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They’re going all the way! Top overreactions to the Hurricanes win over the Lightning  

By Justin Pelletier  

We love the preseason, simply because of what it means: It’s 
a fresh beginning, a new start to a new season and a chance 
to forget last year. For every team but Tampa Bay, the goal 
moving forward is to do better than the previous season. And 
even for them, I suppose, they can try to do what they did 
again, but do it better -- somehow.  

But the preseason is also a dangerous time to be an 
overzealous fan. Teams are often playing prospects, half-
lineups, backup keepers and most of them haven’t fully 
installed the systems yet that they’ll use in the regular 
season. Because of this, goals, assists, big plays and even 
lines and special teams combinations can be deceiving.  

With that in mind, here are what are sure to be some popular 
overreactions from Tuesday night’s Hurricanes preseason 3-
1 win over the Lightning (those aforementioned Cup champs 
who, incidentally, dressed exactly four players who played 
30-plus NHL games last season): 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi ... What a pickup! 

This may turn out to be true in the long run, despite his 
astronomical cap hit this season. When the Canes submitted 
an offer sheet for the former Montreal Canadiens forward, 
they had to make it one that would force the Habs’ hand. And 
did it ever.  

He said all the right things along the way, all the while hinting 
that perhaps the Canadiens didn’t give him a chance to 
develop like he felt they should have. He believed that so 
much, he said it twice. 

Tuesday, in his first appearance for the Canes, Kotkaniemi 
wasted little time making his presence known, converting a 
one-timer on a slick feed from Vincent Trocheck on the first 
power play of the game to give the home team a 1-0 
advantage. He looked good. He looked fast. He was aware. 
And he was in the right place at the right time.  

He added a second point -- an assist late in the first frame -- 
on the power play, helping set up Teuvo Teravainen for his 
first goal of the preseason. Kotkaniemi was playing the point 
alongside Tony DeAngelo on what was the top power play 
unit of the night for the Canes.  

But, let’s slow down here. The young man they call “KK” had 
just 20 points in 52 games a year ago. His top NHL output is 
34 points in 79 games as an 18-year-old rookie in 2018-19. 
He also took a penalty late in the first period, a hooking 
penalty of the lazy variety. 

Look, could he ultimately be a great player? Scouts thought 
so. He was drafted No. 3 overall for a reason. Is he already a 
great player? I mean, he’s in the NHL, so he’s already in the 
top 1 percent. But don’t expect his output Tuesday night to 
be an everyday occurrence in the regular season. 

This power play is unstoppable! 

Piggybacking on the previous item, trying to gauge anything 
about the Canes regular-season power play from Game 1 of 
the preseason would be ill-advised. Without Sebastian Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Martin Necas and more than half of the 
team’s NHL-ready defensive group, trying to discern 
anything from this power play is futile. 

That said, the power play as assembled Tuesday played 
well, and will likely help coach Rod Brind’Amour in deciding 
how to put things together down the road. Kotkaniemi, 
Trocheck and Teravainen looked good out there together, 
and it appears as though DeAngelo will get a chance to run 
things on at least one of the power play units this season. 

But unstoppable? Let’s consider the opponent here, also: 
Mikhail Sergachev, Jan Rutta, Ross Colton and Mathieu 
Joseph were the only four players skating for the Lightning 
who skated 30 or more games in the NHL last season. Even 
assuming all of the team’s NHL-ready players were on the 
PK (they weren’t), they’re hardly preeminent penalty killers. 
It’s good that the power play looked good, but it’s not 
necessarily a harbinger of things to come.  

Frederik Andersen is going to win the Vezina! 

In most fantasy hockey circles, Andersen is slotting in among 
the Top 10 goalies taken. He’s been a steady performer for a 
Leafs team with higher expectations than they’ve had results 
the past five years. Andersen has been solid if not 
spectacular, posting 30 wins three times. 

It was obvious last year that he and the Leafs were no longer 
a fit, which led him to sign with the team that originally 
drafted him (and never signed him).  

He was sharp, Tuesday, for sure. He made 35 saves on 36 
opportunities, including a pair of great stops in the first period 
on a Tampa power play, and a stellar glove snag midway 
through the second on a defensive lapse in front.  

His lateral movement was good. His puck awareness was on 
point, and he appeared to communicate well with his group 
of defensemen, despite never have played in a game 
situation alongside any of them. 

But let’s pump the brakes on anointing him. Let’s not forget 
that, while he’s apparently the No. 1 here, he’s sharing the 
crease with Antti Raanta, a former top prospect in his own 
right and at the very least a solid backup. And Brind’Amour 
likes to play the hot goalie, and also rotate his keepers to 
keep them fresh. Not a bad strategy, but a tough recipe for 
any goalies with Vezina aspirations.  

And, also, let’s consider the quality of the shots Andersen 
faced Tuesday. 
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The kids look great, and they’ll make the final roster! 

Jamieson Rees was not out of place. Jack Drury probably 
deserves a roster spot. Stefan Noesen held his own. (Seth 
Jarvis is still nursing an injury.) The Canes could probably 
build a roster that could compete with the bottom half of 
some NHL rosters.  

But none of those players have a realistic shot at the roster, 
unless they seriously outshine some of the veterans, and 
there’s not much anyone can do about it unless the Canes 
are willing to part with some veterans, or those veterans are 
willing to take an assignment to AHL Chicago. Of the Canes’ 
13 rostered NHL forwards at the moment, 11 are on one-way 
deals, meaning they’d have to clear waivers if they were sent 

down. One of those other two, though, is Matrin Necas, and 
we know he’s not going anywhere.  

That means any of the “kids” who are dreaming of making 
the roster will have to outshine not only all of the other 
rookies, but also at least one or two established NHL 
players. That’s the downside to having a deep and NHL-
tested roster. Could any of those mentioned here do it? Sure. 
But it’s not nearly as easy as it would have been had the 
team not signed Jordan Martinook. Or Derek Stepan. Or 
Josh Leivo. 

The future is bright for the Canes, but the future isn’t now. 
Yet.

 

Jack Drury’s long odds get shorter after a goal in his Hurricanes preseason debut  

By Luke DeCock  

Jack Drury called for the puck with a lift of his stick in the 
slot, then cut behind a Stefan Noesen screen to the net. By 
the time he got there, the pass from Jamieson Rees at the 
right circle was there waiting for him. 

As goals in preseason debuts go, they don’t get much 
prettier than that. It’s very early yet in Drury’s quest to make 
the Carolina Hurricanes’ roster, but it’s off to a good start. 

“It takes a little load off your shoulders,” Drury said. “You can 
loosen up a bit out there, so that felt nice. But we know we’ve 
got to get right back to work tomorrow and start getting ready 
for the rest of the week.” 

For a player like Drury, a second-round pick in 2019 with 
famous NHL bloodlines -- father Ted, uncle Chris -- every 
shift matters, especially in Tuesday’s preseason opener 
against a weak Tampa Bay Lightning lineup.  

Just as the Hurricanes’ power play is expected to dominate, 
and did, and a legitimate NHL starter like Frederik Andersen 
is expected to be near-flawless, and was, a prospect like 
Drury is expected to make the most of these circumstances. 
And did. 

“Any of the guys that want to make the team have to make 
their mark,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
3-1 win. “I don’t want to say they have to do more than other 
guys, but they do. They have to stand out.” 

The power-play goals by Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Teuvo 
Teravainen were prettier, as should be expected from an 
NHL power play against a Lightning lineup very light on 
talent, but Drury’s goal had far more significant implications. 

Kotkaniemi and Teravainen have nothing to prove. Drury has 
everything to prove. 

Coming off a successful if unorthodox season in the Swedish 
pro league after leaving Harvard mid-pandemic, Drury 
returned to North America with his sights set on an NHL job, 
and at one point in the offseason it looked like he might land 
one by default. 

With the skill to play on the third line and the two-way game 
to contribute on the fourth, the hockey sense to play center 
and the versatility to move out to the wing, Drury had the 
potential to fill just about any void left on the Hurricanes’ 
roster. 

And then over the space of two months, just about 
everything that could get in his way got in his way. 

Jordan Martinook re-signed when it looked at one point like 
he might go elsewhere. The Hurricanes signed Josh Leivo to 
replace the departed Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele, 
then added veteran center Derek Stepan, nominally a fourth-
line center but with the ability to jump up the lineup. 

And the one spot at forward that was still there for Drury or 
Seth Jarvis to potentially claim was filled in perhaps the most 
unexpected way possible, by the August offer sheet for 
Montreal’s Jesperi Kotkaniemi. When the Canadiens 
declined to match, there was suddenly a long list of big 
names in line ahead of Drury. 

“I’m just trying to take it day by day and stick to my process 
and what I can control,” Drury said. “It’s a stressful 
environment for everyone but as a pro athlete it’s something 
you have to be able to handle. It’s a fun challenge.” 

Not that a rookie would ever take a preseason game for 
granted, but the stakes couldn’t have been higher for Drury 
on Tuesday night with basically one job available as the 
extra forward, basically Drury or Stephen Lorentz with Jarvis 
likely headed back to junior until there’s a spot available 
higher up the lineup. 

It’ll be telling if the Hurricanes decide to get a look at Drury 
on the wing with NHL players later in the preseason; for now, 
Brind’Amour said they’re content playing him at center and 
confident he can slide outside if needed.  

That’s all on paper at the moment. The real decisions will be 
made on the ice. Shift by shift. Game by game. Goal by goal. 
After a summer when the NHL seemed to get farther away, 
Drury pulled it closer again Tuesday night.
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Hurricanes defender Tony DeAngelo makes his preseason debut. Can he really turn it 
around?  

By Chip Alexander  

It was just a preseason exhibition game for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, but for defenseman Tony DeAngelo it was much 
more. 

DeAngelo played only six games for the New York Rangers 
last season, and his time with the Rangers did not end well. 
His free-agent signing by the Hurricanes was not met well by 
many Canes fans because of the past controversy he has 
caused. 

DeAngelo, 25, promised he had learned from his mistakes 
when he signed a one-year, $1 million contract in late July. 
He promised to play hard and keep his focus on the team, on 
winning, and keep his emotions in check. 

“I think once the fans get to see me play and see me around 
the community I think they’re going to take a liking to me,” 
DeAngelo said after the signing in July.  

The fans’ first look came Tuesday at PNC Arena as the 
Canes got in their first preseason game, beating the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, 3-1. 

“Camp’s been going good, getting back in shape,” DeAngelo 
said Tuesday morning after a pregame skate. “It’s good to 
knock a little rust off and get a few live game touches rather 
than all kinds of control stuff. 

“I’m just going to play my game and not do anything too 
crazy and get back in the swing of things. ... I’m just trying to 
get my touch back, my confidence and my repetition back. 
Play well and play smart.” 

He got a good start Tuesday, on the ice at least. DeAngelo 
helped quarterback the power play, earned an assist on the 
Canes’ second goal and was in charge on the blue line 
during his 19:25 of ice time. He played alongside Ian Cole, 
got some time on both the power play and penalty kill, and 
seemed to have good chemistry with his teammates. 

Where does he ultimately fit? 

In DeAngelo’s case, control is a key. He can help the Canes 
offensively, at even strength and especially on the power 
play, helping offset the departure of defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton. He can be a very effective player and has been 
used to quarterback the Canes’ first power-play unit in camp. 

But DeAngelo has been a temperamental player in the past. 
He was suspended by the Ontario Hockey League in junior 
hockey for violating the league’s harrassment, abuse and 
diversity policy. He has been overly active at times on social 
media, garnering more negative attention. He had an 
“altercation” with a Rangers teammate last year that resulted 
in New York buying him out and sending him on his way after 
six games. 

The Canes decided to take a chance on a right-shot D-man 
who had 53 points in 2019-20, and Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour has liked what he has seen of DeAngelo in 
training camp. 

“He’s one of those guys who has to learn how we play,” 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning. “He’s got the skill set. 
It’s just getting to that game we expect. I think there’s a big 
learning curve for all the new guys but he’s been good. He’s 
been great, actually.  

“We’ll see. The games will tell where we’re all at and where 
they are at.” 

DeAngelo wasn’t the only new face on the roster Tuesday. 
The Canes also had forwards Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Derek 
Stepan and Josh Leivo playing, along with defensemen Cole 
and Eric Gelinas. Goalie Frederik Andersen, once a Carolina 
draft pick, was in net for his first game with the Hurricanes. 

Brind’Amour has had DeAngelo paired with Cole, twice a 
Stanley Cup winner, in camp and likely will do it once the 
regular season begins Oct. 14. While not a babysitter for 
DeAngelo, Cole does have that calm, veteran presence on 
the back end and is defensively sound. 

“He’s an offensive guy, so if I can do my job and play as 
quick and get pucks in transition, hopefully that will give him 
the opportunity to jump up and create and do what he does,” 
Cole said.  

DeAngelo played at times with veteran defenseman Marc 
Staal with the Rangers. Being paired with Cole, he said, 
could be much the same. 

DeAngelo can score goals. He can be a playmaker on the 
back end. The ability is there.  

But will there be another emotional blowup, another 
DeAngelo problem? Only time will tell.
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Jack Drury, Jamieson Rees make their cases for roster consideration in first Canes 
preseason game 

By Sara Civian 

I’ll be saying this until I die or retire, whichever comes first, 
but I feel the need to say it at the beginning of every 
preseason article every year, just in case. Deep preseason 
evaluations of bona fide NHL players are largely pointless. 
The preseason is for shaking off the rust, getting a feel for 
how new players fit in the so-called systems and for genuine 
evaluation of bubble players. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is clearly on the same 
page. When I asked him after Tuesday’s 3-1 win against the 
Lightning if anything stood out about the game, he joked that 
he was just happy it was over and hopefully no one got hurt. 

The point is, this isn’t about the score or someone like Teuvo 
Teravainen scoring a power-play goal (no offense, Turbo). 
There aren’t many immediate, tangible takeaways about the 
more familiar faces or who should definitely stay on a line 
next to whom when you’re facing another team’s AHL roster. 
But there is plenty of value to be found elsewhere in these 
four exhibition games. 

“You’re looking at a lot of stuff, mostly some new faces, just 
trying to get a feel for them,” Brind’Amour said Monday. 
“Obviously team play, trying to get them on the same. Get 
everybody up to speed and get a good feel for the group. … 
There’s a lot of new guys playing, and it’s two-sided. For me, 
getting to know them, for them more reps they can get in 
games with us, then we’ll have more teaching clips from the 
game. … We gotta know what we have, and I think these 
first couple games it’s easier to throw in a couple guys who 
might not be here this year, or certainly to start the season. 
But we’ve gotta give them a chance. Let’s see them play.” 

Tuesday brought exactly that — tons of looks at bubble 
players who have existent (albeit slim) chance at cracking 
the roster out of camp. 

