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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta gets second look in preseason loss to Predators in OT  

By Chip Alexander  

Antti Raanta wasn’t happy with the first time he put on a 
Carolina Hurricanes uniform and took the ice for a game. 

It was a preseason exhibition. Win or lose, it didn’t matter. 
The score was irrelevant. 

Unless you were Raanta, the goalie, the man in net trying to 
prevent scores. 

“Obviously seven goals against is not the way you want to 
play,” Raanta said. 

That’s how many Raanta allowed Friday in his first 
preseason start for Carolina, in an 8-5 loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. That’s what made his second preseason start for 
the Canes, against the Nashville Predators on Tuesday at 
PNC Arena, even more important. 

The Predators won 3-2 in a game that had regular-season 
intensity and hitting. It went to overtime — preseason this 
time, not the playoffs — and Philip Tomasino scored the 
winner at 2:49 of OT. 

Canes center Steven Lorentz scored early in the first period 
and winger Jesper Fast blasted in a shot off the rush in the 
third for a 2-2 tie. Raanta faced 34 shots in the game, giving 
up an early goal and power-play goal but giving the Canes a 
generally strong effort. 

“He was good,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said to the 
media. “He made some big saves, especially early when we 
were running around a little bit. He didn’t have a lot of work 
for almost a period, then he made a couple of big saves at 
the end to get us into overtime.” 

Raanta said he wanted to be sharper, better on all the “little 
details” in his second preseason start. Not rush things. Be 
compact in net. Have better balance. 

“It’s about being consistent,” he said in a media interview 
Monday. “You need to be calm in net. Make the saves when 
you need to make them and a few highlight saves here and 
there. That should be good enough in front of this team. Just 
be consistent.” 

And then the Predators scored 27 seconds into Tuesday’s 
game. 

Ryan Johansen took a pass from Matt Duchene and beat 
Raanta for a 1-0 lead on the first shift of the game. 

The Canes didn’t take long to answer. Lorentz, centering the 
Canes’ fourth line, got off a shot from the left circle that 

Juuse Saros stopped. Lorentz stayed on the move, circled 
the net and jammed in the loose puck for a 1-1 tie.  

Raanta steadied after the quick strike, stopping 13 shots in 
the first period. Later in the first, he moved quickly to his right 
to stop a shot by Colton Sissons off the rush, then stopped a 
shorthanded try by Tanner Jeannot in the final minute of the 
opening period. 

The Preds scored on an early second-period power play. 
Duchene redirected a Roman Josi shot from the point for a 
2-1 lead — the Preds were outshot 18-6 in the second but 
kept the lead until Fast tied the score with 6:38 left in 
regulation. 

Raanta, 32, has played more than 200 NHL regular-season 
and playoff games. He realizes it’s the preseason and his 
experience helps. 

“The good thing is you don’t have to take the loss, or lose 
any points,” Raanta said. 

That’s why he was much at ease as he discussed his first 
game. Raanta comes across as easy-going off the ice, with a 
friendly demeanor, a player who’s quick with a quip — 
especially about the other Finns. 

He has called Teuvo Teravainen “goofy” and referred to 
Teravainen, Sebastian Aho and Jesperi Kotkanimei as his 
“kids,” posting a photo on his Instagram account of himself 
and a youthful Kotkaniemi in Finland from years ago. 

That “kids” comment, which he said with a grin, has earned 
him a new nickname on the team: “Father Finn.”  

“If I was 22, I would not be this smiley or this smart about the 
things that went wrong or went right,” he said. “You go back 
on the ice and try to get better on things and build yourself 
for the next game.” 

The Canes brought in Raanta and Frederik Andersen as free 
agents after deciding to allow goalies Petr Mrazek and 
James Reimer to sign elsewhere and trading Alex 
Nedeljkovic to Detroit. Raanta, often injured while playing for 
the Arizona Coyotes, received a two-year, $4 million deal. 

Brind’Amour more or less shook off Raanta’s first game. 

“I’m not too worried about it, yet,” Brind’Amour said to the 
media after Tuesday’s morning skate. “He hasn’t played 
much in a year, year and a half. I just think he needs to get 
game-ready so I’m not too concerned about that. But he’s 
one of the guys who needs to get his feet wet.”
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Hurricanes’ ”new guys” need to become regular guys, but it’s a hard process to rush  

By Luke DeCock  

After two weeks of training camp -- and, for many, several 
weeks more of informal practices here -- they’re still the new 
guys. That’s how they’re described, without hesitation, by 
coaches and teammates alike. 

There’s always a process of integration at the nexus 
between offseason and season, the feeling out of roles and 
learning of new systems, but what’s different for the Carolina 
Hurricanes this season is how many guys are New Guys. 

With the expectations the Hurricanes are facing, and 
justifiably so, there isn’t a lot of time to meander through that 
process. They need all eight of the newcomers, pending 
possibly an additional rookie, to be up to speed -- the speed 
Rod Brind’Amour’s system demands of foot and action and 
thought -- before the season starts on Oct. 14, a day that 
once hovered far off in the distance but is now insistently 
close. 

It’s not really something that can be rushed, nor can it be 
truly incubated in the preseason, even with as veteran a 
lineup as the Hurricanes iced in a 3-2 overtime loss to the 
Nashville Predators on Tuesday. It takes a crucible, real 
games for real stakes with real moments of anger and 
triumph that can bring former opponents together as actual 
teammates. 

Still, once several Hurricanes making their preseason debuts 
shook off some early rust, Tuesday was a step in the right 
direction. 

“You could see things clicking a little bit,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Still a long ways to go, but I liked it. It was positive, for sure.” 

Having a real training camp rather than abbreviated 
scramble is a benefit -- the Hurricanes would have been in a 
difficult position trying to integrate this many new players into 
the roster during the last pandemic-shortened season; they 
unquestionably benefited from continuity on their way to a 
division title -- but it’s not enough. 

Jumping in to defend a new teammate in a scrum. Scoring a 
game-winning goal. Bailing out a lost defenseman with a big 
save. That can’t be hurried. It just has to happen. 

The systems are simple enough. It’s everything else that 
takes time. 

“Every team pretty much plays the same way. Every team 
wants to do the same things,” new Hurricanes defenseman 
Ian Cole said. “Teams go about it different ways, and that’s 
where the reads are going to be a little different, but if you 
keep that same mindset things will work out.” 

The task ahead of the Hurricanes is magnified by the scope 
of the turnover. It starts in goal, where there’s an entirely new 
tandem of Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. Ethan Bear, 
Cole, Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith will all collectively 
try to make up for the departure of Dougie Hamilton while 
adding the defensive depth the Hurricanes lacked last spring. 

It’s easy to forget Derek Stepan is only 31 and would be a 
third-line center for a lot of teams. And then there’s Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, poached from the Montreal Canadiens, ideally a 
key piece for the Hurricanes at center in the long term, but 
for now yet another skilled winger. 

For a team that had more or less the same roster for three 
seasons, with a few tweaks here and there, it’s a lot of 
change, even if it seems like half the roster played for the 
New York Rangers at one point.  

And for a team that found consistent success by developing 
a defined style and identity both on the ice and in the 
dressing room, the acclimatization process is something that 
has to be not only managed but cultivated. It also can’t be 
faked. It has to happen organically. 

“They’ll be new guys for a while,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re 
fitting in great in the locker room. It’s on the ice where we 
haven’t played enough.” 

Tuesday’s preseason game, even with a lineup that was only 
missing a handful of regulars, wasn’t the same as the opener 
against the New York Islanders will be, let alone beyond, all 
of which is right around the corner. But it’s one step closer.
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Category 5: Jarvis, roster battles, Lehner and more from Hurricanes camp 

Carolina is getting closer to the regular season but still has 
several things to consider in the next week 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes’ penultimate 
preseason game, Tuesday’s 3-2 overtime loss to Nashville at 
PNC Arena, may have further clouded the biggest 
unanswered questions the team has heading into next 
week’s start of the NHL season. 

1. If the look in the eyes of the Hurricanes’ Rod Brind’Amour 
wasn’t enough to convince you the coachis leaning toward 
wanting 19-year-old Seth Jarvis on his roster for next 
Thursday’s opening night against the Islanders, his words 
were just as convincing. 

“He certainly doesn’t look like a teenager in his first camp,” 
Brind’Amour said of Jarvis. “That was a real team out there. 
They were coming hard, and he was impressive. That’s all I 
can say. He looks like he belongs in this league, that’s for 
sure.” 

Jarvis, on a line with Nino Niederreiter and fellow rookie Jack 
Drury — who also had another solid performance — looked 
the part of an NHLer in his second exhibition game. Jarvis 
didn’t register a point, but according to NaturalStatTrick.com, 
he had three scoring chances and two high-danger chances 
to go with a pair of rebound chances and 0.63 individual 
expected goals — second-best of any player in the game 
behind Steven Lorentz’s 0.73. 

Those numbers exhibit Jarvis’ willingness to get to the 
difficult spots on the ice, namely the front of the net, and his 
teammates took notice of his effort in all three zones. 

“He certainly has the talent. He certainly has the head for it,” 
defenseman Ian Cole said of Jarvis. “But I think his 
confidence level is high, and he’s trying to make plays. He’s 
making the right reads and playing defense. He’s doing all 
the things that you’d want to see. And I think that, coupled 
with the skill that’s already there, I think he’ll grow and 
mature into a heck of a player.” 

Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes’ brass will now need to 
decide whether Jarvis is best suited for the NHL or if he 
should go back to his junior team, the WHL’s Portland 
Winterhawks. Because Jarvis is only 19, he is ineligible to 
play for the team’s AHL affiliate, the Chicago Wolves. 

“That’s the problem with this system, unfortunately,” 
Brind’Amour said. “There’s still a huge learning curve, there’s 
still a lot of mistakes being made, and that’s just not being 
here and understanding it. But he’s a quick learner from what 

I’ve seen in the time I’ve been with him. So yeah, the system 
on kids like that, I think, definitely doesn’t help them.” 

2. Antti Raanta got his final tuneup of the preseason 
Tuesday and fared much better than his exhibition debut. 
Raanta was shelled for seven goals on 25 shots in the loss in 
Tampa last Friday, but the 32-year-old goalie stopped 31 of 
34 shots Tuesday, and all three of the goals he allowed were 
characterized as high-danger chances by 
NaturalStatTrick.com, with just one of them at 5-on-5. 

“He was good,” Brind’Amour said. “He made some big 
saves, especially early on (when) we were running around a 
little bit. Then he didn’t have a lot of work for, I don’t know, 
maybe almost a period there. And then a couple of saves at 
the end of the game that, really, got us into overtime.” 

3. Coming into training camp, Lorentz and Josh Leivo looked 
like they’d be battling to see who the 12th and 13th forward 
would be on opening night. Lorentz, who scored in the first 
period Tuesday, seems to have solidified his spot with his 
play during camp. 

“I don’t want to say I knew what to expect, but I knew what 
the battle level is going to have to be every single time I 
stepped on the ice coming into this camp,” Lorentz said. “No 
spot is given, especially when you’re trying to break into the 
league. I pride myself on my hard work, and I really think I 
put the work in in the summer, and this is kind of the best I’ve 
ever felt coming to camp.” 

Leivo, meanwhile, hasn’t stood out aside from his team-worst 
minus-4 in last Friday’s 8-5 loss in Tampa Bay. He did not 
play Tuesday. 

With Lorentz solidifying a roster spot, Jarvis’ emergence, 
prospects Drury and Jamieson Rees both having good 
camps, and veteran Stefan Noesen making an impression, 
the path to a spot in the opening night lineup seems paper-
thin for Leivo. 

4. Golden Knights goalie Robin Lehner held a press 
conference Tuesday afternoon to say he had spoken to both 
the NHL and NHLPA regarding a series of Twitter posts he 
made Saturday that touched on a range of topics, including 
medical ethics, mental health, Jack Eichel and more. While 
the NHL — and society as a whole — has come a long way 
in better understanding mental health, pain management and 
concussions, there are still worlds of knowledge and 
treatments that require further examination and 
implementation. 

I asked Brind’Amour — who was one of the league’s most 
durable players during his career — earlier in the day how 
things have changed from when he was on the ice. 
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“I look back, we were doing stuff that just now we don’t do,” 
the Hurricanes coach said regarding pain management 
efforts. “But it wasn’t because they were trying to force guys 
to play. It was just they didn’t know (the effects of the 
treatments). The minute they found out, ‘Oh, you can’t take 
that’ — not allowed to do that anymore. … Whenever they 
find out something new or a better way to do stuff, that’s 
what we always do.” 

It’s a step in the right direction, the same way the league, 
sports and the world have evolved on the treatment of 
concussions. 

“No one knew what they were back in the day,” Brind’Amour 
said of concussions. “I probably had a hundred of ’em based 
on how they do (testing) now. Well, now you know that safety 
is always first with the players. … There’s so much that I 
guess we don’t know, but I think they’re always on it.” 

Lehner singled out Flyers coach Alain Vigneault in his Twitter 
diatribe as one old-schooler who hadn’t caught up with the 
times and insinuated he encouraged players to use pain 
killers, an accusation Vigneault denied. 

For what it’s worth, one source told me the Hurricanes 
training staff is on the right side of this issue and that the 
team’s pain management is generally limited to common, 
over-the-counter pain relievers. 

5. Speaking of injuries, Vincent Trocheck exited Sunday’s 
Red-White Scrimmage with what Brind’Amour described as a 
“middle-body” injury. Trocheck sat out practices on Monday 
and Tuesday, and he did not play in Tuesday’s preseason 
game. 

Brind’Amour said the team was just being overly cautious 
with Trocheck and that he should be fine for the start of the 
season.
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Recap: Canes' Strong Second Half Not Enough Against Nashville 

Nashville scored with under three minutes to go in overtime 
to secure a 3-2 victory 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up the 
home portion of their preseason schedule Tuesday night, 
concluding it with a 3-2 overtime loss to the Nashville 
Predators. 

"I thought the first half was a little rough. For the guys that 
hadn't played, the pace wasn't quite up to speed," Rod 
Brind'Amour began with post-game. 

Nashville opened the contest with a goal just 27 seconds in, 
as Ryan Johansen was able to tuck a rebound effort behind 
Antti Raanta, who was making his second consecutive start 
in net for the team. 

Thankfully Carolina was able to respond relatively quickly 
though, as a chaotic scene that began with a Steven Lorentz 
shot from the left wing eventually finished with the team's 
equalizer. As a crowd of Predators and Canes alike gathered 
in Juuse Saros' crease in search of the loose puck, Lorentz 
was able to swing behind the net and appear on the other 
post to poke it home. 

After the two goals on the first six shots of the night, things 
then drifted toward normalcy. Sans a Matt Duchene power 
play goal to start the second period, the head coach was 
much more in favor of the way things went from there. 

"The second half was exactly the way we want to play," 
Brind'Amour continued. "I actually feel really good about the 
game. The result? Whatever. But overall, I would much 
rather play the way we played in the second half than the 
other way around." 

Tripling the shots output of their opponent in the middle 
period, Carolina wasn't able to tie the score at that juncture, 
but they were able to put strong pressure on the Predators. 

That pressure appeared to have built some confidence that 
stemmed into the third, where then the game would 
eventually become 2-2. Ian Cole made himself well-noticed 
in the final 20 minutes, starting with a thunderous hit along 
the wall that caught the attention of the crowd. Then, with 
under seven minutes remaining, he was able to fit a pass 
through a seam from his own blue line to Jesper Fast along 
the far wall to setup the game-tying tally. 

With speed in front of the team's benches, Fast retrieved the 
perfectly-placed delivery and a short handful of strides later 

wound up for a healthy blast that made its way to the back of 
the net. 

Entering the late stages of the game still knotted at 2-2, the 
two sides made their way to overtime, setting the stage for 
yet another Carolina-Nashville sudden death finish. 

In comparison to last season's playoffs, this one had just a 
tiny little less on the line though. Nashville's Philip Tomasino 
was able to beat Raanta from out in front of his cage with 
2:12 to go in the overtime period, making good on a feed 
from down low by Filip Forsberg. 

Beyond The Final 

Jarvis Making Life Tough 
Skating alongside Nino Niederreiter and Jack Drury, a lot of 
the post-game attention was surrounding forward Seth 
Jarvis. The 19-year-old made his presence felt once again, 
and despite only officially recording two shots on goal, it was 
the jousting in front of the net with Roman Josi, and blocked 
shot in his own end during overtime that his head coach took 
notice of. 

"He played pretty well. He certainly doesn't look like a 
teenager in his first camp," Brind'Amour said. "He was 
impressive, that's all I can say. He looks like he belongs in 
this league for sure." 

You can sense in every bit of Brind'Amour's tone that Jarvis 
is building his case more and more every day, leaving both 
the head coach and General Manager Don Waddell with a 
very difficult decision to be made within the next 10 days. 

Onward to Nashville 
It's an incredibly positive sign that Brind'Amour is pleased 
with the way his team has played (for the most part) in the 
last two games. The result in both games has not favored the 
Canes, but he's made clear that that's not what this is about 
this time of year.   

The process is in place and the team is getting closer each 
day to being ready for when it counts next week. 

"That's the beauty of the preseason," Lorentz said when 
reflecting on the bigger picture. "A loss is a loss and nobody 
wants to lose, but there's so many positives we can take 
away from that game. Early on we showed a lot of rust, and 
that's to be expected. That's what preseason is for, but 
eventually as the game went on we started to get into our 
habits and got a little bit better." 

The Canes round out their preseason schedule Saturday 
afternoon in Nashville at 4 p.m.
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Oct. 5: NHL Preseason Roundup 

Kraken shut out Canucks; Kings' Byfield injured; Lee scores 
goal for Islanders in return 

Philipp Grubauer made 38 saves in the first shutout for the 
Seattle Kraken, a 4-0 preseason win against the Vancouver 
Canucks at Rogers Arena in Vancouver on Tuesday. 

Vince Dunn scored two goals, Ryan Donato (power play) and 
Nathan Bastian scored, and Calle Jarnkrok and Morgan 
Geekie each had two assists for Seattle. 

