
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 22, 2021 

 

 

 

He had COVID. He had a concussion. Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen just wants normal year  

By Chip Alexander  

Carolina Hurricanes winger Teuvo Teravainen recently was 
asked what one word he’d use to describe last season. 

“Different,” the forward said. 

Different, for sure. In Teravainen’s case, other words might 
be: Challenging, frustrating, disjointed and, in the end, 
disappointing. It was all of that. 

Teravainen first had COVID-19. That was different. The virus 
kept him out of three early-season games and in quarantine 
until he was ruled fit to return. 

Then, there was a concussion. Teravainen was hammered 
along the boards during a Feb. 19 game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, missing the next seven games and 32 of the 
next 33.  

“The COVID stuff, then I got injured and everything, made it 
a pretty weird year,” Teravainen told the News & Observer 
after an informal on-ice workout at Wake Competition 
Center. “You learn something every year as you get a little 
older and more experienced. I had to go through some 
tougher times but I think it just makes me stronger this year. 

“It’s all in the past now. I’m excited about this season. New 
guys on the team, fans back in the building ... I’m excited 
about it.” 

Teravainen, who turned 27 on Sept. 11, is among the Canes’ 
most versatile guys. His quick hands and offensive instincts 
are elite and often on full display when playing with his 
hockey alter ego on the ice, center Sebastian Aho. He’s alert 
defensively, often in the right spots to rub out mistakes, and 
effective on special teams. 

The Canes won the Central Division during the abbreviated 
2020-21 season. But they missed No. 86 when he was out. 

Canes captain Jordan Staal was the first Carolina player to 
have COVID-19 last season. He also has had his share of 
concussion issues in his career and he’s empathetic to what 
Teravainen experienced. 

“It was hard to watch,” Staal said. “I know the feeling of just 
not feeling good every other day and getting frustrated with 
that and just kind of sitting and waiting. Sometimes, it lasts 
longer than you’d like it and it starts getting in your head. 

“For him to do that, as a single guy, during COVID, in North 
America with no family, I can imagine it was a tough, tough 
year. It’s great to see him smile and back feeling healthy. I 
think everybody is going to be pleasantly surprised with the 
game he’s going to bring this year.” 

Canes fans would like to see Teravainen back on a line with 
Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. But Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour likely has been tinkering with potential lines, 
factoring in the unexpected newcomer to Carolina: Forward 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who switched teams when the Montreal 
Canadiens failed to match an offer sheet given to him by the 
Canes. 

“You don’t see that happen much in this league,” Teravainen 
said. 

Teravainen wants to get back on the ice. He played just 21 
regular-season games in 2020-21 and then 11 in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs as the Canes were ousted in the second round 
by the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 2021 Cup champions. 

The Canes will open preseason training camp this week at 
PNC Arena with a new look, and not just with Kotkaniemi. 
There will be new faces sprinkled throughout the lineup, 
starting in net with goalies Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta and on the back end with defensemen Ian Cole, 
Tony DeAngelo and Ethan Bear. 

It was a lot of turnover for a team that was 36-12-8 last 
season and whose 80 points were third-best in the NHL. 
Some of the departed players priced themselves out — 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton signed a seven-year, $63 
million free-agent deal with New Jersey — and the Canes 
had others leave through a trade (Warren Foegele) or the 
expansion draft to the Seattle Kraken (Morgan Geekie). 

The informal skates at the Canes practice facility this month 
have caused a lot of roster-searching by onlookers to match 
names and numbers. Some numbers are fixtures — No. 86, 
to name one. Then there are Nos. 28, 77, 82 and 18 — Cole, 
DeAngelo, Kotkaniemi and Derek Stepan. 

Teravainen sees no problem with the extent of the 
makeover. The Canes, who open the 2021-22 season Oct. 
14 against the New York Islanders at PNC Arena, will be 
after a fourth straight playoff appearance.  

“It’s looking good and hopefully we can put it together and 
I’m sure Roddy will be really good at that,” Teravainen said. 
“The playoffs are a different world and you’ve got to be at 
your best against the best teams. We were pretty close, I 
think, but still it’s those little things you need to be better at to 
win the championship.  

“I’m sure we’re learning from the losses and the mistakes we 
make in those tight games. Against Tampa (Bay), we took a 
little too many penalties at tough times and their skill will take 
over when they get too many chances on the power play. But 
Roddy and the coaching staff will teach us to be better this 
year.”
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Carolina Hurricanes on track to host this NHL outdoor game at NC State next season  

By Anna Johnson  

The delayed outdoor Carolina Hurricanes game at Carter-
Finley Stadium appears to be back on for next season. 

“A little bit of news for you,” said Jeff Merritt, executive 
director of the Centennial Authority, which oversees PNC 
Arena. “The Winter Classic, the outdoor game at Carter-
Finley Stadium, will be played in Raleigh in either December 
2022 or January or February of 2023. So we’re just over a 
year away for that major event. We are really looking forward 
to that.” 

Merritt was one of several speakers briefing the Raleigh City 
Council on the state of tourism in the city and Wake County 
on Tuesday.  

“I am very happy to hear the Winter Classic is coming,” 
Raleigh Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin said. “We’ve been trying to 
get that here for years. So that is great news.” 

The Winter Classic is the NHL’s premier New Year’s Day 
outdoor game but the term is often used as shorthand for 

other outdoor NHL games; the Hurricanes were previously 
awarded a Stadium Series outdoor game. 

The game was originally scheduled for February 2021, the 
Hurricanes’ first outdoor game after years of negotiations 
with the NHL and N.C. State. However, in December 2020 
the game was postponed due to COVID-19 concerns as the 
NHL played a condensed, 56-game schedule, with limited 
attendance at first. 

While some fans hoped to see the game this season, the 
NHL and Hurricanes agreed to postpone the game. This 
summer, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said it was a 
question of timing and stadium logistics. 

Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell 
said at the time the decision to postpone the game for a year 
was a mutual agreement “to assure a safe environment in 
front of a packed house at Carter-Finley Stadium,” The News 
& Observer previously reported. Via text message, Waddell 
declined to comment Tuesday.

 

‘The mood is one of excitement’ as Hurricanes open preseason training camp  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes are headed into preseason training 
camp thankful for a degree of normalcy — camp begins in 
September, the regular season in October — and eager to 
get on the ice and get started in 2021-22. 

The Canes announced their 52-player training camp roster 
and schedule Tuesday. After physical testing on Wednesday, 
the first on-ice sessions will begin Thursday at PNC Arena, 
and the first preseason exhibition game will be played at 
home Sept. 28 against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The pandemic has not ended and the threat remains of 
another season with disruptions. But the Canes are 100% 
vaccinated — players and staff. They’re ready. 

The vibe of the team going into training camp? 

“I think the mood is one of excitement,” Canes captain 
Jordan Staal said in an interview Monday. “Obviously we’ve 
got new faces so it’s getting to know each other and getting 
to know each other’s families. As for the hockey side, we’re 
just excited to get going and see what this team can do.” 

During the COVID-19 season of 2020-21 that was 
condensed to 56 games, the Canes won a newly formed 
Central Division. The team will go back to the Metropolitan 
Division in 2021-22, back to playing 82 games while trying to 
secure a fourth straight appearance in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

The Canes have undergone a sizable changeover since last 
season and will go into training camp looking for the best 
spots to place new faces.  

Take Jesperi Kotkaniemi, for example. Until Sept. 4, he was 
a member of the Montreal Canadiens. But the Habs decided 

not to match the Canes’ offer sheet to the forward, a 
restricted free agent, and on Sept. 4 the Canes acquired 
another new player. 

“It’s going to be different, no question,” Staal said. “There will 
be some new roles filled and some positions in certain 
scenarios up for grabs.  

“It’s good. It will make for a good training camp with guys 
vying for spots. We’ve got a lot of talent and a lot of depth, so 
it will be tough.” 

A team of Canes prospects completed play Tuesday in the 
2021 NHL Prospects Showcase hosted by the Lightning. The 
Canes were 1-0-2 in the three games, losing 3-2 in overtime 
Tuesday to the Nashville Predators. 

Among the prospects who will be at the Canes training 
camp: forwards Seth Jarvis, Ryan Suzuki, Dominik Bokk and 
Jack Drury, and defensemen Joey Keane and Jesper 
Sellgren.  

There are 46 skaters and six goalies on the camp roster, and 
they will be divided into two groups: Team Attitude and Team 
Energy. Practices will be held at PNC Arena and the Canes’ 
practice facility at the Wake Competition Center. 

Carolina Hurricanes preseason game schedule 

 7 p.m. Sept. 28: home vs. Tampa Bay 

 7 p.m. Oct. 1: at Tampa Bay 

 7 p.m. Oct. 5: home vs Nashville 

 4 p.m. Oct. 9: at Nashville
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Carolina Hurricanes have 5 burning questions to answer during NHL training camp  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes take the ice Thursday at PNC 
Arena for preseason training camp, with several questions to 
be answered by coach Rod Brind’Amour and his staff. 

The biggest question for camp? Canes captain Jordan Staal 
has his opinion. 

“I would say with all the new faces, it’s making sure everyone 
is on the same page and ready to go,” Staal said in an N&O 
interview this week. “Even last year we got off to a great 
start, but we had almost the exact same team we had the 
year before, so that made it a little bit easier. 

“We’ve got a lot of work, from myself and the leadership 
group and Roddy, to get the new guys on the same page as 
to how we play. From what I can tell already, the new guys 
we’ve brought in are going to do just that.” 

In the past, the Canes’ informal skates before camp often 
were perfunctory — say a few hellos, throw on the skates, 
get in a workout and decide on a tee time. There might be a 
new guy or two in the locker room, and a few introductions 
made, but nothing major. 

This year, with so many new players and new faces in the 
room, and with COVID-19 restrictions easing, the Canes 
players were able to use the informal sessions the past 
couple of weeks at Wake Competition Center to mingle, talk, 
get on the ice and get a better feel for each other and their 
games. 

“Get to know each other before we really start grinding in 
camp,” Staal said. 

It’s time for the grind. As forward Teuvo Teravainen put it last 
week, “With Roddy as our coach, from the first game, I’m 
pretty sure we’ll be ready.” 

Here are other pressing questions for training camp: 

Where does Kotkaniemi fit? 

Brind’Amour probably already has an idea or could shift 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi through a few lines to see what looks 
best for the forward. It appears he’ll play left wing this season 
and Kotkaniemi says that’s fine. Maybe the left wing on 
Vincent Trocheck’s line with Martin Necas on the right side? 
Maybe. 

What about Tony DeAngelo? 

A lot of eyes will be on DeAngelo, the most controversial of 
the Canes’ offseason additions because of his problematic 

past. He says he’s a changed man and Brind’Amour will give 
him a chance to prove it, with a clean slate to start. 

A safe play defensively would be to have Jaccob Slavin and 
Brett Pesce back together again in the top D pairing — let 
Pesce replace the departed Dougie Hamilton. But DeAngelo, 
also a right-hand shot, may be the guy. He has the offensive 
punch and Slavin can help make up for a lot of defensive 
deficiencies if No. 77 gets caught up ice. Pesce has some 
offensive upside, with four goals and 21 assists in 55 games 
last season, and again could be a good fit with Brady Skjei. 

Will a rookie make the Canes’ roster? 

Unlikely. They’ll try their hardest — Seth Jarvis, Ryan 
Suzuki, Dominik Bokk, Joey Keane and Jesper Sellgren 
among them — but with the groups (and contracts) stacked 
in front of them, at forward and defenseman, there may not 
be any room. 

Jarvis, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, had three 
goals in the three-game Tampa Bay prospects showcase 
and was close to scoring two or three more with his speed 
and skill. If the forward doesn’t make the Canes, he must be 
sent back to his junior team, the Portland Winterhawks of the 
WHL. Odds are, that’s where he’s headed, again. 

Who quarterbacks the power play? 

Don’t think Brind’Amour hasn’t given this a lot of thought. 
Hamilton and Jake Bean are gone and Jake Gardiner is 
facing back and hip surgery. DeAngelo could be asked to QB 
one unit — he had three goals and 16 assists on the power 
play in 67 games with the New York Rangers in 2019-20 but 
played just six games last season. 

Count on Brind’Amour spending extra time on the power play 
in camp, looking for the right mix. That’s what camp is for — 
experimentation, evaluation, decisions. 

Is there a No. 1 goaltender? 

It could be an equal-opportunity situation for the Canes’ new-
look goaltending duo: Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. 
They could split the four preseason exhibition games and 
may the best man win the nod as the starter in the Canes’ 
Oct. 14 opener against the New York Islanders. 

Andersen played 24 games last season for Toronto, albeit 
with uneven results, and covers a lot of net at 6-foot-4 and 
238 pounds. He’s a big man. Raanta, when he avoids 
injuries, has been brilliant in net at times but played just 12 
games last season.
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Six burning questions ahead of Hurricanes training camp, from defense pairs to Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi’s role 

By Sara Civian 

Gather around, friends. Hurricanes training camp begins this 
week, and I can confirm three things after attending some 
informal practices: 

1. Andrei Svechnikov still has a bomb of a shot. He also has 
significantly more hair on his head. 

2. Jordan Martinook is still loud. 

3. Sebastian Aho seems ready to take on a bigger leadership 
role. 

Basically everything else is up for debate after the slew of 
offseason changes the Canes made. But, finally, after 
months of stewing on these changes and analyzing them to 
death, we can start to answer some of our most important 
questions. 

Will anyone on the bubble actually make the team? 

I was expecting Hurricanes 2020 first-round pick Seth Jarvis 
to impress me during the prospect tournament, but I wasn’t 
expecting to be that impressed. He was everywhere, with 
three goals in three games and a general step-above-the-
rest presence for much of his time on the ice. 

It’s not like he wasn’t already turning heads. He jumped onto 
the AHL scene and immediately scored seven goals and 11 
points in nine games right out of his draft season. And it’s not 
like a tournament among prospects speaks volumes about 
one’s NHL ability. 

But it’s all sort of adding up here. I guess I should have 
listened to Corey Pronman, who has Jarvis ranked third 
behind only Svechnikov and Martin Necas in the Hurricanes’ 
youth movement. Pronman also says he believes Jarvis will 
grow to be a “good” top-six forward in the NHL. 

Our question now is “when”? 

He’s 19, and while those nine AHL games were impressive, 
they were still only nine games. He’s also in a position where 
he either has to make the NHL club right out of camp or 
report back to junior with the WHL’s Portland Winterhawks. 
Even further, the Canes very likely aren’t going to just toss 
him into a fourth-line center position — even if they had the 
room — and they’re stocked at right wing as well. 

I said he was a dark horse (unlikely to make the team out of 
camp but there is a chance) and I’m sticking to it. 

As for the bubble players, the Canes are really interested in 
giving Jack Drury a close look during training camp. Drury 
could pop right into the bottom six of an NHL lineup and hold 
his own, and when you think about it, that’s the line of 
thinking you should generally apply when asking yourself 
which prospects could actually make the team out of camp. 

The Canes are all set with top-of-the-lineup skill. Barring 
some 50-in-’07 type preseason for a younger skilled 
prospect, look for those fringe depth players to take any 
open roster spots straight out of camp. 

What are the ideal defensive pairings and how does Tony 
DeAngelo fit into those plans? 

I’m sure we’ll be getting a good look at several potential 
combinations with all the offseason additions to the 
Hurricanes’ blue line. 

My initial gut feeling says the opening night pairings will look 
like this: 

Jaccob Slavin-Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei-Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole-Ethan Bear 

For the past three years, Rod Brind’Amour has clearly used 
a system where he can play his top four 20-plus minutes a 
night at times and has been hesitant to dish out big minutes 
to the bottom pairing. 

Pesce and Skjei were each other’s most common partners 
last season on the second pairing, logging 618:43 TOI at 
five-on-five, according to Natural Stat Trick. Meanwhile, 
Slavin and Hamilton were the most recurring combination, 
logging 766:19 as partners. Pesce logged a total of 984:22 
even-strength time on ice in general, though — that’s more 
than Hamilton’s 938:57 and Slavin’s 974:43 (although Slavin 
missed three games). Skjei, who also missed three games, 
occasionally found himself on the third pairing and ended up 
with 898:40 even-strength TOI. 

All of this is to say that while Pesce could theoretically 
deserve a spot next to Slavin on the top pairing, he and 
Brady “lung capacity” Skjei have been building some solid 
chemistry, and Pesce is already getting top-pairing minutes. 
It’d be one thing if there was a pattern of huge drop-off in 
usage between the first and the second pairings, but Pesce 
didn’t just keep up — he led everyone in even-strength time 
on ice. 

Then we have the more existential question of what to do 
with DeAngelo. The Canes obviously brought him in to be a 
cheap replacement for Hamilton, and he’d shown flashes of 
the same characteristics on a lesser scale — offensive 
production, power-play ability, weaker on defense (although 
Hamilton’s effort was improving and was being “awarded” 
more penalty kill time). 

Slavin is used to playing with an offensive-minded risk-taker 
at this point, and the Canes are going to want to give 
DeAngelo an opportunity to succeed out of the gate 
considering the backlash surrounding the signing. It makes 
sense to give him the first crack at the top pairing. 
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I do reckon the Canes will be able to ease up on the top-
heavy time on ice philosophy, if necessary, with reliable 
depth in Cole and potential in Bear. 

What will the goalie workload look like? 

If the Hurricanes have taught us anything in the past few 
years, it’s to never rule out your No. 2 or even your No. 3 
goalie coming in and stealing some games — or even the 
No. 1 spot. This is by design, and it supports a possibility that 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta might be sharing the net 
in a more 1A and 1B format as opposed to No. 1 and No. 2. 

There’s not much you and I can actually assess in terms of 
goaltending during training camp, but I’m sure Andersen and 
Raanta will be getting to know the coaches behind the 
scenes. 

If I’m a Hurricanes fan, I’m just hoping both Andersen and 
Raanta come out of camp healthy. Raanta has been 
infamously cursed with the injury bug throughout his career, 
Andersen is coming off an injury of his own, and I am not 
seeing anything to fall back on in the Hurricanes’ system. 

Where does Jesperi Kotkaniemi fit in? 

From the sound of it, the Hurricanes’ $6.1 million summer 
project is starting out on the left wing. 

“We know his skill level, we know what he brings to the 
table,” Waddell said of Jesperi Kotkaniemi after the signing. 
“We actually think, right now, we’ll probably start him on left 
wing. We’ve got Aho, (Vincent) Trocheck and (Jordan) Staal 
down the middle, and he’ll get to play with some very good 
players. We think he’s got the skill to be able to do that.” 

It’s safe to assume they won’t be tacking Kotkaniemi onto the 
fourth line and wishing him the best, so I’d bet we’ll see him 
getting tons of reps on both Trocheck and Staal’s lines. As 
much as I have loved the Nino Niederreiter-Trocheck-Necas 
combination, Niederreiter never gets enough credit for being 

tough to play against. It might make the most sense to put 
Kotkaniemi next to Trocheck and Necas for a skill line and 
slot Niederreiter in next to Staal and Jesper Fast for a 
checking line. 

But then we put our Rod “first line Brock McGinn, third line 
Svechnikov” Brind’Amour hats on and remember that 
sometimes Brind’Amour favors depth throughout the lineup 
with weapons dispersed over typical skill or checking lines. 
It’ll be interesting to see how Kotkaniemi jells with the second 
and third lines and what the coaching staff decides to do 
about it. 

I shouldn’t totally rule out a Team Finland first line, either, but 
I do think this is a big year for Svechnikov and he’s put in the 
work to deserve the best opportunity for success. 

Did the team get worse or better? 

Of course, it will be impossible to answer this question until 
about one month or so after the real action starts (or 
American Thanksgiving, if you’re into that). But we will get a 
first look at how a team full of new faces jells together during 
camp. 

Will they find some motivation in that chip-on-the-shoulder 
philosophy that took a Cinderella team to the Eastern 
Conference finals in 2019? Enough people are rooting 
against them to warrant that attitude after an offseason 
widely regarded as bizarre at best. 

Will the young core come back refined and wise enough to 
render losses like Hamilton and Alex Nedeljkovic moot? 

Or will the abundance of offseason changes made to a team 
that hasn’t missed the playoffs in three years blow up in its 
face? 

Did you know that the WWE debuted a new Italian mobster 
character named “Tony D’Angelo”?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 22, 2021 

 

 

 

Revamped Hurricanes open training camp 

Carolina made several additions and subtractions this 
offseason with the hopes of advancing further in the playoffs 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The NHL gets back to its usual 82-game 
schedule this season, but the team returning to the ice for 
the Carolina Hurricanes will look unfamiliar from the one that 
was eliminated in five games by the eventual champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning in early June. 

The goaltending depth chart has been completely turned 
over, the defense has been overhauled, and GM Don 
Waddell and the front office cut ties with a handful of 
longtime forwards and added both experience and potential 
in their place. 

That leaves a lot of questions as training camp opens this 
week. Let’s try and answer some of them. 

Who’s that behind me? 

