

His numbers though are very good. In seasons where 
Raanta has played more than 15 games, he’s never had a 
GAA higher than 2.71 and has had a save percentage 
greater than .900 in all but his rookie season.  

His goals saved above average has been positive all but 
three years in his career, with those three seasons being his 
rookie year and two injury shortened years where he played 
just 12 games.  

If Raanta can stay healthy, he has the abilities to be a solid 
1B, even 1A goalkeeper in the NHL. In tandem with a 
reinvigorated Andersen, these two could make a splash for 
the Canes.  

Alex Lyon 

2020-21 Stats (NHL): 6 GP, 5 GS, 1-3-1, 3.33 GAA, .893 
SV% 

2020-21 Stats (AHL): 4 GP, 2-1-0, 3.40 GAA, .874 SV% 

Career Stats (NHL): 4 years, 22 GP, 15 GS, 6-7-2, 3.21 
GAA, .893 SV%, -8.6 GSAA 

A clear organizational depth piece, Lyon signed a one-year, 
two-way deal with the Hurricanes this offseason.  

He’ll head to Chicago to play with the Wolves, barring an 
injury to Raanta or Andersen, where he’ll likely be the Canes 
top option to come up to the NHL team if either of the other 
two sustain injuries throughout the season.  

Lyon has some NHL experience, with 22 games played over 
the past four years. He played 11 games in 2017-18, two in 
2018-19, three in 2019-20 and then six in 2020-21. His 
career numbers aren’t great, but that comes with the caveat 
of limited sample size and no real extended opportunity to 
get his NHL footing.  

If all goes according to plan, Lyon won’t play with the 
Hurricanes this season. That, of course, is unlikely, and 
when the Canes do need to call on someone, they have a 
guy with some experience at the top level in Lyon.  

Depth 

The Canes have three more organizational goalies under 
contract in Eetu Makiniemi, Pyotr Kochetkov and Beck 
Warm, though the overwhelming hope will be that none of 
them play a minute for the NHL team this season.  

None of the three have NHL experience under their belt, 
though Warm did spend some time on the Canes’ taxi squad 
last year.  

Kochetkov was the Canes’ second-round pick back in 2019, 
while Makiniemi was picked by the team in the fourth round 
in 2017. There could be a future with the Canes for either 
one, though that future isn’t likely to happen anytime in the 
next couple years.
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254295488.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254288223.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/hurricanes-2021-22-national-broadcast-schedule-released/c-326170686 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/16/22673437/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-alexander-nikishin 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/16/22676722/state-of-the-position-goalies 
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‘It felt good. It felt really good.’ Hurricanes forward sports a new look at 
practice 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

For the first time in his NHL career, Jesperi Kotkaniemi wasn’t wearing a 
Montreal Canadiens jersey to a team practice Thursday. 

Kotkaniemi instead had on a Carolina Hurricanes practice sweater, and a 
Canes helmet with No. 82 on the back. Also, he was skating in North 
Carolina and not in Canada, another drastic change for the young 
forward. 

Kotkaniemi was on the ice at Wake Competition Center with Jordan 
Staal, Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei and others, putting 
in an informal workout with his new teammates — and smiling through 
much of it. 

“It was great,” Kotkaniemi said in an interview after the skate. 

“Lot of great guys in the room. We had a little game at the end. It was a 
lot of fun out there. 

“It felt good. It felt really good.” 

It has been something of a whirlwind for Kotkaniemi, 21, since his agent 
called him in Finland in late August with some interesting news: The 
Carolina Hurricanes had tendered an offer sheet to the Montreal 
Canadiens for the restricted free agent, with a one-year contract worth 
$6.1 million. 

His initial reaction? 

“I knew there was a couple of options,” Kotkaniemi said. 

The Canadiens made the Finn the No. 3 overall pick of the 2018 NHL 
Draft. They put him in the lineup at 18, let him play, let him mix good 
plays with mistakes. Their options after the offer sheet were simple: 
either match it and keep Kotkaniemi or let him walk and take two draft 
picks in the 2022 draft from the Canes. They let him walk. 

“I’m really happy to be here,” Kotkaniemi said Thursday. 

Kotkaniemi arrived in Raleigh just before midnight Wednesday, with 
Teravainen, a fellow Finn, waiting to pick him up at RDU. Teravainen and 
Kotkaniemi share the same agent, and Teravainen also had the 
experience of changing NHL teams, being dealt to the Canes by the 
Chicago Blackhawks — for whom he’d also been a first-round pick — in 
June 2016. 

“I haven’t seen him play many games but he has a real good shot, he 
can see the ice really good and is a smart player,” Teravainen said 
Thursday after their on-ice session “I think he can add a lot. I think he’s a 
great young player who’s only going to get better, and that’s good for us.” 