Thatcher Demko made 21 saves for Vancouver. 

The Kraken finished the preseason 4-2-0. They will play their 
inaugural regular-season opener at the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Oct. 12. 

Coyotes 4, Kings 1: Lawson Crouse had two goals and an 
assist for the Arizona Coyotes in a 4-1 preseason win 
against the Los Angeles Kings at Staples Center in Los 
Angeles on Tuesday. 

Crouse's second goal, on the power play, gave the Coyotes 
a 2-1 lead 5:30 into the third period. 

Conor Timmins had a goal and an assist, Loui Eriksson 
scored, and Carter Hutton made 38 saves for Arizona. 

Gabriel Vilardi scored a power-play goal, and Jonathan 
Quick made 16 saves for Los Angeles. 

Kings forward Quinton Byfield was helped off the ice 2:18 
into the third period after he was checked into the boards by 
Coyotes forward Christian Fischer. 

The start of the game was delayed after linesman Ryan 
Gibbons collided with Coyotes forward Liam O'Brien. 
Gibbons was taken off the ice on a stretcher. 

Maple Leafs 6, Canadiens 2: Nick Ritchie scored two goals 
for the Toronto Maple Leafs in a 6-2 preseason win against 
the Montreal Canadiens at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto on 
Tuesday. 

Mitchell Marner and John Tavares each had two assists for 
Toronto, which outshot Montreal 44-22. Petr Mrazek made 
20 saves for the Maple Leafs, and Ilya Mikheyev, Brennan 
Menell, Semyon Der-Arguchintsev and Brett Seney scored. 

Joel Armia had a goal and an assist for Montreal, and Alex 
Belzile scored. Sam Montembeault made 38 saves. 

Islanders 3, Flyers 0: Anders Lee scored in his first game 
since March 11 for the New York Islanders, a 3-0 preseason 
win against the Philadelphia Flyers at Webster Bank Arena in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, on Tuesday. 

Lee, who missed the final two months of the regular season 
and the entire 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs because of a knee 
injury, gave the Islanders a 2-0 lead at 19:05 of the first 
period. 

"It felt good to be out there," he said. "Nice to get on the ice 
and be with the boys. I think it wasn't the prettiest of games 
overall. I think it was kind of a sloppy game, but it felt good at 
times and we continue to build on this. 

"I wasn't really nervous about the knee or anything like that. I 
knew it's in a good spot, it's in a good place. We've come a 
long way. Honestly, it's just getting reps in a game, just like 
any other preseason, getting ready for the year." 

Lee skated on their top forward line with Mathew Barzal and 
Kyle Palmieri. 

Cory Schneider made 24 saves for the shutout, and Anthony 
Beauvillier and Josh Bailey scored power-play goals for New 
York. 

Martin Jones made 28 saves for Philadelphia. 

Panthers 3, Lightning 2: Owen Tippett scored twice for the 
Florida Panthers in a 3-2 preseason win against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning at Amway Center in Orlando, Florida, on 
Tuesday.  

Tippett's first goal on a breakaway off a turnover put Florida 
ahead 2-1 at 2:23 of the third period. Frank Vatrano scored, 
and Spencer Knight made 23 saves for the Panthers, who 
have not lost in the preseason (5-0-0). 

Pierre-Edouard Bellemare scored his first goal for the 
Lightning after signing as a free agent July 28.  

Mikhail Sergachev scored, and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 16 
saves for the Lightning (1-4-0). 

Predators 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT): Philip Tomasino scored 2:49 
into overtime to give the Nashville Predators a 3-2 preseason 
win against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, on Tuesday. 

Tomasino scored at the top of the goal crease after Filip 
Forsberg won a puck battle and fed him from behind the net.  

Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene each had a goal and an 
assist, Forsberg had two assists, and Juuse Saros made 40 
saves for the Predators. 

Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz each had a goal and an 
assist, and Antti Raanta made 31 saves for the Hurricanes. 
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Penguins 5, Sabres 4 (SO): Drew O'Connor scored twice, 
and Jason Zucker scored the deciding goal in the ninth round 
of the shootout for the Pittsburgh Penguins in a 5-4 
preseason win against the Buffalo Sabres at PPG Paints 
Arena in Pittsburgh on Tuesday. 

Kasperi Kapanen tied the game 4-4 with 53 seconds 
remaining in the third period for the Penguins. 

Kapanen had a goal and an assist, Radim Zohorna scored, 
and Casey DeSmith made 23 saves for Pittsburgh. 

Brett Murray, Vinnie Hinostroza, Victor Olofsson (power play) 
and Anders Bjork scored, Dylan Cozens had two assists, and 
Dustin Tokarski made 17 saves on 18 shots in 30:15 for 
Buffalo. Aaron Dell made 19 saves on 22 shots in relief. 

Stars 3, Blues 1: Braden Holtby made 27 saves for the 
Dallas Stars in a 3-1 preseason win against the St. Louis 
Blues at American Airlines Center in Dallas on Tuesday. 

Luke Glendening gave the Stars a 2-1 lead 6:21 into the third 
period, and Jamie Benn scored into an empty net at 18:17 
for the 3-1 final. 

Joel Hanley put the Stars ahead 1-0 10:03 into the second 
period before Niko Mikkola tied it 1-1 at 11:16. 

Jordan Binnington made 26 saves for the Blues. 

Golden Knights 7, Avalanche 4: Peyton Krebs had a goal 
and three assists, helping the Vegas Golden Knights defeat 
the Colorado Avalanche 7-4 in a preseason game at Ball 
Arena in Denver on Tuesday. 

Alec Martinez scored twice, William Karlsson, Jake 
Leschyshyn and Reilly Smith each had a goal and an assist, 
and Alex Pietrangelo had two assists for the Golden Knights. 

Keegan Kolesar scored for Vegas, and Logan Thompson 
made 34 saves. 

Martinez and Pietrangelo, the Golden Knights' top defense 
pair, each was plus-4. Krebs was plus-5. 

Mikko Rantanen and Andre Burakovsky each scored twice, 
and Nathan MacKinnon and Nazem Kadri each had two 
assists for the Avalanche. Pavel Francouz saved 18 of 20 
shots before leaving at 9:49 of the second period with a 
lower-body injury. Jonas Johansson made 13 saves in relief.
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Lapierre, Jarvis among the biggest surprises of NHL camps 

By Stephen Whyno 

ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — The hole in the middle of the 
Washington Capitals lineup with Niklas Backstrom out 
injured looked looked tailor made for 2019 first-round pick 
Connor McMichael, who impressed last season as a rookie 
in the American Hockey League. 

The spot still might be his. But 2020 first-rounder Hendrix 
Lapierre, who is a year younger and came in with less 
fanfare, has been among the biggest training camp surprises 
around the NHL and could land a spot on the opening night 
roster. 

“If I want to be in that opening lineup, I have to push (myself) 
every day and make sure I’m ready and do the small things 
correctly,” Lapierre said. “It’s there, for sure, but right now my 
goal is to keep improving and learning new stuff each and 
every day.” 

Lapierre, 19, put up four points in his first two preseason 
games, held his own in drills against Alex Ovechkin and has 
been put in positions to succeed by the coaching staff. He 
probably still needs to add more strength to handle a full 82-
game season, but Lapierre is a strong skater and has kept 
pace. 

“He’s done well so far with his game: his creativity, his 
speed,” coach Peter Laviolette said. “Certainly skating hasn’t 
been an issue.” 

Unlike McMichael, who at 20 can return to Hershey of the 
AHL, Lapierre must go back to juniors if he’s not in the NHL 
and cannot be recalled except in an emergency basis. He 
can play up to nine games without burning a year of his 
entry-level contract, and Lapierre’s vision and way he sees 
the game might be enough to earn him a tryout while 
Backstrom is on the shelf. 

SETH JARVIS, CAROLINA 

Taken nine spots ahead of Lapierre, forward Seth Jarvis has 
stuck around at Carolina’s camp longer than expected and is 
a candidate to play right away for the Hurricanes.  

Jarvis has skated alongside Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian 
Aho and Nino Niederreiter and gotten some power-play looks 
in practice. He told reporters the team has not told him much 
about the future, which is either sticking in the NHL or going 
back to juniors. 

“They want me to focus defensively,” Jarvis said. “They know 
I can play with the puck, and in the offensive zone, it’s just 
more focused away from the puck and (in the) D zone I have 
a responsibility, so it’s just learning that way.” 

SHANE PINTO, OTTAWA 

While the biggest story line at Senators camp is the absence 
of unsigned restricted free agent forward Brady Tkachuk, the 
emergence of center Shane Pinto is a close second. 

Pinto has been skating on Ottawa’s second line between 
2020 No. 3 pick Tim Stützle and high-scoring winger Connor 
Brown. After playing at the University of North Dakota, Pinto 
got a taste of the NHL by playing in 12 games late last 
season and put up seven points. 

Coach D.J. Smith called Pinto one of the best players so far 
at camp, and now the 2019 first-rounder looks like a big 
piece of the Senators’ youth movement. 

EVGENY SVECHNIKOV, WINNIPEG 

The brother of Carolina star Andrei Svechnikov, Evgeny is at 
Jets camp on a tryout and inching closer to getting a 
contract. The 24-year-old wasn’t tendered a qualifying offer 
by Detroit after putting up eight points in 21 games last 
season.  

Coach Paul Maurice told reporters he likes what he has seen 
from Svechnikov, who represents untapped potential at what 
could be a bargain price. 

“He doesn’t mind going to the net,” Maurice said. “He’s got 
some hands on him, and he makes some good plays and I 
think he understands the game. How he fits with other 
people will be a really important thing for him going forward, 
but he’s had a good camp.” 

MICHAEL BUNTING, TORONTO 

Lost in the Maple Leafs’ star power of Auston Matthews, 
Mitch Marner, John Tavares and William Nylander is their 
trial-and-error process to build around a core that has yet to 
make it past the first round of the playoffs. Gritty Nick Ritchie 
and skilled Ondrej Kase are part of the new mix, but so is 
Bunting, who signed a $1.9 million, two-year contract as a 
free agent. 

No player has more preseason goals than Bunting’s four 
(through Sunday), and he is projected to start the season 
alongside Tavares. 

“He’s been kind of a late bloomer: someone who’s had to 
prove a lot of people wrong and just always had that attitude 
of finding a way,” Tavares told reporters. 

Bunting, 26, has 14 points in 26 NHL games with Arizona, 
but his camp showing is no surprise to Maple Leafs general 
manager Kyle Dubas, who drafted him in the Ontario Hockey 
League with Sault Ste. Marie. Bunting could now be one of 
the missing pieces of Toronto’s Stanley Cup puzzle.
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Hurricanes-Predators preseason home finale: Three thoughts 

A pair of bottom-six players stood out, the new-look D corps 
got its first trial and more.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

After Tuesday night’s 3-2 overtime loss against the Nashville 
Predators at PNC Arena, the Hurricanes have just one more 
dress rehearsal before the games start for real in the 2021-
22 season. 

With the usual caveat that anything that happened in a 
preseason game should be taken with a grain of salt, there’s 
a few interesting observations to take from Tuesday night’s 
game, let’s get to them:  

1. Seth Jarvis forcing a tough decision - The Hurricanes are 
going to have a hell of a choice in whether or not to keep top 
prospect Seth Jarvis with the big club or send him back to 
juniors. Even coming into camp off a great showing in the 
prospects showcase, he was going to need to completely 
blow the doors off to have a shot at making the team given 
the Hurricanes’ forward depth.  

Two preseason games in, he’s doing his best to do exactly 
that. Jarvis again didn’t look out of place Tuesday night, this 
time playing in a game that featured mostly NHL lineups on 
both sides. He finished with two shots on goal and used his 
speed and creativity to generate numerous scoring chances. 
He also once again played bigger than his size, engaging in 
board battles down low and creating some havoc in front of 
the net.  

2. Strong night for Lorentz and Fast - One area of 
improvement the Hurricanes are hoping for is more scoring 
from their bottom-six forwards this season, and two players 
who figure to play in that grouping showed some promise in 
that regard Tuesday night.  

The forward line of Jesper Fast, Steven Lorentz and C.J. 
Smith came up with both of the Canes’ regulation goals, from 
Lorentz and Fast.  

In the first period, the trio crashed the net and Lorentz 
popped home a rebound. With about six minutes left in the 
third period and the Hurricanes trailing 2-1, Fast took a 
stretch pass from Ian Cole down the wing and blasted a shot 
past Saros to knot things up.  

Offensive confidence for your bottom six is always a good 
thing, and Lorentz and Fast should both feel good about their 
games after Tuesday night.  

3. First look at new D corps - Other than between the pipes, 
the Hurricanes’ blue line saw the most changes in a busy 
offseason, with as many as four new faces expected to be on 
the opening night roster in Brendan Smith (the likely extra), 
Tony DeAngelo, Cole and Ethan Bear. Tuesday night was 
the first look we got at the expected starting six, with 
DeAngelo paired with Jaccob Slavin, Cole with Bear and 
Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce reuniting.  

It wasn’t perfect, with a few turnovers and breakdowns (the 
Predators’ goal 27 seconds into the game was a shift to 
forget for Skjei and Pesce in particular), but for the most part 
the new group played well against a veteran-heavy 
Predators lineup, not forcing Antti Raanta to make many 
high-quality saves. 

Cole and Bear were impressive at both ends of the ice, with 
Bear generating five shots and getting pucks through from 
the point consistently, and Cole hitting Fast with the 
aforementioned stretch pass on the game-tying goal. 

There could yet be some growing pains for the new D corps 
to start the season, but Tuesday was an encouraging start.
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They said it: Rod Brind’Amour, Ian Cole, Steven Lorentz on preseason overtime loss 

Rod Brind’Amour, Ian Cole and Steven Lorentz spoke to the 
media after Tuesday night’s game against Nashville.  

By Andrew Schnittker  

Following a 3-2 overtime loss to the Nashville Predators 
Tuesday night, the Hurricanes are one step closer to the real 
thing.  

Rod Brind’Amour, Ian Cole and Ethan Bear spoke to the 
media following the game, here’s a full breakdown of 
everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his thoughts on the overall game: I thought the first half 
was a little rough. I think the guys that hadn’t played, the 
pace wasn’t quite up to speed. Then I thought in the second 
half the game was really, really good. It was exactly how we 
want to play, so it feels nice. I feel really good about the 
game. Obviously the result, whatever. Overall, I’d much 
rather finish the second half and play that way than the other 
way around. It’s a positive for me.  

On Seth Jarvis: He played pretty well. He certainly doesn’t 
look like a teenager in his first camp. That was a real team 
out there. They were coming hard. He was impressive. 
That’s all I can say. He looks like he belongs in this league, 
that’s for sure.  

On Ethan Bear and Ian Cole: They were a real good, solid 
pair. This is why I love playing these games. I don’t know 
these players, really. Now I get to see it. You know they can 
play defense, but they created a lot of offense too, which was 
great. They had a really good game, solid game. Probably 
our best pair back there tonight.  

On if it’s hard to think of a kid like Jarivs playing in junior: For 
sure. That’s the problem with the system, unfortunately. 
There’s still a huge learning curve. There’s still a lot of 
mistakes being made, and that’s not just from not being here 
and understanding it, but he’s a quick learner from what I’ve 
seen in the time I’ve been with him. So yeah, the system on 
kids like that, it definitely doesn’t help them.  

On if the second half of the game made him feel better about 
where the team is: Exactly. That’s what I meant. I didn’t like 
how we were playing in the first period, then we started 
getting a little better. It felt like, ‘Oh man, we’re not doing 
things how we want.’ But then you could see things clicking a 
little bit. Still a long ways to go, but it was positive for sure.  

On if Jarvis will play in the final preseason game: We’ll kind 
of take a breath here and see. We’ve got a couple of days. 
There’s a lot that goes into a decision like this. You don’t 
want to rush a kid, for sure. That’s the worst thing you can 
do. But put it this way, he’s doing all he can do. That’s what 
you like.  

On if he feels similarly about Jack Drury: That one is 
different. He played well, too. He didn’t look out of place. The 
first couple of preseason games were hard to judge because 
they weren’t really the lineups that you’re going to see. 
Tonight they had a real good NHL lineup and played hard. 

They were playing to win, and he didn’t look out of place. 
That’s good. A good showing for our young guys, for sure.  

On Antti Raanta: He was good. He made some big saves, 
especially early when we were running around a little bit. 
Then he didn’t really have a lot of work for, I don’t know, 
almost a period there. He made a couple of big saves there 
at the end of the game to get us into overtime.  

Steven Lorentz 

On if he’s earned his spot on the roster: Yeah. I think I put a 
lot of work in this summer, and obviously coming off of last 
season, I don’t want to say I knew what to expect, but I knew 
what the battle level was going to have to be every single 
time I stepped on the ice coming into this camp.  

No spot is given, especially when you are trying to break into 
the league. I’m proud of myself for my hard work, and I think 
I really put the work in in the summer and this is kind of the 
best I’ve ever felt coming into camp. I just try to play a simple 
game, and I don’t try to do too much. Obviously the offense 
is nice. Seeing the puck go in tonight, it’s a bit of a sigh of 
relief. I didn’t have too many last year. I felt good tonight 
working with my line, and I feel like overall we had a pretty 
good game.  

On if this game felt more like a regular season game: 
Absolutely. We played those guys, it felt like, 100 times at 
the end of last season. I think that rivalry is still there a little 
bit. As you could tell, as the game went on the rough stuff 
started to pick up and the game was a little chippy. Guys 
were starting to throw some more hits.  

That’s the intensity that was brought in the playoffs, and it’s 
nice to see that carry over. Those games are a lot of fun to 
be a part of. You never don’t have your legs in those games 
because the intensity is always on and you’re always 
engaged. It’s nice to have that competition. I hope every 
game is like that.  

