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The Hurricanes have a logjam at forward, and Steven Lorentz is right in the middle of it  

By Chip Alexander  

After playing 56 games as a rookie for the Carolina 
Hurricanes last season, including the playoffs, forward 
Steven Lorentz wants to stay in the lineup, knowing there’s 
much work to be done. 

Seth Jarvis wants to make the Canes roster. Forwards 
Jamieson Rees, Jack Drury and Ryan Suzuki want to make 
the roster. 

As Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour says, they’re all “knocking 
on the door.” 

The problem: there doesn’t appear to be open seats at the 
table -- at least not this season, not at forward. The numbers 
game does not bode well.  

Lorentz is 25. He’s also 6-foot-4 and 206 pounds, with the 
face of a choir boy and the on-ice demeanor of a 
heavyweight boxer. He’s a crash-and-banger on the 
forecheck and plays with the degree of intensity Brind’Amour 
wants. 

Lorentz has been working on the fourth line during training 
camp, alternating at times with Josh Leivo, one of the Canes’ 
offseason additions. He also knows about the need for 
perseverance and remaining positive, having been a 
seventh-round draft pick by the Canes in 2015 who made it 
to the NHL and made his debut in January, 

“As Roddy says, it’s win each day,” Lorentz said.  

The pandemic season of 2020-21 gave Lorentz the chance 
to play, to stick his nose into the battle. He wasn’t sure how 
many games he might play. Once called up for the taxi 
squad. It turned out to be more than he expected.  

He played 45 regular-season games, including the final 33, 
as the Canes won the Central Division. He then made his 
Stanley Cup playoff debut and was in the lineup for 11 
games as the Canes topped Nashville in the first round 
before being ousted by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“Coming off last year, playing pretty much every other night, 
it was a grind, not only mentally but physically as well,” 
Lorentz said Wednesday in a media interview. “It was nice to 
go home after the season but by mid-August I was ready to 
get back and excited to get things going again.” 

The Canes brought in 52 players for preseason training 
camp and divided them into two groups -- Team Attitude and 
Team Energy. Judging by the team names, Lorentz would 
have fit either group. He’s a 100-percent effort guy with a 
super attitude. 

“I’m just trying to play my game and bring to the table what I 
feel I’m good at, which is playing big down low and trying to 
chip pucks in and create energy,” Lorentz said. 

That’s what he tried to do Tuesday in the Canes’ first 
preseason game at PNC Arena. The Canes topped the 
Tampa Bay Lightning 3-1 as Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Teuvo 
Teravainen each had a power-play goal and assist. 

Lorentz was the left winger on a line centered by Derek 
Stepan, with Leivo on the right side. He had 20 shifts and 
16:12 in ice time, including 2:11 when the Canes were 
shorthanded. He also had a team-high three giveaways, 
noting a “little rust” in his game. 

“I like the kid a lot,” Stepan told the media. “He works 
extremely hard. He’s got a skill set which is sneaky really 
good. We’ve had some good chemistry so far.” 

Lorentz had a chat with Brind’Amour on the ice Wednesday 
after practice at the Wake Competition Center, the coach 
reinforcing the need for Lorentz to keep his game more 
consistent. No shifts off.  

Who else is in the mix? 

Jarvis, who has been slowed by a slight injury in camp, did 
not play in the game, but Carolina’s first-round pick in 2020 
should be in the lineup Friday when the Canes again face 
the Lightning in a preseason game in Tampa, Florida. Rees, 
Drury and Suzuki all were in the lineup Tuesday, and Rees 
teamed up with Drury for a second-period goal as Rees 
made a perfect setup pass to Drury speeding to the net. 

Rees and Drury, both second-round draft picks by the 
Canes, were making their NHL preseason debuts. And had 
an impact. 

“It was good,” Rees said Wednesday. “I thought I played 
well, played hard and the team played well. It was my first 
and I was pretty excited. A little bit of mixed emotions, being 
excited, being nervous.” 

Rees said he’s “here to make the team” and will try his best 
to do that. And if not? 

“Just be ready whenever they need me,” Rees said. 

In other words, be in the position Lorentz found himself last 
season. 

Hurricanes preseason game 

When: Friday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Florida 

TV/radio: WCMC-FM 99.9 The Fan. 
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Notebook: Somewhere in the Middle 

RALEIGH, NC - No longer at the start of camp, not yet at 
crunch time. 

The Canes two training camp groups (Team Attitude and 
Team Energy) both skated at PNC Arena Thursday, just a 
day ahead of the team's second preseason game. 

Much is made of the line combinations, defensive pairings 
and special teams units at this time of the season, but most 
know that these can change rapidly, so it's important to not 
invest too much stock. For example, Jesperi Kotkaniemi's 
multiple power play points in Tuesday night's 3-1 victory over 
Tampa Bay doesn't automatically now slot him on a man 
advantage unit with Vincent Trocheck, Tony DeAngelo, and 
Teuvo Teravainen. In fact, the units had returned to what 
they'd been leading up to the team's preseason opener, 
placing "KK" with Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal, Martin 
Necas and Brett Pesce this morning. 

But again, who knows how long that will last? 

"I'm not sure what the groups are going to be [or] how it's all 
going to shake out, but [we're] just getting some reps for 
certain guys," Rod Brind'Amour said following the team's 
skate. "A lot of it for me is to see 'does that work?' Does that 
guy look good there, versus another spot? We'll move it 
around and hopefully we'll have a good idea by the time the 
season gets ready to roll." 

Looking at Tomorrow 

Brind'Amour will get another glance at who looks good where 
Friday night at Amalie Arena, when the team once again 
goes head-to-head with the back-to-back Stanley Cup 
Champs. 

In speaking about the expected lineup, the first confirmed bit 
of news from the bench boss was that Antti Raanta will get 
his first chance in net for the team. Frederik Andersen was 
strong in game one, denying 36 of Tampa's 37 shots. 
Brind'Amour said the plan all along was to get Andersen two 

starts, so the inference that Raanta would get the other two 
games appears to be on the path to being true. 

Signing on July 28 with the Canes, the Finnish father of two 
(or five, depending how you look at it), likely is eager to 
showcase what he can provide in his new setting. Playing in 
just 12 games with the Arizona Coyotes last year and 
entering his ninth season as a pro, the veteran is being 
afforded the same opportunity as Andersen in terms of 
preseason playing time. Now it'll be up to him to see how he 
performs. 

Fitting in Fine 

As much as some players are new to the organization, the 
relationships between certain players are not all starting from 
scratch. 

Brady Skjei was asked today about some of his former 
Rangers teammates coming to Carolina and he spoke about 
the common goal that brought them south. "It's nice. You see 
a lot of familiar faces that you don't know that you're ever 
going to play with once you leave. I know all of the guys very 
well personally and their main thing is that they want to win. 
They'll do anything to help the team." 

When the now 27-year-old broke into the league in 2015, 
little did he know then that he would be reconnecting with 
several members of that New York roster six years later. 
Derek Stepan was an integral member of that offense, 
Jesper Fast was beginning his ascent to becoming an every 
night player and Antti Raanta was making his push to prove 
that he was a number one netminder. A season later 
Brendan Smith joined the fold for the first of what would be 
four campaigns together. As recent as two seasons ago, 
both Skjei and Tony DeAngelo were eyed as key producers 
on the blue line at Madison Square Garden. 

Now, all of the aforementioned are together once again, 
refamiliarizing themselves in red. 
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‘I couldn’t see myself anywhere else:’ Martinook, Hurricanes glad to be reunited 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Carolina Hurricanes said goodbye to a number of 
familiar faces from last year’s team over the offseason, with 
a handful of players leaving in unrestricted free agency. One 
face that many expected might depart, however, ended up 
returning.  

On the first day of free agency, forward Jordan Martinook re-
signed with the Hurricanes on a three-year deal with a $1.8-
million AAV, a reunion both sides hoped for all along. 

“It sucked,” Martinook said when asked about his free 
agency process. “No, it was good. It was definitely interesting 
to see that side of it, talk with teams and do all that. But I 
think everybody in this room knows where my heart was at. It 
was tough because I was worried there when it kind of came 
down to it, but then I’m so happy to be back and I couldn’t 
see myself anywhere else. It was a good day, I’m very 
happy.” 

A big factor in Martinook returning to the team was head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. Brind’Amour had conversations 
throughout the process with both Martinook and the team’s 
management, and was heavily involved.  

For Martinook, his head coach showing that kind of belief 
and trust in him meant a lot.  

“I’ve made it known many times that I’d go to battle any day 
of the week, any day of the year for that guy,” Martinook 
said. “He went to battle for me, so that’s something I can’t 
really describe. It’s pretty cool to have your coach involved in 
that process and help along that process. My exit meeting 
and a couple times I talked to him, he’s just like ‘Keep me in 
the loop, keep me in the loop, don’t do anything unless you 
talk to me. It was getting down to crunch time, I called him 
and the rest is history.” 

Throughout his three-year tenure as head coach, 
Brind’Amour has managed to change the Hurricanes’ culture 
into one of winning, belief and putting in the hard work on 
and off the ice to get the desired results.  

Everything Martinook does for the team both on and off the 
ice has played a vital role in that.  

“With him, it was important,” Brind’Amour said. “I think he’s a 
big, big part of what we’re doing off the ice as well as on the 
ice. He was a part of these last three years of kind of righting 
the ship and getting us in the right direction. I was happy that 
I was able to convince him to stay. I didn’t think I had to 
convince him too much. It was a pretty easy conversation, 
but we need guys to bleed the colors, so to speak, and he’s 
one of them.” 

The energy Martinook plays with on the ice, and his 
personality off the ice, has endeared him to both his 
teammates and the fanbase. 

From the viral videos of him yelling “Mistah Svechnikov” at 
Andrei Svechnikov, to the relationship he’s formed with 
Emma Izzo, a young fan with down syndrome, Martinook has 
proved himself a vital part of the Hurricanes’ community, and 
one many were hoping to see return.  

That includes the other members of the Hurricanes’ on-ice 
leadership group.  

“I was super excited to see him come back,” Slavin said. 
“He’s a friend of mine, and you always hate to see friends 
leave the team, leave the organization. That’s part of it. 
When we saw that he signed, I know my wife was extremely 
happy. Her and his wife are really good friends, so from a 
hockey standpoint it’s awesome. He does bring so much to 
our team on and off the ice. He is one of the leaders, so it’s 
huge to have him back and be able to be a leader and 
continue to be Marty, who he is. We all know who he is. So 
it’s great to have that in the locker room.” 

Martinook has also helped the many new players the 
Hurricanes have brought in to adjust and adapt to their new 
team, including defenseman Ethan Bear, who he trained with 
in Edmonton over the summer. 

“He’s been huge,” Bear said. “Every time I have a question, 
I’ll just reach out to Marty. He’s good. He was in Edmonton, 
and that’s where I was training, so once the trade happened, 
he texted me right away and we just hit things off right away, 
and now we’re here.” 

For Brind’Amour, as he looks to get an opening roster that 
could feature as many as nine new players ready to go, 
having someone like Martinook who can be relied on to 
make the new guys feel welcome and bring the team 
together is important.  

“He’s done a great job with that,” Brind’Amour said. “Just the 
little things that make the team and he gets it from just 
reaching out and making people feel comfortable in this 
environment. That’s kind of what he does.” 

The other piece of the puzzle that was important for 
Martinook, who has a young family, was the three-year term 
on the contract. There’s no doubt that Raleigh is home for 
him, and he’ll continue looking to help the Hurricanes take 
the next step with his future secure.  

“I have a family,” Martinook said. “Both my kids have been 
born here. I think once you get into, I hate to say it, but the 
later part of your career, I’m 29, I’m not getting any younger, 
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it’s definitely nice to have that security. Especially with little 
kids, I don’t want to be moving around all the time. I’ve said 
this, this is kind of like a second home to me, being able to 

get a house, put some roots down and meet some friends 
outside of hockey which is exciting. Whenever you can get 
some stability and security, it’s pretty big.” 

 

 

Drury making it tough for ‘Canes to send him down  

by: Todd Gibson  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – Jack Drury sat on the PNC Arena 
ice with his arms raised in the air. He had just scored 
Carolina’s third goal in a 3-1 preseason win Tuesday over 
Tampa Bay. 

“That felt nice,” Drury said. “It takes a load off your shoulders 
and can loosen up a bit.” 

The Hurricanes selected the former Harvard star in the 
second round of the 2018 draft. In July, the New York native 
signed a three-year entry-level deal after a spectacular 
playing in Sweden for the Vaxjo Lakers. Now he’s fighting for 
a roster spot. 

“It’s a stressful environment for everyone,” Drury said. “But 
as a pro athlete, that’s something you’ve got to be able to 
handle. It’s a fun challenge and I’m just trying to stay day to 
day, get a little better every day. That’s the message from 
Rod (Brind’Amour) and all the way through the organization.” 

Drury and fellow rookie Jamison Rees are the two young 
forwards battling for one of the few openings heading into the 
regular season. There’s a chance neither will stick with the 
team, but why not make it tough on those who have to make 
that decision? 

“Any of the young guys, they’ve got to make something 
happen and they’re doing that,” Brind’Amour said. “They 
want to make it tough on us to make the right decision, and 
that’s what they’re doing.” 

The 21-year-old Drury projects as a future third-line center 
with second-line upside. His greatest strength is his hockey 
sense. Power play, penalty kill, or even strength, Drury can 
be trusted in all phases of the game. 

The future looks bright for Drury, and that’s exactly what 
‘Canes fans have to look forward to. The Carolina 
organization brought in some veteran presence to fill in the 
fourth line, making it very difficult for Drury to make the team 
out of camp. 

“I really try to avoid that,” Drury said when trying to project 
his chances of making the team. “That’s all out of my control, 
so there’s really no point in worrying about it. 

“We’ve got a lot of great guys in the room and I think 
everyone just wants to put their best foot forward every day 
and keep getting better.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254623082.html  

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/notebook-somewhere-in-the-middle/c-326480020 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/9/30/22702535/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-free-agency-jordan-martinook-jaccob-slavin 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/drury-making-it-tough-for-canes-to-send-him-down/ 
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The Hurricanes have a logjam at forward, and Steven Lorentz is right in 
the middle of it 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 12:04 PM 

 

MORRISVILLE 

After playing 56 games as a rookie for the Carolina Hurricanes last 
season, including the playoffs, forward Steven Lorentz wants to stay in 
the lineup, knowing there’s much work to be done. 

Seth Jarvis wants to make the Canes roster. Forwards Jamieson Rees, 
Jack Drury and Ryan Suzuki want to make the roster. 

As Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour says, they’re all “knocking on the 
door.” 

The problem: there doesn’t appear to be open seats at the table -- at 
least not this season, not at forward. The numbers game does not bode 
well. 

Lorentz is 25. He’s also 6-foot-4 and 206 pounds, with the face of a choir 
boy and the on-ice demeanor of a heavyweight boxer. He’s a crash-and-
banger on the forecheck and plays with the degree of intensity 
Brind’Amour wants. 

Lorentz has been working on the fourth line during training camp, 
alternating at times with Josh Leivo, one of the Canes’ offseason 
additions. He also knows about the need for perseverance and remaining 
positive, having been a seventh-round draft pick by the Canes in 2015 
who made it to the NHL and made his debut in January, 

“As Roddy says, it’s win each day,” Lorentz said. 

The pandemic season of 2020-21 gave Lorentz the chance to play, to 
stick his nose into the battle. He wasn’t sure how many games he might 

play. Once called up for the taxi squad. It turned out to be more than he 
expected. 

He played 45 regular-season games, including the final 33, as the Canes 
won the Central Division. He then made his Stanley Cup playoff debut 
and was in the lineup for 11 games as the Canes topped Nashville in the 
first round before being ousted by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“Coming off last year, playing pretty much every other night, it was a 
grind, not only mentally but physically as well,” Lorentz said Wednesday 
in a media interview. “It was nice to go home after the season but by mid-
August I was ready to get back and excited to get things going again.” 

The Canes brought in 52 players for preseason training camp and 
divided them into two groups -- Team Attitude and Team Energy. Judging 
by the team names, Lorentz would have fit either group. He’s a 100-
percent effort guy with a super attitude. 

“I’m just trying to play my game and bring to the table what I feel I’m good 
at, which is playing big down low and trying to chip pucks in and create 
energy,” Lorentz said. 

That’s what he tried to do Tuesday in the Canes’ first preseason game at 
PNC Arena. The Canes topped the Tampa Bay Lightning 3-1 as Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen each had a power-play goal and 
assist. 

Lorentz was the left winger on a line centered by Derek Stepan, with 
Leivo on the right side. He had 20 shifts and 16:12 in ice time, including 
2:11 when the Canes were shorthanded. He also had a team-high three 
giveaways, noting a “little rust” in his game. 

“I like the kid a lot,” Stepan told the media. “He works extremely hard. 
He’s got a skill set which is sneaky really good. We’ve had some good 
chemistry so far.” 

Lorentz had a chat with Brind’Amour on the ice Wednesday after practice 
at the Wake Competition Center, the coach reinforcing the need for 
Lorentz to keep his game more consistent. No shifts off. 

WHO ELSE IS IN THE MIX? 

Jarvis, who has been slowed by a slight injury in camp, did not play in the 
game, but Carolina’s first-round pick in 2020 should be in the lineup 
Friday when the Canes again face the Lightning in a preseason game in 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 1, 2021 

 

Tampa, Florida. Rees, Drury and Suzuki all were in the lineup Tuesday, 
and Rees teamed up with Drury for a second-period goal as Rees made 
a perfect setup pass to Drury speeding to the net. 

Rees and Drury, both second-round draft picks by the Canes, were 
making their NHL preseason debuts. And had an impact. 

“It was good,” Rees said Wednesday. “I thought I played well, played 
hard and the team played well. It was my first and I was pretty excited. A 
little bit of mixed emotions, being excited, being nervous.” 

Rees said he’s “here to make the team” and will try his best to do that. 
And if not? 

“Just be ready whenever they need me,” Rees said. 

In other words, be in the position Lorentz found himself last season. 
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Hurricanes’ goalie split, center depth and Metropolitan Division 
predictions: Bag of Jerks 

 

By Sara Civian  

Sep 30, 2021  

  

The Hurricanes’ first preseason game is in the rearview, and overreaction 
SZN is well underway. 

Y’all didn’t disappoint with your first batch of questions in a season that 
will be full of them. 

Let’s answer what we can — and ruminate on what we can’t — before 
the puck drops on Oct. 14. 

Note: Questions may be edited for clarity, length and style. 

1. What’s a consensus opinion in the national media about the Canes 
with which you disagree? (Why?) 

2. What’s something about the division you’ve changed your mind on 
after last season? 

3. What something you’re confident will happen to the team and/or a 
player but would (secretly) be happy if it did not? — Robert H. 

Wow, Robert H. really put his thinking cap on with the most creative 
series of questions in this batch. I sort of feel like I’m on that “73 
questions with Vogue” series. 

1. I disagree with the binary philosophy many national media members 
seem to have with the Canes, which obviously stems from their 
ignorance of the market and not covering the team enough in general. It’s 
like they’re either team “Look at these fun-loving bunch of jerks! Wow! 
They’re racking up the jokes on social media!” or team “Look at this 
destitute franchise that disrespects the integrity game at every chance 
possible.” 

It seems like a lot of the national media (in particular, the Canadian 
media) tries to put this team in some pre-determined box — terrible or 
amazing — when they’ve never even been here. It’s the kind of thing that 
actually influenced Marc Bergevin to tender the inexpensive Sebastian 
Aho sheet in the first place. It seems like certain stereotypes about the 
Canes are ingrained and perpetuated as fact. It’s annoying that Chip 
Alexander, Cory Lavalette and the rest of the Hurricanes media can 
report a fact, then the national media seems to ignore the facts and cling 
to the narratives. 

*Exhales* 

Wait, were you talking about opinions about the actual team? OK. I think 
Alex Nedeljkovic will be a good NHL goalie, but I understand why the 
Hurricanes wanted to go a different direction for their No. 1 — and no, it 
wasn’t about the money. 

2. Well, I thought the Flyers were a dark horse to win the Cup last year; 
now I wonder if they’ll make the playoffs. Seventh grade me (massive 
Bruins fan and budding defenseman) also can’t recover from Zdeno 
Chara jumping around the Metro. Please just retire and join the Bruins 
coaching staff. 

3. Just when we thought we’d have a normal schedule, the Olympics 
were waiting in the wings. I’m thrilled for anyone and everyone on the 
Canes who will make their respective rosters. I’m thrilled for all of the 
Finnish hockey fans that have become Hurricanes fans and will 
potentially get to see all those guys shine on the national stage once 
again. But I would secretly be a little happy if this was not happening and 
we got less of a condensed schedule. 

Your prediction for a breakout player for the year? — Biff Y. 

Hah, have you been following along with the news conferences where I 
keep asking? A few fun stories to come from that. 

I loved Rod Brind’Amour’s take — who’s to say an “older” guy can’t break 
out and get to that next level? But the Webster definition of “breakout” is 
“suddenly and extremely popular or successful,” so I’m going to have to 
go with the general consensus of Martin Necas with this one. 

What are you looking forward to the most this year? — Cassie F. 

How nice of you to ask, Cassie. I’m looking forward to getting back to 
those day-to-day interactions that don’t seem like a big deal at the time 
but add up to mean everything in retrospect. For example, I saw one of 
the PNC Arena security folks I used to regularly interact with at the game 
Tuesday, and he just screamed, “You’re alive!” I was thrilled just the 
same. 

I’m also looking forward to seeing what happens with this Hurricanes 
team. It’s been pretty easy to look at the roster the past two seasons and 
just say, “OK, this team is competitive and has a chance to advancing a 
few rounds in the playoffs.” We’ve felt comfortable making that 
assessment because not much has changed. 

This offseason has forced me to test my hockey personnel knowledge, 
institutional knowledge and instinct and form some opinions (see: the 
Nedeljkovic opinion above). 

I’m looking forward to seeing how far off I was and what it will teach me 
about the game. 

I have some questions regarding the center position. 

1. What do you think will happen if Jordan Staal and/or Vincent Trocheck 
(and/or Sebastian Aho of course) is out? Who is first in line for replacing? 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi? Necas? Jordan Martinook? Ryan Suzuki? 

2. Please name, as you think, the four starting centers next season. No 
more Trocheck, for example? I understand it’s quite an impossible 
question but fun to know what you think. 

Thanks for great job! — Andréas Palm, Sweden 

Thank you for the question, Andréas, and I too have some questions 
regarding the center position. 

1. As morbid as it is to head into a season anticipating injury, that’s a 
huge part of any NHL front office’s job. The Canes have harped on depth 
this offseason and have all the options you’ve listed to run with in the 
event of an injury. I think, and this is the whole crux of training camp 
roster battles to begin with, it depends on who is injured and the severity 
of the injury. Let’s say Trocheck is injured for any amount of time — 
you’re probably going to go with Necas or Kotkaniemi as the center and 
adjust accordingly, but I’d vote Necas being ready. I love Ryan Suzuki’s 
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potential, but he’s not even in the NHL yet and the Canes have several 
NHL centers playing wing (that’s by design because of your question!), 
so he likely won’t be getting that call. Then if it’s a Staal injury, you might 
see Derek Stepan move up and Martinook or Lorentz shift into that 4C 
spot. It’s all about filling in for that skill set. 

