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Recap: State of the Canes Address & Intrasquad Scrimmage 

News and nuggets from Don Waddell's Q&A with Season 
Ticket Members, as well as an update on the action 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - Approximately two thousand season ticket 
members made their way to PNC Arena Sunday morning, 
attending an exclusive event as a part of their commitment to 
the franchise. 

Beginning with a question-and-answer forum, President & 
General Manager Don Waddell fielded questions sent in by 
the group before the roster went head-to-head in a red 
versus white scrimmage. 

Covering a variety of topics, ranging from off-season 
transactions to prospective plans for the organization, fans 
took a liking to much of the news shared at the start. 

The Summer That Was 

By now those who follow the team are familiar with the hectic 
nature of the summer months. There was the wild first day of 
free agency, the eight-year extension for Andrei Svechnikov 
and of course, the offer sheet. 

But when asked, Waddell was clear in what the defining 
move was. 

"There is no doubt in my mind that the biggest thing we did 
this summer was that we signed our head coach, Rod 
Brind'Amour," the President & General Manager shared to a 
roar of cheers from the faithful Caniacs. 

It's hard to say that something of this nature is overlooked, 
but think about it as the first domino to fall. Perhaps some of 
the landed newcomers don't come to the organization if 
another bench boss would've had to take over. Maybe 
Svechnikov doesn't sign for the length that he does if it's not 
Brind'Amour guiding the ship. 

When you take a step back, it becomes very easy to see why 
Waddell gave the answer he did. 

Holding Down The Fort 
Much has been made over the situation in net for the team 
since July. Ultimately bringing in two free agents in Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, Waddell was able to explain the 
rational behind bringing in both. 

"We spent a lot of time on this, these decision aren't made in 
a vacuum. They're made with everybody involved in the 
organization. Our goal isn't to make the playoffs anymore, 

our goal is to win a championship - and we felt that we 
wanted to get a little bit more experience." 

Of the nine seasons Andersen has played in the league, he's 
got seven trips to the playoffs. He's also 32 and hungry to 
win the grand prize. Raanta, the same age, has posted some 
of the best numbers in the NHL, when healthy, over the last 
several seasons. Just four years ago he carried the load in 
Arizona, compiling an outstanding .930 save percentage 
(SV%) that ranked fourth among all goalies. Two years ago 
he finished right outside the top ten with a .921.   

Both hoping to cash in on a change in scenery, it's a good 
thing when both are at this stage in their careers with still 
something to prove. 

We('re Going) Outside? 
Canes fans have been salivating for the official details of an 
outdoor game at Carter-Finley stadium ever since the initial 
news was released in February of 2020. The pandemic 
removed that opportunity the first time around, and then with 
the ever-changing landscape entering this year, the game 
remains to be locked in. 

Fresh news was brought to life this morning though and 
while of course nothing is confirmed nor signed at this time, 
Waddell spoke of recent updates. 

"I had a meeting on Friday about this with the NHL. We 
could've kept it this year, but the situation that we're in as a 
country and a world, we thought it would be best to wait 
another year. We're not in a position yet to announce the 
game yet for 2022-23, but I'm pretty sure we're going to have 
one of the outdoor games at Carter-Finley." 

Another slice of news that brought applause, the General 
Manager continued to say that they would anticipate being 
able to host a crowd of 60,000. 

Red-White Scrimmage: 

After a scoreless first period the two sides battled to an 
eventual 6-5 Team Red final. 

Ethan Bear led the way for the winning group with a hat trick, 
including the game-winner in the final second of the third 
period. 

Frederik Andersen played the first 27 minutes of action for 
Team White, with Alex Lyon taking over the rest of the way. 
Antti Raanta went the duration for Team Red. 
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Brind'Amour facing challenge with Hurricanes this season 

Coach must get new-look team up to speed after losing 10 
regulars in offseason 

By Tracey Myers 

Rod Brind'Amour has experienced change during his three 
seasons as coach of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

But this offseason, Carolina's roster turnover was massive, 
losing 10 regulars through trades, free agency and the 2021 
NHL Expansion Draft, including defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton, goalies Alex Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek and James 
Reimer, and forwards Warren Foegele and Brock McGinn. 

Although the Hurricanes brought in goalies Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, defensemen Ian Cole and Tony 
DeAngelo, and forwards Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Derek 
Stepan to fill in some of those roles, Brind'Amour knows just 
how much work needs to be done ahead of their season 
opener against the New York Islanders on Oct. 14. 

"That's a concern, I'm not going to hide around that," 
Brind'Amour said. "I look at last training camp, we had one 
new player (Jesper Fast). The challenge is going to be 
getting everyone up to speed quickly. Last year, we hit the 
regular season running because I didn't have any 
changeover. It was real easy for me. Now it's just a little 
more challenging to get the new guys coming up to speed 
with how we're doing things." 

Last season, Brind'Amour won the Jack Adams Award voted 
as NHL coach of the year after he led Carolina (36-12-8) to a 
first-place finish in the Discover Central Division. 

It was the third straight season he guided the Hurricanes to 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs -- they failed to qualify the previous 
nine seasons before he was hired -- but they were eliminated 
in five games in the Stanley Cup Second Round by the 
eventual champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

If Carolina wants to go further this season, Brind'Amour is 
going to have to figure out how to best utilize the new-look 
roster. 

That's something Hamilton, who signed a seven-year 
contract with the New Jersey Devils on July 28, doesn't think 
will be a problem considering how Brind'Amour integrated 
him after the defenseman was acquired in a trade with the 
Calgary Flames on June 23, 2018. 

"He just let me play and I think I had a little bit of adjustment 
period, getting used to the new system," said Hamilton, who 
led NHL defensemen with 42 goals during his three seasons 
in Carolina. "He was so good and with systems and details 
and always harping on the simple stuff, and I think that's one 

of the reasons why we were so good. The culture there is 
good because of him. He set the bar, set the tone every day. 
He's just like the ultimate leader. Everyone wants to listen to 
him and respect him. It's so hard to kind of go against him 
and you just want to want to play for him." 

