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Here’s who Carolina Hurricanes fans should pay attention to in the prospect tourney  

By Chip Alexander  

Seth Jarvis is looking forward to the next few weeks, 
remaining hopeful and optimistic. 

Jarvis, the Carolina Hurricanes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, 
will first be in Tampa, Florida, where the Tampa Bay 
Lightning are hosting the 2021 NHL Prospects Showcase. 
The Canes will play three games — against the Florida 
Panthers (Saturday), host Lightning (Sunday) and then the 
Nashville Predators (Tuesday). 

Jarvis’ plan is a simple one: play well enough in Tampa to be 
invited to the Canes’ preseason training camp — Carolina’s 
big camp. 

And then? 

“My main goal is to come in and make the team,” Jarvis said 
in an interview this week. “My goal is to try and crack their 
roster. I’ll do everything in my power to make my way on 
there and make their decision as hard as possible. I want to 
put my best foot forward and show what I can do.” 

Jarvis has to be realistic about his chances. He’s 19. The 
Canes will have an overflow of forwards in camp and there 
are other prospects — forwards Ryan Suzuki, Dominik Bokk 
and Jack Drury, to name three — who also share the same 
“main goal” of turning a strong showing in Tampa into a 
camp invite. 

Suzuki, a first-round pick by the Canes in 2019, and Bokk 
played for the Chicago Wolves in the American Hockey 
League in the 2021 season, a step below the NHL. Drury 
decided to leave Harvard and college hockey and play in the 
Swedish Hockey League. 

Jarvis calls his 2021 season “really cool,” even though he 
played just 33 games in all. And the first nine games were 
more than cool. 

With the Western Hockey League postponing the start of the 
2020-21 season because of the pandemic, Jarvis was 
allowed to join the Wolves and get his first professional 
experience. He made the most of it on the ice, scoring seven 
goals and adding four assists in nine games and was leading 
the AHL in scoring. 

It didn’t last. When the WHL began their training camps, 
Jarvis was assigned by the Canes to the Portland 
Winterhawks, his junior team, in early March. 

Jarvis said he was a little surprised by his instant impact and 
production in the AHL but added, “I was playing with great 
players and it made it easy for me to transition and just play 
my game. 

“I think going to Chicago was huge for me,” Jarvis said. “It 
gave me a little taste of what pro hockey is like. 

Jarvis also benefited off the ice. That taste of pro hockey 
included finding a place to live, maintaining the proper 
nutrition and fending for himself. 

“Living on my own for the first time and not having a billet 
family to take care of me was tough at the start but not too 
bad,” he said. “I loved it, had a great time in Chicago, really 
learned a lot from the older guys there and how to kind of 
survive as a pro.” 

Jarvis’ departure from Chicago was, in a word, bittersweet. 

“A little bit,” he said. “I was having a ton of fun, a ton of 
success in Chicago, so it was a little bit tough leaving. 

“But going back to Portland was awesome. I have a great 
support staff there with coach and everybody, so it was nice 
to go back and play with bunch of my buddies again.” 

Jarvis has offensive flair 

Jarvis, a native of Winnipeg, Manitoba, got in 24 games for 
the Winterhawks, again showing the offensive flair that has 
made the 5-foot-10, 175-pound forward such a promising 
prospect. He has the quick hands, the good instincts around 
the net and has some toughness in his game, saying he likes 
to be fast and aggressive and make things happen. 

“Seth’s hockey sense is elite,” Canes assistant general 
manager Darren Yorke said last year. “His ability to process 
the game and create space for himself is so imperative to 
make the transition from junior to the NHL easier. From a 
competitive standpoint, he works as hard away from the puck 
as he does with it.” 

Jarvis may be back in Portland again this year. He’s in the 
position of either making the Canes roster or again being 
returned to junior. 

Jarvis, the 13th pick of the 2020 NHL Draft, signed his three-
year, entry-level contract with the Canes just after Christmas 
last year. Canes president and general manager Don 
Waddell, after the signing, called him “an extremely talented 
player with elite puck skills and scoring ability.” 

And someone to watch in Tampa. 

2021 NHL Prospects Showcase 

Saturday, September 18 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Florida Panthers, 10 a.m. 

Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Nashville Predators, 1 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 19 

Nashville Predators vs. Florida Panthers, 10 a.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning, 1 p.m. 

Monday, Sept. 20 

Practice day 
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Tuesday, Sept. 21 

Nashville Predators vs. Carolina Hurricanes, 10 a.m. 

Florida Panthers vs. Tampa Bay Lightning, 1 p.m.

 

 

Hurricanes roster tiers heading into training camp: The dark horses, the bubble players and 
the 19 locks 

By Sara Civian 

If Jordan Martinook wearing Steven Lorentz’s jersey in this 
pre-Luke Combs concert photo didn’t throw you for enough 
of a loop, the unfamiliar Hurricanes faces probably got you. 

The Hurricanes look a whole lot different after one of the 
most eventful offseasons in the league. The bigger moves 
generated so much buzz around the team that the sheer 
volume of moves not involving offer sheets, goaltenders or 
controversy almost flew under the radar. Sprinkle in some 
top prospects coming into Raleigh with more experience, and 
you’ve got yourself an interesting training camp. 

With so many NHL contracts old and new, though, it isn’t 
likely more than two or three prospects will make the NHL 
team out of camp. But who could snag those two or three 
spots? And who are all the guys the Hurricanes signed to 
those one-year deals, again? 

There’s a minimum of 20 active players on each NHL roster 
(18 skaters and two goalies), and a maximum of 23. 

Let’s divide it all into tiers. 

Locks (19) 

Forwards (11): Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Nino 
Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, Jordan Martinook, Martin 
Necas, Jesper Fast, Derek Stepan 

Defensemen (6): Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, Brady Skjei, 
Ian Cole, Tony DeAngelo, Ethan Bear, Jake Gardiner (LTIR, 
no roster spot taken) 

Goalies (2): Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta 

Analysis: Don’t come for me for excluding Steven Lorentz in 
this tier. You have to admit that while he’s probably going to 
make it, there’s only one spot in the forward group (and 
lineup as a whole) after all the aforementioned locks. 
Remember: There’s no taxi squad this season, and there’s a 
chance someone could come in and impress the Canes’ 
staff. 

Other than that, this is pretty self-explanatory. The Canes 
added a veteran presence in Stepan and a costly Finn with 
potential in Kotkaniemi. You can expect them to play. The 
forward group is pretty stacked and makes you think of how 
far the Canes have come in the past five training camps. 

As for the defense, Gardiner will be placed on injured 
reserve, and that will free up a spot on a lineup that would’ve 
already been set. 

