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Breaking down the Hurricanes’ roster battles, position by position: Has Seth Jarvis earned 
a spot? On the top line? 

By Sara Civian  

This Hurricanes training camp feels different than most in 
recent memory — especially those prior to 2018. 

“I mean unquestionably, really,” coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “Just looking back over the years, there were always 
good players. But there were some holes, maybe, or areas 
where you weren’t sure. But now I think we’re solid 
everywhere, and we’re kinda looking at guys that might be 
injury replacements, like, ‘Hey if we get hurt can that guy fit 
in there?’ 

“It’s definitely, I think, a way better place than we’ve been in 
recent memory.” 

To that point: The NHL roster itself is basically set. And that 
was by design for a team in a Cup window. 

The intriguing roster battles in this training camp largely 
revolve around where to put all the already-established NHL 
talent. It’s also about getting to know all the new guys and 
allowing those who haven’t played in a while — like 
goaltender Antti Raanta — to shake off the rust. 

Here’s a look at where pieces can still move around, starting 
with the one young prospect who has been making final 
decisions harder for the Canes than anticipated. 

The Seth Jarvis dilemma 

Before training camp, it was easy to look at Jarvis and see a 
19-year-old kid with so much hockey skill and IQ that you’d 
bet on him making the NHL — eventually. He’s been 
consistent so far in his career with the WHL’s Winterhawks, 
accumulating 57 goals and 125 points in 82 games over the 
past two seasons. Yeah, putting up those numbers might 
indicate a player ready for a different challenge despite a 
young age. His nine-game stint with the AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves in 2020-21 was more proof: seven goals and 11 
points in nine games. 

He stood out above everyone in this year’s pre-camp 
prospects tournament, as well, but that was just prospects. 
And then he stood out in his first preseason game, but that 
was more prospects. 

On Tuesday, though, it wasn’t just prospects, as he fit right in 
on a line with Nino Niederreiter and Jack Drury against 
Nashville’s NHL roster. Brind’Amour is the last person to 
rush anyone’s development — especially a center’s. (We 
had a great conversation about that the other day that I’ll 
touch on later. Back to Jarvis.) 

“He played pretty well. He certainly doesn’t look like a 
teenager in his first camp,” Brind’Amour said. “That was a 
real team out there. They were coming hard. He was 
impressive. That’s all I can say. He looks like he belongs in 
this league. That’s for sure.” 

The Canes have a good problem with too many NHL-caliber 
players to need to take a chance or rush a talented prospect 
into the NHL. Jarvis has a not-so-good problem, bound to the 
rules of the CHL that state he has to go back to his junior 
team if he doesn’t make the NHL outright out of camp — 
don’t pass go, don’t collect $200 dollars, no call-ups. The 
NHL-CHL agreement is basically this: If a player has played 
in the CHL and an NHL team drafts him, the player has to 
play in either the CHL or NHL until the season he turns 20. 
Then he can play in the AHL. And per the newly amended 
rules, he needed at least 20 AHL games to return to the 
pros, no matter how well he played in his shorter stint. 

“That’s the problem with the system, unfortunately,” 
Brind’Amour said. “There’s still a huge learning curve. 
There’s still a lot of mistakes being made, and that’s not just 
from not being here and understanding it, but he’s a quick 
learner from what I’ve seen in the time I’ve been with him. So 
yeah, the system on kids like that, it definitely doesn’t help 
them.” 

It’s tough to imagine returning to the WHL will be worthwhile 
for Jarvis, who had 42 goals, 98 points and a plus-53 rating 
in 58 games in his last full Portland season, 2019-20. The 
Canes do have one decent option to get a better look at 
Jarvis before they decide if it’s NHL or bust: They can keep 
him for nine regular-season games. 

Brind’Amour told me Sunday that using this option is a 
“definite” conversation the Hurricanes are having. And since 
then, Jarvis has only forced that conversation to continue. 

Jarvis situation aside, how does the lineup figure to look in 
about a week when there’s a meaningful puck drop? Let’s 
look at it position by position. 

First line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Andrei Svechnikov 

The contenders: Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Nino Niederreiter 

Despite Brind’Amour urging all of us not to panic about the 
lines in the first few days of training camp, almost promising 
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they wouldn’t be the same opening night, panic at the disco 
we did. 

I mean, how dare he relegate Svechnikov to the third line 
again? He couldn’t have possibly been just trying to get a 
look at where Nino Niederreiter could fit on the first line if he 
needs to get a quick monkey off his back, and God forbid 
Brind’Amour focus on new face Kotkaniemi’s fit on the 
second line. 

Not even a week later, Svechnikov was back on the first line 
alongside Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas. Pitchforks down. 

Center 

Sebastian Aho 

Need I say more? We’re in the prime Aho years, folks. Enjoy 
it. 

Right wing 

The favorite: Teuvo Teravainen 

The contenders: Martin Necas, Jarvis 

Yeah, I went there. What if Jarvis stays? Brind’Amour has 
been getting several different looks for Teravainen 
throughout camp, separating him from Aho in favor of depth. 
Or (rubs hands together) is he clearing a path for Jarvis? I 
personally think it’s a combination of everything, and maybe 
a little nudge to Teravainen that he can’t totally skip training 
camp. 

Brind’Amour is going to try to see his options to spread the 
scoring wealth as much as possible this season, and any 
coach should when you remember there’s another team on 
the other side of the ice planning matchups. But I think he’ll 
always default back to Svechnikov-Aho-Teravainen. 

Second Line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Kotkaniemi 

The contenders: Svechnikov, Niederreiter 

Kotkaniemi hasn’t moved from 2L the whole training camp, 
and he’s had a stupendous training camp. Sometimes these 
things are simple. 

Center 

The favorite: Vincent Trocheck 

The contenders: Kotkaniemi, Necas, Jordan Staal 

I’ll be dishing out several “contenders” for every center 
position, but barring injury it’s all set. The Canes placed a 
huge emphasis on center depth this offseason, and it’s 
created a situation in which young career centers can sort of 
hang out and get comfortable on the wings. As a legendary 
center himself, Brind’Amour loves this. 

“I think playing the wing is way easier than playing center. I 
mean, that’s just a fact,” he said. “I mean, there’s way less — 
I hate to say responsibility — but it’s a tougher job (at 
center). Just faceoffs in general, usually the low guy playing 
D-zone coverage, there’s a lot of reading, and putting that on 
a young guy is tough. That’s why you start guys that could 

play center out on the wing. Will (they) be a centerman at 
some point in this league? Probably.” 

At what point does Brind’Amour look at a guy and think he’s 
ready to play center? 

“Well, it’s picking up how to play away from the puck. You 
get that part then you go, ‘OK, can you add a little more?’ 
Then you just try it out,” he said. “I think it’s more, really, out 
of need sometimes. Like Marty Necas is succeeding pretty 
well on the wing. We don’t need to put him at center right 
now. Why would we mess with that? It would be different if 
we were short a couple centers, and it really comes back to 
necessity, then where is that player going to excel? So, he 
can play center, but is he going to be as dominant as he is 
right now? It doesn’t make sense to put him there (if not). 

“I don’t know if I’m answering your question at all. But same 
thing with Jarvis. When he gets to the NHL, is he going to be 
a center? I don’t know. Who knows what the lineups going to 
look like. Who knows what our need is. I just know it’s a lot of 
pressure on a young kid to put him at center.” 

I’d say he answered the question. 

Right wing 

The favorite: Necas 

The contenders: Teravainen, Jarvis 

This gets interesting because if you bring Jarvis into the 
group you don’t want to start him out in the bottom six. But 
you’re not going to toss Necas, primed for a breakout 
season, down there either. Thus the “Mo Money Mo 
Problems” dilemma here. If we’re being real, Jarvis isn’t a 
“favorite” for any of these roster spots, but he is absolutely in 
the conversation. 

Third line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Niederreiter 

The contenders: Svechnikov, Kotkaniemi, Steven Lorentz, 
Josh Leivo, C.J. Smith 

Oprah voice: “You get a third-line left winger, and you get a 
third-line left winger, and you get a third-line left winger.” 

Center 

The favorite: Staal 

The contenders: None. 

Death, taxes and third-line center Staal. That much you can 
count on. 

Right wing 

The favorite: Jesper Fast 

The contenders: Jarvis, Jordan Martinook, Jack Drury? 

This roster is frankly looking too full for Drury to make it 
straight out of camp at this point. But I’d see him as an 
awesome, Lorentz-esque call-up from the AHL when 
someone gets hurt. Also, Fast has looked great at camp after 
a quieter postseason. 
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Fourth line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Lorentz 

The contenders: Martinook, Leivo, Smith 

I’m already seeing some wonderful chemistry between 
Lorentz and “new guy” Derek Stepan. I doubt the Canes 
want to mess with that when that was the whole point of the 
signing. But, as Brind’Amour was saying, there are several 
options at every position in the lineup if there’s some sort of 
underperformance or injury. 

Center 

The favorite: Derek Stepan 

The contenders: Martinook, Lorentz, Drury 

This goes back to Brind’Amour’s philosophy on the center 
depth. Are there a lot of potential options for fourth-line 
center on this team? Sure. Do the Canes need to spend 
even five minutes thinking about them? Not really. 

Right wing 

The favorite: Martinook 

The contenders: Fast, Smith, Leivo, Drury, Stefan Noesen 

Martinook is always operating at 500 percent capacity, so 
this would never be a problem. But if he was starting to get 
complacent at all, there’s a strong list of players waiting to 
jump into this 4RW position. I’ve been pleasantly surprised 
with Noesen’s camp performance. I went into training camp 
expecting to not even think about him, and he’s forced me to 
reconsider. Great at the little fourth-line things. 

Extras 

The contenders: Lorentz, Smith, Leivo, Noesen, Drury 

Defense 

First pair, left side 

The favorite: Jaccob Slavin 

The contenders: Come on. 

I tried to keep my “locks” to a minimum during this exercise, 
but barring injury, this is Slavin’s spot to keep. On a roster 
full of so many possibilities and versatile players, Aho, Staal 
and Slavin are anchors. 

First pair, right side 

The favorite: Tony DeAngelo 

The contenders: Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce 

The Hurricanes put DeAngelo on the third pairing next to Ian 
Cole for the first few practices and first game of the 
preseason. That was, again, to get a better look at options. 
Ethan Bear, who was playing next to Slavin during that time, 
has had a fantastic showing at camp — but he’s been able to 
do so next to Cole. DeAngelo and Slavin have seemed to 
work really well together ever since he’s been promoted to 
the first pairing, and DeAngelo has also been quarterbacking 
the first power play unit. 

Second pair, left side 

The favorite: Brady Skjei 

The contenders: Ian Cole, Brendan Smith 

It’s hard to see Skjei and Brett Pesce getting separated. 
They’ve been building up chemistry and work well together. 

Second pair, right side 

The favorite: Pesce 

The contenders: DeAngelo, Cole 

See above. 

Third pair, left side 

The favorite: Ian Cole 

The contenders: Brendan Smith, Eric Gelinas, Max Lajoie 

Third pair, right side 

The favorite: Bear 

The contenders: DeAngelo, Joey Keane 

Extras 

The contenders: Smith, Gelinas, Keane, Lajoie 

The most intriguing aspect of the defense — after first 
pairing, right side — is what to do with Smith. He adds an 
unmistakable snarl to the lineup, but there just doesn’t seem 
to be any room. At the very least, the Hurricanes will have 
depth in multiple aspects on defense, whether it’s a tough 
extra like Smith, a big boy like Gelinas, a need for skill like 
Keane or an all-around serviceable defenseman like Lajoie. 
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Off the Ice, On the Track 

by Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Training camp can be a grindy time of year. 

Players, coaches, management, training staff and beyond 
have the pedal to the metal, getting everything to the best of 
their abilities leading up to the regular season opener. 

Wednesday the pedal was definitely to the metal for the 
Hurricanes, but not quite in the capacity that it had been thus 
far in training camp. 

The group headed to Rush Hour Karting in Garner for a team 
bonding day, competing on the go-kart track and in various 
other games, such as axe throwing and miniature ping pong. 

Featuring plenty of laughs and smiles, you could sense that 
the activity was welcomed by the guys, particularly given the 
effort they've provided over the last two weeks and how 
tense things may become the next couple of days. 

Tomorrow leading up to next Thursday the final push will 
begin, with everything needing to be ready to go when the 
group hosts the Islanders at PNC Arena. 

"It's definitely nice to have a little mental break. Especially to 
come out and do something fun like this, it's been a blast," 
Jordan Martinook, the day's second-best racer, shared. "We 
have a lot of guys with kids, so to get away for an afternoon 
and have fun with each other is what it's all about." 

Martinook finished behind only Jesper Fast in the final heat 
of races. #71 blew away the competition from the get-go, 
winning each individual qualifying race against his 

teammates and then taking home the championship round 
as well. To say his surname was applicable today would be 
an understatement. 

"I've done it a couple times before in Sweden. I don't know 
how good I am, but apparently was good enough today," the 
Swede humbly stated after taking home the top spot on the 
podium. "I thought Jordan Staal was going to be my biggest 
challenger, but evidently he had a rough start and fell behind 
a little bit." 

Meek with his words, Fast was so far out ahead of the group 
in the championship race that he took the time to slow down, 
drive-by high-fiving his teammates who cheered him on 
during the flat stretch of the final lap. His teammates roared 
with amusement. 

The day concluded with a head-to-head battle between 
Brendan Smith and Derek Stepan for the axe throwing 
championship before everyone went their separate ways. 

"It's been a tight group ever since I got here and the new 
guys just fit right in right away," Fast concluded with. "We 
have a great leadership group that takes care of everyone 
and makes sure everyone has the same mindset. Now we 
just need to keep building on that." 

The team will get back to business Thursday morning at 
practice and polish off their preseason schedule Saturday 
afternoon in Nashville. 
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Super 16: Lightning begin season No. 1, Avalanche No. 2 in power rankings, 

Golden Knights, Islanders, Hurricanes round out top five 

by Dan Rosen  

The two-time defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning are No. 1 in the NHL.com preseason Super 16 
power rankings. 

The Lightning were ranked first by 10 of the participating 14 
writers and editors. 

The Colorado Avalanche were ranked No. 1 by the other 
four, garnering enough points to come in at No. 2. 

Twenty-two teams were ranked at least once. 

The regular season begins Tuesday, when the Lightning 
raise their Stanley Cup championship banner before hosting 
the Pittsburgh Penguins (7:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN, TVAS) 
and the Seattle Kraken play their first game, at the Vegas 
Golden Knights (10 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN, TVAS). 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Total points: 218 

Last season: 36-17-3 

The Lightning are replacing their third line of Blake Coleman 
(Calgary Flames), Yanni Gourde (Kraken) and Barclay 
Goodrow (New York Rangers) from last season. They added 
forwards Corey Perry and Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, and 
are expecting that some of their younger forwards, including 
24-year-old Mathieu Joseph and 25-year-old Ross Colton, 
prove they're ready for bigger roles. 

2. COLORADO AVALANCHE 

Total points: 205 

Last season: 39-13-4 

The Avalanche again are a Stanley Cup favorite this season 
after losing in the second round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

for the third straight season. Darcy Kuemper is taking over 
as the No. 1 goalie for Philipp Grubauer, a Vezina Trophy 
finalist last season who signed a six-year contract with the 
Kraken. Kuemper is coming off two straight injury-plagued 
seasons, but since 2018-19, he is second in the NHL with a 
2.35 goals-against average (minimum 100 games). 

3. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

Total points: 190 

Last season: 40-14-2 

The Golden Knights plan to ride Robin Lehner as the No. 1 
goalie after trading Vezina winner Marc-Andre Fleury to the 
Chicago Blackhawks. Vegas feels it improved its chances for 
a successful power play with the additions of forwards 
Evgenii Dadonov and Nolan Patrick. The Golden Knights 
were 22nd in the NHL at 17.8 percent on the power play 
during the regular season and last among the 16 teams in 
the playoffs at 9.3 percent. 

4. NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

Total points: 173 

Last season: 32-17-7 

The Islanders were one goal away from reaching the Stanley 
Cup Final last season, losing 1-0 against the Lightning in 
Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Semifinals. They re-signed 
forwards Kyle Palmieri, Casey Cizikas and Anthony 
Beauvillier, and added more veteran presence by signing 
forward Zach Parise and defenseman Zdeno Chara. Anders 
Lee is back after the forward missed the final two months of 
the regular season and the entire postseason with a knee 
injury sustained March 11. 

5. CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Total points: 159 

Last season: 36-12-8 

The Hurricanes have two new goalies, Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta; four new defensemen, Tony DeAngelo, 
Ethan Bear, Ian Cole and Brendan Smith; and three new 
forwards, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Josh Leivo and Derek Stepan. 
They have to replace the offense they got from defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton, who scored 42 points (10 goals, 32 
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assists) in 55 games last season and agreed to a seven-year 
contract with the New Jersey Devils as an unrestricted free 
agent July 28. 

6. FLORIDA PANTHERS 

Total points: 155 

Last season: 37-14-5 

Defenseman Aaron Ekblad is back after sustaining a season-
ending fracture of his left leg March 28. He scored 22 points 
(11 goals, 11 assists) and averaged 25:05 of ice time in 35 
games before the injury. The Panthers added forwards Sam 
Reinhart and Joe Thornton; Reinhart could start the season 
on the top line with Aleksander Barkov and Carter 
Verhaeghe. 

7. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

Total points: 123 

Last season: 35-14-7 

The Maple Leafs are hopeful center Auston Matthews, who 
had surgery on his left wrist Aug. 13, will be in the lineup 
when they open the regular season at home against the 
Montreal Canadiens on Wednesday (7 p.m. ET; SN, TVAS, 
ESPN+, NHL LIVE). Matthews won the Rocket Richard 
Trophy as the leading goal-scorer in the NHL with 41 in 52 
games last season. 

8. BOSTON BRUINS 

Total points: 114 

Last season: 33-16-7 

The Bruins have big holes to fill following the departures of 
goalie Tuukka Rask and center David Krejci. Rask had 
surgery in late July to repair a torn labrum in his right hip and 
could be out until January. He is an unrestricted free agent 
but has said he would sign only with the Bruins. Krejci 
returned home to play in the Czech Republic. Linus Ullmark 
signed a four-year contract and is competing with Jeremy 
Swayman to be the Bruins' new No. 1 goalie. Charlie Coyle 
has the inside track to replace Krejci as the second-line 
center. 

9. WINNIPEG JETS 

Total points: 100 

Last season: 30-23-3 

The Jets added defensemen Brenden Dillon and Nate 
Schmidt to help in front of goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who led 
the NHL in games (45), shots-against (1,335), saves (1,223) 
and goals-against (112), winning 24 games with a 2.58 
goals-against average and .916 save percentage last 
season. Pierre-Luc Dubois is hoping for a bounce-back 
season after the center scored 21 points (nine goals, 12 
assists) in 46 games for the Jets and Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

10. EDMONTON OILERS 

Total points: 97 

Last season: 35-19-2 

The Oilers should have improved scoring depth with the 
addition of left wing Zach Hyman, who could start the season 
on the top line with center Connor McDavid and right wing 
Jesse Puljujarvi. Hyman scored 33 points (15 goals, 18 
assists) in 43 games with the Maple Leafs last season and 
signed a seven-year contract with the Oilers. McDavid is the 
favorite to again lead the NHL in scoring after winning the Art 
Ross Trophy last season with 105 points (33 goals, 72 
assists) in 56 games. He also won the Hart Trophy voted as 
NHL MVP. 

11. WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

Total points: 96 

Last season: 36-15-5 

The Capitals could start the season without center Nicklas 
Backstrom, whose injured left hip has limited him during 
training camp. Backstrom scored 53 points (15 goals, 38 
assists) in 55 games last season. His absence has opened 
the door for forwards Connor McMichael and Hendrix 
Lapierre to push for an opening night roster spot. McMichael 
was the No. 25 pick in the 2019 NHL Draft, and Lapierre was 
the No. 22 pick in the 2020 NHL Draft. 

12. MINNESOTA WILD 

Total points: 57 

Last season: 35-16-5 

The Wild are looking for more from forward Kirill Kaprizov, 
who won the Calder Trophy voted as NHL rookie of the year 
last season by scoring 51 points (27 goals, 24 assists) in 55 
games. He signed a five-year, $45 million contract ($9 million 
average annual value) on Sept. 21. The Wild's defenseman 
group has a different look with Alex Goligoski, Dmitry 
Kulikov, Jordie Benn and Jon Merrill replacing Ryan Suter 
(Dallas Stars), Cole (Hurricanes) and Carson Soucy 
(Kraken). 

13. DALLAS STARS 

Total points: 51 

Last season: 23-19-14 

Forward Tyler Seguin is healthy after missing all but three 
games in May last season because of multiple surgeries on 
his hip. Forward Alexander Radulov is back after surgery to 
repair a core muscle injury that limited him to 11 games last 
season, none after March 18 (30 straight). The Stars missed 
the playoffs last season after losing to the Lightning in six 
games in the 2020 Stanley Cup Final. 

14. ST. LOUIS BLUES 

Total points: 39 

Last season: 27-20-9 

Vladimir Tarasenko still is with the Blues after requesting a 
trade through his agent May 25. He has been limited to 34 
games the past two seasons because of shoulder problems. 
The Blues added to their scoring during the offseason with 
forwards Brandon Saad (unrestricted free agent) and Pavel 
Buchnevich (trade from Rangers). Saad could start the 
season on a line with Tarasenko and center Robert Thomas. 
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15. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Total points: 32 

Last season: 37-16-3 

The Penguins won't have centers Sidney Crosby or Evgeni 
Malkin available at the start of the season. Crosby is 
recovering from wrist surgery he had Sept. 8, and Malkin will 
miss at least the first two months of the season because of 
knee surgery he had June 4. 

16. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 

Total points: 28 

Last season: 25-23-8 

The Flyers expect to be better defensively with the additions 
of defensemen Ryan Ellis, Rasmus Ristolainen and Keith 
Yandle. Philadelphia allowed an NHL-high 3.52 goals per 
game last season and was 30th on the penalty kill at 73.1 
percent. The Flyers also were last in 5-on-5 save percentage 
(.895), and goalie Carter Hart had an .877 save percentage 
in 27 games. 

Others receiving points: Vancouver Canucks 20, Montreal 
Canadiens 13, New York Rangers 12, Calgary Flames 10, 
Chicago Blackhawks 9, New Jersey Devils 3 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM 

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 6. Winnipeg Jets; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. Minnesota 
Wild 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 
6. Florida Panthers; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 
9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Dallas Stars; 12. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Calgary Flames 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. New York Islanders; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Vancouver 
Canucks 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 6. New York Islanders; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Dallas Stars; 
11. Minnesota Wild; 12. Vancouver Canucks; 13. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Boston 
Bruins; 16. Chicago Blackhawks 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. New York Islanders; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 
6. Florida Panthers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Chicago Blackhawks; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New York 
Rangers 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Winnipeg Jets; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Vancouver Canucks; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. St. Louis Blues; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Chicago Blackhawks; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. Washington Capitals; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Montreal 
Canadiens; 14. Vancouver Canucks; 15. Chicago 
Blackhawks; 16. Winnipeg Jets 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. New York Islanders; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Montreal Canadiens; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Minnesota Wild 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Winnipeg Jets; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. New York Islanders; 9. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. Dallas Stars; 
12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. New 
Jersey Devils; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. St. Louis Blues 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. 
Colorado Avalanche; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 
6. New York Islanders; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Boston Bruins; 
11. Toronto Maple Leafs; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Vancouver Canucks; 
16. Minnesota Wild 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. New York Islanders; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Dallas 
Stars; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. New York Rangers; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Vancouver Canucks; 16. 
Philadelphia Flyers 

DAVID SATRIANO 
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1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. 
Chicago Blackhawks 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. New York Islanders; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 
8. Edmonton Oilers; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Florida Panthers; 

11. Minnesota Wild; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Montreal 
Canadiens; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
New York Rangers 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
New York Islanders; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Edmonton 
Oilers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. New 
York Rangers; 15. Montreal Canadiens; 16. Minnesota Wild 
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What’s Going on With Patrik Puistola? 

By Matthew Somma  

Patrik Puistola entered the 2019 draft with considerable hype 
in the online scouting community. He was a talented 
offensive forward that had dominated both the U20 and 
Mestis leagues in Finland as a first time draft eligible forward. 
Puistola was considered by some scouts to be a borderline 
first round talent and I, admittedly, had the Hurricanes taking 
him in the first round in a mock draft. Flash forward to the 
following year and Puistola is scoring eight points in seven 
World Junior games while struggling to find ice time with his 
Liiga team, Tappara. Puistola was loaned to a handful of 
teams and performed well, giving us some optimism that 
things would be different in the next season. 

The 2019-20 season came and went, and for Puistola, it was 
more of the same. He struggled at the Liiga level with JYP 
and was limited to third-line minutes on one of the league’s 
lowest scoring teams. A meager 14 points in 50 games was 
all Puistola had to show for himself. On top of that, Puistola 
wasn’t invited to Finland’s camp for the World Juniors and 
was left off of the roster entirely. This season, Puistola 
terminated his contract with JYP and moved to Jukurit, 
where he experienced some success on loan back in the 
2019-20 season. Time is running out for Puistola to figure it 
all out, so I’ve taken the liberty of watching a handful of his 
games to figure out what exactly is going on.  

Right off the bat, I was able to tell that Puistola struggles with 
the puck on his stick. It’s not something that has been an 
issue with his game prior to his struggles, so this seems like 
a confidence issue to me. It’s a tougher league than what he 
was used to and he wasn’t given any tools to succeed after 
his draft year. That being said, Puistola has had two years to 
improve and has shown marginal progress in his 
development. Some of that is on the player to take the next 
step. Eventually, you can’t keep blaming the system or the 
coaches. 

Puistola requires a very specific system to succeed and not 
many teams are willing to do that. He’s not very strong in his 
own end and can flounder when pressured while carrying the 
puck. Puistola needs to be set up in order to be effective and 
isn’t going to wow you with his playmaking, meaning that 
he’s a very one-dimensional player that can only succeed in 
certain scenarios. Now, don’t get me wrong. You can mold a 
player like that into an NHL player but it’s going to take you a 
lot longer than a lot of teams will be willing to wait. JYP 
wasn’t a good fit for Puistola because it felt that as soon as 
the puck got into the offensive zone, the offense died and the 
team dumped the puck in. You’d swear that Paul Maurice 
was their head coach. Puistola is most effective when 
executing on the rush or getting a pass in front of the net, 

and it seems that he was unable to do either thing with JYP. 
Again, some of that is undoubtedly the player’s fault. Puistola 
is playing against stronger competition that don’t make the 
same mistakes that junior players make. He looks 
uncomfortable at times because he simply doesn’t know 
what to do. 

I’ve been negative for all of this piece, and there’s good 
reason for it. Puistola was a promising prospect and it seems 
as if he’s getting lost in the shuffle over in Finland. I’ll give 
Puistola credit for improving his skating, however. His stride 
has smoothed out and his top speed is above average. His 
current top speed would allow for him to keep up at the NHL 
level, so that’s a positive. He sees the ice well in the 
offensive zone and can make plays happen with as little as 
one touch of the puck, so clearly there’s some skill and high 
end hockey IQ there.  

It’s not all doom and gloom and there’s still hope that 
Puistola can turn his game around. He had five points in 
seven games on loan with Jukurit back in the 2019-20 
season and who knows what he’ll be able to do in a full 
season. Jukurit seems content with giving Puistola top line 
minutes, so perhaps in that role, he’ll be able to rediscover 
his game. Currently, I’m struggling to see how Puistola fits in 
the depth chart. Over the course of this season I’ll be 
keeping a close eye on him to look for any signs of growth. I 
want to believe in Puistola because I’ve seen what he can do 
when he’s on his game. He can be flat out dominant if he 
puts his mind to it. We saw it at the World Juniors back in 
2020 when he was one of the top scorers in the tournament. 
We’ve seen it when Puistola plays in Mestis, the Finnish 
second-tier league. We have yet to see it in the top league in 
Finland, however, which is a concern. 

If Puistola can turn it around, there’s still hope that he can 
become an NHL player in the future. He’ll need to develop on 
the defensive side of the puck and continue to get better 
without the puck on his stick in the offensive zone. Puistola 
has top six upside and will need a lot of nurturing in order to 
reach that potential. Jukurit gives him the opportunity to 
achieve that potential. I was able to notice a little more 
confidence in his first game with Jukurit, and that might be 
due to him having the confidence of his coaches. Perhaps all 
it’s going to take is Puistola having the confidence of his 
coaches moving forward, which will then give him the 
confidence he needs. Maybe all Puistola needs is more ice 
time. The ice time can only help Puistola grow, but I think the 
player the Hurricanes drafted is a lot further along than we 
initially thought.  
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Hurricanes suffer overtime loss to Nashville, continue to prepare for regular season  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped their last home game of 
the preseason in a 3-2 OT defeat to the Nashville Predators 
on Tuesday, Oct. 5. In a game that served as more of a 
tuneup for the season than just giving the young guns some 
ice time, the Canes had quite a few observations to take 
away from the loss. 

Overall, Carolina improved as the game went along, 
especially in the passing game. In the first period, several 
Canes passes were picked off in their own zone, oftentimes 
serving up an easy scoring opportunity for the opposition, but 
these mistakes were tightened after the first intermission. 
The Hurricanes also looked much quicker and more creative 
on the attack from the second period onward. 

“I thought we did a pretty good job later in the game,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I think earlier, you know, 
we're still knocking a little bit of rust off with our full unit. But 
as the game went on, we got stronger and stronger and that 
was certainly a good stepping stone going forward.” 

The first period was mostly a low-quality performance on the 
part of the Hurricanes, who gave up the opening goal after 
just 27 seconds. Nashville mustered the opener when a pass 
into the slot and a resultant shot rebounded right to 
Predators center Ryan Johansen, who deposited the puck 
into the net to give his squad an early 1-0 lead. 

Carolina managed to equalize in the first period with a gritty 
goal of their own. Center Steve Lorentz capitalized on a mad 
scramble for a contested puck in front of the net to pull the 
Canes even at 1-1. 

“I put a lot of work in this summer,” Lorentz said. “Obviously 
coming off of last season, I don't want to say I knew what to 
expect, but I knew what the battle level was gonna have to 
be every single time I stepped on the ice coming into this 
camp.” 

The Canes cleaned up their overall act in the second period, 
looking much sharper in the passing game after the first 

intermission. Carolina outshot the Preds 18-6 in the second 
period, but failed to convert any of those chances into a go-
ahead goal. 