Stepan, who signed a one-year, $1.35 million contract with 
the Hurricanes on July 31, agreed. 

"I've seen it early on in his coaching career, how many steps 
the group has taken," Stepan said. "You see how hard the 
skill guys work for him, how much they compete. That's 
something that's tough to come by as a coach, to have that 
ability to squeeze every ounce out of every single guy, not 
just skill guys but bottom-six guys, too. To be able to push 
everybody in the same way and communicate with them is 
high-level coaching." 

Still, it's about getting more than one or two guys to buy in. 

Florida Panthers coach Joel Quenneville knows the 
challenges that come with a significant roster overhaul. After 
he led the Chicago Blackhawks to the Stanley Cup in 2010, 
issues concerning the NHL salary cap forced them to part 
ways with nine regulars, including defensemen Dustin 
Byfuglien and Brent Sopel, goalie Antti Niemi, and forwards 
Andrew Ladd, Kris Versteeg and John Madden. 

Although the Blackhawks qualified for the playoffs the 
following two seasons, they lost in the first round both times 
before breaking through and winning the Cup again in 2013. 

"In training camp, I'm sure they'll get it pretty clear, quickly, 
how they need to play and how they want it to be played," 
Quenneville said. "A lot of teams in the League have simple 
systems, and players are all mostly comparable in how you 
have to play. I think they'll be fine." 

Brind'Amour said he's never been the biggest fan of training 
camp but admits that if there was a year the Hurricanes 
needed it and preseason games, it's this one. 

In their first preseason game, a 3-1 win against the Lightning 
on Sept. 28, Brind'Amour gave 11 players more than one 
minute of ice time on the penalty kill. 

"Training camp's always been 'eh' for me," Brind'Amour said. 
"I know no one really wants to hear a coach say that, but I 
loved last year, I'll be honest. Our team showed up, we didn't 
play preseason games, everybody just boom, let's play. That 
would be my goal for sure, if we could ever figure that one 
out. But, if there was ever a year to have it, this would be the 
year because we need more time. We have all these new 
faces and me getting to know them is probably where this 
will help. 
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"That's where the games come in, you kind of see where 
we're short and as far as guys picking up the systems or 
whatever, and again, you get a feel for a player. I mean, you 
can watch them in practice all you want, but at the end of the 
day, it's the games that count." 

Until they are able to get that feel for each player, the 
Hurricanes know they will need to rely on their core, which 
includes captain Jordan Staal, forwards Sebastian Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen, and defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin. 

"It's just about getting guys on the same page as quick as 
you can," Staal said. "From 'Roddy' to myself and the 
leadership group, and all the way to all our players who have 

been here for a while, we're still creating that culture of what 
we want to do and what we have been doing recently." 

What the Hurricanes have been doing recently is building a 
winning culture, and despite the turnover this offseason, 
they're out to prove they can maintain that level of success. 

"There are different ways to look at it. At the end of the day, I 
think we did a good job this offseason," Brind'Amour said. "I 
know we lost some pieces, that's for sure, but picking the 
right pieces to fill in and get better, at the end of the day, 
we're all trying to get better. We all think we've done that and 
obviously now we just have to prove it."

 

 

 

 

Adam Proteau's 2021-22 NHL Predictions: Metropolitan Division 

The Metro Division is getting billed as the toughest division in 
the NHL this season. Will it live up to the hype? 

By Adam Proteau 

For the final part of my series of annual pre-season NHL 
predictions, I’m turning to the Central Division today. You can 
find my picks for the Atlantic Division here; my Pacific 
Division picks are here; and my projections for the Central 
Division are here.  

And one more reminder, these picks are educated guesses, 
and they’re my personal picks. THN’s official picks are here.  

Here’s my perspective on the Metropolitan – a.k.a. the 
toughest division in the league this year: 

1. New York Islanders: Only the Vegas Golden Knights had 
fewer goals-against (124) than the Islanders (128) – a 
testament to both Isles head coach Barry Trotz, and to his 
team’s commitment to high-end two-way play. The Islanders 
finished fourth in the East Division in 2021, but they were 
only five wins behind the division champion Pittsburgh 
Penguins. And the additions/retentions GM Lou Lamoriello 
finalized this summer should push them to challenge for their 
first division title since 1987-88. 

Those additions/retentions include the signing of unrestricted 
free agents Zdeno Chara and Zach Parise, and the re-
signing of 2021 trade deadline acquisition Kyle Palmieri. 
They’ll also have a full season with captain Anders Lee, who 
missed 35 games last year. The Isles’ all-around depth is 
impressive, and should serve them well in an Olympics-
compacted regular season. Trotz again is likely to squeeze 
every drop of talent out of his lineup, and he knows his team 
has players like Chara and D-man Andy Greene – guys who 
won’t get many more kicks at the Cup can.  

There is a sense of urgency on Long Island, to capitalize on 
their momentum from last year and their general belief in the 
roster that got them within one game of the Cup final. But 
there’s also enough young talent to position the Isles in a 
great spot for the future. Lamoriello has done his job, and 
now it’s time for the Isles’ on-ice employees to do theirs. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes: The Hurricanes won the Central 
Division in 2021, thanks in large part to great speed, 
excellent finishing, excellent goaltending from rookie Alex 
Nedeljkovic, and coach Rod Brind’Amour’s teaching of their 
young stars. However, Carolina GM Don Waddell had one of 
the busier seasons among his colleagues, first trading 
Nedeljkovic to Detroit, then signing two veteran goalies – 
former Ducks/Maple Leafs starter Frederik Andersen, and 
former Coyotes No. 1 Antti Raanta – to replace Nedeljkovic 
and Petr Mrazek.  
 
Waddell made a splash on the free agent front as well, 
signing restricted free agent forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
away from Montreal, and adding veteran center Derek 
Stepan and well-traveled blueliner Ian Cole to give Carolina 
more experience. That’s a fair amount of change for a 
division winner, but Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon doesn’t 
appear to be an overly patient man.  

