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Here’s who might lead the Canes power play, and who’s probably going to start in goal  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes are playing another hockey game, 
so why not another question about the starting goaltender? 

The Canes now have two veterans in net — Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, both signed in free agency. The 
Canes play the first of four preseason exhibition games 
Tuesday, facing the Tampa Bay Lightning at PNC Arena. 

Who starts the game? Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour wasn’t 
going there Monday after practice. 

“Our plan is to have those guys get two starts,” Brind’Amour 
said to the media. “We’re going to flip flop. That’s kind of the 
plan unless something happens.” 

For what it’s worth, Andersen was in the north “starter’s “ 
crease Monday in practice and later was listed on the game 
roster. The Canes will hold a pregame morning skate 
Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

Powering up the power play 

The Canes got in their first power-play work of camp Monday 
and one question was answered, for now: Tony DeAngelo 
and Brett Pesce were the two defensemen on the units. 

The first power-play unit had DeAngelo at the top in an 
umbrella look, with forwards Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent Trocheck. The 
second unit had Pesce at the top with forwards Jordan Staal, 
Nino Niederreiter, Martin Necas and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

The Canes moved the puck crisply, especially on the first 
unit where Aho and Teravainen, in particular, have such 
good vision. Carolina will miss Dougie Hamilton on the power 
play but again should be potent -- Carolina was second in 
the NHL on power-play conversion last season (25.6 
percent). 

After missing the first three days of on-ice work, forward Seth 
Jarvis practiced Monday with Team Energy in the first 
session of the day.  

The Canes’ 2020 first-round draft pick “tweaked something” 
before camp started, according to Brind’Amour. The coach 
said Jarvis would not play in the first preseason game. 

Quoteable Cole 

Good quote from veteran defenseman Ian Cole today: “As a 
professional athlete you play to win the championship. If 
you’re not playing to win Stanley Cups, I’m not really sure 
why you’re playing. So that is the end goal, bar none. That’s 
it. Hard stop.”  

Cole won Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2016 and 
2017. 

Still-too-early lines 

Brind’Amour has kept his lines and D pair combinations 
basically in place in the first three practice sessions. He 
made one tweak Monday, moving Svechnikov to Aho’s line 
and shifting Niederreiter to Staal’s line. 

On defense, Ethan Bear remained with Jaccob Slavin, Brady 
Skjei with Pesce and Ian Cole with DeAngelo in the top three 
pairs.  

Brind’Amour again said he was not locked in on the 
combinations, at forward or on D. 

“You really want to give it time,” Brind’Amour said. “We have 
some time here and when we make another switch we’ll give 
it some time. That’s really it. We want to get a good look at 
things before you try something else.” 

A banner day 

There’s something new in the PNC Arena rafters: a 2020-21 
Central Division championship banner. 

It should be the Canes’ only one. After winning the newly 
formed Central during the pandemic season, then losing to 
divisional rival Tampa Bay in the playoffs, Carolina is back in 
the Metro now. But a banner is a banner. 

Preseason game info 

Who: Tampa Bay Lightning at Carolina Hurricanes 

What: Preseason exhibition game 

When: 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena 

TV/radio: WCMC-FM 99.9 The Fan 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 28, 2021 

 

Going to a Hurricanes game? Here are the health and safety protocols for PNC Arena  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes on Monday announced their health 
and safety protocols for games at PNC Arena for the 2021-
22 season, which were developed in conjunction with the 
NHL and local and state officials. 

The protocols: 

▪ All fans ages two and older are required to wear a mask 
upon entry and at all times while inside PNC Arena, except 
when eating or drinking. 

▪ Before entering PNC Arena for each game, fans must 
complete a health survey at CanesCheckIn.com that will be 
verified by arena staff. Fans can complete the survey for as 
many as six people in their party, including themselves. They 
will receive an email or text message with a link to their 
clearance status. 

▪ Only diaper bags, medical bags and small clutches will be 
permitted inside PNC Arena, and all bags must go through 
one of four X-ray machines found on the East and West 

sides of the arena, the STM doors and the South side 
adjacent to the VIP entrance. 

The Canes said all protocols will be revised and updated as 
necessary throughout the season. 

The Canes also said all tickets will be digital this season and 
can be accessed through fans’ Caniac Account Manager (or 
Ticketmaster.com if purchased directly from Ticketmaster). 
PNC Arena and its parking lots will not be accepting cash 
this season, either, but fans will be able to purchase parking 
passes before arriving for the game. 

The Hurricanes open the preseason Tuesday against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena. Carolina’s 
regular-season opener is Oct. 14 at PNC Arena against the 
New York Islanders. 
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‘Ready to take on any role’: This defenseman hopes he can make a difference for the Canes  

By Justin Pelletier  

Eric Gelinas has a pretty decent collection of hockey jerseys.  

Unlike most hockey players and fans, the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ defenseman, who signed with the club during the 
offseason after three years with Rogle BK Angelholm in 
Sweden, has come by his jerseys naturally, earning them by 
playing for the teams those sweaters represent. 

Given his travels through the junior, minor pro and 
professional ranks, Gelinas has a lot of them. 

“I have a few that are frames, and up on walls in my 
basement, like a little sports bar type thing,” Gelinas said 
after a Hurricanes training camp session. “The rest of them, 
there’s too many of them, the rest are in my closet. I just 
keep track of all of them.” 

He’ll have at least one, probably two, and possibly several 
more to keep track of this season as he battles to crack a 
deep Carolina roster loaded with defenders. 

“I want to be part of this team; I think they’re heading in the 
right direction and doing all the right things,” Gelinas said. 
“The culture around here is great, too, which is really exciting 
to be a part of.” 

Addition by necessity 

Last spring, the Hurricanes were in good shape during the 
shortened NHL regular season. OK, the Canes were better 
than “in good shape,” running over the competition in the 
Central Division to a 36-12-8 record, among the best in the 
NHL.  

And save for a see-saw goaltending battle among three 
NHL-caliber keepers (none of whom are still with the team, 
mind you), the Canes largely avoided the injury bug when 
compared to many other teams in the league. 

In the playoffs, however, the grind of the regular season took 
its toll. Injuries, and some weaker-than-expected 
performances, rendered the Canes’ blue line vulnerable.  

“Last year, we were pretty fortunate during the year,” coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t have a lot of injuries on D, 
and then when you had it, in the playoffs, it was obvious. It 
was like, wow, you need to have that.” 

So what did President and GM Don Waddell and 
Brind’Amour do? They stocked up on NHL-ready defenders. 

Joining mainstays Brett Pesce, Brady Skjei and Jaccob 
Slavin on the blue line this season are NHL-tested defenders 
Gelinas, Ethan Bear, Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole and Brendan 
Smith. That’s in addition to any younger players — rookies or 
second- and third-year pros — who play their way into 
consideration. That makes things a bit crowded in the room. 
It also gives the Canes a measure of flexibility — and 
insurance. 

“You look at Tampa, and they are kind of like the poster child 
of how to do things, and they went out and got another D at 
the trade deadline,” Brind’Amour said. “You can’t have 
enough of that. You don’t really notice it until you don’t have 
it.” 

Well traveled 

Gelinas, 30, is trying to return to the NHL after four years 
away. He has 189 games under his belt, with 55 points and 
92 penalty minutes, in addition to 102 points in 236 AHL 
games, and 56 points in 90 Swedish Hockey League games. 

“If anything, the time I spent in Europe made me think a lot,” 
Gelinas said. “What I really wanted was to get back in the 
NHL. At my age — I’m not considering myself old — but my 
hockey age, I’m getting up there, and this is probably the last 
time I could try it.” 

In his first season overseas, with Bratislava Slovan of the 
KHL, Gelinas realized he still had a little bit of learning to do, 
despite nearly 200 NHL games to his credit. A tall, rangy 
defender, Gelinas learned to use his reach and his speed 
simultaneously on the larger ice surface. 

“I had to make a few adjustments in Europe, with the ice 
size, also, and the style of play, which helped me in a way,” 
Gelinas said. “It helped me understand the positioning 
aspect of the game, also to keep up with the speed. I’ve 
always been a good enough skater for my size to get around, 
and I think I’ve gotten better at reading plays and positioning 
myself in areas to be ready for whatever happens.” 

After one year in the KHL and three in Sweden, the lure of 
the NHL was too great for him to pass up. 

“I had another year in my contract with my team in Sweden 
for this year,” Gelinas said. “I made it clear with them that 
something I wanted to try and do was play in the NHL again, 
so I had to make that decision before the 15th of June, so I 
knew then I was going to stay in North America for the next 
season. I worked out all summer and skated all summer, and 
then came (to Raleigh) September 1.” 

On a (patient) mission 

Gelinas doesn’t think he’s going to be a top four defender for 
the Canes — at least not right away. He doesn’t have 
delusions of grandeur in the least. 

“I want to play some NHL games, whether I’m a depth guy 
and I’m in some of the games, in and out, or I’m in the 
minors and eventually come up, I think the whole thing for 
me was to be back in the NHL, and I’m ready to take on any 
role that is available for me,” Gelinas said. 

Having been through all of this before has helped Gelinas 
remain on an even keel. 

“Even if it doesn’t work out right away, in camp, I remember 
the first time I ever called up, I was playing in the minors and 
somebody got hurt, I got called up and stayed in the league 
for four-and-a-half years. I want to stay here right out of 
camp, but if I do go to the minors, that’ll be the route, and I’ll 
work hard enough to get back here.” 

When he first made a pro roster out of the Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League, Gelinas played for the Albany Devils, 
New Jersey’s AHL club. Gelinas was drafted by that 
organization in the second round, 51st overall, in 2009. After 
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capping his junior career in 2011, he played a season and a 
half in Albany before injuries in New Jersey forced the Devils 
to call him up. He played all of his games in the NHL from 
2013 to 2017. 

After one more AHL season with the Montreal Canadiens’ 
affiliate in Laval, Quebec, Gelinas decided to play in Europe. 

Moving forward 

This week, Gelinas has skated predominantly with a group of 
prospects and younger players. 

“I think I’m the only 30-year-old in that group,” Gelinas 
deadpanned.  

With age comes experience, and a measure of calm. But he 
still has the same goal all of the younger players do: Make 
the roster. 

“I’m doing the same thing they’re doing, I’m trying to steal a 
job from somebody, and I want to turn eyes toward myself,” 
Gelinas said. “Rod said in the first meeting, they split up the 
groups that way, and if you do earn a spot to change groups, 
they’ll do that. That’s what I’m working towards.” 

Contractual obligations may get in the way, at least initially. 
The Canes have seven defensemen on one-way, NHL-only 
contracts, meaning if the team were to send one of them to 

the AHL, they’d be subject to a waiver claim. Gelinas? He’s 
on a two-way deal. 

“The reality of it is there are one-way contracts and two-way 
contracts,” Gelinas said. “We know that’s a big part of it, but 
there are some spots available, and the one thing they’ve 
told us that if I earn my spot, they’ll make some adjustments 
to make me fit in the group. That’s all I’m worried about, I 
want to bring my game and see how I perform.” 

There’s no doubt Gelinas brings size and a physical 
demeanor to the ice, something the Hurricanes have 
needed. He’s hoping that mentality, and his willingness to be 
a chameleon of sorts in adapting to any role the Canes ask 
him to play, will mean a longer stay in greater Raleigh — and 
collecting a few more jerseys for his wall. 

“A successful season would be to be here, have the team 
and the organization like me and hopefully stick around for a 
couple more years,” he said. 

Canes preseason, Game 1 

Who: Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

When: Tuesday, Sept. 28 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Time: 7 p.m. 
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LeBrun: Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon on the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet, losing 
Dougie Hamilton and sports betting 

By Pierre LeBrun 

I think it’s going to take more than a month for the raw 
emotion of Offer Sheet, Part Deux, to dissipate. 

In an interview with Tom Dundon on Monday, during which 
we covered a number of subjects, I asked the Carolina 
Hurricanes owner if he had talked yet with his counterpart 
Geoff Molson since the Aug. 28 offer sheet of Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. 

“I haven’t talked to him — I’d be happy to — but I haven’t 
talked to him about it,” Dundon told The Athletic. 

Did he reach out to Molson? 

“Yeah, I made a call. But I haven’t talked to him though,” 
Dundon said. 

OK then. 

Phil Collins’ “Don’t Lose My Number” hammered through my 
brain as I wrote this column Monday. 

Indeed, the Carolina-Montreal tit-for-tat offer sheet story is 
here to stay for a while. 

But Dundon says his organization’s decision to offer sheet 
Kotkaniemi on a one-year, $6.1 million deal was not a 
calculated revenge play after the Habs offer-sheeted 
Sebastian Aho on July 1, 2019. 

I asked the Hurricanes owner, however, if it at least helped 
send a message to other teams about offer-sheeting his 
players. 

“No … I mean, it might be true that that happened, but it had 
nothing to do with the decision,” Dundon said. “But it was 
always strange to me that (the Aho offer sheet) happened in 
the first place, right? Obviously, whatever the perception was 
about our organization or me when the first offer sheet 
happened was clearly inaccurate.” 

The Kotkaniemi offer sheet, Dundon insisted, happened after 
other moves — whether it was trying to re-sign Dougie 
Hamilton to no avail or a few trade ideas — didn’t pan out. 

“If we had re-signed Dougie or 10 other things we tried to do, 
this doesn’t come up,” Dundon said. “But when you’re sitting 
there with a bunch of cap space that you’re not going to be 
able to use and looking at your choices — we went through 
many, many choices — this just happened to be the one that 
ended up being executed. 

“But there was no grand plan … we didn’t set out to do this 
two years ago, even a month before. There’s always lots of 
options to look at based on the order things happen. When 

this came up, this one actually worked. But we could do lots 
of columns on the 100 ideas that don’t work or that we don’t 
execute.” 

The timeline backs up what Dundon is saying. Why wait until 
Aug. 29 to offer sheet Kotkaniemi if that was actually the top 
offseason priority? 

But it made waves, especially given how overpaid the player 
is for this season. 

As Dundon points out, offer sheets aren’t usually the best 
way to get a player, but it worked out in this specific instance. 

“It’s very rare that you’ll have a situation where you can 
actually get a player (via offer sheet) because there has to 
be a difference in how people look at the asset, right? By 
definition,” Dundon said. 

In my mind, and I shared this with Dundon, two things need 
to happen before we can say Kotkaniemi was worth the 
hassle for the ‘Canes. On the hockey side, he has to develop 
into a veritable top-six forward with more offensive impact. 
On the business side, it’s what his next deal looks like. If he 
signs an extension next summer that makes more sense 
related to his market value, then this makes better sense. 
Both things would help complete the puzzle, I said to 
Dundon. 

“Well, we’ll see. If he plays good, then it’ll make a lot of 
sense,” Dundon responded. “If he doesn’t play as well as 
we’d hoped, then no matter what we do it won’t make sense. 
But the contract is the easy part. If you pay the money to 
players who play really well, then it sort of doesn’t matter. 
The number is the number. But they got to play good. You 
don’t win if they don’t play good, regardless of their cap 
number.” 

One of the fascinating things about Dundon is how people 
perceive him. He’s seen as cheap, in many ways. And well, 
the contract negotiations with head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
and the rest of the staff were indeed a grind. And Dundon 
doesn’t pay some of his front-office people the same as other 
NHL teams. So that’s where that comes from. 

But on the flip side, the ‘Canes are a cap team yet again. 

“We’ve been pretty consistent,” Dundon said. “The things 
that make the biggest impact in all pro sports are the players. 
We all get a little self-important, probably, about the role of 
the people that don’t play. And so I just came to the 
conclusion that the players — the cap space is a fixed cap 
on the team that you can spend, and if you spend more, you 
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give yourself a better chance to win. That is the only thing I 
know to be true in this sport. 

