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NHL Power Rankings: Top storylines for 2021-22 season (Part 1) 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we begin 
counting down the 30 biggest storylines to watch across the 
league for the 2021-22 season. 

We will look at 10 storylines over the next three Mondays, 
counting down toward the NHL’s biggest storylines. 

We begin today with Nos. 30-21 including the Devils, Elvis 
Merzlikins, the Stars, divisional alignments, and the return of 
fans. 

What stories make the list this week? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

30. Devils taking another shot. Say this for the Devils: They 
are not afraid to try. A couple of years ago they were one of 
the NHL’s busiest teams and attempted to load up with big 
acquisitions like P.K. Subban, Nikita Gusev, and Wayne 
Simmonds coming into join Taylor Hall, Nico Hischier, and 
top pick Jack Hughes. It did not really work. At all. And a lot 
of the players from that team are now gone. But armed with 
a ton of salary cap space this offseason the Devils were 
again fairly busy, making one of the biggest free agent 
splashes of the summer with Dougie Hamilton while also 
adding Tomas Tatar, Ryan Graves, and Jonathan Bernier to 
the roster. 

Will that be enough to make a difference in a tough 
Metropolitan Division? A lot will depend on how big of a jump 
they can get from Hughes, Hischier, and Mackenzie 
Blackwood in goal. 

29. Elvis Merzlikins wants to win Vezina. The Blue Jackets 
were rocked by tragedy this summer when goalie Matiss 
Kivlenieks died in a fireworks accident on July 4. Goaltender 
Elvis Merzlikins credited Kivlenieks for saving his life during 
the incident and has made it his goal to win a Vezina Trophy 
in his friend’s honor. 

“I don’t want to make any promises, but I can tell you … my 
plan is to win a Vezina Trophy,” Merzlikins told The Athletic 
earlier this offseason. “I’m gonna win a … Vezina for him. 
We can’t make promises because this is hockey and we 
don’t know how the season can go, but this is my goal. I 
believe I’m going to reach it.” 

Merzlikins is also honoring Kivlenieks with a new mask 
design. 

28. Old division alignments and playoff format. After a one-
year break the NHL is returning to its normal divisional 

alignments and playoff format for the 2021-22 season. That 
means no more all-Canadian division, the return of the wild 
cards, and no more play-in rounds. 

The 2019-20 playoff format and the 2020-21 season 
produced some wildly unexpected results that almost 
certainly would have never taken place in a normal season, 
from the Blackhawks’ appearance in the 2020 postseason to 
the Canadiens’ stunning run to the 2021 Stanley Cup Final. 
The only major change taking place this season is the 
Coyotes shifting from the Pacific to the Central Division and 
being replaced out west by Seattle. That is bad news for 
Arizona (the Central is far tougher) and good news for a 
Kraken team trying to make an immediate impact in the NHL. 

27. What direction are the Canucks going? One of the more 
confusing teams in the NHL right now. They have a 
sensational young core to build around and they did make 
some intriguing additions this offseason with Jason 
Dickinson and Conor Garland, as well as the arrival of Vasili 
Podkolzin. But the defense still has some major questions, 
and the depth is still a question. They play in the weakest 
division in the NHL which should give them a shot at the 
playoffs, but their ceiling still seems to be a mystery as does 
their overall plan. 

26. Can Dallas rebound? The Stars were knocking on the 
door of the Stanley Cup during the 2018-19 and 2019-20 
postseasons, even reaching the Cup Final in 2020. And then 
things fell apart this past season with a fifth place finish in the 
modified Central Division, keeping them out of the playoffs 
entirely. Injuries played a huge role in that as Tyler Seguin 
and Alexander Radulov both missed almost the entire 
season, completely robbing them of a significant portion of 
their offense. They lost 14 games in overtime or shootout 
(most in the NHL) and missed the playoffs by four points.  

The defense is there, they have the goaltending, and they 
are getting back a healthy Seguin and Radulov. The playoffs 
should be the expectation at a minimum.  

25. Hurricanes goalie swap. The biggest question with the 
Hurricanes always seems to be their goaltending situation. 
Last year they had one of the top team save percentages in 
the league and a Calder Trophy finalist in Alex Nedeljkovic. 
They responded this offseason by completely swapping their 
goalies, trading Nedeljkovic, letting Petr Mrazek walk, and 
bringing in Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta.  
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It was not that long ago that Andersen and Raanta would 
have been one of the NHL’s best goalie duos. But are they 
still capable of that level of play? The Hurricanes are a Cup 
contender, and the play of Andersen and Raanta will play a 
big role in what they are capable of.  

24. Tristan Jarry and Casey DeSmith in Pittsburgh. With 
Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, and Kris Letang another year 
older the Penguins window for contention is inching shut. 
They are not in a position to waste any of their remaining 
seasons. The 2020-21 season has the feeling of a missed 
opportunity given the way they lost in the playoffs with Jarry 
completely melting down in the playoffs. Instead of making 
changes to the position, or bringing in somebody to push 
Jarry, they are sticking with the same goalie duo that was not 
good enough a year ago. The good news is Jarry can not 
possibly play as poorly as he did in the playoffs over a full 
season. He will be better. He is capable of being better. But 
how much better will he be, and will it be good enough? 

23. Robin Lehner takes over as No. 1 in Vegas. It seems this 
is the result the Golden Knights have wanted since acquiring 
him at the 2020 trade deadline. They made him the starting 
goalie that postseason, re-signed him to a massive contract 
that offseason, and seemed prepared to move on from Marc-
Andre Fleury right then and there. Even though Fleury came 

back and reclaimed his starting job and won his first ever 
Vezina the Golden Knights still dumped him in a salary cap 
clearing trade, leaving Lehner is the unquestioned starter in 
Vegas. The Fleury-Lehner duo was the league’s best, and 
now it all falls on Lehner as he takes over for the most 
popular player on the team. On a Cup contender that is a lot 
of pressure and attention. 

22. What is the future of the Wild? The Wild emerged as one 
of the league’s most exciting teams during the 2020-21 
season, due in large part to the arrival of Calder Trophy 
winner Kirill Kaprizov. But contract talks with him have been 
slow, while the Wild are set to begin a three-year stretch 
where buyouts leave them with a significantly reduced salary 
cap number compared to the rest of the league. Can they get 
Kaprizov signed? Can they build a competitive around him? 
Are they positioned to be contenders for the long-term, and 
how does the front office juggle the salary cap situation? 

21. Fans back in most buildings. While some buildings had 
fans for a portion of the 2020-21 season, and some even at 
full capacity, that should be more of the norm across the 
league this season. It will be a drastic change after having no 
fans in the bubble and no fans (especially in Canada) around 
the league for most of the 2020-21 season. 
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NHL futures betting: Analyzing the Metropolitan Division 

By Pete Truszkowski 

Since the NHL realigned their divisions in 2013, the 
Metropolitan Division has arguably been the most 
consistently competitive division of the four.  

Every year it feels like at least six of the eight teams have a 
legitimate chance of making the playoffs. There also hasn't 
been much separation among the teams in the division with 
any contending team capable of finishing atop the circuit.  

Oddsmakers are projecting another tight season for the 
division. Currently at BetMGM, six of the eight teams sit with 
odds between +375 and +650 to win the division.  

Goaltending questions arise 

It's very hard to win in football without good quarterback play. 
The same can be said about baseball and pitching. In 
hockey, that game-changing position is the goaltender.  

There's only one team in this division where I'm completely 
sold on their goaltending. That team would be the New York 
Islanders who gave up just 2.23 goals per game last season. 
Their goalies, Semyon Varlamov and Ilya Sorokin, stopped 
92.1% of the shots they faced. Both goalies return this 
season.  

Carolina received tremendous goaltending last season as 
well, but none of their three goalies from last season are 
returning. Alex Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek and James Reimer 
combined for a +21.8 GSAx (goals saved above expectation) 
last season.  

However, Nedeljkovic is now in Detroit, Mrazek is in Toronto 
and Reimer is in San Jose. They've been replaced by the 
duo of Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. Both 
goaltenders dealt with injuries last season. Andersen lost his 
starting job in Toronto for the playoffs. When they played, 
they had a combined GSAx of -13.06. Carolina currently sits 
as the favorite to win the division at +375, but their 
goaltending is a question mark entering the season.  

Goaltending sunk the season for Philadelphia last year when 
Carter Hart was the worst statistical goaltender in the league. 
Hart was very solid in his first two years in the league, so 
there's hope for a bounce-back campaign for the young 
netminder.  

In Pittsburgh, goaltending was decent enough during the 
regular season. However, Tristan Jarry basically 
singlehandedly lost them a playoff series against the 
Islanders. Will he be able to rebound? 

Young netminders like Igor Shesterkin of the Rangers and 
Ilya Samsonov of the Capitals have shown flashes of talent, 
but there's still more they have to prove.  

Changing of the guard? 

Since 2005, the faces of the NHL have been Sidney Crosby 
and Alexander Ovechkin. They've been among the best 
players in the league and their teams have been among the 
most consistent contenders in the sport. With players like 
Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews taking the mantle, 
are their teams fading out as well? 

Pittsburgh currently sits as the second favorite to win this 
division at +400. Washington sits at +500. The two teams 
finished tied atop their division last season with 77 points.  

The Penguins will have their work cut out for them to begin 
the season. Crosby is likely to miss a few games due to a 
wrist injury. Evgeni Malkin will miss the first few months of 
the season due to a knee injury. The team will rely on 36-
year-old Jeff Carter to carry the load. Carter hasn't reached 
20 goals since the 2016-17 season. Combined with the 
goaltending questions mentioned earlier, Pittsburgh has 
plenty of question marks entering the season.  

As for Washington, there are less questions there in terms of 
injury, but the aging of their core is a valid concern. 
Nevertheless, Ovechkin was still on pace for over 40 goals in 
a full year last year while Nicklas Backstrom played at nearly 
a point per game. They still have something left.  

What's the verdict? 

This division is a real toss-up. I think the Devils will be 
improved, but don't view them as legitimate contenders to 
win this division. Columbus should struggle as they sold off 
many of their top players.  

I believe the Rangers are a fade at their price of +500. This 
team has not shown enough over the past few years to be in 
the company of teams like Washington, Pittsburgh, Carolina 
and the Islanders. It's a young team and I like their new 
coach, but I think the roster actually got worse over the 
offseason with the loss of Pavel Buchnevich. 

Outside of that, I think the prices are fair and most 
importantly, they accurately represent the state of this 
division. It's wide-open and I believe there are five teams 
who can finish any combination of one through five.  

Philadelphia at +650 has potential to look good if Hart 
bounces back and meets his potential. I'd lean toward 
Carolina at +375 or the Islanders at +425 at current prices. 
However, I can't blame someone for going with the known 
commodity in Pittsburgh or Washington at their current prices 
of +400 or +500 respectively.
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The Athletic / Traverse City NHL prospect tournament notes, quotes and 
standouts 

 

By Scott Wheeler 16m ago 

 

More than 100 NHL prospects, five teams (the Red Wings, Maple Leafs, 
Blues, Stars and Blue Jackets) worth of personnel and a league’s worth 
of scouts gathered in Traverse City, Mich., this week for the NHL 
prospects tournament, one of the first events on each new season’s 
calendar. 

I was there for the entire tournament and watched every second of all 
nine games that were played. 

Here are my notes on dozens of the players, some quotes from sources I 
spoke with and my standouts from each team as well as full statistics for 
the event. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Sept. 16 vs. Dallas: 5-4 W 

Sept. 18 vs. St. Louis: 5-2 L 

Sept. 19 vs. Columbus: 7-3 L 

Final record: 1-2 

Standouts 

RW Lucas Raymond (No. 4, 2020): Raymond was as advertised. There 
was the two-on-one one-touch goal and then the post-and-in goal off the 
wall and then the laser beam from the top of the zone with a long-range 
wrister that really stamped the progress he has made as a shooting 
threat. There were times where he dusted off some pucks for a touch or 
two too long, but he also danced some guys, made a lot of soft plays, 
looked really good on the power play, got himself into spots to get a lot of 
touches and didn’t shy away from some pretty physical games. 

LW Jonatan Berggren (No. 33, 2018): Before Berggren got injured, he 
looked really good. His head was always up, he was patient and he 
stretched the ice sideways beautifully. There was sauce to Raymond on 
a goal and a setup to Joe Veleno out of a steal below the goal line out of 
a nice little stop-up into a low-to-high play, all before he got hurt in the 
first period of the Red Wings’ second game. Here’s hoping he’s back at it 

in short order because he has been through enough for a career at this 
point. 