By saying “great,” a term also used by Canes center Sebastian Aho this 
week in describing Kotkaniemi, it’s more about potential than production 
after three NHL seasons. Kotkaniemi has a modest 62 points in 171 
career regular-season games, although his nine goals in 29 playoff 
games is more promising. 

“I think when I’m at my best and I’m on my game, I’m moving well and 
make plays and score a few,” he said. “It’s going to be like that this year.” 

After the Habs failed to match the offer sheet, Kotkaniemi said in a media 
call that he did not believe he had developed enough in his time in 
Montreal. That raised some eyebrows in Montreal, and around the NHL. 

It’s also a comment Kotkaniemi did not expand upon on Thursday, 
saying, “You know, I just think it could have been better a little bit. ... Just 
overall.” 

Carolina will give him that chance. Canes president and general manager 
Don Waddell has said Kotkaniemi likely would be used at left wing rather 
than center. Kotkaniemi said he would be comfortable on the wing, if 
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that’s the need and the best fit, noting he played the wing in Finland 
before coming to the NHL. 

For now, he’s just glad to get started with the Canes.sticking on a cap 
with the Hurricanes logo for the interview. 

“I feel this will be real good for me,” he said. “I thought I got a little stuck 
over there (in Montreal), so a new start will be good.” 
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How many national TV games will the Carolina Hurricanes have? Here’s 
the list 

 

CHIP ALEXANDER SEPTEMBER 16, 2021 4:12 PM 

 

The NHL has a new TV package — ESPN is back in the game — and 
that will mean additional national exposure for the Carolina Hurricanes in 
the 2021-22 regular season. 

With the NHL having games televised and streamed by ESPN, Hulu, 
ABC, ESPN+ and TNT, the Canes are scheduled for one exclusive 
ESPN telecast and one exclusive ABC game. There are no scheduled 
TNT telecasts of Canes games this season. 

The Hurricanes have reached the Stanley Cup playoffs in each of the 
past three seasons, and were Central Division champions in the 
condensed 2021 NHL season. 

THE CANES NATIONAL TV SCHEDULE: 

ESPN exclusive 

March 24, 7 p.m., Dallas Stars 

ABC exclusive 

March 12, 3 p.m., Philadelphia Flyers 

ESPN2 

Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., Detroit Red Wings 

$2 for 2 months 

Subscribe for unlimited access to our website, app, eEdition and more 

CLAIM OFFER 

ESPN+/Hulu 

Dec. 14, 8 p.m., Minnesota WIld 

Jan. 13, 7 p.m., Columbus Blue Jackets 

March 29, 7 p.m., Tampa Bay Lightning 

April 5, 7 p.m., Buffalo Sabres 

April 7, 7:30 p.m., Buffalo Sabres 

News Observer LOADED: 09.17.2021 

1191954 Websites 

 

The Athletic / How did the NHL get such a high number of vaccinated 
players? 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff  

Sep 16, 2021   

 

Thursday began with NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly stating around 
99 percent of the league’s players are expected to be vaccinated once 
the regular season starts, a seemingly staggering number. 

But as the day continued, it became clear how the NHL arrived at that 
destination as numerous players explained the leaguewide thought 
process during the NHL Player Media Tour in Chicago. Earlier this 
month, the NHL and the NHL Players’ Association finalized COVID-19 
protocols for the upcoming season. The NHLPA strongly recommended 
that players receive vaccinations or potentially run the risk of not getting 
paid for missed games if they contract COVID-19 during the season. 

Daly confirmed that the NHL was also in agreement with the NHLPA 
about receiving the highest vaccination rate possible. He estimated that 
fewer than 15 players could be unvaccinated by the start of the season. 
Even so, that would give the NHL a higher vaccination rate than that of 
the NFL which entered Week 1 with a 93.5 percent vaccination rate. 

“No offense to anybody in this room, but the vaccine works,” Vancouver 
Canucks forward Jason Dickinson said earlier this week at the NHL 
Player Media Tour in Toronto. “And there’s a lot of people that want to 
argue it. And I guess that’s their right. But there’s a lot of people that are 
losing their rights right now, too, by not getting the vaccine because it’s 
slowing things down. We want to get back to (normal). And until the 
league makes it mandatory, I think we’re still probably at 90 percent of 
the league is on board with the vaccine because we agreed that we want 
to get back to normal, we want to play games, we want fans in the 
building. And it’s shown that works.” 

Garnishing wages is part of the equation. Figuring out exactly how the 
NHL was able to receive such a high participation level among its players 
depends upon the source. 

New York Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba said he is hopeful the 
remaining players in the league can get vaccinated. 