On if they got into their game Tuesday despite the end result: 
Yeah, and that’s the beauty of preseason. Coach came in 
and told us that it’s preseason, so at the end of the day it 
doesn’t really matter. A loss is a loss and nobody wants to 
lose, but there’s so many positives we can take away from 
that game. Early on we showed a little bit of rust, and that’s 
to be expected. That’s what preseason is for. But eventually 
as the game went on, we started to get into our habits a little 
bit better. Once we started playing our game, I think you 
could tell we were a little bit more relentless in their end. All 
in all, there’s a lot of good we can take away from the second 
half of that game. We’ll go to video tomorrow and look over 
our mistakes and the things we did well.  

Ian Cole 

On if it felt more like a regular season game Tuesday: Yeah, 
I think it did. Certainly the pace was up and mistakes were 
getting taken advantage of. I thought we did a pretty good 
job later in the game. I think earlier we were still knocking a 
little bit of rust off with our full unit, but I think as the game 
went on we got stronger and stronger. I think that it was 
certainly a good stepping stone going forward.  
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On where he feels the group is in terms of getting on the 
same page: I think that we’re all in a pretty good spot, to be 
honest. I’m not going to say that there’s not going to be some 
things here and there that might be a little different, but for 
the most part every team in this league wants to play 
similarly. They want to give no time, no space. They want to 
close quick. They want to end plays, transition and go play 
on offense.  

Using that as a foundation, every team pretty much plays the 
same. Every team wants to do the same thing. They go 
about it in different ways, and that’s where the reads are 
going to be a little bit different, but if you keep that same 
mindset then it will all kind of work out.  

On playing with Ethan Bear: I thought we played well. 
There’s certainly room for improvement there, and it’s only 
the preseason. But I think for the most part we did a good 
job. I think that he reads the game well. He’s aggressive. He 

knows when to play defense and when to play offense. He 
skates really well. I think we read off each other pretty well 
with the limited amount of time that we’ve played together. 
Like I said, it’s a good stepping stone for us as a team and 
us as a pair and us as a D corps, too.  

On Seth Jarvis: I think he’s been great, to be honest. You 
can see the confidence that he plays with, which is one of 
the biggest determining factors in my mind of guys that are 
going to be able to kind of wade through and stay continuing 
to grow, mature and get better. I think he has that. He 
certainly has the talent. He has the head for it. But I think his 
confidence level is high, and he’s trying to make plays. He’s 
making the right reads. He’s playing defense. He’s doing all 
of the things that you want to see. I think that coupled with 
the skill that is already there, I think he’ll grow and mature 
into a heck of a player.

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254789422.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/article254788932.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/category-5-jarvis-roster-battles-lehner-and-more-from-hurricanes-camp/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-strong-second-half-not-enough-against-nashville/c-326613370 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-preseason-results-recap-october-5/c-326606166 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-ottawa-senators-toronto-maple-leafs-winnipeg-jets-9eab3e720a8df2b31b2e35b8e9720985 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/5/22711920/carolina-hurricanes-seth-jarvis-ethan-bear-ian-cole-jesper-fast 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/5/22711963/rod-brindamour-steven-lorentz-ian-cole-seth-jarvis-carolina-hurricanes 
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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta gets second look in preseason loss to 
Predators in OT 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED OCTOBER 05, 2021 11:07 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

Antti Raanta wasn’t happy with the first time he put on a Carolina 
Hurricanes uniform and took the ice for a game. 

It was a preseason exhibition. Win or lose, it didn’t matter. The score was 
irrelevant. 

Unless you were Raanta, the goalie, the man in net trying to prevent 
scores. 

“Obviously seven goals against is not the way you want to play,” Raanta 
said. 

That’s how many Raanta allowed Friday in his first preseason start for 
Carolina, in an 8-5 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. That’s what made 
his second preseason start for the Canes, against the Nashville 
Predators on Tuesday at PNC Arena, even more important. 

The Predators won 3-2 in a game that had regular-season intensity and 
hitting. It went to overtime — preseason this time, not the playoffs — and 
Philip Tomasino scored the winner at 2:49 of OT. 

Canes center Steven Lorentz scored early in the first period and winger 
Jesper Fast blasted in a shot off the rush in the third for a 2-2 tie. Raanta 
faced 34 shots in the game, giving up an early goal and power-play goal 
but giving the Canes a generally strong effort. 

“He was good,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said to the media. “He 
made some big saves, especially early when we were running around a 
little bit. He didn’t have a lot of work for almost a period, then he made a 
couple of big saves at the end to get us into overtime.” 

Raanta said he wanted to be sharper, better on all the “little details” in his 
second preseason start. Not rush things. Be compact in net. Have better 
balance. 

“It’s about being consistent,” he said in a media interview Monday. “You 
need to be calm in net. Make the saves when you need to make them 
and a few highlight saves here and there. That should be good enough in 
front of this team. Just be consistent.” 

And then the Predators scored 27 seconds into Tuesday’s game. 

Ryan Johansen took a pass from Matt Duchene and beat Raanta for a 1-
0 lead on the first shift of the game. 

The Canes didn’t take long to answer. Lorentz, centering the Canes’ 
fourth line, got off a shot from the left circle that Juuse Saros stopped. 

Lorentz stayed on the move, circled the net and jammed in the loose 
puck for a 1-1 tie. 

Raanta steadied after the quick strike, stopping 13 shots in the first 
period. Later in the first, he moved quickly to his right to stop a shot by 
Colton Sissons off the rush, then stopped a shorthanded try by Tanner 
Jeannot in the final minute of the opening period. 

The Preds scored on an early second-period power play. Duchene 
redirected a Roman Josi shot from the point for a 2-1 lead — the Preds 
were outshot 18-6 in the second but kept the lead until Fast tied the 
score with 6:38 left in regulation. 

Raanta, 32, has played more than 200 NHL regular-season and playoff 
games. He realizes it’s the preseason and his experience helps. 

“The good thing is you don’t have to take the loss, or lose any points,” 
Raanta said. 

That’s why he was much at ease as he discussed his first game. Raanta 
comes across as easy-going off the ice, with a friendly demeanor, a 
player who’s quick with a quip — especially about the other Finns. 

He has called Teuvo Teravainen “goofy” and referred to Teravainen, 
Sebastian Aho and Jesperi Kotkanimei as his “kids,” posting a photo on 
his Instagram account of himself and a youthful Kotkaniemi in Finland 
from years ago. 

That “kids” comment, which he said with a grin, has earned him a new 
nickname on the team: “Father Finn.” 

“If I was 22, I would not be this smiley or this smart about the things that 
went wrong or went right,” he said. “You go back on the ice and try to get 
better on things and build yourself for the next game.” 

The Canes brought in Raanta and Frederik Andersen as free agents after 
deciding to allow goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer to sign 
elsewhere and trading Alex Nedeljkovic to Detroit. Raanta, often injured 
while playing for the Arizona Coyotes, received a two-year, $4 million 
deal. 

Brind’Amour more or less shook off Raanta’s first game. 

“I’m not too worried about it, yet,” Brind’Amour said to the media after 
Tuesday’s morning skate. “He hasn’t played much in a year, year and a 
half. I just think he needs to get game-ready so I’m not too concerned 
about that. But he’s one of the guys who needs to get his feet wet.” 
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For Canes forward Stelio Mattheos, ‘battle mode’ takes on a whole 
different meaning 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED OCTOBER 05, 2021 10:21 AM 
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A smiling Stelio Mattheos came striding into the room wearing a gray 
Carolina Hurricanes T-shirt, ready for a media interview during training 
camp, and it was easy noticing his head full of curly dark hair. 

It also was hard not thinking back to another, darker time two years ago. 

In September 2019, Mattheos had no hair when the forward spoke with 
the media during the Canes’ preseason training camp. He had lost it 
during treatments for cancer that had put a hold on his hockey career 
and left the forward from Winnipeg, Manitoba, with a lot more life 
questions than answers. 

The recovery would last longer than he wanted. He would not feel 
significantly “normal” again on the ice, in terms of his conditioning and 
skating, for a long time. 

“Probably until this offseason,” he said in the interview last week at PNC 
Arena. “I had two groin surgeries, so it was pretty tough and I still have to 
do a lot of maintenance now and take care of it. But I’m feeling healthy 
again and I’m ready to go. 

“I’m just excited to play every day, excited for the season. Things are 
looking more positive these days.” 

Mattheos will start the 2021-22 season with the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League. He was one of the players assigned Saturday 
by the Canes to their AHL affiliate. 

But, no complaints. For a player just 22, what a journey it has been. 

Mattheos was taken by Carolina in the third round of the 2017 NHL Draft, 
the 73rd overall pick. He had size — at 6-1 and about 190 pounds, he 
was said to “play a heavy game.” And he continued to show steady 
development, playing for the Brandon Wheat Kings in the Western 
Hockey League — 87 goals and 186 points in 133 games during the 
2017-18 and 2018-19 seasons. 

Mattheos joined the Charlotte Checkers, then the Canes’ American 
Hockey League affiliate in the 2018-19 season after the Wheat Kings 
failed to reach the WHL playoffs. His year was far from over as he played 
11 regular-season games for the Checkers, then 14 in the playoffs as 
Charlotte won its first Calder Cup championship. 

There was much for Mattheos to celebrate. But there was a nagging, 
worrisome groin pain. 

‘IT’S ABOUT REAL LIFE’ 

Two days after the Calder Cup playoffs ended, Mattheos was diagnosed 
with testicular cancer. 

As Mattheos put it, he had “one of the happiest days of my life followed 
by one of the saddest days of my life, one of the scariest days of my life.” 

Mattheos had chemotherapy treatments and surgery. He said he lost 
about 10 to 15 pounds — and his hair. He took small steps in recovery, 
then bigger ones. He slowly regained weight. 

“It was extremely tough,” he said. “Extremely tough physically. Tougher, 
mentally, as well ... You have to adopt that warrior mentality. You’re 
never feeling good, you’re uncertain about things. 

“I think as athletes we’re really conditioned physically to deal with any 
injuries or illness that kind of comes our way. Mentally, it’s a lot bigger 
grind, I found. It took a while to feel like myself again.” 

Mattheos said he went into a “battle mode” to get through it, knowing at 
the same time it wasn’t about being hockey tough. 

“It’s about real life,” he said. 

It helped to have a large support group of family, friends and teammates, 
he said, and that others that he did not know also reached out to say 
they, too, were facing cancer but had heard his story and were inspired 
by it. 

“I’m happy I can help others,” he said. “If there is anyone who needs 
someone who has been through that, I’m here for them.” 

SLOW RETURN TO HOCKEY 

Mattheos finally was strong enough to rejoin the Checkers in November 
2019. Then came a lower-body injury that kept him off the ice until 
February 2020. 

Then came the pandemic that kept everyone off the ice, ending the 
season. 

The Canes moved their AHL affiliation to Chicago for the 2020-21 
season, but the pandemic postponed the that league’s start. Mattheos 
played just six games for Chicago and another three in the ECHL, still 
trying to build himself back into the kind of player he once was, the one 
the Canes drafted. 

“It’s a testament to him and all he’s gone through, just sticking with it,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He’s a hockey player now. We just 
look at him as one of the guys. We’re really happy for him that he’s 
fought back and he’s ready to play.” 

Mattheos recently was selected for the Canes’ team that competed in an 
NHL Prospects Showcase hosted by the Tampa Bay Lightning. He was 
uber-physical on the ice, getting into a few skirmishes and spending time 
in the penalty box. 

“Trying to play hard,” Mattheos said. “That’s kind of my game. I don’t 
want to be scared. I just like to play like a power forward and don’t shy 
away from anything. Compete every shift and play the style they want me 
to here.” 

Scared? Stelio Mattheos has been there. Compete? Mattheos is doing 
that. One thing about a life-changing health scare: It makes you a realist. 

“I just want to prove I can show my old form and keep improving,” 
Mattheos said. 

Jokingly told his hair proved it can come back to its old form, he smiled. 

“It’s a little curlier,” he said, “but I’m having some fun with it now.” 
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AAF bankruptcy: Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon claims he, not defunct 
league’s players, should get millions 

 

By Daniel Kaplan  

Oct 5, 2021  

  

Tom Dundon, the billionaire owner of the Carolina Hurricanes, argued in 
court this week that he, and not hundreds of minor-league football 
players, should be eligible to receive millions of dollars due as part of a 
preliminary settlement of the defunct Alliance of American Football 
bankruptcy. 

Dundon bought the AAF in February 2019 and shut it down April 2, 2019, 
ending the inaugural season two games early, which he now argues the 
players should not get paid for. Instead, the $5.6 million agreed to in the 
settlement should go to top creditors like himself, his counsel argued in 
bankruptcy court this week. 

“There’s only $3.9 million, approximately, in the remaining estate, if 
they’re going to pay out $5.6 million of this and basically creating a right 
that didn’t exist in the (player) contract, and doesn’t exist now, they are 
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doing so to the prejudice of us, and I think that’s important,” said Brent 
Hockaday, Dundon’s counsel. 

Brian Engel, counsel for the bankruptcy trustee, described this line of 
argument as objectionable. 

“Mr. Dundon is the person who causes the players not to perform by 
unscheduling their games, and now suggests that their claims are not as 
good as his,” Engel said. “I don’t really find that offensive, but I do find it 
wrong and incorrect.” 

A lawyer for Charlie Ebersol, Dundon’s former AAF partner, was even 
sharper in an emailed statement. “Mr. Ebersol has filed papers with the 
Court officially supporting the AAF players’ right to receive the last two 
payments on their contract,” wrote Michael Saltz. “Our position is that the 
players have earned that money, and it is not their fault that others 
decided to place the AAF into bankruptcy instead of taking all steps at 
their disposal to help maintain the AAF’s existence.” 

That last line is a clear dig at Dundon’s decision to shutter the AAF, a 
move that the trustee had said he will hire lawyers to investigate if the 
settlement is approved by the court. And at the hearing Monday, news 
emerged that not only does the trustee have Dundon in his sights, but 
also his predecessor as AAF funder. 

Reggie Fowler, who in 2005 was the announced buyer of the Minnesota 
Vikings before revelations that he did not have the funding, also 
sputtered as AAF financier. He landed on his feet with the Vikings with a 
limited partnership stake, which he sold in 2014.  But his role and 
departure from the AAF are murkier and the trustee is examining whether 
Fowler should be liable for the league’s debts. 

“The trustee is still investigating and all cards are on the table,” Engel told 
the federal bankruptcy hearing Monday. “Some of those are against Mr. 
Dundon, (Dundon associate) Mr. (John) Zutter and a fellow named 
Reggie Fowler, who’s currently being criminally prosecuted for 
defrauding the AAF in New York. Among other things, he’s also being 
prosecuted on the allegation that he ran an illegal cryptocurrency money-
laundering business. But those causes of action may exist for the trustee, 
and the trustee continues to investigate those.” 

Fowler is charged by New York federal prosecutors with bank fraud, wire 
fraud, and illegal money transfer as part of cryptocurrency trading. The 
feds offered a plea deal that would have penalized him $371 million, but 
he declined and a trial is scheduled for next February. It’s not believed, 
despite Engel’s comment, that prosecutors are charging him with the 
AAF collapse, though the league’s demise and how it ties into Fowler’s 
crypto trading may be part of what they are looking at. 

“Mr. Fowler was the original main investor in the AAF and signed an 
agreement representing and warranting that the source of his investment 
was unrelated to cryptocurrencies,” Saltz, Ebersol’s lawyer, wrote in an 
email. “This representation was apparently untrue, and the AAF was 
damaged as a result of its reliance upon Mr. Fowler’s false promises. It is 
our understanding that Mr. Fowler is now being prosecuted by the 
Department of Justice, in part, due to the false nature of his claims 
regarding the source of his money.” 

Fowler pledged $200 million to the AAF, according to the Trustee’s court 
filings. “Although the AAF arranged more than $200 million in financing 
through stock sales, convertible debt, and a convertible credit line in 
2018, by late 2018 sporadic funding by the line of credit investor became 
problematic for the AAF, and the league sought new funding sources,” 
the trustee Randy Osherow wrote (the investor is Fowler). 

An attorney for Fowler did not reply. 

Because the AAF estate has only $3.9 million, the only hope to pay most 
creditors is if the trustee launches adversarial proceedings (essentially 
lawsuits within a bankruptcy court) against Dundon and Fowler. 

The trustee is not considering a case against Ebersol, the face and 
founder of the league and who many had blamed for its demise. He has 
been cooperating to such an extent, Engel, the trustee’s representative, 

called Ebersol, “Sacajawea and we have to get to the Pacific Ocean 
here. And no one knows that better than Mr. Ebersol … So there is 
something real that Mr. Ebersol has to do to capture his freedom here. 
And I’m going to make him do it.” 

Dundon’s counsel, Hockaday, criticized that arrangement, saying, “We’re 
not accusing obviously anybody of doing anything, but if at some point in 
the future, there is a lawsuit filed against Mr. Dundon or any third party, 
and Mr. Ebersol is a material fact witness and his only cooperation is the 
result of his having gotten out of a class-action lawsuit with damages 
pushing north of $600 million, that’s going to be problematic.” 

At the hearing, the parties debated a proposed settlement to the class-
action lawsuit, brought by former players for $693 million. The offer — 
agreed to by the trustee and players — would pay them each $14,000 for 
the two proverbial game checks they missed between when Dundon shut 
the league down on April 2, 2019, and he filed the bankruptcy on April 
17, 2019. 

His lawyer argued the players are not entitled to the money because they 
did not play the final contests, but Engel contended the standard player 
contract simply said they would be paid 10 times a season, not 
specifically for 10 games. 

Bankruptcy judge Craig Gargotta, who has already tentatively approved 
the settlement, promised a written decision on Oct. 25. 
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Rem Pitlick claimed off waivers by Wild; Predators send four to 
Milwaukee Admirals 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Four players received their latest assignments Tuesday from the 
Nashville Predators. 

One player -- Rem Pitlick -- waved goodbye to the team after being 
claimed off waivers by the Minnesota Wild, against whom he made his 
NHL debut in 2019. 

Pitlick, the team's third-round pick in 2016 out of Minnesota, has zero 
goals and two assists in 11 career games with the Predators.  

