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The Hurricanes have reduced their training camp roster to 40 players. Here’s who was cut  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes made a training camp roster 
reduction Saturday, assigning seven players to the Chicago 
Wolves, their American Hockey League affiliate. 

Assigned to the Wolves were forwards Dominik Bokk, David 
Cotton, Stelio Mattheos and Blake Murray; defenseman 
Jesper Sellgren, and goaltenders Eetu Makiniemi and Beck 
Warm. 

Sellgren and Cotton played Friday in the Canes’ second 
preseason game against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
Makiniemi was the backup goalie to Antti Raanta. 

The Canes, who did not practice Saturday, trimmed the 
roster to 40 players. Also placed on NHL waivers Saturday 
were forwards Spencer Smallman, Andrew Poturalski, Sam 
Miletic, Maxim Letunov and defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald. If 
unclaimed, they will be assigned to Chicago.  

After a team scrimmage Sunday at PNC Arena, they will hold 
single team practices leading up to the Oct. 14 regular-
season opener against the New York Rangers. 

The Canes have two remaining preseason games, both 
against the Nashville Predators. The Canes host the Preds 
on Tuesday at PNC Arena in a 7 p.m. game.

 

 

 

Notebook: Positives Aplenty as Canes Preseason Pushes On 

A look at at a few Canes who are making waves after a pair 
of preseason games 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - Regular season hockey is about wins and 
losses. Preseason hockey is not. 

It's important to remember that, especially after a night like 
Friday in Tampa. On paper, it's a loss in which the Canes 
gave up eight goals, despite having a dominant start, holding 
a two-goal lead and letting two third period advantages slip.  

The beauty of it is, the end result is not what matters. It's 
"how" those situations happened. What can the team do to 
avoid them moving forward? Who can do what differently to 
change what took place? 

Let's take a look at Seth Jarvis, for example. 

The much anticipated preseason debut for the #13 overall 
selection in last year's draft finally came to life last night and 
there were many good signs visible off the bat. He led all 36 
of the game's skaters in shots (6), logged the second most 
ice time among all Canes forwards (17:13) and received 
some positive remarks from his head coach after the bout, 
raving about his willingness to go to the net with the puck. 

Combine that with him leading the American Hockey League 
in scoring before having to head back to juniors in March, it's 
easy to have a burning desire to see him in the big lineup 
come October 14. It's not quite that simple though. 

"There's a learning curve on defense. He kind of got caught 
puck watching, which, it seems like every junior kid who 
comes to the league in their first year, this is what they do," 
Rod Brind'Amour said successively after the same praise of 
his offense. "He's got some work to do there for sure." 

Conversations will be had between now and Tuesday before 
the Canes take the ice in game action again and presumably 
Jarvis will be able to make some corrections. No matter 
where he winds up playing this season, he's getting first-
hand knowledge in exactly what is needed to play a 
complete game at the NHL level. And that's wonderful thing, 
because that young man is likely going to be a huge part of 
this team's future for years to come. 

Show Me What You've Got 
Of the 12 forwards that dressed Friday night in Tampa for the 
Canes, exactly half are drafted players considered to be 
legitimate prospects for the club. In addition to them, it's 
anticipated Jordan Martinook and Derek Stepan will be be 
every night players for the team this season. 

The remaining four were players who are competing to see 
where they stand in the organization, whether it be for a spot 
on the big club's opening night roster, or determining how 
they stand in the recall pecking order. The exact group of 
guys most coaching staffs will look at and say, "let's see 
what you've got". 

Someone who really stepped up in that spot last night was 
C.J. Smith, who finished with three points on the team's five 
goals and a +2 despite the three-goal defeat. (I know, I 
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know, using plus/minutes AND in the preseason?) 
Noticeable at both ends of the ice, Smith's first outing of the 
tune-up slate appeared to be a good one, officially labeling 
him as someone to monitor heading into next week. 

"I like Rod's system," Smith shared after the contest. 
"Obviously it's my first year in the organization, so it was nice 
to get in a game and keep it simple. It's just a lot of hard 
work and simple hockey." 

The first four seasons of Smith's pro career all came within 
the Buffalo Sabres family tree and he did see NHL time in 
parts of three years. We all know what a change in scenery 
and working in front of a fresh set of eyes can sometimes do 
though. 

Bear Sighting 
There's a lot of buzz surrounding Ethan Bear, and rightfully 
so. It's not often you can add a 24-year-old, right-handed 
defenseman with a lot of promise. 

The off-season acquisition skated alongside fellow 
newcomer Brendan Smith last night, making his first 
appearance in a Canes sweater. Operating as the top pair, 
Smith was impressed by the experience of playing with 
Carolina's new #25. 

"It was exciting for me," Smith began. "He can move fast, 
he's got good skill, he contributed on our power play, he can 
move the puck well and he likes to defend pretty hard." 

Bear also anchored the team's penalty kill, playing a team-
high 3:16 when down a man. 

"I enjoyed our combo, I thought we did a good job. We were 
matched up against the big boys a lot and I liked our 
partnership, for sure." 

What's Next? 
The team will have an intersquad scrimmage tomorrow as a 
part of the organization's STM Showcase. Monday is set to 
be a standard practice day and then Nashville comes to town 
for the second of two home preseason games Tuesday.

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254709607.html 
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The Hurricanes have reduced their training camp roster to 40 players. 
Here’s who was cut 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED OCTOBER 02, 2021 2:48 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes made a training camp roster reduction 
Saturday, assigning seven players to the Chicago Wolves, their 
American Hockey League affiliate. 

 

 

Assigned to the Wolves were forwards Dominik Bokk, David Cotton, 
Stelio Mattheos and Blake Murray; defenseman Jesper Sellgren, and 
goaltenders Eetu Makiniemi and Beck Warm. 

Sellgren and Cotton played Friday in the Canes’ second preseason game 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. Makiniemi was the backup goalie to 
Antti Raanta. 

The Canes, who did not practice Saturday, trimmed the roster to 40 
players. Also placed on NHL waivers Saturday were forwards Spencer 
Smallman, Andrew Poturalski, Sam Miletic, Maxim Letunov and 
defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald. If unclaimed, they will be assigned to 
Chicago. 

