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‘Pretty good so far’: How new Canes defenseman Ethan Bear is fitting in with the team  

By Chip Alexander  

It won’t be hard for Carolina Hurricanes fans to spot Ethan 
Bear on the ice. 

Look for No. 25, the guy with the long, black locks of hair 
curling out from under the back of his helmet. 

Bear will be the defenseman paired with ... Jaccob Slavin? 

That’s where Bear has been early in the Canes’ preseason 
training camp. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour and his staff 
decided to have Bear line up with Slavin, one of the NHL’s 
best D-men, while Bear learns the Canes system and the 
nuances of playing on the back end in that system in his first 
year with Carolina. 

“It’s good,” Bear said to the media Thursday. “He’s 
dependable and reliable, so it allows me to do my job and 
play my game. It doesn’t get any easier for me than that.” 

Brind’Amour on Friday called Slavin a “mentor, for sure” in 
helping Bear ease his way into things at camp. 

“He’s looking good but probably anybody would look good 
playing next to ‘Slavo’ even though we’re not playing 
(games) yet,” Brind’Amour said to the media. “I think it’s a 
good match. We’ll try a bunch of different things but I think at 
the start you want to get comfortable and that’s a good 
partner there.” 

Canes looking for depth 

At 24, after being drafted by the Edmonton Oilers and 
playing for the Oilers, Bear suddenly found himself uprooted 
and traded. The Oilers sent him to Carolina on July 28 in a 
one-on-one deal for forward Warren Foegele. 

“There was shock but I’m very happy where I’m at and it was 
a very pleasant surprise,” Bear said. 

The Canes wanted more depth on defense. Bringing in Bear, 
a right-shot D-man, was a big part of that for Carolina, which 
also signed Ian Cole, Tony DeAngelo, Brendan Smith and 
Eric Gelinas as free agents. 

Asked what Bear can add to the Canes, Brind’Amour said, 
“Everything.” 

“I think there’s a lot of untapped potential here, offensively, 
getting involved in the rush and just playing the way we play. 
He can skate. I think it will be a good fit for a long time to 
come, hopefully.” 

Fitting in 

Slavin, one of the Canes’ alternate captains, said he will do 
all he can to help with the transition, the fit. 

“It’s been pretty good so far,” Slavin said to the media Friday. 
“Off the ice we’ve connected pretty well. ... Talkative guy, 
super nice, easy going, easy to talk to, funny guy. 

“On the ice he’s a smooth skater. Good offensive ability, 
good puck-moving ability. So, super excited for what that 
could be. We’ve just got to get the chemistry going.” 

While Brind’Amour seemed more noncommital, Slavin 
sounded as if he expected to be paired with Bear for a while. 
That also would be a change from the past three seasons, 
when Slavin and Dougie Hamilton often formed the Canes’ 
top defensive pairing.  

Hamilton roamed and shot. Slavin, while not bashful in being 
part of the offense, covered up for his partner defensively. It 
worked. 

With Hamilton gone in free agency to the New Jersey Devils, 
some believed the offensive-minded DeAngelo might slide 
into Hamilton’s old spot next to Slavin. But Bear, listed at 5-
11 and 197 pounds, is getting the first look in camp — a D-
man who wore No. 74 with the Oilers playing with Slavin, No. 
74 for the Canes. 

‘No room for racism in hockey’ 

Hockey has presented constant challenges for Bear. Born in 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Bear was raised in the Ochapowace 
Cree Nation in Saskatchewan. Like other indigenous hockey 
players, including former Canes forward Micheal Ferland, he 
has encountered racist taunts and comments about his 
heritage while playing. 

After the Oilers were eliminated from the 2021 Stanley Cup 
playoffs by the Winnipeg Jets, swept in four games in the 
opening round, Bear used social media to address racist 
comments made on his Instagram account. One of Bear’s 
Instagram posts said: “There is no room for racism in 
hockey.” 

“I’m here to stand up to this behavior, to these comments,” 
Bear said in a video posted on Twitter by the Oilers “I’m 
proud of where I come from. I’m proud to be from 
Ochapowace First Nation. And I’m not just doing this for 
myself. I’m doing this for all people of color. I’m doing this for 
the next generation, to help make change, to love one 
another, to support one another, to be kind to each other.” 

The response was instant and supportive, easing some of 
the sting. The loss to the Jets ended what had been a tough 
season for Bear, who suffered a concussion when he was hit 
by an errant puck while sitting on the bench. 

Now, Bear has a new team, a new city and new 
surroundings, as he moves on with his hockey career.  

“I look at it as a new opportunity,” Bear said. “I get a fresh 
start and as a player, that’s huge. I just want to work hard, 
compete and make a good first impression.”
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Hurricanes camp, Day 3: First cuts, systems, stray observations 

By Sara Civian 

The third day of Hurricanes training camp brought the first 
round of cuts. 

Five players will head back to their junior teams: Forwards 
Bobby Orr (I swear that’s his official name on the roster) and 
Justin Robidas, defensemen Bryce Montgomery and Ronan 
Seeley and goaltender Patrik Hamrla. The training camp 
roster stands at 47 players, and the decisions only get harder 
from here. 

“Not a lot of expectations after three days, more just trying to 
get stuff introduced and get a good look at the new guys, 
which we’ve done,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think it’s 
been good. What’s great is the guys that have been here are 
really helping out. It’s a lot of systems and things that I don’t 
really have to explain — they’re helping each other, and 
that’s how it should be, so I think for three days in, we’re right 
where we need to be.” 

Day 3 was heavy on system implementation for Team 
Attitude, with a little bit of conditioning ahead of Sunday’s 
day off. Brett Pesce was one of the guys leading the way in 
terms of helping out. He was particularly vocal throughout 
the tougher drills and I heard Brind’Amour thanking him for 
leading a lot of the on-ice communication. 

“He leads quietly and kind of secretly in his own way,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Certainly in the way he plays. Do I think 
he’s going to step up more? I mean, there’s not a lot more he 
can do. If we get more out of him, we’re going to be in pretty 
good shape.” 

That “secretive” style of leadership that people feel 
comfortable around will be more important than ever with 
such a new-look blue line. Speaking of which, days 2 and 3 
lines were the same as Day 1: 

Nino Niederreiter — Sebastian Aho — Martin Necas 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi — Vincent Trocheck — Teuvo 
Teravainen 
Andrei Svechnikov — Jordan Staal — Jesper Fast 
Josh Leivo / Steven Lorentz — Derek Stepan — Jordan 
Martinook 

Jaccob Slavin — Ethan Bear 
Brady Skjei — Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole — Tony DeAngelo 
Brendan Smith — Joey Keane 

We already agreed we won’t read too much into this, and the 
practices haven’t gotten into the nitty-gritty of systems quite 
yet. Brind’Amour also keeps saying he’s not going to get a 
true assessment of any bubble players/specific roster spot 
battles until a preseason game is played, and switching lines 
too much at the beginning of camp can create too many 
variables when trying to assess individual players. 

Scrimmages aren’t happening yet, so it’s pointless to assign 
too much importance to line combinations. 

*Leaps off soapbox* 

“I’m not worried about if we have ‘it’ during Game 1 of the 
preseason,” Brind’Amour said. “I’m honestly looking forward 
to getting the video of us playing to be able to teach off that. I 
think that’ll be a big, big asset in bringing everybody 
together.” 

So, if we’re going to spend our precious energy getting 
worked up about something during training camp (which, of 
course we are), let it be the lessons learned in the actual 
exhibition games. 

• Quotes of the day: The NHL announced it’s going to crack 
down on cross-checking this year, and it used a video of 
Svechnikov getting cross-checked with no call as an 
example. We told Svechnikov he was in the video and he 
said, “I gotta be careful, I gotta be careful, yeah.” We then 
told him he was not the one doing the cross-checking, he 
was the one getting cross-checked and he said, “Yeah, well, 
I still gotta be careful and take less penalties — that’s for 
sure.” 

Since we’re doing updates every other day, we missed some 
Martinook gems from Day 2. Reporter: “What was the whole 
free-agency process like for you?” Martinook: “It sucked 
(laughing). No, it was good, it was definitely interesting to 
see that side of it and talk with teams, but I think everyone in 
this room knows where my heart was at. It was tough 
because I was worried there when it kind of came down to it. 
I couldn’t see myself anywhere else.” Reporter: “Did you 
recruit (Coyotes teammate) Antti Raanta at all?” Martinook: “I 
was trying to get recruited myself.” 

• Chirp of the day: A Team Energy drill that separated the 
roster into “Team Red” and “Team White” ended up in a tie. 
The winner was supposed to be decided in a shootout, but 
with a twist: Team White got to pick the shooter on Team 
Red, and Team Red got to pick the shooter on Team White. 
Four shooters later, and no one scored. Brind’Amour: “You 
all lose. The goalies win.” 