More likely than not (3) 

Forwards (2): Steven Lorentz, Josh Leivo 

Defenseman (1): Brendan Smith 

Goalies (0) 

Analysis: See, there’s Lorentz. I fully expect him to be on the 
opening night roster, to be clear. I just think some of the 
depth wing positions are not surefire guarantees if someone 
on the bubble has the training camp of a lifetime. 

I think Leivo could provide some of the Hurricanes’ 
trademark heavy forecheck in a depth wing position on this 
roster. He’s got a leg up on any young prospects with actual 
NHL experience, and we know coach Rod Brind’Amour 
values that sort of thing. 

Smith’s power is in his versatility. He’s played forward but 
seems more suited for defense — regardless, it’s good to 
know the Canes have got options if injury strikes. You also 
want to keep him on the roster because he’d get snagged off 
waivers with his cheap, $800,000 contract. I see him adding 
some snarl to the defense that has been traded away in 
players like Joel Edmundson. And, hey, Edmundson went on 
to compete for a Cup. 

On the bubble/potential roster battle (5) 

Forwards (2): Jack Drury, David Cotton 

Defensemen (3): Maxime Lajoie, Eric Gelinas, Joey Keane 

Goalies (0) 

Analysis: Drury and Cotton are two of everyone’s favorite 
prospects who actually have a shot at a training camp roster 
battle this season. The Canes have space for one or two 
insurance centers/wings if they so choose, and these two are 
growing up. 

Cotton comes bearing actual professional experience this 
time around, with 14 goals and 21 points in 26 games on a 
competitive Chicago Wolves roster. Drury had an excellent 
season overseas with the SHL’s Växjö Lakers HC, posting 
10 goals and 30 points in 41 games. 

The Canes liked what they saw out of Lajoie last season 
when he stepped up out of seemingly nowhere for two 
playoff games with the NHL club. They love Gelinas’ size (6-
foot-4, 215 pounds). Then there’s a perennial enticing option 
in Keane — could this be his year? He had 13 points (all 
assists) in 24 games with the Wolves last season. 
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Dark horses (8) 

Forwards (6): C.J. Smith, Seth Jarvis, Dominik Bokk, 
Jamieson Rees, Ryan Suzuki, Maxim Letunov 

Defensemen (2): Jalen Chatfield, Jesper Sellgren 

Goalies (0) 

Analysis: I’m sure you are disappointed to see one of your 
favorite prospects here, so once again, don’t come for me. 
As a rule, I only put players I actually think could make the 
team in this article. So if you’re seeing a name on this list, 
there’s an actual chance. 

Could Suzuki make the NHL and be fine? Absolutely. Is 
there any need to rush the 20-year-old into an already 
stuffed lineup when you could let him really flourish in the 
AHL and call him up when there’s an opportunity that better 
fits his style of play? No, there’s no need to rush. This is the 
same theory I’m applying with Rees, Bokk and Jarvis. Those 
players are probably somewhere in between the bubble and 
dark horse. They just don’t seem to be in the exact same tier 
as Drury and Cotton in terms of experience, positional battles 
and fit on the roster. 

The defensemen in this category are much more dark 
horsey, as are Smith and Letunov.

 

 

 

Carolina's Sebastian Aho says Hurricanes' trolling of Montreal Canadiens with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi signing bonus 'pretty funny' 

By Greg Wyshynski  

CHICAGO -- Carolina center Sebastian Aho was amused by 
the Hurricanes' offer-sheet trolling of the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

In 2019, Aho signed a restricted-free-agent offer sheet with 
the Canadiens for five years and $42 million, which the 
Hurricanes quickly matched. Last month, Carolina turned the 
tables and signed Montreal restricted free agent Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet, which the 
Canadiens opted not to match. 

The signing bonus on Kotkaniemi's contract offer was $20. 
Aho wears No. 20 with the Hurricanes. The reference was 
hard to miss. 

"To be honest, it's pretty funny to see a $20 signing bonus," 
Aho told ESPN on Thursday, at the NHL Player Media Tour. 
"All jokes aside, we got a pretty good player." 

Aho and Kotkaniemi, who were both born in Finland, spoke 
over the phone during the offer-sheet process. Aho said he 
discussed real-estate options, restaurants and life in Raleigh 
with the 21-year-old center. 

"We talked about general stuff, trying to help him with some 
of the small things," Aho said. 

Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon told Sportsnet radio in 
Toronto this month that it was "silly" to assume the offer 
sheet was tendered for revenge. But he defended Carolina 
poking fun at the move through social media, including 
references to the $20 signing bonus. 

"We're all in the entertainment business, and we don't have a 
league if people aren't entertained by it," Dundon said. "So 
when it worked out the way it did, our philosophy 
organizationally on the business side is have as much fun, 
get as much attention as you can." 

Aho agreed, saying the fans have been buzzing about the 
offer sheet -- and the newly forged rivalry between the 
teams. 

"It got people talking. I think it's going to be a good thing. It's 
going to be fun playing them next year," Aho said. "It's part of 
the business. The social media is so huge these days. You 
don't have to play a game and you already have a buzz." 
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An offseason conversation with Rod Brind’Amour: Part three 

In the third and final portion of our interview, Brind’Amour 
talks about the Andrei Svechnikov extension, his thoughts on 
the NHL returning to the Olympics, the Hurricanes’ 
vaccination rate, the upcoming season and much more.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

We conclude our interview with Carolina Hurricanes head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour today by talking about the Andrei 
Svechnikov extension, his thoughts on the NHL returning to 
the Olympics, the team’s upcoming season, the Hurricanes’ 
vaccination rate and much more.  

As before, questions and answers have been very slightly 
edited for flow and clarity, but they are listed in the order of 
the conversation. The first portion of the interview can be 
found here, and part two is here. Enjoy! 

Speaking of some of those young pieces you hope continue 
to take the next step, the team recently reached a long-term 
deal with Andrei Svechnikov. How happy were you to see 
that commitment from both sides and what are you expecting 
to see from him this year?  

Number one, it’s great to have him locked down. Once we 
identify these guys that we want around here that just totally 
push everything we’re doing, and he’s a Hurricane through 
and through, we want to make sure we keep these guys 
around. That’s what we’ve done here, so that’s a huge move, 
and hopefully we can do that with our other assets like that 
we have coming up. It’s a great move for us. 

Where do we hope his game goes? We just hope he keeps 
getting better and better. I think he had a really good year. 
He had some lulls in there like every player has, especially 
young guys, but you never fault him for his work ethic and his 
preparation, his willingness to get better. To me, that’s why 
you can bank on guys like that.  