“I don’t know that another scout or another analytics person 
or a nicer locker room, not sure how much that stuff impacts. 
And you want to do a really good job in all those things. But I 
do know what a really good player means. And so we’ve 
always taken that position — the reality of the business that 
we run versus what other people run off the ice, which is 
different. It’s just the way it is.” 

But on the ice, Dundon will always want to spend to the cap 
for his roster. 

“For me, I wouldn’t be doing it if we weren’t going to spend to 
the cap,” he said. “And we’ll exceed the cap if someone gets 
hurt. We exceeded it two years ago. Because within the 
rules, you’re allowed to do that. So the cap, to me, is not a 
business decision. But the rest of the organization is a 
business.” 

The ‘Canes did, however, lose a key player in Hamilton, a 
stud offensive blueliner who joined New Jersey via free 
agency on a seven-year deal worth $9 million per season. 

Carolina never got close to that number, as far as I can tell. 

Dundon chose his words carefully when I asked about 
Hamilton’s loss. 

“Yeah, I mean, look, we’re not playing for one year; we want 
to be good every year,” he said. “We got to give ourselves a 
chance to win every year. So everything we do is about 
managing short-term — how you feel about winning the very 
next game versus how you feel about winning for the next 10 
years. We continue to make decisions based on that 
balance.” 

My take on that response: The ‘Canes view Hamilton as a 
very good player but not a $9 million player and feel they 
would have regretted that kind of contract long-term. 

Hamilton’s departure will hurt, but in my mind, the top priority 
was to get Brind’Amour re-signed. A few clubs were drooling 
at the idea of him becoming available, not that I’m convinced 
the coach could bring himself to leave Carolina anyway. 

In any event, getting him re-signed was probably the most 
impactful transaction of the offseason for the ‘Canes. 

“I agree, I agree,” said Dundon. “The last thing I worry about 
is whether we’re going to have the right organizational 
enthusiasm towards our common goal. That’s a given for us.” 

In the meantime, Dundon is always looking at ways to grow 
the business. It’s been interesting to see how the 
Washington Capitals have rolled out their in-arena 
sportsbook. 

It’s something the ‘Canes would also like to do, no doubt. 

“Yeah, we’re working on it,” Dundon said. 

Legalizing sports betting in North Carolina is working its way 
through the state legislature. Obviously, the ‘Canes hope it 
gets approved. 

The Caps won’t be the only NHL club with a sportsbook. 

“I think everyone is going to have it eventually. It’s just about 
when, for the most part, because it seems to be legal in 
many states and on its way in others,” Dundon said. “We’re 
hopeful it’s something (the state wants) to do.” 

And finally, time will tell as to whether Dundon gets support 
on something he first talked about a few years ago: the idea 
of a “play-in” between team Nos. 7 through 10 (7 vs. 10 and 
8 vs. 9) in each conference ahead of the 16-team Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

As our readers know, I’ve been on board with the play-in 
concept as well for a few years now. It will be interesting to 
see if there’s enough interest among owners to bring it up 
with commissioner Gary Bettman come the Dec. 9-10 Board 
of Governors meetings. 

But for now, Dundon is careful not to broach it specifically 
with the media. He’s said his piece on it. 

“In general, I want to keep doing anything that makes the 
league more compelling, more interesting,” Dundon said. “I 
just want ideas. I just hope we all continue to look at all of 
our choices and be aggressive. I think the NHL is doing a 
really good job right now, by the way. There’s been a lot of 
change the last couple of years.” 

The pandemic has forced all sports leagues to make 
decisions that have led to change. 

“I’m a big believer that desperation creates innovation,” said 
Dundon. “So when you have this crisis that everyone went 
through, then you innovate more. I just want to push us. I 
want to innovate every day. … 

“I think the NHL is doing that. Hopefully, we can continue to 
look at all the options. I think we all know it won’t look the 
same in 10 years as it does today. … I think the NHL is doing 
a pretty good job at that right now; it’s definitely moving in the 
right direction. I’m pretty excited.” 
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Canes announce COVID-19 policies for home games 

Raleigh, N.C. — Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the Carolina Hurricanes, announced the team’s 
health and safety protocols, which have been developed in 
conjunction with the NHL as well as local and state officials. 

There are three COVID-19 policies in place for fans 
attending Hurricanes home games: 

 All fans ages 2+ are required to wear a mask upon 
entry and at all times while inside PNC Arena, 
except when actively eating or drinking. 

 Before entering PNC Arena for each game, fans 
must complete a health survey at 
CanesCheckIn.com that will be verified by arena 
staff. Fans may complete the survey for up to six 

people in their party, including themselves. They will 
receive an email or text message with a link to their 
clearance status. 

 Only diaper bags, medical bags and small clutches 
are permitted inside PNC Arena, and all bags must 
go through one of four X-ray machines found on the 
East and West sides of the arena, the STM doors 
and the South side adjacent to the VIP entrance. 

All protocols will be revised and updated as necessary 
throughout the season. 

The Hurricanes will open the preseason against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning on Tuesday, Sept. 28, at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena. 
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Hurricanes owner Dundon: 'There was no grand plan' to offer sheet Kotkaniemi 

As the dust settles on an intriguing offseason for the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Montreal Canadiens, TSN Hockey Insider 
Pierre LeBrun, in a story for the Athletic, spoke to Hurricanes 
owner Tom Dundon about a number of topics, including the 
team’s offseason, moves, the offer sheet story between the 
‘Canes and Habs, and how he views the investment in 
forward  

The Hurricanes made waves by signing then Canadiens’ 
restricted free-agent Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 million 
offer sheet late last month, which the team did not match. 

The belief was that Dundon and Hurricanes general manager 
Don Waddell offer sheeted the Finnish forward in response 
to the Canadiens' offer sheet of Canes’ forward  

in 2019. However, Dundon attempted to dispel those 
rumours. 

“There was no grand plan...we didn’t set out to do this two 
years ago, even a month before,” Dundon told LeBrun. 
“There’s always lots of options to look at based on the order 
things happen. When this came up, this one actually worked. 

“If we had re-signed Dougie [Hamilton] or 10 other things we 
tried to do, this doesn’t come up. But when you’re sitting 
there with a bunch of cap space that you’re not going to be 
able to use and looking at your choices - we went through 
many, many choices - this just happened to be the one that 
ended up being executed.” 

Dundon added that he has yet to speak to Canadiens’ owner 
Geoff Molson since the offer sheet was signed. “I haven’t 
talked to him, I’d be happy to...I made a call but I haven’t 
talked to him about it,” he said. 

Kotkaniemi was selected third overall by the Canadiens in 
the 2018 NHL Draft and played three seasons with the club. 
In 171 NHL games, the 21-year old scored 22 goals and 
added 40 assists, including five goals and 15 assists during 
the shortened 2020-21 season. 

To this point in his career, Kotkaniemi has not produced like 
a $6.1 million player, but Dundon noted that the opportunity 
to successfully acquire a player via offer sheet is rare and 
was willing to pay the contract in hopes that the young 
forward will live up to the lofty price tag. 

“Well we’ll see, if he plays good then it’ll make a lot of 
sense,” said Dundon. “If he doesn’t play as well as we’d 
hoped, then no matter what we do it won’t make sense.  

“But the contract is the easy part. If you pay the money to 
players who play really well, then it sort of doesn’t matter. 
The number is the number. But they got to play good. You 
don’t win if they don’t play good, regardless of their cap 
number.” 

Dundon reiterated that he did not intend to send a message 
to other teams with the offer sheet but said that whatever 
perception the league held about him or the organization 
prior to the dueling offer sheet fiasco was wrong. 

“No, it might be true that that happened, but it had nothing to 
do with the decision,” he said. “But it was always strange to 
me that [the Aho offer sheet] happened in the first place, 
right?  

“Obviously, whatever the perception was about our 
organization or me when the first offer sheet happened was 
clearly inaccurate." 
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‘I’m very happy with where I’m at’: Bear ready for fresh start with Canes 

By Alec Sawyer  

It was an offseason of change for the Carolina Hurricanes, 
as the team kicked off training camp last week with a slew of 
new faces on the ice.  

One of those newcomers is defenseman Ethan Bear, 
acquired from the Edmonton Oilers in a trade for Warren 
Foegele as a piece to quell the loss of Dougie Hamilton. The 
24-year-old Bear has two and a half years of NHL 
experience under his belt, and played 71 games in 2019-20 
en route to a 10th-place finish in Calder voting.  

Bear got his first action with the Canes on the ice as training 
camp kicked off, skating in a partnership with Jaccob Slavin 
from the get go. For Bear, the trade to Carolina was 
something he called a “pleasant surprise”, and he’s happy to 
get things going with the Canes.  

“I’m very happy with where I’m at,” Bear said. “It’s really 
good. I’m playing with Slavin. It’s good. I’m excited.” 

Bear is joining a defensive corps that lost one of its best 
players in Hamilton, and while he’s no replacement for that 
production, he’s still been very good in his NHL career. He 
had 21 points during his 2019-20 campaign, playing nearly 
22 minutes per game that season.  

He’s also still very young. At just 24, Bear is the youngest of 
the six blue liners like to make the Canes’ roster, and getting 
a player with as much NHL experience as Bear has at his 
age is something that brings a lot of promise to the team.  

“It’s a young player who we’re hoping is just tapping into 
what he’s going to be,” Carolina head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour told Canes Country. “I think any time you can 
get an opportunity to bring in a young player that can be in a 
top-four role in a defensive group, that’s the attraction, for 
sure. That’s where we see him. He can skate. I think there’s 
a whole bunch more to his game still to come.”  

The ceiling is high for Bear, and unlocking that potential 
starts with training camp. The good news for Bear and the 
Canes is that he is skating with one of the best defensemen 
in the league in Slavin, something that makes any player 
more comfortable and free to play their game on the ice.  

“He’s dependable and reliable,” Bear said. “For me, it just 
allows me to do my job and play my game. It doesn’t get any 
easier than that.” 

On the other side of that is Slavin, who is seeing the talent 
and potential in Bear right away. Slavin says Bear is fitting in 
well with the team and is a great guy off the ice, and he also 
had great things to say about the stocky defenseman on the 
ice. 

“It’s been good so far,” Slavin said. “I’m excited to have him 
here. On the ice he’s a smooth skater. Even just in the 
scrimmages as a team we had he had good offensive ability, 
good puck-moving ability. I’m super excited for what that 
could be, just have to get the chemistry going.” 

The move from Edmonton to Raleigh is quite the change of 
culture, but Bear said he loves his new city and has no 
complaints there. Another player on the Canes that has 
made that transition easier for Bear is Jordan Martinook, who 
played junior hockey in the Edmonton area and immediately 
got linked up with Bear when the trade went through.  

“I love Bear,” Martinook said. “When he got traded, he texted 
me that day and was like ‘Hey, can I come work out with 
you?’ We worked out together. I skated with him quite a bit in 
the summer. He’s another one of those guys that’s just a joy 
to have in the room. He’s always smiling. I think he’s happy 
to have a fresh start, too.” 

For Bear, that established relationship with Martinook has 
been a helpful tool in adjusting to life with his new team. 

“He’s been huge,” Bear said. “Every time I have a question 
I’ll just reach out to Marty. It’s good.” 

For any player that comes to the Carolina Hurricanes, there’s 
a certain excitement that comes with the opportunity to play 
for a coach like Brind’Amour. Time and time again players 
talk about the way Brind’Amour handles himself in the locker 
room, and it’s no different for Bear.  

The Jack Adams-winning head coach has established a 
winning culture in Raleigh, a city that he’s spent a lot of his 
adult life in, and that’s something that stands out to a 
newcomer like Bear. 

“It’s his passion,” Bear said. “You can tell right from the first 
meeting yesterday how much he wants to win. He loves the 
Hurricanes. He loves Carolina. Honestly as a player, it just 
makes you want to win that much more and work harder and 
compete and win.” 

That hard-work mentality is something that has become 
ingrained in the culture of the Carolina Hurricanes, another 
thing that always seems to stand out to new players on the 
team.  

Bear, who said he’s excited for a fresh start and a new 
opportunity, has no concerns about fitting in with that well-
established culture in the locker room.  

“I think I fit in great,” Bear said. “I played in junior and we 
won with not the best team but culture. I know how important 
that is. I think I’m a good person. I work hard. I’m honest. I’m 
just trying to contribute every way that I can.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254564922.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254573042.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254513807.html 

https://theathletic.com/2852434/2021/09/27/lebrun-hurricanes-owner-tom-dundon-on-the-jesperi-kotkaniemi-offer-sheet-losing-dougie-hamilton-and-
sports-betting/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-announce-covid-19-policies-for-home-games/19898404/ 
https://www.tsn.ca/carolina-hurricanes-tom-dundon-montreal-canadiens-offer-sheet-jesperi-kotkaniemi-1.1699052  

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/27/22695442/im-very-happy-with-where-im-at-bear-ready-for-fresh-start-with-canes 
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Going to a Hurricanes game? Here are the health and safety protocols 
for PNC Arena 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 27, 2021 6:59 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes fans celebrates after Jordan Staal’s goal in the third 
period was reviewed and approved during their home opener against the 
New York Islanders on Thursday, October 4, 2018 at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, N.C. 

The Carolina Hurricanes on Monday announced their health and safety 
protocols for games at PNC Arena for the 2021-22 season, which were 
developed in conjunction with the NHL and local and state officials. 

The protocols: 

▪ All fans ages two and older are required to wear a mask upon entry and 
at all times while inside PNC Arena, except when eating or drinking. 

▪ Before entering PNC Arena for each game, fans must complete a 
health survey at CanesCheckIn.com that will be verified by arena staff. 
Fans can complete the survey for as many as six people in their party, 
including themselves. They will receive an email or text message with a 
link to their clearance status. 

▪ Only diaper bags, medical bags and small clutches will be permitted 
inside PNC Arena, and all bags must go through one of four X-ray 
machines found on the East and West sides of the arena, the STM doors 
and the South side adjacent to the VIP entrance. 

The Canes said all protocols will be revised and updated as necessary 
throughout the season. 

The Canes also said all tickets will be digital this season and can be 
accessed through fans’ Caniac Account Manager (or Ticketmaster.com if 
purchased directly from Ticketmaster). PNC Arena and its parking lots 
will not be accepting cash this season, either, but fans will be able to 
purchase parking passes before arriving for the game. 

The Hurricanes open the preseason Tuesday against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena. Carolina’s regular-season opener is 
Oct. 14 at PNC Arena against the New York Islanders. 
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Here’s who might lead the Canes power play, and who’s probably going 
to start in goal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 27, 2021 4:48 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Freddy Andersen (31) skates during the 
opening day of training camp on Thursday, September 23, 2021 at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are playing another hockey game, so why not 
another question about the starting goaltender? 

The Canes now have two veterans in net — Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta, both signed in free agency. The Canes play the first of four 
preseason exhibition games Tuesday, facing the Tampa Bay Lightning at 
PNC Arena. 

Who starts the game? Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour wasn’t going there 
Monday after practice. 
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“Our plan is to have those guys get two starts,” Brind’Amour said to the 
media. “We’re going to flip flop. That’s kind of the plan unless something 
happens.” 

For what it’s worth, Andersen was in the north “starter’s “ crease Monday 
in practice and later was listed on the game roster. The Canes will hold a 
pregame morning skate Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

POWERING UP THE POWER PLAY 

The Canes got in their first power-play work of camp Monday and one 
question was answered, for now: Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce were 
the two defensemen on the units. 

The first power-play unit had DeAngelo at the top in an umbrella look, 
with forwards Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov and 
Vincent Trocheck. The second unit had Pesce at the top with forwards 
Jordan Staal, Nino Niederreiter, Martin Necas and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

The Canes moved the puck crisply, especially on the first unit where Aho 
and Teravainen, in particular, have such good vision. Carolina will miss 
Dougie Hamilton on the power play but again should be potent -- 
Carolina was second in the NHL on power-play conversion last season 
(25.6 percent). 

