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Who Hurricanes players say is headed for a breakout season, and why the coach disagrees  

By Chip Alexander  

Jaccob Slavin was the first to say it, and Jordan Martinook 
later had the same thought. 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ two alternate captains were asked 
Friday which Canes player might have a breakout season in 
2021-22. Both said forward Martin Necas. 

To which Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, with a slight smile, 
said, “Wouldn’t you say that was last year, as a breakout 
year?” 

Good point.  

Necas, 22, a 2017 first-round draft pick by Carolina, had 41 
points in 53 games in for the Canes in 2020-21, his second 
full NHL season. His 14 goals included three game-winners, 
two in overtime. He was dynamic at times. 

Necas is a blur on the ice. The Czech Republic native can 
accelerate quickly, leave players in his wake and can score 
some spectacular did-he-just-do-that kind of goals.  

“I feel like he gets faster every year and I don’t know how 
that happens, because he’s already so fast,” Martinook told 
the media Friday. “He’s going to go to new heights.” 

Brind’Amour, in the first two on-ice practices of training 
camp, has used Necas on the right wing on Sebastian Aho’s 
line opposite Nino Niederreiter.  

Jarvis battling minor injury 

Coming off a strong showing in a prospects showcase event 
hosted by Tampa Bay, forward Seth Jarvis was hoping for a 
carryover into the Canes’ training camp. 

Jarvis, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, has not been 
able to practice the first two days on the ice. Brind’Amour 
said Friday that Jarvis had “tweaked something,” adding it 

was “nothing major” although he might be out another couple 
of days. 

Keeping pace 

The Canes have done considerable skating in the first few 
days at PNC Arena, with Brind’Amour urging the players to 
push themselves and keep the pace high. 

Forward Teuvo Teravainen has labored at times to keep up 
with his skating group, and Brind’Amour was asked Friday if 
the guy they call “Turbo” was at 100 percent. 

“He’s one of those guys that, preseason and training camp, 
he’d probably vote to not have it,” Brind’Amour said. In other 
words, not a problem. No. 86 is a gamer. 

Having fun 

The first practice Friday had most of the young guys, but it 
was the veteran group that seemed to have the most fun. 
The group played a little scrimmage, pulling the nets in to the 
blue lines, and Brady Skjei’s goal to win for the Red team 
produced a playoff type celebration, Skjei mugged by 
teammates. 

“Today was great,” Brind’Amour said. “There was a lot of life 
today. I think again it’s just the guys getting more 
comfortable around each other. Work hard, have fun, that’s 
what it’s about.” 

Uniform update 

For those interested in the Canes’ unis this season, they’ll 
wear red in 22 home games, black in 18 and on Jan. 29 will 
wear the Whalers green jersey against New Jersey at PNC 
Arena.  

The Canes’ helmets will have a Lenovo decal this season. 
Lenovo is designated as the team’s “official helmet branding 
partner.”
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Category 5: Day 2 of Hurricanes training camp 

Ryan Suzuki, Jordan Martinook, Jaccob Slavin and Rod 
Brind'Amour spoke with the media Friday 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes flipped practices on Day 2 of training camp, 
running out the youthful Team Energy first followed by the 
more veteran-laden Team Attitude second. The team will 
practice again Saturday before an off day on Sunday. 

1. Ryan Suzuki has been a bit of a forgotten man when it 
comes to Hurricanes prospects. The combination of 
consecutive seasons during COVID-19 and a serious eye 
injury he suffered playing for the Barrie Colts nearly 23 
months ago has perhaps provided the 20-year-old with more 
development runway and patience than many first-round 
picks get. 

He spent last season with the AHL’s Chicago Wolves, 
finishing with five goals and five assists in 26 games. It was a 
step up in competition from the Ontario Hockey League, but 
one that Suzuki said helped him. 

“I think just playing against older guys and stronger guys all 
the time is way better for me and my development,” Suzuki 
said. “That’s one area of my game I want to work on is 
protecting the puck and holding onto it more, so what better 
way to do it than against a bigger guy? So it made my job a 
lot harder, but it is good for me in the end.” 

Off the ice, Suzuki got to watch older brother Nick advance 
to the Stanley Cup Final with the Canadiens, and he was 
able to attend one game in Montreal during the Canadiens’ 
run, against Vegas. 

The brothers were also out to dinner when word came down 
that Nick’s teammate Jesperi Kotkaniemi had signed an offer 
sheet with Carolina. 

“He likes KK and all the guys like him,” Ryan said of Nick. 
“But it’s a business, so I didn’t say too much about that.” 

2. Speaking of prospects, Seth Jarvis was held out of on-ice 
practice for the second straight day. 

“Seems like it could be a couple days, I think,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Nothing major, but he tweaked 
something.” 

Brind’Amour added that Jarvis didn’t notice anything wrong 
while playing in the prospects tournament in Tampa last 
week. 

“He said he didn’t feel it there,” Brind’Amour added. “But he 
just walked out on the ice and something didn’t feel right. So, 

obviously, you’re not gonna push anybody at this time of 
year, so we’ll let that heal up.” 

Jarvis is undoubtedly Carolina’s top prospect, and if anyone 
is going to force his way onto the opening night roster, it’s 
probably No. 24. If he doesn’t make the NHL club, he’ll have 
to head back to his junior team since he’s not yet old enough 
to play in the AHL. 

One small thing to add: 2020 seventh-round pick Ronan 
Seeley signed his entry-level contract Friday afternoon. The 
6-foot-1 defenseman had 17 points in 23 games with the 
WHL’s Everett Silvertips last season, and he has just 14 
PIMs in 138 career junior games. 

3. Jordan Martinook reiterated after practice how Carolina 
was the only place he wanted to play and how important it 
was for him to get a new three-year contract. 

“I have a family. Both my kids have been born here,” he said. 
“And I think once you get into, I hate to say, the latter part of 
your career … it’s definitely nice to have that security.” 

Brind’Amour mentioned how Martinook has played a big role 
is welcoming the team’s new players this preseason, and 
that includes two former Coyotes teammates. 

Martinook played one season with goalie Antti Raanta in 
Arizona, in 2017-18, and it was the Finnish goalie’s best: 21-
17-6 with a 2.24 goals-against average and .930 save 
percentage. 

“I feel like that when he was playing that year in Arizona, 
he’d kind of surprise you every game with some of the saves 
he’d make,” Martinook said. 

He also praised Raanta easy-going demeanor. 

“I just love when a goalie is calm,” Martinook said. “And you 
guys have talked to him. He’s smiling all the time. And then 
in the net, he’s always just calm and doesn’t get too worked 
up. He’s just out there, does this thing. Yeah, he can be a 
game-changer.” 

4. The other former Coyotes teammate is defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo. DeAngelo’s signing caused a stir this offseason 
because of his tumultuous exit from his last team, the 
Rangers, troubles in junior hockey, and his outspoken 
political and cultural views. 

Martinook said DeAngelo gets a fresh start in Raleigh. 

“When he signed, we had just a conversation,” Martinook 
said. “I just said, ‘The past is the past. We’re not going to 
bring it up.’ (The media) might bring it up, but we’re not 
bringing it up in the room.’ 
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“He’s here to help us. He’s a very good player. He’s dynamic 
offensively and, obviously, we lost Dougie (Hamilton). And I 
love that we got Tony because he can kind of do a lot of 
things that Dougie did. And he wants to prove it. 

“I feel like when you’re kind of up against it, to be pushed up 
against the wall, that’s kind of where you see a lot of 
character come out of guys. And for the 2½ weeks I’ve been 
here, his head’s been down, he’s working hard and he’s 
showing off what he does that makes him a really good 
player, which is exciting to see.” 

5. Both Jaccob Slavin and Martinook were asked who they 
predicted would be a breakout player this year. Both gave 
the same answer. 

“I think Nechy continues to just get better and better,” Slavin 
said of Martin Necas. “Obviously, he had a great year last 
year, and you might be able to consider last year a breakout 

year for him. But I think he’s just going to continue to get 
better.” 

In his second NHL season, Necas had 14 goals and 41 
points in 53 games, and the 22-year-old had a few highlight-
reel plays that showed off his elite skating. 

And it was that which Martinook mentioned in also picking 
Necas. 

“I feel like he gets faster every year, and I don’t know how 
that happens because he’s so fast,” he said. 

Brind’Amour didn’t want to play any favorites when asked the 
same question, but when told two of his players mentioned 
Necas he, like Slavin and Martinook, pointed to last year as 
being a breakout season for No. 88. That said, he knows 
there’s another step for Necas to take — along with 
everyone else. 

“We expect everyone to be a little bit better,” he said.

 

 

 

Hurricanes Uniform Schedule for the 2021-22 Season 

Canes to wear four uniforms in upcoming season 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes will wear four 
different uniform sets for the 2021-22 season, the first 82-
game campaign since 2018-2019. 

For the third straight season, the Carolina Hurricanes' road 
white uniforms will be the team's most popular set, while the 
team will rotate through three jerseys at home in the 2021-22 
regular season. 

The Hurricanes will wear their white jerseys for all 41 of their 
road games. The 41-game home schedule will feature the 
standard home red sweaters, the black third jerseys, and the 
team will reprise its green Whalers kits for one contest on 
January 29. The black jerseys will be worn for every home 
Friday and Sunday contest, and the Saturday, Dec. 18 
matchup with Los Angeles and the Thursday, March 24 
contest against Dallas, both at PNC Arena. 

In total, here is the Hurricanes uniform breakdown for the 
2021-22 regular season: 

 White: 41 games 

 Red: 22 games 

 Black: 18 games 

 Green: 1 game 

The Canes' helmets will have a new look to them for the 
2021-22 season, as well. The team introduced Lenovo as its 
official helmet branding partner. A decal featuring a Lenovo 
logo will be positioned on the left and right sides of each of 
the four helmets, while Canes branding will be featured on 
the back bottom left.
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2022 Olympic Hockey Roster Prediction: Germany 

Germany likely won't go for another medal in 2022, but they 
do have the opportunity to surprise thanks to the likes of 
Stutzle, Grubauer and Draisaitl. 

By Steven Ellis 

The 2018 Winter Olympics was a special tournament for 
Germany. 

So close, yet so far. After knocking off Canada in the 
semifinal, Germany found themselves within a goal of 
shocking the dominant Russians in the championship game. 
Despite the loss, the silver was the best the team had ever 
achieved in Olympic competition and the start of a bright 
future. 

Since then, many top prospects have come through the 
German junior system, most notably Tim Stutzle. Germany's 
U-20 team is in the top World Junior Championship 
tournament this coming year Germany also finished fourth at 
the most recent World Championship, the team's first final-
four spot since 2010 when the Germans played host to the 
tournament. Overall, things are looking up for the country's 
national team as a whole. 

But the 2022 Olympics are going to be a struggle. The 
Germans can't use the 2018 tournament as an example as 
to why they'll contend in 2022 because that tournament 
wasn't best-on-best. So the fact they'll be placed in a group 
with Canada and USA means their best shot at a victory 
should come against China. 

Still, there's hope. Here's a look at how the roster could 
shape up: 

Each team is permitted a roster of 22 skaters (14 forwards, 
eight defensemen) and 3 goaltenders. 

Forwards 

Dominik Kahun - Leon Draisaitl - Dominik Bokk 
Frederik Tiffels - Tim Stutzle - Tom Kuhnhackl 
Mattias Plachta - Nico Sturm - Tobias Rieder 
Noebels-Macek - Lukas Reichel 
JJ Peterka, Michaelis 

The obvious offensive beacons for this team will be Draisaitl 
and Stutzle. Draistail is a top player in the NHL, but you 
know that already. Stutzle has always been the top player 
internationally when representing his country and with some 
more NHL experience under his belt, he'll be at a prime spot 
in his game once the tournament begins. 

After that? The club has some solid depth options.  Kahun 
has never become a high-scoring NHLer, but he and 
Draisaitl have chemistry dating back to before their World 

Junior Championship days. Bokk, a winger in the Carolina 
Hurricanes organization, is just starting to come into his own 
after a strong rookie campaign in the AHL and impressed in 
limited men's national team activity during the 2018-19 
season. The Olympics will be one of the biggest challenges 
of his young career, but he's ready. 

Fellow NHL prospects Reichel and Peterka are still early in 
their careers and likely won't play big roles. But players like 
Kuhnhackl, Plachta and Tiffels, three of the better non-NHL 
affiliated players in the German system, will do a lot of the 
secondary scoring.  

Defensemen 

Korbinian Holzer - Moritz Seider 
Marcel Brandt - Leon Gawanke 
Marco Nowak - Jonas Muller 
Yannic Seidenberg, Fabio Wagner  

This is where the concerns start creeping in. Seider is an 
obvious plus for this team and should carry heavy minutes 
after being the top defensemen at the World Championship 
and in SHL action last year. But after that? It gets a bit ugly. 
Holzer is a guy with NHL experience and looked good at the 
recent World Championship, but does he have the pace to 
slow down the top guys on Canada and USA? 

From there, the lineup is mainly filled with veterans, but not 
many that will instill confidence against faster, stronger 
teams. Gawanke, a Winnipeg Jets prospect, will be worth 
watching, though. At 22, he's still rather young, but he moves 
well and has a quick wrister to generate offense. Veterans 
Muller and Seidenberg can add experience anywhere in the 
lineup, but this position, as a whole, is Germany's weakest.  

Goalies 

Philipp Grubauer, Mathias Niederberger, Felix Bruckmann 

Grubauer was one of the top goaltenders in the NHL last 
season and should get a hefty role as Seattle's first-ever 
starter. Grubauer has shined in various international 
tournaments and his near-perfect play is one of the main 
reasons why Germany even made it to the 2018 tournament 
in the first place. He's the undisputed No. 1 for Germany and 
at 29 years old, he should get another chance in 2026, too. 

You might notice the admission of Thomas Greiss. Greiss 
hasn't played with Germany since 2017 and the current 
management told German news outlets earlier this year that 
Greiss is not welcome after social media activity showed him 
sharing far-right content.  

So, the other two spots will go to loyal men of the national 
team program. Niederberger has his fair share of 
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tremendous big-game moments with the Germans and 
Bruckman has spent years as a reliable backup. 
Niederberger likely will get the start against China, with 
Grubauer going the rest of the way. 

If any position is going to steal a game for the Germans, it's 
the crease. For the first time since Olaf Kozlig's tenure with 
the national team, Germany has a top-five goaltender in the 
tournament capable of winning important games.

 

 

 

Five questions facing the Hurricanes in training camp  

With so many new faces, the Hurricanes have some key 
roles to sort out ahead of opening night.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Coming off a season that saw the team win its first division 
title since 2006 but fall short in the postseason, the Carolina 
Hurricanes made a number of changes this offseason with 
the hopes of taking the next step. 

As training camp begins, the team is looking to find roles and 
fits for as many as nine new faces on the opening night 
roster. There a number of key questions that need to be 
answered in training camp, let’s take a look at five of them: 

1. How will the goaltending shake out?  

The crease is the area that saw the biggest change for the 
Hurricanes from last year - because it’s entirely different. 
Gone are Petr Mrazek, James Reimer and Calder Trophy 
Finalist Alex Nedeljkovic. In are Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta, both signed to two-year deals on the first day of free 
agency.  

The Hurricanes are banking on getting at least as good or 
better goaltending than they got last year from Nedeljkovic 
and Mrazek from a pair of players who bring the promise of 
past performances, but have struggled with injuries and 
inconsistent play in recent years.  

Both players enter camp with a clean slate as the Hurricanes 
look to sort out their crease picture - will one emerge as the 
clear number one or will it be more of a tandem? And what 
kind of performance can the team get out of each netminder?  

The answer to this question will be the most important in 
determining what this team can accomplish this year.  