The pressure is on Carolina to earn a high playoff berth and 
get to the Eastern Conference Final at least, but they have 
three tremendous forward lines and a defense corps led by 
Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei. The one 
unknown and potential trouble spot is the signing of former 
Rangers D-man Tony Deangelo, but so long as he doesn’t 
spoil the mood in the dressing room, the Canes are going to 
be a force. 
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3. New York Rangers: After finishing fifth in the East Division 
last season, the Rangers cleared house on the coaching side 
(sending David Quinn packing, and hiring Jack Adams 
Award-winner Gerard Gallant to replace him), and GM Chris 
Drury made major changes to his bottom-six group of 
forwards. First, he traded for former Lightning winger Barclay 
Goodrow, then he dealt for a pair of wingers – former St. 
Louis Blue Samuel Blais, and former Golden Knight Ryan 
Reaves – all in an effort to give more edge to the lineup. 

But although the Rangers will likely be a tougher team to 
play against, they’re still going to win or lose based on the 
efforts of their skilled forwards – Mika Zibanejad, Artemi 
Panarin and youngsters Kaapo Kakko and Alexis Lafrenière 
– and a defense unit that includes 2021 Norris Trophy winner 
Adam Fox, Jacob Trouba and K’Andre Miller. Their 
goaltending duo is comprised of Russians Igor Shesterkin 
and Alexandar Georgiev, two 25-year-olds who are starting 
to approach their peak years; if they deliver a firm and steady 
last line of defense, the Rangers have enough offensive skill 
to put them back in the post-season for only the second time 
in the past five seasons.  

The time to make the jump from draft lottery team to playoff 
team is now for the Blueshirts, and they very well could 
leapfrog veteran teams like the Penguins and Washington 
Capitals on their ascent through the standings. Good health 
is a key for them, as it is for all teams. But so long as the 
injury bug doesn’t bite them hard, the Rangers have what it 
takes to take an evolutionary leap forward. 

4. Washington Capitals: The Capitals finished second in the 
East Division last year, but they fell to the Boston Bruins in 
the first round – the third straight season they failed to make 
the second round. But GM Brian MacLellan chose to bring 
back almost an identical roster for 2021-22, losing only 
veterans Zdeno Chara and Brenden Dillon off their blueline. 
Otherwise, it’s the same group of players, back for perhaps 
one more attempted long playoff run. 

It should go without saying that, in order to make their goals 
a reality, the Caps need their heavy hitters to supply the 
majority of the offense, but that’s doable for Alex Ovechkin, 
Nicklas Backstrom, T.J. Oshie, Evgeny Kuznetsov and 
defenseman John Carlson. Their biggest challenge will come 
when they don’t have the puck, especially among a defense 
corps that isn’t particularly deep or physically imposing.  

If Washington flames out in the post-season – or if they fail to 
make the playoffs – MacLellan will have all the justification 
he needs to alter their core. There’s enough veteran know-
how to propel the Caps into a playoff berth, but it won’t be 
nearly as easy as it was for them in more recent seasons. 
The Capitals could be looking at a letdown this year, one that 
ends with them on the outside of the playoffs looking in. 
Indeed, it may come down to either them or their arch-rivals 
in Pittsburgh for the final playoff spot in the Metro, and that 
means one of them will be shocked by the season’s end. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins: Pittsburgh’s 2021-22 regular season 
will start off with their two best players – captain Sidney 
Crosby and center Evgeni Malkin – on the sidelines with 
notable injuries. Crosby is expected to be on the shelf for a 
few weeks recovering from a wrist injury, while Malkin is 
sidelined for at least two months of the year rehabbing a 

knee injury. Those losses are enormous, especially given 
how competitive the Metro is bound to be. You can’t make 
the playoffs in October or November, but you can dig 
yourself a huge hole in those months if things don’t go your 
way. At at the moment, things aren’t going the Penguins’ 
way. 

As noted above, the Pens may wind up battling the Capitals 
for the final post-season berth in the Metro. And it could be 
that the performance of starting goaltender Tristan Jarry – 
whose flaws were exposed in a brutal performance against 
the Islanders in the first round of the 2021 playoffs – that 
determines whether Pittsburgh will be a playoff team this 
year. Crosby and Malkin can’t do it all, and we’ll see how the 
Penguins’ depth (or lack thereof) will contribute to the bottom 
line. A changing of the guard in the Metro could be beginning 
for a lot of teams, and perhaps the end of the Pens’ glory 
era.  

6. Philadelphia Flyers: The Flyers finished the 2021 
campaign with the worst defense in the NHL – a whopping 
201 goals-allowed – and GM Chuck Fletcher did not stand 
pat and hope his team rebounded this year. Instead, he 
radically remade his defense corps – bringing in veterans 
Rasmus Ristolainen, Ryan Ellis and Keith Yandle – and he 
dealt winger Jakub Voracek to Columbus for winger Cam 
Atkinson. As well, Fletcher signed journeyman forward 
Derick Brassard to improve his third line, and he inked fellow 
journeyman Nate Thompson to center Philly’s fourth line. 

On paper, this Flyers group is more experienced and more 
talented, but the big question – as if often is in Philadelphia – 
concerns their goaltending. Starter Carter Hart is coming off 
of a disappointing season (3.67 goals-against average, .877 
Save Percentage), and their new backup, former Sharks 
starter Martin Jones, has not posted an SP above .896 in 
any of the previous three seasons. If Hart rebounds, the 
Flyers could push the Caps and Penguins for one of the 
bottom two playoff berths. If their netminding doesn’t hold up, 
expect Fletcher to make an in-season move to address it. 
With this many veterans in the lineup, Philly can’t be satisfied 
with simply improving their individual stats. They need 
results, and they need them right away. Otherwise, 
Fletcher’s trade finger could be even itchier next summer. 

7. New Jersey Devils: New Jersey has made the playoffs just 
once in the past nine seasons, and they haven’t won a 
playoff round since their Cup-winning season in 2011-12. 
That said, GM Tom Fitzgerald has done yeoman’s work in 
revitalizing their lineup, and they should be a significantly 
better squad this year. 
 