JARVIS RETURNS TO THE ICE 

After missing the first three days of on-ice work, forward Seth Jarvis 
practiced Monday with Team Energy in the first session of the day. 

The Canes’ 2020 first-round draft pick “tweaked something” before camp 
started, according to Brind’Amour. The coach said Jarvis would not play 
in the first preseason game. 

QUOTEABLE COLE 

Good quote from veteran defenseman Ian Cole today: “As a professional 
athlete you play to win the championship. If you’re not playing to win 
Stanley Cups, I’m not really sure why you’re playing. So that is the end 
goal, bar none. That’s it. Hard stop.” 

Cole won Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2016 and 2017. 

STILL-TOO-EARLY LINES 

Brind’Amour has kept his lines and D pair combinations basically in place 
in the first three practice sessions. He made one tweak Monday, moving 
Svechnikov to Aho’s line and shifting Niederreiter to Staal’s line. 

On defense, Ethan Bear remained with Jaccob Slavin, Brady Skjei with 
Pesce and Ian Cole with DeAngelo in the top three pairs. 

Brind’Amour again said he was not locked in on the combinations, at 
forward or on D. 

“You really want to give it time,” Brind’Amour said. “We have some time 
here and when we make another switch we’ll give it some time. That’s 
really it. We want to get a good look at things before you try something 
else.” 

canesbanner 

The Carolina Hurricanes now have a 2020-21 Central Division 
championship banner hanging in the PNC Arena rafters. Chip Alexander 

A BANNER DAY 

There’s something new in the PNC Arena rafters: a 2020-21 Central 
Division championship banner. 

It should be the Canes’ only one. After winning the newly formed Central 
during the pandemic season, then losing to divisional rival Tampa Bay in 
the playoffs, Carolina is back in the Metro now. But a banner is a banner. 

PRESEASON GAME INFO 

Who: Tampa Bay Lightning at Carolina Hurricanes 

What: Preseason exhibition game 

When: 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena 

TV/radio: WCMC-FM 99.9 The Fan 
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LeBrun: Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon on the Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer 
sheet, losing Dougie Hamilton and sports betting 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Sep 27, 2021  

 

I think it’s going to take more than a month for the raw emotion of Offer 
Sheet, Part Deux, to dissipate. 

In an interview with Tom Dundon on Monday, during which we covered a 
number of subjects, I asked the Carolina Hurricanes owner if he had 
talked yet with his counterpart Geoff Molson since the Aug. 28 offer sheet 
of Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

“I haven’t talked to him — I’d be happy to — but I haven’t talked to him 
about it,” Dundon told The Athletic. 

Did he reach out to Molson? 

“Yeah, I made a call. But I haven’t talked to him though,” Dundon said. 

OK then. 

Phil Collins’ “Don’t Lose My Number” hammered through my brain as I 
wrote this column Monday. 

Indeed, the Carolina-Montreal tit-for-tat offer sheet story is here to stay 
for a while. 

But Dundon says his organization’s decision to offer sheet Kotkaniemi on 
a one-year, $6.1 million deal was not a calculated revenge play after the 
Habs offer-sheeted Sebastian Aho on July 1, 2019. 

I asked the Hurricanes owner, however, if it at least helped send a 
message to other teams about offer-sheeting his players. 

“No … I mean, it might be true that that happened, but it had nothing to 
do with the decision,” Dundon said. “But it was always strange to me that 
(the Aho offer sheet) happened in the first place, right? Obviously, 
whatever the perception was about our organization or me when the first 
offer sheet happened was clearly inaccurate.” 

The Kotkaniemi offer sheet, Dundon insisted, happened after other 
moves — whether it was trying to re-sign Dougie Hamilton to no avail or 
a few trade ideas — didn’t pan out. 

“If we had re-signed Dougie or 10 other things we tried to do, this doesn’t 
come up,” Dundon said. “But when you’re sitting there with a bunch of 
cap space that you’re not going to be able to use and looking at your 
choices — we went through many, many choices — this just happened to 
be the one that ended up being executed. 

“But there was no grand plan … we didn’t set out to do this two years 
ago, even a month before. There’s always lots of options to look at based 
on the order things happen. When this came up, this one actually 
worked. But we could do lots of columns on the 100 ideas that don’t work 
or that we don’t execute.” 

The timeline backs up what Dundon is saying. Why wait until Aug. 29 to 
offer sheet Kotkaniemi if that was actually the top offseason priority? 
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But it made waves, especially given how overpaid the player is for this 
season. 

As Dundon points out, offer sheets aren’t usually the best way to get a 
player, but it worked out in this specific instance. 

“It’s very rare that you’ll have a situation where you can actually get a 
player (via offer sheet) because there has to be a difference in how 
people look at the asset, right? By definition,” Dundon said. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Sebastian Aho. (James Guillory / USA Today) 

In my mind, and I shared this with Dundon, two things need to happen 
before we can say Kotkaniemi was worth the hassle for the ‘Canes. On 
the hockey side, he has to develop into a veritable top-six forward with 
more offensive impact. On the business side, it’s what his next deal looks 
like. If he signs an extension next summer that makes more sense 
related to his market value, then this makes better sense. Both things 
would help complete the puzzle, I said to Dundon. 

“Well, we’ll see. If he plays good, then it’ll make a lot of sense,” Dundon 
responded. “If he doesn’t play as well as we’d hoped, then no matter 
what we do it won’t make sense. But the contract is the easy part. If you 
pay the money to players who play really well, then it sort of doesn’t 
matter. The number is the number. But they got to play good. You don’t 
win if they don’t play good, regardless of their cap number.” 

One of the fascinating things about Dundon is how people perceive him. 
He’s seen as cheap, in many ways. And well, the contract negotiations 
with head coach Rod Brind’Amour and the rest of the staff were indeed a 
grind. And Dundon doesn’t pay some of his front-office people the same 
as other NHL teams. So that’s where that comes from. 

But on the flip side, the ‘Canes are a cap team yet again. 

“We’ve been pretty consistent,” Dundon said. “The things that make the 
biggest impact in all pro sports are the players. We all get a little self-
important, probably, about the role of the people that don’t play. And so I 
just came to the conclusion that the players — the cap space is a fixed 
cap on the team that you can spend, and if you spend more, you give 
yourself a better chance to win. That is the only thing I know to be true in 
this sport. 

“I don’t know that another scout or another analytics person or a nicer 
locker room, not sure how much that stuff impacts. And you want to do a 
really good job in all those things. But I do know what a really good 
player means. And so we’ve always taken that position — the reality of 
the business that we run versus what other people run off the ice, which 
is different. It’s just the way it is.” 

But on the ice, Dundon will always want to spend to the cap for his roster. 

“For me, I wouldn’t be doing it if we weren’t going to spend to the cap,” 
he said. “And we’ll exceed the cap if someone gets hurt. We exceeded it 
two years ago. Because within the rules, you’re allowed to do that. So the 
cap, to me, is not a business decision. But the rest of the organization is 
a business.” 

The ‘Canes did, however, lose a key player in Hamilton, a stud offensive 
blueliner who joined New Jersey via free agency on a seven-year deal 
worth $9 million per season. 

Carolina never got close to that number, as far as I can tell. 

Dundon chose his words carefully when I asked about Hamilton’s loss. 

“Yeah, I mean, look, we’re not playing for one year; we want to be good 
every year,” he said. “We got to give ourselves a chance to win every 
year. So everything we do is about managing short-term — how you feel 
about winning the very next game versus how you feel about winning for 
the next 10 years. We continue to make decisions based on that 
balance.” 

My take on that response: The ‘Canes view Hamilton as a very good 
player but not a $9 million player and feel they would have regretted that 
kind of contract long-term. 

Hamilton’s departure will hurt, but in my mind, the top priority was to get 
Brind’Amour re-signed. A few clubs were drooling at the idea of him 
becoming available, not that I’m convinced the coach could bring himself 
to leave Carolina anyway. 

In any event, getting him re-signed was probably the most impactful 
transaction of the offseason for the ‘Canes. 

“I agree, I agree,” said Dundon. “The last thing I worry about is whether 
we’re going to have the right organizational enthusiasm towards our 
common goal. That’s a given for us.” 

In the meantime, Dundon is always looking at ways to grow the business. 
It’s been interesting to see how the Washington Capitals have rolled out 
their in-arena sportsbook. 

It’s something the ‘Canes would also like to do, no doubt. 

“Yeah, we’re working on it,” Dundon said. 

Legalizing sports betting in North Carolina is working its way through the 
state legislature. Obviously, the ‘Canes hope it gets approved. 

The Caps won’t be the only NHL club with a sportsbook. 

“I think everyone is going to have it eventually. It’s just about when, for 
the most part, because it seems to be legal in many states and on its way 
in others,” Dundon said. “We’re hopeful it’s something (the state wants) 
to do.” 

And finally, time will tell as to whether Dundon gets support on something 
he first talked about a few years ago: the idea of a “play-in” between 
team Nos. 7 through 10 (7 vs. 10 and 8 vs. 9) in each conference ahead 
of the 16-team Stanley Cup playoffs. 

As our readers know, I’ve been on board with the play-in concept as well 
for a few years now. It will be interesting to see if there’s enough interest 
among owners to bring it up with commissioner Gary Bettman come the 
Dec. 9-10 Board of Governors meetings. 

But for now, Dundon is careful not to broach it specifically with the media. 
He’s said his piece on it. 

“In general, I want to keep doing anything that makes the league more 
compelling, more interesting,” Dundon said. “I just want ideas. I just hope 
we all continue to look at all of our choices and be aggressive. I think the 
NHL is doing a really good job right now, by the way. There’s been a lot 
of change the last couple of years.” 

The pandemic has forced all sports leagues to make decisions that have 
led to change. 

“I’m a big believer that desperation creates innovation,” said Dundon. “So 
when you have this crisis that everyone went through, then you innovate 
more. I just want to push us. I want to innovate every day. … 

“I think the NHL is doing that. Hopefully, we can continue to look at all the 
options. I think we all know it won’t look the same in 10 years as it does 
today. … I think the NHL is doing a pretty good job at that right now; it’s 
definitely moving in the right direction. I’m pretty excited.” 
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Lightning veterans create welcoming culture for young players at training 
camp 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 
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BRANDON — Pat Maroon’s perspective on being a leader has changed 
since he entered the league with the Ducks in 2011. 

As his career has progressed, the Lightning forward has wanted to learn 
from the veterans around him. Maroon, 33, has paid attention to how 
they have taken younger guys under their wings, creating a welcoming 
culture, especially at the start of training camp. 

He knows teams need contributions from veterans and young players 
alike to win. Maroon has wanted to be a mentor to young players, so he 
has made a habit of giving them his cellphone number to make them feel 
more at ease when they join his teams. 

“If they ever need anything,” Maroon said, “I’m there for them.” 

It’s that kind of mentality from veterans that helps young players get 
acclimated to a team. 

Consider Ross Colton, a 25-year-old Lightning forward who played his 
first NHL game last season Feb. 24, often skating on the fourth line with 
Maroon and Mathieu Joseph. Five months later, he scored the Stanley 
Cup-clinching goal against the Canadiens. 

Being around veterans made Colton feel like he was a part of the 
Lightning and not auditioning every time out. 

It wasn’t about threading the perfect pass to Steven Stamkos or firing off 
the hardest shot toward Andrei Vasilevskiy. It was about building 
relationships and playing at the highest level knowing he had the 
veterans’ support. 

“You look around, (Stamkos), (Ryan) McDonagh, (Victor Hedman), those 
guys from Day One kind of took me under their wing and made me feel 
comfortable,” Colton said. “Patty Maroon was huge for me, as well as 
Blake Coleman. Those guys were just unbelievable role models for me 
from the minute I got called up (from AHL Syracuse).” 

Pat Maroon gives his cell phone number to new players called up. “If they 
ever need anything,” he says, “I’m there for them.” [ DIRK SHADD | 
Times ] 

The conversations he had with veterans on and off the ice made it easier 
for Colton to feel easy around his teammates. He wanted to be a 
“sponge” for advice the veterans threw his way. Maroon and Joseph, just 
24 but with three NHL seasons under his belt, were constantly in his ear. 

“You’re here for a reason. You’re a great player,” Colton said he was 
repeatedly told by veterans. “That goes a long way coming from guys like 
that. So that was huge. Guys (were) coming up, (asking) how you doing, 
(tell us) if you need anything.” 

Down the line, Maroon knows he can look back to players such as Colton 
and recognize he played a part in their growth. 

“As you get older, you want to take those guys in,” Maroon said. “You 
don’t want to look at it like, ‘Hey, they’re taking your job.’ You want to 
look at it as a mentor and you can help them out, because at the end of 
the day, we’re all here to do one thing: win hockey games and perform 
the best we can.” 

It’s not easy for young players new to a team to feel comfortable right off 
the bat. Colton still gets butterflies for training camp. 

Often, young players get caught up in the stars around them. It’s hard for 
them to feel at their best when elite players such as Brayden Point and 
Nikita Kucherov are skating circles around them, and Vasilevskiy isn’t 
letting a puck they shoot get past his glove. But it’s part of the process. 

Stamkos recalls his first Lightning training camp in 2008, after he was 
taken first overall in the draft that year, and how he was one of those 
nervous players coming in at 18 years old with Lightning greats skating 
next to him. 

“You don’t want to screw up a drill or screw up a pass, so I’ve kind of 
learned over the years to keep it light with some of those guys and just 
get to know them, go say hi,” said Stamkos, 31 and entering his 14th 
season. “A little conversation can go a long ways.” 

McDonagh, entering his 12th NHL season, has learned the same thing. 
When he arrived at the Rangers’ training camp in 2010, he was struck by 
goalie Henrik Lundqvist and forward Chris Drury, “marquee” and 
“superstar” players he watched from a distance. 

“You want to make the same strides and pave the same way for our 
young guys,” said McDonagh, 32. “(You) know that eventually they could 
be helping your team out here, so you want to instill good habits and just 
make sure they’re enjoying the moment each day and getting a little bit 
better.” 

Forward Taylor Raddysh, selected by the Lightning in the second round 
of the 2016 draft, has spent the past three years with Syracuse. This year 
is his fourth with the organization, and he has learned what it takes to 
make it in the NHL from being around the veterans during camp and on 
last year’s taxi squad. 

“They’re so comfortable, even from the time I got called up last year, and 
even though I never played (in an NHL game), they made me feel a part 
of the team and as if I was playing every night,” said Raddysh, 23. 
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Lightning’s Taylor Raddysh feels ready to make the jump to NHL 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 

 

BRANDON — Lightning forward Taylor Raddysh could argue that this 
season’s training camp is the most important one of his career to date. 

Drafted in the second round in 2016, the 6-foot-3, 198-pound wing has 
spent the past three seasons with AHL affiliate Syracuse Crunch (totaling 
49 goals and 61 assists in 159 games). Now Raddysh feels ready for the 
next step in his career: an NHL roster spot. 

With the summer departures of players like Tyler Johnson, Blake 
Coleman, Barclay Goodrow and Yanni Gourde, Raddysh sees an 
opportunity for a bottom-six roster spot. 

While with the Crunch, Raddysh focused on dropping some weight to 
improve his speed. Since last season’s camp in January 2021, he has 
lost 11 pounds. 

“The speed of the game’s just so fast,” Raddysh said. “For me to make 
that change was a big help.” 

In a perfect world, coach Jon Cooper would have been able to get 
Raddysh into his first NHL game last season. 

“He was one guy I wish we could have got in,” Cooper said. “But because 
of salary cap implications and things like that, we couldn’t. And he’s paid 
his dues.” 