LHD Donovan Sebrango (No. 63, 2020): I wouldn’t go quite as far as 
calling it a statement week for Sebrango, but it wasn’t too far off one. It 
started with him eating some punches in a fight with the Blues’ Brayden 
Guy, but the rest featured strong and improved skating (he covered a lot 
of ground for his partners), great presence out there and smart decision-
making throughout. He looked comfortable in his skin as a polished two-
way guy who plays a mature game. 

LW Kirill Tyutyayev (No. 190, 2019): Tyutyayev was the star in the 
opener and finished the tournament with three points in as many games 
(tied for the Red Wings’ lead) eight shots on goal (alone in the lead, one 
ahead of Raymond and Chase Pearson). His skating looked good, he 
took a defender inside-out and he was noticeable on most shifts. His 
stops and starts in control along the boards to rearrange coverage create 
a lot of space for him. He just always seems to avoid sticks and maintain 
possession. 

C/LW Chase Pearson (No. 140, 2015): As a 24-year-old, Pearson’s a 
player you expect to look good so it’s hard to give him too much credit, 
but he showed good hands for his size, he was excellent below the goal 
line, he was effective in all three games, he looked stronger than 
everyone else and drove back a lot of defenders. Plus he executed a few 
passes that surprised me. 

Other notes 

C Joe Veleno (No. 30, 2018): I think the Red Wings would have liked to 
see Veleno produce a little more than he did, which kept him out of the 
standouts here, but he was really quite noticeable in other ways. He 
played on the interior, pushed tempo, drove through coverage, finished 
his checks and galloped around the ice with that skating stride of his, 
trying to cut through every lane he could (though he often didn’t make his 
way all the way through in possession). He had the puck a lot. 

I also spoke to his offseason strength and conditioning coach, Justin 
Griffin, this week. Here’s what Griffin had to say: “Veleno has changed 
his body in the last two summers so that at the Detroit testing, they were 
kind of joking around like ‘wow, you worked out this summer.’ He didn’t 
really put that much time in the gym when he was younger and once he 
got to the NHL level and they were like, ‘hey, you’ve got to get stronger.’ 
He hasn’t missed one workout six times a week with us the last two 
summers.”  

F Pasquale Zito (No. 166 2021): Zito was a borderline standout. He only 
had one point to show for it in three games, but he was a pleasant 
surprise for a kid who I hadn’t paid a ton of attention to pre-torunament 
due to the OHL’s cancellation a year ago. 
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G Sebastian Cossa (No. 15, 2021): Cossa only played one of the three 
games, so it’s not worth a ton of attention, but he wasn’t at his best, got 
beat five-hole on one goal (which is a minor concern for me at this point) 
and high glove on the rest, stopping 25 of 30 shots for a .833 save 
percentage, though a couple of the goals were point-blank. 

LHD Jared McIsaac (No. 36, 2018): McIsaac was effective all week 
before he left the finale on a stretcher. I just hope he’s OK. That kid has 
been through enough injury-wise. The Red Wings said McIsaac was 
awake and alert and was held in hospital overnight as a precautionary 
measure. 

RHD Oscar Plandowski (No. 155, 2021): Plandowski wasn’t a standout 
per se, but his skating was. It looked really good. Good enough for a 
mention here. He’s quick from a standstill, which allows him to get out 
and apply pressure fast inside the defensive zone when the opposing 
team starts zipping pucks around and someone needs to slow them 
down. He doesn’t stand around and his activity out there had an impact. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Sept. 16 vs. Columbus: 4-3 OTL 

Sept. 17 vs. St. Louis: 4-3 OTW 

Sept. 19 vs. Dallas: 7-3 W 

Sept. 20 vs. Columbus: 7-6 OTL 

Final record: 2-0-2 

Standouts 

LW Nick Robertson (No. 53, 2019): Robertson was consistently the 
Leafs’ most dangerous player offensively throughout the tournament. He 
created from his very first shift and didn’t let up (until he was given a five-
minute major on his very last shift). His energy was ramped up as usual; 
you can see it in the way he creeps into the faceoff circle or the effort he 
displays on the backcheck or steals or some of the second effort plays he 
makes after he loses a battle. There was lots of heel-to-heel. He was all 
over it on the forecheck applying pressure and forcing defenders into 
difficult choices. His curl-and-drag wrister popped. He showed impressive 
touch on some very difficult saucer passes over sticks and bodies. He 
transported a lot of pucks through neutral ice with his feet where he took 
off and created entries himself. My only nitpicks were that he pulled the 
trigger whenever there was an opportunity a little too eagerly and he tried 
too often to force things or be cute with his hands. 

RW Jeremy McKenna (AHL deal): McKenna led the tournament in shots 
on goal with 19 and it showed. He attacked off the rush, looked for his 
chances, went to the front of the net, put three into the back of the net 
and hit a pair of posts. I really liked his aggressiveness in control inside 
the offensive zone. He looked stockier out there, too and played like he 
was ready to take a big step forward with the Marlies.   

C Mikhail Abramov (No. 115, 2019): Abramov finished tied for second in 
the tournament in scoring with six points in four games and his east-west 
vision really distinguished him in the group (though I would have liked to 
see him get off the perimeter a little more with the puck). His skating 
looked breezy and he has this knack for hanging onto the puck until his 
options open up, without hanging onto it too long — and then passing 
around sticks and feet. And when there isn’t a play to make that involves 
hanging onto it, he anticipates the play so well that when he gets the 
puck he can make a quick play. He also looked good defensively, 
stripping several pucks. 

C Semyon Der-Arguchintsev (No. 76, 2018): SDA got better with every 
game — and that’s after scoring in the opener. He looks boxier out there, 
for sure. He played through a lot of contact to hang onto the puck for 
extended sequences and pulled the trigger more aggressively (his 13 
shots finished as the second-most on the team). I thought he was forcing 
it at times instead of playing with that easy comfort that makes him who 
he is, but he was excellent by the time the third game rolled around and 
impactful throughout. 

LHD Matt Hellickson (AHL deal): Hellickson had some people talking. He 
scored three goals on good shots, covered a lot of ground with his 
balanced, wide stride and excelled going backward through his edges to 
play tight gaps. There’s some sloppiness to his touch (he’ll bobble some 
pucks) and I’m not sure his eagerness is matched by his skill but he 
defended some good players one-on-one really well by taking away time 
and space. I actually liked his defensive game more than the four points 
in four games. 

RHD Joseph Duszak (signed): Duszak looked like an offensive 
defenceman who’d won AHA player of the year and had been named to 
the ECHL all-rookie team, but he also defended like one too! My only 
complaint: He needs to use his one-timer a little less. 

Other notes 

RW Braedan Kressler (free-agent invite): Kressler was involved in 
everything. Whenever he was on the ice, he was attacking the middle, 
showing good touch on control and making something happen. He was 
the most noticeable of the Leafs’ free-agent invites. 

RW Colby Saganiuk (free-agent invite): Saganiuk’s quick, agile skating 
really popped through his ability to dice around the offensive zone 
sharply changing directions on his edges. 

LW Ryan Chyzowski (AHL deal): Chyzowski was really good in the 
second game and noticeable overall. He played to the interior, hit the 
post, had several chances and was probably owed a goal or two on his 
nine shots. 

LW Pavel Gogolev (AHL deal): Gogolev didn’t dominate but he played 
with pace in transition and I thought his stride looked really clean, which 
is a good sign for him. 

LHD Lleyton Moore (free-agent invite): I liked Moore’s mobility and 
patience with the puck. 

G Ian Scott (No. 110, 2017): Scott went down early a little too often and 
kicked out a lot of rebounds, but he also flashed his glove, stopped a lot 
of pucks down low and made some difficult reactionary saves on 
rebounds. He’s a bit of an enigma still but it’s nice to see him healthy.  

RHD William Villeneuve (N0. 122, 2020): I noticed Villeneuve a lot. It 
wasn’t always for good reasons but he was very involved. He activated 
early and often, both in joining the rush deep into the zone and looking to 
use his feet to attack off the line instead of catching into a standstill. His 
gaps looked good and crossovers looked smooth through neutral ice 
(though his reads were still iffy and his decision-making still needs a little 
tightening). He made some crafty plays out of his crossovers and his 
control through some difficult skating patterns looked good (which is a big 
deal for him). But it was a roller coaster. 

LHD Matteop Pietroniro (AHL deal): Pietroniro showed more poise under 
pressure and problem-solving through bodies than I remember. He’s 
likely ECHL bound but if the connection to Ryan Hardy and Greg Moore 
keeps him with the Marlies, I could see him as a good, physical third-
pairing guy for them. 

LHD Noel Hoefenmayer (AHL deal): Hoefenmayer did a good job 
manning the point and created a pair of goals with his shot (one which he 
slid off the line to score himself and another sneaking a shot through). 
But his problems are still his problems. When he looked to attack, he 
often waited too long to make his play. His awareness of spacing and 
timing really isn’t great. And though he’s sturdy, he’s got sluggish feet 
and he can look haphazard in his own zone. 

C Curtis Douglas (AHL deal): Douglas’ legs still splay from the knees and 
trail behind his chest but he was actually moving better than I’ve ever 
seen him this week. His 6-foot-8 frame wins a lot of 50/50 bumps to take 
possession, he was a lot to handle when he went to the net (which he did 
often) and he looked comfortable in control as a handler. 

C/LW Cederic Pare (free-agent invite): Pare’s a big kid but he’s got 
smooth hands and a hard wrister, both of which showed. He played hard 
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and physical, made some skill plays, got to the front of the net and drove 
the middle lane to make his presence felt. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Sept. 16 vs. Toronto: 4-3 OTW 

Sept. 17 vs. Dallas: 5-3 W 

Sept. 19 vs. Detroit: 7-3 W 

Sept. 20 vs. Columbus: 7-6 W 

Final record: 4-0 

Standouts 

C Cole Sillinger (No. 12, 2021): I thought Sillinger was arguably the best 
forward in the tournament. He created around the slot with a silky first 
touch into a quick shooting stance. He didn’t shy away physically 
between (or after) whistles. He had the puck on a string in spurts (though 
he’s not always super aware of his surroundings when it is). He was 
excellent in puck protection along the wall. He hustled to create some 
opportunities that didn’t look like they were there. He scored some goal-
scorer’s goals. He showed good instincts on the PK. He stole his fair 
share of puck. He was great. And while his forward skating stride still 
looks a little awkward on the pick-up, he had no trouble getting around 
out there to get his looks. 

RW Yegor Chinakov (No. 21, 2020): Well we know he can sling it! 
Chinakov scored six goals on six clean shots. They came in variety too. 
Pinpoint accuracy. Overwhelming power that you hear when it hits the 
mesh. In motion. Standing still. One-timer. Wrister. It was a clinic in 
natural goal scoring. He also just looked strong on his skates. He looked 
like an NHLer or at least close. 

LW Tyler Angle (No. 212, 2019): Angle was the third-best player on 
Columbus’ top line but he fit in perfectly and made a lot of little plays 
through sticks and into space. 

C Josh Dunne (signed): Dunne looked like a man among boys with his 
size and presence out there. That’s to be expected out of a 6-foot-4 kid 
who has already played NHL games. 

LHD Jacob Christiansen (signed): I thought Christiansen played a smart, 
quick game that made the right decision a lot more often than not. 

RW Tristan Mullin (AHL deal): I liked what I saw out of Mullin. He 
imposed his will on the game physically, created chances, made a couple 
of high-end plays and mixed in a Gordie Howe hat trick. 

Other notes 

RHD Stanislav Svozil (No. 69, 2021): Svozil showed strong control of the 
puck going side-to-side, which he used to regularly side-step and attack. 
His shoulders sway a little too much when he’s pushing forward through 
a long stride but when he’s crossing over and weaving through neutral 
ice he can really build speed. He’s a comfortable skater on his heels, 
pivoting and curling into to space, for sure. I thought he was excellent 
defensively and just shy of standout status. 

I also had a really good chat with Regina Pats head coach and assistant 
general manager Dave Struch about Svozil just before the tournament 
started. Struch and Pats general manager John Paddock caught wind of 
Svozil a couple of years ago and spent a lot of time watching him on 
tape, asking around about him and then eventually recruiting him through 
the CHL Import Draft process, but when they drafted him they had no 
idea if he’d come over. After repeated Zooms throughout last season and 
text exchanges over WhatsApp to check in on him, they got a signed 
commitment and Svozil left for North America on Sept. 11. 