The 24-year-old center's father Lance Pitlick played for the Ottawa 
Senators and Florida Panthers. His cousin Tyler played last season for 
the Coyotes, his fourth NHL team. 

The Predators assigned forwards Matt Lufff and Cole Smith, along with 
defensemen Frederic Allard and Matt Tennyson to the Milwaukee 
Admirals as the team trimmed its roster to 28 players before Tuesday's 
exhibition game against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

On Monday, the Predators assigned forwards Tommy Novak and 
Anthony Richard to Milwaukee, along with defenseman David Farrance 
and goalie Devin Cooley. 

Defensemen Matt Donovan and Josh Healey also were been released 
from their tryout agreements and will report to Milwaukee. 

The Predators finish the preseason schedule at 3 p.m.  Saturday when 
they face the Hurricanes at home. They begin the regular season at 
home Oct. 14 against the expansion Seattle Kraken. 

Tennessean LOADED: 10.06.2021 
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1192580 Nashville Predators 

 

Predators assistant coach Todd Richards recovering from heart attack 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Todd Richards, an assistant coach for the Nashville Predators, is 
recovering from a heart attack he suffered Friday, the team said.  

Richards was released from the hospital and is "resting comfortably" at 
home with his family in Nashville, according to the team. 

Richard, who will turn 55 on Oct. 20, was hired last October by John 
Hynes to coach the defense. He spent four-plus seasons as head coach 
of the Columbus Blue Jackets (2011-2015) and two years in the same 
position with the Minnesota Wild. 

He also has been an assistant coach with the San Jose Sharks and 
Tampa Bay Lightning, with whom he won a Stanley Cup in 2020. 

Richards, a second-round pick by the Montreal Canadiens in 1985, 
appeared in eight NHL games for the Hartford Whalers. His first 
professional coaching job was as an assistant with the Milwaukee 
Admirals from 2002-06. There he coached players such as Pekka Rinne, 
Shea Weber and Jordin Tootoo. 

Tennessean LOADED: 10.06.2021 
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Predators assistant coach recovering from heart attack 

54-year-old joined Nashville organization in 2020 to oversee team's 
defense 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER OCT 5, 2021  

 

The Nashville Predators announced on Monday that assistant coach 
Todd Richards suffered a heart attack over the weekend and has since 
been released from the hospital. 

The soon-to-be 55-year-old was not present for the Predators’ 6-1 win 
over the Tampa Bay Lightning at Bridgestone Arena on Saturday. 

“Todd has been released from the hospital, returned to his home in 
Nashville and is resting comfortably,” the team said in a statement. “He is 
expected to make a complete recovery. We will offer an update on his 
return to the team when we have more information.” 

Richards joined John Hynes' staff in October of last season and is in 
charge of running the team's defense. Fellow assistants Dan Hinote and 
Dan Lambert will likely pick up the slack in his absence. 

Prior to joining Nashville, Richards was the head coach of the Minnesota 
Wild from 2009-11 and Columbus Blue Jackets from 2011-16, compiling 
a 204-176-37 career record. He also served as an assistant coach with 
the Predators’ AHL affiliate Milwaukee Admirals from 2002-06, the San 
Jose Sharks in 2008-09, and the Lightning from 2016-20, winning a 
Stanley Cup in his final year with the team. 
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The Athletic / CHL primer 2021-22: Wheeler’s predictions for OHL, 
QMJHL and WHL seasons 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Oct 5, 2021  

  

Major junior hockey is back. In all three leagues this time. 

The QMJHL and the WHL launched their regular seasons over the 
weekend. The OHL will follow suit next weekend. Incredibly, all 60 teams 
are also back, with near-normal schedules and even some cross-border 
travel for the eight American franchises. 

After two consecutive years without a Memorial Cup (the first two times 
the trophy hasn’t been awarded in its 103-year history), the Saint John 
Sea Dogs have been named hosts of the 2022 tournament, which is 
scheduled to begin on June 3. 

When I got the OHL’s annual media poll delivered to my inbox earlier this 
week and began filling it out, it got me thinking: Given how long it has 
been since any of the three leagues played a full regular season, why not 
preview each of them and get everyone caught up? And why not make 
this an annual piece that I do? 

So here are my predicted division winners, conference winners, league 
champions, leading scorers, bets on each league’s top players by 
position and a whole lot more to get you set for the return of the CHL. 

Ontario Hockey League 

Midwest Division 

Winner: London Knights 

The Knights don’t have the star power that we’re used to, but they do 
have something else that’s familiar: The most NHL prospects in the 
league. Predators second-rounder Luke Evangelista is going to put up 
numbers and be the primary weapon in the offence. He’s joined up front 
by Stars fourth-round pick Antonio Stranges and Sharks sixth-rounder 
Liam Gilmartin by way of USA Hockey’s national program. Then they’ve 
got probably the deepest blue line with Senators second-round pick Ben 
Roger, Hurricanes sixth-rounder Bryce Montgomery and potentially 
Logan Mailloux if he’s allowed to return to the league from his indefinite 
suspension when his window to apply for reinstatement opens on Jan. 1, 
2022. 

Beyond the drafted group, they’ve also got some older kids who should 
be impact players in the league. Defenceman Gerard Keane was just 
invited to the Blue Jackets’ main camp after a strong showing at the 
Traverse City prospect tournament, there were a number of scouts who 
thought winger Stuart Rolofs was going to be picked in 2021 and 
goaltender Brett Brochu was excellent two years ago when the OHL left 
off and now he’s got a roster spot on Team Canada at the world juniors 
to battle for. They’re going to be big and heavy and hard to beat in a 
seven-game series as a result. I was surprised when they were only an 
honourable mention in the CHL’s first top 10 ranking. 

The rest of the Midwest Division is going to be fun, too. I think the four 
division winners I have here are the four best teams in the OHL to start 
the year, but if I had to pick a fifth, it would be the Kitchener Rangers at 
this point. They’ve got depth at every position, a kid in Kings second-
rounder Francesco Pinelli who I expect to explode offensively, another in 
Lightning seventh-round pick Declan McDonnell who gives them a little 
bit of everything and two newcomer NHL draft picks on defence in 
towering Lightning third-round pick Roman Schmidt (fresh off 
decommitting from Boston University) and Capitals fifth-rounder Martin 
Has. I don’t think they expect to get the Red Wings’ Donovan Sebrango 
back (it sounds like he’s going to return to Grand Rapids to play in the 
AHL) but that would be a huge boost if they do. 

The Guelph Storm (watch out for 2022 prospects Matthew Poitras and 
Danny Zhilkin!) and Erie Otters are both going to be young and fun, too, 
and are coming off strong preseasons. Owen Sound will be the weak 
link, I’d guess. 

West Division 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2021 

 

Winner: Windsor Spitfires 

The Spitfires are the early front-runners in the West Division under new 
head coach Marc Savard and bolstered by a slew of NHL prospects up 
front: the Rangers’ overpowering Will Cuylle, the Stars’ Wyatt Johnston 
(who, if his Traverse City showing was any indication, will be one of the 
league’s best players this year), Detroit’s Pasquale Zito (who surprised 
me and many others in Traverse City) and Colorado’s Jean-Luc Foudy 
(who played in the AHL last year and remains in main camp but I expect 
will go down). 

Mix in a defenceman like import Daniil Sobolev (a Canadiens draftee), a 
young prospect like 2022’s Ryan Abraham and veterans like 20-year-old 
Daniel D’Amico (who is going to put his fair share of points on the board) 
and 19-year-old Dylan Robinson (who will steady their defence) and 
there’s a lot to work with there. The play of returning goaltender Xavier 
Medina will be their X-factor. 

I’m really looking forward to watching Sarnia and the Soo, though, too. 

The Greyhounds, in particular, have a good blend of old and new. 
Flames prospect Rory Kerins should be one of the league’s more well-
rounded players. They expect Stars prospect Jacob Holmes and Blues 
prospect Tanner Dickinson to take huge steps forward. Tye Kartye and 
Joe Carroll aren’t big names, but they’re 2001s who were great junior 
players two years ago and are back. Rookie Bryce McConnell-Barker is 
rookie of the year levels of good if he gets the right linemates and puck 
luck. 

The talent levels of Leafs draft pick Ty Voit and 2022 prospect Max 
Namestnikov will make the Sting worth the price of admission; the 
undrafted Brayden Guy made waves at the Traverse City prospect 
tournament as an invite, Sharks third-rounder Benjamin Gaudreau should 
be one of the league’s better goalies and they’ve got a strong back end 
supported by Bruins sixth-rounder Ryan Mast, Cameron Supryka (who 
was just invited to the Kings’ rookie tournament) and third-year players 
Ashton Reesor and Nolan Dillingham (who should be in their fourth 
years). 

Flint is a bit of a wild card. It will be interesting to see if the Firebirds keep 
their top 2021 draft picks — Brennan Othmann (a Rangers first-rounder 
who has the upside to do some real damage) and Dmitri Kuzmin (a Jets 
third-rounder who should be one of the league’s more talented offensive 
defencemen) — and try to build around them or parlay them for assets 
into another reset. 

Saginaw was poised to take a run at the title when they left things off in 
March 2020. But that group is mostly gone now and they’re going to take 
a huge step back. 

East Division 

Winner: Kingston Frontenacs 

The Frontenacs are my early OHL favourite. Shane Wright is Shane 
Wright. Fresh off signing with the Kings, I expect Martin Chromiak to pick 
up where he left off on Wright’s flank to create the best duo in the league. 
They expect to get the third piece of that line, the Flyers’ Zayde Wisdom, 
back from shoulder surgery in time for the home stretch. Add in an 
expected breakout season from Stars prospect Francesco Arcuri, a few 
undrafted veterans coming off invites to NHL rookie tournaments, import 
Sens draft pick Leevi Merilainen between the pipes, star 2022 prospect 
Paul Ludwinski and the knowledge that Wright isn’t coming back and 
they’re as all-in as it gets. They spent their year off planning for a 
Memorial Cup run under coach Paul McFarland, who had returned to the 
team from stints with the Panthers and Leafs only to leave before he 
coached them to join the Kraken. They’re still in good hands under 
longtime assistant Luca Caputi, though, and I expect they’ll look to add at 
the deadline. 

The East Division isn’t just going to be the Frontenacs’ show, though. 
The Generals have a good core to work with, led by the Oilers’ Ty Tullio, 
the Bruins’ Brett Harrison (who I expect to fill the net this year as one of 
the league’s more dangerous goal scorers), Leafs rookie camp invite 
Lleyton Moore and projected top 2023 NHL Draft prospect Calum Ritchie 
(who they chose second overall in this year’s OHL draft). Hamilton will 
likely push to contend around veteran undrafted OHL standouts Tag 
Bertuzzi, Nate Staios and Logan Morrison as well as NHL draft picks 
Artem Grushnikov (a Stars second-rounder), Ryan Winterton (the 

Kraken’s third pick, who I really like) and Chandler Romeo (who the Sens 
just took in the seventh round). They’ve got a really good, young group in 
Peterborough that is fronted by Ducks’ No. 3 pick Mason McTavish but 
also includes a fascinating supporting cast made up of recent Flyers 
signee J.R. Avon, Flyers draft pick Brian Zanetti, Sharks draftee Artem 
Guryev, 2022 power forward prospect Sam Alfano and 2023 star D 
prospect Donovan McCoy. 

The 67’s aren’t going to be the unstoppable force we’re used to but 
they’ve got some strong building blocks and Dave Cameron’s experience 
behind the bench will keep them as a destination. 

Central Division 

Winner: Barrie Colts 

The Colts are probably the team I’m most looking forward to watching. 
The Kings’ Brandt Clarke is going to be a force of nature, the Sharks’ 
Ethan Cardwell could challenge for 100 points this year, 2022’s Hunter 
Haight is going to be one of the more electric rookies, the Rangers’ Evan 
Vierling would be my pick as the biggest breakout star and Avs first-
rounder Oskar Olausson is the most exciting import. That’s without 
getting to the Stars’ Nicholas Porco, the Golden Knights’ Artur Cholach, 
the return of Ryan Del Monte from Europe and the rest of their depth. 
They’re going to score a lot of goals. 

Sudbury and Niagara aren’t far behind in the watchability category. The 
Wolves are young and I don’t expect much out of them, but 2021 first 
overall OHL draft pick Quentin Misty and top 2022 NHL Draft prospect 
David Goyette are going to have my attention. The same goes for the 
IceDogs’ last two first-round picks, Aidan Castle and Pano Fimis 
(especially Fimis), as well as one of my favourite prospects, Daniil 
Guschin (a Sharks prospect who is joining Niagara and should give 
Olausson a run for his money as the best import). 

There’s not a lot to get excited about in North Bay or Mississauga, 
though. 

Leading scorer and most outstanding player: Shane Wright (2022) 

I think there’s a decent chance McTavish scores the most goals 
(assuming his current ankle sprain doesn’t linger) and another that 
Cardwell ends up with the most assists if he plays with Olausson, but I 
suspect Wright tops the league in total scoring. And the beauty of Wright 
is that even if he doesn’t win the scoring crown, he’s going to be so good 
at both ends that he’ll still probably win the MOP. 

Top defenceman: Brandt Clarke (Los Angeles Kings) 

The only decision in the OHL section of his primer that I didn’t have to 
think twice about. Watch out. 

Top goalie: Brett Brochu (undrafted) 

This could go in a number of different directions. A survey of NHL scouts 
would probably commonly produce names like Benjamin Gaudreau and 
Leevi Merilainen because of their NHL ties and Merilainen’s impressive 
year in Finland last season. I also considered Tucker Tynan, the league’s 
best story this year, before erring on the side of caution as he works his 
way back from a near-fatal injury. But I kept coming back from Brochu, 
who is both excellent and will play behind a mean defence that is going 
to keep a lot of shots to the perimeter. 

Top rookie: Oskar Olausson (Colorado Avalanche) 

It’s a massive rookie class this year, with all of the top 2022 and 2023 
prospects entering the league at the same time. I was tempted to pick 
Sudbury’s David Goyette here after he wowed me in Calgary at Hockey 
Canada’s under-18 summer showcase, because I’d like to see it be one 
of those kids rather than an import who comes in as a “rookie” when he 
really doesn’t feel like one. But technically Olausson still qualifies for 
rookie status, even though he’ll turn 19 in November and he’s coming off 
a season in Sweden where he torched its junior league and played a 
combined 31 games at its top two pro levels. 

Top 2022 NHL Draft prospects to watch 

Shane Wright 

David Goyette 
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Ty Nelson 

Honourable mentions: Hunter Haight, Matthew Poitras, Bryce-McConnell 
Barker, Paul Ludwinski, Max Namestnikov, Danny Zhilkin 

Eastern Conference champions 

Winner: Kingston Frontenacs 

Western Conference champions 

Winner: London Knights 

Robertson Cup (OHL champions) 

Winner: Kingston Frontenacs 

Western Hockey League 

U.S. Division 

Winner: Portland Winterhawks 

The Winterhawks remain the Winterhawks. Almost never in a rebuild. 
Almost always in contention. Hurricanes first-rounder Seth Jarvis is going 
to torment defences and he’s going to do it backed by a versatile 
supporting cast that includes three other NHL draft picks as well as Jack 
O’Brien, a former top prospect who went undrafted in 2021 but many 
believe is talented enough to put together that kind of season that gets 
him picked in 2022. 

I like Seattle as the second best team in the division. Stars prospect 
Conner Roulette should take a big step and establish himself as one of 
the league’s more dangerous offensive zone players and he’s joined by a 
trio of other NHL prospects. He, along with Panthers 2019 draft pick 
Henrik Rybinski, will be supported by three other NHL draft picks (for five 
total), as well as two top 2022 prospects in defenceman Kevin Korchinski 
and forward Jordan Gustafsson. They’re stable in net with Hockey 
Canada darling Thomas Milic, too. 

Everett’s going to take a step back without Cole Fonstad, Gage 
Goncalves, Gianni Fairbrother, Ethan Regnier and Dustin Wolf, but 
they’ve still got some core pieces in Anaheim’s Olen Zellweger, 
Carolina’s Ronan Seeley and incoming import Niko Huuhtanen (who 
belongs to the Lightning) as well as a returning undrafted standout like 
Jackson Berezowski. It will be interesting to track whether they try to 
hang on and push forward with those guys, who are all a year older or 
whether they reset.  

Same goes for the nucleus in Spokane, which has lost stars Adam 
Beckman (a Wild prospect) and Eli Zummack, but still has Capitals 
prospect Bear Hughes, Lightning prospect Jack Finley, overager Luke 
Toporowski to work with while hoping for a bounce-back year out of 
defenceman Graham Sward. 

Tri-City’s in a tough spot. 

B.C. Division 

Winner: Kamloops Blazers 

The B.C. Division is a two-team division that could go either way. I think 
I’m partial to the Blazers at this stage due to the strength of their six NHL 
prospects, two of which (Stars forward prospect Logan Stankoven and 
Rangers goalie prospect Dylan Garand) should be among the best 
players at their positions. Import Viktor Persson, a Canucks seventh-
rounder who turns 20 in November and should be an impact player, 
strengthens their case as well. I’ve liked what I’ve seen out of 2022 D 
prospect Mats Lindgren, too. 

But the Giants are not to be doubted. Panthers prospect Justin Sourdif 
and Bruins first-rounder Fabian Lysell (maybe the player to watch this 
season in the WHL) play games that are made for junior hockey and are 
highly entertaining. Golden Knights goalie prospect Jesper Vikman is 
also joining Lysell in making the jump from Sweden to North America, 
which should help fill the void left Avs prospect Trent Miner, who has 
turned pro. Some around the WHL also believe Senators second-round 
pick Zack Ostapchuk is a breakout candidate. 

Kelowna, who was good a year ago, should take a bit of a step back after 
losing NHL prospects Michael Krutil, Kaedan Korczak and Dillon 

Hamaliuk, even after acquiring Blackhawks prospect Colton Dach for 
undrafted star Trevor Wong. 