When Cooper watches Raddysh play, he’s reminded of Ross Colton’s 
journey from the minors to his NHL debut back in February and the 
progression that followed (culminating with a milestone, Stanley Cup-
clinching goal against the Canadiens). 

“(Raddysh) hasn’t quite gotten (his shot) yet, but if this is any indication, 
he’ll have every opportunity now,” Cooper said. “He looks poised and 
ready both physically and mentally to take the next step, and now it’s up 
to him.” 
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Others at camp have noticed a change in Raddysh’s game, too. 

Colton, who played with Raddysh for two years in Syracuse, said it easily 
could have been Raddysh instead of him playing last season in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Colton said Raddysh’s “unbelievable shot” and knack for scoring help 
him stand out on the ice. 

Center Anthony Cirelli said Raddysh has put in the work to help ensure 
he’s ready for the big leagues. 

“He’s grown a lot and his game is faster, (he’s) stronger on the puck, 
(he’s) winning battles…,” Cirelli said. “Playing against him here, he’s 
looking really good. He’s come a long way and it really helps us push 
each other.” 

And it makes sense. Last season, Raddysh spent much of his time 
around the Lightning on the taxi squad. He saw first-hand what it takes to 
make it, and win, in this league. 

“That was cool just to be able to be a part of it and just to see their 
everyday lives in the playoffs and being there the whole ride ... was a 
great experience,” Raddysh said. 

In the offseason, Raddysh signed a three-year deal along with Syracuse 
teammate Boris Katchouk, who also is inching closer to an NHL role. 

“The challenge for young players, and it’s around the league, is that 
consistency, being good enough, being fit enough, being professional 
enough to bring it night in and night out,” general manager Julien 
BriseBois said at media day last week. 

And as the team’s first preseason game approaches Tuesday at 
Carolina, Raddysh knows the pressure is on. 

“These last couple of years in Syracuse, they gave me every opportunity 
to try to get better and I feel like I’ve used all my tools and the people 
around me to improve my game,” Raddysh said. “I feel like it’s taken a 
big step.” 
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How a ‘life-changing’ summer has Taylor Raddysh poised to make the 
Lightning’s roster 

 

By Joe Smith Sep 27, 2021  

 

Taylor Raddysh had some rather hard conversations with his trainer in 
the summer of 2020. 

The sports world had just shut down due to COVID-19, and prospects 
like Raddysh didn’t know when their next game would be. That period 
could be career-changing for some players, depending on how they 
handled it. 

Raddysh, 23, was four years removed from being drafted in the second 
round by the Lightning in 2016. His shot and his scoring ability are 
special, which is what put him high in the draft and on Canada’s World 
Junior team. But after two pro seasons with AHL Syracuse, he was at a 
bit of a crossroads. 

“Are you going to be a guy that bounces around the AHL and ends up in 
Europe?” athletic performance coach Dan Noble asked. “Or are you 
going to become the player you know you can become?’ 

“And Taylor took it and ran with it.” 

That is now evident from watching Raddysh in Lightning training camp. 
Sure, the elite shot is there. But Raddysh also is leaner and faster. He’s 

first on pucks in battles and he’s flying around the ice. He got called up 
by the Lightning last year during the regular season, and while he didn’t 
appear in a game due to salary-cap reasons, Raddysh made a strong 
impression. 

“He looks like an NHL player,” said Lightning color analyst Brian 
Engblom, a two-time Cup-winning defenseman. “He’s built like an NHL 
player. He shoots like an NHL player. Is he?” 

There are a few forward spots available for the opening night roster, and 
Raddysh has a good shot at claiming one of them. 

“He’s paid his dues,” coach Jon Cooper said. “He’s been much along the 
lines of (Ross) Colton — the guys that played in the minors and got their 
shot and made the best of it. He hasn’t played here yet, but if this is any 
indication, he’ll have every opportunity. He looks poised and ready, both 
physically and mentally, to take the next step. 

“Now it’s up to him.” 

It’s not like Raddysh was fledgling in the minors during his first two 
seasons. He scored 18 and 19 goals, respectively. He was a force on the 
power play. At 6-foot-3, 198 pounds, he was a rare power forward on the 
Crunch. 

“The biggest thing is that Taylor looks like (Rob) Gronkowski,” Noble 
said. “He’s a big man. And he probably carried too much weight in the 
past.” 

Raddysh was a solid AHL player, but he was too inconsistent. One night, 
he’d lead the way. Another night, he wouldn’t be noticed as much. He 
had too much talent for that to be the case. He needed to be able to 
create space for his own shots. He had to win more battles. He couldn’t 
be one-dimensional. 

The work started while the Lightning were on their 2020 Stanley Cup run 
in the bubble. And it continued after. Raddysh usually trains in the 
offseason at Grit Athletics outside of Toronto with Noble in a group that 
includes the Leafs’ Mitch Marner, the Islanders’ Michael Dal Colle, 
Anthony Cirelli and his brother, Darren Raddysh. 

Noble set up video conferences with all of his guys, splitting his computer 
screen. In one corner, there was Marner. Another corner was Cirelli. 
Another featured some players from the women’s national team. And 
another was Raddysh, who worked out in his garage. 

“It was like a circus,” Noble said. “Everyone was locked inside. Then we 
got to go inside the gym, and we were sneaking in backdoors of rinks. 
Nothing was easy. Training in masks for 12 months, inside doing 
conditioning, that’s not easy stuff. But I’ll be honest, that’s what changed 
him. 

“He doubled down on himself and went to a different place, mentally and 
physically. It was definitely a life-changing summer for him.” 

Noble said Raddysh cleaned up his diet, eliminating junk food and 
limiting alcohol. “It was not a dramatic lifestyle switch,” Noble said. 
“Momma’s cooking had to go. It’s just eating clean and not coming home 
and having a beer on a Tuesday.” 

But Raddysh hit the gym hard, focusing on his explosiveness and speed. 
There was a lot of running, hills and jumps. After his on-ice workouts, he 
rode the bike when he got home. He’d work with the Lightning’s skating 
coaches, too. But dropping approximately 15 pounds made it a lot easier. 

“That was the main thing — the speed of the game is so fast,” Raddysh 
said. “To make that change was a big help for me. That’s the biggest 
area of my game I needed to work on, and have been working on since I 
got drafted by the Lightning. Getting a little faster was the main goal.” 

Taylor Raddysh in workouts in Ontario, Canada. (Courtesy of Dan Noble) 

AHL Syracuse coach Ben Groulx sensed the difference in Raddysh and 
teammate Boris Katchouk, so much so that when Colton got called up, 
Groulx made the two part of the Crunch’s leadership group. Raddysh had 
29 points (including 12 goals) in 27 games with the Crunch. 
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“They were our best players,” Groulx said. “Very consistent. They came 
back from home more fit, better than ever. It showed on the ice. When 
you’re home for so long, it’s a test for our players to know who is going to 
take a big step or a step back. Who is going to stay the same? Those two 
were among the guys who took a big step. They took it very seriously. It 
showed maturity. Both of them are good 200-foot players, they were the 
drivers on our team. 

“I feel they can go in the NHL and play.” 

Raddysh saw former Crunch teammates like Colton and Alex Barre-
Boulet get their callup and chance to play in the NHL. It was motivating. 
Raddysh got called up to the taxi squad in March and spent a significant 
amount of time practicing with the team. Cooper said he wished he had 
been able to get Raddysh in a game, but the Lightning were hampered 
by salary cap issues. 

“He was a little upset he didn’t get to play, but that’s the way hockey is,” 
said Taylor’s brother, Darren, a Lightning defense prospect. “And it just 
made him hungrier this year to earn a spot and make sure he gets in a 
game.” 

Raddysh said just being around the Lightning during the Cup run was a 
very beneficial experience. 

Veteran players like Pat Maroon made him feel comfortable right away. 
There were subtle conversations, tips during drills, or guys like Maroon 
just handing out his phone number in case he was needed. It’s part of the 
pay-it-forward culture of the organization. “From the time I got called up, 
they made me feel like part of the team, like I was playing every night,” 
he said. Raddysh learned a lot about how stars like Brayden Point and 
Nikita Kucherov practiced. He got a feel for the NHL lifestyle too, 
including the road trips. 

“It was really cool to be part of,” Raddysh said. “What their everyday life 
was like in the playoffs, just being there for the whole ride, was an 
awesome time for us. You get a taste of what it’s like, how much fun it is. 
To see the joy on their faces, it gave me and the rest of the guys there, 
we felt like we were part of it. It gives you a lot of motivation to be there, 
to be able to win a championship.” 

Cirelli believes Raddysh is close to getting his chance with the Lightning, 
noting all the improvements he’s made during the offseason workouts 
together. “He’s stronger on the pucks, winning battles,” Cirelli said. “He 
scores every time in the summer skates.” While the summer of 2020 
served as a turning point for Raddysh, there weren’t any doubts, at least 
in his mind. 

“He’s always believed he can play in the NHL,” Darren Raddysh said. “I 
just think he needed to put all the things together and he’s finally done 
that. You can see it on the ice in practice. He’s one of the fastest guys 
out there, he’s making plays.” 

Noble said Raddysh is now below 10 percent body fat — “He’s 
shredded,” Noble said — and that’s going to help him as he adjusts to 
playing in the NHL regularly. 

“When you get rid of that dead weight, people underestimate the impact 
on your ability to move, the lateral quickness,” Noble said. “His ability to 
get in and out with the puck and not lose any strength. He’s as strong as 
he was before, just significantly faster and quicker.” 

Darren and Taylor have helped each other throughout this process 
because both are trying to make the team. Darren said they are on the 
same floor at the downtown Tampa hotel they’re living in during camp, 
and they often will grab dinner together. They played together in juniors 
and as kids, so “it’s natural,” Darren said. 

Darren didn’t make it to Tampa for the Stanley Cup, but he said he would 
have gone if Raddysh had gotten in a game. Raddysh video-called him 
from the Amalie Arena ice after he got to hoist the Stanley Cup, but it 
was so loud, they couldn’t hear each other. The next day, Taylor tried 
again. Darren laughs remembering how “rough” Taylor looked after a 
night of celebrating. 

Darren told Taylor during the run that being on a Cup team is “something 
that may never happen again,” and that he should try to enjoy it. 

“You didn’t get in a game,” Darren said, “but you’re part of this team. 
Enjoy every moment.” 

Before they hung up, Taylor told Darren: “Next time, I’ll be playing.” 
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Nashville Predators 2021-22 season preview 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn Sep 27, 2021 

 

After going through all the bottom feeders with a minimal chance of 
success this season, it’s time to dive into the teams that actually have a 
shot. We begin with a team that made the playoffs last season against all 
odds, an extremely rare Jekyll and Hyde season featuring two incredible 
extremes. 

The Nashville Predators were left for dead halfway through the season, a 
write-off that looked close to tearing it all down. That might have been the 
right move long term, but the team had other plans with a hot streak for 
the ages that helped put them in the postseason. Nashville landed almost 
exactly where it was expected to, right in the middle, but the way the 
Predators got there was a roller coaster. 

Repeating that feat may be difficult this season as the team begins to 
shift priorities. Nashville made some big trades this summer with eyes 
towards the future, and the end result is a team that is projected to finish 
outside the playoff picture. 

The Projection 

Nashville enters the 2021-22 season with a roughly one-in-four shot at 
the postseason. It’s the lowest chance this team has had in a long while 
as the Predators have been a playoff mainstay over the last seven 
seasons, only technically missing once in that time frame due to a 
pandemic-altered season. 

However, things may change in Nashville. The Predators may find 
themselves in the league’s bottom third of teams. Nashville has a 
legitimate chance to make the playoffs, but the team is still projected to 
finish seventh in the division, a spot it lands in 30 percent of the time. It 
won’t get much worse than that because Arizona exists, but it’s tough to 
envision the Predators climbing up the standings this season. 

The team is on a downwards trajectory and it doesn’t help that they 
moved out both Ryan Ellis and Viktor Arvidsson this summer, two staples 
of the previous core. It signalled that the team is going in a new direction, 
but there’s also the fact that every other team in the Central improved on 
top of that. The rest of the division got stronger while the Predators did 
the opposite. 

The biggest issue though is the reason the Predators even made it to the 
playoffs last year in the first place. It was a berth built upon goaltending 
alone, an extremely volatile solution to team-building that is prone to 
year-over-year regression. While it’s likely true that Nashville has one of 
the league’s best goalies to lean on, that’s rarely ever the safest bet and 
being a playoff team requires much more. 

The rest of the roster doesn’t look close to good enough. 

The Roster 

For clarity, each player’s projected win value shown is over a full 82-
game pace to better visualize each player’s expected true talent level. 
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The team’s simulated record accounts for injuries and expected time 
missed using a games played projection. 

Nashville’s biggest strength is in net thanks to Juuse Saros who 
cemented himself as an elite goalie last season. The signs have been 
there for a while, starting with a strong opening statement in his first two 
seasons, but it wasn’t until last year where he took over the crease in 
Nashville.  

That’s partially because he struggled to gain a foothold in his third and 
fourth season, putting up only slightly above average numbers as his role 
increased. It was in the back half of 2019-20 where things started to click, 
however. After a rough start to the season for both goalies, Saros came 
back from injury a new man and took over, looking every bit like the elite 
goalie many expected he could be after such a strong start to his career. 
It was a similar story last season, though this time he was even better 
and he finished the season with a .927 save percentage, a career-high 
and one of the best marks in the league. In 36 games, Saros saved 
nearly eight goals above expected, his fifth straight season above even. 
In that time, Saros ranks fifth among all goalies with 34 goals saved 
above expected. That is consistency that is rare to find at the position.  

His 2020-21 season was the second-best goals saved above expected of 
his career and was good for ninth last year. That’s a bit lower than some 
might expect based on his save percentage and the hype surrounding his 
season and that’s because there was a big difference between his saves 
above expected and his saves above average. Saros may have saved m 
eight goals above expected, but he saved 20 above average which could 
cloud the discourse around him. What that suggests from an analytical 
standpoint is that Saros benefitted a fair bit from the team in front of him, 
a team that deserves a lot of credit for keeping pucks out of the net. At 
the same time, there’s also the possibility that expected goals are 
undervaluing Saros’s contributions — that there’s something missing 
from the equation that isn’t being accounted for. This model uses both, 
with a heavy slant towards goals saved above expected, but regardless, 
Saros comes out looking like a top-five goalie next season. Without him, 
the Predators would be closer to an 80-point team. 

What also helps the goaltending picture is the upgrade the team made at 
backup. David Rittich is nothing special at this point in his career, a 
goalie that’s pretty close to replacement level, but that’s still better than 
Pekka Rinne in his current state. Pekka Rinne’s career had seriously 
waned over the prior two seasons where he allowed 30 goals more than 
expected over 60 games, about one every two games. That’s going to 
hurt the team’s bottom line and it was time for him to fade off into the 
sunset of retirement. Rittich wasn’t great himself. But, in seven more 
games, he allowed 15 fewer goals above expected. That’s a decent 
difference and equates to Nashville being half a win better next season. 
That doesn’t make up for some of the other moves made this offseason, 
but it helps. 

One of those moves was on defense with the team shipping out the 
small-statured Ryan Ellis who spent a decade with the Predators. Ellis 
had an off year, but he was still no doubt a top pair caliber defender and 
his absence makes the team’s defense corps look depleted. The group is 
average overall, but that’s a big downgrade from where it used to be as 
one of the league’s best. 

Roman Josi remains the centerpiece of the backend, an incredible player 
in all facets of the game that remains one of the game’s very elite at the 
position. He’s the team’s captain and best player and as he goes, so 
does the team. 

