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Hurricanes’ goalie split, center depth and Metropolitan Division predictions: Bag of Jerks 

By Sara Civian  

The Hurricanes’ first preseason game is in the rearview, and 
overreaction SZN is well underway. 

Y’all didn’t disappoint with your first batch of questions in a 
season that will be full of them. 

Let’s answer what we can — and ruminate on what we can’t 
— before the puck drops on Oct. 14. 

Note: Questions may be edited for clarity, length and style. 

1. What’s a consensus opinion in the national media about 
the Canes with which you disagree? (Why?) 
2. What’s something about the division you’ve changed your 
mind on after last season? 
3. What something you’re confident will happen to the team 
and/or a player but would (secretly) be happy if it did not? — 
Robert H. 

Wow, Robert H. really put his thinking cap on with the most 
creative series of questions in this batch. I sort of feel like I’m 
on that “73 questions with Vogue” series. 

1. I disagree with the binary philosophy many national media 
members seem to have with the Canes, which obviously 
stems from their ignorance of the market and not covering 
the team enough in general. It’s like they’re either team 
“Look at these fun-loving bunch of jerks! Wow! They’re 
racking up the jokes on social media!” or team “Look at this 
destitute franchise that disrespects the integrity game at 
every chance possible.” 

It seems like a lot of the national media (in particular, the 
Canadian media) tries to put this team in some pre-
determined box — terrible or amazing — when they’ve never 
even been here. It’s the kind of thing that actually influenced 
Marc Bergevin to tender the inexpensive Sebastian Aho 
sheet in the first place. It seems like certain stereotypes 
about the Canes are ingrained and perpetuated as fact. It’s 
annoying that Chip Alexander, Cory Lavalette and the rest of 
the Hurricanes media can report a fact, then the national 
media seems to ignore the facts and cling to the narratives. 

*Exhales* 

Wait, were you talking about opinions about the actual team? 
OK. I think Alex Nedeljkovic will be a good NHL goalie, but I 
understand why the Hurricanes wanted to go a different 
direction for their No. 1 — and no, it wasn’t about the money. 

2. Well, I thought the Flyers were a dark horse to win the 
Cup last year; now I wonder if they’ll make the playoffs. 
Seventh grade me (massive Bruins fan and budding 
defenseman) also can’t recover from Zdeno Chara jumping 

around the Metro. Please just retire and join the Bruins 
coaching staff. 

3. Just when we thought we’d have a normal schedule, the 
Olympics were waiting in the wings. I’m thrilled for anyone 
and everyone on the Canes who will make their respective 
rosters. I’m thrilled for all of the Finnish hockey fans that 
have become Hurricanes fans and will potentially get to see 
all those guys shine on the national stage once again. But I 
would secretly be a little happy if this was not happening and 
we got less of a condensed schedule. 

Your prediction for a breakout player for the year? — Biff Y. 

Hah, have you been following along with the news 
conferences where I keep asking? A few fun stories to come 
from that. 

I loved Rod Brind’Amour’s take — who’s to say an “older” 
guy can’t break out and get to that next level? But the 
Webster definition of “breakout” is “suddenly and extremely 
popular or successful,” so I’m going to have to go with the 
general consensus of Martin Necas with this one. 

What are you looking forward to the most this year? — 
Cassie F. 

How nice of you to ask, Cassie. I’m looking forward to getting 
back to those day-to-day interactions that don’t seem like a 
big deal at the time but add up to mean everything in 
retrospect. For example, I saw one of the PNC Arena 
security folks I used to regularly interact with at the game 
Tuesday, and he just screamed, “You’re alive!” I was thrilled 
just the same. 

I’m also looking forward to seeing what happens with this 
Hurricanes team. It’s been pretty easy to look at the roster 
the past two seasons and just say, “OK, this team is 
competitive and has a chance to advancing a few rounds in 
the playoffs.” We’ve felt comfortable making that assessment 
because not much has changed. 

This offseason has forced me to test my hockey personnel 
knowledge, institutional knowledge and instinct and form 
some opinions (see: the Nedeljkovic opinion above). 

I’m looking forward to seeing how far off I was and what it will 
teach me about the game. 

I have some questions regarding the center position. 
1. What do you think will happen if Jordan Staal and/or 
Vincent Trocheck (and/or Sebastian Aho of course) is out? 
Who is first in line for replacing? Jesperi Kotkaniemi? 
Necas? Jordan Martinook? Ryan Suzuki? 
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2. Please name, as you think, the four starting centers next 
season. No more Trocheck, for example? I understand it’s 
quite an impossible question but fun to know what you think. 
Thanks for great job! — Andréas Palm, Sweden 

Thank you for the question, Andréas, and I too have some 
questions regarding the center position. 

1. As morbid as it is to head into a season anticipating injury, 
that’s a huge part of any NHL front office’s job. The Canes 
have harped on depth this offseason and have all the options 
you’ve listed to run with in the event of an injury. I think, and 
this is the whole crux of training camp roster battles to begin 
with, it depends on who is injured and the severity of the 
injury. Let’s say Trocheck is injured for any amount of time — 
you’re probably going to go with Necas or Kotkaniemi as the 
center and adjust accordingly, but I’d vote Necas being 
ready. I love Ryan Suzuki’s potential, but he’s not even in the 
NHL yet and the Canes have several NHL centers playing 
wing (that’s by design because of your question!), so he 
likely won’t be getting that call. Then if it’s a Staal injury, you 
might see Derek Stepan move up and Martinook or Lorentz 
shift into that 4C spot. It’s all about filling in for that skill set. 

2. The earliest version of the 2022-23 center depth chart, 
assuming the Canes don’t re-sign Trocheck or Stepan: First 
of all, I’d bet if the Canes don’t re-sign Trocheck, they’ll be 
trading for or seeking out an immediate replacement (aka the 
thought process behind the Kotkaniemi offer sheet). Aho at 
1C, Necas (RFA, but Canes will re-sign him) 2C, Kotkaniemi 
3C (the Canes will not let go of both Trocheck and 
Kotkaniemi), Staal 4C. 

What is a realistic point projection and lineup placement for 
Tony DeAngelo? — C.M. 

CM Punk, is that you? 

As far as point projections go, his career high is 15 goals and 
53 points in 68 games in 2019-20 — but then there’s a 23-
point drop-off in his next best season. If I were a Canes fan, I 
wouldn’t bank on a 0.78 points-per-game average, but I’d bet 
it’ll hover around there, and I’ll let something Martinook said 
last Friday explain why. 

“When he signed, we had a conversation and I just said, ‘The 
past is the past. We’re not going to bring it up in the room,’” 
Martinook said. “He’s here to help us, and he’s a very good 
player. He’s dynamic offensively, and obviously we lost 
Dougie. I love that we got Tony because he can kind of do a 
lot of things that Dougie did, and he wants to prove it. I feel 
like when you’re kind of up against it, to be pushed up 
against the wall, that’s where you see a lot of character come 
out of guys. For the two and a half weeks he’s been here, his 
head’s been down and he’s working hard.” 

Of course, what DeAngelo is “up against” is a situation he 
entirely created himself. But if we’re speaking about on-ice 
production, I can see how a “prove people wrong” mentality 
could motivate someone to score goals, no matter what the 
situation is. 

Of all the new faces, who do you think is capable of staging 
the best/most creative storm surge? — Braxton C. 

Well after Antti Raanta told me he has two kids at home and 
three at the rink in Aho, Teravainen and Kotkaniemi, the 
people need some sort of Finnish storm surge. 

Serious question: Seth Jarvis looked good during the 
prospects tournament, but is his injury still keeping him from 
practicing with the Canes? (If so, he’s not gonna be able to 
play his way onto the roster.) — Andrew R. 

Serious answer: It wasn’t just his injury, but that sort of made 
it an easier decision. It seems clear through these past few 
days that there’s only room for one, if any, forward “prospect” 
to unexpectedly make this Hurricanes team right out of 
camp. It’s obviously unfortunate that Jarvis “tweaked 
something” during the prospects tournament, but as 
promising as his future is, it’s probably always been a better 
move to send him back to junior for another season than to 
start considering him a straight-out-of-camp NHL roster 
candidate. 

The good news is he’s back to skating with the Canes now, 
he’ll get in at least one preseason game and he already 
turned heads at the tournament. 

What’s the goaltending split looking like this year between 
Freddie Andersen and Raanta, assuming both stay healthy 
all season long. … 60-40 Andersen seem fair? — Rob G. 

Rob, I agree with your answer, there. Both Andersen and 
Raanta are pretty much locks for their respective Olympic 
rosters — does anything change headed into that? If 
everything goes according to plan, we’re definitely looking at 
60-40 or even closer to 70-30 just based on another 
condensed schedule situation. 

Has there been a noticeable change between the way Dean 
Chynoweth coached the defense last year and how Tim 
Gleason is coaching this year, and how do you think that 
translates to on-ice production? — Chris M. 

I love that you care this much, Chris M, and I think a Tim 
Gleason interview should be on deck. But it is entirely too 
early to evaluate this, and I’ll quote a laughing, postgame 
Brind’Amour on this one. 

“We’re 1-0 with him, right? So I guess pretty good,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He was great. He’s going to be great at it, 
I think, because he wants to be. We’re happy to have him on 
staff.” 

Dumb one, but what are your thoughts on hanging the 
Central Division banner? I get it in a normal year, but last 
season there was a playoff for division champs … and we 
lost. Just seems odd to me, especially with how much the 
Canes media team ragged on Nashville, as they should 
have, for posting the Western Conference (regular season) 
champs banner. — Ian D. 

A part of me gets it. There’s only going to be one “Central 
Division,” as we knew it, and I think it’s essential to fossilize 
as much history from the past few years as we can for future 
generations. I also think it was one of the hardest regular-
season banners to win in NHL history, and the Canes 
deserve to celebrate that. I know I’m not winning any awards 
for my work performance throughout this pandemic. 
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I think they went about it the right way, without a ceremony 
or even an announcement. But I do wonder if that’s because 
they didn’t want to get roasted by the Predators. Because 
they did make fun of them for their banner, and people don’t 
forget. 

The history major in me thinks the banner is important in the 
context of hockey and world history as a whole. The hockey 
fan in me would describe this banner raising in one word — 
the first word of your question. 

Can you see Jordan Staal repeating his production from last 
season? — Stuart M. 

Stuart, I don’t mean to be dramatic, but I’m not sure if I’ve 
ever seen Staal in better condition than he is right now. What 
does that ultimately mean? Who knows — probably that he’ll 
be used to do what he’s always been most valuable at — 
eating up big minutes against the league’s best players and 
allowing the Canes’ skill lines to have an easier time 
shooting the puck at the net. If he happens to put a few in 
himself when all is said and done, more power to him. 

Broadcasting question: With Bally Sports unavailable on 
most streaming platforms, is the most viable option to watch 
game coverage while in-market via the cable services and 
ESPN+ if out of market? — Lee H. 

I understandably got a lot of questions about this, because 
this entire process is ridiculous. 

The good news? By the time this is published, my colleague 
Sean Shapiro will have his crash course on how to navigate 
all of this up and running. 

The bad news? You’ll basically have to get a TV provider to 
watch Bally, then an ESPN+ account to watch the out-of-
market games. 

How’s your cat doing and have you decided on a name yet? 
— Hamzah J. 

My cat is living a life any of us would only dream of. I have 
had roughly six hours of sleep in the past few days because I 
am obsessed with her, and it seems like she’s picked me as 

her human over my boyfriend. I cannot give up bragging 
rights like those. Unfortunately, that means she’s also 
obsessed with me and I can’t do anything without her trying 
to, like, lick my eyeballs. 

Overall, 15/10 experience. 

We decided on officially naming her Rangoon after our 
favorite appetizer, but we can’t stop calling her “Scotty 
Kitten” and “Psycho,” among other names. 

Please tell us about your writing process — do you churn it 
out? Do you have to overcome writer’s block? Do you 
procrastinate? If so, how do you overcome it? Please let us 
know some insight into the Civian writing routine? — James 
B. 