2. How will they sort out the defensive pairs?  

The blue line also saw a major makeover. Dougie Hamilton, 
who finished fourth in Norris Trophy voting, left for a big free 
agency deal in New Jersey. Jani Hakanpaa also left as a 
UFA, and Jake Bean was traded to Columbus. Jake 
Gardiner will have hip and back surgery and won’t be in the 
picture as he goes on long-term injured reserve.  

The Hurricanes brought in Ethan Bear via trade and signed 
Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole and Brendan Smith in free agency.  

On day one of camp, the Hurricanes had Bear, who brings 
plenty of promise as a 24-year-old defenseman with Jaccob 
Slavin on the top pairing, with last year’s pairing of Brett 
Pesce and Brady Skjei reunited and Cole and DeAngelo 
making up the third pair. In theory, that brings good balance 
with an offensive and defensive-minded player on each 
pairing.  

It’ll be interesting to see if the Canes stick to those pairings, 
and finding good chemistry on the blue line ahead of the 
season opener on Oct. 14 will be important.  

3. Who’s quarterbacking the power play?  

A huge part of the Hurricanes’ success last season was a 
power play that finished second in the league in the regular 
season. Hamilton was a huge part of that, with 18 power-play 
points on the season. With him and Bean gone and Gardiner 
out of the picture, the team needs two power-play 
quarterbacks.  

The favorite to quarterback the first unit is DeAngelo - that’s 
likely the primary reason the Hurricanes signed him. He’s 
certainly capable, as he had 53 points in 68 games, 19 of 
which came on the power play, for the New York Rangers 
during the 2019-20 season. He’s coming off a season in 
which he played just six games before being waived 
following an altercation with a teammate, however, so the 
Hurricanes are banking a lot on a player who’s essentially 
coming off a year of not playing.  

DeAngelo has the ability to do it, but that ability panning out 
will be very important to the Hurricanes’ season.  

As far as the second unit goes, there’s not really a proven 
option. It could be Bear, who has offensive upside, but never 
played much on the power play in Edmonton. Slavin and 
Pesce both have underrated offensive games, but they don’t 
really have the skillset to quarterback a power play. Skjei 
could also be an option.  

The second power play QB is one of the more interesting 
subplots of camp, as it’s a question without much in the way 
of a clear answer.  

4. Where does Jesperi Kotkaniemi fit?  

One of the most interesting moves the Canes made came 
shortly before camp, as they executed the second successful 
offer sheet of the NHL’s salary cap era by bringing in RFA 
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forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi from the Montreal Canadiens on 
a one-year, $6.1 million cap hit.  

The Hurricanes are banking on him displaying the promise 
he showed before he was drafted third overall after things 
didn’t go as he’d hoped in Montreal. He came into the league 
as a center, but the Hurricanes will start him on the wing - 
likely left wing. On the first day of camp, he skated with 
Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen.  

Finding the right fit and getting the most out of Kotkaniemi 
will be very important if the Hurricanes want this to be a long-
term relationship. If they can turn the 21-year-old Finn into a 
quality top-six forward, it could raise the ceiling of this 
forward group considerably.  

5. Will a rookie emerge?  

The answer to this question is most likely “no” with so much 
NHL depth in camp, but it’s possible. Seth Jarvis, the 13th 
overall pick in the 2020 draft, is coming off a great 

performance in the team’s prospects showcase, and will 
have to make the team if he wants to avoid going back to 
junior for another year.  

Jack Drury, Ryan Suzuki and Jamieson Rees could all also 
be possibilities. This is unlikely with so many jobs already 
spoken for, and a player would have to really blow the doors 
off in camp to make the team.  

But it’s happened before, and it’s possible. And Brind’Amour 
has said they’ll have the opportunity. 

“Anybody has a chance,” Brind’Amour said. “If they are 
better than the players that we have here, then they’re going 
to be here. That’s just how it is.” 

At the end of the day, “anybody has a chance” is what 
training camp is all about. If the Hurricanes can answer at 
least the first four questions on this list satisfactorily, they 
should be set up for another strong season.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254499352.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/09/category-5-day-2-of-hurricanes-training-camp/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/hurricanes-uniform-schedule-for-2021-22-season/c-326307144 
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/2022-olympic-hockey-roster-prediction-germany 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/24/22691458/carolina-hurricanes-goalies-frederik-andersen-antti-raanta-jesperi-kotkaniemi-tony-deangelo 
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Who Hurricanes players say is headed for a breakout season, and why 
the coach disagrees 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Jaccob Slavin was the first to say it, and Jordan Martinook later had the 
same thought. 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ two alternate captains were asked Friday which 
Canes player might have a breakout season in 2021-22. Both said 
forward Martin Necas. 

To which Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, with a slight smile, said, 
“Wouldn’t you say that was last year, as a breakout year?” 

Good point. 

Necas, 22, a 2017 first-round draft pick by Carolina, had 41 points in 53 
games in for the Canes in 2020-21, his second full NHL season. His 14 
goals included three game-winners, two in overtime. He was dynamic at 
times. 

Necas is a blur on the ice. The Czech Republic native can accelerate 
quickly, leave players in his wake and can score some spectacular did-
he-just-do-that kind of goals. 

“I feel like he gets faster every year and I don’t know how that happens, 
because he’s already so fast,” Martinook told the media Friday. “He’s 
going to go to new heights.” 

Brind’Amour, in the first two on-ice practices of training camp, has used 
Necas on the right wing on Sebastian Aho’s line opposite Nino 
Niederreiter. 

Jarvis battling minor injury 

Coming off a strong showing in a prospects showcase event hosted by 
Tampa Bay, forward Seth Jarvis was hoping for a carryover into the 
Canes’ training camp. 

Jarvis, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, has not been able to 
practice the first two days on the ice. Brind’Amour said Friday that Jarvis 
had “tweaked something,” adding it was “nothing major” although he 
might be out another couple of days. 

Keeping pace 

The Canes have done considerable skating in the first few days at PNC 
Arena, with Brind’Amour urging the players to push themselves and keep 
the pace high. 

Forward Teuvo Teravainen has labored at times to keep up with his 
skating group, and Brind’Amour was asked Friday if the guy they call 
“Turbo” was at 100 percent. 

“He’s one of those guys that, preseason and training camp, he’d probably 
vote to not have it,” Brind’Amour said. In other words, not a problem. No. 
86 is a gamer. 

Having fun 

The first practice Friday had most of the young guys, but it was the 
veteran group that seemed to have the most fun. The group played a 
little scrimmage, pulling the nets in to the blue lines, and Brady Skjei’s 
goal to win for the Red team produced a playoff type celebration, Skjei 
mugged by teammates. 

“Today was great,” Brind’Amour said. “There was a lot of life today. I 
think again it’s just the guys getting more comfortable around each other. 
Work hard, have fun, that’s what it’s about.” 

Uniform update 

For those interested in the Canes’ unis this season, they’ll wear red in 22 
home games, black in 18 and on Jan. 29 will wear the Whalers green 
jersey against New Jersey at PNC Arena. 

The Canes’ helmets will have a Lenovo decal this season. Lenovo is 
designated as the team’s “official helmet branding partner.” 
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A leaner and meaner Pat Maroon? 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

 

BRANDON — The last time Lightning fans saw forward Pat Maroon, he 
was chugging beers at the team’s rain-halted Stanley Cup title 
celebration in July. 

Since then, he took the Cup to his hometown of St. Louis. (“Just another 
Cup day,” joked Maroon, who has been part of the past three Cup-
winning teams.) But he also spent his short offseason getting trimmer. 

A noticeably leaner Maroon made his first media appearance of the 
season on Friday. He said eating better and a renewed dedication to the 
gym allowed him to report to training camp in better shape. 

“I just tried to get into shape, just tried to work hard this summer,” Maroon 
said. “It wasn’t about losing the pounds. It’s just trying to be leaner and 
taking care of myself a little more. I came to the gym a little more. My 
trainer did a good job. We got back to the old routine of my St Louis and 
Edmonton days. Just the last few years with COVID and the short 
offseason, it was kind of hard to get into the gym.” 

Filling the PK 
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The losses of Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow not 
only force the Lightning to rebuild their third line, but also their penalty kill 
unit. 

Coleman and Goodrow were the forwards on the team’s top unit, and 
Gourde was part of the second group. 

Free-agent acquisition Pierre-Edouard Bellemare should fill one of those 
spots — the former Avalanche forward can take faceoffs — and coach 
Jon Cooper said Friday that Ross Colton and Mathieu Joseph also could 
see time on the penalty kill, along with Anthony Cirelli and Alex Killorn. 

Both Colton and Joseph already figure to play more minutes as part of 
the team’s new third line. 

“We’ve got a group of guys in there that can step up,” Cooper said. “I 
think after watching those guys and how they performed over the years, 
our guys are better for it and they are coming in to take those spots.” 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 09.25.2021 
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On first day of camp, Lightning gets back to the grind (line) 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

BRANDON — As the Lightning took the ice for their first practice of 
training camp Thursday morning at TGH Ice Plex, some notable faces 
were missing. 

Most of the group that had its names etched on the Stanley Cup twice 
during the past year remains intact. But there’s a huge void the Lightning 
has to fill. 

Center Yanni Gourde is in Seattle, selected by the Kraken in the 
expansion draft. Wing Barclay Goodrow was traded to the Rangers. Wing 
Blake Coleman found free-agent riches with the Flames. 

Their departures mean the Lightning has to rebuild their third line, a 
group that in many ways set the tone for the kind of resilient, responsible 
championship hockey Tampa Bay played the past two postseasons. A 
line nicknamed the “grind line,” it evolved into the Lightning’s identity line. 

But just one scrimmage into training camp, coach Jon Cooper gushed 
about the team assembled for him that will try to win a straight Cup, 
something that hasn’t been done in the salary cap era. 

“Just watching that scrimmage, I like this mix that we have right here,” 
Cooper said. “Having some turnover on a team is not a bad thing. And I’ll 
never forget what that group of players did for two years, but our core’s 
still intact, and we’re surrounding them with some hungry, hungry 
players. 

“It’s just going to be different. And we’re looking for the same result. We 
just have to do it in different ways, and guys have their roles.” 

With nearly three weeks until the season opener Oct. 12, a lot can 
happen. But Thursday’s third line of Ross Colton, Mathieu Joseph and 
veteran newcomer Corey Perry made a strong first impression. 

Brayden Point (21), left, skates off as Mathieu Joseph (7) celebrates his 
goal along with Ross Colton (79) during a scrimmage on the opening day 
of Lightning training camp Thursday at TGH Ice Plex in Brandon. [ DIRK 
SHADD | Times ] 

“We had good chemistry right from the start,” said Colton, who centered 
the line. “It was awesome. We had a couple goals there, had a couple 
fun (celebrations). But it was fun to just get a little chemistry going there.” 

The trio played quickly, and Joseph scored two goals. 

“A lot of speed, a lot of skill, and guys that work hard and are not afraid to 
go to the dirty areas,” said forward Brayden Point. “I thought they were 
great. They got a couple (goals) against our line. 

“We’ll see how everything shakes out. It’s only Day One, and I’m sure 
lines will move around and what not, but they look good.” 

Colton and Joseph spent time last season on the fourth line along with 
veteran Pat Maroon, and they came up together through AHL Syracuse. 
Add Perry, a 16-year veteran who Cooper said brings “instant chemistry” 
on and off the ice, and the Lightning have the makings of a nice 
grouping. 

“I kind of know what to expect with (Joseph),” Colton said. “He’s such a 
great player. He flies around the ice. He creates chances out of nothing 
just with his speed and his quickness. He’s got great hands, great shot. 

“And then you throw a great guy in like Corey Perry, and he just wins for 
a reason. He knows where to be on the ice. He’s got a great shot and 
gets to the dirty areas, kind of similar to Patty Maroon last year with what 
the three of us had going on.” 

If Thursday’s third line stays together, Colton hopes it can duplicate what 
the Gourde line did last season. 

“They brought energy every night, and that’s I think what we’re going to 
try to model after,” he said. “If guys don’t have their legs, we’re going to 
have to bring that spark, get pucks deep, get behind their (defense) and 
be physical when you have to be, but at the same time kind of be 
responsible on our own end. Take care of that first and then the offense 
will come after.” 
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‘He’s a name now’: How life has changed for Lightning’s Ross Colton 
after Cup-clinching goal 

 

By Joe Smith Sep 24, 2021  

 

It didn’t take long every morning this summer for Ross Colton to see how 
his life has changed. 

Five days a week, Colton drove his 2015 Lexus for approximately an 
hour to ProSkate Ice Arena in South New Brunswick, N.J. He’d do his 
usual workouts with trainer and former youth coach Chris Barcless. This 
time last year, the relatively unknown rookie skated without a crowd. 

Not anymore. 

The 25-year-old Colton lost any anonymity after scoring the Stanley Cup-
winning goal for the Lightning after an impressive rookie season. He then 
brought hockey’s holy grail to his hometown of Robbinsville, N.J., where 
he’s become a local hero. “Ross the Boss” shirts were printed, and worn, 
on his Cup Day. So when Colton did his on-ice workouts with Barcless 
and several other pro players, he had an audience: young campers who 
were ready to take the ice after he was done at 9 a.m. 

“It’s definitely fun. You’d get off the ice and get swarmed,” Colton said. “I 
look at them and I see my name on their jerseys and they want me to 
sign it. It’s really cool to see the love and support I get. 

“We always joke about it. Before, we’d skate at 6 a.m. and there wasn’t a 
soul watching us. Now we get a crowd, where I’m missing passes and 
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they’re banging the glass. If I miss the net, they’re hooting, hollering. 
There’s more pressure in these skates. People are actually watching you. 
But it’s awesome.” 

Barcless said Colton embraced it, sticking around to sign autographs or 
pose for selfies with the kids. He’d even pop on the ice with the campers. 
The 6-foot-center wasn’t trying to sneak out the back door. Part of it is 
that Colton hasn’t forgotten where he came from. He was those kids just 
over a decade ago. Now he just happens to be a Stanley Cup champion, 
and a millionaire, thanks to a two-year, $2.3 million contract he signed 
over the summer. 

“He’s a name now,” said Scott Bertoli, Colton’s high school coach. 

But those friends and family who know Colton best say that he’s still the 
same “humble Ross.” He’s the same former fourth-round pick who, this 
time last year, not many people in the league knew much about. Not 
even his Lightning teammates. Colton did what he usually does in the 
summer, hang out at the Jersey Shore with his buddies, going fishing 
and relaxing on the boat. He shared an apartment with his older brother 
Rob. 

And Colton spent approximately three hours per day commuting in that 
“old” Lexus to the rink, then the gym and back, knowing he still had a lot 
of work to do and plenty to prove. 

Colton started Thursday’s first day of Lightning training camp in Yanni 
Gourde’s old spot, centering a rebuilt third line with Mathieu Joseph and 
veteran Corey Perry. But Colton still has just 53 NHL games under his 
belt, including the playoffs. This is just the beginning. 

“I get to call myself a Stanley Cup champion,” Colton said. “Other than 
that, I wouldn’t say my life has changed too much. I still approach every 
day the same. I woke up and drove all over creation to get better. I feel 
like I have so much to prove. I don’t want to dwell on last year. That was 
great, and it’ll be tough to top. 

“But I didn’t feel like I was riding that high for too long. It was, ‘OK, let’s 
get back to work.'” 

The night the Lightning won the Cup is a blur to Colton. 

He’ll never forget the biggest goal of his life, of course, which came in the 
second period of Game 5 against the Canadiens. He did what Barcless 
has told him since he was 10: drive the net. Colton crashed the crease, 
put his stick down, and re-directed a pass from defenseman David 
Savard into the net. “A dream come true,” Colton said. One of Colton’s 
sticks was sent to the Hockey Hall of Fame after that. 