Last year’s roller-coaster ride can more or less be chalked up to that very 
idea. In the team’s first half, Josi was still one of the team’s top play-
drivers, but it wasn’t quite to the degree of the year before and he was 
getting nowhere near the same luck either. The Predators were 
outscored heavily with Josi on the ice which doesn’t happen often and he 
struggled to generate any offense. At five-on-five he had just 0.49 points-
per-60, one of the lowest marks in the league. If Josi isn’t providing 
offense, the team is in trouble. That changed for the better in the second 
half as he was up to his usual rate, 1.36 points-per-60, and his goal rate 

followed at 59 percent – not far off his Norris season’s numbers. He also 
led the team’s defenders with a 53.6 percent expected goals rate. 

A lot of that can be chalked up to bad luck, but it helps show how much 
of the team’s success hinges on Josi’s. No defender is more important 
than he is, and that shows up in his tracked numbers where his influence 
on where the puck ends up is enormous. On breakouts, only Cale Makar 
exits the zone with possession more than Josi’s 59 percent and very few 
defenders have a lower failed exit rate than Josi. It’s an impressive feat 
given his volume. On entries, the difference between Josi and the field is 
even more apparent as he looks closer to an elite forward than a 
defender. He succeeds at entering the zone 60 percent of the time which 
ranks fourth in the league (behind three sheltered defenders who enter 
the zone three times less frequently) and earns an absurd 20.5 entries 
per 60. The next highest defender is Makar at 13.9, a difference of 6.6 
entries per 60. To put that into perspective, it’s equidistant to the 
difference between Makar and an average defenseman.  

Josi is a puck-carrying machine and his influence doesn’t stop there. In 
the offensive zone, he earns 22.7 shot contributions per 60, a mark 
bested by two other defenders: Samuel Girard and Evan Bouchard. Josi 
is the team’s entire scheme. 

The question is whether that’s a good thing. There’s a reason more 
defencemen aren’t relied upon so heavily to move the puck up ice and 
that most contending teams are driven by their forwards. It’s great to 
have a capable defender jump up into the play and be active in the 
offensive zone, but there are likely some diminishing returns as well. Josi 
is very good at what he does, but he probably shouldn’t be doing it as 
much as he does. 

With his primary partner gone, that might not happen this season, though 
his new partner Alex Carrier doesn’t look too shabby. The 24-year-old 
had some strong numbers in the AHL prior to getting a longer look last 
season (due to injuries) and he looks impressive in his 19-game stint. He 
was second to Josi in expected goals and did that under average usage 
next to Mattias Ekholm. This season we’ll see what he can do in a bigger 
role. 

The right side will feature plenty of competition for top four roles with a 
trio of young, promising players. Carrier has the inside track for now 
based on his play last season, but newcomer Philippe Myers (acquired in 
the Ellis deal) and former first-round pick Dante Fabbro will also get a 
shot. Fabbro was much improved after a trying rookie season, but I do 
wonder how much he’s being carried by one of Nashville’s stronger 
defenders. He’s a bit risky when moving the puck and is one of the 
team’s lesser defenders in terms of defending the blue line. Myers’s 
numbers are pretty middling across the board and the only major 
difference between a decent sophomore season last year’s wreck were 
uneven goals against numbers. One year he’s strong, one year he’s 
awful, but it’s probably all random. The model may be too heavily 
influenced by the lesser year last season and he may have more to give 
than shown here.  

Myers has solid experience in a second pairing role and that’s why he’s 
slated to skate next to Mattias Ekholm, a big partner upgrade from Travis 
Sanheim. Ekholm has always been a solid rearguard for the Predators, 
but last year it looked like he hit a new level for the team. That was very 
much true during the first half when Josi was struggling, but a weaker 
second half where he earned 48 percent of the expected goals flew 
under the radar. In the end, the difference between Ekholm’s 2021 
season and prior years was an inflated PDO that saw him on the ice for 
66 percent of the goals, but just half the expected goals. Ekholm’s on-ice 
shooting percentage went up to 10 percent while his on-ice save 
percentage was an absurd 94.9. Over the prior three years he was at 
eight percent and 91.9 percent respectively — expect a return to those 
numbers next season as one explanation his projected value isn’t higher. 
I’m not convinced he can be a true number one, but he’s an excellent 
number two. 

For the team to be better they’ll need that right side to be something. 
Nashville knows what it has in Josi and Ekholm, one of the best one-two 
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punches in hockey from the back-end, but on the other side is still a 
mystery. Carrier needs to build on what he showed last season, Myers 
and Fabbro need to take a step, and Ben Harpur needs to be fired into 
the sun for someone better. Nashville wins from the net out and an 
average defense group won’t be enough. 

That’s because the forward group that’s always an issue with this team 
looks even worse than usual. The absence of Arvidsson is a big one for a 
group low on talented shot creators, but the bigger issue is that even the 
team’s best forwards just aren’t what they once were. That leaves an 
ineffective lineup that once again lacks high-end talent. 

Filip Forsberg is the lone top line caliber player, and though his grip on 
that appears to be slipping, that likely has more to do with bad luck and a 
weak supporting cast than actual decline. Prior to last season, Forsberg 
had scored at least 2.2 points-per-60 at five-on-five in five of his six 
seasons, only failing to reach the mark back in 2015-16. Last year he 
was at just 1.62, the lowest mark of his career and while it’s fair to 
wonder whether that’s a decline, a 5.6 percent on-ice shooting 
percentage tells you everything you need to know. That will surely 
bounce back. 

What is troubling about Forsberg is that he isn’t the elite play-driver he 
used to be. At his peak, the Predators were nearly half an expected goal 
better with him on the ice relative to teammates, but that’s fallen to under 
0.1 over the past two seasons. His influence on shot attempts remains 
strong, it’s the quality aspect he’s struggled with. Tracked data shows 
Forsberg is below average at both creating high danger shots and 
passes now which could explain things. He’s a creative force at his best 
and he needs to get back to that level for Nashville to be competitive. 

He also needs help and a bounce-back season from Matt Duchene 
would be crucial towards achieving that. Nashville hoped they finally 
solved its number one center problem when it signed Duchene a few 
years ago, but he’s struggled to live up to that billing. Last year he had 
just 13 points in 34 games, a ghastly 31-point pace. But there are a lot of 
signs that his weak production was an aberration. There’s a low on-ice 
shooting percentage compared to his usual rate, a low individual points 
percentage, and an uncharacteristically low power play production where 
he scored zero goals in 79 minutes. At five-on-five he scored as many 
goals-per-60 as he did last season despite increasing his scoring chance 
rate from 0.65 expected goals per 60 to 0.81.  

Everything about Duchene’s season suggested he was doing his job, he 
just wasn’t getting credit for it. He remained one of the league’s best at 
entering the zone with a 71 percent carry-in rate, was excellent off the 
rush and had the highest shot contribution rate on the team. In fact, he 
was top 10 in that regard league-wide which likely helps explain his 52 
percent expected goals rate, one of the best marks on the team. 

One of the more peculiar things about the Duchene signing is how little 
the team has even tried to use him with Forsberg. The duo started off 
together in 2019-20 and had excellent underlying results, it just didn’t 
show up on the scoresheet. Eventually, that evened out and they earned 
57 percent of the goals together in 334 minutes, but they only played 92 
minutes together last season. Nashville would be wise to have its two 
best offensive creators together, and it seems that’s how the top line will 
start this season. 

Because Duchene has been switched to the wing, in between him and 
Forsberg is where issues lie. Despite throwing millions and millions at the 
position hoping for a fix, no team has worse top-six centers than the 
combo of Ryan Johansen and Mikael Granlund (until Jack Eichel gets 
traded away from Buffalo that is). Both project to be third line quality at a 
combined cap hit of $13 million. 

Ouch. 

Both forwards scored at an under 45-point pace last season despite 
ample opportunity with the team’s best wingers and plenty of ice-time, 
including a role on the top power play. Both players were on for 56 
percent of the goals last season, but that should come with some heavy 
skepticism considering both were out-chanced when on the ice. At least 

when Granlund wasn’t scoring in 2019-20 with Nashville you could point 
to his ability to drive play as a reason to be happy with his game. Not so 
last year, while the issue with Johansen is that he just isn’t producing 
enough to ignore his own two-way game waning. Many point to 
Johansen’s passing ability as a reason to appreciate his game, but it’s 
worth mentioning that he was last among Nashville forwards in high 
danger passing rate. He’s a perimeter player in every sense of the word. 

A lack of high-end centers makes life difficult for Nashville, but what else 
is new there. The team has new issues on top of that though with the 
lack of depth. In previous years the team at least had a strong collection 
of forwards, even if there wasn’t much to love at the very top. With 
Arvidsson traded and Calle Jarnkrok lost to expansion, the team’s depth 
looks extremely suspect. Eeli Tolvanen has plenty of potential with a 
great shot that was lethal on the power play. Tanner Jeannot played 15 
games last year, but made a name for himself as an exceptional 
forechecker en route to incredible on-ice numbers. The model likes both 
to an extent, but if they’re projected to be a team’s third and fourth most 
valuable players, that’s a problem. The rest of the group doesn’t move 
the needle much, though Nashville is betting former sixth overall pick 
Cody Glass shows a lot more with the Predators than he did with Vegas. 
He’s 22 and it’s helpful that one of his best comps is Evgeny Kuznetsov, 
but a large majority of his other comps didn’t amount to much. He’s been 
very timid with the puck so far in his young career. 

Nashville needs Glass to be part of the solution because the team is low 
on potential answers otherwise. The team is in transition and the best 
path forward is looking towards the future, but there’s also still enough 
here to have a chance of being competitive. The West isn’t filled with 
high-end teams and the Predators were a playoff team last year despite 
down seasons from a number of their best players. There’s a path for 
one final hurrah with this core group before moving towards a full rebuild, 
even if the end result is an early playoff exit at best. 

It’s tricky, and you sort of feel for a franchise that came so close in its 
prime, but couldn’t quite get it done. It’s difficult to let go of that and 
though last season’s disappointing first half almost forced their hand, it’s 
understandable that the organization held on some hope after a strong 
second half surge. The Predators weren’t exactly run out of the building 
by an elite Hurricanes team either. 

There’s a good team in here somewhere, but good teams are also 
consistent in ways Nashville isn’t and that makes it difficult to see the 
Predators making noise this season. They won’t go quietly into the night 
as we saw first-hand last season, but as pieces start getting moved and 
players start to age, it’ll be harder for the team to stay competitive. The 
Predators should be in the hunt this season, but they might be far 
enough away that they could be better served moving towards a rebuild. 

Last year, the team delayed the inevitable. They can’t do that forever and 
this season feels like the end. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: 22 of the most intriguing NHL names to 
watch this season 

 

By Sean McIndoe Sep 28, 2021 

 

Training camp is here, everyone is in the best shape of their lives, 
reporters are tweeting practice lines and you’re already sick of exhibition 
games. Real NHL hockey is almost back. Let’s build out our annual all-
intrigue team. 

We tried this last year, back when we were headed into a season unlike 
any other. This year should be closer to normal, with 82 games, the usual 
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divisions and mostly full buildings. In theory, that return to normalcy 
means we can shift the focus back onto the ice, and draw our intrigue 
from the league’s players and personalities rather than the circumstances 
they’re performing under. 

We’ll see if it works out that way. But for today, I’m going to lay out my 
roster of the most intriguing names I’m looking forward to watching as the 
season unfolds. There’s no firm criteria beyond that, and this isn’t meant 
to be a list of the biggest stars or the best players. It’s just 22 guys plus 
some honorable mentions, with a limit of one name per team, that I’m 
especially interested to keep an eye on this year, for various reasons. 

Some of these picks will be obvious while others might be surprises. As 
always, we’ll build from the net out. Goalies are easy to predict, right? 

Goaltenders 

Carter Hart, Flyers 

Now what? 

That’s the question with Hart, who went into last season looking like a 
guy who’d rack up an armful of Vezinas before he was done, and now 
isn’t a sure thing to even be an above-average starter. That’s what one 
bad year can do when you’re still only 23, an age where most goalies 
haven’t even established themselves as NHLers yet. The Flyers are still 
banking on Hart, and that’s surely the right call. But while one bad year 
can be a fluke, two can be a pattern, and everyone will be watching to 
see if the kid can get back to looking like the real deal for a team that 
expects to make the playoffs. (And with Martin Jones as the backup, 
there isn’t really a Plan B.) 

Robin Lehner, Golden Knights 

It’s hard not to like Lehner, if only because he’s one of the few NHL stars 
who’ll say what’s on his mind. He’s wanted to be an undisputed starter 
for years, and now he is. His track record says he’ll be more than good 
enough for the Knights to contend. But if he struggles, after the way the 
front office stuck a sword in Marc-Andre Fleury’s back, it’s going to raise 
all kinds of questions. 

Honorable mentions: There’s a lot of optimism for the future in Ottawa, 
but for this year the difference between staying in the playoff race and 
flirting with last place might come down to whether Matt Murray is really 
as bad as he looked for most of the last two years (and what that would 
mean for a franchise that doesn’t like to carry bad contracts). Meanwhile, 
Murray’s former team in Pittsburgh needs Tristan Jarry to bounce back 
after betting one of the few remaining seasons of the Crosby/Malkin era 
on standing pat in goal. 

Defense 

Seth Jones, Blackhawks 

Here’s the thing about the massive extension Jones signed in the 
summer: It hasn’t even kicked in yet. That won’t happen until next 
season, which means two things. First, Jones is still carrying a 
reasonably cap-friendly $5.4 million hit this year. And second, if he 
struggles in Chicago like he did last year in Columbus, Hawks fans will 
be fully justified in freaking out over that looming contract. That scenario 
feels possible. So does a return to Norris form. The Hawks have a huge 
chunk of their future hopes riding on the answer. 

Adam Fox, Rangers 

This is a weird thing to say about a Norris-winning player in a major 
media market, but I feel like what Fox did last year didn’t get enough 
attention. The Norris has traditionally been a bit of a lifetime achievement 
type of award, with players generally having to put up multiple elite 
seasons before they finally hear their name called. Fox won it in his 
second season, after not receiving a single vote in his first. He deserved 
it, but it was still a pretty stunning development, and it’s going to be 
fascinating to see where he goes from here. Is he the next Brian Leetch 
or the blue line version of Jim Carey? OK, probably not that second 
option, but let’s find out. 

Duncan Keith, Oilers 

The player I’m most intrigued by on Edmonton is obviously Connor 
McDavid, who might follow up last year’s 100 points in a shortened 
season with 150 in a full one. But I picked him last year and you all made 
fun of me for saying the best player in the league was interesting, so I’m 
looking elsewhere for my Oilers pick. That means we go with Keith, who 
comes over from the Hawks after a trade that earned Ken Holland some 
criticism. Keith isn’t going to win another Norris, but he can bail his GM 
out by bouncing back from a rough final year in Chicago. Of course, he 
could also look like a shell of himself, and leave us all wondering what 
else the Oilers could have done with $5.5 million in cap space. 

Ryan Suter, Stars 

I didn’t understand the buyout, which you may have picked up on if you 
caught the subtle signs hidden in this piece. I still don’t, because I think 
Suter is still a reasonably good player. Some Minnesota fans disagreed, 
though, and made sure to let me know. That’s fair enough, and I won’t 
pretend I’ve watched more Wild hockey than their own fans have. If 
they’re right about Suter’s decline, the Stars may be in trouble after 
making a four-year commitment. I’m not convinced, but let’s see. 