• Newsworthy tidbit of the day: Top prospect Seth Jarvis has 
missed the first three days of training camp because he 
tweaked something during the prospects showcase. 
Brind’Amour says he expects Jarvis to return within a matter 
of days. 

• Gigantic human of the day: Eric Gelinas is gigantic. It says 
he’s 6-foot-4, but it’s more like if 6-4 looked like 6-7. Between 
his size and ample NHL experience, he could be a dark 
horse NHL extra. 

• I was expecting the NC State tailgates outside PNC Arena 
today to be significantly rowdier, and I’m pretty disappointed.
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Hurricanes camp, Day 3: First cuts, systems, stray observations 

 

By Sara Civian  

Sep 25, 2021 

 

The third day of Hurricanes training camp brought the first round of cuts. 

Five players will head back to their junior teams: Forwards Bobby Orr (I 
swear that’s his official name on the roster) and Justin Robidas, 
defensemen Bryce Montgomery and Ronan Seeley and goaltender Patrik 
Hamrla. The training camp roster stands at 47 players, and the decisions 
only get harder from here. 

“Not a lot of expectations after three days, more just trying to get stuff 
introduced and get a good look at the new guys, which we’ve done,” 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think it’s been good. What’s great is the 
guys that have been here are really helping out. It’s a lot of systems and 
things that I don’t really have to explain — they’re helping each other, 
and that’s how it should be, so I think for three days in, we’re right where 
we need to be.” 

Day 3 was heavy on system implementation for Team Attitude, with a 
little bit of conditioning ahead of Sunday’s day off. Brett Pesce was one 
of the guys leading the way in terms of helping out. He was particularly 
vocal throughout the tougher drills and I heard Brind’Amour thanking him 
for leading a lot of the on-ice communication. 

“He leads quietly and kind of secretly in his own way,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Certainly in the way he plays. Do I think he’s going to step up more? I 
mean, there’s not a lot more he can do. If we get more out of him, we’re 
going to be in pretty good shape.” 

That “secretive” style of leadership that people feel comfortable around 
will be more important than ever with such a new-look blue line. 
Speaking of which, days 2 and 3 lines were the same as Day 1: 

Nino Niederreiter — Sebastian Aho — Martin Necas 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi — Vincent Trocheck — Teuvo Teravainen 

Andrei Svechnikov — Jordan Staal — Jesper Fast 

Josh Leivo / Steven Lorentz — Derek Stepan — Jordan Martinook 

Jaccob Slavin — Ethan Bear 

Brady Skjei — Brett Pesce 

Ian Cole — Tony DeAngelo 

Brendan Smith — Joey Keane 

We already agreed we won’t read too much into this, and the practices 
haven’t gotten into the nitty-gritty of systems quite yet. Brind’Amour also 
keeps saying he’s not going to get a true assessment of any bubble 
players/specific roster spot battles until a preseason game is played, and 
switching lines too much at the beginning of camp can create too many 
variables when trying to assess individual players. Scrimmages aren’t 
happening yet, so it’s pointless to assign too much importance to line 
combinations. 

*Leaps off soapbox* 

“I’m not worried about if we have ‘it’ during Game 1 of the preseason,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I’m honestly looking forward to getting the video of us 
playing to be able to teach off that. I think that’ll be a big, big asset in 
bringing everybody together.” 

So, if we’re going to spend our precious energy getting worked up about 
something during training camp (which, of course we are), let it be the 
lessons learned in the actual exhibition games. 

• Quotes of the day: The NHL announced it’s going to crack down on 
cross-checking this year, and it used a video of Svechnikov getting cross-
checked with no call as an example. We told Svechnikov he was in the 
video and he said, “I gotta be careful, I gotta be careful, yeah.” We then 
told him he was not the one doing the cross-checking, he was the one 
getting cross-checked and he said, “Yeah, well, I still gotta be careful and 
take less penalties — that’s for sure.” 

Since we’re doing updates every other day, we missed some Martinook 
gems from Day 2. Reporter: “What was the whole free-agency process 
like for you?” Martinook: “It sucked (laughing). No, it was good, it was 
definitely interesting to see that side of it and talk with teams, but I think 
everyone in this room knows where my heart was at. It was tough 
because I was worried there when it kind of came down to it. I couldn’t 
see myself anywhere else.” Reporter: “Did you recruit (Coyotes 
teammate) Antti Raanta at all?” Martinook: “I was trying to get recruited 
myself.” 

• Chirp of the day: A Team Energy drill that separated the roster into 
“Team Red” and “Team White” ended up in a tie. The winner was 
supposed to be decided in a shootout, but with a twist: Team White got to 
pick the shooter on Team Red, and Team Red got to pick the shooter on 
Team White. Four shooters later, and no one scored. Brind’Amour: “You 
all lose. The goalies win.” 
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• Newsworthy tidbit of the day: Top prospect Seth Jarvis has missed the 
first three days of training camp because he tweaked something during 
the prospects showcase. Brind’Amour says he expects Jarvis to return 
within a matter of days. 

• Gigantic human of the day: Eric Gelinas is gigantic. It says he’s 6-foot-
4, but it’s more like if 6-4 looked like 6-7. Between his size and ample 
NHL experience, he could be a dark horse NHL extra. 

• I was expecting the NC State tailgates outside PNC Arena today to be 
significantly rowdier, and I’m pretty disappointed. 

 

Sara Civian 
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Lightning’s Zach Bogosian happy to grow some roots in Tampa 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 

 

BRANDON — When Zach Bogosian walked into the Lightning locker 
room for the first time this season, it felt like he had never left. Sure, 
some players have come and gone since the defenseman won the 
Stanley Cup with the team in 2019-20, but the core of the group was 
intact. 

“Technically, a year ago I was still a part of the Lightning,” he said, “which 
is still kind of crazy to think about.” 

Bogosian left the Lightning after one season in free agency in October for 
the Maple Leafs. He returned in July in free agency on a three-year deal. 

He has been back in the area for more than a month. He wanted to help 
his wife, Bianca, and their three children get settled in before training 
camp. 

#GoBolts’ Bogosian said when he walked back in , he didn’t feel like he 
had left. Has been back for more than a month, but said everything “has 
been great” so far. pic.twitter.com/vAKv1VmiZk 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) September 25, 2021 

It didn’t take long for Bogosian to reacclimate to the area. 

“When I first got down here mid-August, I stepped outside and 
immediately started sweating,” Bogosian joked. 

One of the selling points for Bogosian to return was giving his family a 
place to call home. 

He spent 65 days away from them in the Canadian postseason bubbles 
during the Lightning’s 2019-20 Stanley Cup run, and they stayed in the 
United States while he played for the Maple Leafs last season. 

“If your family’s happy and the stars align that way, it makes things easier 
as an athlete,” Bogosian, 31, said. “You know at this point in my life, I’m 
more focused on making sure my kids are set up, and obviously getting a 
chance to come to the best team in the league, it’s the best of both 
worlds.” 

If one team has the “hunger” and “drive” to go for three straight Stanley 
Cups, it’s this Lightning team, he said. 

“You have a majority of the group who have gone back-to-back, and then 
you have guys who are coming in that have had past success,” Bogosian 
said. 

“You get a lot of guys who just want to win. Just mixing that core group of 
guys who have been here and then the new guys that are coming in, 
that’s a recipe for hunger, I think, in itself. There’s an honest belief that 
we can do it again.” 

Curtis McElhinney retires 

Former Tampa Bay goaltender Curtis McElhinney has retired, according 
to a bio change he made on Instagram. 

Looks like former #GoBolts goaltender Curtis McElhinney has decided to 
retire. 249 games with 198 starts, 94-95 record. #TBLightning has always 
spoken highly of him even with a short two-year stint in Tampa. 
https://t.co/hLWsT3ixGX 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) September 25, 2021 

McElhinney, 38, played with the Lightning for the past two seasons, but 
instead of extending McElhinney’s tenure, the team signed Brian Elliott 
as its new back-up in free agency. 

McElhinney played in 30 games for the Lightning, including 12 last 
season. He did not appear in any of their postseason games as Andrei 
Vasilevskiy made every start. 
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When Lightning came calling, ‘Moose’ answered 

Veteran goaltender Brian Elliott will serve as Andrei Vasilevskiy’s backup 
in net. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

 

BRANDON — It hasn’t been an easy road for new Lightning goaltender 
Brian Elliott. A ninth-round pick, his career began with a lottery ticket. 
He’s been a starter and a backup, an All-Star and the league leader in 
save percentage. 

Along the way, he’s carved out a 14-year career with the mindset that 
he’d make the best of every opportunity presented to him. So when the 
Lightning came calling this offseason with the offer of becoming Andrei 
Vasilevskiy’s backup, Elliott couldn’t say no. 

“Having a two-time Stanley Cup champion knock on your door, that’s 
definitely intriguing and you want to be part of that,” Elliott said. 

