
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 8, 2021 

 

 

 

NHL Hope-O-Meter results: Ranking fans’ optimism for all 32 NHL teams 

By Sean Gentille 

We’re going to open with a confession about The (patent 
pending) NHL Hope-O-Meter. 

After seven days and more than 10,000 votes, it became a 
great excuse to turn the floor over to everyone else. Did I 
come into it with the intent to analyze the results, maybe 
weigh in with some pithy nonsense or meaningful bits about 
each team? For sure. Totally. 

Ultimately, though, the comments our readers (and voters) 
left were really good. Like, too good to pass up. Like, better 
output than a writer, typing a bunch of things you’ve already 
read, or will read over the next few days, or are deliberately 
not reading. 

Yes, this is still a 1-32 ranking of teams, based on their 
fanbase’s state of mind. It just leans on your words, not 
mine. The question was simple, and the answers were fun, 
insightful, and weird. There’s one from each side of the coin 
per team, but that doesn’t mean that every team has half its 
fan base in each camp. Far from it, actually. 

How hopeful are you for the coming season? Let’s find out. 

1. Florida Panthers — 100 percent optimism 

Optimist Dr. Puck: It’s not often that you can say about a 
team “This is undoubtedly the best roster they’ve ever had” 
and not be hyperbolic. And Sergei Bobrovsky can’t be worse 
this year. Right? (praying hands). 

…and there is no pessimistic review because there is no 
pessimism. Did we only get 75 votes from Panthers fans? 
That’s right. But 100 percent of anything is impressive, and 
personally, I’m on board. Panthers fans should be psyched. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning — 99.6 

Optimist Marcus: We still have the best goalie in the game, 
the best coach, the best GM, the best owner, the best 
defenseman, and three of the top 20 forwards in the league. 
The potential for a three-peat is absolutely realistic and 
attainable, and I have faith in our team and our young guns 
to keep up on the path towards a dynasty! 

The one person out of 230 voters who’s down on the 
Lightning didn’t explain themselves. Coward. 

3. New York Islanders — 98.9 

Optimist Dave: I see no reason not to surrender to wild 
optimism and hubristic certainty of a Cup this season. 

Pessimist Zeke: I’m worried that great coaching has helped 
this team overachieve for three seasons. Now that it seems 
ridiculous to not be optimistic, I feel like this is where the 
team lets me down every year. 

4. Winnipeg Jets — 98.6 

Optimist Dan: I feel that an important part of being a 
Winnipeg Jets fan is accepting that your favourite team will 
never win the Stanley Cup. But now? I could totally see them 
losing in the finals. That’s something I never let myself 
believe before. 

Pessimist Andrew: My expectations are that the team will 
consistently finish between 5th and 11th in the 
conference.  Hard to be optimistic for an average team and 
hard to be pessimistic for a team that shows some 
greatness. I’ve accepted that they will never be first and they 
will never be worst. 

5. Colorado Avalanche — 97.5 

Optimist Leo: I’d like to think that the heartbreak of another 
second-round exit is going to be the kick in the teeth players 
like Nathan MacKinnon and Gabriel Landeskog need to 
elevate their game. Secondary scoring is a question, but with 
a possible upgrade in goal and supremely talented blue line, 
it feels like they could get over the hump this year. 

Pessimist Jay: The Avs are still good but we didn’t get better 
to the same degree that the teams that beat us got better. 
(Vegas specifically).  

6. Carolina Hurricanes — 94.5 

Optimist Cole: Lots of changes, but we’ve been close for a 
while. I think Frederik Andersen in net might be great for us, 
and with Aho/Turbo/Svech/Slavin/Pesce locked up, it’s hard 
to get down on the team. 

Pessimist Gerald: Unfortunately, I think our front office 
fumbled this offseason by making lackluster moves that 
ultimately leave our team looking less talented on paper. 