Trouba hasn’t been shy about his support for the vaccine. The Rangers 
distributed a photograph of the defenseman getting his shot in April, and 
he was actively promoting the vaccine to his teammates. His wife, Kelly, 
is a doctor in South Florida, and was still in med school working in the 
emergency room at the height of the pandemic, before the vaccine was 
available.  

So just about every night, he heard from a firsthand source about the 
seriousness of COVID-19. And he did his best to make sure his 
teammates did, too. 

“You hear so much stuff, and what do you believe?” Trouba said. “Who 
do you want to read? There is a lot of misinformation out there. My wife’s 
pretty up to date on it. And she gives me the lowdown on what’s true and 
what’s not. So I share those when I feel comfortable and confident that 
they are the correct facts.” 

The mere concept of “correct facts” is a recent phenomenon, and 
underscores the difficulty of getting nearly universal buy-in from the 
players. And it’s one reason why Trouba seems to have been more the 
exception than the rule. Many players said they avoided the topic 
altogether, not wanting to touch what has become a third rail in 
businesses and social circles everywhere.  

But there were times last season when COVID-19 responsibility was 
discussed in certain dressing rooms. Minnesota Wild captain and 
defenseman Jared Spurgeon said a team meeting was held last season 
asking players “to be smart about it and don’t put your teammates at 
risk.” 

“As the year went on, our team had an outbreak,” Spurgeon said. “But it 
wasn’t one of things where guys were breaking protocols. It just ended 
up happening. Obviously, it was a different year for everyone. It was not 
awesome. We made it through and made it as fun as we could. Right 
now, it is still ongoing but I think there is a bit more freedom for us.” 

Detroit Red Wings captain and center Dylan Larkin said he got “peace of 
mind” by getting the shot. But he measured his words carefully on the 
topic, repeatedly saying “it’s your own beliefs” that matters most 
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regarding the vaccine. But after saying “I don’t mean to be disrespectful,” 
he added, “but you can read into it how I’m saying it.” 

“In our league right now, there’s no mandatory rule,” Larkin said. “To me, 
I’m very sensitive to who I talk to or how you talk to someone about it. It’s 
your belief. It’s what you want to do. So yeah, there’s conversation 
(about) it in the locker room. And if there’s someone that strongly 
believes that they don’t want to get it, in my opinion, that’s their right.” 

Los Angeles Kings defenseman Drew Doughty said it wasn’t exactly a 
hot topic of discussion in his team’s dressing room. 

“We don’t really talk about it too much,” he said. “Everyone kind of just 
says, ‘Yeah, I’m going to get vaccinated.’ And there were a few guys at 
the end of the season that were like, ‘Ah, I’m not really sure if I want to 
get it.’ And we weren’t really trying to convince each other one way or the 
other. But then I think when the NHL released that statement that you 
lose pay (for missing games because of a positive test) and stuff like that, 
that kind of changed some guys’ minds.” 

Money isn’t the only reason players — reluctant or otherwise — were 
willing to get vaccinated. It’s a staple of hockey culture to not stand out, 
to not make waves, to not cause problems for your teammates. Then 
there are the potential complications about crossing the U.S.-Canada 
border. If unvaccinated people have to quarantine in Canada, it means 
U.S.-based players can’t even play in those games.  

But perhaps more than anything, players just wanted life — at home and 
on the road — to return to normal or as close to normal as possible. 
During the 2021 season, players were all but locked inside their hotels. 
There were no raucous team dinners. No going out for postgame beers. 
On flights, players had to wait their turn to eat because only one player in 
a row was allowed to eat at one time.  

Even back-of-the-plane card games were prohibited. 

“The rules we had last year were pretty strict,” Doughty said. “And to be 
honest, besides playing hockey, it wasn’t that fun because we had all 
these rules in place where we couldn’t hang out off the ice and go to 
restaurants, stuff like that. It was a long year because of those things. 
Hopefully getting vaccinated enables us to do these types of things as a 
team.” 

Daly said that the NHLPA spent a lot of time speaking with players and 
players who were reluctant about getting vaccinated for various reasons 
about why it was important for them to be vaccinated. He added that it 
was clear those conversations had an impact given that the league has 
an extremely high percentage of its players that are vaccinated. 

“I know all the leagues are aligned with the importance of vaccination in 
terms of our ability to do everyday business,” Daly said. “I think all the 
leagues have strongly recommended and encouraged vaccination. I think 
they’ve all adopted various measures over time that are intended to 
incentivize vaccination and I think that will continue to be the case. I’m 
pleased that we have as high a subscription rate as we do, and I don’t 
know what to attribute that to, but I am happy about it.” 
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The Athletic / How NHL prospect tournaments went from small-town 
solution to leaguewide must 

 

By Max Bultman and Sean Shapiro  

Sep 15, 2021 

  

The hockey season starts today. 