He replaces Curtis McElhinney, who served as the Lightning’s No. 2 
goaltender the previous two seasons. Elliott spent the past four seasons 
with the Flyers, posting a 65-38-14 record, 2.86 goals against average 
and .902 save percentage. 

He started 26 of Philadelphia’s 56 games last season, more than 
anticipated due to highly touted Carter Hart’s growing pains. 

Elliott should see fewer starts playing behind Vasilevskiy, who led the 
league in wins the past four seasons and started 75 percent of the 
Lightning’s regular-season games the past two seasons, plus all 48 
(including the three round-robin games in 2020) during Tampa Bay’s 
back-to-back Stanley Cup playoff runs. 

Still, Elliott averaged 30 starts during his four seasons in Philadelphia, so 
he can carry a larger load. It could allow the Lightning to rest Vasilevskiy 
more often following two long postseasons (and the short offseasons that 
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followed) and a break in the schedule during which Vasilevskiy likely will 
play for Russia in the Olympics. 

“Being able to know that we can count on Brian Elliott, who is a veteran 
who’s played this role for many years, who can handle the workload, 
obviously, that brings us great comfort,” said Lightning general manager 
Julien BriseBois, “and that’s why we brought him in.” 

Even at 36, Elliott says he’s still learning, trying to take little things from 
his goaltending partners’ games to add to his own. He said he can 
already tell there’s plenty to learn from Vasilevskiy. 

“I think it’s just his consistency with his positioning,” Elliott said. “You 
don’t see too many differences with him from shot to shot or drill to drill, 
and I think that’s probably what makes him such an elite goaltender. 

“... I obviously can’t play exactly like he can. But I can take bits and 
pieces and try to implement it in my own game, so that’s what’s fun about 
being a goalie and having a partner like that.” 

When Elliott signed with the Lightning in late July, he was surprised to 
have several players reach out to him to offer help with relocating to 
Tampa. 

“I think you expect it from a captain or an assistant captain here or there, 
but there was a lot of guys and I was definitely surprised and happy,” 
Elliott said.” And it just makes you feel that you’re welcomed and that 
you’re going to be a part of this group, so it was really nice to get that.” 

Elliott’s nickname is “Moose,” and for several years he’s had some sort of 
moose reference on his helmet — either antlers or a moose head or the 
word, “Moose.” It’s a tribute to Owen Scott, a close family friend who was 
a world champion moose caller and died during his freshman year of 
college at Wisconsin. 

The “moooooose” chants have followed from hometown fans. Elliott’s 
newly designed Lightning helmet has lightning bolts and palm trees on 
the sides and a moose head with sunglasses on the back. 

Asked the last time he did a moose call, Elliott said, “I don’t know. It’s 
been a while. I said the next time I was going to do it was when I had the 
Stanley Cup. 

“So, hopefully pretty soon.” 
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The Athletic / NHL business notebook: Reactions to the Capitals’ jersey 
ad deal; new names for the Florida Panthers’ arena and the Winter 
Classic 

 

By Sean Shapiro Sep 25, 2021 90  

 

The social media reaction was easily forecastable. 

When the Washington Capitals announced Friday that they had 
partnered with Caesars Sportsbook for the NHL’s first official jersey 
advertisement, coming not this season but in 2022-23, there were the 
expected reactions bemoaning such ads, both in that they existed and 
that a gambling company was first-to-market. 

The Capitals, and other teams, don’t care about your quip on Twitter. 
Until Twitter vitriol can net a team even close to $5 million per season or, 
more importantly, cost it that much, social media reaction is nothing more 
than noise. Also, teams are rather certain any bloviating about jersey ads 
won’t impact their bottom line; globally, soccer teams don’t have any 
issues selling jerseys with much larger advertisements. 

What I didn’t expect was to be surprised when talking to other NHL 
executives this week about jersey advertisement. Not that the Capitals 
were the first to get in on it — there is immense pride in Washington 
when it comes to being first on things like this — but that they secured a 
partner almost 13 months before the sponsorship is even allowed in a 
game. 

John Carlson, Nicklas Backstrom, Alexander Ovechkin and T.J. Oshie. 
(Courtesy of the Capitals) 

“They must have gotten one hell of a deal,” one NHL executive texted. 
“That’s the only reason you would move that quickly.” 

Another team executive pointed out how the first-to-market rush, in their 
mind, isn’t that important on a project like this. That executive believes 
that for their respective market, it would be best to wait and see how 
things shake out, with a realistic goal of landing a jersey sponsor in the 
spring. 

Caesars’ involvement also raised some eyebrows, and the Capitals’ 
partnership with Caesars, which runs a sportsbook in their arena, is a 
point of envy for others across the NHL. In the recent Board of Governors 
meeting, the Capitals’ success with the sportsbook and the additional 
traffic it’s brought to the arena was of keen interest to other teams. 

If money talks — and it does — the rest of the NHL would be lining up to 
house their own sportsbooks tomorrow if it were legal and logistically 
possible. 

The other thing to note about jersey advertisement is that it’s something 
the players and NHLPA are supportive of, even if blowback is typically 
aimed at the teams and owners on social media. For the players, it’s an 
opportunity to raise hockey-related revenue, which is vital toward cutting 
into the players’ $1 billion debt and eventually raising the salary cap and 
therefore player salaries. 

The Florida Panthers (Sam Navarro / USA Today) 

Panthers’ new home 

The Florida Panthers hope this is the ideal time to be in the market for a 
new naming rights partner on their arena in Sunrise. 

Formerly known as the BB&T Center, the building will now be known as 
FLA Live Arena until a new partner is established. The deal with BB&T 
ran through the end of 2021, but after a merger between BB&T and 
SunTrust Bank, the resulting company, Truist Financial, decided not to 
extend the deal nor change the name temporarily for this coming season. 

The name FLA Live Arena is a reflection of the mobile application, FLA 
Live!, which was already being used in the arena for hockey games and 
other events. 

The hope in Sunrise is that the combination of a team trending in a 
positive direction, a strong concert schedule and that the 2023 NHL All-
Star Game will likely be hosted there will draw considerable interest. 

It’s also a fascinating time to have naming rights available. Banks and 
telecommunications companies continue to dominate the market when it 
comes to naming rights, but gambling companies and those in the 
cryptocurrency space have started to make a push to get their names 
splashed onto arenas. 

In Miami, FTX, an exchange market for Bitcoin, recently secured a 19-
year deal for rights to the home of the Miami Heat for $135 million. 
Caesars, which this week took up residence on NHL sweaters in 
Washington, D.C., has its name on the NFL venue in New Orleans. 

Bye-bye, Bridgestone 

The Winter Classic has a new name and a new network. 

After being branded as the Bridgestone Winter Classic, the title 
sponsorship has been taken over by Discover, and with the changing of 
national TV partners the game has moved from NBC to TNT, starting 
with the outdoor game in Minnesota this January. 
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While Discover and the NHL being close partners isn’t groundbreaking — 
the credit card company sponsored an entire division last season — 
Bridgestone stepping away from the NHL’s marquee regular-season 
event is noteworthy. 

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Bridgestone didn’t have any plans to 
step away from the Winter Classic. In fact, the 2020 Winter Classic 
partially had the Nashville Predators involved because of the tie to 
Bridgestone’s hometown in Tennesee. But like many companies, 
Bridgestone was hit hard financially by the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and sponsoring an outdoor hockey game became a lavish, 
unnecessary expense for the tire company. 

Bridgestone is still a key sponsor locally for the Predators and has its 
name on the arena in Nashville, but losing one of the larger partners for 
national events is noteworthy and reflective of some of the challenges the 
league faces as it tries to recover from the financial losses during the 
pandemic. 

It’s also important to note Discover wasn’t approached about sponsoring 
the Winter Classic until after Bridgestone stepped away. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 7 Maple Leafs Notes: Tavares turns 'anxiety' into 
excitement in return 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxSeptember 26, 2021, 1:46 AM 

 

TORONTO — Rare is the occasion when a 13-year NHL veteran — a 
six-time all-star and Olympic gold medallist, no less — confesses to 
“butterflies” and “anxiety” heading into a pre-season contest half-stacked 
with farmhands. 

But for John Tavares, the Toronto Maple Leafs and their 10,000 giddy 
fans, there was an unusual amount of meaning in Saturday’s exhibition. 

The last time Tavares played at Scotiabank Arena, in Game 1 against 
these same Montreal Canadiens, he left in silence on a stretcher. 

Imagine merging onto the same highway where you had suffered and 
survived a frightening accident. 

In addition to recovering from his concussion, Tavares and his family 
spent a great deal of time this summer dealing with the trauma of his 
horrific fluke collision with Ben Chiarot and Corey Perry. 