Martin Necas is another one of those young guys who I think 
took a step forward and had a great year last year. What’s 
the approach like for a guy like that who’s coming off a 
breakout year and probably has another gear to get even 
better?  

I view him the same as [Svechnikov] as far as he’s a kid that 
we want around here for a long time. Hopefully we can do 
that too and figure that out at some point. But he’s just got to 
keep taking the next steps. Really, these aren’t huge steps, 
it’s just the same message with all the guys. We’ve just got 
to get a little bit better in everything we’re doing, just a little 
bit better. Those inches are the difference makers. He’s got 
room to grow in his game, both with and without the puck. I 
think he realizes that, and as long as he continues to want to 
get better at these areas, I think he will. 

The other new face that you have is not on the ice with the 
players, but on your staff with Dean Chynoweth making the 
move to Toronto and Tim Gleason becoming an assistant 
coach. Tim’s a guy who’s been in the organization for a long 
time and someone you played with, what does he bring and 
what made him a good fit for your coaching staff?  

To answer your last question first, it’s easy for a fit. That 
couldn’t be an easier fit, just knowing the person, I had a 
relationship with him back as a teammate. He doesn’t 
change. He’s extremely hard-working and committed to 
trying to get better. I just know that if you surround yourself 
with great people and you bring great people into your 
organization, good things will happen. That’s what I expect 
with Tim in here. He obviously hasn’t done it before but he’s 
done it before because he’s played the game at a high level, 
and to me, that will translate really well, and his willingness 
to learn is off the charts. He’s just going to be a great 
addition for us.  

Do you think he’ll need to make any tweaks to the defensive 
system with all the changes on that part of the roster this 
offseason, and was the timing ideal for a change at that spot 
on the staff with all the changes on the blue line? 

First of all, he’s not changing the defensive system. We all 
do that. So he doesn’t have to come in and go ‘I’m in charge 
of doing this.’ No, we as a group figure out how we want to 
play defensively. With his expertise and his experience, he 
can add different ideas and different ways to teach it. That’s 
what’s exciting about bringing in someone like that. So I don’t 
know if there’s ever a good time or not to bring in a good 
person, I think it’s always the right time. So we’re lucky that 
he was around and has been around us to know some guys 
that we have in the organization and has worked with them. 
And he’ll catch up to speed with the new guys we brought in. 
So there’s a little bit of a learning curve for him, but he’s 
going to pick it up quickly.  

This is the first time in two years that you’ve had a normal 
training camp, exhibition games and run up to the season. 
How much are you looking forward to that, and do you 
maybe appreciate it more after not having it?  

The honest answer is actually the opposite. Not having it in a 
traditional sense that we didn’t have last year, clearly 
showed we don’t need as much as everyone thinks you do if 
that makes sense. I don’t even think we had a preseason 
game last year. I think we just dropped the puck and started 
playing. So I really don’t know how much you need.  

This year, I’m glad we have it just because of all the new 
players. Last year, I don’t think we had a new player. We just 
kept moving right along. Now, for me, I need the time 
because we’re starting over in a lot of ways with eight or nine 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 20, 2021 

 

new players on your team. So for that reason, you need the 
time. So I’m grateful for it.  

The other thing that’s still different about this schedule is that 
there’s an Olympic break with the news coming out last week 
that NHL players are going back to the Olympics. What are 
your thoughts on that? Is it something you’re in favor of? You 
could have a lot of your roster end up going to the games. 

Here’s my take on this whole Olympics thing. I think it’s 
great. As a player, I played in it. It’s a great experience. I 
think the timing is terrible. I think there’s no reason, in my 
opinion, that they don’t do it like the NBA does it in the 
summer Olympics. We play the same season as the NBA, 
exactly. We overlap, but yet they do theirs, smartly, in a 
different time that doesn’t disrupt their season. I think that’s 
what the NHL should do.  

I’ve heard the reason you don’t is that some of these venues 
that they do in the summer Olympics don’t have arenas. My 
answer to that is just make the hockey part of the Olympics 
always in a place that has arenas. So you could have the 
summer Olympics in, I don’t care where they were, but they 
don’t have rinks, it’s always in Toronto, or it’s always in New 
York or somewhere where there’s rinks. And that’s where the 
hockey part of the Olympics is played, and then you don’t 
have to run into this problem during the season of having to 
shut down the year and then guys play in more games right 
in the middle of the year where if you had it in the summer, 
it’d almost be like a training camp for those guys.  

So I just think the timing of it isn’t great, but I think it’s great 
for the players. At the end of the day, it’s a great experience, 
and I’m all for that, just not the timing.  

The other big piece of news for the NHL is the new COVID 
protocols for the upcoming season, with some significant 
differences in the protocols for unvaccinated players and 
staff vs. vaccinated players and staff. I know Don Waddell 
said in a recent interview that he did that you guys will be 
100% vaccinated going into training camp. How much was 
that something that was really important to you?  

Editor’s note: This interview was conducted before 
Tuesday’s announcement that the team is officially 100% 
vaccinated. 

I’m 100% behind it. I’m proud that our group’s dialed in and 
is like ‘Yeah, we’ve got to do what we have to do here.’ 
That’s what this is all about. The protocols and this and that, 
they are there because people don’t want to get vaccinated, 
in my opinion. So I’m all for it. Golly, we sat for a year 
praying for a cure for this or a way out and we get it, and 
people don’t want to put their arm out to take the shot, it 
doesn’t make sense to me. I’m proud of our group that once 
everyone gets here, we’ll have everyone in the training staff 
and the players 100% on board with this, and I guess we’re 
doing our part.  

Did you have to have any conversations with anybody that 
was hesitant about it, and if so, what were those 
conversations like?  

Not really, no. I think you educate the players on everything. 
There were, I think, a couple guys, that they just didn’t 
understand. And I think once you explain it to them or get our 
doctors or our medical staff to just explain what’s going on, it 

gets pretty clear. And so it really, I think there was some 
hesitation early, and I’m talking about last year when they 
first became available. We had a few guys that were just a 
little bit hesitant, just because they didn’t understand. But I 
think that’s all gone now with a little more time. People have 
a little more time for educating themselves on it, and we 
haven’t had those discussions anymore.  

How good does it feel going into this season knowing that 
you’re going to have that protection that wasn’t there last 
year? Obviously we’ve seen with the Delta variant and 
breakthrough cases that the risks aren’t gone, but especially 
in terms of having your group vaccinated, how much does 
that ease your mind knowing that you guys are so much 
better protected than you were going into last season?  