This scoring drought was just as much of a credit to the 
tenacity of the Predators’ defense as it was to the Canes’ 
lack of quality chances. Nashville blocked 16 shots over the 
course of the game compared to the Hurricanes’ seven. 

As it turned out, it was Nashville that secured a 2-1 lead with 
a goal from center Matt Duchene late in the second period. 
After the Predators won a faceoff in the Canes’ zone, 
Duchene ripped a shot from the point that found its way past 
goalkeeper Antti Raanta. 

Once right wing Jesper Fast netted a game-tying breakaway 
goal in the third period, Raanta stepped up through the end 
of regulation, saving all nine of Nashville’s third-period shots 
to force overtime. 

Those efforts weren’t enough to secure the win, though. Two 
minutes and 49 seconds into the overtime period, Nashville 
center Philip Tomasino sealed the deal with a goal to give 
the Preds a 3-2 victory. 

Despite the loss, another positive takeaway for the Canes 
was the play of 19-year-old center Seth Jarvis. The 
youngster didn’t make it onto the score sheet tonight, but the 
rapid development of the Hurricanes’ first-round selection in 
the 2020 NHL draft is a promising sign of things to come. 

“I think he's been great,” Brind’Amour said. “To be honest, I 
think that you can see the confidence that he plays with, 
which I think is one of the biggest determining factors, in my 
mind, of guys that are going to be able to kind of wade 
through and stay; continuing to grow and mature and get 
better.” 

Carolina will travel to Nashville to take on the Predators once 
more in the Canes’ preseason finale on Saturday, Oct. 9. 
The game will be available on Bally Sports South at 4 p.m. 
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Jarvis, headache on and off the ice as young center, pushes for roster spot  

By Todd Gibson  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – 19-year-old Carolina Hurricanes 
rookie, Seth Jarvis is making things tough on his head 
coach, Rod Brind’Amour. 

“He was impressive, that’s all I can say,” gushed Rod 
Brind’Amour. “He looks like he belongs in this league (NHL) 
that’s for sure.” 

The big question is, when will that be? Jarvis had another 
good night on the ice for the Hurricanes on Tuesday in the 
Canes 3-2 overtime loss to Nashville. The Winnipeg native 
was dangerous around the net and fed his teammates for a 
couple of scoring chances. 

“I think he’s been great, to be honest,” said Hurricanes 
defenseman Ian Cole. “You can see the confidence that he 
plays with which is one of the biggest determining factors in 
my mind of guys who are going to be able to get better.” 

Jarvis does appear to have a very bright future. And the 
future could come as early as this season. If the young 
center doesn’t make the Canes roster out of camp he will 
once again go back to his junior team, the Portland 
Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League. 

Two seasons ago, pre-COVID-19, he tallied 98 points in 58 
games including scoring 42 goals. Another season in the 
WHL would not help in his development. 

“That’s the problem with the system,” said Brind’Amour of 
Jarvis being locked into going back to his junior team if he 
doesn’t make the Hurricanes. “There’s still a huge learning 
curve, there’s still a lot of mistakes being made but he’s a 
quick learner. 

“The system on kids like that definitely does not help them.” 

That’s the dilemma facing Brind’Amour. Send Jarvis back to 
a league that he’s outgrown or keep him on the Hurricanes 
roster and play him in 30 or 40 games- a decision that would 
impact a couple of other Canes prospects including Jack 
Drury who seems ready to make the leap to the NHL. 

Hurricanes fans certainly would like to see another young, 
dynamic forward make the team instead of an offensively 
challenged veteran player who may play a safer brand of 
hockey. 

“There’s a lot that goes into a decision like this, you don’t 
want to rush a kid that’s for sure, that’s the worst thing you 
can do,” Brind’Amour admitted. 

“But he’s done all he can do and that’s what you like.” 

But is it enough? The Canes have another week to decide 
Jarvis’s fate. Carolina’s 23 man roster needs to be set before 
opening night on October 14th. 

 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/2870083/2021/10/06/breaking-down-the-hurricanes-roster-battles-position-by-position-has-seth-jarvis-earned-a-spot-on-the-

top-line/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/off-the-ice-on-the-track/c-326636574 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-october-7/c-326593506 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/6/22707704/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-patrik-puistola 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-suffer-overtime-loss-to-nashville-continue-to-prepare-for-regular-season/article_832126d4-
2651-11ec-bf87-43b4391007d4.html 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/jarvis-headache-on-and-off-the-ice-as-young-center-pushes-for-roster-spot/  
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Hurricanes’ ‘new guys’ need to become regular guys, but it’s a hard 
process to rush 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED OCTOBER 06, 2021 1:48 PM 

 

RALEIGH-After two weeks of training camp — and, for many, several 
weeks more of informal practices here — they’re still the new guys. 
That’s how they’re described, without hesitation, by coaches and 
teammates alike. 

There’s always a process of integration at the nexus between offseason 
and season, the feeling out of roles and learning of new systems, but 
what’s different for the Carolina Hurricanes this season is how many 
guys are “new guys.” 

With the expectations the Hurricanes are facing, and justifiably so, there 
isn’t a lot of time to meander through that process. They need all eight of 
the newcomers, pending possibly an additional rookie, to be up to speed 
— the speed Rod Brind’Amour’s system demands of foot and action and 
thought — before the season starts on Oct. 14, a day that once hovered 
far off in the distance but is now insistently close. 

It’s not really something that can be rushed, nor can it be truly incubated 
in the preseason, even with as veteran a lineup as the Hurricanes iced in 
a 3-2 overtime loss to the Nashville Predators on Tuesday. It takes a 
crucible, real games for real stakes with real moments of anger and 
triumph that can bring former opponents together as actual teammates. 

Still, once several Hurricanes making their preseason debuts shook off 
some early rust, Tuesday was a step in the right direction. 

“You could see things clicking a little bit,” Brind’Amour said. “Still a long 
ways to go, but I liked it. It was positive, for sure.” 

Having a real training camp rather than abbreviated scramble is a 
benefit, but it’s not enough. The Hurricanes would have been in a difficult 
position trying to integrate this many new players into the roster during 
the last pandemic-shortened season; they unquestionably benefited from 
continuity on their way to a division title. 

Jumping in to defend a new teammate in a scrum. Scoring a game-
winning goal. Bailing out a lost defenseman with a big save. That can’t be 
hurried. It just has to happen. 

The systems are simple enough. It’s everything else that takes time. 

“Every team pretty much plays the same way. Every team wants to do 
the same things,” new Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole said. “Teams go 
about it different ways, and that’s where the reads are going to be a little 
different, but if you keep that same mindset things will work out.” 

The task ahead of the Hurricanes is magnified by the scope of the 
turnover. It starts in goal, where there’s an entirely new tandem of 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. Ethan Bear, Cole, Tony DeAngelo 
and Brendan Smith will all collectively try to make up for the departure of 

Dougie Hamilton while adding the defensive depth the Hurricanes lacked 
last spring. 

It’s easy to forget Derek Stepan is only 31 and would be a third-line 
center for a lot of teams. And then there’s Jesperi Kotkaniemi, poached 
from the Montreal Canadiens, ideally a key piece for the Hurricanes at 
center in the long term, but for now yet another skilled winger. 

For a team that had more or less the same roster for three seasons, with 
a few tweaks here and there, it’s a lot of change, even if it seems like half 
the roster played for the New York Rangers at one point. 

And for a team that found consistent success by developing a defined 
style and identity both on the ice and in the dressing room, the 
acclimatization process is something that has to be not only managed but 
cultivated. It also can’t be faked. It has to happen organically. 

“They’ll be new guys for a while,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re fitting in 
great in the locker room. It’s on the ice where we haven’t played enough.” 

Tuesday’s preseason game, even with a lineup that was only missing a 
handful of regulars, wasn’t the same as the opener against the New York 
Islanders will be, let alone beyond, all of which is right around the corner. 
But it’s one step closer. 

News Observer LOADED: 10.07.2021 
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Breaking down the Hurricanes’ roster battles, position by position: Has 
Seth Jarvis earned a spot? On the top line? 

 

By Sara Civian Oct 6, 2021  

 

This Hurricanes training camp feels different than most in recent memory 
— especially those prior to 2018. 

“I mean unquestionably, really,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Just 
looking back over the years, there were always good players. But there 
were some holes, maybe, or areas where you weren’t sure. But now I 
think we’re solid everywhere, and we’re kinda looking at guys that might 
be injury replacements, like, ‘Hey if we get hurt can that guy fit in there?’ 

“It’s definitely, I think, a way better place than we’ve been in recent 
memory.” 

To that point: The NHL roster itself is basically set. And that was by 
design for a team in a Cup window. 

The intriguing roster battles in this training camp largely revolve around 
where to put all the already-established NHL talent. It’s also about getting 
to know all the new guys and allowing those who haven’t played in a 
while — like goaltender Antti Raanta — to shake off the rust. 

Here’s a look at where pieces can still move around, starting with the one 
young prospect who has been making final decisions harder for the 
Canes than anticipated. 
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The Seth Jarvis dilemma 

Before training camp, it was easy to look at Jarvis and see a 19-year-old 
kid with so much hockey skill and IQ that you’d bet on him making the 
NHL — eventually. He’s been consistent so far in his career with the 
WHL’s Winterhawks, accumulating 57 goals and 125 points in 82 games 
over the past two seasons. Yeah, putting up those numbers might 
indicate a player ready for a different challenge despite a young age. His 
nine-game stint with the AHL’s Chicago Wolves in 2020-21 was more 
proof: seven goals and 11 points in nine games. 

He stood out above everyone in this year’s pre-camp prospects 
tournament, as well, but that was just prospects. And then he stood out in 
his first preseason game, but that was more prospects. 

On Tuesday, though, it wasn’t just prospects, as he fit right in on a line 
with Nino Niederreiter and Jack Drury against Nashville’s NHL roster. 
Brind’Amour is the last person to rush anyone’s development — 
especially a center’s. (We had a great conversation about that the other 
day that I’ll touch on later. Back to Jarvis.) 

“He played pretty well. He certainly doesn’t look like a teenager in his first 
camp,” Brind’Amour said. “That was a real team out there. They were 
coming hard. He was impressive. That’s all I can say. He looks like he 
belongs in this league. That’s for sure.” 

The Canes have a good problem with too many NHL-caliber players to 
need to take a chance or rush a talented prospect into the NHL. Jarvis 
has a not-so-good problem, bound to the rules of the CHL that state he 
has to go back to his junior team if he doesn’t make the NHL outright out 
of camp — don’t pass go, don’t collect $200 dollars, no call-ups. The 
NHL-CHL agreement is basically this: If a player has played in the CHL 
and an NHL team drafts him, the player has to play in either the CHL or 
NHL until the season he turns 20. Then he can play in the AHL. And per 
the newly amended rules, he needed at least 20 AHL games to return to 
the pros, no matter how well he played in his shorter stint. 

“That’s the problem with the system, unfortunately,” Brind’Amour said. 
“There’s still a huge learning curve. There’s still a lot of mistakes being 
made, and that’s not just from not being here and understanding it, but 
he’s a quick learner from what I’ve seen in the time I’ve been with him. 
So yeah, the system on kids like that, it definitely doesn’t help them.” 

It’s tough to imagine returning to the WHL will be worthwhile for Jarvis, 
who had 42 goals, 98 points and a plus-53 rating in 58 games in his last 
full Portland season, 2019-20. The Canes do have one decent option to 
get a better look at Jarvis before they decide if it’s NHL or bust: They can 
keep him for nine regular-season games. 

Brind’Amour told me Sunday that using this option is a “definite” 
conversation the Hurricanes are having. And since then, Jarvis has only 
forced that conversation to continue. 

Jarvis situation aside, how does the lineup figure to look in about a week 
when there’s a meaningful puck drop? Let’s look at it position by position. 

First line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Andrei Svechnikov 

The contenders: Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Nino Niederreiter 

Despite Brind’Amour urging all of us not to panic about the lines in the 
first few days of training camp, almost promising they wouldn’t be the 
same opening night, panic at the disco we did. 

I mean, how dare he relegate Svechnikov to the third line again? He 
couldn’t have possibly been just trying to get a look at where Nino 
Niederreiter could fit on the first line if he needs to get a quick monkey off 
his back, and God forbid Brind’Amour focus on new face Kotkaniemi’s fit 
on the second line. 

Not even a week later, Svechnikov was back on the first line alongside 
Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas. Pitchforks down. 

Center 

Sebastian Aho 

Need I say more? We’re in the prime Aho years, folks. Enjoy it. 

Right wing 

The favorite: Teuvo Teravainen 

The contenders: Martin Necas, Jarvis 

Yeah, I went there. What if Jarvis stays? Brind’Amour has been getting 
several different looks for Teravainen throughout camp, separating him 
from Aho in favor of depth. Or (rubs hands together) is he clearing a path 
for Jarvis? I personally think it’s a combination of everything, and maybe 
a little nudge to Teravainen that he can’t totally skip training camp. 

Brind’Amour is going to try to see his options to spread the scoring 
wealth as much as possible this season, and any coach should when you 
remember there’s another team on the other side of the ice planning 
matchups. But I think he’ll always default back to Svechnikov-Aho-
Teravainen. 

Second Line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Kotkaniemi 

The contenders: Svechnikov, Niederreiter 

Kotkaniemi hasn’t moved from 2L the whole training camp, and he’s had 
a stupendous training camp. Sometimes these things are simple. 

Center 

The favorite: Vincent Trocheck 

The contenders: Kotkaniemi, Necas, Jordan Staal 

I’ll be dishing out several “contenders” for every center position, but 
barring injury it’s all set. The Canes placed a huge emphasis on center 
depth this offseason, and it’s created a situation in which young career 
centers can sort of hang out and get comfortable on the wings. As a 
legendary center himself, Brind’Amour loves this. 

“I think playing the wing is way easier than playing center. I mean, that’s 
just a fact,” he said. “I mean, there’s way less — I hate to say 
responsibility — but it’s a tougher job (at center). Just faceoffs in general, 
usually the low guy playing D-zone coverage, there’s a lot of reading, and 
putting that on a young guy is tough. That’s why you start guys that could 
play center out on the wing. Will (they) be a centerman at some point in 
this league? Probably.” 

At what point does Brind’Amour look at a guy and think he’s ready to play 
center? 

“Well, it’s picking up how to play away from the puck. You get that part 
then you go, ‘OK, can you add a little more?’ Then you just try it out,” he 
said. “I think it’s more, really, out of need sometimes. Like Marty Necas is 
succeeding pretty well on the wing. We don’t need to put him at center 
right now. Why would we mess with that? It would be different if we were 
short a couple centers, and it really comes back to necessity, then where 
is that player going to excel? So, he can play center, but is he going to be 
as dominant as he is right now? It doesn’t make sense to put him there (if 
not). 

“I don’t know if I’m answering your question at all. But same thing with 
Jarvis. When he gets to the NHL, is he going to be a center? I don’t 
know. Who knows what the lineups going to look like. Who knows what 
our need is. I just know it’s a lot of pressure on a young kid to put him at 
center.” 

I’d say he answered the question. 