While he refuses (understandably) to watch the replay and has no 
memory of the impact, the captain needed to be at peace with the fact he 
couldn’t have done anything to sidestep the collision. He needed to read 
the apologetic text messages from Perry and Chiarot and believe there 
was no malice intended. 

With help, Tavares has been training his mind to reframe nerves and 
anxiety as excitement. 

And it was no accident that coach Sheldon Keefe wanted to start Tavares 
in the first shift of the first pre-season game to get the hurdle over with as 
soon as possible. 

“Clearly it was something that impacted me and my family very 
significantly, and it was important to address that and to manage those 
emotions and process that,” Tavares said. “Just trusting my preparation, 
you know? Believing everything that I put into it and just staying in the 
moment. Enjoy playing the game since I was a kid.” 

Tavares: 'I'd be lying if I said it was a normal pre-season game' 

Tavares thought frequently about falling in love with this game since he 
was three years old. He appreciates every day on the ice a little more. 
And he’s dreamed about how badly he wants to show well this fall and 
lock up a spot on Team Canada’s 2022 roster. 

To that end, the centre is off to a fine start. 

In thrashing the Habs 4-1, Tavares scored the game-winner 10 seconds 
into a power play by placing a slick tip on a William Nylander shot and 
had his fingerprints all over the Leafs’ better scoring chances. 

“No one is going near John Tavares in our scrimmages, so this is game-
like for him,” Keefe said. “It's a big step. He's put a tremendous amount 
of work in from what I've seen from him in the first two days [of camp]. 

“He's ready. He's focused. He's prepared.” 

He’s back. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Bunting makes good in first look 

A handful of other left wingers would cherish the opportunity given to 
Michael Bunting, who starts camp — and likely the season — to the left 
of Tavares. 

"I see a lot of similarities with Matt Moulson, just with the tenacity and 
drive to find a way to contribute and make a difference when he's out 
there, whether that's with the puck or without the puck," Tavares said. 

Moulson’s best hockey was played to the left of Tavares on Long Island. 
He was a three-time 30-goal man in the early ’10s. 

"[Bunting] has a really good nose for the net,” Tavares praised. “[He’s] 
always on the puck, seems to have it a lot, has a good understanding of 
the game and the people around him and how to distribute or understand 
spacing and the flow and how to capitalize and get open and create 
opportunities.” 

Bunting impressive in first game with Maple Leafs 

The Scarborough, Ont., native was buzzing Saturday, first in on pucks, 
scrumming up the crease and helping create chances off the cycle. 

Bunting scored in front of his girlfriend and several family members by 
driving to the net and deftly tipping a hard T.J. Brodie pass through 
Cayden Primeau. 

“It was pretty cool, obviously, to share that moment with them in the 
building. Obviously, they all grew up Leaf fans, so I'm sure they were 
pretty excited up there,” Bunting said. 

“[Tavares] is pretty easy to play with. He's always in the right spot, and 
he's working hard. I just tried to get in the corners, work hard, put my 
body on the line and retrieve pucks, and I think I was pretty good at that 
tonight.” 

Ho-Sang will be given no excuses 

Here for a tryout with his hometown Maple Leafs, Thornhill, Ont., native 
Josh Ho-Sang has been handed the type of linemates that should allow 
him to impress: Tavares and Bunting. 

"We've clearly given him a great opportunity," Keefe said. "We're looking 
to see what he can do with that. There's a number of other players who 
would love to be playing in that spot tonight, but we wanted to give him a 
legitimate crack at this. We believe in his skill-set." 

Tavares and friend Wayne Simmonds have known Ho-Sang for years. 
They see a more mature version of the player, on and off the ice. 

“He seems a little more comfortable in his skin,” Tavares explained of his 
temporary right winger. “He's put in a lot of good work here in the last six, 
eight weeks in the facility in preparing for training camp, and I think that's 
given him a bit of an understanding of how we do things here. 

“He’s excited about the opportunity and wants to make an impact.” 
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Ho-Sang created multiple scoring chances for both he and his linemates, 
his best chance turned away by Michael McNiven after Tavares sprung 
him for a breakaway. 

Gabriel throws his weight around 

Rough and rugged Marlie Kurtis Gabriel signed with Toronto this summer 
after racking up 55 PIMs in 11 games with the San Jose Sharks. 

There is no hiding the strength of the 6-4, 200-pounder’s game. Gabriel 
deposited Habs D-man Alexander Romanov in the neutral-zone camera 
bay with a monster hit in Period 1. 

Then he dropped the gloves with Brandon Baddock (6-3, 221 pounds) 
early in the second, and got the better of his instigator. 

"'Saturday Night's Alright for Fighting' — I was listening to that before the 
game," Gabriel admitted. "Seeing guys like Ho-Sang play the body and 
[Ilya] Mikheyev play hard and lay guys out in front of the bench, I just love 
being part of this culture. That's what sticks out to me: everybody really 
loves playing for each other." 

Gabriel topped off his debut by scoring unassisted after a brutal 
giveaway by McNiven. (His most recent NHL goal came during the 2018-
19 season with the Devils.) 

“I’ll take anything I can get,” Gabriel smiled. 

Kerfoot ‘fortunate’ to survive expansion draft 

Mid-July is supposed to be a relaxing time for established NHLers under 
contract, yet Alexander Kerfoot spent it on pins and needles. 

The winger respects that GM Kyle Dubas was upfront in letting him know 
he’d be exposed to Seattle in the expansion draft, but that didn’t ease all 
his emotions with the uncertainty over whether the Kraken would nab him 
or last-minute acquisition Jared McCann. 

"This organization is really good about communicating so I had an idea 
about what was going on, and I knew I couldn't control anything," Kerfoot 
said Saturday. "Hoping I was going to be back, and very fortunate to be 
back." 

Piling on the tension was a leaked ESPN video announcing Kerfoot as 
the Kraken’s selection: 

"Pretty much everyone in my phone contact sent me that video,” Kerfoot 
smiled. “It was, obviously, a day of emotions. 

"I didn’t know what to think, and then people assured me it wasn't 
anything real. So I just went about my business and then found out the 
next day I'd stay a Leaf." 

Whew. 

At the conclusion of Saturday’s warmup, Kefoot gifted his stick to a few 
fans holding up a “Going Coco-Nuts for Kerfy” sign to the glass. 

Poor Scott simply cannot catch a break 

Prospect Joseph Woll was slated to split goaltending duties with Michael 
Hutchinson Saturday, but an upper-body injury suffered Friday opened 
the door for Ian Scott to get some long-overdue action. 

Scott made an incredible blocker save to rob Cole Caufield off a one-
timer strike, causing his teammates to jump out of their seats. 

But he reinjured his groin after less than five minutes of work. 

Scott, 22, missed the entirety of 2019-20 while rehabbing and appeared 
in just a single game for the Marlies in 2020-21. He’ll miss a significant 
amount of time. Again. 

“You feel for him,” Keefe said. “It's a tough situation for him, obviously. 
He's worked his way back here and was coming off a strong rookie 
tournament.” 

One-Timers 

In light of Zach Bogosian’s return to Tampa Bay, expect his critical 
penalty kill minutes to be split by Travis Dermott and Morgan Rielly this 
season. ... Pierre Engvall is day-to-day with a hip injury. ... Snipers 
William Nylander and Nick Robertson killed penalties Saturday. ... 
Toronto inked Saint John Sea Dogs defenceman William Villeneuve, a 
2020 fourth-round pick, to his entry-level deal Saturday. This leaves 
Ryan O’Connell and Axel Rindell as the club’s prospects whose rights 
will expire if not signed by the summer. 

Maple Leafs lineup for pre-season game 1 

Bunting-Tavares-Ho-Sang 

Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Nylander 

Robertson-Amadio-Spezza 

Clune-Der-Arguchintsev-Gabriel 

Muzzin-Liljegren 

Sandin-Brodie 

Kral-Hollowell 

Hutchinson 

Scott 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks camp notebook: Sporting new look, Boeser 
striving for consistency 

 

Dan Murphy and Iain MacIntyre discuss the latest news surrounding 
Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes, as well as what's happening with 
Travis Hamonic. 

 

ABBOTSFORD, B.C. — In the four NHL off-seasons since he burst upon 
the Vancouver Canucks straight out of college, Brock Boeser has nursed 
himself back from serious wrist and back injuries, gotten leaner and 
stronger, improved his foot speed, and continuously, relentlessly, 
obsessively worked on his shot. 

But none of these changes may be as significant as the one Boeser 
unveiled this week at training camp: he cut his hair. 

OK, it’s not Marine Corps short, nor Thatcher Demko short. You could 
still make a shampoo commercial with slow-motion footage of Boeser 
combing his hair. 

But his wavy, blond locks are as short as they’ve been in years, 
jeopardizing Boeser’s nickname among fans as “The Flow.” 

“Oh, there's flow,” Boeser insisted Saturday, removing his ball cap to 
prove there is still some volume up top. “It's just short flow. 

