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The Hurricanes were all business — unfinished business — on Day 1 of training camp  

By Luke DeCock  

It has been less than four months since the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ season came to a precipitous end at the hands 
of the eventual champions, and yet still four months of 
almost constant upheaval and change, a roster retooled in 
acknowledgment that for all the promise and positive reviews 
and pats on the head, this incarnation of the franchise 
believes its best days still lie ahead.  

It has to. 

“There’s still unfinished business here,” captain Jordan Staal 
said Thursday, this new group’s first day on the ice together 
in earnest, and that mantra is so deeply woven into the fabric 
of this upcoming season that it’s as much an aura as it is a 
mission. 

The returnees, like Staal, know that this is a franchise 
potentially on the verge of accomplishing so much more. The 
newcomers, a full third of the roster, are aware that their 
arrival is designed to facilitate that — in goal, most notably, 
but other places too. 

This is a deeper, more experienced team, with more skill at 
forward with the late and dramatic acquisition of Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, with more options on defense despite the 
departure of Dougie Hamilton, with a complete change of 
scenery in net. There’s a lot that comes with that, from higher 
expectations from the fans to more national TV appearances 
— be careful what you wish for: everyone who complained 
about that in years past now has to fork out for ESPN+ to 
see a half-dozen games — but internally it manifests as a 
mix of confidence and grumpy impatience. 

It’s a mood, more than anything. 

For the players who have been through the past three 
seasons since Rod Brind’Amour and Justin Williams yoked a 
bunch of perpetual also-rans into harness, it’s a void that 
needs filling. One trip to the Eastern Conference finals and 
one division title in a pandemic-shortened season may have 
been enough so far, but they’re not as this new season 
dawns. 

The Lightning may have been better last season, but the 
arrival of Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta and 
Kotkaniemi and Derek Stepan and Ethan Bear and others is 
supposed to give the Hurricanes a chance to close that gap. 
(Arguably, the winner of that series was going to have the 
best shot at the Stanley Cup even at that moment; 
Montreal’s upset of Vegas made that a fact.)  

For the newcomers, and there are so many of them, they 
didn’t have to spend much time with that group to pick that 
up. Whether they came from one of the NHL’s saddest 
franchises (like Raanta) or the most pressure-packed 
environment in hockey (like Andersen), they not only knew 
why they were being brought in, they could sense it deep in 
their bones once they got here, like a vibration. 

“It feels great,” Raanta said. “I knew a lot of guys already 
before I even came here so it was an easy transformation for 
me. You see all these guys how they work out, how they 
practice, what they do off the ice. Just try to match that level, 
get to their level, bring something to the table every day.” 

The Hurricanes have set a bar for the newcomers to clear, 
and they’re all setting a new bar for themselves together. 
This is how the franchise has to evolve and grow and move 
forward, and Thursday was the first step of many on a 
journey with an uncertain destination. 

Everyone can feel that, from Brind’Amour on down. Coach of 
the year? It’s officially in the past. 

“I’d forgotten about that,” Brind’Amour said. “That was nice, 
actually.” 

Raanta joked that he has two kids at home and, as the oldest 
of an increasingly large Finnish contingent, three kids at the 
rink. But he was dead serious when he was asked about the 
atmosphere. 

The mood is unquestionably all business, even if it’s the 
unfinished kind. 
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‘Fitting the pieces together’: Here’s what happened on the first day of Hurricanes camp  

By Chip Alexander  

Sure, it was just the first full day of training camp. 

Granted, the Carolina Hurricanes have a lot of new players in 
camp. 

Yes, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour will be looking at 
various line combinations and defensive pairings in camp, 
looking for the right personnel fit. 

Nothing is set in stone. As Brind’Amour put it: “It’s way too 
early to tell.” 

But Brind’Amour and his staff did have a practice plan for 
Thursday and the first day of on-ice work in camp. They did 
put together forward combos and D pairs for the veteran 
group that practiced first at PNC Arena — Team Attitude, it’s 
called. 

For what it’s worth, Sebastian Aho centered a line with Nino 
Niederreiter and Martin Necas. Canes captain Jordan Staal 
had Andrei Svechnikov and Jesper Fast as his wingers, and 
Vincent Trocheck centered Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. The fourth line had Derek Stepan centering 
Steven Lorentz and Jordan Martinook. 

One eyebrow-raiser: defenseman Ethan Bear worked with 
Jaccob Slavin on Thursday. Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce 
were paired and Ian Cole with Tony DeAngelo on D. 

Brind’Amour’s assessment of the first day: “All right.” 

“It’s a lot of introductory stuff,” he told the media. “A lot of 
guys haven’t seen any of this of how we’re doing it, so I 
expected it to be a little rough.” 

There was plenty of skating. There was some physical stuff, 
with some battle drills in front of the net. A couple of guys 
crashed into goalie Frederik Andersen as they went at it and 
they all tumbled into the net. 

“There was a great pace out there,” Staal said. “It was a 
good day and all the guys looked ready to go.” 

Brind’Amour, beginning his fourth year as head coach, kept 
to his routine of stopping practice periodically to have 

shootout shots. DeAngelo and Teravainen scored; 
Svechnikov did not. So it went. 

The second practice group, Team Attitude, was made up 
mostly of prospects and players who could be headed to the 
Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ American Hockey League 
affiliate. Forward Seth Jarvis, the Canes’ first-round draft pick 
in 2020, did not practice Thursday but remains in camp. 

Their goal is to make it through the roster cutdowns in camp, 
make it into the big group and earn a spot on the final roster. 

With so many players on NHL one-way contracts, that might 
be hard to do. This should be a Canes team built with depth, 
especially on the back end where Brind’Amour believed the 
Canes proved to be vulnerable last year in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

“We were pretty fortunate during the year not having injuries 
on D,” Brind’Amour said. “Then when you had it in the 
playoffs it was obvious. It was like wow. You need to have 
that (depth). ... You don’t really notice it until you don’t have 
it.” 

Dougie Hamilton, Jake Bean and Jani Hakanpaa are gone 
and Jake Gardiner facing surgery, but the Canes brought in 
Bear, DeAngelo, Cole and Brendan Smith. Joey Keane, who 
played in Chicago last year and made his NHL debut late 
with Carolina in the regular season, was in practice Thursday 
with the older guys. 

The Hurricanes will have four preseason games — the first is 
Tuesday against Tampa Bay at PNC Arena. The Canes 
open the 2021-22 season on Oct. 14 against the New York 
Islanders. That’s go time. 

“Three years ago we had a new group and I thought we 
played great right away,” Brind’Amour said. “I was shocked 
how well we played from day one. 

“I’m hoping for the same kind of thing where it will come 
together nicely. We’ve got a lot of good players. It’s just a 
matter of fitting the pieces together.” 
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Hurricanes training camp, Day 1: Ethan Bear on the top pair, finding a fit for Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and more 

By Sara Civian  

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour set the record 
straight about training camp line combinations on Day 1, 
before anyone (except Adam Gold’s Twitter followers, of 
course) even had the opportunity to overreact. 

“I think we’ll try a few different things in preseason. That’s the 
beauty of this; you can try some things,” he said Thursday at 
PNC Arena. “It’s the same thing with the lines, right? I do 
look at what you guys write and get a kick out of it 
sometimes. I know what I can put together and I’m not going 
to start with that. You’re trying to find different looks and see 
if guys have something together, and you won’t really know 
that until they play. Practice is one thing, but until we get 
playing, we’re not going to be able to assess quarterbacking 
power plays and all those kinds of things.” 

And really, think about it: When was the last time you saw a 
first-day-of-training-camp lineup that was identical to an 
opening night roster? This is the time to experiment and look 
at your options — especially options you know you’ll be able 
to go to if injury strikes or if someone is underperforming. 
That was my immediate takeaway when I saw the Team 
Attitude defensive pairings: 

Jaccob Slavin – Ethan Bear 
Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole – Tony DeAngelo 

There were immediately some very upset Oilers fans in my 
Twitter mentions who wish Bear was getting that type of 
opportunity in Edmonton. 

As Brind’Amour said, though, he’s not starting with the 
default pairings. This bodes well for Bear getting a first-
pairing opportunity down the line as a potential second or 
third option. Training camp — especially the first week — 
mostly revolves around two purposes. Purpose No. 1 is 
exploring options and eliminating options that don’t work. 
With that said, I present to you the Day 1 lines: 

Nino Niederreiter-Sebastian Aho-Martin Necas 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi-Vincent Trocheck-Teuvo Teravainen 
Andrei Svechnikov-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast 
Steven Lorentz-Derek Stepan-Jordan Martinook 

“A lot of the guys haven’t seen any of what we’re doing,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I expected it to be rough. It’s Day 1. The 
good news is we have a real training camp, time-wise. We’ve 
got some time. But we’ve got potentially eight or nine new 
players — that’s a lot, that’s a challenge but I think we’ll be 
fine … We’ll wait for me to make assessments right up until 
the last preseason game.” 

The Canes have kept roughly the same group together for 
the past few seasons, but around one-third of their 2021-22 
opening night roster will be new faces. You can mentally 
optimize a lineup all you want, but you don’t really know how 
certain players will mesh together until they get the reps in. 
To me, these Day 1 lines scream “finding out where 
Kotkaniemi slots in,” as opposed to “buckle up for third-line 
Svech 3.0.” 

Brind’Amour already knows what he has in Svechnikov, and 
he knows he has to squeeze every dollar out of the 
Kotkaniemi investment. If at any time during training camp 
you find yourself freaking out about the lineup, try to 
remember Purpose No. 1 of training camp: exploring options 
and the process of elimination. 

Purpose No. 2 is instilling culture. Like many Hurricanes free 
agents before them, goalies Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta noticed the Hurricanes’ culture right when they got to 
Raleigh. 

“There’s a clear-cut mission of where we want to go, and I 
think that’s obvious to everyone,” Andersen said at PNC 
Arena Thursday. “We want to build toward a championship, 
and we all know that’s a long process, so I think we start 
today and keep building every day.” 

“You see how these guys work out, how they practice, what 
they do on the ice, off the ice, so you just try to match that 
level and get to their level. You want to bring something to 
the table every day, what you can, and you just try to do your 
best every day,” Raanta added. “When I talked with Teuvo 
and Sebastian in the summertime, it was pretty much, ‘We’re 
going to work hard.’ Then when I got here, I noticed you can’t 
just come here and hang around. You have to put in the 
work. You have to do what the guys are doing and maybe 
even a little bit more. I think that’s really cool right now for 
me, to get into a new spot and try to match my work ethic.” 

There’s so much talk of this “culture” that the word almost 
becomes meaningless, so I asked Brind’Amour to define it. 

“You can’t really sum it up, it’s the word everyone uses all 
the time, right?” he said. “You gotta believe. It’s a belief. It’s 
not the words coming out of my mouth right now that I would 
say to you. It’s not the sayings we put on the walls. It’s 
believing what I say. It’s believing what we write on the walls. 
It’s the belief. That comes from guys giving themselves over 
and over for the group. … 

“People talk about culture all the time. But it’s hard when 
they know when they get their 30 goals and that’s gonna 
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help them no matter what, but 30 might not do it for us, we 
might need you to get 20 and play a different way. Culture, I 
think, is when guys give themselves the understanding that 
‘we’ is better than ‘me,’ and at the end of the day, that’ll be 
better for you, too. It takes guys like Jordan Staal — it takes 
the top of the chain — and it doesn’t happen overnight. But I 
think we’ve built that.” 

What else did we see and hear on Day 1? 

• Quote of the day: Raanta on Teravainen, Aho and 
Kotkaniemi: “It’s just nice to have a couple Finnish 
teammates. I almost feel like I’m their dad. I’m way older 
than those guys. Maybe I get a bit younger also hanging out 
with those guys. I have two kids at home, so it’s nice to have 
three kids at the rink.” He also described Teravainen as “a 
little goofball,” which brings us to our next bullet point … 

• Chirp of the day: For those of you who are new to 
Hurricanes hockey, let’s just say Teravainen does not love 
practice. At the end of the 2018-19 season, I told Teravainen 
that Brind’Amour said he had a good compete level that 
year. Teravainen responded “I knew if it wasn’t good I would 
have to have a little meeting with him … Wait, he really said 

that? That’s good.” Obviously, this has never been any sort 
of controversy or problem — if anything, Teravainen helps 
Aho relax a little, and Teravainen is always ready to go for 
puck drop and is arguably the most consistent forward on the 
team. So, today, Teravainen came in last during sprints, and 
it wasn’t particularly close. You could tell some of his 
teammates were jokingly letting him have it at the finish line. 
Hurricanes trainer/living legend Bill Burniston started 
counting down, Teravainen looked him in the eyes and 
technically finished the sprint by putting his stick over the 
line, waited a second then finished skating. Never change. 

• Newsworthy tidbit of the day: Seth Jarvis was not in 
attendance on Team Energy. Will keep an eye out for 
updates Friday. 

• “Best shape of his life” of the day: The Hurricanes did their 
fitness testing Wednesday; Brind’Amour said Staal was their 
“best guy by a mile.” 