After a team scrimmage Sunday at PNC Arena, they will hold single team 
practices leading up to the Oct. 14 regular-season opener against the 
New York Rangers. 

The Canes have two remaining preseason games, both against the 
Nashville Predators. The Canes host the Preds on Tuesday at PNC 
Arena in a 7 p.m. game. 
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Carolina Hurricanes 2021-22 season preview: Playoff chances, projected 
points, roster rankings 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn 

Oct 2, 2021 

 

The Hurricanes took a massive step last season, finishing third in the 
entire league and winning a tough Central division over the defending 
Stanley Cup champions. 

Sure, the Lightning were missing their best player and made it count 
come playoff time with a five-game series win, but it was still an 
impressive jump towards contender status for the Hurricanes. They 
proved they belonged in the league’s upper echelon on the backs of elite 
special teams and their characteristically strong possession game at 
even strength. 

The second round loss was a bitter end to an otherwise successful 
season, but the aftermath was probably harder to swallow. Change was 
likely coming given some of the contract situations the team was facing, 
but that didn’t make the team’s offseason any less puzzling. 

It would’ve been difficult for the Hurricanes to repeat last season’s 
success regardless of what the front office did this summer, but it looks 
even harder now. 

The Projection 

Since breaking out in the second half of the 2018-19 season, Carolina 
has looked like one of the league’s top teams. The Hurricanes have 
routinely been projected to be a near playoff lock and one of the teams to 
beat for the Stanley Cup. Last season they made due on that with a 
season where they paced for 117 points, but the model is forecasting a 
fierce market correction for 2021-22. Just 95-to-96 points, 13th best in 
the league, and not nearly a playoff lock at 62 percent. In a tough 
division, the Hurricanes will have to earn their place again. 

That may be too harsh for a division winner from last season, but the 
model is highly skeptical of the changes made during the offseason. The 
difference equates to roughly five wins, essentially suggesting that the 
Hurricanes went from a true talent 105-point team to one closer to 95 
points. Contender to pretender. 

That’s assuming the model is infallible gospel (it absolutely is not!) and 
that a team that usually makes very savvy moves actively got worse on 
purpose. The Hurricanes are a well-run organization and while the 
summer moves seemed suspect from the outside, the franchise deserves 
the benefit of the doubt. Some of the losses were unavoidable and the 
Hurricanes did the best they could to salvage that. The value of some of 
those changes comes down to a difference in opinion, where we’ll need 
to see the season play out to determine who’s less wrong.  

The Hurricanes are a smart team with access to much better data than I 
do and likely believe the difference in true talent compared to last 
season’s team is not nearly as drastic as this model makes it out to be. 
An internal model from another organization seems to echo that 
sentiment. 

I don’t have access to fancy, shiny data like NHL teams do — so you’re 
stuck with this imperfect model, one that’s pretty good at what it does, but 
may be missing key information when it comes to Carolina’s offseason 
overhaul. The biggest differences likely start in the crease, the most 
notoriously difficult position to predict. 

The Roster 

For clarity, each player’s projected win value shown is over a full 82-
game pace to better visualize each player’s expected true talent level. 

The team’s simulated record accounts for injuries and expected time 
missed using a games played projection. 

Last season Carolina’s goalies collectively saved 20.6 goals above 
expected (about 29 goals above the average tandem as expected goals 
don’t currently equal actual goals due to the recent rise in scoring). That’s 
the second-highest mark in the entire league backed by a .920 save 
percentage. Alex Nedeljkovic saved 13.5 in just 23 games, Petr Mrazek 
saved 10.4 in only 12 games and James Reimer brought everyone down 
a smidge allowing 3.3 over 22 games. It was an incredibly strong trifecta 
from a trio that not many would’ve expected to deliver such results. 
Nedeljkovic cleared waivers before the season started, Mrazek has only 
ever looked average, and Reimer wasn’t much either. The big key was 
that even if the Hurricanes brought back the same triad of netminders it 
was unlikely that they would repeat last year’s performance. It was 
largely unsustainable. 

It then becomes a question of “who would you rather have?” Is it the new 
tandem of Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta or the old tandem of 
Mrazek and Nedeljkovic? Considering the cost was comparable, it’s likely 
Carolina made a choice here, one that the model is deeply skeptical of. 
Of the five wins the model believes the Hurricanes lost this summer, 3.2 
are in net, a seemingly massive downgrade. The model expects the new 
tandem to allow 1.4 more goals than expected, with the old tandem 
saving 20.2 (my model re-centers expected goals so that they equal 
actual goals, so in relative terms to last season, it’s minus-10 vs. plus-
12). That’s a big difference. 

Most teams opt for the devil they know rather than the devil they don’t, so 
it’s obviously very interesting that Carolina would save $300,000 per 
season to get that much worse. Essentially, someone is wrong (and it’s 
probably me). Either way, it’ll be a very exciting thing to look back on by 
season’s end and a helluva gamble by the Hurricanes. 

For goaltending, I’ve found that “what have you done for me lately?” is 
the best estimate of what they’ll do tomorrow. Projecting goalie value is 
always a fool’s errand so there’s a wide range of error regardless, but I 
generally only look at the last two seasons, with a heavy emphasis on the 
most recent one. That helps explain why Mrazek is so highly regarded 
and Andersen isn’t, especially when primarily using goals saved above 
expected.  

Over the last two years Mrazek has saved 13 goals above expected off a 
.909 save percentage while Andersen has allowed 21 off a .905 save 
percentage. There’s a possibility that internal metrics can better account 
for team defence which may work in favour of Mrazek and against 
Andersen, but even by traditional measures Mrazek comes out on top. 
The longer you look back the closer the two goalies get. Carolina is 
obviously hoping for a bounce-back season for Andersen, closer to what 
he used to be a couple of seasons ago, while my model thinks Braden 
Holtby’s recent trajectory is a decent precedent for what to expect from 
Andersen. That he hasn’t been very good of late is a bad sign and it’s 
why he projects to replacement level next season. Over the last two 
seasons he’s allowed the 10th most goals above expected. Mrazek is an 
injury risk, but he’s still shown much more of late. 