Though there’s a bit of a language barrier still (Svozil needed a translator 
through his agency, Newport Sports, whenever Struch spoke too fast), 
the Pats think his two seasons of pro experience in the Czech Republic 
will help him lead by example in the WHL. 

“I played in Europe so I understand the language barrier and we’re going 
to be very patient with him in terms of the understanding of how to play 
over here, our team game, our systems, all of that stuff. He’s going to 
play lots of minutes for us. Our outlook on him as a player from what 
we’ve seen and heard is that he’s going to become a 200-foot 
defenceman who can play on both sides of the special teams and be an 
important piece in the last minute of periods,” Struch said. 

“He’s very professional and mature young man. The visual already looks 
like he’s a man. He’s a good-sized, mobile defenceman who defends 
very well and handles the puck very well. We’re expecting him to be hard 
to play against but also, when he has the opportunity, to create offence 
and make plays. We’re going to give him every opportunity to make 
mistakes, too. That’s what we believe is the best way to develop, is to 
experience those little failures along the way so that you can learn from 
them. And by all accounts we’ve heard he’s all in.” 

RHD Cole Clayton (AHL deal): Clayton looked confident with the puck for 
how big he is, but he struggles to change directions (which is a problem 
when you’re a defenceman…). 

LHD Ole Bjorgvik-Holm (No. 145, 2020): Holm looks like he has put on 
some serious muscle and it showed. He was physically imposing and 
steady throughout. 

LW Martin Rysavy (No. 197, 2021): Rysavy looked like he belonged. He 
played on the middle of the ice, controlled the puck well and looked for 
his own looks. I’m looking forward to watching him in the WHL this year. 

RW Navrin Mutter (free-agent invite): Mutter’s not particularly talented but 
he’ll strike fear into you, I thought he looked strong over pucks and his 
skating looked lighter than I remember. I wonder if they bring him to 
Cleveland as a bottom-six checking type. 

LHD Tim Berni (No. 159, 2018): I thought Berni’s ability to walk and 
adjust across the line proficiently was noticeable. He was solid. 

LW Cole Fonstad (AHL deal): Fonstad made some really nice plays 
offensively. Some creative passes. Some dashes with his hands. A 
couple of pretty goals, including a beautifully placed shot in the finale. 
Good start to the season for him. That’s what he has to be. 

Dallas Stars 

Sept. 16 vs. Detroit: 5-4 L 

Sept. 17 vs. Columbus: 5-3 L 

Sept. 19 vs. Toronto: 7-3 L 

Sept. 20 vs. St. Louis: 7-3 W 

Final record: 1-3 

Standouts 

C Riley Damiani (No. 137, 2018): Damiani played with a sureness about 
him that screamed “I don’t belong here.” He was made plays in transition, 
found the trailer a few times when it looked like he wouldn’t pick him up, 
skated well (his stride also looked half a step quicker) and executed 
some heady passes through layers. He was their best player on the 
whole. 

C Wyatt Johnston (No. 23, 2021): Given how young he is and his relative 
lack of experience at a level like this, Johnston left one of the better 
impressions on the Stars. His first point was a really lucky goal that never 
should have gone in but he was creating all tournament long, hit a post 
and a crossbar, was one of the best players on the ice in two of his 
games and really popped defensively with all of the little plays he made 
on stick lifts. The puck just finds him. He was their best player after 
Damiani. 

C Mavrik Bourque (No. 30, 2020): Bourque was outstanding, especially 
in the opener (but honestly throughout). I was really impressed by not 
only the maneuverability he showed in possession but his management 
of the puck in control inside the offensive zone and on his cuts and 
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choices in transition as well. He adjusted to pressure beautifully to evade 
checks, looked quick and made a lot of little plays. He played with more 
confidence than he did in Calgary for Canada’s camp earlier this 
summer, for sure. 

LW Riley Tufte (No. 25, 2016): Tufte was one of the Stars’ most 
consistent shift-to-shift players throughout, but it’s hard to give him too 
much credit for that given his age, experience and size. He got to the 
inside, he finished plays around the net and led the team in shots on 
goal. When he was on the ice, it tilted in favour of the Stars.   

C Ty Dellandrea (No. 13, 2018): Dellandrea wore the “C,” played on the 
inside (he goes there every time he catches a puck on the wing), was 
engaged in all of his battles, played smart on the penalty kill (which he’ll 
need to make the Stars) and was particularly good in the second game. 
His skating, in particular, really grabbed my attention. It looks improved. 
He was putting defenders on their heels. I wouldn’t say he was one of the 
best players in the tournament but he was in the second tier. 

LW/RW Logan Stankoven (No. 47, 2021): Stankoven didn’t find the 
scoresheet like he probably hoped he would (until he scored in the finale) 
but I don’t think that took away from a really good showing. He was a 
hound on the forecheck, an ox over pucks for his size, played through 
contact against bigger competition than he’s used to, made some plays 
on the PK, created chances from the slot (at even strength and the power 
play) and just generally kept his feet moving and played with a lot of 
energy. He’s going to endear himself quickly to the Stars. 

LHD Ryan Shea (free-agent signing): Shea was confident in control and 
led his fair share of carries in all three zones, but I was more impressed 
by how good his stick was defensively. He was one of the better Stars 
defenders inside his own zone and I’d bet his possession numbers 
looked good. He was the best player on the ice in the Stars finale, too. At 
24, that should be the bar, but he was great. 

Other notes 

LHD Thomas Harley (No. 18, 2019): It was the usual up-and-down roller 
coaster for Harley. He was extremely active and flowed around the ice 
like only he can when he’s at his best. He did a good job feeding pucks 
into pockets of space, identifying second and third options and made 
some goal-creating plays with his shot and movement on the power play. 
But he also made a lot of mistakes defensively. Like way more than he 
should be at this level. 

C/LW Conner Roulette (No. 111, 2021): Roulette sat out the opener but I 
thought he was good the rest of the way, especially in his debut in the 
second game when he and Johnston looked like the Stars’ best duo 
offensively. He had assists on the first two goals of the game and was 
ironically credited with neither. On the first, he pulled up at the blue line 
and put a puck through to the net to create a goal on his first shift of the 
tournament. Then he set up a second goal with a pair of small-area skill 
plays (one off the boards to himself and another on a little touch pass to 
start a tic-tac-goal) after supporting the play defensively. He looked 
noticeable when he got touches. 

C/LW Jordan Kawaguchi (free-agent signing): I was disappointed by 
Kawaguchi, who wasn’t noticeable. As a 24-year-old who has 
accomplished what he has at the college level, that’s not what you expect 
in a tournament like this. 

LHD Artem Grushnikov (No. 48, 2021): Grushnikov showed well. The 
smoothness of his stride helps him cover a lot of ice, defend the rush and 
activate sporadically. He was efficient, which is what he’s all about. 

LW Francesco Arcuri (No. 175, 2021): Arcuri sat the first game but he 
had the puck a lot in the second game and made some small area plays 
through and around bodies. His hands flashed throughout, though he got 
himself into some trouble trying to do too much with them because his 
skating is clearly a step behind. His pitchfork skating and stunted 
acceleration needs more work but he was good inside the offensive zone 
for a player his age. His hard work paid off with a goal on a two-on-one in 
the finale. 

LW Antonio Stranges (No. 123, 2020): Stranges gonna Stranges. His 
heel-to-heel looks great and opens him up but there was the usual lack of 
positive outcomes out of it. He hustled to create a turnover and set up 
their third goal in the opener but he remains a kid who you notice out 
there without being one who is actually particularly effective. Credit 
where credit’s due though: He was good in the finale and it showed up in 
a nice assist to set up Arcuri. 

C/LW Fredrik Karlström (No. 90, 2016): Karlström was noticeable on the 
puck, staying on it and creating chances early in the tournament, but he 
left me wanting more in his last of the three games. He was staying on 
top of pucks and imposing himself that way but he should have been a 
force in this setting. 

LHD Jacob Holmes (No. 143, 2021): I’ve heard really good things from 
OHL folks about Holmes and he didn’t look out of place as an 18-year-old 
fifth-round pick who hasn’t played hockey in a year. That’s something. 

LW Jacob Peterson (No. 132, 2016): Peterson’s snapper was noticeable 
but I thought he was on cruise control without the puck a little too much 
(which is surprising because that’s not usually the case). 

The goalies: Adam Scheel gave up 11 goals on 35 shots (.686) and got 
the yank twice. Remi Poirier was better and I was impressed by how 
quick his feet were, the way he fought through traffic to find pucks and 
his glove hand. The Stars goalies were a big part of the reason why their 
record was what it was, though. The Stars actually outshot their 
opponents in the tournament. 

St. Louis Blues 

Sept. 17 vs. Toronto: 4-3 OTL 

Sept. 18 vs. Detroit: 5-2 W 

Sept. 20 vs. Dallas: 7-3 L 

Final record: 1-1-1 

Standouts 

LHD Scott Perunovich (No. 45, 2018): If there was an award for the best 
play in the tournament, Perunovich (who played both sides throughout I 
think it should be noted) would have had my vote. You expect him to look 
like a star out there and he did. He dictated inside the offensive zone with 
his control of the puck and his ability to adjust to coverage and find lanes. 
Nobody could take the puck off him and when they tried he’d just step 
past them and create into the space they chased out of. On exits, it was 
wait, wait, wait, boom all week. He sliced up traffic. He had the puck on a 
string. He made plays through seams on most shifts. Even under 
pressure inside the defensive zone with guys all over him and leaning on 
him, he found ways to spin off and create exits with his feet that I thought 
weren’t there. His edgework really popped through his crossovers and 
opening up onto his heels. He shouldn’t be in “has to earn it” territory for 
me. He should be “we have to find a way to make room for him, even at 
the expense of a veteran” territory. 

RW Hugh McGing (No. 138, 2018): McGing ripped a high-glove wrister 
from the left-wing circle on Saturday on the power play. His curl-and-drag 
wrister looked really dangerous too. The puck comes off his blade quickly 
— and with some deception. He’s going to score some goals in the AHL 
in a more prominent role this year, I’d guess. I’m not sure whether he’s 
got NHL upside, but he’s a much better player than his numbers last year 
and it showed. 

C Dakota Joshua (signed): Joshua looked like a 25-year-old playing 
against kids. Between his skating and his strength over pucks, nobody 
wanted to engage him when he had possession along the wall. He did a 
good job applying pressure on the forecheck to force turnovers, too. He’s 
the kind of player who shouldn’t be in this tournament at this stage. 

Other notes 

C/LW Zach Bolduc (No. 17, 2021): Bolduc travelled with the team to 
Traverse City but didn’t play due to injury. It’s been a busy few months 
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for him. There was the draft. Then there was Calgary for Hockey 
Canada’s under-20 camp (where he was tremendous). Then there was a 
blockbuster QMJHL trade that sent him from Rimouski (where he has 
played the last season) to Patrick Roy’s Quebec Remparts. 

I connected with Roy early in the week for his early impressions of 
Bolduc and his decision to trade for him. Here’s what he said: 

“In his midget draft year, we liked him a lot and we thought he was one of 
the top players in that draft but he wanted to keep his options open so we 
decided to draft Nathan Gaucher instead. But we had him very high on 
our list. So we’ve always felt he was a very good fit for us. He’s a very 
skilled player, he’s an excellent skater, he’s got a really good shot, he 
moves the puck well, we felt he could play on our top line with Theo 
Rochette and Christopher Farmer and we were looking for a player who 
could play two years for us. Zach is exactly all of the things we were 
looking for and so far I have been very impressed with him because he’s 
very eager to learn the game, the details of the game and he’s very 
receptive. I like his skating and his passing, he sees the ice very well, but 
he’s a very good shooter above all else. He’s got a very good shot. He’s 
already scoring one-timer goals off side-to-side passes on the power 
play. He can really shoot it.” 

I also asked Blue Jackets prospect James Malatesta, who plays for the 
Remparts and played against Bolduc growing up and with him with Team 
Quebec, for his take on his new junior teammate. Here’s what he said: 

“He’s a great player. I was pumped when I heard the news. I think he 
brings a lot of things to the team. He’s a hard worker who has a lot of 
skill. He’ll help us out on the power play and the PK because he’s just a 
reliable player all around.” 

LW Jake Neighbours (No. 26, 2020): Neighbours spent a good chunk of 
the tournament being a bit of a pest. His skating remains just OK, which 
is a bit of a concern because it’s going to be hard for him to reach his 
potential without a separation gear. He still found ways to keep pucks 
and make things happen on the wall and the interior, but that’s going to 
get harder at higher levels if he doesn’t get a little quicker in short bursts. 

C Tanner Dickinson (No. 119, 2020): His pitch-fork skating stride slows 
him down out there. 