So first, of course, let’s start with the lines: 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi—Vincent Trocheck—Teuvo Teravainen 
Steven Lorentz—Derek Stepan—Josh Leivo 
Jamieson Rees—Jack Drury—Stefan Noesen 
Sam Miletic—Ryan Suzuki—Dominik Bokk 

Ian Cole—Tony DeAngelo 
Max Lajoie—Joey Keane 
Eric Gelinas—Jesper Sellgren 
Frederik Andersen 

One power play “unit”: Suzuki (1:49 five-on-four time on ice), 
Keane (2:04 five-on-four TOI), Rees, Stepan (1:49 five-on-
four TOI), Leivo (2:04 five-on-four TOI) 

The other power play “unit”: Kotkaniemi (1:04 five-on-four 
TOI), Teravainen (1:04 five-on-four TOI), Trocheck (1:04 

five-on-four TOI), DeAngelo (:49 five-on-four TOI), Noesen 
(:49 five-on-four TOI) 

Penalty killers, in order of TOI: Cole, Lajoie, DeAngelo, 
Lorentz, Drury, Noesen, Stepan, Suzuki, Gelinas, Miletic, 
Sellgren, Keane, Trocheck, Teravainen (:07) 

It’s also worth noting that Keane and Lajoie led all skaters in 
total time on ice. 

Brind’Amour did what he set out to do Tuesday in giving 
some of the fringe guys an opportunity. What did they 
actually show us? 

Drury (one goal), in particular, showed us he is super 
conditioned, can hold his own on the faceoff dot (nine wins, 
no losses) and isn’t afraid to go to the net or into the 
trenches. All of this bodes well for a shot at the few potential 
depth openings on the NHL roster. 

“I think just quickness (is what he needs to elevate to the 
NHL level), kind of those first three steps,” Drury said. “You 
watch the top guys in the NHL and they create so much 
space off those first three steps. That’s something I’ve been 
working on a lot. I was lucky to come a couple weeks early 
and work with the strength coach, Billy (Burniston). I think 
he’s helped me out a lot with that.” 

Well, the Billy B experience would explain the conditioning, 
and apparently it wasn’t weird to say. 

Drury’s linemate Rees might have played himself into the 
dark-horse conversation as well. 

“Any of the guys that want to make the team have to make 
their mark,” Brind’Amour said. “They’ve got to really, I don’t 
want to say do more than the other guys, but they do. 
They’ve got to stand out. They can’t just be average, so 
Rees, Drury, all the young guys, they’ve got to make 
something happen. They’re doing that. So at the end of the 
day, when we’re all done here in a few games, they’ve got to 
make it tough. You’ve got to make it tough on us to make the 
right decision, so that’s what they’re doing right now.” 

Rees ended the night with that spectacular assist on Drury’s 
goal, a high-danger chance of his own and three shots. Most 
important, he showcased the physical element of his game 
and the battles along the boards he’s touted for. That stuff 
means more than arbitrary points in a meaningless game, 
especially for someone vying for a bottom-six role. 

“Of course you love it. That’s the way he has to play,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We want all our guys to play that way, but 
a young kid trying to make his mark, if you want to stand out, 
that’s how you have to do it. He played hard, made some 
plays, made some mistakes, but all of it was from being 
aggressive, so I thought he was good.” 
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Loose pucks 

• There’s been much ado about the new guys figuring out the 
systems. I’d say Kotkaniemi, with his two power-play points 
(one goal, one secondary assist), is well on his way. 

• I’m not fully sold on Leivo yet, but sign me up for Stepan 
and Lorentz continuing to be linemates. Lorentz looked pretty 
solid out there and smarter than I remember him being. 
Stepan looks like a total vet, bucketless warm-up and all. 

• You’ll notice DeAngelo got more penalty-kill time (2:28) 
than power-play time (49 seconds). We’ll remember that 
Brind’Amour is mostly trying to see what, exactly, he has in 
the new faces, and he already knows what DeAngelo looks 

like on the power play. But the Canes operate on a “no 
passengers” mentality, and that means most of the 
“offensive-minded” players are to log significant minutes on 
the penalty kill — especially defensemen. For whatever it’s 
worth, DeAngelo had an assist on the power play and a near 
short-handed assist on the penalty kill. His zone entries live 
up to the hype. 

• Cole looks like the same Cole he’s always been, and this 
team could really use that person. 

• Looks like Teravainen will be just fine despite his disdain 
for practice.

 

 

 

 

Gold: Preseason musings from the 5th floor 

By Adam Gold 

The Carolina Hurricanes opened up the 4-game preseason 
schedule with a 3-1 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning 
Tuesday night at PNC Arena. Using only a smattering of 
NHL regulars, the Hurricanes scored a pair of 1st period 
power play goals en route to the win with new faces dotting 
the score sheet. 

Three of the most-discussed newcomers were among the 
bright spots as Jesperi Kotkaniemi registered a goal and an 
assist in his first game in a Hurricanes sweater. He took a 
feed from Vincent Trocheck from behind the goal and potted 
a power play goal 9:07 into the first period. Then picked up 
the secondary assist on Teuvo Teravainen’s extra attacker 
marker with just under three minutes left in the frame. 

On that play, it was defenseman Tony DeAngelo who swiftly 
moved the puck from the point to Teravainen at the right face 
off dot as Turbo snapped it past Maxime Legace for a 2-0 
lead. 

Freddie Andersen made 35 saves for the Hurricanes in net, 
none bigger than when he stopped Tampa’s Simon Ryfors 
early in the 1st period on Tampa’s first power play. 

Someone remarked to me on Twitter how Andersen 
appeared to be slow when compared to the goalies Carolina 
has had in the past, namely Petr Mrazek. Well, that’s by 
design. 

Andersen, in his 9th year and on his 3rd team, doesn’t stray 
all that much from his net. Certainly not like Mrazek or Alex 
Nedeljkovic. The beauty in Andersen’s game, other than 6’4”, 
235 lbs, is in his economy of movement. And, he was 
excellent tonight. 

The scorers… 

Kotkaniemi and Teravainen each had a goal and an assist. 
Rookie center Jack Drury had a goal. DeAngelo, Trocheck, 
Stefan Noesen and Jamison Rees all had assists on the 
night. 

Three stars... 

The line of Jack Drury, Jamison Rees and Stefan Noesen. 
They combined on the goal -- and play -- of the night for the 
Hurricanes. After a turnover near center ice, Rees skated the 
puck into the offensive zone with speed, pulled up and 
waited for Drury and Noesen to flash down the middle. With 
Noesen driving the middle lane, Drury was wide open on the 
back door and Rees fired a pass right on Jack’s tape for a 3-
0 lead. 

After the game there were questions about Drury and/or 
Rees making the team. In all honesty, the likelihood of that is 
slim, but both players play an NHL game, albeit different 
styles. I wouldn’t be shocked at all if that trio stood out for the 
Chicago Wolves in the American Hockey League with all just 
a phone call away from Raleigh. 

The first period of Vinny and the Fins. Teuvo Teravainen 
hates training camp. He doesn’t much care for practice 
either. But, put 60 minutes on the clock in 20-minute 
increments and Turbo is all charged up. Well, as much as 
he’s going to be charged up.  That line created several 
scoring chances at 5-on-5 in the first period.  And, it was 
basically that line plus Noesen and Tony DeAngelo that 
comprised the top power play unit. One that proved to be the 
greatest in preseason hockey history. 

Only criticism is that this line seemed satisfied that their work 
was done after 20 minutes -- which, for the record, I 
completely understand. See below for an explanation. 
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As an aside, I thought DeAngelo was pretty good tonight in 
the defensive zone. He’s not going to make people think he’s 
the next Jaccob Slavin, but he made some good plays on the 
puck, played the body well in transition and didn’t get out of 
position to the point where someone had to cover for him. 

Then, when the opportunities were there, he showed how 
skilled he was as an offensive player. He is a very good 
skater and was able to create room and passing lanes at the 
point. His pass to Teravainen for the 2nd power play goal 
was a simple one, but it was right in the wheelhouse and 
Turbo wasted no time in making it 2-0. 

No one got hurt...  

Do I have to go any further? Derek Stepan did come up with 
some sort of a charlie horse or something thanks to an open 
ice collision, but he didn’t miss a shift and he played an 
effective game throughout. 

Here’s a stat… 

Carolina won 48 face offs in 67 tries tonight. That’s a 
success rate of 72%. Now, Tampa hardly brought anything 
that represented an NHL line up, but neither did the Canes, 
really. Trocheck went 13-5, Stepan 12-6 and Drury 10-5 on 
the dot for the night. 

See you Friday for Carolina’s second preseason grudge 
match with the Bolts in Tampa.
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Recap: Kotkaniemi, Canes Win Preseason Opener 

Organization's off-season offer sheet acquisition tallied two 
points on the team's three goals 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes opened their 2021 
preseason slate with a 3-1 defeat of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning Tuesday night, highlighted by a goal and an assist 
from newcomer Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Brought aboard in the first successful offer sheet that the 
hockey world has seen since 2007, #82 wasted little time 
making his presence felt by fans at PNC Arena. On the 
team's first power play opportunity of the evening, 
Kotkaniemi deposited a slick feed from down low courtesy of 
Vincent Trocheck. 

The same unit struck on their second power play chance as 
well, this time Kotkaniemi and fellow fresh face Tony 
DeAngelo setting up Teuvo Teravainen for a laser from the 
glove-side circle to put the team ahead 2-0. Coming with just 
under three minutes to go in the first period, there was an 
early sense of excitement coming from Kotkaniemi's debut. 

"It was a lot of fun out there," Kotkaniemi shared when 
addressing the media post-game for the first time as a 
member of the club. "We have a lot of great guys in the 
room, so it was a blast. But the first game is only the first 
game." 

The two special teams tallies in the first alone would've been 
enough to secure a victory, however the teams traded goals 
in the opening four minutes of the second period to bring the 
game to its eventual 3-1 final.  

Jack Drury, who was playing his first game of any kind at the 
NHL level, made the lead a trio for the 'Canes, but the lone 
blemish on Frederik Andersen's night came just 65 seconds 
later when Alex Barre-Boulet shook loose in the slot. 

PLUS/MINUS: 

Plus: Frederik Andersen 

There may not have been numerous highlight reel saves 
from the man known as "Freddie" during his first outing in a 
Canes sweater, but he was solid and reliable throughout, 
stopping 36 of 37 over the course of the evening's action. 

"He looked pretty good. Was the plan to have him play all 
60? Yeah, I think," Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"Going into this we were going to give him two starts [out of 
the four preseason contests] and a 'we'll see how it goes sort 
of thing'." 

Plus: Jamieson Rees & Jack Drury 

As the game went on the line of Jamieson Rees, Jack Drury 
and Stefan Noesen became more and more noticeable for 
the team. With all three attempting to showcase what they 
could provide to the lineup, the connection of Rees and 
Drury hooked up for a stellar third goal for the club. 

Following a zone entry along the wall, Rees danced a 
Lightning defender, then displayed patience and poise before 
hitting a streaking Drury along the far post for an easy tap-in. 

"Me and [Jameison Rees] have been here for a few weeks 
now, going back to the prospects camp and [Stefan Noesen] 
slid in nicely," Drury said. "I think getting to play for a couple 
weeks before today helped nicely." 

QUOTE OF THE NIGHT 

"It was a lot of fun. Going out for warmups felt really cool, the 
music was blasting, having fans in the crowd was really cool 
and I think we all just had a lot of fun today." - Jack Drury 

That's what we like to do around here, Jack. 

UP NEXT: 

The same two teams will meet in Tampa Friday night at 7 
p.m. 

NEXT HOME PRESEASON GAME: 

Tuesday, October 5 vs. Nashville - 7 p.m.
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Mailbag: Best division entering season, Tarasenko's future with Blues 

NHL.com's Dan Rosen answers weekly questions 

By Dan Rosen 

Here is the Sept. 29 edition of the mailbag, where we answer 
your questions asked using #OvertheBoards. 

Rank the four divisions from strongest to weakest and give 
your reasons why. -- @nyrprpokemon 

1. Metropolitan Division 
2. Central Division 
3. Atlantic Division 
4. Pacific Division 

The Metropolitan Division has six teams I think can reach the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs and at least three I could see getting to 
the Stanley Cup Final. The New York Islanders, Carolina 
Hurricanes, Washington Capitals, Pittsburgh Penguins, New 
York Rangers and Philadelphia Flyers are the playoff 
contenders. The Islanders, Hurricanes and Capitals are the 
Cup Final contenders. The New Jersey Devils and Columbus 
Blue Jackets aren't ready yet. 

The Central Division has seven postseason contenders: the 
Colorado Avalanche, St. Louis Blues, Minnesota Wild, 
Winnipeg Jets, Nashville Predators, Dallas Stars and 
Chicago Blackhawks. However, the Avalanche are a cut 
above and a Stanley Cup favorite. The other six will compete 
for playoff spots. The Arizona Coyotes are young and 
rebuilding. 

There's a lot to like about the top five teams in the Atlantic 
Division, with the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning followed by the Florida Panthers, 
Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs and Montreal 
Canadiens. The Panthers have a lot to prove but they're built 
for sustained success and could win the division. The 
Lightning, Panthers, Bruins and Maple Leafs are ahead of 
the Canadiens. The Ottawa Senators and Detroit Red Wings 
are young and improving, but each needs more time to reach 
the next tier. The Buffalo Sabres are likely to miss the 
playoffs for the 11th straight season. 

The Vegas Golden Knights are the top team in the Pacific 
Division. The Edmonton Oilers are behind them and at some 
point have to do some damage in the playoffs with centers 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. But there are a lot of 
questions after that. Will the Seattle Kraken have a big 
inaugural season and be a playoff team? Will the Calgary 
Flames and Vancouver Canucks bounce back after missing 
the playoffs last season? Are the Los Angeles Kings ready to 
take the next step in their rebuilding phase to become a 

playoff threat? Do the San Jose Sharks have another run in 
them with their veterans such as forward Logan Couture and 
defensemen Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns and Marc-Edouard 
Vlasic? Can the Anaheim Ducks score enough to be in the 
mix after finishing last in the NHL with 2.21 goals per game 
last season?  

Do you think Vladimir Tarasenko is a Blue this entire season 
or does a strong start mean he's on the move? -- @petrupka 

Tarasenko should be in St. Louis for the entire season 
because the expectation is the Blues will push for a playoff 
spot. His surgically repaired left shoulder must hold up and 
he must stay on the ice for the Blues to be at their best. If the 
forward can't stay healthy, he would have minimal trade 
value, so the Blues would be in a tough spot. But they could 
trade him prior to the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline if they aren't 
in a playoff position and don't feel they can contend for the 
Stanley Cup. Tarasenko has two seasons remaining on his 
eight-year, $60 million contract ($7.5 million average annual 
value). If healthy and productive, his value on the trade 
market should be significant because the team acquiring him 
would have him for next season and could sign him to a 
contract extension next offseason. 

Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman has made 
some interesting moves this offseason. He has some serious 
prospects in their system. He has drafted well. How long until 
we see a renaissance of sorts with his team? Could we see 
Sebastian Cossa, Lucas Raymond or Moritz Seider make the 
team this year? -- @theashcity 

The Red Wings are at least two years, if not three, away 
from a renaissance. But that's not surprising. This was a five-
year plan when Yzerman was hired as executive vice 
president and general manager April 19, 2019. They're two 
truncated seasons and three NHL Drafts into it. 