MacKenzie Weegar, Panthers 

If you listen to The Athletic Hockey Show, you may have heard me pick 
Weegar as a dark horse Norris candidate. That’s because he’s really 
good! I think. Look, I’ll admit I don’t really know, but lots of smart people 
keep telling me he’s good. This year, I’d like to pay more attention and 
find out for myself. 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Coyotes 

I’m still trying to figure out what happened to this guy in Philadelphia. As 
a rookie, he was Calder runner-up, and a few years later he finished in 
the top 10 in Norris voting at 25. And then … nothing. Or maybe more 
accurately, a whole lot of bad, as Gostisbehere went from burgeoning 
star to just a guy to something worse, and eventually to the waiver wire. 
Now he’s 28 — just three years removed from that Norris-caliber season 
— and trying to start over after the Flyers had to pay the Coyotes to take 
him off their hands. That’s not how the development curve is supposed to 
work. It’s possible that he’s just not good anymore and maybe was never 
as good as we thought. I’m guessing there are a few Flyers fans who’d 
go with that answer. But I kind of want to see what happens in Arizona, 
with a fresh start and lowered expectations. 

Honorable mentions: Canucks fans have heard more than enough about 
the Oliver Ekman-Larsson trade and the contract commitment that came 
with it, and will be looking for any sign that he can rediscover his game in 
Vancouver. Vince Dunn has been everyone’s trendy pick as an 
underrated star-in-waiting and it would seem that his time has arrived in 
Seattle. 

Forwards 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Hurricanes 

May as well start with the player who might be the most obvious pick on 
this entire roster. Kotkaniemi served up the offseason’s biggest (and 
strangest) drama by signing the offer sheet that Montreal chose to walk 
away from. Now, he’s got a new home and a $6.1 million price tag to live 
up to. Can he do it? Can he at least come close enough that the 
Hurricanes’ gamble pays off? We’re not sure, but given how it all played 
out and the lingering bad feelings that still seem apparent among the two 
fan bases and beyond, every game will feel like a referendum on which 
team made the right call. 

Cole Caufield, Canadiens 

Speaking of can’t-miss Montreal prospects, Caufield enters his first full 
season with a key role carved out in the Habs’ top six and (probably) 
unrealistic expectations. He’s the Calder favorite, and it may not be 
close. Time will tell if he ends the season as the league’s best rookie, but 
it’s hard to imagine that anyone will be any more fun to watch. 
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40 GOALS FOR @COLECAUFIELD   HTTPS://T.CO/GMI5RUGVQY 

— TREVOR ZEGRAS (@TZEGRAS11) SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 

Jack Eichel, Sabres 

Another obvious pick, and a unique one in that we’re almost certain that 
we won’t actually see Eichel play for the Sabres this year. But will he play 
at all? And if so, where? And is there any way for the Sabres to get fair 
value for a guy who was supposed to be the franchise? The NHL is a 
league woefully short on true blockbuster trades, and Eichel has the 
potential to be at the center of one. That may have to wait until he’s 
healthy, and at this point, we’re not sure when that will be, but he 
remains the most intriguing potential transaction even if he’s not on the 
ice. 

Quinton Byfield, Kings 

We didn’t see much of the 2020 No. 2 pick last year, as he appeared in 
just a handful of games for the Kings. He’s expected to have a much 
bigger role this year, and with Anze Kopitar and Phillip Danault handling 
the tough minutes, there’s an opportunity here to have an impact. Early 
camp reports have been positive, but it’s his play in the season that will 
tell the tale. Whether he lives up to the hype or struggles to produce, we’ll 
learn a lot about the Kings’ future. (Or, you know, they could trade him for 
Eichel.) 

Patrik Laine, Blue Jackets 

I’ll admit, I had a writeup all ready to go for Zach Werenski as the Blue 
Jackets pick, and I still think it will be fascinating to see how he looks as 
an undisputed No. 1 with a massive contract ready to kick in. But then I 
see quotes like this from Laine … 

… and yeah, I have to admit I want to see where this goes. Laine was a 
bust in Year 1 in Columbus, but maybe Brad Larsen can finally get it to 
all click. 

And speaking of Laine, we could absolutely double up on last year’s 
early-season blockbuster and make room for Pierre-Luc Dubois on this 
roster too. But I’ve got a different pick from the Jets … 

Mark Scheifele, Jets 

The last time we saw Scheifele in the regular season, he was putting the 
finishing touches on a top 10 scoring year, his fifth straight with at least a 
point per game. The last time we saw him in the playoffs, he was pulling 
off one of the more shocking heel turns in recent memory by delivering 
the reckless hit that may have helped cost the Jets their series against 
the Canadiens. Fair or not, one of those two memories will endure longer 
than the other. 

So where does he go from here? Does the suspension weigh on him at 
all? Can he convert it into a chip on his shoulder? Is this all just forced 
narrative mumbo jumbo? It’s possible and maybe even likely that the 
playoff stuff gets left in the past and we all just move on, but that 
probably depends on how his season goes. (After all, it’s not like his year 
was completely free of controversy even before the hit.) 

Mitch Marner, Maple Leafs 

Marner isn’t the Leafs player with the most on the line this year — that’s 
probably Morgan Rielly, who’s playing for a new contract and could be on 
the move, or maybe Josh Ho-Sang trying to resurrect his career. And 
Marner isn’t the one with the highest expectations, not when Auston 
Matthews is coming off a season where he was a Hart finalist. But it does 
feel like Marner has the widest range of outcomes, as a player who 
arrived in Toronto looking like a homegrown savior teeters on the edge of 
becoming the fan base’s scapegoat. Last year, he became the first Leafs 
player since Borje Salming to be named a first-team all-star, yet the 
season ended up feeling like a failure because of yet another playoff no-
show. Now, he’s poised for redemption. Or maybe he’s poised to become 
the poster child for an overpaid, underachieving team that will never live 
up to expectations. It’s starting to feel like it has to be one or the other. 

Jack Hughes, Devils 

I had Hughes on last year’s list, as he looked to rebound from a 
disappointing rookie campaign. I wanted to see if we’d get the big 
breakout or another lackluster season that would have people talking 
bust. Instead, his 2020-21 landed somewhere in the middle, with 
middling overall numbers but plenty of eye-test evidence that he was 
headed in the right direction. The bust talk is mostly gone, but we’re still 
waiting to see just how good he can be. Maybe this is the year we find 
out? 

Evgeny Kuznetsov, Capitals, and Vladimir Tarasenko, Blues 

We’ll group these two together since the overlap is undeniable. Both 
players are 29, both have multiple years left at cap hits north of $7 
million, both have had all-star caliber seasons and both have seen their 
production fall off in recent years. But more importantly, both were 
supposed to be traded over the offseason. The circumstances are a little 
different — Tarasenko has said he wants out while Kuznetsov seems to 
be more a case of a team getting tired of dealing with a player’s drama — 
but we’ve made it into camp with neither player being moved. So where 
does it go from here? Either player could boost their value with a strong 
start, but that might be easier said than done with trade talk hanging over 
them. We know that trades get tougher once the season starts, although 
we did see one big one early last year. In the meantime, we can watch 
both guys and frantically adjust their value based on every shift. 

Kirill Kaprizov, Wild 

No shock here, as we go with a guy who’s probably already established 
himself as the most interesting player in Wild history after just one partial 
season. He’s also one of the highest paid wingers in the game now, 
which will certainly add some pressure. Is he worth it? I’m thinking he is, 
and want to see him build on last year’s highlight reel. 

Jakub Vrana, Red Wings 

Steve Yzerman has mostly played it slow and steady as he rebuilds the 
Red Wings, but he made a big deal to add Vrana at last year’s deadline. 
The 25-year-old isn’t a prospect anymore, but he’s also no longer buried 
behind bigger name forwards like he was in Washington. That means 
more minutes but less help, and that can go either way. We’ll see, but 
Vrana has the talent to be one of this season’s biggest breakouts. 

Honorable mentions: Zach Parise is finally an Islander, one year after 
that deadline day trade fell apart, and it’s an interesting reclamation 
project on a player who seemed cooked in Minnesota but should be 
motivated to prove he still has something left in the tank. Tomas Hertl 
seemed to have one eye on the door this offseason, and enters the final 
year of his contract as potentially one of the league’s most interesting 
trade chips. He’s far from the biggest name on the roster, but Ross 
Colton is a really interesting story who’ll be stepping into centering the 
rebuilt Lightning third line, and we saw how important that unit could be 
last year. Charlie Coyle looks like he’ll be the guy who replaces David 
Krejci as the second-line center in Boston, and I want to see how that 
goes because I think Krejci was an underrated but crucial piece of what 
made the Bruins tick for so many years. 

Coach and GM 

Darryl Sutter, Flames 

Be honest, do you ever get reminded that Sutter is the coach in Calgary 
and get a little tingle of surprise all over again? Maybe that’s just me, but 
last year’s oddest coaching change sees Sutter enter his first full season 
with the Flames, and I have no idea how it’s going to go. Could he turn 
the team around, the way he did (under different circumstances) in L.A. 
almost a decade ago or even in Calgary for the first time way back in 
2004? I guess it’s possible. Could he be yesterday’s man, completely ill-
suited for the modern NHL? That also seems plausible. Is there a chance 
he’ll decide he liked life on the ranch more than dealing with this crew 
and walk away? Unlikely, but I won’t entirely rule it out. Will his news 
conference be amazing? Yes, that one we can be sure on. 
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Joe Sakic, Avalanche 

I could have picked any number of Avalanche players — Nathan 
MacKinnon is all sorts of fun, Darcy Kuemper is under a ton of pressure, 
Cale Makar may finish his ascent to “best defenseman in the world” 
status — but the guy I’m really watching is Sakic. He may be the best 
GM in the league, or at least the most well-respected, and the work he’s 
done rebuilding his team from their 2017 rock bottom has been fantastic. 
But for all the well-earned plaudits, the Avs haven’t had a deep run yet. 
With a very winnable Central, a solid prospect pipeline and a little bit of 
deadline cap space to work with, does Sakic stay patient or is this the 
year we finally see him go all-in? And if he chooses the former and the 
Avs go out in the second round again, does that change how his work is 
perceived? We talk about GMs being on the hot seat in terms of job 
security, and that’s certainly not the case in Colorado. But that doesn’t 
mean Sakic won’t be under all sorts of pressure as the season plays out. 

Honorable mentions: Dallas Eakins gets the unenviable job of coaching a 
team that isn’t expected to be very good and already seems to have 
hired his replacement. David Poile is a 71-year-old GM who’s never won 
a Cup and now seems to be embarking on a rebuild, and it’s going to be 
interesting to see how much patience he has for it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Morgan Rielly condemns Denyskin’s racist taunt: ‘There 
has to be action’ 

 

Luke Fox 

September 27, 2021, 12:44 PM 

 

TORONTO -- Add Morgan Rielly to the growing list of NHL players 
condemning the racist taunt made by Andrei Denyskin. 

During a stoppage in play Sunday, the Ukrainian Hockey League player 
shouted at Donbass defenceman Jalen Smereck, who is Black, and then 
mimed unpeeling a banana and eating it. 

Denyskin was ejected from the game. 

The clip went viral, and multiple NHL players denounced Denyskin’s 
actions. 

“Yeah, I saw it,” Toronto Maple Leafs alternate captain Morgan Rielly 
said Monday. “Obviously it was a horrible act. It was disgusting. I mean, 
there's no place for that in our sport, but especially just in our society. In 
terms of what should be done about it, I don't know. But I think there has 
to be action. And I think it's just a sign that there's more work to be done. 
I think it's very clear. And when stuff like that happens, it just is terrible.” 

Added Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell: “Of course, you don't want to 
see that anywhere.” 

The Maple Leafs players drove an initiative to wear “Black Lives Matter” 
T-shirts during their first media availability coming back from the 
pandemic pause in July 2020. 

“I think it's well established that none of those things are going to be 
tolerated and certainly wouldn't be tolerated by me or our organization 
whatsoever,” Leafs coach Shledon Keefe said. 

New IIHF president Luc Tardif called Denyskin’s racist actions “a direct 
assault on the ideals and values of our game” and announced the 
organization is committed to investigate the incident further. 

“There is no place for such a blatantly racist and unsportsmanlike gesture 
in our sport and in society,” Tardif said. “We will ensure that all necessary 

ethics violation investigations occur to ensure that this behaviour is 
sanctioned appropriately.” 

Tampa Bay Lightning forward Matheiu Joseph tweeted out the clip, 
writing: “Shouldn’t be [allowed] or given a chance to play hockey ever 
again. I am beyond disgusted. Hurts to watch. I cannot wait to hear the 
suspension.” 

Deniskin addressed the incident on Instagram, writing that he made “a 
gesture that someone can consider as an insult in race” after his 
emotions got the better of him. Deniskin added that he respects “all 
people regardless of race or nationality.” 

The severity of Denyskin’s punishment is still to be determined. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matthew Tkachuk hopes to return to top form for Flames 

 

Eric FrancisSeptember 27, 2021, 4:05 PM 

 

As much as he enjoyed the gig, Matthew Tkachuk insists his part-time 
summer stint as brother Brady’s agent is over. 

“I’m in training camp now -- my work is done there,” smiled the Flames 
winger, who made headlines league-wide with his recent comments on 
the 32 Thoughts podcast on his little bro’s contract stalemate with 
Ottawa. 

“I’m off the clock officially there. I’m focused on this up here and they 
worry about that over there.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Was he surprised his words caused such a stir? 

“I don’t get surprised by anything in Canada any more,” he chuckled. 

Nothing ever seems to surprise fans either, when it comes to the talented 
muckraker. 

However, his unpredictability disappeared early last season when the 
man known for his skill as much as his post-whistle engagement, went 
relatively silent, disappearing regularly from the scoresheet and the 
headlines. 

A post-game puck flip to the chest from Jake Muzzin prompted a nuclear 
reaction from Tkachuk followed by a relatively vanilla stretch from a man 
who is at his best when in the midst of, well, everything. 

Asked if he was making a conscious effort to stop stirring things up, the 
23-year-old shrugged. 

“You guys notice that stuff more than I do,” said the former 34-goal 
scorer, who had a late flurry of success to finish with 16 goals and 43 
points in 56 outings. 

“I don’t really make my living from post-whistle stuff. I’ve got to do way 
more than that to show myself as a player. So, I’m focused on that this 
year as well.” 

Sept. 27: The Eric Francis Show 

September 27 2021 

Did he see himself as being the same player last year? 

“I just don’t think I was at my best for enough time,” he clarified. 

“I thought there were bits and pieces I played the way I know how, but I 
was not as consistent. I know going into last year, that’s the one thing I 
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wanted to be better at was my consistency. I have to get back to that. 
Getting back to being an impact player every night. Last year I wasn’t.” 

Nor were many of his teammates, which explains the team’s fifth-place 
finish in the North Division and the need to change coaches mid-stream. 

“I think, quite frankly, if you asked all the guys that were here last year if 
they played up to their standard, if there’s anybody that said that they did 
they are probably lying,“ said Tkachuk, who has started camp on the left 
side of 200-foot stars Elias Lindholm and Blake Coleman. 

“As a team we were nowhere near where we needed to be, especially 
coming down the stretch in the second half when we had a chance. This 
is a really big year.” 

As someone whose game rises with the emotion of a game, few others 
will benefit more from the roar of the crowd than Tkachuk ... and he 
knows it. 

“Yes, definitely -- I think it will impact everybody’s game,” he said. 

“It sucked last year with no fans. Huge games last year without anybody 
in the crowd. It’s a different feel. It’s not the same at all. The energy we’ll 
get from these pre-season games is something we haven’t felt since 
March of 2020 -– that’s a long time ago. I definitely feed off that and am 
excited about that, home and away.” 

A restricted free agent next summer who could take his one-year 
qualifying offer of $9 million and walk into free agency, his questionable 
future in Calgary is one of the biggest things preventing him from being 
the obvious replacement for departed captain Mark Giordano. 

“I don’t think about that stuff too much -- that’s way out of mine and the 
rest of the players’ decision,” he said of the vacant captaincy. 