While Andersen doesn’t grade out well, the model is a fair bit higher on 
Raanta who ranks 19th in goals saved above expected over the past two 
seasons with 4.2 off a .917 save percentage. He hasn’t played much due 
to injury and has just 45 games under his belt, but when healthy he’s 
shown some strong flashes. It wouldn’t be a surprise to see him usurp 
the starting job from Andersen this season. 

Letting Mrazek go wasn’t too wild, and neither was betting on Andersen 
or Raanta given their career numbers. Trading away Nedeljkovic to get 
there on the other hand still seems very strange after it finally looked like 
he broke out last season. That was over just 27 games though which is 
all this model uses. It ignores his weaker AHL numbers prior to his NHL 
breakout which means there’s a bit more reason to potentially be 
skeptical about what he is right now. The model regresses his numbers 
heavily, but it’s likely not enough as it anoints him as a starting goalie 
despite such a small sample. He was amazing in that time, sure, but 
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that’s not enough to have full confidence in his ability to maintain that 
going forward. Over the last two seasons he and Mrazek are both top five 
in goals saved above expected and that’s likely led to both being heavily 
overrated by my model.  

I’d be skeptical of either delivering such strong results next season, but 
I’m not so sure I’d rather have Andersen or Raanta instead. While it’s 
possible they’re safer options given their lengthier histories, I’d personally 
prefer the tandem that’s shown more recently. Still, the difference likely 
isn’t as drastic as this model makes it out to be. 

The difference on defence with and without Dougie Hamilton will also be 
of huge interest and those that have followed this model for a while know 
of its deep affinity for Hamilton. That was apparent in the Devils preview 
and his absence is greatly felt here. It’s the reason an otherwise deep 
blue line only grades out as the 13th best without him, and it’s because 
by GSVA the team is currently lacking an elite defenceman. Jaccob 
Slavin would probably like a word about that. 

Widely regarded as one of the league’s most underrated defencemen, 
Slavin also fits that billing here per this model as his 1.6-win projection 
only ranks 32nd among defencemen. That’s probably too low for his 
ability to do whatever is asked of him, a well-balanced rear-guard. He 
moves the puck well, he can pass well, and he’s of course one of the 
most highly regarded defensive defencemen. Last season he had a 55 
percent expected goals rate, a mark he hits like clockwork nearly every 
season. 

He’s good and there’s many who believe he was Carolina’s actual best 
defenceman over the last few seasons. This model doesn’t and that 
actually does have an effect on his projected value, downgrading him 
slightly for playing with a partner as strong as Hamilton. I’m sure there 
are many who feel like that distinction should go the other way around 
who are wondering what Hamilton will look like without Slavin. 
Personally, I’m wondering how Slavin will look without his more dynamic 
partner driving so much offence for the team’s top unit. 

The thing is, we’ve already seen what Slavin looks like without Hamilton 
by his side. It happened in 2019-20 when Hamilton missed some time 
due to injury and Slavin’s numbers immediately dropped to a middling 
rate. Over the last two seasons Slavin has spent 738 minutes away from 
Hamilton, most of which happened during that stretch. In that time his 
expected goals percentage was just 50.3 percent with a 54.4 percent 
actual goals rate. With Hamilton those numbers are 57.4 and 61.6 
percent respectively. As for Hamilton, he’s at 59.9 and 68.3 percent over 
250 minutes — barely impacted at all. 

There’s a lot of context missing from that, namely that Slavin had to play 
with Joel Edmundson or Trevor van Riemsdyk, but even in his time with 
Brett Pesce, a strong defenseman in his own right, Slavin’s numbers 
aren’t quite the same. I’d be worried about life without Hamilton. 

The team could choose to load up the top pair with what would likely be 
an elite shutdown duo, but for now Pesce is playing his own pair with 
Brady Skjei who the model continues to dislike. It views Pesce as the 
primary driver of that pair and there’s potential for him to fill some of the 
void left by Hamilton in terms of five-on-five impact. His 57 percent 
expected goals rate was nearly identical to Hamilton’s last season and at 
five-on-five his scoring efficiency was a shade higher as well. His career 
has been up-and-down like a yo-yo, but he looked like a rock on the 
back-end last season. The blue line revolves around him and Slavin and 
both will have to continue being solid rearguards. 

That, and the newcomers will have to do their best to fill the void left in 
Hamilton’s wake. On the power play that role belongs to the controversial 
Tony DeAngelo who likely knows this is his last chance. He grades out 
quite well by GSVA as a power-play specialist and has proven in the past 
he can be a very effective puck-mover in a sheltered role. He only played 
six games last season due to poor off-ice conduct, but what he showed 
prior suggests he can be a capable power-play quaterback. He’s not on 
Hamilton’s level, obviously, which likely means Carolina’s power play will 
suffer, but he should be good for about 50 points next season. 

It’s Ethan Bear who likely gets the first crack next to Slavin on the top 
pair and that will be a much bigger test in terms of helping to fill 
Hamilton’s shoes. He’s a five-on-five beast, driving play extremely well in 
tough minutes and that’ll be tough for any player to replicate let alone 
Bear. He’s a nifty player, but I’m not sure how much he can deliver in a 
bigger role. His 54 percent expected goals rate was among the best on 
Edmonton last season, but it came in a sheltered third-pairing role. That 
was a demotion after being just average the year prior playing primarily 
with Darnell Nurse where the duo was out-chanced and outscored. 
Slavin is an upgrade over Nurse, but that discounts that Bear got to play 
a lot of minutes with Connor McDavid. I have my doubts he can take on 
the responsibility of a top-pairing role, though he’s probably a better fit 
than DeAngelo. 

The Hurricanes overhauled their defense and goaltending, but the 
changes up front were a bit more subtle. It’s still the same core cast, a 
couple of additions to the fourth line and then one major change to the 
top nine. That would be former No. 3 pick Jesperi Kotkaniemi who the 
Hurricanes stole in what appeared to be a vengeful offer sheet. 

Kotkaniemi projects to be a third-line caliber player after an uneven start 
to his career, but the potential to be more is obviously sizeable. The 
Finnish forward is only 21-years-old and we haven’t quite seen the best 
he can give quite yet. He has some high end comps like Aleksander 
Barkov, Mika Zibanejad and Ryan O’Reilly that suggest his ceiling 
remains quite high despite not showing much yet. His most intriguing 
asset so far is his defensive ability as he’s been a strong chance 
suppressor in two of his three seasons, but his offence has been a little 
slow to come by. Kotkaniemi scored at just a third-line rate last season 
and to reach the next level he’ll need to start producing more 
consistently.  