RW Alexey Toropchenko (No. 113, 2017): Toropchenko played with his 
usual rangy speed and looked overpowering physically at times, but the 
lack of results that have always come with his game were also there. 
He’s confounding. He looks good. I’m still not sure he is good. 

C Nikita Alexandrov (No. 62, 2019): Alexandrov was one of the more 
notable names on the Blues roster and he only played in two games; I 
thought he was invisible in his first game and really good in his second. 

RW Mathias Laferriere (No. 169, 2018): Laferriere played physical and 
drove into bodies and space to go right at guys in control, but I was 
expecting a little more from him offensively. His best game was his last. 

C Keean Washkurak (No. 155, 2019): Washkurak surprised me with his 
inventiveness and anticipation. His good lateral skating through side-
steps and fakes with the puck through neutral ice really showed (as it 
usually does) too and he scored off a one-timer. He still has fourth-liner 
written all over him. 

LW Brayden Guy (free-agent invite): Guy was involved in absolutely 
everything. He was hard to miss with his work ethic and the way he 
buzzed around the offensive zone making things happen. As far as free 
agent invites go, I thought he was excellent. 

LHD Tyler Tucker (No. 200, 2018): Tucker found his way into the box too 
much for my liking and crossed the line repeatedly (if there was a shove 
to give or a face to grab, he did). That’s part of this game. He wants to 
play with a certain presence out there. But he needs to be more 
disciplined. When he was, he looked strong and balanced on his skates, 
he took up space and he was effective. 

Tournament statistics  

PLAYER  TEAM   GP   G   A   PTS  
 PLUS/MINUS   PIM   SHOTS   

Dunne, Josh 

CBJ 

4 

3 

4 

7 

6 

9 

9 

Chinakov, Yegor 

CBJ 

3 

6 

0 

6 

1 

0 

13 

Angle, Tyler 

CBJ 

4 

2 

4 

6 

5 

6 

7 

Abramov, Mikhail 

TOR 

4 

1 

5 

6 

0 

6 

4 

Johnston, Wyatt 

DAL 

4 

4 

1 
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5 

4 

0 

11 

Der-Arguchintsev, Semyon 

TOR 

4 

3 

2 

5 

1 

2 

13 

Sillinger, Cole 

CBJ 

3 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

12 

Damiani, Riley 

DAL 

4 

1 

4 

5 

-5 

4 

11 

Duszak, Joseph 

TOR 

4 

1 

4 

5 

4 

10 

5 

Perunovich, Scott 

STL 

3 

1 

4 

5 

1 

2 

9 

Christiansen, Jacob 

CBJ 

4 

0 

5 

5 

3 

2 

14 

Tufte, Riley 

DAL 

4 

3 

1 

4 

3 

7 

14 

McKenna, Jeremy 

TOR 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

19 

Matt, Hellickson 

TOR 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 

0 

4 

Malatesta, James 
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CBJ 

4 

3 

1 

4 

4 

9 

12 

Robertson, Nick 

TOR 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

17 

11 

Douglas, Curtis 

TOR 

4 

1 

3 

4 

2 
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The Athletic / Pronman: Which NHL prospects stood out at their rookie 
tournaments? 

 

By Corey Pronman Sep 21, 2021 

 

I spent two days at the Traverse City prospects tournament and then two 
days at the showcase in Arizona. Here are some of the players I thought 
impressed as NHL training camps prepare to get underway. 

Yegor Chinakhov, RW, Columbus 

Chinakhov’s game can be sleepy at times, but when he has the puck on 
his stick in the offensive zone his shot is a differentiator and he showed 
numerous times how he can beat goalies from range. He has good 
hands and vision to go with the shot. I don’t love his speed but he 
showed a few good instances when he turned the corner on defensemen 
on controlled entries to maintain possession and help his team set up 
that was intriguing. He’s going into main camp with a very strong 
prospect camp showing to make the big club. 

Cole Sillinger, C, Columbus 

Sillinger showed a lot of the reasons why he was a top-15 pick. He had 
flashes of the skill, playmaking and shot aspects of his game that can 

create offense, but it’s the puck game combined with his physicality that 
gets scouts excited. He’s constantly involved in contact and isn’t fun for 
opponents to play against. His skating remains a concern but the other 
elements of his game pop. 

Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas 

Johnston’s game isn’t overly flashy but I thought he was quite effective. 
He has good hands and playmaking ability, but I liked how he was able to 
create offense around the high-percentage areas, and showed a good 
work ethic away from the puck. His skating isn’t ideal but his smarts and 
compete allow him to accomplish a lot. 

Logan Stankoven, RW, Dallas 

Stankoven didn’t score much in the games I was at but he was involved a 
lot in the play in a positive manner. He showed a great stick, he made 
plays and got a lot of scoring chances. His size (5-foot-8, 170 pounds) 
and speed are always issues when watching him, but Stankoven has a 
high motor and won a surprising amount of battles versus bigger players. 

Scott Perunovich, LHD, St. Louis 

I only saw one game of Perunovich but in that game, he did what you 
expected. His skating and vision stood out, he was able to make 
offensive plays from both ends of the ice and didn’t have issues 
defensively. He was an older player for a prospect tournament, so while 
it’s great he stood out, he was arguably the best defenseman I saw over 
the weekend. The real test for him will be versus older pros once he gets 
to main camp and preseason games. 

Nicholas Robertson, LW, Toronto 

Robertson was good, not great, but he was Toronto’s best player in the 
games I watched. He has great stick skills and it was obvious when the 
puck was on his stick with the individual plays he can make while also 
showing good distributing ability. He competes hard and played with 
courage in the hard areas of the ice. His skating still looks funky, but I 
thought the pace of his game was solid, he was often the main puck 
carrier up the ice for Toronto and the speed of the level didn’t seem like 
an issue for him even if it will never be his strength. 

Kirill Tyutyayev, LW, Detroit 

I was at the first Detroit game where Tyutyayev had two goals and an 
overall strong performance. He was a later draft pick a few years ago and 
when I’ve circled around to him, I’ve thought he was a dime a dozen 
small, skill guy who doesn’t skate well. The size/skating still concerns me 
but what impressed me at the game other than his hands and 
playmaking was his work ethic. Tyutyayev competed hard off pucks to 
create pressure, force turnovers and one of his scoring plays was off a 
hard drive to the net versus a much bigger defender that he got to the far 
post on. At the minimum, he put himself on the radar to monitor in the 
AHL this season. 

Daniil Chayka, LHD, Vegas 

Chayka was solid in my viewing, showing a steady two-way game. His 
size and skating allowed him to make defensive stops, while also 
showing some confidence to skate pucks up ice and try to create some 
offense with his feet and skill. He’s not the most dynamic offensive type 
but he showed enough creativity that you think with his athletic assets, he 
has the goods to become a useful NHL defenseman with time. 

Jamie Drysdale, RHD, Anaheim 

Drysdale was impressive versus men as an 18-year-old in the AHL and 
NHL last season so it’s not a shock to see him do well at a prospect 
showcase. He did what you expected him to do. He was the best pure 
skater on the ice at any time, showing the elite edgework to create space 
for himself and the speed to push the pace when needed. He’s not an 
elite skill type but he can move the puck and be creative with the puck as 
a passer. 

Dylan Guenther, RW, Arizona 
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I wouldn’t say Guenther was a true standout, but he was Arizona’s best 
player. With his length, feet and puck skills he was one of the only 
players who could generate clean entries. His shot led to several goals 
from range. I also liked his work ethic as his off-puck versatility is an 
important part of his game to go with the scoring. 

Alex Turcotte, C, Los Angeles 

Turcotte was the Kings’ most consistently noticeable player in the game I 
watched. He was in on a lot of puck battles, doing a good job of winning 
battles versus bigger players and creating back pressure to force 
turnovers. He combined that by making a good number of offensive plays 
and having solid pace to his game. He made a solid case for himself 
going into main camp. 

Daniil Gushchin, LW, San Jose 

Gushchin was the best forward for the Sharks in the one game I saw him 
in. He showed a lot of speed and playmaking ability and overall was 
making plays with pace. He’s not the biggest guy around, but his skating 
ability to go with his skill and shot gives him a real chance to play NHL 
games. 

Ozzy Wiesblatt, RW, San Jose 

Wiesblatt showed strong all-around play. He displayed skill and 
playmaking but it was his great skating and work ethic that made him 
noticeable. He was engaged in the play, didn’t shy from contact and was 
able to create in the hard areas. 

Jean-Luc Foudy, C, Colorado 

I’ve been up and down on Foudy over the years but I thought this camp 
was one for the positive side of the ledger for him. Foudy’s skating is a 
difference-maker for him. He could create separation off a standstill and 
beat guys wide consistently at this level. I’ve found his game to be too 
perimeter at times but he was making tough passes off the perimeter to 
create offense and occasionally did take pucks to the net. 
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The Athletic / Ranking the top 20 Calder Trophy candidates for the 2021-
22 NHL season 

 

By Scott Wheeler Sep 20, 2021 

 

Another NHL season is suddenly around the corner and with it comes a 
new group of young talent primed to break into the league. 

Though the 2021 NHL Draft likely won’t even produce a single NHL 
player this season (a real rarity), this year’s rookie class shapes up as an 
exciting one. 

For the fourth year in a row at The Athletic, this is my ranking of the top 
20 Calder Trophy candidates. This list differs from my annual top 50 
drafted prospects ranking because it has to broaden its scope beyond 
projecting players into the future to consider their circumstances in the 
present, weighing their likely role and production for only this season. My 
work usually consists of only my own assessment of a player’s talent and 
upside, with very little attention paid to their trajectory, minutes, their 
team’s depth chart and the rest. Here, there’s greater emphasis placed 
on a young player’s likely counting stats for this season (which, whether 
we like it or not, drives awards voting). This is meant almost as a tutor for 
fantasy hockey managers to fill in the gaps that Dom’s fantasy 
projections have trouble modeling for young players. 

The criteria for inclusion here also differs from the one I use for my own 
prospects work. In my other work, I don’t use the Calder Trophy’s 

definition of a rookie because I find it too rigid in some ways (the 25 
games played cutoff) and too loose in others (the Calder’s age criteria is 
under 27, which does not align with what aging curves tell us about when 
a prospect is done being a prospect). As a result, Kings signee Vladimir 
Tkachyov, who I would not normally consider a prospect, remains eligible 
for the league’s top rookie award this season (and for this list) at the age 
of 25. 

1. Cole Caufield, RW, 20 (Montreal Canadiens — 15th overall, 2019) 

I debated each of the first three names on this list for pole position but I 
always seemed to come back to Caufield. He played 30 NHL games last 
season, which would normally preclude him from rookie status, but 
because 20 of those games came in the playoffs, he remains eligible. We 
saw in those games, when he started to play regularly and shoot the 
puck a little more, that he was one of the Canadiens’ best forwards. He’s 
bound to end up with a good linemate on his opposite wing, where the 
Habs now have strong depth with Mike Hoffman, Jonathan Drouin and 
Tyler Toffoli. And while they’re decidedly thinner down the middle, he’s 
likely going to get to play with one of Nick Suzuki (who he has already 
shown real chemistry with) or the newly acquired Christian Dvorak as his 
center, on top of the power play usage he’s guaranteed to get. His puck 
luck will probably determine where he lands in the Calder race, but if he 
can shoot at the 13.3 percent rate he did a year ago and generate the 3.0 
shots per game he did, that’s a 33-goal clip across 82 games without 
accounting for any uptick in the 13:58 per night he averaged or any 
progression in terms of his level of play. Even if he’s closer to 10 percent 
on the year, he’s still probably going to have 25-plus goals. That’ll put in 
him range. 

2. Trevor Zegras, C/W, 20 (Anaheim Ducks — 9th overall, 2019) 

Zegras’ 24 games with the Ducks last season left him one game shy of 
not being eligible for rookie status this year. Once he got comfortable in 
those minutes, he looked like himself out there too, producing 13 points 
(a 44-point, 82-game pace) while shooting just 5.7 percent on 2.2 shots 
per game (which was nice to see, because I was worried he wouldn’t pull 
the trigger as much as he should as he tried to acclimatize himself). I 
think his outcomes will be heavily influenced by whether or not he plays 
down center or the wing, though. It sounds like center is the more likely 
outcome, which is big. Because the Ducks are stronger on the flanks 
than they are down the middle, he’ll get to play with slightly better 
linemates (and slightly higher in the lineup) as a result, and he needs to 
get as many touches as he can so that he can build the confidence and 
creativity at the NHL level that has made him who he is at every other 
level he’s ever played at. And while the Ducks aren’t going to be good, 
neither is the Pacific Division. If Zegras can play with two of Maxime 
Comtois, Adam Henrique, Rickard Rakell, Jakob Silfverberg or Troy 
Terry (assuming Terry takes a step) in a top-six role that also comes with 
PP1 duty, he’ll be in nice shape. And all of that seems likely. 