Do I procrastinate? Never. (I hope my editor gets a chuckle 
out of this.) 

The procrastination problem is real among writers, and it can 
stem from a few things. For me, it’s a combination of my 
open struggles with ADHD and wanting every article to be 
worth it to the audience. Did I make you laugh? Did I make 
you think? Did I present any new information? If not, I hate 
the article, and it’s really hard to submit something you don’t 
like. 

But I’ve had to “churn out” articles I don’t love more than ever 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and I think it’s helped me 
grow as a person and as a writer. Learning that sometimes 
hating the article, getting it done regardless and moving on is 
better than sitting on it forever. This way I can move on to the 
next article that might come a little bit easier. 

As many with ADHD can relate to, in school I often had a 
report card with three A-plus grades and two Ds or Fs. 

Obviously, I entered the field where I was racking up the 
good grades, but then it turns into a new scale you make for 
yourself. At the end of the day, my writing process has 
become trying to recognize, enjoy and revel in what I 
consider my A-plus endeavors and not trying to force my 
perceived Ds into As. When you’re writing three to four times 
a week, not everything is going on the fridge. 
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Category 5: Hurricanes camp musings following preseason opener 
By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes had plenty of positives in their 
first preseason game, from an effective power play and solid 
goaltending performance to dominance in the faceoff circle 
and solid performances from some of their prospects. 

1. Welcome to Raleigh, Jesperi Kotkaniemi. As if there 
wasn’t enough pressure on the 21-year-old after Carolina 
successfully signed him to a one-year, $6.1 million offer 
sheet during the offseason, his de facto replacement in 
Montreal, Christian Dvorak, had four points in his preseason 
opener with the Canadiens on Monday. 

Kotkaniemi’s response? A two-point night in his Hurricanes 
debut. The young Finn, who goes by KK, scored the first goal 
in Carolina’s 3-1 exhibition win Tuesday over the Lightning 
then added an assist to finish with two power play points. 

“It always feels good to get a couple of goals,” Kotkaniemi 
said. “It brings the confidence up.” 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour concurred that it was a solid start 
for a player who will have the spotlight on him all season. 

“I think it’s good for him just to feel part of the group, 
contribute offensively,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “It’s 
always good when you’re a new player to the team, 
especially in those circumstances. I’m sure he’s happy.” 

Kotkaniemi lined up on the left wing of center Vincent 
Trocheck and across from countryman Teuvo Teravainen at 
even strength, and the trio carried play in the first period 
despite not scoring a 5-on-5 goal. 

But Brind’Amour said the power play is where Kotkaniemi 
could be his most impactful this season. 

“I think that’s where he may make the most contributions,” he 
said. “He’s a very intelligent hockey player. You see the way 
he thinks the game, the skill set. And he can shoot — he’s 
got a great shot. Those are all kind of power play-type skill 
sets. You can’t have enough of that, for sure.” 

Steven Lorentz said after practice on Wednesday that 
Kotkaniemi could have a big year. 

“I want to see KK have a breakout year,” Lorentz said. “The 
stuff he does in practice … he’s got that skill carrying the 
puck in, and he’s got a really good shot, too. So I think he’s 
going to be lethal.” 

2. Goalie Frederik Andersen got the start in net for Carolina 
and played the full 60 minutes, making 36 saves and 
allowing just one goal in the win. 

Overall, it was an encouraging first appearance in a 
Hurricanes sweater for the former Maple Leafs netminder. 

“That seems to always be the easiest guy to assess for 
everybody,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s got one job to do, stop 
the puck, so he was really good.” 

3. Carolina’s roster is loaded with experienced players, 
leaving little opportunity for the team’s prospects to win a 
spot on the opening night roster. That didn’t keep Jack Drury 
and Jamieson Rees from putting their best foot forward in 
Tuesday’s first preseason game. 

With the Hurricanes already up 2-0, Rees entered the zone 
and avoided a Darren Raddysh hit, curled at the outside of 
the right circle and passed to Drury at the left post for 
Carolina’s final goal at 2:42 of the second period. 

The two former second-round picks used their time together 
at the NHL Prospect Showcase in Tampa to build some 
chemistry before camp even started. 

“Me and Reeser have been here for a few weeks now for 
prospect camp, and (Stefan Noesen) slid in nicely,” Drury 
said of their line’s effectiveness. “So I think getting to play for 
a few weeks before this helped us out a bit today.” 

Rees said there was a mix of excitement and nerves in his 
first game in a Hurricanes uniform, but he agreed with Drury 
that their head start on other players has helped them get a 
leg up at camp. 

“I’ve been here for a little bit over a month now, and we were 
skating a lot at the start,” Rees said. “(Drury is) just a good 
player, works hard. He went to the right area, and I gave him 
a nice pass and he finished.” 

Brind’Amour was encouraged by the play of his young 
players. 

“We have some young players that are fighting to get on the 
team, but it might not be their time just based on the other 
players we have here,” the coach said. “But to know that 
some of these guys are right around the corner — if not right 
now, certainly coming — and look real promising is good. 

That won’t keep the prospects from continuing to battle and 
make the coaching staff’s decisions difficult. 

“There’s a million things that can happen, but that’s all out of 
my control,” Drury said. 

4. The most interesting statistic out of the preseason 
opener? Carolina winning 48 of 67 faceoffs with all nine 
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players who took draws finishing over 50%. Trocheck led the 
way by winning 13 of 18, and Derek Stepan was 12 of 18. 
Drury also won two-thirds of his faceoffs, taking 10 of 15. 

“Troch and Step have been doing it for a long time, so I think, 
for them, they can roll right through it,” Drury said. “But Rod’s 
helped out with that a lot. Obviously, he was successful with 
it and I think that’s something that all the centers or anyone 
here that takes faceoffs is going to pride themselves on.” 

5. Dave Olsen, who has held the position of general 
manager of PNC Arena since late 1997 less than six months 

after ground was broken on the project, is no longer in that 
role, the team confirmed to me Tuesday. He’s the latest 
person who has been with the team since its relocation to 
Raleigh to depart. 

He joins a list that includes broadcasters Chuck Kaiton and 
John Forslund, and equipment manager Skip Cunningham to 
leave the organization after having been with the team since 
its move to Raleigh since Tom Dundon became owner. 

 

Olympics adds another wrinkle to Hurricanes’ season 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Since his first day as Hurricanes head coach, 
Rod Brind’Amour has made it clear there’s one goal for his 
team — to win a Stanley Cup. 

So it’s no surprise that the Hurricanes — who fell short of 
that ultimate goal the last three years — brought in a player 
like Ian Cole to reinforce that objective. 

“If you’re not playing to win Stanley Cups, I’m not really sure 
why you’re playing,” the two-time Cup-winning defenseman 
with the Penguins said Monday. “So that is the end goal, bar 
none. That’s it. Hard stop.” 

But for a handful of players on the roster, there’s another 
carrot dangling in front of them this season that could further 
motivate them to be at their best — February’s Winter 
Olympics in Beijing. 

“Hopefully I’m going to play good enough I’m gonna make 
the team,” Martin Necas, a native of the Czech Republic, 
said Monday. “I always dreamed about playing at the 
Olympics.” 

Necas is one of eight Hurricanes who look like locks for their 
country. While Carolina is unlikely to have anyone 
considered for favored Canada, it will probably have at least 
one player come back from Beijing with a medal. 

Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen will both be key roles 
on Team Finland, while Jaccob Slavin (USA), Andrei 
Svechnikov (Russia), Nino Niederreiter (Switzerland), 
Frederik Andersen (Denmark) and prospect Dominik Bokk 
(Germany) should all earn spots with their respective 
countries. 

It’s a double-edged sword for Brind’Amour, who played for 
Canada in Nagano in 1998 and now as a coach has to factor 
in how the extra games played will impact his team in its 
quest for a Stanley Cup. 

“I want them to play because I know the experience is great,” 
Brind’Amour said. “On the other side, it’d be nice if they got a 
break. It’s gonna be a long year and all that. It’s such a good 
experience to be a part of as a player that you want your 
guys to do it.” 

The experience comes with risks. The Olympics, like the 
NHL playoffs, sees players take their games to another level. 
That can lead to injuries and ailments. 

And on top of preparing for the possibility of two weeks of 
intense games in China, players will also be back to an 82-
game regular season schedule for the first time since the 
2018-19 season. 

Andersen, who will likely face a ton of rubber during the 
tournament as Denmark’s top goalie and player, said he 
hasn’t yet talked to the Hurricanes staff about how to 
manage his workload given the full NHL schedule and 
Olympics. 

Necas, who was a candidate for the Czech team as a 
teenager in 2018, said readying for the Olympics presents a 
unique challenge. 

“It’s tough to do,” he said. “I tried to prepare myself the best I 
could in the summer. Same here at the camp. … We’ll see. I 
think it should be fine.” 

Then there are those who could make a case for an Olympic 
spot with a good start to the season. Sweden’s Jesper Fast, 
Finland’s Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and Americans Brett Pesce 
and Vincent Trocheck could all be considered. But even 
those who are unsure of whether or not they’ll be headed to 
China to represent their country know the foundation of their 
year starts with the NHL season. 

“For right now, it’s more about just getting a good start for the 
season and just be your best,” said Antti Raanta, who will 
share the Carolina crease with Andersen this year and is a 
candidate to be on Team Finland. “I just want to be more 
consistent, have more fun, enjoy the game, and if something 
good happens after you’ve done the right things, then it 
happens. 

“I’m not thinking too much about the Olympics, but it would 
be awesome to get there. But you have to stop some pucks 
before you get your name in there.” 
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Introducing Walt Ruff, Team Reporter for the Carolina Hurricanes 

by Walt Ruff 

Raleigh, NC - Hi everyone! How are y'all? 

My name is Walt Ruff and I'm the new Editorial Content 
Producer & Team Reporter for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

First things first, what an honor it is to hold this position. I 
understand greatly that there is a lot of responsibility that 
comes with this role, serving as a voice for the team in this 
capacity. I'll touch more later on my goals and aspirations, 
but I'm so elated to be somebody who the fan base can 
come to for information. The passion for this club is now well-
known around the hockey world and one of the most thrilling 
parts is that it feels as if that passion is only growing more 
and more. 

As excited as I am to get going, I'd be remiss if I didn't 
immediately pay respect to Michael Smith, who did a 
tremendous job in this role for many seasons. Thankfully I've 
had the pleasure of meeting Michael already and admittedly 
it is a bit daunting being tasked with upholding his level of 
work. However, that's what I'll be striving for, because it's 
very clear that it's deserved by you, the fans. 

Who Am I? 

When Hurricanes Senior Director of Marketing Dan 
LaTorraca first approached me about how we wanted to 
"introduce" my hiring to the fans, we kicked around a couple 
ideas - ultimately landing on me writing this piece. I made it 
clear to Dan (and Michael) that I didn't want this to come off 
as just someone who wanted to write a story about 
themselves, because that does make me feel mildly 
uncomfortable and isn't what I stand for. By no means will I 
ever view myself as more important than the stories I'll be 
reporting on or writing, in fact, quite opposite. 

What pulled me toward writing this though is to showcase a 
bit of personality, something that this franchise has 
embraced over the past several seasons and become loved 
because of it. So, here we go. 

I was born and raised in the small town of Alburtis, 
Pennsylvania, approximately an hour north of Philadelphia. 
My hockey fandom began at a young age and in high school 
I knew I would love to work in the sports media of some 
capacity. 

Fast forward a couple years and following degrees from 
Northampton Community College and Temple University, the 
journey in hockey began. 

How'd I Get Here? 

Thanks to a blind email I landed an internship-turned-job with 
the Lone Star Brahmas of the North American Hockey 

League. After just one season I was headed to the Canes' 
current ECHL affiliate, the Norfolk Admirals, where I also 
spent just one year. Working my way up the ladder in 
communications roles, the Tucson Roadrunners of the 
American Hockey League were next for three seasons. 
Thankfully I was able to enjoy Arizona from 2017-2020 
before the pandemic ultimately brought my time there to a 
close. After being out of the game for a few months I was 
able to get back on my feet in March, assisting the Portland 
Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League for their 
abbreviated 2020-21 season. Then, a few weeks ago, I was 
offered the opportunity to come to North Carolina. After six 
years of working in junior hockey and the minors, the dream 
had come true. 