Colton’s first call from the celebration on the Amalie Arena ice was to his 
mother, who was sick and couldn’t make it to Tampa. They talked on 
FaceTime, with mom crying. He poured champagne into the Cup and 
had his brother and father, both named Rob, drink from it. 

“Seeing them drink from the Cup, it all felt so real,” Colton said. “Here 
they were, in the locker room, drinking from the Cup and having fun and 
partying. It all came full circle. All that hard work from when I was 4 years 
old, dreaming to play in the NHL. To go through three high schools in 
four years, then college, Syracuse, battling to make the team. It really all 
did pay off. To share that with them was unbelievable.” 

Colton’s family joined him for the boat parade on the Hillsborough River, 
where he posed for photos, sprayed fans with champagne and beers and 
watched his iPhone get soaked and broken in the process. The Lightning 
told Colton the next day that he’d be the first player to get his Cup Day, 
which would be three days later. 

“I was like, ‘Wow,'” he said. 

His parents helped do the planning for what turned into a perfect day. 
Colton brought the Cup to Ice Land, where he had played youth hockey 
and trained. There was a line wrapped around the building for the two-
hour visit. He took it to Jo Jo’s Tavern, one of his favorite pizza spots. 
Robbinsville Mayor Dave Fried labeled it “Ross Colton Day.” 

That night at LBI (Long Beach Island) Hotel, it got a little more emotional. 
There was a party on the rooftop, which overlooked the water. Colton 
stepped to the mic, thanking his family and community. He talked about 
all the world-class players he got to play with, and how he was a sponge. 

Then each of Colton’s coaches, Barcless, Bertoli and Mark Carlson 
(USHL Cedar Rapids), gave a speech. 

“Every kid dreams to play in the NHL,” Barcless said. “Every kid wants to 
win the Stanley Cup and score the game-winning goal. Ross, you did it 
all in your first year. You exceeded everyone’s hockey dream.” 

Ross Colton with Chris Barcless, Scott Bertoli and Mark Carlson. 
(Courtesy of Chris Barcless) 

Bertoli, who coached Colton at Princeton Day School, joked that when 
Ross and Rob came to the school, Rob was the more productive player 
and how that “changed pretty quickly.” He re-told the story of when 
Colton forgot his skates for a game in Pottstown, Penn, then borrowed a 
pair from the opposing team’s JV team and went on to score a hat trick. 

“In the handshake line, my buddy said, ‘Son of a bitch, I told you he’d 
score a hat trick,’” Bertoli recalled. “Every time I see him, we laugh about 
it. He was the first one to text me after a goal in these playoffs. 

“The kid is still doing it.” 

Colton used to watch Bertoli play for Princeton, where he was teammates 
with current assistant coach Jeff Halpern. When Bertoli and Halpern talk 
about Colton, they call him “the kid.” Now, Bertoli was posing for a photo 
with the Cup with Colton and the other coaches who impacted him along 
the way. 

“Watching him drink from the Cup in front of us, it was a pretty big 
moment for me,” Bertoli said. “I played the game and understand how 
hard it is to win that Cup, so to get that level and knowing the work he put 
in, how he burst on the scene. To see him have that moment, it was 
every kid’s dream, it was my dream, to see him do it, it was pretty 
special.” 

Colton’s brother, Rob, thought it finally sunk in with them a few days later 
when they were in their shared apartment watching TV on their couch. 
ESPN’s “Quest for the Cup” series was on, and they were glued to the 
flat screen re-watching and re-living moments. That included Colton’s 
Cup-clincher. 

Rob said his brother turned to him and said, “I still can’t believe this all 
happened.” 

Rob and Ross Colton. (Courtesy of Rob Colton) 

Colton said memories flooded in, such as when the Lightning were down 
4-2 in a game against Carolina in the second round of the playoffs and 
captain Steven Stamkos called the group over on the bench and told 
them, ‘Play our game, we’re right in this. It’ll come.’ And the players-only 
meeting in the Islanders series, in which veterans like Stamkos and Ryan 
McDonagh told them, ‘Don’t try to do too much. Play for the guy across 
from you.” 

“It was pretty cool to see so many moments, think of all the fun we had,” 
Colton said. “It went by so fast. I loved going back, looking at the 
pictures, watching ‘Quest for the Cup.’ You take a step back and realize 
that, when you’re in the heat of the moment, it feels like a blur. But I’d re-
watch moments and say, ‘Wow, I forgot that. I remember that.'” 

Colton will always remember Gourde. 

As a rookie last season, he’d pay attention to how Gourde would almost 
always be on the ice. It didn’t matter if it was an optional skate or not, 
Gourde was the first guy on and the last guy off. “It goes to show the kind 
of player and person he is,” Colton said. “It builds that mindset that you 
always try to go that extra mile.” 

It’s fitting because, when Colton was with AHL Syracuse, coach Ben 
Groulx told Colton to model his game after Gourde. Groulx told Colton 
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that Gourde was “never the most talented guy, but always the hardest 
worker.” 

“I was watching him, and trying to be like him,” Colton said. 

Like Gourde, who scored six goals in his first, big 20-game call-up in 
2016, Colton was a revelation as a rookie. Colton scored on the second 
shift of his NHL debut and totaled nine goals in 30 regular-season 
games. Coach Jon Cooper brought up Gourde when discussing Colton 
on Thursday’s first day of camp. He reminded reporters that, while 
Gourde came in on fire, he eventually hit a scoring slump, and that 
everyone should expect some ups and downs from Colton. 

“But there’s a reason he is where he is,” Colton said. 

In talking with Colton over the phone a few weeks ago, after one of his 
three-hour-commute workout days, the story came up about how 
Gourde, coming off his six-goal call-up, signed his first one-way contract, 
for two years and $2 million. He had been undrafted, undersized, going 
from playing in the “Cow Palace” to the NHL. But during the next training 
camp, Gourde stayed in a downtown Tampa hotel instead of renting an 
apartment. Why? “I don’t want to sit on this contract,” Gourde said. 

Colton feels the same. His contract situation this summer might have 
made some Lightning fans nervous, as he filed for arbitration before 
signing at a $1.125 million AAV. But Colton said “I always knew I was 
going to come back. It was a matter of figuring it out. I didn’t want to go 
anywhere. This is the best place to play in the NHL.” 

Colton found an apartment in Tampa, but other than planning to upgrade 
the 2015 Lexus, he said he wasn’t doing much splurging. Or getting 
ahead of himself. 

“He’s still motivated,” said his brother, Rob. “He’s had to prove himself at 
every level. He’s one of the hardest-working people I know. He showed 
up at camp last year wanting to prove to coaches that he could contribute 
every day in the lineup. And I don’t think he’ll change that. He’s only 
played like 30 games in the NHL and then the playoffs. When you think 
about it, he hasn’t played a whole season.” 

Colton is expected to earn a bigger role this season. He opened camp by 
centering the former Gourde line with Joseph and Perry, and they were 
terrific, including scoring two goals in the first scrimmage. “A lot of speed, 
a lot of skill, and guys that work hard and are not afraid to go to the dirty 
areas,” said star center Brayden Point. “I thought they were great. They 
got a couple against our line, and I thought they played well. We’ll see 
how everything shakes out. it’s only day one, and I’m sure lines will move 
around and whatnot, but yeah, they look good.” 

Stamkos said Colton is an example for other young prospects, showing 
them “what’s possible.” And Colton has already told former AHL 
teammates like Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk, both of whom have 
a shot to make this year’s opening night roster, “You’re so close. You can 
do it.” 

After all, Colton did. 

“It’s like it’s all come full circle,” Colton said. “I remember sitting on my 
couch when (the Lightning) won the Cup the year before. I was super 
excited for the organization and proud to be part of it. But it gave me 
motivation. I wanted to help the team win and I wished I was there. It 
gave me more determination. To have a ‘Ross Colton Day’ a year later, 
it’s just awesome. I can’t believe it.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Roberto Luongo and Ryan Miller prepare for 
Olympic rematch, this time in suits 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Sep 24, 2021 9  

 

Ryan Miller was tournament MVP and came within a whisker of writing 
an unforgettable tale. 

Roberto Luongo replaced the NHL’s all-time winningest netminder 
midway through the tourney and delivered under the most pressure-
packed conditions on home ice. 

Nearly 12 years later, the two duelling netminders from the 2010 Olympic 
men’s gold medal game are Olympic-bound again as part of their 
country’s brain trust, a neat wrinkle tying both former NHL stars together 
for another Games. 

And do not for a moment understate what it means for each guy to be 
part of this again. 

“The call from Team Canada last year was an unbelievable moment for 
me,” Luongo said. “It was out of the blue.’’ 

Luongo got the call from Team Canada GM Doug Armstrong last fall to 
be an assistant GM just one year after retiring as an NHL goalie. 

“To be already involved in management for the Olympics … I remember 
going into the kitchen, I told my wife and started crying,” Luongo said. 
“Because it was such a surreal moment for me to have that opportunity 
so quickly in my after-career.’’ 

For Miller, the opportunity arose out of initial conversations with USA 
Hockey executive John Vanbiesbrouck. Miller at first wanted to pick 
Vanbiesbrouck’s brain about potentially doing some things for USA 
Hockey, giving back while also learning the ropes. 

“I explained some of the goals I had and some of the things I could 
contribute,’’ Miller said. 

Next thing you know, Vanbiesbrouck approached the Olympic 
management and coaching group about bringing Miller on, obviously 
primarily to help on the goaltending side. 

Team USA’s management and coaches met in Pittsburgh last month and 
Miller was able to take part, an experience he cherished. 

“It was great to be behind the scenes, talking about systems and rosters 
and stuff like that,’’ Miller said. “Just watching how that plays out. It was 
cool to be part of that. Being able to contribute and having ideas. Being 
part of the conversation.’’ 

As Miller said, he has the unique factor that he was still an active NHLer 
last season so his vantage point is fresh. Not to mention he played in two 
Olympics. 

“I think they brought me in for a perspective,’’ Miller said. 

What better perspective than his MVP performance in Vancouver. Miller 
was nearly unbeatable in that tournament, carrying a young, underdog 
Team USA squad to the final before losing 3-2 in overtime on Sidney 
Crosby’s Golden Goal. 

“It was a bang-bang play in overtime,” recalls Luongo, who saw it play 
out from the other end of the ice. “Sid, he’s one step ahead of everybody, 
he made a play that was disguised as a shot with a quick-release five-
hole. I think Ryan wasn’t anticipating it and was getting ready for a poke-
check and got caught. It was a great game, a great tournament.’’ 

For Luongo, the pressure was unreal, having replaced Martin Brodeur 
midway through the tournament and not only playing on Canadian ice 
with a nation clamouring for gold but as an added bonus (?) in his NHL 
market in Vancouver. And Luongo delivered. 

But he certainly also remembers what Miller did. 

“I remember he was playing lights out the whole tournament,’’ Luongo 
said. “Team USA had a good team but I don’t think they were one of the 
favourites, if I remember correctly. But he was playing so well that they 
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were just beating everybody. By the end of the tournament, they had 
become one of the favourites. We knew going into that game that he 
wasn’t going to let in many goals and had to be on top of our game to 
beat him.’’ 

Miller was on the losing end of a heart-breaker but as time has passed, 
he’s been able to appreciate the greatness of that game. 

“It was a great game to be part of,’’ Miller said. “Certainly facing off 
against Roberto so many times over the years. He stepped in and had a 
great tournament as well obviously.’’ 

And now, Miller is watching as Luongo joined the Panthers front office 
and specifically how he helped create the franchise’s Goaltending 
Excellence Department. 

“It’s been fun to watch how he’s transitioned,” Miller said of Luongo. “He’s 
been a big personality in the game and how he’s using his experience in 
a different way now, it’s actually been kind of inspiring, watching how 
he’s stepped in and created a group within the Panthers that focuses 
more on the goaltending. 

“It’s certainly inspirational for me. It’s funny because I had a similar idea 
about something like that. I’m trying to absorb what they’re doing a little 
bit. It’s an interesting approach for an organization.’’ 

Luongo said he was a bit surprised earlier this month when Miller was 
named part of the Team USA coaching staff for Beijing only because 
Miller had just retired this summer. 

“I wasn’t sure what he was doing after hockey. But not surprised because 
I know the type of person (he is) and the hockey intelligence that he has 
that they would bring on someone like that,’’ Luongo said. 

Does Miller’s future lead to an NHL front office like Luongo? He isn’t quite 
sure yet. One step at a time. He wants to see where the USA Hockey 
opportunities lead. And he wants time to be a dad at home in Manhattan 
Beach, Calif., to his six-year-old son, not to mention ensure that his wife’s 
career, Noureen DeWulf is an actress, remains of utmost importance to 
the family. 

But yes, as time goes on, hockey will be once again a major part of 
Miller’s life if all goes well. 

“John Vanbiesbrouck has done me a big favour here and put me in a 
position to be an asset for the team but also to acquire some knowledge 
and see how I do in a role,” said Miller, who said he learned a lot 
watching head coach Mike Sullivan and the Team USA staff go about 
their business. 

“I’m trying to gain as much as I can in other areas of the game so that I 
have the option to be kind of a lifetime hockey guy. I just feel like I’ve put 
so much time and effort and brain activity into hockey that it would almost 
be foolish not to give some of it back. But also capitalize on it as well. I’m 
still a competitive person. I’m going to need that kind of outlet in my life 
and I’d like to direct that to high-level hockey still.” 

Keeping hockey as a living was also a no-brainer for Luongo. 

“I love the game of hockey,’’ Luongo said. “I’m a fan. Even when I played, 
I used to go home and watch games at night. So, I have a passion for it 
and it’s all I’ve ever known. I’m grateful to have this opportunity to be 
involved and be part of a team. I’m sure it’s the same thing for Ryan, he 
loves the game, he was always a student of the game; once we’re done 
playing, we need something to fill that void. And for me, being in 
management has always been something that I was intrigued by. 

“Now that I’m in it, I’m fully immersed in it and I love it.’’ 

Luongo. Miller. Gold medal rematch in Beijing? This time in suits, of 
course. 
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The Athletic / Shane Wright Q&A: Top 2022 NHL Draft prospect talks 
Sidney Crosby and a year without hockey 

 

By Max Bultman and Corey Pronman Sep 24, 2021 8  

 

Shane Wright’s draft year has finally arrived. 

The top prospect in the 2022 NHL Draft who was granted exceptional 
status to play in the OHL at age 15 in 2019-20, spent much of the past 
year on the sideline when the OHL canceled its 2020-21 season. But 
now, Wright and the Kingston Frontenacs are ramping up for what should 
be a memorable campaign. 

Wright joined The Athletic Hockey Show’s Prospect Series this week to 
talk about the coming season, what the past year was like for him with 
hardly any competitive hockey, the NHL players he admires and 
compares his game to, and more. 

Note: this transcript has been edited for clarity and length. 

So it’s preseason right now for you guys, right? You guys are a couple 
preseason games in so far? 

Yeah, exactly. Just finished up our second preseason game last 
Saturday. 

It’s a really long preseason for the OHL too, right? It’s like a month long? 

Yeah, a little bit longer. I think it’s designed that way because obviously 
no season last year, so giving the teams extra time to prepare, and a lot 
of new guys as well. So a couple new guys coming in, but it’s nice having 
these couple extra weeks to prepare for the season. 

How has that been getting back into real competition, real action, after 
such a long time away? 

Oh, I mean, it feels amazing. Feels great to be finally back in Kingston, 
finally back with my teammates, going to the rink every day and seeing 
them and going to battle with them and just the overall day-to-day 
experience in the room, just talking to the guys, having fun. I think that’s 
what I missed the most about the OHL life, just being around the guys all 
the time. It feels great to be back and great to be back here in Kingston. 