Seider has the best chance of making an impact this season. 
The No. 6 pick in the 2019 NHL Draft should be penciled in 
as a top-six defenseman. He scored 22 points (two goals, 20 
assists) in 49 games for Grand Rapids of the American 
Hockey League in 2019-20. He played for Rogle in the 
Swedish Hockey League last season, won the SHL Elite 
Prospects Award, and was named SHL Defenseman of the 
Year, scoring 28 points (seven goals, 21 assists) in 41 
games. 

Raymond, the No. 4 pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, is in the mix 
to earn a spot in Detroit's forward group, but the 19-year-old 
might not be ready and could be headed for Grand Rapids. 
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Cossa won't be in the NHL at least until the 2023-24 season 
figuring he has one more season with Edmonton in the 
Western Hockey League and then at least one in the AHL. 
The No. 15 pick in the 2021 NHL Draft is in line to be 
Detroit's goalie of the future, but Alex Nedeljkovic has the net 
after signing a two-year contract July 22, the same day he 
was traded to the Red Wings by the Hurricanes. 

Do both Washington and Pittsburgh miss the playoffs with 
the improvement of the Rangers and Flyers? -- 
@schaeffnbake 

My way-too-early postseason predictions have the Capitals 
and Rangers making the playoffs but the Penguins and 
Flyers missing them in the same season for the first time 
since 1989-90. Injuries to centers Sidney Crosby (wrist) and 
Evgeni Malkin (knee), and uncertainty about depth and 
goaltending, have led to doubt about the Penguins reaching 
the postseason for a 16th consecutive season. The Flyers 
should be better than they were last season, when they were 
sixth in the eight-team MassMutual East Division (23-25-8). 
It's more of a toss-up between them and the Rangers, but I 
like what New York did in the offseason to address its 
forward depth and gritty approach with the additions of 
Barclay Goodrow, Sammy Blais and Ryan Reaves. The 
Rangers' forecheck and aggressiveness coupled with their 
skill will keep them above the Flyers. They were two points 
better than Philadelphia last season. 

Do the Vancouver Canucks have the best top-nine forward 
group in the Pacific Division? -- @5Canuckss 

They could, but a lot has to break right, including signing 
restricted free agent center Elias Pettersson. The Oilers have 

McDavid and Draisaitl as their top two centers, and no team 
in the NHL matches that. I'm alarmed by the Golden Knights' 
center depth with Chandler Stephenson and Nolan Patrick as 
question marks. They need a No. 1 center. Patrick could 
develop into that. The Kraken don't have a true No. 1 center 
or top line, but that could come to fruition depending how 
chemistry develops. The Flames added Blake Coleman and 
could have the best top-nine forward group in the division if 
Johnny Gaudreau and Sean Monahan perform up to their 
talent level.  

The Canucks' top nine has potential provided they get 
Pettersson signed. He would likely be the center on the top 
line with J.T. Miller at left wing and Brock Boeser at right 
wing. Speed, scoring, playmaking, finishing touch, 
physicality, chemistry and puck possession would all be traits 
of that line. 

Bo Horvat would be the center on the second line with 
Tanner Pearson or Nils Hoglander at left wing and Conor 
Garland or rookie Vasily Podkolzin at right wing. Podkolzin 
has a chance to be in the Calder Trophy conversation for 
NHL rookie of the year. The 20-year-old, chosen with the No. 
10 pick in the 2019 NHL Draft, scored 11 points (five goals, 
six assists) in 35 games for St. Petersburg of the Kontinental 
Hockey League last season. 

Jason Dickinson was a key offseason acquisition in a trade 
with the Dallas Stars. He suppresses shots-against and 
sustains possession. He can be a shutdown center and ease 
some of the burden on Horvat, who has grown accustomed 
to facing a lot of the tough matchups.  

The potential is there for the Canucks.
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Carolina Hurricanes hope changes lead to another playoff run 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The past three seasons have seen 
the Carolina Hurricanes end a long postseason drought, 
become an every-year playoff team and win their first 
division championship in 15 years. 

They figured they needed changes to accomplish even more. 

Carolina has revamped its goaltending position and other 
pieces around the core led by young stars Sebastian Aho 
and Andrei Svechnikov along with top defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin for the 2021-22 season. 

“We have a lot of good players,” said coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, last year’s Jack Adams Award winner as the 
NHL’s top coach. “It’s just a matter of fitting the pieces 
together.” 

The Hurricanes’ three-year playoff run is a first for the 
franchise since relocating to North Carolina from Hartford, 
Connecticut, in 1997. They have won at least one playoff 
series each time — reaching the Eastern Conference finals 
in 2019 — since ending a nine-season playoff drought. 

But last year’s Central Division winner lost to reigning 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay in a five-game second-
round series, the first stumble in a steadily upward recent 
trajectory. 

Changes followed. The Hurricanes didn’t re-sign offensive-
minded defenseman Dougie Hamilton or winger Brock 
McGinn, and traded winger Warren Foegele. They traded 
Alex Nedeljkovic while letting fellow netminders Petr Mrazek 
and James Reimer leave in free agency.  

The Hurricanes signed goaltender veterans Antti Raanta and 
Frederik Andersen. They acquired defenseman Ethan Bear 
from Edmonton in the Foegele deal. They took a one-year 
shot on defenseman Tony DeAngelo despite his multiple 
disciplinary issues, and signed restricted free agent Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi – the No. 3 overall draft pick in 2018 – away from 
Montreal. 

“That culture is set in stone and so all the new guys coming 
in are coming into a team that’s well-grounded in who they 
are and how we play the game,” Slavin said. “They’re not 
necessarily playing catch-up (in preseason camp) but they’ve 
kind of got to jump on the ship and move forward with us as 
we continue to move towards sour goal.” 

Some other things to know about the Hurricanes for the 
2021-22 season: 

THE TOP LINE 

The Hurricanes continued locking up their young talent by 
reaching an eight-year deal in August with Svechnikov, the 
No. 2 overall draft pick from 2018.  

The 21-year-old, who was a restricted free agent, has 
become a fixture on Carolina’s top line with Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen. Both Aho (24) and Teravainen (27) are under 
contract through the 2023-24 season.  

RETURNING TOP DEFENSEMEN 

Slavin won last year’s Lady Byng Memorial trophy for 
sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct while playing on the 
top pairing with Hamilton. Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei 
handled major ice time in the playoffs when Slavin was out 
with a lower-body injury. 

IN NET 

Raanta, 32, battled injuries last year with Arizona but had a 
.921 save percentage in 2019-20 and won 21 games with a 
.930 save percentage two seasons earlier. Andersen, 31, 
went 13-8 last year in Toronto with an .895 save percentage. 

“You see all these guys how they work out, how they 
practice, what they do on the ice, off the ice,” Raanta said of 
his new teammates. “It’s just try to match that level and get 
to their level and bring something to the table every day.” 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Brind’Amour said he expected the 21-year-old Kotkaniemi 
would play on the wing with the Hurricanes’ center depth of 
Aho, Vincent Trocheck and captain Jordan Staal.  

Carolina added two defensemen with offensive upside in the 
24-year-old Bear and the 25-year-old DeAngelo after 
Hamilton signed a seven-year deal with New Jersey. 

The DeAngelo signing is a one-year, $1 million gamble on a 
polarizing player who is one year removed from posting 15 
goals and 53 points in a 68 regular-season games.  

He was sent home by the New York Rangers last season 
following an undisclosed incident, went unclaimed by the rest 
of the league on waivers and had the final season of his 
contract bought out. 

SCHEDULE WATCH 

The Hurricanes open the regular season at home against the 
New York Islanders on Oct. 14 and close at Pittsburgh on 
April 29. 

Noteworthy stretches include: playing 10 of 13 games on the 
road in November, playing 16 of 25 games at home after 
coming out of the Olympics break in late February, and 
playing six of eight on the road to close the schedule.



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 29, 2021 

 

 

 

Hurricanes top Lightning in preseason game one: Three thoughts 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi made a quick impact in the Canes’ first 
preseason game, and the prospects looked hungry.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes played several more NHLers than the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in their 3-1 preseason win over the Bolts 
Tuesday night, and their prospect pool is probably better 
than Tampa Bay’s right now. Both of those things showed, 
and it’s really as simple as that. 

However, there were still a few observations to take from the 
game, and players who stood out. Here’s three takeaways 
from the exhibition opener.  

Kotkaniemi makes early impact, top line controls period one  

Given the dearth of NHL talent in Tampa Bay’s lineup on 
Tuesday night, one would expect a line of three players of 
Vincent Trocheck, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen 
to look dominant. They certainly did in the opening frame, 
combining for a pair of goals, both on the power play.  

Kotkaniemi, the Canes’ most recent and perhaps most 
intriguing addition of a busy offseason, struck first, tapping in 
a slick cross-crease pass from Trocheck.  

Later in the period, on another power play, Tony DeAngelo 
set up at the top of the umbrella and fed a pass to 
Teravainen at the left circle; the Finnish winger wired it home 
to make it a 2-0 game. Kotkaniemi also picked up an assist 
on that tally.  

Preseason and training camp is a time for experimentation, 
and there’s no guarantee that trio is one the Hurricanes will 
roll with on opening night. But it’s one that’s earned a longer 
look, and could make for some intriguing possibilities on the 
top line if it can hold up.  

The kids are alright 

Fresh off a strong showing at the prospects showcase in 
Tampa, a number of the Hurricanes’ prospects put on 
impressive performances Tuesday, which is exactly what you 
want to see in the preseason opener.  

Jamieson Rees in particular looked like a man possessed, 
flying around the ice, winning board and puck battles, 
engaging physically and making plays in both the offensive 
and defensive zone. He made about as strong a statement 
as you can make in preseason game one. 

He saved his most impressive play for early in the second 
period, winning a board battle, surveying the ice and making 
a gorgeous pass to Jack Drury at the goal mouth for a tap-in.  

Drury also had a strong game, and, while the Canes likely 
won’t have many, if any, roster spots up for grab out of 
camp, it wouldn’t be a surprise to see one or both of those 
players earn a call up at some point this season.  

Ryan Suzuki, Jesper Sellgren and Joey Keane also looked 
good in this one. While there’s only so many observations to 
take from a preseason game, prospects stepping up and 
giving their all is always a desired outcome. Chicago Wolves 
fans should be in for a treat this season.  

Andersen turns in solid outing 

At long last, the Hurricanes, who originally drafted the Danish 
netminder in 2010, got to see Frederik Andersen between 
the pipes for them. It’s not particularly easy to evaluate a 
goalie in a preseason game, especially in an early one with 
so few NHLers on either side.  

Still, Andersen turned in a strong outing, stopping 36 of 37 
shots, with nothing to fault him for on the Lightning’s goal. 
There were a few occasions where the Hurricanes’ coverage 
broke down or they allowed an odd-man rush, and Andersen 
made sharp saves when he had to, flashing his glove a few 
times.  

Again, it’s extremely early, but, as both Brind’Amour and 
Andersen said on day one of camp, these guys are ultimately 
hear to stop pucks, and Andersen did just that on Tuesday 
night.  

The Hurricanes will be back in action against the Bolts Friday 
night in Tampa with a 7:30 puck drop.
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Drury, Kotkaniemi on preseason win over Lightning 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jack Drury spoke 
to the media following a 3-1 preseason win over the Tampa 
Bay Lightning.  

By Andrew Schnittker and Ryan Henkel 

The Hurricanes opened their 2021 preseason slate with a 3-
1 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning Tuesday night. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi tallied a goal and an assist, and Jack Drury and 
Teuvo Teravainen also scored.  

Kotkaniemi, Drury and Rod Brind’Amour all spoke to the 
media after the win, here’s a full breakdown of everything 
they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Jameison Rees’ performance: Of course you love it. 
That’s the way he has to play. We want all our guys to play 
that way, but a young kid trying to make his mark, if you want 
to stand out, that’s how you have to do it. He played hard, 
made some plays, made some mistakes, but all of it was 
from being aggressive, so I thought he was good.  

On Frederik Andersen: I thought he looked pretty good. Was 
the plan to have him play all 60? Yeah, I think going into this 
you think to try to give him two starts, and I thought he was 
really good. We weren’t great defensively tonight. We 
certainly gave up more than we should have, but that’s to be 
expected this time of year. He was solid.  

On if it’s good to see Kotkaniemi get a goal and settle in: 
Yeah, I guess so. It was a nice goal. It was great. I might 
have been able to score that one. But I think it’s good for him 
just to feel like part of the group, contribute offensively, that’s 
always good when you’re a new player to a team, especially 
under these circumstances. I’m sure he’s happy.  

On if there was anything that stood out to him: I don’t know. 
It’s a preseason game, I’m kind of happy it’s over. Hopefully 
nobody got hurt. What I like now is that there’s a lot of good 
things we did in that game that we can see, and then there’s 
a lot of not good things. That’s exactly what we want is to 
have a great teaching thing. Show how we’re doing it right, 
how we’re not doing it. It makes it easy as a coach to go in 
and work on that stuff, so that’s the good part about having 
the games, plus some guys get the rust off. The first period 
was really fast. I was shocked at how they moved, like this is 
a real game as far as the pace. So that’s good.  

On what Jack Drury has to do to make this team: Any of the 
guys that want to make the team have to make their mark. 
They’ve got to really, I don’t want to say do more than the 
other guys, but they do. They’ve got to stand out. They can’t 
just be average, so Rees, Drury, all the young guys, they’ve 
got to make something happen. They’re doing that. So at the 
end of the day, when we’re all done here in a few games, 
they’ve got to make it tough. You’ve got to make it tough on 
us to make the right decision, so that’s what they’re doing 
right now.  

On what Jesperi Kotkaniemi can do on the power play: I 
think that’s where he may make the most contributions in a 
way. He’s a very intelligent hockey player. You can see it in 
the way he thinks the game and his skillset. He can shoot. 

He’s got a great shot. So those are all power-play type 
skillsets. You can’t have enough of that, that’s for sure.  

On Tim Gleason behind the bench: We’re 1-0 with him right, 
so I guess pretty good. He was great. He’s going to be great 
at it, I think, because he wants to be. We’re happy to have 
him on staff.  

On one thing he’d like to see cleaned up: There were a 
couple chances we gave up where we had the puck in our 
end and it didn’t get out when it was on our stick. It’s an old 
cliché, but it has to get out, because if it leads to something it 
leads to something. It leads to a guy blocking a shot when 
we shouldn’t have to, there’s a bunch of things. So we’ve got 
to clean that up. I thought we didn’t play as fast. The first 
period was good, we were going and then we started getting 
too cute. That kind of stuff is the kind of stuff we have to 
clean up. 

Jack Drury 

On getting game action: It was a lot of fun. Going out for 
warm-ups, it felt really cool. The music was blasting and 
having some fans in the crowd was really cool and I think we 
all just had a lot of fun today. 