Now we're going to make the most of it. 

What Will I Bring In This Role? 

As mentioned prior, it's clear that Carolina Hurricanes fans 
LOVE their team.  I've felt it even from the various parts of 
the country that I've been in over the last decade, some of 
which are VERY geographically far from Raleigh. From the 
storm surges to the Svech lacrosse goals, the enamoring 
David Ayres story and the incredible integration of "Raise 
Up" by Petey Pablo, there were numerous instances and 
moments that captivated the attention of many. Now, I want 
to help amplify how great those moments, this team and this 
organization are. 

I plan to be the pulse of the club, just as Michael was, giving 
information from morning skates, practices, and of course, 
games. There will be more though, again, as we get to shed 
some shine to the unique individuals that bring you to come 
to PNC Arena, watch on Bally Sports South, and/or follow 
along on the team's incredible social pages (Bonjour 
Montréalais). 

How will I know exactly what you want, you may ask? Simply 
put, I don't, and that's where I'll rely on you. Communication 
is a two-way street, so I'm incredibly eager to learn about 
what you hope to see. Twitter seems to be the place where 
that sort of dialogue takes place, so I look forward to hearing 
from you there (@WaltRuff). However, I understand that 
there are a great deal of folks who are not on the 
Twittersphere, so for those folks, my email is also open to 
you at news@carhur.com. 

In addition to the writing element for Hurricanes.com, I look 
forward to taking advantage of all the avenues that will be 
afforded over the next bit of time, be it audio, video or any 
other form of medium, I'm hungry to be a part of it all. 
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It's my goal to be a resource that can make you further 
engrained in being a Caniac. If I can make you feel more 
interested or more involved in your Hurricanes following, I'm 
happy. 

So with that being said, time to try and make y'all proud. 

Let's Go Canes. 

Walt
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Hurricanes Prospect Profile: Ronan Seeley 

By Matthew Somma  

It sure is nice when the Hurricanes give you things to write 
about. Ronan Seeley signed his entry-level contract (ELC) 
with the Hurricanes last week, so I figured that now is as 
good of a time as any to talk about the newest prospect 
under contract with the Hurricanes. I was able to attend the 
Prospects Showcase game against Nashville, where Seeley 
was one of the Hurricanes’ most reliable defensemen. I’m a 
little surprised that Seeley signed his ELC this early, but 
there’s no denying that he’s worth developing further. In this 
profile, I’ll break down Seeley’s game and give you all an 
idea as to why the Hurricanes are signing their seventh 
round pick less than a year after drafting him.  

Defense 

Seeley is one of the most reliable prospects that the 
Hurricanes have in terms of his play in the defensive zone. 
He’ll close gaps before players can move the puck further 
into the offensive zone, get in shooting and passing lanes 
and force turnovers at a high rate. Seeley makes it tough for 
opponents to get set up in the offensive zone and breaks up 
a lot of chances due to his near perfect defensive 
positioning. It’s frustrating to play against Seeley because he 
always seems to be in the right place to disrupt the play.  

Seeley calmly defends a rush in which he was vastly 
outnumbered, preventing the Tri-City Americans from getting 
a shot on goal in the process. Breaking up this play is just 
one example of how Seeley defends. He has a strong 
understanding of the game in the defensive zone, which is 
evident in both the play above and the following clip. 

A perfectly-timed stick lift prevents a decent scoring chance 
in a different game against Tri-City. What you can say about 
Seeley is that he’s consistent and reliable. He’s always going 
to make the right play, even if the right play doesn’t stand out 
or wow you. The little things matter, especially in the 
defensive zone. Lifting a player’s stick without taking a 
penalty, timing your blocks, sealing off a play along the wall 
and more are all incredibly important for a defenseman.  

“Defensive IQ” is a phrase that gets tossed around a bit and 
it applies in this clip. Seeley is assessing where the puck 
could go and once the pass gets close, he immediately turns 
to lift the stick, leading to a takeaway and a zone exit. It’s 
another example of how Seeley can take away any sort of 
offense in the defensive zone. 

I don’t have a clip from the Prospects Showcase, so allow for 
me to explain why Seeley stood out against Nashville. 
Nashville brought an experienced roster to the prospects 
showcase and Seeley was able to look like a professional 
player while defending against players much older than him. 
His speed stood out and allowed for him to close off a lot of 

plays along the boards. Before, I hadn’t thought of Seeley as 
a strong player, but his physical play and work along the 
boards against Nashville made him look like a seasoned 
veteran. Seeley was the Hurricanes’ best defenseman in 
terms of defensive play against Nashville, which is no small 
feat. Players such as Sellgren and Keane both have 
professional experience, so the fact that Seeley played up to 
par with those guys is impressive to say the least. 

Skating 

Seeley’s effectiveness both in the defensive zone and in 
transition comes from his elite skating speed. He plays at a 
high pace and his straight line speed makes him one of the 
fastest defensemen in the Hurricanes’ pipeline. It’s a poised, 
smooth stride and he can get up to his top speed after a few 
steps. In today’s NHL, if you can’t skate, you get left behind. 
It’s why even some of the more talented AHL prospects fail 
to cut it in the NHL. The Hurricanes play with a ton of pace 
and Seeley fits the mold given how good of a skater he is.  

Speed affects all facets of his game in positive ways. He’ll be 
able to close gaps quickly as I’ve mentioned earlier. Seeley 
can join the rush and carry the puck in transition. He’s 
confident when walking the line and excels at cycling the 
puck in his own end. The pace at which Seeley plays will 
help carry him to the NHL, in my opinion. The hustle on this 
following play is what I’m talking about.  

This type of hustle will make Seeley a Brind’Amour favorite. 
Not only does he force the board battle, but he wins it and 
gets the puck to someone who can make an exit pass. 
Here’s another clip that highlights Seeley’s straight line 
speed. 

This clip is a part of the reason why I believe that Seeley 
could be fun carrying the puck in transition. He’s quick and 
knows what to do with the puck, making it possible to enter 
the zone and either create a scoring chance or a possession 
that results in a shot.  

Offense 

Over the past year, I’ve watched Seeley gain confidence in 
his abilities in the offensive zone. He’s a confident passer 
and is starting to use his shot as a way to create offensive 
opportunities. This play is an example of some of what I’m 
seeing emerge in his game. 

Again, it’s a very small sample, but it’s something I was 
seeing more often as the season went along. Given a full 
season to develop, it’s possible that we see Seeley become 
a good to great puck carrier. I’m inclined to believe that this 
will be the case. Seeley wasn’t played in a major role during 
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his draft year and continued to get better. Given top-four 
minutes and a more prominent role on Everett’s power play, 
Seeley’s offensive game was allowed to develop. He looked 
to be a confident player manning the point on the power play, 
too. So the potential is there, it’s just a matter of getting the 
opportunity to develop it.  

Projectable Tools and Summary 

Seeley’s game is best defined as reliable. He does all of the 
little things right and won’t take a shift off, giving you a 
defenseman that you can trust in any situation, big or small. 
Seeley isn’t a flashy player and won’t thrill you with massive 
hits or bursts of skill in the offensive zone, but he’s going to 
play a shut down role and occasionally chip in some offense 
when he needs to. There’s value in that. With Seeley being 
such a reliable player, I project him as a reliable two-way 
defenseman that can spend time on your third pairing. He’ll 
see time on the penalty kill often and the occasional power-
play shift.  

There’s no question that Seeley has NHL speed. He plays at 
an NHL pace and makes an impact in all three zones due to 

his elite skating. He’ll shut down a lot of offense and seal off 
plays before they get started, something that should also 
translate to the NHL. The offensive side of his game is still 
developing, so one more season in juniors should give us 
more of an idea as to how his offensive game will project at 
the NHL level. Right now, I’d say that Seeley is capable of 
20+ points on the back end in a season. It’s a respectable 
amount that could grow if Seeley takes some major strides 
this season. 

I’m amazed that the Hurricanes were able to get this much 
value from a seventh round pick. Not only did they draft a 
player with NHL speed, they were able to draft a player with 
strong two way play and NHL upside. NHL teams might 
regret passing up on Seeley if he’s developed properly. The 
Hurricanes have excelled at drafting in the later rounds in 
recent years, putting an emphasis on upside and NHL tools 
in order to build one of the deepest pipelines in the entire 
NHL. Seeley is a fine addition to the Hurricanes’ pipeline and 
I’m looking forward to keeping up with him this season. 

 

Saluting our frontline workers and healthcare heroes 

For the last 18 months, thousands of frontline workers and 
healthcare heroes throughout the Chicago area have worked 
tirelessly to protect us. 

To salute these men and women for their heroic efforts 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chicago Wolves have 
partnered with Fannie May, Loyola Medicine, Savers and 
Turtle Wax to provide complimentary tickets to Chicago 
Wolves home games. 

Starting with the season opener on Saturday, Oct. 16, at 
Allstate Arena, the Wolves are donating tickets to healthcare 
heroes and frontline workers throughout the 2021-22 regular 
season thanks to the sponsors that are participating in this 
program. 

“We are honored to have the opportunity to express our 
gratitude to these selfless men and women,” said Wolves 
president of operations Jon Sata. “Together with our 
partners, we want to offer our thanks and shine the spotlight 
on as many local frontline workers and healthcare heroes as 
possible.” 

“We are pleased to be part of this effort to demonstrate our 
appreciation for frontline workers and healthcare heroes,” 
said Savers regional director Kim Barrett. “This is a great 

opportunity to honor those dedicated to keeping our 
communities strong and healthy.” 

“Fannie May is committed to supporting frontline workers for 
their heroic efforts to protect our families and we are proud to 
partner with the Chicago Wolves to express our gratitude to 
them,” said Kari Fisch, Senior Brand Manager at Fannie 
May. 

In January, the Wolves will wear their appreciation for 
healthcare heroes on their sleeves. The team will don special 
Healthcare Heroes jerseys, presented by Turtle Wax, for 
their games on Jan. 28-29 at Allstate Arena. These 
commemorative jerseys will be auctioned and raffled with 
proceeds going to a variety of local charities devoted to 
helping healthcare heroes. 

“We echo the Chicago Wolves organization in sharing our 
heartfelt thanks to Chicagoland’s healthcare heroes and 
frontline workers,” said Denis John Healy, executive 
chairman, Turtle Wax. “Turtle Wax is proud to support the 
annual charity jersey auction that will benefit amazing 
organizations that will care for – and support – healthcare 
heroes as they have supported us during these 
unprecedented times.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/2857346/2021/09/30/hurricanes-goalie-split-center-depth-and-metropolitan-division-predictions-bag-of-jerks/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/09/category-5-hurricanes-camp-musings-following-preseason-opener/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/09/olympics-adds-another-wrinkle-to-hurricanes-season/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/introducing-walt-ruff-team-reporter-for-the-carolina-hurricanes/c-326444520 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/29/22696305/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-ronan-seeley-profile 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/09/29/saluting-our-frontline-workers-and-healthcare-heroes/  
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Jack Drury’s long odds get shorter after a goal in his Hurricanes 
preseason debut 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

Jack Drury called for the puck with a lift of his stick in the slot, then cut 
behind a Stefan Noesen screen to the net. By the time he got there, the 
pass from Jamieson Rees at the right circle was there waiting for him. 

As goals in preseason debuts go, they don’t get much prettier than that. 
It’s very early yet in Drury’s quest to make the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
roster, but it’s off to a good start. 

“It takes a little load off your shoulders,” Drury said. “You can loosen up a 
bit out there, so that felt nice. But we know we’ve got to get right back to 
work tomorrow and start getting ready for the rest of the week.” 

For a player like Drury, a second-round pick in 2019 with famous NHL 
bloodlines -- father Ted, uncle Chris -- every shift matters, especially in 
Tuesday’s preseason opener against a weak Tampa Bay Lightning 
lineup. 