How did you spend all that time last year? What was your practice and 
training setup and schedule like? What were you doing as you’re waiting 
to find out first if they’re going to play, and to still train and develop even 
once you found out they weren’t? 

Yeah, it stayed pretty much the same throughout the whole process 
there, all 18 months. Just working out in the morning and then having 
some sort of skate in the afternoon or something like that, and then just 
having some down time where I can hang out with some buddies or do 
some other stuff, work on off the ice, or do some stretching or whatever 
that may be. 

So I stayed pretty structured throughout the whole thing. I like having a 
plan, having a structure. I’m a big routine guy as well, so every day was 
pretty similar to the next. 

A lot of the older prospects in the OHL, especially the draft year guys, 
some of them looked for other situations, whether that be Europe or the 
USHL. Was that ever something you explored, or were you kind of all the 
way, whatever happened with the OHL is what you were going to do? 

Yeah, I think definitely explored other options. Obviously you don’t intend 
to take a whole year off hockey, you don’t really want to take a whole 
year off playing games. I think for me, in the situation I was in, we were 
kind of told that the OHL was going to start at some point, and the time 
where I was at, I was maybe a month out from what we were told the 
start date for the OHL season was. So I was thinking it’s probably not 
worth it to go maybe over to Europe or the USHL for maybe a month and 
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have to come back and do a quarantine — because at that time we had 
to quarantine for the two weeks. So I think for me at that time it just 
wasn’t really worth it. They kept pushing back the start date and then 
eventually ended up canceling it entirely, which kind of sucks, but that’s 
kind of how my thought process went with that whole situation. 

How do you think that year impacted your development? I think that was 
the question everybody had about so many guys your age, what that 
would mean for you. How did you feel it affected your development 
personally? 

I think just personally, it was tough at times. It was tough to wake up 
every day and go to the gym and then grind in the gym and then grind on 
the ice as well, every single day, and then go to bed and do the same 
thing the next day. You miss the overall grind of playing hockey and 
playing games and being on a team. I got a few opportunities to taste the 
team practice aspect with the world junior camp and U18s and stuff like 
that, but other than that it was mainly individual skills. I didn’t really have 
many opportunities to work on the team environment, team structure and 
stuff like that. So it was just largely individually focused, with a few team 
practices and stuff sprinkled in. 

Someone told me to ask you about something called the toe-curve club. 
What is the toe-curve club? 

Yeah, one of my skills coaches I work with, his name is Josh Wrobel, he 
used to work with Adam Oates — he worked under him for a number of 
years and he learned lots from him, eventually left to start his own 
business. It’s kind of like a little group of us, just a bunch of skills, a lot of 
shooting and puck-handling drills, and just finding different ways to score 
from different areas. And the “toe curve club” comes from the type of 
blade that he likes us to use, it’s a pretty big toe curve as the name says 
there. Just kind of like a little trademark from the group and from his 
business. 

What’s the toe curve do? If I had a steeper curve on the toe of my blade, 
what would I be able to do better? 

Just the way he kind of teaches us to shoot, it’s kind of like you load the 
puck on the toe, and then you can release it from there, you can make 
passes, or you can protect the puck or however you want. So that’s kind 
of the benefits from using one of those. 

Pivoting to a little bit more of the hockey side for you, this is going to be a 
question you’re going to get from a lot of teams, who is a player or two in 
the NHL that you think your game compares to, whether identically or 
stylistically? 

Yeah, a guy that I really like comparing myself to is Patrice Bergeron. 
He’s been one of the top players in the league for a number of years 
now. He’s such a great leader and he makes his teammates better. His 
line goes by the name “Perfection line” and that’s not for just no reason. 
He’s a complete player, 200-foot game, he’s won Selke Trophies, he’s 
won different awards like that, and he’s just a guy that I like watching. I 
feel like I like playing the 200-foot game as well. I feel like I can be 
trusted in my own end as well as create offense and score some goals as 
well. So he’s a guy that I love watching and I really compare myself to. 

Would it be fair to say, from watching a lot of you the past few years, that 
your shot is a big aspect of your game? 

Yeah, I would. I feel like over the last couple summers I’ve really focused 
on my shot and scoring from different areas and my release — making it 
quicker, making it stronger and really figuring out how to pick my spots 
from different areas. So definitely really happy with where that’s at. 
Obviously not perfect, can still get better, but it’s definitely one of the 
strengths of my game. 

You don’t see a lot of these premium centers in the NHL who are goal-
driven — I mean, you can make plays, but just looking at your numbers 
going back through most of your career, you tend to score more than you 
get assists, your shot seems to be a big aspect of your game — it seems 
like the one guy that comes to mind as a similar comp for you would be 
like Auston Matthews. I know you describe yourself more as a Bergeron 

type, but do you see any aspect of your game in the way a guy like 
Matthews plays?  

I definitely see some similarities with the way I play. I love watching him 
play, living where I do in Burlington I get to see every Toronto Maple Leaf 
game, so I got to watch him a ton last year and the years before that. I 
love watching him. He’s a special player, and his release is — in my 
opinion — the best in the league. The way he can shoot the puck from 
any spot is something I really like to watch and like to try to emulate into 
my game and try to add that to my repertoire. 

How would you describe the way you create offense? 

I think I’m a pretty smart player. I think I understand the game well, I think 
I can make good reads off the defenders and off my teammates as well. I 
think I’m competitive as well. I can win battles, I can go into corners and 
take out those big D and use my body to win those puck battles and 
create space for my teammates and just make smart plays. I always try 
to make those smart plays, not try to force everything, make simple, 
smart plays and just try to create as much as possible. 

That’s one of the things I wanted to follow up with you on is the way you 
battle, and the things you might do through contact. I think the highlights 
will show your shot, like at the U18 worlds — as I’m sure you recall, you 
scored a lot of goals from range, from the circles — but do you think 
you’re an exterior-driven player, generating offense from the perimeter, 
or do you think you’re more of an interior guy in terms of where your 
offense comes from? 

I think right now maybe a little bit of both. Like you said, I scored quite a 
few from the perimeter at U18s and I think it’s an area I can improve on. I 
can get to the dirty areas a little more, those spaces in front of the net 
and score more of those interior goals like you were talking about. That’s 
definitely an area of my game that I’m looking to improve on and I think 
that’s a place I can really take my game to the next level. 

Oh, it wasn’t intended as a criticism — when I’ve seen teams show me 
where your heat charts are, where your chances come from, it seems like 
a good chunk of them still come from around the net. I was just curious 
from your perspective how you see your game, in terms of how you play. 

No, that’s fine, I honestly wasn’t taking it as criticism. That’s kind of 
something that I’ve been thinking about and trying to focus on a little here 
at camp, just getting to those dirty areas more and those high-scoring 
areas right in the slot, right in the crease there and learning how to find 
space and fish out pucks and make plays from those tight areas is 
something that is super valuable and is how a lot of the goals are scored 
at the next level as well. 

For sure. To this point in your hockey career, you’ve had a lot of success, 
being an exceptional status player in the OHL, the huge year you had in 
your first OHL season as a 15-year-old, you go to Canada’s U20 camp at 
16, same thing to the U18s as an underage where you played very well. 
It seems things seem to go very well for you very often. When have been 
some times, whether in hockey or off the ice, that maybe you’ve faced 
some adversity and what was the way you responded to that? 

One that really jumps out to me is U20 camp in December there. I was a 
16 year old and not many 16 year olds in history have ever made that 
team. Some of the best players in the world and best players in history 
have. So I knew going in I’d have to really fight for my spot, and I feel like 
I left a lot out there. I feel like I didn’t compete my best, I felt like I was a 
little timid. And I deserved to be cut. I didn’t deserve to make that team. 
And I think I really kind of took that and really wanted to focus more on 
my game and how I can respond in those big situations and make sure 
that didn’t happen again. And I feel like I responded really well at U18s. I 
feel like I had a really solid tournament there. 

Just getting cut from that team, not making that team, was definitely 
something that really hit me pretty hard and is something that has 
definitely fueled me in the future, as well. 

Your cut around there was in very unique circumstances, because of the 
fact you didn’t get to finish your previous OHL season and your future 
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one was not yet started. What was your mentality when you got cut and 
had to go home after that? 

I think my mentality was just, ‘Get back to work.’ Get back in the gym 
right away, get back on the ice, and just get back to work, and work hard 
and work on your game to make sure that doesn’t happen again. Make 
sure you never get cut from one of those teams ever again. I think that 
really fueled me to push myself even harder and prepare even more for 
this season. 

I noticed the photo of Sidney Crosby over your shoulder, is there a story 
to that? Are you a big Sid guy? 

Yeah, growing up, Sid was my guy. He was my favorite player. I 
absolutely loved him. This picture, it’s signed by him and it says, “To 
Shane, keep working hard, good luck.” So I was able to get that 
personally signed by Sid, and it’s something that I look at every day, it’s 
something that inspires me and really fuels me because he’s one of the 
best players in history and one of my favorite players, as well. He’s a guy 
that is just a huge role model for millions of kids and myself included. It’s 
pretty cool to have him write that message to me. 

How old were you when you got that? 

I got that during my first year here in Kingston, so I was just 15. 

We’ll close on this: You’re finally now in your draft year. You’re back on 
the ice, you’re playing real games. What are you most looking forward to 
about the next 12 months? 

Finally being able to play hockey. I think it’s pretty simple. Finally be able 
to play games, finally be able to compete against guys and play the 
game I love. It’s been a long offseason, but it’s good to be back and I just 
can’t wait to play. 
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It was an incredibly short NHL offseason as far as the calendar goes, but 
it was long on player movement. There was the Kraken expansion draft. 
There were trades for star players. There were trades for just salary cap 
space. There were buyouts of contracts. Free agency was another 
massive shuffling of players. 

And as a bonus, we even got an offer sheet with a large side of revenge. 

If I wasn’t a journalist, I would have counted how many players changed 
teams since the Lightning raised the Stanley Cup, but math is hard. 
Besides, the important question is what does it all mean for your team 
this season. 

So before the NHL regular season starts on Oct. 12, we asked The 
Athletic’s team of NHL writers to answer three questions for all 32 teams: 

Where in the standings will the team finish the season? 

How would you grade the team’s offseason moves? 

Will the team be better or worse this season and why? 

Here are their answers: 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Season prediction: Win division 

Offseason grade: B 

The Leafs are probably about as good — on paper — as they were last 
season. Yes, they lost Zach Hyman and are betting on a few uncertain 
replacements up front. But they still have Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner 
and William Nylander; their defense remains intact with the exception of 
Zach Bogosian; and their goaltending might be better than it was last 
year. -Jonas Siegel 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: B- 

Neither – they’re the same. Hyman is a big loss but they can make up for 
much of that with more contributions from depth lines, and Petr Mrazek 
should be an upgrade over Frederik Andersen. -James Mirtle 

Boston Bruins 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: B- 

Worse. Losing Tuukka Rask and David Krejci is a lot to overcome given 
their experience and production. Even if Charlie Coyle can be a good No. 
2 center, it leaves the Bruins shorthanded on the third line. -Fluto 
Shinzawa 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: B+ 

The Lightning called last year the “last day of school,” knowing they’d 
lose some key players. They’re not quite as deep with the departure of 
the entire third line. But Tampa Bay did a great job adding veterans 
Corey Perry, Pierre Edouard Bellemare and Zach Bogosian. They’ll still 
be a Cup contender with their core of stars and Andrei Vasilevskiy in net. 
-Joe Smith 

Florida Panthers 

Season prediction: Wild-card team 

 

Offseason grade: B 

About the same. Sam Reinhart is a better player than either Keith Yandle 
and Alex Wennberg. Reinhart is a very intelligent forward who can make 
and finish plays, and play high in a lineup even though he’s not that fast. 
Wennberg has regressed and Yandle is now just deployed in particular 
situations. Chris Driedger had a great year but a lot of scouts aren’t fully 
sold he’s for real until he repeats it. Those three losses combined can 
hurt, but if top prospects Spencer Knight in goal and Anton Lundell and 
Grigori Denisenko up front provide average output, it could be a wash 
with Reinhart or even an improvement on last season. -Corey Pronman 

Montreal Canadiens 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: B+ 

Worse, only because of the injury to Shea Weber. However, in light of 
that and the departure of Phillip Danault and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the 
Canadiens get a strong offseason grade from me because of how Marc 
Bergevin compensated for those losses. -Arpon Basu 

Ottawa Senators 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: C+ 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 25, 2021 

 

I think a lot of us figured the Senators would add a veteran forward — at 
least a center — by the time we got to training camp. That hasn’t 
happened, which is mildly surprising. So at this stage, it’s hard to give 
them high marks for their offseason moves, but extending the contracts 
of DJ Smith and Pierre Dorion will help create some stability. The 
Senators finished last season on a torrid stretch but were still well outside 
of the playoff picture. The hope and expectation is they can carry that 
momentum over to this new season, but they certainly didn’t make any 
major offseason moves that improved the roster. -Ian Mendes 

Buffalo Sabres 

Season prediction: Lottery team by a mile 

Offseason grade: C 

Worse. The Sabres traded leading scorer Sam Reinhart for futures. 
Injured Jack Eichel has been awaiting a trade for months. They don’t 
have a starting goalie. Most of the offseason additions were journeymen 
who got one-year deals for the league minimum. Coach Don Granato 
could make them more fun, but Buffalo was the first team in history to 
finish 31st and may become be the first squad to land 32nd. -John Vogl 

Detroit Red Wings 

Season prediction: Lottery team by a mile 

Offseason grade: B 

Better. Trading for Nick Leddy and signing Pius Suter are two short-term 
boosts in the top half of the lineup, and the expected arrival of top 
prospect Moritz Seider should be another. The Red Wings were already 
sound in net, but they younger and add some upside there, too, with Alex 
Nedeljkovic. Health will be key, but they should be more talented. -Max 
Bultman 

METROPOLITAN DIVISION 

New York Islanders 

Season prediction: Win division 

Offseason grade: B+ 

The Islanders should be better, given how close they got to the Cup Final 
last season. They lost a couple of core players in Jordan Eberle and Nick 
Leddy, but added win-now veterans in Zach Parise and Zdeno Chara to a 
group that understands what it takes to win it all now. -Arthur Staple 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: B 

Natural regression (read: the goaltending not being the worst in hockey) 
would have made the Flyers better this season by itself. But the roster 
itself is also better, with even their most controversial adds (Rasmus 
Ristolainen, Martin Jones) at least serving as talent upgrades over the 
players they directly replaced (Robert Hägg, Brian Elliott). Whether 
they’ve upgraded enough to be a true contender is an open question, but 
the Flyers should at least be better than they were last season. -Charlie 
O’Connor 

Washington Capitals 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: C+ 

Push? Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals enter the season a year older and 
with essentially the same lineup that got them bounced in the first round 
by the Bruins, minus veteran defenseman Brenden Dillon. The bet — 
internally, at least — is that a healthy core, along with more consistent 
goaltending from Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek, will be enough to 
secure an eighth straight postseason and perhaps propel them on a run. 