On chemistry with his linemates: Me and Rees have been 
here a few weeks with the prospect camp and [Noesen] slid 
in nicely. I think getting to play for a few weeks before this 
helped us out a bit today. 

On his mindset and approach heading into training camp: 
Just trying to take it day-by-day and stick to my process and 
what I can control. I think it’s a stressful environment for 
everyone, but as a pro athlete that’s something you have to 
be able to handle and it’s a fun challenge. Just really trying to 
stay day-to-day. Getting a little bit better every day. That’s 
the message from Rod and everyone in the organization so 
just sticking to that. 

On setting up a goal: It 100% takes a little bit of a load off 
your shoulders so you can loosen up a little out there. So 
that felt nice, but now we know that we have to get right back 
to work tomorrow and start getting ready for the rest of the 
week. 

On the one thing he needs to work on the most to get to the 
NHL level: I think just quickness, those first three steps. You 
watch the top guys in the NHL and they all create so much 
space off of those first three steps. That’s something that I’ve 
been working on a lot. I was lucky to come a few weeks early 
and get to work with the strength coach, Billy [Burniston]. I 
think he’s helped me out a lot with that. I just want to keep 
improving that. 

On the team’s domination on faceoffs: [Trocheck] and 
[Stepan] have been doing it for a long time, so I think for 
them they can roll right through it, but Rod has helped out on 
that a lot. Obviously he was successful at it and I think that’s 
something that all centers or anyone here that takes faceoffs 
is going to pride themselves on. 

On what he was thinking as most of the potential roster spots 
were filling up during the offseason: I really try to avoid that. 
Like I said earlier, there’s a million things that can happen, 
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but that’s all out of my control. There’s really no point in 
worrying about it. We’ve got a lot of great guys in the room 
and I think everybody just wants to put their best foot forward 
and keep getting better every day.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On if having a good first period helped ease any butterflies: 
Yeah. It always feels good to get a couple of goals. It brings 
the confidence up. Just played with some great guys today 
and I felt really good. 

On playing with Teuvo Teravainen: It was fun. He’s a funny 
guy. Probably one of the most skilled Finnish guys I’ve ever 
seen. So it was a lot of fun. 

On if he sees himself having an impact on the power play 
this season: I’ve always felt that I can be a good guy on the 
power play so it was nice to get a couple of goals. 

On how it felt playing an actual game with his new 
teammates: It was a lot of fun out there. We have a lot of 
great guys in the room so it was a blast. The first game is 
always the first game. Ice is a little tough as it’s still 
summertime, but the ice will get better and we will get better. 

On the adjustments to playing wing: For me, right now, 
there’s a lot of new things, so I’m trying to adjust to a little bit 
of everything. Like I said, it was the first game and hopefully 
there’s a lot more coming.

 

 

 

 

Controversial acquisition Tony DeAngelo set for debut with Carolina Hurricanes  

By Todd Gibson  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – Tony DeAngelo will play his first 
game as a Carolina Hurricane tonight when the Canes open 
the preseason at home against defending champion Tampa 
Bay. 

“It’ll be good to knock a little rust off and get some live 
touches instead of all kinds of controlled stuff,” said 
DeAngelo. “I’m looking forward to it.” 

The Hurricanes signed DeAngelo to a one-year, $1 million 
contract. The free-agent acquisition sent shockwaves 
throughout the Canes fan base. 

Some fans took to social media swearing they would never 
go to another Hurricanes game.  

Others were simply outraged that Carolina would take a 
chance on a player who was once suspended in junior 
hockey for abusive behavior. 

DeAngelo is also an unabashed supporter of former 
President Donald Trump. That too does not sit well with a 
certain portion of the public. 

“We did our homework on him, talked to him, he’s been 
great,” said Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour just 
hours before DeAngelo’s debut in Raleigh. “Right now he’s 

done everything we’ve asked him to do and what we’re 
asking him now is to learn the system.” 

In his first in-person media availability since coming to 
Raleigh, DeAngelo was soft-spoken as he answered 
questions from reporters. 

“I’m just going to try to play my game,” DeAngelo said when 
asked about tonight’s contest. “I just want to get back into the 
swing of things but I think it’s going to be an offensive style of 
game that I’m going to play but I want to play smart.” 

DeAngelo knows all eyes are on him and he seems bound 
and determined to put his past behind him and take 
advantage of a fresh start. 

“New York’s (Rangers) a great organization but the work 
ethic here day in and day out has been impressive from the 
top guys on the team,” said DeAngelo being careful not to 
take a shot at his former team. “Guys are pushing each other 
in practice and it’s upbeat, fast-paced so that’s good.” 

Fast-paced on the ice for DeAngelo, not so off the ice for the 
former New York Ranger. 

“Slower-paced for sure, but I like it so far,” laughed 
DeAngelo.
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Report: Hurricanes owner says team is working on in-arena sports gambling  

By Michael Prunka, Michael Hyland  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – It seems like it’s a matter of 
when, not if the Carolina Hurricanes roll out an in-arena 
sportsbook. 

In a column in The Athletic, Pierre LeBrun wrote about a 
conversation he had with Hurricanes general manager Tom 
Dundon ahead of the 2021-22 season. One of the topics 
touched on was growing the organization’s business through 
sports betting, much like the Washington Capitals recently 
have. 

“Yeah, we’re working on it,” Dundon told LeBrun. 

Dundon went on to explain he thinks in-arena betting options 
will be something all 32 teams eventually implement.  

“I think everyone is going to have it eventually. It’s just about 
when, for the most part, because it seems to be legal in 
many states and on its way in others,” Dundon told LeBrun. 
“We’re hopeful it’s something (the state wants) to do.” 

North Carolina lawmakers must first legalize sports 
gambling. A bill passed the state Senate on Aug. 19, but has 
not yet been voted on in the state House.  

Sen. Jim Perry (R-Lenoir), one of the lead sponsors of the 
bill, has been showing other members how easy it is 
currently for anyone to go online and place bets. Nearby 
states, including Virginia and Tennessee, already have 
legalized sports betting. 

He said it makes sense for North Carolina to regulate it and 
generate tax revenue. He’d like to see that money targeted 
to low-income school districts, though he said current 
legislators can’t tie the hands of future legislators when it 
comes to earmarking that money. 

John Rustin, president of the North Carolina Family Policy 
Council, has been an outspoken opponent of the bill, urging 
the legislature not to expand legalized gambling. 

“All of those social issues, those problems that come along 
with gambling are what we’re truly concerned about,” he 
said. “Obviously because it’s a gambling bill, there is 
massive financial interest behind this legislation.”

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254598497.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article254599397.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254587027.html 

https://theathletic.com/2855518/2021/09/29/jack-drury-jamieson-rees-make-their-cases-for-roster-consideration-in-first-canes-preseason-game/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-preseason-musings-from-the-5th-floor/19900318/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-kotkaniemi-canes-win-preseason-opener/c-326429098 
https://www.nhl.com/news/over-the-boards-dan-rosen-mailbag-september-29/c-326417140 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-b47ecaa82733b2a116a1680e87b7cb49 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/28/22699609/carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning-jamieson-rees-jack-drury-jesperi-kotkaniemi 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/28/22699661/they-said-it-brindamour-drury-kotkaniemi-on-preseason-win-over-lightning 
https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/controversial-acquisition-tony-deangelo-set-for-debut-with-carolina-hurricanes/ 
https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/report-hurricanes-owner-says-team-is-working-on-in-arena-sports-gambling/ 
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They’re going all the way! Top overreactions to the Hurricanes win over 
the Lightning 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

We love the preseason, simply because of what it means: It’s a fresh 
beginning, a new start to a new season and a chance to forget last year. 
For every team but Tampa Bay, the goal moving forward is to do better 
than the previous season. And even for them, I suppose, they can try to 
do what they did again, but do it better -- somehow. 

But the preseason is also a dangerous time to be an overzealous fan. 
Teams are often playing prospects, half-lineups, backup keepers and 
most of them haven’t fully installed the systems yet that they’ll use in the 
regular season. Because of this, goals, assists, big plays and even lines 
and special teams combinations can be deceiving. 

With that in mind, here are what are sure to be some popular 
overreactions from Tuesday night’s Hurricanes preseason 3-1 win over 
the Lightning (those aforementioned Cup champs who, incidentally, 
dressed exactly four players who played 30-plus NHL games last 
season): 

JESPERI KOTKANIEMI ... WHAT A PICKUP! 

This may turn out to be true in the long run, despite his astronomical cap 
hit this season. When the Canes submitted an offer sheet for the former 
Montreal Canadiens forward, they had to make it one that would force 
the Habs’ hand. And did it ever. 

He said all the right things along the way, all the while hinting that 
perhaps the Canadiens didn’t give him a chance to develop like he felt 
they should have. He believed that so much, he said it twice. 

Tuesday, in his first appearance for the Canes, Kotkaniemi wasted little 
time making his presence known, converting a one-timer on a slick feed 
from Vincent Trocheck on the first power play of the game to give the 
home team a 1-0 advantage. He looked good. He looked fast. He was 
aware. And he was in the right place at the right time. 

He added a second point -- an assist late in the first frame -- on the 
power play, helping set up Teuvo Teravainen for his first goal of the 
preseason. Kotkaniemi was playing the point alongside Tony DeAngelo 
on what was the top power play unit of the night for the Canes. 

But, let’s slow down here. The young man they call “KK” had just 20 
points in 52 games a year ago. His top NHL output is 34 points in 79 
games as an 18-year-old rookie in 2018-19. He also took a penalty late in 
the first period, a hooking penalty of the lazy variety. 

Look, could he ultimately be a great player? Scouts thought so. He was 
drafted No. 3 overall for a reason. Is he already a great player? I mean, 
he’s in the NHL, so he’s already in the top 1 percent. But don’t expect his 

output Tuesday night to be an everyday occurrence in the regular 
season. 

THIS POWER PLAY IS UNSTOPPABLE! 

Piggybacking on the previous item, trying to gauge anything about the 
Canes regular-season power play from Game 1 of the preseason would 
be ill-advised. Without Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Martin Necas 
and more than half of the team’s NHL-ready defensive group, trying to 
discern anything from this power play is futile. 

That said, the power play as assembled Tuesday played well, and will 
likely help coach Rod Brind’Amour in deciding how to put things together 
down the road. Kotkaniemi, Trocheck and Teravainen looked good out 
there together, and it appears as though DeAngelo will get a chance to 
run things on at least one of the power play units this season. 

But unstoppable? Let’s consider the opponent here, ALSO: Mikhail 
Sergachev, Jan Rutta, Ross Colton and Mathieu Joseph were the only 
four players skating for the Lightning who skated 30 or more games in 
the NHL last season. Even assuming all of the team’s NHL-ready players 
were on the PK (they weren’t), they’re hardly preeminent penalty killers. 
It’s good that the power play looked good, but it’s not necessarily a 
harbinger of things to come. 

FREDERIK ANDERSEN IS GOING TO WIN THE VEZINA! 

In most fantasy hockey circles, Andersen is slotting in among the Top 10 
goalies taken. He’s been a steady performer for a Leafs team with higher 
expectations than they’ve had results the past five years. Andersen has 
been solid if not spectacular, posting 30 wins three times. 

It was obvious last year that he and the Leafs were no longer a fit, which 
led him to sign with the team that originally drafted him (and let him 
walk). 

He was sharp, Tuesday, for sure. He made 35 saves on 36 opportunities, 
including a pair of great stops in the first period on a Tampa power play, 
and a stellar glove snag midway through the second on a defensive 
lapse in front. 

His lateral movement was good. His puck awareness was on point, and 
he appeared to communicate well with his group of defensemen, despite 
never have played in a game situation alongside any of them. 

But let’s pump the brakes on anointing him. Let’s not forget that, while 
he’s apparently the No. 1 here, he’s sharing the crease with Antti Raanta, 
a former top prospect in his own right and at the very least a solid 
backup. And Brind’Amour likes to play the hot goalie, and also rotate his 
keepers to keep them fresh. Not a bad strategy, but a tough recipe for 
any goalies with Vezina aspirations. 

And, also, let’s consider the quality of the shots Andersen faced 
Tuesday. 

THE KIDS LOOK GREAT, AND THEY’LL MAKE THE FINAL ROSTER! 

Jamieson Rees was not out of place. Jack Drury probably deserves a 
roster spot. Stefan Noesen held his own. (Seth Jarvis is still nursing an 
injury.) The Canes could probably build a roster that could compete with 
the bottom half of some NHL rosters. 
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But none of those players have a realistic shot at the roster, unless they 
seriously outshine some of the veterans, and there’s not much anyone 
can do about it unless the Canes are willing to part with some veterans, 
or those veterans are willing to take an assignment to AHL Chicago. Of 
the Canes’ 13 rostered NHL forwards at the moment, 11 are on one-way 
deals, meaning they’d have to clear waivers if they were sent down. One 
of those other two, though, is Matrin Necas, and we know he’s not going 
anywhere. 

That means any of the “kids” who are dreaming of making the roster will 
have to outshine not only all of the other rookies, but also at least one or 
two established NHL players. That’s the downside to having a deep and 
NHL-tested roster. Could any of those mentioned here do it? Sure. But 
it’s not nearly as easy as it would have been had the team not signed 
Jordan Martinook. Or Derek Stepan. Or Josh Leivo. 

The future is bright for the Canes, but the future isn’t now. Yet. 
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Hurricanes defender Tony DeAngelo makes his preseason debut. Can 
he really turn it around? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

It was just a preseason exhibition game for the Carolina Hurricanes, but 
for defenseman Tony DeAngelo it was much more. 

DeAngelo played only six games for the New York Rangers last season, 
and his time with the Rangers did not end well. His free-agent signing by 
the Hurricanes was not met well by many Canes fans because of the 
past controversy he has caused. 

DeAngelo, 25, promised he had learned from his mistakes when he 
signed a one-year, $1 million contract in late July. He promised to play 
hard and keep his focus on the team, on winning, and keep his emotions 
in check. 

“I think once the fans get to see me play and see me around the 
community I think they’re going to take a liking to me,” DeAngelo said 
after the signing in July. 

The fans’ first look came Tuesday at PNC Arena as the Canes got in 
their first preseason game, beating the Tampa Bay Lightning, 3-1. 

“Camp’s been going good, getting back in shape,” DeAngelo said 
Tuesday morning after a pregame skate. “It’s good to knock a little rust 
off and get a few live game touches rather than all kinds of control stuff. 

“I’m just going to play my game and not do anything too crazy and get 
back in the swing of things. ... I’m just trying to get my touch back, my 
confidence and my repetition back. Play well and play smart.” 

He got a good start Tuesday, on the ice at least. DeAngelo helped 
quarterback the power play, earned an assist on the Canes’ second goal 
and was in charge on the blue line during his 19:25 of ice time. He played 
alongside Ian Cole, got some time on both the power play and penalty 
kill, and seemed to have good chemistry with his teammates. 

WHERE DOES HE ULTIMATELY FIT? 