In his defence, he was rarely put in a role to do so in Montreal and that 
should change with Carolina. Coach Rod Brind’Amour likes to mix things 
up with the lines, but it seems the early goal in training camp was finding 
balance throughout the lineup. I would’ve figured we might see an all-
Finnish top line, but early looks have Kotkaniemi on the left of Vincent 
Trocheck with Teuvo Teravainen playing the right side. Both players are 
expected to score between 60-to-65 points and should be very effective 
at five-on-five. Trocheck has found his scoring touch, putting up 2.02 
points-per-60 in his first season as a Cane, while Teravainen has 
consistently put up 2.2 points-per-60 in each of the last four seasons. 
Both have decent histories as play drivers with Trocheck’s 56 percent 
expected goals rate last season being among the team’s best. 

Both players project to deliver around two wins of value, but there’s 
potential for more with both players. Trocheck really found his stride with 
the Hurricanes and was worth 2.8 wins last season, the only issue is his 
priors aren’t as strong. That drags him back with the model reserving 
caution in case last season was a flash in the pan. As for Teravainen, 
he’s a player the model used to love much more as a high-end first-line 
talent — but last year’s injury-riddled campaign was a step down. His 
value also drops due because he wasn’t on the top power play last 
season and he also had the team’s highest expected goals against rate 
allowing 2.78 per 60. He’s generally put up strong defensive numbers in 
the past, so that was odd to see and a bounce-back there would help. It’s 
also worth mentioning that he’s surprisingly passive in the transition 
game, only entering the zone with control 28 percent of the time last 
season. That’s down from 38 percent in 2019-20 and 52 percent the year 
prior. 

In the name of balance, we also saw Andrei Svechnikov down on the 
third line during the start of camp and that’s a little disappointing to see. 
It’s not unusual to see Svechnikov next to Jordan Staal as he spent a 
third of his minutes there last season, but it feels like a move that limits 
Svechnikov’s offensive ceiling. His on-ice expected goal rate went down 
when playing with Staal last season and the actual goal rate went down 
even further — something that isn’t uncommon with Staal throughout the 
years. 

Staal isn’t a strong finisher and that limits Svechnikov’s potential 
production because of his underrated passing ability. Last season he led 
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all Hurricanes in high danger passing rate and that made a huge 
difference depending on his center. With Staal, Svechnikov earned 0.76 
assists per-60. With Sebastian Aho that shot up to 1.66 per 60.  

The thing Svechnikov still needs to figure out is his own finishing ability. 
He is exceptional at creating chances for himself, earning one expected 
goal-per-60 or more every season, but actually finishing those has been 
a different story. Last season was his worst yet as he scored just 0.56 
goals off 1.02 expected goals, his worst yet. Once he figures that out, he 
has superstar potential. He’s already very close. 

That might be what helps turn Carolina into a more consistent league 
super-power, but it’s prudent not to anoint him just yet. It would give the 
Hurricanes one of the league’s better duos as they already have Aho at 
the top of the lineup, a franchise center. Aho does it all for this team, 
scoring, playmaking, puck-moving, defense, special teams — and he’s 
good at all of it. Relative to teammates, last season was Aho’s most 
impressive at five-on-five in terms of driving expected goals and he’s 
shown a knack for being even better at driving actual goals, something 
the Hurricanes are always in need of. He’s becoming a more complete 
player with each passing season and should be a point-per-game threat 
for Carolina. A 90-point season or higher isn’t out of the question either, 
especially if Svechnikov is a regular on his left side and has the breakout 
campaign we’re all expecting. 

For now, it’s Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas flanking Aho, a vote of 
confidence for the star center that he’s strong enough to not need the 
team’s best wingers by his side to dominate. It’s also a vote of 
confidence for Necas and that previous sentence may be a disservice to 
his ability. He’s one of the league’s fastest players and he’s great with the 
puck. It wouldn’t be a shock to see him have his own breakout, especially 
next to Aho. He essentially had one last season scoring at a 63-point 
pace and the model expects more of the same this year, but at his age 
it’s possible there’s an even higher level he can attain. As impressive as 
his scoring was, he was one of the lesser forwards in terms of expected 
goals percentage last season, and maybe it’s for that reason he’s with 
Aho and Niederreiter, two of the team’s best at driving play. Niederreiter 
had a nice bounce-back in production last season, getting back to a 50-
point pace, but more importantly he was back to being a dominant two-
way force at five-on-five. His 58 percent expected goals was second 
among all forwards. 

The forward group is quite deep and grades out top 10 league-wide for a 
reason. There’s potential to see it grow even further with Aho, 
Svechnikov, Kotkaniemi and Necas all having potential to hit another 
level. That would go a long way towards seeing Carolina taking its rightful 
place among the league’s elite. 

There are a lot of questions left to be answered by the new look 
goaltending tandem and the defence looks weaker without Hamilton, but 
the bones of this team remain strong. Carolina has built a very strong 
core that showed what it was capable of last season. There’s likely a step 
back in store this season, but that doesn’t mean the team is off course 
towards its ultimate goal. The Hurricanes will be a team to watch this 
season as there’s plenty of potential for them to prove their worth once 
again – there just also happens to be plenty of risk too after an offseason 
of change. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks notebook: Coach Travis Green not impressed 
with team in Calgary 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 2, 2021, 1:42 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- With 11 days until the Vancouver Canucks’ season 
opener, have you got your game face on? Travis Green does. 

After 24 hours, plus about four months, of contract coverage on the 
imminent return of Quinn Hughes and Elias Pettersson, it was easy to 
overlook the National Hockey League team’s third pre-season game 
Friday night in Calgary. 

But the importance of this scheduling quirk amid the QE-mania was 
evident in the Canuck coach’s comments after his team was beaten 4-1 
by a superior Flames lineup. 

“I don’t think we played very well tonight,” Green said. “I just didn’t think 
we had a very good game. We didn’t have a lot of very good hockey 
players. We deserved to lose tonight. 