2. The earliest version of the 2022-23 center depth chart, assuming the 
Canes don’t re-sign Trocheck or Stepan: First of all, I’d bet if the Canes 
don’t re-sign Trocheck, they’ll be trading for or seeking out an immediate 
replacement (aka the thought process behind the Kotkaniemi offer 
sheet). Aho at 1C, Necas (RFA, but Canes will re-sign him) 2C, 
Kotkaniemi 3C (the Canes will not let go of both Trocheck and 
Kotkaniemi), Staal 4C. 

What is a realistic point projection and lineup placement for Tony 
DeAngelo? — C.M. 

CM Punk, is that you? 

As far as point projections go, his career high is 15 goals and 53 points in 
68 games in 2019-20 — but then there’s a 23-point drop-off in his next 
best season. If I were a Canes fan, I wouldn’t bank on a 0.78 points-per-
game average, but I’d bet it’ll hover around there, and I’ll let something 
Martinook said last Friday explain why. 

“When he signed, we had a conversation and I just said, ‘The past is the 
past. We’re not going to bring it up in the room,’” Martinook said. “He’s 
here to help us, and he’s a very good player. He’s dynamic offensively, 
and obviously we lost Dougie. I love that we got Tony because he can 
kind of do a lot of things that Dougie did, and he wants to prove it. I feel 
like when you’re kind of up against it, to be pushed up against the wall, 
that’s where you see a lot of character come out of guys. For the two and 
a half weeks he’s been here, his head’s been down and he’s working 
hard.” 

Of course, what DeAngelo is “up against” is a situation he entirely 
created himself. But if we’re speaking about on-ice production, I can see 
how a “prove people wrong” mentality could motivate someone to score 
goals, no matter what the situation is. 

Of all the new faces, who do you think is capable of staging the 
best/most creative storm surge? — Braxton C. 

Well after Antti Raanta told me he has two kids at home and three at the 
rink in Aho, Teravainen and Kotkaniemi, the people need some sort of 
Finnish storm surge. 

Serious question: Seth Jarvis looked good during the prospects 
tournament, but is his injury still keeping him from practicing with the 
Canes? (If so, he’s not gonna be able to play his way onto the roster.) — 
Andrew R. 

Serious answer: It wasn’t just his injury, but that sort of made it an easier 
decision. It seems clear through these past few days that there’s only 
room for one, if any, forward “prospect” to unexpectedly make this 
Hurricanes team right out of camp. It’s obviously unfortunate that Jarvis 
“tweaked something” during the prospects tournament, but as promising 
as his future is, it’s probably always been a better move to send him back 
to junior for another season than to start considering him a straight-out-
of-camp NHL roster candidate. 

The good news is he’s back to skating with the Canes now, he’ll get in at 
least one preseason game and he already turned heads at the 
tournament. 

What’s the goaltending split looking like this year between Freddie 
Andersen and Raanta, assuming both stay healthy all season long. … 
60-40 Andersen seem fair? — Rob G. 

Rob, I agree with your answer, there. Both Andersen and Raanta are 
pretty much locks for their respective Olympic rosters — does anything 
change headed into that? If everything goes according to plan, we’re 
definitely looking at 60-40 or even closer to 70-30 just based on another 
condensed schedule situation. 

Has there been a noticeable change between the way Dean Chynoweth 
coached the defense last year and how Tim Gleason is coaching this 
year, and how do you think that translates to on-ice production? — Chris 
M. 

I love that you care this much, Chris M, and I think a Tim Gleason 
interview should be on deck. But it is entirely too early to evaluate this, 
and I’ll quote a laughing, postgame Brind’Amour on this one. 

“We’re 1-0 with him, right? So I guess pretty good,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He was great. He’s going to be great at it, I think, because he wants to 
be. We’re happy to have him on staff.” 

Dumb one, but what are your thoughts on hanging the Central Division 
banner? I get it in a normal year, but last season there was a playoff for 
division champs … and we lost. Just seems odd to me, especially with 
how much the Canes media team ragged on Nashville, as they should 
have, for posting the Western Conference (regular season) champs 
banner. — Ian D. 

A part of me gets it. There’s only going to be one “Central Division,” as 
we knew it, and I think it’s essential to fossilize as much history from the 
past few years as we can for future generations. I also think it was one of 
the hardest regular-season banners to win in NHL history, and the Canes 
deserve to celebrate that. I know I’m not winning any awards for my work 
performance throughout this pandemic. 

I think they went about it the right way, without a ceremony or even an 
announcement. But I do wonder if that’s because they didn’t want to get 
roasted by the Predators. Because they did make fun of them for their 
banner, and people don’t forget. 

The history major in me thinks the banner is important in the context of 
hockey and world history as a whole. The hockey fan in me would 
describe this banner raising in one word — the first word of your 
question. 

Stuart, I don’t mean to be dramatic, but I’m not sure if I’ve ever seen 
Staal in better condition than he is right now. What does that ultimately 
mean? Who knows — probably that he’ll be used to do what he’s always 
been most valuable at — eating up big minutes against the league’s best 
players and allowing the Canes’ skill lines to have an easier time 
shooting the puck at the net. If he happens to put a few in himself when 
all is said and done, more power to him. 

Broadcasting question: With Bally Sports unavailable on most streaming 
platforms, is the most viable option to watch game coverage while in-
market via the cable services and ESPN+ if out of market? — Lee H. 

I understandably got a lot of questions about this, because this entire 
process is ridiculous. 

The good news? By the time this is published, my colleague Sean 
Shapiro will have his crash course on how to navigate all of this up and 
running. 

The bad news? You’ll basically have to get a TV provider to watch Bally, 
then an ESPN+ account to watch the out-of-market games. 

How’s your cat doing and have you decided on a name yet? — Hamzah 
J. 

My cat is living a life any of us would only dream of. I have had roughly 
six hours of sleep in the past few days because I am obsessed with her, 
and it seems like she’s picked me as her human over my boyfriend. I 
cannot give up bragging rights like those. Unfortunately, that means 
she’s also obsessed with me and I can’t do anything without her trying to, 
like, lick my eyeballs. 

Overall, 15/10 experience. 

We decided on officially naming her Rangoon after our favorite appetizer, 
but we can’t stop calling her “Scotty Kitten” and “Psycho,” among other 
names. 
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Please tell us about your writing process — do you churn it out? Do you 
have to overcome writer’s block? Do you procrastinate? If so, how do you 
overcome it? Please let us know some insight into the Civian writing 
routine? — James B. 

Do I procrastinate? Never. (I hope my editor gets a chuckle out of this.) 

The procrastination problem is real among writers, and it can stem from a 
few things. For me, it’s a combination of my open struggles with ADHD 
and wanting every article to be worth it to the audience. Did I make you 
laugh? Did I make you think? Did I present any new information? If not, I 
hate the article, and it’s really hard to submit something you don’t like. 

But I’ve had to “churn out” articles I don’t love more than ever during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and I think it’s helped me grow as a person and as 
a writer. Learning that sometimes hating the article, getting it done 
regardless and moving on is better than sitting on it forever. This way I 
can move on to the next article that might come a little bit easier. 

As many with ADHD can relate to, in school I often had a report card with 
three A-plus grades and two Ds or Fs. 

Obviously, I entered the field where I was racking up the good grades, 
but then it turns into a new scale you make for yourself. At the end of the 
day, my writing process has become trying to recognize, enjoy and revel 
in what I consider my A-plus endeavors and not trying to force my 
perceived Ds into As. When you’re writing three to four times a week, not 
everything is going on the fridge. 
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Lightning’s Mikhail Sergachev looking to improve his offensive game 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

BRANDON — Defenseman Mikhail Sergachev has taken on a bit of a 
mentoring role with the Lightning during training camp, offering a 
suggestion or two to some of the junior-level players. 

But don’t call him a veteran. 

Sergachev spent time giving tips to defenseman Roman Schmidt, 18, a 
third-round draft pick in July who was making his training camp debut, on 
deke moves at the blue line after noticing Schmidt make one during 
practice. 

“I see him do it, so I like that kind of stuff, so we talked about it,” 
Sergachev said. “But I’m really not a (veteran). I think I’m still the 
youngest guy on the team.” 

Sergachev is 23. It’s easy to forget about his youth given that he’s 
entering his fifth full season with the Lightning, has two Stanley Cups on 
his resume and has flourished into one of the game’s top young all-
around defensemen. 

“I think on most teams he might be (considered a veteran), but on this 
team he is still a kid,” coach Jon Cooper said. “He’s done a lot of great 
things in this league at such a young age, but you look at our team now, I 
feel like our core is really young still. But we’ve just been together so 
long. I think it feels like we’ve got more veteran status than we do. 

“But, nah, ‘Sergy’ (is) still a kid to me.” 

Sergachev came to Tampa Bay from Montreal in the June 2017 trade 
that sent Jonathan Drouin to the Canadiens. A first-round draft pick (ninth 
overall) of the Canadiens in 2016, he had a reputation as an offensive-
minded defenseman. But buying into the Lightning’s commitment to 
defense has made him a great player on a team full of them. 

Last season Sergachev ranked fourth on the team in point shares — a 
statistic that measures a player’s contribution to the team’s success in 
points, similar to win shares in baseball — behind Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
Victor Hedman and Brayden Point, in part because of his strong 
defensive game. 

Each season Sergachev has earned a larger role. He averaged a career-
high 21:58 of ice time last season and had an increased role on the 
power play and the penalty kill. 

But he isn’t nearly satisfied, wanting to improve his offensive game. In 
last season’s shortened 56-game schedule, he scored just four goals 
after averaging eight over his first three full seasons. 

Make no mistake, Sergachev was an instrumental part of the offense, 
and the effectiveness of his rocket shot from the point isn’t reflected in his 
scoring totals. Plus, with 30 points, he was on pace to set a career high 
had the Lightning played an 82-game regular season. 

“Yeah, it’s offense now,” Sergachev said. “It’s been defense the past 
couple years now. But really, it’s consistency. I’ll try to play all the games 
as consistent as possible, offensively and defensively. I’ll just kind of 
bring everything to the table as I always try to do, but I’ve got to be even 
more focused now.” 

Sergachev did have a career-low 3.7 shooting percentage, so he 
concentrated on improving his accuracy during the short offseason. 

“I didn’t score a lot of goals last year,” he said. “So I was working on my 
shot. … That’s one area I was trying to work on — scores and angles — 
as much as possible to help the team win.” 

Cooper laughed when told about Sergachev’s desire to score more. He 
thinks the young defenseman is progressing just as he should. 

“Sergachev has been such an integral part of our success, and a big 
portion of that is how he’s played in the defensive zone,” Cooper said. 
“And if there was a hole in his game coming in, it was in the defensive 
zone, and he’s worked his tail off to become, in my book, an elite 
defenseman in this league. But it’s because you can play the whole 200 
feet. 

“Is this scoring and stuff going to come eventually? Yes, it will. So I’m not 
worried about that. It’s his two-way game in both ends of the ice, and he 
keeps getting better and better. He’s a big-time defenseman in this 
league now, but it’s hard because they all want the points, and I get it. 
But I’m not worried. I love his progression.” 
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Lightning notes: How Andrej Sustr captured his Beijing journey through 
his camera lens 

 

By Joe Smith 

Oct 1, 2021 

 

Through the lens of Andrej Sustr’s Leica Q2 camera, Lightning fans have 
gotten a behind-the-scenes look at training camp. 
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Take a peek at the defenseman’s Instagram feed, and you’ll see plenty of 
on-ice action shots. There are also training room table laughs, a trip to 
Bucs games and the dessert room at Bern’s. 

He even got Nikita Kucherov to smile. 

Sustr’s passion for photography was sparked the last couple of years 
while playing in China, when a teammate for the KHL’s Kunlun Red Star 
showed him his camera and how to work it. 

“I fell in love,” Sustr said. 

Sustr, 30, couldn’t have picked a better time to explore his new hobby, as 
his travels with the Kunlun Red Star took him all over the world, from the 
Great Wall of China and Shanghai to Belarus, Finland, Latvia and 
Kazakhstan. He also couldn’t have been any further from the NHL. 

Meet the Lightning’s Renaissance man and, maybe, their most 
interesting case of career rejuvenation. 

Ten years ago, Sustr was signed by the Lightning out of the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha. The 6-foot-6 right-shot defenseman, recruited by the 
late Tom Kurvers, was a bit of a project. He was gangly, still needing 
work on his skating and needing to grow into his body. But Sustr played 
in 318 NHL games with Tampa Bay, including on their run to the 2015 
Stanley Cup Final. 

He was a sixth defenseman, but a fan favorite. Teammates called him 
“Shu.” The crowd went wild for his self-deprecating goal song, Britney 
Spears’ “Oops! … I Did It Again.” (He’s scored just 10 NHL goals.) 

After leaving the Lightning following the 2017-18 season, he played in 
just five NHL games for the Anaheim Ducks (and 39 games for AHL San 
Diego) before finding himself out of the league. 

His agent, Matt Keator, said their European agent, Radek Hamr, made 
some calls in the KHL and found a suitor in Kunlun, which was led by 
former Atlanta Thrashers coach Curt Fraser. Sustr, who had played in 
Kenai, Alaska and Omaha, took another chance in his career. “He was 
all-in,” Keator said. 

Those two years in China might have been the best thing to happen to 
Sustr, who improved his diet, his mindset and his game while finding 
perspective. 

“He’s eating better, and there’s just a lot of good things happening with 
him off the ice that I don’t think he took care of in the past,” Keator said. “I 
think he took it for granted. But he realized, ‘Hey I don’t want to look back 
years from now and realize I should have given it one more shot. He’s a 
special guy, very popular among his teammates everywhere he’s gone. I 
couldn’t be happier for him.” 

Playing in Beijing was a culture shock for Sustr. Everything was different. 
The food, the language, the game (which was much more defensive, plus 
on a larger ice surface). Before Kunlun relocated to Moscow during the 
pandemic, their travel was incredibly arduous. Beijing is 3,600 miles from 
Moscow, where most of the competition is based. It’s nearly 4,000 miles 
to the next furthest road stop, Jokerit, Finland. There are no quick 
weekend back-to-backs like in the NHL. They’d be gone for weeks at a 
time. Sustr said it forced him to get better at time management and 
taking care of himself off the ice. 

“I think the three years away from here kind of made me look in the 
mirror,” Sustr said. “To see what I could improve on and what I can get 
better at, on and off the ice. It’s been good for me to take that time and 
now I’m a better version of myself.” 

Sustr is a better player, if this camp is any indication. 

He’s faster, with coach Jon Cooper saying the veteran defenseman is in 
“more in control of his body.” Sustr has taken reps on the third pair with 
Mikhail Sergachev and could find himself vying for a seventh 
defenseman spot on the opening night roster if Cal Foote (finger surgery) 
isn’t ready. 

“He’s put himself in good position,” Cooper said. 

Sustr appears more at ease with where he is in his career, and confident 
when he’s on the ice. He said the Lightning welcomed him back with 
open arms after Keator and his camp connected with GM Julien 
BriseBois over the summer. There were a number of interested teams for 
two-way deals, but Sustr jumped at returning to Tampa. Either Sustr will 
be a depth defenseman or a veteran leader in AHL Syracuse, a role he’d 
embrace. 

Was it hard to leave and then see his former teammates win the Stanley 
Cup in back-to-back years? 

“It was tough,” Sustr said. “You leave for three years and these things 
happen. But I’m very happy for the guys. I’ve been here for a lot of years 
and see how much time and adversity they had to go through, and to 
finally get two Cups, it was very nice to see. It almost feels like you were 
part of it to a certain extent.” 

Sustr said he hasn’t taken too much time to reflect on his journey yet, 
from signing as an undrafted free agent out of Nebraska to reaching the 
Cup Final and then playing a world away. But it’s made him grateful for 
where he is now, excited for the possibilities. 

“It’s been a cool ride,” Sustr said. “It’s not an easy path. There were 
sacrifices along the way. But I’m very grateful to the people that I’ve met 
that helped me along the way, whether that was in juniors or college or 
pros. Hopefully, this time I’m back I can give back to younger guys and 
the organization itself, since I’ve been given such an opportunity here to 
have the career that I’ve had. 

“It’s a dream come true for me to be back.” 

Sustr laughed when asked about his goal song, saying it has come back 
with him. He hasn’t had to use it in a while, having not scored in his 99 
games in China and with the Ducks. 

“Maybe you’ll hear it this year,” Sustr said, laughing. “I’ve got to earn that 
opportunity and see what happens.” 

Game notes 

• The Lightning lost to the Predators 6-2 on Thursday, and didn’t look 
particularly good in doing so. But that didn’t concern Cooper as much as 
the fact that some of the top candidates for roster spots up front haven’t 
really stood out in the first couple of games. Taylor Raddysh, Boris 
Katchouk, Simon Ryfors and Alex Barre-Boulet, among others, were in 
their second straight exhibition as they try to make their case. 

“People have got to notice there are spots on our team to be had,” 
Cooper said. “At some point, somebody has got to jump up and grab it. 
We’ve seen signs in the first two games of some potential and then 
nothing.” 

There were some veterans in the lineup, like Gabriel Dumont, who went 
10-for-11 on faceoffs, and Charles Hudon. But the focus has been on 
prospects like Barre-Boulet, who showed flashes by tallying three shots 
and a plus-1 rating in 17:19. 

“B.B. has got skill, he can put the puck in the net, he makes other guys 
better,” Cooper said. “He’s one of those guys that, he’s showed a little bit 
of that the other night. But it’s got to be consistent with everybody. 
They’ve got to play to their strengths. Circle what you do best and make 
sure you’re doing it to the best of your ability. So far, he’s been fine.” 

• Anthony Cirelli started the night off well, scoring a power-play goal in 
the first period. But Cirelli left the game midway through the second with 
an injury and didn’t return. Cooper didn’t have an update on Cirelli, but 
also said he wasn’t concerned, indicating it was more of a precaution. 

• A scary moment for the Lightning came in the first period when Erik 
Cernak took a blindside, high elbow from Predators’ Joseph LaBate. 
Cernak was on the ice for a little bit before skating off. He left for the 
dressing room with four minutes left in the first but was back on the ice to 
open the second. Cernak said he was fine, and didn’t want to even go to 
concussion protocol, but had “no signs” so there are no worries. Should 
that kind of hit be in the preseason? 
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“I know some guys are trying to make the team are going harder,” 
Cernak said. “But that wasn’t a clean hit. It was a blind spot. You don’t 
want to see that in the preseason, not even the regular season. It is what 
it is.” 

• Gemel Smith remains sidelined after suffering what appeared to be a 
lower-body injury in Tuesday’s practice. Cooper didn’t have an update, 
other than to say they’re hopeful he’ll be back before the end of training 
camp. Foote (finger surgery) continues to skate on his own. Asked if 
Foote’s absence could create an opening for another roster spot on the 
blue line, Cooper said it’s too early to tell, an indication he’s hopeful the 
defenseman could be back for the start of the season. 

• Backup goalie Brian Elliott made his Lightning debut, giving up three 
goals on 14 shots. The first was a wacky one, with a shot bouncing off a 
player’s skate and right to Matt Duchene at the back post. The second 
was a world-class shot by Filip Forsberg. The third was another wrist 
shot, this one high glove by Egon Afanasyev. Elliott said he’s still getting 
used to the Lightning systems, which is natural. It was his first game 
since May 10 with the Flyers. 

“I felt a little out of sorts to start,” Elliott said. “I think that’s just normal, for 
(the) first time getting in there, seeing game action and getting your feet 
underneath you. That’s why we play the preseason, to work out all these 
kinks.” 

• Andrei Vasilevskiy has yet to start in the preseason, and Cooper said 
the Conn Smythe Trophy winner won’t play Friday. There’s a chance we 
could see the top line of Ondrej Palat, Brayden Point and Kucherov make 
their preseason debut Friday. 

• The Lightning have been working on special teams during the last two 
days. It offered the first look at the different personnel for the penalty kill. 
Mathieu Joseph and Pierre Edouard Bellemare were in one pairing. I’d 
imagine Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli are another. Ross Colton will be 
in the mix, too, with Charles Hudon and Remi Eli getting looks in camp. 

• Cole Koepke made his NHL preseason debut, with one shot and a 
minus-1 rating in 12:39. Koepke, the former University of Minnesota-
Duluth star, said he felt it was the “right time” to leave school after his 
junior year and go pro. He thinks his playing style and his speed fit well 
with Tampa Bay’s system and he is eager to show it. Koepke is also 
finishing up his degree, taking a couple of online courses (marketing and 
an independent study) while in camp. 
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Eeli Tolvanen rooting for Philip Tomasino to make Nashville Predators 
roster 

 

PAUL SKRBINA | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Eeli Tolvanen has walked a mile or two in Philip Tomasino's shoes. 

Tolvanen hopes Tomasino won't have to do the same in his shoes. 

Both are first-found draft picks. Both have all types of hype attached to 
them as a result. Tomasino even has the added bonus of having once 
been traded for 10 players. 

Tolvanen finally comes into camp for the first time knowing he has a spot 
on the team, having played 40 of his 47 career NHL games last season. 
Tomasino came into camp with the same hopes Tolvanen has had since 
he was picked 30th overall in 2017.    

Until last season, when he had 11 goals and 11 assists after not making 
the team out of training camp, he hadn't really shown he was ready for 
consistent, meaningful minutes. 

So back and forth between Nashville and Milwaukee he went.  

Tolvanen still is just 22, part of the internal youth movement alluded to by 
general manager David Poile this offseason. Tomasino could be part of 
that too, as soon as this season. 

"I feel more confident," Tolvanen said. "I saw last year that I can play in 
this league ... and I can be a difference maker. 

"It's a long road getting drafted, then going to Milwaukee. Of course you 
want to jump right into the NHL, but that didn't happen." 

That could happen for Tomasino, who was picked 24th overall in the first 
round in 2019, the same day P.K. Subban was traded to the New Jersey 
Devils. He had 13 goals and 19 assists in 29 games for the Chicago 
Wolves last season, when they and the Admirals combined rosters after 
the Admirals decided not to play because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tomasino, who played for the U20 Canada team in 2020-21, also 
combined for 40 goals and 60 assists in 62 games with the Ottawa 
Generals and Niagara IceDogs in 2019-20. 

"I hope he is going to make the team," Tolvanen said. "I'm not going to 
tell him I think he's going to be good in Milwaukee. He's going to make 
the team and he can do the job right away." 

With players such as Viktor Arvidsson and Calle Jarnkrok gone, 
Tomasino has a realistic shot to get a shot at some playing time. 

Predators first-round pick Philip Tomasino 

Predators 2019 first-round pick Philip Tomasino 

ESTES: David Poile on Nashville Predators' decline: 'I knew this time 
was inevitable' 

When Tomasino heard of Poile's plans to go younger after last season, it 
was Music City to his ears. He knows, though, he has a long way to go to 
prove himself. So far, he's thankful to have been given this much of a 
chance. 

"Any time you hear a GM say that, it's a good sign for players like 
myself," he said. "At the same time you have to respond. I believe I can 
make this team and be a difference-maker." 

John Hynes said he has been impressed by what he has seen from 
Tomasino during rookie camp and training camp, not to mention what he 
did last year. 

"I'm in the position where I think being in the lineup is a real possibility," 
Tomasino said. "It's a dream come true to be part of an NHL team and 
hopefully make the team." 

Sound familiar? 
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The Athletic / From Alexis Lafrenière to Filip Zadina, predicting one 
breakout star for all 32 NHL teams 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff Sep 30, 2021 

 

As we countdown to the start of the 2020-21 NHL regular season, we are 
looking to predict the players who are going to have surprise seasons. It 
is easy to say that Connor McDavid is good. But which team’s prospect is 
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poised to make his mark in the league this year? Who can you draft late 
for your fantasy team and count on for a rebound season? 