Right wing 
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The favorite: Necas 

The contenders: Teravainen, Jarvis 

This gets interesting because if you bring Jarvis into the group you don’t 
want to start him out in the bottom six. But you’re not going to toss 
Necas, primed for a breakout season, down there either. Thus the “Mo 
Money Mo Problems” dilemma here. If we’re being real, Jarvis isn’t a 
“favorite” for any of these roster spots, but he is absolutely in the 
conversation. 

Third line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Niederreiter 

The contenders: Svechnikov, Kotkaniemi, Steven Lorentz, Josh Leivo, 
C.J. Smith 

Oprah voice: “You get a third-line left winger, and you get a third-line left 
winger, and you get a third-line left winger.” 

Center 

The favorite: Staal 

The contenders: None. 

Death, taxes and third-line center Staal. That much you can count on. 

Right wing 

The favorite: Jesper Fast 

The contenders: Jarvis, Jordan Martinook, Jack Drury? 

This roster is frankly looking too full for Drury to make it straight out of 
camp at this point. But I’d see him as an awesome, Lorentz-esque call-up 
from the AHL when someone gets hurt. Also, Fast has looked great at 
camp after a quieter postseason. 

Fourth line 

Left wing 

The favorite: Lorentz 

The contenders: Martinook, Leivo, Smith 

I’m already seeing some wonderful chemistry between Lorentz and “new 
guy” Derek Stepan. I doubt the Canes want to mess with that when that 
was the whole point of the signing. But, as Brind’Amour was saying, 
there are several options at every position in the lineup if there’s some 
sort of underperformance or injury. 

Center 

The favorite: Derek Stepan 

The contenders: Martinook, Lorentz, Drury 

This goes back to Brind’Amour’s philosophy on the center depth. Are 
there a lot of potential options for fourth-line center on this team? Sure. 
Do the Canes need to spend even five minutes thinking about them? Not 
really. 

Right wing 

The favorite: Martinook 

The contenders: Fast, Smith, Leivo, Drury, Stefan Noesen 

Martinook is always operating at 500 percent capacity, so this would 
never be a problem. But if he was starting to get complacent at all, 
there’s a strong list of players waiting to jump into this 4RW position. I’ve 
been pleasantly surprised with Noesen’s camp performance. I went into 
training camp expecting to not even think about him, and he’s forced me 
to reconsider. Great at the little fourth-line things. 

Extras 

The contenders: Lorentz, Smith, Leivo, Noesen, Drury 

Defense 

First pair, left side 

The favorite: Jaccob Slavin 

The contenders: Come on. 

I tried to keep my “locks” to a minimum during this exercise, but barring 
injury, this is Slavin’s spot to keep. On a roster full of so many 
possibilities and versatile players, Aho, Staal and Slavin are anchors. 

First pair, right side 

The favorite: Tony DeAngelo 

The contenders: Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce 

The Hurricanes put DeAngelo on the third pairing next to Ian Cole for the 
first few practices and first game of the preseason. That was, again, to 
get a better look at options. Ethan Bear, who was playing next to Slavin 
during that time, has had a fantastic showing at camp — but he’s been 
able to do so next to Cole. DeAngelo and Slavin have seemed to work 
really well together ever since he’s been promoted to the first pairing, and 
DeAngelo has also been quarterbacking the first power play unit. 

Second pair, left side 

The favorite: Brady Skjei 

The contenders: Ian Cole, Brendan Smith 

It’s hard to see Skjei and Brett Pesce getting separated. They’ve been 
building up chemistry and work well together. 

Second pair, right side 

The favorite: Pesce 

The contenders: DeAngelo, Cole 

See above. 

Third pair, left side 

The favorite: Ian Cole 

The contenders: Brendan Smith, Eric Gelinas, Max Lajoie 

Third pair, right side 

The favorite: Bear 

The contenders: DeAngelo, Joey Keane 

Extras 

The contenders: Smith, Gelinas, Keane, Lajoie 

The most intriguing aspect of the defense — after first pairing, right side 
— is what to do with Smith. He adds an unmistakable snarl to the lineup, 
but there just doesn’t seem to be any room. At the very least, the 
Hurricanes will have depth in multiple aspects on defense, whether it’s a 
tough extra like Smith, a big boy like Gelinas, a need for skill like Keane 
or an all-around serviceable defenseman like Lajoie. 
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‘Pay him or rebuild’: Predators’ future hinges on Filip Forsberg’s contract 
negotiations 
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By Adam Vingan  

Oct 6, 2021  

  

Filip Forsberg pals around with George Kittle and Robert Tonyan, two of 
the top tight ends in the NFL. In their sport, contract negotiations are 
handled differently. 

“I’ve got a lot of football friends,” Forsberg said with a grin last week. “I 
was thinking about sitting out this season.” 

The Predators do not need to worry about a holdout, but Forsberg arrived 
at training camp unsigned past this season, when his six-year, $36 
million deal expires. 

He said he is in no rush to re-sign, which Predators general manager 
David Poile probably does not want to hear. Forsberg’s agent, J.P. Barry, 
told The Athletic that contract talks with the Predators have not started. 

“I have a full year,” said Forsberg, 27. “I feel like you have to play your 
contract out.” 

Contrast that with fellow free-agent-to-be Mattias Ekholm, who said, “I 
want to be here. … I’d rather have (a new contract) done yesterday.” 

This is about more than just re-signing Forsberg, who has been the 
Predators’ leading scorer with 177 goals and 379 points since becoming 
a full-time NHL player in 2014. It feels like the near-term future of the 
franchise hinges on these negotiations. 

As one veteran talent evaluator put it: “Pay him or rebuild.” 

The talent evaluator wondered if Forsberg could receive a contract 
similar to the eight-year, $56 million deal that Colorado Avalanche winger 
Gabriel Landeskog, 28, signed on the eve of free agency in July. It was a 
steep discount, according to Evolving-Hockey, which projected a cap hit 
north of $9.5 million. 

Landeskog’s and Forsberg’s career numbers are similar, though 
Landeskog, who was among the first three players named to Sweden’s 
Olympic hockey team, is more highly regarded. (Forsberg figures to be 
on that team as well.) 

The major difference between their situations, however, is that 
Landeskog is the captain of arguably the best team in the league, one 
that is positioned to compete for the Stanley Cup for the foreseeable 
future. 

The Predators, meanwhile, have entered a so-called “competitive rebuild” 
— an oxymoronic phrase used by Poile during the offseason — and are 
predicted to finish in the bottom third of the standings this season. 

Does Forsberg want to commit the rest of his prime years to a team with 
an uncertain future when he can go to free agency and realistically 
command $8 million per season? 

Forsberg’s reaction to the trade of Viktor Arvidsson to the Los Angeles 
Kings on July 1 — a giant thumbs down he posted to his Instagram — 
led to speculation about his desire to stay in Nashville. 

“The (Arvidsson) trade was a little hard to swallow at the time,” Forsberg 
said. “You get (two) draft picks. It doesn’t feel like you’re getting anything 
back. In five years, we might be looking back and that was the best trade 
this team ever made, because the players that we got in the draft turn out 
to be great. When you know the person and the player that we lose, and 
you don’t get anything physically back, it was a little harder than, say, 
(losing) Ryan Ellis (to the Philadelphia Flyers). You lose a phenomenal 
player, phenomenal guy, but you get two players back (in Cody Glass 
and Philippe Myers) who can come in and contribute right away. … At 
the time, (the Arvidsson trade) was a little bit of a gut shot, but everything 
happens for a reason.” 

The Predators, whose salary-cap situation is problematic, also have to 
ask themselves if investing in Forsberg long term is wise. For as talented 

as Forsberg is, he has missed at least 15 games because of injury in 
three of the past four seasons and has not taken the next step as a 
scorer. At his age, Forsberg probably is what he is — a streaky player 
who tops out at around 30 goals. 

There is value in that, especially for a team starving for offense, but the 
last thing the Predators need is another onerous contract on their books. 

“The only thing I can worry about is playing as good as I possibly can and 
help the team win,” Forsberg said. “At the end of the day, that’s going to 
put me in the best spot for any negotiations.” 

If there is any uncertainty about whether Forsberg will re-sign before the 
March 21 trade deadline, the Predators must move him. They absolutely 
cannot lose him for nothing. 

That would turn the “competitive rebuild” into a full-scale one. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Streaks, spoilers, and other suggested 
New Season’s Resolutions 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Oct 7, 2021 

 

With opening night of the 2021-22 NHL season now less than a week 
away, it’s time for one of my favorite annual traditions: the New Season’s 
Resolutions column, in which I offer up a few suggestions for how we 
could all be a little bit better at this hockey fan thing. 

That’s all these are — just ideas, not commandments. As always, you’re 
welcome to try out all of them, or pick and choose one or two, or roll your 
eyes and tell me to get lost. But we all have room for improvement, and 
now’s as good a time as any to think about how we can make that 
happen. 

We’ll start with what might be the most important resolution we can all 
make this year, because it touches on one of the worst parts of hockey 
fandom … 

Let’s not gatekeep these new fans (especially in Seattle) 

With a new expansion team in place, the NHL has a rare opportunity to 
do something it’s struggled with over the decades and add a significant 
number of new fans. That’s a good thing, but sometimes you wouldn’t 
know it by how the rest of us treat the newbies. It feels like so many of us 
want to descend on the rookies and test them, making sure that they’re 
worthy of joining our club. Some of us just seem to be waiting for them to 
make a mistake, so we can declare that they’re fakers and exile them 
from the kingdom of True Hockey Fans. 

I’ll go ahead and give us the benefit of the doubt and say that this all 
comes from a good place. We love this sport, and we know that means 
we’re in the minority. We’ve all seen the cheap punch lines and lazy 
coverage, and we think hockey deserves better. There’s an old joke that 
hockey isn’t anyone’s second-favorite sport, because you’re either 
obsessed or you don’t care, and whether that’s true or not we’ve kind of 
internalized the idea. If you’re not obsessed then you must not care, and 
if you don’t care you’re probably going to do more harm than good, so 
get lost and let the real fans enjoy what we enjoy. 

OK, fine. But that can’t work when it comes to new fans, and new 
markets. There is a learning curve with this sport, and it’s a steeper one 
that we’d like to admit. And stereotypes aside, nobody actually goes from 
being a non-fan to an obsessive overnight. Maybe they get there 
eventually, but there’s going to be some time where they’re still figuring 
things out. And that means they might not understand a rule, or get a 
name wrong, or cheer at the wrong time, or tweet something dumb. If all 
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of us in the old guard are racing to pile on every time that happens, we’re 
just driving potential fans away from a league that desperately needs 
them. 

To be clear, that doesn’t make it our job to sell the league to a new 
audience. The NHL has its own PR department, and if you don’t work 
there then you don’t have to pretend that everything is wonderful all the 
time. But you also don’t have to actively drive potential fans away by 
sending them the message that they don’t belong, or that they aren’t 
welcome. Give them a chance to try the sport on for size. Some will like 
what they see and stick around, others won’t, and that’s how it’s 
supposed to work. 

Maybe a few of those new fans will even become the next generation of 
embittered diehards, complaining about the refs and hating the loser 
point and booing Gary Bettman. If so, awesome. But until then, save the 
pop quizzes and eye rolls and give them a chance to get settled in. 

The NHL hasn’t had ties since the shootout arrived in 2005, which means 
that there are only two results a team can have. They can win, or they 
can lose. Those losses can come in different flavors, and some of them 
even yield points in the standings, but they’re still losses. And if a team 
loses a bunch of games in a row, that’s a losing streak. 

You wouldn’t think this is controversial. But in today’s NHL, it apparently 
is, because the league doesn’t think a losing streak is always a losing 
streak. 

Instead, the league counts regulation losses and overtime/shootout 
losses as two categories, and uses that distinction to continually reset 
losing streaks. Lose three in a row in regulation, then drop a shootout, 
then lose another in regulation? Congratulations, the league says, you’ve 
lost one game in a row. That record-breaking stretch last year when the 
Sabres lost 18 games in a row? Not an 18-game losing streak, says the 
league, because there was a shootout loss mixed in. If you’d been 
tracking the NHL’s standings page, you never would have seen an “L18” 
next to the Sabres. 

This is, of course, complete nonsense. The next time your favorite team 
hasn’t won in two weeks and then drops an overtime heartbreaker, show 
up at the postgame press conference and ask them if they’re relieved to 
snap the losing streak. See what kind of looks you get. 

It goes without saying that no such distinction is made for wins, and that’s 
where you have to admit that the league is being kind of brilliant here. 
They’ve got a stupid awful horrible loser point that ruins the standings 
and makes everyone finish over .500, and they’ve found a nifty side 
effect that let’s them pretend that they’re also a league full of long 
winning streaks and short losing streaks. Everyone’s doing great, your 
team is super good, just don’t think about the math too hard. 

I’ll admit that part of me was hesitant to include this one, because it 
seems like it’s putting me in direct conflict with my far wiser colleague 
Pierre LeBrun. Pierre has mentioned the NHL’s streak distinction on a 
few occasions, and he and I have argued this point privately once or 
twice. So is he wrong? No, actually. Instead, he’s accurately describing 
how the league treats streaks, and how they’d like the rest of us to 
describe them. 

He’s right, and I don’t dispute that this is how the NHL wants it done. I 
just don’t see any reason why we need to play along. If the NHL woke up 
tomorrow and declared that we should all say that pucks are square, it 
wouldn’t mean we’d have to do it. And while we may have to defer to the 
league on how it tracks things for its official record book, that doesn’t 
prevent us from still describing things in plain language the rest of the 
time. 

So this season, when some team loses 10 games in a row and the NHL 
tries to tell us that it’s not actually a 10-game losing streak, let’s pat them 
on the head, give them a broad smile and a thumbs-up, and then go right 
back to calling it a 10-game losing streak. Because that’s what it is. 

Let’s stop saying we don’t understand goalie interference 

This one might feel like a rerun because I’ve been on this soapbox for 
years now. But I’m mentioning it again, because I don’t feel like I’m 
making any progress and it’s probably new to at least a few of you. 

You know the scenario by now. A goal is scored, there’s a challenge for 
interference, you watch a few replays and then the referee announces 
the decision. Inevitably, everyone throws up their hands and declares 
that they don’t understand what just happened. The broadcasters have 
no idea, the beat writers on Twitter can’t figure it out, the guy at the 
sports bar next to you is completely flummoxed. Pretty soon, the whole 
thing feels like a contest to see who can put on the best performance of 
feigned confusion. And it’s all because the rule makes no sense. 

Except it does, as I’ve explained in detail. It’s not a great rule — I’m 
against having replay review for interference at all, for the record — and 
it’s not exactly a simple rule. But it’s not incomprehensible either, and 
most of the people complaining about it have either never read it or are 
just faking it for a reaction. 

So this year, let’s make an effort to knock it off with the over-the-top 
reactions to every interference review. Ideally, we could all do that by 
actually taking the time to learn the rule and how it’s applied, but that’s 
not mandatory. Instead, we could just treat it like most of the rules in the 
book, and be vaguely aware of how it works while assuming that the 
referees and officials know the specifics. And if you’re in the media, 
especially on a broadcast team, you could treat it as part of your job to 
understand the rules well enough to explain them to your audience. 
Because, well, it kind of is. 

The first time I broke out this gimmick was way back in September 2014. 
That feels like forever ago, but it also means that this is the first time I get 
to do this in a season in which the NHL is planning to go to the Olympics. 

Assuming the whole thing doesn’t get waylaid by COVID-19 or some 
other crisis, it will be great to see a true best-on-best tournament play out 
on the world’s biggest stage. But because the games are in China, it also 
means that we’ll be watching the biggest matchups in the middle of the 
night, or first thing in the morning. 