Just as the Hurricanes’ power play is expected to dominate, and did, and 
a legitimate NHL starter like Frederik Andersen is expected to be near-
flawless, and was, a prospect like Drury is expected to make the most of 
these circumstances. And did. 

“Any of the guys that want to make the team have to make their mark,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 3-1 win. “I don’t want to 
say they have to do more than other guys, but they do. They have to 
stand out.” 

The power-play goals by Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen were 
prettier, as should be expected from an NHL power play against a 
Lightning lineup very light on talent, but Drury’s goal had far more 
significant implications. 

Kotkaniemi and Teravainen have nothing to prove. Drury has everything 
to prove. 

Coming off a successful if unorthodox season in the Swedish pro league 
after leaving Harvard mid-pandemic, Drury returned to North America 
with his sights set on an NHL job, and at one point in the offseason it 
looked like he might land one by default. 

With the skill to play on the third line and the two-way game to contribute 
on the fourth, the hockey sense to play center and the versatility to move 
out to the wing, Drury had the potential to fill just about any void left on 
the Hurricanes’ roster. 

And then over the space of two months, just about everything that could 
get in his way got in his way. 

Jordan Martinook re-signed when it looked at one point like he might go 
elsewhere. The Hurricanes signed Josh Leivo to replace the departed 
Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele, then added veteran center Derek 
Stepan, nominally a fourth-line center but with the ability to jump up the 
lineup. 

And the one spot at forward that was still there for Drury or Seth Jarvis to 
potentially claim was filled in perhaps the most unexpected way possible, 
by the August offer sheet for Montreal’s Jesperi Kotkaniemi. When the 
Canadiens declined to match, there was suddenly a long list of big 
names in line ahead of Drury. 

“I’m just trying to take it day by day and stick to my process and what I 
can control,” Drury said. “It’s a stressful environment for everyone but as 
a pro athlete it’s something you have to be able to handle. It’s a fun 
challenge.” 

Not that a rookie would ever take a preseason game for granted, but the 
stakes couldn’t have been higher for Drury on Tuesday night with 
basically one job available as the extra forward, basically Drury or 
Stephen Lorentz with Jarvis likely headed back to junior until there’s a 
spot available higher up the lineup. 

It’ll be telling if the Hurricanes decide to get a look at Drury on the wing 
with NHL players later in the preseason; for now, Brind’Amour said 
they’re content playing him at center and confident he can slide outside if 
needed. 

That’s all on paper at the moment. The real decisions will be made on the 
ice. Shift by shift. Game by game. Goal by goal. After a summer when 
the NHL seemed to get farther away, Drury pulled it closer again 
Tuesday night. 
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Lightning make first round of roster cuts 

Top juniors prospects Jack Finley and Roman Schmidt will head back to 
their junior teams. Cuts included St. Pete Beach product Avery Winslow. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

BRANDON — The Lightning made their first round of cuts Wednesday, 
trimming seven players from their training camp roster. 

The team assigned forwards Jack Finley, Niko Huuhtanen, Cameron 
MacDonald and Declan McDonnell, and defenseman Roman Schmidt to 
their junior teams. Tampa Bay also released forwards Xavier Cormier 
and Avery Winslow (St. Pete Beach) from their tryouts. Both players still 
have junior eligibility remaining. 

The Lightning now have 53 players in camp and will need to navigate 
playing time for veterans and younger players as the team plays 
preseason games on three consecutive days starting Thursday. 

“We’ll get some of the (veterans) out here the next couple games,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “I think they’re getting sick of playing 
against each other, anyway. We’ll have to balance there, because you 
just don’t want your guys playing back-to-back early in the year. So it’s a 
little delicate because of the three in a row, but I think we’ve got it all 
figured out.” 

Local TV schedule released 

Bally Sports Sun, the Lightning’s regional TV rightsholder, announced its 
broadcast schedule for this season, which includes 69 regular-season 
contests. 

Including the Lightning’s 13 national TV games, all 82 Lightning regular-
season games will be televised. 

Bally’s broadcast schedule opens with Tuesday’s exhibition game 
against the Florida Panthers at Orlando’s Amway Arena. The first 
regular-season telecast will be Oct. 14 at Detroit. 

The Lightning’s complete regional TV schedule is available here. 

OFFICIAL: The back-to-back Stanley Cup Champion @TBLightning are 
BACK on Bally Sports Sun with 69 regular season games airing & 
streaming across North - Central FL on Tampa Bay's TV home for Bolts 
hockey! 2021-22 local broadcast schedule below & more 
info:https://t.co/F0OBAHuRLt pic.twitter.com/eK65KiY4NB 

— Bally Sports Sun: Lightning (@BallyLightning) September 29, 2021 

Quote of the day 

“There were probably some nervous kids out there in that first period, 
and it was our weakest period and we just got better as the game went 
on. And by the time we got to the third, you felt we could easily tie that 
game. So you want to see improvements in your players; we watched it 
in one game. Guys get more confidence, so in that respect, I thought it 
was great.” 

— Cooper on the Lightning’s 3-1, preseason-opening loss to Carolina , in 
which Tampa Bay allowed all three goals in the first 23 minutes 

Quick shots 

Forward Gemel Smith didn’t practice Wednesday after being helped off 
the ice with an apparent leg injury at the end of Tuesday’s practice. 
Cooper said he was not good enough to skate. … The Lightning got a 
look at newcomer Corey Perry practicing on the second power-play unit 
with Mikhail Sergachev, Anthony Cirelli, Ondrej Palat and Pat Maroon. 
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Lightning-Hurricanes: 5 things we learned 

Tampa Bay didn’t play many regulars in its loss to Carolina, so it was a 
chance to see several players on the roster bubble. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

The Lightning opened the preseason with a 3-1 loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes Tuesday at PNC Center in Raleigh, N.C. There weren’t many 
veterans on the trip — Mikhail Sergachev, Ross Colton, Mathieu Joseph 
and Jan Rutta were the only regulars — but it offered an opportunity to 
see some of the team’s younger players in action as they battle for the 
few roster spots available. 

Here are five things we learned: 

Katchouk gives off Gourde vibes 

Boris Katchouk, who had 11 goals and 34 points last season at AHL 
Syracuse, is much bigger than Yanni Gourde but finds his way to the 
puck much like the Lightning’s former third-line center does. The 6-foot-2 
forward and former second-rounder has a lot of hustle and arguably was 
the Lightning’s best player Tuesday. He was around the puck, quick up 
the ice and strong on the forecheck. Katchouk made a great feed to set 
up Alex Barre-Boulet’s second-period goal and almost scored his own 
after stealing the puck behind the Carolina net and making a wraparound 
move. He also played 1 minute, 41 seconds on the penalty kill. 

Katchouk’s performance did nothing but solidify his standing as a 
contender to make the opening night roster. The spots are there, and 
while the Lightning believe he’ll be in the NHL eventually this season, it 
could be sooner than later if he continues to play with such resilience. 

“People can say there’s more openings, but I think I have a mindset to 
come into this camp to make a statement and show why I belong here,” 
Katchouk said. “There’s really no outside noise. I just have to be myself, 
show what I’m capable of and don’t really look to the future things.” 

Lot of work to do in faceoff circle 

With Carolina playing at home, the Hurricanes had more experienced 
players suited up. But the way the Lightning were dominated in the 
faceoff circle has to be disappointing no matter what. The Hurricanes 
enjoyed a 48-19 advantage, and the Lightning’s Simon Ryfors won just 
four of his 17 faceoff duels. Ryfors, who is making the transition to the 
NHL after playing in Sweden’s top league, has great parts to his game 
but will have to get better in the circle. 2021 fifth-round pick Cameron 
McDonald was 2-for-13. 

Joseph will definitely get PK minutes 

The Lightning are counting on Joseph taking the next step forward, and 
coach Jon Cooper said part of that could be more time on the penalty kill. 
Joseph played there a bit last season (31 seconds a game), but if 
Tuesday was any indication (1:13 on the PK), he should see significantly 
more time in shorthanded situations. It’s a compliment to Joseph’s game, 
a sign that he’s earned the team’s trust as a defender. 

Lagace played better than his stat line 

We know Andrei Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott will be the Lightning’s top 
two goaltenders, but there is a battle for No. 3 on the organizational 
depth chart. Maxime Lagace, who played in the AHL last season and has 
17 NHL games under his belt, is in that mix. He allowed three goals in 
the first 23 minutes Tuesday but had no shot at stopping any of them. He 
settled in down the stretch, including a huge stop on a Josh Leivo 
breakaway midway through the third period to keep it a two-goal game 
and finished with 29 saves. 

It’s time to take notice of Hudon 

Who had the second-most ice time on the power play among Lightning 
forwards? If your answer is Charles Hudon, you win — and should 
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probably go buy a Powerball ticket. Again, keep in mind that most 
regulars didn’t make the trip to Raleigh. Still, Hudon’s 2:43 with the man 
advantage is something to note. In fact, Hudon — who spent last season 
in Switzerland and has played 125 NHL games with Montreal — is quietly 
having a strong camp. His great feed to Ryfors in front of the net in the 
first period was the Lightning’s best scoring chance early on. 
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Ten observations from the Lightning’s exhibition opener against Carolina 

 

By Joe Smith Sep 29, 2021  

 

When Lightning coach Jon Cooper addressed the team on the first day of 
training camp, he brought up two dates: Sept. 28, 2020, and July 7, 
2021. 

They were the two days that Tampa Bay hoisted the Stanley Cup. 

But then Cooper told them that they actually won the championship on 
days like that one — in training camp. It was this kind of practice that set 
the tone for the seasons. Cooper has said “process over outcome” a 
million times in the last few years, and that’s why exhibition games like 
the one Tuesday night in Carolina are important. 

Not just in building habits, but in building a roster. 

There are a few open spots on the Lightning roster — a few up front, 
potentially one on the blue line — and these exhibitions will be key 
evaluation periods. Cooper admitted that there are more young players 
closer to an NHL spot than originally thought, which makes things 
interesting. 

While pointing out that none of these preseason games are the end-all, 
be-all for prospects like Taylor Raddysh, Boris Katchouk and Alex Barre-
Boulet, it’s a great way to start making a case. 

“They’ve had a few years in this organization,” Cooper said. “We’ve 
gotten to see them. Some of them have played up and some haven’t 
played NHL games yet. Those guys are all on the cusp. Can they help 
themselves in the next few games? There’s no question. But it’s not one 
game that’s make or break for these players. But we’ll be watching them 
closely, there’s no doubt.” 

We were watching Tuesday’s 3-1 exhibition loss in Carolina closely, and 
here are some of our observations. 

2. Katchouk stood out to me. He was aggressive on the forecheck, 
creating turnovers in the offensive zone. He ripped a shot off the 
crossbar at one point. You could see the improvements he made in his 
game last year in AHL Syracuse, where coach Ben Groulx raved about 
his 200-foot game. They used him like a Swiss Army knife, playing on the 
penalty kill and in all situations. Katchouk, like Crunch teammate 
Raddysh, is competing for a roster spot, and he got off to a good start 
Tuesday. 

Katchouk said a key last year in Syracuse was having a positive attitude. 
He was more consistent in his work habits and that paid off in his game. 
“I have a mindset to come into this camp to make a statement and show 
why I belong here,” Katchouk said. “There’s no real outside noise I can 
pay attention to. I have to be myself and do what I’m capable of. I’m not 
looking at other guys and seeing if I’m doing better than them. I know the 
destiny is in my hands.” 

Katchouk’s forecheck helped set up Barre-Boulet’s goal 

ABB BURIES IT OUT FRONT TO GET US STARTED!! 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/XAI5PV3KPI 

— TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (@TBLIGHTNING) SEPTEMBER 29, 2021 

3. Raddysh was good, too. We wrote about how much faster Raddysh 
plays, thanks to a “life-changing summer” of workouts and dropping 15 

pounds. And Raddysh did look quicker, including on one play when he 
darted into the offensive zone after a faceoff and was part of a great look 
from the slot. He set up Mathieu Joseph at the backdoor in the third. 
There was one play in which Raddysh cut to the goal line and had a slick 
deflection, with goalie Frederik Andersen having to make a quality save. 
Ultimately, Raddysh’s consistency and play in his own end will be the 
difference-makers in earning a roster spot. Raddysh spent some time on 
a line with Joseph and Ross Colton, potentially an audition for that third-
line spot. 