3. Moritz Seider, RHD, 20 (Detroit Red Wings — 6th overall, 2019) 

I think there are decent odds Seider is the most impactful rookie in the 
NHL this season and doesn’t win the Calder. That’s because the reality is 
that defensemen rarely win the award. In fact, in the 88 times the award 
has been handed out, it has been given to a defenseman just 12 times. 
So defensemen represent 33 percent of the players in the NHL but have 
won just 14 percent of the rookie of the year awards, including just two 
times in the last 11 seasons (Cale Makar in 2020 and Aaron Ekblad in 
2015). Traditionally, when defensemen do win it’s typically because their 
counting stats really pop (Makar had 50 points in 57 games in a 
pandemic-shortened season at the high end and Ekblad scored 12 goals 
and 39 points as a bare minimum). And while I think Seider’s likely going 
to put up point totals around that Ekblad season (though probably not 
from a goal-scoring point of view) throughout his career, I’m not 
convinced he’ll do that right out of the gate. I expect him to be really good 
in Detroit this year. He’s going to get to play, probably a lot, and he’s 
going to thrive no different than he did at world championships (or in the 
SHL, AHL and DEL before them). But goals are still going to be hard to 
come by for the Red Wings and that will impact him, rightly or wrongly, in 
the Calder race. 
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4. Spencer Knight, G, 20 (Florida Panthers — 13th overall, 2019) 

Knight impressed in his first six NHL games late last season and into the 
playoffs. He’s going to be a part of the Panthers’ tandem this year and 
he’s got the talent to put up the kind of numbers that are needed to win 
the race. If Sergei Bobrovsky can’t get things back on the rails at 33 after 
two down years, Knight could get even more opportunity as well. But he’s 
also 20, goalies — even with Knight’s track record — are hard to be sure 
about, and Bobrovsky’s cachet and experience will likely prevent him 
from playing too much. He’s a threat for the award behind what should be 
a strong Panthers team, though. If you’re reading this for fantasy 
purposes, I wouldn’t shy away from taking him as second or third goalie 
over some more established veterans in a non-keeper league either (and 
obviously much higher than that in a keeper setting). Dom’s rankings 
have him 41st among goalies and that’s the right range anecdotally for 
me, but I’d sooner take him than some of the names ahead of him, 
including Craig Anderson and Joonas Korpisalo. 

5. Jeremy Swayman, G, 22 (Boston Bruins — 111th overall, 2017) 

Swayman’s not the biggest name on this list but after an excellent college 
career, he was brilliant in his first year professionally last season split 
between the AHL and the NHL and he’s expected to tandem with Linus 
Ullmark this year. Ullmark was signed to be the guy, though. Teams don’t 
give a goalie $5 million a year on term to be a backup. But if Swayman 
can play well enough to make it close to an even split, he might have a 
chance at the Calder. And if an injury happens, suddenly he could be the 
Bruins’ No. 1. 

6. Quinton Byfield, C, 19 (Los Angeles Kings — 2nd overall, 2020) 

Byfield’s a wild card in this field, because Anze Kopitar and now Phillip 
Danault are locked in down the middle for the next three years, and the 
Kings have good options in Blake Lizotte and Gabe Vilardi (though both 
of them can also play the wing). But Byfield’s development has to be the 
focus and supersede the priorities, frankly, for each of those players. This 
year, that should probably mean trial by fire as the third-line center and 
regular usage on the man advantage. If he gets that, the talent could take 
over. More time in the AHL — and even an appearance at the world 
juniors — aren’t completely out of the question but he should get an 
opportunity to stick. 

7. Shane Pinto, C, 20 (Ottawa Senators — 32nd overall, 2019) 

There are more talented players below Pinto on this list, but it’s hard to 
ignore the opportunity he’s going to get in Ottawa. Josh Norris is going to 
be the 1C but after that, it’s fair game and the minutes and offensive 
opportunities with some of the roster’s better wingers are likely up for 
grabs. It’s not hard to imagine Pinto lining up with two of Tim Stützle, 
Drake Batherson and Connor Brown (assuming Brady Tkachuk plays 
with Norris) while playing on the second power play. He showed well 
whenever I watched him down the stretch in Ottawa last year. The 
numbers bore that out and his two-way value and faceoff acumen will 
earn him minutes that players his age typically don’t. While 40-something 
points is likely his ceiling as a rookie and that’s not typically enough for 
top-of-ballot Calder buzz, if he’s as good defensively as he’s capable of 
being and voters can recognize that, he might put himself in the 
conversation. 

8. Jamie Drysdale, RHD, 19 (Anaheim Ducks — 6th overall, 2020) 

In a small survey of NHL scouts for this list, Drysdale’s name came up 
frequently outside of the non-Caufield/Zegras/Seider group. More 
frequently than his eighth-place slotting here indicates. There’s big belief 
out there in his talent level, his skating, his on-ice decision-making and 
reads and the opportunity that he’s going to get to be a regular in 
Anaheim’s top six. But I do still have some worries about what an 82-
game schedule will look like for him and his ability to defend against the 
game’s best. I think he’s going to get there in time, but there are going to 
be some growing pains in his defensive game at the NHL level. And 
rightly or wrongly, if his minus column starts to rack up, his odds at 
garnering enough votes will suffer, even if he has a 30-something-point 
season offensively (which I think is possible). 

9. Anton Lundell, C, 19 (Florida Panthers — 12th overall, 2020) 

You can count on one hand the number of players on this list who’ve got 
a pro track record that can stand up to Lundell’s. I know they love him in 
Florida and he wouldn’t have come over, when he could have stayed in 
Liiga, if he was just going to play in the AHL this year. There’s also a 
third-line center job that’s available for the taking in Florida behind 
Aleksander Barkov and Sam Bennett. I wouldn’t bet against him grabbing 
it (over Noel Acciari) and even challenging Bennett for minutes and some 
of the better linemates as the season progresses. Lundell has all of the 
makings of a player who is ready to put up 40-plus points. He’s going to 
be an excellent all-situations 60-point player in his prime, too. Book it. 

10. Alex Newhook, C, 20 (Colorado Avalanche — 16th overall, 2019) 

I think the first eight names on this list are probably the consensus front-
runners if you will (though they’d be ordered differently depending on 
which scout you ask). So this is the point in the ranking where personal 
belief starts to take over. I wouldn’t call these players dark horses (some 
of them have serious star potential) but more is going to have to go right 
for each of them to have the kind of season that is required. Loyal 
readers will know that I’m a huge fan of Newhook. He’s got the 
athleticism (!), talent, speed (!) and build to fit right into that Avs group, 
play with a ton of pace and energy, contribute in a depth role to start and 
then potentially work his way up the lineup or take advantage of an 
opportunity when injuries arise. His versatility should help him stick at 
either of center or the wing (especially because he’s a lefty, where the 
Avs are a little thinner), too, and though he’s challenged by the depth 
inside Colorado’s top six, there may be a spot on the third line for him 
and he’s got 20-20-40 upside in that kind of a role. 

11. Matt Boldy, LW, 20 (Minnesota Wild — 12th overall, 2019) 

Boldy’s an interesting one because his roster spot isn’t guaranteed but 
there are a couple of openings in Minnesota and if he can grab one right 
away instead of starting in the AHL (both of which are well within the 
realm of possibility), I think his ceiling as a first-year player is as high as 
just about anyone’s on this list. He’s got the size-skill-intelligence trifecta 
in spades, he can be relied upon at both ends and he’s the kind of winger 
who is going to be able to play with any center. I honestly don’t think 40-
50 points and an immediate impact as one of the Wild’s better forwards is 
out of the question for Boldy but he’s going to have to earn minutes first 
and there’s risk that comes with that when you’re doing a list like this (or 
drafting for a non-keeper fantasy league, where you’re probably better off 
just waiting to see what happens in the first month). 

12. Philip Tomasino, C/RW, 20 (Nashville Predators — 24th overall, 
2019) 

How long have we been talking about the Preds’ need for a skill injection 
into their forward group? Well, Tomasino might give them that and it 
sounds like he’s going to be afforded an opportunity to do so. The stars 
are aligning for him to have a good rookie season in ways that they may 
not for many of these others. And then on top of that, he has earned it 
with his play last year with the Chicago Wolves, who he led in scoring as 
a rookie in the AHL. He can also play two forward positions, which should 
make finding him an opportunity that gets the most out of his skill level 
more likely. He’s not promised anything, but a good camp should secure 
a top-nine role for him in Nashville. 

13. Nils Lundkvist, RHD, 21 (New York Rangers — 28th overall, 2018) 

Lundkvist has some of the better pro experience on this list but it has all 
come in Europe and that may, by default, mean that there’s a bit of a 
feeling out process for him and for the team’s knowledge of how best to 
use him. But by all accounts, there’s a job that has been lightly penciled 
as his on the third pairing. If he can stick in that job without a bump in the 
road significant enough to result in an AHL demotion at any point, I 
expect him to contribute offensively at even strength, get spot usage here 
or there on PP2 and maybe more in case of injury and prove himself as a 
reliable enough defender. 

14. Bowen Byram, LHD, 20 (Colorado Avalanche — 4th overall, 2019) 
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Byram, like Byfield, is a bit of a wild card here. There aren’t many places 
in the league where offensive roles are harder to come by than the Avs’ 
blue line. Getting power play time means fighting with Makar, Devon 
Toews and Samuel Girard. And he’s going to need power-play time to 
have the kind of season that gives him a shot. But there are also benefits 
to playing in Colorado, including an up-tempo style that suits him and a 
strong forward core that he’s going to get to play with in a likely third-
pairing role at even strength. Byram’s got some dynamism to his game 
that will allow him to contribute offensively. Once the minutes and 
confidence come, watch out. But will they come this year? 

15. Vladimir Tkachyov, LW/RW, 25 (Los Angeles Kings — undrafted) 

Tkachyov’s an anomaly in age (he’ll be 26 on Oct. 5) and draft status. 
And it wasn’t for lack of exposure. He was a talked-about prospect in 
Russia growing up and spent two productive seasons in the QMJHL 
when he was repeatedly passed over (including after a trip to the 
Memorial Cup). Now, after five full seasons in the KHL (which included a 
rookie of the year award and two all-star appearances), he’s earned his 
NHL opportunity. I don’t expect him to light it up, and his contract is 
waiver exempt so the AHL isn’t out of the question, but he’s a slick, 
motivated, talented, high-energy player who had suitors and didn’t sign a 
one-year deal to come over here and sit in the minors. 

16. Victor Soderstrom, RHD, 20 (Arizona Coyotes — 11th overall, 2019) 

The Coyotes are going to be terrible. We know this. On one hand, that’s 
going to make everyone, from their best players to rookies like 
Soderstrom, look bad. On the other, there are no reasons not to play him, 
challenge him and put him in a role that encourages him to succeed and 
develop. That’s the stage they’re in as an organization and not all of the 
players on this list are going to be as lucky, because some of them are 
playing on teams that have to win games. Soderstrom’s skating and 
smarts are already NHL level. Now it’s just about reps. I’d bet he has a 
decent year, even if some of the circumstances prevent him from having 
a glossy one. 

17. Vasili Podkolzin, RW, 20 (Vancouver Canucks — 10th overall, 2019) 

It sounds like Podkolzin is going to get a look inside the Canucks’ top 
nine this year. So his low(ish) ranking here has less to do with 
circumstances than it does with some of the remaining reluctance I still 
have in his immediate upside. Podkolzin’s game is built for the NHL and 
that’s going to make him a very effective player in the prime of his career. 
But I don’t think the counting stats are ever going to really reflect how 
impactful he is and that matters in an exercise like this. 

18. Joe Veleno, C/LW, 21 (Detroit Red Wings — 30th overall, 2018) 

The Red Wings have a handful of rookies who are going to get to 
audition at some point this year but Veleno feels like the most likely of 
that group not named Seider to spend the full year with the NHL club. 
That’s likely going to be in a bottom-six role, which will limit his ability to 
produce, but I expect him to have a modestly successful first full NHL 
season, contribute in line with his minutes and begin to establish himself 
as a part of the future in Detroit. At this point on the list, that’s enough to 
warrant inclusion. 