That’s not ideal, especially after 2002 and 2010 spoiled us with North 
American hosts and prime-time-friendly schedules. But we’ll live with it. 
What’s a few sleepless nights for international glory, right? 

One request, though. Let’s all agree that lots of us will be watching those 
games in real-time. And when we do, we’re going to want to talk about 
them, and tweet about them, and whatever else. That’s how sports 
works, and these days the instant reactions are half the fun. 

Will there be some fans who’d prefer to hold off on watching the games 
until later, when they get up in the morning or get home from work or can 
otherwise fit it into their schedule? Sure, and that’s cool too. But those 
fans have to understand that it’s not up to the rest of us to go silent and 
avoid spoilers on a game that was played hours ago. If you want to stay 
in suspense, it’s on you to stay off of social media, turn off the all-sports 
radio station, throw on the noise-cancelling headphones at work, and 
whatever else you need to do. You don’t get to invoke some sort of anti-
spoiler cone of silence on the rest of us. 

If you know a fan doesn’t want to hear about late-night results, you 
should try to avoid discussing them in their presence. Don’t text them 
about a game you know they haven’t watched. That’s basic courtesy. But 
that’s all you’re obligated to do. NBC or whoever can pretend a 12-hour-
old game is news, but let’s agree that the rest of us don’t have to. 

The scandal, in which allegations of sexual abuse by a Hawks coach in 
2010 were handled poorly if not outright covered up by prominent 
members of the front office and executive ranks, has been reported on in 
detail by TSN and The Athletic among others. The legal process is 
ongoing. Meanwhile, the team says that it’s conducting its own 
investigation. 

Good. We need to know the truth of what happened, and those who were 
responsible need to be held to account. Our job as fans is to make sure 
that happens, and the best way we can do that is to refuse to let this 
story fade into the background. 

Call it a cynical view if you want, but it’s hard not to feel like that sort of 
fading is exactly what the team and the league might be hoping for. We 
all have short attention spans these days, and if an issue drags on long 
enough then eventually we lose interest and move on to the next thing. 
Let’s be honest, it’s pretty much what happened with stories like 
concussions litigation or Akim Aliu’s allegations. 
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Not this time. Let’s make sure we keep asking about the Blackhawks 
story, that we demand to see the results of the investigation and that we 
insist on accountability for those involved. 

That doesn’t mean we can’t talk about what the Hawks do on the ice. It 
doesn’t mean that every mention of the team has to come with a long 
disclaimer about the scandal. When it comes to the Chicago Blackhawks, 
we can hold more than one thought in our heads at once. 

But if anyone out there is hoping they can ride this out, delay as long as 
possible, and ultimately mute the story’s impact, let’s make sure that 
they’re wrong. It’s quite literally the least we can do. 
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For as fun as it is to think about the breakout stars that will arrive with the 
dawn of a new NHL season, there’s also the other side of the coin: the 
players who will inevitably move in the opposite direction. 

That’s what we’re in search of today — 10 players who are poised to take 
a step back in 2021-22. This could be a star who’s showing signs of 
decline, someone who broke out last season but appears likely to fall 
back down to Earth or a player who simply performed at a level that’s 
beyond his abilities. 

Before we get into the methodology, it’s important to remember that a 
player isn’t “bad” if they wind up on this list. There are a lot of high-end 
names, some that I in fact really like. Regression in the context of hockey 
is simply the theory that a player’s results will normalize closer to their 
ability level over time. Therefore, if a player appears here it simply means 
that their 2020-21 results were perhaps overstretched and due to correct, 
not that they’re necessarily going to be a poor performer all of a sudden. 

With that caveat out of the way, the process for identifying regression 
candidates is mostly percentages-driven. Hockey’s such an erratic sport 
where an inch or two here or a lucky bounce there can make all the 
difference in the world. Sometimes you just have a season where all 
those little bounces fall in your favour in a way that almost certainly won’t 
be repeated moving forward. There are other factors like age, team and 
linemate quality and role that we’ll be considering but we’ll mostly be 
leaning on underlying stats that can help gauge sustainability. 

Here are the 10 players who enter this season at risk of producing less 
than they did in 2020-21, in no particular order. 

Darnell Nurse, LD, Edmonton Oilers 

The timing for Darnell Nurse’s breakout could not have been more 
perfect on a personal level. 

Edmonton’s No. 1 defender exploded offensively, ranking second among 
all blueliners with 16 goals in 56 games and finishing fifth among his 
peers with 23 five-on-five points, entering the summer with just one year 
left on his contract. The 26-year-old was handsomely rewarded 
accordingly, netting an eight-year, $9.25 million AAV extension that will 
make him the fifth highest-paid defenceman in the league in 2022-23 
when the deal kicks in. 

Nurse is a workhorse with a ton of value to offer as a player but he’ll 
need to maintain last season’s performance to live up to his big 
extension. That’s an extremely tall order considering the context of how 
he achieved those gaudy results. All but one of Nurse’s 16 goals came at 
even-strength where it’s typically quite difficult for a defender to put 
themselves in prime scoring positions. It would be tough for any 
defenceman to replicate the 22-goal per 82 games pace that Nurse 

scored at last season, let alone one that won’t get top power-play 
minutes with Tyson Barrie back in the fold. 

No NHL defender who’s appeared in at least 1000 minutes has managed 
to maintain a double-digit shooting percentage over the span of the last 
three seasons. That spells trouble for Nurse who went from scoring on 
2.9 percent of his shots in 2019-20 to 10.3 percent of his shots last 
season. 

Look no further than Morgan Rielly as a template for what can happen in 
these situations. Rielly’s shooting percentage spiked from 3.3 percent to 
9 percent during a career year in 2018-19 where he scored 20 goals. The 
following year his production came crashing down with just three goals in 
47 games. 

Nurse should continue reaping the rewards of playing more than half his 
five-on-five minutes alongside Connor McDavid but considering his 
previous career high for goals was 10, it seems reasonable to deduce his 
scoring rate will decline in 2021-22. 

Marcus Foligno, LW, Minnesota Wild 

With his size, two-way chops, imposing physical game and leadership, 
I’ve long been a fan of Marcus Foligno. He’s a valuable piece for the 
Minnesota Wild on a perfectly reasonable contract. What he 
accomplished offensively in 2020-21, however, feels like a flash in the 
pan. A bottom-six grinder for most of his career, Foligno set a career high 
with 26 points despite appearing in just 39 games. 

Red flags should be raised anytime a longtime bottom-six player 
explodes to produce at a 22-goal, 55-point pace, especially one like 
Foligno, 30, where young age can be ruled out as a reason for drastic 
improvement. A further look under the hood confirms the skepticism. 

Foligno scored 2.77 points per 60 minutes at five-on-five, slotting just 
behind Nathan MacKinnon (!!!) at 13th among all NHL forwards. For 
reference, Leon Draisaitl, Kirill Kaprizov, David Pastrnak and Brayden 
Point are just a few of the names that Foligno outpaced in terms of five-
on-five scoring efficiency. That obviously won’t last — the Wild shot a 
whopping 15.2 percent when Foligno was on the ice at five-on-five. In 
other words, goalies were coincidentally Swiss cheese every time 
Foligno stepped over the boards, sporting just a .848 save percentage 
during his minutes. 

Individually, for every four shots that Foligno took, one would go in. 
Nobody, not even the elite snipers in this league, can beat goaltenders 
with that kind of ruthless efficiency over a larger sample. 

Foligno’s still an excellent two-way even-strength driver as the Wild 
controlled 57.2 percent of expected goals with him on the ice, they just 
can’t bank on him to continue producing at a first-line rate. 

Kasperi Kapanen, RW, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Year 1 of the Kasperi Kapanen experiment was a smashing success for 
the Pittsburgh Penguins. Riding shotgun with Evgeni Malkin, Kapanen 
was fast, disruptive and gave his line a new gear offensively, finishing 
with 30 points in 40 games. 

Heading into this season, Kapanen faces a tough challenge as Malkin is 
expected to miss at least two months of the season with a knee injury. 
Combine that with Sidney Crosby’s injury and it’s going to be much 
tougher to create offence if you’re a top-six winger in Pittsburgh. Malkin 
had his ups and downs last season but he was still instrumental to 
Kapanen’s success. Kapanen scored five goals and 12 points in just 241 
five-on-five minutes next to Malkin — an elite 2.98 points per 60 minutes 
clip. 

Without Malkin, Kapanen will have to drive a lot more offence individually 
rather than being a complementary piece. There are other factors beyond 
the drop-off in linemate quality to consider as well. 

For starters, Kapanen was third in the league in notching 0.9 secondary 
assists per 60 minutes at five-on-five. Secondary assists are often quite 
noisy, meaning that they aren’t as repeatable as primary assists and can 
often be driven by luck. It’s sensible to see elite playmakers like Brad 
Marchand and Leon Draisaitl top the charts for secondary assists but 
when you see someone like Kapanen, who’s tremendously gifted 
physically but historically lacks vision and playmaking skills, you wonder 
if the eight secondary assists he registered were inflated by good fortune. 
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Kapanen will also need to up his shot rate as he converted 16.7 percent 
of his shots last season despite being a career 11.7 percent converter. 

The speedy Finnish right winger should earn some more power-play time 
with the top-six injuries, but playing without Malkin, in addition to some of 
the percentage-driven factors lead me to believe he’ll produce less this 
season. Acquiring him in 2020 was still a great trade for Pittsburgh, it just 
might be tough for Kapanen to replicate his career year. 

Jakob Chychrun, LD, Arizona Coyotes 

The 2020-21 season marked the arrival of Jakob Chychrun as a bona 
fide No. 1 defenceman. Chychrun leapfrogged Oliver Ekman-Larsson on 
the depth chart by absorbing matchup duties, leading the back end in 
minutes and paced all NHL defenders with 18 goals, en route 41 points in 
56 games. It was enough to finish 10th in Norris Trophy voting and even 
enter the conversation as a contender for Team Canada at the Olympics. 

While I love Chychrun as a player, it’s tough for me to see how he’ll be 
able to put up the kind of offensive numbers he did last season. 

For one, he’ll have a lot less help around him as the Coyotes stripped 
their roster for their rebuild, losing eight wins of value by colleague Dom 
Luszczyszyn’s model, the most of any team this offseason. In particular, 
they’ve lost Conor Garland and Christian Dvorak. Both were first-unit 
fixtures for a Coyotes power play that surprisingly ranked 12th in the NHL 
for goals per hour. Losing that kind of offensive talent could hurt 
Chychrun who relied on the man advantage for 14 points. Meanwhile, 
Chychrun lost Alex Goligoski, who was his main partner at five-on-five. 

It’s going to be a difficult adjustment losing key power-play pieces as well 
as a primary defence partner. 

Chychrun also shot 10.3 percent individually. He’s a fantastic shooter but 
as we mentioned in the Nurse section, no defender in recent history has 
been able to maintain a double-digit shooting clip over a large sample. 

With less help around him, it’s tough to see how Chychrun will score at 
the 26-goal per 82 games pace he managed last season. 

Jason Spezza, RW/C, Toronto Maple Leafs 

It’s hard to find many players that are easier to root for than Jason 
Spezza. He’s an extremely likable, humble personality and was one of 
the lone depth contributors to actually step up in the playoffs for Toronto. 
The 2020-21 season was great for him as he hit the 10-goal and 30-point 
mark for the first time in four years, and in just 54 games to boot. 

Spezza still looks to have enough game to be a useful bottom-six piece 
but it’s very unlikely he can replicate those numbers. The biggest sign of 
that is a metric called individual points percentage. 

Individual points percentage (IPP) takes how many points a player gets 
and divides that by the number of goals for the team scored while they 
were on the ice. You’d expect the league’s elite offensive players to 
naturally own a high IPP, but the key is to look at how a skater’s IPP 
compares to their career average. If a player’s IPP is way higher than 
their career norm, odds are they’ll regress closer to their career average 
and if their IPP is way lower than usual, it’s a sign they’ve been unlucky. 

Toronto scored 24 goals when Spezza was on the ice at five-on-five. It 
turns out the veteran forward collected a point on every single one of 
those, for an IPP of 100 percent. Historically, Spezza’s IPP has 
fluctuated between the 60-80 percent range. 

IPP is one of the key red flags that stood out when Jake Virtanen, for 
instance, was in the midst of a breakout year in 2019-20. I don’t expect 
the bottom to fall out on Spezza’s production the way it did for Virtanen 
but history tells us he’s in line for some regression. When I wrote that 
Virtanen story, I found that there were 10 forwards between 2013-14 and 
2018-19 that scored at least 15 five-on-five points with an IPP higher 
than 90 percent. Eight of those 10 forwards saw a decline in their five-on-
five point production the following year. 

Last year, Spezza scored 3.11 points per hour at five-on-five, the third-
highest rate in the league behind only Connor McDavid and Brad 
Marchand. It seems practical to think he’ll fall back down to Earth, 
especially as he turns another year older at 38. 

Tyler Toffoli, RW, Montreal Canadiens 

Montreal’s four-year bet on Tyler Toffoli at a $4.25 million AAV was one 
of the savviest ones of the 2020 offseason. That remains true today, 
even if I think his production is likely to take a hit. 

Toffoli’s typically been a volume shooter who can generate a ton of 
chances but doesn’t necessarily finish with elite efficiency. That equation 
changed last season as he continued producing a ton of scoring 
opportunities and finishing at a remarkable rate. A career 11 percent 
shooter, the right winger converted 17.7 percent of his shots in 2020-21 
to score 28 goals in 52 games, a 44-goal pace over a standard 82 game 
schedule. 

If you apply Toffoli’s career average shooting percentage to the chances 
he had last season, he would have scored 17-18 goals instead of the 28 
he actually managed. The only other time Toffoli’s shooting percentage 
landed in the teens was 2015-16 when he scored 31 goals on the back of 
a 14.5 percent shooting clip. The following year that came back down to 
normal and he scored 16 goals in 63 games. 

Any time the idea of shooting percentage regression comes up, fans will 
inevitably bring up the idea of shot quality. That perhaps the player 
simply generated better looks than they ever have before and were more 
selective with their shots. That idea sounds great in theory but it rarely 
represents reality. 

One of the ways we can measure shot quality is by looking at expected 
goals. Expected goals can analyze the quality of all the chances Toffoli 
produced (for example, a shot from the slot might be worth 0.20 xG while 
a low danger point shot might be worth 0.03) and then projects how 
many goals a league average finisher would have potted with the exact 
same shots. 

Some players are such good shooters they’ll always outperform their 
expected output, but others align closely. In Toffoli’s case, Evolving-
Hockey’s model agrees that he generated a ton of dangerous chances 
but it posits that he should have netted something closer to 20 goals 
rather than 28. That matters because Toffoli’s historically been an 
average finisher who rarely outperforms his expected goal output. 

Toffoli won’t be able to feast on the weak defences of the North Division 
like he did last season either. In any case, the bloated shooting 
percentage alone is enough to expect regression heading into this 
campaign. That shouldn’t undermine Toffoli’s ability to be a really 
important player for the Canadiens, just don’t expect him to finish 
seventh in the NHL for goals like he did last season. 