• Shootout leaderboard, because why not: Andrei 
Svechnikov 0/1, Tony DeAngelo 1/1, Teuvo Teravainen 1/1, 
Sebastian Aho 1/1, Ryan Suzuki 0/1. 
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Category 5: Notes from the 1st day of Hurricanes training camp 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Hurricanes had their first day of on-ice sessions for 
training camp on Thursday, skating two groups over about 
three hours at PNC Arena. The team will have a handful of 
days to prepare for its first preseason game, which is 
Tuesday at home against the Predators. 

Here’s what was noticeable from Day 1 of training camp. 

1. After a couple of years of extolling the benefits of having 
continuity on the roster, the Hurricanes enter the 2021-22 
campaign with lots of new faces. 

“The good news is we have a real training camp,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said following practice for the veteran-laden 
Team Attitude group. “So as far as timelines, I’m not feeling 
like, ‘Oh I gotta get this in a week and we’re gonna start 
playing right away.’ We’ve got some time. 

“But there’s no doubt we have, potentially, eight or nine new 
players on the team. So that’s a lot for them to just get it, 
whereas last year was a little different. So that’s the 
challenge, but I think we’ll be fine.” 

Captain Jordan Staal said it will be a top-to-bottom effort to 
get everyone acclimated and pulling the rope the same way. 

“It’s just about getting the guys on the same page as quick 
as you can,” Staal said. “And that comes, obviously, from 
Roddy down to myself and the leadership group and all the 
way through all our players. … Hopefully, the new guys can 
jump on as quick as they can.” 

2. The first face-to-face meetups with Carolina’s new goalies 
showed two different guys in style and demeanor who both 
have the same goal. 

Unsurprisingly, Frederik Andersen was pretty stoic in his first 
Raleigh scrum. That’s generally how it goes with players who 
have been battered by the hordes of media in places like 
Montreal or, in Andersen’s case, Toronto. That said, he was 
already on board with Carolina’s goal to win a Stanley Cup. 

“There’s a clear-cut mission for where we want to go, and I 
think that’s obvious to everyone,” he said. “We want to build 
towards a championship, and we all know that’s a long 
process. So we start today and keep building every day.” 

Raanta, on the other hand, was all smiles after joining a Cup 
contender following four seasons in Arizona. He also noticed 
the drive of a team that has gained a reputation as one of the 
hardest-working in the league. 

“When I got here, when we got to a couple of the first 
meetings, I noticed that you can’t just come here and hang 

around,” Raanta said. “You have to put on the work shoes 
and do what the guys are doing and maybe even a little bit 
more. 

“I think that’s really, really cool right now for me to get into a 
new spot and just try to match my work ethic. … I’d say it’s a 
hard-working crew.” 

Brind’Amour didn’t commit to much of anything on the first 
day of camp, including who his No. 1 goalie might be. 

“Let’s just see,” he said. “And let’s be honest on the fact that 
the way the schedule is set up, it’s going to be tough to ride 
one guy. We’re going to need both guys going. If it’s (not) 
every other night, it’s going to be something close to that.” 

3. While I’ll strongly preface this by saying nothing should be 
read into line combinations or defense pairings on the first 
day of training camp, it was noticeable that Ethan Bear — 
acquired from Edmonton in exchange for Warren Foegele 
this offseason — was the replacement for Dougie Hamilton 
alongside Jaccob Slavin on the top defense pairing 
Thursday. 

Bear seemed to welcome the chance to play alongside 
Slavin. 

“He’s dependable and reliable, so for me, it just allows me to 
do my job and play my game,” he said, “and it doesn’t get 
easier for me than that.” 

Brind’Amour will have options alongside Slavin. He could 
always reunite him with Brett Pesce, though the team seems 
content keeping Pesce alongside Brady Skjei as a shutdown 
pair. 

They could also try Tony DeAngelo there. DeAngelo, who 
drew hoots and high-fives from teammates after scoring a 
shootout attempt early in practice, would seem like a natural 
fit given his offensive ability. That said, the Hurricanes have 
much more invested in Bear — who just turned 24 and will 
be a restricted free agent this offseason — than a player on 
a one-year prove-it deal after his flameout with the Rangers. 

The good news is whoever doesn’t end up with Slavin will 
probably play with Ian Cole on the third pairing and benefit 
from his veteran guidance. 

One final thing on Bear: He’s bigger than I expected him to 
be, with a Brind’Amour-esque upper body stretching his post-
practice T-shirt. 

4. Seth Jarvis was not on the ice Thursday with Team 
Energy — the second group of players comprised mostly of 
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prospects — but don’t read too much into it. The 2020 first-
round pick, who was dominant at the four-team Prospects 
Tournament in Tampa Bay and should see action in the 
preseason, was just having a maintenance day. 

But does he have a shot to make the Hurricanes as a 19-
year-old? 

“Anybody has a chance,” Brind’Amour said. “If they’re better 
than the players that we have here, they’re gonna be here. 

“I mean, that’s just how it is.” 

5. My favorite part of Day 1? Seeing Stelio Mattheos on the 
ice rocking some long, flowing locks. The last time I saw him 

in-person was in September 2019, and he was bald after 
undergoing surgery and chemotherapy following a testicular 
cancer diagnosis. The 2017 third-round pick came back to 
play 16 games with the Chicago Wolves that season and 
played nine total last year between Chicago and ECHL Fort 
Wayne. 

With his treatment and two seasons of COVID uncertainty 
behind him, he can now focus on showing why he twice 
scored 90-plus points in a season with the Western Hockey 
League’s Brandon Wheat Kings. 

I can’t think of a better player in camp to root for. 

 

 

Gold: Day one at Camp Hurricanes 

By Adam Gold  

The Carolina Hurricanes hit the ice skating (hockey version 
of hitting the ground running) as they opened training camp 
for the 2021-22 season. The bloated, training camp roster of 
52 divided into distinctive groups with mostly NHL Players 
comprising Team Attitude and rookies, prospects and likely 
targeted for the American Hockey League on Team Energy. 

Note: I was present only for the NHL group so I apologize if 
you want to read me wax poetic about top prospect Seth 
Jarvis or any of the other baby Canes. 

The lines 

Now, let's not read too much into this (he says knowing that 
you'll all read too much into it), but here's how they lined up 
in the NHL group. 

Niederreiter-Aho-Necas 

ADVERTISING 

Kotkaniemi-Trocheck-Teravainen 

Svechnikov-Staal-Fast 

Lorentz-Stepan-Martinook 

(Josh Leivo worked in on the 4th line.) 

Before anyone cancels their season tickets because Andrei 
Svechnikov is skating on a third line, remember two things. 
One, head coach Rod Brind'Amour abhors numbering his 
lines. He'll roll his eyes back into his head just at the mention 
of 1st, 2nd or 3rd lines. Second, and he's not wrong about 
this, is that Jordan Staal can be a dominating presence on 
the ice and when it's going he'll have the puck a lot. And, if 
Jordo has it, he's going to get it to Andrei. 

Plus, Rod likes to spread out his stars and is notorious for 
trying out new combinations in training camp and preseason 
because he knows that he can always toss Svech back with 
Aho and Teravainen. 

Defensive duos 

Slavin-Bear 

Skjei-Pesce 

Cole-DeAngelo 

Smith-Keane 

This had more of a legitimate feel to it as an argument could 
be made that this would be the best way for them to start the 
season. However, for what it's worth, I thought DeAngelo 
had a strong opening session on the defensive side of the 
ice, playing the body instead of the puck in one-on-one drills. 
It's clear that Skjei and Pesce should just pick out china 
patterns as they're almost certainly going to be a thing again. 

Hurricanes shooters defeated the goalies, 3-1 in the penalty 
shot competition. Andrei Svechnikov was stopped by Freddie 
Andersen. But, Tony DeAngelo, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen each got the better of Antti Raanta at the other 
end. 

It was a competitive, relatively physical opening session. 
Brendan Smith and Ian Cole showed why they were brought 
here making life in front of the net difficult on the likes of 
Svechnikov, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Martin Necas. Jesper 
Fast had an early scoring touch, finding the back of the net 
several times. 

It's just day one. It's good to be back. 
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Day One Hurricanes training camp: New faces. Same goals.  

By Kacy Hintz 

Raleigh, N.C. — HOCKEY IS BACK! 

The Carolina Hurricanes hit the ice at PNC Arena on 
Thursday for Day One of training camp. So what exactly did 
that look like? The 52-man camp roster was broken in to two 
groups; Team Attitude and Team Energy. The former being 
made up of essentially the entire "NHL" team. There was 
skating, drills, conditioning, sporadic shootouts and some 
hootin' and hollerin'. Or as head coach Rod Brind'Amour put 
it, 'introductory stuff'. 

"A lot of guys haven’t seen any of this, how we’re doing it, so 
I expect it to be a little rough," said Brind'Amour. "But overall, 
it’s day one. I think it was alright." 

Now when we last left the 'Canes following a second-round 
loss to Tampa Bay, the resounding message from the team 
was, 'we are right there,' 'we have the pieces,' and 'we have 
to take the next step'. All three remain the same as this 
group gets the season started, however the pieces contain 
several new faces. Additions include seasoned veterans, 
young up-and-comers and a few just in search of fresh 
starts. Either way, between eight or nine fresh faces will be 
playing key roles on this year's roster. The good news for 
Brind'Amour - unlike last year's shortened COVID season - 
time is on their side. 

"I don’t feel like ‘Oh, I’ve got to get this in in a week, because 
we’re going to start playing right away.’ We’ve got some 
time." said Brind'Amour. "But there’s no doubt, we’ve got 
potentially eight or nine new players on the team, so that’s a 
lot for them to just get it. We've got good players, it's just a 
matter of fitting pieces together." 

Although some key pieces are missing, the core of the 
leadership is still intact and will go a long ways in continuing 
to build on the standard that's been set. 

"It’s just about getting the guys on the same page as quickly 
as we can,” Staal said. “We’re still creating that culture of 
what we want to do and what we have been doing recently. 
We’ll continue to push each other and hold each other 
accountable, and hopefully all of the new guys can jump on 
as quickly as they can.” 

The strength of the 'Canes culture is not lost on the 
newcomers. 

"There’s a clear-cut mission of where we want to go. I think 
that’s obvious to everyone," said goaltender Freddy 
Andersen. "We want to build towards a championship, and 
we all know that process starts today. We’ve got to keep 
building every day." 

"I played in juniors and we won with not the best team but 
good culture. So I know how important it is," said first-year 
Canes defenceman Ethan Bear. "I think I'm a good person, I 

work hard and I'm honest. I'll try to contribute in any way I 
can." 

In the crease 

Among the new faces are goaltenders Frederik Andersen 
(Toronto) and Antii Raanta (Arizona). That's unusual to have 
a completely new look in-between the pipes to start the 
season. So naturally I assumed there has to be some 
challenges to this right?! 

"That’s probably less of a concern for me because they’ve 
just got to stop the puck," said Brind'Amour. 

He went on to say, there's no systems, no figuring out where 
you need to be....just stop the puck. Even Andersen was on 
board with that level of simplicity. 

"No, stop the puck is good," Andersen said smirking. 

Okay, we're all pretty confident they can stop the puck, but 
there's still an acclimation period when trying to get to know 
a new team. 

"I think that creating good chemistry and good camaraderie 
with the new teammates is important, so it’s just having fun 
at the rink," said Andersen. 

For this new goalie tandem, it also means getting to know 
each other. 

"Daily work - what you put in on the ice and off of it - that's 
how we're going to get better and try to boost each other," 
said Raanta. 

While Andersen leaves an up-and-down career with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Raanta is putting behind him injury-
riddled seasons in Arizona. But both are excited for fresh 
starts. 

"I want to get back to where I was [and] even better," said 
Raanta. "I just want to be consistent, have more fun and 
[just] enjoy the game." 

"Last year was tough [with injuries] so I'm happy to be feeling 
well and have a chance on a really good team," said 
Andersen. 

There may still be a 'getting to know ya period' for the new 
netminders, but they've been well aware of the team's goal 
from the start. 

"There’s a clear-cut mission of where we want to go. I think 
that’s obvious to everyone," said Anderson. "We want to 
build towards a championship, and we all know that process 
starts today. We’ve got to keep building every day." 

Carolina plays it first preseason game Tuesday, September 
28th at home against the defending Stanley Cup Champion, 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 
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Quotebook: Training Camp Day 1 

Canes meet with media following opening day of training 
camp 

RALEIGH, NC - Following the opening day of training camp 
for the 2021-22 NHL season, Carolina Hurricanes Jordan 
Staal, Ethan Bear, Antti Raanta, and Frederik Andersen, and 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour met with the media to discuss 
Day One of camp and the upcoming season. 

Rod Brind'Amour 
On how he envisions using line combinations in camp: 
"I think we'll try a few different things in preseason. That's the 
beauty of this; you can try some things. I know what I can put 
together, and I'm not going to start with that. We're going to 
see, and if we have to fall back to certain things, great, but 
you're trying to find different looks and see if guys have 
something together, and you don't really know that until you 
play. Practice is one thing but until we get playing we're not 
going to be able to assess quarterbacking power plays and 
all those kinds of things." 