Last week we went through what to expect from every team this season 
after an offseason of chaos. 

Now we asked The Athletic’s team of NHL writers to predict one player 
for every team who will have a breakout season. 

Here are their answers: 

2021-22 NHL team previews: Projections and ranking of every club 

Anaheim Ducks: Trevor Zegras 

Even though the Ducks had the worst offense in the league and a 
historically bad power play, Zegras still managed to put up 13 points in 
his first 24 NHL games. It averages out to 44 over an 82-game season, 
which would be a solid figure for a first-year player. He’ll get prime 
opportunities in 2021-22, playing a top-six role while already directing the 
power play. If his teammates can convert his creative passes, 50 to 60 
points isn’t a far-fetched number. -Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes: Barrett Hayton 

Hayton had a very underwhelming 2021 season but I still think the 2018 
No. 5 pick has a lot more to give. He may not pop into a true top-of-the-
lineup player, but I could see him turning into a legit middle-six forward 
this season with his great skill, vision and shot — even with so-so speed. 
-Corey Pronman 

Boston Bruins: Jeremy Swayman 

Swayman was outstanding in a 10-game sample. It’s unfair to expect a 
repeat of his .945 save percentage from last season, but he has the skill 
and mental approach to be one of the best young goalies in the league 
with a bigger workload. -Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres: Casey Mittelstadt 

The No. 8 pick in 2017 has always had skill. He learned late last season 
how to use it, putting up nine goals and 17 points in the final 22 games. 
The Sabres will give Mittelstadt the roles that used to belong to Jack 
Eichel and Sam Reinhart, so the center should be a regular on the 
scoresheet as a go-to player. -John Vogl 

Calgary Flames: Andrew Mangiapane 

Mangiapane is coming off another solid season, and a World 
Championship title and MVP performance with Team Canada. He’s 
already been good for the Flames, but this could be the season when he 
stops being underrated around the league and just seen for what he is: 
good. -Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes: Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

Kotkaniemi is obviously overpaid for the season, but it’s a situation that 
breeds possibility on both sides. The Hurricanes showed they believe in 
him enough to take a chance, the change of scenery to a quieter market 
and a Jack Adams-caliber coach after an up-and-down start to his career 
all bode well for Kotkaniemi becoming the player he could be. Plus, he 
only just turned 21, and the one-year term is as “prove yourself” as a 
$6.1 million dollar AAV can be. -Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Lukas Reichel 

Reichel looks to be one of the more skilled prospects to come out of the 
Blackhawks system in recent years. He might be able to contribute right 
away. -Scott Powers 

The 2020 first-round pick shined for Eisbaren Berlin last season, so his 
development is ahead of schedule. He can play center or wing, can hold 
his own in the corners and has loads of skill. If he has a big camp — and 
there’s plenty of competition — he could be in a top-six role and playing 
on a line with Jonathan Toews and Dominik Kubalik. -Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche: Andre Burakovsky 

When he’s on his game, Burakovsky is a force with one of the best wrist 
shots on the team. He’s in a contract year, and players sometimes rise to 
the occasion with money on the line. He also could have more power-
play responsibility with Joonas Donskoi and Brandon Saad gone. -Peter 
Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Alexandre Texier 

Texier is going to get a shot at center ice, and with the Blue Jackets 
horribly understaffed down the middle, he’s likely to get top-six minutes 
and power-play time. Texier’s career has gotten off to a slow start, but 
the organization plans a prime role for him in 2021-22. -Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars: Denis Gurianov 

Gurianov already broke out two seasons ago for the Stars, but this 
season could be his breakout season to the NHL after a down year last 
season. He has the skill and potential to be a feared scorer in the league, 
and with the right linemates, his game should go to another level. -Saad 
Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings: Filip Zadina 

Zadina rounded out his game last season to become better off the puck, 
which should help him create more offensive chances via turnovers. The 
goals haven’t come as quickly as some expected on his draft day, but 
he’s still a highly talented scorer and passer and, with top-six deployment 
all year, should take the next step offensively. -Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers: Jesse Puljujarvi 

The 2016 fourth pick improved steadily last season, earning a regular 
spot on Connor McDavid’s right wing six games in. He netted 15 goals 
and 11 of them came at five-on-five. Only McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and 
Darnell Nurse scored more in that situation. The 23-year-old should have 
a significant role and his production should only increase, especially if he 
gets more power-play time. -Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers: Owen Tippett 

Tippett’s first NHL season went fine, he looked like he could hold his own 
at the top level. He won’t get the tough matchups on a deep offensive 
team, so with his speed, great skill and shot, I could see an opportunity 
for him to provide great secondary scoring. -Corey Pronman 

Los Angeles Kings: Gabriel Vilardi 

It appears as though he will get another shot in the middle and will be 
helped by the addition of Phillip Danault, enabling Vilardi to move down 
in the lineup and get more favorable matchups. The key word with 
Vilardi, as always, is “potential.” -Lisa Dillman 

Minnesota Wild: Jordan Greenway 

It could be make or break time for Greenway, who scored a career-high 
26 assists and 32 points last season in 56 games, but scored one goal in 
his final 34 games. That’s hard to believe for a 6-foot-6 power forward 
who averaged the fourth-most even-strength minutes among forwards on 
the team. He’s a restricted free agent next summer. -Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens: Nick Suzuki 

He is now the unchallenged top center on this team and will be given 
every opportunity to flourish offensively, with heavy reliance in the 
offensive zone at five-on-five and lots of power play minutes. -Arpon 
Basu 

Nashville Predators: Eeli Tolvanen 

Tolvanen, 22, scored 11 goals in 40 games last season, including six on 
the power play. The departures of Viktor Arvidsson and Calle Jarnkrok 
should lead to more opportunity for Tolvanen, who signed a three-year, 
$4.35 million contract in August. -Adam Vingan 

New Jersey Devils: Jack Hughes 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 1, 2021 

 

Hughes took a huge step forward in essentially every aspect of his game 
last season, but it did not translate into a huge spike in goals and points. 
The Devils added Tomas Tatar to potentially finish more of the chances 
he creates, and Dougie Hamilton to help revive the power play. -Corey 
Masisak 

New York Islanders: Oliver Wahlstrom 

He looked quite good at times in his rookie season but didn’t get a 
chance to establish himself as a top-nine winger or a power-play regular. 
He should this year. -Arthur Staple 

New York Rangers: Alexis Lafrenière 

Lafrenière had a stronger rookie season than his statistics showed, and 
should get top-six and power-play minutes from the start this season. -
Rick Carpiniello 

Ottawa Senators: Tim Stützle 

As a 19-year-old, Stützle showed flashes of brilliance during his rookie 
campaign. He ended the season with a hat trick in Winnipeg, giving us a 
glimpse of what this season could bring. Last season, the Senators saw 
breakout campaigns from Josh Norris and Drake Batherson. If Stützle 
can take a similar step forward this season, it’s not out of the realm of 
possibility that he could be a 25-goal scorer for the Senators. -Ian 
Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers: Oskar Lindblom 

His presumptive breakout season was cruelly halted by a cancer 
diagnosis, and now, he’s had a full offseason to rebuild his body in the 
wake of his treatments. It might take Lindblom some time to push his way 
back up the lineup, but assuming he does, the goals and points should 
follow. The hockey IQ is still high end, and if he gets back to 100 percent 
physically, look out. -Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Pierre-Olivier Joseph 

He’s the most gifted defense prospect for the Penguins since Kris 
Letang, and coach Mike Sullivan’s system is ideally suited to Joseph’s 
skills. -Rob Rossi 

Nathan Legare: If he makes the roster at some point this season, his 
offensive tools will help him produce at the NHL level. He has a 
wonderful feel in the offensive zone and might well produce more than 
Sam Poulin, the Penguins’ top ranked prospect. -Josh Yohe 

San Jose Sharks: Mario Ferraro 

The defenseman made strides in his second season, playing big minutes 
in the top four while showcasing what seems to be a non-stop motor. 
Ferraro will never be a huge scorer, but the former college partner of 
Cale Makar looks like he’s going to be a mainstay on the Sharks’ blue 
line for a long, long time. The boisterous, affable Ferraro has future team 
leader written all over him, too. -Kevin Kurz 

Seattle Kraken: Vince Dunn 

He is going to receive more playing time in a new setting and his 
numbers could increase on the power play. -Ryan S. Clark 

St. Louis Blues: Robert Thomas 

Thomas has yet to take off personally, but 75 points in his first two 
seasons in the NHL wasn’t too shabby and you could chalk up last year’s 
disappointment to two injuries. Yes, he could have been better 
conditioned. Yes, he needs to shoot more. And yes, he needs to be more 
consistent. But he’s won a Stanley Cup, he’s just 22 years old and he’s 
one of the club’s best skaters. If healthy, he’s a breakout candidate. -
Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Ross Colton 

Colton was a revelation last season, with the fourth-round pick scoring 
nine goals after his callup and netting the Cup clincher. He will get an 

expanded role, and likely power-play time, as he tries to replace Yanni 
Gourde. Colton has all the tools to be a 15-to-20 goal scorer. -Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Michael Bunting 

He’s going to get a chance, potentially, to play with either Auston 
Matthews or John Tavares, and feels like the kind of player who can take 
advantage of that spot in primetime. Why? Bunting plays with an edge 
and he’s going to attack the net every chance he gets and most likely, 
capitalize on all the attention his star linemates attract. He managed to 
score 10 goals in 21 games for Arizona last year. If that’s even a little bit 
real, the Leafs may have a steal on their hands. -Jonas Siegel 

The Leafs desperately need a winger to surprise and the former Soo 
Greyhound will get every opportunity to play with quality players after 
spending most of his time in Arizona in the minors. -James Mirtle 

Vancouver Canucks: Vasili Podkolzin 

Podkolzin will get a chance to skate in Vancouver’s top-nine and will 
likely see some second unit power-play action as well. The 2019 No.10 
pick may need time to acclimate to the NHL and apply his offensive 
toolkit in a dynamic way, but his all-around two-way game is very 
polished and should enable him to drive possession in the club’s middle-
six. -Harman Dayal 

The 20-year-old rookie has been playing in the KHL for several years and 
has the type of mature game that should translate right off the bat, even if 
it takes him some time to really be an impactful two-way force. -Thomas 
Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights: Peyton Krebs 

Krebs showed during his brief NHL stint last season that he has the tools 
to succeed at this level. His skating is excellent, allowing him to apply 
pressure on the forecheck and create offense in transition. He spent the 
entire offseason working on his shot with Max Pacioretty. Krebs’ success 
will be dependent on opportunity. If he can carve out a role in a very 
deep Vegas forward group, he’s primed for a strong rookie year. -Jesse 
Granger 

Washington Capitals: Daniel Sprong 

Sprong was one of the NHL’s most efficient goal scorers last season, 
tallying 13 times in 42 games while averaging just 11:40 a night almost 
exclusively at even strength. This season, the team is expected to ask 
more of the 24-year-old winger, who’ll arrive in training camp penciled 
into a full-time spot in the middle six. He’s got a lethal shot. He’s got the 
wheels. But does he play with enough detail in the defensive end to stay 
in coach Peter Laviolette’s good graces? That’s always been the 
question when it comes to Sprong’s ceiling. -Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets: Nikolaj Ehlers 

It’s not exactly fair to call Winnipeg’s points-per-minute leader in each of 
the past two seasons a “breakout” candidate. That said, Ehlers has been 
limited to a second-line role at five-on-five while being kept off of the top 
power-play unit. I think we’re at the point of the 25-year-old Ehlers’ career 
where he’s been too good for too long to be denied the kind of minutes 
that make gifted players’ production soar. -Murat Ates 
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Dom Luszczyszyn’s season previews have been rolling out since last 
week, as he counts down from the league’s worst projected teams to the 
best. He’s still got a ways to go before he gets to the top contenders, but 
we now know his model’s bottom ten. And that means it’s time for our 
annual attempt to argue that he’s wrong, and these teams could actually 
be good. And not just “fringe playoff good” but actually against-all-odds 
really good. 

There are always some mixed feelings around this one. On the one 
hand, this is a post that’s all positivity. I don’t do a lot of that, and it’s a 
nice change. We’ll have most of the season to complain about this or 
criticize that, but not today. Today, we’re being as kind as possible. 

On the other hand… well, let’s just say this is tougher for some teams 
than others. It’s one thing to be flattering, it’s another thing to cross over 
into condescension and delusion. For a few of these teams, we’ll be tip-
toeing right up to that line, and maybe barrelling over it. It’s worth pointing 
out that last year’s list ended up having only one playoff team, and that 
was the tenth-place Wild, so that was a whole lot of wasted optimism. But 
we’ve seen teams come out of nowhere before, like the expansion 
Golden Knights or the 2018-19 Islanders, and that’s what we’re looking 
for here. 

We’ll start with Dom’s tenth worst team based on points projection and 
work our way down until we get to the very bottom of the barrel. At what 
point will we hit the tipping point between plausible and ridiculous? It’s 
possible we’re already there, but it’s never stopped us before. Let’s put 
on our rose-colored glasses and do this. 

10. Vancouver Canucks 

The projections say: About 87 points, which would leave them fifth in the 
Pacific. The model gives them just under a one-in-three chance at 
making the playoffs. 

Why they’re probably right: The Canucks were very bad last year, maybe 
even the league’s most disappointing team if we’re weighing 
expectations. They had a busy offseason, and did fill a few holes, but 
haven’t done enough to move out of the murky playoff bubble. 

But hear me out … : First of all, the murky playoff bubble isn’t a bad 
place to be compared to some of the other teams we’re going to get to. 
The path to the postseason is wide open in the Pacific, which will be a 
theme of this post, and it’s possible that Canucks could get in even 
without significantly overshooting their 87-point projection. And as we 
learned last year, once you’re in the playoffs, even a mediocre team can 
get hot and do some damage. 

Let’s assume that Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes are signed and in 
the lineup for opening night. That leaves the top end of the lineup looking 
a lot like the one from 2019-20, when the Canucks made the playoffs and 
then knocked off the defending champs. Sure, it’s also a lot like last 
year’s disaster, but sometimes everything just goes wrong for a year. The 
Canucks can bounce back, especially now that they’ve added a young 
difference-maker up front in Conor Garland. Oliver Ekman-Larsson may 
be overpaid and even overrated, but that doesn’t mean he can’t improve 
the blue line. Add in another year of experience for emerging goalie 
Thatcher Demko, and it’s not hard at all to picture the Canucks getting 
back to the level we thought they were at last year. If Hughes and/or 
Pettersson make the leap into the true Hart-Norris-level elite, maybe this 
team can go even further. 

(Fair warning: If that paragraph felt overly optimistic to you, you might 
want to bail out on the rest of this list now.) 

9. Nashville Predators 

The projections say: About 87 points, good for seventh in the Central, 
and a one-in-four chance of making the playoffs. 

Why they’re probably right: The Predators aren’t quite rebuilding, but they 
did move Ryan Ellis and Viktor Arvidsson, so it’s hard to see how they’ll 
be much better than last year when they snuck into the playoffs but didn’t 
last long. 

But hear me out … : The Predators’ strength last year was goaltending, 
especially the strong play of Juuse Saros. With Pekka Rinne gone, Saros 
is now the unquestioned starter and could see significantly more action 
than last year’s 60/40 split. When your best player plays more, that’s 
good, right? 

Well, maybe. As Dom points out, goaltending is notoriously volatile, and 
it’s hard to bank on it being consistent year-to-year. But Sarros is only 26 
and was good enough last year to show up on a few Hart ballots, so it’s 
not wild to suggest he could match his play or even improve. And if he 
does, the Predators will be in good shape for a playoff spot, and a 
dangerous opponent once the postseason arrived. Mix in a bounceback 
from Filip Forsberg and maybe even high-priced expansion bait Matt 
Duchene and Ryan Johansen, and maybe another Norris season from 
Roman Josi, and the Predators are right in the mix. 

8. San Jose Sharks 

The projections say: About 84 points, sixth in the Pacific and an almost 1-
in-5 chance at a playoff spot. 

Why they’re probably right: They’ve been very bad for two years now, so 
any lingering hope left by their 2019 run to the conference final should 
have faded. They’re old, they’re in terrible cap shape, we have no idea 
when or if they’ll have last year’s leading scorer Evander Kane, and 
you’re pretty sure you remember hearing that they got better goalies but 
have no idea who they actually are. 

But hear me out … : First of all, it’s Adin Hill and James Reimer in net, 
which should be an upgrade on Martin Jones but then again so would 
you and I. 

The case for the Sharks moving back into the contender space is twofold. 
The first is that they do have some legitimate talent, even if it’s older guys 
who haven’t lived up to expectations recently. That list starts with Erik 
Karlsson and also includes Brent Burns, two Norris winners who’d give 
the Sharks one of the better blue lines in the league if they both regained 
their form. Is that likely? Not really, no, but we’re being optimistic here. 
Karlsson has a ton of miles on him but he’s only 31, and we’ve seen guys 
that age have rebounds. Not many, but it happens. 

The other argument is that the analytics suggest the Sharks deserved a 
better fate last year, as their real results were significantly worse than 
their expected goals. A big part of that was goaltending, so if Hill and 
Reimer can be even league-average then maybe they surprise us. 

The bottom line is that the Sharks desperately need a rebuild, but they’re 
not doing one because they either can’t or they won’t. Either way, that 
means hoping that a bunch of older guys suddenly rediscover their best 
game. That happens sometimes. Not often, but sometimes. 

7. Los Angeles Kings 

The projections say: About 81 points, seventh in the Pacific and a one-in-
nine chance at the playoffs. 

Why they’re probably right: The Kings are a classic rebuilding team that’s 
done a lot right but doesn’t seem quite ready to contend for anything. 
They got surprisingly solid seasons from veterans Drew Doughty and 
Anze Kopitar last year and still missed the playoffs by a mile, and 
banking on guys who are over 30 to maintain their production is always 
dicey. The Kings are on their way to something good, but it’s still a year 
or two out. 

But hear me out … : Or is it? Every now and then, we see a rebuilding 
team fast-forward right to playoff contention. The Avs did it in 2017, the 
Leafs did it in 2016, and the Kings are as well-positioned as anyone to 
pull it off this year. 

They’ve added some pieces, like Viktor Arvidsson and Phillip Danault. 
We’ll get a full season of Quinton Byfield, and should see expanded roles 
for other prospects like Gabriel Vilardi and Tobias Bjornfot. None are 
projected to have a major impact this year, which is reasonable. But 
sometimes young players surprise you, and if a few guys on the Kings 
fall into that category then the dynamic shifts. In a Pacific that looks like 
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it’s going to be Vegas running away and then everyone else, that might 
be enough to get them into the playoffs, or even home ice, at which point 
a bunch of guys with Cup rings could enjoy a low-pressure postseason. 

6. Detroit Red Wings 

The projections say: About 80 points, good for sixth in the Atlantic but 
just a 1-in-20 shot at the playoffs. 

Why they’re probably right: Dom’s take on the Red Wings was “Patience. 
Patience. Patience.” To which I might add: Also consider patience. Steve 
Yzerman is executing on a burn-it-all-down rebuild, and that means a few 
years near the league basement. This is another one of those years, and 
the team seems fine with it. There are pieces in place and more on the 
way, and reason to believe they could be better this year. But “better” 
doesn’t get them all that close to “good.” 

But hear me out … : One of the challenges with writing this post every 
year is coming up with a way to say “Goaltending is weird and hard to 
predict and this team will improve a lot if they’re suddenly really good in 
net” ten different ways. It’s basically true of every NHL team. But it’s 
really true of the Red Wings, who haven’t had strong goaltending in a 
long time but might this year. 

Alex Nedeljkovic is one the most interesting players in the league this 
year because we don’t quite know what he is. The Hurricanes didn’t 
seem to have much faith in him, and his track record doesn’t give us 
much to go on, but he was very good in his 23 games last year. If that 
turns out to be who he really is, then the Wings landed an elite starter for 
next-to-nothing. And elite starters have been known to carry other 
mediocre teams a long way. 

You could argue that the Wings aren’t even mediocre yet, and you might 
be right. But then you factor in the debut of Moritz Seider and wonder if 
he can pull off something close to a Makar/Hughes level of impact. Jakub 
Vrana might be poised for a major breakout, Filip Zadina still has lots of 
room to grow at 21, and Dylan Larkin is in his prime. If everyone exceeds 
expectations, is that enough? Only if Nedeljkovic stands on his head. But 
he might. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets 

The projections say: About 78 points, last in the Metro, and a 1-in-25 
chance of making the playoffs. 

Why they’re probably right: They weren’t good last year, and that was 
with Seth Jones. Now the rebuild is well and truly on, they’re thin pretty 
much everywhere (especially down the middle), and they’re stuck in a 
division with six or maybe seven teams that think they’re making the 
playoffs. The plan is pretty clearly to bottom out, add a top-notch 
prospect, and go from there. 

But hear me out … : The Blue Jackets are the first team we’ve met on 
our list that has a new coach this year. Brad Larsen hasn’t been a head 
coach in the NHL before, but he’s served his time as an assistant and in 
the AHL and deserves a shot. Can he work a miracle here? Probably not, 
but we’ve seen new coaches have big impacts in year one before, and 
it’s one of the most common characteristics of teams that make quick 
turnarounds. So the Blue Jackets have that going for them. 

On top of that, there are more than a few key players here who have 
something to prove. Zach Werenski got a massive extension that led to 
plenty of “he’s not worth it” takes. Jakub Voracek just got traded. Jake 
Bean too. Max Domi feels like a guy almost everyone has given up on. 
And of course, Patrik Laine is coming off a terrible year and he knows it. 

If all of those guys (and a few more) can elevate their games under a 
new coach, the Blue Jackets could be on to something. Mix in two 
goalies who weren’t great last year but who’ve had strong stretches 
before, and there’s a pulse here. It would need to be one of those years 
where absolutely everything went right, but it’s not inconceivable, which 
is probably about the best we’re going to do this far down the list. 

4. Ottawa Senators 

The projections say: About 77 points, good for seventh in the Atlantic and 
just a 1-in-33 chance of making the playoffs. 

Why they’re probably right: The Senators have been very bad for four 
years now, and while that’s translated to a ton of young talent both on the 
roster and on the way, just about everyone would need to break through 
all at once for this to be a good team this season. Oh, and they still don’t 
have Brady Tkachuk signed. 

But hear me out … : Well, first of all, this is year one of Eugene Melnyk’s 
infamous five-year run of unparalleled success, so they have to be good. 
Owners aren’t allowed to lie about that sort of thing. 

But jokes aside, there does seem to be a lot of optimism in Ottawa these 
days. That’s normal for a team that’s coming out of a rebuild – it’s over, 
as you may have heard – but that doesn’t mean it’s unfounded. There 
really are a lot of pieces in place here, and while it’s unlikely that there 
won’t turn out to be a few busts in the mix, the Senators have been a 
reasonably good draft-and-develop team. They’ve also been held back 
by awful goaltending, including last year’s mess of a first half from Matt 
Murray, but goaltending is weird – it’s both the worst problem a team can 
have, but also the one that’s most likely to just kind of randomly fix itself. 
Murray has had success in this league, and if can rediscover his game, 
the Senators might be in the mix. 

The good news is that Murray was pretty good down the stretch last 
season, and so was the whole team as they finished the year on a 9-2-1 
streak. That’s where a lot of that optimism comes from. Sure, some of 
that was against backup goalies and teams looking ahead to the playoffs, 
but it’s something to build on. 

Add it all up, and assuming Tkachuk is back, the Senators are probably 
the one team in the bottom five where you don’t have to squint too hard 
to see a big breakthrough happening this year. Even if it’s more likely 
another season or two away. 