Both Prince George and Victoria are still in the early stages of rebuilds, 
but watch out for the Cougars’ Keaton Dowhaniuk (2022), Tyler Brennan 
(2022), Riley Heidt (2023) and Koehn Ziemmer (2023) as they begin to 
build something potentially special there. 

East Division 

Winner: Winnipeg Ice 

The Ice may be the team to watch in the WHL this season. That’s saying 
something considering they’re now without their captain and best player, 
Golden Knights forward Peyton Krebs. That’s because this era of the Ice 
includes two kids who could be top-five picks in the 2022 draft (or will be 
top 10 guys at the very least) in the dynamic, play-creating Matthew 
Savoie and 6-foot-4 centre Conor Geekie, were the first and second 
overall picks in the 2019 bantam draft. Savoie and Geekie are also joined 
by slick Flyers prospect Connor McClennon (a second overall pick into 
the WHL himself), minute-eating Wild prospect Carson Lambos (who 
should be one of the best D in the league), 19-year-old standouts Owen 
Pederson, Mikey Milne and Ben Zloty. 

The Brandon Wheat Kings, like the Giants in the B.C. Division, are a 
strong second team in the East Division, too (don’t let their dreadful 0-2 
opening weekend fool you, they were without many of their best players). 
The Wheat Kings are backed by Capitals second-rounder Vincent Iorio 
and fronted by Senators first-rounder Ridly Greig, Golden Knights 
prospect Marcus Kallionkieli, Oilers draftee Jake Chiasson, 19-year-old 
Nolan Ritchie and a pair of top prospects in Nate Danielson and Tyson 
Zimmer. 

After fighting through a tough rebuild, the Moose Jaw Warriors also 
expect to take a big step forward around a core that includes Rangers 
third-rounder Ryder Korczak, Blue Jackets import Martin Rysavy, a trio of 
NHL draft picks on D (Minnesota’s Daemon Hunt, Edmonton’s Maximus 
Wanner and Calgary’s Cole Jordan) and a brilliant young group 
composed of potential 2022 first-rounder Denton Mateychuk, 2022 
prospect Jagger Firkus and 2023 star prospect Brayden Yager. They’ll 
really hit their stride next year. 

Regina’s got something special cooking, too. They’re really building 
toward next year, like Moose Jaw, but Connor Bedard makes them must 
watch even without Blue Jackets prospect Stanislav Svozil, Kraken 
second-rounder Ryker Evans, 2022 prospect Layton Feist and impactful 
undrafted players like Zack Stringer. 

Sharks second-rounder Tristen Robins, undrafted standouts Wong (who 
they Dach traded for) and Kyle Crnkovic and 2022 prospect Brandon 
Lisowsky are going to put some pucks in the net in Saskatoon, but I 
worry about the Blades’ defence. 

And then there’s the Prince Albert Raiders, the only team in the division 
with three first-round picks (Montreal’s Kaiden Guhle, Chicago’s Nolan 
Allan and San Jose’s Ozzy Wiesblatt). That’s a tough six team group. 

Central Division 

Winner: Edmonton Oil Kings 

The Oil Kings remain the WHL’s titans until someone dethrones them. 
They’ve got a game-breaking goalie in Red Wings first-rounder 
Sebastian Cossa, game-breaking forwards up front with first-rounders 
Dylan Guenther (Coyotes) and Jake Neighbours (Blues), a strong 
defence anchored by import veteran Simon Kubicek and an impressive 
supporting cast up front that includes Golden Knights import Jakub 
Demek and overager Josh Williams. 

I suspect we’ll find the Red Deer Rebels somewhere in the middle of the 
pack. Rangers prospect Jayden Grubbe, Wild prospect Kyle Masters, a 
strong supporting cast of undrafted players led by import defenceman 
Christoffer Sedoff will help them and a relevant draft eligible like 
defenceman Jace Weir make them relevant but lacking in star power. 
Same goes for the Hitmen and their good but not great group of players, 
which includes last year’s breakout star Sean Tschigerl (Ducks), Preds D 
prospect Luke Prokop, Blue D prospect Tyson Galloway and 2022 
prospect Tristan Zandee. 
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Despite their 2-0 start, I suspect the Lethbridge Hurricanes begin a 
rebuild this year and eventually deal overagers Alex Cotton (Red Wings) 
and Justin Hall as they go younger and begin to build around players like 
2022 D prospect Logan McCutcheon, who they are really excited about. 
Same goes for the 2-0 Swift Current Broncos around their top 2022 
prospect Matthew Ward. 

Medicine Hat’s season will go in two very different directions depending 
entirely on the potential return of Blue Jackets prospect Cole Sillinger, 
who will be one of the league’s top few forwards if he returns (which is far 
from a guarantee because he may make the NHL club and he’s eligible 
to play in the AHL). If they get him back, suddenly Capitals goalie 
prospect Garin Bjorklund, Penguins draftee Lukas Svejkovsky, Capitals 
D prospect Dru Krebs and the likes of 2022’s Oasiz Wiesblatt look a lot 
more appealing as secondary pieces instead of go-to guys. 

Leading scorer and most outstanding player: Connor Bedard (2023) 

I’m not going to bet against Bedard. As hard as it is to expect a kid who is 
two years out from his draft to lead one of the top junior leagues in the 
world in scoring, I just can’t convince myself otherwise. It’s not a slam 
dunk by any means. Guenther isn’t going to be two points per game for 
the Oil Kings like he was last season, but he’s going to put up gaudy 
numbers. Jarvis has already put up 98 points in a WHL season and that 
was two years ago. Stankoven is going to light the lamp a lot in 
Kamloops. McClennon, Savoie, Sourdif and Lysell are dark horses. But I 
just kept coming back to Bedard. 

Player of the year: Connor Bedard (2023) 

I think the same few forwards outlined above, plus Cossa, are threats for 
this award (I don’t think a defenceman is going to have a strong enough 
year and rightly or wrongly D almost never win this award). But … yeah. I 
kept coming back to Bedard, OK? 

Top defenceman: Carson Lambos (Minnesota Wild) 

I’m still convinced that if Lambos doesn’t have to undergo a procedure to 
correct a medical condition last season, that he goes in the teens instead 
of 26th to the Wild. He looked great with Hockey Canada in Calgary this 
summer, by all accounts impressed the Wild brass and is now off to a 
tremendous start in the WHL with a four-point weekend. He has all the 
tools to be a dominant two-way defender on a top team while playing 
huge minutes. 

Top goalie: Sebastian Cossa (Detroit Red Wings) 

This one probably isn’t going to be close. Cossa scared me a little with 
his spotty play in Calgary and Traverse City, but he’s the best goalie in 
the league and he gets to play behind its best team. 

Top rookie: Brayden Yager (2023) 

Even after posting 18 points in 25 games last year, the 16-year-old, 
2005-born Yager retains his rookie status for this season. His savvy 
offensive zone game and the opportunity he’s going to have in Moose 
Jaw will help him rack up the counting stats needed here. 

Top 2022 draft picks 

Matthew Savoie 

Conor Geekie 

Denton Mateychuk 

Honourable mentions: Jordan Gustafsson, Brandon Lisowsky, Tyler 
Brennan, Kevin Korchinski, Matthew Ward, Keaton Dowhaniuk, Mats 
Lindgren 

Eastern Conference champions 

Winner: Edmonton Oil Kings 

Western Conference champions 

Winner: Portland Winterhawks 

Ed Chynoweth Cup (WHL champions) 

Winner: Edmonton Oil Kings 

Quebec Major Junior Hockey League 

Maritimes Division 

Winner: Saint John Sea Dogs 

The Q’s Maritimes Division may be the CHL’s most competitive this year. 
In a league with three four-team divisions, the six-team Maritimes 
Division has three of the league’s top teams, with all of the Sea Dogs, the 
Acadie-Bathurst Titan and the Charlottetown Islanders stacked for strong 
pushes. The latter two of those two teams are off to 2-0 starts, while the 
former, which I have as the front-runner, is off to an 0-2 start. So why do I 
like Saint John? Part of it comes down to the talent level they have, 
which is going to come with some highs and lows but I suspect will really 
pop offensively by year’s end. Part of it comes down to the fact that 
they’re hosting the Memorial Cup and they’re going to be all in on 
continuing to add into the trade deadline. They’ve got five NHL prospects 
(Toronto’s William Villeneuve, Calgary’s Jeremie Poirier and Ryan 
Francis, Tampa Bay’s Cam MacDonald, the Islanders’ William Dufour). 
But it’s four of their kids who aren’t drafted (Charlie Desroches, Peter 
Reynolds, Brady Burns, Josh Lawrence) that I really like. 

I wouldn’t want to run into Charlottetown or Acadie-Bathurst come playoff 
time, though. Charlottetown’s got the best defence thanks to Golden 
Knights prospect Lukas Cormier (who is a borderline superstar in the 
league these days), the Habs’ William Trudeau and Detroit’s Oscar 
Plandowski, who were tremendous a year ago and are all a year older. 
They’ve also got a little bit of everything up front to support overage Habs 
prospect Xavier Simoneau, who could well lead the league in scoring. 
And the Titan have a formidable offence headlined by Capitals first-
rounder Hendrix Lapierre (who could also lead the league in scoring), the 
Canadiens’ Riley Kidney, overager Bennett MacArthur and Kraken 
draftee Jacob Melanson and a strong goalie tandem comprised of 
diminutive 19-year-old Chad Arsenault and Red Wings goalie prospect 
Jan Bednar. 

I don’t think the Halifax Mooseheads are far off those three teams, either. 
Elliot Desnoyers has wowed in Flyers camp but when he is inevitably 
sent back, he’ll join a very strong team that also includes Predators first-
rounder Zach L’Heureux, Hurricanes prospect Bobby Orr, Flames D 
prospect Cameron Whynot, imports forwards Senna Peeters and Attilio 
Biasca (who is out to start the season after having surgery to repair a 
thumb injury) and a trio of excellent 2022 prospects in forwards Markus 
Vidicek and Jordan Dumais and defender Jake Furlong. 

Moncton and Cape Breton are in rebuilds, though the Wildcats are worth 
watching thanks to a trio of 2022 prospects: import Maxim Barbashev 
(who really flashed last year), goalie Vincent Filion and the team’s 2020 
QMJHL draft first-rounder Yoan Loshing. 

West Division 

Winner: Gatineau Olympiques 

The Olympiques should be the best team in a division that I expect will 
come back down to earth after a strong weekend (I did not expect the 
depleted West’s four teams to start 6-1-1 with Gatineau as the 0-1-1!). 
Star pivot Zach Dean has been nowhere to be found since he left 
Calgary’s summer camp with an injury, but once they get him back, 
they’ll have six NHL prospects. In the meantime, returnees Isaac 
Belliveau (Penguins) and Manix Landry (Coyotes), imports Haakon 
Frederik Hanelt (Capitals) and Evgenii Kashnikov, Stars goalie prospect 
Remi Poirier and top 2022 prospects Tristan Luneau (who is also injured 
but should be back soon), Samuel Savoie and Antonin Verreault should 
make them the best team in the West Division. 

I liked what I saw out of Rouyn-Noranda import Jakub Hujer in the Czech 
Republic last year, where he played on a team that included Has, Kings 
goalie prospect Lukas Parik and Sabres signed Sabres draft pick Matej 
Pekar. So I’ll make some time for the Huskies for that reason. But there’s 
not a lot else there. 

The team in Blainville is in the same boat, too, with undrafted tiny 
defenceman Miguel Tourigny as the focal point, some other strong 
veteran D around him and a trio of 2022 kids worth keeping an eye on 
(led by the hot start of goalie Charles-Edward Gravdel in net), but not a 
ton else. 
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Val D’Or has more by way of NHL prospects in Justin Robidas 
(Hurricanes) and Jeremy Michel (Blues) than the Huskies and the 
Armada, but they’ve lost most of the rest last year’s titanic team that went 
to the final, so I wonder if Michel, a 20-year-old, gets parlayed at the 
deadline as they reset. 

East Division 

Winner: Quebec Remparts 

The Remparts, like the Sea Dogs, loaded up for this year hoping that 
they would win their bid to host the 2022 Memorial Cup. And while it was 
awarded to Saint John, they should still be one of the league’s giants this 
year, with a roster that includes forwards Zach Bolduc (Blues), James 
Malatesta (Blue Jackets), Viljami Marjala, Theo Rochette (an undrafted 
star run the league) and Nathan Gaucher (a potential first-rounder in 
2022) as well as defencemen Evan Nause (Panthers) and Louis Crevier 
(Blackhawks). Bolduc, in particular, gives them a game-breaker. 

The rest of the east is much less inspiring, though I’m looking forward to 
watching Latvian imports Raivis Ansons (Penguins) and Niks Fenenko 
(2022) in Baie-Comeau. 

Central Division 

Winner: Shawinigan Cataractes 

The Cataractes are the clear favourites in a weak Central Division. 
Between Stars first-rounder Mavrik Bourque (an MVP candidate), Oilers 
first-rounder Xavier Bourgault (not far behind), Sabres fourth-rounder 
Olivier Nadeau and import Lorenzo Canonica (who was invited to the 
Kings’ prospect tournament) up front and the always reliable Marc-
Antoine Pépin (who will be vying for an NHL or AHL deal in his fifth 
season run the league) on the back end, they’re going to be good. 

Beyond the Cataractes, the Central Division’s biggest draws are the fact 
that the leagues first and second overall picks in its 2021 draft, 2023 
prospects Ethan Gauthier and Tyler Peddle, will get to go head-to-head 
for Sherbrooke and Drummondville, respectively. Watch out for 2022 
prospects Justin Côté, Luke Woodworth and Maveric Lamoureux in 
Drummondville as well. And keep an eye on Sherbrooke’s Joshua Roy 
(Canadiens) for a breakout year. I’m a big fan. 

After winning the QMJHL title last year, the Victoriaville Tigers are likely 
to be sellers as they look to start over and build around standout 2022 
prospect Pier-Olivier Roy. 

Leading scorer: Xavier Simoneau (Montreal Canadiens) 

This was a tough one, because I think Bolduc, Bourque, Lapierre and 
Bourgault could all factor into the scoring race and Michel is already off to 
a head-start with six points in his first two games with Val D’Or. But 
Simoneau is going to be a force this year and he’s got age on his side as 
a 20-year-old who has little left to prove in the league outside of winning 
a major trophy or two. 

Cormier is the best player in the QMJHL, bar none. I’m not sure it’s close, 
either. 

Top goalie: *pulls slot machine* 

I have no idea, if I’m being honest. Not only is there no clear front-runner, 
but there isn’t even a group of a few goalies who will likely stand above 
the rest and fight it out. The drafted NHL goalie prospects in the Q this 
year either aren’t particularly inspiring or play behind leaky defences. And 
the undrafted veterans aren’t much more convincing. 

Top rookie: Tyler Peddle (2023) 

I suspect this comes down to Gauthier and Peddle, with Peddle edging 
out the league’s first overall pick due to his propensity to score instead of 
assist (which matters for awards like this). Between the preseason and 
the regular season, Peddle already has eight goals in eight games. He’s 
really fun and they’re going to give him every opportunity to succeed in 
Drummondville. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.06.2021 

1192648 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: From the bottom feeders to the true 
contenders, finding a spot for all 32 teams 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Oct 5, 2021  

  

The NHL is back to its old divisions this year, with the Coyotes shifting to 
the Central just to make sure we’re all confused. I don’t want to confuse 
anyone, so I’m going to stick with my traditional four groups for my 
annual attempt at figuring out who’ll end up where in the standings. That 
means we’ll have eight teams each representing the bottom feeders, the 
middle-of-the-pack, the real contenders, and then a bonus division of 
teams I just can’t figure out. 

If you’re looking for a detailed analytic model, you’re in the wrong spot. 
(Try here.) No, this is just me mixing the numbers with the recent history, 
adjusting based on offseason action, then adding a little bit of gut feeling 
and topping it all off with simmering grudges over your fan base being 
mean to me. Mostly that last one, if we’re being honest. 

We’ll start at the bottom and work our way up, just so we don’t make 
Sabres fans wait around all day. 

The Bottom Feeder Division 

My first thought when putting this list together is that it was easier than 
most years. I’m used to having to squeeze in three or four teams that I’m 
worried might be actually good, but this year I think almost all of these 
teams are reasonably easy calls. Does that guarantee that at least three 
of them will make the playoffs? It does actually, thanks for noticing. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Last season: 15-34-7, -62 true goals differential, finished dead last. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They traded Sam Reinhart and Rasmus 
Ristolainen for futures but did not trade Jack Eichel, who still hasn’t had 
surgery and may not be moved anytime soon. 

Why they’re here: They’re the Sabres. Look, I did the whole attempted 
optimism bit with these guys last week, so my credibility is already shot. 
With Eichel in limbo, no goaltending and yet another rebuild underway, 
no reasonable person thinks they’re going to be even vaguely 
competitive this year. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Last season: 24-26-6, -24, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They shipped out all their goaltending, 
plus Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Conor Garland, and didn’t add anyone 
good other than maybe Shayne Gostisbehere. 

Why they’re here: Because they sure seem to want to be. The Coyotes 
have launched a full-scale rebuild, one that’s apparently going to see 
them move anyone with a pulse for future assets while they coast toward 
the best possible lottery odds. Honestly, it’s not a bad plan, especially 
with this year’s move to the Central. 

San Jose Sharks 

Last season: 21-28-7, -50, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They upgraded the goaltending, albeit 
probably not by much, and eventually there were so many Evander Kane 
stories that they told him not to come to camp. 

Why they’re here: Because I’m tired of being the guy who’s always 
talking himself into the Sharks. Sure, there’s still plenty of name-value 
talent, and you can imagine a scenario where all the veterans suddenly 
have one last gasp of success together. That just seems incredibly 
unlikely after two miserable seasons, especially if Kane isn’t part of the 
plan going forward and/or Tomas Hertl is traded. The Sharks are the first 
team we’ve hit where I wouldn’t be completely shocked if they stuck 
around the race, but I’m not getting suckered in again. 
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Anaheim Ducks 

Last season: 17-30-9, -53, last in the West. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They barely did anything of note, other 
than bringing back Ryan Getzlaf for one more season. 