Winter is indeed coming for this aging group. But it’s not here quite yet. -
Tarik El-Bashir 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Season prediction: Wild-card team 

 

Offseason grade: C- 

It’s hard to say when the Hurricanes made so many transactions that 
they barely look like the same team, but making that many transactions 
and not really addressing a big issue — top-six scoring — is inherently 
not great. The Canes are a gigantic question mark with a completely new 
look in net, without Norris-caliber defenseman Dougie Hamilton and $6.1 
million poorer via Jesperi Kotkaniemi. They are relying on too many best-
case scenarios for me to confidently believe that they got any better. The 
first month of this season will be more important than ever to establish 
any semblance of identity. -Sara Civian 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Season prediction: Wild-card team 

 

Offseason grade: D 

Worse. Losing Jared McCann, Brandon Tanev and Cody Ceci will not 
make the Penguins better. Nor will starting the season without Sidney 
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. I suspect they are still a playoff team but no 
longer strike me as a Cup contender. -Josh Yohe 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: B- 

The Penguins will begin this season without Sidney Crosby AND Evgeni 
Malkin, which means each player will have missed camp and come off an 
injury in an Olympics year. That’s not good for Pittsburgh’s NHL-best 
postseason streak. -Rob Rossi 

New Jersey Devils 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: A- 

The Devils are going to be better for two reasons. One, they have a large 
collection of young players and many of them will improve. Two, they 
added a pair of significant upgrades on defense with Dougie Hamilton 
and Ryan Graves, and veterans up front (Tomas Tatar) and in goal 
(Jonathan Bernier). -Corey Masisak 

New York Rangers 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: B 

The Rangers are better prepared to compete in the playoffs, but perhaps 
not ready to make the playoffs. -Rick Carpiniello 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Season prediction: Lottery team by a mile 

Offseason grade: B+ 

General Manager Jarmo Kekalainen cleaned out a veteran-laden 
dressing room, trying to rebuild the franchise on the fly. The Blue Jackets 
expect to be competitive this season, but not many expect them to qualify 
for the offseason. This is clearly a team that’s building for the future … 
the near future, it hopes. -Aaron Portzline 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Colorado Avalanche 
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Season prediction: Win division 

Offseason grade: B 

Roster-wise, the Avalanche are worse, but they will likely go deeper in 
the playoffs than last season when they had to play Vegas in the second 
round. The team lost forwards Brandon Saad (Blues) and Joonas 
Donskoi (Kraken), so there are middle-six holes they need to fill. Perhaps 
Alex Newhook can step in as a rookie and contribute at a second-line 
level, but that’s a lot to ask right off the bat. -Peter Baugh 

Dallas Stars 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: B- 

The Stars are better simply because they are healthier, but health aside, 
adding Ryan Suter should give the team a boost and a number of young 
players, including Denis Gurianov and Jason Robertson, are poised to 
take steps forward after proving their NHL worth. -Saad Yousuf 

Winnipeg Jets 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: A 

The Jets spent two straight seasons playing too much hockey in their 
own zone and sorely needed to upgrade their defense this summer. They 
did exactly that, trading for Brenden Dillon and Nate Schmidt while re-
signing Neal Pionk, Andrew Copp, Paul Stastny and Logan Stanley. The 
Jets have definitely improved. All that remains to be seen is by how 
much. -Murat Ates 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Season prediction: Wild-card team 

 

Offseason grade: B+ 

Better, no question. Adding Marc-Andre Fleury, Seth Jones, Jake 
McCabe and Tyler Johnson is a quantum leap from a rebuilding season 
in which nine players made their NHL debuts. But is it enough to make 
the playoffs? And if not, was it worth it? -Mark Lazerus 

Season prediction: Wild-card team 

 

Offseason grade: A 

Better. They’ve addressed two major areas: their defense and 
goaltending. They replaced Duncan Keith and Nikita Zadorov with Seth 
Jones and Jake McCabe. They also upgraded their net by adding Marc-
Andre Fleury. -Scott Powers 

Minnesota Wild 

Season prediction: Wild-card team 

 

Offseason grade: D+ 

It’s hard to say the Wild are better. Their blue line was their biggest 
strength, but they bought out Ryan Suter, and lost Carson Soucy to 
Seattle and Ian Cole to free agency. Alex Goligoski should fit in well, but 
the jury’s out on Dmitry Kulikov, Jon Merrill and Jordie Benn. Plus, they 
had contentious negotiations with Kirill Kaprizov and Kevin Fiala, who 
was re-signed for only a year. And they didn’t upgrade the center 
position. -Michael Russo 

St. Louis Blues 

Season prediction: Wild-card team 

 

Offseason grade: C+ 

The roster is a bit different, but I’d say the Blues’ chances are about the 
same. Pavel Buchenevich has the potential of being a great addition, but 
gaining Brandon Saad and losing Jaden Schwartz may be a wash. Then 
on defense, they lost Vince Dunn in the expansion draft and will be 
counting on experienced depth. Having the Vladimir Tarasenko trade 
request still hanging over the team’s head could also be a lingering issue. 
-Jeremy Rutherford 

Nashville Predators 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: C- 

Worse. The Predators parted with known quantities — Viktor Arvidsson, 
Ryan Ellis and Calle Jarnkrok — and replaced them with less proven 
players, such as Cody Glass and Philippe Myers. GM David Poile still 
believes that he has a playoff-caliber roster, but there are too many 
question marks. -Adam Vingan 

Arizona Coyotes 

Season prediction: Lottery team by a mile 

Offseason grade: D 

I didn’t go with the F because it’s clear Arizona’s tear down was by 
design, but the effects of it will be long-lasting pain as the team looks at a 
likely five-to-10 year rebuild ahead. -Corey Pronman 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Season prediction: Win division 

Offseason grade: C- 

As it stands today, the Golden Knights are worse off after losing their 
best player from a year ago in Marc-Andre Fleury. However, they do 
have the potential to improve if Evgenii Dadonov and Mattias Janmark 
can improve the scoring production of the bottom six, something Vegas 
has been looking for for a while. That is also dependent on Alex Tuch 
returning to form when he comes back from injury in late February. -
Jesse Granger 

Calgary Flames 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: C 

The Flames’ forward group has improved with better depth signings and 
a back-to-back Stanley Cup winner in Blake Coleman in the mix. But they 
didn’t do a great job replacing Mark Giordano on the backend. Because 
of that, I think overall they are worse on paper. But will probably fare 
better this season than last with a Jacob Markstrom bounce-back and a 
full year under Darryl Sutter. -Hailey Salvian 

Edmonton Oilers 

Season prediction: Second or third in division 

Offseason grade: C- 

It’s at best a push. The Oilers should be better, perhaps even 
considerably better up front with the additions of Zach Hyman, Warren 
Foegele and Derek Ryan. But they lost Adam Larsson and Ethan Bear 
on defense and replaced them with 38-year-old Duncan Keith and Cody 
Ceci. Top prospect Evan Bouchard will get more minutes, but there are 
still several question marks on the blue line. Goaltending also wasn’t 
addressed. -Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Seattle Kraken 

Season prediction: Wild- card team 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 25, 2021 

 

 

Offseason grade: B 

Better. They did not have a roster last season. -Ryan S. Clark 

Los Angeles Kings 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: B+ 

Better. Why? One, the bar isn’t set very high right now because the Kings 
have been fixtures in the lottery. Secondly, the combination of strategic 
offseason additions and the maturation of the prospect pool will result in 
a better Kings team. -Lisa Dillman 

Vancouver Canucks 

Season prediction: Barely miss playoffs 

Offseason grade: B- 

The Canucks are better in the short-term, particularly up front where the 
additions of Conor Garland and Jason Dickinson, plus a ton of AHL depth 
signings, will provide a level of depth and quality unseen around these 
parts in a decade. -Thomas Drance 

The Canucks are significantly improved, particularly up front with their 
top-nine. Conor Garland should be an instant fit in the top-six, Jason 
Dickinson is a credible, defensively oriented third-line center and Vasili 
Podkolzin should make an impact in the middle six, as well. The 
backend, especially the right side, still has major question marks, so it 
remains to be seen how the club fares defensively. -Harman Dayal 

Anaheim Ducks 

Season prediction: Lottery team by a mile 

Offseason grade: F 

I’d say the same or slightly better. The Ducks’ major move this offseason 
was overhauling their assistants. The only player move of any 
consequence outside signing their own young RFAs was to bring back 
venerable captain Ryan Getzlaf on a one-year deal. They didn’t exactly 
bolster a last-place roster. But they still have John Gibson in net. If a few 
youngsters take a big step forward, this rebuilding club could at least be 
more competitive. -Eric Stephens 

San Jose Sharks 

Season prediction: Lottery team by a mile 

Offseason grade: C 

The Sharks changed their goaltending tandem, a bare minimum 
requirement, and added some depth at forward, including center Nick 
Bonino. The problem is all of the core players are a year older and most 
are already in decline, there aren’t any hotshot rookies coming to take 
their place (yet), and leading scorer Evander Kane — if he’s even on the 
team — has proven to be a dressing room problem. This could be the 
season they bottom out. -Kevin Kurz 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Tavares hosted players-only getaway: 'We 
kept it real' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxSeptember 24, 2021, 6:20 PM 

 

TORONTO — The Toronto Maple Leafs needed to get away from the 
noise, so their quiet leader made it happen. 

By the middle of the summer, some new faces had arrived in town, but 
some old ghosts had hung around. 

Captain John Tavares came up with an idea: Invite every Leaf living or 
training in Toronto to flee north. Players only. He’d host them in his 
Muskoka cottage. They’d train during the day, find some ice to stay 
sharp. But they’d mix in a little time on the water and have a little fun 
before the business mode of training camp. 

The captain provided a casual space where the veterans could mix with 
the rookies, the leadership crew with the cluster of UFA signings. They 
got to know each other better as men, as teammates. 

Perhaps most importantly, they tackled the elephant in the room. 

“Yeah. One hundred per cent,” Wayne Simmonds said. “I think that was 
one of the main things in going to Johnny’s house. We had a great 
dialogue with one another — and we kept it real. 

“We got to address what happened last year head-on, and we're not 
hiding from it. It’s for us to learn from and get better and to mature as a 
team.” 

Sheldon Keefe did not receive an invite, however. The coach knows 
that’s a good thing. 

“The feedback was terrific,” Keefe said. “I don't know a whole lot that 
went on there; I don't really want to know. That’s their time. 

“John's initiative to do it speaks to his leadership and his growth as he's 
established himself here over time as the captain, the leader of this team. 
And I think it was a very positive step that sets us up for success going 
into this camp and into the season.” 

When an AHL call-up finds the back of the net 10 times in 21 games — 
as Michael Bunting did last season for the Arizona Coyotes — surely 
there must be some luck on his blade. 

Well, Bunting’s new/old coach Sheldon Keefe reviewed the tape before 
dropping Bunting into a plum pre-season top-six role to the left of 
Tavares. 

“There's not a whole lot of fluky goals there. He's in the right places, and 
he's challenging the crease and getting after the net,” sais Keefe, first 
introduced to the late bloomer’s love for the lamp coaching him in the 
Soo. 

Busting into Maple Leafs camp with the kind of confidence that comes 
with a 25.6 shooting percentage on big-league goalie, Bunting has 
poured in work all summer — and it shows. 

“Loves to score goals,” Keefe said. “A good fit to play with our better 
players.” 

Consider the second-line left wing Bunting’s spot to lose (or even, 
eventually, a springboard to the top unit). 

“It kinda feels like home right away,” the 26-year-old Scarborough, Ont., 
native said. “They signed me for a reason: to be that player that plays 
hard, wins pucks and goes to the net and have that secondary scoring.” 

Bunting’s hot streak with the Coyotes last winter, and his gold-medal turn 
for Team Canada at the world championship, stirred a nice little bidding 
war for his services on the summer’s UFA value-buy market. 

“I just kind of looked at the [Leafs’] depth and I had a good conversation 
with them, and I felt like this was the right fit,” Bunting said. 

Bunting describes his attitude as “nothing to lose” and grew up admiring 
Maple Leafs cut from a similar cloth. 

He rhymes off the gritty Tie Domi, Darcy Tucker and Wendel Clark as 
boyhood heroes, wingers “not afraid to play on that edge but able to put 
the puck in as well.” 
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Anyone else smell a fan favourite in the making? 

Auston Matthews (wrist) originally projected next week to start handling 
pucks, but he did so on his own Friday morning. 

The club is “very confident” Matthews will be ready for Opening Night on 
Oct. 13. 

“If we can get him in some exhibition games, even better,” Keefe said. 

Kampf ‘may be the strongest guy here’ 

Keefe has high hopes for the contributions role $1.5-million depth centre 
David Kampf will bring to his group this season. 

Long in need of a bottom-six matchup centre who can swipe faceoffs 
(52.8 per cent in 2021), gobble up D-zone starts (67.4 per cent), and kill 
penalties, the Leafs are hopeful Kampf can steady an inconsistent PK 
and head up a shutdown unit that could free the stars up for more O-
zone starts. 

“My goal is, like, shut down the best players in the NHL,” Kampf stated. 

That’s music to a coach’s ears. 

“It speaks to his mindset right away. He knows exactly who he is and 
what he does,” Keefe said. “He's done a very good job of it around the 
league, and I've had a number of NHL coaches reach out to me and talk 
about how much respect they have for Kampf’s game.” 

The 26-year-old Czech native is a dedicated gym rat and close friend 
with new Leaf Ondrej Kase. They’ve been skating on the same line and 
commuting to practice in the same car. 

“He's super strong guy. I think maybe the strongest guy here,” Kase 
endorses. “I can’t say something bad about him. We're very close friends. 
We know each other like 10, 15 years. I think the Leafs will love him.” 

Kampf tries to model his game after Anze Kopitar (but concedes the 
perennial Selke contender brings “obviously more offence”) and feels 
after four seasons in Chicago, he needed some fresh motivation, a new 
environment to push his limits. 

“So I chose Toronto because it's one of the best organizations in the 
NHL. I'm happy to be here,” Kampf said. “They have big ambition. They 
want to win.” 

No more ‘annoying’ fake fan noise! 

It was a relief to hear Simmonds say what many reporters were thinking. 

The phoney crowd noise — pumped into Scotiabank Arena last season 
at deafening volume and often at inappropriate moments — is over. 
Good riddance. 

“It wasn't the same last year without the fans. You got artificial crowd 
noise, you know, which I thought was kind of more annoying than not,” 
Simmonds said. “So I'm pretty excited to get a chance to finally play in 
front of some real Torontonians.” 

Friday’s loosened attendance restrictions by the Ontario government will 
allow for a half-full, fully vaccinated barn Saturday night, when the Leafs 
host the Canadiens in pre-season action. 

The approximate 9,500 capacity is a significant bump from the 1,000 
seats that were planning to be filled earlier in the week. 

“It gives you that extra juice with an 82-game season," Jason Spezza 
said. "It would be incredible to have people in the building, and I know my 
family and friends want to be back in the building cheering me on, and 
people around the city love hockey so much. We have some of the best 
fans in the world, and we want them there with us. 

“Let's get people in, and let's get the rink rockin’ again.” 

Kase’s happy wake-up call 

After Kase signed with the Maple Leafs on July 30, he went to bed 
happy, preparing for a good night’s rest in the Czech Republic after 
twisting in free agency’s wind for an extra couple of days. 

But Nick Ritchie, unaware of the significant time-zone differential, had 
other plans. 

“It was (a) funny story,” Kase recalled. “At three in the morning, he called 
me: ‘Hey, buddy, how you doing?' 

“I say: ‘I have 3 a.m. So, like, what's up?'” 

Ritchie: “I signed with the Maple Leafs too.” 

Kase replied, “Hey, it is good to hear.” Then he went back to sleep. 

The two teammates have grown close, following each other from 
Anaheim to Boston to Toronto. 

“He's fast,” Ritchie said. “He's tenacious on the puck. He works hard. Has 
a good shot. He can kind of play anywhere and he complements guys 
really well.” 

The greatest question mark regarding Kase is whether his frightening 
concussion history will play a factor in his health or his play. 