No, the NHL regular season doesn’t kick off until mid-October, but for 
many NHL executives and prospects, the 2021-22 campaign has its soft 

opening on Thursday afternoon when prospects, in full NHL apparel, 
clash in exhibition games. 

“It’s really the kickoff of the season,” Dallas Stars GM Jim Nill said. 
“Everyone is back in the rink, there are games to watch, and it’s a return 
to a sense of normalcy of what we hope will be a long season.” 

Prospect tournaments and showcases were canceled in 2020 because of 
COVID-19 but have returned in 2021. Some have been altered for 
financial or logistical reasons, but with a few exceptions, sending 
prospects to play in September has become a must-do item for NHL 
teams as they hope to embark on a more normal season. 

And for five NHL teams, normal means returning to a small resort town 
along the lake in Northern Michigan, which served as the setting for the 
growth of the prospect tournament from an outside-the-box idea to an 
institution amongst NHL clubs. 

The birth of the NHL Prospect Tournament dates back to 1997. 

The Red Wings were coming off a Stanley Cup win, with a new general 
manager in Ken Holland taking the reins in the lead up to the 1997-98 
season. 

At the time, the Red Wings held their training camps at Joe Louis Arena, 
where they played their home games. But Holland — a former goaltender 
who had spent eight years in the American Hockey League — fondly 
remembered the bonding and team-building that had come with going 
away for a few days in those minor-league years: hanging out, playing 
golf and getting dinners with teammates. 

So, when he took over as Detroit’s GM, he asked then-coach Scotty 
Bowman what he thought of moving camp outside the city. After a trip to 
Traverse City (located in the Northwest part of Michigan’s lower 
peninsula) to check out the rink, hotel and overall area, Holland was sold, 
and so it was that the Red Wings took their training camp up north. 

But Holland still noticed one issue when it came to evaluating the 
prospects in the defending champions’ training camp. 

“You’ve got young players coming to camp,” Holland said, “and you’re 
trying to evaluate them against (Steve) Yzerman and (Nicklas) Lidstrom 
and the Russian Five and (Brendan) Shanahan.” 

“I remember watching these kids just getting left out to dry, they had no 
chance for any real evaluation,” Nill said. “This was where you get to the 
‘there has to be a solution’ conversation about your problem.” 

While the Red Wings’ massive collection of talent was a good problem to 
have, it was certainly not the ideal context in which to assess a prospect. 
So Holland and his director of player development (and soon-to-be 
assistant general manager) Nill got to thinking: “I wonder if some other 
NHL teams would have any interest in just having some kind of a rookie 
or a prospect tournament,” Holland recalled. 

Sure enough, they were. The NHL Prospect Tournament debuted in 
Traverse City in the fall of 1998, featuring four teams, each playing each 
other once. 

Eventually, the tournament grew to include eight teams, each playing 
four games over five days. It would have grown even larger if not for 
logistical challenges. There’s only so much ice and time in a day 
available, and other organizations started looking for their own solutions, 
leading to the creation of a prospect tournament in Buffalo, and later the 
rotating tournaments that will be housed in Arizona and Florida this year. 

Many of the players at the camp were on tryouts, and management 
needed to see them in live action to decide whether to sign them. Others 
were junior-aged players who had recently been drafted, and who would 
doubtless be heading back to their junior teams shortly, but the NHL 
teams first wanted to see where those players were in their development. 
And there were some prospects who would actually be sticking around 
for main camp but who still weren’t guaranteed to get much action in NHL 
preseason games, and would have to wait weeks to get into a limited 
number of AHL exhibitions. 

To this day, that remains a driving force of teams participating in 
Traverse City and the other prospect tournaments. 
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“There’s a fundamental distinction between watching your guys go 
through the efforts of a traditional training camp — where they do drills 
and have intrasquad scrimmages, which is a rather homogenous event 
— compared to getting closer to what we deem to be real competition, 
where you can see them compete and measure them against their 
peers,” said Maple Leafs assistant GM Laurence Gilman. 

“And when you go to a tournament such as the Traverse City event, the 
stakes rise significantly and you get a far better measure of what they’re 
really made of as prospects and how they measure up against prospects 
from other teams.” 

As an example of the impact the tournament can make for a player, 
Gilman pointed to defenseman Kristians Rubins, whom Toronto brought 
on its first-ever trip to the tournament in 2019, while he was on an AHL 
contract. Rubins, an undrafted defenseman, played well at the 
tournament, which Gilman said “really made us pay a little more attention 
to him as his time with us evolved.” 