 
Ethan Bear  
On what has stood out to him about how Rod runs the team: 
"His passion. You can tell right from the first meeting 
yesterday how much he wants to win. He loves the 
Hurricanes, he loves Carolina, and as a player it makes you 
want to win that much more, and work harder, and compete 
and win." 

 
Frederik Andersen  
On the expectations of the Hurricanes returning to the 
postseason: 
"There's a clear-cut mission of where we want to go, and I 
think that's obvious to everyone. We want to build towards a 
championship and we all know that's a long process, so I 
think we start today and keep building every day." 

 
Jordan Staal  
On how the chemistry is with new players: 
"It's good. I feel like a lot of the new guys came in quite early 
so we're getting to know them quickly. It was a great pace 
out there today - I'm still huffing and puffing after that 
practice - so it was a good day and all the guys looked ready 
to go." 

 
Antti Raanta  
On joining a team that expects to compete for a 
championship: 
"It feels great. Obviously I knew a lot of guys already before I 
even came here, so it was an easy transition for me. But you 
see how these guys work out, how they practice, what they 
do on the ice, off the ice, so you just try to match that level 
and get to their level. You want to bring something to the 
table every day, what you can, and you just try to do your 
best every day. As a goalie you just try to help the team win 
so that's my focus every day; try to get a little bit better.”
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State of the Division: Breaking Down the Metro’s Goalies 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Canes may have ridded themselves of Andrei 
Vasilevksiy, but they’ll still face plenty of talented netminders 
in the Metro. 

The Canes are back in the Metro Division, gone from the 
goaltending powers of Andrei Vasilevskiy and Juuse Saros.  

Still, there’s a lot of talented netminders in the Metro, with 
dynamic tandems in Columbus and on Long Island leading 
the charge.  

We took a look at the state of the Hurricanes’ goaltending 
last week, and now here’s a look at how the goalie spot is set 
up for the other seven teams in the Metro: 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo 

2021 Stats 

Merzlikins: 28 GP, 8-12-5, 2.77 GAA, .916 SV%, 7.0 Goals 
Saved Above Average 

Korpisalo: 33 GP, 9-13-7, 3.30 GAA, .894 SV%, -12.7 GSAA 

A very strong tandem to start things off, the Blue Jackets 
have two very capable goalies in Merzlikins and Korpisalo.  

Merzlikins, the 27-year old, was fantastic as a rookie in 2019-
20 and was good once again in 2021. He was a top-five 
finisher for both the Calder and the Vezina in that rookie year 
with a 2.35 GAA and .923 SV%. Both numbers were a little 
down in 2021 but still very good, and Merzlikins is one of the 
best goalie talents in the entire NHL.  

Korpisalo, also still only 27, had the worst year of his career 
by far in 2021, posting a GAA above 3.00 and a SV% below 
.900 for just the second time. Still, Korpisalo is a talented 
goalie, especially if he’s playing as a 1B in the Blue Jackets’ 
tandem.  

New Jersey Devils 

Mackenzie Blackwood and Jonathan Bernier 

2021 Stats 

Blackwood: 35 GP, 14-17-4, 3.04 GAA, .902 SV%, -6.4 
GSAA 

Bernier: 24 GP, 9-11-1, 2.99 GAA, .914 SV%, 4.7 GSAA 

The Devils have a strong mix of youth and veteran 
experience, with the 24-year-old Blackwood partnering with 
the 33-year-old Bernier.  

Blackwood, despite the team in front of him, has been solid 
since joining the NHL in 2018-19, with a 2.83 GAA and .911 
SV% so far over his three-year career. From a numbers 
standpoint his 2021 season was his worst, but he could be 
improved in 2021-22 with a Dougie Hamilton-bolstered 
defense in front of him.  

Bernier spent a few minutes on the Hurricanes’ radar this 
offseason following the Alex Nedeljkovic trade, but eventually 
made his way to New Jersey. He’s nothing spectacular, but 
he’s very solid. Playing as a clear-cut 1B behind Blackwood, 
Bernier should be just fine in 2021-22.  

New York Islanders 

Semyon Varlamov and Ilya Sorokin 

2021 Stats 

Varlamov: 36 GP, 19-11-4, 2.04 GAA, .929 SV%, 22.0 GSAA 

Sorokin: 22 GP, 13-6-3, 2.17 GAA, .918 SV%, 5.9 GSAA 

Another team with a good mix of young and old, the 
Islanders have a very stellar goaltending tandem with the 13-
year NHL vet in Varlamov and the 2020-21 rookie Sorokin.  

Varlamov was absolutely fantastic last season for the 
Islanders, posting career-best numbers in GAA and SV% 
while leading the NHL in goals saved above average. He 
finished fifth in Vezina voting. 

On the other side is Sorokin, who posted really strong 
numbers in his first taste of NHL hockey. He finished 15th in 
Calder voting, and he should get even better as he has the 
opportunity to develop behind Varlamov.  

This is a really strong goaltending duo, one that is going to 
keep the Islanders very competitive.  

New York Rangers 

Igor Shesterkin and Alexandar Georgiev 

2021 Stats 

Shesterkin: 35 GP, 16-14-3, 2.62 GAA, .916 SV%, 7.9 GSAA 

Georgiev: 19 GP, 8-7-2, 2.71 GAA, .905 SV%, -1.2 GSAA 

The Rangers bring a pair of 25-year-old goalies into the 
2021-22 season, with Shesterkin leading the way after a 
great rookie season this past year.  

Shesterkin finished fifth in Calder voting thanks to a 2.62 
GAA and .916 SV%, and he’s finished with more than seven 
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goals saved above average in each of his two seasons in the 
NHL.  

With him is Georgiev, who has a bit more NHL experience 
than Shesterkin but is a little behind in the talent department.  

There’s a lot of room for growth and development with these 
two, and the ceiling is quite high on the tandem. The 
question is how high can the ceiling be in 2021-22? 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Carter Hart and Martin Jones 

2021 Stats 

Hart: 27 GP, 9-11-5, 3.67 GAA, .877 SV%, -22.6 GSAA 

Jones: 34 GP, 15-13-4, 3.28 GAA, .896 SV%, -11.7 GSAA 

The Flyers bring back 23-year-old Carter Hart and bring in 
veteran Martin Jones, looking to have better goaltending 
than they did in 2020-21.  

Behind a very low-performing defense, Hart had an abysmal 
2020-21 season with a -22.6 GSAA and GAA at 3.67. He 
was very good his first two years in the league, and 
Philadelphia will certainly hope he can return to that form.  

Behind Hart is Jones, who also didn’t have a great season 
with the San Jose Sharks, again behind a defense that 
wasn’t exactly stellar.  

Hart is a great young talent, but neither of Philadelphia’s 
goalies are coming off years worth remembering.  

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Tristan Jarry and Casey DeSmith 

2021 Stats 

Jarry: 39 GP, 25-9-3, 2.75 GAA, .909 SV%, 1.3 GSAA 

DeSmith: 20 GP, 11-7-0, 2.54 GAA, .912 SV%, 2.0 GSAA 

Jarry and DeSmith were decent together for Pittsburgh a 
season ago, each posting positive GSAAs, save percentages 
over .900 and GAA’s below 3.00.  

Jarry is the starter, and his 2020-21 season produced 25 
wins, a 2.75 GAA and .909 SV%. While those numbers were 
a bit down from 2019-20, they were still stellar and he’ll once 
again be a solid piece between the pipes. He isn’t a 
showstopper but he isn’t bad, something the Penguins will 
take.  

DeSmith is entering his fourth season with the Penguins, 
coming off another strong year that saw his stats right where 
they want them. He gives more quality starts than not and 
keeps the Penguins in games.  

This duo, while maybe not as high profile as others, has 
been solid for a few years. 

Washington Capitals 

Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek 

2021 Stats 

Samsonov: 19 GP, 13-4-1, 2.69 GAA, .902 SV%, -3.0 GSAA 

Vanecek: 37 GP, 21-10-4, 2.69 GAA, .908 SV%, 0.0 GSAA 

One of the youngest goalie tandems in the league, 
Samsonov and Vanecek have combined to play just 82 
games over their NHL careers.  

Samsonov is entering his third season, coming into the year 
with a career GAA of 2.61 and SV% of .908. With him is 
Vanecek, who the Capitals lost to and then required this 
offseason from the Seattle Kraken, who started 36 games in 
the first season of his NHL career last year.  

Vanecek’s 2.69 GAA matched Samsonov’s, but he posted 
better stats across the board than the other Washington 
netminder.  

Like the duo with the Rangers, this tandem has a lot of room 
to develop and very high ceiling, a ceiling the Capitals will 
hope the pair nears in the year ahead.  
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Hockey returns to Raleigh as Hurricanes open training camp  

By Andrew Schnittker and Alec Sawyer  

The Hurricanes got their first look at a plethora of new faces 
with the first on-ice day of training camp Thursday morning.  

Skate blades scraping the ice. Sticks making contact with 
pucks. Pucks hitting the boards, or the goal post and 
crossbar. Players and coaches barking instructions or simply 
whooping with delight. Players flying up and down the ice.  

All of these are the sights and sounds of hockey, and they 
were on display Thursday morning at PNC Arena as the 
Hurricanes hit the ice for their first practice of 2021’s training 
camp. While things are not all the way back to normal, this 
training camp looks and feels as normal as hockey has since 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic last year. 

For the first time since then, interviews were conducted in 
person instead of via Zoom. With the Hurricanes being fully 
vaccinated, players and coaches don’t have to wear masks 
in the facilities, and can spend more time together.  

“It’s been nice,” said Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal. “It’s 
nice to see you guys. It’s nice to have those loose protocols 
and it feel a little bit more like a normal season. Hopefully it 
continues to go in that direction and we can have a full 
season with fans.” 

The team’s training camp roster is split up into two groups: 
Team Attitude and Team Energy. Team Attitude practiced 
first, and it’s a group made up pretty much entirely of players 
expected to be on the opening night roster, plus defenseman 
Joey Keane and goaltender Patrik Hamrla.  

This training camp, which is on a normal schedule for the 
first time since the fall of 2019, will take on added importance 
with the Hurricanes having added a number of new faces: 
Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta, Derek Stepan, Josh Leivo, 
Jesperi Kotknaiemi, Brendan Smith, Tony DeAngelo, Ethan 
Bear and Ian Cole all took part in their first Hurricanes’ 
practice on Thursday morning.  

“For sure,” Brind’Amour said. “The good news is we have a 
real training camp as far as time wise, so I don’t feel like ‘Oh, 
I’ve got to get this in in a week, because we’re going to start 
playing right away.’ We’ve got some time. But there’s no 
doubt, we’ve got potentially eight or nine new players on the 
team, so that’s a lot for them to just get it, whereas last year 
was a little different. So that’s a challenge, but I think we’ll be 
fine.” 

The amount of fresh faces is a new challenge for the 
Hurricanes, but the team is well positioned to make that 

transition smoothly. Under Brind’Amour the leadership group 
of Staal, Jaccob Slavin and Jordan Martinook is back, and 
with them returns a culture that the team has been creating 
for the past few years.  

The Canes lost some pivotal guys but have brought in some 
new ones, and now it’s about taking this training camp to 
make sure the entire team is working as one.  

“It’s just about getting the guys on the same page as quickly 
as we can,” Staal said. “We’re still creating that culture of 
what we want to do and what we have been doing recently. 
We’ll continue to push each other and hold each other 
accountable, and hopefully all of the new guys can jump on 
as quickly as they can.” 

Among the new players for the Hurricanes are the two 
goalies, as both Raanta and Andersen joined the team this 
offseason to man the pipes for Carolina. It’s a unique 
situation for the Hurricanes to have to introduce an entire 
new goaltending room in one camp, but it isn’t one that’s a 
huge concern for Brind’Amour.  

“That’s probably less of a concern for me because they’ve 
just got to stop the puck,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s not 
systems. It’s not them figuring out where to be all the time. 
It’s just stop the puck. I think we’re pretty confident that they 
can do that.” 

While Brind’Amour may be simplifying it, his point remains. 
The goalies are in Raleigh to stop pucks, but they’re also 
getting acclimated with a new team. 

“Stopping the puck is good,” Andersen said. “That’s what 
we’re here to do. But I think that creating good chemistry and 
good camaraderie with the new teammates is important, so 
it’s just having fun at the rink.” 

Thursday was just day one of training camp, as the new-look 
Canes have a lot of time ahead of them to get on that same 
page Staal mentioned.  

But even with that unknown territory of so many newcomers 
Carolina’s goals are as high as they can be, something that’s 
obvious to even the freshest of faces in the locker room. 