7. Edmonton Oilers — 92.6 

Optimist Aaron: Two of the most talented forwards the 
league has ever seen have finally been given quality 
linemates that aren’t each other. 

Pessimist Steve: The team will go as far as Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl drag them. 

8. New Jersey Devils — 90.8 

Optimist Lucas: Fitzy has yet to make a move that made me 
question the direction he is taking the team. 

Pessimist Brian: They’ve won offseasons before and then 
fallen flat on their face once the games started. Don’t believe 
the hype.  

9. Minnesota Wild — 90 

Optimist Aaron: Love what Guerin is doing with the 
team:  The “old guard” is out, Kirill Kaprizov and Joel 
Eriksson-Ek are signed, Kevin Fiala seems hungry to prove 
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himself, and some young talent looks VERY close to being 
ready to contribute.  Hard salary cap times ahead, but for 
now, let’s enjoy the show! 

Pessimist Aaron W.: You simply cannot build a 
championship team with that much dead cap space. By the 
time we are out from under it, Kaprizov, Fiala, Brodin, 
Eriksson Ek, etc. will not have a ton of good years left like 
they do now.  

Shoutout to Wild fans/the Mike Russo Army for leading the 
way with over 1,100 votes. 

10. Los Angeles Kings — 89.6 

Optimist Matthew: I think the Kings are coming into a weaker 
Pacific Division underestimated and on the brink of turning a 
major corner. If you look at Minnesota last year it only took 
one dynamic player to slot everyone into their proper spots 
and make an impact.  

Pessimist Eric (possibly foreseeing Quinton Byfield’s ankle 
injury: The Kings have a deep pool of prospects and on 
paper it looks great. However, it feels like the idea that at 
least one of them is ready to make a splash is being pushed 
on Kings fans. I don’t think they are there yet.  

11. Dallas Stars — 89.4 

Optimist Clint: Health! When the Stars are healthy, we all 
know how lethal they can be, and for the first time in 84 
years (cue the “old lady from Titanic” meme) the Stars are 
entering the 21-22 season at near-full strength. 

Pessimist Christian: I feel like the core is aging and probably 
had their best chance two years ago.  This attempt to restock 
on the fly is probably not going to work unless we start hitting 
on our first-round picks — a long-standing weakness. 

12. Vegas Golden Knights — 84.4 

Optimist Tyler: No more goalie controversy, better forward 
depth, and getting to beat up on the rest of the Pacific. We 
should be the 1 or 2 seed in the West and I think we’re in 
Colorado’s head after last year. 

Pessimist Clayton: I have no problem with Lehner as the 
starter, I have a problem with what might happen if he gets 
injured. I’m sure Vegas will make the playoffs — even win 
the division — but a serious injury in net could derail that. 
The cap space freed up from the Fleury dump was used 
questionably, to say the least. 

13. St. Louis Blues — 84.3 

Optimist Nathan: The moves Doug Armstrong made in the 
offseason to me have been great. Our offense looks mean 
on paper. We haven’t taken out anything vital and have only 
seemed to improve. Though defense still seems shaky, we 
can assume Parayko is back in full health and will step up 
even more this year.  

Pessimist Bear:  SOB = Same old Blues.  I am 55 and been 
a fan since inception.  I’ve had my SC victory, and fate will 
never grant me that feeling again. Death will come before 
they win it again. 

14. New York Rangers — 83.6 

Optimist MickMan: The Rangers’ young guns will get 
meaningful time and have had some time to get their feet 
wet. We finally got some of the “grit” we’ve needed, and 
teams in our division are getting older.   

Pessimist Paul: I mean … y’all saw what the Knicks went 
through when James Dolan got involved. They’re harder to 
fight against and easier to play against. Chris Drury has hurt 
whatever feelings I have left. 

15. Chicago Blackhawks — 83.2 

Optimist Vince: I know it’ll be better than the last three years 
of dogshit hockey. But how much is really the question. I 
think I’ll just be happy to watch games knowing we have a 
chance again. 