“I cut it short just because I didn’t want to have to get another haircut for 
a while. It was pretty long over the summer, and then like two days 
before I left (Minnesota), I cut it the shortest it's been in a while.” 

No one was more stunned than his stylist, who first cut the winger’s hair 
at a Great Clips in Burnsville, Minn., when Boeser was about 12 years 
old. 

“She was shocked,” Boeser explained. “I said: ‘I'd like to take two inches 
off.’ She started off by taking an inch and a half. She didn’t trust me.” 

The Canucks do. 
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Drafted in 2015 from the University of North Dakota, Boeser became one 
of the early building blocks in the Canucks’ rebuild when he scored four 
times in his first nine NHL games at the end of the 2016-17 season. He 
has 205 points in 244 games since then and, amid the chaos of last 
season in Vancouver, was the Canucks’ best forward, finishing with 23 
goals and 49 points in 56 games. 

Boeser was one of few players untouched by the COVID-19 outbreak 
that crushed the team in April, probably, he said, because he had 
contracted the virus last November during U.S. Thanksgiving back home. 

At age 24 and about to start the final season of the three-year, $17.6-
million bridge deal he signed during training camp two years ago, Boeser 
is already third in Canucks seniority behind captain Bo Horvat and 
veteran Brandon Sutter. 

“That’s crazy,” Boeser said at the end of the team’s three-day training 
camp in Abbotsford. “I mean, I know it's Year 5 for me and that there 
have been two COVID years, but to be the third-longest tenured guy, it 
just shows how much we've turned over our team and gotten different 
guys in the lineup and into this organization. 

“I'm pretty excited for this year and I'm pretty driven to have a strong year 
after last year and be more consistent. I think that's a big thing: 
consistency. I thought I had a pretty good year last year but there's some 
of those nights where you just feel off or feel you could be better for the 
team. That's something I've really been thinking about. If I can bring that 
game each and every night. ... I think that's going to help our team.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Boeser has never seemed more important to the Canucks than he does 
right now, when his friends and foundational teammates Elias Pettersson 
and Quinn Hughes are missing from camp, training together in Michigan 
while their agent, Pat Brisson, tries to negotiate new contracts with 
Vancouver general manager Jim Benning. 

Boeser said he spoke Friday to his teammates, who were photographed 
together Saturday at the University of Michigan football game in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., about the time the Canucks were wrapping up camp. 

“Obviously, it's tough for them but I'm happy they're skating together,” 
Boeser said. “I really haven't asked them too much about (their 
contracts), just letting them handle that by themselves. I'm not getting too 
nosey, just making sure that they're skating hard and they're going to be 
in shape when they come here. We've had three hard, hard days here 
and whenever they sign they need to come here and be ready to go.” 

Boeser spent training camp practising on a new line with left winger Nils 
Höglander and centre Nic Petan, who showed well as a place-holder 
replacement for Pettersson at centre. 

With first-line left winger J.T. Miller shifted to centre, a move that could 
survive a return by Pettersson, Höglander was promoted by coach Travis 
Green to the top unit. 

Professional hockey players are excellent at focussing on their jobs — 
most are simply trying to earn or keep one — but the lineup holes left by 
Pettersson and Hughes will grow larger and darker the nearer the 
Canucks get to their season-opener on Oct. 13. 

Green will take a young team to Spokane, Wash., to open the Canucks’ 
pre-season schedule Sunday against the Seattle Kraken, before dressing 
a more experienced lineup for Monday’s exhibition game against the 
Calgary Flames in Abbotsford. 

“I think now when we start playing pre-season games and know they're 
not there, I think that's when we're going to start noticing it a bit more,” 
Boeser said of missing Pettersson and Hughes. “Obviously, it's tough not 
having them here because they're two of our best players and we want to 
build that chemistry (as a team), and coaches want to build that 
chemistry. Unfortunately, this is how it has to be, I guess.” 

• The worst moment of training camp came in the final practice session 
Saturday when minor-league defenceman Brady Keeper suffered what 

appeared to be a serious injury to his left leg. Groaning in agony, Keeper 
lay on the ice for several minutes before being stretchered off and taken 
to hospital, his leg immobilized in a splint. The Canucks offered no initial 
details about his condition. 

Keeper has played only two NHL games, but the Canucks wanted him in 
their organization badly enough that they lured the Florida Panther free 
agent to B.C. on a two-year deal with a one-way contract paying 
$762,500 U.S. annually. The 25-year-old from Cross Lake, Man., had a 
solid training camp and the chance to become an important depth piece 
on the right side of defence due to the continuing unexplained absence of 
Travis Hamonic. 

• Like most coaches, Green usually chooses his words carefully when 
publicly assessing a young player, but was blunt when asked about 
former fifth-overall pick Olli Juolevi and his camp: “I don’t think he did 
himself any favours.” 

Juolevi, who spent last season with the Canucks, nearly required 
resuscitation at the end of Green’s conditioning skate-test on Thursday, 
and over three days was outplayed by Jack Rathbone and Brad Hunt in 
the battle for a left-side spot near the bottom of the Canucks’ defence. 

• Although promising Russian rookie Vasily Podkolzin got a lot more 
attention, Belarusian draft pick Danila Klimovich had an eye-opening 
camp, showing there is already a lot more to his game than an ability to 
shoot the puck. The 18-year-old winger, selected 41st in July with 
Vancouver’s first pick, shone on a line with Matthew Highmore and Justin 
Dowling, another depth free-agent acquisition who has a chance to move 
up the depth chart. 

• Despite his excellent rookie season, Höglander was frequently a target 
for the coaching staff last winter because the 20-year-old with limited 
English was the Canuck most likely to screw up drills during practice. 
Höglander seems to have outgrown this deficiency. 

“He kind of knows our systems now so ... he's not messing up drills, so 
that's pretty big for Hogs,” Boeser joked. “I guess that's probably the 
biggest difference: he's not making us go again.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets goalie Eric Comrie out to prove he's finally ready for 
backup role 

 

ken-wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG — As much as Eric Comrie appreciates the show of faith, he 
also knows the score. 

When you’ve lived the type of nomadic existence Comrie has over the 
past two seasons, perspective isn’t hard to find. 

He’s been part of four different NHL organizations, been traded once and 
claimed off waivers on four separate occasions, but all roads eventually 
led back to Winnipeg and his emotional journey has him on the precipice 
of what he truly believes can be the best chapter yet. 

The one where he shows he can finally be the Winnipeg Jets backup 
goalie behind workhorse and 2020 Vezina Trophy winner Connor 
Hellebuyck. 

“It doesn’t matter how good of a person you are, you’ve still got to deliver 
results,” Comrie said. “At the end of the day, that’s the position we’re in. 
We’re here to win games. They’re going to put the guy in who’s winning 
games and I understand that. 
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“It’s still a tryout for me. It’s still competing for a job. It’s not like they said, 
‘Oh, congratulations. The job is yours.’ I’m not Connor Hellebuyck, 
guaranteed the No.1 spot. I’m coming in to earn a spot, I’m coming in to 
play the best I can in those games, and that’s what I’m going to do.” 

Chosen by the Jets in the second round of the 2013 NHL Entry Draft, this 
is the first time Comrie enters camp as the front-runner for the No. 2 job, 
thanks in part to the departure of Laurent Brossoit to the Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

“For myself, I’m not looking at it that way. I’m looking at taking the same 
approach as any other camp,” said Comrie, whose primary competition 
for the job is fourth-year pro and 2016 sixth-round pick Mikhail Berdin. 
“It’s just about building every single day, just getting better and better. 
You can’t look too far into the future or else you stop worrying about your 
day and then it gets derailed from there. 

“I’m going to trust my off-season, I’m going to trust what I’ve been doing, 
I’m going to believe in myself and I’m going to have some fun.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Limited to only five games last season — one with the New Jersey Devils 
and another four with the Manitoba Moose of the American Hockey 
League — Comrie hired a nutritionist and a sports psychologist in 
addition to ramping up his training. 

Comrie conceded he was guilty of trying too hard and over-thinking 
earlier in his career and that impacted his ability to make the jump to the 
NHL. 

That’s part of the reason he spent so much time working on the mental 
side of the game. 

“It was honestly watching a lot of golf this summer and listening to those 
guys. Every single one of them has a sports psychologist. You don’t 
realize that they all use someone, they have someone to talk to, they all 
use it during their pre-shot routine,” said Comrie. “I know golf is a lot 
different than hockey, but you can look at it the same way, in that it’s a 
mental game the same way goaltending is. It’s not going to be perfect all 
the time but if you can give yourself the best opportunity and get into that 
frame of mind, you can get closer to that zone. 