“There’s a clear-cut mission of where we want to go,” 
Andersen said. “I think that’s obvious to everyone. We want 
to build towards a championship, and we all know that 
process starts today. We’ve got to keep building every day. 
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‘Canes open camp with many new faces on the ice  

By Alyssa Rae  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – Training camp at PNC Arena 
looks a little different this year. The Hurricanes organization 
made a lot of moves in the offseason, so there are plenty of 
new faces on the ice getting acclimated to each other and 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

“It’s just a lot of introductory stuff. A lot of guys haven’t seen 
any of this of how we’re doing so I expect it to be a little 
rough. But overall, it’s day one. I thought it was alright,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Some notable newcomers are forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
who the ‘Canes acquired via offer sheet from Montreal; 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo; and another blue-liner Ethan 
Bear, who the ‘Canes received in exchange for Warren 
Foegele in a trade with Edmonton. 

“I’ve heard a lot of good things about Carolina coming in, and 
once I got traded here, a lot of guys reached out. And as a 
new guy coming in, that’s all you can ask for,” Bear said. 

A big storyline the season comes in the crease. A new 
tandem of goalies, Antti Raanta and Frederik Andersen, are 
both new to Raleigh but were already familiar with the culture 
and expectations of the Hurricanes. 

“You see how these guys work out, how they practice. What 
they do on the ice, off the ice. So you just try to match that 
level,” Raanta said. 

Andersen added: “Overall, a good culture. I think that’s some 
of the first things I heard when I first got here. Just looking 
forward to learning what it means to be a Carolina Hurricane 
with the culture here and to add to it.” 

As this squad works towards finding its new identity in 
training camp, the goal remains the same: win the Stanley 
Cup. 

The Hurricanes host the Tampa Bay Lightning Tuesday to 
open up the NHL preseason. 
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Carolina Hurricanes start training camp with a lot of new faces 

By Joe Mazur 

Carolina has a bunch of new players, making this year's 
training camp vital. 

RALEIGH (WTVD) -- The key piece of equipment at 
Thursday's practice for the Hurricanes? A name tag. 
 
Carolina has a bunch of new players, making this year's 
training camp vital. 
 
Of the twenty on the opening night roster, almost half will be 
new faces. Captain Jordan Staal isn't worried about them 
fitting in. 
 
"I feel like a lot of the new guys came in quite early so we're 
getting to know them quickly," he said. "It looks like a great 
pace out there today, I'm still huffing and puffing after that 
practice so it was a good day and all the guys look ready to 
go." 
 
Canes defend unpopular signing 
 
With new skaters comes a learning curve as they get 
acclimated. The Canes also have an entirely new group of 
goalies. Rod Brind'Amour says the number one job is wide 
open. 
 
"That's probably less of a concern to me because they just 
got to stop the puck right? It's not systems, it's not them 
trying to figure out where to be at all times it's just stop the 

puck." 
 
Brind'Amour learned a valuable lesson while losing to the 
Lightning in last year's playoffs. Depth on defense is a 
precious commodity. Ethan Bear is one of those new faces 
here to help with that. He came over in a trade with the 
Edmonton Oilers for Warren Foegele. 

 
"I get a fresh start and as a player, it's huge and now I just 
want to work hard, compete and make a good first 
impression." 
 
COVID restrictions have lightened considerably with the 
team fully vaccinated. The guys can meet together and 
communicate easier. 
 
Carolina center Sebastian Aho amused by Hurricanes' offer-
sheet trolling of Montreal Canadiens 
 
"You don't have to wear the mask in here. That's nice for me 
because I'm trying to talk and guys are looking at me and I'm 
like, 'did they hear what I said?' They always give you that 
(head shake) but do they really hear you? But I feel like now 
they can hear me." 
 
The Canes first preseason game is next Tuesday against 
Tampa Bay. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article254438633.html  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254464893.html  

https://theathletic.com/2844218/2021/09/23/hurricanes-training-camp-day-1-ethan-bear-on-the-top-pair-finding-a-fit-for-jesperi-kotkaniemi-and-
more/  

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/09/category-5-notes-from-the-1st-day-of-hurricanes-training-camp/  
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-day-one-at-camp-hurricanes/19890888/  

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/day-one-hurricanes-training-camp-new-faces-same-goals/19892002/  
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/quotebook-training-camp-day-1/c-326278650  

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/23/22688617/state-of-the-division-breaking-down-the-metros-goalies  
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/23/22689877/carolina-hurricanes-training-camp-rod-brindamour-jordan-staal-frederik-andersen  

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/canes-open-camp-with-many-new-faces-on-the-ice/  
https://abc11.com/canes-training-camp-hockey-carolina-hurricanes-jordan-staal/11041644/  
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The Hurricanes were all business — unfinished business — on Day 1 of 
training camp 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 4:06 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

It has been less than four months since the Carolina Hurricanes’ season 
came to a precipitous end at the hands of the eventual champions, and 
yet still four months of almost constant upheaval and change, a roster 
retooled in acknowledgment that for all the promise and positive reviews 
and pats on the head, this incarnation of the franchise believes its best 
days still lie ahead. 

It has to. 

“There’s still unfinished business here,” captain Jordan Staal said 
Thursday, this new group’s first day on the ice together in earnest, and 
that mantra is so deeply woven into the fabric of this upcoming season 
that it’s as much an aura as it is a mission. 

The returnees, like Staal, know that this is a franchise potentially on the 
verge of accomplishing so much more. The newcomers, a full third of the 
roster, are aware that their arrival is designed to facilitate that — in goal, 
most notably, but other places too. 

This is a deeper, more experienced team, with more skill at forward with 
the late and dramatic acquisition of Jesperi Kotkaniemi, with more 
options on defense despite the departure of Dougie Hamilton, with a 
complete change of scenery in net. There’s a lot that comes with that, 
from higher expectations from the fans to more national TV appearances 
— be careful what you wish for: everyone who complained about that in 
years past now has to fork out for ESPN+ to see a half-dozen games — 
but internally it manifests as a mix of confidence and grumpy impatience. 

It’s a mood, more than anything. 

For the players who have been through the past three seasons since 
Rod Brind’Amour and Justin Williams yoked a bunch of perpetual also-
rans into harness, it’s a void that needs filling. One trip to the Eastern 
Conference finals and one division title in a pandemic-shortened season 
may have been enough so far, but they’re not as this new season dawns. 

The Lightning may have been better last season, but the arrival of 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta and Kotkaniemi and Derek Stepan 
and Ethan Bear and others is supposed to give the Hurricanes a chance 
to close that gap. (Arguably, the winner of that series was going to have 
the best shot at the Stanley Cup even at that moment; Montreal’s upset 
of Vegas made that a fact.) 

For the newcomers, and there are so many of them, they didn’t have to 
spend much time with that group to pick that up. Whether they came from 
one of the NHL’s saddest franchises (like Raanta) or the most pressure-
packed environment in hockey (like Andersen), they not only knew why 
they were being brought in, they could sense it deep in their bones once 
they got here, like a vibration. 

“It feels great,” Raanta said. “I knew a lot of guys already before I even 
came here so it was an easy transformation for me. You see all these 
guys how they work out, how they practice, what they do off the ice. Just 
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try to match that level, get to their level, bring something to the table 
every day.” 

The Hurricanes have set a bar for the newcomers to clear, and they’re all 
setting a new bar for themselves together. This is how the franchise has 
to evolve and grow and move forward, and Thursday was the first step of 
many on a journey with an uncertain destination. 

Everyone can feel that, from Brind’Amour on down. Coach of the year? 
It’s officially in the past. 

“I’d forgotten about that,” Brind’Amour said. “That was nice, actually.” 

Raanta joked that he has two kids at home and, as the oldest of an 
increasingly large Finnish contingent, three kids at the rink. But he was 
dead serious when he was asked about the atmosphere. 

The mood is unquestionably all business, even if it’s the unfinished kind. 
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‘Fitting the pieces together’: Here’s what happened on the first day of 
Hurricanes camp 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 4:08 PM 

 

Sure, it was just the first full day of training camp. 

Granted, the Carolina Hurricanes have a lot of new players in camp. 

Yes, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour will be looking at various line 
combinations and defensive pairings in camp, looking for the right 
personnel fit. 

Nothing is set in stone. As Brind’Amour put it: “It’s way too early to tell.” 

But Brind’Amour and his staff did have a practice plan for Thursday and 
the first day of on-ice work in camp. They did put together forward 
combos and D pairs for the veteran group that practiced first at PNC 
Arena — Team Attitude, it’s called. 

For what it’s worth, Sebastian Aho centered a line with Nino Niederreiter 
and Martin Necas. Canes captain Jordan Staal had Andrei Svechnikov 
and Jesper Fast as his wingers, and Vincent Trocheck centered Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. The fourth line had Derek Stepan 
centering Steven Lorentz and Jordan Martinook. 

One eyebrow-raiser: defenseman Ethan Bear worked with Jaccob Slavin 
on Thursday. Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce were paired and Ian Cole with 
Tony DeAngelo on D. 

Brind’Amour’s assessment of the first day: “All right.” 

“It’s a lot of introductory stuff,” he told the media. “A lot of guys haven’t 
seen any of this of how we’re doing it, so I expected it to be a little 
rough.” 

There was plenty of skating. There was some physical stuff, with some 
battle drills in front of the net. A couple of guys crashed into goalie 
Frederik Andersen as they went at it and they all tumbled into the net. 

“There was a great pace out there,” Staal said. “It was a good day and all 
the guys looked ready to go.” 

Brind’Amour, beginning his fourth year as head coach, kept to his routine 
of stopping practice periodically to have shootout shots. DeAngelo and 
Teravainen scored; Svechnikov did not. So it went. 

The second practice group, Team Attitude, was made up mostly of 
prospects and players who could be headed to the Chicago Wolves, the 
Canes’ American Hockey League affiliate. Forward Seth Jarvis, the 
Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, did not practice Thursday but 
remains in camp. 

Their goal is to make it through the roster cutdowns in camp, make it into 
the big group and earn a spot on the final roster. 

With so many players on NHL one-way contracts, that might be hard to 
do. This should be a Canes team built with depth, especially on the back 
end where Brind’Amour believed the Canes proved to be vulnerable last 
year in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“We were pretty fortunate during the year not having injuries on D,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Then when you had it in the playoffs it was obvious. It 
was like wow. You need to have that (depth). ... You don’t really notice it 
until you don’t have it.” 

Dougie Hamilton, Jake Bean and Jani Hakanpaa are gone and Jake 
Gardiner facing surgery, but the Canes brought in Bear, DeAngelo, Cole 
and Brendan Smith. Joey Keane, who played in Chicago last year and 
made his NHL debut late with Carolina in the regular season, was in 
practice Thursday with the older guys. 

The Hurricanes will have four preseason games — the first is Tuesday 
against Tampa Bay at PNC Arena. The Canes open the 2021-22 season 
on Oct. 14 against the New York Islanders. That’s go time. 

“Three years ago we had a new group and I thought we played great 
right away,” Brind’Amour said. “I was shocked how well we played from 
day one. 

“I’m hoping for the same kind of thing where it will come together nicely. 
We’ve got a lot of good players. It’s just a matter of fitting the pieces 
together.” 
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Hurricanes training camp, Day 1: Ethan Bear on the top pair, finding a fit 
for Jesperi Kotkaniemi and more 

 

By Sara Civian  

Sep 23, 2021  

  

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour set the record straight about 
training camp line combinations on Day 1, before anyone (except Adam 
Gold’s Twitter followers, of course) even had the opportunity to overreact. 

“I think we’ll try a few different things in preseason. That’s the beauty of 
this; you can try some things,” he said Thursday at PNC Arena. “It’s the 
same thing with the lines, right? I do look at what you guys write and get 
a kick out of it sometimes. I know what I can put together and I’m not 
going to start with that. You’re trying to find different looks and see if guys 
have something together, and you won’t really know that until they play. 
Practice is one thing, but until we get playing, we’re not going to be able 
to assess quarterbacking power plays and all those kinds of things.” 

And really, think about it: When was the last time you saw a first-day-of-
training-camp lineup that was identical to an opening night roster? This is 
the time to experiment and look at your options — especially options you 
know you’ll be able to go to if injury strikes or if someone is 
underperforming. That was my immediate takeaway when I saw the 
Team Attitude defensive pairings: 
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Jaccob Slavin – Ethan Bear 

Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 

Ian Cole – Tony DeAngelo 

There were immediately some very upset Oilers fans in my Twitter 
mentions who wish Bear was getting that type of opportunity in 
Edmonton. 

As Brind’Amour said, though, he’s not starting with the default pairings. 
This bodes well for Bear getting a first-pairing opportunity down the line 
as a potential second or third option. Training camp — especially the first 
week — mostly revolves around two purposes. Purpose No. 1 is 
exploring options and eliminating options that don’t work. With that said, I 
present to you the Day 1 lines: 

“A lot of the guys haven’t seen any of what we’re doing,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I expected it to be rough. It’s Day 1. The good news is we have a 
real training camp, time-wise. We’ve got some time. But we’ve got 
potentially eight or nine new players — that’s a lot, that’s a challenge but 
I think we’ll be fine … We’ll wait for me to make assessments right up 
until the last preseason game.” 