“I thought our passing and receiving really wasn’t very sharp at all. I don’t 
think we got places quick enough to support the puck or win enough puck 
battles, and I thought our D had a tough night a little bit tonight, too.” 

But coach, what about the disparity in lineup strength? The Flames 
dressed nearly all their NHL players while the Canucks had about half 
their full team. 

“You have to take that into consideration for sure,” Green said. “That's 
part of the exhibition; you can have nights where one team dresses a 
little bit more of a veteran team. But we're also watching individual play 
and how guys perform under the pressure, how far up (the lineup) they 
can play if they're on the team, and whether or not they can play in the 
league at all. Sometimes you're going to lose and that's fine in an 
exhibition, but I didn't think we played sharp enough tonight.” 

Clearly, the coach wants to get his team focused and ready after a 1-2-0 
start to its seven-game pre-season. 

But Friday was also a reminder that the Canucks have operated since 
training camp began without five players expected to be lineup regulars: 
stars Pettersson and Hughes, injured fourth-line penalty-killers Tyler 
Motte and Brandon Sutter, and top-four defenceman Travis Hamonic, 
who remains home in Manitoba on a personal leave as he tries to decide 
if or how he might play the NHL’s third season with COVID-19 
restrictions. 

And now the team is also without first-line winger Brock Boeser, whom 
Green confirmed will miss about a week with an undisclosed injury. 
Pettersson and Hughes can’t get to Vancouver soon enough. 

HOW SOON? 

As this is written on Saturday, the Canucks hadn’t officially announced 
the re-signings of their best forward and top defenceman, although the 
contracts for Pettersson and Hughes are done: three years at $7.35 
million and six at $7.85 million, respectively. 

The question now shifts to: How ready will they be for the Canucks’ 
season opener on Oct. 13 in Edmonton? 

After travelling from Sweden for a September pitstop in Vancouver for 
visa-related reasons, Pettersson joined his friend and teammate in 
Michigan, where Hughes lives and trains in the off-season. Quinn’s dad, 
Jim, works as a development coach for the players’ agent, Pat Brisson, 
so presumably the Canucks were getting high-level training while missing 
camp. 

They were expected to travel to Vancouver on Saturday. But with the 
Canucks playing a pre-season game against the Winnipeg Jets at 
Rogers Arena on Sunday afternoon, the earliest Pettersson and Hughes 
can fully practise with the NHL group is Monday. 

That isn’t enough time to prepare for Tuesday’s tuneup against the 
Seattle Kraken, which means the young Canucks, if able, will likely play 
only the final two pre-season games on Thursday and Oct. 9. Obviously, 
that’s not ideal prep time for a 22-year-old centre and 21-year-old 
defencemen who are still evolving. 
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“I've said from Day 1 that I think it's vital that they're here,” Green said. 
“And I haven't changed my stance on that. I hope they're here as soon as 
possible.” 

PK PATH TO NHL 

Although they are depth players, Motte and Sutter are especially 
important to the Canucks as penalty killers. With Jay Beagle traded in 
July to Arizona, along with fellow penalty-killer Antoine Roussel, 
identifying forwards who can play short-handed has been one of Green’s 
pre-season missions. 

The PK was one of the few bright spots on Friday, killing off the first five 
Calgary power plays before the Flames scored six-on-five with the 
Canucks net empty in the final minute. 

In the context of special teams, it was revealing that Phillip Di Giuseppe, 
one of several “bubble” veterans signed by the Canucks to challenge for 
NHL spots, partnered with Jason Dickinson on the first-unit PK and 
logged 5:22 of short-handed ice time -- nearly half of the 10:59 
Vancouver was less than full strength. 

Nic Petan (2:50), Sheldon Dries (2:47) and Justin Dowling (2:01) also got 
short-handed auditions. But minor-league winger Jonah Gadjovich, who 
scored for the second time in two pre-season games, did not get a shift 
on the penalty kill. It also seemed significant that defenceman Olli Juolevi 
logged 7:20 of short-handed TOI, while Brad Hunt, the veteran he is 
competing against for a depth spot on the blue line, saw only 57 seconds 
of PK. 

CENTRE NOT WING 

J.T. Miller headlined the Canucks lineup, again playing centre between 
wingers Conor Garland and rookie Vasily Podkolzin. After spending most 
of his first two years with the Canucks as Pettersson’s first-line left 
winger, Miller is expected to at least start this season at centre. 

Petan has been a Pettersson placeholder between wingers Nils 
Hoglander and Boeser. 

“I don't know if this is 100 per cent going to be the case but as of now, 
obviously, it looks like I'm playing there, so it's exciting,” Miller said 
Thursday. “I've always been the throw-in guy, like if a guy went down, (I 
was) the fifth center that would go in a lot. It's nice to kind of have a feel 
for what it looks like. 

“I'm really trying to work at it. The game comes more natural on the other 
side of red line but it's on (the defensive) half. . . I've already been 
watching some clips from last year and just trying to make sure to tidy up 
the defensive zone and just make it more natural for me. I've always felt 
comfortable there, but I want it to feel more natural for me. I just need 
more reps there.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kylington's emergence is Flames' most intriguing camp 
development 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

October 2, 2021, 2:18 PM 

 

The focal point of the Calgary Flames pre-season was always destined to 
revolve around the blue line. 

With two new faces and several young hopefuls jockeying to try filling the 
shoes of departed Mark Giordano by committee, there promised to be 
plenty of interesting pairings throughout camp. 

However, few could have predicted one of the central figures in Darryl 
Sutter’s search for his top defenders would be Oliver Kylington. 

For years, the 24-year-old has been the organization’s forgotten man – 
the classic tweener: dominant in the minor leagues, yet unable to gain 
footing at the highest level. 

Unclaimed on waivers before the start of last season so he could be 
demoted to the Flames AHL affiliate, it appeared the second rounder was 
just a step or two removed from being written out of the organization. 

Enter Darryl Sutter, who is determined to find out this fall what the 
organization has – or doesn’t have – in the slick skating Swede. 

As part of his quest to find the perfect mix to fill seven defensive slots, 
Sutter has thrust Kylington into a pre-season audition he had likely given 
up dreaming of years ago. 

He's now the most intriguing development in camp. 