Pessimist Andrew: Optimistic that the team will be better on 
the ice. Pessimistic in that numerous people with apparently 
terrible moral judgment remain in management. I am having 
trouble reconciling a lifetime of fandom with the fact that this 
organization is not deserving of support.  

16. Seattle Kraken — 82 

Optimist Ben: We’re guaranteed to win *WAAAY* more 
games than last season. And this will be the closest we’ll 
have come to a Stanley Cup in over 90 years! 

Pessimist James: Vegas benefited from a lot of errors from 
other GMs that Seattle was unable to take advantage of this 
time around. Vegas also had a lot of luck (or extremely good 
scouting) that Seattle is unlikely to repeat. 

17. Ottawa Senators — 80.8 

Optimist Mark: I fully expect the Sens to be drafting in the top 
10 and I’m very okay with that. I think they’ll be competitive 
most nights and entertaining to watch, we’ll get there in a 
couple years 

Pessimist Grant: Eugene Melnyk owns my team, so I’m 
curious what this “optimism” thing is that you’re talking about. 

18. Boston Bruins — 75.7 

Optimist Garrett: The Bruins are poised to once again be 
competitive, but as the Atlantic Division gets deeper and 
more top heavy, it seems like “make the playoffs and win a 
round” is more realistic than expecting a Cup run.  

Pessimist Margaret: Losing Tuukka Rask and David Krejci is 
a huge blow. I don’t have much faith in the current plan to 
platoon the second-line center job, and Coyle doesn’t inspire 
confidence. The goaltending should be fine, unless it isn’t. 
Plus, Bergeron/Marchand will have to slow down eventually. 
This could be the year it happens. 

19. Philadelphia Flyers — 75.3 

Optimist Steven: I’m always hopeful, but they seem more like 
a bubble team than a serious contender. Carter Hart can 
change all that though. Fingers crossed and lucky underwear 
on. 

Pessimist Cotton: They are a professional sports team in 
Philadelphia. 
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20. Montreal Canadiens — 68.4 

Optimist D: Excited for a full season of Cole Caufield, even 
though I don’t really expect to see the Habs in the playoffs. 
Also optimistic about the possibility of Marc Bergevin finally 
getting fired. 

Pessimist Louis-Charles: Last season’s Stanley Cup run was 
awesome. Will it happen again this year? I doubt it. People 
seem to forget that the Habs barely made the playoffs in a 
division with no Tampa and Florida. 

21. Vancouver Canucks — 62.3 

Optimist Josh: Last big swing for Jim Benning. Hoping that it 
pans out and if it doesn’t I can’t imagine him back next 
season. So all ’round, optimism! 

Pessimist Matt: Benning pushed in all the cards hoping to 
save himself so we might be better but we aren’t good 
enough and all he has done is hurt us longterm. 

22. Toronto Maple Leafs — 62.2 

Optimist Doodlebug: Jake Muzzin, Nick Foligno and John 
Tavares injuries were ruinous. Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner get it done in playoffs. Rasmus Sandin comes of age. 
Sheldon Keefe finally has a shutdown line. 

Pessimist Mr. G: Hope-o-meter? More like nope-o-meter. 

Also, shoutout to the 25 people who just typed some version 
of “No, they’re the Leafs.” 

23. Detroit Red Wings — 55.5 

Optimist Ian: Like any sane person in our fanbase I’m not 
harboring any delusions about making the playoffs this 
season, just excited for the first of Stevie’s draft picks to be 
on the verge of cracking the lineup. 

Pessimist Art: Will be optimistic and hopeful in 2023. 

24. Washington Capitals — 55.4 

Optimist Grant: I think the Caps have a really wide range of 
plausible outcomes this year. I could see them winning the 
division and looking like a Cup favorite, but I could also see 
them missing the playoffs entirely. So it goes with a team of 
geezers. 