3. Anaheim Ducks 

The projections say: About 73 points, dead last in Pacific, and only a 1-
in-50 chance at making the playoffs. Oh, and as Dom points out, his 
model has spent the last few years being overly generous to the Ducks. 

Why they’re probably right: The Ducks are rebuilding and look like a team 
that knows they won’t be good this year. 

But hear me out … : Uh… John Gibson might be amazing? 

Even that seems like a stretch, since Gibson has hovered just north of a 
.900 save percentage for the last two seasons. But OK, let’s figure this 
out. The Ducks are in a similar situation to the Kings – a great pipeline, a 
few young players ready to break through, some small hope based on 
being in the Pacific. You could argue that in Trevor Zegras, the Ducks 
have one of the season’s very best prospects, so maybe he skips the 
growing pains and goes right to putting up elite production, bringing Troy 
Terry and Max Comtois along for the ride. 

Mix in another rookie breakthrough from Jamie Drysdale, Hampus 
Lindholm looking like he did a few years ago, Josh Manson looking like a 
star, a late-career rebirth from Ryan Getzlaf… yikes, that’s a lot of stuff 
that needs to go right, and I’m still not sure it gets the Ducks much 
beyond fringe playoff contender. Do we really have two more teams to 
go? Oh no. 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

The projections say: About 71 points, last in the Central, and playoff odds 
of 1-in-100. 

Why they’re probably right: The Coyotes are clearly rebuilding, which is a 
nice way of saying that they barely even seem like they’re trying to ice a 
competitive team this year. They’ve made some nice moves for the 
future, and have a couple of pieces in place, but the plan is to be very 
bad this year and they seem poised to execute on that plan. 
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But hear me out … : Normally this is the part where I try to give Coyotes 
fans some optimism, but I’m not convinced they’d even want any at this 
point. They know the deal. They know how good the top of the next two 
drafts is. And they know that their team has never picked higher than 
third since arriving in 1996, and used those picks on Kyle Turris and 
Dylan Strome, meaning this team has never drafted an elite franchise-
altering guy at the top of the draft. Or anywhere else, to be honest. 

So sure, finish dead last and hope the lottery helps you out. I’m not sure I 
can see anything that’s going to get in your way. They do have a backup 
goalie I’ve never heard of, and that’s always a little bit scary since there 
seems to be one guy every few years who comes out of nowhere and 
turns out to be a star. Jakob Chychrun could win the Norris, although 
even that may not move the needle much. There’s a rookie coach in 
André Tourigny, so maybe he works some magic. 

Other than that, I got nothing. Which I’m guessing is what Coyotes fans 
hoped I’d have. 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

The projections say: About 70 points, last in the Atlantic, and playoff odds 
of… uh, zero. 

Why they’re probably right: You saw last year, right? Then they traded 
two of their best players in the offseason, and the guy they were 
supposed to build everything around still can’t play and also wants out. 
Playoff odds of zero might be high. 

But hear me out … : Look, here’s the deal. Sabres fans have watched a 
decade of terrible hockey, and last year may have been the worst season 
of all. The last thing I want to do is insult them with a bunch of nonsense 
they know I don’t believe. I could break out every tool in my optimism 
toolbox – miracle goaltending, every prospect all hitting their ceiling at the 
same time, every veteran having a career year – and it still isn’t going to 
be enough to make this team good. 

So instead, let’s focus on the Jack Eichel thing. Yes, it’s a disaster, one 
that will almost certainly see the team end up trading their franchise 
player for pennies on the dollar, although maybe not until after he’s 
torpedoed whatever’s left of the organization’s reputation even further 
thanks to an ugly dispute over his health. It’s bad, and Sabres fans know 
it. 

But what if it gets worse? Specifically, imagine Eichel’s frustration boils 
over, and he makes it very clear he’s never coming back. Maybe he or 
his agent lob a few verbal bombs in the heat of the moment. We don’t 
seem to be very far from that point. If it happens, isn’t there at least a 
chance that that resonates in the locker room? Players almost always 
take a fellow player’s side in a dispute, but if it looks like Eichel is 
basically quitting on the team because they’re so hopeless, does that stir 
anything in the guys left behind? Could this all end up being one of the 
all-time great “it’s us against the world, boys, so let’s stick it to everyone 
and show this guy that we’re better without him” scenarios? 

I mean, probably not. But this is the Sabres, where even the most 
optimistic scenario involves things getting even worse. 

Just for the fun, though, take a look at Buffalo’s first 11 games. They get 
the Habs, the Coyotes, all three California teams, the Red Wings, the 
Canucks, the Kraken, the Devils… they’ve got a puncher’s chance in 
each of those games, right? It’s not ridiculous to think they could fluke 
their way to seven or eight wins, at which point the whole hockey world 
goes “wait what” and the narrative of the Sabres being the ultimate 
underdogs is born. Everyone’s rooting for them, Eichel becomes the 
villain, momentum takes over and off we go. 

Crazier things have happened. Not many, but a few. If you’re a Sabres 
fan, that’s about the best you can hope for. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.01.2021 

1221498 Websites 

 

The Athletic / The 2021 NHL broadcast rankings: The best and worst 
markets to watch the games 

 

By Sean Shapiro and Harman Dayal Sep 30, 2021  

 

If you were a hockey fan during the 2020-21 (well 2021 …) season, you 
were essentially forced to consume the game on local television. 

With limited attendance because of COVID-19 restrictions, even those 
that typically attend every home game spent more time watching games 
on TV out of necessity. 

It also gave more fans time to study other local broadcasts. 

That came across when we issued our annual broadcast survey to 
hockey fans, of which more than 5,000 responded, and many of you not 
only had thoughts on your local broadcast but those around the league. 

The end result is this list, which ranks the local broadcasts from 31 to 1 
(Seattle will join the fray next season), and follows up the project from 
2020. 

There were some risers and fallers, some more surprising than others, 
while some outside factors like regional sports networks disputes 
between Sinclair and providers seemed to tank some team rankings. 

For our methodology, fans were asked to rank their favorite team’s 
broadcast on a scale from 1 to 5 and then had the option to rank as many 
other broadcasts as they would like on the same scale. 

We then averaged out those results for local and national scores. Teams 
were then assigned a national and local rank, which was averaged out 
for our composite score. This was far from scientific, and some teams 
had higher representation than others, but in the end, it provided a 
snapshot of how fans across the league view and rate those calling the 
games. 

31. Boston Bruins 

The broadcast: New England Sports Network (NESN) carries Bruins 
games with Jack Edwards doing play-by-play and Andy Brickley doing 
color. 

Local ranking: 28 National: 31 Last season: 31 

The results: The Bruins broadcast finished 31st in the prior edition of this 
survey and it was the favorite to land in the bottom spot again when we 
put together this survey. NESN is by far the most notorious local 
broadcast in the NHL, whether fans like it or hate it, it’s still better known 
than any of the others and was, therefore, the most-mentioned one by 
voters in the expanded comments. 

There are some defenders in-market, but outside of Boston it’s pretty 
much universally accepted that the Bruins broadcast sets the low bar, 
and Edwards’ name consistently comes up as the reason for what many 
respondents referred to as blatant homerism. 

Brickley tends to draw positive reviews both in and out of the market, as 
one respondent said, “He knows his stuff, he delivers as if he’s just 
cracked a couple beers for you and him and dropped the tailgate of his 
truck for a bench.” 

Edwards does win some favor locally, “no one has more fun than him,” 
one respondent said, while another pointed out that “No one will admit 
that Jack Edwards is actually a good play-by-play broadcaster, because 
the hivemind already decided that he’s the worst. He works for a local 
broadcast, his audience is exclusively Bruins fans, and he’s great if you 
are a fan of the Boston Bruins.” 
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Nationally, it’s hard to find positive reviews of Edwards, with many 
respondents doing their best to find colorful language to describe how 
much they dislike his work. 

The bottom line: Reputation makes it hard to really judge the Bruins 
broadcast, and as long as Edwards is calling play-by-play we imagine 
NESN will continue to fall to the bottom of these rankings. 

30. Nashville Predators 

The broadcast: Bally Sports South carries Predators games, with Willy 
Daunic on play-by-play and Chris Mason doing color. 

Local ranking: 29 National ranking: 27 Last season: 21 

The results: The rebrand of Sinclair-owned channels from Fox Sports to 
Bally Sports, and the ongoing difficulty to get the games on various 
providers absolutely tanked the rankings for certain broadcasts. 

It’s a common theme you’ll see throughout this project, the Sinclair-
owned properties took a drop in rankings, many probably deeper than 
they should have because of viewer frustration. The Predators broadcast 
tested somewhat well with local fans in 2020. In 2021, they were playing 
shorthanded because of the network setup. 

“I would’ve rated 4/5 before the Bally Sports rebrand, but the Bally 
packaging and graphics are just awful,” one Predators fan wrote. 

Another said, “I like the play-by-play, color, sideline reporter, etc. fine. My 
issue is the horrific Bally Sports graphics. I simply cannot watch any of 
the Bally Sports feeds. They’re horrendous.” 

As far as the broadcasters, both Daunic and Mason have a fair share of 
supporters and detractors in the local market, and neither drew heavy 
praise or criticism from national respondents. Mason is viewed as a bit of 
a homer, which frankly is a schtick he’s not interested in dropping. 

“Would love to see some actual analytics,” one local respondent said. 
“They also are incapable of being critical of the Preds, which is so 
annoying.” 

Another said, “I know they’re team employees but it wouldn’t kill them to 
criticize the team’s play at times.” 

The bottom line: Likely takes too much heat because of the Bally Sports 
situation. The Predators broadcast is Predators slanted, which really 
shouldn’t surprise anyone. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Ohio carries Blue Jackets games, with Jeff 
Rimer on play-by-play and Jody Shelley doing color. 

Local ranking: 27 National: 28 Last season: 18 

The results: Another broadcast where the Bally’s factor dragged it down 
from 2020 to 2021. 

Jody Shelley is considered one of the better overall analysts and had 
almost unanimously positive reviews in our survey, which tracks well with 
his recent work with NBC Sports during the 2021 playoffs. 

Even those who rated the broadcast poorly mentioned Shelley’s work as 
positive, including one respondent who said: “I would’ve answered using 
negative numbers if I could, but the presence of Jody Shelley drags my 
rating up to a 2.” 

Rimer has called more than 2,000 career NHL games since 2005. Many 
respondents, even those respectful of his career, couldn’t help but point 
out that his call has deteriorated in recent years. 

“Jeff Rimer has been around a long time and still brings enthusiasm,” one 
local respondent said. “He can be forgetful sometimes but overall, this is 
a good broadcast.” 

“As a season ticket holder, Jeff Rimer’s inability to call a game properly 
keeps me from watching away games on TV,” another said. “Rimer is 
constantly getting names, places and plays wrong.” 

The bottom line: Even with a well-liked analyst in Shelley by both local 
and national respondents, it was hard for the Blue Jackets broadcast to 
claw out of the bottom tier after the Bally’s rebrand. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

The broadcast: Bally Sports carries Coyotes games, with Matt McConnell 
on play-by-play and Tyson Nash doing color. 

Local ranking: 30 National: 25 Last season: 17 

The results: Arizona’s local offering had some positives but there are a 
number of common themes fans cited for improvement. 

The color commentary, for starters, was personable but very basic in its 
analysis. 

“Nash sounds like a broken record of hockey cliches,” said one of many 
fans who referenced the overindulgence of hockey cliches. This was 
important for many people who thought that the broadcast wasn’t doing 
enough to teach the game to viewers that might be newer to the sport. 

Fans seemed content but indifferent with play-by-play caller Matt 
McConnell, who wasn’t really mentioned often for good or for bad. 

Reporter Todd Walsh stood out as a divisive character as many felt he 
would force himself and his own experiences into long and drawn-out 
questions. 

The bottom line: Arizona’s broadcast could use deeper analysis while 
fans have yet to really click with any of the prominent broadcasters. 

27. Minnesota Wild 

The broadcast: Bally Sports North carries Wild games, with Anthony 
LaPanta on play-by-play. Lou Nanne, Wes Walz, Gigi Marvi and Ryan 
Carter rotate on color. 

Local ranking: 31 National: 23 Last season: 29 

The results: Many respondents pointed out that the Wild’s regional 
broadcast has improved since first introducing its rotating color 
commentary crew but it still ranks as the lowest rated local product in the 
NHL. 

It’s been hard for Wild fans to develop consistency, loyalty and familiarity 
with the constantly rotating color assignments. Nearly every commentator 
involved is a polarizing figure with strong love/hate relationships within 
the fanbase. 

Play-by-play caller LaPanta has his advocates but had multiple people 
criticize that his sidebars and storytelling can be ill-timed. 

“Too often he goes off on some tangent about one thing or another while 
important stuff is going on during the game,” said one Wild fan. 

The majority of local respondents agreed that the broadcast should stick 
with one main color commentator. But if you asked four Wild fans who 
they preferred, you might end up with four different names — neither 
Nanne, Walz, Marvi or Carter have separated themselves out from the 
pack, though Carter and Marvi were routinely brought up as having 
potential once they gained experience and polish. 

The bottom line: Bally Sports North has yet to find characters that 
connect as instant favorites with the fan base. 

26. Pittsburgh Penguins 

The broadcast: AT&T SportsNet carries Penguins games, with Steve 
Mears doing play-by-play and Bob Errey doing color. 

Local ranking: 23 National: 30 Last season: 30 
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The results: This is a television survey, but one thing that stood out was 
that Penguins fans absolutely adore the radio broadcast and the play-by-
play call of Mike Lange, with many fans suggesting if the radio voices 
were on TV they would have given a higher rating. 

The jury seems split on Mears’ play-by-play from the local fan base, 
however, several have noted they have warmed up to his call after he 
initially took over and replaced Paul Steigerwald in 2017. 

Errey has been an analyst on the Penguins broadcasts since 2003 and 
as one person put it, he and Mears don’t seem to mesh well. “Unusual 
situation in Pittsburgh as we’ve got a rookie in Mears who is still getting 
his feet under him and Errey sounds pretty bored and out of touch. They 
are unable to keep a conversation going.” 

Nationally, the Penguins were the second-lowest ranked broadcast, with 
respondents from other fan bases comparing Errey’s homerism to that of 
Jack Edwards in Boston. 

The bottom line: Once you get labeled a homer it’s hard to ever break 
that label and some clunky chemistry has kept the Pittsburgh broadcast 
in the bottom tier. 

25. Anaheim Ducks 

The broadcast: Bally Sports carries Ducks games, with John Ahlers on 
play-by-play and Brian Hayward doing color. 

Local ranking: 20 National: 29 Last season: 27 

The results: John Ahlers and Brian Hayward have been a longtime 
tandem. Typically, that sort of consistency builds a strong bond with 
viewers — and it has helped to some extent given that they ranked nine 
slots higher within Anaheim compared to out of the market — but it hasn’t 
been enough to push them to above-average results. 

Many local fans acknowledged that they can lean too favorably toward 
the Ducks. This doesn’t just relate to comments on officiating or 
describing the run of play but that they just generally “spin things to favor 
the organization” as one respondent put it. 

Fans respect the duo’s knowledge and vast experience but some pointed 
out that they’re a bit behind the curve in keeping up with modern-day 
analysis. 

Viewers outside of the market were particularly harsh, citing the lack of 
entertainment value as a concern. 

“The Ducks have the lowest energy broadcast known to mankind,” 
commented an Avalanche fan. “In the wake of the team’s inability to 
compete on the scoreboard, the broadcast has become overly attached 
to the players settling scores on the ice with an overabundance of 
conversations focused on the tough guys fighting players on the 
opposing team.” 

The bottom line: Local fans carry attachment with the longtime 
broadcasters but it doesn’t have a whole lot else going for it. 

24. Calgary Flames 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Flames games, with Rick Ball on play-
by-play and Kelly Hrudey and Cassie Campbell-Pascall rotating on color. 

Local ranking: 25 National: 25 Last season: 25 

The result: Calgary’s broadcast received equally underwhelming marks 
both in and outside of the market for a variety of reasons. 

The strongest criticism was directed at Eric Francis, who was mentioned 
in nearly every comment that came attached with a below-average 
grade. 

“I like Ryan Leslie and many of the talking heads employed by Sportsnet, 
but I cannot stand Eric Francis,” said one Flames fan. 

A common theme in the feedback outside of the local market was that 
the broadcast is prone to a lack of enthusiasm which can lead to a dry 
product. 

“Their PBP isn’t too bad, but the other broadcasters vary from being too 
boring to too homer,” read one out of market ballot. 

“Calgary’s broadcast needs 100 times more energy,” added another. 

The intermission panel guests are typically ex-players like Cory Sarich, 
Brendan Morrison, Troy Brouwer and Matt Stajan, all of whom fans 
seemed to respect but felt lacked polish and experience with their on-air 
delivery. 

Elsewhere, the color commentary was polarizing with most having a love 
or hate relationship with the rotating duo of Hrudey and Campbell-
Pascall. The common complaint among those who weren’t as fond of 
them was that they describe what already happened in front of viewers’ 
eyes rather than explaining why the play unfolded the way it did or how a 
breakdown happened — that the analysis wasn’t insightful enough. 

The one silver lining in all of this is how many fans supported the 
professionalism of Ball’s play-by-play and Leslie’s work as an in-game 
host. 

The bottom line: A broadcast lacking energy with polarizing figures 
outside of the play-by-play and host. 

23. Colorado Avalanche 

The broadcast: Altitude carries Avalanche games, with Marc Moser on 
play-by-play and Peter McNab on color. 

Local ranking: 26 National: 22 Last season: 28 

The results: Colorado’s regional broadcast is in a very unique position. 

There’s nothing wrong with the product itself. The homerism can be a bit 
polarizing but the personality, passion and entertainment value packs a 
punch for most. 

“They’re for sure homers but that’s why I love them so much,” said one 
Avs fan. “They live and die by this team just like the rest of us.” 

Moser’s commentary was perceived as being quite biased and some 
think he can be a little bit over the top but most are fond of the energy he 
brings. McNab got more mixed reviews with multiple respondents 
pointing out that he hasn’t adapted to the modern game. 

“They’re fun but cringey. All of them seem super cool and personable, 
but McNab especially seems caught in the old days,” read one local 
ballot with an average rating. 

Altitude’s technical work left a little bit to be desired — graphics were 
described as being occasionally inaccurate while the quality of the replay 
camera work was a bit inconsistent. 

The elephant in the room, however, is that Altitude doesn’t provide the 
broadcast to every local cable provider, meaning that some fans are left 
without a way to watch the games, as many fans noted. 

“The broadcast itself is very good, but nobody can actually watch it! 
Altitude seems to think they can force people to go back to DirecTV (the 
only carrier that has them).” 

The bottom line: An energetic product that gets dinked hard for its lack of 
accessibility. 

22. Toronto Maple Leafs 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Leafs games, with Chris Cuthbert doing 
play-by-play and Craig Simpson doing color. TSN is the secondary Leafs 
carrier, with Gord Miller doing play-by-play and Ray Ferraro doing color. 

Local ranking: 24 National: 18 Last season: 22 

The results: We hoped that survey participants would solely evaluate the 
primary local broadcast provider, but Toronto’s feedback was clearly a 
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blend of the primary (Sportsnet), secondary (TSN) and national 
broadcasts. This is ironically fitting for Toronto because the shared rights 
and lack of consistency that comes with it is the primary reason Leafs 
broadcasts ranked higher out of market than they did locally. 

The best local broadcasts cultivate an intimate, familial bond with fans 
and the lack of one in Toronto is the overarching issue that fans 
expressed. 

“Every Leafs game feels like a national broadcast which gets kind of 
stale,” said one respondent. 

“It’s great to have the likes of Gord Miller and Ferraro on the majority of 
broadcasts, but the rotating PxP and intermission staff misses the feel of 
a true local broadcast,” said another. 

This missing local connection is why fans continue campaigning for 
longtime radio voice Joe Bowen, who was mentioned on 32 separate 
occasions in the survey, to get a TV gig. 

For the existing broadcasts, Cuthbert’s addition to Sportsnet’s 
presentation was almost universally lauded while Miller continues to be 
widely respected as TSN’s play-by-play shot caller. Where TSN appears 
to come ahead of Sportsnet is in the color commentary department — 
Craig Simpson was heavily criticized for his lack of insightfulness for 
Sportsnet while Ferraro is seen as best in class. Sportsnet gained some 
ground back due to superior intermission panels but the secondary 
carrier, TSN, seemed like the clear favorite. 

The bottom line: The split rights and lack of local connection undermines 
regional broadcasts, who otherwise feature very highly regarded 
professionals. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

The broadcast: MSG Western New York carries Sabres games, with Rick 
Jeanneret and Dan Dunleavy splitting play-by-play and Rob Ray and 
Martin Biron splitting analyst duties. 

Local ranking: 22 National: 19 Last season: 19 

The results: Overall, the usage of Jeanneret was a point of contention for 
viewers on both a national and local scope. 

Some wish he would call more games, some wish he would call fewer. 
But even a majority of those who felt Jeanneret was past his prime, there 
was still close universal respect for his role and reputation in the 
business. 

“Rick Jeanneret is a legend but he lost his fastball about 10 years ago. 
Truly one of the greats. But his voice is a shell of what it used to be and 
his once palpable excitement is just gone.” 

“Rick Jeanneret, an icon in Buffalo for many years, needs to finally retire. 
His play-by-play is really bad and I would hate for it to put a black mark 
on what otherwise was an amazing career. His replacement, Dan 
Dunleavy is excellent.” 

Martin Biron got consistent top marks for his work in both the booth and 
the studio, with several people pointing out he should be the cornerstone 
of the future broadcasts. 

The bottom line: A broadcast that is caught in between embracing the 
past and moving into the future has become divisive and has kept it in 
the lower tier of NHL broadcasts. 

Sabres color analyst Rob Ray, left, and play by play announcer Dan 
Dunleavy. (John Vogl / The Athletic) 

20. Philadelphia Flyers 

The broadcast: NBC Sports Philadelphia carries Flyers games, with Jim 
Jackson handling play-by-play and Keith Jones serving as the primary 
analyst. 

Local ranking: 12 National: 26 Last season: 14 

The results: Because of its affiliation with NBC Sports, the Flyers local 
broadcast is one that had historically picked up more national games, 
similar to the situation in Chicago and San Jose. That usage of the 
broadcast by NBC has soured the well a bit for national respondents, 
who felt the Flyers received too much favoritism. 

That’s the only reason the Flyers ranked in the 20s, since locally the 
broadcast is well received and respected. 

Jackson, who has been at his post since 1995, is well respected by fans 
in Philadelphia, who believe he does a good job in calling it like it is. 

“Jim Jackson has a fantastic voice. Right amount of excitable at right 
moments. Critical of team and refs when necessary. Always a fun listen.” 

Jones’ commentary from national respondents was harsher, but locally 
he also tends to fit what Flyers fans are looking for. In fact, one 
respondent said, “The only reason this is a four and not a five is for the 
games where Keith Jones is in the NBCSN studio.” 

There were quite a few comments about the over-commercialization and 
pushing of Comcast on the broadcast in studio. 

The bottom line: It’s a local broadcast and the Flyers have hit the mark 
with the locals, even if nationally it gets knocked down a few pegs. 

19. New Jersey Devils  

The broadcast: MSG Plus carries Devils broadcasts, with Steve 
Cangialosi handling play-by-play and Ken Daneyko handling color 
commentary. 