“It’s not like that changes you as a player or as a leader or the way you 
are on or off the ice. I’ve said since my rookie year that ever since I was 
five years old I’ve played the same way, and acted the same way, and I 
don’t think anything is going to change the way I’ve done things in the 
past. I just want to come in here this year and be really passionate and 
competitive. Last year wasn’t the year myself or anyone else wanted. So, 
a fresh start. I’m really excited to be here to change the last few years for 
this team.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Changing people's opinions isn’t a motivator. 

“We’re not here to change peoples’ minds on how we are as a team, or 
what they think of me, and I’m not trying to prove people wrong or 
anything,” he said. 

“I just want to go out there and be part of a great team this year and have 
a great end result.” 

PRE-SEASON FLOP 

The Flames' pre-season started in horrific fashion Sunday, with a 4-0 
drubbing at the hands of a much younger Edmonton Oilers lineup. The 
Flames were outshot an unheard-of 49-15. 

Other than the excitement of having fans in the Dome for the first time in 
18 months (roughly 8,500 showed up) there weren’t many positive 
developments. 

Coach Darryl Sutter said he wasn’t worried about the result, as he was 
just focused on individual performances. 

When asked about 20-year-old Jakob Pelletier, Sutter winced, pointing 
out only how young Pelletier is. 

He had better things to say about goalies Dan Vladar and Adam Werner, 
who split duties, stopping 21 and 24 shots respectively, while allowing 
two goals apiece. 

The six-foot-five Vladar was acquired from Boston for a third-round pick 
and is penciled in to play roughly 15-20 games as Jacob Markstrom’s 
backup. The 25-year-old, with just five NHL games to his credit, insists 
he isn’t looking that far ahead, and is simply concentrating on having a 
good camp. 

The Flames dressed two veteran forward lines, which included newbie 
Lance Pitlick, who left the game with a lower body injury. In the previous 
two prospects games, the Flames lost defenceman Johannes Kinnvall 
and forward Connor Zary to injuries. 

The Flames play Vancouver on Monday night, in Abbotsford, B.C. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers excited to take chance on former first-round LW 
Brendan Perlini 

 

Mark Spector 

September 27, 2021, 2:37 PM 

 

EDMONTON — On Monday, the NHL and Adidas announced a new line 
of jerseys made of “a minimum of 50 per cent recycled content.” 

Should Brendan Perlini earn one of those jerseys in Edmonton, his jersey 
will be filled with 100 per cent recycled content. 

A former first-round pick of the Arizona Coyotes, he’s a tasty project — 
big, strong, fast and skilled. As Oilers head coach Dave Tippett says, 
“He’s the kind of guy you take a chance on, because he’s got lots of 
talent, and size.” 

Perlini played well in Sunday’s 4-0 win at Calgary, with a goal and five 
shots on net in 15:52 of ice time. We’ve all seen the former first-rounder 
who flamed out — Zack Kassian, Ben Eager, Cody Hodgson — and the 
multiple efforts to rehabilitate the player in a new uniform. 

Perlini, who played his first NHL season in Arizona under Tippett in 2016-
17, is at Oilers camp on a two-way deal, vying for the left wing spot on 
Edmonton’s fourth line. It’s a far cry from being the 12th overall selection 
in ’14, a six-foot-three, 210-pound winger who piled up 75 goals in his 
final 158 junior games. 

“I haven’t played in the NHL for a year and a half or longer. That’s a long 
time,” said the 25-year-old, who was with the Detroit Red Wings when 
COVID-19 struck in March of 2020. Detroit didn’t make the bubble 
playoffs, and Perlini ended up with Ambri-Piotta of the Swiss League last 
season. 

“Anyone who knows me closely, my tight circle, knows that COVID — in 
March of ’20, when it first went down — that was the best thing for me to 
really sit back, take a look at things and evaluate where I was. Areas I 
needed to improve — on the ice, off the ice. The whole COVID period 
has been great for me to get my mind right,” Perlini said. “I’ve grown a lot 
as a person, as a player. I used that time to put into my body, my game, 
as well as figuring some stuff out of the ice. 

“I was just looking for opportunity, wherever that is.” 

So what was it that caused the NHL to move on from a first-rounder with 
great size and above average skating ability? 

Hockey sense, two separate scouts told us. In both ends, Perlini was not 
in the right places often enough. 
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Another scout said he was a bit miscast under then-Coyotes head coach 
Rick Tocchet in his second NHL season. Perlini was not physical enough 
to earn the ice time he needed to produce. In the wrong place at the 
wrong time for a skill guy. 

Now he’s in Edmonton fighting for a fourth-line job. But as hockey 
becomes a less physical game, perhaps it is moving towards where 
Perlini can meet a minimum physical standard, so to speak. 

“So, you’ve got to reinvent yourself here. What are ya?” the scout asked. 
“I’m going to be a checker, use my speed and skill, chip in some points. 
You don’t have to fight. Just take a check to make a play. Be around the 
action.” 

Like Kassian, Perlini is that physical specimen that hockey people can 
always find a tryout for. 

“He’s an interesting guy,” said Tippett. “There’s lots of talent there. He’s a 
big guy who skates well, and he’s looking to get his game, his career 
back on track. 

“I met with him this summer down in Arizona. He just wants an 
opportunity to get his career back on line. He’s motivated to come back 
and be an NHL player again.” 

Perlini will have to find the niche that players like him need to ferret out, if 
a first-round skill guy is going to reinvent himself as a fourth-liner, said 
Oilers centre Derek Ryan. 

“It’s really hard to be a Top 6 guy in this league,” Ryan observed. “Perlini 
probably has that skill, but … if you’re not a Top 6 guy — and there’s no 
room on our team for that — you have to find a way to make an impact in 
other ways. Not (being) flashy, but playing the game simply and effective, 
and not being a liability. 

“Whether it’s faceoffs, being really sound defensively, and at the same 
time having those grinding shifts as a depth player. It’s huge for our Top 
6 to have more energy and more (offensive) time. Instead of us getting 
ground down and then they start in the D zone.” 

Can a guy who made his way into the league on skill and scoring 
reinvent himself and rejuvenate his NHL career? Perlini thinks he can. 

“Am I one thing or another? I think I’m just a hockey player,” he said. “It’s 
not rocket science. It’s just playing a good, hard honest game. I’m a big 
guy, so use my body well. Use my speed to my advantage and hold 
pucks. It’s not anything too crazy.” 

Ryan has it right. If Perlini can figure out how to be a reliable fourth-line 
player, his skills may allow him to be part of that support scoring that the 
Oilers have lacked. 

“That’s exactly it,” he said. “When you’re surrounded by world class 
players, McDavid, Draisaitl, you’ve got to provide support. Do something 
a little bit different (than he’s done in the past). Just play good, solid 
hockey.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Roy returns to junior after impressive showing 
at training camp 

 

Eric Engels September 27, 2021, 3:34 PM 

 

MONTREAL — Jocelyn Thibault, gars de chez nous, knows more than a 
thing or two about playing for the Montreal Canadiens, and he has little 
reservation about proclaiming prospect Joshua Roy has what it takes to 
one day do it. 

A day after the 18-year-old was one of the first three cuts at Canadiens 
training camp, we caught up with Thibault, who’s part-owner and vice-
president of hockey operations of Roy’s QMJHL Sherbrooke Phoenix, 
and he said this kid has a lot more than just the right attitude. 

But the former Canadiens goaltender, who returned to his hometown in 
1995 via trade for his boyhood idol and arguably the most popular and 
best goaltender in Canadiens history (another Roy, this one named 
Patrick), believes Roy’s chances to prove the organization hit a home run 
in selecting him 150th overall in the 2021 NHL Draft start with what he 
has inside. 

“I’ve been around and gone through it, so I know,” Thibault said. “Among 
all the players drafted in Montreal who have a chance to actually make it 
in Montreal, I think Josh is one of them. His character is really, really 
high. He’s a really good kid, but he also has that F-U attitude where 
nothing bothers him. It’s unbelievable how nothing bothers him. 

“If you were playing in the gold medal game in the Olympics and decided 
to put him in the shootout, he’s got no heartbeat, he doesn’t feel stress at 
all. To play in Montreal, I think that’s a great asset to have.” 

It’s not the only one Roy possesses, which he proved in convincing 
fashion throughout rookie camp but also over the five days he was at 
main camp. 

As Thibault noted, the Saint-Georges-de-Beauce, Que., native has 
“hockey sense through the roof and offensive touch off the charts,” and 
that was on full display during Sunday’s Red and White scrimmage at the 
Bell Centre. 

Granted, Roy was cut after the game — he was going back to junior no 
matter what and the idea was to return him there fast and with a bit more 
experience under his belt — but he stood out, first on a great individual 
effort for a backhand goal and then sneaking his way to the back door for 
a goal Joel Armia set him up for. And now he’ll take that confidence with 
him to Sherbrooke, where Thibault says he’ll play in every key situation 
this season. 

The Phoenix acquired Roy from the Saint John Sea Dogs, who had 
selected him first overall in the QMJHL draft after he helped the triple-A 
Levis Chevaliers to 41-1 record by scoring 38 goals and finishing with 88 
points in 42 games. 

Roy then posted 16 goals and 44 points in his first season with the Sea 
Dogs and followed it up with nine goals and 17 points in his first 15 
games last year. 

But he wanted out of Saint John and that was music to Thibault’s ears. 

“I liked him in midget,” Thibault said. “I was the GM with Sherbrooke back 
then and I saw him play quite a bit. I was at the Canada Games in Red 
Deer, (Alta.) in 2019. Team Quebec won gold, and the best line in 
Canada that week was on their team — Justin Robidas at centre, Josh 
Roy and Olivier Nadeau, who plays in Shawinigan and has since been 
drafted by Buffalo. 

“I followed Josh a lot. We had two first-round picks that year. But they 
were eight and nine or 10 and 11, so they were too far to get Roy or 
Robidas or Nadeau. But I really liked Josh. Last year, in Sherbrooke, we 
heard that Josh was available and that things weren’t working out in 
Saint John, and we investigated. We had interest, as did (former 
Canadien) Stephane Robidas. And our scouts really liked him. So, it was 
the Joshua Roy Derby at trade deadline. We paid a lot for him, gave up a 
lot, but I really think he’s a special player.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Now Thibault, Robidas and the rest of the people running the Phoenix 
will work to help Roy show that more consistently. 

Roy hasn’t been able to do that to this point, which is why he slipped to 
the fifth round of the draft. 
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He’s since lost 20 pounds and gotten himself into proper shape, and 
Thibault says he’s driven to prove his doubters wrong. 

“There’s a paradox looking at Josh,” Thibault said. “He’s an unbelievable 
competitor. Like, even when he plays soccer with the boys in the hallway, 
he wants to win. He wants to win really, really bad at everything he does. 
But, on the other side, hockey has always been so easy for him — he’s 
put up points everywhere — and I think he’s realized over the last two 
years how there comes a point where just putting up numbers isn’t 
enough. 

“And Josh, even if put up a ton of points everywhere, even the scouts 
were saying, ‘You can’t play hockey in the NHL floating around.’ 
Everyone was wondering if this kid could add tools to his game and play 
200 feet to be involved every shift, and that’s why there were question 
marks about him. But, like I said, it’s kind of a paradox because he’s such 
a competitor. Some nights, you’d see him play and wonder, ‘Does this kid 
want to play tonight,’ but he really wants to play and really wants to score 
goals. 

“Part of it was conditioning. Everything came so easy to him, he never 
realized he had to work that hard to become a hockey player. To be 
pedal-down every day in practices and in games, he wasn’t doing it. But 
that other side where he wants to win and make a difference has brought 
him to a point of realizing it’s not going to come that easy anymore. 
That’s why he lost 20 pounds. And he just wants to be a hockey player 
and is on board with whatever we tell him to make him one. He sees it’s 
paying off, so it’s easy to work with him.” 

Thibault says Roy will have to do his part to be more impactful all over 
the ice, and that his involvement in every aspect of the game is a 
mandate this season — regardless of how much offence he’s producing 
— and he wrapped our conversation reiterating he’ll be a player to watch. 

We’ll be keeping a close eye on Roy’s progress from here. 

Cole Caufield to miss “about one week,” Edmundson, Niku and Gallagher 
in the mix 

Cole Caufield, who was one of a few Canadiens appearing halfway 
decent in their 4-1 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday, was a 
last-second scratch at Sunday’s scrimmage because he suffered an 
upper-body injury in warmup. 

“I gotta go see the training staff to know more,” said coach Dominique 
Ducharme on Monday, “but after last night they thought (he’ll miss) about 
one week.” 

“It was 100 per cent before warmup, but it’s probably nothing major,” 
Ducharme added in French. “We believe it’ll be a week, but, like I spoke 
about last week (regarding injured Canadiens Mike Hoffman and Carey 
Price), bringing him back too quick could have him risk re-injuring 
himself. We’re going to take our time to make sure he’ll be OK, so that’s 
why we’re waiting a week.” 

The Canadiens won’t have to wait much longer for defenceman Joel 
Edmundson, who’s been skating on his own since being listed as “day-to-
day” with an undisclosed injury he started camp with last week. 

Ducharme said Edmundson would join practice either Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

Defenceman Sami Niku, who signed with the Canadiens late last week, 
will also jump from the cast-off group of mostly AHL players he practised 
with on Monday to join one of the main ones on Tuesday. 

And Canadiens assistant captain Brendan Gallagher practised on 
Monday after missing the start of camp for “family reasons.” Ducharme 
said he’ll dress for one of two exhibition games the team is scheduled to 
play against the Ottawa Senators this coming weekend. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs' Campbell 'fired up' to move beyond emotional 2020-21 
ending 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated in two groups at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of 
tonight’s preseason game against the Canadiens in Montreal. 

Amazon Prime's 'All or Nothing: Toronto Maple Leafs' five-part 
docuseries, which documents the 2020-21 56-game season, will be 
released on Friday and one of the most memorable scenes features Jack 
Campbell, crying and inconsolable, after the Game 7 loss.  

"Everybody deals with emotions differently," the goalie said. "It was just 
devastating to think of letting the city down and [Jason Spezza] and 
Jumbo [Joe Thornton], you know, how bad we wanted to win for them. 
That motivates us and you'll see the work we've put in. We don't want to 
have that feeling again this season." 

Campbell plans to watch some of the Amazon series and is encouraging 
everyone else to tune in. He's not worried about people seeing him at a 
low moment.  

"Fans and not even hockey fans will appreciate the content because it's 
all authentic and our real emotions come out and, of course, there's 
vulnerability in it," the 29-year-old said. "Everybody knows how last 
season ended. It's never easy to deal with when you fall short of a goal, 
but I also think people will enjoy the show." 

Campbell begins a new season tonight in Montreal where he will start 
and play half the game against the Canadiens. Petr Mrazek will play the 
second half.  

"I'm fired up and ready to get back out there," Campbell said. "We're a 
highly motivated group and we want to stop talking about it and get out 
there and play some hockey."  

The Amazon docuseries that includes behind-the-scenes footage from 
the Maple Leafs prior season, including the disappointing end to their 
playoff run, has been getting a lot of buzz. According to Jack Campbell, 
the fans will enjoy the series as it shows the passion the team has for 
winning but also expects it to be emotional, especially with how the 
season ended. 

Several reporters got a sneak peek at the five Amazon episodes, which 
led to a flurry of questions at Monday's media availability.  

"I'm not going to entertain a lot of your questions on it, to be honest, 
because we're moving ahead with what's happening here," said head 
coach Sheldon Keefe.  

William Nylander was comfortable talking about the series and plans on 
watching it. What intrigues him? 

"Seeing what goes on in the locker room," he said. "Obviously, you're 
there, but it's fun to get another view of it."  

Nylander offered details about a trip to a car-racing track that he 
organized for teammates, which was featured in the series.  