And sure enough, the team eventually converted Rubins’ contract to an 
NHL deal. At 23, they now consider him a prospect. 

“He’s still in the evolutionary process of his career, but he’s a good 
example of a player who came to Traverse City and performed well and 
made us rethink our perspective of him,” Gilman said. 

As it turned out, though, the opportunity to better assess a team’s own 
internal prospects — while certainly the chief objective of the tournament 
— was not its only benefit for teams. Especially when tournaments are at 
full capacity, they can serve as a sort of one-stop shop for teams to get a 
leg up on their pro scouting, seeing a decent portion of up to eight 
different farm systems in one place, over one long weekend. 

And as tournaments have proliferated, they’ve become a draw for scouts 
whose teams aren’t even attending. Edmonton, for example, will have a 
scout in Traverse City, as well as one in Arizona, despite the Oilers 
prospects not playing at either one. 

Those are the tangible benefits teams see by participating each year. But 
there is also another, less quantifiable one for NHL organizations: the 
ability to have players develop, compete and spend time together at an 
early point in their careers. 

“Those players, they’re a team for a week, but some of them are going to 
be a team (in the NHL) five years from now, four years from now,” 
Holland said. “You start to build chemistry, they start to build 
relationships, they start to be proud to be from that organization.” 

In normal years, when team personnel can travel more freely and 
budgets aren’t so tight, that same principle can even extend upstairs to 
the front office, too. Scouts who are usually spread across the world (or 
at least the continent) have the rare chance to get together in one place 
— not just to scout, but also to learn, interact and build relationships with 
one another. 

All of this, of course, does cost money. And the revenue squeezes and 
cost-cutting driven by the pandemic don’t necessarily lend easily to 
spending money on attending a rookie tournament — which may be one 
factor in the smaller field in Traverse City this year. 

Among the others: the Carolina Hurricanes were a fixture at the Traverse 
City tournament but have split and joined a more regional showcase with 
the Florida Panthers, Tampa Bay Lightning and Nashville Predators, 
where the teams rotate hosting duties. 

Being able to host the tournament, even on a quadrennial basis, has 
major appeal for some NHL teams when it comes to both player and 
business development. It’s a chance to keep prospects in their own 
facility, while also creating an event to generate a small amount of 
revenue. 

To be clear, prospect tournaments are always going to operate at a loss 
for NHL teams, but the ability to sell some tickets and food and beverage, 
like the Arizona Coyotes are doing when hosting their prospect games, 
helps lessen the financial burden for owners that have been losing 
money during a pandemic. 

Some GMs also prefer their prospects to play fewer games, with some 
noting that the four-games-in-five-days setup at Traverse City has its 

drawbacks and in general might not be the smartest structure for player 
health. 

That’s why the Minnesota Wild and the Chicago Blackhawks decided to 
leave the Traverse City tournament and start their own one-off 
showcase, with each team alternating hosting duties of a two-game 
prospect series at their home facility. 

“Detroit and the city of Traverse City do an outstanding job … but all of a 
sudden you’re going from zero miles an hour to a hundred miles an hour 
in the first shift of the game in Traverse City. And then you’re continuing 
to do that for three more games after that,” Wild director of player 
development Brad Bombardir said. “So physically, it was a little bit of a 
push for guys sometimes. So we’re much happier and that’s why it’s 
been spaced out the way it is with some practices and two games 
leading into main camp. So we thought that was a better way to tackle a 
camp like this.” 

It’s important to note this plan had been in the works before the 
pandemic. 

Other teams have also kicked around ideas of potentially hosting their 
own tournament or combining it with a mini training camp, almost like a 
bonus development camp with more built-in competition. 

Multiple NHL executives on the business side have also told The Athletic 
that if they had their way, they’d be pushing more to host their own 
tournament. 

“I think the GMs and team presidents have different ways of viewing this 
in some cases,” one said. “Personally, I would love to host it in my home 
rink or practice rink and sell some tickets, keep my brand in the market. 
But I also know some GMs like the experience of having the young 
players at one of the other tournaments.” 

Overall it’s an evolving space for teams to figure out the merit of various 
formats and approaches for prospect tournaments and showcases, but 
the initial idea hatched in Northern Michigan has solidly entrenched itself 
as an institution for NHL management. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Evander Kane opens up about past gambling problems 
amid NHL investigation 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler 

September 16, 2021, 5:53 PM 

 

San Jose Sharks forward Evander Kane says the gambling allegations 
made against him this summer are "incredibly false," and believes he'll 
be cleared upon conclusion of the NHL's ongoing investigation. 

"It's unfortunate that that transpired, it's unfortunate that those allegations 
-- false allegations -- were made," Kane told ESPN's Linda Cohn in an 
interview that aired Thursday. 