Local ranking: 16 National: 21 Last season: 20 

The results: Some of the most notable NHL play-by-play voices originally 
worked for the Devils in Mike Emrick and Gary Thorne, a fact that hasn’t 
been lost on New Jersey fans, who are appreciative of the work 
Cangialosi has done in maintaining that reputation. 

“Devils had Thorne, and then Doc. They breed national play-by-play 
broadcasters. Cangy is no exception. He’s great.” 

“Steve Cangialosi is the most underrated man in hockey.” 

Daneyko’s reception is a bit mixed from local fans, while national 
respondents were a bit harsher in pointing out that his analysis is a bit 
clunky and unoriginal during the game. Several respondents pointed out 
that, “Daneyko states the obvious too much.” 

Bryce Salvador’s inclusion on the broadcast and his growth as an analyst 
was noted by many respondents, and his ability to break down the game 
during intermissions is certainly a strength of the overall production. 

The bottom line: An overall strong call from the play-by-play, but could 
use more insightful commentary from the analyst during the course of 
play. 

18. Florida Panthers 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Florida carries Panthers games, with Steven 
Goldstein on play-by-play and Randy Moller handling color commentary. 

Local ranking: 10 National: 20 Last season: 24 

The results: Goldstein and Moller have both been fixtures in Florida for 
more than a decade, but have only been sharing the booth in their 
current roles since 2019. It’s a fit that’s worked well for local fans. 

“The broadcast has greatly improved over the past couple of years with 
the color commentary switch from (Denis) Potvin to Randy Moller. Steve 
Goldstein and Moller clearly pay attention to everything and try their best 
to make the games watchable (there have been many, many, many 
years of unwatchable games). They aren’t perfect, but there’s really 
nothing to complain about.” 

One issue with the Panthers ranking, however, is the lack of total national 
responses to truly judge the broadcast and give it a fair assessment. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 1, 2021 

 

The bottom line: A good local product that has found the right fit when it 
comes to chemistry with the main roles. 

17. New York Rangers 

The broadcast: MSG Network carries Rangers games, with Sam Rosen 
handling primary play-by-play duties and Joe Micheletti serving as color 
commentator. 

Local ranking: 15 National: 15 Last season: 13 

The results: Rosen is an icon in New York and has been calling play-by-
play since 1984. His long tenure and go-to lines, “It’s a power play goal,” 
have created pretty unanimous respect for the broadcaster on both a 
local and national level, several referred to him as a national treasure. 

“Sam Rosen is like a member of my family. It’s a deep relationship,” one 
respondent said. 

Rosen’s age — he’s 73 — did come up from some respondents, and that 
he was calling road games from a monitor during the 2020-21 season 
was evident to many. 

Micheletti seems to be dealing with the ever-hanging cloud of John 
Davidson, who hasn’t worked in the Rangers booth since 2006 but 
continues to be the bar the Rangers analyst is measured against. For 
many, he can’t live up to that billing. 

The star of the Rangers broadcast, however, is Steve Valiquette, who 
was mentioned by many readers on both a national and local scale. It’s 
hard to find any detractors of Valiquette’s work, which in the broadcast 
world is remarkable. 

“Valiquette has some of the best analysis around the league. He needs 
to be in a higher position within the organization.” 

“He should be on national TV, plain and simple,” a national respondent 
said. 

The bottom line: There’s a lot of history in the booth, which can be both 
good and bad, while the intermission analysis makes the Rangers 
broadcast one to tune into for local and national viewers wanting to learn 
more about the game. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Oilers games, with Jack Michaels doing 
play-by-play and Louie DeBrusk doing color. 

Local ranking: 14 National: 14 Last season: 26 

The results: Change in the broadcast booth usually isn’t well received in 
the public — at least initially. Fans become attached to familiar 
commentators and any new voice is typically at an inherent 
disadvantage. 

This is why the near-unanimous support for first-year TV play-by-play 
caller Jack Michaels, who replaced Kevin Quinn and Drew Remenda, is 
so impressive. 

“The decision to make Jack Michaels the play-by-play voice on TV has 
been a home run,” said one respondent. “He does an outstanding job 
calling the game and brings an emotion Oilers broadcasts have lacked 
for years.” 

Michaels’ boisterous, passionate play calling style is described as an 
acquired taste and there were a few detractors that believe he can be 
over the top but the overwhelming majority of Oilers viewers have fallen 
in love with his energy. 

“Jack Michaels could make watching grass grow exciting,” said another 
respondent. 

Sportsnet’s Oilers broadcast ranked 26th in 2020 but leaped to 16th this 
year. The 10-spot climb is tied for the second-largest year-over-year 
improvement in the league. 

On the color commentary side, Louie DeBrusk’s personable style fared 
well among Oilers fans, though some were left wishing for deeper 
analysis. 

Michaels, DeBrusk and in-game host Gene Principe are all well regarded 
but there were a few quirks that fans highlighted including some missed 
faceoffs and storytelling between whistles that occasionally bled into the 
game action and caused the play-by-play to fall behind. 

The bottom line: Michaels’ addition has powered a regional product that 
ranked bottom-five last year substantially higher. 

15. Ottawa Senators 

The broadcast: TSN carries Senators games, with Gord Miller on play-
by-play and Ray Ferraro, Jamie McLennan and Mike Johnson rotating on 
color. 

Local ranking: 17 National: 11 Last season: 5 

The results: In terms of the on-ice play calling, it doesn’t get much better 
than what Senators fans have been treated to. Miller received excellent 
reviews from Sens fans and the same was true of Ferraro, McLellan and 
Johnson who rotate on color. 

“Gord Miller is a legend in the PxP position,” raved one Sens fan. “In the 
color spot, Jamie McLennan really makes a difference, as he clearly 
loves the city of Ottawa and has great chemistry with Miller. During Mike 
Johnson color games he’s able to provide so much detail, beautifully 
mixing old school hockey with analytics and more modern hockey 
insight.” 

A lot of that goodwill was unfortunately undermined by a belief that the 
Ottawa market is often treated as an afterthought compared to Toronto 
and Montreal. The departure of beloved former host Brent Wallace also 
looms large and is one of the primary reasons the Senators local 
broadcast fell from being fifth place last year. 

“I enjoy the rotating series of commentators, but TSN removing Wallace 
was the last bit of any consistency in the broadcast,” read one local 
ballot. “Between that and our games being consistently put in really bad 
timeslots to make way for MTL or TOR, it makes the Ottawa broadcast 
seem like an afterthought with no familiar lovable ‘characters.’ 

“While it (the broadcast) is good, the bias of big markets like Toronto 
always seems to creep into the broadcasts even when Toronto is not 
playing that night,” added another Senators fan. 

The bottom line: Senators fans are treated to an excellent broadcast 
team but they feel like they get the short end of the stick relative to other 
eastern Canadian teams, especially in light of Wallace’s departure. 

14. Montreal Canadiens 

The broadcast: TSN carries Canadiens games, with Bryan Mudryk and 
Dan Robertson rotating play-by-play and Mike Johnson, Dave Poulin and 
Craig Button rotating on color. 

Local ranking: 18 National: 9 Last season: 7 

The results: There are a lot of similarities when viewing Montreal and 
Toronto’s results. 

Both markets’ results in this survey were muddied by the fractured TV 
rights between TSN and Sportsnet. Both markets had a preference for 
TSN’s product over the latter. 

“Very strong broadcasters on TSN Habs regional. Bryan Mudryk is really 
great, and the color commentators are terrific as well,” said one 
Canadiens fan. “I greatly dislike when the games are on Sportsnet. I find 
the broadcast a lot less engaging and entertaining.” 

While both Montreal and Toronto are treated to some of the most highly 
touted commentators in the sport, a rotating cast of personnel and split 
broadcast rights left regional fans yearning for more consistency. 
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“The continued changing of play-by-play and sidekick ruins continuity,” 
said one Canadiens fan. “Each team should have their own two-man 
crew like they do in baseball instead of a changing duo every game.” 

That criticism was an insurmountable point for some fans who otherwise 
enjoy the balanced and fair commentary, with tons of adoration for Mike 
Johnson’s color analysis, in particular. 

The bottom line: Fractured rights and rotating commentators undermines 
the local connection for a TSN regional product that’s otherwise solid. 

13. Carolina Hurricanes 

The broadcast: Bally Sports South carries Hurricanes games, with Mike 
Maniscalco on play-by-play and Tripp Tracy on color commentary. 

Local ranking: 19 National: 8 Last season: 1 

The results: Carolina topped our rankings in 2020; in 2021, the broadcast 
took a significant plummet in the eyes of both national and local viewers. 

It’s all because the organization parted ways with John Forslund, the 
longtime play-by-play voice who has been considered one of the gold 
standards for play-by-play. 

“Major downgrade in the play-by-play from Forslund to Maniscalco. I 
appreciate all the work Mike has put in, but it’s really obvious that he only 
had a handful of reps as a hockey PxP guy before this year.” 

“It’s probably not fair to grade the Hurricanes broadcast, honestly. Mike 
Maniscalco is filling impossible shoes as the successor to John Forslund, 
and while he’s improving with every game, he’s a long way from the bar 
that was set for 20-plus years.” 

“Ownership ruined one of the top announcing teams by not bringing back 
John Forslund.” 

Tracy is well received in Carolina, while his overall goofiness tends to 
have more backers than detractors. 

The bottom line: One respondent put it best. “The best broadcast is 
whichever one has Forslund … so congrats to Seattle on already having 
the best broadcast before it even ices a team.” 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

The broadcast: TSN carries Jets games, with Dennis Beyak doing play-
by-play and Kevin Sawyer and Ray Ferraro doing color. 

Local ranking: 21 National: 4 Last season: 15 

The results: Outside of Winnipeg, the Jets broadcast scored as one of 
the best in the league. Locally, however, it ranked 21st with mixed 
reviews. That discrepancy in ranking — rated fourth nationally but 21st 
locally — is the largest around the NHL in our survey. 

The national appreciation for Winnipeg’s broadcast fits the wider, 
leaguewide majority opinion that Canadian broadcasts, and more 
specifically TSN’s regional products, are superior relative to what fans 
south of the border are offered. 

Play-by-play caller Dennis Beyak earned universal praise both within and 
outside the Winnipeg market. 

“Dennis Beyak of Winnipeg is awesome and deserves more credit,” 
noted a Leafs fan. 

“Sweet, idiosyncratic Dennis can do no wrong … he didn’t miss a beat,” 
said a local respondent. “He’s kinda like the Steely Dan of play-by-play 
voices — not going to get you up out of your chair very often Bob Cole-
style, but terrifically smooth and technically adept. And fun, in a dorky 
way.” 

Sara Orlesky, the in-game host, is also a fan favorite among 
Winnipeggers but the feedback wasn’t as rosy for primary color man 
Kevin Sawyer. The bar here was set incredibly high with Shane Hnidy, 
who was poached by Vegas, and Sawyer has had a tough time filling in 

those shoes. In fact, nearly every critical comment revolved around his 
homerism and disagreeable takes. 

“Kevin Sawyer’s unconditional praise of the team is a bit hard to take 
even for someone who loves the Jets like me,” said one of many local 
respondents who believe the broadcast isn’t balanced enough. 

The bottom line: One of the most highly rated broadcasts by viewers 
outside of Winnipeg receives more mixed reviews locally due to 
discontent with the primary color analyst. 

11. Los Angeles Kings 

The broadcast: Bally Sports West carries Kings games, with Alex Faust 
on play-by-play and Jim Fox doing color. 

Local ranking: 11 National: 13 Last season: 10 

The results: L.A.’s broadcast fared well universally, but it’s surprising that 
it wasn’t rated even higher nationally given the number of out-of-market 
fans that went out of their way to praise their work. 

“L.A. might have the best broadcast team in the business,” said a 
Penguins fan. 

“Alex Faust doesn’t get enough recognition as a high-end play-by-play 
man, while Jim Fox is criminally underappreciated around the game. He’s 
in the upper echelon of color commentators,” said an Oilers fan. 

One of the most common complaints from hockey fans is that most 
broadcasts lack genuinely insightful color commentary that helps viewers 
learn new things. Veteran Jim Fox appears to be one of the few that 
bucks that trend with refreshingly informative analysis. 

“Jim Fox does an excellent job breaking down plays,” responded a local 
fan. “I’m not sure I’ve seen a better analyst than him on national or 
another local broadcast. Almost seems like there’s something new to 
learn all the time, even after watching the same game for decades.” 

Faust had massive shoes to fill into a few years ago when legend Bob 
Miller departed and has done as well as one could have hoped. 

“Alex Faust is no Bob Miller, but Bob Miller is a Hall of Famer,” said one 
Kings fan.”That being said, Faust is still a very good up-and-coming play-
by-play guy, and Foxy is probably my favorite color guy in the league.” 

The bottom line: High quality and well respected is the best way to 
describe the Kings’ regional broadcast. 

10. San Jose Sharks 

The broadcast: NBC Sports California carries Sharks games, with Randy 
Hahn on play-by-play and Bret Hedican doing color. 

Local ranking: 5 National: 16 Last season: 6 

The results: It’s not easy to strike the right balance between catering to 
local fans and not overdoing it with homerism. NBC’s Sharks broadcast 
appears to have found a very effective middle ground. Veteran play-by-
play caller Randy Hahn received a ton of fanfare for managing this as 
well as being very adaptable in finding chemistry with color partners that 
have changed multiple times over recent years. 

“Longtime announcers are more recently not afraid to criticize the team 
which was not always the case in years past,” said a Sharks fan. 
“Entertaining and not too homerish.” 

“Randy Hahn is the king,” simply stated another local response. 

Hahn’s partner Bret Hedican was rated solidly across the board. It’s been 
tough for Hedican to live up to the extremely high bar that his color 
predecessors, left but he’s starting to win over the majority of fans. 

“Bret Hedican is solid, but predecessors Jamie Baker and Drew 
Remenda are still missed,” said one fan who gave the broadcast an 
above-average rating. 
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The bottom line: Hahn continues to be a fan favorite while Hedican has 
done well filling into extremely big shoes. 

9. Washington Capitals 

The broadcast: NBC Sports Washington carries Capitals games, with Joe 
Beninati handling play-by-play and Craig Laughlin handling color 
commentary. 

Local ranking: 5 National: 16 Last season: 16 

The results: “Energy” came up from several respondents when 
discussing the Capitals broadcast, which is a pretty fitting way to 
describe the call from Beninati and Laughlin. 

It’s also an approach that can be pretty divisive, which is why there were 
very few average responses about Washington. People either loved or 
hated the broadcast, and in Washington, the majority of fans rated the 
broadcast highly. 

“They’re funny and informative, they acknowledge the good, bad and 
ugly with equal energy,” one Capitals fan said. 

“They’re homers, but they’re also honest about the team when their play 
is uhhhh questionable. And Joe B’s calls are so fun! I get so bummed 
when the national broadcast is on — feels like going to the bar and your 
friends aren’t there.” 

That homerism, expectedly, rubbed national respondents the wrong way, 
and that NBC had simulcast NBC Sports Washington games in the past 
only helped push that narrative. 

The bottom line: It’s an ideal fit for a local broadcast, even if it gets 
criticized nationally. 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Detroit carries Red Wings game, with Ken 
Daniels handling play-by-play and Mickey Redmond handling most 
games as the color analyst. 

Local ranking: 7 National: 12 Last season: 23 

The results: A big riser in the rankings — jumping from 23rd to eighth is 
impressive — but it’s even more impressive in doing so on a network, 
Bally Sports, that took a ton of criticism across the board in all markets. 

The chemistry between Daniels and Redmond stands out to both Red 
Wings fans and national respondents, many of whom also were quick to 
point out how fun the Detroit broadcast can be, even with a team that 
hasn’t been very fun to watch lately. 

“Mickey Redmond is delightfully zany but also very knowledgeable about 
hockey and generally very fair in his analysis.” 

“Mickey Redmond and Ken Daniels somehow make it fun to tune in and 
watch the rebuilding Red Wings.” 

As with most great local broadcasts, nationally there is a bit of homerism 
viewed by respondents, which is why the Detroit broadcast ranks higher 
locally than it does nationally. 

The bottom line: A fun, bit homerish broadcast, that does help make up 
for the lack of a competitive product on the ice. 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

The broadcast: Sportsnet carries Canucks games, with John Shorthouse 
on play-by-play and John Garrett on color. 

Local ranking: 8 National: 10 Last season: 12 

The results: Personable, intimate and with universally adored local 
characters, Sportnet’s Canucks broadcast was very well received. 

The year after year consistency with Shorthouse, Garrett and host Dan 
Murphy has helped breed familiarity, nostalgia and loyalty. It’s something 
that other Canadian markets with split rights aren’t treated to and 

explains the big difference in how much the broadcast resonates locally. 
Shorthouse and Garrett have built up a ton of chemistry and “are like 
your fun uncles” as one person put it — often able to add a dose of 
humor or entertainment to keep fans engaged, win or lose. 

“Back when the 2015-2018 Canucks were regularly at the bottom of the 
standings, they were the one thing besides the Sedins that made 
watching Canucks hockey worthwhile,” read one ballot. “Love their sense 
of humor and Garrett’s appreciation of sound goaltending is nice to hear, 
given how scrutinized that position really is.” 

“John Shorthouse is the definition of professionalism for me,” said 
another fan. “He has an encyclopedic knowledge of the game and its 
history, and he is an objective voice of reason among a very passionate 
Canucks fan base. He provides good insights that are both easy for 
entry-level fans to understand and that also resonate with diehards.” 

Garrett’s a massive fan favorite locally, although some out of market felt 
he favored the Canucks a bit too much in his commentary. 

The bottom line: Canucks fans can’t get enough of Shorthouse, Garrett 
and Murphy. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning  

The broadcast: Bally Sports Florida carries Lightning games, with Dave 
Randorf handling play-by-play and Brian Engblom serving as color 
analyst. 

Local ranking: 13 National: 5 Last season: 8 

The results: It can be hard to replace a long serving voice of the team, 
but Randorf deserves a ton of credit for winning over fans after Rick 
Peckham retired after the 2019-20 season. 

Randorf’s call and his chemistry with Engblom drew rave reviews both 
nationally and locally. 

“I missed Peckham, but Dave Randorf has done a very good job in his 
first season with the team. Brian Engblom is top notch when it comes to 
analysis, and the audio crew is always a delight. Something I like is that 
they never shy away from criticizing the Lightning if they feel it’s 
necessary. I also feel they are fair to the opposing team, praising them 
when they are doing well.” 

Engblom drew high praise from national respondents, while the 
broadcast also was given outside praise for being unbiased, which is why 
it finished ranked higher with outside market viewers than in market. 

Bottom line: The two-time defending champions have a top-tier 
broadcast, even with a change in play-by-play and while dealing with 
complaints about Bally Sports. 

5. Chicago Blackhawks  

The broadcast: NBC Sports Chicago carries Blackhawks games, with Pat 
Foley handling play-by-play and Eddie Olzcyk handling color 
commentary. 

Local ranking: 9 National: 6th Last season: 9 

The results: Pat Foley is retiring after the 2021-22 season, and after 
close to four decades of work in Chicago he’s beloved locally and has 
drawn considerable praise on a national level for his work. Olczyk is also 
considered one of the gold standards as an analyst in the industry, which 
is why he was the lead analyst for NBC and will be the lead analyst for 
Turner Sports on national broadcasts. 

The key to a great broadcast, however, isn’t just the resumes of each, 
but the chemistry between Foley and Olzcyk, which drew rave reviews 
from both local and national respondents. 

“Great chemistry between the two. Sounds like two good friends who 
happen to be announcing hockey, while still pointing out the little details 
about the game.” 
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“Foley and Olczyk are a treat for the ears! I have been fortunate enough 
to grow up with Uecker, Hughes, Caray, Steve Stone, Marques Johnson, 
Jim Paschke and Ted Davis. These two are right up there in making the 
sport more than just pads and pucks.” 

Some felt the quality of Foley’s call has declined in recent years as he 
approaches retirement at the end of next season. Still, those complaints 
were relatively minor amid what amounted to close to universal 
admiration. 

The bottom line: It’s one of the better broadcasts in the league and after 
the 2021-22 season the new play-by-play voice will have massive shoes 
to fill. 

4. Dallas Stars 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Southwest carries Dallas Stars broadcasts, 
with Josh Bogorad handling play-by-play and Darryl Reaugh handling 
color commentary. 

Local ranking: 2 National: 7 Last season: 2 

The results: The Stars broadcast took a slight tumble from second in the 
overall rankings last season, but continues to be considered one of the 
best in sport and is viewed as a gold standard for any so-called non-
traditional market. 

Reaugh, by both local and national respondents, is considered the class 
of analysts. In fact, many Stars fans responded to this survey with a bit of 
fear, hoping and wishing that Reaugh wouldn’t get scooped up by a 
national broadcast and cut into his Stars duties. 

“They’re so tantalizing, anything below a perfect score would be 
mastodonic larceny,” one Stars fan wrote. 

Bogorad has come into his own and provided some stability in the play-
by-play chair after some rocky transition for the broadcast after Dave 
Strader’s death and the clunky transition to Reaugh as the play-by-play 
voice. 

“Josh Bogorad had a REALLY tough job following Dave Strader’s 
passing. Reaugh took over play by play for a brief transition period but 
Bogorad had to take up that mantle that Strader left (who himself had a 
tough job taking over after two decades of Ralph Strangis) and I think 
he’s done an incredible job.” 

That the Stars are on Bally Sports hurt the overall ranking, while there 
was also some comment about how the fact it’s a simulcast with radio 
hurts the overall product slightly. 

The bottom line: A consistently top-five broadcast in the league may have 
slipped in rankings, but continues to be a favorite for both local and 
national viewers. 

3. St. Louis Blues 

The broadcast: Bally Sports Midwest carries Blues games, with John 
Kelly on play-by-play and Darren Pang doing color. 

Local ranking: 6 National: 1 Last season: 4 

The results: Color commentator Darren Pang is the star of the Blues’ 
broadcast, immensely appreciated both in and out of the market. Pang’s 
passion, excitement and ability to break down goaltenders, in particular, 
were all highlighted as top strengths. He and Ferraro were described by 
multiple participants as being in a class of their own with respect to color 
commentary analysts around the league. 

“Darren Pang with the Blues is probably the best color that I’ve listened 
to,” noted a Wild fan. 

None of this should overshadow the professional, accurate play calling of 
John Kelly, who was almost equally praised across the board. 

“It feels like we have the best duo in the NHL,” said a Blues fan. 
“Professionalism, insight, humor and the human touch that no other 

broadcast team provides. I watch a ton of NHL games, and no one 
touches John Kelly and Panger.” 

A recurring theme from respondents was how balanced and even-keeled 
the production was and that’s ultimately a big reason why the Blues 
broadcast was the highest-ranked in the league by out-of-market fans. 

The bottom line: Universally adored broadcast has won over fans across 
the league. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 

The broadcast: AT&T SportsNet Rocky Mountain carries Golden Knights 
games, with Dave Goucher on play-by-play and Shane Hnidy doing 
color. 

Local ranking: 3 National: 3 Last season: 3 

The results: The Golden Knights’ broadcast has matched the immediate, 
meteoric rise of the team itself. A whopping 96 percent of 227 local 
respondents rated the broadcast as above-average or excellent, with 78 
percent giving the highest score possible. 

There was praise all across the board — the unbiased style of Dave 
Goucher’s commentary, the way Shane Hnidy teaches and engages new 
fans of the sport, the studio personalities, the broadcast’s technical work 
— it’s the complete package. 