4. Maxim Lagace played really well. He might have been the Lightning’s 
best player. Lagace, expected to share the net in AHL Syracuse, kept 
Tampa Bay in the game, making several difficult saves. Lagace, 28, 
should be a good option for the Cup champs as a No. 3 goalie, in case 
there are injuries to backup Brian Elliott or Andrei Vasilevskiy. Lagace 
has 18 games of NHL experience, which helps, and he should push top 
goalie prospect Hugo Alnefelt to earn his starts with the Crunch. 

5. I wrote last month that Simon Ryfors was a wild card to make the 
team, and he certainly has intrigued the coaches. Cooper said Ryfors, 
the Swedish center, was one he wanted to watch the most in Tuesday’s 
exhibition. “He’s really impressed,” Cooper said. Ryfors, who has played 
pro for the last five seasons, boasts the experience, hockey IQ and two-
way play that will endear him to a coaching staff. Ryfors had one of the 
team’s best scoring chances in the first period, then helped set up Barre-
Boulet’s goal in the second period. It was an interesting combination with 
Ryfors, Katchouk and Barre-Boulet. 

#TBLIGHTNING JON COOPER SAID THERE ARE MORE PLAYERS 
CLOSER TO A ROSTER SPOT THAN HE ORIGINALLY THOUGHT. 
SAID HE’S LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING SIMON RYFORS IN 
TONIGHT’S GAME. A GUY HE DOESN’T KNOW AS WELL BUT “HAS 
REALLY IMPRESSED.” HTTPS://T.CO/JNMBW2AI3B 

— JOE SMITH (@JOESMITHTB) SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 

6. Barre-Boulet showed off his skill on his second-period goal. Barre-
Boulet played in 15 games for the Lightning last season, scoring three 
goals and getting some opportunities on the top line and power play. He 
said he feels much more comfortable in this camp, having learned last 
year how fast the NHL game is played, how he can’t take any shifts off, 
etc. “I want to prove I can be here full-time,” he said. 

I asked Barre-Boulet if I thought he had to make any adjustments to his 
game to fit into a bottom-six role, and he didn’t believe so. He said if you 
make the NHL initially, it’s typically not on the top couple of lines, so you 
have to be good five-on-five defensively. “Everybody can always get 
better in your own zone because if you want to play some offense, you’re 
going to have to be good defensively,” Barre-Boulet said. “But I think the 
main part was my skating, and I think I took a step this summer.” 

7. The coaching staff is looking for anything that could be a separator for 
these close roster spots. In a very fast-paced and competitive camp, it’s 
about which young players can bring that effort-level consistency, and 
that could be an edge. “We want gamers,” assistant coach Derek 
Lalonde said. “We want high-compete. We’re judging you on that.” 

What struck Lalonde the past few years while on the Lightning staff is 
how, whenever a player comes up from Syracuse, they’re always ready. 
That’s a stick tap to coach Ben Groulx and the team’s development 
program. 

8. Mikhail Sergachev ran the power play on Tuesday, and expect more of 
a shooting mentality out of him this season. The 23-year-old Russian 
defenseman made such a focus in the last couple of years to improve his 
play in his own end — and it really showed in the Cup runs — that his 
offense suffered. Sergachev had just four goals last season, including 
zero in the playoffs. Sergachev said he worked a lot on his shot and its 
accuracy this offseason, which should help. He’s got one of the better 
shots on the team, and I think a lot of it is about confidence and being 
assertive in certain situations while getting shots through. 

9. The Lightning gave up a couple of power-play goals Tuesday, which 
brought up the issue of the new faces on the penalty kill. The PK was an 
underrated part of the team’s Cup runs, and it lost key members Yanni 
Gourde, Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow. The Lightning played 
against a lot of Carolina regulars on Tuesday, so it was not exactly a fair 
evaluation. But you saw Colton and Joseph get more opportunities 
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shorthanded, as well as Katchouk. It takes time for the forward duos to 
create chemistry. Coleman and Goodrow were in sync, as are Anthony 
Cirelli and Alex Killorn. But it’s something to watch this preseason. 

10. Some other quick thoughts: 

• It was interesting to see the lines in the non-game group, including Pat 
Maroon and Gemel Smith with Corey Perry, and Pierre Edouard 
Bellemare centering Gage Goncalves and Cole Koepke. I’m looking 
forward to seeing Koepke in a game, as I think the former University of 
Minnesota-Duluth star has the kind of speed and jam in his game that fits 
this team’s identity. 

• Smith got injured at the end of today’s scrimmage, an apparent lower-
body injury. He had to be helped off the ice by a couple of teammates 
before walking into the dressing room on his own. We could know more 
on Wednesday about the severity. Smith is one of those bubble guys 
who I could easily see on the roster, or at least getting call-ups during the 
season. It seems like every time he plays in a game, he does things you 
like. He’s heavy but plays fast, is defensively responsible and can kill 
penalties. 

• The Lightning’s past two top draft picks had their moments in Tuesday’s 
exhibition. Jack Finley won a big offensive-zone draw against Vincent 
Trocheck late in the game during a six-on-five situation (one of Finley’s 
strengths is being tough in the circle). This year’s top pick, defenseman 
Roman Schmidt, had some tough plays in his first NHL exhibition, 
including getting beat in front of the net on a Carolina goal. That’s to be 
expected from a young player out there. 
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Nashville Predators' Mattias Ekholm hasn't signed contract extension: 'I'd 
rather have it done yesterday' 

 

Paul Skrbina 

Nashville Tennessean 

 

Mattias Ekholm sounds like a man with no plans to leave Nashville 
anytime soon. 

The Predators defenseman, who will be an unrestricted free agent after 
this season and is eligible to sign a contract extension with Nashville, 
made no bones about that. 

He is going into the final year of a six-year, $22.5 million deal. 

"I want to be here. I want to stay here," Ekholm said Wednesday during 
the team's training camp at Centennial Sportsplex. "That's the business 
of it. My agent is dealing with that with (general manager) David (Poile) 
and hopefully we can get something done because me and my family 
really enjoy it here." 

With the season fast approaching - the opener is Oct. 14 at home against 
the expansion Seattle Kraken - the clock is ticking. Players usually prefer 
to avoid the distraction of contract talks once play begins. 

"I'd rather have it done yesterday," Ekholm said. "That's not how it really 
turned out. This is a new experience for me. I'm just trying to stay 
focused on what I can control. 

"I know when the season comes around I'm going to have to be 100% 
focused on that, otherwise my game will suffer. I'm not really sure (of a 
deadline), but that's where my head's at." 

Filip Forsberg, another big-named Predator who is eligible for an 
extension, said his head is at training camp, that he hasn't thought much 
about a contract extension. He's in the final year of a six-year, $36 million 
deal and could command quite a raise on the open market. 

Poile said in late July that Ekholm and Forsberg expressed interest in 
staying with the Predators, who by then had traded fellow associate 
captain Ryan Ellis and Viktor Arvidsson, and watched the face of the 
franchise, Pekka Rinne, retire. 

Ekholm and Forsberg have spent their entire careers with the Predators, 
something Ekholm thought might be in jeopardy at the trade deadline last 
season. 

He made no secret that the rumors involving his name made him 
uncomfortable. He and his wife Ida had a four-week-old baby at the time. 
Nashville was home for the Ekholms then. He hopes it's home to the 
Ekholms beyond this season. 

"I'm not going to sit here and feel sorry for myself that it happened," 
Ekholm said. "It was a lot of rumors, and it's part of the business." 

Ekholm minded his, went about helping the Predators to the playoffs, 
went about being a father and a husband. But it was on his mind. The 31-
year-old could land a new deal in the neighborhood of $6 million per 
season. 

"It's hard when you know the next day you can be shipped to Canada 
and not be with your family for the next three, four months," he said. "If 
you're going to be at this level for a long time, you're going to have to go 
through that." 

Hockey is Ekholm's business, and business has been good to him. 

The business side of the business, though, has him waiting for answers 
again. 
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Have the Predators burned a bridge with Filip Forsberg? 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

SEP 29, 2021  

 

If the Nashville Predators truly are in a competitive rebuild, then the 
success of said rebuild hinges on General Manager David Poile’s ability 
to convince defenseman Mattias Ekholm and forward Filip Forsberg to 
sign long-term contract extensions this season. 

Objectively speaking, Ekholm seemingly will be on board with staying 
put. Forsberg, on the other hand, may take a good bit of convincing. 
Following his comments during training camp on Tuesday, it would seem 
that Poile is going to have to bring his A game — and then some — if 
he’s going to persuade the 27-year-old Swede to stick it out in Nashville. 

“I have no rush to sign,” Forsberg said Tuesday, via 102.5 The Game’s 
Robby Stanley. “I still have a full year. I don’t know. I feel like you have to 
play your contract out. I love this place. I’ve loved every minute since I 
got here.  

“I definitely feel like we have a really good opportunity to make something 
great, not just this year but going forward as well. [But] it is a business 
and everything is going to have to be handled properly like that.” 

It’s hard to fault Forsberg for wanting to play hardball. After all, he 
watched close friend Viktor Arvidsson get shipped to the Los Angeles 
Kings during the offseason, which prompted a large thumbs down emoji 
on Forsberg’s Instagram account moments after the trade was 
announced. 
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Then he saw fellow Swede Calle Jarnkrok — another close friend — get 
exposed in the Seattle expansion draft and swiftly snatched up by the 
Kraken. 

Forsberg is also likely taking into consideration that defenseman Ryan 
Ellis, who took a hometown discount when he signed his contract 
extension, was traded just two years into his six-year deal. In addition, 
franchise cornerstone Pekka Rinne retired, wiping out four members of 
Nashville’s core from its Stanley Cup Final run in 2017. 

Has too much damage already been done to the relationship? Is a 
rebuild — competitive or not — something Forsberg genuinely wants to 
be a part of in the middle of his prime?  

“They have to believe in the organization and what we’re doing and 
where we’re going,” Poile said of Ekholm and Forsberg in mid-August. 
“But as we get into negotiations, those conversations will be taken up a 
notch. I certainly need to see how they see themselves fitting in because 
those types of players need to be our best players and be leaders for us. 
So they need to be totally 'bought in' or it’s not going to work.” 

Then there are the financials. Forsberg is in the final season of a six-
year, $36 million contract and is likely due for a sizeable raise 
somewhere in the territory of Gabriel Landeskog ($7 million average 
annual value) or Patrick Laine ($7.5 million AAV).  

Is Poile willing to shell out that kind of cash with Roman Josi, Ryan 
Johansen and Matt Duchene making $9.06 million, $8 million and $8 
million per year, respectively? 

The fundamental question that needs answered isn’t if Forsberg is worth 
the money he’ll be seeking — he is. No, the key consideration is if 
Forsberg sees a long-term future in Nashville — or has that bridge 
already been burned? 
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Who stood out in Predators’ preseason doubleheader? 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER  

SEP 28, 2021  

 

The Nashville Predators may have lost both preseason games against 
the Florida Panthers over the weekend. But what head coach John 
Hynes is looking for can’t be measured simply in wins and losses. 

Hynes, who is running his first real training camp in three seasons as 
Predators’ coach, is tasked with “competitively rebuilding” a franchise 
that has seen perhaps its greatest level of turnover since its 2017 Stanley 
Cup Final run. 

“I may [have an idea of camp standouts] after we kind of digest the 
games,” Hynes said. “But it was great to have an opportunity to see a lot 
of guys play in live action; you use guys in different situations ... that they 
have an opportunity to play in. It could be a D-pairing, guys playing 
winger/center, a couple combinations of who looks good on certain 
special teams. So, I think it was a really good evaluation.” 

The Predators cleaned house during the offseason and shifted toward a 
youth-infused roster with an average age 26. Gone are Viktor Arvidsson 
(28), Ryan Ellis (30), Calle Jarnkrok (30), Pekka Rinne (38), Brad 
Richardson (36) and Erik Haula (30). 