In July, Kane's estranged wife, Anna Kane, came out with a series of 
public accusations against him, including allegations that he had bet on 
his own NHL games. Shortly after, the NHL announced the league was 
opening up an investigation into the matter. Kane denied the allegations 
at the time, with respect to his personal conduct and gambling, and re-
iterated that stance during Thursday's interview: 

"Obviously, when [the allegations] happened, I understood the magnitude 
of them immediately, not knowing what was going to happen next. But 
confident, because I know that's not true. I knew none of what she was 
saying was true," Kane told Cohn of the accusations made. "I was very 
confident, comfortable with where I was, knowing that I was gonna be 
exonerated and am going to be exonerated of those allegations." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 17, 2021 

 

Asked by Cohn whether Kane still gambled, Kane said he did not. Cohn 
also asked a series of pointed questions about his gambling history with 
respect to the NHL -- particularly, whether he had ever bet on an NHL 
game or altered the way he played because of a bet -- and he responded 
that he had not. 

The NHL's investigation into the matter is expected to be wrapped up 
before the start of training camp. 

Kane admitted that he had dealt with a gambling problem, and opened 
up about how it affected his life. He said his decision to file for bankruptcy 
in January was the first step to "making some better decisions moving 
forward." 

"I had a gambling problem, and when you have a gambling problem -- 
just like a drinking problem or a drug problem -- sometimes you can't 
control your actions," said Kane, who also said he'd once gambled on the 
night before a playoff game. 

"I think probably the worst thing that ever happened to me was winning 
big, because you think you can do it again. When you're an athlete, the 
competitive juices are flowing. And then when you lose, it bothers you 
even more and you want to go back ... you just keep digging a deeper 
hole. But at the end of the day, it's something that I went through and I'm 
looking forward to moving on from it." 

Kane was also asked about last month's report out of The Athletic, which 
stated that "several" of Kane's Sharks teammates did not want him to 
return to the team. 

"I think it's easy to point the finger at me. I think it's easy to try to make 
me the scapegoat because of some of my personal issues that are 
playing out in the public, and point to that," he told Cohn. "I think it's an 
easy cop-out. At the same time, I don't necessarily know or believe that 
that's true." 
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Sportsnet.ca / As summer wanes, Canucks still hopeful about courtship 
of Pettersson, Hughes 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

September 16, 2021, 7:22 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – It isn't exactly your typical summer romance. 

The Vancouver Canucks love Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes. The 
franchise players are restricted free agents, but are willing to fully commit 
to their National Hockey League team with new contracts. 

This should be the start – or extension – of beautiful friendships. 

Instead, with a week until training camp opens, the best and most 
important players on the Canucks are still unsigned and figuratively far 
away. Pettersson has returned to Vancouver from his summer home in 
Sweden, and Hughes remains at his off-season base in Michigan. 

In professional sports, absence doesn’t always make hearts grow fonder, 
but Canucks general manager Jim Benning said this week there have 
been no signs of animosity in negotiations that have sputtered all 
summer despite innumerable phone calls between the GM and agent Pat 
Brisson. 

“We have a good relationship,” Benning told Sportsnet. “There's no angry 
sides. We're just trying to work through it to figure out how to make 
everybody happy. 

“We're in constant communication with Pat Brisson and his group. The 
communication's good and we're just trying to figure out how to get to 
some common ground from their perspective and our perspective. 

They're important players in the future of our team and our group but 
these are complicated deals. 

“We talk every day or every second day. We've got a week before main 
camp starts, so we have time to get it done and then get these guys in 
camp.” 

The deals are trending toward less complicated. As a fallback position – 
and to try to get something signed – the sides are believed to be focusing 
again on bridge deals for Pettersson and Hughes. 

Pettersson, who spent his summer recovering from a wrist injury that 
limited his 2021 season to just 26 games, told HockeySverige in Sweden 
that he wants to stay in Vancouver, “but I also want to play for a team 
that’s winning and has the chance to go far in the playoffs every year.” 

Although the centre’s declaration generated a lot of chatter in Vancouver 
and was seen by some as a direct challenge to Benning, the centre’s 
ambition actually matches his manager’s. No one wants their best player 
to say he's OK with losing. 

But it’s obvious the Canucks’ chances of winning this season are directly 
tied to their ability to bring back the talented Pettersson, 22, and Hughes, 
21, on new contracts. They are the Canucks’ best forward and top 
defencemen – and are still improving. 

Neither Benning nor Brisson has divulged any monetary details about 
what has been offered or counter-proposed, but the sides have over the 
last four months discussed a pile a scenarios from short- to long-term 
contracts, as well as mid-range deals that would take the players near or 
even to unrestricted free agency: four years from now for Pettersson, five 
years for Hughes. 