The Canes have kept roughly the same group together for the past few 
seasons, but around one-third of their 2021-22 opening night roster will 
be new faces. You can mentally optimize a lineup all you want, but you 
don’t really know how certain players will mesh together until they get the 
reps in. To me, these Day 1 lines scream “finding out where Kotkaniemi 
slots in,” as opposed to “buckle up for third-line Svech 3.0.” 

Brind’Amour already knows what he has in Svechnikov, and he knows he 
has to squeeze every dollar out of the Kotkaniemi investment. If at any 
time during training camp you find yourself freaking out about the lineup, 
try to remember Purpose No. 1 of training camp: exploring options and 
the process of elimination. 

Purpose No. 2 is instilling culture. Like many Hurricanes free agents 
before them, goalies Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta noticed the 
Hurricanes’ culture right when they got to Raleigh. 

“There’s a clear-cut mission of where we want to go, and I think that’s 
obvious to everyone,” Andersen said at PNC Arena Thursday. “We want 
to build toward a championship, and we all know that’s a long process, 
so I think we start today and keep building every day.” 

“You see how these guys work out, how they practice, what they do on 
the ice, off the ice, so you just try to match that level and get to their 
level. You want to bring something to the table every day, what you can, 
and you just try to do your best every day,” Raanta added. “When I talked 
with Teuvo and Sebastian in the summertime, it was pretty much, ‘We’re 
going to work hard.’ Then when I got here, I noticed you can’t just come 
here and hang around. You have to put in the work. You have to do what 
the guys are doing and maybe even a little bit more. I think that’s really 
cool right now for me, to get into a new spot and try to match my work 
ethic.” 

There’s so much talk of this “culture” that the word almost becomes 
meaningless, so I asked Brind’Amour to define it. 

“You can’t really sum it up, it’s the word everyone uses all the time, 
right?” he said. “You gotta believe. It’s a belief. It’s not the words coming 
out of my mouth right now that I would say to you. It’s not the sayings we 
put on the walls. It’s believing what I say. It’s believing what we write on 
the walls. It’s the belief. That comes from guys giving themselves over 
and over for the group. … 

“People talk about culture all the time. But it’s hard when they know when 
they get their 30 goals and that’s gonna help them no matter what, but 30 
might not do it for us, we might need you to get 20 and play a different 
way. Culture, I think, is when guys give themselves the understanding 
that ‘we’ is better than ‘me,’ and at the end of the day, that’ll be better for 
you, too. It takes guys like Jordan Staal — it takes the top of the chain — 
and it doesn’t happen overnight. But I think we’ve built that.” 

What else did we see and hear on Day 1? 

• Quote of the day: Raanta on Teravainen, Aho and Kotkaniemi: “It’s just 
nice to have a couple Finnish teammates. I almost feel like I’m their dad. 
I’m way older than those guys. Maybe I get a bit younger also hanging 
out with those guys. I have two kids at home, so it’s nice to have three 
kids at the rink.” He also described Teravainen as “a little goofball,” which 
brings us to our next bullet point … 

• Chirp of the day: For those of you who are new to Hurricanes hockey, 
let’s just say Teravainen does not love practice. At the end of the 2018-
19 season, I told Teravainen that Brind’Amour said he had a good 
compete level that year. Teravainen responded “I knew if it wasn’t good I 
would have to have a little meeting with him … Wait, he really said that? 
That’s good.” Obviously, this has never been any sort of controversy or 
problem — if anything, Teravainen helps Aho relax a little, and 
Teravainen is always ready to go for puck drop and is arguably the most 
consistent forward on the team. So, today, Teravainen came in last 
during sprints, and it wasn’t particularly close. You could tell some of his 
teammates were jokingly letting him have it at the finish line. Hurricanes 
trainer/living legend Bill Burniston started counting down, Teravainen 
looked him in the eyes and technically finished the sprint by putting his 
stick over the line, waited a second then finished skating. Never change. 

• Newsworthy tidbit of the day: Seth Jarvis was not in attendance on 
Team Energy. Will keep an eye out for updates Friday. 

• “Best shape of his life” of the day: The Hurricanes did their fitness 
testing Wednesday; Brind’Amour said Staal was their “best guy by a 
mile.” 

• Shootout leaderboard, because why not: Andrei Svechnikov 0/1, Tony 
DeAngelo 1/1, Teuvo Teravainen 1/1, Sebastian Aho 1/1, Ryan Suzuki 
0/1. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers try to quell drama of Archibald's vaccine hesitancy 
as camp continues 

 

Mark Spector 

 

Editor's note: With overwhelming consistency, research has shown 
vaccinations against COVID-19 are safe and effective. Residents of 
Alberta who are looking to learn more about vaccines can find up-to-date 
information here. Further details on COVID-19 and the country's 
pandemic response are available on Canada's public health website. 

EDMONTON — Josh Archibald did not skate with his Edmonton Oilers 
teammates on Thursday as the club tried to quell the drama with players 
hitting the ice on Day 2 of training camp. 

On Tuesday we learned that a recently vaccinated Duncan Keith would 
not participate in camp until next Friday, goalie Alex Stalock’s heart 
condition may cost him the entire season, Kris Russell (neck) isn’t ready 
to go, and Archibald is the only unvaccinated NHLer on a Canadian 
team. Archibald skated on his own before the groups Wednesday. 

“He just came off a 14-day quarantine, no skating,” head coach Dave 
Tippett said. “Until he can get up to speed, he won’t be with the main 
group.” 

Tippett and general manager Ken Holland were successful in getting 
Keith to the pharmacy — he went to the U.S. for a single dose 
vaccination and is serving a quarantine upon his return — but have not 
been able to persuade Archibald as of yet. The sense is, Holland will 
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back off now and let the situation percolate, the way he did when Jesse 
Puljujarvi left the team and returned to Finland. 

In the end, the Puljujarvi problem solved itself. They’re hoping Archibald’s 
vaccine hesitancy does likewise. 

“There is still some time for him. People have different things they’re 
concerned about,” Tippett said. “You have to respect that concern, but ... 
vaccinations are part of the world now. 

“We’ll get him up to speed, and then as an organization we’ll figure out 
where it’s going to go.” 

Oilers captain Connor McDavid, who only this summer did some 
advocacy media for getting vaccinated, was asked about captaining a 
team with a vaccine holdout on the roster. 

“The vaccine has become such a political thing. It’s become ... something 
a lot more than just a vaccine at this point,” McDavid said. “We want to 
do our best to protect one another, but ultimately it’s everyone’s choice to 
take it or not. 

“If someone feels a need, or doesn’t want to get it, that’s their choice. 
And we move on and do what we can to still keep everyone safe and still 
put the best team on the ice.” 

As we said in our Wednesday column, Archibald is a useful player who 
the Oilers would like to have on their team. But if he won’t roll up his 
sleeve, he’ll likely not be part of the Oilers come Opening Night. 

Zach Hyman skated on McDavid’s left wing on the first day, along with 
Puljujarvi on the right side. That places the best player in hockey 
between two power forwards who can both score, the makings of a 
deadly top line in Edmonton. 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins was affixed next to Leon Draisaitl, with Kailer 
Yamamoto on right wing on Line 2. 

Much like the Toronto Maple Leafs, it’s not about regular season success 
anymore in Edmonton. It’s about playoff wins, and this roster is still sour 
about being swept in Round 1 by Winnipeg last spring. The leaders here 
know that the habits formed through 82 games are going to make a 
difference when games get tight in the post-season. 

“We lost one game on a faceoff, another on a turnover, and you could 
say we took a bad penalty (in another loss),” Tippett said. “All those 
things, they stick in your craw. You can’t put your finger on one of them, 
but all of them you have to do better all year.” 

Edmonton fans don’t want to hear about a process. We get that. But in 
reality, this team has improved for two straight seasons, made the 
playoffs twice, and with the addition of three legit NHL forwards in 
Hyman, Warren Foegele and Derek Ryan, might now be ready to 
seriously contend. 

“I believe there has been a huge change ... in the way this team has 
played over the past two seasons,” said goalie Mike Smith. “Last year we 
were finding ways to win close games, we were coming back in games, 
we were protecting leads. ... All stuff that helps you in the playoffs. It 
didn’t go quite the way we wanted in the playoffs, but we were in three 
overtime games that could have gone either way." 

“Did we create our own breaks? Maybe not enough of them,” he 
continued. “But I think this group definitely learned from that, and that’s 
what it takes to be a better team the following year. 

“I believe it’s a process. You don’t just acquire a team and you’re Stanley 
Cup contenders. Sometimes there are some heartaches, some bumps 
and bruises along the way. But that’s what is going to make it way 
sweeter in the end.” 

Even though the core players were the backbone of this team two, three 
years ago, the difference now is that they are ready for that responsibility, 
where they may not have been before. 

“I see it in Connor, Darnell (Nurse) and Leon,” Tippett said. “The 
difference from where they were two years ago when I came in, and now. 
It’s just maturity. 

“Connor, the way he carries himself in the dressing room around his 
teammates, is different now than it was two years ago. Same with Leon. 
Darnell has taken a huge step there,” Tippett said. “That leadership 
group has a quiet confidence about them, but they know they have to get 
better if we are going to get to the place we want to get to. That 
confidence, it goes right through your team.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

On the back end, Tippett singled out his youngest D-man when asked 
about how his blue-line is going to deal with the departure of Adam 
Larsson to Seattle. 

“The key to our blue-line this year is Evan Bouchard. To me he’s the X 
factor for our blue-line, to come out and say that we’re going to be 
better,” said Tippett. 

Bouchard, 21, hung around all last season but played in just 14 games — 
none in the playoffs. But the time he spent around the team wasn’t 
wasted, said Tippett. 

“He’s engaged with our group now, and the leadership embraces him. He 
got to spend a lot of time with (assistant coach) Jim Playfair and had a lot 
of time after practice,” the Oilers head coach said. “He’s gone from being 
a young player to, he looks like a man now. 

“His maturity, the way he carries himself, his fitness levels are excellent. 
He carries himself like an NHL player now. We need him to take a step 
forward for us, and I have full confidence he’ll do that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Facing an uncertain future, key to Gaudreau's present may 
be Monahan reunion 

 

Eric Francis 

 

It didn’t take long for Johnny Gaudreau to set the tone on how he’ll 
handle one of the biggest questions looming over the Calgary Flames 
this season: his future. 

Two queries into his season-opening availability, the 28-year-old winger 
was asked how he’d characterize negotiations with the team to possibly 
extend his stay in Calgary beyond this season. 

"That's between my agent and Tre (GM Brad Treliving), and I probably 
won't answer many questions for you throughout the year on that," said 
Gaudreau, a pending unrestricted free agent who has one year left on a 
deal paying him $6.75 million annually. 

And with that the focus surrounding the face of the franchise turned to 
how he can best maximize his value following a disappointing, playoff-
less season. 

The answer: by reuniting with Sean Monahan. 

The two have formed one of the NHL’s most potent duos over the last 
seven seasons, making it a natural for coach Darryl Sutter to open camp 
with them on a second unit with Andrew Mangiapane and Brett Ritchie 
rotating on the right side. (Ritchie won’t be there long.) 
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If effective, it could relieve pressure on the top unit of Elias Lindholm, 
Matthew Tkachuk and Blake Coleman, on a squad that struggled to 
score goals under Sutter’s defensive-minded system. 

"Obviously it wasn't the season we wanted as a team -- we didn't make 
the playoffs,” said Gaudreau, who tied Lindholm for the team lead with 19 
goals. “That's something I've got to look at myself at, for not producing a 
little bit more offensively. Obviously you always want to get better and 
produce a little bit more. 

"But I had a crazy year last year with COVID and the coaching change, 
and I think me and Mony, we played with four, five, six different guys 
again. It'd be nice to just try to find a guy that can stick with us and we 
can play a good month, two months with and create some chemistry. It's 
been a while.” 

It sure has. 

“I think we had Lindholm for a year,” added Gaudreau, listing the rotating 
cast of characters on their right side. “We had (Micheal) Ferland for about 
a year. We had (Jiri) Hudler for about a year. But since then, if we find a 
guy who can read us well on the ice and can create some good 
chemistry with and string along some games, I think it's really important 
for me and Mony.” 

The addition of Coleman via free agency was made to strengthen the 
team’s notoriously weak right side, giving the team a full six-pack of 
accomplished scorers on the top two lines. 

No more third of fourth liners masquerading as scorers. 

Remaining Time -1:17 

How last year's inconsistency with Flames is fueling Tkachuk this season 

Mangiapane was one of the few Flames who didn’t have a poor season 
last year, emerging as the team’s new fan favourite with a scoring touch 
that saw him finish one behind Gaudreau despite playing third line 
minutes. 

Given Mangiapane’s upward trajectory, hockey sense and dogged 
determination on the puck, the pair can’t ask for a better linemate. 

A left shot who has proven to be capable of finishing from his off wing, 
Mangiapane could be the latest to take a crack at being a regular 
alongside the pair that were long counted on as first liners. 