In DeAngelo’s case, control is a key. He can help the Canes offensively, 
at even strength and especially on the power play, helping offset the 
departure of defenseman Dougie Hamilton. He can be a very effective 
player and has been used to quarterback the Canes’ first power-play unit 
in camp. 

But DeAngelo has been a temperamental player in the past. He was 
suspended in junior hockey for making racist comments. He has been 

overly active at times on social media, garnering more negative attention. 
He had an “altercation” with a Rangers teammate last year that resulted 
in New York buying him out and sending him on his way after six games. 

The Canes decided to take a chance on a right-shot D-man who had 53 
points in 2019-20, and Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has liked what he 
has seen of DeAngelo in training camp. 

“He’s one of those guys who has to learn how we play,” Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday morning. “He’s got the skill set. It’s just getting to that game we 
expect. I think there’s a big learning curve for all the new guys but he’s 
been good. He’s been great, actually. 

“We’ll see. The games will tell where we’re all at and where they are at.” 

DeAngelo wasn’t the only new face on the roster Tuesday. The Canes 
also had forwards Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Derek Stepan and Josh Leivo 
playing, along with defensemen Cole and Eric Gelinas. Goalie Frederik 
Andersen, once a Carolina draft pick, was in net for his first game with 
the Hurricanes. 

Brind’Amour has had DeAngelo paired with Cole, twice a Stanley Cup 
winner, in camp and likely will do it once the regular season begins Oct. 
14. While not a babysitter for DeAngelo, Cole does have that calm, 
veteran presence on the back end and is defensively sound. 

“He’s an offensive guy, so if I can do my job and play as quick and get 
pucks in transition, hopefully that will give him the opportunity to jump up 
and create and do what he does,” Cole said. 

DeAngelo played at times with veteran defenseman Marc Staal with the 
Rangers. Being paired with Cole, he said, could be much the same. 

DeAngelo can score goals. He can be a playmaker on the back end. The 
ability is there. 

But will there be another emotional blowup, another DeAngelo problem? 
Only time will tell. 
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‘Ready to take on any role’: This defenseman hopes he can make a 
difference for the Canes 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

Eric Gelinas has a pretty decent collection of hockey jerseys. 

Unlike most hockey players and fans, the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
defenseman, who signed with the club during the offseason after three 
years with Rogle BK Angelholm in Sweden, has come by his jerseys 
naturally, earning them by playing for the teams those sweaters 
represent. 

Given his travels through the junior, minor pro and professional ranks, 
Gelinas has a lot of them. 

“I have a few that are frames, and up on walls in my basement, like a 
little sports bar type thing,” Gelinas said after a Hurricanes training camp 
session. “The rest of them, there’s too many of them, the rest are in my 
closet. I just keep track of all of them.” 

He’ll have at least one, probably two, and possibly several more to keep 
track of this season as he battles to crack a deep Carolina roster loaded 
with defenders. 

“I want to be part of this team; I think they’re heading in the right direction 
and doing all the right things,” Gelinas said. “The culture around here is 
great, too, which is really exciting to be a part of.” 
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ADDITION BY NECESSITY 

Last spring, the Hurricanes were in good shape during the shortened 
NHL regular season. OK, the Canes were better than “in good shape,” 
running over the competition in the Central Division to a 36-12-8 record, 
among the best in the NHL. 

And save for a see-saw goaltending battle among three NHL-caliber 
keepers (none of whom are still with the team, mind you), the Canes 
largely avoided the injury bug when compared to many other teams in 
the league. 

In the playoffs, however, the grind of the regular season took its toll. 
Injuries, and some weaker-than-expected performances, rendered the 
Canes’ blue line vulnerable. 

$2 for 2 months 
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CLAIM OFFER 

“Last year, we were pretty fortunate during the year,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t have a lot of injuries on D, and then when 
you had it, in the playoffs, it was obvious. It was like, wow, you need to 
have that.” 

So what did President and GM Don Waddell and Brind’Amour do? They 
stocked up on NHL-ready defenders. 

Joining mainstays Brett Pesce, Brady Skjei and Jaccob Slavin on the 
blue line this season are NHL-tested defenders Gelinas, Ethan Bear, 
Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. That’s in addition to any 
younger players — rookies or second- and third-year pros — who play 
their way into consideration. That makes things a bit crowded in the 
room. It also gives the Canes a measure of flexibility — and insurance. 

“You look at Tampa, and they are kind of like the poster child of how to 
do things, and they went out and got another D at the trade deadline,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You can’t have enough of that. You don’t really notice 
it until you don’t have it.” 

WELL TRAVELED 

Gelinas, 30, is trying to return to the NHL after four years away. He has 
189 games under his belt, with 55 points and 92 penalty minutes, in 
addition to 102 points in 236 AHL games, and 56 points in 90 Swedish 
Hockey League games. 

“If anything, the time I spent in Europe made me think a lot,” Gelinas 
said. “What I really wanted was to get back in the NHL. At my age — I’m 
not considering myself old — but my hockey age, I’m getting up there, 
and this is probably the last time I could try it.” 

In his first season overseas, with Bratislava Slovan of the KHL, Gelinas 
realized he still had a little bit of learning to do, despite nearly 200 NHL 
games to his credit. A tall, rangy defender, Gelinas learned to use his 
reach and his speed simultaneously on the larger ice surface. 

“I had to make a few adjustments in Europe, with the ice size, also, and 
the style of play, which helped me in a way,” Gelinas said. “It helped me 
understand the positioning aspect of the game, also to keep up with the 
speed. I’ve always been a good enough skater for my size to get around, 
and I think I’ve gotten better at reading plays and positioning myself in 
areas to be ready for whatever happens.” 

After one year in the KHL and three in Sweden, the lure of the NHL was 
too great for him to pass up. 

“I had another year in my contract with my team in Sweden for this year,” 
Gelinas said. “I made it clear with them that something I wanted to try 
and do was play in the NHL again, so I had to make that decision before 
the 15th of June, so I knew then I was going to stay in North America for 
the next season. I worked out all summer and skated all summer, and 
then came (to Raleigh) September 1.” 

ON A (PATIENT) MISSION 

Gelinas doesn’t think he’s going to be a top four defender for the Canes 
— at least not right away. He doesn’t have delusions of grandeur in the 
least. 

“I want to play some NHL games, whether I’m a depth guy and I’m in 
some of the games, in and out, or I’m in the minors and eventually come 
up, I think the whole thing for me was to be back in the NHL, and I’m 
ready to take on any role that is available for me,” Gelinas said. 

Having been through all of this before has helped Gelinas remain on an 
even keel. 

“Even if it doesn’t work out right away, in camp, I remember the first time 
I ever called up, I was playing in the minors and somebody got hurt, I got 
called up and stayed in the league for four-and-a-half years. I want to 
stay here right out of camp, but if I do go to the minors, that’ll be the 
route, and I’ll work hard enough to get back here.” 

When he first made a pro roster out of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League, Gelinas played for the Albany Devils, New Jersey’s AHL club. 
Gelinas was drafted by that organization in the second round, 51st 
overall, in 2009. After capping his junior career in 2011, he played a 
season and a half in Albany before injuries in New Jersey forced the 
Devils to call him up. He played all of his games in the NHL from 2013 to 
2017. 

After one more AHL season with the Montreal Canadiens’ affiliate in 
Laval, Quebec, Gelinas decided to play in Europe. 

MOVING FORWARD 

This week, Gelinas has skated predominantly with a group of prospects 
and younger players. 

“I think I’m the only 30-year-old in that group,” Gelinas deadpanned. 

With age comes experience, and a measure of calm. But he still has the 
same goal all of the younger players do: Make the roster. 

“I’m doing the same thing they’re doing, I’m trying to steal a job from 
somebody, and I want to turn eyes toward myself,” Gelinas said. “Rod 
said in the first meeting, they split up the groups that way, and if you do 
earn a spot to change groups, they’ll do that. That’s what I’m working 
towards.” 

Contractual obligations may get in the way, at least initially. The Canes 
have seven defensemen on one-way, NHL-only contracts, meaning if the 
team were to send one of them to the AHL, they’d be subject to a waiver 
claim. Gelinas? He’s on a two-way deal. 

“The reality of it is there are one-way contracts and two-way contracts,” 
Gelinas said. “We know that’s a big part of it, but there are some spots 
available, and the one thing they’ve told us that if I earn my spot, they’ll 
make some adjustments to make me fit in the group. That’s all I’m 
worried about, I want to bring my game and see how I perform.” 

There’s no doubt Gelinas brings size and a physical demeanor to the ice, 
something the Hurricanes have needed. He’s hoping that mentality, and 
his willingness to be a chameleon of sorts in adapting to any role the 
Canes ask him to play, will mean a longer stay in greater Raleigh — and 
collecting a few more jerseys for his wall. 

“A successful season would be to be here, have the team and the 
organization like me and hopefully stick around for a couple more years,” 
he said. 

CANES PRESEASON, GAME 1 

Who: Carolina Hurricanes vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

When: Tuesday, Sept. 28 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Time: 7 p.m. 
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Jack Drury, Jamieson Rees make their cases for roster consideration in 
first Canes preseason game 

 

By Sara Civian Sep 29, 2021 1  

 

I’ll be saying this until I die or retire, whichever comes first, but I feel the 
need to say it at the beginning of every preseason article every year, just 
in case. Deep preseason evaluations of bona fide NHL players are 
largely pointless. The preseason is for shaking off the rust, getting a feel 
for how new players fit in the so-called systems and for genuine 
evaluation of bubble players. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is clearly on the same page. When I 
asked him after Tuesday’s 3-1 win against the Lightning if anything stood 
out about the game, he joked that he was just happy it was over and 
hopefully no one got hurt. 

The point is, this isn’t about the score or someone like Teuvo Teravainen 
scoring a power-play goal (no offense, Turbo). There aren’t many 
immediate, tangible takeaways about the more familiar faces or who 
should definitely stay on a line next to whom when you’re facing another 
team’s AHL roster. But there is plenty of value to be found elsewhere in 
these four exhibition games. 

“You’re looking at a lot of stuff, mostly some new faces, just trying to get 
a feel for them,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “Obviously team play, trying 
to get them on the same. Get everybody up to speed and get a good feel 
for the group. … There’s a lot of new guys playing, and it’s two-sided. For 
me, getting to know them, for them more reps they can get in games with 
us, then we’ll have more teaching clips from the game. … We gotta know 
what we have, and I think these first couple games it’s easier to throw in 
a couple guys who might not be here this year, or certainly to start the 
season. But we’ve gotta give them a chance. Let’s see them play.” 

Tuesday brought exactly that — tons of looks at bubble players who have 
existent (albeit slim) chance at cracking the roster out of camp. 

So first, of course, let’s start with the lines: 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi—Vincent Trocheck—Teuvo Teravainen 

Steven Lorentz—Derek Stepan—Josh Leivo 

Jamieson Rees—Jack Drury—Stefan Noesen 

Sam Miletic—Ryan Suzuki—Dominik Bokk 

Ian Cole—Tony DeAngelo 

Max Lajoie—Joey Keane 

Eric Gelinas—Jesper Sellgren 

Frederik Andersen 

One power play “unit”: Suzuki (1:49 five-on-four time on ice), Keane (2:04 
five-on-four TOI), Rees, Stepan (1:49 five-on-four TOI), Leivo (2:04 five-
on-four TOI) 

The other power play “unit”: Kotkaniemi (1:04 five-on-four TOI), 
Teravainen (1:04 five-on-four TOI), Trocheck (1:04 five-on-four TOI), 
DeAngelo (:49 five-on-four TOI), Noesen (:49 five-on-four TOI) 

Penalty killers, in order of TOI: Cole, Lajoie, DeAngelo, Lorentz, Drury, 
Noesen, Stepan, Suzuki, Gelinas, Miletic, Sellgren, Keane, Trocheck, 
Teravainen (:07) 

It’s also worth noting that Keane and Lajoie led all skaters in total time on 
ice. 

Brind’Amour did what he set out to do Tuesday in giving some of the 
fringe guys an opportunity. What did they actually show us? 

Drury (one goal), in particular, showed us he is super conditioned, can 
hold his own on the faceoff dot (nine wins, no losses) and isn’t afraid to 
go to the net or into the trenches. All of this bodes well for a shot at the 
few potential depth openings on the NHL roster. 

“I think just quickness (is what he needs to elevate to the NHL level), kind 
of those first three steps,” Drury said. “You watch the top guys in the NHL 
and they create so much space off those first three steps. That’s 
something I’ve been working on a lot. I was lucky to come a couple 
weeks early and work with the strength coach, Billy (Burniston). I think 
he’s helped me out a lot with that.” 

Well, the Billy B experience would explain the conditioning, and 
apparently it wasn’t weird to say. 

JACK DRURY WITH AWARENESS LEADING TO A BACKDOOR TAP 
IN. I'VE FELT HE LOOKED REALLY CONDITIONED THIS GAME, IDK 
IF THAT'S WEIRD TO SAY. REES WITH A TREMENDOUS FEED 

— SARA CIV (@SARACIVIAN) SEPTEMBER 29, 2021 

REES   

DRURY   

    PIC.TWITTER.COM/XUIIXYA4GO 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) SEPTEMBER 29, 2021 

Drury’s linemate Rees might have played himself into the dark-horse 
conversation as well. 

“Any of the guys that want to make the team have to make their mark,” 
Brind’Amour said. “They’ve got to really, I don’t want to say do more than 
the other guys, but they do. They’ve got to stand out. They can’t just be 
average, so Rees, Drury, all the young guys, they’ve got to make 
something happen. They’re doing that. So at the end of the day, when 
we’re all done here in a few games, they’ve got to make it tough. You’ve 
got to make it tough on us to make the right decision, so that’s what 
they’re doing right now.” 

Rees ended the night with that spectacular assist on Drury’s goal, a high-
danger chance of his own and three shots. Most important, he 
showcased the physical element of his game and the battles along the 
boards he’s touted for. That stuff means more than arbitrary points in a 
meaningless game, especially for someone vying for a bottom-six role. 

“Of course you love it. That’s the way he has to play,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We want all our guys to play that way, but a young kid trying to make his 
mark, if you want to stand out, that’s how you have to do it. He played 
hard, made some plays, made some mistakes, but all of it was from 
being aggressive, so I thought he was good.” 

Loose pucks 

• There’s been much ado about the new guys figuring out the systems. 
I’d say Kotkaniemi, with his two power-play points (one goal, one 
secondary assist), is well on his way. 

• I’m not fully sold on Leivo yet, but sign me up for Stepan and Lorentz 
continuing to be linemates. Lorentz looked pretty solid out there and 
smarter than I remember him being. Stepan looks like a total vet, 
bucketless warm-up and all. 

• You’ll notice DeAngelo got more penalty-kill time (2:28) than power-play 
time (49 seconds). We’ll remember that Brind’Amour is mostly trying to 
see what, exactly, he has in the new faces, and he already knows what 
DeAngelo looks like on the power play. But the Canes operate on a “no 
passengers” mentality, and that means most of the “offensive-minded” 
players are to log significant minutes on the penalty kill — especially 
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defensemen. For whatever it’s worth, DeAngelo had an assist on the 
power play and a near short-handed assist on the penalty kill. His zone 
entries live up to the hype. 