Quarterbacking the second power-play unit on Friday as the lone 
defenceman, Kylington led all defenders in penalty killing time in the 
Flames’ 4-1 triumph over the Canucks. 

Moving the puck well and creating two good scoring chances with point 
blasts, the evening ended with him taking a bow as the game’s third star. 

This came just 48 hours after being the Flames minute-leader in a 4-3 
shootout loss to Seattle in which he got a chance to put his speed and 
creativity on display throughout overtime. 

“The three-on-three game can fit me well – I like to skate, I like to move 
the puck,” said Kylington. 

“Just trying to do what I’m good at and help our team to win. I’m just 
trying to make the best out of every situation I get.” 

Suiting up for just eight NHL games last season and 48 the year before 
that, Kylington has largely played as a little-used sixth man when he isn’t 
positioned in the press box. 

With his offensive upside also comes a knock as someone prone to 
making significant defensive mistakes – the type Sutter won’t put up with. 

That problem has been alleviated the last two outings by pairing him 
alongside the team’s top defender, Chris Tanev. 

That won’t last, as the veteran is destined to start the season alongside 
either Noah Hanifin or Nikita Zadorov. However, it has allowed Kylington 
to use his instincts up front, with the knowledge he has backup if things 
go sideways. 

“We need mobility back there,” said Sutter when asked about Kylington, 
a lefty whose stock is bolstered by the fact he can play on either side. 

“Guys like that are fighting to be in your top six. By playing games he’s 
getting an opportunity to do that, and if he’s not he’s not. (The fact that he 
played again Friday) means we’re happy with him.” 

Drafted just seven spots behind Andersson in the 2015 draft, the two 
have taken radically different paths since dominating together in Stockton 
just four years ago. 

Andersson started playing top-line minutes last season, while Kylington’s 
development has been stalled by several factors, including the bubble 
and the lack of a preseason last season. 

Juuso Valimaki, the Flames’ first round pick in 2017, quickly surpassed 
Kylington on the organizational depth chart – something Sutter has 
flipped on its ear since taking over midway through last season. It’s 
apparent the young Finn has yet to convince Sutter he’s ready to be 
counted on to play regularly at the speed of today’s NHL. 

The top four is almost certainly etched in stone as Noah Hanifin, Tanev, 
Andersson and Nikita Zadorov, who had a solid, physical outing Friday. 
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Would the coach really consider supplanting Valimaki for Kylington to 
open the season? 

Can Kylington be as effective, free-wheeling and trustworthy without 
Tanev by his side? 

Given his experience, physical presence and contract (he was signed for 
$1.95 million this season) Erik Gudbranson is likely to open the season 
as the third pair mainstay, assuming his right hand is okay after using it 
to pummel Zack MacEwen Friday. 

Will he play alongside Valimaki, Kylington or Connor Mackey, who had a 
huge hit and a beautiful assist Friday to make the battle even tighter? 

Or might the coach be simply trying to seed those three as seventh and 
eighth men behind Michael Stone, who Sutter found comfort in using to 
round out last season? 

The team’s defensive picture is likely to get a little clearer after each of 
the last four remaining preseason games. 

NOTES: 

Great news for Flames fans, as Johnny Gaudreau was flying on Friday, 
scoring once, adding an assist and firing seven shots on goal as the 
game’s obvious first star. He’s clearly a highly motivated man with plenty 
on the line this season as a pending unrestricted free agent. All eyes will 
be on him throughout the season, as he and the club try to decide what 
his future holds. 

Jacob Markstrom made his first start of the season, allowing just one 
goal on 15 shots over two periods, before giving way to top goalie 
prospect Dustin Wolf, who looked comfortable stopping all seven shots 
he faced. The win was the first in four preseason games for the Flames. 

A young Flames squad heads to Kent, Washington Saturday to play 
Seattle. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ryan Poehling needs to elevate his game for Canadiens 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 2, 2021, 11:48 AM 

 

It wasn’t a knock on Ryan Poehling. 

This tweet, sent out after the Ottawa Senators made it 7-2 over 
Poehling’s Montreal Canadiens seconds into the third period of their 
exhibition game at Canadian Tire Centre on Friday, was simply outlining 
his reality. 

It hasn’t been a bad training camp for Poehling, and it wasn’t a 
particularly bad night for him in Ottawa either. The 22-year-old has 
displayed over the last week-and-a-half that he’s gained speed and 
maturity, and he showed on Friday that he could avoid being a liability in 
a shellacking. 

He also won six of 11 faceoffs, so there’s that. 

But there’s also this: When Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme was 
asked about Poehling’s game, he didn’t have much to say. 

“In general, it was an ordinary game,” Ducharme said. “There’s no one 
who really stood out. It was OK. Actually, not OK. In general, it wasn’t a 
big game. It’s obviously not easy for any player to stand out in (a) game 
like that. It’s hard to pinpoint on one guy after that.” 

Poehling didn’t necessarily have to score to show better. He knows that 
won’t be at the heart of his role in the NHL, if he makes it. 

But the Lakeville, Minn., native would be the first to acknowledge he 
needed to do more to stand out. It wasn’t going to be easy to do with 
everyone disconnected, but it was necessary because he was staring 
down the best opportunity he’s had since he was drafted 25th overall in 
2017 to secure a full-time position with the Canadiens after spending last 
season with Laval in the AHL. 

Poehling’s main competition here, Cedric Paquette, is sidelined with a 
lower-body injury, and the door is wide open for him to jump through. 

But he didn’t get his feet off the ground. 

Doing so would’ve meant winning one-on-one battles -- Poehling didn’t 
do enough of that on Friday -- and helping his line sustain some 
offensive-zone pressure, which he struggled with. 

It’s not all bad. Poehling showed flashes in a lopsided loss to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs to open exhibition play last weekend. He had a strong 
second half in the Red-White scrimmage at the Bell Centre a day later. 

But there was nothing remarkable about what Poehling did in Ottawa, 
and the three games to come will play a big hand in dictating whether or 
not he remains with the Canadiens. It won’t rule the entire evaluation -- 
Ducharme said his body of work in his two seasons as a professional is 
part of it -- but Poehling needs to be able to show he can fill a role as the 
competition ramps up. 