Last year was scary because you felt like any day guys 
would drop and be out. I don’t think you were ever too 
worried that nobody was going to recover, but you get a guy 
and then there was the tracing and all that, you’d have guys 
out for just being around guys. I think that was the worry 
more than anything, and getting the last second notice. 
That’s just how it worked.  

We’re hopeful that doesn’t happen this year. Unfortunately, 
like you mentioned, I don’t think anybody really knows with 
the new variants and things, because I think people waited 
too long to put their arm out and get the shot. Now we’ve got 
issues going on, and I just hope it doesn’t turn into another 
tough year in that regard. So hopefully we don’t have to deal 
with this, but I think we’re just prepared for everything.  

Looking at when you started, from your first training camp to 
now, how do you feel like you’ve grown as a coach?  

I don’t know. It’s hard to say. I do know when I started, there 
was a lot of uncertainty on whether or not the stuff that we 
were going to throw out was going to work. I think there was 
just unknown, because we hadn’t tried it. I think that’s gone 
now so there’s a little more of a comfort level with the way 
we want to do things, that it does work. So there’s a 
confidence in that. So you’ve grown that way, just by the 
experience. But every day is a new challenge and I think that 
doesn’t change. So I feel like there’s an experience that 
brings a little bit of comfort, but it also brings the same 
challenges every day of trying to get better, and I think that 
will never change.  

What did you miss most about a normal season that you’re 
hoping to get back?  

I don’t know if it’s going to be normal. Normal, to me, is being 
able to bring the fans in and have that interaction, having just 
our families be able to come to games and be in the room, 
guys bring their kids around. That, to me, is normal. That’s 
where I’d love to get us back to. I don’t know if that’s going to 
happen. But, to me, that’s the stuff I’ve missed the most. 
That was normal. That was, unfortunately, stuff that wasn’t 
able to happen last year. So who knows. We’ll see where it 
all takes and goes. But I feel like we’re doing our part to try to 
get back to some sort of that hopefully sooner than later.  

Is there a road city that you guys didn’t go to last year that 
you’re most looking forward to getting back to?  

Not really. I’ll be honest. Last year, the schedule was actually 
a bonus, in my opinion, to not have to travel, number one out 
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west. We didn’t have those four-hour flights or five-hour 
flights, or the all-night redeyes, that was actually really nice 
to go to a city and then ‘OK, we’re there for three nights, play 
two games or whatever.’ Come home and we just missed a 
lot of travel and a lot of getting into planes after games and 
going to the next city.  

That’s the part that really sucks, to be honest with you, 
getting into hotels at three in the morning and having to get 
up the next morning to practice or play. That grind, that really 
went away. We didn’t have any of that, because we went to 
the city and sat there, played for a couple games and then 
came home. So I thought that was the bonus of the whole 
thing from last year. Now we’re obviously getting back to the 
other way.

 

Prospect Interviews: Bryce Montgomery and Seth Jarvis 

Both prospects will represent the Hurricanes at the 2021 
Prospects Showcase in Tampa Bay. 

By Matthew Somma 

Prior to the 2021 Prospects Showcase, I had the opportunity 
to talk to five prospects on the Hurricanes’ roster about the 
draft, their offseasons and what they’re looking forward to 
heading in to the upcoming year.  

Interview with Bryce Montgomery 

First of all, congratulations on being selected by the 
Hurricanes in the Draft. Can you talk about how you found 
out and what your reaction was? 

I was in a hotel room with my family, we rented something for 
the day. I waited most of the day and I finally saw my name 
on the screen. When I finally saw my name pop up, I was 
ecstatic. I’ll never forget it. I’m going to treasure it for the rest 
of my life. 

With the OHL not having a season last year, I’m sure there 
was a lot of uncertainty regarding this draft. Was there an 
added sense of relief when you were selected? 

This past year was the biggest season of my career thus far 
and it was a bummer that I didn’t get to prove myself, 
especially playing for London and the reputation they have 
for preparing players for the NHL. Having a year off was 
tough but I had a lot of supporters giving me ice time to 
practice. I did as much as I could to get my stock up ahead 
of the draft. I’m fortunate enough to have landed in a great 
organization.  

How do you prepare for a season with as much uncertainty 
as last season? When the cancellation was made official, did 
anything change in your workouts or preparations? 

Once I found out it was pretty much business as usual. I left 
for Massachusetts and the Pandemic Hockey League a few 
days later. I kept on my toes and kept moving forward 
because that’s what I’ve always done. 

Could you talk about the tournaments you played in in lieu of 
a season? 

First, I played in the Pandemic Hockey league in 
Massachusetts. For the two showcases that I played in, it 
was an opportunity for players to get in front of scouts and 
make a name for themselves. For me, it was showcasing my 
skills and showing what I could put on the table. I took 
advantage of it, playing ten games in the PHL and went right 
to Erie. I had 10 more games there and played in all of them. 

Is the Erie Showcase something you’d like to see happen 
every year? 

I’d love to see something like the Erie Showcase moving 
forward. I think mainly we did it because there wasn’t a 
season, but if they want to keep doing it that would be 
awesome. With us having a season I don’t know if they’d still 
want to do it.  

You come from a family of athletes. Your dad was an All-
American hockey player for St. Mary’s in Minnesota, your 
mom played basketball for UC Berkeley and your brother 
was recently drafted by the London Knights as well. How has 
that shaped you into the athlete you are today? 

My mom, dad and grandma pushed me to keep playing the 
sport. Even though my mom didn’t have a hockey 
background she kept pushing me to stay in the sport. My dad 
was a two time All-American and both my parents are huge 
teachers for me both in the sport and in life. I’m grateful to 
have them in my life.  

You’ve been described as a big defenseman that can skate 
and defend exceptionally well. What’s something about your 
game that you feel is a bit underrated or maybe not as hyped 
as it should be? 

My game is still evolving every single day. I’m still working on 
the offensive side of the game and I try to support the puck 
on the rush and create scoring chances whenever I can. All 
my talking is done on the ice, so I try to not get too cocky. 

Is this your first time visiting Raleigh? How are you liking it so 
far? 

This is my first time in Raleigh. It feels right at home since 
I’m on the east coast and it’s an awesome experience here. 

Training camp hasn’t officially started, but how has the 
experience been so far? 

It’s incredible. Wearing the Canes gear and representing 
them is an honor for me. I’m trying to learn everything I can 
from the coaching staff. 

What are you hoping to gain from this experience and how 
can you use it in the upcoming season? 

One of the biggest takeaways is that the game is played at a 
much quicker pace and having your head on a swivel is 
important. Making quick passes and competing hard is 
something I’m going to take back with me.  