“I feel 100 per cent,” Kase assured. “For me, it doesn't matter what the 
injury is. It was just an injury. It's done. It’s a new season this year, and 
it's fine. I have nothing [worrisome] in my mind.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens camp notebook: Anderson proud of Drouin for 
mental health break 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsSeptember 24, 2021, 8:03 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que.— When Jonathan Drouin revealed earlier this week 
he was dealing with anxiety and insomnia that had plagued him for years 
before it finally forced him to take an indefinite leave of absence from the 
Montreal Canadiens last season, he said his only goals in returning to 
play were to get better every day and to just enjoy himself. 

Understanding that it’s early in training camp and that I’m not trying to 
read too deeply into things or magnify little observations, I still think it’s 
important to share that it’s already obvious Drouin’s in a much better 
state than when we last saw him on the ice back in April, when he took 
warmup in Calgary and then stepped off the ice unable to play and 
unable to continue burying these issues. 

He looked fast, engaged, excited, and prepared on Day 1, and on Friday, 
during the afternoon session, he appeared to be having a great time 
building chemistry with Christian Dvorak and Josh Anderson, setting up 
and scoring some highlight-reel goals. 

Reporters present weren’t the only ones who saw it. Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme saw it, too, and could sense Drouin was feeling it. 

“For him, and we talked about it, if he feels good ... I think he’s in good 
shape, mentally also,” said Ducharme. “He’s having fun, he’s working, 
(and) you can see it translates into him being as good as he can be and 
scoring goals like that and making plays or whatever it is. We want him to 
carry that all year and to be playing with that mindset and having fun 
coming here every day.” 

So do Drouin’s teammates, and he’s got really good ones, like Anderson, 
who commended Drouin for not only stepping back from hockey to right 
himself but also for being willing to share his experience the way he did 
in the interviews with RDS and TVA earlier this week. 
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While his comments were lengthy, they’re worth reading in full. 

“First of all, I think mental health is a serious topic these days and not a 
lot of people on the outside know what us as athletes go through on the 
day to day,” said Anderson. “Everyone says, ‘You guys make a lot of 
money and whatnot and you should be able to handle it,’ but it’s the other 
stuff that goes along with it—social media and that. And I’m not saying 
it’s the social media that’s why Jo took a break. 

“I’m proud of him for stepping away and worrying about his health. That’s 
the most important thing you have to do in a situation like that and he did 
the right thing. And I was fortunate enough to be one of his close friends 
last year and just keeping in touch and, every single day, just reaching 
out to him. And we wouldn’t even talk about hockey; it would just be 
about life and things like that. So, just to make him feel part of the team 
still. And then, when I came into Montreal this year about three weeks 
early, I was trying to look for a place and the first message I got was from 
Drou and he welcomed me into his house with his girlfriend and he made 
me stay with him. And the focus that he had, too, just living with him -- he 
was training in the morning, I would go with him, we would skate in the 
afternoon, then we would finally get back to the house and he’d say, 
‘We’re training again, I’ve got the trainer coming back to the house,’ and I 
was like, ‘Are we gonna take a break today?’ It was just the focus on him, 
the mindset of him being absent for a period of time, and it was nonstop 
at his house. It was good to see the focus back and the drive. 

“There’s really nobody that I know that loves hockey more than Drou. It’s 
amazing to see him back. Full smiles on him, he’s happy. The guys are 
happy. He just brings that energy to our locker room, so I’m thrilled to 
have Drou back.” 

I was listening to what Anderson started with and thinking about the 
situation that brought him to Montreal, about how he would certainly 
know how quickly the pressure can suffocate you. 

Anderson followed up the best season of his career -- a 27-goal, 47-point 
campaign with the Columbus Blue Jackets in 2018-19 -- with his worst 
one, scoring just one goal in 26 games. He suffered a shoulder injury and 
played through it, proving incapable of doing the things that previously 
made him effective. No one knew to what extent he was injured until he 
made it worse and missed the remainder of the season. 

Still, that knowledge didn’t stop many people from openly questioning if 
Anderson was remotely worth Max Domi and a fourth-round pick in the 
trade that brought him from Columbus to Montreal, not to mention the 
seven-year, $38.5-million contract he was handed immediately. He dealt 
with that doubt for an entire off-season, and even for much of last training 
camp. 

“It’s very difficult, I’m not going to lie,” Anderson said when I asked him 
about the pressure that comes from external sources (social media) 
when things aren’t going well or haven’t gone well. 

“I’ve been in that situation before with an injury, and you come back early 
from an injury and nobody really knows what you’re dealing with and 
you’re just trying to help out your teammates and the pressure’s on you,” 
he continued. “And obviously the media’s not as big in Columbus, but 
everyone around the world knows that, ‘You have one goal and you had 
27 goals last year, what’s going on?’ And a lot of people don’t know what 
else is going on in your body—you might be injured, you might have off-
ice issues or whatnot. 

“So yeah, it’s a struggle sometimes. And that’s why, in Drou’s situation, I 
was proud of him that he noticed it—what was going on—and he took a 
break and got healthy.” 

Drouin told TVA that teammates and players from all around the league 
have reached out not only to support him but also to make him realize 
he’s not alone. 

“I’m not the only one who’s lived through stuff like this,” Drouin said. 
“There were players who have gone through the same and decided to 
continue. But for me, I had been doing that for years -- deciding to 
continue despite my anxiety and insomnia -- but the support from the 

league and the players was really impressive and I couldn’t ask for better 
after making a decision like that.” 

Many players who have been through similar things or are going through 
them will benefit from Drouin’s courage in speaking out. They’ll say to 
themselves that if he could do it -- and in a market like Montreal, where 
every decision is scrutinized so heavily and endlessly -- they can, too. 

I think Anderson saying what he said on Friday will help with that 
process, as well. Players in such situations need to know they’ll be 
supported, and Anderson’s words -- and the way he treated a teammate 
in need -- will serve as an example of the type of support players in such 
situations will receive. 

With the departure of Phillip Danault in free agency and the loss of 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an offer sheet, it was obvious the door was wide 
open for Jake Evans to take on a bigger role at centre this season. 

But even if Evans knew that when those things happened during the off-
season, and even if he knows people expect him to help fill the void, he 
said on Friday he’s not approaching training camp any differently than 
any of the other ones he’s participated in since being drafted 207th 
overall by the Canadiens in 2014. 

“You’re just trying to prove yourself and gain those opportunities,” Evans 
said. “I’m not looking at it as I need to get this sort of ice time, or I’m not 
trying to worry about having a spot. If I play my game and work hard, I 
think everything else will come together.” 

A lot has come together for this player since he left Notre Dame after four 
seasons and began developing in the AHL. Much of it a result of, as 
Ducharme noted on Friday, Evans always having a strong sense of the 
type of player he’d be at this level. 

“He’s had highs and lows, but he realized what he had to do with his 
tools to make his way,” the coach said. “I think he made his place by 
showing good things, and he can advance in those things because he’s a 
smart young man who understands what he needs to do to be 
successful.” 

Evans, who’s now 25 years old but only 60 games into his NHL career, 
has matured a great deal over the last two seasons. 

He has also found the confidence and comfort level to take his game up 
a notch -- especially on offence, where he describes himself as a smart 
player with good vision. 

How much? 

“I don’t really know if I could even put a number on it or anything, but I do 
feel like as time went on last season I felt more comfortable with the puck 
-- especially in the offensive zone, or bringing it up and slowing it down a 
little more,” Evans said. “Sometimes I kinda would grip my stick a little 
too much or just focus on making that really safe play instead of slowing 
it down, maybe there’s an open guy and stuff like that. So, I think just 
with time, you just understand the game more and I do think I can 
contribute a lot more offensively, and I was a little more as the year went 
on and towards the end of the year in playoffs.” 

“I’m not going to blow you away with my slapshot or anything,” he added. 
“But I think finding that open lane or that seam pass would help me a lot.” 

Now Evans must show it as he auditions for an elevated role in the 
lineup. 

“I like the way he plays,” Ducharme said. “I like the details in his game. I 
find he’s complete, he has speed, he’s intense, he can play several 
positions. But we’ve had two practices and I think he’s showing good 
things, but it’s in games we need to see him.” 

After having his contract terminated with the Winnipeg Jets earlier this 
week, Sami Niku signed a one-year, two-way deal with the Canadiens on 
Friday. 

It’ll guarantee him $475,000 no matter which league he plays in this 
season, but the terms are $750,000 in the NHL and $425,000 in the AHL. 
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First thought was that if Niku -- an offensive defenceman who got buried 
on Winnipeg’s depth chart over the last three seasons -- wasn’t able to 
claim a spot on the Canadiens blue line out of camp, they could probably 
sneak him through waivers. 

An NHL executive promptly texted: “$425,000 in the AHL? Nobody, 
except maybe Toronto, will touch that on waivers.” 

Still, at 24, Niku’s potential remains largely untapped. And surely, the 
Canadiens weren’t the only team compelled by a player who became the 
second rookie in AHL history to be named top defenceman in the league 
back in 2018. 

Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff explained on Friday why Niku 
was never able to quite cement his place in Winnipeg. 

“There's a couple of different things along the way that hurt Sami," 
Cheveldayoff said. “The one training camp where we were expecting big 
things from him, he got in a car accident on the way to the rink. Getting 
ready to come back, he pulled his groin. 

“Sometimes timing in this game begins to work against you. All along, as 
a player, you have to do certain things that you need to do in order to 
push yourself ahead of someone else. This game here, you have to earn 
your job, you have to win that right to play ahead of some other talented 
players. And each year, there's a new crop of players that come in. Each 
year there's a Ville Heinola. Each year there's a (Dylan) Samberg. Some 
years there's a Nate Schmidt and a Brenden Dillon get added to the 
organization. Again, it's one of those things where we wish Sami all the 
best and, hopefully, he can find his way." 

Perhaps Niku can do it with the Canadiens, where there’s room for a 
defenceman who can move the puck well and create offence. 

But even if Ducharme conceded that’s a need on his team’s blue line, the 
coach said this about Chris Wideman, who has the same attributes as 
Niku and is also auditioning for a role: “We want our defencemen to be 
defending.” 

The coach talked about wanting to have six defencemen he feels 
comfortable playing against the best players in the world. 

Ducharme said he’s seen signs already that Wideman might fit that 
profile -- even if he’s mostly known for his offence. 

“He’s not the biggest guy, but he’s smart,” Ducharme said about the 
reigning KHL defenceman of the year who had nine goals and 41 points 
in 59 games with Nizhny Novgorod Torpedo. “So, the way he defends, 
he’s got a really good stick from what I see right now. Really good stick, 
he’s moving well, so he’s closing quick. He’s going to close different from 
(David) Savard, so he’s going to be pushing the guy out and separating 
the guy from the puck, but he’s really good with his stick like that and 
taking time and space away like this. I like that, I want to see it in a 
game.” 

He’ll want to see it from Niku, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In the prime of his career, Scheifele's all-around growth 
will shape Jets' success 

 

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorldSeptember 24, 2021, 7:03 
PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Given the way Mark Scheifele subtly sidestepped the query, 
the Winnipeg Jets top centre left little doubt he has put the entire Jake 
Evans affair behind him. 

And if Scheifele is still harbouring any anger or disappointment over the 
four-game suspension he received for doling out a devastating check that 
left Evans with a concussion, it’s apparent he’s not about to air those 
publicly. 

That chapter of his life is closed. 

Instead of lamenting the missed opportunity, Scheifele directed all of his 
energy to his training and his quest to take his game to the next level. 

“Yeah, I had a great summer. Worked on my game. Ready to get back to 
playing hockey,” said Scheifele, who will miss the Jets' season opener 
against the Anaheim Ducks as he serves the final game of his 
suspension. “It’s been nice being with all the guys and seeing all the new 
faces. There’s a lot of excitement around this team, so that’s where I’m 
at.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

That Scheifele wasn’t interested in revisiting the play that abruptly ended 
his Stanley Cup playoffs is not a surprise. 

It was the second time in as many years Scheifele was relegated to 
spectator duty at the most important time of the year, the previous one 
coming when he suffered a leg injury just three shifts into the qualifying 
round series with the Calgary Flames in the Edmonton bubble after being 
on the receiving end of a hit from Matthew Tkachuk. 

For a guy who loves to compete under the glare of the spotlight and 
openly measures himself against the best players in the game, the 
punishment was difficult to swallow, especially after the Jets were 
subsequently swept out of the playoffs by the Montreal Canadiens. 

But that’s in the past and Scheifele’s sole focus going into his ninth 
season as an NHL regular is squarely on the present. 

“Yeah. I look at myself as kind of being in the prime of my career and you 
want your team to be in that stage as well,” said Scheifele. “A couple of 
years ago, we had a great team and went to the conference finals and 
(then) took a few steps back. 

“This year, I think we have a team that can definitely do something and it 
starts now. It starts in training camp and it has to continue to grow each 
and every day. Every single guy in that locker room is thinking that and it 
gets me excited every day.” 

Remaining Time -0:50 

Scheifele says Jets have 'all the pieces to be a contender' 

Scheifele, 28, is an elite offensive player, having produced five 
consecutive seasons as a point-per-game player or better thanks to his 
combination of speed, vision, passing ability and lightning-quick release. 

Although he isn’t one to share personal goals, there’s a legitimate chance 
Scheifele could push for his first 100-point season, given the personnel 
improvements to this Jets roster. 

So what does the next phase of his progression look like to Scheifele? 

“I think it's just take another step. My biggest focus this year is my all-
around game,” said Scheifele, who has 201 goals and 507 points in 575 
regular season games and added another 18 goals and 31 points in 33 
postseason contests. “We have all the pieces to be a contender in this 
league and I think, for me, it's that all-around game — face offs, D-zone 
and obviously production is always at the forefront. 

“I get paid to produce, but at the same time I think my biggest thought 
this off-season was how do I round up my game? How do I focus on the 
simple things, to not just score goals but just live for another day, get the 
puck out, make a simple pass, be in the right spot as a counterman and I 
think that's my focus this year.” 

That steely focus is on the Jets, but there’s another clear motivating 
factor for him -- and that surrounds doing whatever it takes to be chosen 
for Canada’s men’s Olympic team by Doug Armstrong and his staff. 
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“It's obviously in the back of my head every single day,” said Scheifele, 
who has suited up for Team Canada in the world junior and in the men’s 
world championship. “The news a couple of weeks ago that the NHL was 
going to the Olympics was awesome. I was very happy to hear that and 
it's definitely one of those things that I look at. 

“If I play the best hockey I can play, it gives the Winnipeg Jets the best 
chance of winning and if our team is doing well it gives me the best 
chance to make Team Canada. Obviously, that's in the back of my mind 
every single day and it just gives you that extra motivation to be better 
and better for the Winnipeg Jets and I think that's what makes the world 
go round.” 

The benefits of Scheifele being able to enjoy a similar experience to what 
his former Barrie Colts head coach and mentor Dale Hawerchuk had 
during the 1987 Canada Cup would be far-reaching. 

Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff spoke to reporters for nearly 
22 minutes on Friday about the state of the team in his 11th training 
camp and, when he was asked about what could be on the horizon for 
Scheifele, he couldn’t hide his enthusiasm about the potential for further 
progress. 

“As a player, he’s a guy that still is actually getting better,” said 
Cheveldayoff, who selected Scheifele seventh overall in the 2011 NHL 
Draft and has witnessed that growth first hand. “His work ethic and his 
training is legendary, as far as what he does and his knowledge of the 
game. He’s a guy that’s very driven and very motivated. I think there are 
still levels of his game that he’s still achieving.” 

In order for the Jets to get to where they want to go, Scheifele is going to 
need to be one of the play drivers and his dedication to becoming a 
better all-around player (with an emphasis on his defensive-zone play) is 
going to be one of the storylines to watch as this new season gets going. 