But look at how far they have to go to get back in the post-
season: they won only 19 games in 2021, and finished 
seventh in the East Division. Now, they’ll have to be better 
than many more talented, veteran-laden franchises just to 
get a sniff at one of the final playoff berths in the Metro. With 
new additions such as goalie Jonathan Bernier and elite 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton, they’re slowly rounding into 
better form, but a telling stat is the $12 million in cap space 
Fitzgerald has to play with this year: it may make more sense 
for the long-term good of the organization to remain patient, 
take on a couple bad contracts for a year or two, and add 
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skilled prospects as they target a playoff spot a year from 
now. 

The Devils could surprise people and finish higher than 
seventh, but again, look at their Metro competitors. Do they 
seem like a top-four team in this division? Not to this writer, 
they don’t. But better days are coming for them. 

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: The Blue Jackets had an awful 
year in 2021, with GM Jarmo Kekalainen moving puzzle 
pieces in and out via trades, and changing head coaches at 
the end of the season. They won just 18 games – only 
Anaheim (17) and Buffalo (15) had fewer victories – and they 
were as abysmal on offense (137 goals-for) as they were in 
their own zone (187 goals-against). 

All in all, the Jackets looked like a team aching for a new 
direction, and Kekalainen agreed, dismissing veteran bench 

boss John Tortorella in favor of Brad Larsen, and trading 
blueline cornerstone Seth Jones to Chicago, and longtime 
Jackets forward Cam Atkinson to Philadelphia for winger 
Jakub Voracek. The moves left Columbus with more than 
$11.9 million in cap space, and there’s little doubt Kekalainen 
will leverage that during the season to add elite prospects to 
his system. 

In the meantime, the Jackets are left with a very thin defense 
corps, a forward group that includes 2021 underachievers 
Patrik Laine and Max Domi, and a goaltending tandem 
(Joonas Korpisalo and Elvis Merzlikins) that is hardly the 
class of the league. It’s looking to be a long, ponderous 
season in Columbus, as a team well-versed in full-on 
rebuilds goes through more tumultuous growing pains.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-state-of-the-canes-address-intrasquad-scrimmage/c-326551666 

https://www.nhl.com/news/rod-brindamour-facing-challenge-with-carolina-this-season/c-326497624 
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/adam-proteaus-2021-22-nhl-predictions-metropolitan-division 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: What’s the status of these six NHL coaches on 
expiring contracts? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Oct 3, 2021   

 

Sheldon Keefe’s two-year extension with the Maple Leafs removes one 
name from the list of head coaches entering the final year of their 
respective contracts. 

But there’s still a six-pack of coaches on expiring deals entering this 
season and one that could be set to collect a well-deserved raise which 
might put him in the top tier of salaries. 

Let’s take a look: 

Jon Cooper, Tampa Bay 

Now that Julien BriseBois has extended as GM with the two-time 
defending Cup champs, it’s a no-brainer that Cooper has also begun his 
talks to extend which sources confirmed over the past week. A lot of 
people around the league are curious to see what he will sign for next. 
Coaches’ salaries have risen in an impactful way over the past several 
years and whether it’s the pandemic or not, I sense some owners 
wanting to curb that back a bit. But Jeff Vinik isn’t just any owner. How 
the back-to-back Stanley Cup champion coach gets paid on his next deal 
could have an influence on other negotiations. Last time around in March 
2019, near the end of a 62-win regular season, Cooper signed a three-
year deal worth about $3.5 million per year, which was obviously a nice 
raise for him, but shy of the $5 million salary guys like Alain Vigneault in 
Philadelphia, Todd McLellan in Los Angeles or then Claude Julien in 
Montreal were making. Could this next deal, with a pair of Stanley Cup 
rings in the bag plus the Team Canada Olympic nod to boot, get him 
near the top of the food chain salary wise? It wouldn’t surprise me. Joel 
Quenneville is the highest-paid coach in the NHL at around $6 million. 
Let’s see if Cooper can get in the $5-million range at the least, which 
would be an achievement in the pandemic era. 

Jared Bednar, Colorado 

Sources say Bednar has also begun his talks with the Avs on an 
extension. He replaced Patrick Roy as head coach five years ago and 
shepherded the team’s rise from last place to Cup contender. He signed 
a two-year extension in July 2019 which pays him $1.9 million this 
season. So he’s up again after this year. This is a huge season for the 
Avs yet again. They were Cup or bust last year and lost in the second 
round. It’s Cup or bust again with even more pressure to deliver. But it’s 
hard to complain about Bednar’s work since he took over, that’s for sure. 

Dave Tippett, Edmonton 

There are no talks going on right now between Tippett and the Oilers’ 
brass and that’s just fine with him. The veteran coach is very much 
comfortable waiting until after the season to figure out his future although 

nothing prevents GM Ken Holland from approaching him in the New Year 
if he wanted to. But all things being equal, Tippett is solely focused on 
getting the Oilers over the playoff hump this season and his own 
personal future can wait on the backburner for now. Tippett was hired by 
the Oilers in May 2019 and signed a three-year deal for between $2.75 
million and $3 million a year, which at the time was a bit of a bargain 
given where coaches’ salaries had gone especially for experienced guys 
like him. But his decision to go to Edmonton was never about cashing in 
but rather chasing a Cup. How this season goes will have a big say in 
Tippett’s future decision. There’s more to his life than coaching as he 
showed when he helped expansion Seattle on the management side 
after leaving the Coyotes. And he’s dabbled in real estate investments for 
a long time and I think been very successful. So, he’s got lots to ponder 
when the time is right. 

Dean Evason, Minnesota 

The Jack Adams finalist last season is one of the lowest-paid coaches in 
the league. It makes sense since he was a first-time head coach when he 
took over for Bruce Boudreau in February 2020, so he’s obviously going 
to be looking for a raise. I’m told there haven’t been any negotiations yet 
on this front, but don’t read too deeply into that. I believe Bill Guerin 
intends to extend Evason when the time is right. I just don’t think the Wild 
GM feels there’s any hurry at this stage to get into it. 