That changed last year, when Lindholm was moved to the second unit in 
an effort to insulate Gaudreau and Monahan -- a plan that fell apart when 
Monahan suffered an early hip injury that derailed his season and led to 
season-ending surgery. 

"I think it was probably after about the sixth game of the year," revealed 
Monahan when asked to pinpoint when he got injured. “The whole 
season was pretty frustrating. You want to be healthy when you're 
playing and you want to be at the top of your game every night. When 
there’s something that’s limiting it gets to you.” 

Credit to the perennial 20-30 goal scorer who heard the criticism all 
season long but never went public with his ailment until he was shelved 
for the season. 

"If you're dressing and you're playing you can't really pull out excuses,” 
said Monahan, who had 10 goals in 50 outings. “It is what it is, but an 
injury like that is tough to deal with mentally, feeling like you can't do the 
things you want to do out on the ice, but like I said, if you're getting 
dressed and you're playing you have to be ready to go." 

Remaining Time -0:49 

GM Treliving's message to frustrated Flames fans heading into this 
season 

Given a clean bill of health following a solid simmer of rehab and training, 
he’s ready to start proving last year was an anomaly. 

He’ll do so with Gaudreau by his side, just as they stood when Gaudreau 
was married late this summer. It’s where they belong -- together, and as 
support players who are better equipped to shine when not receiving the 
opposition’s top checkers. 

Separated from Monahan late in the season, Gaudreau flourished 
alongside Lindholm and Tkachuk (on the right side), albeit playing 
meaningless games. 

“I think Blake is not going to change the way he plays – he’s a 200-foot 
guy and that’s similar to Lindy as a centre,” said Sutter of his opening line 
rationale. “I think them with Matthew will be a good fit. We’re looking at 
everything, but I really want to see if that (line) is something. 

"I just like the way those two lines set up. Matthew is a better left winger. 
We wanted Matthew to get back to being a powerful player in this 
league.” 

Hopefully, for nervous Flames fans, Gaudreau and Monahan and the rest 
of the lines will follow. 

Those lines were rounded out in Thursday’s opening camp skate with 
Dillon Dube, Mikael Backlund and Tyler Pitlick, followed by Milan Lucic, 
Brad Richardson and Trevor Lewis, who all played for Sutter in Los 
Angeles. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With no distractions in camp, Jets focused on returning to 
contender status 

Schmidt and Dillon already standing out on day one at Jets camp 

Sean Reynolds and Ken Wiebe recap a busy Day 1 at Winnipeg Jets 
camp, where two new blueliners in Nate Schmidt and Brenden Dillon 
were already fitting in well, and where Pierre-Luc Dubois expects a huge 
bounce back season. 

 

Ken Wiebe September 23, 2021, 8:03 PM 

 

    7 

WINNIPEG — Blake Wheeler has been around long enough to know that 
predictions and prognostications usually are not worth the paper they’re 
printed on. 

So, when the topic of conversation shifted to the much-ballyhooed 
improvements to the defence corps following the opening day of training 
camp and what it meant for expectations surrounding his team, the 
Winnipeg Jets captain had virtually no interest in drawing any sweeping 
conclusions or making any bold proclamations. 

While he’s thrilled about the arrival of Nate Schmidt and Brenden Dillon 
and what it could mean for the group, Wheeler made sure he set a 
serious tone as he spoke to reporters on Thursday afternoon. 

Sure, he sprinkled in a splash of his sense of humour, making a crack 
about how a reporter may have been trying to bait him into an Aaron 
Rodgers type of rant when asked a question about what level — if any — 
he had in discussions with Jets management about trying to bring in 
players. 

But this was classic Wheeler. Direct and to the point. That serious tone 
wasn’t an accident. 

Wheeler is 34 years old and realizes his best chance at capturing a 
Stanley Cup could be sitting right in front of him. 
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The mood surrounding the Jets at training camp is decidedly different 
and this isn’t just your run-of-the-mill optimism almost every team feels 
as a new campaign approaches. 

The opening day of training camp last season centred around Patrik 
Laine addressing his interest in a potential trade after his agents 
suggested a change of scenery might be best for both parties, one that 
came several weeks into the regular season. The other overarching 
theme surrounded a defence corps that was still very much in flux and 
likely still in need of improvement. 

In the fall of 2019, the shocking news that Dustin Byfuglien had asked for 
and been granted a personal leave of absence — the first step toward 
him stepping away from the sport entirely — dominated the Day 1 
headlines. Kyle Connor and Laine also missed that entire training camp 
as they awaited new contracts as restricted free agents. Despite being 
ready for the season opener that year, not having the scoring wingers 
around was certainly a storyline. 

There were no bombshells dropped on the opening day this time around 
that would fall under the category of becoming a potential distraction — 
even though Wheeler was adamant that the lack of outside noise was 
nothing new inside the hallowed halls of the locker room. 

“There's never a narrative outside of hockey in our dressing room,” said 
Wheeler. “I'm sure guys are on social media. But nobody's really, in the 
past, that I can recall, bought into any narrative or anything outside of just 
our team trying to win hockey games. We're definitely excited about the 
off-season. 

“That's definitely been a change around here. We haven't historically had 
off-seasons like that. I think that gives some of the guys that have been 
here for a while a little extra boost and extra excitement coming into 
training camp.” 

That extra excitement is genuine, but Wheeler doesn’t want this group to 
get ahead of things or to be swept away by its press clippings. 

Yes, the Jets should be moving comfortably back to contender status 
after residing in the bubble team column the past two seasons, but 
nothing is guaranteed and the hard work that is required to reach that 
point doesn’t happen on its own. 

Jets head coach Paul Maurice said last week that this was probably the 
most balanced team he’s had since arriving in January of 2014 and 
Wheeler was asked if he shared those sentiments. 

“I’ve skated with these guys one time. I’ve skated with these guys one 
time,” said Wheeler, who was just warming up. “I don't know. Let's play 
some games, because on paper means (expletive). It doesn't mean a 
thing. 

“The best team on paper is not the team that wins. I mean, Tampa has 
got some talent, but they had talent when they got swept by Columbus, 
too. So, there's way more to it than that and that's the most important 
thing. On paper, we look pretty good. But it doesn't mean anything.” 

Wheeler’s words have nothing to do with his belief in what this group 
could be. In fact, they merely represent the urgency he’s feeling 
internally. 

And he’s not the only one sharing that line of thinking. 

“I’m always excited to come back and play hockey but this one, I feel like 
we’ve really sold the farm and we’re going for it,” said Jets goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck, who revealed he dealt with a bout of COVID-19 in late 
August before getting vaccinated. “Every year, that’s been my mindset 
and now this year I know everyone around me has the same mindset, so 
I’m really excited to see what we can do and I’m going to give it my all. 

“I don’t know if it’s a different feel. I think we just have a subtly different 
mindset coming in. We know we’re getting older, not getting any younger. 
Our time’s running out and Blake (Wheeler) says it all the time, that once 
you become that older guy, you look back and you wish that things would 
have went differently, so now’s our time for that to be different.” 

One thing the Jets won’t have to worry about is questions about 
vaccinations as the players and staff aren’t leaving anything to chance. 

“We’re all vaccinated on the team and that helps a lot,” said Jets centre 
Pierre-Luc Dubois. “Every team has a different situation, but we’re really 
happy about how we’ve approached it.” 

Windows of contention can change quickly and in many cases, are a 
moving target. The Jets saw this first hand and with only one series 
victory since a run to the Western Conference final in 2018, it’s time to 
see if the organization is ready to take the next step. They don’t want to 
be left wondering what if or be left with feelings of regret. 

The early signs are that the personnel is in place to make a similar run, 
thanks to a nice blend of young talent, blossoming stars and cagey 
veterans. Goaltending is in good hands with Hellebuyck, there should be 
plenty of offensive firepower and with an enhanced commitment to 
playing without the puck, the Jets should be able to improve defensively. 

Most members of this core group have dealt with plenty of emotional scar 
tissue, but going through those difficult times is what makes the journey 
all the more enjoyable when a team is finally able to get over the hump. 

But being considered to be among the winners of the off-season isn’t 
enough. This edition of the Jets has much loftier goals in mind. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Defence prospect Dylan Samberg suffered an apparent right knee or 
ankle injury on the opening day of Jets training camp after falling 
awkwardly near the end of a drill. 

Samberg was involved in a puck battle along the boards with frequent 
Manitoba Moose defence partner Johnny Kovacevic and was in 
noticeable discomfort as he was helped to the bench. 

Although Samberg eventually left the ice on his own power, he wasn’t 
putting much weight on his right leg. 

Maurice didn’t have an update on Samberg’s condition but was hopeful it 
was not serious as he’s hoping to see the blue-liner in multiple exhibition 
games. 

The Jets plan to scrimmage regularly through training camp and the first 
one required a sudden death shootout to break a 1-1 tie (Nikolaj Ehlers 
and Josh Morrissey were the goal scorers). 

Cole Perfetti settled the deadlock with a nifty forehand-backhand-
forehand deke that beat Hellebuyck along the ice on the blocker side. 

“You really want to know? He’s a slick player,” Hellebuyck said when 
asked about the move in question. “When he came in so slow, it really 
threw me off guard because I hadn’t gone that slow at all this summer. 
I’ve been going fast and making sure I get my speed up, so him coming 
that slow really put me in the trolley tracks and (it was a) good move for 
him.” 

When it comes to those six exhibition games, Maurice said his initial plan 
was to likely give Hellebuyck three starts, Eric Comrie two and for Mikhail 
Berdin to get one. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 09.24.2021 

1220862 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / NHL Prospect Notebook: An early look at the 2022 draft 

 

Sam Cosentino 
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With rookie and development camps in the books, talk surrounding which 
prospects will transition to the NHL has commenced. Along with that 
comes the thought of the 2022 NHL Draft. We won’t fully know the fruits 
of two pandemic drafts (2020, 2021) until four or five years down the 
road. The 2004-born players are in a similar situation. Truncated or, in 
some cases, cancelled seasons have really put this draft class behind 
the eight ball. 

In the meantime, let the 2022 draft conversation begin. 

• It was nice to see Montreal get rewarded with the 2022 NHL Draft on 
July 7-8. The Olympic break is responsible for the late date. As of writing, 
the hometown team will have 11 picks, including the first-rounder 
acquired from the Jesperi Kotkianiemi offer sheet, which is conditional 
dependent upon where Carolina and Montreal finish in the official draft 
order. 

• The 2022 draft class looks to be as diverse as ever, especially those 
projected in Round 1. The 2021 first round produced 15 Canadians, eight 
Americans, six Swedes, one Russian and one Swiss-born player. For the 
first time since 2009, there were no Finnish players selected in the first 
round. 

Early projections of the 2022 class estimate as many as eight countries 
to be represented in Round 1. 

• As for the 2023 draft, Dalibor Dvorsky has entered the conversation to 
challenge Connor Bedard as the top rated prospect. Dvorsky turned 
heads at the Hlinka-Gretzky Cup with 12 points for the silver medal-
winning Slovaks. 

• Speaking of the Slovaks, the 2004-born age group (2022 draft eligibles) 
looks to be a bumper crop. A few names to follow here include: Juraj 
Slafkovsky, LW; Simon Nemec, RD; Filip Mesar, RW; and Peter Repcik, 
C, who will play for Lethbridge in the WHL. 

• OHL draft eligibles are poised to generate the most interest of any 
league this season. While most 2021 high-end draft eligibles from the 
league were able to find teams in Europe to play for during the shutdown, 
most 16-year-olds based in Ontario weren't able to play anywhere. 

Some teams will have a limited book on those players based on their 
participation in the 2020 Youth Olympic Games. 

• Joakim Kemell is a name to familiarize yourself with, and he'll be 
playing for JYP in the Finnish Liiga. That league has done a great job 
producing first round NHL talent recently. Think Miro Heiskanen, Patrik 
Laine, Mikko Rantanen, Kaapo Kakko, Jesperi Kotkaniemi to name a 
few. Kemell has started the season on a point per game pace through 
five games. 

• Another highly touted 2022 draft prospect, JYP teammate Brad 
Lambert, is also playing in the Liiga. His name gained prominence at the 
2021 world juniors where he represented Finland. Lambert maintained 
the spotlight for the Finns at the U18 after a 16-year-old season where he 
put up 15 points in 46 games playing against pros. His dad, Ross, is a 
former Saskatoon Blade. 

• Expect a return to prominence from the USNTDP, where several 
players have been identified as prospects to be selected early in the 
2022 draft. Jack Hughes (not that one), Rutger McGroarty, Frank Nazar 
and Logan Cooley are the top players to watch here. 

• With all the focus on Shane Wright as the 2022 class' top prospect, 
we’ve heard little about Matthew Savoie. The Winnipeg Ice star was 
outstanding after moving to Dubuque (USHL) last season where he put 
up 21 goals and 38 points in 34 games for the Saints. He returns to 
Winnipeg this season poised to put up big numbers in the WHL. 