“The games, for him, for sure they count for a lot because we want him to 
(earn a spot) ... He had a good end of the season last year in Laval, and 
we’re aware of that, and now it’s NHL games,” said Ducharme. “The 
more we’re going to go, the closer we’re going to be to those NHL 
games. Obviously, we want to see that and how he can have impact at 
the NHL level in the games.” 

Ducharme can also do more to test it with Poehling. 

While he did give him over four minutes of power-play time on Friday, 
that’s not likely to be a role Poehling takes on when the games matter. 
And it’s curious that he hasn’t played a second on the penalty kill in any 
of the games he’s dressed for -- scrimmage included -- so he could at 
least show he can contribute in that aspect. 

Also, with respect to Alex Belzile and Lukas Vejdemo, the roster 
shrinking will at least give Poehling a better chance to show what he can 
do between two players he’s more likely to play with in Montreal. 

On Saturday, he’ll be with Artturi Lehkonen and Jesse Ylonen when the 
Senators visit the Bell Centre. It would be more interesting to see what 
he can do with Lehkonen and Mathieu Perreault but, with Paquette out, 
Perreault is getting a look at centre. 

Still, Poehling needs to show he can drive his line, and he needs to be 
noticeable every time he steps on the ice because it’s guaranteed he 
wants to prove he can do a lot more than just being able to win at least 
50 per cent of his faceoffs and avoid finishing the night with a minus next 
to his name. 

Chris Wideman in pole position 

Chris Wideman gained a leg up in the competition for a spot on 
Montreal’s blue line to start the season before he even dressed for 
Friday’s game. 

With Mattias Norlinder injured and unavailable to play -- he had an MRI 
on Friday and his status for next week is questionable as well -- one 
threat to Wideman’s position was virtually eliminated. 

Sami Niku going down minutes into Friday’s game is another. The 
Finnish defenceman, who signed a two-way deal with Montreal last 
week, was pasted into the boards from behind by Josh Norris and came 
up bleeding into his visor. He immediately left for the dressing room and 
the team later announced he had sustained an upper-body injury and 
would not be returning to the game. 
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Ducharme updated on Saturday morning that Niku sustained a 
concussion and would be sidelined “a little while." 

Meanwhile, it was fairly obviously Niku wasn’t likely to return early on 
Friday and Wideman just went about his business regardless in the 
game. He played 22:43, posted assists on both goals the Canadiens 
scored, finished plus-two, had four of nine shot attempts hit the net, and 
he blocked one shot. He looked good on the power play, appeared 
steady in his own end, and was noticeable every time he stepped on the 
ice. 

The 31-year-old, who was named the KHL’s top defenceman last year, 
wasn’t perfect, but he was better than anyone else on the Canadiens. 

“He was perhaps one who had a bit more positive in his game,” said 
Ducharme. “He moved the puck well, and not just on the power play but 
at five-on-five too. There’s still games to go.” 

Wideman will pair up for Saturday’s game with Brett Kulak -- another 
player he’s in competition with -- and if he proves to be as effective as he 
was on Friday, that will bode well for his chances to be among the six 
defencemen starting in Toronto on Oct. 13. 

He’s not taking anything for granted. This is a player who played the bulk 
of his 181 NHL games before his career was derailed by a serious injury 
and a controversial Uber ride He spent two seasons in the AHL and 
jumped to the KHL upon realizing there weren’t many NHL teams willing 
to take a chance on him. 

Now Wideman is back, and in prime position to redeem his career in the 
world’s best hockey league. 

“It’s almost a new lease on life, right? How many times do you get a 
second opportunity in life?” he said earlier this week. “It’s something that, 
every day, I get in bed at the end of the day and I’m very thankful for it. At 
the same time, you know that every single day could be the last, so just 
maximum effort, maximum focus.” 

Chiarot-Savard finally paired 

Friday wasn’t a banner night for Ben Chiarot and David Savard, who 
respectively finished minus-three and minus-four. 

But two veterans who played all the way through early July aren’t exactly 
under the microscope during pre-season. Especially not in games with 
mashed up NHL-AHL-junior lineups. 

Friday was the first time this presumptive pairing took a shift together, 
and it came in the middle of the game, with each of them already behind 
the 8-ball. 

Both of them have been skating with youngsters like Norlinder and 
Kaiden Guhle to this point, and that was a fine idea to get those players 
acclimated to this environment. 

But if Chiarot and Savard are going to play together this season -- and it 
looks highly probable they will -- they need time to establish some 
chemistry together. We’ll see if a week-and-a-half proves to be enough, 
because the season is rapidly approaching. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 6 Maple Leafs Notes: Do not bet against ‘greasy rat’ 
Michael Bunting 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 2, 2021, 9:01 AM 

 

TORONTO – “You’re a greasy rat, kid.” 

Michael Bunting — the Toronto Maple Leafs’ overnight pre-season 
phenom — had his rinkside interview interrupted Wednesday when 
teammate Kurtis Gabriel walked into the frame and barked that 
compliment in his ear. 

Bunting later admitted the KG camera bomb startled him: 

Bunting’s projected opening night centreman, John Tavares, chuckled at 
the scene. 

“I like to dress it up a little more,” Tavares smiled. 

Then the captain broke down the hockey benefits of employing a “greasy 
rat” like Scarborough’s finest. 

Extremely determined. Great awareness on the ice. Knows how to 
complement elite players. Finds a way to make an impact on the game. 
Good hands and perfect timing. 

“He's been kind of a late bloomer,” Tavares went on. “Someone who's 
had to prove a lot of people wrong and just always had that attitude of 
finding a way.” 

The Bunting Way is to impress enough in his minutes during exhibition 
that he’s snatched up a top-six role like a rat does cheese. 

The Calder-eligible 26-year-old (wink) scored last Saturday in his first 
dress rehearsal as a Leaf, erupted for a hat trick in Ottawa Wednesday, 
then deflected the game-winner off a David Kämpf pass in Friday’s Blue 
vs. White exhibition at Scotiabank Arena. 

All Bunting does is score, apparently. And crawl under his opponents’ 
skin. 

“He certainly is a guy that makes no friends on the ice,” says coach 
Sheldon Keefe, a fan of Bunting’s since he had him in the Soo. 