19. Marco Rossi, C, 20 (Minnesota Wild — 9th overall, 2020) 

I think Rossi’s going to play more than 25 games this season, which will 
make it his Calder season one way or another. And while I wouldn’t be 
surprised in the least if he wowed the Wild in camp and played the full 
year in the NHL, I suspect the much more likely outcome is that he 
begins in Iowa in the AHL so that he can build some confidence and get 
reps in an important role. Given everything he has been through, that’s 
probably the prudent play. I wouldn’t count on him being down there for 
too long, though. The coaching staff with the big club are going to fall in 
love with him and his ability to do everything a little too quickly for that, 
which will allow him to play in a depth role in the NHL if need be. 

20. Grigori Denisenko, LW/RW, 21 (Florida Panthers — 15th overall, 
2018) 

Denisenko’s another one who I’d guess splits the year between the NHL 
and the AHL. But he showed well enough in his first audition last year to 
make me wonder whether he might find a way to stick around full-time. 
Those four points in seven games with the Panthers were enough for him 
to round out this list over some players I’m higher on who’ve yet to have 
that first cup of coffee. 

Twelve honorable mentions 

The following players, sorted alphabetically, are worth keeping an eye on 
but are likely to spend too much time in the AHL/depth roles to factor into 
the Calder Trophy race. I considered each for the back end of this list but 
after conversations with our beat writers and some sources as well as my 
own evaluation of their likely opportunities and/or their readiness, I 
decided to omit them.  

Jonatan Berggren, LW, 21 (Detroit Red Wings — 33rd overall, 2018) 

Thomas Harley, LHD, 20 (Dallas Stars — 18th overall, 2019) 

Ville Heinola, LHD, 20 (Winnipeg Jets — 20th overall, 2019) 

Zac Jones, LHD, 20 (New York Rangers — 68th overall, 2019) 

Arthur Kaliyev, LW,  20 (Los Angeles Kings — 33rd overall, 2019) 

Peyton Krebs, C/LW, 19 (Vegas Golden Knights — 17th overall, 2019) 

Connor McMichael, C, 20 (Washington Capitals — 25th overall, 2019) 

Cole Perfetti, C/LW, 19 (Winnipeg Jets — 10th overall, 2020) 

Lucas Raymond, RW, 19 (Detroit Red Wings — 4th overall, 2020) 

Lukas Reichel, LW, 19 (Chicago Blackhawks — 17th overall, 2020) 

Nick Robertson, LW, 20 (Toronto Maple Leafs — 53rd overall, 2019) 

Cole Sillinger, C, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — 12th overall, 2021) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Drouin easy to root for in comeback from 
anxiety, insomnia 

 

Eric EngelsSeptember 21, 2021, 12:27 AM 

 

“We in the media don’t root for teams, but we do root for people.” 

Our own Jeff Marek likely borrowed this line from someone, but he’s 
repeated it often to Elliotte Friedman on 31 Thoughts: The Podcast and 
it’s resonating with me right now. 

I’m sure I won’t be the only reporter rooting for Jonathan Drouin this 
season. In exclusive interviews with RDS and TVA Sports that aired 
Monday night the 26-year-old opened up about anxiety and insomnia that 
plagued him for years before it became insuppressible and had him 
decide to step away from hockey last April. He said that, now that he’s 
prepared to return, all he wants is to do is play the game and enjoy it, 
and as someone who’s gotten to know Drouin -- not as well as his friends 
and family, but as well as he’s allowed reporters to know him -- I 
sincerely hope he gets what he wants. 

I’m not just rooting for him, but also for every player who has dealt with 
similar issues and faced them head-on. It takes a great deal of courage 
to acknowledge a problem exists and even more to open up about it, and 
if we’re not behind the people who exhibit that type of courage, we’re 
only exacerbating the problem. 

Drouin made the harder choice back on April 23, but he said he’s better 
for it now. His anxiety and insomnia had gotten to a point where it was 
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making him physically ill. Rather than continuing to internalize it, he 
decided it was time to do something about it. 

“I’m very happy I did it,” he said. 

I hope he’s happy he talked with Chantal Machabee, Renaud Lavoie and, 
consequently, Canadiens fans across the country about what he went 
through. I hope he’s as at peace with it now, and feeling as good and as 
healthy as he appeared in the interviews. 

“I played with it for several years without really knowing what it was,” he 
told Machabee. “Even in my first years, when I was dealing with my 
anxiety problems, it was difficult for me to speak to someone about it and 
to get help. I wasn’t even sure what the problem was or didn’t recognize 
it. But last year, it clicked, and I went to get help and some people to 
support me. 

“Now I understand what’s happening. I understand the little moments 
when you feel anxiety and things like that. So, I’ve taken care of it and 
know how to handle it now.” 

If that propels Drouin to the best season of his career, that’s a story I’d be 
thrilled to cover. 

I took no joy from the one that left him on personal leave from the 
Canadiens for undisclosed reasons and for an indeterminant period of 
time, and I know none of my colleagues did either. 

It was 44 games into last season that Drouin stepped away from his 
biggest passion and left everyone concerned for his health. The weeks 
leading up to his pause were as unpleasant as any he had lived in his 
tumultuous four years with the Canadiens -- mired in a terrible slump, at 
odds with the media, visibly unhappy -- and it was obvious. 

It was easy to assume when Drouin took a leave of absence that he was 
dealing with something more serious, and now we know he was. 

“I wasn’t in rehab,” he told Machabee. “I didn’t read social media, so I 
don’t know what the rumours were, but I didn’t have a drug or alcohol 
issue. It was really just problems with anxiety and insomnia.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Drouin told Lavoie they got worse with each passing day of his 
pandemic-restricted existence. 

“There were times we were stuck in our hotel rooms four, five days 
straight, never going out. It didn’t help,” he said. “I had these issues for 
many years before the pandemic hit, but it definitely exacerbated this 
whole situation.” 

Until it became untenable. 

“I got out there for warmup (on April 23, in Calgary) and I had no energy 
to play hockey, no strength in my body, and wasn’t well mentally,” Drouin 
said. “It was really there that I took a decision to step back from hockey, 
take care of myself and ask for help.” 

It was four days later that Drouin flew back to Montreal with the 
Canadiens and informed coach Dominique Ducharme he was taking a 
leave of absence. 

“I had tears in my eyes,” he told Lavoie. “It wasn’t like I had just played 
10 games; I had played (44) and we were two weeks away from playoffs. 
It was difficult for me to leave the group right before the playoffs. 

“It’s what you play hockey for and what you go through the whole season 
for, but I hit a wall where hockey wasn’t working for me and it wasn’t fun. 
So, it was time to step back and enjoy life a bit more.” 

When asked if he had any doubts in his decision while the Canadiens 
were making their way through the playoffs, Drouin cited the support he 

received from GM Marc Bergevin, Ducharme, the coaching staff and his 
teammates as reasons he didn’t. 

“I was tempted to come back right away,” Drouin added. “Even right after 
I stopped, I went to go see some psychologists and was feeling good. 
But I also knew that even if I was feeling well, there were many steps to 
take before getting back to hockey and getting back in the entourage of 
the team. 

“When I made my decision, I knew I was going to stop playing hockey for 
the year no matter what happened.” 

Still, the Ste. Agathe, Que., native wasn’t as far removed as it seemed. 
He was watching every game, revelling in the good feeling enveloping his 
home province, and staying in touch with his teammates and Ducharme 
throughout the post-season. 

“It was really important when I took my step back to not feel alone in all 
this,” Drouin told Machabee. “I was lucky to have my teammates, 
Dominique and all that; I felt that I was still a part of the team. Obviously 
wasn’t wearing my equipment, and I wasn’t practising or playing in 
games, but I still felt a part of the team.” 

Drouin told Lavoie that he informed Bergevin and Ducharme in July, 
shortly after the Canadiens lost in the Stanley Cup Final to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, that he wanted to continue being part of the team for this 
coming season -- and for years to follow. 

“Marc traded for me four years ago and I still want to show Marc and 
everyone else why he traded for me,” Drouin said. “I’ve had good years 
and bad ones with the Canadiens, but I wanted to stay here. I want to 
stay with the Canadiens. My coach is here, and he’s an extraordinary 
coach, so it’s easy for me to come back and play here.” 

It’s a challenge Drouin said he’ll approach differently this time around. 

“I think it’s less nerves, but more just go enjoy the moment,” he said. “I 
want to have fun. You do things every day, and I want to give my best 
every day. It’s cliché, but if there’s days where the fun isn’t there or 
there’s too much going through my head, I don’t want that.” 

“Just going to be more calm, more in the moment, more capable of not 
thinking about what’s happening next or what happened yesterday,” 
Drouin continued. “For me, that’s one of the big things I’ve tried to 
change in my life. Forget about what happened yesterday, move on to 
something else. I’m not afraid to talk about it, and I’ve talked with a lot of 
players.” 

He said the support from the entire Canadiens organization, from all of 
his teammates and several rival players across the NHL has helped him 
enormously. 

They won’t be the only ones in his corner. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Training Camp Preview: Who replaces 
Hyman on top line? 

 

Luke Fox 

September 20, 2021, 8:39 AM 

 

TORONTO – The Toronto Maple Leafs’ big-budget, superstar-loaded 
squad has now taken five cracks at the post-season and come up empty 
every time. 

When training camp opens Wednesday, the intrigue around this Cup-
dreaming group will be as thick as the collective disappointment they’ll 
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carry into 2021-22. Which could well be the final shot this management 
group, head coach and/or core is granted. 

Sure, training camp debates are fun fodder, but playoff success is 
paramount. 

Jobs should depend on it this time. 

“For better or worse, I believe in this group. I believe that they are going 
to get it done and that they are going to win,” said general manager Kyle 
Dubas, after making only off-season tweaks to the fringes. 

“I understand that this comes with certain doubt because we have not 
broken through in the playoffs, but it is my belief that they will. I believe in 
them as players. I believe in them as people. I know that the decision lies 
on me and the risk is for me in going ahead that way. 

“I am comfortable with it. I believe we are going to see the best version of 
this group [in 2021-22] that we have seen yet. I am willing to bet 
everything on that.” 

Current salary cap space: $0 

GM: Kyle Dubas 

Head coach: Sheldon Keefe 

Assistant coaches: Spencer Carbery, Dean Chynoweth, Paul MacLean, 
Manny Malhotra 

Unsigned players: Nikita Gusev (PTO), Joshua Ho-Sang (PTO) 

1. WHO’S A LOCK ON LEFT WING? 

One player will not replace what Zach Hyman brought to the Maple Leafs 
last season (and will now bring to the Edmonton Oilers). The versatile 
top-line left wing can kill penalties, drive the net, score points, fetch 
pucks, shutdown top forwards, and inspire his teammates with a 
relentless work ethic. 

So, Dubas instead opted to patch that $38.5-million hole with an 
inexpensive and interesting committee, as two top-six winger slots now 
need filling. 

Soo alum and Scarborough native Michael Bunting, 26, took less in free 
agency, in part, because of the star power he could flank. 

“He has the ability to play with good players, as he showed in Arizona, 
and contribute and score in and around the net, which I think is important 
for our group all throughout,” Dubas said. “He will get a good opportunity, 
but he is going to have to earn everything that he gets.” 

The rugged Nick Ritchie, 25, will bring a heightened level of physicality, 
thanks to a chip on his shoulder deposited by the Boston Bruins when 
they left him unqualified in July. 

Ilya Mikheyev — he of the unfortunate 6.5 shooting percentage — is 
getting antsy for more offensive opportunity. Yet despite his (denied) 
trade request, the Russian is fine value ($1.645 million) and should be 
inspired to impress in his contract year. 

UFA gamble Ondrej Kase, a natural right wing, is healthy and raring to 
get back to the level that had him shining as a 20-goal talent in Anaheim 
three years ago. (William Nylander would be fine sliding to the left.) 

And while prospect Nick Robertson, 20, might be a long shot to make the 
roster, his no-off-switch demeanour means he’ll be scratching and 
clawing for his chance all season. 

In short: There is a ton of imperfect options, two new assistant coaches 
with opinions, and it will be fascinating to see how Keefe sees the left 
side lining up in the post-Hyman era. 

“I really don’t know who’s going to be in that spot yet. It’s a little bit of a 
trial for that left spot, and guys are going to be hungry for it,” Marner said. 
“It should be an exciting time, coming up to training camp here to start 
seeing who’s going to be in that role.” 

2. CAN HO-SANG EARN A CONTRACT? 

Dubas’s eye has been the enigmatic Josh Ho-Sang since the young 
executive was debating between Ho-Sang, Jared McCann and Robby 
Fabbri for the Soo Greyhounds’ first pick in the 2012 OHL selection draft. 