In the spirit of Halloween, the Hurricanes will have three 
unknown masked men looming behind them on the ice. 
Gone are Petr Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic and James Reimer, 
and in their place comes Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta 
and Alex Lyon. 

Much of what happens in 2021-22 will hinge on whether or 
not Carolina made the right move in walking away from 
Mrazek and Reimer while trading a Calder Trophy finalist in 
Nedeljkovic. 

The good news is Andersen has the best track record of the 
lot. Andersen, who will be 33 when the season opens at PNC 
Arena against the Islanders on Oct. 14, is one of two goalies 
in NHL history with more than 200 wins and 100 or fewer 
losses. His 226-100-48 record is behind only Ken Dryden’s 
258-57-74 mark with the Canadiens dynasty of the 1970s, 
and the 6-foot-4 Dane has been a winner at every stop. 

Raanta, meanwhile, has had moments of brilliance in a 
career that has often been derailed by injuries. When he’s 
on, he’s among the best, and when he’s hurt — well, the 
Hurricanes have a career-long No. 3 in Alex Lyon waiting to 
help out. 

From Dougie to DeAngelo 

Dougie Hamilton — along with the 42 goals and 121 points 
he had in three seasons for Carolina — is gone to New 
Jersey on a deal that will pay him $63 million over seven 
seasons. Can Tony DeAngelo — cast aside by the Rangers 
and perhaps on his last chance in the NHL — fill some of 
that void? 

Talent-wise, the right-handed defender could. The 25-year-
old had 53 points in just 68 games 2019-20, a season total 
even Hamilton hasn’t reached in his career. And where does 
he fit? Is it next to Jaccob Slavin on the top pairing, or will he 
be in a more sheltered even-strength role? 

Carolina has options on the right side thanks to the addition 
of Ethan Bear, acquired from Edmonton for Warren Foegele 
in the offseason. 

The Hurricanes added more veteran guile and grit on the left 
side by signing Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. Jake Gardiner, 
who in two seasons has been unable to be a complementary 
offensive defenseman due to various ailments, is on long-
term injured reserve with hip and back problems. 

One sheet to the wind 

Speaking of LTIR, the cap space created by Gardiner’s 
absence opened the door for Carolina to successfully land 
2018 third overall pick Jesperi Kotkaniemi from Montreal via 
a hostile offer sheet. 

The one-year, $6.1 million deal will be difficult for the 21-
year-old Finn to live up to, but the Hurricanes don’t see the 
acquisition in terms of dollars and cents. Kotkaniemi will 
likely start on the wing as coach Rod Brind’Amour tries to 
build back his confidence and tap into the potential he has 
exhibited during three seasons with the Canadiens. 

All eyes on $vechnikov  

And while we’re talking a lot of money, Andrei Svechnikov 
has exactly that. Picked right before Kotkaniemi in the draft 
three years ago, the Russian winger has a new eight-year 
contract extension that will pay him an average of $7.75 
million annually. 

For his career, Svechnikov has scored at about a 24-goal 
pace for an 82-game season, and the expectation will be for 
the young Russian to grow into a 30-goal scorer as soon as 
this year. 

Return to the Metro 

After winning the Central Division last season, Carolina is 
back in the Metropolitan — and a look around the division 
shows the Hurricanes could again find themselves on top 
after the regular season. 

Washington and Pittsburgh both continue to age, and the 
Blue Jackets are in full rebuild mode. The Rangers, Devils 
and Flyers could compete for a playoff spot, but none have 
the look of a division winner. Carolina’s main competition will 
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likely be the Islanders, who added veterans Zdeno Chara 
and Zach Parise to an already veteran-laden lineup. 

Glimpse at the future 

While Carolina’s roster seems close to set heading into 
camp, that doesn’t mean there won’t be intriguing young 
players to watch in the preseason. The team’s most recent 

first-round picks, Seth Jarvis and Ryan Suzuki, will both try to 
beat the odds and make the team, and forwards Jack Drury, 
David Cotton and Jamieson Rees along with defenseman 
Joey Keane and Jesper Sellgren are all worth keeping an 
eye on.

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes season preview: Kotkaniemi added to enhance offense 

Revamp goaltending with Andersen, Raanta; supporting cast 
overhauled 

By Tom Gulitti 

The 2021-22 NHL season starts Oct. 12. With training camps 
opening this week, NHL.com is taking a look at the three 
keys, the inside scoop on roster questions, and the projected 
lineup for each of the 32 teams. Today, the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Coach: Rod Brind'Amour (fourth season) 

Last season: 36-12-8; first place in Discover Central Division, 
lost to Tampa Bay Lightning in Stanley Cup Second Round 

3 KEYS 

1. Integrating the newcomers 

The Hurricanes kept their core mostly intact but brought in 
two new goalies in Frederik Andersen (two-year contract) 
and Antti Raanta (two-year contract) and overhauled their 
supporting cast. That included adding forwards Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi (from the Montreal Canadiens on one-year 
restricted free agent offer sheet), Derek Stepan (one-year 
contract) and Josh Leivo (one-year contract) and 
defensemen Ethan Bear (trade with Edmonton Oilers), Tony 
DeAngelo (one-year contract), Ian Cole (one-year contract) 
and Brendan Smith (one-year contract). 

Brind'Amour said getting those new players indoctrinated 
into the Hurricanes system will be "the big challenge."  

"I look at last offseason and we had one player change and 
we get out of the gate and we lose 12 games all year 
because there's not a learning curve," Brind'Amour said. 
"Now, all of a sudden, we may have nine players out of the 
20 that are new. So that's the worry. Now, how quickly we 
pick things up, that's on me, but that's the concern, for sure." 

2. Replacing Dougie Hamilton  

Hamilton, who signed a seven-year contract with the New 
Jersey Devils on July 28, was the Hurricanes' biggest 

offseason loss. The defenseman scored 42 points (10 goals, 
32 assists) and averaged 22:43 in ice time in 55 games last 
season, so he leaves a significant hole on the right side that 
might require multiple players to fill. 

DeAngelo will get an opportunity to take on Hamilton's 
offensive role. DeAngelo scored 53 points (15 goals, 38 
assists) in 68 games with the New York Rangers in 2019-20 
and is looking to resurrect his career after New York bought 
out the final season of his contract July 24. Bear, who was 
acquired from Edmonton for forward Warren Foegele on July 
28, also might claim some of Hamilton's minutes. Bear 
scored eight points (two goals, six assists) and averaged 
17:58 in ice time in 43 games last season. 

3. Revamped goaltending 

Questions remain about whether the Hurricanes will be 
better in net with Andersen and Raanta after they were tied 
for fourth in the NHL with a 2.39 team goals-against average 
and tied for third in the League with a .920 save percentage 
last season with Alex Nedeljkovic (traded to the Detroit Red 
Wings), Petr Mrazek (signed with the Toronto Maple Leafs) 
and James Reimer (signed with the San Jose Sharks). 

Staying healthy will be essential. Limited by a lower-body 
injury, Andersen was 13-8-3 with a 2.96 GAA and .895 save 
percentage in 24 games (23 starts) with the Maple Leafs last 
season. Raanta missed time with upper-body and lower-
body injuries when he was 5-5-2 with a 3.36 GAA and .905 
save percentage in 12 games (11 starts) with the Arizona 
Coyotes last season. 

ROSTER RUNDOWN 

Position battles 

Training camp competitions will be mostly about determining 
where players fit best. For example, DeAngelo and Bear are 
options to play on the right side in the top four on defense, 
but is it better to slot one of them into Hamilton's old spot 
alongside Jaccob Slavin in the first pair or move Brett Pesce 
into that position and play DeAngelo or Bear with Brady Skjei 
on the second pair? 
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Although left wing on the third line with center Jordan Staal 
appears to be the logical starting point for Kotkaniemi, finding 
the best spot for him to excel will be part of camp. 

Most intriguing addition 

The spotlight is on Kotkaniemi after the Canadiens decided 
not to match the Hurricanes' one-year, $6.1 million offer 
sheet. Kotkaniemi, the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL Draft, 
scored 62 points (22 goals, 40 assists) in 171 games in three 
seasons with the Canadiens. The Hurricanes believe the 21-
year-old has the potential to produce more offensively and 
hope a fresh start with them will help him reach it. 

Biggest potential surprise 

Stepan got off to a slow start with the Ottawa Senators last 
season, scoring six points (one goal, five assists) in 20 
games before having season-ending shoulder surgery. Now 
healthy, the veteran of 11 NHL seasons can provide 
experience and depth scoring from the fourth line -- he's 
topped 50 points six times -- and is an option to move up in 
the lineup if needed. 

Ready to break through 

Before Kotkaniemi was signed, Jack Drury, a second-round 
pick (No. 42) in the 2018 draft, appeared in position to 
compete for a spot in the opening night lineup, but Carolina 
might not have room for the forward now. The 21-year-old 

scored 30 points (10 goals, 20 assists) in 41 games with 
Vaxjo in the Swedish Hockey League last season. 

Fantasy sleeper 

Kotkaniemi, who is expected to play left wing, brings 
intriguing fantasy upside, especially if he's on the top line 
with elite center Sebastian Aho and either right wing Martin 
Necas or Teuvo Teravainen. Kotkaniemi, who scored 20 
points (five goals, 15 assists) in 56 regular-season games 
and had eight points (five goals, three assists) in 19 Stanley 
Cup Playoff games in 2020-21, could be among the biggest 
fantasy surprises of the season if he sticks in a top-six role 
with the Hurricanes. -- Rob Reese 

Projected lineup 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter -- Vincent Trocheck -- Martin Necas 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook -- Derek Stepan -- Josh Leivo 

Jaccob Slavin -- Brett Pesce 

Brady Skjei -- Tony DeAngelo 

Ian Cole -- Ethan Bear 

Frederik Andersen 

Antti Raanta
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State of the Division: Breaking down the Metro’s centers 

Taking a look at every center in the Metropolitan Division 

By Zeke Lukow 

The Carolina Hurricanes won the Central Division last 
season, but are now back in the deep Metropolitan Division. 
The Canes hope to continue their success in the division, but 
with teams evolving how much success can they expect to 
have? 

The center position is the most important on the ice and can 
be a predictor of a team’s likelihood of success. Even with 
the best wingers on the ice, a team without good centers is 
always on the back foot. A good center can take a mediocre 
line to the next level.  

We looked at what the Hurricanes’ centers look like heading 
into the season, and we have broken down the division’s 
wingers. Now let's look at the pivots up and down the 
division. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: 

Jack Roslovic, Boone Jenner, Sean Kuraly, Max Domi and 
Kevin Stenlund 

The Blue Jackets have the worst center group in the division 
and it's not even that close. Columbus has gone from Pierre-
Luc Dubois and Nick Foligno to Roslovic and Jenner as their 
top two centers in just two years. After a few high-profile 
trades and free agents leaving, the Blue Jackets have 
quickly gone from playoff mode to full rebuild. 

In the trade that sent Dubois to Winnipeg for Patrik Laine and 
Jack Roslovic, the Jets certainly got the best player in the 
trade, but Columbus was able to acquire a top-six center with 
hometown roots and hoped to get a player who could regain 
form as a top winger. However, now they are relying on 
hometown hero Roslovic to not be one of the guys, but be 
THE guy on the top line.  

In his first season, he scored 12 goals and 34 points, both of 
which are career highs. He still has a long way to go to 
become a real top-line center. However, they don’t have any 
other option on the top line. 

Jenner has just one season with over 20 goals and that 
came back in the 2015-2016 season, but he does average 
more than 30 points per season, which proves he can be a 
capable playmaker. However, he has never been asked to 
play in real impact situations and could struggle against 
bigger players. 

Max Domi recently re-signed with the Blue Jackets for a one-
year, $5.3-million contract but has also struggled mightily 
since moving to Columbus. The young forward is now on his 
third team with his goal and point totals decreasing every 

season since the 2018-2019 season. He has shown flashes 
of brilliance but has yet to show consistency in his career.  

The new coach and new system could be just the blank slate 
that Domi and the team needs. A huge part of the Blue 
Jackets' potential is based on his ability to regain his 
confidence and get back up in the top six on a consistent 
basis.  

Rounding out the center position for the Jackets are Kuraly 
and Stenlund. The addition of Kuraly gives the Jackets some 
veteran depth that can fill in the bottom six and eat up 
penalty-kill minutes. Both he and Stenlund are depth centers 
and will give the Jackets some flexibility on the low end, but 
neither should be expected to be game changers this 
season. 

New Jersey Devils 

Jack Hughes, Nico Hischier, Michael Mcleod, Jesper Boqvist 

The New Jersey Devils are one of the most interesting teams 
in the division. They are still in their rebuild, but they are 
really taking steps to acquire game-changing players like 
Dougie Hamilton and Thomas Tatar to start giving them a 
real core of players. While they are still likely a few seasons 
off from making a true playoff push, they are going to be a 
tougher out than in previous seasons. 

Down the middle of the ice, they are going to be one of the 
youngest groups in the league with their oldest player being 
23-year-old Michael Mcleod. The group is led by their 22-
year-old captain of Hischier who is in his fifth full NHL 
season. Hischier is the only one in the group that has scored 
20 goals but that happened in the 2017-2018 season, his 
rookie campaign. Hughes is the only other of the four to 
score double-digit goals (11) when he did it last season. 

Hughes has been progressing in his first two seasons and 
could make a play for the top center position on the team. 
His 55% Corsi was the only positive Corsi out of any New 
Jersey centers last season. He was also one of six forwards 
to have a positive expected goals for percentage at 54.21%.  

Rounding out the bottom, Both Mcleod and Boqvist have yet 
to play more than 90 NHL. Neither has eclipsed the 10 goal 
or 15 point marks in a season as well. They have also 
struggled defensively, finishing as the bottom two forwards in 
Corsi for the Devils last season.  

So with the Devils still realistically on the outside looking in 
for the playoffs, what would a successful season look like? 
The Devils hope that both Hughes and Hischeir can take the 
next step and cement themselves as the top-two centers of 
the future. They also hope that one of their bottom-two 
centers can prove to be a full-time NHL player while they 
wait to acquire more depth.  
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New York Islanders  

Matt Barzal, Brock Neslon, Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Casey 
Cizikas 

The Islanders have brought back their center group that has 
proven to be very successful.  

Their centers are the most complete from top to bottom. 
Barzal is the least experienced center with just 289 games 
played but is by far the top center on the team. The four 
centermen have 1,972 games played between them with 
Barzal, Nelson and Cizikas being on the same team since 
the 2016-2017 season, Barzal’s rookie year. 

In the Isles’ system that Barry Trotz uses, no one player 
ends up standing out. This is proven by the fact that Barzal 
led the team with 46 points last season, which ranked just 
20th among all NHL centers. Nelson who led the team in 
goals ranked just 18th in NHL centers for goals.  

They ranked just 21st in the league with 2.71 goals for per 
game, but their stingy defense and quality goaltending 
means they only have to outscore 2.23 goals against per 
game. They play an incredibly complete team game in the 
regular season that translates perfectly to the playoffs.  

That being said, both Barzal and Nelson are still locks for 
40+ point seasons and should have 20 goals each. Pageau 
also has three seasons with 30 or more points and has 
shown that he is still capable of putting up these kinds of 
numbers. Just two seasons ago he had 26 goals and 42 total 
points. He really gives the Isles flexibility to roll three lines in 
any situation and causes matchup problems for teams 
without bottom-six depth.  

New York Rangers 

Mika Zibanejad, Ryan Strome, Filip Chytil, Kevin Rooney 

The New York Rangers return the same center group they 
had last season and only made tweaks to the wings this 
offseason to bring in more toughness. The Rangers continue 
to be an extremely top-heavy group that lacks consistency in 
their top six and depth in the third line. 

The Rangers have one of the best centers in the league in 
Mika Zibanejad, who is in the last year of his current 
contract. Zibanejad has 50 or more points in each of his last 
three seasons and has helped carry the Rangers to mild 
success at even strength and runs a highly successful 
power-play unit.  

The issue is the fall off from Zibanejad to Ryan Strome and 
Filip Chytil in the rest of the top six. Strome has shown 
flashes of being a great playmaker with 30 assists over the 
last two seasons. However, he struggles in the face-off circle 
with just a 45%-win percentage over his career.  

Chytil is just 22 heading into his fifth season, but he just 
hasn’t shown much progression from year to year. He’s 
constantly a “breakout” candidate for the Rangers but has 
never hit the next gear. His best year has just seen him 
score 23 points and his best season at the dot saw him win 
just 42% of draws.  

The main issue for each of these middle-six guys is the lack 
of consistency around them. With such a young group of 

wingers, neither have had similar linemates and with the 
Rangers often deploying a top-heavy first line, Strome has 
had to do more heavy lifting himself. With Gerard Gallant 
coming to the team, he can institute more consistency up 
and down the lineup. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Sean Couturier, Kevin Hayes, Scott Laughton, Nate 
Thompson 

The Flyers have decided that they have found their three 
centers for the future. They have locked up their top centers 
through the 2026 season and re-signed Sean Couturier to an 
eight-year, $7.750-AAV contract starting next season that 
runs through the 2029-2030 season.  

While this may sound promising, the youngest center they 
have is Laughton at 27. Their center core is going to age out 
in the coming seasons so they are in a win-now mode 
without a real win-now roster. While Couturier and Hayes are 
still effective, when they start to fall off they will fall off hard. 

Couturier cemented himself at the top of the lineup and led 
the team last season in scoring with .91 points per game. 
Hayes on the other hand has been less consistent after 
signing with the Flyers. He had just 12 goals and 31 total 
points last season while making $7.142 million. 

Laughton and Thompson fill out the center position with low-
end depth. Neither are going to light up the scoresheet, but 
Laughton provides a competent third-line center that can 
play good defense. Laughton led the team last season in 
goals for with a 62.5% while Hayes and Couturier clocked in 
at 48.15% and 64.48%, respectively.  

The Flyers are a confusing team that has wildly moved 
around the standings over the last few seasons, but that’s 
exactly what this roster is. They have some top-end skill but 
no one that really acts as a real game-breaker. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Jeff Carter, Teddy Blueger 

The Penguins have two of the best centers in the league in 
Crosby and Malkin. For years the Penguins have been 
looking for the third center that could fit in and take the third 
line to the next level and they think they found that player in 
Jeff Carter.  

When Malkin and Crosby split into separate lines it gives the 
Penguins two top lines, which causes huge matchup 
problems for opponents.  

Crosby gives the Pens the greatest gift in that he elevates 
the players around him on his line. They are able to roll out 
average wingers and have them score 20 plus goals a 
season by being at the right place at the right time with their 
stick on the ice.  

While Crosby elevates those around him through 
playmaking, Malkin does it with goal scoring. Malkin is 
guaranteed to at least score 20 goals a season but also 
scored 40 goals in the 2017-2018 season. Malkin’s ability to 
also dish the puck to open players forces the defenders to 
pick their poison against the second line. 
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Carter came over in a trade deadline deal from the Los 
Angeles Kings. Carter was able to score 11 points in 14 
regular-season games and five points in six playoff games. 
The Penguins have been chasing a third center, and they 
hope that Carter at 36 years old can repeat the success he 
had last season down the stretch. 

Washington Capitals 

Nicklas Backstrom, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Lars Eller, Nic Dowd 

The Capitals have been struggling with their center depth 
over the last couple of seasons. The Caps thought they had 
their long-term second center in Kuznetsov, but he has 
struggled over the few seasons including getting benched 
multiple times last season.  

At his height, Kuznetsov was over a point per game player in 
the regular season and post-season in the 2017-2018 

season which also saw the Caps win the Stanley Cup. 
Kuznetsov was also one of the biggest impact players for the 
Caps throughout that cup run, something that he has 
struggled to do since. Lately, his name has been thrown 
around as trade bait, but it will be tough to move his $7.8-
million cap hit with a modified no-trade clause. 

The Caps still have their long-time top center in Backstrom 
who still leads the team in assists with 38 last season and 
had the most points per game (.96) than anyone else on the 
Washington Capitals. This point-per-game pace is on par for 
his entire career, so it should be expected that he’s back up 
to a 70+ point area in the upcoming season. 

Eller proved to be a good possession center for the third line 
with a 55% Corsi last season and a team-high 57.01% 
expected goals for despite having the second fewest 
offensive zone starts of Capitals centers.

 

Hurricanes announce 2021 training camp schedule and roster 

The team’s first on-ice session will be Thursday at 9 a.m.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Hockey is right around the corner! The Hurricanes 
announced their roster and schedule for their 2021 
preseason and training camp Tuesday evening. The camp 
starts Wednesday with physicals and a team meeting, and 
the first on-ice session is Thursday morning at 9 a.m. at PNC 
Arena.  

The team’s roster is split into two groups, Team Attitude and 
Team Energy. On Thursday, Team Attitude will practice first 
at 9 a.m., followed by Team Energy at 11. That’s mostly the 
schedule for the first part of camp, other than a couple off 
days, and, of course, the four preseason game days with the 
first coming Tuesday, Sept. 28 against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning at PNC Arena.  

The Hurricanes have a team scrimmage scheduled for Oct. 
3, and it looks like they plan to be down to one group with 
one team practice per day after that.  