“When you think of the Winnipeg Jets, you think of Mark Scheifele,” said 
Jets defenceman Brenden Dillon, noting that Scheifele was one of the 
first players to call him after he was acquired in July. “The amount of 
success he's had as a player and now has grown into a leader on this 
team over the last few years. He just continues to get better and better 
each year.” 

That’s exactly what both Scheifele and the Jets are counting on. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Alongside Oilers' newfound depth, Draisaitl looks to grow 
from past losses 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecSeptember 24, 2021, 9:09 PM 

 

EDMONTON — It was the strangest sweep we’d ever seen. 

Usually, when a team sweeps a playoff series, you look at the opponent 
and say, “Man, they just couldn’t handle that team.” But when the 
Winnipeg Jets swept the Edmonton Oilers last spring — winning three 
games in overtime — the analytics told us that Edmonton had actually 
had the better of the play through four games. 

Learning from that series is required reading for this year’s Oilers. But 
what, exactly, do you learn from a series where every break seemed to 
go the other team’s way? 

“It’s a good question,” mused Leon Draisaitl on Friday. “Honestly, I 
thought we were the better team in all four games.” 

That may be up for conversation, but truly, it was a series where one 
team got the big goal at the right time through four games, while the 
other simply couldn’t find any fortune at all. 

“It’s really hard to pinpoint one thing,” said Draisaitl, when asked what 
Edmonton could improve on. “It’s the little things: We couldn’t score at 
the right time. When it was 3-1 or in overtime, we couldn’t find that goal 
that really put the game out of reach. We couldn’t score at the right time.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

This year’s team is deeper. Derek Ryan’s faceoff prowess will allow 
Draisaitl to sit out some key defensive draws, and be more fresh. Zach 
Hyman will free Ryan Nugent-Hopkins to stay on Draisaitl’s wing long-
term, and the hope is that Warren Foegele will beef up production from 
the bottom-six. 

“This is the deepest group since I’ve been here,” Draisaitl said. “In 2017 
we had a really good team, but this gives us more options for the future. 
We are a more unpredictable group than we have been in the past. 

“We’ve learned from last year. Maybe the bounces weren’t there, but 
that’s also something you have to earn. Maybe that is something that is 
good for a team. As much as it hurts in that moment, we’ll be better for 
it.” 

Draisaitl arrived in Edmonton as a 19-year-old and first made the playoffs 
at age 22. Now, he turns 26 on Oct. 27 and has a Hart Trophy and four 
playoff series under his belt. 

He’s become a top-10 player in the NHL, a full-grown man who is just 22 
games short of 500 NHL games. He is in his prime, both mentally and 
physically — a very good player who is still going to get better. 

“You think of him as a great playmaker? Well, he’s strong. He’s like a bull 
out there,” said head coach Dave Tippett, who has watched his 
leadership group grow up in front of his eyes over the past two years. 
“Our leadership, they want to make sure that everything they’re talking 
about, they’re doing first. Well, he’s the first in line on that.” 

With Hyman on board, and the maturation of Jesse Puljujarvi, there’s no 
more talk about whether Draisaitl and Connor McDavid will play together 
or apart. Tippett may unite them on a shift after a penalty kill, or in the 
third period of a game where the offence has sputtered. But they may 
start 82 games on separate lines this season, if things go as planned in 
Edmonton. 

“I think they kind of like it that way,” said Tippett. “They both want to take 
the responsibility of making us a more balanced team. (Uniting them) is a 
nice card to have in our pocket, if you need it.” 

On the other side of hockey’s ecosystem sits Kyle Turris, a former star 
player who is now staring the end of his career directly in the face. 

Turris signed a two-year deal to be Edmonton’s third-line centre a year 
ago, and it didn’t work. He played in just 27 games and had a paltry five 
points last season. He was told in exit meetings to come back in the fall 
and compete as a right winger. 

“It was really frustrating, sitting there watching. Especially four games in 
the playoffs. It definitely fuelled some of my motivation,” said Turris, who 
stayed in Edmonton all summer and worked out daily with Oilers 
conditioning coach Chad Drummond. “I put on weight and strength and 
explosiveness. It was nice to get back to a summer training routine like I 
had in Ottawa. Spent the whole summer here.” 

Can a 32-year-old cat like Turris change his stripes in the sunset of his 
career? He’s looking at his buddy Jason Spezza in Toronto, who has 
done just that. 

“The game’s changing,” Turris shrugged. “It’s younger, faster, more 
explosive. A lot more change of direction. I just knew I had to be better. 
Contribute more and make more of an impact on the game.” 

This is it for Turris. Either he proves last year was an aberration, that 
there is something left and he’s really not that player. Or the rest of the 
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NHL sees him in the press box for another season, and deduces that his 
time has passed. 

“He wants to extend his career. He’s a proud guy,” Tippett said. “He’s 
played in this league a long time and been a good player. I think he was 
No. 3 or 4 in conditioning on our team, so he’s giving himself a chance.” 

Tyler Benson is at the exact opposite end of his career from Turris, AHL-
seasoned and ready to crack an NHL lineup for the first time at age 23. 
He had at least two assists in Friday’s scrimmage (no score sheets kept) 
and has stood out in the race for the fourth-line left wing spot. 

“I always consider myself a hard worker, but coming into camp and 
seeing my testing results, it made me pretty proud,” he said. “I’m 185 
pounds right now, and I probably played at 190 last year. And I’ve 
definitely gotten stronger in the gym.” 

For the first time in his career, Benson requires waivers to be sent down. 
He hopes not to have to test that waiver wire, of course. 

“I feel like this is where I belong,” said the Edmonton native. “I’ve put in 
the work at the AHL level, and this is where I want to be a full-time 
player. I feel like I’m an NHL player. I just have to prove I deserve a 
roster spot.” 

In other news, defenceman Kris Russell (neck) skated Friday morning. 
Tippett said Josh Archibald isn’t ready to join the main group after 
serving a 14-day quarantine, which begs the question: why didn’t he 
come to Edmonton a week earlier? 
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TSN.CA / Marner aims to unveil bolt from the blue shot this season 

Toronto Maple Leafs forward Mitch Marner hopes to be “more of a 
surprise shooter” in 2021-22 as he focuses on his “shot mentality” as well 
as the mechanics of his shot – including scoring on the power play. Mark 
Masters has more from Leafs training camp. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised in two groups at the Ford Performance Centre on Friday.  

Since breaking into the NHL in 2016, Mitch Marner has spoken often 
about a desire to improve his shot and to shoot more. He sees the issue 
as being more mental.  

"It's just, like, I take an extra second," Marner explained. "It's something 
I've been doing for a while and trying to get out of my head, you know, 
trying to be more of a surprise shooter and getting it towards the net 
rather than being the perfect shot guy. Why it's sometimes an extra 
second behind is because I'm trying to scan the ice to see what other 
play I can make." 

It's an issue the team addressed with him during the off-season. Sheldon 
Keefe believes the problem isn't just between the ears. 

"It's not just about the shot mentality, necessarily," the coach said. "It's 
also about his physical shot and working on it and details of it and getting 
those reps and credit to him because he put in a lot of work." 

Marner matched a career high by averaging 2.84 shots per game last 
season and he reached the 20-goal mark for the third time in his career. 
But there's more room to grow, including on the power play. Marner didn't 
score at all on the man advantage last season despite leading the club 
with almost 172 minutes played.  

"You go through the goals Mitch has scored over his time in the NHL on 
the power play and he's scored, at times, by shooting the puck, beating 
goalies clean and last season it didn't go his way," Keefe said. "We 
expect things to bounce back a little bit in that sense, but also with the 
increased work." 

Prior to the goose egg last season, Marner scored 21 power-play goals in 
300 games with the Leafs. 

Keefe said Marner's improved shot can have a "significant" impact on a 
power play, which struggled down the stretch last season. Toronto 
ranked 30th out of 31 teams in power-play percentage after March 4. 
New assistant coach Spencer Carbery is overseeing the units this 
season. 

"He's got a creative mind," Marner noted. "He's willing to try new things 
and so is our whole power play. We'll see what happens from there and 
just let him take the reins. He's already talked to us a little bit about his 
ideas and I guess you guys will see." 

The Leafs haven't done special teams drills at camp yet, but Marner did 
some work with Carbery after practice on Friday. The 24-year-old usually 
plays the flank, but Carbery was feeding the shifty winger in the slot for 
quick-strike chances.  

Marner refused to comment on the tactical changes that are in the works.   

"You guys aren't getting anything," Marner said with a smile. "You guys 
can wait and see tomorrow."  

The Leafs open their pre-season schedule against the Montreal 
Canadiens on Saturday night. 

Marner promises surprise shots and surprises on Leafs PP 

Mitch Marner has been working on trusting his shot more and after not 
registering a goal on the power play last year, the Maple Leafs forward 
spoke about his mindset in that department heading into the new season. 
Marner also lauded the 'creative mind' of new assistant coach Spencer 
Carbery and wasn't about to spill the beans on what he has in store for 
the power play this season. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Marner should have more opportunities to shoot during the pre-season 
because linemate Auston Matthews is currently sidelined. The reigning 
Rocket Richard Trophy winner did not take part in practice on Friday, but 
skated on his own and, for the first time since undergoing surgery on his 
left wrist six weeks ago, handled the puck.  

"Today, he took another step," said Keefe. "Each day, I think he is going 
to feel better and get more done."  

When will Matthews be ready to join the main group?  

"There is no exact date or anything that we are targeting at this point," 
Keefe said. "We are very confident that it is going to be before the 
opening of the regular season. Of course, if we can get him into some 
pre-season games that is even better." 

    Auston Matthews is back handling the puck this morning — sooner 
than expected: pic.twitter.com/5SnZnRsikS 

    — Jonas Siegel (@jonassiegel) September 24, 2021 

--- 

Newcomer Michael Bunting has skated on a line with John Tavares so 
far at training camp.  

"He's an exceptional player," Bunting said of the Leafs captain. "That's 
one of the main reasons I signed here was to get the opportunity to play 
with guys like him. There's no question why he's the leader here."  

What stands out the most? 
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"Honestly, his work ethic out there in practice," Bunting said. "He's 
working hard, hard on the pucks, has a great shot and his vision is 
unbelievable."  

Bunting feels like his game complements Tavares well.  

"I'm a guy who likes to get to the net, create space for guys like John and 
win loose puck battles and be able to put the puck in as well from in 
front." 

"He is a guy that is really hard on the puck," Keefe said, "but also very 
good and tenacious around the net. He loves to score goals. From the 
time I coached him in Sault Ste. Marie and he joined as a late bloomer 
coming into junior hockey in the OHL, he loved to score and was 
relentless around the goal. He showed that last season in Arizona as 
well. A lot of the goals he scored — there were not a whole lot of flukey 
goals there. He was challenging the crease and getting after the net. 
That is what he does. He has developed some great confidence." 

The 26-year-old Bunting has only played 26 NHL games, but excelled 
last season with Arizona potting 10 goals in 21 games.  

"I'm kind of a guy who has that nothing-to-lose attitude so once I got that 
opportunity I ran with it and was fortunate to have that success and I'm 
looking to continue that with the Leafs," he said. 

The Toronto native, who grew up admiring guys like Tie Domi, Darcy 
Tucker and Wendel Clark, took less money to sign with his hometown 
team.  

"He really wants to be here and be a Maple Leaf," Keefe added. "The 
work he has put in this off-season has reflected that. The skill-set he has 
in terms of being on the puck, being around the net and being able to 
finish chances is a good fit to play with some of our better players. We 
are going to give him that opportunity." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Bunting sees natural fit with Tavares 

One of the biggest storylines at Maple Leafs camp is who will claim the 
vacant left wing jobs in the top six and so far, Michael Bunting has been 
getting a good look. TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters has more 
on how Bunting is fitting in with his new team and how he has enjoyed 
playing with John Tavares. 

--- 

Wayne Simmonds revealed that Tavares invited players to his cottage 
late in the summer as part of a team-bonding initiative.  

"We all went up there and trained and had an opportunity to spend time 
with one another," Simmonds said. "It's huge. You have guys who are 
new to the team who come to things like that and it gives you a chance to 
learn about them, to pick their brains, to see what makes them tick and 
that's what we did there."  

It also helped the group move on from the gut-wrenching first-round 
playoff collapse against the Montreal Canadiens.  

"That was one of the main things in going to Johnny's house," Simmonds 
said. "We had great dialogue with one another and we kept it real. We 
got to address what happened last year head on and we're not hiding 
from it. It's for us to learn from and get better and to mature as a team."  

"It was a significant trip," said Keefe. "They spent time together and it 
wasn't just time relaxing on the water. They got some work in while they 
were there, too, skating and training ... I don't know a whole lot that went 
on there. I don't want to know because it's their time to do that. But 
John's initiative to do it speaks to his leadership and his growth. He has 
established himself here over time as the captain and leader of this team. 
I think it was a very positive step for us that sets us up for success going 
into camp and into the season." 

Tavares organized cottage outing to help Leafs 'mature as a team' 

Following the Maple Leafs' disappointing end the the season, the team 
gathered together at John Tavares' cottage, which was organized by the 

team captain. It was an opportunity for some players to meet their new 
teammates and help the team address what happened and bond as a 
team. 

--- 

David Kampf is new to the Leafs, but the former Chicago Blackhawks 
centre knows exactly what is expected of him.  

"My role is to play in the defensive zone, on the PK and I can help on 
faceoffs," the 26-year-old Czech native said.   

What's a good season look like for him?  

"I don't have a number for goals or assists [in mind], but my goal is to 
shut down the best players in the NHL," he said in a matter-of-fact tone. 
"That's my role. If I score some goals it would be good, but on this team 
we have so many players who can score goals."  

That's music to the ears of Keefe.  

"He knows exactly who he is and what he does," the coach said. "He has 
done a very good job of it around the league. I have had a number of 
NHL coaches reach out to me and talk about how much respect they 
have for Kampf's game and what he does. That includes Jeremy Colliton 
in Chicago. To put together successful teams, you need guys who are 
very comfortable in playing those types of roles." 

Kampf on role with Leafs: 'Shut down the best players in the NHL' 

David Kampf has some lofty goals this season but he's looking forward to 
the challenge of being a contributor to the Leafs by being a player that 
can shut down the best players in the NHL. Head coach Sheldon Keefe 
has heard from coaches around the league about how much respect they 
have for Kampf's game. 

--- 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

First group  

Ritchie-Brooks-Marner  

Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Nylander  

Robertson-Amadio-Spezza  

Gabriel-Douglas/Abramov-Gogolev 

Rielly-Dermott 

Dahlstrom-Holl 

Rubins-Menell 

Hellickson-Hollowell 

Campbell 

Mrazek 

Second group  

Bunting-Tavares-Ho-Sang 

Gusev-Kampf-Kase 

Engvall-Semyonov-Simmonds  

Seney/Clune-Der-Arguchintsev-Anderson 

Muzzin-Liljegren 

Sandin-Brodie 

Kivihalme-Villenueve 

Kral-Biega  

Hutchinson 
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Woll 

Injured: Matthews, Steeves 
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TSN.CA / CMA president calls on Alberta teams to cut arena, stadium 
capacity 

The president of the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) says Alberta 
Health Services (AHS) should immediately reduce capacity limits for both 
indoor and outdoor professional sports teams, and if the provincial 
government refuses, that teams should commit to the rollbacks 
themselves. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

The president of the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) says Alberta 
Health Services (AHS) should immediately reduce capacity limits for both 
indoor and outdoor professional sports teams, and if the provincial 
government refuses, that teams should commit to the rollbacks 
themselves. 

Dr. Katharine Smart, whose CMA represents more than 75,000 
physicians across the country, said that Alberta Health Services, the 
provincial body that oversees health care in the province, has been 
negligent in its response to COVID-19. 