Pessimist Christ: I am from Detroit and have seen what can 
happen with an aging core. The Caps remind me a lot of the 
end of the Zetterberg era. One day I’m going to wake up and 
the Caps are going to be seventh in the division. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets — 45.4 

Optimist Sean: Not a playoff team at all, but I’m optimistic 
about our young players and the direction of the franchise. 

Pessimist JN: At least they’re *supposed* to suck this year. 

26. Pittsburgh Penguins — 25.9 

Optimist Joe M.: Pittsburgh sports fans can be the biggest 
spoiled babies about our teams.  We are privileged to watch 
two of the best players in the world round out their careers. 
The playoffs are chaos. Get in and anything can happen.  If 
not, at least we have NHL players back in the Olympics. 

Pessimist Michael: The Reaper in Bill and Ted said it best: 
You might be a king or a little street sweeper, but sooner or 
later you dance with the reaper. 

27. Anaheim Ducks — 23.9 

Optimist Scott: Realistically, I’m really only hopeful for Trevor 
Zegras, Lukáš  Dostal, Mason McTavish, and Jamie 
Drysdale. Most of the prospects drafted before 2019 I have 
no expectations of seeing success in the NHL. 

Pessimist Luc: Simply put, I don’t trust Bob Murray to put this 
team in a position to rebuild properly and sell what assets he 
has. He’s already waited too long on most of his older 
players with any value. 

28. San Jose Sharks — 21.5 

Optimist Amanda: No more Martin Jones. 

Pessimist PxC: Our best player may or may not have bet 
against his own team, and there is no way he can play here, 
but he’s pretty much untradable. Oh, and everyone in the 
dressing room hates him.  Our two highest-paid blueliners 
are WAAAAYYYY past their primes, but are owed a whole lot 
of money for the foreseeable future, so they’re untradable 
too. I can go on, but it’s only 9 a.m. and I already want a 
drink. 

29. Arizona Coyotes — 20.6 

Optimist Hank: Optimistic in the long term, but fully anticipate 
this will be a 5-72-5 season. Kachinas being back and selling 
every asset is the right move. Plus tricking Vancouver to take 
OEL feels amazing, but this season will be brutal. 

Pessimist Devin: “The light has gone out of my life.” – 
Theodore Roosevelt 

30. Nashville Predators — 19.4 

Optimist Chase: A fresh young core that, despite 
appearances, I feel will put a good show on. The old guard 
may be waddling out the door, but what’s left is a transitional 
period of hope. 

Pessimist Granville: The team is saddled with bad contracts, 
two of its best players need new contracts, and if they get 
them, it’ll probably be more than they’re worth. It’s just all 
downhill. Wish they’d really blown it all up last year. 

31. Calgary Flames — 18.6 

Optimist Eric: Hoping some of the young guys can continue 
to develop and maybe Calgary is able to bring in a certain 
superstar who is on the block. 

Pessimist Erik: Can’t wait to finish between 7th and 12th in 
the West, draft between 9th and 17th overall, and do it all 
again next year! 

32. Buffalo Sabres — 15.2 

Optimist Kai: Unlike the tank battle of ‘14-‘15, when Tim 
Murray was forced to trade a couple dozen goalies because 
they proved capable of making saves, no concerns at all that 
a tandem of 53-year-old Craig Anderson and “former backup 
to Martin Jones” Aaron Dell will get in the way of the race to 
the bottom this season. 
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Pessimist Scott: Please send help.

 

Hurricanes player poll: Which player will have the biggest breakout in 2021-22? 

By Sara Civian 

As the 2021-22 preseason was looming and it seemed like 
beat writers would get some version of face-to-face access 
again, I was overcome with gratitude. 

Then came a wave of anxiety. 

I mean, did I even remember how to form a real question 
anymore? Are we just getting right back into “pucks in deep” 
when we haven’t actually seen each other in over a year? 
Who are all of these new guys and what did they do with 
Dougie Hamilton? 