The team has announced that training camp is open to fully 
vaccinated and masked members of the media only.  

The training camp roster features 46 skaters and six goalies 
(the two groups have not been announced yet). This training 
camp will take on added importance with the number of new 
faces the Canes added to their NHL group: two goalies 
(Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta), four defensemen 
(Brendan Smith, Tony DeAngelo, Ethan Bear and Ian Cole) 
and three forwards (Derek Stepan, Josh Leivo, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi). 

The training camp roster features four members of the 2021 
draft class in Bobby Orr, Justin Robidas, Patrik Hamrla and 
Bryce Montgomery. 

The full roster is below:  

Forwards 

Jordan Staal 
Vincent Trocheck 
Derek Stepan 
Sebastian Aho 
Nino Niederreiter 
Seth Jarvis 
Stefan Noesen 
Dominik Bokk 
Andrei Svechnikov 
Josh Leivo 
Sam Miletic 
Bobby Orr 
Justin Robidas 
C.J. Smith 
Jordan Martinook 
Stelio Mattheos 
Andrew Poturalski 
Maxim Letunov 
Ryan Suzuki 
Jesper Fast 
Jack Drury 
Spencer Smallman 
Steven Lorentz 
Jamieson Rees 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
Blake Murray 
David Cotton 
Martin Necas 
Teuvo Teravainen
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Hurricanes prospect showcase Recap 

The Hurricanes’ prospects put forth some good 
performances over the course of three games, playing with 
the same intensity that has become the Hurricanes’ calling 
card in recent years. 

By Matthew Somma 

The Prospects Showcase has come and gone, so now it’s 
time to talk about which players established themselves as 
the next Gretzky, Lidstrom or Hasek. In all seriousness, 
these tournaments are pretty meaningless and all for players 
to get some extra time working with NHL coaches and staff. 
Still, it’s a good time for fans and teams to get an idea of 
where their prospects are at in their development, who 
improved over the past season and more. Nobody is going to 
make the team due to a strong performance in rookie camp, 
but getting extra development time is important for a lot of 
prospects.  

The showcase is a benchmark for prospect development, 
meaning that you see where they’re at in their development 
before getting to see them later on at the World Juniors or 
the following summer’s rookie camp. In addition to watching 
the first two games online, I was able to attend Tuesday’s 
game against Nashville, a 3-2 overtime loss. Here’s a recap 
of each prospect that played at the tournament as well as 
some notes on the players I saw.  

Seth Jarvis 

Jarvis was far and away the best player for the Hurricanes in 
this tournament. His speed was elite, he was making plays, 
scoring goals and being an overall threat in all three zones. 
The 13th overall pick in 2020 was as good as advertised and 
is very clearly a top prospect in the Hurricanes’ system. 
Jarvis’ all around game is elite and although he may not 
make the NHL roster this season, it’s clear that he’ll be an 
NHL player in the near future. Jarvis was the best player on 
the ice at any given moment, using his speed to create 
offense and draw penalties. Jarvis was utilized in almost 
every situation, giving the Hurricanes multiple reasons to 
give him a shot in camp. Even though their roster is close to 
being set, it wouldn’t surprise me if Jarvis sticks around in 
camp for a good while. 

Dominik Bokk 

Aside from Bokk’s goal against Nashville, I thought that he 
was largely unnoticeable throughout Carolina’s three games. 
There were periods of time where I thought that he looked 
confident with the puck and dynamic, but then he’d hold onto 
the puck for too long and turn it over. Bokk is still what I’d call 
a “selfish” player, holding onto the puck instead of passing it 
and then skating himself into a corner. It’s tough to generate 
offense when Bokk can kill the momentum, but that’s 
something that can be worked on over time with Bokk. Still, 
his shot is elite and that alone makes him a threat in the 
offensive zone.  

Joey Keane 

Keane looked like the most polished Hurricanes 
defenseman, making plays from the point and shutting down 
offense for the most part. No player is going to be perfect, 
and Keane certainly made his mistakes, but Keane was solid 

for the majority of his ice time at the tournament. His speed 
and strength stood out, as did his ability to man the point on 
the power play and at even strength. Keane looked less like 
an offensive defenseman and more like a two-way threat, 
which is a good thing for the Hurricanes. Keane’s defensive 
play was polished and I thought his pairing with Ronan 
Seeley was the Hurricanes’ best throughout the tournament. 

Bobby Orr 

I wish that I could have seen Orr play a little more at the 
tournament. Orr looked like a prospect that needed more 
development time, which isn’t a bad thing at all. He’s a young 
player that was playing against much older competition and 
held his own for the most part. Orr made a few nice plays to 
generate turnovers in the offensive zone, but other than that, 
I didn’t notice much else.  

Justin Robidas 

Robidas was a pleasant surprise during the showcase. He 
was one of the players that was a consistent threat both at 
even strength and on the power play due to his speed and 
elite wrist shot. Robidas looked more like a dynamic threat in 
the offensive zone on a consistent basis, something that I 
wished he would be when I wrote my profile on him a few 
weeks ago. I was impressed with Robidas in all three zones, 
giving me more optimism heading into the QMJHL season. 
I’m not going to make any assumptions about his NHL 
upside from this tournament, but I’m happier knowing that he 
does have a higher level in his game. 

Stelio Mattheos 

Mattheos has had a few rough seasons since signing his 
entry-level deal with regards to injuries and his cancer 
recovery. He looks to be back into form now, fully embracing 
the role of a gritty two-way forward with some offensive 
upside. Mattheos was getting under the opposition’s skin and 
made his presence known, being a general pain in the...butt 
wherever he went. If this is a preview of what Mattheos’ 
season will be like, I wouldn’t be surprised at all if he takes 
on a bigger role with the Wolves. Teams need those 
agitators, and with the amount of skill that Mattheos has, he 
could be a tremendous asset for the Hurricanes moving 
forward. 

Ethan Ritchie 

Ritchie is the first invite to come up thus far. He’s heading 
into his double overage season after not playing in the OHL 
last year. I can see that he was a bit of a late bloomer 
because he skated well and had some decent moments on 
the blue line. I don’t see a ton of offensive upside but he 
showed promise as a defender that could move the puck in 
transition and shut down plays at the blue line. Ritchie 
probably won’t be selected by the Hurricanes in the 2022 
draft but he could generate some interest for an amateur try 
out with the Wolves once his OHL season is over. 

Jesper Sellgren 

Sellgren had a tough game against Tampa but was a steady 
presence for the other two games. Sellgren’s skating is elite 
and it allows for him to close gaps within a step or two, 
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making it tough for players to get any sort of offense going. 
Sellgren is much more willing to play the body and has a 
more aggressive style now, something that I was hoping he’d 
develop after his time with Charlotte during the Calder Cup 
run. Sellgren is showing promise for an NHL career and you 
can see that he has started to develop more of an NHL 
game. I liked his play in transition, and while I wasn’t sold on 
his power-play skills, it’s clear that he can play in the 
offensive zone if necessary. Overall, I was impressed with 
Sellgren’s play. It wasn’t flashy but it didn’t have to be in 
order to be effective. 

Bryce Montgomery 

Montgomery had a solid game against Florida, a rough 
outing against Tampa and a good bounce back effort against 
Nashville. It’s clear what the Hurricanes saw in Montgomery. 
He’s a raw talent with strong skating skills and a big body. 
The defensive skills are there and I see a bit of 
Montgomery’s offensive game, but it’s clear that he needs a 
lot of polishing. That’s fine, though. Montgomery is playing 
for one of the best OHL programs and should develop more 
with an increased role in London this year. He struggled to 
make breakout passes and defend along the boards against 
Tampa. Montgomery learned from those mistakes and made 
improvements against Nashville, which was good to see. His 
breakouts weren’t perfect but he made more of them and 
held his own along the boards. 

Ryan Suzuki 

Suzuki made an impact on the Hurricanes’ top line. He 
dictated the pace of play, was a strong physical presence 
and contributed on the power play and at even strength. 
Suzuki is improving in a lot of ways, but what has 
consistently stood out to me is how much his play away from 
the puck has improved. Suzuki had to play physically in order 
to keep up with Nashville and Tampa, which helped keep the 
Hurricanes in games. Suzuki didn’t carry the play as much as 
Jarvis did, but he was still a force to be reckoned with and it 
makes me excited for what he’ll be able to do this season. 

Paul Christopoulos 

I thought that the pairing of Christopoulos and Ritchie was a 
strong pairing for the Hurricanes against Nashville. 
Christopoulos was able to keep up and defended well 
against a much more experienced Nashville team. 
Christopoulos was invited to camp because he didn’t have 
an OHL season and the Hurricanes wanted to get more 
viewings of the player. He could have been on the 
Hurricanes’ radar as a possible option, so now they get a 
little more information before the OHL season. 

Ty Nash 

Nash didn’t do a lot to stand out, unfortunately. I liked his 
speed, but there wasn’t much to write home about otherwise. 
He wasn’t given a whole lot of minutes and so I can’t speak 
too much on his overall game. Again, this is a case where 
the Hurricanes wanted more viewings of a player that didn’t 
get drafted this past draft. 

Jack Drury 

Aside from Nashville’s overtime winner, I thought that Drury 
was a strong two-way presence and looked much quicker 

than he has in the past. He’s a dark horse to make the 
Hurricanes’ roster due to his strong two-way play, skating, 
play around the net and reliability in the faceoff circle. I was 
hoping to see a little more from Drury in the offensive zone, 
but that just means that he’ll need a little more time to 
develop in the AHL. Drury was clearly one of the more NHL 
ready prospects on the Hurricanes’ roster, though. He won’t 
be out of the NHL for too long. 

Carter Robertson 

I didn’t see too much from Robertson in this tournament, I’m 
not going to lie. Other than the one rush and chip shot that 
hit the crossbar, Robertson did little to stand out. That’s not a 
bad thing if you’re a defenseman, but I wish that I could have 
seen a little more out of Robertson. He has signed with the 
Hurricanes’ ECHL affiliate, the Norfolk Admirals. 

Jamieson Rees 

Rees is the worst player to play against if you’re on the 
opposing team. The dude just does not quit and will do 
absolutely anything to get under your skin, even if it means 
toeing the line a bit. Rees was a part of the Hurricanes’ top 
line, meaning that his line dictated the pace of play and was 
the Hurricanes’ best throughout the tournament. I could talk 
for hours about how Rees is going to be the next great 
agitator in the NHL, and it’s true. He’s the most aggressive 
and irritating player to play against and he has a ton of 
individual skill to boot. Give him one more year in the AHL 
and he’ll be ready to play with the big boys in the NHL. 

Ronan Seeley 

Seeley’s best work was done in the defensive zone, where 
his quick stride and hockey sense allowed for him to close 
gaps and get in the way of a lot of offense. Seeley is a strong 
two-way defender whose offensive game is just starting to 
blossom. I’ve never been afraid to say that I like the way 
Seeley plays, even if I’m not sure if he’ll earn an NHL 
contract. The skill he has makes me feel like he’ll at least 
have third pairing upside, even if his offensive game never 
fully develops. Seeley had a solid showing alongside Joey 
Keane and should be a top defenseman for Everett in the 
WHL this season. 

David Cotton 

Cotton was a strong presence in the offensive zone and 
brought a more veteran presence to the lineup. Still, I felt that 
he was lacking a bit. Cotton was one of the older players at 
the tournament and yet I didn’t get the sense that he was 
able to dominate. Still, he made a few nice offensive plays 
and was able to generate a few scoring chances with his 
shot and power forward style of play. 

Blake Murray 

Murray can fly and has a heck of a shot, that’s for sure. I felt 
that his AHL role was undefined heading into the showcase 
and he emerged as a strong, pro ready player. Murray’s 
physical play stood out as something I hadn’t noticed prior to 
the showcase, too. Now I will say that Murray needs to find a 
way to be present in the offensive zone when he’s not 
shooting the puck, but the skills are there. 
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Tucker Robertson 

It was hard to notice a lot of the camp invites, as is usually 
the case. Robertson did make a fantastic pass against 
Tampa Bay for a goal, but that’s about all I noticed from him. 
Still, you’re looking at a player that didn’t have a season and 
one that could be an option in the upcoming draft. I just didn’t 
see a ton at this tournament. 

Riley Stotts 

I was expecting more from Stotts, a former third round pick 
and camp invite. Nothing about his game stood out other 
than the pace he played at. 

Beck Warm 

I know that some of the goals against weren’t his fault, but I 
was hoping to see more from Warm. He let in a few softies 
and I felt that the two other goalies on the roster outplayed 
him. Still, Warm’s explosive pushes made for some excellent 
cross crease saves.  

Patrik Hamrla 

Hamrla was a pleasant surprise, wasn’t he? I don’t think that 
many Hurricanes fans, myself included, knew much about 
Hamrla before the Prospects Showcase, so getting to see 
almost a full game’s worth of work from him was a nice 
surprise. Hamrla’s glove stole the show and he made a few 
great saves in transition and against players in the slot. 
There are some things that I’d like to see him work on, such 
as his post coverage, his lateral movement, and his overall 
happy feet. I felt that Hamrla was very erratic against Tampa 
Bay and occasionally got out of position. Still, for an 18-year-

old goaltender, Hamrla stole the show. He was excellent and 
I’m looking forward to seeing what he can do in the QMJHL 
this year. 

Eetu Makiniemi 

Finally, we arrive at Eetu Makiniemi. Honestly, I was 
impressed with his outing against the Panthers. He was solid 
and I feel that if he was fighting for an AHL job this year, he 
made a good case for himself from that start. So why doesn’t 
he get some time against the next two opponents? Honestly, 
I’m not sure. Makiniemi had a strong performance but I feel 
that the Hurricanes wanted to see Hamrla after his 
performance in relief against Tampa. As for why Warm 
played in the second half versus Nashville, your guess is as 
good as mine. I feel that Makiniemi made a strong 
impression but may start in the ECHL given the depth that 
the Hurricanes currently have in goal. 

Superlatives 

Best forward - Seth Jarvis 

Best defenseman - Joey Keane (honorable mention to 
Sellgren and Seeley) 

Best goalie - Patrik Hamrla 

Best new player - Patrik Hamrla 

Best returning player - Seth Jarvis 

Biggest surprise - Patrik Hamrla 

Best invitee - Ethan Ritchie

 

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254396944.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254413088.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254407899.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254433018.html 

https://theathletic.com/2839791/2021/09/22/six-burning-questions-ahead-of-hurricanes-training-camp-from-defense-pairs-to-jesperi-kotkaniemis-
role/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/09/revamped-hurricanes-open-training-camp/ 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-2021-22-season-preview/c-326206184 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/21/22685274/state-of-the-division-breaking-down-the-metros-centers 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/21/22687118/hurricanes-announce-2021-training-camp-schedule-and-roster 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/22/22683194/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-showcase 
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‘The mood is one of excitement’ as Hurricanes open preseason training 
camp 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are headed into preseason training camp 
thankful for a degree of normalcy — camp begins in September, the 
regular season in October — and eager to get on the ice and get started 
in 2021-22. 

The Canes announced their 52-player training camp roster and schedule 
Tuesday. After physical testing on Wednesday, the first on-ice sessions 
will begin Thursday at PNC Arena, and the first preseason exhibition 
game will be played at home Sept. 28 against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The pandemic has not ended and the threat remains of another season 
with disruptions. But the Canes are 100% vaccinated — players and 
staff. They’re ready. 

The vibe of the team going into training camp? 

“I think the mood is one of excitement,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said 
in an interview Monday. “Obviously we’ve got new faces so it’s getting to 
know each other and getting to know each other’s families. As for the 
hockey side, we’re just excited to get going and see what this team can 
do.” 

During the COVID-19 season of 2020-21 that was condensed to 56 
games, the Canes won a newly formed Central Division. The team will go 
back to the Metropolitan Division in 2021-22, back to playing 82 games 
while trying to secure a fourth straight appearance in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

The Canes have undergone a sizable changeover since last season and 
will go into training camp looking for the best spots to place new faces. 

Take Jesperi Kotkaniemi, for example. Until Sept. 4, he was a member of 
the Montreal Canadiens. But the Habs decided not to match the Canes’ 
offer sheet to the forward, a restricted free agent, and on Sept. 4 the 
Canes acquired another new player. 

“It’s going to be different, no question,” Staal said. “There will be some 
new roles filled and some positions in certain scenarios up for grabs. 

“It’s good. It will make for a good training camp with guys vying for spots. 
We’ve got a lot of talent and a lot of depth, so it will be tough.” 

$2 for 2 months 

Subscribe for unlimited access to our website, app, eEdition and more 

CLAIM OFFER 

A team of Canes prospects completed play Tuesday in the 2021 NHL 
Prospects Showcase hosted by the Lightning. The Canes were 1-0-2 in 

the three games, losing 3-2 in overtime Tuesday to the Nashville 
Predators. 

Among the prospects who will be at the Canes training camp: forwards 
Seth Jarvis, Ryan Suzuki, Dominik Bokk and Jack Drury, and 
defensemen Joey Keane and Jesper Sellgren. 

There are 46 skaters and six goalies on the camp roster, and they will be 
divided into two groups: Team Attitude and Team Energy. Practices will 
be held at PNC Arena and the Canes’ practice facility at the Wake 
Competition Center. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES PRESEASON GAME SCHEDULE 

7 p.m. Sept. 28: home vs. Tampa Bay 

7 p.m. Oct. 1: at Tampa Bay 

7 p.m. Oct. 5: home vs Nashville 

4 p.m. Oct. 9: at Nashville 
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Carolina Hurricanes on track to host this NHL outdoor game at NC State 
next season 

 

BY ANNA JOHNSON 

 

The delayed outdoor Carolina Hurricanes game at Carter-Finley Stadium 
appears to be back on for next season. 

“A little bit of news for you,” said Jeff Merritt, executive director of the 
Centennial Authority, which oversees PNC Arena. “The Winter Classic, 
the outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium, will be played in Raleigh in 
either December 2022 or January or February of 2023. So we’re just over 
a year away for that major event. We are really looking forward to that.” 

Merritt was one of several speakers briefing the Raleigh City Council on 
the state of tourism in the city and Wake County on Tuesday. 

“I am very happy to hear the Winter Classic is coming,” Raleigh Mayor 
Mary-Ann Baldwin said. “We’ve been trying to get that here for years. So 
that is great news.” 

The Winter Classic is the NHL’s premier New Year’s Day outdoor game 
but the term is often used as shorthand for other outdoor NHL games; 
the Hurricanes were previously awarded a Stadium Series outdoor game. 

The game was originally scheduled for February 2021, the Hurricanes’ 
first outdoor game after years of negotiations with the NHL and N.C. 
State. However, in December 2020 the game was postponed due to 
COVID-19 concerns as the NHL played a condensed, 56-game 
schedule, with limited attendance at first. 
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While some fans hoped to see the game this season, the NHL and 
Hurricanes agreed to postpone the game. This summer, NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman said it was a question of timing and stadium 
logistics. 

Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell said at the time 
the decision to postpone the game for a year was a mutual agreement “to 
assure a safe environment in front of a packed house at Carter-Finley 
Stadium,” The News & Observer previously reported. Via text message, 
Waddell declined to comment Tuesday. 
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He had COVID. He had a concussion. Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen just 
wants normal year 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

MORRISVILLE-Carolina Hurricanes winger Teuvo Teravainen recently 
was asked what one word he’d use to describe last season. 

“Different,” the forward said. 

Different, for sure. In Teravainen’s case, other words might be: 
Challenging, frustrating, disjointed and, in the end, disappointing. It was 
all of that. 

Teravainen first had COVID-19. That was different. The virus kept him 
out of three early-season games and in quarantine until he was ruled fit 
to return. 

Then, there was a concussion. Teravainen was hammered along the 
boards during a Feb. 19 game against the Chicago Blackhawks, missing 
the next seven games and 32 of the next 33. 

“The COVID stuff, then I got injured and everything, made it a pretty 
weird year,” Teravainen told the News & Observer after an informal on-
ice workout at Wake Competition Center. “You learn something every 
year as you get a little older and more experienced. I had to go through 
some tougher times but I think it just makes me stronger this year. 

“It’s all in the past now. I’m excited about this season. New guys on the 
team, fans back in the building ... I’m excited about it.” 

Teravainen, who turned 27 on Sept. 11, is among the Canes’ most 
versatile guys. His quick hands and offensive instincts are elite and often 
on full display when playing with his hockey alter ego on the ice, center 
Sebastian Aho. He’s alert defensively, often in the right spots to rub out 
mistakes, and effective on special teams. 

The Canes won the Central Division during the abbreviated 2020-21 
season. But they missed No. 86 when he was out. 

Canes captain Jordan Staal was the first Carolina player to have COVID-
19 last season. He also has had his share of concussion issues in his 
career and he’s empathetic to what Teravainen experienced. 

“It was hard to watch,” Staal said. “I know the feeling of just not feeling 
good every other day and getting frustrated with that and just kind of 
sitting and waiting. Sometimes, it lasts longer than you’d like it and it 
starts getting in your head. 