Any big takeaways from the first two practices? 
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The main thing is how hard you have to compete. With 
everyone on the staff, you’re learning to compete. We’ve had 
two practices and they’re giving me things to work on. 

Lastly, I like to end on a lighter note. If you’re given the 
opportunity to pick one song as your goal song, what would it 
be? 

Probably some Pop Smoke, I’m a big fan. Brush Em would 
be my pick, probably. 

Interview with Seth Jarvis 

Last time we talked, you were at your first NHL camp and 
taking it all in. What’s different this year? 

This year I’m more comfortable. More comfortable with the 
players, the staff and the system. That makes the transition 
easier and you feel a little more at home. You have a 
previous relationship with a lot of the people here so it’s 
easier to get adjusted. 

Do you feel like you can take the newer guys under your 
wing a bit this year, or are you still trying to absorb as much 
as you can? 

I feel a little bit of both. It’s only my second year but I want to 
get in touch with the new guys and keep expanding on how 
they want to play. I’m still trying to take a deep dive into the 
system here, though. 

Getting to spend time in the AHL must have been a cool 
experience for you. Even though your time there was short, 
what were some lessons you took away from that? 

The biggest thing was living on my own. I didn’t have anyone 
to take care of me, no billets or anything, so getting that 
under my belt was interesting. Getting to know what my body 
needs as far as strength, conditioning and nutrition was a big 
difference. I feel like I matured a lot faster because of it. 

What are some of your goals heading into the upcoming 
season?  

I’m looking forward to a big year, whether it’s in the NHL or 
Portland and I want to be a leader that people can look up to. 
If I go back to Portland, I’m taking my experiences from pro 
camps and going to use it to help everyone on that team get 
better. 

What did you get to do this offseason?  

I spent most of my time training. I started in Vancouver since 
rinks were open and made my way back to Winnipeg. I was 
at Canada’s World Junior camp in Calgary, which was a 
good event to see where you’re at and get to compete a bit.  

How was the Luke Combs concert the other night? Are you a 
big fan of his? 

It was incredible. I’m a big fan, so getting to meet and talk to 
him was amazing. He was a great guy, which made it even 
better. 

Finally, what would your goal song be? 

Portland’s goal song is AC/DC’s TNT so I’m going with that. I 
like it a lot. 

Game one of the Prospects Showcase is at 10 a.m. ET on 
Saturday.
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Prospect Interviews: Justin Robidas and Bobby Orr 

The two prospects will play for the Hurricanes at the 2021 
Prospects Showcase 

By Matthew Somma 

Justin Robidas and Bobby Orr were kind enough to take 
some time to talk to Canes Country about their time in 
Raleigh so far and the upcoming season.  

Interview with Justin Robidas 

Walk us through where you were when you found out you 
had been selected by the Hurricanes? How did it feel? 

I was with family and friends with a huge TV in the room. We 
were all together and I was really excited. It was a great day 
for us. 

Your dad had a long NHL career, was he one of your biggest 
inspirations and teachers growing up? 

For sure. I grew up in the hockey mindset and I had the 
chance to go to the rink and meet the NHL players every 
day. Being around that every day inspired me and gave me 
the love for the game. My dad has taught me a lot both on 
and off the ice and has been a major influence.  

It was a bit of a shortened year for your QMJHL team but you 
still managed to put together an impressive draft year. In 
what ways are you looking to improve heading into next 
season? 

We got to play a short season and playoffs, but it was still a 
season. I want to get stronger, add muscle and work on my 
all-around game. Shooting, skating, and improving 
everything else. 

This is the first NHL camp you’re attending. What are some 
of the differences between an NHL camp and a QMJHL 
camp and what have you been able to learn thus far? 

For me, it’s that the little details matter. Sometimes you can 
get by without doing the little things in juniors but those little 
details will separate you from the rest in the pros. You can be 
the best player on your junior team but once you get to the 
NHL camps everyone is the best player on their junior teams 
so you have to work a lot harder to stand out. 

How have you been liking Raleigh? 

I’ve never been and it’s a great city. I haven’t seen much but 
it seems really nice. It looks beautiful and I’m excited to 
discover it in the next few years. 

You were recently named captain of the Foreurs. Could you 
talk about your team and what it means to be named 
captain? 

It’s an honor. For them to have the confidence in me [to 
name me captain] is huge. We have a great group of guys 
and I’m excited to lead them. I want to teach these young 
guys what it takes to make a deep run and I want to help 
make them better hockey players. For them to have the 
confidence to name me is special. 

What’s one area of your game that you feel is a little 
underrated? 

That’s tricky. For me it would be my size. People see that as 
a disadvantage. In some ways it is, but if I use it correctly, I 
can use it to my advantage. People might discount me for it 
but I think that I’ll be able to make an impact regardless.  

What are some things you like to do outside of hockey? 

I like to play other sports like basketball, football, soccer. I’ll 
watch sports too and play golf during the summers. 

Interview with Bobby Orr 

First of all, congrats on being drafted by the Hurricanes. 
Could you talk about where you were when you found out 
and what it felt like? 

Similarly to Justin, I was with family and friends and an old 
coach. We all shared that moment together and were waiting 
for that to happen. I was so excited and everyone was proud. 
I’m honored to be a part of the organization. 

How did you get into hockey and who were some of your 
favorite players to watch growing up? 

My parents put me in a bunch of sports growing up but 
hockey was the one I was excited about the most. I loved it 
the most and wanted to keep playing. My family and I are big 
Canadiens fans and I loved getting to watch Koivu. Playing 
hockey was in our blood, it seems.  

Your team had its ups and downs this past season. What 
were some of your biggest takeaways from last season that 
you can build on heading into next season? 

Last season we were the youngest team in the CHL but we 
tried to get better every day and prove people wrong. I 
learned from a lot of guys that have played pro (at camp) to 
focus on the little details and keep improving every day. 
Obviously this year I want to focus on getting stronger, more 
explosive, and working on my shot. I want to work hard every 
day and do what I can to help the team win. 

What has been the biggest difference for you at an NHL 
camp? 

The pace of the game is very different. The intensity is high 
and you’re playing with older guys, which is tough. They’re 
stronger, so you have to be able to keep up and work hard. I 
think I can. I try to make the right plays and follow their 
example. It’s a big step between the two levels.  

Is this your first trip down to Raleigh? How have you liked it 
so far? 

I haven’t been to Raleigh before, actually. We haven’t 
explored too much but I’d love to in the next couple of years. 
The facilities the Canes have are unbelievable and I’m trying 
to enjoy myself here. 