Why they’re here: Well, let’s see. They were very bad last year. (Checks 
notes.) They didn’t get any better in the offseason. (Double-checks roster 
listing.) Trevor Zegras does not appear to be a dozen guys spread 
around every position. (Furiously punches calculator buttons.) Yeah, it 
says here they’ll be bad again. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Last season: 21-28-7, -27, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They added a couple of solid veterans 
in Phillip Danault and Viktor Arvidsson without losing anyone of 
consequence. 

Why they’re here: The Kings kind of sort of hung around the playoff race 
for half of last season, which was roughly a half more than most of us 
expected. There’s certainly a chance that they continue to make 
progress, especially if their younger players burst through and Calvin 
Petersen can run with the starter’s job. But mostly, this is still a team that 
relies on Drew Doughty, Anze Kopitar and Dustin Brown. It worked out 
OK last year, and if those three can defy time for another year then the 
Kings could even be in the mix in the Pacific. Granted, that’s not saying 
much, but let’s stay positive. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last season: 18-26-12, -50, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: It was busy, featuring a coaching 
change, a Seth Jones trade, a Cam Atkinson-for-Jakub Voracek trade, 
the return of John Davidson, and of course the Matiss Kivlenieks tragedy. 

Why they’re here: After four straight years of making the playoffs, the 
wheels fell off for Columbus last year and they plummeted all the way to 
last in the Central. This year they’re back in the Metro, which may be 
even tougher, and there hasn’t been much to suggest they’ll be 
significantly better. Brad Larsen will be a fresh voice behind the bench 
after years of John Tortorella, and that should help. It just won’t help 
enough, at least this year. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Last season: 19-27-10, -43, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in one sentence: It was another relatively quiet offseason 
for Steve Yzerman, although he did land Alex Nedeljkovic for a third and 
get him signed to a reasonable deal. 

Why they’re here: Like a few other teams on this list, the Wings are still in 
rebuild mode and don’t seem to be in a huge hurry to make a push back 
into the playoff picture. Given their top-heavy division, that’s probably 
wise. It’s certainly possible Nedeljkovic lives up to the high expectations, 
as he looks to follow his excellent rookie year with, uh, another excellent 
rookie year. Look, the Calder eligibility rules are weird, you’re just going 
to have to trust me. 

Ottawa Senators 

Last season: 23-28-5, -34, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They promised to sign Brady Tkachuk 
and add a first-line center and then did not do that, but it was OK 
because they made up for it by hiring Pierre McGuire. 

Why they’re here: Because I need eight teams in each group, so as 
tempting as it might be to nudge them up into one of the better 
categories, I just can’t find room. The Senators looked legitimately good 
down the stretch last year, and have enough young talent that you can 
pencil them in for some improvement just based on aging curves. That’s 
probably not enough to get them into the playoff mix unless Matt Murray 
looks a lot better, but it could absolutely get them out of the bottom ten 
and make this look like at least a bit of a bad call. For now, I think it’s one 
more year where the Senators need one more year. 

The Middle-of-the-Pack Division 

Also known as Gary Bettman’s favorite division. Parity for the win! And 
then for the loss. Then another win and then a loser point. 

Calgary Flames 

Last season: 26-27-3, -5, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They lost Mark Giordano to expansion, 
then signed Blake Coleman to a six-year deal. 

Why they’re here: First of all, we’re legally obligated to point out that 
despite missing the playoffs, the Flames had more wins than the 
Canadiens. They’re also in the Pacific, meaning that even hanging 
around .500 might keep them in the playoff race all year long. Beyond 
that, the wildcard here is coach Darryl Sutter, a surprise hire last year 
who enters his first full season back behind the bench. He could be 
yesterday’s man, trying to recreate 2004 in a completely different league. 
But as tempting as that narrative is, he really has had a ton of success in 
this league, including with some teams that nobody gave much of a 
chance to. If he works some magic again, this could get interesting. But 
it’s more likely that they hover around the playoff mix and not much more. 

Dallas Stars 

Last season: 23-19-14, 0, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: Several names moved in and out, but 
the highlights were the signings of bought-out veterans Ryan Suter and 
Braden Holtby. 

Why they’re here: The Stars are a hard team to evaluate based on last 
season; just a year after going all the way to the final, they were hit hard 
by COVID and other disruptions and still very nearly made the playoffs 
with only three games of Tyler Seguin. You could make a case that we 
should start our expectations closer to 2019-20 than 2020-21, but even 
factoring in that playoff run I’m not sure that gets us all that much closer 
to the contenders’ section. 

New York Rangers 

Last season: 27-23-6, +21, missed playoffs 

Their offseason in one sentence: They hired Gerard Gallant and traded 
Pavel Buchnevich, then spent the rest of the summer adding anyone they 
thought might feel like punching Tom Wilson. 

Why they’re here: I actually had to double-check the Rangers record just 
now, because it was better than I remembered it. They haven’t made the 
postseason (not counting an early exit in the 2020 qualifying round) since 
2017, but they’ve been above .500 in points percentage the last two 
years, and never really bottomed out in the years before that. They’ve 
made progress, which is a weird thing to say about a team that just fired 
everyone. Now the pressure is on to take the next step, which means at 
least making the playoffs. That seems like a reasonable goal right up 
until you remember who else is in the Metro, and then things get murky. 
But if any team was going to make a sudden leap into the top tier that we 
all retroactively pretend we saw coming, it might be this one. 

Nashville Predators 

Last season: 31-23-2, -3, lost in first round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: It’s not a full rebuild yet, but Ryan Ellis 
and Viktor Arvidsson were traded. 

Why they’re here: The Predators won 31 games last year, which was 
more than the Jets, Blues or Habs and just one back of the Islanders. But 
they did it with a negative goals differential and some shootout luck, and 
the roster got worse in the offseason. Juuse Saros is good enough to 
keep them lurking in the race, but that seems like about the best they can 
hope for. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Last season: 25-23-8, -37, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They went to work on the blue line, 
adding Ryan Ellis, Rasmus Ristolainen and Keith Yandle, and also 
swapped Jakub Voracek for Cam Atkinson. 
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Why they’re here: Man, they were bad last year. A lot of that was on 
Carter Hart, who was awful but is young enough that he should rebound. 
If he does, and if the rebuilt blue line helps him out, they should be back 
in the mix in a very tough Metro. But if Hart struggles again, Martin Jones 
is next man up, and this could go very badly. I don’t think that happens, 
which is why the Flyers are in this section, but there’s a little more 
volatility in either direction than most teams. 

St. Louis Blues 

Last season: 27-20-9, 0, lost in first round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They traded for Pavel Buchnevich and 
signed Brandon Saad, lost Vince Dunn and Jaden Schwartz to Seattle, 
and didn’t move Vladimir Tarasenko. 

Why they’re here: They were a decidedly average team last year, 
basically losing as many as they won and giving up as many goals as 
they scored, and their offseason came out to something close to a wash. 
They’re back in the Central, which has Colorado as the powerhouse and 
then a handful of teams jostling for the other three or four spots. The 
Blues should be one of those teams, and we know they can do damage 
in the playoffs, but the path out of the second round goes through the 
Avs and that won’t be easy. 

Minnesota Wild 

Last season: 35-16-5, +21, lost in first round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They surprised us with the Ryan Suter 
buyout, and also lost Carson Soucy, Nick Bonino and Zach Parise while 
adding Alex Goligoski and a few other names. 

Why they’re here: The Wild have basically owned the middle-of-the-pack 
for two decades now, but I’ll admit that I came very close to moving them 
into the contender’s division. This was a very good team last year, and 
while their offseason was confusing, there’s a strong case that they’re 
still the Central’s second-best team, and maybe by a solid margin. I’m not 
quite there, and in fact, I’m thinking they finish behind our next team, but 
they’re one of the only teams in this section that wouldn’t even have to 
improve much to make this look like a bad pick. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Last season: 30-23-3, +18, lost in second round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: Their biggest moves came on the 
backend, where they looked to patch up the blue line by trading picks for 
Nate Schmidt and Brenden Dillon. 

Why they’re here: The pieces are all in place, with a dangerous cast of 
forwards, a rebuilt defense that should be good enough, and a goalie 
who might be the best in the world. Last year’s playoffs showed the best 
and worst of what this team can do, as they manhandled the favored 
Oilers and then collapsed against the Canadiens. I don’t have the guts to 
move them into the contenders division quite yet, but let the record show 
I thought about it. 

The Contenders Division 

Do you have eight teams you’re feeling really confident about this year? 
Spoiler: I don’t, but I need to use eight teams here. Remind me to thank 
whoever came up with this stupid format. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last season: 36-17-3, +35, won Stanley Cup 

Their offseason in one sentence: The cap crunch kicked in, and they lost 
their entire third line plus Tyler Johnson and David Savard. 

Why they’re here: Because I am very brave and willing to go out on a 
limb. The two-time defending champs might be good, you guys! 

I’m not really sure what else to say here, other than to point out that the 
Lighting weren’t as good as you remember during the regular season last 
year. That was without Nikita Kucherov, of course, but they didn’t even 
earn home ice in the first round, so there’s not quite as much margin for 
error here as you might think. There’s more than enough to get them 
back into the playoffs, though, and absolutely nobody wants to face them 
once they’re there. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Last season: 39-13-4, +65, lost in second round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: Philipp Grubauer is out, Darcy Kuemper 
is in, and Cale Makar and Gabriel Landeskog are locked in for the long 
term. 

Why they’re here: It’s another easy call, as everyone is picking the Avs to 
run away with the Central. It’s hard to argue, given how loaded with talent 
they are and how much regular season success they’ve had in recent 
years. It’s the playoffs where things get tricky, without so much as a trip 
out of the second round, and that’s what will decide whether this season 
is a success or not. But contenders? Yes, obviously. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Last season: 40-14-2, +68, lost in third round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They made Marc-Andre Fleury sad, 
which made you sad. 

Why they’re here: The question for the Knights might not be whether they 
can win the Pacific, but by how much. Double-digit points would seem 
like the minimum, right? I don’t think 20 is out of the question. There’s 
plenty of pressure on Robin Lehner after how the Fleury situation went 
down, but little indication that he can’t handle it, and even without any 
major offseason acquisitions this is still the deepest roster in the division. 
Weird things can happen, especially once the playoffs start, but it already 
feels like we can safely pencil them into the final four. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Last season: 36-12-8, +41, lost in second round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: How much time have you got? 

Why they’re here: The Hurricanes finished last year with the league’s 
best record outside the West’s big two, more progress for a team that’s 
seemed like it was on the verge of a breakthrough for a few years now. 
That breakthrough hasn’t quite happened, but the talent is there. The 
question is in goal, where all three of last year’s goalie rotation are gone 
and they’ll rely on Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. Between that and 
the loss of Dougie Hamilton, there’s at least some potential here for a 
step back. The Metro will be tough, and nobody’s completely safe, but 
the Hurricanes have room to work with and should at least be in the mix 
for home ice. 

Boston Bruins 

Last season: 33-16-7, +30, lost in second round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They lost David Krejci, added Nick 
Foligno, re-signed Taylor Hall and replaced Tuukka Rask with Linus 
Ullmark, at least for now. 

Why they’re here: There’s room for some pessimism in Boston, as 
Krejci’s departure followed last year’s Zdeno Chara’s exit as the latest 
domino from the Cup era to fall. This is an older team and the window is 
closing, but I don’t think it’s shut yet, even in a tough division. If Ullmark 
plays well, they’re a lock for the playoffs and should be a high seed. If 
not, maybe Rask is back after all. 

New York Islanders 

Last season: 32-17-7, +27, lost in third round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: We don’t know, Lou Lamoriello doesn’t 
want to tell us. 

Why they’re here: Because they have arguably the best goaltending in 
the league and Barry Trotz, so it’s possible that nobody will score on 
them all year. The question might be which version of the offense shows 
up — the one that was outscored by the Senators in the regular season, 
or the one that ranked fourth in goals-per-game in the playoffs. Probably 
somewhere in between, which should be more than enough. 

Florida Panthers 

Last season: 37-14-5, +37, lost in first round. 
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Their offseason in one sentence: They added Sam Reinhart but lost 
Chris Driedger to expansion. 

Why they’re here: Because they were really good last year, when they 
finished ahead of the Lightning before bowing out to them in the first 
round. That was a disappointing result, but remember the Panthers went 
into the playoffs without Aaron Ekblad. He’s back, and Reinhart adds 
scoring punch. The real key here will be in net, where they’ll need to 
either see Sergei Bobrovsky return to form or Spencer Knight step up 
and take over. The latter seems like the more likely scenario right now, 
which creates some questions around how you handle a $10-million 
backup, but that might be a question for next summer. 

Washington Capitals 

Last season: 36-15-5, +27, lost in first round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: Their biggest loss was goaltender Vitek 
Vanecek, while their biggest acquisition was goaltender Vitek Vanecek. 

Why they’re here: Because I need eight teams, and while I feel good 
about the seven up above, the last spot came down to the Caps or the 
Wild. I went with Washington, partly because I wouldn’t want Wild fans to 
feel disoriented by seeing their team outside of its traditional middle-of-
the-pack habitat. The Caps are coming off another very good regular 
season, but they’ve yet to win a round since their 2018 Stanley Cup win. 
The window is closing, and seeing it slam shut this season would be 
unexpected but not exactly shocking. I’m gambling that they’ve got 
another year among the elite, but it does feel like a gamble. 

The Your-Guess-Is-As-Good-As-Mine Division 

These are the teams I just can’t figure out. My original list for this group 
had 32 teams, but I narrowed it down. 

Seattle Kraken 

Last season: They didn’t lose a game all year. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They exist now, thanks to the 
expansion draft, some big UFA signings, and a (much smaller than 
expected) handful of trades. 

Why they’re here: Because they’re an expansion team, and we should all 
be terrified of predicting what an expansion team will do. We can retcon 
the history all we want, but we all thought the Golden Knights were going 
to be awful and then they went all the way to the final, so it’s at least a 
little bit comforting that we can’t possibly be any wronger about Seattle. 

That said, the best guess is that this is a decent roster with strong 
goaltending, and in the Pacific that should be enough to stay in the mix. 
There’s no sign of a Vegas-style Cup run here, but then again there 
wasn’t any sign of that with Vegas either, so who knows. Their draft was 
fine and Dave Hakstol was an interesting choice for coach, so let’s see 
where it all goes. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Last season: 35-19-2, +29, swept in first round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They added Duncan Keith and Zach 
Hyman, but lost a few supporting pieces and didn’t upgrade the 
goaltending. 

Why they’re here: Because they’re pretty much always here. 

I’ve long ago given up on pretending I understand the Oilers. They have 
arguably the two best players in the world, some decent supporting 
talent, and goaltending that was good enough last year, so maybe they’re 
contenders. But they don’t have enough supporting talent and that 
goaltending seems tenuous at best, plus they’re the Oilers, so maybe this 
ends in disaster. Last year, it was kind of both. I know they won’t be 
boring, but at this point, I have to admit that’s pretty much all I know. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last season: 35-14-7, +38, I don’t want to talk about it. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They tinkered around the edges but 
defiantly kept the core in place. 

Why they’re here: Maybe my real question for the Leafs isn’t so much 
how the season will go, but whether it even matters. With apologies to 
the Avs, there isn’t a team in the league where regular-season accolades 
and accomplishments will matter less because nobody cares until they 
make some kind of run. 

Will they? They certainly have the talent, and maybe the only reason it 
hasn’t happened yet is because this is the age of hyper-parity and when 
you’re flipping a coin then sometimes it just comes up tails a few times in 
a row. That seems to be the bet that GM Kyle Dubas has made, and he 
might be right. But even if he is, it won’t matter if it’s tails again this year. 
You only say it’s all or nothing so many times before “nothing” stops 
being acceptable. 

Like I wrote in the spring, this time feels different and the stakes are high. 
This is the most skilled Leafs team of my lifetime, but if you’re not a 
Toronto fan then it’s hard to describe how close it all feels to falling apart. 
That could even happen during the season, although the far more likely 
scenario is that they’re good for 82 games and then go into a first-round 
matchup with Boston or Tampa or whoever with somewhere between a 
45 and 55 chance of winning, and then we all hold our breath to see how 
the coin lands. 

New Jersey Devils 

Last season: 19-30-7, -44, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They signed Dougie Hamilton in the key 
moment from an offseason that Dom rated as the single best in the entire 
league. 

Why they’re here: The Devils will be a fun team to watch this year, and 
the Hamilton signing clearly signaled that they’re done with the passive 
rebuild and ready to move forward. But how far can they go? All the 
Metro playoff spots are arguably spoken for, and even those four wins 
Dom says they added don’t get them anywhere close enough. Then 
again, we’re all expecting Jack Hughes to blow up, Mackenzie 
Blackwood could improve (as long as he’s playing), and Nico Hischier is 
still just 22. It feels like the next step for the Devils is a year where they 
hang around the race before fading late, but sometimes teams skip that 
part. I’m not counting on it here, but I’m reluctant to rule it out. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Last season: 23-29-4, -39, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They were extremely busy, with the 
highlight being the blockbuster trade that added Oliver Ekman-Larsson 
and Conor Garland, and last week they finally got deals done for Quinn 
Hughes and Elias Pettersson. 

Why they’re here: Last year was a total disaster, but there’s at least an 
argument to be made that we mostly write that off under the 
circumstances. This team was a good team in 2019-20, and on paper at 
least they’ve improved since then, at least in the short term. Thatcher 
Demko might be a stud in the making, Ekman-Larsson has plenty to 
prove, Hughes and Pettersson are ready for the next level, and they’re in 
the weakest division so the playoffs are absolutely in reach. The one 
problem: I could have said everything in that last sentence heading into 
last year and they face-planted, so if you’re not willing to hand-wave 
away that season then you’re left wondering what the heck this team 
wants to be when it grows up. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Last season: 24-25-7, -25, missed playoffs. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They made several huge trades, 
including the acquisitions of Marc-Andre Fleury and Seth Jones, 
welcomed back Jonathan Toews, and sent Duncan Keith packing, with 
all of it happening in the shadow of an organization engulfed in an ugly 
scandal. 