Be it his multiple false starts with the Islanders or his brief stint overseas 
in Sweden, the 25-year-old winger has yet to maximize his potential. 

Could the Toronto native gain confidence with the Marlies and eventually 
impact the big club in 2021-22? The Alex Galchenyuk project of 2021 
may be the blueprint here, and the club’s deep training and development 
staff poured in hours with Ho-Sang this summer. 

His skill, particularly on the fun side of the red line, has stood out during 
the Leafs’ pre-camp scrimmages. 

“Obviously, it hasn’t hit for him yet,” says Dubas, who loves a low-cost 
player with something to prove. “We just view him as a supremely 
talented player. It was a zero-risk proposition on a PTO. 

“Come training camp, he will be given every opportunity to go out and do 
what he does, which is make plays and use his mobility and playmaking, 
which we think could be a good fit with us.” 

Dubas characterizes this trial as “a make-or-break situation for Josh.” 

3. WHO QUARTERBACKS THE TOP POWER-PLAY UNIT? 

A gallon of ink will be spilled speculating and debating the future of 
Morgan Rielly, the Maple Leafs’ top power-play quarterback and best 
offensive D-man. 

The longest-tenured Leaf averaged nearly three minutes of PP time per 
game in 2021, greater than a minute more than any other blueliner on the 
club. 

And yet, when prospect Rasmus Sandin — who’s developing into Rielly’s 
potential successor — was called up late in the season, the rookie 
scooped some of those prime PP shifts. Even in the playoffs. 

On one hand, Toronto (and the player himself) must maximize Rielly’s 
contract year. On the other, the Leafs need to push Sandin to take a step 
and utilize the young playmaker’s greatest strengths. 

Looming over this Rielly-Sandin decision is the atrocious finish of 
Toronto’s power play in general. So we could see a few tweaks in the 
personnel and deployment of its 5-on-4 units this training camp. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators Training Camp Preview: Young core looking to 
take step forward 

 

Wayne ScanlanSeptember 20, 2021, 1:00 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators open their 30th NHL training camp on Wednesday, 
with a degree of hope and promise that reaches far beyond outside 
forecasts that might be based on their bottom-ten finish last season. 

The optimism is partly predicated on their strong finish last spring -- a 10-
3-1 run that some cynics would call fool’s gold, considering Ottawa had 
nothing to play for but pride and personal development. Nevertheless, 
that lingering flash of potential combined with the expectation that the 
Senators' good young players have serious upside, have fans excited 
about what might be this season. 

And it isn’t just the fan base taking notice. 
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In a pre-season conversation with Michael Traikos of Postmedia, 
Montreal Canadiens winger Tyler Toffoli declared himself a firm believer 
in what the Senators have going on. 

“They didn’t start the greatest (last season), but then we go in there and 
we’re like -- ‘we’re going to win’ -- and I don’t think I even touched the 
puck. They have these young guys who are super-skilled and play the 
right way. They’re a team to watch, for sure.” 

We are going to assume Toffoli was referring to Ottawa’s home game 
against the Habs on May 5, when the Sens took down the Canadiens 5-
1. In fact, the Senators gave Montreal fits all year, winning 6 of their ten 
matchups during the one-off, all-Canadian division play in 2021. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

The Sens figure to give the Canadiens all they can handle again this 
season -- there is no team they would rather beat. 

How will Ottawa stack up against the rest of the Atlantic Division, now 
that the NHL reverts back to the usual divisional play? That will be a 
storyline to watch all season long. Assuming their heart-and-soul forward 
Brady Tkachuk is signed and ready to roll by time the season opens, the 
Senators are a team on the rise and a team to watch as the going gets 
rough in the Atlantic. 

Current salary cap space: $24.5M 

GM: Pierre Dorion 

Head coach: D.J. Smith 

Assistant coaches: Jack Capuano, Davis Payne, Bob Jones, Mike King 
(video), Evan Mathias (video co-ordinator, data analyst). 

Unsigned players: RFA Brady Tkachuk 

What up, Chuk? 

Any number of questions can be rolled into this one. When will winger 
Brady Tkachuk sign his new contract? When will he report to training 
camp? When will the Brady Tkachuk questions end? 

If the deal gets done this week, there will be no interruption to Ottawa’s 
preparations for the regular season -- in fact, a deal done soon would 
pour rocket fuel on the camp proceedings. But if Tkachuk remains 
unsigned through the end of the month and into October, it could be a 
distraction to a young team that is trying to avoid the slow start that 
doomed them last season. 

There won’t be much of an issue with Tkachuk’s conditioning -- he has 
been skating and training, but he will need time to get into game shape, 
ideally with a couple of exhibition games prior to the Oct. 14 home and 
season opener. 

Remaining Time -1:36 

Matthew Tkachuk on brother Brady and Ottawa: 'They're not too close' 

Can Matt Murray rebound? 

Hockey analysts in Ottawa have spent a lot of time in the past several 
months breaking down the Senators depth at the goaltender position, 
including weighing the loss of prospect Joey Daccord to the Seattle 
Kraken in the expansion draft. 

Daccord is an endearing personality who rose from a 199th draft position 
in 2015 to become an NCAA star at Arizona State and an emergency 
starter for last year’s Senators when injuries dropped Matt Murray and 
Marcus Hogberg. Hogberg is gone as well, having returned to Europe 
when Ottawa decided not qualify him as an RFA. 

With all this chatter, on the departures of Hogberg and Daccord plus the 
futures of promising goalie prospects like Filip Gustavsson and Mads 
Sogaard, it is easy to lose sight of the goaltending issue staring the 
Senators in the face as camp opens: Can starter Matt Murray have a 
bounceback from his horrendous start last season? 

With a playoff spot no longer viable, Murray finished strong: 3-1-0 in five 
April starts with a 1.37 goals-against and .954 save percentage. But in 
losing 10 of his first 16 starts as Ottawa stumbled to a 2-12-1 start, 
Murray and his young team were quickly out of contention in an 
abbreviated season. 

Murray arrived from Pittsburgh last December with expectations as large 
as his contract (four years, $25M). He had a big adjustment -- a new 
team, a new baby, and a one-off season rife with Covid-19 restrictions. 
There will be no excuses for him in year two. The Senators made a lot of 
concessions to Murray beyond the contract, firing longtime goalie coach 
Pierre Groulx and replacing him with Zak Bierk. Much is riding on the 
assumption that Murray regains the form he once showed with the 
Penguins in two Stanley Cup seasons. Otherwise, backup Anton 
Forsberg and prospects Gustavsson and Sogaard will be asked to step 
up. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

How now, Logan Brown? 

This feels like a question we have entertained prior to every training 
camp of the past several seasons. What does the future hold for the 
intriguing, enticing, 6-6, 220-pound bundle of skill that is Logan Brown, 
son of former NHLer Jeff Brown? 

Logan Brown was Ottawa’s top draft pick in 2016, selected 11th overall 
after putting up 74 points for the OHL Windsor Spitfires in 2015-16. A 
rangy centre with exceptional hands and vision, especially on the power 
play, Brown has shown flashes at the AHL level -- 42 points in 56 games 
with Belleville in 2018-19 and 28 points in 25 games with the B-Sens in 
2019-20. 

Yet, Brown always seems to get hurt just when he gets rolling. Last 
season he appeared in just 13 games with Belleville, putting up nine 
points. No wonder when B-Sens head coach Troy Mann is asked about 
Brown, his first comment is: “One, let’s stay healthy. It’s been three years 
where there have been a lot of missed opportunities because of injuries.” 
Brown, 23, was the subject of trade rumours this summer but when no 
deal could be made, Ottawa signed him to a two-way contract over the 
weekend. No longer the can’t-miss-kid, Brown is in last chance territory 
as far as this organization. Brown is waiver eligible this season, meaning 
other NHL teams could get a crack at him for a league-minimum 
$750,000 salary. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' J.T. Miller moves on from frustrating year, 
hungry for season ahead 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

September 20, 2021, 10:05 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — Without fans, the soundtrack to the Vancouver 
Canucks’ lost season felt like J.T. Miller. 

His nightly F-bombs, stick slams, door crashes and general 
miserableness filled the sonic void where booing fans should have been 
as the team staggered to its most disappointing season this century. 

It was about as joyless as Miller made it look and sound. 

The roster upheaval, the brutal schedule and lack of practice time, the 
injuries, pandemic restrictions, empty arenas and, ultimately, the worst 
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COVID-19 outbreak in the league, contributed to the Canucks’ 
spectacular faceplant. 

No wonder there were reports some players wanted out. 

But when Sportsnet insider Elliotte Friedman reached out to Miller in 
May, after the season, the unhappiest-looking guy on an unhappy team 
emphatically said he wanted to stay with the Canucks and wasn’t asking 
for a trade. 

“I mean, this is the team I'm playing for and I have pride in that,” Miller 
explained to Sportsnet last week. “There was a lot of crap going on last 
year, but once the crap is over, there's going to be something good to 
come out of it. I don't pay attention to the rumours; I don't really pay 
attention to the internet at all. (But) I was getting some texts, 'What's 
going on?' I just wanted to set it straight, and I want to be part of this 
team. We've made some big moves coming into this year, we're getting 
our fans back, a regular schedule, there's a million reasons to be excited. 

“I never once considered not coming back. It wasn't even a question.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Even in a pre-training camp interview, Miller plays with emotion. 

“You guys could hear a lot more without fans,” the 28-year-old from the 
Pittsburgh area continued. “Yes, there was more frustration because of 
how things were going and being on a losing team pretty much the entire 
season. That's what pisses me off. I've been like that since I was a little 
kid, so nothing really changed. It's part of my game I'm trying to clean up, 
but there was a lot of frustration last year. I’d like to dial that (back) as a 
player a little more, but I play on the edge and I have my whole career. 
That made me the player I am. I don't want to get rid of the fire; I just 
want to control it. 

“All the stuff that happened, it was just insane, right? I just tried to move 
on. I don't want to think about last year when we had six-to-nine guys 
hurt, almost at all times. We had long-term injuries, a lot of players that 
never played (in) the NHL before, and we're all playing in front of no fans, 
guys quarantining between 30 and 50 days depending on who it was. 
Who the hell wants to think about that? 

“I'm over it, it's a new day and everyone is so excited about this 
opportunity we have coming up here. I'm just trying to focus on that. I 
want to think about good things because there was a lot of bad that 
happened last year that made it not fun. It made time kind of stand still.” 

And it made Miller stand out. 

Compared to the forward’s initial season in Vancouver, when Miller 
became a powerful driver on the Canucks as they won two Stanley Cup 
playoff series and came within one game of making the Western 
Conference final, his 2021 campaign was as bad as his team’s. 

Miller struggled defensively, earning a highly-publicized death stare from 
goalie Braden Holtby for a non-backcheck in Toronto, and his five-on-five 
goal share of 44 per cent was more than 17 points below his 2019-20 
mark. The Canucks went from plus-22 goals with Miller on the ice at full 
strength to minus-10 — a 32-goal swing. 

He played half the season without injured star Elias Pettersson as his 
centre and then filled in down the middle when the Canucks, almost 
comically, had all four of their regular centres missing at one point. 

But amid this chaos and unconstructive anger, Miller still managed 45 
points in 53 games. That is how good he is. Only Brock Boeser scored 
more points last season for the Canucks. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Miller said the Canucks are “hungry.” Personally, he’s starving. 

“At the end of the day, we want to win games and we want our team to 
be a good, competitive hockey team,” Miller said. “We want to be in the 

playoffs competing for the Stanley Cup. That's why we all do this. There's 
tons of hungry people on this team right now. I think we're on the same 
page; we want to win and we want to get back to that playoff feeling we 
had a couple years ago. 

“Everybody's got to take that next step in their development if you want to 
win. If you're just a passenger, no matter what level you're at, it's going to 
be hard to excel and win a lot of games. We need everybody. We've got 
the team and we just need to buckle down on one thing, and that's 
winning hockey games. We've got a lot of new faces, but I feel our team 
is going to be hungry. I'm using that word a lot.” 

Canucks coach Travis Green caused a stir in August when he suggested 
to Sportsnet that playing Miller at centre may not be just last season’s 
experiment. 

Even with the July acquisition of potential shutdown centre Jason 
Dickinson — and assuming the Canucks and Pettersson end their 
standoff and agree soon on a new contract — it’s possible Miller could 
play as much centre as left wing this season even if it means fewer 
points for him. 