Tomas Nosek, LW, Boston Bruins 

For three seasons between 2017 and 2020, Tomas Nosek was the 
model of consistency. He appeared in 67-68 games, scored seven-to-
eight goals and 15-17 points in all three seasons. Nosek was just your 
run-of-the-mill fourth-liner. 

In 2020-21 he bucked that trend with a mini breakout to eight goals and 
18 points in 38 games on a highly effective fourth line for Vegas. Similar 
to Foligno, any bottom-six forward that sees a considerable bump in 
scoring like this needs to be vetted further. In Nosek’s case, signs point 
to last season being a flash in the pan. 

Nosek nearly doubled his career five-on-five shooting percentage with a 
14.6 percent campaign. He also appeared to earn a disproportionate 
amount of credit for his line’s goals, as evidenced by his sky-high 88.9 
percent IPP (16 points on 18 of his line’s goals). As both factors regress, 
so too should Nosek’s production. 

Joe Pavelski, RW, Dallas Stars 

With the Stars suffering through a number of top-six injuries, Joe 
Pavelski turned back the clock in a huge way last season. San Jose’s 
former captain erupted for 25 goals and 51 points in 56 games, rebooting 
himself into his prime form. 

The odds he can continue scoring at a 35-goal, 75 points-per-82 games 
pace appear slim, however. 

For one, the Stars will be getting Tyler Seguin and Alex Radulov back. 
This should strengthen Dallas’ top nine and likely reduce Pavelski’s 
minutes to something closer to the 17 minutes per game he averaged in 
2019-20. Fewer minutes would, in turn, obviously hinder his individual 
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production. Second, there’s the age component: Pavelski turned 37 this 
summer and at some point, you’d expect that to slow him down. 

Finally, there are some signs under the hood that last season’s torrid 
production may not be sustainable anyway. Pavelski shot 18 percent last 
season compared to his career average of 12.7 percent. The last time he 
shot this efficiently was 2018-19 when he had 38 goals which preceded a 
decline in 2019-20 when he managed just 14 in 67 games. 

Less opportunity with returning top-six forwards, advanced age and 
shooting percentage regression should all work against Pavelski this 
season. He can still be a high-end top-six contributor, just don’t expect 
him to flirt with the point-per-game mark again. 

Mats Zuccarello, RW, Minnesota Wild 

Few things can help extend the window of a player’s prime better than 
being able to ride shotgun with elite talent. That’s the favourable situation 
Mats Zuccarello found himself in last season when he was paired with 
rookie sensation Kirill Kaprizov. Kaprizov’s a transition wizard, one of the 
most talented playmakers in the league and it allowed Zuccarello to fit it 
in excellently as a complementary piece. 

Zuccarello subsequently finished 2020-21 with 35 points in 42 games, 
the highest points-per-game rate of his career. Yellow flags should 
immediately be raised any time a player posts career-best numbers at 
the age of 33. A deeper look into his underlying profile confirms that the 
jump in scoring was aided by more than just Kaprizov’s arrival. 

For starters, the crafty, undersized playmaker collected points on 88.5 
percent of the five-on-five goals he was on the ice for. That seems 
awfully high considering he wasn’t the primary driver on the line — 
Zuccarello’s IPP has typically hovered closer to the 70 percent range. 
The boost here came from secondary assists, which as we mentioned 
earlier are often noisy and influenced by luck. 

Zuccarello notched 0.73 secondary assists for every 60 minutes he 
skated at five-on-five. The last time his secondary assist rate spiked that 
high was 2016-17 when he notched 59 points. The following season in 
2017-18, he earned seven fewer assists in an identical number of games 
played. That provides a decent template for the kind of modest 
regression we could see heading into next season. Individually, he also 
shot 14.9 percent when his career average is 11.3 percent. 

Combine age-related decline risk with his inflated IPP/secondary assist 
rate and modestly high shooting percentage and there’s pretty good 
reason to believe Zuccarello’s production won’t be quite as prolific as it 
was in 2020-21. 

Sammy Blais, LW/RW, New York Rangers 

Strapped for cap space, the New York Rangers were forced to trade 
Pavel Buchnevich for cents on the dollar. The centrepiece of the return 
was Blues power forward Sammy Blais. Blais is well regarded in many 
industry circles due to his robust physical attributes and ability to drive 
the net. He can be an effective player for the Rangers but he scored at 
an 18-goal, 34 points-per-82 games pace last season which seems tough 
to replicate. 

Right off the bat, one of the biggest potential differences is role and 
linemate quality. 

In St. Louis, Blais didn’t play a ton of minutes but he had spurts where he 
was able to move up the lineup to get looks with the likes of Ryan 
O’Reilly, Brayden Schenn and Robert Thomas. Blais, in fact, scored half 
his goals when he shared the ice with O’Reilly. Those kinds of 
opportunities may not be available in New York where the Rangers boast 
a deep top-nine. So far, he’s gotten a look next to Kevin Rooney and 
Ryan Reaves — a pretty significant downgrade in terms of offensive 
help. 

In addition to that, Blais also benefitted from a sky-high 25.8 percent 
shooting clip which is nearly double his career average. Blais has 
promise and should add some jam to the Rangers’ lineup, but it’s unlikely 
he’ll produce at the kind of middle-six rate he managed last season. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.07.2021 

1192792 Websites 

 

The Athletic / LeBrun: Which high-profile pending UFAs could sign 
extensions early this season? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Oct 6, 2021   

 

There are no hard and fast rules about extending a player during the 
NHL season. Some pending UFAs prefer to halt talks once the season is 
officially underway. Others don’t care and keep the dialogue going. 

But generally speaking, it is rare for the higher-end pending UFAs not to 
want to put their mind at ease with an extension as soon as possible if 
their intention is to stay put. 

So that’s why you might extensions announced over the next month or 
two early enough into the season. But then as the season goes on, those 
who haven’t signed likely will wait until after the season is over. 

Let’s dig in on a few notable pending UFAs to see where things are at. 

Aleksander Barkov, Florida Panthers: Last season’s Selke Trophy winner 
has expressed a desire to cement his future with the only NHL club he’s 
ever played for and it goes without saying that the Panthers want exactly 
the same for their franchise centre. To that end, negotiations have been 
going on slow and steady without much fanfare this offseason; the feeling 
right now is that it’s likely headed toward an extension sometime over the 
next month or so which would be gigantic news for the Panthers. And talk 
about breaking the hearts of GMs around the NHL. Imagine the thought 
of this 26-year-old centre, one of the most complete players in the NHL, 
hitting the market on July 13. It would put the frenzy back into Free 
Agency Frenzy on TSN. But alas, doesn’t sound like he’s going to be 
there. 

Tomas Hertl, San Jose Sharks: He’s not at Barkov’s level as a player but 
he’s a very talented centre and it’s rare for centres of his calibre to be 
available in-season. If the Sharks are out of playoff contention closer to 
the March 21 trade deadline, they will have little choice but to listen to 
trade offers given the potential return. However, San Jose has not lost 
hope in trying to extend Hertl and my sense is teams that have inquired 
this offseason were told that the Sharks were focused on signing him this 
season if possible. But at this juncture, I get the sense Hertl isn’t likely to 
sign. These things can change, but if they don’t, we’re looking at a pretty 
big name potentially available come the trade deadline. 

Kris Letang, Pittsburgh Penguins: There have been several 
conversations between Letang’s camp and Penguins management 
throughout the offseason, I’m told, but nothing imminent as far as an 
extension. This is a delicate one. The organization greatly values what 
the veteran blueliner has delivered during his terrific career in Pittsburgh 
but also is wary I think of giving him too many years on a contract they 
might regret. A short-term deal is possible from the team’s perspective 
but all things being equal, I think Letang himself is willing to be patient 
here to see how the season plays out. Are the Penguins still contenders? 
Is there a better contract for him on the market on July 13? There are 
many factors at play here. This one could go either way. 

Morgan Rielly, Toronto Maple Leafs: Management and Rielly’s camp 
have held preliminary discussions, the lines of communication are open. 
But I just don’t see an extension getting done anytime soon. This smells 
like a June decision either way, either the Leafs making cap room to be 
able to afford Reilly’s sizeable raise or both parties agree he’s headed to 
market because of Toronto’s cap situation. Given the new contracts 
signed over the past few months by the likes of Dougie Hamilton, Darnell 
Nurse, Zach Werenski and Seth Jones, the top end of the UFA D market 
was shifted north, with all those guys making $9 million or more. I’m not 
saying Reilly should make $9 million but he’s in the $8 million club to be 
sure. The Leafs being able to offer eight years in term is one tangible 
factor you can’t forget here, not to mention Rielly’s attachment to the 
organization. But the Leafs need to find cap room to make it happen. 
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John Klingberg, Dallas Stars: There has been good and constant 
dialogue this offseason between Klingberg’s camp and the Stars, I’m 
told, but obviously still no extension. But I do think there’s enough 
goodwill here based on the talks that have transpired that eventually this 
season both sides narrow the gap and find a deal that works. I’m betting 
he re-signs and it’s a deal that pops up out of nowhere in 
December/January. But there’s certainly work to be done. As noted with 
Rielly above, the upper end of the UFA D class had a good summer and I 
believe that’s had an impact on talks between Klingberg and the Stars, 
and how could it not? But I still think this is a deal that eventually gets 
done. 

Evgeni Malkin, Pittsburgh Penguins: I’m told there haven’t been any real 
extension talks between Malkin’s camp and Penguins management this 
offseason and I think both sides are fine with that at this point; the 
veteran centre focused on his health and recovery from offseason 
surgery. But obviously at some point in time, probably closer to the end 
of the season, there will be talks, and another delicate conversation is 
coming. Of course the Penguins want Malkin back, but I can’t imagine on 
a long-term deal that they would regret. It has to make sense for them as 
they soon enter a transition phase for the organization. 

Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins: This is an easy one. This is all about 
the 36-year-old star centre deciding how he feels physically and mentally 
after the season. If he still wants to play past this season, the Bruins will 
do all they can to extend him and the player doesn’t want to be anywhere 
else. But I think Bergeron wants to wait and see how he feels first after 
the season, which of course makes sense. Don’t kid yourself, I think if 
Bruins GM Don Sweeney had his way, he’d extend Bergeron like 
yesterday. But this is about a legacy player wanting to take his time and 
see how the season plays out. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: The fallout from Robin Lehner's comments 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

October 6, 2021, 11:28 AM 

 

As Robin Lehner’s frustrations exploded on to Twitter, he specifically 
tagged the NHL and the NHLPA — demanding to be heard. There were 
several conversations with the Players’ Association over the weekend, 
and Monday came his first interaction with the league. 

“The last 72 hours have been incredibly difficult, but also incredibly 
valuable to me, to my career, my life goals,” Lehner said Tuesday. “It’s 
not easy to do this. But I had a great talk with the NHL and the NHLPA 
over the last day…This is something I’ve been advocating for for years, 
and I’m encouraged about the approach they want to take." 

“What happened over the weekend brought conversation, brought 
everyone to the table. The rest will be behind closed doors, and not in the 
public eye…I believe they are sincere. I’m an optimistic person; this is 
something I’ve fought for for a long time.” 

The NHL and NHLPA declined comment, choosing to let Lehner’s voice 
be heard. So, let’s look at the reaction to his tweet storm: 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The number one question asked was... 

“Is he okay?” 

As Lehner’s tweets shook social media on Saturday night, the obvious 
reaction was to try and verify the accusations. However, there was no 

shortage of people concerned for the goalie’s well-being. Lehner is 
unafraid to discuss his difficult battles with bipolar disorder, attention-
deficit hyperactivity disorder and addiction. Society is much more 
understanding of these issues than it ever has been, and there was worry 
something had gone wrong. 

He eased those concerns, saying the weekend was “a hard 72 hours with 
mixed emotions. Some tears, but also some joy of seeing” that he’s 
reached the right people and been able to “express my feelings.” 

“I’m not comfortable with this; I did it anyways. It’s extremely hard. 
People think I’m seeking attention, I really don’t. I really don’t like it, it’s 
not easy for me mentally…If it can help one per cent I’m happy about 
that.” 

“People point a lot to my mental health. I’ve come in to camp in really 
good shape, really good mind-frame. Very excited.” 

This is not a bad conversation to have... 

In 2013, the NHL and NHLPA added Article 34.8 to the CBA — 
Prescription Drugs. It reads: “Each Club shall identify one (1) individual 
who is responsible for monitoring on an ongoing basis, or auditing on a 
regular basis, prescription drugs that have been given to each Player on 
the Club, with a particular emphasis on monitoring controlled substances 
and sleeping pills, if any, that have been prescribed.” 

Personally, I have to be in really bad shape to take even one Advil or 
Tylenol. I’ve seen what abuses can do. Sports has a long, fateful 
relationship with sleep pills, anti-depressants and painkillers. 

There’s zero harm in Lehner wanting something done about things he 
doesn’t like. You’d be naive to the extreme to believe everything’s 
perfect. Vigilance is key. I’m curious to see what comes out of this. 

One trainer who was willing to talk privately said his organization has 
taken a much harder line on the availability of medication as crises like 
opioid addiction gained greater media coverage. You’d like to know that’s 
a unanimous opinion. 

His Jack Eichel stance is hugely popular among players... 

Lehner’s brethren didn’t agree with all of his recent suggestions — 
especially anything where Eichel voluntarily jeopardized the $50M 
remaining on his contract — but they loved that someone spoke up for 
the Sabres captain, in limbo due to a medical dispute and trade 
stalemate. (More on this later in the blog.) 

“I don’t want to see things like Jack Eichel happen to anyone else,” 
Lehner said Tuesday. “I can’t stand by and see a fellow player, a friend, 
what’s happening when I’ve kind of been though similar things. We all 
worry about his neck, but what about his mental health?” 

“What is happening to him right now is not in the best for the patient.” 

Unsurprisingly, there are teams that disagree, feeling a club must have 
say where so much is on the line. 

Monday on the Jeff Marek Show, Commissioner Gary Bettman called it 
“a terrible situation.” 

“I don't think it's fair to point the finger at anybody in terms of who's right 
or who's wrong. I think everybody's approaching this with the best 
intentions. And the injury is complex, both in its diagnosis and its 
treatment. And I think people need to be a little more patient, because it's 
not good for anybody. But most importantly, we've got to focus on 
collectively worrying about Jack's health, both in the short term and the 
long term.” 

I understand why that’s his position. But, players assumed this would be 
settled by now. 

Alain Vigneault handled it a lot better than many others would... 

The criticism for Lehner was related to the Philadelphia coach. Lehner 
clarified he didn’t mean to state anything indicating Vigneault illegally or 
immorally distributed pills to players. Vigneault had to publicly deny it, but 
didn’t harshly fire back at the goalie, saying he “was obviously very 
disappointed.” (More to come on the Flyers.) 
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That’s the danger in spraying things across social media. It doesn’t take 
much for thoughts to get mangled, go haywire. There was some real 
anger this unintended narrative hung around almost 36 hours. 

I would guess a major reason Lehner said he will keep further 
discussions private is to avoid a repeat of this scenario. 

1. It was lost on Tuesday night, but there will be an important injury 
update from Los Angeles sometime Wednesday. Quinton Byfield’s left 
leg awkwardly went into the boards during a puck battle with Arizona’s 
Christian Fischer, and he had to be helped off the ice. Hoping for the best 
possible news not only for Byfield, but also linesman Ryan Gibbons. 
Gibbons had a freak collision with Liam O’Brien after the anthem, and 
was taken off on a stretcher. 