You spent time on a line with Nashville prospect Zachary 
L’Heureux this season. Are you going to be a little more 
competitive matched up against him this weekend? 

We grew up playing against each other playing midget 
hockey but it’s been a while. We’re good buddies now, which 
will be different. We text each other a lot so it’ll be fun.  

What are some things that you like to do outside of hockey? 
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For me, I like to golf. I’m a big golf guy and I like to watch it 
as well. I play other sports with my friends in the summer. 
We have a lake house and we’ll go out on the boat and just 
have a good time.  

The prospect showcase kicks off on Saturday at 10 a.m. ET.

 

Prospect Interview: Jack Drury 

Drury is coming off of an impressive season, winning an SHL 
championship and winning Bronze at the World 
Championships. 

By Matthew Somma 

Jack Drury might have been the Hurricanes’ most decorated 
prospect last season. He won a championship while over in 
Sweden, won bronze with the United States at the World 
Championships and was nominated for the SHL’s rookie of 
the year award. I was able to talk to Drury about this past 
season, what he’s looking to accomplish this season and 
more. 

First of all, congrats on winning an SHL championship this 
past season. What went into your decision to play in 
Sweden? 

I think it was unlikely at that time that Harvard was going to 
have a season. Out of all of the leagues that were going to 
play, Sweden was the most likely to have a season. The SHL 
is an incredible league and up there among the best leagues 
in the world. I had an offer and it all fell into place. 

How long did it take for you to adjust to the game over there? 

The first couple of games were an adjustment. It’s 
structurally different and you have to be a little more aware 
and smarter with your positioning. It took a bit of adjusting 
but as every week went by, I grew more confident in my 
skating and hockey sense. 

It seems like once you got your bearings, there was no 
looking back as far as offense was concerned. What 
changed and how did you feel once the bounces started 
going your way? 

I think it was a little bit of confidence. Some of it is that 
hockey is a funny game where nothing is going for you and 
then all of a sudden everything is. Overall, it takes some time 
to gain confidence. The jump from college to pro hockey is 
different so I’m glad I got to do that a year earlier. 

Winning a championship is always special, and getting to do 
it in your first professional season is something even more 
special. What was that moment like for you? 

It’s great. I think the playoff experience was incredibly helpful 
and fun. We had a lot of guys on the team who had been on 
deep playoff runs, so getting to learn and go through that 
process with them helped me mature as a player. It’s a fun 
time of the year and it requires an extra push. Getting to 
learn from those guys was a valuable experience. 

Heading back to North America, you’re looking poised to 
compete for an NHL job this year. What’s the mindset 
heading into the Showcase and training camp? 

It’s exciting. I think I’ve always focused on my process and 
I’m my best when I’m focused on being the best player I can 

be. The closer you get to the NHL the harder it becomes to 
take the next step and everything you do gets more 
important. I’m taking it one day at a time and looking forward 
to taking it to Tampa. We have a close group and we’re all 
looking forward to getting some games in. Keep absorbing 
everything I can and stay as confident as I can. 

You’re one of the “older” guys in terms of prospects this year. 
What sort of responsibility comes with that? 

Treat everyone well and with respect. Make sure they’re all 
involved, ask them questions and more. It’s easier because 
everyone is super nice and that’s a part of the Carolina 
Hurricanes mold. They’re picking character guys and it 
shows. It’s easy to talk to the younger guys because they’re 
so keen to learn. 

What are some of your goals heading into the season? 

I like to keep goals internal and things that I can control. 
That’s how I maintain my confidence and ultimately perform 
to the highest of my abilities. I want to develop that 
unshakeable confidence. My cutbacks need to get quicker 
even though I’ve gotten better. You look at NHL players and 
it’s all about creating separation, so I want to add speed.  

What were some of your favorite things to do when you were 
in college at Harvard? 

I had great teammates at Harvard and a good rooming group 
with my class. We loved going to nice dinners together, 
sitting at the dining hall for hours. I enjoyed walking around 
because Boston is a great college town. My most memorable 
experiences were with my teammates. 

Could you walk us through the contract process? 

I let my agent handle the contract stuff. For me, it’s just play 
the best you can and surround yourself with a support 
system. I had to figure out the avenues I was going to go 
down once I got back to the US and I was excited when I got 
the opportunity. 

Did you do anything fun over the offseason? 

I got to train in Chicago with my brothers, which was fun. We 
got a lot better together. I spent a week in Boston with my 
roommates from Harvard, too. Other than that, it’s mostly 
skating and training. The offseason is where most of the 
work gets done and it’s a good time to regain your focus.  

Finally, what would your goal song be? 

The first thing that came to my head was Rock You Like a 
Hurricane. It’s the walk out song and I want to be a 
Hurricane, so it’s perfect. 

The Hurricanes start off the Prospects Showcase at 10 a.m. 
ET on Saturday.
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State of the Division: Breaking down the Metro’s wingers 

The Metropolitan division is chock full of superstar wingers, 
but how does each team’s depth compare to the Hurricanes? 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes are returning home to the 
Metropolitan Division for the 2021-22 season after winning 
the Central Division title last year. 

The return to the division is also the return of a lot of old 
faces, but still a lot of new ones as well.  

From top-heavy groups with generational talents to more 
balanced teams with unproven youths, the winger depth for 
many Metro teams runs the gambit, but how does it compare 
to the Carolina Hurricanes’ wings? 

Let’s look at the wingers in the rest of the Metropolitan 
division: 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

CBJ 

LW RW 

Patrik Laine Oliver Bjorkstrand 

Gustav Nyquist Jakub Voracek 

Alexandre Texier Emil Bemstrom 

Eric Robinson Yegor Chinakov 

Columbus is projected — by most parties — to finish last in 
the Metropolitan Division and a big part of that is the lack of 
clear superior talent in all three positions.  

However the biggest issue in their forward group is down the 
middle, with the wings actually not being too bad. 

They have an elite sniper in Patrik Laine, but he has seen 
steady regression in the last two seasons and without a clear 
number one center to work with, there’s a big question mark 
in regards to if he will be able to reach his earlier heights. 

While Laine gets a lot of attention, the name that should be 
noted is Oliver Bjorkstrand’s. The Danish winger is a 
criminally underrated player who is strong on and off the 
puck and it’s safe to call him Columbus’ best forward. 

Past those two, Columbus’ middle six is composed of two 
32-year-olds in Gustav Nyquist, who missed all of last 
season but is normally a consistent goal scorer, and Jakub 
Voracek, who has been a 50-60 point player for many 
seasons now. However, both will nonetheless be battling the 
age curve. 