“I love Dave Goucher because he’s willing to celebrate an amazing play 
from either our team or the opposing team,” said one Vegas fan. “He and 
Shane don’t just praise the Knights but discuss their shortcomings and 
explain the things the opposing team is doing well. This is important 
when dealing with a fan base that is new to the sport, every night is an 
opportunity to learn.” 

The strong marks were mostly reflected outside of the market as well. 

“Their entire production is top class and exactly what I’m looking for in a 
broadcast,” said a Bruins fan. 

“Vegas and Tampa are a cut above all other American broadcasts,” read 
the ballot of an Avalanche fan. 

The bottom line: An instant, smashing success just like the team itself. 

1. New York Islanders 

The broadcast: MSG Plus carries Islanders broadcasts, with Brendan 
Burke handling play-by-play and Butch Goring serving as color analyst. 

Local ranking: 1 National: 2 Last season: 11 

Thew results: The Islanders have always had a well-respected 
broadcast, ranking 11th in the last edition of this exercise, but jumping to 
first was mildly surprising. 

With John Forslund not on a team broadcast last season, Burke has 
taken over the mantle as the top-ranked team play-by-play voice. 

“Brendan Burke is just the best in the game. He has the perfect voice, 
situational emotion and just overall ability to have fun and mix in humor 
and fun facts into every broadcast. Wouldn’t want anyone else as my 
team’s play-by-play guy.” 

“Brendan Burke is amazing and makes the game much more 
entertaining.” 

“Brendan Burke is on track to be the next generation’s Doc Emrick.” 

Goring is sometimes considered a homer, but his analysis and 
occasional rants are beloved by Islanders fans while also playing well 
with other viewers. 

Shannon Hogan and A.J. Mleczko also drew positive reviews in the 
studio. 
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The bottom line: With an elite play-by-play voice leading the way, the 
Islanders broadcast is poised to be considered one of the tops in the 
league for years. 
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The Athletic / A viewing guide on how to watch NHL hockey on American 
television or streaming platforms 

 

By Sean Shapiro Sep 30, 2021  

 

“How and where do I watch NHL this season?” 

That’s been the most pressing question facing many fans as they prep 
for the 2021-22 NHL season, which features a seismic shift in where and 
how the sport is being distributed on television. 

NBC is gone, replaced by ESPN and Turner Sports as the new national 
TV partners in the United States. The NHL’s out-of-market package, 
NHL.tv, has been retired in the United States and replaced by ESPN+ as 
the new out-of-market streaming platform. 

For the simple answer, the best course of action for an American-based 
hockey fan is to have a subscription to ESPN+ and a television package 
that carries ESPN, TNT and your local regional sports network. 

It seems simple enough. But as the season has approached and I’ve 
fielded emails and Twitter messages about the new TV landscape, 
combined with some confusion by our own writers that I’ve had to clear 
up, it’s become evident there was a need for a viewers guide of how and 
where to watch hockey in the United States. 

Be sure to bookmark this story to tweet at others when they can’t find the 
game on opening night. 

What’s the deal with ESPN+? 

NHL.tv is gone. If you subscribed to NHL.tv in the United States in the 
past it’s not an option anymore and all out-of-market games, not on 
national TV, will now be carried on ESPN+. 

ESPN+ will also host 75 exclusive national TV games that will also be 
available to Hulu subscribers. These games will be produced by ESPN 
itself and not simulcasts of RSNs. Games on ABC will also be simulcast 
on ESPN+, while games on ESPN will be available in the ESPN App, but 
only with a television provider login. 

Of the 1,312 regular-season games, close to 1,100 will be live with just 
an ESPN+ subscription. 

Games that air live on TNT will also end up in the ESPN+ archive after 
24 hours for replay, similar to how national TV games were later stored in 
the only NHL.tv service. 

For out-of-market games on ESPN+, fans will be able to pick between 
home and away broadcasts and the archive will allow for on-demand 
viewing at any time outside of an exclusive national window. There will 
also be a live DVR that allows fans to go back to the start of a game in 
progress. 

ESPN+ will be subject to blackout rules like NHL.tv was in the past. So if 
you live in an area covered by a local RSN, games featuring those teams 
will be blacked out live and won’t be available in the ESPN+ archive for 
24 hours. 

What about games on Turner? 

At least 50 regular-season games will be nationally televised on TNT this 
season, the majority of those being Wednesday evenings with some 
Saturday and Sunday showings as well. 

Each of those games will also be available to stream on the WatchTNT 
application, for users that authenticate and login with the username and 
password for their pay TV service provider. 

As part of the deal, Turner Sports was also able to secure streaming 
rights for HBO Max, but that’s a long-term project and something that will 
likely develop more in 2022. Jeff Zucker, chairman of WarnerMedia News 
& Sports, said in a conference call in April that HBO Max’s usage as an 
NHL platform “it’s not imminent and it’s not going to happen this year, in 
this calendar year. Our emphasis in the year ahead will certainly be on 
TNT and TBS. In the years to come, I think you’ll see HBO Max and 
those digital platforms be a different part.” 

According to those familiar with the situation at Turner, this continues to 
be the case, as the network is putting more of an emphasis right now on 
launching the television-based product before focussing on the best way 
to utilize HBO Max. 

In short, if you have HBO Max it could be useful for hockey fandom at 
some point, but it’s not a must-buy item now for hockey fans. 

What about my local team? 

Finding a TV provider with your local RSN is likely going to be the most 
difficult part of your hockey-watching endeavor. 

RSN contracts have become sticking points for television providers, and 
the ongoing squabbles have frustrated fans and teams. The ongoing 
battle between Sinclair-owned Bally Sports Networks and TV carriers 
hasn’t gotten any friendlier, and with neither side budging and NHL 
teams not having much recourse since the rights checks have been 
cashed, fans basically have to navigate it themselves based on their 
locale. 

I sincerely wish there was a better answer. I am based in the Detroit 
area, and already know I won’t be able to watch any non-national TV 
game involving the Red Wings live unless I change my service provider. 

Does NHL Network still exist? 

Yes. It’s still a standalone station and is not part of the ESPN+ package, 
as some seem to believe on social media. 

NHL Network will also have 90 games this season. Those games are 
considered national for out-of-market viewers, which will lead to ESPN+ 
blackouts, but in-market viewers will still be able to watch the games on 
their local RSN. 

Those games will later be added to the ESPN+ archive after 24 hours. 

But I don’t live in the United States 

This story was intended as an American viewer’s guide to the NHL 
season, but it’s become clear to me that there is also immense confusion 
for international NHL fans. 

(Side note, I think I need to write a story about Aussie NHL fans this 
season. I didn’t realize how many of you there were until the outpouring 
of questions about how find games Down Under.) 

For many countries, 109 in total, they will be served by one of the ESPN 
platforms for their respective country. The other major carriers 
internationally are ViaPlay and Star+, which offer different levels of 
coverage for the sport. 

If the rights aren’t owned by a third party in those respective countries, 
the NHL.tv service is still available. For a full list of what service to use in 
which country, follow this link. 
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The Athletic / Kara Wagland 20 Questions: On TSN coffee, her perfect 
fantasy team name, beer snobs and more 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Sep 30, 2021  

  

Before Joseph Tothfaluse died, in 2012, he told his granddaughter about 
his next grand vision. It would be a theme park based on the notion of 
Arctic adventure, with simulated northern lights, dogsled rides and an 
array of animals for visitors to admire. 

He had already dabbled in tourism, with a small shop off the main strip in 
Niagara Falls, Ont., where a honeymooning couple could stand against a 
green screen to pose for a happy, kitschy video souvenir. 

“It looked like you were flying over the Falls,” the granddaughter said. 
“You could pick your background, if you wanted to be in a barrel or on a 
magic carpet ride.” 

That granddaughter developed her own entrepreneurial streak before 
landing on screens across Canada as a host of SportsCentre on TSN. 
Kara Wagland went to the University of Guelph with the goal of one day 
moving into law but moved through several jobs and side ventures on her 
way into television. 

During a gap in post-secondary education, she would help friends buy 
and sell items in the relatively new marketplace of the internet, taking a 
modest percentage from completed transactions. She tended bar, 
pursued her real estate license and turned a hobby into the sale of a 
couple of cakes. 

After working her way through volunteer positions and jobs outside 
Toronto, Wagland landed on the air at TSN in 2014, and has been a 
mainstay on its flagship highlights show. The 39-year-old is also host of 
CTV’s NFL coverage. 

Wagland took time out of her schedule to field 20 Questions from The 
Athletic, talking about coffee at TSN, fantasy football team names and 
beer snobs. 

(This interview has been edited for length and clarity.) 

1. You are narrating a highlight pack featuring the St. Benedict Saints 
high school basketball team: How prominent is the name Kara Tothfaluse 
in your script? 

When I think back, I would say not that prominent. I was the captain of 
most of my teams, not because I was the best player, but because I was 
probably the most vocal one with leadership qualities. And that tended to 
get me the “C” most years. We used to have this tournament when I was 
in elementary school with a team in Michigan. One year, they’d come 
here and we would billet them, and one year we would go there. I had a 
billet here one year. I think I was in Grade 7 or 8. I had the best run of 3-
point shooting in this one game. I think I hit seven threes. It was the 
happiest I’ve ever seen my dad in my life, of any accomplishment I’ve 
had in my life. I looked up in the stands, and I swear he had tears in his 
eyes. … That was probably my one shining moment. 

2. One shining moment: Nice touch. 

I don’t even know if I started half the time. I came off the bench a lot. I 
was a wing player. I would go on hot streaks and things like that. But I 
was more the glue guy on the team. I wasn’t at the top of the boxscore. 
Let’s say that. 

3. What was your signature move? 

Oh god, I don’t think I had a move at that point. Don’t lose the ball. That 
was my signature move. 

4. Athletes usually give each other nicknames: What was yours? 

I never really had a nickname growing up. A lot of people think the 
reason I took my husband’s name when I got married was because it’s a 
better on-air name. And I think it is. Like, if Tothfaluse pops up on your 
screen, no one knows how to say that. I actually wanted to take his name 
because it kind of leads into a natural nickname, with Wags. Now that’s 
all anyone calls me. So for the first time in my life, I have a nickname. I’ve 
taken his nickname, and people know me better for having his nickname, 
which has really pissed him off — which is kind of a nice little side 
benefit. We’ll be out with people from work and, “Wags, Wags,” and he’s 
like, “They’re not talking to me!” 

5. You are captain for a SportsCentre pickup game: Who are your first 
two draft picks? 

Regular SportsCentre anchors? I’d probably take Kate (Beirness), 
because she’s a really good basketball player. I need some height. … Oh 
my goodness. Out of SportsCentre anchors. That’s a tough one. … I’ll 
maybe say Kelcey (Brade) because he’s got some height and I can stick 
him down low. 

6. In 2007, you wrote a column in The Guelph Mercury about “numerous 
dead-end job interviews” and “countless unanswered phone calls” two 
years after graduating university: What kind of jobs were you looking for? 

I don’t even remember that article. That’s how good my memory is. 
(Wagland reads printout of article) … I remember coming out of 
university and thinking — I think like most people — people would be 
knocking down my door for jobs. Like, “I’ll be making six figures; 
someone’s going to hand me a job right out of university.” I think the year 
after university was probably one of the toughest years of my life. I felt so 
aimless. I had been so centred on law and pre-law, and then decided that 
wasn’t the direction I wanted to go. Then it was like, what do I want to 
do? 

7. Where did you look? 

I went on interviews for advertising, PR, marketing. I went and 
interviewed with a special effects film company that a friend of mine 
graciously set up even though I had absolutely no experience in that 
area. I bartended for seven years, because that was a great way to make 
money while you were trying to figure it out. 

8. Where do you think you’d be today had one of those phone calls been 
answered? 

I have a lot of interests outside of broadcasting. I often think about how 
long I’ll do this for a career, because I love it, and I love that it’s 
constantly changing and I’ve already had a number of different jobs in the 
seven years I’ve been doing it. But it wouldn’t surprise me if one thing 
had gone different and I was doing something completely different. I 
remember getting my real-estate license during my one-week spring 
vacation in (journalism) school. I’m the person who likes to have so my 
different things in different places, just in case something doesn’t work 
out. 

9. You work with noted wine connoisseur Matthew Cauz and your partner 
is a beer aficionado: Which group can be more snobby — Team Wine or 
Team Beer? 

That’s a tough one. I feel like most people think Team Wine, because 
there aren’t as many beer aficionados out there. I remember somebody 
gave me some Coors Light. I think I was at a beer-league baseball game 
and there were some leftover. I put it in the fridge. And the look on my 
husband’s face when he came home and was like, “How dare you bring 
macro beer into this household? We are a microbrew family.” And it was 
out of the house in 24 hours. … If you could see the beer collection, it 
takes up half of my basement. Things that he’s aging, and has already 
put aside for my son for when he turns 19. 

10. You have free time and the Steelers are on TV: What is your 
beverage of choice? 

It depends on what I’m eating. Any kind of salty snack, it’s got to be beer. 
I would say a nice cold lager. Although I’m starting to edge more into 
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IPAs for my husband, even though I’m not typically an IPA person. 
During the game, it’s a beer. When I come home from work, it’s wine. If I 
didn’t have kids, it’d be vodka. I am a dry vodka martini person. But I feel 
like I need to have my wits about me a little bit when I have sleeping kids 
in the house. 

11. How late are you usually on set when recording the morning loop for 
SportsCentre? 

Oh gosh, that varies. It depends on which sports are going on. Any given 
night, we could get out at 2:15, or we could get out at 4:35 a.m. It just 
depends on if you have a late baseball game, or if Kawhi Leonard 
decides to go to L.A., or if Conor McGregor fake-retires again. Those are 
the really late nights. 

12. What time do you get home the night Kawhi Leonard leaves the 
Raptors? 

We were on-air until 5 a.m. We went live at 1 a.m. It happened when we 
were literally in the final block of our show. We were maybe a minute-
and-a-half away from being done. My producer, Kyle Lawson, got in my 
ear and said, “Kawhi is going to L.A.” And the first thing I thought is: 
“Poor Lindsay (Hamilton).” Because Lindsay had covered someone 
else’s shift the show before at 10 or 10:30. And it was straight to 5 a.m., 
without a bathroom break or anything. On-set. Live. The adrenaline 
carries you through. So you don’t feel like you’ve been on air that long, 
but then you walk out the door and it’s starting to become light outside. 

13. Do you designate someone to make a coffee run at that point, or is 
there a coffee machine on set? 

(Wagland smiles) TSN is going to hate me to say it, but the coffee at TSN 
is undrinkable. I’m a little bit of a coffee snob. I will say there are people 
who drink it. I can’t. And no, because at that point in the night, there are 
so few bodies actually there, and they are just running like crazy to get 
things to air and get people on the phone you can talk to. There are no 
extra bodies to run for coffee. The adrenaline is keeping you awake and 
keeping your energy up. And to be honest, you want to drink as little as 
possible, because you don’t know when your next bathroom break is 
going to be. 

14. You host the network’s NFL coverage: What is the best fantasy 
football team name you’ve heard? 

(Wagland laughs) I don’t know if I can say it. One of my old producers, 
his football team name was “Two Mannings One Cup,” and I thought that 
was … creative. My current team name now is “I Pitta The Fool,” which is 
based on Dennis Pitta. My fantasy baseball name, I’m so legitimately 
proud of, that I feel like I’ve peaked and I never should try and think of 
another fantasy team name because it will never be better. My baseball 
team name is “Billy Beane Is Not My Luva.” 

15. Under what circumstances is it acceptable to discuss your own 
fantasy football team? 

I think it’s always socially acceptable, because I do it. (Wagland laughs) I 
know that it annoys people, and people very readily tell me that on 
Twitter. But I feel like, with single-game betting being approved and 
betting in general becoming a lot hotter and more interesting, that it’s 
kind of made it a little bit of a safer space to talk about that stuff. 

16. Why does a kid from Cambridge, Ont., become a diehard Pittsburgh 
Steelers fan? 

Troy Polamalu. The only reason I became a Steelers fan. My family was 
never an NFL family. I can remember watching a few Buffalo Bills games. 
But I didn’t really get into the NFL until college. That was peak Polamalu 
time, and I just love the way he played with this reckless abandon. He 
was just so dynamic to watch. 

17. What happens if your kids grow up to be Ravens fans? 

(Wagland laughs) It won’t. I’ve already ingrained them. My four-year-old, 
Jake, is already, “Mommy, is our black-and-yellow team playing?” And 
I’m like, “This is baseball, buddy, but we’ll get you there.” I’ve pushed it 

hard. My husband is a Lions fan, but he’s not very diehard. I would say 
he was more of a Barry Sanders fan. He’s a Senators and Lions fan, so 
it’s been tough for him. 

18. Yeah. 

That’s probably why I kind of acquiesced and let him pick Sanders for our 
second child’s middle name. Both of our sons are named after athletes. 
We went Sanders. I got to pick Robinson, after Jackie Robinson, for 
Jake. We’re both big baseball fans. We were trying to think of middle 
names for Casey, and I originally said Sanderson, which is Derek Jeter’s 
middle name. But we both agreed that we could never name our child 
after an AL East rival player. So that killed that notion. And we were both 
fans of Barry Sanders. 

19. This is something my wife and I have discussed for ours: Would you 
let your kids play football? 

My initial reaction is no, absolutely not. I can remember having this 
conversation with Chris Schultz. We did a weekly hit every week for three 
years when I hosted at 5 p.m. He even said to me, “If you are going to 
put them in football, don’t let them play football until high school.” I’ve 
always remembered that. It’s tough. I push golf, because it’s safe, it’s 
something we can do together, and when I go to watch you, it’s probably 
going to be in a warm climate. I’m not interested in sitting in cold arenas 
to watch my kid play sports, although I will. I’m already foreseeing me 
being an anxious mom for my kids when they play sports. I don’t think I 
would enjoy watching them play football. But if it’s something they really 
wanted to do, I would support them as they got older and their bodies 
were able to handle it. 

20. Complete the following sentence: “By the time I’m done …” 

I hope people don’t say I sucked. (Wagland laughs) I don’t know if that’s 
setting the bar low. I just want to be relatable, if that makes sense. I’m 
not looking to set any standards. I’m not looking to inspire the next 
generation. If I can help them, that’s awesome, and I’m happy to help. I’m 
happy to make their path easier, especially for young females. But yeah, 
if someone was sitting at home and chuckled because they could relate 
to something I said, then that’s all I’m trying to do. I’m not saving lives. 
I’m just trying to help people have a good Sunday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Understanding true impact of racism in hockey is only way 
we’ll find progress 

 

Sonny Sachdeva September 30, 2021, 6:59 PM 

 

What are we doing here? 

That question repeats in my mind every time we find ourselves back in 
this familiar situation, faced with another instance of racism in sport, and 
another round of underwhelming consequences that barely live up to the 
word. 

This time it’s Andrei Denyskin who’s prompted the question, the 
Ukrainian Hockey League player having emerged from anonymity by 
targeting Jalen Smereck with a blatantly racist gesture during a game on 
Sunday. The details of the gesture need no repeating. They were 
impactful enough that Smereck announced earlier this week he would be 
taking a leave of absence from his club, HC Donbass, until Denyskin is 
removed from the league. 

In response, the Ice Hockey Federation of Ukraine handed Denyskin a 
13-game suspension, and a fine equivalent to roughly $2,400 CAD. 
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Speaking with ESPN after news of the meagre punishment came down, 
Smereck made clear how he felt upon seeing the decision. “My heart just 
kind of dropped,” he said, a sentiment shared by many, many others 
around the sport. “I’m not even looking at this as a suspension. This can’t 
be taken seriously.” 

It won’t be. Not by BIPOC who play the game, watch the game, write 
about the game, or have any other connection to it. Not by those who’ve 
never experienced something similar, but see the need to eradicate 
racism from the sport. And certainly not by Denyskin or any other player 
who’s capable of attacking someone with such bile, all of whom have 
been sent the message that blatant, unflinching racism is akin to a 
questionable crosscheck. 

It won’t be taken seriously because the decision itself fails to take 
seriously the weight of Denyskin’s actions. The only thing the ruling 
makes clear is how much work is still needed to move this sport to a 
place where all within it truly understand the impact of situations like 
these, of the damage done. 

And that piece is crucial to this whole effort. It matters how we frame our 
understanding of these incidents. It matters how we conceive of the hurt 
that’s been caused — of what actually happened in that moment and 
what it means to feel the brunt of it. The need for a just result in cases 
like Denyskin’s isn’t because “racism has no place in the game,” or 
because we’ve heard players of colour tell us racism is something we all 
need to take seriously. 

It’s because these acts are, very simply, abhorrent. 

I can’t fully understand Jalen Smereck’s experience, what he felt in that 
particular moment on the ice, the impact it had on him. But myself and 
others who exist in this space with more melanin can understand what 
having racism directed at your skin feels like. And if that experience is 
foreign to you, it’s important you take the time to genuinely try to 
understand it. 

Because it isn’t just that feeling of not belonging, of being othered, of 
being made to feel that you’re an outsider in an environment you’ve 
spent your whole life in. That’s part of it, but it goes beyond that. It strikes 
at something deeper. 

At your family. At your culture. At where your parents came from, or their 
parents, or someone before them. At the traditions they’ve passed down 
to you. At the stories you’ve heard, of how they fought to get where they 
are. 

To see someone, in one moment, reduce all of that to something so 
viscerally demeaning, to see them mock it so callously, and make a 
caricature of where you come from and who you come from, it hits hard. 
It leaves a mark. 

Canadian writer Elamin Abdelmahmoud discussed the connection we 
feel to those who came before us, those who shaped us, in a piece about 
the gift and burden of our names. “All of us carry that unshakeable 
chain,” he wrote. “We come into this world tied to a lineage, and therefore 
a part of an ongoing story.” 

So, put yourself in that mindset. How would you react to someone so 
recklessly demeaning those who came before you, who sacrificed for 
you, who penned the earliest chapters of your story? That’s a key part of 
this equation. Racist comments or gestures like Denyskin’s might seem 
vague and broad to those they’re not directed at, but they’re not. They’re 
precisely aimed, and as pointed in their damage. 

We can’t grasp fully how that moment hit Smereck. But we should 
understand it enough to recognize the importance of protecting players 
from this type of harm. 

Which is why the second half of stories like these continue to prompt so 
much frustration. Because time and time again, the lack of legitimate 
consequences shows a profound misunderstanding of the weight of 
what’s transpired. Every time another one of these situations brings a 

suspension that amounts to a brief break, or a token fine, those who do 
understand that weight wonder how we’re still stuck at square one. 

And it’ll be impossible to move beyond this starting point until we stop 
hearing the usual caveats square one brings. You’ve seen them all 
before. 

There’s that assertion that something like this “would never happen 
here.” The ‘here’ tends to shift around as needed, but in this particular 
case it’s North America, with Denyskin’s actions and judgement falling 
overseas in Ukraine. But let’s not pretend there isn’t a lengthy history of 
North American hockey exhibiting the same bigotry — and prompting the 
same frustrations. It’s been only 20 months since an AHL player was 
heard using a racial slur during a game, similarly directed at a Black 
opponent. Denyskin’s suspension is more than double what was handed 
out in that case. 

There’s the argument that Denyskin himself claimed, that these things 
“just happen in the heat of the moment” or in the throes of “emotion.” 
Here’s the thing, though: Racism doesn’t just slip out of your pocket. It 
doesn’t appear accidentally. If the heat of the moment takes you to that 
place, if it releases something like this, the issue is that you had that 
hateful ammunition at all, not the emotion that brought it to light. 