• Cole looks like the same Cole he’s always been, and this team could 
really use that person. 
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Lightning agree to terms with general manager Julien BriseBois on 
contract extension 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — The front office architect of the back-to-back Stanley Cup 
champions will be remaining with the Lightning beyond this season. 

Julien BriseBois has agreed to an extension to remain as the team’s 
general manager. His current contract was to expire at the end of 2021-
22. 

Terms of the deal were not known. No announcement was expected from 
the Lightning on Tuesday. 

After building a team that won two straight Cups — just the second club 
to accomplish that feat in the salary-cap area — there was little question 
that BriseBois, who came to Tampa Bay in 2010 to serve as assistant 
general manager under Steve Yzerman before becoming GM in 2018, or 
the Lightning would want to part ways. 

But with several other general managers around the league in the final 
year of their contracts, many in various hockey circles wondered if 
BriseBois could be lured elsewhere, especially with Montreal GM Marc 
Bergevin in the final year of his contract. BriseBois grew up outside 
Montreal and cut his front-office teeth with the Canadiens. 

Ultimately, the Lightning left no doubt entering the season, securing 
BriseBois well before their Stanley Cup defense begins on Oct. 12. 

Even though he initially worked in Yzerman’s shadow with the Lightning, 
BriseBois carved his own identity in building teams that won consecutive 
Cups during the pandemic. 

BriseBois, 44, has expertly navigated through yearly salary-cap 
challenges to keep the Lightning’s core group intact, continuing 
Yzerman’s trend of signing players to club-friendly long-term deals while 
making savvy trades to make the team better while remaining under the 
cap. When the Lightning needed extra grit down the stretch in 2019-20, 
BriseBois sacrificed a pair of first-round picks to net forwards Blake 
Coleman and Barclay Goodrow, two players who played huge roles on 
both title teams. 
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Pierre-Edouard Bellemare has instant chemistry with new Lightning team 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — No one has taken a path to the Lightning locker room quite 
like Pierre-Edouard Bellemare. And his unique journey is helping the 36-
year-old forward establish quick chemistry with his new teammates. 

“We’ve seen him for three days and it feels like he’s been here for three 
years,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said Friday. “That’s how he’s fit in 
here. The demeanor, the confidence that he carries, it fits well in our 
room.” 

Over the first few days of training camp, Lightning veterans have spoken 
a lot about the hunger they still have after winning the Stanley Cup in 
back-to-back years. They welcome a larger bull’s-eye on their backs. 
After accomplishing what few teams do, they have every reason to 
believe there is more to celebrate. 

“Obviously they’re pretty tight, right?” Bellemare said. “And winning two 
Cups will make you pretty tight.” 

But when you talk about being hungry, Bellemare fits the bill. From the 
time he began playing hockey at the age of 6, he faced an uphill climb. 
He grew up in France, where the sport takes a back seat to soccer, 
tennis and cycling. He was an NHL rookie at the age of 29, only after 
proving himself playing pro hockey in Sweden for eight seasons. 

Bellemare is far from a household name. He’s never been a top-six 
forward in the league, but he’s done a lot of the dirty work well: playing 
the penalty kill, stopping pucks, dedicating to the forecheck and hustling 
to the play. And his teams — whether in France, Sweden or the NHL — 
often landed in the postseason. 

So why not come to a Lightning team that’s played the most postseason 
games over the past two seasons and won the final game in both? 
Bellemare may be 36, but he comes to the Lightning’s veteran-laden 
team with the eagerness of a rookie. 

“I’m an older player, obviously, but I will play until the day I stop learning,” 
Bellemare said. “And coming to this organization, I feel like I’m going to 
be able to learn something new every day, and this is why I love the 
game.” 

“This team doesn’t need first-line scoring, so I won’t take that spot,” he 
joked. 

Bellemare likely will play on the Lightning’s fourth line, and he’ll play a big 
role in helping Tampa Bay rebuild its penalty kill unit. Bellemare, who 
signed a two-year deal with the Lightning in late July, has quickly made 
an impression on his new team with his work ethic. 

Cooper already has singled out Bellemare multiple times for being one of 
the quickest players on the ice, saying he is skating like he is 26. And 
Bellemare’s dedication to early work isn’t going unnoticed by younger 
players. 

“Everyone can tell why everywhere he goes, people like him,” forward 
Mathieu Joseph said. “His work ethic is undeniable, and if you want to 
replace guys like our third line that we had last year, Belley brings that 
every night and every practice.” 

Bellemare is just one of seven French-born and trained NHL players. 
Growing up he had a difficult time convincing his family and teachers that 
making a career out of hockey was possible. His first team in the South 
of France practiced just once a week, so when his family moved north 
outside Paris, he was able to play on a team that staged three practices 
a week. 

But it still wasn’t enough to convince those around him he could play 
professionally. Bellemare’s mother, Frederique, made sure her son 
finished school and had a plan after hockey. 

“They thought this was just a hobby, because at the end of the day, out 
of 100 players, nobody makes it,” Bellemare said. “...So I don’t blame 
them.” 

Bellemare played for the Rouen Dragons in the top men’s pro League in 
France as a 17-year-old. He spent five seasons there before pursuing a 
bigger challenge in Sweden. Away from France for the first time, he 
learned Swedish, then played in the country’s second-tier league before 
joining the Swedish Elite League, where he went to four finals and won 
back-to-back championships in his final two seasons in 2013-14 with 
Skellefteå AIK. 
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He signed a free-agent deal with the Flyers after that, played in Philly for 
three seasons — proving to be a durable, hard-working defenseman — 
until Vegas plucked Bellemare in the expansion draft. He spent the past 
two seasons with Colorado. He’s made it to the postseason in five of his 
past six seasons, including a trip to the final with the Golden Knights in 
their inaugural season in 2017-18. 

Now he hopes to go one step farther alongside teammates who knows 
what it’s like to raise the Stanley Cup. 

“It’s a great group of guys,” Bellemare said. “There’s no surprise why 
they just won back to back. It’s fun to watch the dedication of the team 
right away. I’m happy with my decision.” 
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Lightning’s Taylor Raddysh feels ready to make the jump to NHL 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 

 

BRANDON — Lightning forward Taylor Raddysh could argue that this 
season’s training camp is the most important one of his career to date. 

Drafted in the second round in 2016, the 6-foot-3, 198-pound wing has 
spent the past three seasons with AHL affiliate Syracuse Crunch (totaling 
49 goals and 61 assists in 159 games). Now Raddysh feels ready for the 
next step in his career: an NHL roster spot. 

With the summer departures of players like Tyler Johnson, Blake 
Coleman, Barclay Goodrow and Yanni Gourde, Raddysh sees an 
opportunity for a bottom-six roster spot. 

While with the Crunch, Raddysh focused on dropping some weight to 
improve his speed. Since last season’s camp in January 2021, he has 
lost 11 pounds. 

“The speed of the game’s just so fast,” Raddysh said. “For me to make 
that change was a big help.” 

In a perfect world, coach Jon Cooper would have been able to get 
Raddysh into his first NHL game last season. 

“He was one guy I wish we could have got in,” Cooper said. “But because 
of salary cap implications and things like that, we couldn’t. And he’s paid 
his dues.” 

When Cooper watches Raddysh play, he’s reminded of Ross Colton’s 
journey from the minors to his NHL debut back in February and the 
progression that followed (culminating with a milestone, Stanley Cup-
clinching goal against the Canadiens). 

“(Raddysh) hasn’t quite gotten (his shot) yet, but if this is any indication, 
he’ll have every opportunity now,” Cooper said. “He looks poised and 
ready both physically and mentally to take the next step, and now it’s up 
to him.” 

Others at camp have noticed a change in Raddysh’s game, too. 

Colton, who played with Raddysh for two years in Syracuse, said it easily 
could have been Raddysh instead of him playing last season in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Colton said Raddysh’s “unbelievable shot” and knack for scoring help 
him stand out on the ice. 

Center Anthony Cirelli said Raddysh has put in the work to help ensure 
he’s ready for the big leagues. 

“He’s grown a lot and his game is faster, (he’s) stronger on the puck, 
(he’s) winning battles…,” Cirelli said. “Playing against him here, he’s 

looking really good. He’s come a long way and it really helps us push 
each other.” 

And it makes sense. Last season, Raddysh spent much of his time 
around the Lightning on the taxi squad. He saw first-hand what it takes to 
make it, and win, in this league. 

“That was cool just to be able to be a part of it and just to see their 
everyday lives in the playoffs and being there the whole ride ... was a 
great experience,” Raddysh said. 

In the offseason, Raddysh signed a three-year deal along with Syracuse 
teammate Boris Katchouk, who also is inching closer to an NHL role. 

“The challenge for young players, and it’s around the league, is that 
consistency, being good enough, being fit enough, being professional 
enough to bring it night in and night out,” general manager Julien 
BriseBois said at media day last week. 

And as the team’s first preseason game approaches Tuesday at 
Carolina, Raddysh knows the pressure is on. 

“These last couple of years in Syracuse, they gave me every opportunity 
to try to get better and I feel like I’ve used all my tools and the people 
around me to improve my game,” Raddysh said. “I feel like it’s taken a 
big step.” 
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LeBrun: Lightning GM Julien BriseBois signs extension; which NHL GMs 
could be next? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Sep 28, 2021  

  

Doug Armstrong and Pierre Dorion both signed contract extensions this 
month which now has been followed with rather significant GM news out 
of Tampa. 

Lightning owner Jeff Vinik made it clear to our Joe Smith earlier this 
month that GM Julien BriseBois, entering the final year of his deal, was 
going nowhere. 

And Vinik has delivered on that. 

As I also reported on TSN’s Insider Trading on Tuesday, when I asked if 
BriseBois had signed an extension because I had heard rumblings of it, 
the Lightning owner responded: 

“I can confirm Julien is under contract beyond this year,” Vinik said to me 
Tuesday, later adding: “We have agreed upon an extension.” 

Not that anyone should be surprised. BriseBois loves it in Tampa — he’s 
always said as much — and his team has just won the Stanley Cup twice 
in a row. Why in the world would he want to leave? And why would Vinik 
want to even contemplate change there? 

But it’s news that will resonate in Montreal no doubt, where some people 
were wondering about BriseBois as a potential option if for whatever 
reason Marc Bergevin wasn’t signed to an extension. 

It’s not to say that BriseBois won’t return home one day years from now 
to be the GM of his hometown team, but it won’t be in the near future. 

More on Bergevin in a moment. 

I suspect you’ll see a few more GM extensions over the coming weeks. 

The sense I get is that the pandemic froze some contract negotiations 
with team executives over the past year with owners taking in little 
revenue and wanting to get a better grasp of the financial landscape 
before moving forward. With fans back in the building this season and the 
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business of hockey inching toward more normalcy, some front office 
deals will start to get done in earnest and we’ve already seen a few as 
noted above. 

But for the moment, I can’t recall in the past having a handful of GMs 
entering the final year of their respective contracts even with BriseBois, 
Armstrong and Dorion off the board. 

Now, figuring out GM contract details is like trying to break into Fort 
Knox. You see, the GMs aren’t organized like coaches; they don’t have 
their own association or share nearly as much contract info with each 
other as the coaches do. But I also think it’s about GMs being one step 
closer to ownership on the food chain. There’s a delicate balance there. 

But I did my best. It took a little digging via sources around the league but 
as best as I can tell, here are some GMs entering the final year of their 
deal (which is not to say there aren’t others): 

Marc Bergevin, Montreal 

Don Sweeney, Boston 

Bob Murray, Anaheim 

Don Waddell, Carolina 

Rob Blake, Los Angeles 

Obviously, there’s been much speculation on Bergevin’s future. 

After seeing his team reach the Stanley Cup Final, it is rather interesting 
that we’re on the eve of the NHL season and he remains without a 
contract extension. 

Here’s my understanding of things: Bergevin and Habs owner Geoff 
Molson have had talks about the GM’s future dating back to last January. 
I think they spoke again in March. I believe Molson made an extension 
offer to Bergevin in July. Obviously, it didn’t lead to a deal. Read into that 
what you will. The two of them continue to talk. 

But it goes without saying, I’m not sure either guy thought they would still 
be here without closure with puck drop around the corner. So it’s a 
situation that bears watching to be sure. 

If I had to bet, I say it still gets done. 

If not, it gets rather interesting. I’m not sure it’s as simple as saying, well 
Bergevin can just run out the final year of this deal and pretend it’s 
business as usual. If for whatever reason he doesn’t soon sign an 
extension, and this drags on, would he feel comfortable signing players 
like Ben Chiarot (UFA) or Nick Suzuki (RFA) to extensions over the 
coming months if he’s not sure he’s GM after this year? Maybe Bergevin 
would feel that’s not fair to the next GM if he doesn’t stick around? 

I mean, you can say that about any GM entering the final year of his deal 
but I think we can all agree it’s particularly paramount in a market like 
Montreal to have closure either way, sooner rather than later. 

With BriseBois no longer an option for the Habs in case Bergevin’s 
situation doesn’t get resolved, does Tampa AGM Mathieu Darche 
become a target? I would imagine he would be. 

But again, I still think Bergevin ends up getting extended. 

Waddell, meanwhile, is an interesting one. He’s done impactful work in 
Carolina both on the business side and building that roster. Owner Tom 
Dundon has said in the past that his president/GM has a job for life in 
Carolina. But the fact remains that Waddell will need a new deal after the 
season. 

I have to assume Sweeney will get signed in Boston. What’s not to like 
about his work in Boston with the Bruins a perennial contender? I 
suspect Sweeney gets extended sooner rather than later. 

And well, as the list above suggests, there are decisions to come at 
some point in Anaheim and Los Angeles. 

And like I said, these were simply the GMs on expiring deals I was able 
to confirm. I suspect there’s probably 2-3 more that I wasn’t able to 
unearth. 
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Juuse Saros still same old goalie for Nashville Predators except for 
mustache, tattoos 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Juuse Saros is growing up. 

The Nashville Predators goalie has the not-as-bad-as-it-was mustache to 
prove it. Saros hinted that the fuzz above his lip might just be as 
permanent as the two tattoos he got on his lower right arm this summer, 
one of which is a portrait of his dog, Kesa, which means "summer" in 
Finnish. 

"It's not going away any time soon," the 26-year-old said of the 
mustache. 

Neither is Saros, who emerged the last two seasons as the team's top 
goalie, finally wrestling the spot from his mentor and good friend, Pekka 
Rinne, who retired this summer. 

His play propelled the Predators from the playoff longshots in March to 
playoff team by May. Earned him Vezina considerations, something he 
never considered as a kid whose dreams consisted of merely playing in 
the NHL. 

He spent three seasons as the team's backup, all the while absorbing all 
he could from Rinne, who won the Vezina in 2018. 