“It’s funny because goaltending is a part of the game where there are 
bounces you can’t control. But you can control certain things, your work 
ethic, your attitude, the stuff you do before the game, and that’s 
something I take pride in - controlling my controlables, and I’m going out 
there before every single game and make sure I control my pre-game 
routine, make sure that’s all checked off, and I’m in the right mindframe 
to perform at the highest that I can.” 

Comrie has been able to enjoy success at every other level he’s played 
at, even if it hasn’t happened overnight. 

“Everywhere I’ve been, I’ve put up success, I’ve done the right things, it 
just takes me a little time to get used to it,” said Comrie. “It’s almost, 
‘Calm down and maybe not try as hard, per se.’ You go out there and it’s, 
'Oh, I’ve got to be perfect. I’ve got to be right there and be perfect, right 
now, right now.’ You press too hard and you grip it a little bit too tight, 
and sometimes that doesn’t always work out to the best of your 
advantage.” 

Because of his age (26) and limited NHL action, Comrie was set to 
become an unrestricted free agent this past off-season, but the Jets 
signed him to a one-year, one-way deal for the league minimum of 
$750,000 on July 27. 

Despite the bouncing around he did, Comrie saw no need to test the 
market or search for a fresh start in another organization. 

“You don’t really know. It came down to the last day, so I wasn’t really 
sure,” said Comrie, asked about how he was viewing the off-season prior 
to signing the deal. “This is a special place for myself and I take a lot of 
pride in being here. This is the place I want to be and win with. For 

myself, it’s the place I was drafted. It truly feels like home and I want to 
represent it the best I can and be the best I can for a city that I truly love. 

"I love being in Winnipeg. The people are truly top-notch. You walk 
through the city and see the community and how strong it is, and just 
being part of that is special to myself.” 

During a session with reporters earlier in the week, Hellebuyck himself 
threw his support behind Comrie, saying he was among those who 
championed his promotion. 

“I’ve always been a big advocate for (Comrie) because he’s a great 
goalie and he works hard and he’s a great time guy,” said Hellebuyck. 
“He’ll lift spirits and when guys want a little extra, he’ll give that little extra 
out there. I know he doesn’t have a ton of NHL games but I believe in 
him and I think we’re going to have fun watching him.” 

The evolution of the backup goalie position has been an interesting study 
and in an age where many organizations practice a form of load 
management as a way to keep the starter fresh for the stretch run and 
playoffs, the importance of getting quality starts from the No. 2 guy has 
never been higher. 

Although Hellebuyck is still going to get the bulk of the work, Comrie will 
be counted on to supply 20-to-22 starts — with many of those coming 
under less than optimal conditions. 

“A lot of times, the goaltender that’s in the backup role gets all of the 
worst starts,” said Jets head coach Paul Maurice. “He gets the back-to-
back and you get in at three in the morning and he’s going in there, 
you’ve got a bunch of injuries or you need to rest your No. 1 guy. They 
get all the bad starts, so they get lots of challenges. 

“I would tell you that one of the most important things for what is a 
backup goaltender going in is the belief of the people in front of them. If 
they love that guy, they’ll block shots for him and they’ll rally around the 
fact that it’s his first year in the NHL and his first chance (to see regular 
duty) because they love him. Eric has earned (that love).” 

The reason Comrie is held in such high regard is easy to identify. 

He’s a quality individual, a tireless worker and he’s not someone who 
leaves anything to chance. 

“I’ve seen the exact same thing every day since the first day I met him. 
So, you get to know Eric and after a few hours, you’re thinking it’s not 
real. It can’t be that real. And then after two or three years, I’m just 
incredibly impressed by everything that he does,” said Maurice. “The way 
he approaches everything — because he has not had anything handed 
to him. He will have maxed out his talent and preparation and handling 
tough situations the right way. If you’re pulling for a guy who has done 
everything right to have success, you’re pulling for this guy. 

“He’s going to give himself the best chance and we have faith in that. 
He’s looked good. But he’s got to stop pucks. That’s the bottom line. He’s 
stopping pucks now and he kind of starts that journey tomorrow of getting 
a chance.” 

Comrie will start in goal on Sunday as the Jets play the first of six 
exhibition games. 

This won’t serve as a referendum to determine whether or not he’s ready 
to handle the job, but it’s an opportunity for Comrie to start building a 
foundation he can carry into the regular season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Zadorov embracing pressure, challenge of playing 
in Canada 
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Eric Francis@EricFrancisSeptember 25, 2021, 5:15 PM 

 

Not only did the Calgary Flames acquire one of the NHL’s largest 
defencemen when they traded for Nikita Zadorov, they also added one of 
the league’s biggest personalities. 

The 26-year-old defenceman drove that point home this summer when 
his candid thoughts on Nathan MacKinnon’s strict dietary approach made 
international headlines. 

Zadorov went into great detail with a Russian journalist about his former 
Colorado teammate, comparing his intense focus on winning and doing 
whatever it takes to win championships to Michael Jordan. 

He spoke of the exorbitant money the star spent on an in-house dietician 
and trainers, and said he’d give teammates a hard time for eating poorly. 

It wasn’t overly appreciated by MacKinnon, who told 32 Thoughts: The 
Podcast that he texted “Z” to let him know. 

MacKinnon responded publicly last week, saying his former mate “is a bit 
of a donkey,” and is often “looking for a good quote.” 

Zadorov said he was surprised by how big the story got and how 
MacKinnon took it. 

“It was originally in Russian, so probably I was surprised,” smiled the six-
foot-six, 235-pound defender. “I saw his comment at the media tour. 
Maybe he got caught up a little bit in the translation, but I think what I 
meant is how big he was as a professional, but he also is a normal 
person as well. 

“He hangs out with teammates and we go out when we have team 
dinners and he eats cheat meals and everything. It’s not like he’s super, 
super strict and he’s just sitting at home and is so dialled in on his diet.” 

He insists he meant it as a compliment, not a slam. 

“There’s just so much I learned from him and lots of guys who played 
with him in Colorado in the past will say the same things,” he said. “It’s 
just the mentality he brings to the rink all the time -- the hard work and 
preparation for the game. When I entered the league in 2013 my first 
year in Buffalo was a totally different mentality. The guys weren’t training, 
weren’t warming up, weren’t watching what they eat and all that stuff. So 
that was another step forward for me and for the league and I think that’s 
why this league is so fast and so young, because guys are preparing like 
professionals.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

As Flames fans will see, the chatty first-rounder takes the attention in 
stride. 

He knows the scrutiny on everything he says and does is only going to 
intensify in his first Canadian market. 

“I played junior in Canada and it was super exciting -- playing in London, 
probably one the best places for junior hockey in the world,” said 
Zadorov, who signed a one-year-deal worth $3.75 million after the 
Flames gave Chicago a third-rounder for him. “I saw how you guys love 
hockey, how you are about hockey and pretty much everything is hockey 
here. It’s definitely exciting. 

“People who say they don’t like to play in Canada don’t like the pressure. 
But I feel there’s pressure in every hockey city… maybe not if you are in 
Arizona or something.” 

For a team trying to fill the loss of Mark Giordano by committee, the 
pressure will be on Zadorov to play top-six minutes in a shut-down role. 

“I’m definitely not a power play guy,” he laughed, when asked if he was 
comfortable playing against the opposition’s top players. “I played top 
four in 80 per cent of the games. I’m open for the challenge. We’ll see 
how the camp goes. I really enjoy this role and think we’ll have a pretty 
good shutdown role and I’m ready to play big minutes.” 

So far in camp Darryl Sutter has had Zadorov paired alongside the 
team’s top defender, Chris Tanev. It’s a pairing subject to change, as the 
coach vowed to tinker with assignments on his unproven back end. 

“We’ve got to find a partner for him, and where he fits and how he fits into 
how we play,” said Sutter. “It’s his fourth team so at some point he’s 
going to have to settle in. 

"He’s been used as a sort of shut down guy the last few years. It’s one 
thing to be a shut-down guy, but to be really effective at it… I think the 
style we play he can fit in, if he can get into everything we want him to 
do.” 

 

Why Treliving expects Flames to bounce back and return to the playoffs 

FANS RETURNING 

The Flames open the pre-season against Edmonton Sunday night at the 
Dome, where fans will be allowed in for the first time in 18 months. 

A crowd of roughly 13,000 is expected, and everyone over age 11 must 
prove at the door they’ve been double vaccinated. 

“If the Saddledome was a country it would be the safest country in the 
world,” suggested Sutter, amidst concerns from the medical community 
pointing towards ICU capacity across the province. “Our protocols and 
double vaccinations and everything we’re doing… I’m excited about that. 
It’s pretty cool.” 

The Flames have been careful to follow all Alberta Health Services 
guidelines, which currently allow them to play games in front of capacity 
crowds. 

The club has prepared the Dome with a series of health and safety 
enhancements, including an extensive cleaning regimen, improved 
circulation, added hand sanitizers, mask requirements and a new 
cashless/contactless policy that includes all ticketing done via mobile 
devices. 