Craig Berube, St. Louis 

GM Doug Armstrong recently signed a five-year extension, which had to 
be done before the Blues could start thinking about Berube. The 2019 
Stanley Cup champion coach hasn’t been able to get his team past the 
first round since winning it all two years ago. But he’s respected and 
valued in the Blues organization. Sources say there have not been any 
conversations yet about an extension. But I don’t think he’s in any 
danger, nor is there any rush to extend his contract. I suspect the season 
will play out for a bit before there are conversations on this front. 

Rick Bowness, Dallas 

The popular veteran coach turns 67 in January so it should surprise no 
one that he hasn’t had any talks at this stage about an extension, as I’ve 
heard. This doesn’t mean he can’t be back for another season next year. 
I think, however, Bowness might want to approach this year by year. 
Let’s see how this season goes, how he feels, and how management 
feels. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' great redemption tour starts now with 
Pettersson, Hughes signed 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 3, 2021, 7:57 PM 
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VANCOUVER – It is impossible to know how Elias Pettersson will feel in 
three years about staying with the Vancouver Canucks. But it is vital to 
know how he feels now. 

“I want to be here,” the 22-year-old said Sunday on his first day back with 
the team. “At the moment, a three-year deal was best for both sides. I'm 
glad we made it happen. 

“I'm ready to go. Wrist feels fine. I'm more hungry than I was before my 
injury, so I'm very much ready to get the season started.” 

On the weekend hockey fans returned to Rogers Arena for a pre-season 
game against the Winnipeg Jets, the Canucks gave them the greatest 
reason they could to get excited: officially re-signing Pettersson and 
Hughes, the team’s best forward and top defenceman, to three- and six-
year contracts. 

The Canucks did not have the salary-cap space to re-sign both young 
stars to long-term contracts so Pettersson, who would be the more 
expensive of the two, accepted a three-year bridge deal that will give him 
some career choices when he is 25. 

He will be in a position to accept a hefty qualifying offer from Vancouver 
of $8.82 million and be eligible for unrestricted free agency a year later, 
or simply negotiate a six- or eight-year contract in 2024 that would set 
him towards being a career Canuck. 

Until then, the 22-year-old Swede will make $22 million over the next 
three years while, everyone expects, continuing to evolve and become 
an even more dangerous scorer. 

In terms of the real world, Hughes, 21, never has to worry about money 
again after signing his six-year deal that will average $7.85 million per 
season. 

The kids are rich. If they’ve brought any hard feelings back from their 
training site in Michigan, where the Canucks were professionally coached 
during their contractual impasse by Quinn’s dad, Jim, Pettersson and 
Hughes kept it well hidden during their press conference on Sunday. 

“I just wanted to get back to the team,” Pettersson said. “I mean, both me 
and Quinn felt like it was wrong to be Michigan when the team were 
having a training camp and in pre-season. We just wanted to get the deal 
sorted as fast as possible. Maybe it took longer than expected, but both 
of us are really happy with our deals and can wait to get started.” 

“Stressful,” Hughes said of the experience, “because, you know, you're 
seeing stuff online and you want to be there. But it was what it was and 
we're here now. 

“This is probably the best roster we've had in my three years here, so 
that was another thing -- I definitely didn't want to be at home too long 
because I think that we have a really good team here and I wanted to be 
here.” 

Now that they are, the challenge for Hughes and Pettersson is to catch 
up after missing the first 10 days of training camp and pre-season, and 
get themselves ready over the course of a few practices and a couple of 
exhibition games to play the Canucks’ season opener Oct. 13 in 
Edmonton. 

This is the start of the Great Redemption Tour for a Vancouver team that 
collapsed towards the bottom of the NHL standings last season after a 
playoff breakthrough in last summer’s COVID-19 bubble. 

Elias Pettersson’s miserable year was representative: he started poorly, 
was part of pile of early losses, then got better and got hurt. He missed 
the final half of the season due to a wrist injury and finished with just 21 
points in 26 games, which his why his declaration of full health was 
reassuring on Sunday. 

Now that they are getting paid at the next level, he and Hughes have to 
take their games there, too. 

Pettersson needs to return to his outstanding two-way form, and if he can 
find a way to score 90-plus points like the elite players he was compared 

to in negotiations – Mitch Marner, Brayden Point, Mikko Rantanen – it 
would help the Canucks immensely. 

And Hughes simply has to be better defensively, while maintaining his 
mobile, offensive game that is already one of the best among NHL 
defencemen. 

Contemporaries Cale Makar and Miro Heiskanen and Charlie McAvoy 
play in all situations. Can Hughes? 

“Not easy being at home last week,” Hughes said. “But I'm glad we're 
here now and we can put that behind us. 

“Me and Petey can get our feet wet and. . . go off and have a good start 
to the season. I think Jim did a really good job this summer. I think we're 
both happy we're here. It's a really good roster, so we'll just have to see 
how it goes.” 

The Jim he was referring to was not his dad but his boss, Vancouver 
general manager Jim Benning. 

Since last season ended, the Canucks acquired first-pairing defenceman 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and top-six winger Conor Garland from the 
Arizona Coyotes, traded for versatile checking forward Jason Dickinson 
from the Dallas Stars, signed Jaroslav Halak to back up starting goalie 
Thatcher Demko, and added an army of depth players including Stanley 
Cup-winning defenceman Luke Schenn. 

And none of them are as important to the Canucks as Pettersson and 
Hughes. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tippett dissatisfied as Oilers' 'rotten' performance bailed 
out by skill again 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 3, 2021, 8:27 PM 

 

EDMONTON — The Oilers had coughed up a late 3-1 lead to the 
Winnipeg Jets with some soft, careless play in their own zone — sound 
familiar? — before Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins saved the 
day. 

Draisaitl saucered a long backhand pass across the Jets zone that 
landed on Nugent-Hopkins' blade, and he deposited the puck behind Eric 
Comrie for a late, 4-3 Oilers win. 

What a pass by Draisaitl, eh coach? 