And then there’s our silver lining. That if there’s any positive to be gained 
from the past few days, it’s the universal condemnation that fell quickly 
on Denyskin’s actions, and then again on the misguided judgement of the 
situation. Make no mistake, the outpouring of love and support for 
Smereck was beautiful. But it’s also as low as the bar could possibly be 
set. Universal condemnation should be the first reaction to blatant 
racism. And, importantly, while that support from around the hockey 
world affirms some sense of unity and maybe a desire for meaningful 
progress, it matters little compared to actually seeing justice done. 

Our support doesn’t make it safer for Jalen Smereck to take the ice in the 
UHL, knowing anyone who chooses to target him in the same way is 
facing little more than a few weeks off and a meagre fine. It doesn’t make 
it easier for the kids coming up after him either, watching the situation 
play out to its lacklustre end, wondering what’ll happen if they get pulled 
into the same ugliness one day. 

Where do we go from here? My colleague Elliotte Friedman laid out what 
needs to happen next. First is the IIHF stepping in to ensure the 
consequences here have some genuine impact on whether players 
choose in the future to act as Denyskin did. Next is the hockey world 
ensuring Smereck doesn’t suffer further from a situation he didn’t ask for. 

That point is a crucial one often lost in the aftermath of these situations, 
once everyone is cast in their roles, viewed only as one side of a high-
profile conflict. But Smereck isn’t Player No. 2 in some sort of tumultuous 
back-and-forth that helps us find our way. He didn’t ask to be a stepping 
stone on hockey’s path to figuring out racism. He’s just a hockey player, 
who should have the space to simply think about being a hockey player, 
like everyone else on the ice. 

Instead, Smereck told Ken Campbell following the incident that when he 
tried to return to the rink, “It didn’t feel right. … And just thinking of 
practicing and playing, I wasn’t fully there.” After the suspension was 
announced, he told Campbell he was unsure if he’ll return to the league. 

So, again, what are we doing here, aside from running in circles? 

There’s been a sense over the past year and a half that the hockey world 
is making progress on this issue. But that progress is only as good as the 
genuine change that comes from it. And right now, that second, crucially 
important bit continues to come up woefully short. 

The best-case scenario, the one we’re aiming for down the line, is an 
environment where all involved are educated enough to understand the 
immense harm done by holding racist views, let alone expressing them. 
Until we’re there, the bare minimum is justly punishing those who make 
their racist views so blatantly, dangerously clear. 
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It should be simple. Racism isn’t a problem created by those it harms. 
Quite the opposite. And the onus is on the unharmed to step back, take 
stock, and find a better path forward. Because Smereck and every other 
player of colour who’s seen racism in the game go effectively unpunished 
up to this point deserve better from their sport — and from each of us. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' talks with Hughes, Pettersson accelerating to 
conclusion 

 

Iain MacIntyre September 30, 2021, 11:24 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- Long movie, quick ending. 

It was like watching the Godfather, except no one woke up with a horse’s 
head in their bed. Not that we know of, anyway. 

The months-long saga of the Vancouver Canucks’ slow negotiations with 
free-agent stars Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes accelerated 
dramatically towards conclusion late Thursday after a breakthrough day 
saw the sides moving towards a six-year deal for Hughes, the team’s top 
defenceman, and three-year contract for Pettersson, its best forward. 

Sportsnet 650 radio’s Satiar Shah reported that Hughes’ contract will be 
six years at about $7.75-million-US per season, while CHEK TV’s Rick 
Dhaliwal reported Pettersson’s deal as three years and $7.7 million. 

Sportsnet earlier reported that general manager Jim Benning and agent 
Pat Brisson, who represents both players, could finalize deals as soon as 
Thursday night. Without confirming or refuting any of the reports, a 
Canucks official later said there would be no official announcements that 
day. 

Friday looks like a big news day for the Canucks. 

Besides seeking closure on second contracts for their two most important 
franchise players, the Canucks were also awaiting a decision on this 
season from absentee defenceman Travis Hamonic, who has until 2 p.m. 
local time Friday to opt-out of the National Hockey League’s third year 
with COVID-19 restrictions. 

If Hamonic, who opted out of the playoff bubble with the Calgary Flames 
14 months ago, decides he won’t play this season, it will leave a 
significant hole in Vancouver’s defence. 

But that is a mere crack compared to the abyss in the Canucks’ lineup 
that will exist if Pettersson, 22, and Hughes, 21, are not re-signed before 
Vancouver’s season-opener in Edmonton on Oct. 13. 

The unexplained, injury-related absence from practice on Thursday of 
winger Brock Boeser, another of the organization’s foundational players, 
not only left the Canucks with what looked in print like a glorified 
expansion roster -- a few excellent players surrounded by some 
journeyman and promising prospects -- but amplified the ongoing 
absence of Pettersson and Hughes. 

They have been training together near Hughes’ off-season home in 
Michigan. Until Thursday, there had been little progress in daily talks 
between Benning and Brisson since the Canucks opened training camp a 
week ago. 

Coach Travis Green compressed his training camp roster into an NHL-
size group of 23 or 24 players earlier this week. Without Pettersson, 
Hughes and Hamonic, as well as experienced fourth-line forwards and 
penalty killers Tyler Motte and Brandon Sutter, who are out indefinitely 
due to injury and fatigue, respectively, Thursday’s practice list included 

Alex Chiasson, Phil Di Guiseppe, Justin Dowling, Nic Petan, Brad Hunt 
and Luke Schenn. 

Remaining Time -2:56 

Green hoping for the best but preparing for the worst with line combos 

These are all respected veterans who have had solid training camps and 
earned the right to continue competing for an NHL roster spot. But the 
volume of players who might otherwise be trapped in a bubble between 
the NHL and American Hockey League also reflects how many Canucks 
regulars are missing. 

Pettersson and Hughes are essential. That the Canucks appear to be 
getting both signed for salaries averaging less than $8 million is an 
impressive achievement for Benning. 

But it also represents the deftness and pragmatism of Brisson, whose 
challenge all along has been trying to determine how to divide between 
his clients the $15- to $16-million the Canucks had available under the 
salary cap without upsetting either player. 

When Pettersson changed agents near the start of last season and 
joined Brisson and J.P. Barry at Creative Artists Agency, which employs 
Jim Hughes, Quinn’s dad, as a development coach, there was concern 
about the kind of leverage CAA could wield in negotiations. 

But the two-horse entry probably helped Benning. Despite fears that 
Pettersson could lure a predatory offer sheet in free agency, an option 
not available to Hughes, Brisson couldn’t afford to hit a home run for one 
player if it depleted the money left available for the other. 

Brisson had to manage the interests of his clients and maximize their 
individual value within the Canucks’ salary-cap limit. So that means a six-
year deal for Hughes at market value, leaving a three-year contract for 
Pettersson that sets a new precedent for “bridge” deals. 

At $7.75 million, Hughes’ average salary will be slightly less than the $9 
million AVV contemporary Cale Makar recently received from the 
Colorado Avalanche, and the $8.45 million the Dallas Stars agreed to 
pay Miro Heiskanen. 

At this stage, Hughes is less accomplished and well-rounded than those 
defencemen. But he will also be eligible for unrestricted free agency at 
age 27. 

If Pettersson’s bridge salary comes in at $7.7 million, it will easily surpass 
the $7 million the New York Islanders agreed to pay Mat Barzal, another 
CAA client, before last season, and the $6.75 million the Tampa Bay 
Lightning have paid Brayden Point the last two years. 

Pettersson’s pay will be less than the $9.25 million Mikko Rantanen is 
getting from the Colorado Avalanche and the $9 million Kirill Kaprizov 
receives from the Minnesota Wild. But the Canuck will be up for his next 
contract at age 25 and positioned then, if he continues to develop, to 
surpass Rantanen and Kaprizov on his next deal. 

These contracts are precedent-setting for the Canucks, and if Benning 
and Brisson get them finalized by Friday, Pettersson and Hughes should 
be in Vancouver on the weekend and ready to play the Canucks’ final 
three pre-season games next week. 
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During the shortened 2020-21 NHL season, Mitch Marner finished fourth 
in the NHL in scoring, sandwiched between Brad Marchand and Auston 
Matthews, just ahead of names like Nathan MacKinnon, Sidney Crosby 
and Patrick Kane. That’s a special output for a young guy whose 
offensive abilities are, at this point, among the best in the world. 

What’s most insane about that though, is that through the same 56-game 
season that saw Marner score 20 times and threaten 70 points, he 
scored … zero power-play goals. Not one, and his measly 14 power-play 
points tied him for 54th in the league with what I’d call simply “good” 
offensive players like Jordan Staal and Chris Kreider and Adrian Kempe. 

The Leafs' power play finished dead smack in the middle of the NHL at 
16th and rested on an extremely clean but unimpressive 20 per cent 
(“unimpressive” given their talent). It’s not like he wasn’t afforded the 
chance to put up points either. He played on the top unit, spending over 
172 minutes on the ice with the man advantage, most frequently 
alongside talented players named Auston Matthews, John Tavares, 
William Nylander and Morgan Rielly. 

None of those things are opinions, they’re facts, which makes my opinion 
that he had an abysmally bad year on the power play rock solid, if I do 
say so myself. The concern isn’t that he had a bad year on the power 
play though, it’s that he’s not a very effective power-play player, period, 
and it wouldn’t be unreasonable to reach that conclusion. At the very 
least he’s not a great PP player when compared to how effective he is at 
even strength. 

So what gives? 

It doesn’t seem possible that a player that talented offensively should 
somehow be less effective with more time and space, and so naturally, 
we come to how he’s been used. He’s been a flank player on the PP 
(and a fairly successful one on a power play with James Van Riemsdyk 
and Tyler Bozak), with the reasoning for putting him there likely being 
that he’s a great puck handler and a good distributor so you’d want the 
puck in his hands as often as possible, like a point guard. 

As you know, an NBA point guard who can’t really shoot is a whole lot 
less effective than one who can, as defenders can sag off them and 
worry more about where the ball’s going next, cause the concern isn’t 
“the rim.” 

We’ve heard that Marner has worked on his shot during the off-season 
(as we have before), but the reality is that guy just isn’t going to become 
a scary shooting presence, even if it’s better. If he does, you can throw 
this piece out, because he’s going to light it up, but let’s just assume for 
the sake of what’s most likely that he’s going to remain best defined as a 
playmaking passer. 

This year the Leafs have recognized that maybe he was miscast in the 
role of flank-guy, and so they’re going to start by using him somewhere 
else, the bumper. Below I’m going to look at the three options for Marner 
that aren’t the flank, assuming the Leafs stay in a 1-3-1 as just about 
every unit in the NHL now does. (Thoughts on THAT can be saved for 
another day.) 

The Bumper 

The role of the bumper player is to act as a relief valve, taking passes 
from pressured players on the outside and redistributing the puck back 
outside to someone with more time. They’re often asked to make quick 
touches and decisions with the puck, which is undeniably a place where 
Marner can excel. 

They’re to look for high tips on shots from the point, providing a difficult to 
defend layer for defenders. The D has to wonder, should I come out high 
to take the bumper’s stick away? Does a forward sag down? You make 
the PK make decisions – is that your guy or mine? - which is simply good 
offensive strategy. 

The thing is, a great bumper player can do a couple other things: they 
can rip a one-timer off a quick short pass in from the wall (Brayden Point 
has gotten really good at this in Tampa Bay), which we’ve established 

isn’t a Marner strength. And they can crash down on the net for 
rebounds, getting into the muck and battling for body position, which also 
isn’t a strength of his. 

More than that though, it doesn’t seem to utilize Marner’s playmaking 
abilities. That’s what makes him special, right? Yes he can make good 
quick-touch passes there, but he’s not going to make the type of fake-
then-pass to a wide-open player that creates a grade-A chance. And he 
does that so well. Which brings me to the next option… 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Up top 

As a passer Marner is best when he’s “coming downhill.” Coming 
downhill is moving forwards towards the net as you’re looking for an 
opportunity. He’s not nearly as effective when he gets stationary, and 
worse when he starts to fade away. 

One reason for this is that he will just hang on to the puck unless you 
force him to move it. That means if he’s coming downhill, he’s moving 
towards the net, and if you don’t go to him and defend, he’ll just take it all 
the way to the net, and that’s where he gets really dangerous. So coming 
downhill makes defenders leave their spots to go to him, which makes 
him more dangerous as a passer. Also, it makes his (and everyone’s) 
shot more dangerous – you’ve already got momentum going towards the 
net if you do decide to shoot. 

If you put him at the point, he’s almost always going to be coming 
downhill, and now he’s able to distribute the puck in two directions, and 
he’s good at selling fakes. I also don’t think you need a bomb at the top if 
you’re good at shooting for sticks, and that’s a strength of his as well 
(he’s got a good shot-pass). Granted “a bomb at the top” would be nice, 
but it’s not mandatory. 

Buuut … but do I want him at the point over Morgan Rielly, or Rasmus 
Sandin? Do you trust that the Leafs are going to give up fewer short-
handed goals if he’s back there, or that he’ll create that much more just 
distributing the puck to one flank or the other? Last year the Leafs were 
second-worst in the NHL in terms of allowing shorties, giving up seven, 
which is one every eight games. (By contrast, the Islanders gave up … 
none.) 

I can’t imagine it gets better with Marner defending rushes the other way. 
I can see how it could work, but it doesn’t make me super comfortable, 
let alone excited that something great would be unlocked. 

Campbell seeing a 'burning desire' from Marner so far at Leafs' camp 

Net-front/down-low 

There’s a bit of a misconception that you need to be some bruiser to play 
net-front on the PP. But the instructions of the PK are usually quite 
explicitly “don’t get tied up in front,” so it’s not like even strength where 
guys are constantly trying to clean you out with cross-checks. You’re 
usually allowed to stand there up a man. 

Playing net-front allows you to pop low for the flank guy, who can then 
get you pucks in a pretty dangerous area. I’m not thinking of a guy half-
popping out the way JVR used to for the Leafs, which was to take what 
was more-or-less a direct pass then try to make a play at the net 
immediately. 

Were it Marner, I’d like to see him pop down to about the bottom of the 
circle with his skates below the goal line but stick above it, where he 
could then make plays. He could look for the high tip slot guy, he could 
go back door to the opposite flank guy who’d be “coming downhill,” or he 
could take it to the net himself. He could also take it behind the net and 
out the other side, which would change the shape of the penalty kill and 
provide some pressure relief. 
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That all sounds good, but my first paragraph may have glossed over the 
undeniably higher physical demands when you’re actually parked on top 
of the crease. When shots come, defencemen then try to clear guys out 
and tie them up. Rebounds are a straight-up physical battle for space, 
and I don’t think you’re winning any of those with Marner there. I also 
don’t think he’s gonna be much help as a screener compared to the 
bigger bodies that typically inhabit that role. 

So what’s the answer here? 

The only way it all works in my brain is by being asking 16 to be 
extremely active, while … playing the flank. It’s that or he plays PP2, 
which isn’t out of the question here either. I just don’t think he’s an 
excellent PP tool, unfortunately, but he’s probably best there provided 
they don’t get stationary. He’s a creative playmaker that thrives in the 
swirling soup. Because he can’t shoot it, they can’t try to run a power 
play the way Tampa Bay does. 

Keefe and crew like the phrase “replaceable parts” which is a holdover 
from the Babcock days, which basically means if you end up in a spot on 
the PP for a bit, they’re OK with that, stay there until there’s reason to 
move back. They should embrace that. 

I think when the puck is on the opposite flank from Marner he should be 
coming really high in the zone, and taking passes from the point with his 
feet already heading towards the goal. The guy can “seam” a penalty kill 
as well as anyone, and he’s actually pretty good at slipping it into the slot 
for a quick rip when his movement makes a shot to the net a legitimate 
threat. 

If he’s coming up high in the zone and taking passes with that downhill 
movement he may find himself as almost a second D-man at times (or 
the sole one, if Rielly/Sandin wanna flip as replaceable parts for a bit), 
which will provide him different looks and a new place to be dangerous 
from. At least it would keep the PK guessing. 

Some power plays – I mentioned Tampa's, and Washington’s Ovi-bomb 
unit – are effective because they have players with skill sets uniquely 
built for the roles within the 1-3-1. Nikita Kucherov is probably the best 
power-play player in the league from the flank because he has that quick-
cutter one-time shot that’s such a threat, but he’s just as likely to pass it. 
That ain’t Marner, and it ain’t the Leafs. 

The Maple Leafs are loaded with offensive talent, and figuring out the 
best way to use it on the power play seems to be making them crazy, 
with Marner at the root. 

Barring putting him on the second unit, the best way to get the most out 
of him is probably to keep doing what they’ve been doing, but just ask 
him to skate more and not get complacent from the flank position. 
Standing around is death, and the puck shouldn’t be dying on the stick of 
a player with so much ability to inject life into the offence. 
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TSN.CA / 'Continuing to progress,' Matthews gets reps with Ritchie-
Marner 

Working his way back from wrist surgery, Auston Matthews took line 
rushes with Mitch Marner and new teammate Nick Ritchie for the first 
time at this year's training camp, Mark Masters reports. Although there is 
no timeline for his return to game action, the 24-year-old centre has 
expressed optimism about being ready for opening night. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated in two groups at the Ford Performance Centre on Thursday. 

For the first time at this year's training camp, Auston Matthews took line 
rushes. He skated between Nick Ritchie and usual running mate Mitch 
Marner.  

"Nice to be on the same ice as Auston and looks like he's doing pretty 
well," said Ritchie. "He's a big presence and so skilled and that shot is 
lethal."  

Matthews is working his way back from off-season wrist surgery. There is 
no timeline for his return to game action, but the 24-year-old centre has 
expressed optimism about being ready for opening night.  

"He looks good," said Marner. "He looks great when he is out there and 
the wrist doesn't seem to bother him too much right now." 

But, as has been the case the last few days, Matthews left the ice 
midway through the main practice. 

"He's continuing to progress," said head coach Sheldon Keefe. "It's about 
building up the strength in the wrist to the point that he's confident in 
receiving passes, leaning into shots and of course faceoffs and contact. 
The fact we've seen him out every single day with no setbacks is a good 
thing."  

It's good for Ritchie as well. He's new to the team and readily admits he's 
never played with guys like Marner and Matthews before.  

"These are some of the most skilled guys in the league and it's cool to 
get to be on the same ice as them and learn things from them," the 25-
year-old said.  

They've only played one pre-season game together, but so far Ritchie 
likes the chemistry with Marner.  

"He makes so many good plays. He never panics with it. He's always in 
the right spot and a dream to play with." 

Keefe remains confident the the top line will click with Ritchie filling the 
spot vacated by Zach Hyman.  

"For the size that he is (6-foot-3, 236 pounds) and the physicality that he 
brings, for those who don't know him as well, you're going to be surprised 
with how good his hands are, how good his shot is, how good he is at 
making plays in tight spaces," Keefe said while noting many big men 
struggle in those areas. "He is a guy that can do that and that's [why] I 
think that can complement Mitch and Auston well. With Mitch we're 
seeing it now, but we haven't had a lot of time with Auston yet." 

Ritchie gets first reps with Matthews; calls it 'a dream' to play with Marner 

Nick Ritchie and Mitch Marner share their thoughts on getting some reps 
with Auston Matthews at Thursday's practice and say the Leafs forward 
looks great and his wrist doesn't seem to be bothering him too much right 
now. 

--- 

Before the main practice started, new assistant coach Spencer Carbery 
ran power-play drills with Matthews, Marner, John Tavares, William 
Nylander and Morgan Rielly. It was the first time all five members of 
Toronto's top unit worked together at camp. 

"Just going through some of the routes," said Tavares, "and getting a feel 
for things and what Spence is looking to implement here. We're touching 
on it a little bit every day. [It was] good to get all five guys out there 
zipping it around and getting a feel for things and different roles and 
positioning." 

The biggest positioning change is Marner moving from the flank to the 
middle of the ice.  

"He's so good when he's in the middle of the ice," said Tavares, "almost 
nobody harder to stop because he's so hard to read and so 
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unpredictable. He's going to get a lot of good looks himself or create 
opportunities for those guys on the flanks."   

"It will hopefully bring guys towards me," said Marner, "and leave seams 
open and make it harder for teams [who will] not know who to take. We'll 
go off feel and use our creativity." 

Keefe likes how Marner has embraced the new assignment.  

"He's working at it, asking questions, getting reps in so that's the most 
positive thing that I've seen," the coach noted.  

The new-look unit, minus Matthews, will get its first real test on Friday 
night in the annual Blue vs. White Game at Scotiabank Arena. The 
scrimmage will feature three 20-minute periods, but the last one will be 
all special teams work.  

    The squads are set   

      & ⚪ rosters presented by @SportChek #LeafsForever 
pic.twitter.com/Efz3oeudjK 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) October 1, 2021 

Leafs Ice Chips: Top PP unit aims to get its mojo back 

For the first time at training camp, the Leafs' new-look top power play 
was on the ice together working with new assistant coach Spencer 
Carbery. After Thursday's skate, John Tavares reflected on what went 
wrong for the power play last year and said it's important to be adaptable 
and flexible this season. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Wednesday was Canada's first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, 
which honours the lost children and survivors of residential schools, their 
families and communities. Leafs players marked the occasion by wearing 
orange shirts with the words, 'Every Child Matters.' 

"I grew up around a lot of Indigenous people playing the game of 
lacrosse," said Tavares. "I was around that community a lot and that 
culture and tremendous people and learned a lot through the game of 
lacrosse itself and fell in love with it so, to me, it has a little extra 
meaning. But it should have significant meaning to everybody because of 
what happened and how we can learn from it and not just reconcile, but 
make the Indigenous peoples and their culture and who they are a main 
part of our society and us as Canadians." 

    For Orange Shirt Day       and the first National Day for Truth & 
Reconciliation, John and Aryne on behalf of the Foundation will be 
making a donation to our respected partner @theballantyneproject who is 
currently working with remote Indigenous communities.#orangeshirtday 
pic.twitter.com/AthaAhFx1Q 

    — JohnTavaresFDN (@JohnTavaresFDN) September 30, 2021 

Tavares played competitive lacrosse through his first season in the 
Ontario Hockey League. He is the nephew of John Tavares, who is 
highest scoring player in National Lacrosse League history.   

How did playing lacrosse help his hockey career?  

"People talk about the hand-eye co-ordination but the biggest thing I 
found was just the physical nature of lacrosse," the Leafs captain said.  

"It's just a little bit higher than hockey. Your ability to roll off checks, move 
through traffic and take contact with and without the ball, seemed to 
really help me in small areas around the ice, around the net, just finding 
ways to create openings and get shots off or protect the puck and create 
plays or extend plays." 

Tavares: 'It's extremely important to learn and understand where we've 
come from' 

Maple Leafs captain John Tavares explains what Truth and 
Reconciliation Day means to him and says he learned a lot about 

Indigenous issues while growing up and playing lacrosse against 
Indigenous athletes. 

 --- 

On Thursday, Leafs winger Wayne Simmonds addressed the racist taunt 
Andrei Deniskin directed at Jalen Smereck, a Black American, during a 
game in the Ukrainian Hockey League.   

"To know that I got to play, and potentially have my children play hockey 
[and] to face these types of incidents, I can see why people of colour 
don't want to play hockey," Simmonds said. "I can see why parents are 
completely afraid to put their kids into the sport. I'm the same way as 
well. I've faced a lot of these things myself and I don't even know if I'd 
want my kids playing hockey to be quite honest." 

Smereck will play a game next week with HC Donbass Donetsk, but no 
longer sees a future in the UHL.  