ROSTER TRIMMED 

The Flames sent several players to junior Saturday, including Lucas 
Ciona (Seattle, WHL), Cole Huckins (Acadie-Bathurst, QMJHL), Cole 
Jordan (Moose Jaw, WHL), Rory Kerins (Soo, OHL) Ilya Nikolaev (Tri-
City, USHL), and Cameron Whynot (Halifax, QMJHL). 

Ben King (C), Carter Serhyenko (G), and Connor Ungar (G) have been 
released from their amateur try-out contracts and will report to their 
respective junior teams. 

Those sent to Stockton included: Koletrane Wilson (D), Greg Moro (D), 
and Reid Perepeluk (RW). The Flames have 51 players remaining at 
training camp (five goalies, 17 defencemen and 29 forwards). 

The Flames signed third-round pick Jeremie Poirier to an entry-level deal 
Friday, following an impressive pair of showings from the offensively 
gifted 19-year-old defenceman in prospect camp games. 
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TSN.CA / With Brodie's help, Dermott aims to prove he has the right stuff 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
who skated in two groups at Scotiabank Arena on Saturday. 
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Travis Dermott is looking to show the Leafs he has the right stuff to play 
the right side. The 24-year-old, left-shooting defenceman has played on 
the right at times during his four NHL seasons, but now may need to take 
up permanent residence on his weak side.  

"It's a bunch of little things," Dermott said of the adjustment. "I'm always 
on my one-time side on the offensive blue line and breaking out the puck, 
the puck's in the middle of the ice now instead of the wall. So, just little 
ways you have to approach it differently, but it's the same game.  

"I learned a lot from watching Brods last year. If I get the full-season role, 
I don't think it'd be too much for me." 

Brods would be T.J. Brodie, who has turned playing the right as a lefty 
into an art form.  

"You see guys coming in on him off the rush and it looks like they have 
him wide and then he brings that stick out of nowhere and gets it almost 
every time and us on the bench are chuckling," Dermott said.  

Brodie says playing his off side actually helps with those type of plays.  

"I find on the strong side, when you try and get it your elbow locks out so 
it's a little bit easier on the off side because you can get that bend and 
get your stick in a little bit easier," Brodie noted. "It's definitely teachable." 

Dermott looks like he'll get some runway to learn. After Zach Bogosian 
departed in free agency, the team is thin on the right side with 22-year-
old Timothy Liljegren next on the depth chart, but still unproven.  

Dermott has skated alongside Morgan Rielly so far at camp. Sheldon 
Keefe has opted to pair his veteran blue liners with younger guys to start.  

"It should give them confidence going in knowing that they have a 
veteran to lean on and talk to," the coach explained. "We are just hoping 
that all of our young players will get a little bit of a jolt from that." 

"Even from before I was with the team, Mo was a big guy I watched and 
wanted to be like," gushed Dermott. "Playing with him now, six, seven 
years ago I wouldn't have dreamt it. He's really helping me out." 

What does Dermott notice when he's around Rielly?   

"His confidence in his own play," the Newmarket, Ont. native said. "He 
has such good feet. Even without the puck, he's always moving his feet 
and that's something I can definitely learn from."  

Other notable combinations at camp include Jake Muzzin with Liljegren, 
Brodie with Rasmus Sandin and Justin Holl, the only right-shooting 
defenceman protected to be in the top six, skating with Carl Dahlstrom.  

Dermott averaged 13 minutes and 13 seconds of ice time last season, 
but should get additional shifts this year as he takes on some of 
Bogosian's penalty-kill role.  

"You want to get the skills built up, but you aren't going to use your skills 
unless you have confidence," Dermott said. "It's not a fast thing. You 
can't just flip on a light switch and have confidence. It's something that 
you grow over a long period of time, season after season, learning from 
new guys that come to the team, guys that have been here for a while as 
staples, and you just build the confidence. I don't think you'll ever have 
100 per cent confidence, but you just try to add every season and get 
more comfortable in your shoes and then it shows on the ice."  

With Brodie's help, Leafs' Dermott believes he has the right stuff 

Travis Dermott discusses playing to his off side, and how T. J. Brodie has 
been a huge help with getting used to the transition. Brodie adds how he 
overcame the challenge and the changes it made to his game as well. 

--- 

On Saturday night, John Tavares will see his first game action since 
suffering a concussion and knee sprain courtesy a scary collision in the 
playoffs. The Leafs captain will play on a line with newcomer Michael 
Bunting.  

"I see a lot of similarities with Matt Moulson just with the tenacity and 
drive to find a way to contribute and make a difference when he's out 
there whether that's with the puck or without the puck," Tavares said. "He 
has a really good nose for the net, kind of always around it, always on 
the puck, seems to have it a lot, has a good understanding of the game 
and the people around him and how to distribute or understand spacing 
and the flow and how to capitalize and get open and create 
opportunities." 

On his other wing, Tavares will have Josh Ho-Sang, who's in camp on a 
pro tryout. The pair were previously teammates with the Islanders.  

"He seems a little more comfortable in his skin," Tavares observed. 
"Obviously, he has a better understanding of how things go at this level 
and the structure and the day-to-day ... He's matured on and off the ice 
and is excited about the opportunity."   

"We've clearly given him a great opportunity," Keefe said. "We're looking 
to see what he can do with that. There's a number of other players who 
would love to be playing in that spot tonight, but we wanted to give him a 
legitimate crack at this. We believe in his skill-set." 

'A big step': Tavares returns to game action after scary injury 

John Tavares comments on his first game back since his frightening 
injury against Montreal in last year's playoffs. Tavares says he's trying to 
turn any nervous energy towards excitement for the game. Sheldon 
Keefe adds it's a significant step for Tavares, and although an exhibition 
game typically wouldn't be a big deal for a player of Tavares caliber, 
Keefe is excited for Tavares and the team to turn the page. 

--- 

The Leafs will play in front of around 9,500 fans tonight after provincial 
health authorities increased the capacity to 50 per cent at indoor venues. 
It will be the second time the Leafs have hosted fans since the pandemic 
began. The team welcomed 550 vaccinated health-care workers to watch 
the Game 7 loss against Montreal in May.  

"Being from here and watching the Leafs play my whole life, it wasn’t the 
same last last year without the fans," said Wayne Simmonds, the pride of 
Scarborough, Ont. "We had the artificial crowd noise, which was more 
annoying than not so I'm pretty excited to finally play in front of some real 
Torontonians." 

The heart-and-soul winger, who likes to get fans going with big hits and 
the occasional fight, didn't care much for the fake noise last season.  

"I feel like the puck would get dumped in the corner and you’d hear 
something go off and it just wasn’t at the right time all the time," he said 
shaking his head.   

Leafs Ice Chips: Ho-Sang gets big chance in front of big crowd 

Around 9500 fans will be in attendance tonight to watch the Leafs' 
opening pre-season game in Toronto. It will be a big opportunity for many 
players in camp, including Josh Ho-Sang, who is currently on a pro tryout 
with the club, and has earned some positive reviews so far. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 

--- 

Alex Kerfoot will play on a line with Ilya Mikheyev and William Nylander 
tonight. There was a moment this summer when he thought his time 
playing in Toronto may be done. The day before Seattle's expansion 
draft, a video surfaced online showing the Kraken picking Kerfoot.  

"Pretty much everyone in my phone contact sent me that video so it was, 
obviously, a day of emotions," Kerfoot said. "I didn’t know what to think 
and then people assured me it wasn't anything real so I just went about 
my business and then found out the next day I'd stay a Leaf." 

    not shown: 5+ other takes the NHL filmed in preparation for tomorrow’s 
big event.  #keepguessing   

    — Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) July 20, 2021 
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General manager Kyle Dubas gave Kerfoot a call after the Kraken 
informed the Leafs that they would be picking Jared McCann.  

"This organization is really good about communicating so I had an idea 
about what was going on and I knew I couldn't control anything," Kerfoot 
said. "Hoping I was going to be back and very fortunate to be back."  

'A day of emotions': Leafs' Kerfoot on expansion draft, viral fish video 

Alexander Kerfoot talks about his anxiousness and the potential of 
having been traded during the Expansion Draft. Kerfoot comments on the 
viral fish video that appeared to reveal he was being selected by the 
Kraken. 

--- 

Left winger Nick Robertson will be playing for the first time since getting 
ejected due to a high cross-check in the final game of the rookie 
tournament in Traverse City, Michigan.  

"I got a little carried away," Robertson said with a sheepish smile. "I was 
a little frustrated, because the whole tournament everyone was running 
around and it got the best of me. I don't think you'll see something like 
that again. I apologized to the guys. It's something I never really do and it 
cost the guys. I said, 'It's my bad.' It is what it is. I'll never do that again."  