The rest of the middle-six is composed of younger players 
like Alexandre Texier, Emil Bemstrom and Eric Robinson 
who have not been able to take the next step in their 
developments yet.  

The group will more than likely be rounded out by a prospect, 
such as Yegor Chinakov, who could see himself moving 
around the lineup. 

New Jersey Devils 

NJ 

LW RW 

Janne Kuokkanen Yegor Sharangovich 

Pavel Zacha Jesper Bratt 

Miles Wood Tomas Tatar 

Andreas Johnsson Marian Studenick 

The Devils are still another year or two from really 
competing, but if their young players continue to make 
strides, they could quickly become a really good team. 

It’s still up in the air whether or not some of these players 
can be consistent impact players but the potential is there. 

Every winger in their top-nine managed to reach 25+ points 
last season and while there hasn’t been any player who has 
emerged as a true number one winger yet, the consistency 
bodes well for a team looking for balanced offense. 

Jesper Bratt, Janne Kuokkanen and Yegor Sharangovich are 
all only 23 with so much more room to develop, Miles Wood 
has shown a consistent scoring touch and Tomas Tatar has 
been one of the most consistent 5v5 producers the last few 
seasons. 

While Andreas Johnsson has not panned out nearly as well 
for New Jersey, they have a wealth of young prospects who 
can see playing time throughout the lineup this year. 

New York Islanders 

NYI 

LW RW 

Anders Lee Kyle Palmieri 

Anthony Beauvillier Josh Bailey 

Zach Parise Oliver Wahlstrom 

Matt Martin Cal Clutterbuck 

Probably the team with the best depth down the lineup in the 
Metro — outside the Hurricanes — the Isles have put 
together a strong forward group full of veteran presence but 
supplemented with key young contributors. 
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While their biggest offensive strength is their center group, 
their wingers bring so much to the table.  

Losing Jordan Eberle to Seattle hurts their offense, but the 
addition of Kyle Palmieri should help to ease that pain and 
the veteran winger should see a bounce-back year alongside 
a talent like Mathew Barzal and the return of Anders Lee to 
full health certainly won’t hurt either. 

Josh Bailey continues to produce as a strong playmaking 
wing and Anthony Beauvillier has gotten consistently better 
and could see a big year for himself. 

While Zach Parise is far from what he once was, he can still 
chip in offensively, and depth scoring is all he needs to 
provide. And if Wahlstrom continues on a positive 
development trend, it will just keep making the Islanders 
better at winning the matchup battles. 

Then there is the Isles’ identity line of Matt Martin, Casey 
Cizikas and Cal Clutterbuck whose job is to get pucks in 
deep and make opponents’ lives hell. The line has had great 
defensive metrics and finds itself on the scoresheet more 
often than one might think, so it’s always one to keep in 
mind. 

New York Rangers 

NYR 

LW RW 

Artemi Panarin Kaapo Kakko 

Chris Kreider Vitali Kravtsov 

Alexis Lafreniere Samuel Blais 

Barclay Goodrow Ryan Reaves 

It was a surprising offseason for the Rangers in terms of the 
direction they decided to go with their forward group.  

They traded away an all-around top liner in Pavel 
Buchnevich for a much worse player in Sammy Blais and the 
only other forwards they brought in were bottom sixers.  

The Rangers bottom six had largely been ineffective the last 
few seasons, so the addition of Ryan Reaves and Barclay 
Goodrow will make them harder to play against in terms of 
physicality, but New York will be banking heavily on their 
youngsters to carry a large part of the burden.  

Alex Lafreniere, Kaapo Kakko and Vitali Kravtsov will all 
have a lot riding on them with having to carry the middle-six 
scoring and the need for one of them to fill in the top line 
vacancy all while worrying if there will be more growing pains 
ahead. 

The only dependable veteran wingers the Blueshirts will 
have to carry the offensive load will be Chris Kreider — who 
should be able to provide another 20 goal season — and 
Artemi Panarin, who will probably be one of the league’s 
leading scorers again, so a pretty good duo. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

PHI 

LW RW 

Claude Giroux Travis Konecny 

Joel Farabee Cam Atkinson 

James van Riemsdyk Nicolas Aube-Kubel 

Oscar Lindblom Wade Allison 

The Flyers are one of the most unpredictable forces in the 
NHL. One second they look like a top-five team and the next 
they look like they should be picking first overall. As such, it’s 
really hard to predict what they will be this year, but their 
winger depth does give them a lot of potential hope. 

The top line features two players who should have bounce-
back seasons as both Claude Giroux and Travis Konecny 
are high-end talents who can do better than last season 
showed. 

Joel Farabee is the name to watch for though as the Flyers 
showed that they were very high on him, handing out a large 
contract after just one 20-goal season.  

Cam Atkinson was one of the best players in Columbus, 
being an excellent play driver and scorer and, as such, 
should do very well for himself in Philadelphia 

The Flyer group also has some quality middle-six pieces in 
Nicolas Aube-Kubel — a defensive specialist — and Oscar 
Lindblom — an offensive play driver. 

James van Riemsdyk is the biggest question mark for the 
winger group as he can be a 25+-goal player or a 10-15 goal 
player at this age. There is no telling where he will go this 
year. 

The group would also be rounded out most likely by a 
prospect who impresses in training camp. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

PIT 

LW RW 

Jake Guentzel Bryan Rust 

Jason Zucker Kasperi Kapanen 

Danton Heinen Evan Rodrigues 

Zach Aston-Reese Brock McGinn 

The Penguins are racing against time to capitalize on the last 
little bits of impactful hockey Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin 
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and Kris Letang have left and the evidence of consistent high 
finishes has left them lacking young, prospering talent. 

While the talent down the middle is obvious, the Penguins 
are also lacking a lot more on the sides. 

Jake Guentzel is the one exception to that as he’s truly a top-
end scoring talent, capable of scoring 30+ goals as well as 
racking up just as many assists. 

And while there are questions of whether or not Bryan Rust 
would be as successful playing without Crosby or Malkin, the 
fact is that he is a 40-50 point player who provides the team 
with a lot of offense. 

The bigger question marks are with Kasperi Kapanen, who 
has had good flashes while wearing the black and yellow 
sweater but not enough consistently, and Jason Zucker, 
who, on the other hand, has not looked at place in Pittsburgh 
at all.  

If those two can’t get it going for the Penguins, then the team 
could be in serious trouble as the talent really drops past 
those players.  

Danton Heinen was good in Boston, but has really fallen off 
since, and Evan Rodrigues hasn’t shown much outside of 
two seasons of 20+ assists in Buffalo a few years back.  