“He threw a lot of backhands tonight — some to our team, some to the 
other team,” said coach Dave Tippett after the game. “The problem is, 
when that happens in the playoffs it usually goes against you. And that’s 
the problem I have with it.” 

Tippett’s Oilers picked up right where they’d left off the previous playoff 
season. Soft, loose and with a lack of attention to detail, their skill had 
rescued them the way it does all season long — until the playoffs, when 
the cavalry annually disappears. 

“We were red rotten,” spat Tippett. 

We showed the video of Tippett’s quote to Draisaitl, who took the high 
road: 

“I know how to play in the playoffs. That’s all I can say.” 
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Look, there’s no feud here. Just a coach trying to install habits in October 
that will win games in May, and players who still haven’t reached that 
place where they don’t let their foot off the gas now and again. 

Connor McDavid can see it from both sides. 

“There’s a message that we’re all giving to each other: start with good 
habits right away,” said Connor McDavid. “It’s not a light switch that you 
can turn on in Game 1, Game 50 or come playoff time.” 

Ah, consequences. 

A soft and ineffective camp by would-be NHL centreman Ryan McLeod 
has thus far not impressed anyone. Young defenceman Evan Bouchard, 
handed a job before this camp began, has reached this point after the 
Jets game: 

“I didn’t think he was very good tonight,” Tippett said. “He’s still got to get 
stronger. He’s got to get harder with the puck. There is some puck play 
that has to improve. Some critical area stuff that still can improve.” 

And Josh Archibald, who avoided the vaccine in favour of tweets about 
the “plan-demic” and questioning Dr. Anthony Fauci ended up with the 
heart condition myocarditis. Caused by, wait for it, a case of COVID-19 
over the summer. 

He’s out long-term, and has quite possibly played his last game as an 
Edmonton Oiler. 

Saturday’s game was only preseason. We get it, and so do the players. 

“At this point, we’ve just got to figure it out,” said winger Kailer 
Yamamoto. “Our team, we’ve learned so many lessons, we just need to 
put them to use. There’s no point in re-learning lessons over and over 
and over again. We just need to figure it out.” 

We asked him about Tippett and his take on a 4-3 win. 

“It means he wants it,” said Yamamoto. “For him to be that sour just 
shows how much he wants to win this year. How serious he’s taking it.” 

Consequences. 

The Oilers have been dealing with them ever since a team full of Hall of 
Famers in the 80s played the game with an offensive flair and joie de 
vivre that took them to five Stanley Cups. They’ve tried to play the same 
way ever since, with a tenth of the talent. 

Here in Edmonton, folks have always coveted that long, floating saucer 
pass over a crisp 12-footer. They want their young draft picks on the 
team and playing on the top line, usually well before the player is ready. 
And they covet that same creativity that the old Oilers had — even 
though they may be about five Hall of Famers shy of that roster. 

Mention that Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl need to focus on their 
defensive play, as we did in this space over a year ago, and the fans flip 
their lids. Then, when McDavid and Draisaitl admit that is indeed their 
focus, fans are still apologetic to their stars, they should be asked to take 
care of their own end of the rink. 

Today, we’ve reached a point where Tippett can see the potential of his 
team — if only they can figure out the less sexy areas of the game. He 
doesn’t need another pre-season, 4-3 win. 

He wants a team that can protect that 3-1 lead in the first place. 

“I didn’t like the way we played (Saturday) night at all,” he said Sunday, 
after sleeping on the result. “There wasn’t enough second and third 
effort. We’re trying to build our team game. You can have structure to 
your play, but no structure works if you don’t do the details right. We 
were turning pucks over… Just not enough urgency in the things we 
were doing” 

This team could win the Pacific Division this season, but it doesn’t mean 
the coach will be altogether happy. 

Certainly, a pre-season win over the Jets wasn’t worth much. 

“You’re just trying to get your game in order for the coming year,” he said. 
“I’d rather get mad (Saturday night), or disappointed in how we played, 
than two weeks from now.” 

Or seven months from now. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs star Matthews pushes to do more than 
expected in practice 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 3, 2021, 2:07 PM 

 

TORONTO – With the Toronto Maple Leafs’ season opening in just 10 
days, Auston Matthews made a significant step toward a healthy return 
Sunday. 

The NHL’s reigning goal-scoring champ participated in his first contract 
drills since undergoing wrist surgery in August. 

Although the club has been careful to not place a definitive timeline on 
Matthews’ recovery, the team is encouraged by how quickly his wrist has 
progressed. 

The star centre has stated that he’s aiming to be ready for Toronto’s 
season opener on Oct. 13 versus the Montreal Canadiens. 

“I mean, it’s Auston Matthews. He looks pretty good,” John Tavares said. 

“Just be out there feeling your game, getting those reps, and feeling 
pressure and getting back to game speed, I know he's excited and 
working hard for it. Today, it seemed like a good step for him. 

“He pushes everyone to be better just because he's so good.” 

Matthews centred Mitch Marner and Nick Ritchie in line rushes and 
resumed his usual spot on the flank during the Leafs’ first on-ice run 
through with assistant coach Spencer Carbery’s new-look power-play 
unit. 

“He did a lot more today than we were expecting him to, frankly,” Keefe 
said. “He shot the puck a lot harder today. This is the first time I saw him 
really leaning into one-timers, so it was very clear that he was feeling 
good. 

“He chose to continue going in drills and doing some contact stuff, which 
we didn't expect him to do today. But he wanted to.” 

After 50 minutes of work, Matthews left practice early and did not 
participate in his group’s scrimmage. 

Toronto has three exhibition games this week. It will be considered a 
bonus if Matthews is able to suit up for Saturday’s dress rehearsal versus 
Montreal. 

“We're not pushing for that,” Keefe said. 

“When he says he's ready, and the medical team believes he's ready, 
he'll be in. Whether that's in pre-season, whether that's Game 1, or 
whether it's after that, we don't know. But we're trending in the right 
direction here, for sure.” 
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Leafs' Matthews takes another step in return from wrist surgery 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

Auston Matthews took part in contact drills for the first time at training 
camp.  