Robertson is in an uphill battle to earn a job at Leafs camp. He'll play 
tonight on a line with Jason Spezza and Michael Amadio. Spezza has 
become a valuable resource for Robertson, who turned 20 earlier this 
month.  

"Any questions I have, he's the guy to go to," Robertson said. "Even just 
playing with him, drills or whatever, he's my go-to guy with questions."  

Spezza's latest advice: use your linemates more. 

"You get a little nervous and want to force things," Robertson admitted. 
"This year I have more confidence in myself and my playmaking ability 
and hopefully in these exhibition games I can show that to the 
organization and go from there."  

Leafs' Robertson apologized for ejection; leans on Spezza for advice 

Nick Robertson's intensity is something that was pointed out by Marlies 
head coach Greg Moore after Robertson was given a major penalty and 
game misconduct at the end of the Maple Leafs' final rookie tournament 
game against the Blue Jackets. The Leafs prospect spoke about that 
moment and explained how Jason Spezza has been a great person to 
learn from, both on and off the ice. 

--- 

Petr Mrazek unveiled a new mask at practice on Saturday. The chrome 
design features former agent Miroslav Frycer on the left side. 

"He was always telling me how much he enjoyed playing here [from 
1981-88] and he sadly passed away in the spring so that was an easy 
decision," Mrazek said. "He was the guy who found me and gave me the 
opportunity to practise with my hometown pro team. I was 15 years old 
when he gave me the chance to be in the locker room with the guys and 
practise every day." 

Jiri Crha, another Czech native who played goalie for the Leafs (1979-
81), is featured on the other side of the mask.  

"To be honest, I didn't expect it to be as shiny, but guys on the ice liked 
it," Mrazek said. "They said, 'It's cool.'" 

Mrazek is also standing out because of his pads. He's been alternating 
between a blue design and white design at camp. He plans on wearing 
the blue ones at home games when the team wears its blue sweater and 
the white ones on the road when the team will be in white sweaters.  

"It looks good," he said. "It's all about feeling good on the ice." 

Last season with Carolina, Mrazek rotated between red, black and white 
pads depending on what sweater the team was wearing.  

"If I could, I would have new gear every game so I like switching," he 
said. "When I was younger the gear was heavy and you had to break it 
in, but these days it's so soft." 

Mrazek honours Frycer, Crha with shiny new Leafs mask 

Petr Mrazek admits he's a gear guy and explains that he'll be changing 
his equipment all year based on what colour jersey the Maple Leafs are 
wearing. He also showed off his new mask and who he's honouring with 
it. 

--- 

Lines at Leafs skates on Saturday:  

Group 1  

Playing tonight against Montreal 

Bunting-Tavares-Ho-Sang 

Mikheyev-Kerfoot-Nylander  

Robertson-Amadio-Spezza  

Clune-Der-Arguchintsev-Gabriel  

Seney 

Muzzin-Liljegren 

Sandin-Brodie 

Kral-Hollowell 

Hellickson-Biega  

Hutchinson starts  

Scott 

Power play units 

Sandin  

Robertson - Ho-Sang - Nylander  

Tavares  

Kral 

Amadio - Bunting - Spezza  

Mikheyev 

Group 2 

Expected to play on Monday in Montreal 

Ritchie-Brooks-Marner  

Gusev-Kampf-Kase 

Douglas-Semyonov-Simmonds  

Anderson-Abramov-Gogolev 

Rielly-Dermott 

Dahlstrom-Holl 

Rubins-Menell 

Kivihalme-Villenueve  

Campbell 

Mrazek 

Power play units  

Rielly  

Brooks - Marner - Kase  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 26, 2021 

 

Ritchie  

Menell  

Gusev - Abramov - Gogolev 

Simmonds 

Absent: Matthews, Steeves, Engvall, Woll  

    Auston Matthews working his way back from wrist surgery 

    Sheldon Keefe, yesterday: “There is no exact date or anything that we 
are targeting at this point. We are very confident that it is going to be 
before the opening of the regular season.” pic.twitter.com/EjpEIs6uxn 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) September 25, 2021 
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TSN.CA / Tavares returns ready to turn the page 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — John Tavares still can’t remember the end of his last 
game. He doesn’t particularly want to.  

The Maple Leafs’ captain has heard the details, though. He knows it was 
early in Game 1 of Toronto’s first-round playoff series against Montreal 
last May when Ben Chiarot knocked him to the ice and Corey Perry’s 
knee inadvertently connected with his head. The blow knocked Tavares 
unconscious; he came-to in a panicked daze, and was stretchered off to 
the hospital. 

Fortunately, Tavares recovered quickly. But the Leafs’ first-round 
implosion robbed him of another opportunity to play. So he’s been 
patiently waiting for that next chance, which will finally come on Saturday 
in Toronto’s exhibition game against the Canadiens.  

“I'm excited. And honestly, there's probably a little more to it for me than 
some other years in exhibition [because of] just coming off the injury,” 
Tavares said following the Leafs’ morning skate. “So I’m just turning any 
of that nervous energy or anxiety towards [a return] into excitement. This 
is another step towards [a new season] so I'm just excited about getting 
out there.” 

Tavares re-iterated that he did hear from both Perry and Chiarot after the 
fact last spring, and felt their messages were “thoughtful and genuine.” 
All along, Tavares has expressed his belief there was no ill-intent on 
anyone’s part in what happened. He’s also been steadfast about not 
feeling a need to see the re-play of it for himself.  

But Tavares has reflected on the sequence at length. He's questioned if 
anything he did - or didn't do - contributed to the outcome. In the end, 
Tavares found those internal conversations to be fruitless and 
counterproductive in getting back to what he loves.  

“It was obviously such a weird play and incident from how everyone has 
described it to me and even my memory up until basically when I was 
trying to sidestep Chiarot,” Tavares said. “It's just one of those things that 
is out of my control and you can't really look to [whether] I could have 
done something better or differently. It’s just moving forward and trusting 
in my continued commitment, and just enjoying the game. It’s obviously 
brought so much good into my life since I started playing when I was 
three years old so I think just appreciating each and every day [is key].” 

Given what Tavares endured, head coach Sheldon Keefe didn’t hesitate 
to put him in the lineup for the Leafs’ first preseason game. And Tavares 
will have a totally new-look line for the outing - he’s flanked now by free 
agent signee Michael Bunting and his former New York Islanders 
teammate Josh Ho-Sang, who’s with Toronto on a professional tryout. 

“We wanted to get him in just to get it out there [and done],” Keefe said. 
“We didn't scrimmage in our first two days [of training camp]. But even if 
you're at a scrimmage, no one is going near John Tavares in our 
scrimmages so this is game-like for him; it's a big step. He's put a 
tremendous amount of work in from what I've seen from him in the first 
two days and this morning skate today - he's ready. He's focused. He's 
prepared.” 

Tavares didn’t leave any of that to chance for the coming season, either 
for himself or his teammates. The 31-year-old invited a bunch of Leafs 
teammates to his cottage in late August to participate in some intense 
training sessions and equally-serious bonding time. Wayne Simmonds 
said on Friday that those in attendance “got real” about how last season 
ended, and Tavares said that more relaxed environment was the perfect 
place to do so.  

“It was a little change of scenery for a lot of guys, a good time to get out 
of the city and get to know some of the new guys more, especially away 
from the rink,” Tavares said. “You really can open up and get to 
understand people, get them feeling comfortable in their own skin and 
you break those barriers down before training camp. We put in some 
good work, pushed each other on and off the ice and built that chemistry 
and those bonds that we want.” 

Playing on a line with Ho-Sang has also allowed Tavares to re-ignite the 
relationship they had for a couple of years in New York. Ho-Sang hasn’t 
taken the most linear path since his last NHL action, during the Islanders’ 
2018-19 campaign. After bouncing around the American Hockey League 
in 2019-20, Ho-Sang suited up for Orebro HK and Linkopings HC in the 
Swedish Hockey League last season. 

Ho-Sang spoke at length on Thursday about the impact that experience 
in Sweden had on him personally and professionally. Tavares concurs 
there is something different about the 25-year-old winger he’s getting to 
know again now.  

“He seems a little more comfortable in his skin I think,” Tavares said. 
“He's put in a lot of good work here in the last 6-8 weeks in the facility 
and preparing for training camp and I think that's given him a bit of an 
understanding of how we do things here and just being a little more 
comfortable there too. He's matured on and off the ice and is excited 
about the opportunity and wants to make an impact.” 

Tavares is ready to help Ho-Sang do that on Saturday. Preseason 
games are usually just about shaking the rust off for veterans, but when 
that puck drops again for Tavares, it just might be for the most 
meaningful exhibition match he ever plays.  

“It's been very fortunate the way that it's worked out, not just that he's 
ready to play here tonight but also that he bounced back quite quickly all 
considered when it happened,” Keefe said. "We were very fortunate 
because it could have been a lot worse. This is one last little box to check 
here for his return and turning the page.” 
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