Why they’re here: On paper, not many teams did more to improve than 
Chicago. After heading into last season without an established 
goaltender, they now have the reigning Vezina winner, and he’ll play 
behind a guy in Jones who was in the Norris conversation just a few 
years ago. Mix in Toews being back, and this feels like a playoff team 
again, and maybe even more. But there’s plenty of risk here too. Fleury is 
about to turn 37, Jones is coming off a lousy year, and we don’t know 
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what Toews will be able to do quite yet. You look at the Central, and 
anything from second to seventh feels realistic. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Last season: 24-21-11, -7, lost Stanley Cup Final. 

Their offseason in one sentence: Shea Weber is gone, Carey Price might 
be out to start the season, Phillip Danault is in L.A., Jesperi Kotkaniemi is 
in Carolina, they also lost Corey Perry and Tomas Tatar, but at least their 
draft was a disaster. 

Why they’re here: First of all, the offseason wasn’t all bad — they made 
some nice additions, including Christian Dvorak and Mike Hoffman. Still, 
pretty much everyone is picking them to miss the playoffs. So is that 
because they’re bad, or because the people who make predictions love 
to show off how smart they are by picking against a team that just had a 
deep run? 

It might be both, but we’ll see. I actually do think they miss out, but it’s 
not really all that hard to imagine a bunch of “Oops, we all wrote off the 
Habs and now they’re back in the postseason and we were all wrong 
again” articles in a few months. And of course, if they do make it that far 
then all bets are off once Carey Price flips the switch and becomes 
Playoff Carey Price. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last season: 37-16-3, +38, lost in first round. 

Their offseason in one sentence: They mostly stayed the course, at least 
as far as major moves go. 

Why they’re here: There’s no team in the league with a wider range of 
plausible outcomes. Could they win the Cup? Of course they could, 
they’re the Penguins — remember, these guys had the best record in the 
division last year, and once Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin are 
healthy they’ve got enough top end talent to beat anyone. Tristan Jarry 
was bad last year, but he’s a goalie so who knows what he’ll do this time. 
If he’s even average, yes, they’re contenders. 

Unless they’re not, because they’re old, Crosby and Malkin are both 
going to miss the start of the season, Jarry might just not be very good, 
there’s no help on the way from prospects, and when windows slam shut 
the drop can sometimes be a plummet. If you time-traveled back from 
next spring and told me the Penguins missed the playoffs by a mile and 
finished close to the bottom five, I wouldn’t be shocked. 

If anything they’re in the wrong group here because your guess isn’t as 
good as mine because I don’t even have a guess. I have no idea with this 
team, and unlike the other 31 I’m not even going to pretend I do. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 8 Maple Leafs Notes: Why Ho-Sang is joining the Marlies 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 5, 2021, 10:13 PM 

 

TORONTO – Tryouts can work, kids. 

While the passionate and persistent Josh Ho-Sang notched another pre-
season assist Monday in Ottawa, his tryout has concluded with a one-
year AHL deal, not an NHL one. 

“I think Josh is not playing at the level now that he was last week, so 
that’s been a little bit tougher for him,” Toronto Maple Leafs head coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “But the work that he’s put in, the attitude he’s had, 
the approach he’s taken all the way through this, I’ve been very 
impressed with him.” 

Ho-Sang had said he’d be more than willing to start his season in the 
minors, and on Tuesday night he signed an AHL contract instead of a 
two-way one. 

“I'd be willing to start in the East Coast,” Ho-Sang said at the outset of 
camp. “I'm not entitled by any means. I don’t think that I deserve anything 
here. For me, I am happy to be a part of this organization in any way they 
need me. If they need me sharpening skates, if they need me taping 
sticks, you know, this place is so special, and I don't truly believe that 
everyone gets to experience that.” 

This way, Toronto avoids clearing the local talent through waivers before 
grooming him for a potential call-up and an NHL contract. 

“I’ve played against Josh my whole life,” Mitch Marner said. “What I’ve 
seen him do is nothing really too surprising to me. He has a great 
mindset of creativity and finding plays throughout the ice, power play or 
not. His work ethic is something that has impressed everyone. I think 
everyone realizes the potential he has.” 

In the event of a slump or injury, we could see Ho-Sang giving the Maple 
Leafs a mid-season energy boost. 

“Every day is an opportunity here,” Keefe encouraged. “All through the 
season we’ll remain flexible, and we’ll monitor players that end up with 
the Marlies. “It’s an ongoing thing. Just take advantage of every rep you 
get.” 

If Ho-Sang does get his second NHL life, it’ll be the hard way. 

And that’s not a bad thing. 

Watching who Nick Robertson played with in training camp, and how his 
coach spoke about him, it was inevitable that he’d be starting the season 
in the minors. 

He just turned 20 last month, and it’s better to bring ’em up overripe. 

Not a chance Robertson is pleased with getting cut Tuesday, but with 
time in the AHL, he can work on better using his linemates, improving his 
stride, and sharpening his penalty-killing skills. 

There’s no room in Toronto’s crowded top six for him — yet. He’s not a 
shutdown third-liner. So, Robertson might have to find other ways to steal 
a job. 

“There’s downs in everyone’s career,” Robertson, ever determined, said 
Tuesday. “What keeps going is trying to get better. “I’m going to be a full-
time NHL player one day; it’s just a matter of when.” 

Hutchinson the Leafs first waiver risk 

With two goalie prospects, Ian Scott and Joseph Woll, getting banged up 
during this training camp, Toronto has been reminded of its tenuous 
depth in net. 

The Maple Leafs surely hope Michael Hutchinson (4-2-1, .919 last 
season) slips through waivers Wednesday and remains a decent third-
string option. Remember, third goalie Aaron Dell got scooped early in 
2020-21 before even playing a game for the Leafs. 

The organization wants to ice a much more competitive farm club, as the 
Marlies have trended downward since their 2018 Calder Cup run. 

Some other Leafs who must clear waivers if they are to join the Marlies: 
Pierre Engvall, Adam Brooks, Joey Anderson, Alex Biega, and Michael 
Amadio. 

Soupy, Souperman, Mickey… Cobra? 

Ilya Mikheyev has had nearly as many nicknames as a Leaf as he’s had 
breakaways. 

The affable Russian demonstrated Tuesday that the “Cobra” handle 
stems from how he held his injured wrist like an alert snake head: 

Mikheyev doesn’t mind the nickname — which was given to him by Jake 
Muzzin — but he’s got a touch of Indiana Jones in him: "I'm scared of 
snakes. I don't like it. I'm sorry. It’s OK. Just nickname." 

Muzzin drops the Quote of the Week 
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Jake Muzzin grinned wide when explaining the exclusivity of his backyard 
pitch ’n’ putt, featured in Amazon Prime’s All or Nothing series: "There's a 
fee. It's a case of beer to get on that course." 

Matthews ‘itching’ to get back into full practices 

“Skating solo isn't the same, especially when you're watching the boys 
have fun out there,” Auston Matthews said Monday, after participating in 
his first practice since August’s wrist surgery. 

The stud centreman was on the ice early working with Marner on some 
power-play give-and-goes from the bumper, and he stayed late playing a 
game of rebound. 

Though he wore a red non-contact sweater, Matthews said it was simply 
precautionary: “The guys know not to try and run me through the boards 
right now.” 

The Rocket champ says he is still “planning and hoping” to play in the 
Oct. 13 season opener and does see some value in squeezing into 
Saturday’s pre-season finale — if possible. 

He still needs to feel more comfortable digging for pucks and battling in 
face-offs, but it’s only a matter of time. 

"I'm still gaining some strength back in my arm and my wrist and stuff like 
that, so it's not quite where I want it to be, but I like [how] it's progressing 
and where it's going,” Matthews said. "The slight pain I'll feel once in a 
while is from sitting around for six weeks and not being able to do much 
and obviously jumping back into it. It's not bad pain. 

"It's just kind of how it is when you come back from surgery." 

When you take a flier on a free agent like Ondrej Kase, who was limited 
to just three games last season due to concussions, you proceed with 
caution. 

“In terms of scheduling and monitoring his workload and stuff like that, I 
think you're just naturally on guard a little bit more. You want to make 
sure you're putting him in a position to succeed,” Keefe says. 

“I was really excited about [his play], and he's delivered on that. The 
health is something we've got to be really smart with.” 

Toronto’s medical team speaks with Kase daily, and the coaches are 
consciously building up the foundation of the versatile winger’s game to 
the point where they can feel confident that he can simply go play. 

Keefe hasn’t limited Kase at all and is thus far impressed with his comfort 
level joining a new team after a shaky 2020-21. 

“I was actually excited that the Leafs signed me, because you need to 
trust yourself if you're going to play in the best league,” Kase says. “So, I 
try to trust myself the best I can, and hopefully it will be great. Sometimes 
it was tough [not playing], but my family and my girlfriend supported me a 
lot, so it was a little bit easier.” 

How does Mitch Marner cope with the spotlight of being a superstar in a 
hockey-crazed town? 

"Stay away from reading whatever you guys write,” he replied to 
reporters Tuesday. 

That goes for the positive and the negative press. He’s trying to live in a 
media-free bubble to avoid the highs and lows. Including social media. 

"Just get rid of it completely," Marner said. "That's the way you got to do 
it. You know, just take yourself away from it and try and be in the here 
and now. I mean, there's always good things said, but there's always bad 
things. So, for me, it was just better deleting some [apps] and get off of it 
completely. I just let my team handle all that stuff. And, that's kind of how 
I handled it this past summer." 

Marner admits there “probably” is more pressure on him as a hometown 
kid repping the Maple Leaf. 

"Just because you live here all year round,” he said. “But there's pressure 
on anyone on this team or management, it doesn't matter where you're 
from.” 

One-Timers 

• Kurtis Gabriel as a Leaf: two home games, two fights…. 

• Muzzin and Travis Dermott are both day-to-day after being last-minute 
unhealthy scratches in Ottawa Monday. “Both we’re expecting to bounce 
back,” Keefe assures. 

• Contrary to a report, the coach says the Leafs did not beg out of 
Monday’s pre-season shootout in Ottawa because some players were 
sick. Keefe explained both he and Ottawa coach D.J. Smith didn't really 
care if there was one, so the officials decided to nix it. 

• With more cuts coming down Wednesday, the Maple Leafs are off to 
play golf in cottage country, where they’ll also practice Thursday and 
Friday. A much-needed change of scenery during a grinding three-week 
training camp. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Connor McDavid growing into own voice with 
experience 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 5, 2021, 3:14 PM 

 

EDMONTON -- “There’s a lot of respect that goes along with playing 
hockey…” 

Connor McDavid was looking the interviewer in the eye, and really 
digging in for a Sunday sitdown with Sportsnet, an exercise that, in the 
past, has been a chore from both sides of the journalistic fence. 

If you, the hockey fan, have suffered through years of Connor McDavid 
interviews where he has held his tongue -- saying as little as humanly 
possible, but enough to get to the finish line of his media avail -- then you 
should also have noticed that McDavid’s media profile is changing. 

A career paved with six seasons and over 400 games of deference 
towards the officials, the game and his opponents -- every answer about 
the coming Olympics salted with a “if I can make the team,” -- the time 
has come for a 24-year-old McDavid to ease into being more than just 
the face of the game. 

Now, he feels comfortable letting his voice have a bigger role. 

“For me, it’s definitely taken me a long time to open up a little bit,” he told 
Sportsnet on Sunday. “I’m still not… What I put in front of the camera is 
not necessarily who I am each and every day. But I try and do my best 
for the fans, and for the game. I do try to be better at it.” 

McDavid spoke out on a missed tripping call on Monday night. We’ll get 
to that in a minute. 

Why did he choose to speak out so forcefully, with the regular season still 
over a week away? What has transformed a young player who would 
normally give us a word salad, into a leader who speaks his mind about 
how the game is played and officiated? 

It’s time. That is what has changed. 

“There’s a lot of respect that goes along with playing hockey. You’ve got 
to earn everyone’s respect, and once you feel like you've been able to do 
that, you get a little more comfortable,” he said. “You feel like you can 
say something. Like you’ve earned the right to say something.” 

McDavid blew out his knee on this play, when then-Flames defenceman 
Mark Giordano took out his feet and McDavid went crashing into the 
goalpost. In the aftermath, he said almost nothing about Giordano’s role 
in the mishap. 

On Monday Flames defenceman Brandon Tanev jammed his stick 
between the feet of McDavid, who was at top speed. No call was made, 
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but when McDavid sat down at the post-game podium, there was no 
chance he was going to walk out of that room before getting a few things 
off of his chest. 

It’s a welcome change. 

“They have the right to defend their net, to defend me trying to get in 
there,” McDavid began. “But when the stick comes into the feet, like 
Tanev’s did, it’s a dangerous play for me and for the goalie. I don’t want 
to go flying in there, the goalie doesn’t want me to go flying in there. And 
the guy that’s left safe is the defenceman that’s sloppy with his stick.” 

If you’ve followed McDavid’s career through the media, your ears would 
have perked up like mine did when he called an opponent’s effort 
“sloppy.” That could be a first for McDavid over the six years since we 
first met him, a time when he has bent over backwards not to come off as 
a generational talent looking down on or speaking ill of another player 
who does not possess his skill set. 

“Obviously we want to increase offence, and the (defenceman) has to be 
able to defend his net as well,” McDavid said. “But when the stick gets 
caught up in the feet and sends someone flying into the net, I think you’d 
like to see that start being called a little more.” 

This is the year that McDavid gets to play for Team Canada. When 
Canucks, Maple Leafs and Flames fans alike will put down their 
differences and get behind the guy wearing No. 97 on his back and a red 
maple leaf on his chest. 

McDavid will wear a letter at the Olympics for Team Canada, and if he is 
not the captain -- which we don’t suspect will happen -- it will be the last 
Olympics where the ‘C’ isn’t sewn over his heart. 

McDavid is the best offensive player in the game. Nobody would argue 
that. 

Is he the best player, period? Well, he hasn’t won any Stanley Cups, or 
played in a best-on-best since the 2015 World Juniors. 

But this February in Beijing, that begins to change. And following that, 
come May, we’ll see if the Edmonton Oilers can do their part to building 
the kind of resume that Sidney Crosby, Mario Lemieux and Wayne 
Gretzky can claim -- with Stanley Cups to go with Canada Cups and 
Olympic gold medals. 

And as that process unfolds, we are seeing this young phenom grow up, 
and grow more comfortable. 

The face of the game, it seems, may yet become the voice of the game. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks notebook: Justin Dowling making solid case to 
stick 

 

Iain MacIntyre @imacSportsnet  

October 6, 2021, 1:53 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — It says much that with one week to go until the regular 
season, the forward who led the Vancouver Canucks in ice time Tuesday 
against the Seattle Kraken was depth candidate Justin Dowling. 

It’s go-time for the “bubble” players trying to make the Canucks and 
Dowling, a 31-year-old who has logged 76 games in his NHL career and 
filled a utility role for the Dallas Stars the last three seasons, had his most 
impressive day in Vancouver. 

Russian rookie Vasily Podkolzin also had easily his best day of the pre-
season, and Jason Dickinson, the higher-profile acquisition from the 
Stars, played the powerful two-way game the Canucks have been waiting 
for since training camp opened. 

All of this individual urgency didn’t exactly translate into victory, as the 
Kraken dressed nearly all of what will be its NHL lineup and won 4-0. But 
Vancouver did outshoot Seattle 38-25, and the elevated play from guys 
trying to make or move up the lineup was encouraging. 

Dowling, who appears close to securing the fourth-line centre spot with 
two pre-season games remaining, logged 19:35 of ice time, played more 
than four minutes each on the power play and penalty kill, took 15 
faceoffs and looked exactly like the versatile, competent forward the 
Canucks were hoping for. 

“I can’t remember last time I played close to 20 minutes but, obviously, 
it’s nice getting the opportunity and getting to play in all situations and 
show what I can do,” Dowling said. “I think it just goes to show that they 
trust you. I’m new to the team. . . new to the organization, so it’s nice to 
be able to go out there and show that I can do it.” 

Dowling was part of an army of players the Canucks signed in free 
agency to push for an NHL job while guaranteeing organizational depth 
and a solid talent base for Vancouver’s new farm team in nearby 
Abbotsford, B.C. He signed a two-year, one-way contract for $750,000 
per season, which could also make the centre from Cochrane, Alta., a 
salary-cap bargain if he makes the NHL roster. 

“The last few years, I’ve kind of been known as a guy who can kind of 
come in and fill any role that’s needed, and I take a lot of pride in that,” 
he said. “I think it’s good to have that, bring a lot of tools to the game.” 

GO POD GO 

After his NHL readiness was the main media topic at the morning skate, 
Podkolzin had an excellent game after a quiet start to camp that had 
seen coach Travis Green push the 20-year-old down the lineup. 

Playing with Dowling, Podkolzin had three shots and four hits and 
displayed directness and confidence in his offensive game. On one 
memorable foray to the Seattle net in the second period, Podkolzin 
dangled around former Norris Trophy winner Mark Giordano to put 
himself one on one with goalie Philipp Grubauer, the game’s first star. 

“I thought that was his best game,” Green said. “His pace was higher. 
You could see he got his feet moving tonight. He was physical. It’s funny 
when you skate, when you get your feet moving, a lot of things open up 
in your game, not just with the puck but way from the puck, allowing you 
to be physical and use your strength.” 

GREEN GOES DEEP 

After Green spent several days of the pre-season — especially before 
the weekend return of young stars Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes 
eased tension throughout the organization — seemingly saying as little 
as possible, the coach gave an expansive and revealing answer before 
Tuesday’s game when asked about expectations in the market for young 
players like Podkolzin and fellow rookie Jack Rathbone. 

Remaining Time -3:21 

After watching games at home, Pettersson and Hughes wanted to get 
deals done 

Expected by many to establish himself among the top-nine forwards as a 
20-year-old straight out of Russia — and starting camp on a line with J.T. 
Miller — Podkolzin has had an underwhelming pre-season. 