“For him to do that, as a single guy, during COVID, in North America with 
no family, I can imagine it was a tough, tough year. It’s great to see him 
smile and back feeling healthy. I think everybody is going to be 
pleasantly surprised with the game he’s going to bring this year.” 

Canes fans would like to see Teravainen back on a line with Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov. But Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour likely has been 

tinkering with potential lines, factoring in the unexpected newcomer to 
Carolina: Forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who switched teams when the 
Montreal Canadiens failed to match an offer sheet given to him by the 
Canes. 

“You don’t see that happen much in this league,” Teravainen said. 

Teravainen wants to get back on the ice. He played just 21 regular-
season games in 2020-21 and then 11 in the Stanley Cup playoffs as the 
Canes were ousted in the second round by the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 
2021 Cup champions. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Teuvo Teravainen (86) dives at the puck controlled 
by Columbus Blue Jackets’ Oliver Bjorkstrand (28) during the third period 
of an NHL hockey game, in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2019. Karl 
B DeBlaker AP 

The Canes will open preseason training camp this week at PNC Arena 
with a new look, and not just with Kotkaniemi. There will be new faces 
sprinkled throughout the lineup, starting in net with goalies Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta and on the back end with defensemen Ian 
Cole, Tony DeAngelo and Ethan Bear. 

It was a lot of turnover for a team that was 36-12-8 last season and 
whose 80 points were third-best in the NHL. Some of the departed 
players priced themselves out — defenseman Dougie Hamilton signed a 
seven-year, $63 million free-agent deal with New Jersey — and the 
Canes had others leave through a trade (Warren Foegele) or the 
expansion draft to the Seattle Kraken (Morgan Geekie). 

The informal skates at the Canes practice facility this month have caused 
a lot of roster-searching by onlookers to match names and numbers. 
Some numbers are fixtures — No. 86, to name one. Then there are Nos. 
28, 77, 82 and 18 — Cole, DeAngelo, Kotkaniemi and Derek Stepan. 

Teravainen sees no problem with the extent of the makeover. The 
Canes, who open the 2021-22 season Oct. 14 against the New York 
Islanders at PNC Arena, will be after a fourth straight playoff appearance. 

“It’s looking good and hopefully we can put it together and I’m sure 
Roddy will be really good at that,” Teravainen said. “The playoffs are a 
different world and you’ve got to be at your best against the best teams. 
We were pretty close, I think, but still it’s those little things you need to be 
better at to win the championship. 

“I’m sure we’re learning from the losses and the mistakes we make in 
those tight games. Against Tampa (Bay), we took a little too many 
penalties at tough times and their skill will take over when they get too 
many chances on the power play. But Roddy and the coaching staff will 
teach us to be better this year.” 
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The Athletic / Why Jim Hughson is leaving his seat on ‘Hockey Night in 
Canada’: ‘I’m just going to be on the other side of the TV’ 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Sep 22, 2021   

 

It was just after 10 a.m., moments after Jim Hughson officially retired, 
and it was busy. He had already taken Beau, his golden retriever, on 
their long daily walk, and he was getting ready for a round of golf, but not 
before he ordered a new electric bicycle. 

“I live on a really steep hill,” he said. “And I’m sick and tired of beating 
myself up trying to ride up it on a mountain bike.” 

Hughson and his wife, Denise, have a home in the Okanagan Valley, in 
southern British Columbia, and it was shaping up to be another beautiful 
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day on Tuesday. It was also the first day of Hughson’s life off the air, as 
he announced he’s leaving the microphone behind after more than 40 
years in the business. 

He still has the official scorer’s sheet from his first NHL game. It is 
handwritten, from a night in 1979, when the Canucks visited the Montreal 
Forum to play the Canadiens. Between that game and his first morning 
as a retiree, Hughson had been honoured for his work by the Hockey 
Hall of Fame, and had been named the best play-by-play voice four times 
at the Canadian Screen Awards. 

“This is not a sad decision at all,” he said. “This is a very, very positive 
move for me. Because I’ve had just a fantastic time.” 

The industry was changing, he said, and coupled with the COVID 
restrictions and protocols, it seemed like the right time to leave. Hughson, 
64, also said there were “family considerations” in leaving his job at 
“Hockey Night in Canada.” 

“I’m like a lot of people in our industry: I missed a whole lot of things that 
my wife was there for while I was working,” he said. “It’s not much of a 
payback, but there’s time for a little bit of a payback while we’re still 
healthy and still feeling really good.” 

In a release, Sportsnet said it would announce its 2021-22 broadcast 
crew in “the coming weeks.” The show has already lost at least two other 
key pieces, with Sherali Najak, the senior producer, leaving to work with 
the CBC’s Olympic coverage, and with NHL reporter Chris Johnston 
leaving to work at the Toronto Star. 

Chris Cuthbert, who left TSN to join Sportsnet last year, called the 
Stanley Cup final last spring. He is expected to remain as the lead voice, 
with other play-by-play voices growing into larger roles without Hughson 
in one of the big chairs. 

“He was a legend, calling the games,” said retired goaltender Roberto 
Luongo. “It’s a comforting voice, when you watch the game knowing that 
he’s calling it.” 

Luongo spent eight seasons with the Canucks and, perhaps more than 
any player, is entwined with part of Hughson’s legacy. It was in 
Vancouver where the goaltender became the subject of a signature call: 
“Great save, Luongo!” 

“Once in a while, when I go watch old YouTube videos, or my kids are on 
there watching some of daddy’s saves, you always hear that in the 
background,” said Luongo. “It’s something that brings back good 
memories, and it always gives me the chills when I hear it.” 

The 42-year-old Luongo is now working as a special advisor to the 
general manager with the Florida Panthers. Having that voice narrate so 
many of his career highlights, he said, “actually makes the saves more 
exciting — it just brings a whole other dimension to it.” 

Hughson began calling games on radio, and while he is closely 
associated with hockey, his career also took him out to the diamond. He 
was part of the broadcast team that carried the Blue Jays to viewers as 
the team won back-to-back World Series titles in 1992 and 1993. 

He also worked with EA Sports as a voice for its NHL product. There 
were people, he said, who were surprised to learn he actually called real 
NHL games on television. 

In 2008, Hughson replaced Bob Cole as the lead national voice on 
“Hockey Night in Canada.” With his background and his roots in 
Vancouver, some viewers in the East argued he held a West Coast bias 
in the way he called the games. 

Scott Moore worked with Hughson at TSN, as well as the CBC and at 
Sportsnet. He was a high-ranking executive at Sportsnet when Rogers 
Communications signed its eye-popping 12-year, $5.2-billion rights deal 
with the NHL in 2013. 

During that first playoff run, Moore said he received an email from the 
president of an NHL team. He refused to name the executive, but he said 
the executive complained “vociferously” about how biased Hughson had 
sounded against his team during the playoff game. 

Within 15 minutes, Moore said he got an email from the president of the 
opposing team in that playoff series. That president was also upset, and 

was also complaining about how Hughson seemed to favour the 
opposition. 

“I simply sent the emails to the other president and said, ‘Jim must be 
doing a good job,’” Moore said with a laugh. “It’s something I laugh about 
with those team presidents to this day.” 

Hughson, he said, was part of a new generation of play-by-play voices. 
He said he did not only tell the viewers what was happening down on the 
ice, but he would also often slip in brief explanations of why it was 
happening. 

“I used to say he could do play-by-play and colour on the same 
broadcast if he wanted to,” said Moore. “He made such a great 
partnership with Craig Simpson that he didn’t need to.” 

Hughson scaled back his workload during the pandemic. He resisted 
travel — and praised Sportsnet for its policy to avoid travel — and largely 
worked games in Vancouver. 

“I was very humbled by how many people within the community — and 
people I don’t even know — reached out wondering if I was OK, and 
telling me they missed me,” he said. “That’s pretty cool.” 

Hughson has thought about broadcasting long enough for his two 
grandchildren to know what he does for a living, but ultimately decided it 
would take too long. Neither of them are school-aged yet, and he figured 
he could not wait another decade before stepping away. 

He will rely on the internet for proof of his career: “They will be able to 
hear what grandpa used to do.” 

Hughson said he does not have any concrete plans for what comes next. 
He likes the outdoors. He likes the idea of finding a good recipe and 
spending the day cooking a stew. His grandchildren are close by, and so 
are his friends, including those he was going to meet for golf. 

When the pandemic finally eases and the world opens up again, he 
suspected there would also be some travel in his future, especially to 
avoid the gloomy winter rains in British Columbia. And there will still be 
hockey, and “Hockey Night in Canada.” 

“I’ll still be watching every game on Saturday night,” he said. “I’m just 
going to be on the other side of the TV.” 
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The Athletic / Travis Zajac on Lou Lamoriello, 17-year-old Jonathan 
Toews and a one-man draft party 

 

By Sean Gentille  

Sep 21, 2021  

  

Earlier this year — before the man who drafted him in 2004 traded for 
him 17 years later — Travis Zajac was called “the perfect Devil.” 

On Monday, he retired with the crown still in place. It’s tough to imagine 
any player embodying a franchise any better. Now, one of the rock-solid, 
two-way centers of his generation is done. Zajac, 36, signed a one-day 
contract with New Jersey before making it official, then took a job with the 
team. 

On Tuesday, he took some time to talk to “The Athletic Hockey Show” 
about the decision, what comes next, his relationship with Lou Lamoriello 
and his time at North Dakota with a 17-year-old Jonathan Toews. 

This interview excerpt has been edited for length in clarity. You can listen 
to the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 
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On his retirement decision: It was an emotional day yesterday, but up 
until that point, I was at peace with it. I think I was ready for the next 
chapter (and) next phase. I kind of knew it. So I’m excited. I get to be 
around my kids a little more, take them to hockey, carpool, pick them up 
from school. 

It’s stuff I’m really looking forward to, to stuff I’ve missed out a lot on. So 
besides that, I get to get to work on my golf game a little bit, too. So that’s 
a plus. But there’s a lot of things I’m looking forward to and when I look 
back, I really am just grateful to play 15 years and have so many 
memories I’m gonna cherish.” 

On the 2004 draft, when New Jersey traded up to pick him at No. 20: I 
had a feeling I’d get drafted. I didn’t know where. I didn’t think I’d be in 
the first round. But as the year went on, I started talking to agents, and 
they’re like, “Oh, you gotta come to Carolina (for the draft).” And I’m like, 
“I don’t know. I guess we’ll go.” My dad and I were like, “We’ll show up. 
We’ll sit in the stands.” And we were with an agent at the time (who) 
represented a few guys with the Devils. He’s like, “Oh, you’re gonna get 
picked next, watch.” I was sitting there in my Moores suit. I had my 
streaked hair. So I got picked 20th. They traded up. I still remember that 
night. It was a great experience, just me and my dad there. After that, 
they had a kind of a draft party. And it was just me because they didn’t 
have any other (draft picks) in the other rounds that night. 

On Lou Lamoriello, who drafted Zajac with the Devils then traded for him 
with the Islanders: At the (draft), I was pretty naive. I didn’t know much 
about him or about really any of the general managers in hockey, to be 
honest. It wasn’t really something I followed. But as you get more 
accustomed to what New Jersey’s about, you hear stories, and you see 
the presence he has. It’s pretty intimidating, to be honest. When you’re 
younger, you just shut your mouth anyways, and do what you’re told. So I 
never really had any run-ins or problems with Lou, but you definitely feel 
the presence, how guys react and act around him and what his 
expectations are. And if you can manage all that, he’s a fantastic 
manager. He was great for me when I first came in, just to teach me what 
it took to be a teammate, what it took to be a good person (and) what it 
took to be a pro on and off the ice. 

He was the first guy to believe in me, the first guy to really know what I 
was all about. I have a lot of respect for Lou and what he brings to a 
team and the way he expects an organization to be run. 

On growing up in Winnipeg: I was in a hockey environment with three 
younger brothers, a dad who played college hockey, and then on top of 
that, being Winnipeg where everyone only plays hockey in the winter, 
you can play outdoors for seven months. My dad would take us to the 
rinks after school or on the weekends, and that’s kind of where we all fell 
in love with the game, was on the outdoor rinks and being with friends, 
being with the family playing two-on-two is as they got older. So there’s a 
lot of competition, and it was just great for us to get away and be outside 
and be active, and that’s where I really learned the game and fell in love 
with it. 

On playing college hockey with North Dakota from 2004 to 2006: The 
interest for me in North Dakota was just knowing how many good players 
had gone there in the past, the coaching staff — the arena was still one 
of the best arenas I’ve ever played in. So it was a good place to develop 
if you want to make the next level. You’re going to play with some of the 
best players. And that was the draw for me. And also being two hours 
from (Winnipeg), I can go home, have a home-cooked meal, get my 
laundry done. My parents could come to watch me every weekend. It 
was a great school. Great hockey school. I had a lot of fun there. And I 
played with a lot of good players, a lot of guys who made the next level. 
And, you know, you see the success they have every year there and the 
players they get so it’s, as far as I’m concerned, it was the right place for 
me. 

On those “loaded” North Dakota teams: I played with (Jonathan Toews) 
when he was a freshman. And I just look back at that team and see all 
that skill. Some of the players we had with Toews and (T.J. Oshie) and 
(Drew Stafford). Joe Finley was a first-round draft pick (fifth overall, 
Caps). Brian Lee was a first-round draft pick (ninth overall, Lightning). 
We had some guys. Taylor Chorney. We had some really good players. 
Ryan Duncan was a Hobey Baker winner. The team we had that year 
was loaded. 

College Oshie? Yeah. Osh is a happy-go-lucky guy. He’s just a lot of fun 
to be around and probably one of the most skilled players I’ve ever seen. 
We would play like a Canada-U.S. game every Monday and he’s a righty, 
but he would play left-handed and be better than half the guys skill-wise. 
A lot of skill level on that team. Just a great two years there. We were 
close. 

(Toews) was Captain Serious. If you wanted to get better, you go shoot 
pucks with Johnny. You go train with Johnny. He’s always been that guy 
who has been a good leader, a good teammate, always wanting to be the 
best and get to the next level. He came in as a 17-year-old. He just 
always pushed himself and always you know always want to reach the 
next level and you see where that’s taken him. Stanley Cups. A two-way 
player. One of the best two-way players in the game, so it’ll be nice to 
see him back this year. 

On the Devils’ 2012 run to the Stanley Cup Final: We were a six seed 
coming in. We weren’t expected to do much But it’s like anything — you 
make the playoffs and anything can happen if you get on a roll, I think 
that was was us. I feel like the toughest round was the first round, when 
we went to Game 6 and Game 7, both in overtime and we won. After 
that, we kind of got rolling, a little belief, and you know, we win the next 
few series and then all of a sudden you’re in the finals. 

Bryce Salvador was awesome for us. Marty was great in net. You have 
(Ilya Kovalchuk, Zach Parise). Patty Elias. We had some skill, but we 
played hard. Pete DeBoer obviously is a really good coach and gets guys 
to play the right way and plays hard. My friends on that team are lifelong 
friends. Those are the memories I’ll remember. 

(Andy Greene), a great dude. Throughout his career, probably the most 
underrated D-man I’ve played with. And I think that’s why he can still play 
now and he’s still successful. He’s a great skater. He plays the game in a 
rocking chair. And he’s a great teammate. More importantly, he’s a good 
guy to be around. 

On turning down (another) possible reunion with Parise and Greene on 
Long Island: I knew where my heart was. It was always in Jersey. And I 
think at the end of the day, I also knew I was ready for the next phase. 
And I didn’t want to play for the wrong reasons. I’ve always enjoyed the 
game, but when that kind of internal drive, that passion goes away, it 
feels like a job and that’s not what I wanted to play for. 
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More than 100 NHL prospects, five teams (the Red Wings, Maple Leafs, 
Blues, Stars and Blue Jackets) worth of personnel and a league’s worth 
of scouts gathered in Traverse City, Mich., this week for the NHL 
prospects tournament, one of the first events of each new season’s 
calendar. 

I was there for the entire tournament and watched every second of all 
nine games that were played. 

Here are my notes on dozens of the players, some quotes from sources I 
spoke with and my standouts from each team as well as full statistics for 
the event. 

Standouts 

RW Lucas Raymond (No. 4, 2020): Raymond was as advertised. There 
was the two-on-one one-touch goal and then the post-and-in goal off the 
wall and then the laser beam from the top of the zone with a long-range 
wrister that really stamped the progress he has made as a shooting 
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threat. There were times where he dusted off some pucks for a touch or 
two too long, but he also danced some guys, made a lot of soft plays, 
looked really good on the power play, got himself into spots to get a lot of 
touches and didn’t shy away from some pretty physical games. 

LW Jonatan Berggren (No. 33, 2018): Before Berggren got injured, he 
looked really good. His head was always up, he was patient and he 
stretched the ice sideways beautifully. There was sauce to Raymond on 
a goal and a setup to Joe Veleno out of a steal below the goal line out of 
a nice little stop-up into a low-to-high play, all before he got hurt in the 
first period of the Red Wings’ second game. Here’s hoping he’s back at it 
in short order because he has been through enough for a career at this 
point. 

LHD Donovan Sebrango (No. 63, 2020): I wouldn’t go quite as far as 
calling it a statement week for Sebrango, but it wasn’t too far off one. It 
started with him eating some punches in a fight with the Blues’ Brayden 
Guy, but the rest featured strong and improved skating (he covered a lot 
of ground for his partners), great presence out there and smart decision-
making throughout. He looked comfortable in his skin as a polished two-
way guy who plays a mature game. 

LW Kirill Tyutyayev (No. 190, 2019): Tyutyayev was the star in the 
opener and finished the tournament with three points in as many games 
(tied for the Red Wings’ lead) eight shots on goal (alone in the lead, one 
ahead of Raymond and Chase Pearson). His skating looked good, he 
took a defender inside-out and he was noticeable on most shifts. His 
stops and starts in control along the boards to rearrange coverage create 
a lot of space for him. He just always seems to avoid sticks and maintain 
possession. 

C/LW Chase Pearson (No. 140, 2015): As a 24-year-old, Pearson’s a 
player you expect to look good so it’s hard to give him too much credit, 
but he showed good hands for his size, he was excellent below the goal 
line, he was effective in all three games, he looked stronger than 
everyone else and drove back a lot of defenders. Plus he executed a few 
passes that surprised me. 

Other notes 

C Joe Veleno (No. 30, 2018): I think the Red Wings would have liked to 
see Veleno produce a little more than he did, which kept him out of the 
standouts here, but he was really quite noticeable in other ways. He 
played on the interior, pushed tempo, drove through coverage, finished 
his checks and galloped around the ice with that skating stride of his, 
trying to cut through every lane he could (though he often didn’t make his 
way all the way through in possession). He had the puck a lot. 

I also spoke to his offseason strength and conditioning coach, Justin 
Griffin, this week. Here’s what Griffin had to say: “Veleno has changed 
his body in the last two summers so that at the Detroit testing, they were 
kind of joking around like ‘wow, you worked out this summer.’ He didn’t 
really put that much time in the gym when he was younger and once he 
got to the NHL level and they were like, ‘hey, you’ve got to get stronger.’ 
He hasn’t missed one workout six times a week with us the last two 
summers.”  

F Pasquale Zito (No. 166 2021): Zito was a borderline standout. He only 
had one point to show for it in three games, but he was a pleasant 
surprise for a kid who I hadn’t paid a ton of attention to pre-torunament 
due to the OHL’s cancellation a year ago. 

G Sebastian Cossa (No. 15, 2021): Cossa only played one of the three 
games, so it’s not worth a ton of attention, but he wasn’t at his best, got 
beat five-hole on one goal (which is a minor concern for me at this point) 
and high glove on the rest, stopping 25 of 30 shots for a .833 save 
percentage, though a couple of the goals were point-blank. 

LHD Jared McIsaac (No. 36, 2018): McIsaac was effective all week 
before he left the finale on a stretcher. I just hope he’s OK. That kid has 
been through enough injury-wise. The Red Wings said McIsaac was 
awake and alert and was transported to hospital as a precautionary 
measure. 

RHD Oscar Plandowski (No. 155, 2021): Plandowski wasn’t a standout 
per se, but his skating was. It looked really good. Good enough for a 
mention here. He’s quick from a standstill, which allows him to get out 
and apply pressure fast inside the defensive zone when the opposing 

team starts zipping pucks around and someone needs to slow them 
down. He doesn’t stand around and his activity out there had an impact. 

Standouts 

LW Nick Robertson (No. 53, 2019): Robertson was consistently the 
Leafs’ most dangerous player offensively throughout the tournament. He 
created from his very first shift and didn’t let up (until he was given a five-
minute major on his very last shift). His energy was ramped up as usual; 
you can see it in the way he creeps into the faceoff circle or the effort he 
displays on the backcheck or steals or some of the second effort plays he 
makes after he loses a battle. There was lots of heel-to-heel. He was all 
over it on the forecheck applying pressure and forcing defenders into 
difficult choices. His curl-and-drag wrister popped. He showed impressive 
touch on some very difficult saucer passes over sticks and bodies. He 
transported a lot of pucks through neutral ice with his feet where he took 
off and created entries himself. My only nitpicks were that he pulled the 
trigger whenever there was an opportunity a little too eagerly and he tried 
too often to force things or be cute with his hands. 