2. On Eichel: there is a real push to find a solution, because Eichel’s 
displaced disc can’t be allowed to just sit on the nerve. He is going to 
need a procedure sooner rather than later. What’s helped is he’s getting 
his own MRIs, so he and his representatives can share proper 
information. That’s a big deal. More difficult to answer is whether or not 
he is traded first or gets surgery, returns to health and plays games for 
the Sabres to regain his trade value. No one will go on record, but there 
is a growing belief there are teams willing to accept Eichel's preferred 
disc replacement. However, you have to be able to make the trade first. 
There’s definitely a push to get him healthy — which should be the 
number-one priority. 

3. Only Lehner knows what upset him about Vigneault, but several who 
played for the coach backed his self-appraisal: “I am tough. I am 
demanding. But I care about my players. I want their best.” One of the 
reasons Philadelphia is on my “Comeback Team of 2021-22” list is from 
top-to-bottom, the organization asked itself hard questions about what 
went wrong and worked to address them. COVID life made a rough year 
even worse; with one source calling it “a spiral of negativity we couldn’t 
escape.” It affected everyone. Players and coaches were beyond 
frustrated with each other, making their complaints known. There were 
no secrets, few were spared. That’s one of the reasons Philadelphia 
acquired the likes of Ryan Ellis, Nate Thompson and Keith Yandle. It’s 
not only about on-ice performance, but players pushing themselves to a 
better mindset. That goes for the coaches too. It was a collective failure 
to right the ship. If you can’t trust your processes when things inevitably 
go badly, you’re doomed. After a season like that one, someone as 
competitive as Vigneault wants to lead the fix. 

4. When Carter Hart signed his three-year extension in August, he didn’t 
reveal much about off-season work. But, for the first time, he had on-ice 
sessions with both his personal teacher, Edmonton’s Dustin Schwartz, 
and Philadelphia’s goalie coach, Kim Dillabaugh, present. It’s another 
example of how the Flyers attacked the off-season, as repairing Hart was 
a major — if not the major — project. Everything was discussed, from 
communication with him to technique. He’s had two impressive pre-
season performances, and a friend who saw him at the western 
Canadian BioSteel camp said Hart looked terrific. Last March, the goalie 
whisperer, Vancouver-based reporter Kevin Woodley, went on Jason 
Myrtetus’s Flyers Daily podcast, saying Hart’s “technical elements 
seemed to have slipped,” adding, “I see a setup that doesn’t look like 
Carter Hart. Everything looks slightly off.” The talented young netminder 
had a miserable season, exacerbated by a schedule that didn’t allow 
practice time. The goal was to make sure everyone knows how to stop a 
repeat scenario. The Flyers aren’t fooling around. 

5. It’s not Defcon 1 between Ottawa and Brady Tkachuk, but there’s a 
challenging philosophical disagreement. The Senators believe Tkachuk 
wants to be there long-term, and I don’t think they’re wrong. But Ottawa 
wants that commitment now and the winger is not ready to go seven or 
eight years. There’s two factors at play. First, the shackles should be off 
the cap in three seasons — opening new contract possibilities — and 
even though coach DJ Smith and linemate Drake Batherson were 
extended, I think Tkachuk wants to make sure ownership instability is not 
something he regrets locking-in for. 

6. Coaches are natural worriers. Smith knows Ottawa’s youth means 
some rough nights. One day in the Canadian capital and it was obvious, 
however: there are a lot of good, young pieces who are excited about 
playing together. And, in that lineup are some guys who will drive 
opponents crazy. 

7. That salary-cap prediction also played a role in Elias Pettersson’s 
negotiations. Commissioner Bettman was optimistic about the financial 
picture during his Marek interview. Some estimates are the league hopes 
to be within three or four per cent of revenues pre-COVID. That 
assumes, of course, the virus doesn’t wreak havoc this season. There is 
some room to manoeuvre, but the cap is scheduled to go up $1M per 
year until the players repay what they owe the owners. Most predications 
are for the summer of 2025, when we could see a big jump. 

8. Last week, Sportsnet reported that Evander Kane was under 
investigation for breaking COVID protocols. Tuesday night, Front Office 
Sports’ AJ Perez reported it involves “the possibility (Kane) submitted a 
fake vaccination card.” I don’t know where this is going to go, but when I 
was working on it, I wasn’t under the impression that this particular 
transgression (should it be proven true) could jeopardize Kane’s contract. 

9. When it comes to Tomas Hertl, one of the questions San Jose must be 
asking itself is this: if the Sharks decide they need new blood, is anyone 
more capable of getting it in a trade than he is? 

10. Early-season prediction: Montreal takes a serious run at extending 
Nick Suzuki sooner, rather than later. No more offer-sheet games. 

11. I think Toronto lets things play out before making any decision on 
Morgan Rielly. It’s not only about what it costs to sign him, but what else 
they need to do cap-wise if they sign him. This season’s performance — 
and not just his own — determines what happens here. And, with several 
months to consider it, I don’t think money was the deciding factor in Zach 
Hyman’s negotiation. It was trade/no-move protection, which will be 
something to watch with Rielly, too. 

12. Great to see Anders Lee return to action Tuesday night, scoring a 
typical Anders Lee goal right in front of the net. It’s hard not to think how 
a healthy Lee could have impacted the terrific Islanders/Tampa Bay 
seven-game semifinal. New York is a popular Stanley Cup pick. “We 
have a special group, we have a good room,” the captain said. “We’re 
coming back knowing what we are capable of.” 

13. One executive on GM Lou Lamoriello: “He has his own Central 
Registry.” 

14. Over the past couple of seasons, the Islanders avoided putting Ross 
Johnston on waivers. They know there’d be interest. It’s hard to say how 
their salary-cap picture will look until all contracts are revealed, but other 
clubs are keeping an eye out. 

15. I’m really careful about the first week of pre-season. The best players 
aren’t dialled in. But if there’s one player who piqued my interest, it was 
Calgary’s Oliver Kylington. He had one 25-minute game, and it is clear 
Calgary is giving him exhibition opportunity. But the Flames have a lot of 
defencemen, and Kylington is not waiver-exempt. (Bonus: His Instagram 
game is very good.) 

16. Others who have opened some eyes: San Jose first-rounder William 
Eklund, for sure. Adam Raska, competing for a forward job there, is 
definitely making opponents aware of him. Tampa Bay’s Simon Ryfors, a 
24-year-old Swedish free-agent forward. Waiver-exempt, so it might be 
the AHL to start, but the talent is there. 

17. Matthew Tkachuk said during his 32 Thoughts podcast interview that 
if there’s one thing he’d like to change, it’s the Flames habit of poor 
starts. Here are Calgary’s 10-game records since the winger made his 
NHL debut in 2016-17: 4-5-1, 5-5, 4-6, 5-4-1 and 4-6. The loser point 
makes crawling out of a hole very difficult in this league. 

18. The Flames and Johnny Gaudreau are wisely going to keep contract 
discussions private. However, it’s not like it’s hard to figure out what will 
satisfy both team and player. Calgary will need to make a long-term 
commitment to him as their highest-paid player. I don’t think that’s major 
breaking news, it’s common sense. Again, how the season goes 
determines the outcome. 

19. As Marc Bergevin continues to negotiate an extension with the 
Canadiens, his biggest value is that he’s shown he can make a plan and 
stick with it. That’s not insignificant in hockey’s most intense market. Not 
everyone can handle it, not everyone is built to deal with it. It’s clear 
ownership believes in that plan, too. That’s the question I’d be asking if I 
was running the organization. Can you find someone who has that 
ability? Being GM of the Canadiens is not for the wishy-washy. 
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20. Nathan MacKinnon on last season’s Colorado/Vegas series, which 
the Avalanche lost after leading 2-0: “We beat them in Game 2 but they 
dominated us in the second and third (periods), and I remember thinking, 
‘Ooof.’ Talking on the plane, our whole thing is the process. Be good at 
the process, results will take care of themselves. And that process that 
game was so bad…In Games 3-4 they dominated us and we got 
hesitant. Our whole thing is being aggressive, making plays and being 
confident with the puck. No one really wanted the puck, no one wanted to 
make mistakes. I know we will learn from that. When things get tough, it’s 
the playoffs, teams are going to have good games, we are going to have 
to stop the bleeding a little bit quicker than (we did).” What is a 
successful process to the Avalanche? “We like to track all five guys 
above their five guys,” he answered. “When we do that, we’re actually 
much better offensively, we don’t get lazy coming back in our zone. We 
swarm quick in the D-zone, we play physical, fast and aggressive. When 
we do that, we’re a tough team to beat. All credit to Vegas, they were 
great. Even in Game 5, we’re up 2-0 going into the third period. Couple of 
mistakes, they tie the game and win it in OT. And then in Game 6, I think 
we outshot them 40-20 or something, it was just too late. They had all the 
momentum on their side. It’s just too bad, because you think you can win, 
you want it so bad, it’s frustrating.” Added stud defender Cale Makar: 
"Vegas started chipping pucks behind us as a d-core, we weren’t doing 
our job well enough. We just need to stay patient, we got on our heels a 
little bit because they were coming at us so fast with their transition 
game. It’s a learning curve.” 

21. MacKinnon added that GM Joe Sakic tried to loosen him up, get him 
back on track. “Joe was just like, ‘“Let go.’ I was trying to play the perfect 
game, not take any risks or anything. That’s not my style either. You kind 
of have to go through it, and when you start to feel that again, you 
remember how to get through it. And that’s not by being hesitant. If 
anything, you double down on your aggressiveness and your 
assertiveness. I can’t let that feeling take over because I think hesitating 
is the worst thing you can do. Hockey is such a fast sport, when you get 
the puck you can’t have a negative thought in your head. It has to be an 
assertive thought, a confident feeling. Easier to say that now in an 
interview in September, but that’s what I think our whole team — and 
myself — pick up from last year.” 

22. One member of the Avalanche joked he was happy Gabriel 
Landeskog re-signed because “we need him to tell Nathan when to stop 
yelling at the rest of us.” MacKinnon laughed that off, too. “I don’t even 
want to be captain,” he said. “I just want to be who I am. (Landeskog) is 
the perfect captain, anyways. So happy he’s around for eight more 
years.” The perfect move would have been not even trying to deflect 
Nikita Zadorov’s comments about his diet, instead firing back with 
something like, “So what, I take things seriously, I have high expectations 
of myself and my teammates. Don’t like it, too bad!” 

23. Olympic deadline for the NHL to withdraw without financial penalty is 
Jan. 10. 

24. So, you want to run a league? So many things pop up you can’t even 
imagine. One example is player-family lounges. With COVID protocols 
still important, it didn’t look like there would be any possibility for family 
lounges this season for safety reasons. That wasn’t well-received. So, 
ideas are being exchanged to find solutions. 

25. One thing I’d love to see: the Canadiens play a regular-season game 
at the Quebec Pee-Wee tournament. Have the kids in the crowd. 
Potential for a tremendous environment. 

26. I’m a Steve Levy guy, so I split my Monday Night Football watching 
between his call and the Manning-cast. When the opening broadcast of 
the season (Baltimore/Las Vegas) went into overtime, Russell Wilson 
made an outstanding suggestion. If still tied at the end of the extra 
session, he said flip a coin, and the winner decides if they want to try a 
field goal to win, or force the the other team to do it. It’s awesome. 
Imagine in the NHL if the shootout was still tied after five attempts each. 
There’s a coin flip, and the winner chooses if they get one shot to win, or 
makes their opponent do it. I’d argue that if the coin flip winner makes the 
other team do it, that team gets to pick their shooter. So someone like 
Edmonton can say, “Fine, we lost the toss and you want us to go? Okay 
Connor, have fun.” Fans would love it. 

27. Don’t know a ton about Mason Geertsen, claimed on waivers by New 
Jersey from the Rangers. But it’s hard not to root for a 26-year-old who 
continues to grind towards a first NHL appearance. That’s dedication. 

28. Dylan Larkin called it on Kirill Tyutyayev. “He can score,” the Red 
Wing said during the NHL/NHLPA media tour in Chicago. Larkin added 
you never know how someone is going to do until you see him in games, 
but when they skated together before camp Tyutyayev impressed the 
Detroit captain with his nose for the net. 

29. Dustin Tokarski, one of the good stories from Buffalo, is pushing 
Craig Anderson and Aaron Dell for a spot in the Sabres’ net. Dell has 
particularly struggled, and with only one pre-season game to go, has put 
himself in a precarious position. 

30. Happy to hear that long-time Rangers executive John Rosasco was 
brought on by Toronto to work on a variety of special off-ice projects for 
the organization. Rosasco, who started in New York as a student in 
1987, has seen just about everything during his career. He’s also working 
closely with Czech GM Petr Nedved on that country’s Olympic Team. 

31. What an interview last week between Detroit broadcaster Ken 
Daniels and Columbus goaltending coach Manny Legace. Take the six 
minutes to watch. 

32. All the best to Scott MacArthur, Richard Deitsch, Josh Goldberg, 
Andrew Nie, Scott Rintoul, Jason Rozon, Rob Wong and Mike 
Zigomanis. Some of those names will be more familiar than others, but 
they were victims of our radio changes. It’s important for them to 
remember this is not a referendum on their abilities as it is a referendum 
on the medium itself. It’s volatile — once dominant, now struggling with 
the podcast revolution. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens notebook: Trade or waiver claim could bolster 
depleted defence 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 6, 2021, 4:47 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — It’s Wednesday, but it feels like Monday after 
Dominique Ducharme delivered bad news following Montreal Canadiens 
practice. 

The coach said he has no confidence Carey Price, recovering from off-
season knee surgery, will be able to join the Canadiens at practice before 
the season begins in Toronto next week. A non-COVID-related illness 
has kept the franchise goaltender away from the facility for several days 
and it’ll be a slow burn upon his return to get back into the rotation with 
his teammates and eventually appear in a game. 

“There’s a progression: getting back on the ice and not going down too 
much, and then building him up and starting to work with the goalie 
coach, and then practise with the team and being ready to play games,” 
Ducharme said. 

“But he’s not doing well right now. So, he’s going to take care of that, and 
we’ll handle the rest after.” 

Joel Edmundson isn’t doing well, either. 

Montreal’s steadiest defenceman last season arrived at this year’s 
training camp with an undisclosed injury that was supposed to have 
already healed by now but has only gotten worse. 

“We found he wasn’t progressing well enough,” Ducharme said. “The 
trainers asked to do some tests, and the news wasn’t too positive on that 
front. He’s going to miss more time than we thought… 

“Last week, we felt he was day-to-day. But now it’s looking like it’s going 
to be more like two-to-three weeks.” 

Edmundson’s absence throughout camp has only highlighted how 
volatile the Canadiens might be on defence this season — and not just 
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because they’ve given up at least six goals in two of five pre-season 
games. The depth of the group isn’t quite the same as it was a year ago, 
and some would argue it was thin then. 

With captain Shea Weber too injured to continue his playing career, it 
was already anticipated the Canadiens would have a huge void on the 
right side. Edmundson’s situation creates a six-foot-four, 227-pound hole 
on the left. 

Sami Niku, lefty, suffered a concussion just minutes into his pre-season 
debut. A lot was already riding on 21-year-old lefty Alex Romanov taking 
a big step in his sophomore season, and now it’s imperative he starts off 
well on that journey. 

Still, you have to expect he’ll go through the regular ups and downs any 
player his age would. 