The latitude of options available expanded with a changing landscape, 
both for the Canucks and the NHL, over the summer. 

After starting the off-season with so little financial wriggle room that a 
long-term deal for either player seemed impossible, Benning made a 
series of trades and buyouts that offloaded about $25 million in gross cap 
costs. Much of that money was quickly reallocated, but the Canucks have 
since the flurry of free agency in July left about $16 million available, 
including the long-term injured-reserve cushion for $3.5-million winger 
Micheal Ferland. 

This should be enough money to afford at least one long-term deal. That 
would logically go to Hughes, who will be less expensive than Pettersson 
even after Hughes’ blue-line contemporaries, Cale Makar and Miro 
Heiskanen, signed lucrative, new contracts in July. The Dallas Stars gave 
Heiskanen an eight-year deal worth $8.45 million annually, while the 
Colorado Avalanche bestowed on Makar a six-year deal with a $9-million 
AVV. 

At this stage, Hughes isn’t as accomplished nor well-rounded as those 
defencemen, but also doesn’t fit the common bridge-deal comparables of 
Zach Werenski, Charlie McAvoy and Mikhail Sergachev. Those three 
followed their entry-level contracts with three-year deals that pay $4.8- to 
$5 million annually. Hughes badly outperformed them offensively, 
averaging 0.75 points-per-game on his ELC (Werenski was nearest with 
0.54 PPG with Columbus) and those comparables are dated, signed in 
2019 and 2020. 

The best comparables for a Pettersson bridge deal are Brayden Point 
(three years, $6.75 million with the Tampa Bay Lightning, signed in 2019) 
and Mat Barzal (three years, $7 million with the New York Islanders, 
signed last January). 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Pettersson slightly outperformed Point and Barzal on his ELC, albeit on a 
smaller sample and with a stunted platform year heading into free 
agency. 

In July, Point signed an eight-year extension with the Lightning worth 
$9.5 million annually, which is probably what Pettersson’s value would be 
on a long-term deal. On a bridge deal, he should get slightly more than 
what Point and Barzal received. 

It doesn’t seem too complicated, but here we are. 
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This standoff is starting to feel normal for the Canucks, whose cash 
spigot during the pandemic season slowed to a trickle under ownership. 
Two years ago, key RFA Brock Boeser settled on a three-year bridge 
deal at the end of training camp. In 2017, captain Bo Horvat signed his 
six-year extension four days before camp. 

It probably helps Benning that Brisson and partner J.P. Barry, who head 
the hockey division for Creative Artists Agency, represent both Hughes 
and Pettersson. There is a finite amount of money available from the 
Canucks, and Brisson knows he can’t do a huge deal for one client if it 
means less money for the other. 

Hughes, whose father Jim is employed by Brisson and Barry as a 
development coach, has essentially been a CAA client since childhood. 
Pettersson changed representatives only this year. 

“Once we get to the final deals, we'll know if it turned out to be a good 
thing or not,” Benning said of one agency representing both players. “But 
it's easier, you know, talking to one person about what both deals look 
like. 

“I would like them in training camp. If it's possible to figure out deals 
before camp, I'd like to try to figure it out because I feel like they're still 
young players, they're still developing and I think training camp is 
important for them.” 

Vital to the Canucks, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Norlinder hoping to seize roster spot: 'I'm here 
to take a place' 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

September 16, 2021, 5:25 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que — This day was over two years in the making for 
Mattias Norlinder, the 64th pick in the 2019 NHL Draft who arrived in 
Montreal with the spotlight squarely focused on him, and he handled it 
well. 

How the five-foot-10, 179-pound defenceman manages the remainder of 
this rookie camp, and his first NHL training camp to follow, will ultimately 
determine if he starts the season with the Canadiens or returns to 
Sweden to play in the SHL with Frolunda. 

But on this day, he was a standout among 26 other prospects taking part 
in the first on-ice session under Laval Rocket coach Jean-Francois 
Houle. Norlinder’s a smooth-skating, quick-thinking, pure-shooting talent, 
and he appeared perfectly comfortable showing that while taking his first 
strides on a North American ice surface. 

He seemed just as comfortable fielding questions from reporters for close 
to 14 minutes after Thursday’s hour-and-a-half practice wrapped. 

“I’m here to take a place,” Norlinder said, “and that’s what I’m looking 
forward to.” 

One person who believes he may do it is Fredrik Sjostrom, an NHLer 
with four different franchises from 2003-11 who has been serving as 
Frolunda’s general manager since 2016. 