“The health care system in Alberta has collapsed,” Dr. Smart said in an 
interview with TSN on Thursday. “We wouldn't be in this situation if we 
had had stronger public health measures in Alberta. Physicians have 
been saying that now for weeks but that didn't happen... Right now we 
need groups like sports organizations to step up and be leaders.” 

TSN reported on Wednesday that more than a dozen critical care and 
infectious disease specialists were upset that National Hockey League 
teams in Alberta planned to start their seasons playing games in arenas 
at 100 per cent capacity, as permitted by the provincial government. 

Rogers Place in Edmonton is an 18,347-seat arena and the Scotiabank 
Saddledome in Calgary can hold 19,289 fans. The Calgary Flames are 
scheduled to host the Edmonton Oilers on Sunday in the teams’ first pre-
season game. 

“I don’t think it is acceptable [to play before full capacity] at all right now 
until the health care system has stabilized,” Dr. Smart said. “All elective 
surgeries are cancelled. It’s life and limb only. ICU capacity is almost 
entirely full. Alberta is literally just a few people away from starting to 
triage critical care, which means some people will be denied critical care 
and some people will be removed from critical care. Alberta is now 
looking at airlifting [ICU patients] out of the province. That's why you're 
hearing so much concern about gathering upwards of 20,000 people in 
an enclosed space.” 

Tom MacMillan, a spokesman for the AHS, wrote in an email on 
Thursday that the provincial ministry would not respond to Dr. Smart’s 
criticism. 

“We will continue to monitor the situation closely and recommend any 
change in our approach if and as needed,” MacMillan wrote. 

Determining how to respond to Dr. Smart’s request is complex for teams 
that already have lost millions of dollars during the pandemic. One NHL 
team president told TSN on Friday that cutting back to 50 per cent arena 
capacity from 100 per cent would probably cost even small-market teams 
close to $1 million per game and could lead to employee layoffs. 

Spokesmen for the Oilers, Flames and Stampeders did not respond to 
requests for a response to Dr. Smart’s plea. 

The Elks play in the 56,302-seat Commonwealth Stadium and 
spokesman Evan Daum said the team will review its protocols before its 
next home game on Oct. 15 against Winnipeg. 

“We understand the significant strain COVID-19 has put on our 
healthcare system and the important leadership role we play in terms of 
bringing our community together safely,” Daum wrote in an email to TSN. 
“As our next home game on October 15th approaches, we will continue 
to evaluate our current plans and adjust them as needed to best mitigate 
risk.” 

Dr. Joe Vipond, an emergency room doctor who practices at the Foothills 
Medical Centre in Calgary, warns the province may be heading towards 
the kind of crisis the world watched unfold last spring in the northern 
Italian region of Lombardy, where there were so many COVID-19 deaths 
that the military had to be called in to take coffins stacked in warehouses 
to crematories. 

“We are heading for disaster,” Dr. Vipond said in an interview on Friday. 
“Our government told people in July that Covid was over and there’s still 
a lag. Many people still believe that. We're going to pay the price” 

AHS president Dr. Verna Yiu said Thursday at a press conference that 
Alberta over the previous five days had admitted at least 23 new ICU 
patients each day. "We can only keep pace in ICU because patients are 
passing away," Dr. Yiu said. 

In Ontario, which has more than triple Alberta’s population but fewer than 
one-third as many active COVID-19 cases, the Ontario government 
announced today that the Toronto Maple Leafs, Ottawa Senators and 
Toronto Raptors will be allowed to play at 50 per cent capacity to begin 
the pre-season. 

Ontario’s CFL teams and the Toronto Blue Jays will be permitted to fill 
their stadiums to 75 per cent capacity. Those limits may increase or 
decrease as the province navigates through the fall and winter. 

“Being outside is indeed much safer, but when we are talking about 
people spending prolonged periods next to one another unmasked, there 
is still risk,” Dr. Ilan Schwartz, an infectious disease specialist in 
Edmonton, wrote in a text message to TSN on Thursday. “Overall, I think 
the risk [of spreading COVID-19 in an outdoor setting] is low but given 
just how desperately strained our healthcare system is right now, I think 
limiting capacity would be prudent.” 

Dr. Smart agreed with Dr. Schwartz and three other infectious disease 
specialists contacted by TSN on Thursday that the risks of contracting 
COVID-19 at an outdoor event are lower than they are in an indoor 
hockey rink. 

“Outdoor is a little bit better because you don't have the same ventilation 
issues that you have in an indoor arena, but you still have the issues of 
people being crowded close together,” Dr. Smart said. “Maintaining social 
distancing at this point is still important.” 

Dr. Smart said it may only be days before Alberta hospitals, jammed with 
patients, are unable to provide treatment for the critically ill. 

“We're going to start losing friends and neighbours, and it's not only 
going to be from COVID-19. It's going to be from things like car 
accidents, heart attacks, and cancer,” she said. “People need to reflect 
on that when they're making these decisions about issues like arena and 
stadium capacities.” 

While doctors say Alberta is days away from running out of ICU beds for 
its sickest patients, the province’s sports teams say they are following the 
standards set by the province in filling their venues and that they have 
numerous protocols to safeguard fans. 

While the Stampeders and Flames require fans to be fully vaccinated to 
attend games, the Elks will allow unvaccinated fans to attend games if 
they have negative COVID-19 tests that are up to 72 hours old. The 
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Oilers will allow unvaccinated fans with negative COVID-19 tests that are 
up to 48 hours old. 

The two football teams do not require fans to wear masks in their seats, 
while the hockey teams say they’ll require mask wearing from seated 
fans when they are not eating or drinking. 

Recent medical studies show that while vaccinated people can contract 
COVID-19, the unvaccinated are 29 times as likely to end up hospitalized 
with the virus as a vaccinated person. 

Nevertheless, Dr. Smart said both the vaccinated and unvaccinated alike 
(COVID-19 vaccines have not been approved for children under 12) who 
attend a sports event can still catch the virus and pass it along to the 
elderly or others at risk. 

"The risk tolerance would be different if the system wasn't collapsing," 
she said. 

As of Sept. 18, 61.9 per cent of people in Alberta were fully vaccinated, 
Health Canada reported today, compared to 73.2 per cent in Quebec, 
71.2 per cent in B.C., and 69.9 per cent in Ontario. 

Dr. Smart said she hopes both Alberta Health Services and the teams 
hear her appeal. 

“The responsible approach is limiting fans so that they can be 
appropriately socially distanced in the arena, making sure people are 
vaccinated, and having indoor masking,” she said. “We have to keep 
people appropriately distanced and that's not possible when you have a 
fully packed arena.” 
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TSN.CA / Marner hopes Ritchie brings heft to Toronto’s top line 

As Kristen Shilton writes, Mitch Marner will be looking to benefit from 
Nick Ritchie’s threatening presence up front. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Mitch Marner once had good reason to fear Nick Ritchie.  

The future Maple Leafs teammates first met as students at the 
prestigious Hill Academy, located just north of Toronto. Marner came in 
as an eighth grader, and Ritchie, who was two years ahead, cut a figure 
so intimidating that Marner can still recall it with a laugh. 

“At that time, I was like, 5-foot-5 or 5-foot-6, so [Ritchie] was a monster,” 
Marner said on Friday of his 6-foot-2, 230-pound counterpart. “I tried to 
stay away from him on the ice as much as I could. But [outside of that], 
he’s a very kind guy, and he was very kind to all of us younger guys. He 
was always trying to help us out and talk to us.” 

Fast forward a few years, and Marner will be looking to benefit from 
Ritchie’s threatening presence. 

Through the first two days of Leafs’ training camp, Marner and Ritchie 
have been slotted together on a line with centre Adam Brooks. The goal 
is to have Auston Matthews - who is on injured reserve rehabbing a wrist 
injury - replace Brooks thereby Toronto’s first game on Oct. 13, and 
Marner thinks it could be a productive unit.  

“[It’s good] because [Ritchie's] a big boy and he's not afraid to throw that 
body around,” Marner said. “I know for me and [Matthews], there's not a 
lot of opportunity sometimes to skate the puck in, so we're going to be 
trying to lay it in for him to get some nice looks in on people and try to get 
the puck away from defencemen. Then me and Matts can swoop in and 

get that puck out of the corner and try to make our offensive plays out of 
it.” 

Marner and Matthews are in the market for a new left winger since losing 
Zach Hyman to Edmonton in free agency. Ritchie wasn’t tendered a 
qualifying offer by the Boston Bruins, so he was free to sign a two-year, 
$5 million deal with the Leafs in July. 

While Boston chose to pass on keeping Ritchie, he’s still coming off the 
most productive season of his career. The 25-year-old put up 15 goals 
and 26 points in 56 games last year, and that was enough for Leafs' 
coach Sheldon Keefe to give him first crack at a spot on Toronto’s top 
line. But it’s clear Ritchie will have to keep earning it. 

“Ritchie is coming off of a good season where he scored a lot offensively, 
so you're expecting [him] to just come in and grab a hold of the 
opportunity,” Keefe said on Thursday. “But there’s a lot of competition for 
those spots. Each player, they've got great skill sets, they've had their 
own successes in the league. You expect [these guys] to take advantage 
of the opportunities they have.” 

To that end, Ritchie is opting not to get ahead of himself. The winger said 
he’s just “excited to go wherever the coach wants me” while also 
admitting how a top-six perch with Marner and Matthews would be 
enticing. 

“To get a chance to play with elite players like that [is amazing] and 
hopefully I can put myself in the position to play with those guys,” he 
said. “[Marner] is a pretty awesome athlete, obviously an amazing 
hockey player. He's looking really good so far. It's going to be a big year 
for everyone, and he looks like he's on the right track right now." 

A focus for Marner in the off-season was improving his shot, which has 
become something of a yearly theme for him. Long known for his pass-
first mentality, Marner has once again made it his mission to become 
more of a shooter. But habits like his - which have resulted in 255 assists 
and 358 points through 355 games to date - are hard to break. 

“A majority of the time why [the shot is] an extra second behind is 
because for me, I'm trying to scan the ice to see what other play I can 
make,” Marner said. “Sometimes it's obviously the right play; sometimes 
it's probably better to just get pucks to the net. It's something I've been 
doing for a while, it's just something I'm trying to get out of my head, 
trying to be more of a surprise shooter and getting it towards the net 
instead of trying to be the perfect shot guy.” 

Marner wasn’t able to capitalize on any chances to score during the 
Leafs’ doomed playoff run last season, tallying just four assists in seven 
games before Toronto was ousted in the first round by Montreal. The 24-
year-old has tried to put the sting of those failures behind him and 
refuses to start doubting himself now.  

“l let my creative stuff do its [thing], I’m not going to change anything of 
that,” Marner said of his mentality. “If I think I can make a plan I'll try to, 
but my mindset is just trying to get the puck off my stick quicker when I 
have the opportunity and do good things [out there].” 

TSN.CA LOADED: 09.25.2021 

1221021 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Hard data suggests Sens’ rebuild isn’t over 

Pierre Dorion is striking a different tone with the media as the season 
approaches. The organization believes the rebuild is over, and are 
setting expectations accordingly. But is that more of a forecast than a 
reality? Travis Yost examines the state of the Ottawa Senators. 

 

By Travis Yost 
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Entering his fifth season as general manager of the Ottawa Senators, 
Pierre Dorion is striking a different tone with the media. The organization 
believes the rebuild is over, and are setting expectations accordingly. 

It’s an interesting gambit from the Senators’ front office, if only because 
there is an ocean-sized gap between having a tremendous pool of 
prospects at your disposal and having a talented enough team to 
compete at the National Hockey League level. 

There is little to quibble with as it pertains to Dorion’s stockpiling of 
talented prospects who have dominated at lower levels – Ottawa boasts 
one of the league’s deepest farm systems, and that young talent has 
been injected into the NHL lineup in recent seasons. So much so that the 
Senators expect to enter this season with an average forward age just 
north of 23. 

Dorion’s comments about the rebuild being over seemed more so a 
forecast than reality. He may very well be right about Ottawa’s outlook for 
this season. The bullish case for this youthful roster is the majority of 
prospects take steps forward in their developmental cycles, and a team 
that looked competitive at the tail end of last year continues its rise up the 
Atlantic Division standings. 

But we have also seen front offices – in every major sport – get out over 
their skis when signaling the ends of rebuilds. Dorion may very well be 
right this team is ready to take a sizable step forward. But what if it isn’t? 

There is enough data to suggest the rebuild is still very much alive in 
Ottawa. Consider the performance of the Senators over the past three 
seasons as they have matriculated through this rebuild. We have seen 
positive shifts in performance. But we also see a team that’s generally 
been underwater. 

Let’s look at even-strength performance, game-over-game, for the past 
four seasons. This is goaltender neutral, so what we are capturing here is 
shot advantages adjusted for the quality of those shots:  

We expect negative seasons with such a young and transitional roster. 
But I suppose what you would have preferred to see is last season 
looking a lot stronger than it did. I have seen some attribute that to 
playing in the all-Canadian division and the absence of another truly 
weak team – teams that exist in Ottawa’s current division, recently in the 
form of Detroit and Buffalo. 

What if we bring goaltenders into the mix? Same graph, but this time as a 
function of real goals, not expected goals: 

This works even worse, but we can attribute much of this to a dismal start 
to the season for goaltender Matt Murray. It is worth pointing out that the 
team rebounded nicely on the goal differential front towards the end of 
the season, and Murray (and the broader goaltending group for that 
matter) were a big part of it. 

On the other hand, this is still a team that’s 26th in save percentage over 
this period. Expecting significant change heading into next year without a 
corresponding personnel change would seem like a bad bet. 

What indicators do we historically have of rebuilds that are starting to turn 
in the right direction? One of the things I like to look at is the players who 
are playing to break-even performance (or better) over a given period. 
Rebuilds are always painful, but as more talent comes onboard, team 
performance moves accordingly. 

Most of Ottawa’s roster is still underwater: 

Each season, Ottawa has had a couple of skaters reach a neutral (or 
better) goal differential. 

Last year, for example, it was breakout defenceman Artem Zub and then 
21-year-old fellow blueliner Erik Brannstrom. But one thing that’s not lost 
on me is how only one player – surprise, surprise, it was former winger 
Mark Stone – has been able to reach break-even on more than one 
occasion. Several players in the Ottawa lineup, headlined by Brady 
Tkachuk and Thomas Chabot, have never cleared that bar. 

Again, it’s entirely possible that this year is where it all comes together for 
the Senators. We have seen these players dictate games at lower levels 
of competition in a way that makes all of us believers, not just Dorion. But 
if hope and belief rests on one side, the hard data rests on the other side. 

If the rebuild is over, we aren’t seeing any signs of it. Not yet anyway. 
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USA TODAY / Washington Capitals announce Caesars Sportsbook 
jersey Chris Bumbaca 

 

USA TODAY 

 

The Washington Capitals on Friday became the first NHL to sell jersey 
advertisements.  

The team announced a partnership with Caesars Entertainment, and a 
3x3.5-inch patch near the right shoulder on the front of the jersey will 
advertise the sportsbook.   

The agreement between Monumental Sports and Entertainment, which 
owns the Capitals, and Caesars also includes VIP seating at Capital One 
Arena for Caps home games. A brick and mortar sportsbook attached to 
the arena opened in May 2021. 

While Major League Soccer first allowed gambling-related jersey 
sponsors in 2019, the Capitals are believed to be the first of the major 
four leagues (NHL, NBA, MLB and NFL) to advertise for a gambling 
company.  

The NHL's attire sponsorship program began in 2019 and one allows for 
one ad on each the jersey and helmet.  

Additionally, NHL guidelines state the jersey advertisements cannot 
include gambling if its not legal in the home market, according to ESPN.  
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