RW Jeremy McKenna (AHL deal): McKenna led the tournament in shots 
on goal with 19 and it showed. He attacked off the rush, looked for his 
chances, went to the front of the net, put three into the back of the net 
and hit a pair of posts. I really liked his aggressiveness in control inside 
the offensive zone. He looked stockier out there, too and played like he 
was ready to take a big step forward with the Marlies.   

C Mikhail Abramov (No. 115, 2019): Abramov finished tied for second in 
the tournament in scoring with six points in four games and his east-west 
vision really distinguished him in the group (though I would have liked to 
see him get off the perimeter a little more with the puck). His skating 
looked breezy and he has this knack for hanging onto the puck until his 
options open up, without hanging onto it too long — and then passing 
around sticks and feet. And when there isn’t a play to make that involves 
hanging onto it, he anticipates the play so well that when he gets the 
puck he can make a quick play. He also looked good defensively, 
stripping several pucks. 

C Semyon Der-Arguchintsev (No. 76, 2018): SDA got better with every 
game — and that’s after scoring in the opener. He looks boxier out there, 
for sure. He played through a lot of contact to hang onto the puck for 
extended sequences and pulled the trigger more aggressively (his 13 
shots finished as the second-most on the team). I thought he was forcing 
it at times instead of playing with that easy comfort that makes him who 
he is, but he was excellent by the time the third game rolled around and 
impactful throughout. 

LHD Matt Hellickson (AHL deal): Hellickson had some people talking. He 
scored three goals on good shots, covered a lot of ground with his 
balanced, wide stride and excelled going backward through his edges to 
play tight gaps. There’s some sloppiness to his touch (he’ll bobble some 
pucks) and I’m not sure his eagerness is matched by his skill but he 
defended some good players one-on-one really well by taking away time 
and space. I actually liked his defensive game more than the four points 
in four games. 

RHD Joseph Duszak (signed): Duszak looked like an offensive 
defenceman who’d won AHA player of the year and had been named to 
the ECHL all-rookie team, but he also defended like one too! My only 
complaint: He needs to use his one-timer a little less. 

Other notes 

RW Braedan Kressler (free-agent invite): Kressler was involved in 
everything. Whenever he was on the ice, he was attacking the middle, 
showing good touch on control and making something happen. He was 
the most noticeable of the Leafs’ free-agent invites. 

RW Colby Saganiuk (free-agent invite): Saganiuk’s quick, agile skating 
really popped through his ability to dice around the offensive zone 
sharply changing directions on his edges. 

LW Ryan Chyzowski (AHL deal): Chyzowski was really good in the 
second game and noticeable overall. He played to the interior, hit the 
post, had several chances and was probably owed a goal or two on his 
nine shots. 
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LW Pavel Gogolev (NHL deal): Gogolev didn’t dominate but he played 
with pace in transition and I thought his stride looked really clean, which 
is a good sign for him. 

LHD Lleyton Moore (free-agent invite): I liked Moore’s mobility and 
patience with the puck. 

G Ian Scott (No. 110, 2017): Scott went down early a little too often and 
kicked out a lot of rebounds, but he also flashed his glove, stopped a lot 
of pucks down low and made some difficult reactionary saves on 
rebounds. He’s a bit of an enigma still but it’s nice to see him healthy.  

RHD William Villeneuve (N0. 122, 2020): I noticed Villeneuve a lot. It 
wasn’t always for good reasons but he was very involved. He activated 
early and often, both in joining the rush deep into the zone and looking to 
use his feet to attack off the line instead of catching into a standstill. His 
gaps looked good and crossovers looked smooth through neutral ice 
(though his reads were still iffy and his decision-making still needs a little 
tightening). He made some crafty plays out of his crossovers and his 
control through some difficult skating patterns looked good (which is a big 
deal for him). But it was a roller coaster. 

LHD Matteop Pietroniro (AHL deal): Pietroniro showed more poise under 
pressure and problem-solving through bodies than I remember. He’s 
likely ECHL bound but if the connection to Ryan Hardy and Greg Moore 
keeps him with the Marlies, I could see him as a good, physical third-
pairing guy for them. 

LHD Noel Hoefenmayer (AHL deal): Hoefenmayer did a good job 
manning the point and created a pair of goals with his shot (one which he 
slid off the line to score himself and another sneaking a shot through). 
But his problems are still his problems. When he looked to attack, he 
often waited too long to make his play. His awareness of spacing and 
timing really isn’t great. And though he’s sturdy, he’s got sluggish feet 
and he can look haphazard in his own zone. 

C Curtis Douglas (AHL deal): Douglas’ legs still splay from the knees and 
trail behind his chest but he was actually moving better than I’ve ever 
seen him this week. His 6-foot-8 frame wins a lot of 50/50 bumps to take 
possession, he was a lot to handle when he went to the net (which he did 
often) and he looked comfortable in control as a handler. 

C/LW Cederic Pare (free-agent invite): Pare’s a big kid but he’s got 
smooth hands and a hard wrister, both of which showed. He played hard 
and physical, made some skill plays, got to the front of the net and drove 
the middle lane to make his presence felt. 

Standouts 

C Cole Sillinger (No. 12, 2021): I thought Sillinger was arguably the best 
forward in the tournament. He created around the slot with a silky first 
touch into a quick shooting stance. He didn’t shy away physically 
between (or after) whistles. He had the puck on a string in spurts (though 
he’s not always super aware of his surroundings when it is). He was 
excellent in puck protection along the wall. He hustled to create some 
opportunities that didn’t look like they were there. He scored some goal-
scorer’s goals. He showed good instincts on the PK. He stole his fair 
share of puck. He was great. And while his forward skating stride still 
looks a little awkward on the pick-up, he had no trouble getting around 
out there to get his looks. 

RW Yegor Chinakov (No. 21, 2020): Well we know he can sling it! 
Chinakov scored six goals on six clean shots. They came in variety too. 
Pinpoint accuracy. Overwhelming power that you hear when it hits the 
mesh. In motion. Standing still. One-timer. Wrister. It was a clinic in 
natural goal scoring. He also just looked strong on his skates. He looked 
like an NHLer or at least close. 

LW Tyler Angle (No. 212, 2019): Angle was the third-best player on 
Columbus’ top line but he fit in perfectly and made a lot of little plays 
through sticks and into space. 

C Josh Dunne (signed): Dunne looked like a man among boys with his 
size and presence out there. That’s to be expected out of a 6-foot-4 kid 
who has already played NHL games. 

LHD Jacob Christiansen (signed): I thought Christiansen played a smart, 
quick game that made the right decision a lot more often than not. 

RW Tristan Mullin (AHL deal): I liked what I saw out of Mullin. He 
imposed his will on the game physically, created chances, made a couple 
of high-end plays and mixed in a Gordie Howe hat trick. 

Other notes 

RHD Stanislav Svozil (No. 69, 2021): Svozil showed strong control of the 
puck going side-to-side, which he used to regularly side-step and attack. 
His shoulders sway a little too much when he’s pushing forward through 
a long stride but when he’s crossing over and weaving through neutral 
ice he can really build speed. He’s a comfortable skater on his heels, 
pivoting and curling into to space, for sure. I thought he was excellent 
defensively and just shy of standout status. 

I also had a really good chat with Regina Pats head coach and assistant 
general manager Dave Struch about Svozil just before the tournament 
started. Struch and Pats general manager John Paddock caught wind of 
Svozil a couple of years ago and spent a lot of time watching him on 
tape, asking around about him and then eventually recruiting him through 
the CHL Import Draft process, but when they drafted him they had no 
idea if he’d come over. After repeated Zooms throughout last season and 
text exchanges over WhatsApp to check in on him, they got a signed 
commitment and Svozil left for North America on Sept. 11. 

Though there’s a bit of a language barrier still (Svozil needed a translator 
through his agency, Newport Sports, whenever Struch spoke too fast), 
the Pats think his two seasons of pro experience in the Czech Republic 
will help him lead by example in the WHL. 

“I played in Europe so I understand the language barrier and we’re going 
to be very patient with him in terms of the understanding of how to play 
over here, our team game, our systems, all of that stuff. He’s going to 
play lots of minutes for us. Our outlook on him as a player from what 
we’ve seen and heard is that he’s going to become a 200-foot 
defenceman who can play on both sides of the special teams and be an 
important piece in the last minute of periods,” Struch said. 

“He’s very professional and mature young man. The visual already looks 
like he’s a man. He’s a good-sized, mobile defenceman who defends 
very well and handles the puck very well. We’re expecting him to be hard 
to play against but also, when he has the opportunity, to create offence 
and make plays. We’re going to give him every opportunity to make 
mistakes, too. That’s what we believe is the best way to develop, is to 
experience those little failures along the way so that you can learn from 
them. And by all accounts we’ve heard he’s all in.” 

RHD Cole Clayton (AHL deal): Clayton looked confident with the puck for 
how big he is, but he struggles to change directions (which is a problem 
when you’re a defenceman…). 

LHD Ole Bjorgvik-Holm (No. 145, 2020): Holm looks like he has put on 
some serious muscle and it showed. He was physically imposing and 
steady throughout. 

LW Martin Rysavy (No. 197, 2021): Rysavy looked like he belonged. He 
played on the middle of the ice, controlled the puck well and looked for 
his own looks. I’m looking forward to watching him in the WHL this year. 

RW Navrin Mutter (free-agent invite): Mutter’s not particularly talented but 
he’ll strike fear into you, I thought he looked strong over pucks and his 
skating looked lighter than I remember. I wonder if they bring him to 
Cleveland as a bottom-six checking type. 

LHD Tim Berni (No. 159, 2018): I thought Berni’s ability to walk and 
adjust across the line proficiently was noticeable. He was solid. 

LW Cole Fonstad (AHL deal): Fonstad made some really nice plays 
offensively. Some creative passes. Some dashes with his hands. A 
couple of pretty goals, including a beautifully placed shot in the finale. 
Good start to the season for him. That’s what he has to be. 

Standouts 

C Riley Damiani (No. 137, 2018): Damiani played with a sureness about 
him that screamed “I don’t belong here.” He was made plays in transition, 
found the trailer a few times when it looked like he wouldn’t pick him up, 
skated well (his stride also looked half a step quicker) and executed 
some heady passes through layers. He was their best player on the 
whole. 
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C Wyatt Johnston (No. 23, 2021): Given how young he is and his relative 
lack of experience at a level like this, Johnston left one of the better 
impressions on the Stars. His first point was a really lucky goal that never 
should have gone in but he was creating all tournament long, hit a post 
and a crossbar, was one of the best players on the ice in two of his 
games and really popped defensively with all of the little plays he made 
on stick lifts. The puck just finds him. He was their best player after 
Damiani. 

C Mavrik Bourque (No. 30, 2020): Bourque was outstanding, especially 
in the opener (but honestly throughout). I was really impressed by not 
only the maneuverability he showed in possession but his management 
of the puck in control inside the offensive zone and on his cuts and 
choices in transition as well. He adjusted to pressure beautifully to evade 
checks, looked quick and made a lot of little plays. He played with more 
confidence than he did in Calgary for Canada’s camp earlier this 
summer, for sure. 

LW Riley Tufte (No. 25, 2016): Tufte was one of the Stars’ most 
consistent shift-to-shift players throughout, but it’s hard to give him too 
much credit for that given his age, experience and size. He got to the 
inside, he finished plays around the net and led the team in shots on 
goal. When he was on the ice, it tilted in favour of the Stars.   

C Ty Dellandrea (No. 13, 2018): Dellandrea wore the “C,” played on the 
inside (he goes there every time he catches a puck on the wing), was 
engaged in all of his battles, played smart on the penalty kill (which he’ll 
need to make the Stars) and was particularly good in the second game. 
His skating, in particular, really grabbed my attention. It looks improved. 
He was putting defenders on their heels. I wouldn’t say he was one of the 
best players in the tournament but he was in the second tier. 

LW/RW Logan Stankoven (No. 47, 2021): Stankoven didn’t find the 
scoresheet like he probably hoped he would (until he scored in the finale) 
but I don’t think that took away from a really good showing. He was a 
hound on the forecheck, an ox over pucks for his size, played through 
contact against bigger competition than he’s used to, made some plays 
on the PK, created chances from the slot (at even strength and the power 
play) and just generally kept his feet moving and played with a lot of 
energy. He’s going to endear himself quickly to the Stars. 

LHD Ryan Shea (free-agent signing): Shea was confident in control and 
led his fair share of carries in all three zones, but I was more impressed 
by how good his stick was defensively. He was one of the better Stars 
defenders inside his own zone and I’d bet his possession numbers 
looked good. He was the best player on the ice in the Stars finale, too. At 
24, that should be the bar, but he was great. 

Other notes 

LHD Thomas Harley (No. 18, 2019): It was the usual up-and-down roller 
coaster for Harley. He was extremely active and flowed around the ice 
like only he can when he’s at his best. He did a good job feeding pucks 
into pockets of space, identifying second and third options and made 
some goal-creating plays with his shot and movement on the power play. 
But he also made a lot of mistakes defensively. Like way more than he 
should be at this level. 

C/LW Conner Roulette (No. 111, 2021): Roulette sat out the opener but I 
thought he was good the rest of the way, especially in his debut in the 
second game when he and Johnston looked like the Stars’ best duo 
offensively. He had assists on the first two goals of the game and was 
ironically credited with neither. On the first, he pulled up at the blue line 
and put a puck through to the net to create a goal on his first shift of the 
tournament. Then he set up a second goal with a pair of small-area skill 
plays (one off the boards to himself and another on a little touch pass to 
start a tic-tac-goal) after supporting the play defensively. He looked 
noticeable when he got touches. 

C/LW Jordan Kawaguchi (free-agent signing): I was disappointed by 
Kawaguchi, who wasn’t noticeable. As a 24-year-old who has 
accomplished what he has at the college level, that’s not what you expect 
in a tournament like this. 

LHD Artem Grushnikov (No. 48, 2021): Grushnikov showed well. The 
smoothness of his stride helps him cover a lot of ice, defend the rush and 
activate sporadically. He was efficient, which is what he’s all about. 

LW Francesco Arcuri (No. 175, 2021): Arcuri sat the first game but he 
had the puck a lot in the second game and made some small area plays 
through and around bodies. His hands flashed throughout, though he got 
himself into some trouble trying to do too much with them because his 
skating is clearly a step behind. His pitchfork skating and stunted 
acceleration needs more work but he was good inside the offensive zone 
for a player his age. His hard work paid off with a goal on a two-on-one in 
the finale. 

LW Antonio Stranges (No. 123, 2020): Stranges gonna Stranges. His 
heel-to-heel looks great and opens him up but there was the usual lack of 
positive outcomes out of it. He hustled to create a turnover and set up 
their third goal in the opener but he remains a kid who you notice out 
there without being one who is actually particularly effective. Credit 
where credit’s due though: He was good in the finale and it showed up in 
a nice assist to set up Arcuri. 

C/LW Fredrik Karlström (No. 90, 2016): Karlström was noticeable on the 
puck, staying on it and creating chances early in the tournament, but he 
left me wanting more in his last of the three games. He was staying on 
top of pucks and imposing himself that way but he should have been a 
force in this setting. 

LHD Jacob Holmes (No. 143, 2021): I’ve heard really good things from 
OHL folks about Holmes and he didn’t look out of place as an 18-year-old 
fifth-round pick who hasn’t played hockey in a year. That’s something. 

LW Jacob Peterson (No. 132, 2016): Peterson’s snapper was noticeable 
but I thought he was on cruise control without the puck a little too much 
(which is surprising because that’s not usually the case). 

The goalies: Adam Scheel gave up 11 goals on 35 shots (.686) and got 
the yank twice. Remi Poirier was better and I was impressed by how 
quick his feet were, the way he fought through traffic to find pucks and 
his glove hand. The Stars goalies were a big part of the reason why their 
record was what it was, though. The Stars actually outshot their 
opponents in the tournament. 

Standouts 

LHD Scott Perunovich (No. 45, 2018): If there was an award for the best 
play in the tournament, Perunovich (who played both sides throughout I 
think it should be noted) would have had my vote. You expect him to look 
like a star out there and he did. He dictated inside the offensive zone with 
his control of the puck and his ability to adjust to coverage and find lanes. 
Nobody could take the puck off him and when they tried he’d just step 
past them and create into the space they chased out of. On exits, it was 
wait, wait, wait, boom all week. He sliced up traffic. He had the puck on a 
string. He made plays through seams on most shifts. Even under 
pressure inside the defensive zone with guys all over him and leaning on 
him, he found ways to spin off and create exits with his feet that I thought 
weren’t there. His edgework really popped through his crossovers and 
opening up onto his heels. He shouldn’t be in “has to earn it” territory for 
me. He should be “we have to find a way to make room for him, even at 
the expense of a veteran” territory. 

RW Hugh McGing (No. 138, 2018): McGing ripped a high-glove wrister 
from the left-wing circle on Saturday on the power play. His curl-and-drag 
wrister looked really dangerous too. The puck comes off his blade quickly 
— and with some deception. He’s going to score some goals in the AHL 
in a more prominent role this year, I’d guess. I’m not sure whether he’s 
got NHL upside, but he’s a much better player than his numbers last year 
and it showed. 

C Dakota Joshua (signed): Joshua looked like a 25-year-old playing 
against kids. Between his skating and his strength over pucks, nobody 
wanted to engage him when he had possession along the wall. He did a 
good job applying pressure on the forecheck to force turnovers, too. He’s 
the kind of player who shouldn’t be in this tournament at this stage. 

Other notes 

C/LW Zach Bolduc (No. 17, 2021): Bolduc travelled with the team to 
Traverse City but didn’t play due to injury. It’s been a busy few months 
for him. There was the draft. Then there was Calgary for Hockey 
Canada’s under-20 camp (where he was tremendous). Then there was a 
blockbuster QMJHL trade that sent him from Rimouski (where he has 
played the last season) to Patrick Roy’s Quebec Remparts. 
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I connected with Roy early in the week for his early impressions of 
Bolduc and his decision to trade for him. Here’s what he said: 

“In his midget draft year, we liked him a lot and we thought he was one of 
the top players in that draft but he wanted to keep his options open so we 
decided to draft Nathan Gaucher instead. But we had him very high on 
our list. So we’ve always felt he was a very good fit for us. He’s a very 
skilled player, he’s an excellent skater, he’s got a really good shot, he 
moves the puck well, we felt he could play on our top line with Theo 
Rochette and Christopher Farmer and we were looking for a player who 
could play two years for us. Zach is exactly all of the things we were 
looking for and so far I have been very impressed with him because he’s 
very eager to learn the game, the details of the game and he’s very 
receptive. I like his skating and his passing, he sees the ice very well, but 
he’s a very good shooter above all else. He’s got a very good shot. He’s 
already scoring one-timer goals off side-to-side passes on the power 
play. He can really shoot it.” 

I also asked Blue Jackets prospect James Malatesta, who plays for the 
Remparts and played against Bolduc growing up and with him with Team 
Quebec, for his take on his new junior teammate. Here’s what he said: 

“He’s a great player. I was pumped when I heard the news. I think he 
brings a lot of things to the team. He’s a hard worker who has a lot of 
skill. He’ll help us out on the power play and the PK because he’s just a 
reliable player all around.” 

LW Jake Neighbours (No. 26, 2020): Neighbours spent a good chunk of 
the tournament being a bit of a pest. His skating remains just OK, which 
is a bit of a concern because it’s going to be hard for him to reach his 
potential without a separation gear. He still found ways to keep pucks 
and make things happen on the wall and the interior, but that’s going to 
get harder at higher levels if he doesn’t get a little quicker in short bursts. 

C Tanner Dickinson (No. 119, 2020): His pitch-fork skating stride slows 
him down out there. 

RW Alexey Toropchenko (No. 113, 2017): Toropchenko played with his 
usual rangy speed and looked overpowering physically at times, but the 
lack of results that have always come with his game were also there. 
He’s confounding. He looks good. I’m still not sure he is good. 

C Nikita Alexandrov (No. 62, 2019): Alexandrov was one of the more 
notable names on the Blues roster and he only played in two games; I 
thought he was invisible in his first game and really good in his second. 

RW Mathias Laferriere (No. 169, 2018): Laferriere played physical and 
drove into bodies and space to go right at guys in control, but I was 
expecting a little more from him offensively. His best game was his last. 

C Keean Washkurak (No. 155, 2019): Washkurak surprised me with his 
inventiveness and anticipation. His good lateral skating through side-
steps and fakes with the puck through neutral ice really showed (as it 
usually does) too and he scored off a one-timer. He still has fourth-liner 
written all over him. 

LW Brayden Guy (free-agent invite): Guy was involved in absolutely 
everything. He was hard to miss with his work ethic and the way he 
buzzed around the offensive zone making things happen. As far as free 
agent invites go, I thought he was excellent. 