Selfishly, though, Sjostrom would prefer to have Norlinder playing big 
minutes on the left side of his team’s defence and quarterbacking its 
power play. 

“I think he will impress people with his skating and his skill,” said 
Sjostrom in an interview with Sportsnet on Wednesday, “and it’ll be up to 
him to prove he’s ready.” 

“We’ll be happy for him if he does it,” Sjostrom added, “but I think one 
more year with us is not going to hurt his development. He’s going to 
have a very good role on our team, and that will benefit him. Still, we 
know it comes down to how good he does in camp and what he can 
show there.” 

That’s the point of this exercise. 

Every player who comes to rookie camp has the ambition to prove they 
belong in the NHL and, as Houle rightly pointed out, believing that 
possibility exists is paramount to their development. 

“I think rookie camp is the start of everything,” the coach said. “It’s the 
start of the hockey season, and it sets the tone for the organization. And 
that’s where a young player like Norlinder can make a name for himself 
above and beyond what he already has. 

“These rookie camps are very, very important for a lot of players. All the 
rookie camps I’ve been a part of, there’s always some surprises, there’s 
always been players that flourish and come to the top. So, hopefully he 
has a good week and can show the people here in Montreal that he may 
be ready for a spot.” 

It’s what Norlinder showed in Sweden — first in Modo, and then with 
Frolunda last season — that has made him a main attraction in Brossard. 

He put up nine goals and 24 points in 48 games over two seasons in the 
country’s second-tier professional league before debuting in the SHL with 
five goals and 10 points in 37 regular-season games. Norlinder recorded 
three goals and five points to lead Frolunda in scoring through its seven 
playoff games. 

Sjostrom, who referred to Norlinder’s skill as “jaw-dropping,” saw 
tremendous growth in his game — even if the young player had to 
navigate a fair deal of adversity too. 

“I think Mattias had a pretty good season for us last season,” Sjostrom 
said. “He started off pretty good. Then he had a pretty tough middle 
section of the season, but he came on pretty strong at the end. There 
were some ups and downs, and I think he’s starting at a much higher 
level this season.” 

The shoulder injury suffered at the Karjala Cup last November, which 
kept Norlinder out four weeks, was certainly a downer. 

And five games into his return with Frolunda, he sustained a knee injury 
that sidelined him another three weeks. 

“That was kind of a tough period last year,” Norlinder said, “but it’s part of 
the business.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

So was learning to rebound quickly from performances that fell below his 
own high personal standards. 

“He cares a lot about the game, and I think he’s a really good guy and he 
wants to be good every night,” said Sjostrom. “But sometimes it gets to 
you and you care too much and it’s easy to be negative about your own 
performance. 

“I think at the pro level, you have to be good at shrugging off bad 
performances because you’ve got a game the next night and you can’t 
dwell on it too much. If you have a bad game, you have to refocus very 
quick and then it’s a new game coming up. I think you learn that, and I 
went through that myself. You have some bad games and dwell on that, 
and you want to be good, but I think it’s good if you can reset and 
refocus. That’s very important.” 

It’s something Norlinder appears to have gained perspective on, in 
addition to learning how to concentrate more on the defensive parts of 
his game in a league he considers to be among the stingiest in the world. 

He said his focus in Frolunda was “to play strong in front of the net and to 
gap up and just be harder and maybe more aggressive on the boards,” 
and now he’ll have to continue to grow quickly in those areas if he wants 
to realize his goal of playing in the NHL this season. 
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Doing so on the smaller ice, where time and space are more limited, is a 
challenge Norlinder, Sjostrom and Houle all know the player will face 
over the coming weeks. 

“It’s not easy to do for defencemen,” said Houle. “Especially from a 
defensive standpoint, killing plays, being stick on the puck, it’s not easy. 
But I think he has a good head for the game and he’s a player who’s 
going to learn very quickly.” 

One aspect of the game that won’t require much of an adjustment for 
Norlinder will be playing the right side as a left-shot defenceman. He said 
he did it for three years before starting on the left with Frolunda this year, 
and he appeared totally at ease there throughout his first practice at 
rookie camp. 

That gives him an edge in his pursuit of a roster spot with the Canadiens 
this fall, with the defence being shallower on that side. 

Norlinder’s skating, his puck-moving ability and his power-play presence 
could also help fill needs, if he proves capable of playing at this level. 

That process will continue to be under the microscope — and not just 
here in Quebec — as camp continues. 

“For us, we’re going to follow this closely,” said Sjostrom. “We want 
Mattias to do well, and we’re proud of him. It’s his dream to play in the 
NHL, so you want the kid to succeed. 

“But then again, if the judgment ends up being he’s not ready, we’d really 
be happy if he comes back to us for one more year.” 
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