"I don't know how good that was for us to be doing before the playoffs, 
but it was fun," Nylander said with a laugh. "It was nice to get your mind 
off the game and just do something else. We had been in the hotel 
rooms, [playing] video games and hockey for the last couple months 
before that so it was nice." 

Nylander pointed out it was a small track with lots of turns so the highest 
speed reached was around 160 kilometres per hour. The players didn't 
race, to be clear, but were simply following a lead driver and learning 
from him.  
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"I like cars," he said with a smile. "It's not a huge passion of mine, but it's 
fun to drive fast." 

Like most Maple Leafs fans, William Nylander says he will likely tune in 
to watch the team's docuseries as he is interested in seeing it from a 
fan's perspective. During the shooting, Nylander and some of his 
teammates were able to take a car on a track and said it was nice to be 
able to do something to get their mind off hockey. 

Campbell likes what he sees from Mitch Marner so far at training camp.  

"He's always highly motivated, but definitely has a burning desire to be 
the best and we're seeing it," Campbell observed. "He's looking like a 
force to be reckoned with."  

Marner finished fourth in league scoring last season, but didn't pick up a 
goal on the power play. This season, the Leafs are looking to try out a 
new approach on the man advantage and Marner has been moved from 
his usual office on the half-wall to the middle of the ice.  

"We feel like that's an under-utilized area by us," Keefe explained, "and 
getting the puck in Mitch's hands in that space, he has as good ability or 
better of anyone we have in terms of getting out of tight spaces and 
creating a play that you would otherwise think is not there. And, of 
course, it gives us the ability to have two shooters on the flanks." 

Marner has reviewed video of Tampa's Brayden Point, who excels in the 
bumper position.  

"In that spot you have a lot of options," Marner said. "I mean, you have a 
guy behind you in the one-tee spot, you have [Morgan Rielly], obviously, 
up top. Shooting-wise, you don't have to place it that much, it's just about 
getting it on net." 

Every time Marner has been on the ice at training camp, he has spent 
time with new assistant coach Spencer Carbery, who is overseeing the 
power play, working on firing quick shots from the slot.  

Mitch Marner will be occupying a new spot on the power play as he shifts 
to the middle. According to head coach Sheldon Keefe, it's an area that is 
under-utilized by his team and Marner's ability to create plays coupled 
with the opportunity to have two shooters on the flanks, will be good to try 
out. 

Ondrej Kase will make his Leafs pre-season debut tonight. 

"He is a very versatile guy," said Keefe. "I am anxious to watch him more. 
He has a really good skill-set offensively with his ability to make plays 
and finish plays. Also, he is tenacious on the puck. He can move up and 
down our lineup and play anywhere we feel we need him." 

Kase will start as the right winger on a line with fellow Czech native David 
Kampf and Nikita Gusev, who's at camp on a pro tryout. He will see time 
on the second power-play unit. Keefe also plans to give him some 
shorthanded time.  

"He hasn't had a great amount of time on the penalty kill in his career, but 
I am hoping to give him some looks there to see what it looks like. From 
a skill-set standpoint, in terms of how he skates, his anticipation, and his 
hunger on the puck — all of the things we want on our penalty kill — he 
seems to have those traits. He just doesn't have a great deal of 
experience. We are going to give him those opportunities." 

The biggest question mark with Kase is health. He only played three 
games last season.  

"He has to stay healthy and all of that — all signs are good here thus far 
— but I think he has a really good skill set," Keefe said. "Because he 
hasn't played, his injury history and such, there's not a lot of talk about 
him, but he is a very good and reliable player." 

Timothy Liljegren has only played 13 games with the Leafs since being 
picked in the first round at the 2017 draft.  

"It's going into my fifth year, I need to play good. I need to get things 
done," the right-shooting defenceman said. "I have some games in the 
NHL and I feel like I'm ready for the next step."  

The 22-year-old Swede is focused on being more secure with the puck 
and cutting down turnovers.  

"Last year was a tough year for me," Liljegren said, "especially being on 
the taxi squad for a period of time and then coming down with the Marlies 
and then up again, but I grew a lot as a person and learned I have to play 
good whenever I play and can't focus on other things."  

Josh Ho-Sang is still on cloud nine after making his pre-season debut 
with the Leafs on Saturday night.  

"It's pretty indescribable," the 25-year-old Toronto native said. "I was 
definitely overcome with emotion all day. I couldn't really sleep before the 
game, which sucked, but it's so nice to have something to look forward to 
like that. It wasn't quite the real deal, but it's nice to put that jersey on in 
front of those fans … I thoroughly enjoyed every moment."  

After the game, Ho-Sang posted a picture on Instagram of himself as a 
kid in a Leafs sweater with the caption, "Little Josh would be proud of big 
Josh." 

"My grandma sent that to me," Ho-Sang said. "It was really cool. She 
took that picture when I was a little guy and learning to play. It's really 
cool to see how your life can come full circle. The biggest thing I'm trying 
to say is I'm still having fun."   

What will the right winger remember most about his Leafs debut?  

"Right before I went out for warm-up, I took a look at my jersey and I just 
wanted to take a moment and try and be present. When I was younger 
and played in the NHL I kind of just let it pass. I don't think I respected it 
as much as I should've. I took a moment to respect what was about to go 
on and be proud of how far I've come and also where I want to go."  

Ho-Sang, a first round pick by the Islanders in 2014, is at Leafs camp on 
a pro tryout after spending last season in Sweden. 

'Overcome with emotion all day': Ho-Sang revels in Leafs debut 

Josh Ho-Sang admitted that he had trouble sleeping before his first 
preseason game with the Maple Leafs and expressed how much he 
enjoyed the whole day and how honoured and privileged he felt. 

Lines at Leafs morning skate:  

(Group travelling to Montreal) 

Ritchie-Brooks-Marner  

Gusev-Kampf-Kase 

Mikheyev-Semyonov-Simmonds  

Seney-Der-Arguchintsev-Anderson 

Douglas 

Rielly-Dermott 

Dahlstrom-Holl 

Rubins-Menell 

Kivihalme-Villenueve  

Campbell 

Mrazek 

Lines at Leafs practice:  

Bunting-Tavares-Ho-Sang 

Robertson-Kerfoot-Nylander  

Gogolev-Amadio-Spezza  
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Clune-Abramov-Gabriel  

Muzzin-Liljegren 

Sandin-Brodie 

Kral-Hollowell 

Duszak-Biega  

Hutchinson  

Kallgren 

Injured: Matthews (wrist), Engvall (hip), Woll (undisclosed), Scott (hip) 
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TSN.CA / Rule 59 enforcement could drive a scoring spike 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

Rather quietly, the National Hockey League released an interpretation 
statement on Rule 59 last week, indicating it will crack down on cross-
checking. 

The league intends to hold a tighter standard for the enforcement of the 
rule, and it’s a long time coming for most hockey fans. Playoff hockey in 
particular has become synonymous with rampant cross-checking, and 
the league has recognized it as an issue. 

While I appreciate the clarification (and the expected standard 
tightening), I do wonder about the ramifications for the upcoming season. 

The NHL has long abandoned the spirit of the rule book, recognizing 
literal interpretation would mean waves upon waves of power-play 
opportunities. But because the interpretation is loose and only a small 
percentage of infractions are actually called, it’s led the officiating 
standard down another path. That path: the goal of equivalent penalties 
per side. 

What’s interesting about the move against cross-checking is it may have 
a considerable impact on how we view the sport. 

Last year, we saw about 6.9 penalties called per game. When controlling 
for offsetting penalties and the like, that meant just under six power plays 
a game. Four penalties explain half of those opportunities: tripping, 
hooking, slashing, and holding, in that order. As for cross-checking? It’s 
rather rare, about four to five per cent of the penalty profile over a given 
season: 

A total of 0.3 cross-checking calls per game seems low. Here may be a 
more compelling way to articulate just how low that is: The league leader 
in cross-checking penalties taken last season was Colorado winger 
Mikko Rantanen with five. The league leader in cross-checking penalties 
drawn last season was Boston winger David Pastrnak with five. Even for 
those in the thick of it, calls were few and far between. 

So, what would a change in philosophy mean for next season? The way I 
see it, there are three possible outcomes: 

- The league tightens the officiating standard for the full season, and 
cross-checking calls increase for a period of time. 

- The league tightens the officiating standard for the full season, and 
cross-checking calls increase initially, then taper off as players become 
acclimated to the change. 

- The league doesn’t actually tighten the officiating standard. 

Unfortunately, the third bullet should be considered in the range of 
outcomes – it wasn’t 10 years ago that the league became momentarily 
serious about supplemental discipline, only to kowtow to concerns over 
how punitive suspensions were becoming. 

But let’s say the league does get after cross-checking. What do we see 
as possible outcomes? 

- Cross-checking resembles the penalty profile of something like tripping 
or hooking, where you see a call a game. 

- Cross-checking resembles the penalty profile of something like tripping 
or hooking, but other penalties are called less aggressively. 

- It is not lost on me that a change in the frequency of which cross-
checks are called would drive a corresponding increase in the number of 
power-play opportunities, increasing the amount of scoring league wide. 

If cross-checking starts to be called like tripping, consider the 
ramifications towards league scoring: 

This case assumes that teams are going to see one additional cross-
checking penalty call per-game (which, I would posit, is exceptionally 
conservative still relative to the number of observable cross-checks per 
game), and close to one full-length power-play opportunity to boot. What 
would that mean for scoring? About 187 additional goals for the league, 
or a 2.5 per cent increase in scoring when benchmarked against the 
2018-19 full season. 

There are a lot of other variables that come into play here. The league 
may be more draconian with the whistle than expected, which would 
drive more cross-checking calls and higher rates of scoring. The players 
may learn quickly where the new boundaries are for officiating teams, 
which may reduce the number of power-play opportunities called but may 
increase the ability for attackers to generate higher shot volumes from 
dangerous areas of the ice (e.g., the low slot). 

This will be one of the more interesting changes to follow heading into 
this season. If the NHL sticks to their guns on this, we should see a spike 
in scoring. If not because of the additional power plays, then because 
offences are going to have more room to operate at even strength. 
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TSN.CA / Marner on the move as Leafs alter power play 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — There was no saving the Maple Leafs’ miserable power 
play late last season, so it’s no surprise key changes are being made to 
the unit ahead of the upcoming season. 

Under the direction of new assistant coach Spencer Carbery, winger 
Mitch Marner has been moved from the middle to the flank of the Leafs' 
top power-play unit. Never mind that Marner has never played there 
before; it’s a change Toronto believes can work. And after the way the 
team crashed and burned on the power play from March onward last 
season, the Leafs are willing to get creative. 

“It's something we haven't tried,” coach Sheldon Keefe said on Monday 
of shifting Marner. “We feel like that's an area that's underutilized by us 
and getting the puck in Mitch's hands in that space, he's got as good an 
ability or better than anyone we have in terms of getting out of tight 
spaces and creating a play that you would otherwise think isn't there. And 
it gives us the ability to have two shooters on the flanks at the same 
time.” 
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The decision to slide Marner across ultimately fell to Carbery, who 
replaced fellow assistant Manny Malhotra as power play coach this 
season. Malhotra arrived with Toronto from Vancouver in September 
2020 to lead the club’s power play, but the results last season were 
increasingly abysmal. 

The Leafs started strong but deteriorated to finish their last 29 games 5-
for-73 (6.9 per cent) on the power play, second-worst in the NHL. 

Toronto can’t afford that outcome again. So, Keefe recruited Carbery, 
who was the American Hockey League’s reigning coach of the year with 
the Hershey Bears, to join the Leafs' ranks this summer.  

Keefe said it was “a tough conversation” with Malhotra when he assigned 
Carbery to the power play, but the shakeup was overdue.  

“[Carbery] is a fresh voice, and fresh eyes,” Keefe said. “Spencer's a 
great coach. He's got a good vision and a good plan and has that 
perspective as a head coach in terms of how things play out. [He's got] 
good ideas and it seems like a good fit for us given what we went through 
last season.” 

Marner knows all too well the pain of a sputtering power play. He 
averaged the second-most time per game (3:08) on Toronto’s power play 
last season, and collected the most points (14), but failed to score a 
single goal and fired only 27 shots. 

From his new address, Marner sees how that total can go up - and how 
he help more pucks go in. With Auston Matthews on injured reserve 
rehabbing a wrist injury, and John Tavares and William Nylander in a 
different group for training camp, Marner has been getting his power play 
reps with Morgan Rielly, Nick Ritchie (at the net front), Nikita Gusev or 
Ondrej Kase on the left side and Adam Brooks on the right.  

“You have a lot of options: You have a guy behind you in the [one-timer] 
spot, you have [Rielly] up top, and shooting-wise you don't really need to 
place it that much,” Marner said. “It’s just about getting it on net. With 
Ritchie or whoever is in front, it's usually a hard save for a goalie, so just 
getting it there and creating havoc is going to be my mindset.” 

At the same time, Marner will be an outlet for others.  

“You’re trying to help guys out if they're under pressure and trying to be a 
spot that we can relieve pressure from and make the easy plays,” Marner 
said. “I’ll also try to be an option [where] I can get into a space and I can 
get shots off quick and that shot doesn’t have to be [perfect], it’s just 
getting it in there.” 

Marner’s lack of experience in the middle hasn’t lessened his 
enthusiasm, and the 23-year-old is proving to be a quick study. Once 
Carbery told Marner of the adjustment, they immediately started scouting 
video of a player who both consider elite in the new role.  

“Brayden Point is a guy that does that really well,” Marner said. “That's 
what we talked about, [Carbery] just showed a lot of clips of [the Tampa 
Bay Lightning] and how they run off the middle and how [Point] gets 
open. I'm interested to try it tonight [in Montreal]. I'm always open to new 
things, so I’ll just try to get used to as quick as I can and try and make 
plays out of it.” 

Rielly has spent long enough patrolling the ice with Marner to know his 
teammate’s skill set can translate. And in the process, it could also give 
Marner an individual boost after last season’s struggles. 

“He's just so smart; he can play anywhere,” Rielly said. “I think he just 
wants to be productive, be helpful. He wants to be in the middle of the 
ice, he wants to get lots of puck touches and he's very good at that and 
he's going to get lots of action in there. He'll go wherever anybody tells 
him to go; he just wants to help the team.” 
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USA TODAY / Black hockey player subjected to racist taunt in Ukraine 
professional league 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

A Black American hockey player was subjected to a racist act in the 
Ukrainian Hockey League on Sunday.  

HC Kremenchuk forward Andrei Deniskin mimed the peeling and eating 
of a banana in the direction of Jalen Smereck, a former Arizona Coyotes 
prospect who plays for HC Donbass.  

Deniskin was ejected from the game and faces further discipline from the 
league, pending a league investigation. Deniskin apologized for his 
actions via social media, but the post has apparently since been deleted. 
According to ESPN, Deniskin wrote on Instagram that his actions were "a 
gesture that someone can consider as an insult in race." 

HC Donbass said the organization was "outraged" by Deniskin's 
behavior, adding "racism has no place in sports."  

Former NHL player JT Brown, who is Black and now an analyst for the 
Seattle Kraken, wrote a message of support to Smereck on Twitter.  

"Respect to (Jalen Smereck). The sport is better because of you," Brown 
wrote. "I’ve got your back, and I know a lot of other hockey fans do too."  

Replied Smereck: "I appreciate the support thank you so much."  

Smereck played 17 games for the Tuscon Roadrunners, Arizona's AHL 
affiliate, in 2020-21. He signed a three-year entry-level deal with the 
Coyotes in 2018. That year, he told the Arizona Republic about the 
teasing that followed his youth because he played hockey.  

"But I stuck with it my whole life," he said. "Just me playing hockey and 
missing those other sports for hockey was kind of weird to everyone. I 
kind of got teased, but I said, ‘Hey, at the end of the day this is gonna 
take me somewhere.’"  
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