LHD Tyler Tucker (No. 200, 2018): Tucker found his way into the box too 
much for my liking and crossed the line repeatedly (if there was a shove 
to give or a face to grab, he did). That’s part of this game. He wants to 
play with a certain presence out there. But he needs to be more 
disciplined. When he was, he looked strong and balanced on his skates, 
he took up space and he was effective. 
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• What's next for Jack Eichel and the Sabres? 

• Marner, Matthews know 2021-22 season has sense of urgency 

• Is there reason for Panthers fans to be concerned about Aleksander 
Barkov's contract situation? 

Of all the pre-Hockey Night in Canada assignments I miss, Spring 
Training is right at the top. Escape from the February blahs, fantastic 
weather, everyone in a good mood, the players don’t hate the media — 
yet. Everyone relaxed, tremendous vibe. 

The pre-season NHL/NHLPA media tour is similar. Between the 
Canadian event (Toronto) and the American one (Chicago), we did 38 
interviews last week. So great to have actual face-to-face interaction with 
the people we cover. I’m really excited for the season; can’t wait to get to 
work. 

Same goes for the players. God knows where the next 10 months will 
take us, but they’re excited about the possibilities of full arenas, 
screaming fans and facing more than just seven opponents all season. 

“When you’re at home, (fans) are driving you to play better,” Drew 
Doughty said last week. “When you score a goal, you feel the 
goosebumps. We haven’t had the goosebumps in a long time without the 
fans there." 

Then, a smile came across his face. 

“Nothing better than getting booed by the entire crowd in a road city. 
Then you score and make them all quiet…that’s a good, good feeling. I 
miss the fans so much.” 

“Fans, it makes such a huge difference,” added Ottawa’s Tim Stutzle. 
“That’s what we all play for.” 

Stutzle passionately talked about getting the opportunity to play against 
the Sidney Crosbys, the Alex Ovechkins, the Nate MacKinnons, the Cale 
Makars. He’s not alone. 

“I think everybody’s excited to play every team again,” said Winnipeg’s 
Mark Scheifele. 

A new season is always about optimism. According to multiple sources, 
the league and teams are hopeful revenues can make a meaningful 
recovery. The last 82-gamer (2018-19) saw the number hit $5.09B. Not 
sure that’s realistic, but spurred by the ESPN/Turner television deals, 
somewhere in the fours is not unreachable. Not every team has great 
ticket numbers, but many who agreed to discuss it feel their fans can’t 
wait to get back in the building. 

However, no one controls the coronavirus, and as one governor said this 
week, “It could give us a bumpy ride.” 

On the 32 Thoughts podcast, Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said he was 
recently asked, “Putting COVID aside, what is your biggest challenge?” 

“You can’t put COVID aside,” he responded. “COVID defines everything 
we do and everything we’re going to do, unfortunately.” 

The NHL can’t control how various governments will respond to potential 
outbreaks; what that could mean for attendance in a gate-driven league. 
That’s why — in conjunction with the players’ association — it took a very 
hard line on protocols for non-vaccinated individuals. Your best chance 
for success comes from taking the most possible precautions. 

Columbus and San Jose had to find new assistant coaches, and the Blue 
Jackets uninvited Zac Rinaldo from their main camp. The Islanders 
revealed one unvaccinated player will not be allowed to join them. 
Russia/Eastern Europe was tricky in some situations because of non-
NHL approved vaccines. Daly estimated 98 per cent of players will be 
vaccinated by opening night. 

Hockey can’t escape the same issues affecting the real world. There 
were very hard, intense conversations between a few players, agents 
and their teams, especially after the protocols were confirmed. 
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There are players who did not want to get vaccinated, but eventually did 
so because they want to play, didn’t want to risk their salaries and were 
reminded their teams are depending on them — especially if the 
organization stuck out its neck to sign or acquire you. Not getting your 
shot(s) could put their clubs at a competitive disadvantage under current 
league and government rules. That absolutely resonated with some of 
the final converts. 

So here we are. Another training camp. Knock on wood: a full, 32-team, 
82-game season. Eight pre-season games on Sportsnet, starting with 
Montreal/Toronto on Saturday. Let’s go, already. My family is sick of me. 

1. I know there’s a craving for Jack Eichel information. One longtime 
executive said this week “this is the most complicated situation I’ve seen” 
during his professional existence. (He’s not involved, but, obviously, 
everyone’s talking about it.) This is what I’m expecting over the next few 
days: Eichel comes to camp, but does not pass his physical and is not 
cleared to play. I also think there’s a very good chance Buffalo removes 
his captaincy. What I don’t know is if they’ve settled the medical path. 

I heard there were some trade talks a couple of weeks ago, but I think 
people want to see what the doctors say. As you can expect, there is a 
ton of frustration. Eichel was hoping to be recovered from disc surgery by 
now, and, another player said not to underestimate what playing in the 
Olympics would mean to him. But the Sabres are unhappy too, with the 
promise of the “Eichel era” completely dissipated and hard feelings about 
how things fell apart. Really a shame for everyone involved. 

2. At the media tour, Dylan Cozens was Buffalo’s representative. Asked 
about Eichel’s situation, he replied, “It’s not our jobs to worry about that.” 
When all the news was bad at the end of last season, Cozens took it 
upon himself to send a positive message during his goodbye media 
conference. “It’s been a tough decade for Sabres fans,” he said last 
week. “I just wanted to bring some positivity to them. Let them know that 
we do have a really bright future here, that we’re not going to let this 
keep going.” The Sabres desperately need someone to bring that vibe. 

3. Four restricted free agents to watch now that Kirill Kaprizov and Rob 
Thomas are signed: Rasmus Dahlin, Quinn Hughes, Elias Pettersson 
and Brady Tkachuk. No issues with the Kaprizov deal here. When you’ve 
got a cornerstone player, you sign them for as long as you can. The Wild 
offered him eight years, but he wasn’t willing to do it. They pushed for 
five, held firm and got it done. This is a financial bet you’re confident to 
make. 

4. At times, the Kaprizov negotiations were tense, but that’s a feature, not 
a bug. It happens. I’m not one who freaks out when players are unsigned 
before training camp. Teams and coaches don’t like that — perfectly 
understandable — but players take good care of themselves and work 
hard to be ready for the start of the season. The true pressure point is 
regular-season games, still three weeks away. When you worry is 
hearing players want out. 

Things can change at any time, but I’m not hearing that in any of these 
cases. (Actually, I heard it in one, but it was denied very forcefully.) 
Matthew Tkachuk set Ottawa aflame with a twinkle in his eye, but took 
pains to point out Brady loves it there. Jack Hughes defended criticism of 
Quinn’s play, but made sure to mention his brother loves it in Vancouver. 

5. So what are we looking at? This is what I can piece together. In 
Ottawa, they’ve talked long-term with Tkachuk and we’ll see if short-term 
is necessary to get it done. I’m not sure they are far apart in actual 
dollars, but structure, with the Senators not being a team that gives much 
in bonuses. I’m also wondering if another skirmish is over no-trade or no-
move protection at the end of a long-term deal. 

6. In Vancouver, both team and Hughes/Pettersson have been grinding 
hard on almost a daily basis. Sounds like there’s a bit of a stalemate in 
both cases, and Pettersson joined his teammate in Michigan. It’s 
believed the Canucks are currently thinking short term in both cases, but 
Kaprizov’s deal makes me wonder if the true solution is Mikko 
Rantanen’s six-year, $9.25M contract that would buy the Canucks two 
years of free agency. (See above rule: sign cornerstones for as long as 
you can.) There’s been pushback to rumours the team might move a 
player to open room, especially since Tyler Motte is injured. I can 
understand why the Canucks wouldn’t be crazy about that right now. 

7. The rumours on Dahlin have been all over the map. Several months 
ago, I heard things started very well. Then I heard Buffalo wanted short 
term not because of anything Dahlin did (or didn’t do), but because of 
overall frustration and desire not to commit long. Now the defence market 
has exploded. It’s possible Dahlin, Hughes and their representatives are 
watching to see who goes first. 

8. It was quiet on Thomas before he signed. I think St. Louis GM Doug 
Armstrong told teams he wasn’t interested in trading the player, because 
there definitely are admirers. 

9. Word is that Johnny Gaudreau will say at his first media availability 
that he will not answer questions about his contract status now that 
training camp has started. GM Brad Treliving told Sportsnet’s Eric 
Francis this week the team won’t be providing updates, either. Gaudreau 
is an unrestricted free agent in July. No distractions. 

10. Nathan MacKinnon confirmed a good little rumour — that Sidney 
Crosby and Connor McDavid skated as linemates at a Montreal camp; 
some pre-Olympic practice. MacKinnon half-joked he didn’t like it, 
because they won every game. “Way to keep it fair,” he laughed. The 
Avalanche forward, by the way, spent a lot of time on a line with Mitch 
Marner. 

11. Marner and Auston Matthews were scheduled to spend a week 
practising together in Arizona, but that was ruined by the centre’s wrist 
surgery. They did send each other video clips with ideas on how to “be 
better in small areas,” according to Marner. A few Maple Leafs have said 
the organization’s made it clear there’s a sense of urgency, that unless 
there’s some post-season success there will be changes. Matthews said 
the playoff defeat weighed on him for a few weeks. 

“It was hard not to look back,” he said. “(But) there’s nothing that I or we 
can do to change that, unfortunately.” 

He’s got an assassin’s mentality to him, I don’t think he worries too much 
what others think. The team has asked Marner to gravitate in that 
direction, not let what others say affect him so much. There’s a very fine 
line between using it to properly motivate you (there will be examples 
from Doughty and Steven Stamkos later in this blog) and letting it 
smother you. “I’m trying to block out that noise,” the winger said. Added 
MacKinnon, who is a big fan: “I said some words (to Marner) I probably 
shouldn’t say here…From the outside I think, he just can’t care” what is 
said about him. 

12. Sportsnet deserter Sid Seixeiro tweeted he was spellbound by 
Amazon’s All or Nothing series on the Maple Leafs, due Oct. 1. I’ve also 
heard great things. There were also some battles on what could and 
couldn’t stay in. The agent, Lewis Gross, would not discuss it, but William 
Nylander’s representatives were unhappy with how he was portrayed at 
certain points and fought to have those removed. 

13. Shea Weber is on Montreal’s training-camp roster, but all eyes will be 
on his physical. Several Canadiens did not like that Weber was even 
questioned about his body’s condition, since they see up-close what he 
goes through to play. 

14. Tyler Toffoli will return to Los Angeles for the first time since his 2020 
trade. That means a video. “My dad said I'm going to cry,” he laughed. “I 
said, ‘I’ll bet you $100.’” 

15. Columbus locked up Elvis Merzlikins at five years and a $5.4M AAV 
on Tuesday. Good week for the Blue Jackets, who saw top prospects 
Yegor Chinakhov and Cole Sillinger shine at the Traverse City prospects 
tournament. After a very challenging year, they are focussed on re-
establishing a steady environment. Locking up Merzlikins is big, but the 
most critical move was Zach Werenski. Just don’t dare call it a rebuild 
anywhere near him. 

“I don’t want to hear that word around the locker room or around the 
rink,” he said. “I have high expectations for our group. If you don’t go into 
a season with high expectations, then you shouldn’t be playing.” 

As for re-signing, Werenski said once he decompressed from the 
season, it wasn’t a difficult decision. “I just wanted to sit back and have 
everything in front of me before I made a decision. I didn’t think 
elsewhere, I didn’t think about anything…I just wanted to see what the 
plan was, who the coach was going to be. Once I saw the plan, I was all 
in on it.” 
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16. Werenski signed his six-year, $57.5M extension days after former 
teammate Seth Jones verbally agreed to an eight-year, $76M deal with 
Chicago. 

One of the things we discussed with Jones was how he raised the bar for 
other blueliners with his new contract. He took real pride in that, while 
recognizing the limitations of a cap system — he’s always had a good 
understanding of sports business, for obvious family reasons. He’s very 
excited about Chicago, especially playing with brother Caleb, but we did 
ask him if he ever thought he was going anywhere else. He answered 
there was a “one-year thing” discussed. Colorado? He tried to avoid 
confirmation, but under significant and brutal cross-examination, basically 
admitted it. That situation “had a great chance to win it,” he said. “In my 
heart I wanted to be somewhere that I was going to be the rest of my 
career.” 

17. We did talk about Columbus for a few minutes. Jeff Marek asked him 
about the rumours politics caused a rift and Jones looked stunned. 

“That’s what you guys heard? Wow,” he replied. “It wasn’t that, I can tell 
you that. I don’t think anything happened, it was just a bad year. Nothing 
clicked. No one could get on the same page with the style we wanted to 
play. The season of drama. (Pierre-Luc) Dubois trade (was) not 
supposed to happen until the end of the year from what I was 
hearing…once that happens, it’s kinda tough to bring it back. We had 
new guys come on, it just didn’t seem to work.” 

A few days earlier, Dubois said he doesn’t know if he will ever reveal why 
he asked for a trade: “Sometimes saying less is better.” Dubois pointed 
out that the Blue Jackets were the ones who drafted him and believed in 
him, so he’s not convinced it’s the proper thing to do. “We didn’t think 
anybody on the outside needed to know. (It was a) hard part in my life, I 
went through it and I’m still alive,” he said. 

18. Dubois said he skated a lot more than he usually does in the 
summer, as he readies to erase a lost 2020-21. “I didn’t have a great off-
season (in 2020),” he said. With opportunities limited in Montreal due to 
shutdowns, he stayed in Columbus only to have an outbreak interfere 
with his conditioning there. “I knew my game wasn’t where I wanted it to 
be, but physically I wasn’t where I wanted to be either. Usually I can rely 
on that. Usually I can say, win your battles, do these things physically 
and the rest will follow. It’s not just hitting, it’s protecting the puck, it’s 
being down low…winning those battles. To not feel your body is where it 
should be, it’s never a good sign.” 

Then came the trade and Canadian quarantine. He never caught up. 
Interestingly, he watched video of players who do an excellent job of 
protecting the puck, naming Leon Draisaitl, Anze Kopitar, Aleksander 
Barkov, Sebastian Aho and Artemi Panarin. “He’s not that big, but he’s 
the best puck-protecting guy I’ve played with and against.” 

19. Can’t pin down an exact date for when the investigation into Evander 
Kane will be released, but it’s expected to be this week. He told ESPN’s 
Linda Cohn that he believes he will be cleared of accusations that he bet 
on hockey and against the Sharks, denying both scenarios. Kane also 
shrugged off reports teammates were unhappy with him. Tomas Hertl, 
one of the NHL’s friendliest players, politely declined to discuss this 
issue, saying, “I don’t want to get deep into that yet…First thing, 
everybody has to discuss it in the locker room.” He added that he wanted 
to respect that Kane is “not in an easy situation.” I include that because it 
was one of the complicating factors in everything that happened with 
Kane and the Sharks last season. Kane, as he admitted to Cohn, was 
getting help for his gambling addiction and the organization was 
committed to being supportive of that. 

20. I don’t think Edmonton is done in goal. That storyline sticks around 
for a while. Mike Smith will be there, but what happens around him? 

21. We’ve talked before about Aleksander Barkov’s tennis skill. Rumour 
has it no one aside from head coach Joel Quenneville will play him. 
When was the last time you lost a match? “I lost some doubles matches 
this summer,” he replied. That doesn’t count. What about singles? Suffice 
it to say it’s been a while. We tried to pry into his contract status, but 
Barkov wasn’t giving much. (He can be an unrestricted free agent next 
summer.) Is there any reason for Panthers fans to worry? “I hope not,” he 
said with a smile. We’ll see, but it doesn’t sound like this is a five-alarm 
blaze. 

22. Jakob Chychrun tweeted a sad emoji after Christian Dvorak’s trade to 
Montreal. He threw cold water that it meant anything deep about his 
future. “No not at all. I absolutely love playing in Arizona. I call it 
home…That Dvorak trade was tough for me.” They lived together last 
year, Chychrun called the departed centre his “best buddy” on the team. 
“It’s part of the game, I understand it.” 

23. Drew Doughty is disputing the famous 2010 Olympic Gold Medal 
story told by ex-teammate Mike Richards on the Spittin' Chiclets podcast. 
Richards revealed Doughty slept in and arrived at the arena way later 
than necessary for the victory over the United States, atoning with a 
brilliant performance. Last week, Doughty said that version of events is 
untrue. 

“I was not late for the bus, actually. The bus left without me. We have to 
clarify that. I’m going to get the guy that was controlling the buses to 
clarify this because everyone thinks I was late, but I was not late.” 
Doughty said he always took the first bus to the game, but didn’t prior to 
the last one because he was shipping his gear back to Los Angeles 
instead of taking it on an upcoming road trip. He planned on taking the 
second bus instead. “They thought I was on the first bus, so the (second) 
left without me.” 

He couldn’t just hop in a cab, so he took a shuttle as close as he could to 
the arena. 

“The lineup to go through the metal detector is like 500 people. And all 
the people in line (are saying), ‘Drew Doughty? You’ve got a game in like 
an hour and 45 minutes, what are you doing?’ And I’m like, ‘Can I please 
bud you guys?’” Doughty texted Fleury, not dressed as the third goalie, to 
get his gitch ready, while the bus driver snuck him in. “One minute after I 
walked in, the coach’s meeting begins. The only people that knew are 
Mike Richards, Fleury and this bus guy. I didn’t even tell my parents!” 
Listen to the upcoming podcast to get full value on this one. It’s so worth 
it. 

24. Over the last few months, Doughty “worked my butt off to get in the 
best shape I could. I’m excited for this season to start.” He was very 
happy with the Kings’ summer after pressing the organization to push 
forward. “It wasn’t just me, (Kopitar was) thinking the same thing but he’s 
not going to say it. He’s reserved, unlike me, I kind of just talk. But 
everyone was thinking it. Who wouldn’t be thinking it? We’re not getting 
any younger. It was in their plan anyways, it wasn’t because I said 
anything.” He made it very clear he “took a lot of blame for himself” about 
the Kings’ recent struggles. 

As he has mentioned several times, Doughty is highly motivated to play 
for Team Canada, notices when he’s left off Olympic projections and, as 
he says, “could win 10 Cups and I’d still want more.” 

25. Speaking of motivated, do not think the Lightning are satisfied. 
Captain Steven Stamkos said Tampa was just as hungry last season as 
they were in winning this core’s first Stanley Cup in 2020. 

“(We still had) that burn because there were people saying it was in the 
bubble, there was this, there was that and I think that pissed some guys 
off a little bit.” He added they “didn’t care where we finished in the 
standings,” simply worried about getting back into the post-season 
because they knew they were good and had an edge. “Even up 3-0 
versus Montreal, there’s still that little fear in your head that propels you,” 
Stamkos said. “We were genuinely pissed we lost that game…(it was) 
eerily silent in the room after that game.” 

This will be an even bigger challenge without the Blake Coleman-Barclay 
Goodrow-Yanni Gourde line. 

“We are absolutely going to miss that line, no doubt,” he replied. “A huge 
part of our success. But with (Andrei) Vasilevskiy, we have a chance.” 
Then he pointed out who is back and who they added. On Corey Perry: 
“As soon as free agency opened up, we wanted him. In our room, we 
thought he was (Montreal’s) best forward…Why can’t we do it again?” 

26. Stamkos agreed with what others have said about him: that winning a 
championship (and now two of them) has brought him a new level of zen. 
There was a rumour during last year’s playoff that he was considering 
retiring, since his body’s taken significant punishment. But he said not 
true: “No, not even close. Never, never ever have I thought about 
retiring.” 
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27. Tim Stutzle said he carpooled to practice with Josh Norris and 
Tkachuk last year, and they are scheduled to do the same again this 
season. Which one is the worst driver? “It’s me in Canada, that’s for 
sure,” the German forward admitted. “I’m not used to driving so slow.” 

28. Jason Robertson won Dallas’s 2020 Fantasy Football league, mainly 
because Ben Bishop traded him Stefon Diggs for Todd Gurley. That’s 
malpractice. 

29. Saw Darnell Nurse give an excellent talk to some of Anthony 
Stewart’s young prospects. He recommended The Mindful Athlete to 
them, which was suggested to him by Jujhar Khaira. 

30. Sounds like the NHL has an early January deadline to avoid financial 
penalty if it needs to back away from the Olympics. 

31. Some of the biggest free agency news this season might be in the 
executive offices. Two-time Stanley Cup champion Julien BriseBois and 
last year’s finalist, Marc Bergevin, are both unsigned for 2022-23. (St. 
Louis’s Doug Armstrong has a club option for next year.) Lightning owner 
Jeff Vinik told The Athletic’s Joe Smith there are “tremendous odds we’ll 
extend his contract.” Bergevin’s negotiations have been discussed for 
some time, with one of the biggest questions being his own desire to 
continue in that stressful seat. Since he signed his last contract, he’s 
been surpassed in the salary department by others who may not have his 
experience — or now, a conference championship. Does that now add 
another wrinkle? 

32. Tough summer. Said goodbye to some great people moving on to 
other things. 

Craig Battle edited this blog for years. It’s not easy. I send it in parts, re-
write on the fly, things change, it’s a mess. I’m convinced that drove him 
out of Sportsnet entirely, but he laughed and said it isn’t true. Thank you, 
Craig. Writers are useless without good editors, and he saved me many 
times. 