“Both these young guys, I think they’re both excellent young players, and 
we’re lucky to have them,” Green told reporters after the morning skate. 
“At the end of the day, we’re going to see where they end up. I really 
don’t know right now. 

“I always tend to pump the brakes a little bit just because I know that … 
putting more pressure on a player isn’t necessary. Let them come in and 
play. Let them just play and become the player they’re going to be 
instead of us deciding what the player is going to be before he is. 

“Us developing them the right way is important, and it might not always 
meet everyone’s standards or wishes. Maybe in the past people haven’t 
liked the way we’ve developed certain players or questioned it, but I think 
we’ve done a pretty good job at developing some of these young guys. I 
tend to think about it from their (perspective) too, and make sure that 
they’re protected. We want the best for them.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2021 

 

On Podkolzin specifically, Green said: “Does he have stuff to work on? 
Yeah, but I like him a lot. Now when you say you like a player, that 
doesn’t mean that he’s going to get given everything all at once. But he’s 
a hard worker, he pays attention to detail, he wants to learn, he’s strong 
on the puck. We’re going to try to push his pace a little bit. . . get his feet 
moving. These are all things, that in young players … there’s a lot to 
learn. It’s not an easy league just to step in and play. I like him a lot as a 
player, and we’re going to have to make a decision on him at the end of 
camp.” 

Podkolzin gave Green more to think about Tuesday night. And in a 
positive way. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.06.2021 

1192652 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / NHL Milestone WATCH: Sidney Crosby, Marc-Andre 
Fleury both chasing 500 

 

Josh Beneteau@jbenny15 

October 5, 2021, 11:36 AM 

 

For years Marc-Andre Fleury and Sidney Crosby were inseparable as 
two anchors on a Penguins dynasty that won three Stanley Cups and 
spent more than a decade as a powerhouse in the NHL. 

While they haven’t been teammates for five seasons now, the two future 
Hall of Famers are connected in this column by one thing: the number 
500. 

Fleury, now a member of the Blackhawks, is on pace to reach 500 
regular season wins this season while Crosby can join Alex Ovechkin as 
the only other player to score 500 goals in the post-lockout era. 

Those are just two of the notable milestones that could be hit this 
season. Here are some of the ones we’ll be watching for. 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Chicago Blackhawks: Eight wins from 500 

When asked if this season might be his last on 32 Thoughts: The 
Podcast, Marc-Andre Fleury said that it “could be.” If this really is the last 
dance for Fleury, he has the chance to go out with a special milestone by 
becoming just the third goalie to record 500 regular season wins. 

Fleury won 26 of his 36 starts last season on route to winning his first 
Vezina Trophy, but he’s now a member of the rebuilding Blackhawks as 
opposed to the perennial-contending Golden Knights. Still, Fleury should 
be the primary starter in Chicago and will get plenty of chances to crack 
500. 

As for where his career goes from here? No one knows, including the 
goalie himself. 

Other potential win milestones: Sergei Bobrovsky (three away from 300), 
Mike Smith (17 away from 300), Andrei Vasilevskiy (10 away from 200). 

Keith Yandle, Philadelphia Flyers: 43 consecutive games played away 
from 965 

A lot has changed in the NHL over the past 12 seasons but one thing has 
remained the same: Keith Yandle’s presence in an NHL lineup. The 
veteran defenceman, now a member of the Flyers, currently holds the 
second-longest iron man streak in NHL history with 922 consecutive 
games played. If he’s able to stick with the Flyers and stay healthy, he 
will pass Doug Jarvis’ all-time record of 964 in Game 43 against the Red 
Wings on Jan. 18. 

Yandle began the streak as a 22-year-old on March 26, 2009, while a 
member of the Phoenix Coyotes. Since then, he hasn’t missed a regular 
season game -- including playing in 84 during the 2014-15 campaign 
after a trade from the Coyotes to the Rangers. 

Now 35, Yandle isn't taking anything for granted. 

"I would say a lot of luck," Yandle said in a recent interview about the 
streak with Yahoo! Sports' Wayne Fish. "I think every guy once you get to 
this level has the same type of compete and will to play. You want to be 
out there every day with your teammates, and I think for me I have been 
fortunate. I love coming to the rink whether it is practice day or game day. 
You love being here with the guys. The training staff and stuff like that I 
have had have been great and it is the same here.’’ 

Yandle isn’t the only person who could break Jarvis’ record this season, 
although he is in line to be the first. Free agent Patrick Marleau is 54 
games behind Jarvis while Coyotes star Phil Kessel is 64. 

Sidney Crosby: 14 goals away from 500 

Sidney Crosby doesn’t get enough credit as a goal-scorer because his 
career will always be compared to Alex Ovechkin. But this season, 
Crosby has a chance to become just the second player to score 500 
goals in the post-lockout era. 

Crosby has dealt with injuries throughout his career but still managed to 
score at least 24 goals in 13 of his 16 seasons -- including last year’s 
pandemic-shortened campaign. Of all the players to play at least 100 
games since his debut in 2005-06, he ranks sixth in goals per game with 
a rate of 0.47, only trailing heavy hitters Ovechkin, Auston Matthews, 
Steven Stamkos, Ilya Kovalchuck and Connor McDavid. 

Even more impressively, Crosby enters the season with more career 
points (1,325) than Ovechkin (1,320) despite playing in 158 fewer games 
than his rival. 

Still only 34, Crosby has a few good years left and should clear the 600 
goal mark before retiring. If concussions hadn't derailed his career early 
on who knows how many more goals he would have scored, so he'll have 
to settle for watching Ovechkin try to take down the ultimate goal-scoring 
record -- Wayne Gretzky’s 894. 

“It would be awesome. He’s in range,” Crosby said of Ovechkin's chase 
in a recent interview with ESPN’s Greg Wyshynski. "I just hope that all 
his goals that he gets are against the other teams, as he's trying to add 
towards it." 

Other potential goal-scoring milestones: Phil Kessel (nine away from 
400), Auston Matthews (one away from 200), Leon Draisaitl (one away 
from 200), Connor McDavid (five away from 200). 

Alex Ovechkin: 37 goals away from 767 

Ovechkin is coming off the lowest-goal-scoring season of his career (24 
in 45 games) but if he can stay healthy and return to form, he has a 
chance to move into third on the all-time goal-scoring list this season. 

The now 36-year-old is entering the season with 730 career goals, good 
for sixth all-time, but he can jump Marcel Dionne (731), Brett Hull (741) 
and Jaromir Jagr (766) with a strong year. That would leave just Gordie 
Howe’s 801 and Gretzky’s 894 standing in his way. 

Ovechkin is playing on a new five-year contract and will need to average 
32.5 goals per season over that whole contract to catch Gretzky. 

"Yeah, obviously, but I try to not think about it," Ovechkin said of chasing 
Gretzky's record during the recent NHL media tour. "I try to go out there 
and play and try to do my best." 
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'Cobra' Mikheyev looks to shake off snakebitten run 

 

By Mark Masters 
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TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated in two groups at Scotiabank Arena on Tuesday ahead of their 
preseason game against the Montreal Canadiens. 

A serious injury led to a funny nickname for Ilya Mikheyev, who's been 
dubbed "Cobra" by some teammates. The Russian winger had his wrist 
lacerated by a skate blade on Dec. 27, 2019, which led to his arm being 
in a cast.  

"My arm stood like this," Mikheyev said while demonstrating the elevated 
look for reporters. 

Does Mikheyev like snakes?  

"I scared of snakes," he admitted with a small smile, "but, it's ok, just [a] 
nickname."  

Mikheyev has been a snakebitten scorer during his time in the National 
Hockey League. He's trying to change that this season and, after a run 
mostly on the third line, earn a bigger role with the Leafs. He'll get an 
audition tonight on a line with John Tavares and William Nylander.  

"These guys have big skills, of course, and I have to help them get the 
puck in all zones," Mikheyev noted.  

"I just hope he's himself, the player that he is," said coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "He's had a really good camp. He's a big guy who skates 
extremely well, has the puck a lot, gets it to the offensive zone. You want 
him to create opportunities when it's time to create opportunities, you 
want him to finish his chances when he gets those chances and it's a 
really good opportunity for him here tonight. He has played with them in 
the past so it's not entirely new." 

Free-agent signing Michael Bunting got a look beside Tavares early in 
camp and earned positive reviews.  

"It's a very important position for us," said Keefe of the open top-six job. 
"The player who gets the opportunity to begin with will be held to a high 
standard ... I don't know, to be honest, if we'll have a consistent player 
there."  

Mikheyev produced just seven goals in 54 games last season despite 
firing 107 shots on net. The potential for more offence appears to be 
there.  

"I've seen it in practice," said Mitch Marner. "He's got the scoring touch, 
it's just sometimes you get in your own mind and squeeze the stick too 
hard and stuff doesn't go in for you and you get more mad." 

Teammates plan to keep reminding Mikheyev of all the value he brings 
even when he doesn't score. 

"He wants to continue being able to grow himself offensively," said 
Tavares, "but any team that wins and has success, you see how many 
key players aren't always counted on to score and they do so many 
different things and he's one of those guys for us." 

'Cobra' Mikheyev looking to strike on Tavares-Nylander line 

Ilya Mikheyev will get his shot alongside John Tavares and Mitch Marner 
and hopes to find his finishing touch. Sheldon Keefe says the line isn't a 
lock yet and believes there are a few players who could slot in beside 
Tavares and Marner. 

Nylander is finding his voice within the Leafs dressing room.  

"I wanted to become a little bit more of a leader on the team," the 25-
year-old said of his mindset this year. "As I've gotten older I've learned a 
few things and maybe grown a little more in the role. I'm not trying to do 
anything special, just talk a little more and say what I think." 

"Willy always has a presence, but he's probably more vocal now," 
observed forward Alex Kerfoot. "He always works extremely hard and 
knows what he needs to do to get himself ready, but maybe he's doing a 
little bit more now to help other guys and push other guys to get to the 
next level." 

Keefe believes Nylander's new approach is tied to his strong 
performance in the recent playoffs when he led the team in goals (five) 
and points (eight).  

"It's hard to be a leader if you're trying to find your game and make an 
impact consistently, but he found another level last season and through 
the playoffs," Keefe pointed out. "He was a lot more vocal in that series 
than he's been and he's carried some of that forward into the early 
goings of this camp."  

"He seems really focused," said Auston Matthews, "and just really dialed 
in right now. He looks really, really determined. He's a big part of this 
team. When he's on, he's an incredible player. We need him to be the 
best he can be and so far he's looked extremely well. It's been fun to 
watch."  

Nylander emerging as leader on Leafs 

According to Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe, William Nylander found 
his game throughout last season and was a lot more vocal in the 
playoffs. That maturity on the ice has translated to more confidence and 
a leadership role that Nylander seems to be settling into. 

Marner is looking forward to getting reacquainted with Leafs Nation.  

"It will be great," the 24-year-old winger said. "I got to play in front of 
them in that Blue-White Game [on Friday], which was a lot of fun, but this 
atmosphere should be different." 

Five hundred and fifty vaccinated health-care workers got into the 
building to watch Game 7 of the playoff series against the Canadiens in 
May, but Marner hasn't played in front of a really big home crowd since 
the pandemic began. Ten thousand fans watched Toronto's first home 
pre-season game and Scotiabank Arena should be half full again tonight.  

Marner's previous pre-season game this year came on the road in 
Montreal.  

What did Marner miss most about playing in front of the faithful?  

"Just the feeling of having them with you," the Markham, Ont., native 
said, "and just kind of hearing them behind you and cheering you on 
whatever happens in the game. It's a lot of fun to be part of that." 

It's the sort of unconditional support that you won't find on social media. 
In the past, Marner has spoken about trying to ignore social media at key 
moments. In the wake of May's playoff collapse, he came up with a new 
strategy to tune out the noise.  

"Just get rid of it completely," he said. "That's the way you got to do it. 
You know, just take yourself away from it and try and be in the here and 
now. I mean, there's always good things said, but there's always bad 
things so, for me, it was just better deleting some things and get off of it 
completely. I just let my team handle all that stuff. And, that's kind of how 
I handled it this past summer." 

Is there more pressure in Toronto when you're a hometown kid?  

"Probably," Marner acknowledged, "just because you live here all year 
round. But there's pressure on anyone on this team or management, it 
doesn't matter where you're from."  

"I think it's just different for everybody," said Tavares, who's from 
Oakville, Ont. "Mitchy handles it well and I think he's only going to 
continue getting better [by] getting to know himself through his 
experiences and how he continues to grow and evolve and mature in 
how he deals with things, internalizes stuff, and deals with stuff on a daily 
basis."  

Marner on pressure of playing for Leafs as a hometown kid 

Mitch Marner discusses the pressure of playing for his hometown Maple 
Leafs and explains why a lot of bad comes with the good of social media 
and ultimately he had to get rid of it to avoid the distraction. 

There was supposed to be a shootout, regardless of the regulation result, 
following last night's pre-season game in Ottawa, but it got scrapped at 
the last minute. What happened?  

"We had our players all selected to go well in advance," Keefe said. "The 
referees seem to be coming over each game and asking the coaches if 
they want a shootout and [Senators coach] D.J. [Smith] threw his hands 
up and didn't really care, didn't want one, and sent them over to me and I 
said I didn't really care, especially with us playing a back-to-back. So, the 
referees, more or less, made the call. Either way, I was cool with it."  
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Following tonight's game, the Leafs will head to cottage country for a 
team-bonding trip.  

"Over half our team has been training in our facility all through the off-
season and have been here for a great deal of time so getting away for a 
couple days is a nice thing," Keefe said.  

The coach noted that before the pandemic started, the Leafs would often 
start their training camp on the road, which allowed guys to get familiar 
with new teammates in a different setting.  

"It will be a lot of fun," said defenceman Justin Holl. "I know we're going 
golfing tomorrow ... you don't get a lot of opportunities to do stuff like this 
during the year, because we're so busy."  
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Minor leaguer whose anger was ‘like a light switch’ had CTE, widow says 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

Former minor-league hockey player Tyler Amburgey was posthumously 
diagnosed with chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or CTE, the brain-
withering disease linked to repetitive brain trauma in contact sports, his 
widow told TSN in an interview. 

Amburgey was 29 when he died of COVID-19 in August 2020. His 
widow, Aimee Eigenberger, said that he had suffered from anxiety, 
depression and other symptoms of post-concussion syndrome for several 
years before his death.  

“He got a temper and wasn't sleeping,” Eigenberger said in a phone 
interview with TSN. “He'd be up for days on end and had anxiety. Tyler 
knew something was going on. He told me, ‘I can feel something wrong 
in my brain.’” 

Eigenberger said it almost seemed like Amburgey, who played seven 
professional seasons in three leagues, had become a different person. 

“He had numerous concussions playing hockey,” she said. “His 
behaviour changed. His anger was like a light switch. He’d fly off the 
handle over nothing, like if I asked him to mow the lawn. He’d go into our 
bedroom, sit on the bed, and just stare at the wall. And he was on so 
many medications. He was on meds to treat side effects from other 
meds. He was on OxyContin and Xanax and muscle relaxers. One 
neurologist had him on three or four different brain meds. There were 
days he would just cry if he forgot something or if he was late for 
something. And he was not a crier.” 

Eigenberger said Amburgey told her he wanted his brain to be donated to 
science. In late July, doctors at Boston University’s CTE Center told her 
that Amburgey had CTE. She said that she does not know the extent of 
the CTE because she still has not received a written report from 
scientists. 

A defenceman from Rowlett, Texas, Amburgey played on the U.S. 
Under-18 national team and went on to play seven professional seasons 
with teams in the United States Hockey League, the Central Hockey 
League and the Southern Professional Hockey League. 

Amburgey’s case highlights that while media accounts of athletes with 
CTE centre on those who make it to the major leagues in their sports, 
there are many minor-league pro athletes who are also at risk of 
developing long-term neurological problems because of concussions, 
said Chris Nowinski, chief executive of the Boston-based Concussion 
Legacy Foundation, which works with Boston University on CTE 
research. 

“There’s no question CTE is also a problem for minor-league athletes,” 
Nowinski said. “That’s concerning because they don’t have the same 
support systems as major-league athletes to help them if they do develop 

neurological disorders. Also, there are far more minor-league hockey 
players who never made it to the NHL than there are NHL players, and 
we don’t have any idea how many of the minor-league players are 
dealing with problems like this.” 

Amburgey played his final professional season in 2015-16 with the 
Pensacola Ice Flyers before returning to Texas.  

“Tyler tried to work at an office job. It wasn’t a fit for him,” Eigenberger 
said.  

Amburgey was coaching minor hockey in Dallas when he became ill with 
COVID-19. 

Eigenberger said she is sharing her family’s story to raise awareness of 
the issue of repeated brain trauma. 

“My advice to other hockey wives is to watch for signs and symptoms 
and do something,” she said. “Take them seriously. Once it goes too far, 
you don't know how dark it is.” 

Former NHL players who have been diagnosed with CTE include Stan 
Mikita, Bob Probert, Derek Boogaard, Jeff Parker, Wade Belak, Larry 
Zeidel, Reggie Fleming, Rick Martin, Steve Montador, Zarley Zalapski, 
Todd Ewen and Dan Maloney. 

Four former junior hockey players, who all died of suicide before the age 
of 30, have also tested positive for the disease. 

While the NFL admitted in 2016 that a link exists between repeated brain 
trauma and long-term neurological disorders, the NHL has rejected the 
connection. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman told a Canadian parliamentary 
committee studying concussions in sports in 2019 that no such 
association has been established. 

“Other than some anecdotal evidence, there has not been that conclusive 
link… there has not been conclusive determinations,” Bettman testified. 

The National Hockey League Players’ Association issued a statement to 
TSN a week later rejecting Bettman’s stance. 

“It goes without saying that trauma to the brain can be harmful and we 
recognize, as the [U.S.] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has cited, that the research to date suggests that CTE is caused 
by repeated trauma to the brain, including concussions and sub-
concussive events,” the union wrote. 
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