Fortunately for the Predators, their pipeline is stocked with NHL-ready 
talent, with many players standing a good chance of seeing significant 

playing time this season. Among them is top prospect Philip Tomasino, 
who played 21:30 in Nashville’s 3-1 loss against Florida on Saturday.  

The 20-year-old Tomasino, who had 3:13 of ice time on the power play, 
is expected to compete for a top-six role with the Predators this season. 
He had 13 goals and 32 points in 29 games with the Chicago Wolves last 
season, making the AHL’s All-Rookie team. 

“It’s nice playing with him,” said forward Nick Cousins, who played with 
Tomasino against the Panthers. “He sees the ice so well; he’s fast. I feel 
like he’s underrated strong on the puck. He’s good on face-offs too. He’s 
fun to play with [and] he’s got high-end skill. What he has, you can’t 
teach.” 

While Tomasino has a better than 50/50 chance of making Nashville’s 
opening-night roster, defenseman David Farrance faces tougher odds. 
Farrance has the unfortunate disadvantage of playing at the Predators' 
position of greatest strength, and the 22-year-old has at least four NHL-
caliber blueliners ahead of him in the pecking order. 

However, Farrance is doing all the right things and the poise he has 
shown running the Predators defense is turning a few heads. Farrance 
registered one shot, blocked a shot, played 19:59 and quarterbacked the 
power play for 3:30 against Florida. 

“David Farrance [also] caught my eye,” Cousins continued. “He’s pretty 
smooth back there. He made plays, he looked good on the power play 
and he looks confident.” 

 

Nashville Post LOADED: 09.30.2021 

1192507 Websites 

 

The Athletic / What the dramatic personnel and format changes mean for 
Sportsnet 590 The Fan 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Sep 30, 2021   

 

Sportsnet ended weeks of speculation on Wednesday by overhauling the 
schedule for its flagship sports radio station in Toronto, introducing a 
handful of new faces while removing several familiar voices and at least 
one behind-the-scenes employee who had been with the company for 
more than 20 years. 

The changes were made a little more than four months after Dan Toman 
was hired as director of audio programming, overseeing Sportsnet 590 
The Fan. In a release, the network heralded an “original slate of 
multiplatform audio content,” with the changes coming into effect on 
Monday. 

Here is a breakdown of what happened, what it means, and what is next. 

Lost in a shuffle 

Sportsnet would not disclose the names of employees it removed on 
Wednesday, though many posted their news on social media. Jason 
Rozon, who was assistant program director at The Fan, wrote a note on 
Twitter to say that after more than 20 years, his time at the station “came 
to an end today.” 

Rob Wong filled a variety of roles during his 13 years at The Fan, and he 
also posted he was among the affected employees. Josh Goldberg, who 
worked on coverage of the Blue Jays, wrote to say he had been let go. 

Richard Deitsch, who had been co-host of “Writers Bloc” with Jeff Blair 
and Stephen Brunt on weekday afternoons, was also dismissed. He also 
works for The Athletic, and it is believed he will stay in Toronto. 

Scott MacArthur had not confirmed his departure online by the time this 
story was published, but his name surprised insiders. He was co-host of 
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the morning show and drew critical praise from peers both inside and 
outside The Fan. MacArthur did not immediately respond to messages 
from The Athletic. 

His co-host, former Leafs forward Mike Zigomanis, announced his own 
departure last week. (Program director Dave Cadeau parted ways with 
The Fan in February.) 

“I don’t want to understate the tough decisions we had to make,” said 
Toman. “We said goodbye to a lot of talented and amazing people.” 

The new faces 

Starting next week, three new voices will fill the morning show, with host 
JD Bunkis moving to the early time slot alongside Ailish Forfar, a former 
player in the Canadian Women’s Hockey League who has experience 
with several media companies, and Blake Murphy, who was a long-time 
Raptors reporter for The Athletic. 

William Lou will host an eponymous show about the Raptors, on top of a 
post-game show. Alex Wong will also host and produce on the station’s 
Raptors coverage. 

The plan 

In an era before social media, sports updates on The Fan — delivered 
every 20 minutes — were one of the fastest ways to deliver breaking 
news from a Maple Leafs practice or a major Blue Jays trade. The 
updates were among the features removed on Wednesday. 

Toman emphasized a focus on creating content that can be used on 
more than one platform. The shows will be made available on podcast 
channels, “with greater emphasis on how they sound and how they’re 
published.” 

Hosts could also tape shows that do not appear during the regular radio 
schedule. One example he gave was, if a Raptors player was traded at 
10 a.m., but Lou — the new Raptors show host — was not on the air until 
2 p.m., “you could expect a podcast from Will shortly after that news 
breaks.” 

Some shows will also be more seasonal. Jeff Blair and Kevin Barker will 
host a Blue Jays show leading into games during the season, from 5-7 
p.m., and while it will go on hiatus for quiet stretches of the offseason, it 
could return for “pop-up shows” for a week for major events. 

“We’re going to keep them fresh for the season — load management, if 
you will,” said Toman. “But they’re also going to be around when there is 
a (Robbie) Ray extension or the winter meetings.” 

The early reaction 

Adam Seaborn is director of sales and media operations with Kingstar 
Media, an ad-buying company in Toronto. He had questions about how 
the station was going to balance the needs of its traditional radio 
audience with the new focus on podcasts. 

“It sounds like the worst of both worlds,” he said. “It sounds like it’s not a 
cohesive, local live radio schedule. And it’s not a full pivot to digital-first 
podcast-only. It sounds like it’s a Frankenstein of both.” 

Mixing the content can also lead to questions as the company reaches 
out to advertisers, he said. 

“As Rogers Sportsnet’s ad sales team, it is confusing to say exactly what 
you are selling at the moment,” said Seaborn. “Am I selling a great local 
radio station in Calgary, Vancouver and Toronto?” 

The landscape 

Canadian sports radio has already undergone transformational change 
this year. In February, Bell Media abruptly removed its all-sports format 
from Vancouver, Winnipeg and Hamilton, replacing it with much cheaper 
content, including pre-recorded comedy routines. 

In July, Michael Landsberg announced he was leaving TSN after almost 
40 years on the air, including a long run as co-host of the morning show 
on TSN 1050. Earlier this month, Andi Petrillo announced she was 
leaving as host of “Leafs Lunch” on the station. 

Major cost reductions had already been made at The Fan in 2019, when 
long-time afternoon drive host Bob McCown hosted his final show. (Doug 
MacLean, a regular radio contributor, had also parted ways with the 
company, along with Nick Kypreos, who had been with Sportsnet since it 
launched in 1998.) 

Nick Kypreos is back 

Two years after leaving, Kypreos will return to co-host a late-afternoon 
show with Justin Bourne (who is a former hockey analyst with The 
Athletic), from 3-5 p.m. on weekdays during the hockey season. 

“As we know, entertainment is as volatile as anything else in this 
business world,” said Kypreos. “There’s constant changes for everybody 
in any industry. There just seemed to be a slot now, for a chance for me 
to come back with a different challenge.” 

The 55-year-old former Leafs forward had taken a job working for a 
gambling-focused start-up website called Line Movement, where he 
hosted a show similar to the work he did for Sportsnet. He said he has 
parted ways with that website, and that the new radio show will be his 
full-time focus. 

“I don’t want people under the assumption that it’s going to be constantly 
about breaking news,” he said. “I probably would venture this would be 
more opinion-driven content.” 

Jeff Marek will go national 

As host of “The Jeff Marek Show,” Marek will appear live from noon to 2 
p.m. ET in Toronto, and the show will also be carried on affiliate stations 
in Calgary and Vancouver. It will be a national show, he said, without a 
focus on any specific team. 

“I’m not thinking about it like it’s a radio show,” he said. “To me, this is a 
live recording of a two-hour podcast. That’s how I’m treating it.” 

Marek said he will still appear on Sportsnet’s television coverage, and he 
will continue to work with co-host Elliotte Friedman on their popular NHL 
podcast “31 Thoughts.” (Friedman will also appear in the first block of the 
new show every weekday to discuss the day’s news.) 

“I’m firmly of the belief that we are in another golden age of audio,” said 
Marek. “But the audio we’re talking about isn’t broadcast on the radio, it’s 
podcast. It’s on-demand listening.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How the IIHF should react to alarmingly soft Denyskin 
suspension 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

September 29, 2021, 11:45 AM 

 

Now that the Ukrainian Hockey League has announced a stunningly soft 
maximum 13-game suspension to Andrei Denyskin for his horrendous 
gesture to Jalen Smereck, the burden falls on the International Ice 
Hockey Federation to bring the hammer. 

There are three things that must be done here. 

First, the IIHF has to send a message that individual federations will face 
consequences if they cannot adequately police these incidents. Yes, the 
player needs a harsh ban, but if the country itself is unwilling to do so, 
shouldn’t punishments include hurdles to Olympic/World Championship 
qualifying and/or withholding funding the UHL would normally get from 
the IIHF? 

Those would be major consequences. Sometimes, sadly, you have to hit 
people to the pocketbook to make them feel remorse. 
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Second, the IIHF has to make sure Smereck is being paid while he’s 
taking a completely understandable leave of absence. This incident is not 
in any way his fault, and he should not lose a cent while dealing with his 
emotions. I’d argue that Smereck should be paid every cent he was to 
earn this season, even if he doesn’t play another second in Ukraine. 

Third, it is incumbent on the IIHF — and really, the entire hockey 
community — to ensure Smereck is found another opportunity to resume 
his career. He’s 24, has dedicated himself to the sport, and should be 
rewarded for that. If he decides he does not want to stay in his current 
situation, surely there is another team in another country that can use his 
talents. 

It sounds like this effort is already underway. Smereck played for the 
AHL’s Tucson Roadrunners last season, and there is word some 
American League teams are considering it. 

I didn’t know that until I saw the tweet, and I make sure to remind myself 
of that whenever I see something else about this awful situation. It 
illustrates Smereck’s dedication to hockey, now the sport must show its 
dedication to him. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens notebook: Drouin feeling the love, Guhle a 
standout as lines take shape 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

September 28, 2021, 12:47 PM 

 

MONTREAL — From Sunday’s Red-White scrimmage to Monday’s 5-2 
win over the Toronto Maple Leafs, it was a love-in for Jonathan Drouin at 
the Bell Centre. One that left him saying, “I’m really happy to be back.” 

“I’m happy, I feel like myself,” Drouin continued. “It’s fun to be playing 
hockey.” 

It couldn’t have been a sharper contrast from what it looked like for 
Drouin last April, when he took to warmup in Calgary for a game against 
the Flames and then stepped off the ice for an indefinite leave of 
absence. 

It was only revealed at the beginning of last week, months after Drouin 
missed the Canadiens’ remaining 12 games and their run through the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs to the final, that he had been suffering from anxiety 
and insomnia for years and that it had begun to affect him too much to 
continue playing. 

Joy was an afterthought for Drouin at that time, but it’s front of mind right 
now. The 7,500 fans in attendance Sunday cheered the Ste. Agathe, 
Que., native at every opportunity and made him feel it. 

“It warmed my heart,” Drouin said. “There might have even been a little 
tear, I don’t know if you saw it, but it was really cool to come back and 
get an ovation like that.” 

There were more of them on Monday, as Drouin carried over chemistry 
with new linemates Josh Anderson and Christian Dvorak to notch two 
assists. 

The three of them combined for three goals and nine points in the win 
over the Maple Leafs. 

It was only a pre-season game, but it was chicken soup for Drouin’s soul. 
This whole camp has been that so far; an ideal start to regain his footing 
in the Canadiens’ room and in the NHL. 

Lines mostly set? 

Interesting revelation from Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme, who 
was asked if Drouin-Dvorak-Anderson was a line he had in mind or one 

borne of necessity after Mike Hoffman was injured prior to leaving for 
Montreal and Brendan Gallagher was absent from the start of camp due 
to “family reasons.” 