"It's a really good step," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He did a lot more 
today than we were expecting, frankly. He shot the puck a lot harder 
today. It's the first time I saw him really leaning into one timers." 

Matthews, who underwent wrist surgery in August, stayed out for most of 
the practice. The only part of the workout he skipped was a scrimmage at 
the end.  

"He got into some contact stuff, which we didn't expect him to do today, 
but he wanted to and felt really good so, of course, that's very positive," 
said Keefe.  

John Tavares broke into a big smile when asked how the Rocket Richard 
Trophy winner looked.  

"I mean, it's Auston Matthews so he looks pretty good," Tavares said. 
"He's a helluva player and he's excited to get back out there and really 
get his game going. He's been working extremely hard on and off the ice 
to get to where he is now." 

There's a chance Matthews could get into some exhibition action this 
week. The Leafs have three pre-season games left: Monday (at Ottawa), 
Tuesday (vs. Montreal) and Saturday (vs. Ottawa).  

"There would be value in that, but we're not pushing for that or anything," 
said Keefe. "When he says he's ready and the medical team believes 
he's ready, he'll be in. Whether that's in pre-season, whether it's Game 1, 
whether it's after that, we don't know, but we're trending in the right 
direction, for sure."  

"Today seemed like a good step for him," said Tavares. "[He's] one of the 
best players in the world so you know what that means to the group and 
to see him progress is fantastic. He pushes everyone to be better just 
because he's so good and also with his work ethic and determination as 
well."  

The Leafs open the regular season on Oct. 13 against the Canadiens.  

Tavares revealed that he and linemate William Nylander have resolved to 
get off to a better start this season.  

"We've challenged each other to come in this year and really get off the 
ground running," Tavares said. "He really wants to take on more of a 
leadership role and make that presence felt amongst the room." 

Nylander is among the most skilled players on the roster, but doesn't 
wear a letter and isn't considered one of the more vocal guys. So, what's 
changed? 

"He just feels that responsibility, it's time for him to take ownership of 
some of those things and wanting to be involved in a lot more," said 
Tavares, "whether it's off the ice or on the ice just with the consistency 
that's needed on a daily basis."  

Nylander led the way with five goals and eight points in the series against 
Montreal in May and has carried that momentum into training camp.  

"He looks good in terms of the way he's skating, the type of shape he 
came in and his mindset and attitude and wanting to be a big presence," 
observed Tavares. "For him, this has been a great camp. He's looked 
tremendous so far."  

Jason Spezza will be glued to the television on Sunday night as Tom 
Brady returns to Foxborough to take on the New England Patriots for the 
first time.  

"I think we'll all be watching the game tonight," Spezza said. "I don't know 
a sports fan that hasn't marvelled at what he's been able to do and then 
to switch teams and do it again." 

Spezza, 38, takes great pride in being able to produce and be a factor in 
the twilight of his career. And he appreciates how Brady, at age 44, 
continues to operate at such a high level.  

What stands out the most?  

"The way he includes his teammates in everything," said Spezza, who 
will often stay out late after practice to work with Toronto's younger 
players. "The way he makes a point of spreading the ball around. The 
way he values teammates ... how he brings guys into work with him 
early. Just the inclusion of his teammates and how it's not just the Brady 
show, it's about his team, I think that allows him to be a better player and 
play longer." 

Keefe is growing alongside Toronto's young core, the captain has 
noticed.  

"He's starting to find a really good balance of encouraging us to play our 
games and maximize our abilities as players within the team concept and 
structure, but also being very demanding and pushing us to be better," 
said Tavares. "He's really, more and more, just continued to get a better 
feel for that ... Our team and type of personalities we have, you can just 
tell he's getting a better feel for it and feel for the group as he spends 
more time here." 

TSN insider Pierre LeBrun reported last week that Keefe signed a two-
year extension in the summer. 

"He and [general manager] Kyle [Dubas] are very much aligned which 
makes it easy for a player to know what's going on," noted alternate 
captain Morgan Rielly.  

"He's got a good feel for the game," said Spezza, "and carries himself in 
a very professional manner and demands a lot out of us. He's a guy that 
deserves it and he's getting better and better as he goes on." 

Sheldon Keefe hasn't been present for the full rebuild of the Maple Leafs 
but he gets set for his first full 82-game season with the team. His players 
talk about how he's evolved as a coach and how he continues to push 
them in the right direction. 

Jake Muzzin spent the first week of camp paired with Timothy Liljegren 
as Keefe linked up veterans with younger players on the blue line.  

"He looks great," Muzzin said of the 22-year-old Swede. "He really 
worked hard this summer. He looks good. He's skating well. He's 
shooting the puck good. He's a smart player, who makes really good 
plays with the puck. I liked his game a lot."  

But with the pre-season schedule now halfway done, Keefe went back to 
some familiar looks at Sunday's practice. Rielly reunited with usual 
partner T.J. Brodie and Muzzin skated with Justin Holl.  

Muzzin and Holl played together much of the last two seasons and have 
formed solid chemistry. During a scene in the Amazon Prime series on 
the Leafs that came out on Friday, Muzzin and Holl were seen hanging 
out in Muzzin's backyard, which featured an area to chip and putt golf 
balls.  

How many times does he have teammates over to golf?  

"Not often," Muzzin said with a grin. "There's a fee. It's a case of beer to 
get on that course."  

Liljegren skated with fellow prospect Filip Kral at practice. Rasmus 
Sandin was paired with Travis Dermott.  
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Friday's Blue-White Game at Scotiabank Arena didn't feature much 
physical play, which is why Nick Robertson stood out. The 20-year-old 
winger bodychecked Mitch Marner in the first period of the intra-squad 
scrimmage.  

"I went in maybe a little too hard on him," Robertson said. "I went in with 
a lot of speed and it looked more intentional [than it was]. I just wanted to 
get on him there." 

"We're competitive out there," said Marner, who pushed Robertson after 
the hit. "Something we talked about from Day 1 of camp is being 
competitive and making sure we're pushing each other each day to be 
better so it's great to see that." 

Keefe certainly approved.  