Then, a bit of advice I received when I first started covering 
the NHL occurred to me: Players don’t usually like to talk 
about themselves, but they love to talk about their 
teammates. 

And so I set out to ask as many Canes I could one simple — 
but not quite easy — question. 

If you had to guess, which of your teammates is having a 
breakout season? 

The textbook definition of breakout is “suddenly and 
extremely popular or successful,” so that can mean many 
different things to many different people, especially with a 
language barrier involved — and it did. 

Overall, there was one vote for Brady Skjei, one vote for 
Brett Pesce, one vote for the duo of Antti Raanta and 
Freddie Andersen, two votes for Jesperi Kotkaniemi, two 
votes for “I just hope everyone has fun,” three-ish votes for 
Andrei Svechnikov and six votes for our winner, Martin 
Necas. 

“I don’t think I have shown my best yet. I think I can still be 
better,” said Necas, when asked if he considers last season 
his breakout. “But I think it was a good step from the first 
season, and as the season went longer, I felt more 
comfortable. Roddy (coach Rod Brind’Amour) started playing 
me on the PK too. I had more ice time. It was great. I’ll just 
keep doing that and we will see.” 

Necas had 14 goals and 41 points in 53 games last season. 
He established himself in a versatile power-play role, 
produced in the playoffs and, maybe most importantly, 
earned Brind’Amour’s trust. 

And many of his teammates seem to think he can do even 
better in 2021-22. 

What reasoning did they give? Who picked him, and who 
picked others? What nicknames do they use when they talk 
about each other? 

Below are 13 NHL players and one NHL coach saying nice 
things about each other. 

Jordan Staal: I just have a good feeling Svechy (Svechnikov) 
is going to terrorize this year. I don’t know. I think it’s just the 
day-to-day, the way he’s carried himself throughout training 
camp. I think he’s going to be a little more comfortable with 

the contract stuff behind him. He can kinda go out and just 
play. But man, I mean, the kid’s just really good — and I 
think he’s going to be really good this year. 

Jaccob Slavin: I think Nechy (Necas) continues to just get 
better and better. Obviously had a great year last year, you 
might be able to consider that a breakout year, but I think 
he’s going to continue to get better. We got a lot of 
candidates, but I’ll go with Nechy. 

Jordan Martinook: “I think Nechy. I think he broke out last 
year, but I feel like he gets faster every year and I don’t know 
how that happens because he’s already so fast. He’s been 
around Fishy (Sebastian Aho) a lot. Him and Svech are 
really good friends, and I think their mindset has kind of 
rubbed off on him because they both want to be the best, 
and they both want to lead this team. I think Nechy is picking 
up on that, and the more he gets that, the more the swagger 
is coming along.  And it has. You’ve seen it last year, then 
this year already — he’s gonna go to new heights and new 
limits, and I’m excited to watch him. 

Brind’Amour: Hmm. Such a good question, but I can’t answer 
that. That’s a sucker question, right there. 

Brind’Amour was informed that Slavin and Martinook said 
Necas. 

Brind’Amour: Well, wouldn’t you say that was last year? 
We’re expecting bigger and better things from everybody. 
You always talk about the younger guys breaking out, but 
why can’t Slavo (Slavin) have a better year? Why not Pesh 
(Pesce)? We want everyone to get a little better. Otherwise, 
we’re just not going to be good enough. 

Svechnikov: I would say Nechy, for sure. He had a great 
season last year, but he’s going to have an even better year 
this year. 

Steven Lorentz: I want to see KK (Kotkaniemi) have a 
breakout year. The stuff he does in practice, he’s like a mini 
(Teuvo) Teravainen in a sense. He’s a little bit bigger, but he 
has that skill carrying the puck, and he’s got a really good 
shot, too. So I think he’s going to be lethal, I think he’s going 
to be used in a lot of situations and I think he’s going to 
thrive. It’s exciting to watch. Obviously watching Montreal a 
little bit — I grew up a Leafs fan so I was watching that series 
—watching him play the game, I was impressed for his age 
how much talent, skill and work ethic, too, not just skill with 
the puck. He works to get the puck back and he works to get 
positioning, so I’m excited to see what he’ll bring. 