“We had a good idea of what we wanted to do, but there are certain key 
points or positions where we have battles and need to see what 
happens,” Ducharme said. “But I’d say we were pretty sure in our winger 
duos. We’ll see, but we made our lines hoping we could start this way 
and work on it for three weeks during training camp. 

"So, to see Dvorak’s line have a good game was a positive for us.” 

That’s one less thing to figure out, with Cole Caufield -- upon his return 
from an upper-body injury in about a week’s time -- completing a line with 
Tyler Toffoli and Nick Suzuki. 

Here’s another: Gallagher taking Rafael Harvey-Pinard’s place on a line 
with Jake Evans and Joel Armia, who appears to have taken confidence 
from his excellent playoffs — and the four-year, $13.6-million contract he 
signed thereafter — into this camp. 

Sure, the Canadiens’ heart-and-soul winger was in Caufield’s place at 
Tuesday’s practice, but it’s an easy conclusion to come by that he’ll 
complete the Evans-Armia duo by the time camp reaches its final phase 
and the start of the regular season comes into view. 

Which brings me to this: boy, did I ever get hammered by the fans for 
initially placing Hoffman, a five-time 25-goal scorer who’s topped out at 
36, on the team’s fourth line to start when I put out this notebook a 
couple of weeks ago, but I might end up being right. I’ll get hammered 
now for my suggestions for the other lines, too, but my thinking was that 
Hoffman would be on the top unit of the power play and rove around the 
lineup at five-on-five, where he’ll be deployed for what would amount to 
fourth-line minutes. 

I argued you’d see the 31-year-old move up when a goal — or a spark on 
a given line — is needed, and that he could be the go-to finisher and 
offensive driver on a fourth line that would start most of its shifts in the 
offensive zone. 

I don’t know that it would’ve been Ducharme’s plan out of the gate, with 
Hoffman signing a three-year, $13.5-million deal with the Canadiens to 
likely play a more prominent role, but it might prove to be the one he opts 
for if Armia carries momentum into the games that matter. Hoffman could 
be out another three weeks with a lower-body injury, and that obviously 
puts him behind the eight ball to start, as I wrote about last week, but his 
absence might have given Ducharme a better sense of how he can 
achieve the optimal balance to get scoring and defensive reliability out of 
all four of his lines. 

One thing Ducharme said, after we wrapped our one-hour conversation 
last week, was that we’d likely see a lot of movement on his lines 
throughout the season. And one thing that feels clear, just looking at the 
paper composition, is that there are a number of combinations he can 
come up with that can work. 

Scoring a power-play goal and notching three assists is a fine way to 
make your debut as a Montreal Canadien, but there’s much more to 
Dvorak’s game. 

There’s even more to it than Ducharme assumed there was after diving 
deep on the player who was traded to the Canadiens from the Arizona 
Coyotes for two draft picks following Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s departure for 
Carolina on a $6.1-million offer sheet at the beginning of September. 

“I knew he was a complete, solid hockey player,” the coach said. “I see 
little things (that make me realize) he’s even smarter than I thought. 

“As a person, he’s a really focused guy. He’s having fun quietly with the 
guys, but he comes in and he’s pretty business. I think that’s one of the 
reason he’s reacting that way on the ice is because he pays attention to 
every little thing that a hockey player needs to be paying attention to be 
successful, and there’s a reason he’s playing that way — his focus, the 
way he handles himself. I think he’s going to become, down the road, like 
a really quiet leader. Just the way he plays will influence a lot of his 
teammates.” 

Dvorak plays the right way, and that will do much to account for the loss 
of Phillip Danault to the Los Angeles Kings in free agency. We knew that 
already. 
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Personally, I didn’t realize how fast he was. I didn’t think that was a 
hallmark of his game, but he appeared to be perfectly in step with two of 
the team’s biggest burners on Monday. 

Kaiden Guhle standing out 

Nothing like jumping over the boards 26 times and playing a team-
leading 23:44 in your first-ever NHL exhibition game to get your feet wet, 
eh? 

Kaiden Guhle’s debut was a near-perfect dive off the highest platform; an 
impressive performance that certainly caught his coach’s attention. 

How so? 

“Composure,” said Ducharme. “He’s not showing any sign of being 
nervous or anything else and things like that. He’s pretty calm, confident. 
I think he’s confident in the right way. He knows that he’s got things to 
learn, but he’s a great kid. 

“A lot of people that had him on their team talk about (him) being maybe 
captain material. We can see why because of the way he handles 
himself.” 

I mused on Twitter that Guhle, facing a room full of reporters for the first 
time at the Bell Centre, had ice on his foot and ice in his veins after he 
calmly answered a series of questions with an freezer bag taped over a 
battle wound suffered blocking a shot on a second-period penalty kill. 
Others in the room called him a mini Shea Weber, noting that he was 
reminiscent of the always-measured Canadiens captain. 

I think he left that impression when he deflected recognition of his innate 
ability to properly read the play and gap up in the neutral zone with 
confidence — a trait Drouin praised him for, and one he was asked about 
to try to discover where that comes from. 

“It’s the forwards that are tracking back that allows me to step up,” Guhle 
said, “and they did a great job of that tonight. 

“Good team effort.” 

Weber would’ve thrown in the word “obviously” a couple of times, but this 
type of answer was straight out of his book. 

Here’s what I thought was most compelling: this was an A-performance 
from Guhle, and he had to have known it was being received as that by 
the nature of the questions he was fielding, but his own assessment of it 
was even-keel. 

I snuck in a final question at his avail, a Columbo-style — how many of 
you are too young to get this reference? — “Just one more thing, 
Kaiden…How do you think you played today?” 

“Solid,” Guhle said. “Simple. Tried to do my best and help the team out. I 
think it was a solid game. Obviously, there’s some things you can do to 
improve, but it I thought I was pretty decent. But again, team won, so it 
makes it a lot better.” 

Like Ducharme said, the kid is confident in the right way. 
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Ex-Flames captain Giordano scores in return to Calgary in Kraken jersey 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

As far as first returns to old haunts go, this one was close to perfect for 
Mark Giordano – even if it was in a meaningless 4-3 preseason shootout 
victory for him and his new team.  

If there was any doubt in Giordano’s mind as to how fans in Calgary – his 
home for 15 seasons as a member and captain of the Flames – felt about 

him, it was quelled a handful of seconds into the game when the Seattle 
Kraken blueliner gathered the puck following the opening faceoff win. 

As he took possession, Giordano was serenaded with cheers and 
applause from the Saddledome faithful. A couple of minutes later, the 37-
year-old pinched in off the rush and backhanded a shot past Flames 
goalie Dan Vladar to open the scoring for the Kraken – a familiar sight to 
Flames fans, but with Giordano in unfamiliar colours. Cheers and familiar 
chants of “Gio” then echoed throughout the building.  

“It was awesome,” Kraken forward Jaden Schwartz, who scored twice 
and added an assist, said afterwards. “Even their fans were cheering a 
little bit. Our bench was excited…super happy for him.” 

Giordano finished the game having played just over 22 minutes, second 
most for the Kraken, and his three blocked shots were a team high. He 
admitted to feeling weird about entering the Saddledome as a member of 
the visiting team. He wanted to get the initial visit to Calgary out of the 
way early into his tenure with Seattle, as opposed to the Kraken’s first 
regular-season game in the city on Dec. 23 that would have an impact in 
the standings. 

“We’ve got to get familiar with each other and play games,” Giordano 
said of his new teammates. 

“I’m actually glad to get one under my belt here early in my time in 
Seattle here.” 

While Giordano, who won the Norris Trophy with the Flames in 2019, is 
now a Flames opponent, the impact he had on his former club remains 
intact. 

“I think he was the perfect example for me on the ice and off the ice,” 
Flames blueliner Juuso Valimaki said. “Just to see what he does 
everyday, I think he’s a true, true professional.” 

Longtime teammate Mikael Backlund, who played 12 seasons with 
Giordano, said that he and Giordano joked about never getting to play 
against one another when they were both in Calgary.  

“He always said, ‘Imagine if we played against each other, I’ll beat you,’ 
and all that stuff,” Backlund said. 

Jordan Eberle, Giordano’s new teammate with the Kraken, lives in 
Calgary in the off-season and has seen his impact on the ice and 
beyond. 

“The presence that he has throughout the city, the community work that 
he does, the charity work, just his face around the community, he does a 
lot,” Eberle said. 

“It was awesome seeing him get the first goal…he’s the epitome of being 
a leader and a captain.” 

Of course, the caveat with Wednesday’s return is that it is the preseason.  

Giordano has mentioned several times that his true return to Calgary will 
be that game in December when the Kraken visit to play a game that 
actually counts in the standings. There will be a full house, video tribute, 
and ceremony fit for a franchise icon – and two points on the line in the 
Pacific Division.  

“The regular season one, I’m sure it’ll be a full building,” Giordano said. 

“The one in December will be special. It’s going to be a big game for 
sure. It’s going to be a divisional game in December.” 

“It was nice to see him get the “Gio” chants,” Milan Lucic said of the 
evening. 

“But I think it’ll go up a notch on December 23 when he has his real 
comeback to Calgary.” 
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Mrazek welcomes increased scrutiny, pressure in Toronto 
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By Mark Masters 

SPORTSCENTRE Reporter 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated in two groups at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead 
of tonight’s game against the Senators in Ottawa. 

Petr Mrazek and Jack Campbell faced off in the preliminary round at the 
2012 World Juniors. Mrazek stopped 52 of 54 shots as the Czech 
Republic upset the Americans.  

Has Mrazek brought up the game with Campbell since he joined him in 
Toronto?  

"No, not yet actually, but I might," Mrazek said before breaking into a 
smile. "At some point at dinner or somewhere I'm going to bring it up." 

"He played well that game," Campbell recalled. "He's a competitor and 
you see that every day here. It's a lot of fun to bring that compete 
together [with mine] and it makes the team even stronger." 

That's certainly what the Leafs, who signed Mrazek to a three-year deal 
in July, are banking on.  

"We have two guys that are confident and comfortable with who they 
are," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "They are easygoing yet serious and 
very competitive at the same time. So, it's just a really good fit." 

Mrazek spent the last three seasons with the small-market Hurricanes, 
but seems unfazed by the move to hockey-mad Toronto.  

"It's going to be better, to be honest," Mrazek insisted. "The pressure is 
here every single day and that's something we want. I feel like that's the 
game we love and want to play ... I like to play under pressure." 

Mrazek didn't always feel as confident in the mental side of the game. 
Three years ago, he started working with Marian Jelinek, the longtime 
sports psychologist of Jaromir Jagr, who taught him how to navigate the 
ups and downs in a long season.  

"He helped me so much," Mrazek said. "We're in contact every single 
day. 

"I heard there's a lot of attention here and, you know what, if fans are 
nice, I don't have a problem to have a good conversation and have a 
picture and stuff like that." 

While Campbell made his Stanley Cup playoff debut last season, Mrazek 
has a longer postseason track record (29 games). He helped the 
Hurricanes advance in both 2019 and 2020 playoffs.   

"He's established himself as a good goaltender in the NHL," said Keefe. 
"He's got good experience. He's played in the playoffs and played well in 
the playoffs. He's done well at sharing the net and having a guy that's 
pushing him and he's able to push the other guy. And he's just got a 
great personality about him." 

Campbell is also a fun-loving character, which has led to some instant 
chemistry between the pair, who are also both 29 years old.  

"We've hung out a lot at the rink," Campbell said, "a little bit away from 
the rink and our girlfriends have gotten to know each other and it's a 
really fun relationship because we push each other so much. He's a 
competitive guy and so am I so it clicks." 

Work with Jagr's psychologist has Mrazek feeling comfortable in Leafs 
Nation 

When Petr Mrazek first started in the NHL, he didn't believe he needed a 
sports psychologist. Eventually, before he went to Carolina, he reached 
out to Jaromir Jagr's personal sports psychologist and has been working 
with him ever since. He spoke about the improvements he feels he's 
made in his game thanks to working with a sports psychologist every 
day, and how that will help him deal with the pressure in Toronto. 

Ilya Mikheyev scored the shootout winner in Toronto's opening pre-
season game on Saturday night.  