    TSN's full interview with Jalen Smereck… 

    Jalen's reaction to the racism he faced on the ice, thoughts on 
suspension to Andrei Deniskin, and his own future in the 
sport  https://t.co/abWTWWt1t0 

    — Salim Nadim Valji (@salimvalji) October 1, 2021 

Deniskin has been suspended 13 games, which is the most allowed 
under the league's code of conduct. The International Ice Hockey 
Federation could still hand out its own punishment  

"If I had it up to me, you got two choices: You're gonna either face off 
against us [and] we're gonna kick the crap out of you — or you're banned 
for life. It's come to a point where it's sickening, it's disgusting. The way 
that guy did what he did, without any hesitancy, makes me sick to my 
stomach," said Simmonds, who is part of the Hockey Diversity Alliance. 
"It's disgusting, honestly. Quite frankly, I'm getting sick of talking about 
stuff like this because it continues to happen. 

"The IIHF, the UHL, whoever is the governing body there has to do 
something about that. That kid needs to be banned. I think that's the 
problem. You know, things like this are happening and it's not like it just 
happens [by accident or] it's a one-off. We've seen it happen a million 
times already and the punishments definitely don't match the crime." 

Simmonds: Denyskin suspension is 'embarrassing', he should be 
'banned for life' 

Wayne Simmonds has a strong reaction to the UHL's suspension of 
Andri Denyskin for his racist gesture towards Jalen Smereck. The Maple 
Leafs forward says it's 'disgusting' and he doesn't even know if he'd want 
his kids playing hockey at this point. 

 --- 

Lines at Leafs practice:  

Group 1 

Ritchie-Matthews-Marner  

Mikheyev-Tavares-Nylander 

Engvall-Der-Arguchintsev-Anderson 

Kopacka-Seney-Spezza 

Rielly-Brodie 

Muzzin-Holl 

Menell-Rubins 

Kivihalme-Hollowell 

Campbell 

Kallgren 
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Group 2  

Robertson-Kerfoot-Simmonds 

Bunting-Semyonov-Ho-Sang 

Gusev-Kampf-Kase 

Brooks-Amadio-Gabriel 

Sandin-Biega 

Kral-Liljegren 

Dalhstrom-Dermott 

Hoefenmayer-Duszak 

Mrazek 

Hutchinson 
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TSN.CA / Victim of racist taunt Smereck says perpetrator ‘needs to be 
banned’ from hockey 

TSN’s Salim Valji reached out to HC Donbass Donetsk defenceman 
Jalen Smereck in the Ukraine on Thursday to talk about the racist 
gesture directed at him during a Ukrainian Hockey League game on 
Sunday, the subsequent 13-game suspension of HC Kremenchuk 
forward Andrei Deniskin, and Smereck’s own future in the league. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

After a racist taunt that was directed at HC Donbass Donetsk 
defenceman Jalen Smereck went viral after being captured on video, 
there are calls from across the hockey world for harsh discipline. 

During a Ukrainian Hockey League game on Sunday, Andrei Deniskin, a 
forward with HC Kremenchuk, made the racist gesture towards Smereck, 
who is black. On Wednesday, the UHL handed Deniskin a 13-game 
suspension and a fine. Several NHLers have since weighed in on the 
incident and many in the hockey community want the International Ice 
Hockey Federation to get involved and impose sanctions. 

TSN’s Salim Valji reached the 24-year-old Smereck in the Ukraine on 
Thursday to talk about the racist incident, Deniskin’s suspension, and 
Smereck’s own future in the league.  

TSN: How are you feeling? How are you doing over the past couple of 
days?  

Smereck: I’m doing pretty good. The first day after the video started to 
spread, it was kind of tough to see yourself in that situation and then the 
first 20, 30 minutes after seeing the suspension I was kind of 
heartbroken. But I’m doing really good and pretty satisfied.  

What was your initial reaction when you saw the gesture on the ice?  

I really didn’t see it that much. My teammate was holding me back 
because he was fighting another guy, he was throwing him around on the 
ice. I tried to get in there and defend my teammate. Then my other 
teammate, my D partner, grabbed me and pulled me out. The benches 
were screaming my name. I was looking around, seeing what they were 
screaming about and trying to figure out what was going on. At the same 
time, I was trying to tell him to come fight me fairly. Let’s have a real fight. 
I kind of only caught a glimpse of it and then I saw it after the game. I 
was pretty pissed off.  

What was your reaction to the suspension? It looks like it’ll be 13 games.  

I say heartbroken. I was really angry, disappointed. With everything that’s 
going on in the world, I figured this would be a time to really step up to 
the plate and show that Ukraine isn’t a place where this is tolerated.  

I’ve experienced all good situations here with really nice people. I just felt 
like they would definitely make the right choice here. 

We’re you consulted by the league prior to them giving out the 
suspension? 

Yeah, I talked with the general manager for a couple of minutes the next 
morning after it happened.  

Did Andrei reach out at all for an apology and did you see the apology he 
issued on Instagram? 

He tried after the game, but after you lose the game and something 
happens like that, my teammates told me. I didn’t really know what was 
going on. The doctor in the hallway was trying to find a translator to tell 
me he was in the hallway waiting for me. My teammates were like, “Don’t 
worry about it. Don’t go.” He wanted to apologize, but it’s just not the time 
to apologize after something like that, especially something that deep. If it 
was words, maybe yeah we can talk after. But something like that? 
There’s no apology for that.  

 Are you surprised this incident garnered as much attention as it has? 
NHL players are weighing in, it’s been a part of the sports news cycle in 
North America. Is this surprising? 

Not really. At first it was kind of surprising because my phone was going 
off like every 10 seconds, but when you look at what he really did, it’s 
one of the worst moments we’ve had in hockey as minorities, as African-
American, since the Wayne Simmonds incident.  

I just think that at a time like this, we had the whole movement of All 
Lives Matter, Black Lives Matter, all that crazy stuff, I figured this would 
really blow up once it got out there. 

Has anyone from the NHL, like players or other people, reached out? 

Yeah, I’ve actually had a lot of guys. J.T. Brown is one of the first guys, 
Akim Aliu, the NHL guys started coming. I talk to Clayton Keller pretty 
often and he reached out right away, Max Domi reached out, (Anthony) 
Duclair reached out. Akim helped me talk with the guys with the Alliance 
program (Hockey Diversity Alliance). There have been numerous guys I 
played with who are in the NHL now. There have been so many guys. It 
was unconditional and so much love that I can’t even name all the people 
that have reached out over the past 48, 72 hours. 

 There are lots of calls for the International Ice Hockey Federation to step 
in and administer harsher discipline or react in a tangible way. What 
would you like to see the IIHF do? 

I would hate to say that he needs to be banned, but he just has to get 
banned. There’s no other way forward, there’s no other way around it. 
From what I’m hearing, this is the second time. He had an incident in 
North America, I think the North American League or something, so 
there’s so many things flying around right now. I think just no excuse for 
it. There was no apology. The apology he did give on Instagram was 
really, really bad. I think there’s no other way around it, just a ban from 
the whole game.  

Now, what’s your relationship with your current team? Your former 
general manager says he was fired in part for speaking out publicly to 
support you and pushing for punishment. What’s your relationship like 
with your team right now and do you have any sense of what your future 
will be in the sport?  

My relationship with the team is pretty well. I had a meeting with the head 
coach just the other day. They strongly support me and they’re still 
fighting this. We just talked about me getting back on the ice and getting 
ready to play in the Champions Hockey League [European tournament), 
so that’s my goal as of right now, to play Wednesday. I just wanna get 
ready with the team. They’ve been pretty supportive. They’ve put stuff 
out on social media to let the league know that this wasn’t right.  
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I don’t really know what my next stops will be after that. As of right now, 
my plan isn’t really to play too much. I would say my future is very, very 
short with the Ukrainian Hockey League. Seeing that we play on the 6th 
and 13th of October with the Champions Hockey League and we have a 
couple of UHL games in between, depending on what the staff wants me 
to do, I don’t really want to play in those games but if I want to play in the 
Champions League I’ll probably have to play in a couple of those games. 
I’m pretty sure that after the Champions League, I won’t play another 
game in the Ukrainian Hockey League. 
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TSN.CA / Bunting counting on ‘greasy rat’ role to land him Leafs roster 
spot 

Michael Bunting took the long road to the NHL and plays with a chip on 
his shoulder, which has resulted in four goals in two preseason games 
with the Maple Leafs thus far. The 26-year-old has evolved into a player 
who at the end of every game is “one of the most hated players on the 
ice.” And that’s everything the Leafs are looking for in a top-six winger, 
Kristen Shilton writes. 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Call Michael Bunting “a greasy rat” and he’ll grin. It’s 
because he must have had an excellent night. 

Such was the case for Bunting when he scored a hat trick in the Maple 
Leafs’ 4-0 preseason win over the Ottawa Senators on Wednesday. It 
was teammate Kurtis Gabriel who interrupted Bunting’s intermission 
interview with the compliment, and while Bunting admits Gabriel “scared 
me a bit” jumping in with the comment, it was the type of praise Bunting 
appreciates.  

“I think that's the way I get into a game is getting the other team after me 
or to get in their head,” Bunting said after practice on Thursday. "I feel 
like that's when I'm playing my best. When they're chasing after me and 
not worried about the game that helps us out so I don't mind playing that 
role.” 

Neither does coach Sheldon Keefe.  

“One thing I know about Michael Bunting is he usually leaves the game 
as one of the most hated players on the ice,” Keefe said. “I've come to 
expect that from him in terms of reactions that he gets from other teams. 
But I think that's a positive thing; he's not out there to make friends, he's 
out there to score goals and help this team win and he make some 
apologies about how he goes about it. I like that about him.” 

Keefe has more experience watching Bunting than most, and is familiar 
with the unconventional path he took to the NHL.  

Growing up in Scarborough, Ontario, Bunting didn’t get recruited to any 
of the Greater Toronto Area’s elite squads and cut his teeth playing high 
school hockey. He finally earned one season with the AAA Don Mills 
Flyers’ U-18 team in 2012, and then was drafted 160th overall by the 
Sault Ste Marie Greyhounds in the 2013 Ontario Hockey League’s 
Priority Selection.  

It was in the Soo that Bunting met then-general manager Kyle Dubas 
(now GM of the Leafs) and Keefe, who was the Greyhounds’ head 
coach. Bunting parlayed a strong rookie season in the OHL (42 points in 
48 games) into being selected by the Arizona Coyotes in the fourth-
round, 117th overall, in the 2014 NHL Entry Draft.  

And then Bunting's real work began.   

The now 26-year-old would bounce around the American Hockey League 
for the next four years, not making his NHL debut until December 2018. 
He appeared in five games for the Coyotes and was sent back to the 
AHL, where he remained under another recall in March 2021. 

Back in the NHL, Bunting never left. He tallied 10 goals in 21 games for 
Arizona to finish the season and became a coveted unrestricted free 
agent in July. Weighing multiple offers from interested parties, Bunting 
ultimately decided to sign a two-year, $1.9 million deal with the club he 
cheered for as a kid – and gave Toronto a hometown discount to boot.  

“I was a late bloomer,” Bunting said. “The road I took to get here isn't the 
normal one that everybody takes so I take pride in that and I [embrace] it 
every day that you can't take this thing for granted, it can go just as fast 
as it can come. You appreciate it a little bit more [because] it did take a 
little bit for me to get here, it has been a grind.” 

Wayne Simmonds, who also grew up in Scarborough a few years ahead 
of Bunting, can appreciate his path to success more than most.  

"Scarborough sticks together," Simmonds said. "We had a lot of time to 
chat [since meeting in training camp] and [compare] our life's paths. Like 
how we grew up playing and both of us played double A. He didn't get to 
junior until he was 18 and I didn't play junior until I was 18 as well. So 
what we went through as young kids playing hockey was the same and 
we have a pretty strong bond because of that." 

Just like Simmonds before him, Bunting is ready to make his mark on the 
NHL. Keefe slotted him onto a line with John Tavares and William 
Nylander to start training camp last week, and Bunting has tallied four 
goals in two preseason games thus far. And he hasn’t used exhibition as 
an excuse to go easy on the opposition, hence Gabriel’s approval of his 
pestering.  

“He certainly is a guy that makes no friends on the ice, and that's part of 
what makes him who he is,” Keefe said. “Just in terms of the hunger and 
the competitiveness he has around the net, [it’s] because he's always 
looking to get an edge on you. I'm really happy that he's gotten the 
results that he's gotten here in the first two games. It allows his 
confidence to grow, allows him to settle in here with us.” 

When Zach Hyman left the Leafs for Edmonton in free agency last July, 
there was plenty of concern about who would take his place as a top-six 
left winger in Toronto. Bunting isn’t the same player as Hyman, but his 
skill set is something the Leafs are lacking. And Bunting has used all 
resources available to him in trying to perfect it. 

Back in Arizona, Bunting picked the brain of former head coach Rick 
Tocchet on how to toe the line between skill player and general 
annoyance. Tocchet played more than 1,100 NHL games and scored 
952 points doing just that. In stature, Tocchet was larger in stature (6-
foot, 214 pounds) than Bunting (5-foot-11, 196 pounds), but he was 
happy to share tricks of the trade with a fellow Scarborough offspring.  

"I think he was a little tougher than me,” Bunting said of Tocchet. “But 
he’s not afraid to mix it up, and we would talk about that and he would 
give me advice about how [to] play on the edge and be able to put it in 
the net as well because he was able to put up numbers.” 

So far, Bunting has been able to do exactly that in the NHL. Granted it’s 
still early in the Leafs’ exhibition schedule, and critics are quick to point 
out Bunting’s sample size last season was too small to really judge him 
on. But Bunting is used to being doubted – it’s helped create the player 
he is. And that’s everything the Leafs are looking for.  

“I know the history of Bunts...he's just got a chip on his shoulder, in terms 
of how he's how he's come up through the hockey ranks,” Keefe said. 
“He plays with a lot to prove every night and he's out there to try to make 
the best of every opportunity he can and I like those qualities about him. 
That’s what I think makes you believe a player like him always has a 
chance, and here he is in the NHL. Those are the kind of guys you don't 
want to bet against.” 
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TSN.CA / Aldrich’s day with Cup the ‘most positive’ job reference 
Blackhawks could give, lawyer says 

Brad Aldrich’s day with the Stanley Cup was tantamount to a letter of 
reference that helped him get other jobs in hockey, says a lawyer for a 
former high school hockey player who is suing the club. Rick Westhead 
has more. 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

In the summer of 2010, the Chicago Blackhawks’ then-video coach Brad 
Aldrich returned to his home in Houghton, Mich., with the Stanley Cup, 
his name newly engraved on hockey’s most famous trophy alongside 
those of other players, coaches and team staff. 

Aldrich’s day with the Cup was tantamount to a letter of reference that 
helped him get other jobs in hockey, says a lawyer for a former high 
school hockey player who is suing the club. 

The Blackhawks on Sept. 13 filed motions asking a judge in Cook 
County, Ill., to dismiss a pair of negligence lawsuits filed against the 
team. The lawsuits relate to Aldrich, a former video coach who allegedly 
sexually assaulted a Blackhawks player in 2010 and who was convicted 
in 2013 of sexually abusing a then-16-year-old high school hockey player 
in Houghton. 

The NHL team alleged in its Sept. 13 motion that there was no evidence 
to support an allegation that it provided Aldrich with a recommendation 
letter for his coaching position in Houghton. The Blackhawks have told 
Susan Loggans, a lawyer for the former high school player, that they will 
file a motion for sanctions against her unless she withdraws the claim. 

Aldrich left the Blackhawks sometime during the summer of 2010. He 
worked in the hockey department at Miami University in 2012, where he 
assaulted two men, according to a recent independent investigation 
commissioned by the school. According to a report on the investigation’s 
findings, Aldrich did not provide any reference as part of his resume 
when he was hired at Miami. “[Miami hockey] coach Enrico Blasi recalled 
that both he and his staff had talked to the coaching staff at Notre Dame 
and received favourable information,” the report said. 

After leaving Miami, Aldrich joined a high school hockey team in 
Houghton as a volunteer assistant coach. In Houghton, he sexually 
abused a teenaged hockey player and was sentenced to nine months in 
jail and 60 months of probation. 

In court documents filed Thursday, Loggans alleges that the Blackhawks 
offered a “non-verbal” recommendation of Aldrich by allowing him to have 
a day with the Stanley Cup even after two players had told management 
they had been sexually assaulted by Aldrich and requested the NHL 
team report him to Chicago police. 

“Most definitely there was communication between the Blackhawks and 
Houghton,” Loggans wrote in a 41-page court filing. “At the very least, 
there was non-verbal communication. The Blackhawks gave Mr. Aldrich 
the actual Stanley Cup to take to Houghton to show it off. The Cup was 
inscribed with Mr. Aldrich’s name. Standing alone, this communication 
vouches for Mr. Aldrich’s suitability as a coach… In other words, the 
Blackhawks ‘sent’ Mr. Aldrich to Houghton with the most positive 
reference available – the Stanley Cup, engraved with his name. They did 
this at a time when they knew of Aldrich’s sexual exploitation of its 
players.” 

In the first version of the former high school hockey player’s lawsuit 
against the Blackhawks filed May 24, the team was accused of providing 
positive references to Aldrich’s future employers. An amended version 

filed July 21 reframed the argument, saying the Blackhawks offered a 
“positive review and/or employment verification of Aldrich to Houghton.” 

The Blackhawks are defending two negligence lawsuits – one by one of 
the two former Blackhawks players who alleged they were assaulted by 
Aldrich, and a second by the former Michigan high school player. Neither 
case has advanced to discovery, a stage in the legal process when 
relevant documents and communications must be turned over by the 
Blackhawks. 

The Blackhawks have also alleged they had no duty to inform Aldrich’s 
subsequent employers about the allegations against him. 

The NHL team is also trying to dismiss the lawsuit filed by the former 
Blackhawks player identified anonymously as ‘John Doe 1.’ While the 
club claims the statute of limitations expired before the lawsuit was filed 
in May, Loggans also rejected that argument. 

She wrote the player repressed his memory of being assaulted by Aldrich 
until he learned of his 2013 criminal conviction in July 2019. That’s when 
the two-year statute of limitations should begin, Loggans wrote. 

“Illinois law is settled that the statute of limitations does not begin to run 
until the plaintiff knows or reasonably should know that he has been 
injured and that his injury was wrongfully caused,” Loggans wrote. “In this 
case, plaintiff reported the assault, and the team psychologist [James 
Gary] minimized the assault and blamed plaintiff for it. The assaulter, Mr. 
Aldrich, threatened to ruin plaintiff’s hockey career if he did not keep 
quiet about the assault. Plaintiff spent the next nine years ignoring and 
suppressing memories of the assault until he learned that Mr. Aldrich was 
convicted of molesting a 16-year-old boy. It was only at this time that 
plaintiff reflected on his own victimization and how it had affected his life.” 

Loggans wrote that the Blackhawks did not doubt their former player’s 
allegations of abuse when he reported it. 

“The Blackhawks’ goal [was] to win the Stanley Cup and keep its image 
clean,” Loggans wrote. “Despite the fact that [they] believed Doe’s 
claims, and were told to report Aldrich’s conduct to the police, the 
Blackhawks blamed Doe for the abuse and made him believe he had 
caused the problem. This is not a case where an employer simply failed 
to investigate after being told of an employee’s wrongdoing. The 
Blackhawks here took concerted action to intimidate and confuse Doe. 
He was threatened with never playing hockey in the NHL if he made his 
allegations public.” 

The Blackhawks have hired the Chicago law firm Jenner & Block to 
scrutinize the abuse allegations. The firm’s investigation is expected to 
conclude this fall. 
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TSN.CA / Hyman must help Oilers bolster defensive performance 

New winger might make Connor McDavid even more dangerous 
offensively, but his real value will be determined at the other end of the 
ice, Travis Yost writes. 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

If the Oilers have found the perfect complementary winger for Connor 
McDavid in Zach Hyman, what might the scoring ceiling be for 
Edmonton’s superstar centre? 

That was the question on my mind after Edmonton’s pre-season 
drubbing of the Seattle Kraken and this wondrous goal in particular – a 
Hyman tap-in after some electric playmaking from McDavid and Jesse 
Puljujarvi. 
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No one is going to conclude anything from pre-season, but the Oilers 
invested heavily in Hyman this off-season because they think his tool box 
makes the Oilers’ top line even more dangerous, which is hard to fathom. 

General manager Ken Holland could have targeted any number of 
wingers through trade or free agency this off-season, and many of those 
would have offered more in the offensive firepower department. Hyman 
has never scored more than 21 goals or tallied more than 41 points in a 
single season, and though we expect that number to move north playing 
with McDavid, it’s unclear where the ceiling might be. 

But Hyman was brought in for more than just scoring. He’s a 
forechecking dynamo and an excellent defensive winger, the latter of 
which should be quite useful for a player like McDavid. The Oilers have 
struggled mightily to turn all of McDavid’s scoring into something 
meaningful in the standings, largely because the team gives up too many 
goals with him on the ice. 

If we look at the spread of player individual scoring versus their realized 
net goal differential, we see a very predictable linear trend – the more 
you score, the more you drive goal differentials, the more your team wins 
games. But that success can vary contingent on many factors, defensive 
performance being just one of them. 

Here’s the relationship between rate individual scoring and rate net goals 
over the past three seasons. Pay careful attention to where McDavid is 
relative to his peers: 

Despite McDavid being 56 points more productive than Hyman in the 
offensive end, Hyman’s net goal differential was substantially better. 
Hyman’s situation was favourable – he was the second (and in some 
cases third) best player on his own line, Toronto was a better and deeper 
team than Edmonton over this stretch, and the Maple Leafs goaltenders 
were materially better (91.8 per cent stop rate versus 91.2 per cent, 
respectively). 

This isn’t to compare Hyman to McDavid. But it does show two things. 
One, how players with very complementary skill sets – say the likes of 
Hyman and Auston Matthews – can combine to create a sum of output 

greater than the individual parts. Two, that the Oilers have not been able 
to translate all this freakish McDavid firepower into wins. 

McDavid is easily the best player on the planet, but there are several 
other players who have scored at high-end rates over this same interval. 
Consider these players – across different teams and different 
environments – and the way in which the goals fell with them on the ice 
versus McDavid: 

A player with 69 goals and 181 even-strength points over the past three 
seasons should have been enough to put Edmonton at or near the top of 
the Pacific Division. But that’s not the case. 

Chalk it up to defensive performance or the goaltending behind him, 
McDavid’s line – despite being the deadliest attacking unit in the league – 
does not drive the results you would expect. We know this because most 
other high-end scorers, irrespective of whether they played on a great 
team or a poor team, drove considerably better goal differentials. In fact, 
the average goal differential for this group is 58 per cent better than 
McDavid’s number (+0.32.). It’s almost impossible to believe! 

That’s why the Hyman gambit by the Oilers’ front office is so fascinating, 
and it’s why this line is must-watch television this season. The game-
breaking, electric offensive players will be there all year long; what I’m 
just as curious to see is if the Oilers can cut down on heinous defensive 
numbers. Only three players (Chris Tierney, Pavel Zacha, and Patrik 
Laine) have seen more goals against than McDavid and his line over the 
past three seasons. 

It simply must change. If it does, there’s no reason Edmonton can’t 
contend for the top spot in the Pacific. If it doesn’t, the Oilers will be in 
familiar territory, fighting through the middle of the pack in the Western 
Conference. 

It puts a lot of pressure for Hyman (and by extension, McDavid) to trim 
that ugly 3.3 goals per 60 minutes number down. But that’s why they 
make the big bucks! 
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