• Don’t sleep on Savoie’s teammate Conor Geekie, the younger brother 
of the Seattle Kraken's Morgan. Conor is also a projected first round pick. 

• With Saint John having won the right to host the 2022 Memorial Cup, 
the CHL will have to quickly shift its attention to the annual Canada-
Russia series. The event is typically contested in early November as a 
means to evaluate players for Hockey Canada’s world junior selection 
camp, and of course, give Canada a sneak-peak as to what the Russian 
roster will look like come December. 

It’s unlikely a team of Russian players and staff will be granted 
exemptions to come over and play in a series that typically sees each 
CHL league host two games apiece in different cities. What the series 
looks like moving forward is anyone’s guess. 

• In case you missed it, the Guelph Storm was sold by former owners 
Rick Goetz, Rick Hoyle, Scott Walker and John Heeley. Under that 
ownership, not only did the Storm win two OHL titles, but they produced 
a number of NHL-calibre players. Here’s a few familiar names: Tyler 
Bertuzzi, Brock McGinn, Jason Dickinson, Robby Fabbri, and Pius Suter. 

• Here’s hoping new owners of the Storm, Joel Feldberg and Jeffry Bly, 
will be able to maintain a highly competitive franchise while continuing to 
pump out top-notch NHL talent. A wise first-step was transitioning Scott 
Walker from owner to President. Walker recently left his job as Director of 
Player Development for the Arizona Coyotes. 

• Of note, the Vancouver Canucks’ training camp roster features 18 
defencemen, four of whom are former Kelowna Rockets (Madison 
Bowey, Tyler Myers, Luke Schenn and Devante Stephens. 

• Due to the pandemic, there are a number of stories like that of Will 
Scott. A native of St. John’s, Newfoundland, the 16-year-old attended St. 
Andrew’s College Prep School in Aurora, Ontario last year, but did not 
play as a result of provincial restrictions. His rights belong to the QMJHL, 
but because of the lack of viewings, he was not selected in the 2021 Q 
draft. Scott is once again eligible for the 2022 QMJHL draft. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Absence of Pettersson, Hughes overshadows start of 
Canucks' training camp 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER — The first question on the first day of training camp was 
both predictable and revealing. Until the Vancouver Canucks sign 
restricted free agents Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes, the story of 
the two players who are not at camp is going to feel more important than 
all the stories about the players who are here. 

Take One: General manager Jim Benning talking about missing his best 
forward and top defenceman. 

“I'm disappointed that they're not going to be here for the start of camp,” 
Benning said Wednesday at the start of his press conference. “But I'm 
going to continue to talk to (agent) Pat Brisson and try to get something 
figured out here as soon as we can. I don't think we're that far apart, but 
these are complex and unique deals. These are two good young players 
and an important part of our group so, like I said, we're going to continue 
to work with Pat until we get something figured out. 

“I think we're getting close, but we'll just continue on and hopefully we 
can get it done sooner rather than later.” 

Benning told reporters at Rogers Arena that he and Brisson, who have 
been in contact daily, would speak again Wednesday afternoon. 

Expectations that Tuesday’s agreement between the Minnesota Wild and 
their star free agent, Kirill Kaprizov, would spur the Canucks’ negotiations 
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on Pettersson, who appears to be a close comparable, may be 
misplaced. 

For a variety of reasons – age, years until unrestricted free agency, 
Kaprizov’s fallback option in Russia – the Canucks don’t believe 
Pettersson’s situation is identical even if the five-year, $45-million deal for 
Minnesota’s rookie of the year feels like a reasonable valuation for 
Pettersson. 

Benning and Brisson had been trending towards shorter bridge deals for 
Pettersson, 22, and Hughes, 21, and although a long-term deal is still 
possible – Vancouver can’t afford two -- it’s more likely to go to Hughes, 
who would be slightly cheaper than Pettersson and has a year longer to 
wait for UFA status. 

But the start of training camp practices Thursday in Abbotsford, an hour 
east of Vancouver, provides another pressure point in negotiations. 

Canuck Brock Boeser, Pettersson’s linemate, missed the start of training 
camp two years ago as a restricted free agent exiting his entry-level 
contract, but was motivated to settle on a three-year bridge deal once he 
saw teammates practising without him. 

“Before camp started, I didn't think it was going to be that urgent,” Boeser 
recalled on Wednesday. “But when I started to see videos of the guys 
skating together and they're going to play pre-season games, I didn't like 
that feeling of sitting out and not being there with the guys. Not just my 
side but their side, too, wanted to push things ahead and it got a little 
more urgent. A deal can come fast when both sides start to agree on 
some terms. 

“It obviously sucks, but it's part of the process. It's all about finding a fair 
deal for both sides. Obviously, I think we all know that they want to be 
here and be here for a while, so I'm not too worried about it. I think they'll 
be here soon. And I think they'll be ready to go when they get here.” 

Pettersson and Hughes are training together in Michigan, where Hughes 
lives in the off-season. Pettersson was briefly in Vancouver last week 
due to visa issues. 

NHL players are excellent at compartmentalizing. Their focus usually isn't 
on players who are missing. But it’s impossible to ignore the absence of 
teammates with the stature of Pettersson and Hughes. 

“It affects the players themselves individually,” coach Travis Green said 
of missing his two best young players. “(I'm) disappointed that they're not 
here, obviously, as a coach. We’ve got a lot of new bodies on our team. 
Being two big pieces to our team, it's important that they're here. And 
obviously, being two younger players, training camp is a big part of 
working on certain parts of your game. 

“I think ... the players understand that this has happened before. This is 
not a market that it's not (going to be) talked about a lot. But the players 
know how important training camp is as well, and they're all going to want 
those players here. 

"I'm not worried about it affecting how we get ready; I'm worried about the 
two players coming back into our group and missing the time that is vital 
not just for your hockey team on the ice, but what we talked about off the 
ice and having so many new faces. There's something to be said about 
(being together).” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Key newcomers are top-six winger Conor Garland and top-pairing 
defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, two-way centre Jason Dickinson, 
rookie winger Vasily Podkolzin and veteran goalie Jaroslav Halak. 

Green will be test-driving centres to start camp. Besides missing 
Pettersson, Benning revealed that veteran centre Brandon Sutter is 
undergoing tests for fatigue (he has tested negative for COVID-19) and 

Canucks captain Bo Horvat was not feeling well enough on Wednesday 
to be with the team. 

Benning also confirmed that winger Tyler Motte’s summer surgery was 
for an “upper-body injury” that may not allow the energy forward to be 
ready for the start of the regular season. But the GM tried to shut down 
conjecture about defenceman Travis Hamonic’s unexplained absence by 
saying “he’s going to be here.” 

Winger Justin Bailey is home in Buffalo after testing positive for COVID-
19 but will join the team as soon as he is able, Benning said. 

The general manager also stated unequivocally that the Canucks will be 
“100 per cent” vaccinated for the team’s season-opener in Edmonton on 
Oct. 13. 

“We have a strict policy in place,” he said. “Players, everybody on the 
staff, everybody in the front office, everybody's been vaccinated.” 

After three practice days in Abbotsford, the Canucks will open their pre-
season against the Seattle Kraken Sunday in Spokane, Wash. 
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TSN.CA / 'Potential is strong' for Ritchie to stick with Leafs’ top line 

After scoring a career-high 15 goals last season with the Boston Bruins, 
new Maple Leaf Nick Ritchie is getting the first chance to win the vacant 
left wing job on Toronto's top line. As Mark Masters writes, the 6-foot-3, 
236-pound forward is impressing his teammates with his “sneaky soft 
hands” around the net and his physical play. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised in two groups at the Ford Performance Centre on Thursday. 

Nick Ritchie is getting the first chance to win the vacant left wing job on 
Toronto's top line. The Orangeville, Ont., native skated alongside Mitch 
Marner in the first on-ice session at training camp.  

"We like some of the elements that Nick can bring there in terms of his 
size, skill-set and ability to play around the net, the physicality that he 
brings and the presence that he brings," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "We 
like a lot of those different elements so we'll look to give that some time 
to grow." 

Marner and Auston Matthews created incredible chemistry last season 
while finishing fourth and fifth in league scoring respectively. Matthews is 
still recovering from off-season wrist surgery and wasn't part of the main 
practice on Thursday.  

"Hopefully I can put myself in a position to play with those guys," said 
Ritchie, who stands 6-foot-3, 236 pounds. "[Mitch is] a pretty awesome 
athlete. He's looking really good so far. It's a big year for everyone and it 
looks like he's on the right track."  

Ritchie scored a career-high 15 goals last season with Boston, but didn't 
receive a qualifying offer from the Bruins and became an unrestricted 
free agent. After Zach Hyman signed in Edmonton, the Leafs looked for 
candidates to help fill the void and eventually signed Ritchie to a two-
year, $5-million contract.  

"He's a big body," veteran forward Jason Spezza observed. "He wins 
pucks in the corners. He's got sneaky soft hands around the net and 
makes great little three-to-five-foot plays. He thinks the game really well. 
There's a lot of different roles he could play. At times he can probably 
play up with the big boys. At times, he can play on a more physical line. 
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He's a guy that will get used in a lot of different ways and be valuable. 
Plus, he brings that physical element. When he's on the ice, guys know 
and when Nick Ritchie hits you, you feel it a little more than most guys. I 
know from experience (smile) so it's good to have him on our side."  

Keefe said the "potential is strong" for Ritchie to stick with the big boys to 
start. 

Ritchie joins Marner line at Leafs camp; has 'sneaky soft hands’ 

After skating on a line with Mitch Marner at training camp, Maple Leafs 
forward Nick Ritchie shares his impressions of Marner, and comments on 
his "sneaky soft hands" which teammate Jason Spezza says he brings to 
Toronto. 

 --- 

Has Ritchie experienced a welcome-to-the-Leafs moment? 

"Maybe the conditioning drill," he said with a small smile.  

Like last year, Keefe opened the first practice of the season with 20 
minutes of skating.  

"It's a very difficult thing, I recognize that, and I like leading with that," the 
coach explained. "The season's hard, winning's hard, playing in the 
league is hard, so put the hard work first."  

Players were doubled over trying to catch their breath between reps. 
Some guys lay flat on the ice or on the bench.  

"It's incredibly hard," said Spezza. "There's no bones about it. You train 
all summer, but to go full speed like that and have as little rest as we had, 
this is one of the harder days you're going to get anywhere." 

"I would've liked you guys to try that," said defenceman Rasmus Sandin 
with a laugh. "It's tough, I'll tell you that." 

What's Keefe looking for?  

"You're looking to see effort. It's more of a mental drill than anything. The 
physical piece, of course, is there, but the mental side is the most 
challenging piece as you're going through that and questioning yourself 
and just how much you have left."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Keefe sets the tone with gruelling conditioning skate 

The first drill on the first day of Maple Leafs training camp did not look 
like any fun as head coach Sheldon Keefe ran the players through a 
gruelling 20-minute conditioning skate. Mark Masters has more. 

 --- 

Spezza, 38, skated on a line with top prospect Nick Robertson, 20, at 
practice.  

"For Robbie, a big thing is playing within the structure of the team, using 
his linemates," said Spezza, who applauded Robertson for a strong 
performance at the recent rookie tournament in Traverse City. "We all 
know the physical tools are there. He's a great kid, has a great mindset 
and wants to work hard and wants to learn and sometimes he's got to 
use the guys around him and we'll help him with that. That's the next step 
for him." 

Robertson cracked the Leafs playoff roster in the bubble in 2020, but only 
appeared in six games during an injury-plagued 2021 season.   

"I appreciate how hard he works and how bad he wants it," said Spezza. 
"Sometimes he has to just slow down and use everybody around him and 
know there's good players with him. He'll learn that."   

Marlies coach Moore on Robertson: 'He's very driven, it's one of his 
strengths' 

Maple Leafs prospect Nick Robertson received a major penalty and 
game misconduct at the end of regulation against the Blue Jackets for 
cross-checking Carson Meyer. After the game Marlies head coach Greg 

Moore explained that Robertson’s intensity is part of what makes him 
special. 

--- 

Did Ilya Mikheyev ask for a trade in the summer?  

"No," the Russian winger said. "I just enjoy time with my family and just 
[got] married. A busy time."  

Mikheyev averaged 14 minutes and 13 seconds of ice time per game last 
season. Is he looking for a bigger role with the Leafs?  

"I look forward to upcoming season and work hard for team and I hope to 
have a great season."  

How can he do that?  

"Just work hard. It's easy." 

Mikheyev was more expansive when asked about his off-season work. 
He focused on preparing himself physically for the rigours of an 82-game 
season, which he's never experienced before. Mikheyev suited up in 62 
games, a career high, with Omsk Avangard in the KHL during the 2018-
19 season.  

"I think I'm ready because I played two years here in the NHL and I know 
how it works and the organization and it's much easier." 

Mikheyev opened camp on a line with Alex Kerfoot and William Nylander.  