"I don't think about it. I just shoot," Mikheyev said with a laugh. "When I 
think a lot sometimes it doesn't work." 

Mikheyev scored seven goals on 107 shots last season. His 6.5 shooting 
percentage ranked dead last among Leafs forwards, who played the 
whole season with Toronto. 

"Of course, I need more work on breakaways, because I had lots of 
chances last season," Mikheyev said. "It's just the mentality. I need to 
score one and then it's coming."  

His teammates sense it.  

"His shot's always been solid, but he's been woking on it a lot so I'm 
looking for him to have a huge year for us," said Campbell. 

Despite generating chances well last season, particularly shorthanded, 
Leafs' winger Ilya Mikheyev was only able to convert on under seven per 
cent of his shots. Mikheyev says he's been working on his shot 
throughout the summer, and teammate Jack Campbell says Mikheyev 
puts in the work so he knows the goals will come. 

David Kampf has already made a big impression at training camp.  

"Kampf gives us the added depth at centre that, to me, we haven't had in 
my time here, in terms of that reliable player," said Keefe. "I feel 
comfortable playing David Kampf against anybody at any time and that's 
a very important thing as it's going to help manage the minutes of 
[Auston] Matthews and [John] Tavares a little bit better." 

Matthews averaged 21 minutes and 33 seconds of ice time last season, 
which ranked fifth among all NHL forwards. Linemate Mitch Marner led all 
forwards at 22 minutes and 26 seconds. Kampf logged 14 minutes and 
40 seconds per game with the Chicago Blackhawks.  

Kampf has skated on a line with Nikita Gusev and Ondrej Kase so far 
while also seeing time on the penalty kill. 

"He looks really good," said defenceman Justin Holl. "Someone who I've 
noticed is a super smart player. He always seems to be in the right spot 
and is an outlet for us defencemen." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Keefe feels Kampf-ortable with centre depth 

With the addition of David Kampf in the offseason, Maple Leafs head 
coach Sheldon Keefe says the team is the deepest at centre it's been in 
his time with the club. Keefe praised the Kampf's reliability and thinks 
having him will help to manage the minutes of his two top centres in 
Auston Matthews and John Tavares. 

The Leafs finished 24th in penalty-kill percentage (78.5) last season. The 
team will be changing its approach this year under new assistant coach 
Dean Chynoweth.  

"It's just about a little more aggressiveness," explained forward Alex 
Kerfoot. "That's something that Dean has preached from Day 1. There's 
some structural things that he'll tweak, but the main focus is just to be 
more aggressive and if we're going to get beat, we're going to get beat 
through aggressiveness not through passiveness." 

"Trying to be as assertive as possible," echoed Holl, "and dictating the 
play as opposed to letting the power play dictate the play."  

Chynoweth guided the Hurricanes to the third-best penalty-kill 
percentage in the NHL last season (85.2).  

Nick Robertson was scrolling through Twitter when he found out he 
would make his NHL debut with the Leafs in the 2020 playoffs.  

"Ever since I've been in the organization, maybe it's because I'm a young 
guy, but everything is kept quiet," the left winger said. "In the bubble I 
didn't know I was playing until I was on social media and saw it. It's kind 
of quiet. It is what it is, but I take it day by day and perform regardless."  

Even if he's curious about what's going on, Robertson has learned it's 
best not to get his news from social media.  

"Last season is when I stopped going on everything," he said. "It's one of 
the things they taught me here is to stay off it." 

Robertson is also learning to live on his own.  
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"I mean, don't ask my mom, but I can take care of my myself pretty 
good," the 20-year-old said. "It's just the little things. I always have to 
grab something or do something. I can never go home and chill. I have to 
go to the grocery store or do the dishes that I leave out all the time." 

What would his mom say?  

"When she comes up and sees it, she's not a fan of how I keep the 
place," Robertson said with a laugh. "Little dirtier than she expects."  

Robertson appears to be facing an uphill battle to make the Leafs out of 
training camp.  

"The biggest hurdle for him is the fact that we have a lot of depth here," 
noted Keefe. "He is still a young guy trying to find his way. He is trying to 
sort through being the dangerous top-six scorer we think he can be. That 
opportunity may not be available for him. He is trying to figure out how to 
do the other things really well and be good in the other areas of the 
game. He gets a chance to kill penalties and do things that he has done 
at the junior level. He killed penalties with the Marlies last year, which 
was important for us to give him those minutes to do so. He is a young 
guy in the mix with older guys who are trying to compete for spots. He is 
certainly in the mix for us. He has a lot of tools we can utilize when the 
time comes for it." 

Leafs' Robertson learns to tune out social media, live on his own 

Maple Leafs prospect Nick Robertson says he found out he was playing 
his first NHL game when he was scrolling through Twitter. Now, 
Robertson says he doesn't use the app as much on advice from the 
team. Robertson also spoke about adjusting to living on his own and how 
his mother is not always impressed with his neatness. 
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Kerfoot’s value rooted in unique versatility 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Alex Kerfoot can easily adapt to changes on the ice. Not 
so much in the equipment room.  

The Maple Leafs’ forward had been stubbornly attached to the same 
unique candy cane-style tape job on his stick since college. For years he 
contemplated a new look, but it wasn’t until now that Kerfoot finally made 
the move. 

“It's gone; I just wanted to get rid of it,” Kerfoot said after the Leafs’ 
morning skate on Wednesday, ahead of facing Ottawa in their third 
preseason game. “I like the new [design] and it just feels better. I tried it 
throughout the summer. I had tried getting away from [the candy cane] in 
the past, but it just didn't feel right. I tried to stick with it a little bit longer, 
but it feels good now [to change].” 

Kerfoot has been more enthusiastic about accepting adjustments to his 
role, and that’s part of what makes him so valuable in Toronto. The 27-
year-old has been able to transition seamlessly from centre to the wing 
for Toronto ever since being acquired via a trade with Colorado in July 
2019.  

That versatility has come in handy for coach Sheldon Keefe on multiple 
occasions. Whether necessitated by injuries or simply to refresh 
Toronto’s lineup, Keefe can always count on Kerfoot to perform wherever 
he’s assigned.  

“That's one thing that Kerf has done a really good job of with us, is being 
able to execute in various roles,” Keefe said. “I really don’t [have a 
preference for his position]. I like him in both. And he’s also just willing. 
He's a team-first guy where, whatever the coach asks of him or whatever 
the team requires, he's there to go out and do it. I thought he did a 

remarkable job for us last season [by] elevating and performing the way 
that he did.” 

Kerfoot had to pivot particularly fast last spring during the postseason. 
When John Tavares was injured in Game 1 of the Leafs’ first-round 
playoff series against Montreal, Kerfoot went from playing on the wing 
with Riley Nash to centering different lines. The Harvard graduate 
averaged 17 minutes and 11 seconds per game of ice time and netted 
one goal and six points in that series before Toronto's playoff run ended 
with a Game 7 loss.  

In the aftermath of that defeat, Kerfoot faced both disappointment in how 
the season played out and anxiety over his future. Leafs’ general 
manager Kyle Dubas opted to leave Kerfoot exposed in the expansion 
draft, and the thought of being selected to the Seattle Kraken was 
constantly on Kerfoot’s mind. 

His anxiousness wasn’t helped when a viral fish-throwing video purported 
to show Kerfoot as the Kraken’s pick from Toronto.  

That ultimately wasn’t the case (Jared McCann ended up being chosen) 
and Kerfoot could finally breathe easy.  

“I couldn't control much of it,” he said of the expansion draft process. 
“The organization is really open here. They let me know what was going 
on throughout the whole process and when it all got settled and I found 
out I was coming back here I couldn't have been happier, and I realized 
how fortunate I am to be back with the team.” 

Dubas went about improving the Leafs’ overall forward depth in the off-
season by signing David Kampf, Ondrej Kase, Nick Ritchie and Michael 
Bunting to free-agent contracts. Now that Toronto is a week into training 
camp and nearly halfway through the exhibition schedule, Keefe is 
starting to put the puzzle pieces together for a regular-season roster.  

At the moment, he’s not sure exactly where Kerfoot will end up.  

“I feel comfortable playing David Kampf against anybody at any time; 
that’s going to help manage the minutes of [Auston] Matthews and 
Tavares,” said Keefe. “So, that can open things up in terms of 
opportunities for how we use Kerfoot, and I've talked to Kerfy to say we 
want to let that play out a little bit. We've got him in the middle and I like 
him there to begin, but the fact that I know we can move him around if 
needed is a nice option for me to have.” 

Kerfoot’s responsiveness to new things opened Keefe up to the idea of 
testing him on the penalty kill, too. It’s not something Kerfoot had ever 
been involved with before, but true to form Kerfoot quickly carved out a 
niche. 

Last season, he was averaging 1:31 per game shorthanded, and Keefe 
dubbed Kerfoot one of the team’s most “responsible and reliable penalty 
killers.” 

The overall numbers weren’t great for Toronto’s kill last year though, as 
evidenced by its 24th-place finish (78.5 per cent). Since then, the Leafs 
have lost Zach Hyman - their top penalty-killing forward - to Edmonton in 
free agency. New assistant coach Dean Chynoweth is in charge of 
turning things around for the kill this year, and Kerfoot likes the attitude 
being implemented. 

“I think it’s just about a little more aggressiveness,” Kerfoot said. “That’s 
something that [Chynoweth] has preached from day one. And there's 
some certain structural things that he'll tweak, but the main focus is just 
to be more aggressive and if we're going to get beat, we're going to get 
beat through aggressiveness, not through passiveness.” 

Given all Kerfoot does, the thought of not having him in the mix at all 
admittedly caused Keefe some anxiety. But the expansion draft came 
and went, leaving Keefe with a player he truly covets.  

“The fact that it worked out to be able to keep him around [was great], 
because of all the things he does [for us],” Keefe said. “But also because 
of what it means to the team and to his teammates. Kerf is a very, very 
popular guy in our room. It's nice to see him back.” 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 09.30.2021 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • September 30, 2021 

 

1192513 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / Ukrainian Hockey League player suspended at least three 
games for racist gesture against Black opponent 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

A Ukrainian Hockey League player has been suspended for a racist 
gesture against a Black opponent during a game Sunday.  

Andri Deniskin was suspended for a mandatory three games with the 
possibility for an additional 10 games, depending on whether he pays a 
fine. The HC Kremenchuk forward was ejected after he mimed peeling 
and eating a banana in the direction of Jalen Smereck, who is a Black 
player from Detroit. Ukraine's federal hockey disciplinary committee 
handed down the decision.  

According to Ukrainian Hockey League general manager Eugene 
Kolychev, the fine is worth ₴50,000, or $1,800.22.  

Smereck, in his first season playing overseas after three seasons in the 
Arizona Coyotes organization, said in an Instagram post Tuesday he'd be 
taking a leave of absence from his team, HC Donboss.  

"I will not play another game in the Ukrainian Hockey League until 
Andrey Deniskin is suspended and removed from the league," he wrote. 

"I'm not even looking at this as a suspension. This can't be taken 
seriously," Smereck told ESPN on Wednesday. "You get more games for 
a cross-check or a stupid hit ... for hockey plays. And this is completely 
un-hockey-like. It's just a bad thing all around." 

Deniskin apologized for his actions on social media but deleted the post, 
ESPN reported. According to the disciplinary committee, a written 
statement provided by Deniskin said he was responding to verbal 
provocation from Smereck.  

The International Ice Hockey Federation condemned "in the strongest 
possible terms the actions of Andri Denyskin," president of the body Luc 
Tardif said in a statement Monday. "There is no place for such a blatantly 
racist and unsportsmanlike gesture in our sport and in society."  

Most of the North American hockey community felt the discipline did not 
go far enough.  

"If you don’t see a problem here, you’re a part of it," Florida Panthers 
forward Anthony Duclair, a member of the Hockey Diversity Alliance, 
wrote on Twitter. "This is embarrassing. Basically we’re telling kids if you 
make a racist gesture you’ll be back playing in a couple weeks … it’s 
2021. Time to add a ban rule???" 
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