"I appreciated that play a lot," the coach said. "I mean, first of all, you just 
look at the sequence itself: it's a penalty shot with chasers. The way 
we've set it up, it'd be so easy to kind of glide and give the guy his shot, 
but Nick pushed through there. It's the kind of competitor he is. [The 
game], generally, was a no hitter and we expected some of that, but in 
that moment I appreciated the competitiveness. I think that's what you're 
looking for. You're looking for guys that are going to make it very obvious 
that they're here to win a job. That's what this about. Not everybody is 
willing to do those kind of things so I appreciated that from Nick. I never 
question how much he wants it and what he's willing to do in terms of 
effort and all of that." 

Robertson on hitting Marner: 'I went in maybe a little too hard' 

There wasn't much physical play in Friday's intra-squad scrimmage in 
Toronto, which is why top prospect Nick Robertson's hit on Leafs star 
Mitch Marner stood out. "I went in maybe a little too hard," the 20-year-
old winger said. But Sheldon Keefe appreciated the play. "I never 
question how much he wants it and what he's willing to do in terms of 
effort," the coach said. 

The highlight-reel moment on Friday was supplied by Sandin who pulled 
off a nice deke in the shootout.  

"It was a go-to move [from] when I was younger," the 21-year-old 
defenceman explained. "It's the first thing that came up in my mind and 
luckily it went in. So, it was fun." 

"A helluva move," gushed Marner. "He's a pretty silky player." 

"It was beautiful," added Nylander.  

It was also expected.  

"The shootout goal was outstanding and not overly surprising," said 
Keefe. "I've seen him in practice and watching up top, I kind of predicted 
the move he was going to do and he did it and pulled it off very well. 
When we were going through who the shootout options were going to be 
before the game, I had him on the list as an option." 

Sandin celebrated as he skated by the opposing bench.  

"I was just trying to piss the other guys off a little bit," he said with a 
smile. "It felt good. It always feels good to score a goal." 

Sandin brings a swagger to the game. Earlier in camp, he was asked 
how much he picked Nylander's brain in the summer when they trained 
together. Sandin chuckled and pointed out he'd prefer to do things, "The 
Rasmus Way." 

What's that mean?  

"A lot of times, since I was young, I've been taking some weird decisions, 
no matter if it's hockey or outside of hockey. I always believed in what 
I've been doing and I'm going to keep doing that. So, obviously, it was a 
little bit of a joke too. I'm always learning from Willy ... I'm always hearing 
what the other guys are saying, but trying to go my own way and 
hopefully that will be a good way." 

Care to elaborate on some of those weird decisions?   

"No," Sandin said to laughs.  

Sandin on 'silky' shootout goal, living life 'The Rasmus Way' 

Rasmus Sandin showed off his hands during a shootout in Toronto's 
Blue-White Game on Friday night. "It’s a helluva move," said Mitch 
Marner. "He's a pretty silky player." The defenceman brings a certain 
swagger to the rink and after the game the 21-year-old Swede spoke 
about living life 'The Rasmus Way.' 
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USA TODAY / Edmonton Oilers forward Josh Archibald out indefinitely 
after diagnosis of heart condition myocarditis 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Edmonton Oilers forward Josh Archibald is out indefinitely after being 
diagnosed with myocarditis, an inflammation of the heart muscle. 

Oilers coach Dave Tippett said Sunday that Archibald, 28, also showed 
signs of a previous COVID-19 infection. 

The winger, who wasn't vaccinated, hadn't been feeling well as he 
finished serving his 14-day quarantine after arriving in Edmonton from 
the United States, Tippett said. 

"He had a severe viral infection coming out of his quarantine," he said. 
"He tried to skate for a few days and just wasn’t feeling right, so we got a 
bunch of tests done on him. The tests showed that at some point this 
summer, he had COVID. He tested for the antibodies." 

The tests also detected the condition, which can reduce the heart's ability 
to pump and cause rapid or abnormal heart rhythms, according to the 
Mayo Clinic. 

Oilers goalie Alex Staylock also has been diagnosed with myocarditis 
after a COVID-19 infection and is expected to miss this season. 

Archibald has played the past two seasons with the Oilers after signing 
as a free agent. He's the team's top penalty killer and has had 19 goals 
and 34 points in Edmonton. 

Also Sunday, the Pittsburgh Penguins said forward Jake Guentzel tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
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USA TODAY / NHL hopes to talk to Golden Knights' Robin Lehner about 
his accusations about team medical practices 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 
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The NHL said it hopes to talk to Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin 
Lehner about a series of accusations he had made on Twitter on 
Saturday about team medical practices. 

Lehner implied that unspecified teams offered Ambien and 
benzodiazepines during road trips without prescriptions. 

"This doesn’t happen in Vegas to be clear," he tweeted. "But I know 
many other teams. I also been in on teams that do." 

Lehner, who won the Masterton Trophy for perseverance in 2018-19 after 
revealing that he had been treated for depression, anxiety and addictions 
and had also been diagnosed with bipolar disorder, began his series of 
tweets while linking to a Buffalo News article about Sabres star Jack 
Eichel.  

The former teammate is in a dispute with the Sabres about what type of 
surgery he should have for a neck injury. Eichel's representatives want 
him to have disk replacement surgery, which has never been done on an 
NHL player, while the team wants him to have fusion surgery. Eichel has 
been stripped of his captaincy. 

"Better to have pain for the rest of their lives… At least they will supply 
the pain meds.. same old (expletive)," Lehner tweeted. 

The goalie has played for five NHL teams during his 11-year career. He's 
the undisputed No. 1 goalie this season in Vegas after the Golden 
Knights traded Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre Fleury to the Chicago 
Blackhawks.  

College football report card: Lane Kiffin gets an 'F' 

Lehner, who says he has "stored stories for a year," wants players to 
have a greater say in their medical treatment. 

"I’m 100% an nhl fan," he tweeted. "Love hockey and want the nhl to be 
great. I’m not trying to destroy anything.but do what’s right. It’s time to 
walk away from the old ways and in to the new. Things have to change." 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 10.04.2021 
 
 
 

 

 