Brett Pesce: That’s a good question. I’m gonna go with my 
partner. I’m going to go Brady (Skjei). I think he’s going to 
put up good offensive numbers this year. He looks really 
good. 

How good? 

Pesce: Really good. 
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Skjei was told Pesce picked him for breakout Cane of the 
year. 

Skjei: Yeah? I guess so. That’s good to know. You guys will 
see me all over the ice this year (laughing). No, I do feel like I 
have a little bit of offense in my game. I can use my skating 
to get up in the play and be that fourth guy in. We’ll see. It’s 
nice of him to say that. 

I have to go back with Pesh, then. I’ll say Pesh. Honestly, I 
think realistically it looks like he is on the power play to start 
so maybe he can get some numbers that way. Just a really 
solid defenseman and a solid player. If he can keep growing, 
he’ll be a very elite defenseman. 

Nino Niederreiter: Tough question. I hope everyone’s having 
a breakout season and plays their best game. Let’s put it that 
way. 

Aho: Hopefully a lot of them. Let’s say hot goalies. Both of 
them are going to have a good year. 

Andersen: Oh, that’s a good question. I think Svech looks 
really good, Nechy looks really good. Svech especially is 
already established, but I think he’s a guy who wants to get 
better and work on his game a lot. 

Raanta: I would hope everyone, but obviously there’s already 
superstars in here, so some of the guys probably don’t need 

to break out anymore. But I would probably say Nechy. 
Nechy is going to be one of those guys who is going to put 
up some good numbers, and obviously Jesperi has been 
really good. He obviously has looked good in the preseason 
games and in practice, also. There’s many guys, so I just 
hope everyone has a good and healthy season. 

Raanta was told that Aho said the goalies will break out. 

I mean, hopefully that’s the case, but obviously we’re a little 
bit older so hopefully we don’t have to break out anymore. 
Big season? I think it’s more about just being consistent. If 
you can play your game and just be calm in the net and 
make those saves, highlight-reel saves here and there, that’s 
going to be enough. Team is so good in front of us, it’s just 
being consistent and confident in front of those guys. 

Jesper Fast: I think Necas. He had a good year last year, but 
I think he’ll take that next step. 

Necas: Svechy. I don’t really know what breakout means, 
like, I think he already played unbelievable two seasons ago. 
Last year, maybe he was a little under pressure from the 
contract, but I think he still played good, and you can see, 
he’s a great player, he’s a great guy. I am not worried about 
him. I think he’s going to be great for so many years for this 
organization.
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Notebook: Back to Business 

Canes groups back on skates after spending a day on 
different wheels 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - It was back to business for the Carolina 
Hurricanes Thursday, holding a practice day at Wake 
Competition Center. 

With only 48 hours to go until the club's final preseason 
game, today was a day for shoring up details and making 
sure that the way the team played in the second half of 
Tuesday's battle with Nashville is more prevalent from the 
start on Saturday. 

"Every practice you're trying to get something out of it," 
Brind'Amour said of the skate. "The second half of that game 
looked more how we wanted to play, so we want to continue 
that and focus on getting better at everything. I think we had 
a good practice today." 

Trocheck Returns 

Absent from the team's on-ice activities since Sunday's Red-
White scrimmage, Vincent Trocheck returned to practice 
Thursday. 

After what Rod Brind'Amour described as a "middle body" 
injury, the head coach made clear that the approach of 
holding him out for a few days was just out of an abundance 
of caution. 

All looked like that certainly was the case, as Trocheck was a 
full participant with the group and when asked if all looked 
good in his eyes, the bench boss gave it a brief, "Yeah." 

Jarvis Watch 

The following is purely information only. Do not panic or 
overanalyze. 