Many of you wouldn’t know Rhonda Kirkpatrick, a long-time associate 
director on the show. Didn’t say a lot, but trusted by her peers. Command 
of her role. Legitimately played hurt last summer in the Edmonton bubble. 
No excuses, do what you’re supposed to do. 

Jim Hughson called his own shot, and we’re very happy for him. The high 
standard he had for himself, the preparation. Everyone has their own 
memory of him, my favourites were away from the show. He loves a 
good concert, and I can’t tell you how many times he’d know about a 
great show on the road that I would have missed if he wasn’t there. I 
have great admiration for how he handled the past year and the choice 
he made. 

Chris Johnston is now at The Toronto Star, and his media empire will 
continue to grow. I’m going to miss weekly crypto updates, Blue Jays 
opinions and reaching out to him to say, “You have a good source here, 
can you check something for me?” knowing this great teammate would 
nail down the news. The 2020s will be The Decade of Johnston. 

Then there’s producer Sherali Najak. Seventeen years ago, he played a 
major role in my hiring. No one is universally liked, but he’s close. People 
both in-front-of and behind the scenes would run through fire while 
drinking gasoline for him. We had great times and we battled, 
occasionally. But he always had everyone’s best interests at heart. He 
loved to play practical jokes, and I fell victim to one bad one that’s on 
tape somewhere. I take all this back if it ever ends up in public. 
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Sportsnet.ca / One question for each team heading into NHL training 
camps 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

September 21, 2021, 2:48 PM 

 

On Wednesday, NHL training camps will begin opening up around the 
league and all the off-season chatter will make way for actual substance. 

Battles will begin for lineup spots, and prospects who have yet to crack 
an NHL lineup now have an opportunity to either break camp or at least 
be front of mind when the first call-ups have to be made. 

Training camps aren't only about the kids, though. We want to see how 
players who've changed addresses do in their new cities, or how older 
players look out of the gate. We want to see if players who are coming off 
disappointing seasons are primed for a bounce back, or if breakout 
players seem like they can build on a surprise season. 

So right before everyone hits the ice again, we go over each of the NHL's 
32 teams to talk about one question facing them as it pertains to training 
camp. 

There was very little change made to the roster of one of last season's 
bottom-feeders, and it's clear the Ducks are waiting on some of their 
young prospects to mature. Some of them are NHLers already and 
others are on the cusp. Zegras, the expected future No. 1 centre for the 
franchise, had a 24-game taste last season and scored 13 points. But he 
was a winger in the NHL, and sent back to AHL San Diego to get those 
centre reps. Ryan Getzlaf, Adam Henrique, Derek Grant, Sam Steel and 
Isac Lundestrom were the primary pivots for Anaheim last season and 
they're all back, so how or where Zegras fits in this season will be a 
training camp storyline to watch. 

Arizona Coyotes: How bad is this going to be? 

By design, the Coyotes have stripped down their roster to acquire draft 
picks for the rebuild. There are a few remaining impact players, but we 
wonder if the likes of Phil Kessel or even Jakob Chychrun become trade 
candidates at some point. There aren't a lot of youngsters in this lineup at 
the moment and while some jobs could be earned in camp, is it better to 
keep developing players away from what should be a tough year? 

Boston Bruins: Who grabs the critical second-line centre role and will 
they perform? 

The Perfection Line returns atop the depth chart, but age-related 
questions are seeping in. Patrice Bergeron is 36 years old now and Brad 
Marchand 33. David Pastrnak will be in his prime for a while at least, but 
has just two years left on his contract. We're not worried about that line 
this season. Secondary scoring has been a challenge for the Bruins in 
recent years and that could be made worse by David Krejci's departure. 
The highest-scoring non-first-line player from last season, Krejci found 
chemistry with Taylor Hall -- who signed a four-year extension -- but now 
it falls on Hall to carry that line. Charlie Coyle seems to be first up for a 
crack at the job, but he had just six goals and 16 points in 51 games last 
season. If Coyle doesn't fit there, we're looking at Nick Foligno or Erik 
Haula as possibilities for the 2C role and none of these choices are as 
secure as Krejci was. 

Buffalo Sabres: Where does the Jack Eichel saga go next? 

Well, here we are at a fresh training camp and the biggest off-season 
storyline is still unresolved. A player like Jack Eichel almost never 
becomes available in a trade, but his neck injury and the looming 
possibility of surgery clouds his value. We all know he's one of the top 
centres in the game and should demand a significant return in a trade -- 
especially since he's got another five years remaining on his contract -- 
but it's not so clean. His contract status leaves the Sabres with some 
leverage, too. They don't have to trade him right now if the offers aren't to 
their liking. But this relationship appears severed, so what happens if he's 
not traded by the start of camp or the regular season? Eichel will report 
for physicals on Wednesday, after which the Sabres could put him on 
injured reserve, but this story will hang over the franchise until there's a 
conclusion. 

Calgary Flames: Will Gaudreau, Tkachuk and Lindholm stick as a line? 

The only thing Flames fans may have been rooting for as their team 
played out the final weeks of last season was the impending off-season 
changes we all expected. Those changes didn't come. So as the Flames 
run it back and double down on Darryl Sutter hockey succeeding in a 
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weak Pacific Division, there actually was one positive takeaway from the 
end of last season to watch in training camp. 

After an April 5 loss to Toronto, Sutter put together a line of Elias 
Lindholm between Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau. They stuck 
together for most of the remaining schedule and Calgary went 10-6-0. 
Gaudreau posted 22 points, Tkachuk 15 and Lindholm 14. All of the 
Flames' top players need bounce-back years for the team to have any 
shot and you wonder if this is what they shoot out of the gate with. 

Carolina Hurricanes: Does Frederik Andersen still have it? 

In 2017-18 and 2019-20, the Hurricanes had one of the worst 5-on-5 
team save percentages in the league. In 2018-19 they were middle of the 
road and you wouldn't have identified the position as a strength. Then 
last season, thanks to rookie Alex Nedeljkovic, they had the second-best 
save percentage and were a top team throughout. So, naturally, the 
Canes are returning with two different goalies, both veterans with recent 
injuries and coming off down seasons. Former Leaf Frederik Andersen is 
likely the lead dog here, but after a six-year stretch of strong consistency 
in Anaheim and Toronto, his last two seasons were subpar. Andersen 
finished with an .895 save rate in 2021 and lost the Leafs job to career 
backup Jack Campbell. The Canes lost Dougie Hamilton off the blue line 
this summer as well, but expectations remain sky high -- it's critical for 
Andersen and Antti Raanta to approach Nedeljkovic's performance. 

Chicago Blackhawks: How does Jonathan Toews look? 

August 18, 2020 was the last time Jonathan Toews played an NHL 
game. He scored a goal and played 18 minutes as the Blackhawks were 
eliminated by Vegas in the bubble playoffs. Toews then missed all of last 
season with chronic immune response syndrome, which made it hard for 
him to recover from anything. Toews posted a video in June that showed 
his return to the ice for skates and it appears he'll be with the team at 
training camp. Toews is 33 now and said he took more time away from 
the ice than at any point since he was a kid. Can he return to form, or will 
Toews transition to perhaps more of a third-line or support role for a 
Blackhawks team that's aggressively tried to spin out of a rebuild this off-
season? 

Colorado Avalanche: Who will replace the goals scored by Joonas 
Donskoi and Brandon Saad? 

The Avs will continue as one of the top Cup contenders this season, but 
they did experience some roster turnover in the summer, which will be 
interesting to see come together in camp. Donskoi and Saad were the 
fifth and sixth in goal scoring on the team last season and neither are 
back. So who steps up in camp? Valeri Nichushkin will be a favourite to 
move up the lineup and perhaps fill a role, but we should keep an eye on 
some younger players as well. Alex Newhook is coming off a strong 
rookie camp and had eight games of NHL playoff experience last 
summer. Shane Bowers hasn't made his NHL debut yet, but can the 
2017 first-rounder make the team, or at least become an early call-up 
candidate? 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Who's playing centre with Patrik Laine? 

After trading Pierre-Luc Dubois for Patrik Laine last season, the Blue 
Jackets were left with a massive hole at centre. Max Domi was a hopeful 
solution, but that didn't pan out and he appears a better fit on the wing 
(and he's out for the start of the season anyway). What about Alexandre 
Texier? He showed well in spurts, but wasn't a full-time solution yet 
either. He's just 22, though, and probably gets another look. Jack 
Roslovic and Boone Jenner will get shots, too. Centre Kent Johnson was 
chosen fifth overall in the 2021 draft, but he's headed back to Michigan 
this season. Who plays with Laine to set him up and unlock his full goal 
scoring potential that we didn't see any of last season will be a key 
training camp storyline. The most likely outcome is that a few different 
players get their shot to stick next to Laine throughout the season, but 
let's see who grabs the job out of camp. 

Dallas Stars: How will their goaltending situation play out? 

It remains unclear when, or if, Ben Bishop will return to Dallas' crease 
and the team has prepared for the worst. Braden Holtby was acquired via 
free agency for one year and $2 million and he'll join incumbents Anton 
Khudobin and Jake Oettinger in a training-camp battle. And while the 22-
year-old Oettinger had the better goalie stats (.936 SV%, 2.36 GAA) of 
the two last season, he is the only waiver exempt player and that alone 

could push him down the depth chart to start -- unless a strong camp 
forces a different choice. 

Detroit Red Wings: Which kids stand out? 

With another year of misery expected, Wings fans can only hope for 
progress. Moritz Seider, the sixth overall pick in 2019, arrives and seems 
to have the inside track on a roster spot he still needs to earn. Is he a 
top-four guy right away? Joe Veleno and Jonatan Berggren, selected 
three picks apart from each other in 2018, are competing for a spot, but 
is there a chance both could make the team? And how sharp does Lucas 
Raymond look right away, even though we're not expecting him to crack 
the NHL roster out of camp? 

Edmonton Oilers: How do Evan Bouchard and Philip Broberg do? 

Perhaps what made Caleb Jones expandable in a trade for Duncan 
Keith, and why it's worth taking a shot on the 38-year-old for the short-
term, is that the future on the blue line is promising with Bouchard, 
Broberg and Dmitri Samorukov. But they're not all ready yet. Bouchard 
played 14 NHL games last season and is probably first up to earn a spot 
out of camp. Broberg may not be all that far behind, though, and 
depending on who shines at camp Edmonton's defence picture could still 
change somewhat. There are a ton of veterans in place, though, so not 
much room on the pro roster yet. Samorukov was injured in rookie camp 
and so will be unavailable when the main camp opens. 

Florida Panthers: Can Anton Lundell make the team or where is he going 
to slot in the lineup? 

The 12th overall pick from 2020 returned to Finland's top pro league last 
season, led his team with 16 goals and was an alternate captain. He was 
just 19 years old. Lundell will turn 20 in October and even though 
Florida's collection of forwards runs deep, he should have a crack at 
making the team with a good camp. Where he would slot in after that isn't 
clear though. Florida was one of the top offensive teams last season and 
added Sam Reinhart (and Joe Thornton for depth), so theoretically 
there's less room for rookies. But Lundell is one to get excited about. 

Los Angeles Kings: Will Quinton Byfield or Alex Turcotte force their way 
into a roster spot? 

Anze Kopitar remains the Kings' No. 1 centre, full stop. Phillip Danault 
will be their shutdown guy, but will it be on the second or third line? Gabe 
Vilardi filled that role last season, but will he stick as a pivot or eventually 
slide to the wing? Enter Byfield and Turcotte, two top-five draft picks with 
a (truncated) AHL season under their belts and pro experience to show 
for it. There's no sense in rushing either of these players, but if they show 
out in training camp and pre-season games the Kings may have to 
promote either as they aim to contend for the playoffs. 

Four of Minnesota's top five scorers last season were forwards under the 
age of 25 and the team further leaned into the future with their off-season 
decisions. There aren't a lot of pro roster spots up for grabs quite yet, but 
after strong rookie camps two of the most exciting prospects in this 
system will get an opportunity to earn one. Rossi is a comeback story 
worth watching in himself as he comes all the way back from a heart 
condition discovered after a battle with COVID-19 that kept him out all of 
last season. When he's ready, Rossi has the potential to inject the same 
kind of excitement into this lineup that Kirill Kaprizov accomplished a year 
ago. 

Montreal Canadiens: How does Alexander Romanov look? 

One of the bigger storylines in Canadiens training camp is how the 
defence will come together. There are a few veterans who might have a 
hold on a top-four spot already, but everyone is excited for what 21-year-
old Alexander Romanov can become. Now in his second NHL season, 
Romanov could be a central figure on this blue line for years. With Shea 
Weber out for this year at least, Montreal has a massive hole on the blue 
line that no single player will be able to fill. But a strong camp and start to 
the season for Romanov would at least be a silver lining. 

Nashville Predators: Is Juuse Saros the next big thing? 

No pressure or anything. From March 1 to the end of last regular season, 
Saros had a .939 save percentage and was getting some late 
consideration in Vezina talk (but not, ultimately, a finalist for the award). 
Of course, before that date he had an .898 save percentage, so it really 
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was a tale of two seasons. Pekka Rinne has retired and Saros was given 
a four-year extension with a $5 million cap hit. He has been solid and 
consistent through five years in Nashville, first as Rinne's backup and 
then through a gradual transition to the starter's job. But is what we saw 
at the end of last season a step up into something special? He almost 
single-handedly dragged them back into the playoff race in 2021 and 
turned the front office off of being deadline sellers, but Nashville's 
direction now is less sure than ever. 

New Jersey Devils: Is this the year Jack Hughes becomes a superstar? 

A 21-point rookie season was followed by a 31-point sophomore season, 
and though those numbers don't jump at you the way some other recent 
No. 1 picks launched their careers, Hughes has been heading in the right 
direction. And now the Devils are making strides to actually get better in 
the here and now. Hughes helped Yegor Sharangovich to a 16-goal 
rookie season that few expected, so if he also takes a step, or if the team 
finds a trigger man to complement Hughes, he could take off suddenly. 

New York Islanders: Is Noah Dobson's role going to expand? 

The Islanders have been easing Dobson in the past two seasons and his 
underlying numbers have been strong. In 2021, Dobson averaged 16:24 
of ice time, sixth among Isles blue liners, and had a power-play 
presence. Scott Mayfield and Ryan Pulock played ahead of Dobson on 
the right side last season and both remain with the team, but it's going to 
get harder to keep the 21-year-old down, especially with a strong camp. 

New York Rangers: How much of the new team "toughness" shows up in 
pre-season action? 

Tom Wilson left a lasting impact on the Rangers last season. In the early-
May game when Wilson repeatedly punched a prone Pavel Buchnevich 
and then tossed Artemi Panarin around with no recourse, it left the 
Rangers with a bit of an identity crisis. Ya, New York has a lot of talent on 
paper and a promising way out of the rebuild, but how did ownership 
view the team getting bullied like that? The answer may have come 
when, a couple days later, GM Jeff Gorton and president John Davidson 
-- the architects of the rebuild -- were shown the door and Chris Drury 
was promoted as GM. The Rangers added Ryan Reaves and Barclay 
Goodrow, two hard-nosed players, in the off-season and it's hard not to 
draw a line between the Wilson incident and those acquisitions. The 
Rangers won't meet the Capitals until opening night -- which will be must-
see TV -- but we wonder if this identity shows itself in some form through 
the pre-season. 

Ottawa Senators: How long will Brady Tkachuk's negotiation drag on for? 

There is a lot to monitor at Sens camp. Matt Murray had a miserable first 
season in Ottawa playing through a highly offensive North Division, but 
with three more years on his contract the Sens need their netminder to 
bounce back if they are to push forward. What about Logan Brown, the 
11th overall pick from 2016: will he make the roster? And, of course, for a 
team looking to emerge out of a rebuild, it's always important to see 
positive things out of the younger players who have yet to become full-
time NHLers. But the biggest question around the Senators has to do 
with Brady Tkachuk. The RFA is still without a contract, and after his 
brother Matthew shared his opinion that those negotiations weren't all 
that close to a resolution, some level of panic is setting in. It's not unusual 
for RFAs to miss at least the start of training camp, though it's not an 
ideal outcome. But if we get more than a week into camp and there's still 
no news on Tkachuk this will become a bigger issue. If he misses the 
start of the regular season, then there's trouble. 

Philadelphia Flyers: Is Carter Hart bouncing back? 

We might get an idea pretty early in the pre-season if Hart is on his way 
back from the worst season of his career, or if possible trouble is on the 
horizon. The three-time WHL goalie of the year had two strong seasons 
to start his NHL career and then last season went way off the rails, 
finishing with an .877 save rate. Given Hart's track record and the 
strangeness and challenges of last season, it's a fairly good bet he will 
come all the way back. But we have to see it and on the off-chance it's a 
bumpy road again, the Flyers have only Martin Jones as the backup, 
which would make for a difficult season. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Who's going to step up with Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin out? 

The Penguins could start the year without their franchise cornerstones 
and top two centres, which could force Jeff Carter into one of those roles. 
He was the perfect deadline pick-up for them last season, scoring 16 
points in 20 regular and playoff games. Can he continue any of that, 
though? Teddy Blueger probably gets a look in pre-season, too. But then 
how do you make up for the lost offence? The Penguins have a Cup 
window that appears to be closed, or pretty close to it, and a bad start to 
the season could be deadly. Someone needs to step up in camp. 

San Jose Sharks: Can any prospect show something exciting? 

One of the more stable and successful franchises for nearly two 
decades, the wheels have come off the Sharks in recent times. The 
problem, too, is that so many of their top players are locked in to big-
money deals with term that making significant change isn't going to be 
easy, which is why they're returning with largely the same group. The 
reason why the Sharks were able to find success for such a prolonged 
period is that they had a steady stream of high-impact prospects that 
grew into leaders, but that line has been cut. Timo Meier is the best of 
the youth, and it's not clear if he wants to stick around. So, while this 
figures to be another long season in San Jose barring some surprise, we 
really want to see which kids shine the most in camp and pre-season. 
Whether that's seventh overall pick William Eklund or 31st overall 
selection Ozzy Wiesblatt or someone a little more obscure like Jasper 
Weatherby, it'd be great to just see something to believe in the future. 

Seattle Kraken: How will this roster come together? 

The newest team will be the hardest one to get a handle on. The Vegas 
Golden Knights re-shaped how we perceive an expansion roster, though 
it would be unfair to expect the Kraken to duplicate Vegas' Year 1 
success. Line combinations, defence pairs, and goalie usage are all 
things to watch in camp for the Kraken. And, of course, we need to keep 
a sharp eye on any player who shoots out strong and has a chance to be 
a William Karlsson-type who breaks out in a big way with a fresh 
opportunity. 

St. Louis Blues: Will Vladimir Tarasenko be there and how will he be 
used? 

After five straight 30-plus goal seasons, Tarasenko has struggled with a 
shoulder injury for the past two and it's fair to wonder if he can ever get 
close to his old form again. A disagreement over how his shoulder 
injuries were handled led to Tarasenko asking for a trade that still hasn't 
come to fruition. The Kraken didn't even take him in their expansion draft, 
indicating how far Tarasenko's stock has fallen. He turns 30 in December 
and has two years left on a $7.5 million AAV contract. If he does show up 
to camp, how good does he look? Where will the Blues use him in the 
lineup? And, if there is no chance for a makeup, can a trade partner still 
be found? 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Who makes up the new third line? 

The Yanni Gourde-Blake Coleman-Barclay Goodrow line that was so 
instrumental in Tampa's success -- especially in the playoffs -- is 
completely gone and in need of replacing. The good news is that the 
Lightning have done well in drafting and developing talent through their 
Cup wins and have some potential successors in-house, which we'll get 
some eyes on in the pre-season. Ross Colton, 25, will get a look after his 
rookie season. Mathieu Joseph has had strong scoring rates for a couple 
years, but the ice time hasn't come yet so he could be an option. Pierre-
Edouard Bellemare was signed in free agency and brings strong 
defensive play. And then there are various wild cards who could come 
out of the woodwork. Where does Corey Perry fit in? Jobs and roles are 
available on the back-to-back champs, and we're eager to find out who 
takes them. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Who fills in the Zach Hyman spot alongside Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner? 

Rather than target one obvious replacement for Hyman, the Leafs 
acquired a few players who could fit that role. Michael Bunting comes 
with good underlying numbers and though he scored at a pace last 
season he's unlikely to duplicate (13 points in 21 games), he might be the 
right complement to the two stars. Nick Ritchie got the most money and 
his physical presence might be what they're after. Ondrej Kase brings 
plenty of offensive upside to a potential top-six role, but there are lots of 
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questions about his health. And then what about Alex Kerfoot? Could he 
slide to the wing if David Kampf becomes the third-line centre? 

Vancouver Canucks: Is Vasily Podkolzin a Day 1 top-sixer, or does he 
need to play his way up in the regular season? 