“Just in terms of the hunger and the competitiveness he has around the 
net, because he's always looking to get an edge on you. I'm really happy 
that he's gotten the results that he's gotten here in the first two games. It 
allows his confidence to grow, allows him to settle in here with us.” 

The edge that the left winger has carried from AA minor hockey in the 
Greater Toronto Hockey League to a stint in the ECHL to a little UFA 
bidding war in his mid-20s, Bunting says it’s how he forces himself into 
the game. 

“Getting the other team after me or to get in their head, I feel like that's 
when I'm playing my best. When they're chasing after me and not worried 
about the game, that helps us out. So, I don't mind playing that role,” 
Bunting said. 

“The road I took to get here isn't the normal one everybody takes, so I 
take pride in that and I (embrace) it every day. You can't take this thing 
for granted; it can go just as fast as it can come. You appreciate it a little 
bit more (because) it did take a little bit for me to get here. It has been a 
grind.” 

The new grinder has bonded with veteran Wayne Simmonds over their 
similar paths to the show — “Scarborough sticks together,” Simmonds 
asserts of the mindset in the eastern part of Toronto — and he rhymes 
off Darcy Tucker, Tie Domi and Wendel Clark as boyhood role models. 

“He's just got a chip on his shoulder, in terms of how he's how he's come 
up through the hockey ranks,” Keefe said. “He plays with a lot to prove 
every night and he's out there to try to make the best of every opportunity 
he can. And I like those qualities about him. That’s what I think makes 
you believe a player like him always has a chance, and here he is in the 
NHL. 

“Those are the kind of guys you don't want to bet against.” 

My best guess at Toronto’s Opening Night lineup 

Health willing, of course… 
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Offence 

Ritchie–Matthews–Marner 

Bunting–Tavares–Nylander 

Mikheyev–Kämpf–Kase 

Spezza–Kerfoot–Simmonds 

Defence 

Rielly–Brodie 

Muzzin–Holl 

Sandin–Dermott 

Goalie 

Campbell 

Mrazek 

Power-Play Units 

Rielly 

Matthews–Marner–Nylander 

Tavares 

-- 

Sandin 

Spezza–Bunting–Kase 

Ritchie 

Remaining Time -12:17 

Does Kyle Dubas think this season is do-or-die for Maple Leafs? 

Keefe extension kept hush-hush 

Curious that the Maple Leafs did not announce head coach Sheldon 
Keefe’s two-year contract extension when it was signed. 

Appearing on Tim & Friends Friday, GM Kyle Dubas confirmed that the 
deal was signed off on early in the summer, yet news didn’t make the 
rounds until Thursday night — hours before Keefe’s starring turn in 
Amazon’s All or Nothing series. 

“Whenever there’s a big disappointment we encounter, that always 
brings out the best in him as a coach,” Dubas said of Keefe. “He’s a 
person that thrives in situations like this. 

“It’s a great thing for our organization.” 

So why no official announcement? 

“That’s not my department,” Keefe replied Friday night. 

“It's great for my family, of course. But it hasn't changed anything in 
terms of my approach or anything like that. If anything, it just allows me 
to do my job as best I can without any other distractions.” 

Matthews progressing just fine 

Matthews’ recovering wrist is progressing well, and the star centre 
participated in three half-practices with linemates this week. 

That said, he’s not yet ready for contact. If he squeezes into an exhibition 
game, it’ll be Toronto’s final one, Oct. 9 at home to Ottawa. That’s 
intended to be the dress rehearsal for the real NHL group. 

"It's about building up the strength in the wrist to the point that he's 
confident in receiving passes, leaning into shots, and of course (taking) 
faceoffs and contact. The fact we've seen him out every single day with 
no setbacks is a good thing,” Keefe said. 

New guy Nick Ritchie appears to have drawn the long straw in camp. The 
bruising left winger says he’s never skated with a duo as dynamic as 
Marner and Matthews. 

"These are some of the most skilled guys in the league, and it's cool to 
get to be on the same ice as them and learn things from them,” Ritchie 
said. 

While the first talking point with Ritchie is his sturdy frame (six-foot-three, 
236 pounds) and bruising style of play, his coach sees another reason for 
inserting him alongside his most productive forwards. 

“You're going to be surprised with how good his hands are, how good his 
shot is, how good he is at making plays in tight spaces," Keefe said. 

Marner approves crackdown on cross-checking 

For years, the Maple Leafs have had a difficult time drawing penalties. 
Last season, the club ranked just 26th overall in the category, drawing 
3.08 penalties per 60 minutes. 

Not good enough for a group that is supposed to put away opponents on 
the power play. 

It will be interesting to see if the NHL’s stricter enforcement of cross-
checking either (a) gives the Leafs more confidence driving to the net or 
(b) results in a few more power plays. 

Mitch Marner is a fan. 

“Yeah, I think it's good. It should be fair. You go into a corner, you don't 
need to have a guy just abusing your back with crosschecks, so I think it 
should be a penalty,” Marner said. 

“Also, net-front-wise, I think it's dangerous. Guys are strong and can 
stand on their skates, but if a guy crosschecks you while you’re leaning 
over trying to tip a puck, you're not going to stay up on your feet every 
single time that happens. So you've seen people eating pucks in the back 
of the neck, heads and stuff like that. The league thought it was a thing 
they needed to change, so we'll see how it goes.” 

One-Timers: Expect significant cuts to Toronto’s bloated camp roster 
after its preseason back-to-back Monday and Tuesday . If you noticed 
white Band-Aids pasted to Leafs’ foreheads during Friday’s Blue vs. 
White game, there’s a reason. Those absorbant patches are being used 
by the Leafs for sweat and hydration analysis during camp. Sports 
science! ... Toronto signed undrafted free-agent forward Braeden 
Kressler to a three-year entry level contract Friday evening. Kressler put 
up nine goals and 18 points in 46 games for the OHL’s Flint Firebirds in 
2019-20 but did not play in 2020-21 due to the pandemic . Defence 
prospect Teemu Kivihalme, 26, was placed on waivers Friday; he’s 
eligible to be claimed before 2 p.m. ET Saturday…. Do the Maple Leafs 
offer Josh Ho-Sang (PTO) an AHL contract in order to avoid the waiver 
wire with a talent who has impressed at camp? 
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