Then you have Zach Aston-Reese and Brock McGinn who 
are simply defensive specialists without much else. 

Washington Capitals 

WSH 

LW RW 

LW RW 

Alexander Ovechkin Tom Wilson 

Anthony Mantha TJ Oshie 

Conor Sheary Daniel Sprong 

Carl Hagelin Garnet Hathaway 

When your team employs the greatest pure goal scorer in 
hockey history, you’re going to do pretty well for yourself and 
the Capitals still probably have another year or two left in 
their competitive window because of it. 

Alex Ovechkin is still capable of pumping out 30-plus goal 
seasons — which will probably be the case for another few 
years — and that goes a long way for a team. 

And regardless of the fact that he is one of the most 
controversial players in the game, Tom Wilson is still a very 
effective scorer who can hurt a team in multiple ways on the 
ice (so long as he doesn’t get suspended for half a season). 

T.J. Oshie is probably the biggest question mark for the 
Capitals as the winger is rapidly approaching 35 years of 
age. Oshie has been a consistent 20 and 20 player, but his 
age could see a decline in play, however the addition of 
Anthony Mantha will probably make up for any dip in 
production. 

Washington has also found good depth with quality scoring 
coming from both Conor Sheary and Daniel Sprong and 
having two defensive and penalty kill specialists in Garnet 
Hathaway and Carl Hagelin.
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets prospect Gustafsson sees clear path to carving out 
regular NHL role 

 

WINNIPEG -- David Gustafsson doesn’t make a habit of making bold 
proclamations. 

The Winnipeg Jets forward prospect is the type of guy who prefers to let 
his play do much of the talking for him. 

So don’t think of this as a philosophical change, but Gustafsson sees a 
clear path to becoming an NHL regular this fall and he’s planning to do 
everything in his power to accomplish that goal. 

“My approach is that I want to get a spot on the roster. I feel like there are 
a couple of open spots there and I want those to be mine,” said 
Gustafsson. “That’s just what I’m thinking about right now. I want to do 
everything I can to get that spot.” 

Gustafsson carries himself with a quiet confidence, but knows what he 
wants. 

And he’s well-equipped to take the next step in his development. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

After the departure of forwards Mathieu Perreault, Nate Thompson and 
Trevor Lewis in free agency, as well as Mason Appleton in the Seattle 
Kraken expansion draft, there are more spots available on the Jets 
roster. 

While the competition remains stiff, Gustafsson has several things 
working in his favour. 

He’s already got 26 NHL games under his belt, including 22 during the 
2019-20 campaign -- when he somewhat unexpectedly snagged a spot 
as a 19-year-old. 

Although his minutes were limited, Gustafsson started the process of 
earning the trust of Jets head coach Paul Maurice with his defensive 
acumen and intelligence. 

“We’ve liked him from the very first day he stepped on the ice at 
development camp because he can work at a level and smile at the 
same time. That means something,” said Maurice. “He was in such good 
shape and strong enough -- and he liked the work. Positionally, in some 
ways, very similar to Andrew Copp. We didn’t have to show [Copp] any 
video and we haven’t had to show this guy any video. 

“He figures it out and he knows. He sees it once and he goes out and 
does it. He’s got a really high IQ in that part of the game. Some of it, I 
don’t know the answer to. I don’t know. He’s certainly big enough, he’s 
certainly strong enough and he’s smart enough.” 

Gustafsson is an adept penalty killer, which is a feather in his cap since 
Thompson, Lewis and Appleton all contributed to that special-teams unit 
last season. 

While he’s a natural centre with size and ample strength, Gustafsson is 
open to sliding over to the wing if that helps his cause. 

“Of course. Everybody is going to say they can switch positions, as long 
as it means you’re playing in the NHL,” said Gustafsson. “Who wouldn’t? 
I could for sure manage to play on the wing. I’ve played centre most of 
my life, but it’s still forward. I could step out to the wing. There’s some 
different [responsibilities] but I’ve played there before and I will manage 
that.” 

Remaining Time -0:35 

Copp believes Jets 'can go all the way this year' 

Gustafsson, chosen in the second round (60th overall) of the 2018 NHL 
Draft, is coming off a season that included more than its share of ups and 
downs -- both literally and figuratively. 

Not only was he one of the many prospects around professional hockey 
that bounced between the American Hockey League and NHL taxi 
squads (with a few games sprinkled in), Gustafsson wasn’t fully healthy 
when he arrived at training camp in January after suffering an injury while 
playing for Tingsryds AIF - which hindered his ability to challenge for a 
roster spot. 

“Obviously it does. I’m not saying that if I was healthy, I would have a 
spot, but if I come to training camp injured, there’s no way for me to show 
what I’ve been working on and how much better I got. So that was a 
setback,” said Gustafsson. “I don’t know, I feel like I came back strong 
from the injury and did everything I had to do but it’s way better this year, 
when I can come healthy for training camp and give it all I’ve got.” 

Not that he needs any additional motivation in his quest, but watching 
fellow countryman Nils Hoglander enjoy a successful rookie season with 
the Vancouver Canucks resonated deeply. 

“It’s inspiring,” said Gustafsson. “Hoglander is a guy I’ve played with, he’s 
the same age as me and I feel like we’re different kind of players, but if 
he can go in and do that well in his first season, then I feel like I can go in 
and take a spot on the roster for sure. So, it’s inspiring.” 

Remaining Time -1:09 

Why Nate Schmidt is excited to join a 'great' Jets team 

 

Gustafsson, 21, has spent plenty of time during the off-season working 
on his shot and his skating, knowing that extra half step can make all the 
difference. 

“As I talked about before, to be an NHL player, I need to be quicker. I feel 
like I’ve been working on my skating and my quickness all summer, I feel 
like I’m ready for that now,” said Gustafsson. “And then, if I get the 
chance, just show them that I want it. Just go out there and actually play. 
Don’t go out there and be afraid (to make a mistake) and just be out 
there. Go out there and try to make good stuff happen for the team and 
try to show them I want to be out there.” 

Gustafsson has always been known for making the players around him 
better, even though he doesn’t put up eye-popping numbers. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 20, 2021 

 

His offensive game began to shine last season in the American Hockey 
League when he recorded seven goals and 19 points in 22 games and 
now it’s a matter of seeing if that translates to the next level. 

“Two years ago, it was my first season over here [in North America]. I 
stepped into the NHL directly and of course, it was fun and all of that,” 
said Gustafsson. “Obviously my dream coming true, but I was really 
nervous before the games and I didn’t have the confidence I have right 
now.” 
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