“You tell me; I don't know,” Miller said. “Obviously, that hasn't been 
decided. I am completely okay with both. I think I can help the team in 
both spots. I guess I'm going to have to see what happens with the 
centre I play with the most here (Pettersson). 

“But I don't really care about the points. I'd be comfortable if I play centre. 
I could add maybe a little depth down the lineup. But Dickinson's a 
heckuva centreman, so we have a lot of options. That's another exciting 
element about this year: We have options. It's really not about more 
points here or there; I just want to win the game. And if we win a bunch of 
games, it's a lot more fun than getting points and losing, I can tell you 
that.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames top prospects aiming to make team despite limited 
spots 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Midway through the first period of the Calgary Flames game against the 
Edmonton Oilers on Monday evening, top prospect Connor Zary went 
down to block a shot while on the penalty kill.  

The 2021 Canadian World Junior silver medalist had to be helped off the 
ice and would not return to the game, a 4-1 Calgary victory. The 
organization will update his status later this week. 

“That was a helluva block,” forward Ryan Francis said after the game. 
“That’s a huge character play by a big character guy. He’s been a leader 
of our team. It pumped us up and gave us a little bit of motivation to go 
out and kill those penalties off and win the game for him.” 

“He’s a huge piece for us,” fellow first-round pick and silver medalist 
Jakob Pelletier said. “The guys answered well. We played with 11 
forwards for two-and-a-half periods. The boys can be proud they stepped 
up for sure.” 

With the Calgary Flames prioritizing depth and adding veterans like Brad 
Richardson, Trevor Lewis and Erik Gudbranson, there don’t seem to be 
many opportunities to make the big club when main training camp gets 
underway on Thursday. It’s that type of effort from Zary that could endear 
him and other young players to Flames head coach Darryl Sutter. 

Pelletier himself had an eventful game on Monday, scoring once, adding 
an assist, and making his presence felt all over the ice in all situations. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 21, 2021 

 

Early in rookie camp, he admitted to having glanced at the big club’s 
depth charts. Pelletier and Zary trained together for a month prior to 
camp beginning. 

“We kind of know who the players are, to be honest,” Pelletier said.  

“But we’re here to play. There’s a whole staff that is going to make some 
decisions. Our job is just to play here. The goal is to make the Flames 
team for sure.” 

“For both of us, we put in a lot of work this summer and you come into 
camp not worrying about the depth chart,” Zary added. 

“You come here with the mindset of making the big club…everyone has 
to do their job, and everyone has to perform. Just because your name is 
higher than someone else’s on the list doesn’t mean they can’t come out 
here and be better than you. So, I think every day you’ve got to put your 
head down and go to work.” 

Stockton Heat head coach Mitch Love, an assistant on Canada’s 2021 
World Junior silver medal team, has a history with both players and has 
seen considerable improvements. 

“Even just from January when I was with them in Edmonton, you can see 
their physique, they’ve added a lot of muscle,” he said. 

“The one thing that intrigues me about both of them is that they’re highly 
competitive. I think we want all our prospects to hone in on that 
competitiveness. The one thing I’ve really been impressed with them is 
their hockey IQ. They think the game at a high level.” 

So as their first training camp with the Jolly Rancher beckons, do 
Pelletier and Zary see themselves as Darryl Sutter players? 

“I think he wants players who work hard, guys who will give their 100 per 
cent each night,” Pelletier said.  

“He’s been around for 47 camps now, so I think he knows what it takes to 
win.” 
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TSN.CA / Grading the goalies on Canada’s NHL teams 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

With grades in for the centres, wingers, and defencemen for each 
Canadian National Hockey League club, our attention now turns to the 
goaltenders. 

The goaltending position in Canada has seen quite a bit of change over 
the past few seasons, and most teams – Winnipeg and Calgary excluded 
for the time being – should expect serious competition for ice time. 

To the grades we go! 

Winnipeg Jets (A) 

If you asked coaches and general managers who they though the best 
goaltender in the league is right now, the most popular answer would be 
Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy and deservedly so. Vasilevskiy is the 
ultra-talented backbone of the league’s most indomitable team. 

But Connor Hellebuyck presents an interesting alternate. Hellebuyck in 
many ways is Vasilevskiy – he has an exceptional ability to read the run 
of play, is rarely out of position, and frequently turns dangerous rush and 
rebound opportunities from attackers aside. 

The lone difference? The shot profile Hellebuyck faces is much more 
dangerous, in large part because he has a weaker team in front of him. 

HockeyViz does a great job showing how goaltenders turn away shots 
relative to their peers, and even segments it out by shot type and 
location. If we look at Hellebuyck from last season, it’s more of the same 
from his career arc – regularly erasing goals from dangerous areas of the 
ice: 

The Jets need little more than for backup Eric Comrie, or other internal 
options, to not get blown off the ice in their 20 or so starts. In every other 
matchup, Winnipeg will continue to carry a sizable goaltending 
advantage. 

The question is whether the skaters can take advantage of having the 
league’s ultimate eraser behind them. 

Montreal Canadiens (B+) 

Fourteen years into his professional career, we may know less about 
goaltender Carey Price than ever before. 

Price’s career peak was indisputably the four-year stretch from 2013-17, 
where Price routinely competed for the league’s best stop rate. During 
this stretch, Price won Olympic gold at Sochi, the Vezina Trophy, the Ted 
Lindsay Award, and, most notably, the Hart Memorial Trophy (2015). 

Price hasn’t quite been the same calibre goaltender since that run. I 
attribute much of that to age and injury – the latter is of particular note, as 
Price enters training camp this fall on the mend from off-season knee 
surgery. 

But every so often, Price shows he can roll back the clock. If not for a 
Herculean performance from Vasilevskiy in Tampa Bay, Price had an 
argument for best goaltender of the playoffs last season, with a 92.5 stop 
rate and seven goals saved against expectations. 

We don’t know what the future holds for Price. The talent is indisputable, 
but at 34 years old, the Canadiens will always need a contingency option. 
That contingency option is Jake Allen – a well-paid rotation goaltender 
who was good enough in 29 games last year to inch Montreal into the 
playoffs. 

Keep an eye on this tandem again this year. We haven’t seen Price cede 
this many starts to another goaltender since the 2015-16 season, where 
he was taken out of service by a knee injury. 

But if the last few seasons are any indication, the Canadiens skater 
group cannot merely rely on this goaltending group to bail them out of 
grim defensive situations. Montreal’s team save percentage over the last 
three seasons is good for just 22nd in the league, and it’s one of the 
pressing reasons why they are always on the fringes of the playoff 
cutline. 

Vancouver Canucks (B) 

There is little reason to be encouraged by what the Canucks have to offer 
on the blueline. Absent Quinn Hughes, there are too many high-risk 
players expected to play high-leverage minutes. 

Stripping out the effects of goaltending, every Canucks blueliner was in 
the deep red on net expected goals last season, due in large part to the 
heavy shot volumes each group faced. From Jordie Benn (-0.45 per-60 
minutes) to Jalen Chatfield (-1.26 per-60 minutes), it was all bad. 

That’s why ensuring a reliable goaltending tandem was critical for the 
Canucks this season and importing the dependable Jaroslav Halak 
behind Thatcher Demko gives head coach Travis Green two quality 
options on any given night. 

If you think the defensive concerns wash out any advantage Vancouver’s 
impressive group of forwards may have on the attack, then much of the 
Canucks’ postseason bid will come down to how well Demko can bail his 
team out of trouble when needed. 

Demko absolutely was that goaltender last season – his 91.5 per cent 
stop rate was good for 11th in the league, and more encouragingly, 
Demko individually was able to erase nine goals from the ledger based 
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on the danger of shots faced. And he faced a tremendous number of 
high-danger shots: 

Demko is going to need to repeat that performance and then some this 
season.  

Toronto Maple Leafs (B) 

Like the Canucks, the Maple Leafs have opted to counter the lack of a 
high-end No. 1 goaltender with a rotation between Jack Campbell and 
Petr Mrazek, two reliable starters who should compete for minutes all 
season. 

It’s an interesting focus area for the Maple Leafs – less so whether the 
team will get quality goaltending, but if anyone will win the starting job 
outright during the regular season. Or, alternatively, who will be Sheldon 
Keefe’s choice when it matters come playoff time. 

The goaltenders are similar in quality. Perhaps Keefe settles with the 
experience of Mrazek, fresh off a career year (92.3 per cent stop rate) 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. Or might we see Campbell earn a bigger 
slice of the net share next season after delivering for the Maple Leafs 
(92.1 per cent stop rate) last season? 

One thing to consider: Campbell was the choice for Keefe last 
postseason, beating out Frederik Andersen for all seven starts. 
Andersen’s play had been in decline for some time, but that’s already 
one job Campbell has been able to win away. 

Calgary Flames (B-) 

The Flames goaltending department struggled last season. The 
combination of Jacob Markstrom and David Rittich barely stopped 90 per 
cent of shots, and adjusting for shot quality, those numbers are more 
concerning. Rittich conceded four goals more than expected across 15 
games; Markstrom showed similarly, conceding 12 goals more than 
expected on a base of 43 games. 

With Rittich on his way to Nashville, the Flames are hoping for a big 
rebound season from Markstrom, who is signed through the 2025-26 
season. The good news for both the Flames and Markstrom in particular 
is last year looks like a bit of an outlier on the low end – if we trend 
Markstrom’s stop rates over the course of his career, 2020-21 was an 
observable low: 

If nothing else, Markstrom seems a good candidate for a bounce-back 
season. If we assume last year was an albatross, the Flames should see 
about an 18-goal swing in goaltending performance. 

Edmonton Oilers (C+) 

By chance or design, much of Edmonton’s investment against the salary 
cap has been on the skater group. And while they have amassed one of 
the most impressive attacks in the league, it has come at the cost of 
confidence in the goaltending department. 

The organization has tried to string along a Mikko Koskinen-Mike Smith 
tandem for some time now. As an insurance policy, the team previously 
claimed Alex Stalock from the Minnesota Wild. 

It is a high-risk trio of goaltenders. Stalock is an established backup at 
this point in his career, Koskinen is coming off a season where he 

stopped less than 90 per cent of shots faced, and Mike Smith will turn 40 
years old in March. 

To Smith’s credit, age didn’t seem to act as an anchor on his play last 
season – the veteran turned in his best save percentage since the 2011-
12 regular season, finishing fourth in Vezina Trophy voting. 

But that age concern isn’t going away. If we look at the performance 
profile of goaltenders in this age range from 2007-21, we see distressing 
results. Keep in mind that the collection of goaltenders here generally 
made it this far in their career because their career arcs were so 
impressive – names like Martin Brodeur, Dwayne Roloson, Ryan Miller, 
and Tim Thomas fill this group up. That said, Father Time is still 
undefeated: 

Perhaps Smith can sustain his play for one more year, or Koskinen can 
come off last season’s lows and deliver in spot starts for head coach 
Dave Tippett. 

But there is no doubt that a disappointing Oilers season will likely 
correspond with disappointing play in net. The team has invited the risk 
at the position here, and historically speaking, the numbers are not on 
Edmonton’s side. 

Ottawa Senators (C) 

Anton Forsberg is a fine back-up goaltender, and the Senators have 
plenty of help in the developmental queue. 

Filip Gustavsson is close to making the transition from AHL Belleville and 
looked great in spot starts last season with Ottawa. The Senators also 
have three prospects under the age of 21 – including Mads Sogaard, 
Kevin Mandolese, and Leevi Merilainen – behind Gustavsson. Ultimately, 
Ottawa just needs one of those lottery tickets to hit. 

But the outlook for the upcoming season is more dire. Gustavsson is 
likely the starting goaltender with AHL Belleville, which means the 
Senators will be running a Matt Murray/Anton Forsberg tandem for most 
of the season. 

And that’s probably the biggest risk area for a Senators team that is still 
very young and likely to be on the outside looking in come April of next 
season. 

To successfully transition so many fledgling skaters to the league, the 
Senators knew they would have to insulate them with strong goaltending. 

That’s why one of the first sizable investments Ottawa made during the 
rebuild was on Matt Murray, who signed a four-year, $25-million contract 
last season. But Murray has been a disappointment in Ottawa so far, and 
if the team had more redundancy in net last season, he likely would have 
played fewer minutes. 

His career trajectory is alarming, and Ottawa buying after an ugly final 
season with the Pittsburgh Penguins hasn’t paid off. 

A poor start to this season from Murray, and we may see Gustavsson 
promoted much quicker than anticipated. This remains a high-risk 
position for Pierre Dorion and the Senators until further notice. 
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