Mikheyev sidesteps questions on trade request, role with Leafs 

When asked about the recent report saying his agent asked for a trade 
from Toronto in the off-season, Maple Leafs forward Ilya Mikheyev 
sidesteps questions about the trade request, and whether he would like a 
bigger role on the team. 

 --- 

Josh Ho-Sang is getting what he calls "an amazing opportunity" early in 
training camp. On Thursday, he skated on a line with captain John 
Tavares and Michael Bunting. Ho-Sang, a first round pick of the Islanders 
in 2014, played in Sweden last year and is attending Toronto's camp on a 
pro tryout.  

"Every kid who grows up in Toronto dreams about playing for this team," 
Ho-Sang said. "It's really special to be able to put on this uniform every 
day." 

During a lengthy media session on Thursday, the 25-year-old from 
Toronto opened up about the struggles he's faced in recent years. The 
following is an edited transcript of the conversation.   

What will it take to make this team?  

"It's going to take everything I have. I think it's pretty simple. I'm coming 
here to work to the best of my ability, to try and learn as quickly as I can 
and give that maximum effort that they're looking for. The message 
throughout the organization is hunger. Everyone is hungry to do better, to 
be better and you see it from the top down. Every player comes in and 
they work and they put in their best effort every single day. I've definitely 
developed a new appreciation for every single player on the Toronto 
Maple Leafs."  

What do you want to show Keefe? Any particular part of your game?  

"That I can play hockey. I think being good when you're young is great. 
Being good when you're in juniors is awesome. Being good in the NHL is 
a whole different monster. I think I've shown flashes, but it's consistency 
I'm focused on and growing from there." 

What have you learned from the challenges you've faced so far in your 
career?  

"You learn a lot. You know, nothing's given in this world. All of you know 
that. Everyone who's working a nine-to-five job, they understand you 
have to give it your best effort every day or you won't move forward. For 
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me, I've learned a lot from the things I've been through. I've had a lot of 
great mentors. It's not necessarily how long it takes you to learn, it's that 
you learn and I feel like I've embodied a lot of things and I try to use them 
in my day-to-day." 

Who have you leaned on as a mentor in recent years?  

"[Islanders general manager] Lou Lamoriello was amazing. I know things 
didn't work out quite the way I wanted in New York, but he's a great man. 
He has his core values. His beliefs are exceptional. I mean, you've seen 
what he's accomplished in his life. His son, [Islanders assistant general 
manager] Chris Lamoriello is an absolutely incredible individual. He has 
spent so much time with me and we had a lot of good conversations 
about life and the things that I need to focus on. 

"There's so many people I could list, but I would like to say a big, 'Thank 
you,' to the people in Linkopings. The GM and the head coach there now, 
they did wonders for me as a person. I'm not going to get too much into 
what we talked about, but the head coach in Sweden changed my life, 
changed my outlook on hockey and sometimes you need to get to a new 
environment to really appreciate some of the things that have been said 
to you your entire life. Sometimes we're not ready to hear things and I 
believe now I'm at the point where I am."  

What was it like in Sweden?  

"I loved Sweden. The people in Sweden are so kind. Anyone who hasn't 
been there, I recommend that you get on a flight and check it out, 
because that place is beautiful. The people are so kind. They speak 
English better than we do. It's amazing. They're all very intelligent. 
Education is highly regarded there. It's an impressive, impressive place. 
So, like I said, anyone who hasn't been, it's a great destination. I know it's 
not the first one that comes to mind, but it should be."  

What was it like growing up a Leafs fan?  

"I loved Mats Sundin. He was definitely the most prominent guy for me 
growing up. You see how someone like that has such a great career, 
plays in Toronto for so long and never got in trouble, never did anything 
bad. He embodied what it meant to be a true professional and I've 
reflected on that and tried to take parts from him and implement them 
into my life."  

Did your love of the game get challenged during the tough times in recent 
years?  

"Absolutely. Everyone deals with anxiety and depression in different 
manners and some people have it more severe than others, but when 
that stuff creeps in it can get difficult to love the game. But that's when 
you have to go back to your roots. I do believe we're in a very unique 
position where we get to play the game we love ... When you bring it 
back to the base, that this is the game you've been playing since you 
were little, and how much joy it's brought you, how many good 
experiences you've had, how much you've learned, I think that when you 
take that and appreciate that instead of looking at what you don't have, I 
think it becomes a lot more enjoyable."  

Would you be willing to start in the minors?  

"I'd be willing to start in the East Coast [League] ... I'm not entitled by any 
means. I don't think that I deserve anything here. For me, I'm happy to be 
a part of this organization in any way they need me, if they need me 
sharpening skates, if they need me taping sticks. Like, this place is so 
special and [not] everyone gets to experience that. This place is 
absolutely wonderful." 

Ho-Sang willing to do whatever it takes to stick with Leafs; lists 
Lamoriello as mentor 

Joshua Ho-Sang, who is at Maple Leafs training camp on a professional 
tryout, discusses his desire to stick with Toronto, and how he's willing to 
do whatever it takes to make that happen. Ho-Sang also talks about Lou 
Lamoriello being a mentor to him. 

 ---  

Lines at Thursday's practice:   

First group  

Ritchie-Brooks-Marner  

Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Nylander  

Robertson-Amadio-Spezza  

Gabriel-Douglas/Abramov-Gogolev 

Rielly-Dermott 

Dahlstrom-Holl 

Rubins-Menell 

Hellickson-Hollowell 

Campbell 

Mrazek 

Second group  

Bunting-Tavares-Ho-Sang 

Kase-Kämpf-Gusev 

Semyonov-Engvall-Anderson 

Seney-Der-Arguchintsev-Clune 

Muzzin-Liljegren 

Sandin-Brodie 

Kivihalme-Villenueve 

Král-Biega  

Hutchinson 

Woll 

Absent: Simmonds (personal) 

Injured: Matthews, Steeves 
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TSN.CA / Gaudreau stays silent on Flames future as training camp 
opens 

Calgary Flames star forward Johnny Gaudreau is a pending unrestricted 
free agent after the 2021-22 season but vows to focus on hockey and not 
contract negotiations this upcoming NHL campaign. Salim Valji has more 
from Calgary. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

The one topic that every Calgary Flames fan is thinking about as the 
2021-22 NHL season approaches is the same topic that likely won’t be 
addressed much in the coming months. 

On the first day of training camp at the Saddledome, star forward Johnny 
Gaudreau – a pending unrestricted free agent after the season – was 
asked about his future with the organization that drafted him in the fourth 
round (104th overall) in the 2011 Draft and with whom he is 10th in 
career points (494). 
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The 28-year-old winger, who had 19 goals and 30 assists in 56 games in 
the pandemic-shortened 2020-21 season, is going into the final year of a 
six-year, $40.5 million contract. 

“It’s between my agent and Tre [Flames general manager Brad 
Treliving],” Gaudreau said after Thursday’s practice. 

“I probably won’t answer many questions throughout the year about that.”  

Gaudreau’s agent Lewis Gross didn’t respond to questions from TSN 
when asked about contract talks with the Flames. 

Starts camp in familiar spot 

The five-time NHL All-Star opened camp in his familiar spot beside 
longtime linemate Sean Monahan, with Andrew Mangiapane on the right 
side. Mangiapane’s popularity grew after Canadians saw him dominate at 
the 2021 World Hockey Championship, earning a gold medal and 
tournament MVP honours following a 11-point performance. 

“Mang is a real smart player,” Monahan said.  

“I think this will be a huge year for him. He’s got the confidence, he can 
carry pucks, he protects pucks. He plays well [at] both ends of the puck 
and he’s fun to play with.” 

Instead of making the major trades that fans were clamouring for in the 
off-season, Treliving tinkered with the team’s depth while bringing in two-
time Stanley Cup champion Blake Coleman and former first-round pick 
Nikita Zadorov on the back end. 

Zadorov looks like he’ll get the first crack at former captain Mark 
Giordano’s old spot opposite veteran Chris Tanev. 

Meanwhile, Coleman started on a line with Elias Lindholm and Matthew 
Tkachuk. 

“Very fast, good shot,” Tkachuk said of his new teammate. 

“He put the puck in there a lot today. Obviously, I’ve watched him a lot 
the past couple of years as he’s won the past two Stanley Cups, so I’m 
very impressed with him. He looks good out there. The NHL keeps 
changing every few years it seems like, styles and stuff, and to have a 
guy who’s won in the last recent year, knows what it takes, has played in 
those big games, scored big goals, has played on a great team, knows 
how a great team should be, is a perfect guy to add to our locker room, I 
think.” 

“Blake is not going to change the way he plays,” Flames head coach 
Darryl Sutter said. “He’s a 200-foot guy…I think Matthew with those two 
guys will be a good fit…as this camp goes on, I really want to see if that’s 
something that works.” 

Zadorov, known more for his physicality than puck-moving skills, is the 
main addition to a young defence corps that includes 24-year-olds 
Rasmus Andersson and Noah Hanifin.  

“One of the biggest problems this team had with expectations last year 
was that there was a lot put on five either young [defencemen] or guys 
who hadn’t played in the NHL much,” Sutter said. “It’s not one guy 
[replacing Giordano]. It’s getting pairs together and seeing who can 
complement each other. That’s the biggest challenge, to be honest, that 
I’ll have during camp. It’s not the forwards…on defence, we’ve got to find 
the right pairs and see how it comes together.” 

The entire organization is banking on the new additions (Trevor Lewis, 
Brad Richardson, Tyler Pitlick, and Erik Gudbranson included), internal 
growth, the presence of fans in the arena, and closer-to-normal 
circumstances to propel them to the playoffs in what is shaping up to be 
a weak Pacific Division. The key to all that will be a full training camp 
under Sutter, who has firmly turned the page on last year. 

“Anything that’s got to do with last season, for me that’s not a season,” 
he said.  

As for the identity he wants the Flames to grab hold of this season, Sutter 
said an “honest, hardworking team” works for him. 
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TSN.CA / Mikheyev sidesteps trade request questions at Leafs camp 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Ilya Mikheyev may still be learning English, but he knows 
how to sidestep a question.  

The Maple Leafs’ Russian winger was asked Thursday to confirm reports 
that his agent, Dan Milstein, requested a trade from Toronto over the 
summer. Instead, Mikheyev chose to highlight the positives of his off-
season.  

“No, I just enjoyed time with my family,” Mikheyev said in response to the 
trade request inquiry. “I just got married.” 

When Leafs’ general manager Kyle Dubas was presented with the same 
question about Mikheyev on Wednesday, he would only say that “Ilya is 
on the team,” and that any further queries on a trade request should be 
made directly to Milstein. So far, Milstein hasn’t offered any public 
comments on the reports.  

When Mikheyev was pressed further on Thursday about whether he 
wants a bigger role in the Leafs’ lineup, the winger demurred again. 

“I'm looking forward to the upcoming season and working hard for the 
team,” he said. “And I hope we have a great season.” 

How does Mikheyev plan to help Toronto accomplish that? 

“Just work hard,” he said. “It’s easy.” 

Last season was anything but easy for Mikheyev. The 26-year-old 
struggled to find a rhythm throughout the year, producing just seven 
goals and 17 points in 54 games.  

That was down from Mikheyev’s rookie season in 2019-20, when he had 
23 points in 39 games before suffering a gruesome wrist injury in late 
December and missing the remainder of Toronto’s regular-season 
schedule.  

Part of the issue for Mikheyev last year was an inability to finish. His 
shooting percentage on the season was a lowly 6.5 per cent, the lowest 
among all Leafs’ forwards. Rather than let that get him down, Mikheyev is 
focused on the totality of his game.  

“Sometimes this happens,” Mikheyev said of his difficulties. “It’s life. We 
still work. Every forward wants to score goals - 50 goals, 25; doesn't 
matter. Sometimes you'll score, but you should always help the team.” 

Mikheyev has been a key contributor on Toronto’s penalty kill throughout 
his NHL tenure, averaging 1:35 per game shorthanded in 2020-21. With 
Zach Hyman departing for Edmonton as a free agent last summer, 
Mikheyev stands to see even more penalty-killing time in the coming 
year.  

This season could also be Mikheyev’s first chance to play a full 
complement of NHL games, and he’s prepared himself accordingly.  

“I work just on making more shots, more shooting practice, and, of 
course, the physical [side],” he said. “Because I haven't played an 82-
game season yet, I don't know what that [is like]. But I think I'm ready 
because I played two years here in the NHL and I know how this works. 
For me, now it's much easier.” 
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Mikheyev was slotted onto a line with William Nylander and Alex Kerfoot 
during Thursday’s first on-ice drills of training camp. Hyman’s departure 
has left a massive hole in Toronto’s lineup, and there’s opportunity for 
Mikheyev to potentially slide more permanently into a top-six role after 
playing mostly on the third line last season. 

How Mikheyev takes advantage of that chance is up to him. 

“He, like a lot of others, will get opportunities through this pre-season to 
do more," said head coach Sheldon Keefe on Wednesday. "I believe in 
Miky greatly. He's an extremely important player for us in the things that 
he does and if we can get him to add more to his game and take on more 
that's even better for us." 
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