Ups and downs are all Brett Kulak has known as a member of the 
Canadiens since 2018. He’s filled in the top-four admirably on occasion 
but still hasn’t found a permanent spot in the lineup. 

A big part of the reason for that is the coaching staff doesn’t feel 
comfortable using Kulak the way his skills suggest he could be used. 

If you can believe it, Kulak has only played a total of 41:19 on the penalty 
kill over his entire regular-season tenure with the Canadiens. And despite 
his skating and puck-moving ability, he’s played less than eight minutes 
on the power play over that same period. 

When Ducharme was asked why that was the case on Wednesday, the 
answer was somewhat hard to dispute. 

“I think the offence he brings is off a rush, off a broken play,” Ducharme 
said. “He skates well, he can jump in. That’s where he can bring some 
offence. 

“But we don’t see him as a quarterback on top of the power play.” 

It might have been worth testing that out a little as the Canadiens 
floundered with the man-advantage over the last two seasons, but you 
can’t go backward. 

We digress… 

Chris Wideman, righty, is fighting to make the team. And right-hander 
David Savard acknowledged, after Tuesday’s 6-2 loss in Toronto, that it’s 
going to take him some time to get used to the system Ducharme is 
running. 

We think 19-year-old lefty Kaiden Guhle is in the same boat, even if he’s 
shown well during training camp. 

Still, the injury to Edmundson opens the door for Guhle to start the 
season with the Canadiens, and Ducharme acknowledged that reality. 

But even if Guhle is with the team a bit longer, the plan is to get him back 
to the WHL’s Prince Albert Raiders as soon as possible. 

“We’ll see what happens with Sami Niku,” said Ducharme regarding the 
possibility of keeping Guhle around. 

“And there’s other things that could happen between now and 
Wednesday,” he added. 

A trade or waiver claim to bolster the defence feels like one of them. 

We’d suggest that’s the most likely scenario because the Canadiens 
surely know they’re at a major deficit with Weber gone and without 
Edmundson to start. They know an early injury to either Jeff Petry or Ben 
Chiarot could derail the entire season. 

Price not being available until who knows when won’t exactly mitigate the 
issue, even with Petry and Chiarot healthy and Jake Allen in place to 
carry the load in his absence. 

As we suggested, Wednesday wasn’t a good day for the Canadiens. 

It’s a perilous position to be in, but Ryan Poehling is going to have to get 
accustomed to it if he’s going to be in Montreal by the time this training 
camp breaks. 

He’s been in the spotlight since it started two weeks ago — a 22-year-old 
former first-round pick primed to finally break through to the NHL with a 
spot that’s right there for him to fill — and it’s been getting hotter and 
hotter with every passing day. 

In one respect, it’s burning him because nothing else going on with the 
Canadiens — outside the injuries — has commanded nearly as much 
attention, and his game is being over-analyzed and, to a degree, over-
criticized. 

Poehling hasn’t been bad. By the numbers, he’s been fine. At five-on-
five, he’s got a 52.9 per cent Corsi rating, a 52.3 expected-goals 
percentage, won at least 55 per cent of the faceoffs he’s taken in each of 
the four games he’s played and has only been on the ice for two goals 
against. Also, he’s done it all without more than one bonafide NHL player 
on a line with him. 

But there’s nothing in the eye test that would lead anyone to suggest 
Poehling has grabbed this golden opportunity by the throat. And if all the 
attention he’s getting is part of the reason for that, it’s a red flag. 

This is what it is to be a Montreal Canadien, to play in a town where a 
fourth-line centre will face almost as much scrutiny as the starting 
goaltender, and it’s an inescapable reality. 

If this factor isn’t at the root of the tension in Poehling’s game, what is? 
Because he looks like a guy doing all he can not to lose a spot rather 
than one trying to win one outright. 

The door is still wide open for the Lakeville, Minn., native to do it. His 
main competition, Cedric Paquette, remains sidelined with a lower-body 
injury and isn’t guaranteed to start the season on time — even if 
Ducharme said he’s confident he will be. 

With Paquette out, only 11 regular forwards are healthy with 13 spots to 
fill. 

Fringe guy Alex Belzile remains at camp. Jesse Ylonen is here, too, after 
these cuts were announced by the Canadiens Wednesday morning. 

But neither of those players are in the running to be this team’s fourth-
line centre, and the only way both of them are sticking around through 
next Wednesday is if Poehling no longer is either. 

The good thing is his final test should provide the most accurate read on 
his ability to actually play the role. Poehling will enter it on a line with 
Belzile and Mathieu Perreault— beneath what’s expected to be the three 
top lines on opening night — and he has to come out of it showing more 
than he has so far. 

This is part of Cole Caufield’s mystique: he’s young, he’s brash, 
seemingly always in a good mood and he’s extremely confident. 

You see it in how Caufield plays, in the way he displays his all-world 
talent and the way he already has a knack for coming through in the big 
moments. 

So, it shouldn’t be that surprising Caufield wasn’t backing away from 
former USA teammate Trevor Zegras suggesting he’d score 40 goals this 
season. 

“I love that,” Caufield said when we asked him about it at the start of 
camp. 

“I think that Trevor’s the only one that said it. I don’t know how many 
people agreed with it, but I’m on Trevor’s side.” 

When we asked how many points Zegras would put up over 82 games 
with the Anaheim Ducks this season, Caufield said 70. 

He had a lot more to say here: 

In addition to the standard “it would be a dream to play for USA at the 
Olympics” answer, we appreciated Caufield’s response to the follow-up 
on whether or not he’s gunning for a spot. 

“Obviously,” he said. 

Hardest shot goes to… 

Full disclosure: the only reason we asked Allen about this today was 
because Cayden Primeau told us, when we interviewed him for the same 
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rapid-fire segment we did with Caufield, that Romanov has the hardest 
shot on the Canadiens. 

Allen appeared to be more focused on the forwards. 

“Hardest shot — there’s always two different things I always say: there’s 
practice shots and game shots,” the goaltender said. “A lot of guys can 
really zing the puck in practice; there’s no pressure on you, you can just 
fly down the wing and no one’s on you. 

“(Jesperi Kotkaniemi) did have it last year. His wrist shot was next level 
and he could really get it off. But I would say hardest and heaviest right 
now is Josh Anderson. He’s not a shooter like Cole, or like (Tyler Toffoli), 
but when he gets it and he releases it and that puck hits you with the 
thud, you can feel it through your equipment. There’s not many guys that 
really have that strength and power behind it, and Cole isn’t too far 
behind.” 

Jonathan Drouin said Anderson has the most underrated shot. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Luke Schenn all smiles as he returns to Canucks after two 
Stanley Cup wins 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 6, 2021, 9:03 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- Everyone dreams of winning a Stanley Cup, but nobody 
dreams of sipping champagne from it through a straw -- so as to not 
actually touch the chalice and jinx yourself. 

When little else was going for Luke Schenn a couple of years ago, 
superstition worked for the defenceman who went on to win and touch 
the Stanley Cup with the Tampa Bay Lightning, twice, before the 31-year-
old happily and improbably circled back to the Vancouver Canucks, the 
team that helped save his NHL career in 2019. 

Life is funny. 

“I just shake my head sometimes at how it worked out,” Schenn said 
Wednesday. “Just a big smile.” 

If Schenn’s career didn’t quite seem over in the winter of 2018-19, it was 
at least on life support after the Anaheim Ducks dumped the former fifth-
overall pick of the Toronto Maple Leafs into the American Hockey 
League with the warning he wouldn’t be coming back. 

That January, the Canucks agreed to take Schenn with the seventh-
round pick they acquired from the Ducks in exchange for defenceman 
Michael Del Zotto. They sent Schenn to their own AHL team in Utica, 
N.Y. 

A month later, after injuries, the Canucks recalled Schenn and gave him 
the chance to play again in the NHL. And on March 28 of that season, 
Schenn shepherded Quinn Hughes into the league, partnering with the 
phenom who arrived straight out of the University of Michigan. Schenn 
had first met Quinn and Hughes’ little brother, Jack, when the boys’ dad, 
Jim Hughes, was a development coach for Schenn and the Maple Leafs. 

Then the story got better. 

Schenn’s own little brother, Brayden, was part of the St. Louis Blues’ 
chumps-to-champs Stanley Cup run that spring. Luke and the Schenn 
family, which is from Saskatoon, attended Game 7 in Boston. When the 
Blues won, Brayden invited Luke on to the ice. 

At Brayden’s Stanley Cup party back home -- “It could have been a 
wedding, so many people were there,” Luke said -- the older brother was 
invited to drink from the Cup. 

“I never touched the Cup the first 30 years of my life,” Luke said. “I drank 
out of it with a straw, so I guess that doesn't count as touching it. I was a 
little superstitious. At that point, I had just kind of worked my way back to 
the NHL. The dream is always to win a Cup, but when you're just kind of 
grinding back into the league, you don't know how much of a reality that 
is. Next thing you know, I'm one ahead of Brayden." 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Spending big on free-agent defenceman Tyler Myers before adding 
Jordie Benn and Oscar Fantenberg, the Canucks didn’t re-sign Schenn in 
2019. Instead, he signed with Tampa and became an important depth 
piece on the Lightning team that won the last two Stanley Cups. 

A year after sipping through a straw, Schenn was able to guzzle while 
holding the Cup in Edmonton after his first championship in 2020. 

“We had a cool moment,” Schenn recalled. “I always sat beside Ryan 
McDonagh on the plane in Tampa. We had the Cup in the plane on the 
way back from the bubble in Edmonton. A lot of guys were celebrating, 
partying, and we actually just took the Cup and sort of put it between our 
seats for a bit and we were just going over the names on it. That was one 
of the coolest experiences, seeing my brother on there and all the other 
names. Brayden and I took some pictures this summer with our names 
beside each other, back to back, on the Cup.” 

And then Schenn, who played junior hockey in Kelowna, B.C., and 
eventually built a house on Okanagan Lake, returned to the Canucks in 
July, signing a two-year, free-agent contract worth $850,000 per season. 
Schenn turns 32 next month. 

“You know, I owe a lot to (Canucks general manager) Jim Benning and 
the organization for kind of giving me a second chance in the NHL,” 
Schenn said. “From here, you kind of go into free agency ... and I ended 
up in Tampa and had an incredible experience there. But for sure, it’s 
been in the back of my mind wondering if there would ever be a chance 
to come back here, and I'm so lucky it worked out that way. 

“Honestly, I don't even really think about the money anymore. I'm the 
luckiest guy; this is Year 14 for me (in the NHL). I've been extremely 
grateful to have the experiences I've had. When you first go into your 
career, a lot of guys think about where they got drafted and everyone 
wants to win a Stanley Cup and go out on top. But in reality, that's really 
not the way it goes. It's usually a lot of ups and downs and roller-
coasters. I've been on different teams and I've seen ups and downs, 
been in the minors. But ultimately, I've got my name on the Stanley Cup 
and that's been a dream come true. I'm still young; I'm always trying to 
figure out ways to get better.” 

Coach Travis Green explained the return of Schenn this way: “You want 
character, good character people on your team that are good hockey 
players and love winning. Those are things that we talk about a lot. I think 
Schenner checks all those boxes. Being an older guy now in the league 
that's been around and gone through a lot of things -- he's had some 
hard times and he's had some of the best of the best times -- I think it 
was an easy decision when we signed him.” 

And it wouldn’t be a Luke Schenn story without another plot twist: signed 
for depth, the rugged right-side defender is likely to start the season as a 
lineup regular due to the ongoing absence of Travis Hamonic. 

“I've got enough experience to know that things change in a hurry,” 
Schenn said in a press conference after Wednesday’s practice. 

Later, in the hallway outside the media room, he said: “It's hilarious that 
I'm the second-oldest guy on the team. When I was here the first time, I 
saw how much talent was here. And now these younger guys are coming 
into their prime. I've followed the team ever since I played in Kelowna. It 
just means a lot to come back and play here and I really want nothing 
more than for team success and to be part of that here. 

“It’s just crazy the way it has worked out.” 
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McDavid headlines TSN's Top 50 NHL players for fifth straight season 

 

By Steve Dryden 

 

It’s a clean sweep. Again. 

Connor McDavid was the unanimous choice of Hart Trophy voters in 
2020-21 award balloting and he is the unanimous choice of TSN voters in 
2021-22 Top 50 balloting. 

The Edmonton Oiler superstar ranks No. 1 in TSN’s annual pre-season 
poll for the fifth straight season and he is the undisputed best player in 
the world. 

What else would you expect? 

McDavid recorded a hat trick for the ages last season: he averaged the 
highest points per game in 25 years (1.88), set an all-time record for 
highest percentage of points on team goals (57.4 per cent) and was the 
second-ever unanimous MVP selection, collecting all 100 first-place 
votes. 

We have said this before, but it bears repeating: McDavid is the most 
highly evolved player in hockey history. 

Colorado centre Nathan MacKinnon finished No. 2 in polling for the 
second straight season. He is a regular-season sensation, but is in the 
history books on the basis of playoff production. 

MacKinnon stands third all-time in playoff points per game (1.38), 
minimum 50 games, ranking behind Wayne Gretzky (1.84) and Mario 
Lemieux (1.61) and ahead of Mark Messier (1.25) and Bobby Orr (1.24). 

Rounding out the top 5 are: 

No. 3: Auston Matthews: the Toronto centre became the first Leaf to lead 
the NHL in goals in 75 years, scoring 41 goals in 52 games, a 65-goal 
full-season pace. 

No. 4: Nikita Kucherov: the Tampa Bay right winger became only the 
third player in NHL history to record back-to-back 30-point postseasons 
en route to a second consecutive Stanley Cup with the Lightning. 

No. 5 Leon Draisaitl: the Edmonton centre placed second in the 2020-21 
scoring race – such as it was considering McDavid won by 21 points - 
and has outscored every player in the NHL except 97 over the past five 
seasons. 

Lightning superstar Andrei Vasilevskiy is the highest-ranked goalie at No. 
6. He is the third goalie in NHL history to win the Stanley Cup in 
consecutive playoff years with a goals-against average under 2.00 in 
each postseason. Vasilevskiy has earned shutouts in Tampa Bay’s last 
five series-clinching wins, stretching from Game 6 of the Cup final vs. 
Dallas in 2020 to Game 5 of the Cup final vs. Montreal in 2021. 

Vasilevskiy is the highest-ranked goalie in the TSN Top 50 since Carey 
Price reached No. 5 in 2017. 

The other goalies on this season’s list are: No. 24 Connor Hellebuyck, 
No. 43 Price and No. 47 Marc-Andre Fleury, the reigning Vezina Trophy 
winner who was traded from Vegas to Chicago in the off-season. 

Filling out the top 10 are: 

No. 7 Victor Hedman: the Tampa Bay defenceman is the only player in 
the league to make the postseason 1st or 2nd all-star team each of the 
past five years. 

No. 8 Artemi Panarin: the New York left winger has the highest career 
points per game in Rangers’ franchise history at 1.38 – albeit over just 
two seasons with the Blueshirts. 

No. 9 Sidney Crosby: the Pittsburgh icon has averaged a point per game 
every single season of his 16-year NHL career. Crosby topped the TSN 

pre-season list the first seven years of the poll before giving way to 
McDavid. 

No. 10 Aleksander Barkov: the Florida centre was a decisive winner of 
his first Selke Award as the NHL’s best defensive forward in 2020-21. 
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