If nothing else, Saros has proven patience can pay off. He signed a four-
year, $20 million extension during the offseason after having his best 
season. 

"Juuse gives our team a chance to win in every game he plays," general 
manager David Poile said this summer. 

He spent eight straight hours in a chair in Finland getting his dog tattooed 
on him - "I love her, pretty much," he said when asked why he decided 
on a tattoo of his dog - and another six in a row when the big eye was 
permanently put on his body. 

Now, lots of eyes will be on Saros, who, for the first time is without his 
wingman. He set career highs in starts (35), wins (21), save% (.927) and 
goals-against average (2.28) last season when he and Rinne reversed 
roles. 

"Ever since I've been here, he's been here," Saros said of Rinne. "A little 
different. He's not there to look after me all the time." 

Not much else has changed with Saros. He still speaks softly and carries 
a goalie stick.  

He still stands with his teammates during the national anthem. 

He was on his hands and knees cleaning up stray pucks Tuesday during 
training camp at Centennial Sportsplex. 

He's also working on building a relationship with his new backup, David 
Rittich. 

"It's always important, like with any other teammates," Saros said. "He 
seems like a really nice guy, funny guy. I've been here for a few years, so 
that helps." 

Not that Rinne's absence has been lost on the team. 

"He's a great personality; he has a presence," coach John Hynes said of 
Rinne. "You see the difference with him not being on the ice right away 
because he's been here for so long. That takes a little bit of adjustment." 
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An adjustment Hynes is confident Saros will handle with splendor, in his 
own way. 

"(Saros) isn't overly vocal," Hynes said. "He has a different confidence 
level about him; he's mature. He understands it's his team. He's not the 
backup anymore. What's probably most sincere is I think he really knows 
he earned it. (Saros) was in the last two years in a maturation process. 
There's a track record behind that confidence. It's well-deserved." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Auston Matthews returns to Maple Leafs practice: ‘The 
sky’s the limit’ 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – A jolt of excitement shot through Toronto Maple Leafs 
headquarters Tuesday as Auston Matthews joined team practice for the 
first time since training camp opened. 

Still recovering from August’s wrist surgery, the reigning Rocket Richard 
champ had been skating regularly on his own, toiling away in the gym 
and, since Friday, handling pucks on an empty sheet. 

But the centre’s debut in rush, backchecking and shooting drills was a 
welcome sight. 

“You always feel a little bit left out when you're not with the group and 
injured,” Jason Spezza explained. “It's a tough feeling as an athlete, so 
the sooner we get him back into the mix — even if he's not full participant 
but just part of the group — I think will help him. 

“He takes the game very seriously. He spends a lot of time on his craft. 
He's always working on different things. You can tell he's come with 
some things that he's been focusing on here through the summer, and he 
looks great off the ice, and we're excited to see him on the ice.” 

Matthews left the hour-long morning practice early, after about 25 
minutes of work, enough time to slip more than a couple pucks past Jack 
Campbell. 

“Yeah, I love that. He's that player that he is, and he's that leader in our 
group too, so it's always great to have him back on the ice,” Rasmus 
Sandin beamed. 

“Even though he wasn't on the whole practice, he looked really good. I 
never get surprised with how many goals he scores during practice, even 
though this was his first practice with the team.” 

Maple Leafs get big boost from having Matthews back at practice 

Spezza notes that off-season injuries are easier on players because they 
don’t feel as much urgency to rush recovery and jump back into action. 

To that end, the organization isn't placing a definitive timeline on its 
superstar's return. 

The Maple Leafs are “very confident” their MVP is on track to dress 
Opening Night, Oct. 13, and have not ruled out squeezing him into an 
exhibition game next week. That would be a bonus. 

For now, the sniper is avoiding contact drills and ramping toward taking 
faceoffs and putting his usual torque on his wristers. 

Matthews, 24, will enter 2021-22 hot off consecutive 40-goal campaigns 
and, if healthy, should topple Rick Vaive’s franchise record for most goals 
in a single season (54). 

He has set personal goals for himself — 50? 60? — that choses to keep 
private. 

Nothing would shock Matthews' teammates, who watched him rip 41 in 
52 games last winter despite a nagging bone bruise in his wrist that 
hindered his greatest weapon. 

No big deal. Matthews found a way to beat goalies on rebounds, tips and 
dekes instead. 

"He didn't play many games where he was feeling 100 per cent and yet 
still was incredible," coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

"It's exciting to know that he's going to be feeling better when he gets 
back on the ice and playing for real again." 

“What's really impressive, especially battling the injury last year, is his 
ability to adapt his game. Obviously, he has such a unique shot and 
release,” Maple Leafs captain John Tavares said. 

“But his ability to adjust and adapt when that's not always going to be 
available to him [and] find ways to produce in different ways is such a key 
factor why he's just so consistent and so dangerous.” 

Spezza believes Matthews, who posted a career-best plus-21 rating, 
reached another level in terms of his defensive commitment and 
competitiveness last season. 

Still, there is a higher tier for the Hart Trophy runner-up to hit. 

“The sky's the limit for Auston. I think he's a guy that can be the best 
player in the game. He's dominant both sides of the puck. He does a lot 
of great things even when he doesn't score goals, and I think that's 
something that gets lost a little bit,” Spezza said. 

“How well he tracks pucks, how hard he is to play against, how good he 
is when we have a lead. And he's just a big man that covers a lot ice, so 
he does a lot of great things.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL investigating Evander Kane for possible league 
COVID protocol violation 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

When the NHL announced last week that an investigation cleared 
Evander Kane of allegations he’d gambled on league games, it revealed 
two new inquiries were underway. 

According to an NHL.com story, the first involves “serious accusations 
relating to his past behaviour toward Ms. Kane and the other involving 
allegations of inappropriate behaviour potentially jeopardizing the health 
and safety of Club members.” 

Sadly, the Kanes’ divorce has played out very publicly, with serious 
accusations levelled by both parties. According to multiple sources, the 
second investigation involves a possible violation of NHL COVID 
protocols. The details of any possible violation being investigated are 
unknown at this time. 

Kane did not respond to multiple requests for comment on the 
investigations. A representative for Kane’s attorney said there would be 
no comment. The NHL, NHLPA and San Jose Sharks also declined to 
comment. 

Under new protocols unveiled by the NHL and NHLPA earlier this month, 
there are no specific punishments listed for violations. In January 2021, 
Washington’s Alexander Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Dmirty Orlov and 
Ilya Samsonov were placed on the NHL's COVID inactive list and missed 
four games for “social interactions among team members who were in 
close contact and not wearing face coverings” during a road trip. The 
team was fined $100,000. 

The NHL’s health and safety measures for the 2021-22 season cover a 
large number of protocols. 

At this time, there is no known timetable for either investigation to 
conclude. The Sharks announced last week that the organization and 
Kane “agreed” he will not participate in training camp until further notice. 
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Any claims that Kane did not comply with the NHL’s COVID protocols are 
unproven. 

San Jose opens the regular season Oct. 16 at home against Winnipeg. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kraken's Larsson ready for fresh start after losing father in 
Edmonton 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — “I’m in a really good place right now.” 

Adam Larsson was speaking over the phone from his new home in 
Seattle, but this wasn’t about fish markets and Starbucks. This was about 
life, recovery, and the moment that made it impossible for him to return to 
the Edmonton Oilers as a free agent this summer. 

“You learn to live with it,” he continued. “That’s the route you go, I think. 
You never stop thinking about it, but you learn to live with it. 

“It was a tough three years, and the memory still comes back. But I’m in 
a good place now, mentally.” 

Just 50 years old, Robert Larsson was a fit, former NHL draft pick and 
Swedish professional hockey player who had arrived in Edmonton with 
his wife to watch their son Adam play hockey. They checked into their 
hotel after a transcontinental flight from Sweden, and while Adam was on 
the practice ice with the Edmonton Oilers, Robert went out to stretch his 
legs. 

Minutes later, just a few blocks away inside Rogers Place arena, a coach 
skated over to Adam mid-practice, said very few words, and Adam was 
gone. His father had suffered a heart attack, and it was fatal. 

“It was tough on all of us. My family that were there when it happened. 
My sister, being there at that point,” said Larsson, who would spend the 
next few weeks arranging for his father to be flown home, then 
subsequently attending his funeral while trying to fulfill his duties on the 
Oilers blue line. 

Late that night Adam — then just 25 years old — posted on Instagram, 
“Dad. I love you. Always had. Always will.” 

Later that season, Larsson was selected as the Oilers nominee for the 
Bill Masterton Trophy. He said this to the Edmonton Journal’s Jim 
Matheson: 

“I think of my dad all the time, every hour, every minute. It’s going to take 
some time. I’m not going through this alone. My mom, my brother, my 
sister… So it’s not only my emotions that are important. When something 
like this happens you have to take care of your family.” 

If this tragedy had happened in New Jersey, the team that drafted him, or 
anywhere else, Larsson likely would be an Edmonton Oiler today. But the 
fates chose Edmonton as the place where Larsson’s family would suffer 
this deep and unexpected loss, and that was a big reason Larsson 
spurned the Oilers offers during free agency and chose Seattle instead. 

“It was tough to come back. That was a big factor, for sure,” he said. “It 
was a real tough decision, and I felt like I had to do it for my personal 
well-being. I feel like there was nowhere else to get a fresh start.” 

Larsson was not scheduled to play Tuesday night in Edmonton when the 
Kraken met the Oilers in preseason play. But being back in town 
reminded him of what he had been a part of. Of all the difficult years after 
being traded in a controversial deal for Taylor Hall, when the team’s 
talent level could seldom live up to outside expectations from fans and 
media. 

“I loved my time there. The guys, I made some lifelong friends there,” he 
said. “Even the negotiations… What Kenny (GM Holland) offered, it was 
really good. This was not about (money). It was about family. 

“I just wanted to make the right decision. It had nothing to do with 
money.” 

What if close friend Oscar Klefbom, whose shoulder injury has 
jeopardized his career, had still been an active player in Edmonton? 
Would that have made the decision to leave more difficult? 

“It’s tough to say,” Larsson allowed. “We all missed Klef when he was 
gone — he was such a big factor on the ice. And a great friend to me, 
coming into the team. 

“But that thing still happened. It would have been tough (to return). The 
same memories would apply.” 

So Larsson will take his hard-edge, abrasive and effective game to the 
Pacific Northwest, leaving behind a team that is, perhaps, finally ready to 
accomplish something again in Edmonton. It will be fun for him to play 
against the Oilers, and bittersweet should they get to where they’ve 
wanted to go for so long now. 

“They have so many good players, so many good people. I love all the 
coaches there,” Larsson said. “It’s not a surprise that they’re going in the 
right direction. 

“They are still super good friends who I wish all the best. Not against us, 
but I would be happy to see those guys be really successful.” 

His No. 6 is gone already as well, scooped up by Kris Russell, who lost 
his number when the team announced it would retire the No. 4 in honour 
of Kevin Lowe. 

Larsson smiled when told that Russell had usurped his uniform number. 

“If there was one guy I would let have it,” he said, “it would be him.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oliver Ekman-Larsson off to strong start with Canucks 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – It will be years before we know if the Vancouver 
Canucks’ $43.6-million bet on Oliver Ekman-Larsson is a prudent one. 
But if you offered to refund the wager after one week of training camp, 
the Canucks would let it ride. 

In his first pre-season game since July’s blockbuster trade from Arizona, 
Ekman-Larsson looked like the defenceman the Canucks want and not 
the one whose huge salary the Coyotes were eager to dump. 

The 30-year-old played fast and physically in Monday’s 4-2 win against 
the Calgary Flames in Abbotsford, B.C. 

Ekman-Larsson keyed a Canucks power play that scored twice and he 
drew two assists, including on Tanner Pearson’s even-strength goal in 
the third period after the defenceman stepped up aggressively in the 
neutral zone to force a turnover. 

But more than Ekman-Larsson’s skating and passing skills were on 
display. After getting hit early by Brett Ritchie, then cross-checked by 
Dillon Dube, the Canuck was engaged physically. He ran over Byron 
Froese in the second period and, generally, appeared to be involved in 
the play whenever he was on the ice. 

“I really thought he took charge tonight,” Vancouver coach Travis Green 
said. “He played with a lot of energy. He had a lot of bite in his game, too, 
which you always like.” 

Remaining Time -3:38 

What the Canucks' biggest concern is not having Pettersson & Hughes at 
camp 
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Conor Garland, the speedy, buzzsaw winger whose availability from the 
Coyotes convinced the Canucks to take on Ekman-Larsson, was also 
excellent. He scored a goal that followed a deft toe-drag around Dube, 
but also made plays in the defensive zone and in traffic near the boards. 

Garland wasn’t surprised by what he saw from Ekman-Larsson. 

“He looks really good,” Garland said. “It's nice to see how fast he's 
playing, and he's moving the puck so well, and how physical he is. He 
looks really engaged. He looks like the Oliver I know. 

“He was my captain (in Arizona) and anytime he threw a hit, he used to 
get our team really fired up. In the pre-season, to see him playing that 
way, I think it engaged a lot of guys even more. I'm excited for him and 
I'm excited for the team because that's a really good defenceman back 
there.” 

Ekman-Larsson and Tucker Poolman, signed as a free agent from the 
Winnipeg Jets, are the Canucks’ No. 1 defence pairing. 

The Hamonic mystery 

The actual “biggest surprise” of training camp? Defenceman Travis 
Hamonic’s mysterious situation has turned into an off-ice story to rival the 
absence of unsigned Canuck free agents Elias Pettersson and Quinn 
Hughes. 

Re-signed to a two-year, $6-million free-agent contract in July and 
expected to play a top-four role as Hughes’ defence partner, Hamonic 
decided not to attend training camp for what the Canucks are calling 
“personal reasons” after general manager Jim Benning stated last 
Wednesday that the 31-year-old would be in Abbotsford. Apparently, 
circumstances changed after Benning’s pre-camp press conference, and 
Hamonic remains home in Manitoba. 

Benning also stated that the Canucks would be “100 per cent” vaccinated 
before their season-opener on Oct. 13. Neither the team nor player has 
said anything about Hamonic’s vaccination status. 

Hamonic has until this Friday to opt-out of the National Hockey League’s 
third pandemic season. If he does so, the Canucks can eliminate the first 
season of his two-year contract or push the entire agreement back a 
year. Either way, the Canucks would save Hamonic’s full $3-million-US 
cap hit. 

But things could get messy if Hamonic doesn’t opt out and isn’t 
vaccinated. In theory, he is entitled to play. But that isn’t happening in 
Vancouver. Benning’s vaccination statement was unequivocal. 
Vaccination passports are also in effect in British Columbia, and are 
required at Rogers Arena. 

The Canucks could assign Hamonic to their minor-league team (although 
he wouldn’t be allowed to play for Abbotsford, either, if unvaccinated) to 
save up to $1.125-million on his cap hit, and then further reduce his 
charge by suspending him when circumstances allow. Under protocols 
negotiated between the league and its Players’ Association, a player who 
is unable to travel or otherwise be available to practise or play due to 
vaccination guidelines can be suspended without pay. 