Podkolzin is easily the most interesting player to watch at camp for the 
Canucks. The 10th overall pick in 2019, Podkolzin has spent the past two 
seasons playing in the KHL and should be ready to have an impact right 
away. He's strong on his skates and tough to play against on the puck 
and along the boards, which are always welcome skills. But the Canucks 
have built a roster designed to make the playoffs, so Podkolzin doesn't 
need to be rushed into anything too soon. However, there could be a 
spot available for the right winger in the top six if he has a strong camp. 
And of course, we're also watching for any news around Elias Pettersson 
and Quinn Hughes, two RFAs still without contracts. For a team looking 
to put last season well behind them and move on, it is vital to have these 
guys back in the fold before puck drop in October. 

Vegas Golden Knights: Can Nolan Patrick have an impact at centre? 

We often talk about how critical it is to have quality centres in the NHL 
(and it's true), but the Golden Knights have managed to be a yearly 
contender without a true standalone No. 1 at the position. William 
Karlsson and Chandler Stephenson have filled the top two spots and 
done well, but we can't deny that in back-to-back playoffs Vegas' offence 
has dried up at critical times and contributed to the Golden Knights being 
upset. Vegas, always connected to available stars, came up in Jack 
Eichel trade rumours that haven't panned out yet. Instead of going big at 
the position, they made one interesting pick-up, acquiring 2017 second 
overall pick Nolan Patrick from the Flyers. He's battled injuries and lack 
of playing time early in his career, but his upside remains. What will we 
see from him in training camp, and can he start on a road toward 
reaching that potential as an impact top-six centre? 

Washington Capitals: Does Evgeny Kuznetsov return with a chip on his 
shoulder? 

Kuznetsov's points per game rate has been in decline three years in a 
row, and after just a 29-point season in 41 games he was seemingly 
challenged by Caps GM Brian MacLellan, who certainly didn't close the 
door on the possibility the centre could be traded. Kuznetsov's bounce-
back will be one key to Washington's success, as the 29-year-old has 
four years remaining on his $7.8-million AAV contract. So how will 
Kuznetsov respond when camp opens and pre-season games pick up. 
Do we see the old player again, or is this a decline in action? 

Winnipeg Jets: Will Pierre-Luc Dubois be an important and effective top-
two centre right away? 

When the Jets acquired Dubois from Columbus last season, they had 
designs on him becoming the second-line centre behind Mark Scheifele 
and ahead of Adam Lowry to make up a deep collection of pivots to 
frustrate opponents. It wasn't a smooth transition, though. Dubois was 
injured shortly after his arrival, didn't have consistent linemates, and even 
played on the wing to ease his way in. So how does camp start this 
season? If the Jets can get Dubois back down the middle and he returns 
to the form we saw in the 2020 playoff bubble, Winnipeg could be a top 
team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Drouin easy to root for in comeback from 
anxiety, insomnia 
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“We in the media don’t root for teams, but we do root for people.” 

Our own Jeff Marek likely borrowed this line from someone, but he’s 
repeated it often to Elliotte Friedman on 31 Thoughts: The Podcast and 
it’s resonating with me right now. 

I’m sure I won’t be the only reporter rooting for Jonathan Drouin this 
season. In exclusive interviews with RDS and TVA Sports that aired 
Monday night the 26-year-old opened up about anxiety and insomnia that 
plagued him for years before it became insuppressible and had him 
decide to step away from hockey last April. He said that, now that he’s 
prepared to return, all he wants is to do is play the game and enjoy it, 
and as someone who’s gotten to know Drouin -- not as well as his friends 
and family, but as well as he’s allowed reporters to know him -- I 
sincerely hope he gets what he wants. 

I’m not just rooting for him, but also for every player who has dealt with 
similar issues and faced them head-on. It takes a great deal of courage 
to acknowledge a problem exists and even more to open up about it, and 
if we’re not behind the people who exhibit that type of courage, we’re 
only exacerbating the problem. 

Drouin made the harder choice back on April 23, but he said he’s better 
for it now. His anxiety and insomnia had gotten to a point where it was 
making him physically ill. Rather than continuing to internalize it, he 
decided it was time to do something about it. 

“I’m very happy I did it,” he said. 

Remaining Time -2:16 

Drouin opens up about issues that have kept him out of Canadiens lineup 

I hope he’s happy he talked with Chantal Machabee, Renaud Lavoie and, 
consequently, Canadiens fans across the country about what he went 
through. I hope he’s as at peace with it now, and feeling as good and as 
healthy as he appeared in the interviews. 

“I played with it for several years without really knowing what it was,” he 
told Machabee. “Even in my first years, when I was dealing with my 
anxiety problems, it was difficult for me to speak to someone about it and 
to get help. I wasn’t even sure what the problem was or didn’t recognize 
it. But last year, it clicked, and I went to get help and some people to 
support me. 

“Now I understand what’s happening. I understand the little moments 
when you feel anxiety and things like that. So, I’ve taken care of it and 
know how to handle it now.” 

If that propels Drouin to the best season of his career, that’s a story I’d be 
thrilled to cover. 

I took no joy from the one that left him on personal leave from the 
Canadiens for undisclosed reasons and for an indeterminant period of 
time, and I know none of my colleagues did either. 

It was 44 games into last season that Drouin stepped away from his 
biggest passion and left everyone concerned for his health. The weeks 
leading up to his pause were as unpleasant as any he had lived in his 
tumultuous four years with the Canadiens -- mired in a terrible slump, at 
odds with the media, visibly unhappy -- and it was obvious. 

It was easy to assume when Drouin took a leave of absence that he was 
dealing with something more serious, and now we know he was. 

“I wasn’t in rehab,” he told Machabee. “I didn’t read social media, so I 
don’t know what the rumours were, but I didn’t have a drug or alcohol 
issue. It was really just problems with anxiety and insomnia.” 

Drouin told Lavoie they got worse with each passing day of his 
pandemic-restricted existence. 

“There were times we were stuck in our hotel rooms four, five days 
straight, never going out. It didn’t help,” he said. “I had these issues for 
many years before the pandemic hit, but it definitely exacerbated this 
whole situation.” 

Until it became untenable. 

“I got out there for warmup (on April 23, in Calgary) and I had no energy 
to play hockey, no strength in my body, and wasn’t well mentally,” Drouin 
said. “It was really there that I took a decision to step back from hockey, 
take care of myself and ask for help.” 
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It was four days later that Drouin flew back to Montreal with the 
Canadiens and informed coach Dominique Ducharme he was taking a 
leave of absence. 

“I had tears in my eyes,” he told Lavoie. “It wasn’t like I had just played 
10 games; I had played (44) and we were two weeks away from playoffs. 
It was difficult for me to leave the group right before the playoffs. 

“It’s what you play hockey for and what you go through the whole season 
for, but I hit a wall where hockey wasn’t working for me and it wasn’t fun. 
So, it was time to step back and enjoy life a bit more.” 

When asked if he had any doubts in his decision while the Canadiens 
were making their way through the playoffs, Drouin cited the support he 
received from GM Marc Bergevin, Ducharme, the coaching staff and his 
teammates as reasons he didn’t. 

“I was tempted to come back right away,” Drouin added. “Even right after 
I stopped, I went to go see some psychologists and was feeling good. 
But I also knew that even if I was feeling well, there were many steps to 
take before getting back to hockey and getting back in the entourage of 
the team. 

“When I made my decision, I knew I was going to stop playing hockey for 
the year no matter what happened.” 

Still, the Ste. Agathe, Que., native wasn’t as far removed as it seemed. 
He was watching every game, revelling in the good feeling enveloping his 
home province, and staying in touch with his teammates and Ducharme 
throughout the post-season. 

“It was really important when I took my step back to not feel alone in all 
this,” Drouin told Machabee. “I was lucky to have my teammates, 
Dominique and all that; I felt that I was still a part of the team. Obviously 
wasn’t wearing my equipment, and I wasn’t practising or playing in 
games, but I still felt a part of the team.” 

Drouin told Lavoie that he informed Bergevin and Ducharme in July, 
shortly after the Canadiens lost in the Stanley Cup Final to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, that he wanted to continue being part of the team for this 
coming season -- and for years to follow. 

“Marc traded for me four years ago and I still want to show Marc and 
everyone else why he traded for me,” Drouin said. “I’ve had good years 
and bad ones with the Canadiens, but I wanted to stay here. I want to 
stay with the Canadiens. My coach is here, and he’s an extraordinary 
coach, so it’s easy for me to come back and play here.” 

It’s a challenge Drouin said he’ll approach differently this time around. 

“I think it’s less nerves, but more just go enjoy the moment,” he said. “I 
want to have fun. You do things every day, and I want to give my best 
every day. It’s cliché, but if there’s days where the fun isn’t there or 
there’s too much going through my head, I don’t want that.” 

“Just going to be more calm, more in the moment, more capable of not 
thinking about what’s happening next or what happened yesterday,” 
Drouin continued. “For me, that’s one of the big things I’ve tried to 
change in my life. Forget about what happened yesterday, move on to 
something else. I’m not afraid to talk about it, and I’ve talked with a lot of 
players.” 

He said the support from the entire Canadiens organization, from all of 
his teammates and several rival players across the NHL has helped him 
enormously. 

They won’t be the only ones in his corner. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Training Camp Preview: Benning's upgrades give 
coaches options 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

September 21, 2021, 5:58 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- It’s not the elephant in the room that is the issue 
heading into the training camp for the Vancouver Canucks, but the two 
lion kings who are missing. 

Refreshed and upgraded in the off-season, the Canucks begin 
preparations for their 2021-22 Redemption Tour without unsigned 
restricted free agents Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes, who are 
merely the National Hockey League team’s best forward and top 
defenceman. 

Negotiations -- or at least communication -- continue daily between 
general manager Jim Benning and agent Pat Brisson. But barring a 
dramatic breakthrough, neither Pettersson nor Hughes will be on the ice 
when the Canucks start practising Thursday in Abbotsford, the new home 
of Vancouver’s American Hockey League farm team. 

The Canucks acquired top-six winger Conor Garland, top-pairing 
defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson and versatile forward Jason 
Dickinson in July, and the lineup should be further boosted by the arrival 
of rookie power forward Vasily Podkolzin and the deepest competition for 
depth positions since the Benning era began in 2014. 

But while there will be a lot of compelling viewing at camp, especially with 
regard to who plays with whom up front, the absences of Pettersson and 
Hughes will grow more noticeable by the day as the clock ticks towards 
the Canucks’ season-opener on Oct. 13 in Edmonton. 

“There's a new energy in the room and everyone's looking forward to 
camp,” goalie Thatcher Demko said. “I don't pay too much attention to 
(the contract drama), to be honest. It's so far out of my control. 
Obviously, we're all good friends and hopefully it gets done sooner rather 
than later. But that's between them and the team.” 

“I’m sure they’re getting asked every day what’s going on and the last 
thing they need is more questions from me, so I’m staying out of it,” 
winger J.T. Miller said. “We all know it’s a business. There's a lot of other 
things to add to our excitement level and get us ready to go here. There 
should be no excuses.” 

THREE QUESTIONS 

Where will J.T. Miller play? 

A Twitter-storm erupted in August when coach Travis Green suggested 
to Sportsnet that last season’s necessity-is-the-mother-of-invention use 
of Miller at centre could continue even when Pettersson re-signs. It’s not 
that Miller isn’t effective at centre; it’s that he was one of the better left-
wingers in the NHL when he played with Pettersson and Brock Boeser. 

Miller at centre would make the Canucks formidable down the middle 
with Pettersson, Miller, Bo Horvat and Dickinson or Brandon Sutter. But 
are there enough quality wingers to satisfy the Big Three? And which one 
of the centres would play on the “third line” or a matchup role against the 
opposition’s best players? 

Dickinson, who relishes such a role, seemed the obvious third-line centre 
-- with Miller on first-line left wing -- when he was acquired from the 
Dallas Stars ahead of the Seattle expansion draft in July. But Dickinson’s 
speed, size and two-way chops also make him a viable candidate to play 
higher up the lineup as a winger who will win pucks and provide 
defensive cover for Vancouver’s more offensive forwards. 

Factor in the arrival of Garland, the buzzsaw scorer the Canucks were 
elated to get from Arizona when they agreed to absorb most of Ekman-
Larsson’s gigantic contract, and there are top-nine line options not seen 
since Vancouver went to the Stanley Cup Final a decade ago. 

In successive years, Canucks drafting and development have produced 
Boeser, Pettersson, Hughes and Nils Hoglander. Podkolzin could make it 
five straight seasons with an impactful rookie. Of course, dynamic 
defenceman Jack Rathbone is also capable of extending the 
development win streak for the Canucks after his impressive eight-game 
cameo at the end of last season. 
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Podkolzin has a game similar to Hoglander’s. He plays directly and with 
speed, is eager to be first to the puck, protects it and makes plays, and 
gets to the net. Hoglander had an impressive 13 goals and 27 points in 
56 games as a rookie, but was also the only Vancouver forward to finish 
in positive ground in shot-share (50.43 per cent) and goal-share (52.05). 

At six-foot-one, Podkolzin is four inches taller than Hoglander and, at 
10th-overall, was drafted 30 places ahead of his new friend and 
teammate in 2019. After spending the last two seasons playing in the 
Kontinental Hockey League as a teenager -- and enduring at times the 
suppression of his ice time by SKA St. Petersburg, which pressured 
Podkolzin to re-sign -- it looks like the right winger is ready for the NHL. 
But in what role? 

If he is capable of playing right away in the top nine, like Hoglander did, 
Podkolzin will give Green even more options because the Russian’s 
speed and strength -- coupled with a mature, two-way game -- make him 
versatile. 

Who wins the battles at the bottom? 

It is ironic that the deepest field of players Benning has assembled to 
challenge for the final spots at forward and defence coincide with the 
Canucks’ most severe salary-cap challenges, which could limit or even 
dictate the bottom of the lineup depending on what salaries Pettersson 
and Hughes eventually command. 

On defence, Rathbone’s impressive eight-game audition at the end of 
last season (one goal and two assists, a positive goal-difference at even 
strength, and power-play duty) make the puck-moving 22-year-old a 
favourite to join the Canucks’ four experienced blue-liners. But the left 
side of the third pairing looks open, with veteran newcomer Brad Hunt, 
among others, challenging sophomore Olli Juolevi. Another defenceman 
among the free-agent army signed by Vancouver, Stanley Cup winner 
Luke Schenn, looks like an ideal seventh man. 

At forward, off-season surgery to Tyler Motte -- who may not be ready 
until November -- has created another opening on the fourth line. Several 
newcomers with varying skill sets and NHL experience -- Phillip Di 
Giuseppe, Justin Dowling, Nic Petan -- will be pushing roster incumbents 
like Matthew Highmore, Zack MacEwan and Justin Bailey. Speedy 
winger William Lockwood could also earn back the spot he was given 
late last season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets Training Camp Preview: Is Pierre-Luc Dubois ready to 
rebound? 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

September 21, 2021, 8:18 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — Paul Maurice is looking for a coming together of sorts. 

With an augmented core group of forwards, a much-improved blue-line 
and an all-world netminder heading into the new season, the Jets are 
looking to build on their first playoff series win since the 2018 run to the 
Western Conference final. 

The compressed season was certainly an interesting one for the Jets, 
who were the model of consistency before a late-season swoon 
threatened to derail whatever promise had been building while the team 
was challenging the Toronto Maple Leafs for the top spot in the North 
Division. 

That seven-game losing skid served as a not-so-subtle reminder of the 
style of play the Jets actually needed to be committed to in order to have 
success when it mattered most. 

So after surviving the tailspin, the Jets used the template to sweep the 
Edmonton Oilers in the opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
minimizing the production of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl in the 
process. 

But after bouncing the high-octane Oilers, the Jets' fortunes changed 
quickly, as defenceman Dylan DeMelo was lost to a groin injury on the 
opening shift of Game 1 against the Montreal Canadiens and top centre 
Mark Scheifele received a four-game suspension for his devastating hit 
on Jake Evans. 

That second series was also a sweep, as the Jets never recovered and 
failed to solve Carey Price, who led the Canadiens all the way to the 
Stanley Cup final before they were eliminated by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

The mood around the Jets heading into camp is one of optimism as the 
team returns to the Central Division, which means a heavy dose of a 
Colorado Avalanche squad that enters the campaign as a Stanley Cup 
favourite. 

There are the usual questions around the edges of the Jets' roster and 
which young player might end up being the biggest surprise, but many of 
the spots are already spoken for. 

And while many of those prospects will be under the microscope during 
the six exhibition games, the Jets are going to use the coming weeks to 
try and ensure the smooth transition from bubble team back to contender 
status. 

“At our age group and our payroll, we’ve got to win,” said Maurice. 

Current salary cap space: $0 (will be into the LTIR pool for a second 
consecutive season) 

GM: Kevin Cheveldayoff (11th season) 

Head coach: Paul Maurice (ninth season) 

Assistant coaches: Jamie Kompon, Dave Lowry, Charlie Huddy, Wade 
Flaherty (goalie coach), Matt Prefontaine (video coach) 

Unsigned players: RW Evgeny Svechnikov (currently on an AHL deal, 
but expected to eventually sign a two-way contract with the Jets) 

1. HOW WILL THE DEFENCE PIECES FIT? 

With two bold trades in a 48-hour window, the Jets added a pair of 
experienced blue-liners in Nate Schmidt and Brenden Dillon to fill a long-
term need. 

Giving up future assets for D-men with cost certainty for four and three 
years, respectively, showed the Jets are committed to taking a serious 
run immediately. 

Drawing up pairings on a white board in his office is one thing, but now 
it’s about seeing where those pieces best fit. 

Maurice also mentioned the possibility of utilizing a seventh defenceman 
on occasion, which is something he’s preferred to avoid in the past. 

Although there are ample options at the disposal of the Jets coaching 
staff, it’s expected the starting six will be Josh Morrissey with Schmidt, 
Neal Pionk with Dillon and DeMelo slotting in beside Logan Stanley, with 
Nathan Beaulieu as the seventh as long as they can fit him under the 
salary cap. 

However, top D prospects Ville Heinola and Dylan Samberg are 
determined to show that they’re ready to challenge for work as well, so 
there is definitely some internal competition to monitor here. 

2. IS DUBOIS READY FOR A BOUNCE-BACK SEASON? 

Pierre-Luc Dubois has a new number (80) to honour his fallen former 
teammate Matiss Kivlenieks, and he’s determined to show that last 
season was nothing more than an outlier. 

Based on how he sounded during a recent interview on the 31 Thoughts 
Podcast with Elliotte Friedman and Jeff Marek, it’s safe to say Dubois is 
feeling healthier and more comfortable than he did at any point last 
season after being acquired by the Jets in the blockbuster trade with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets for Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic. 
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Dubois, 23, didn’t meet his own high expectations upon his arrival and 
figures to be ready to get back to playing the power forward game that 
allowed him to enjoy success during his first three NHL seasons. 

Look for Dubois to have more stable linemates and to avoid bouncing 
between centre and wing, which should help put him in a position to 
succeed. 

The Jets acquired Dubois to be the long-term solution behind Scheifele 
and if he can flourish in the 2C role, the Jets could have one of the 
deepest stables of middle men in the NHL. 

3. CAN ERIC COMRIE HANDLE THE BACKUP JOB? 

When an organization employs a workhorse goalie — and recent Vezina 
Trophy winner — like Connor Hellebuyck, the No. 2 job on the depth 
chart doesn’t usually represent a massive concern. 

But at a time when the margins for error are remarkably slim when it 
comes to qualifying for the postseason, finding an effective replacement 
for Laurent Brossoit (who signed with the Vegas Golden Knights as an 
unrestricted free agent to serve as the backup for Robin Lehner) is of 
critical importance. 

Especially during a season where Hellebuyck is in the mix with John 
Gibson to be the Team USA starter at the Winter Olympics in Beijing, the 
Jets are likely going to need Comrie to handle somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of 20-to-22 starts and give his team a chance to win in 
the majority of them. 

Many observers have been quick to rule that Comrie can’t handle the job 
since he’s got only nine NHL games on his resume and the numbers in 
that small sample size have not been flattering. But Comrie has 
performed well at every other level and the organization believes he’s 
ready to take his game to new heights — much like Brossoit did after he 

was signed as a UFA in the summer of 2018 after the departure of Steve 
Mason. 

During the past two seasons, Comrie was claimed off waivers on four 
separate occasions and was traded by the Arizona Coyotes to the Detroit 
Red Wings. Upon his return to the Jets organization last season, Comrie 
became the all-time wins leader with the Manitoba Moose of the 
American Hockey League. 

That’s no guarantee of success at the next level and while it’s true the 
Jets had a limited budget when it came to filling the backup role, this isn’t 
a matter of loyalty ruling the day either. 

The Jets' coaching staff and management team believe Comrie has 
earned the chance to show he can handle the responsibility. Now it’s up 
to Comrie to show he is capable of rewarding that faith the Jets have 
shown him. 

“All of you have been around here enough and most of you have left the 
rink before he gets off the ice. His work ethic is unbelievable,” said 
Maurice. “He truly has earned this opportunity, so we are all pulling for 
him.” 
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