However this plays out, it appears the Canucks could be without one of 
their key defencemen this season. 

What about Hughes? 

As for the defenceman who is vital, Hughes, the plot-twist on Hamonic 
has the possibility of further hampering contract talks between the 
Canucks and their star free agents. Vancouver has about $16-million of 
available cap space, and this figure has influenced contract discussions 
all summer because agent Pat Brisson, who represents both Hughes and 
Pettersson, has to figure out how to divide the money between his 
clients. 

Brisson can’t hit a home run for one if it means striking out on the other. 
But if he waits until Friday, there may suddenly be another $3-million 
available. 

The good news on D 

What was confirmed through the Canucks’ first two pre-season games is 
that 22-year-old defenceman Jack Rathbone is above the battle at the 

bottom fringe of the lineup and should make the team after an impressive 
eight-game cameo at the end of last season. 

Sure, the five-foot-10 blue-liner needs to continue to work on his 
defensive game. But he engages physically and plays bigger than his 
size. There has never been much doubt that Rathbone has the speed 
and puck skills to play, and his composure and ability with the puck were 
obvious in Monday’s win against the Flames and Sunday’s 5-3 loss to the 
Seattle Kraken in Spokane, Wash. 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Preseason Highlights: Canucks 4, Flames 2 

It was also revealing that Rathbone was elevated on Monday to a pairing 
with veteran Tyler Myers, who practised in training camp last week with 
Olli Juolevi. Clearly, Rathbone is now ahead of Juolevi, who played 
Monday alongside prospect Jet Woo and might still make the NHL roster. 

Chase on 

Winger Alex Chiasson’s audition with the Canucks has started well. 

Chiasson, who spent the last three seasons with the Edmonton Oilers, 
for whom he had a successful professional tryout in 2018, was given the 
chance to play Monday with Bo Horvat and Tanner Pearson. The 30-
year-old looked like a capable NHL winger and provided experience and 
net-front presence on Vancouver’s power play. He finished plus-one and 
drew an assist while jamming the net on J.T. Miller’s goal. 

“I saw the lineup yesterday and the opportunity today to play with Bo and 
Pearse,” Chiasson said late Monday. “Those two guys just play the game 
the right way. It's easy to play with them. I think Bo is really underrated, 
just the way he plays. He's always well-positioned. 

“I've bet on myself three times so far (on PTOs), and I've come out on the 
right side of it. It's not always been easy. Sometimes you leave and you 
don't know where you're heading and how long you're going for. But I 
think I've learned as time goes -- this is my 10th year in the league -- go 
one day at a time and just try to show what I'm capable of doing. I 
thought tonight was a step in the right direction.” 

The Canucks would be Chiasson’s sixth team. He has played 564 NHL 
games. 
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TSN.CA / New peak performance coach helps Leafs sharpen mental 
game 

Toronto Maple Leafs players, coaches and management bemoaned a 
lack of killer instinct following their playoff collapse against the Montreal 
Canadiens last season. Enter life coach, motivational speaker and 
executive consultant Greg Harden who is tasked with helping everyone in 
the organization "be at their best in moments when pressure comes,” 
Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated in two groups at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s preseason game against the Senators in Ottawa. 

Players, coaches and management bemoaned a lack of killer instinct 
following Toronto's playoff collapse against Montreal last season. Enter 
Greg Harden. The life coach, motivational speaker and executive 
consultant has been added to the Leafs staff as a peak performance 
coach.  

General manager Kyle Dubas says Harden will help everyone in the 
organization "be at their best in moments when pressure comes." 

Harden started working at the University of Michigan in 1986 as a 
student-athlete counsellor. Legendary football coach Bo Schembechler 
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initially brought him in after hearing about the work Harden was doing in 
the community. Since then, Harden has mentored star athletes like Tom 
Brady, Desmond Howard, Jalen Rose and Michael Phelps. 

"You don't really hire somebody like Greg Harden," head coach Sheldon 
Keefe noted. "He decides whether or not he wants to come work with you 
and we were fortunate he decided to join us."  

After 34 years at Michigan where he served as associate athletic director 
and director of athletic counselling, Harden retired last year.  

"He's got great experience and comes in with a fresh voice, fresh set of 
eyes in terms of what's happening here," said Keefe. "He's a guy who will 
take his time to build relationships and let players know what he's about 
and how he can help. It's not just players, it's coaches as well, and all 
departments in our organization. He'll be in and out of town and he's a 
resource for everybody. Even from a distance, he's somebody that I can 
talk to or players can talk to." 

    While you're sittin around pondering what to do next. Think about 
someone who believed in you before you believed in yo'self. Then text 
'em, email 'em, hell call 'em and tell them they changed your life. 

    — Greg Harden (@RealGregHarden) April 9, 2020 

Harden has already made an impact on Leafs captain John Tavares, who 
experienced a traumatic injury in last year's playoffs.  

"Greg's been great in my recovery and getting back going here and my 
frame of mind," Tavares revealed. "He has a tremendous background 
and expertise. He's had a lot of success with a lot of teams and a lot of 
players, many different sports, many different levels, so looking forward 
to his insight and how he can better us as people and a group."  

This will be a challenging season for the Leafs, who are looking to 
exorcise playoff demons while the pandemic rages on and the NHL 
returns to a gruelling 82-game schedule. Harden will be a big help. 

"He's a straight shooter," said veteran forward Jason Spezza. "There's 
not a lot of beating around the bush. He's very direct and I enjoy talking 
to people like that. He can help us work through some of the sludge of 
the season that you get stuck in." 

Harden's favourite phrase is: "Control the controllables." He has those 
words on his desk in a frame.  

"As a player, you know, sometimes you get in your own mind," said gritty 
winger Wayne Simmonds, "and sometimes it's hard to get yourself out of 
it. When you have a professional helping you navigate the way through 
the mental game, it makes it easier."  

'Good butterflies': Tavares clears hurdle in return from traumatic injury 

In his first game since sustaining a scary injury in last season’s playoffs, 
John Tavares looked like his old self. The Leafs captain, who told coach 
Sheldon Keefe he wanted to play the opening pre-season game, scored 
on the power play and received a warm reception from the fans at 
Scotiabank Arena. "I’d be lying if I said it was normal pre-season," 
Tavares said. "Definitely some good butterflies." 

--- 

Auston Matthews returned to practice on Tuesday. The star centre, who 
is recovering from off-season wrist surgery, skated with teammates for 
about 25 minutes, but left before the contact drills. And Matthews still isn't 
firing his shot like usual.  

"In terms of him really pushing it with the shot and the torque that's 
associated with it, that's something that he's going to build toward and 
that's what he's going through now," said Keefe. "He looked good to me 
out there in terms of how he was moving and I know he was excited to be 
out on the ice with some of his teammates." 

The expectation is that Matthews will follow a similar routine the rest of 
this week. There's still no timeline for his return to game action.  

While the surgery has disrupted his ramp-up program, the hope is it will 
actually help Matthews build on his Rocket-Richard-Trophy-winning year.  

"It was an amazing season he had," Keefe said, "and knowing that he 
didn't play many games where he was feeling 100 per cent, it's exciting 

to know that he's going to be feeling better when he gets back on the ice 
and playing for real again." 

Insider Trading: Will Matthews be ready for opening night? 

New TSN Hockey Insider Chris Johnston joins Pierre LeBrun and Darren 
Dreger for his first edition of Insider Trading, as they discuss Auston 
Matthews' status for opening night, the future of female officials in the 
NHL, Habs GM Marc Bergevin's contract in Montreal, the potential of 
fans attending the World Juniors and more. 

The NHL is instructing officials to apply a stricter enforcement standard 
for cross-checking this season. Will this benefit the Leafs? 

"We think so," Keefe said. "Whether it's cross-checking or any of the 
other rules, if they're called at a high standard and it's consistent, that 
would benefit any team with high-end talent. It benefits the league and 
benefits the game. We'll have to see how that plays out and players will 
need to adjust. Certainly, we would like to have more power-play 
opportunities if they're warranted." 

    2021-22 Rule Interpretation: Rule 59 - Cross-checking 

    For the 2021-22 season there will be a tighter standard of enforcement 
for Rule 59 - Cross-checking. 

    Find more in the NHL Video Rulebook: https://t.co/HJ93BdTp5f 
pic.twitter.com/H95yTcr4M3 

    — NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) September 24, 2021 

The Leafs are 29th in power-play opportunities over the last four 
seasons.  

"I guess it could help us," Simmonds said. "It could help other teams. I'm 
more looking for consistency. Make sure you're calling it by the book. 
Sometimes you hear they'll clamp down on things and as the season 
gets going, the longer we go, they kind of loosen up on it. You got to be 
consistent through the whole 82-game schedule and especially the 
playoffs." 

Simmonds, who spends a lot of time around the net in the offensive 
zone, cracked a smile when first asked about the planned crackdown.  

"It'll be nice," he said. "I've made a living taking lumber to the back. To be 
honest with you, I don't see how they'll be able to do it [for plays] in front 
of the net. It's just part of the game and just happens sometimes. The 
egregious ones, yeah, but sometimes there's just posturing there and the 
player on offence can use it as well." 

Keefe thinks cross-check crackdown will benefit Leafs 

With the NHL indicating it will crack down on cross-checking, Leafs' head 
coach Sheldon Keefe believes it will be a benefit for any team with high-
end talent while simultaneously benefiting the league and the game itself. 
Keefe will gladly welcome the increase in play with the man advantage 
and will need to make sure the team's powerplay is at it's best. 

--- 

Rasmus Sandin likes the way he's started training camp.  

"It's been good," the 21-year-old defenceman said. "Over the summer, I 
developed my body so it's been a good couple days so far. I've been 
getting older so hopefully that will help, too. I feel stronger and faster and 
more developed in my body overall."  

Sandin trained in the summer with teammate and fellow Swede William 
Nylander. Did he pick Nylander's brain at all about taking the next step in 
his development? 

"I'm not trying to take as much from his brain, to be honest," Sandin said 
with a grin. "I'm trying to develop my own and be the Rasmus way."  

--- 

Lines at Tuesday's practices:  

GROUP 1 

Bunting - Tavares - Spezza  

Nylander - Kerfoot - Ho-Sang  
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Robertson - Amadio - Gabriel  

Clune - Abramov - Gogolev  

Muzzin - Liljegren  

Kral - Brodie  

Sandin - Biega  

Duszak - Hollowell  

Campbell  

Kallgren 

GROUP 2 

Ritchie - Marner - Mikheyev 

Brooks - Semyonov - Simmonds  

Gusev - Kampf - Kase 

Seney - Douglas - Anderson  

Rielly - Dermott 

Dahlstrom - Holl 

Rubins - Menell 

Kivihalme - Villenueve  

Mrazek  

Hutchinson  

Injured: Matthews, Engvall, Der-Arguchintsev, Woll, Scott 
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TSN.CA / Matthews makes return to practice 

Maple Leafs centre took part in a portion of team’s on-ice session for the 
first time since undergoing wrist surgery, Kristen Shilton writes. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Auston Matthews’ wrist isn’t 100 per cent just yet. But it’s 
starting to look like it’s getting close. 

The Maple Leafs’ centre made his return to practice on Tuesday for the 
first time since undergoing wrist surgery last month. Matthews had been 
frustrated by the injury throughout last season, but it didn’t stop him from 
pumping in 41 goals to win the Rocket Richard Trophy.  

So, it was hardly headline news to teammates when Matthews was back 
to his old tricks so soon after the Aug. 13 operation.  

“Never get surprised with how many goals he scores during practice,” 
said Rasmus Sandin on Tuesday. “Even when this was his first practice 
with the team. I love that. He's that [talented] player he is, he’s that leader 
in our group. He looked really good. It was fun to have him back out 
there.” 

Matthews started the morning in usual fashion, working one-on-one with 
skills development coach Darryl Belfry. He was focused on puck handling 
and shooting from in tight, a progression from last week where he was 
just beginning to fire pucks again.  

Once that was done, Matthews took part in the first 30 minutes of 
Toronto’s on-ice session, leaving right before they began contact drills. 

The 23-year-old didn’t speak with media afterward, but the positive step 
in his recovery was well-received by those who have watched Matthews 
work through adversity. 

“It’s just [a credit to] his diligence,” said Jason Spezza. “He takes the 
game very seriously. He spends a lot of time on his craft, he's always 
working on different things. You can tell he's come [into the season] with 
some things that he's been focusing on here through the summer and he 
looks great off the ice and we're excited to see him on the ice.” 

Matthews didn’t go into the off-season anticipating surgery. When 
Toronto was ousted from the first round of the playoffs in May, he 
expected the extra downtime would allow his wrist a chance to heal. 
When he still felt uncomfortable in late summer, a second consultation 
with doctors suggested going under the knife was Matthews’ best way 
forward. 

There is no timeline at this point as to when Matthews might be cleared 
for contact, or whether getting into any of the Leafs’ four remaining 
exhibition games is realistic. 

The only goal is that Matthews is ready when Toronto opens its season 
against Montreal on Oct. 13. Spezza believes Matthews has given 
himself a great shot at making that happen.  

“It’s probably why he chose to have the surgery when he did, so he could 
give himself ample time to get back,” Spezza said. “[If you do it] in-
season, sometimes you push the envelope a little more, trying to get 
back quicker. So, they're going to make sure that he's taking the right 
steps. But you always feel a little bit left out when you're not with the 
group and it's a tough feeling as an athlete. So, the sooner we get him 
back in the mix, it’ll help.” 

There’s no question the Leafs need Matthews at his best to achieve their 
collective ambitions this year. Not only is the 23-year-old coming off a 
Rocket Richard win, but he was also Toronto’s first finalist for the Hart 
Trophy in 66 years (that award ultimately went to Connor McDavid). 

The wrist problem forced Matthews to miss four games in 2020-21, but 
he still ranked second on the team in points (66) and averaged the 
second-most ice time among forwards (21:33).  

While Matthews’ overall numbers were impressive, Spezza noticed how 
Matthews emerged as a complete player.  

“I thought last year, he went to another level in terms of just 
competitiveness and wanting to be the guy every night, wanting to have 
the tough matchups,” Spezza said. “And I think he's going to go to even 
another level where he gets even more confident in that. Just being able 
to handle the minutes he plays and being as consistent as he is, I think 
that's just a testament to how serious he takes things in his preparation 
and just [how he’s] the whole package.” 

Granted, Matthews will need a few more full practices under his belt 
before anyone can assess where he’s really at post-surgery. But given 
Matthews accomplished what he did last season while struggling with his 
wrist, it sets a high bar for what he can get done this year with that 
problem taken care of. 

“The sky's the limit for him,” said John Tavares. “I know he just wants to 
continue to improve and not rest on what's made him successful. But I 
think what's really impressive, especially battling the injury last year, is 
just his ability to adapt his game. He has such a unique shot and release 
and his ability to adjust and adapt when that's not always going to be 
available to him is such a key factor why he's just so consistent and so 
dangerous.” 
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