Got it? Good. 

Seth Jarvis did not skate with the full group at today's 
practice. With the training camp roster still at 33 and the 
recent emphasis being on getting the practices to be 
centered around more of the team's "main group" of players, 
the team has still been practicing in two different groups. 

The first batch, obviously much smaller than the latter, 
consists of just a handful of skaters and goaltender Alex 
Lyon. 

Fear not though, what took place today, might not be the 
case tomorrow. 

"Don't read into the groups at all, it's just numbers," 
Brind'Amour said regarding the split squad. "We still have 
lots of guys [but not enough to] practice in two full groups. 
Tomorrow we'll probably practice more of what to expect in 
the game Saturday and then we'll go from there." 

Frankly it would be hard to envision Jarvis not playing 
Saturday, especially being that the elements to his game that 
need work are things that can only be improved upon by 
playing NHL games. Time will tell. 

Another practice day tomorrow and then it's off to the Music 
City.
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Aho, Barkov, Rantanen submitted by Finland for 2022 Olympics 

Hurricanes center, Panthers captain, Avalanche forward first 
names sent for Beijing tournament 

Sebastian Aho, Aleksander Barkov and Mikko Rantanen are 
the first names submitted to be part of the Finland men's 
hockey team at the 2022 Beijing Olympics. 

Each will be playing in his first Olympics. Participating 
countries were asked to declare three players last month. 

Aho, a 24-year-old center for the Carolina Hurricanes, scored 
a team-high 57 points (24 goals, 33 assists) last season and 
11 points (six goals, five assists) in 11 Stanley Cup Playoff 
games, including the winning goal in Game 6 of the Stanley 
Cup First Round to eliminate the Nashville Predators. He has 
led the Hurricanes in goals the past four seasons and is 13th 
in the NHL with 145 goals since his debut in 2016-17.  

Barkov, captain of the Florida Panthers, scored 58 points (26 
goals, 32 assists) in 50 games last season. The 26-year-old 
won the Selke Trophy voted as the best defensive forward in 
the NHL. He is the only player in Panthers history with six 
consecutive 50-point and 20-goal seasons.  

Rantanen, a 24-year-old forward, scored 66 points (30 goals, 
36 assists) in 52 games with an NHL-best plus-30 rating last 
season to help the Colorado Avalanche win the Presidents' 
Trophy, awarded to the best team in the NHL during the 
regular season. He joined Milan Hejduk (five times) as the 
only right wings in Quebec Nordiques/Avalanche history to 
have multiple 30-goal seasons. His 1.27 points per game tied 
Toronto Maple Leafs center Auston Matthews for sixth in the 
NHL last season and his 0.58 goals-per game was fourth 
and the highest by a Colorado player since Hejduk (0.61) in 
2002-03. 

Pittsburgh Penguins center Sidney Crosby, Edmonton Oilers 
center Connor McDavid and Vegas Golden Knights 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo were the first names submitted 
Sunday to be part of the Canada men's hockey team. New 
York Rangers center Mika Zibanejad, Tampa Bay Lightning 
defenseman Victor Hedman and Colorado Avalanche 
forward Gabriel Landeskog were the first names submitted 
Wednesday for the Sweden men's hockey team.
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Top 100 Players to Watch in the NCAA 

Our prospect expert breaks down the players he's most 
excited to see in men's hockey this season. 

By Ryan Kennedy 

It's that time of year again, folks. The NCAA season is upon 
us and I put together my list of the 100 men's hockey players 
I'm most excited to watch. It is both a labor of love and a 
maddening exercise in which I never have enough spots for 
all the talent in today's college game. This year seemed 
particularly tough and there are reasons for this: A number of 
high-end players, robbed of the typical college experience by 
Covid, decided to return to school rather than sign their pro 
deals. We also had a robust transfer window and the advent 
of a one-time eligibility extension that will see a number of 
prominent fifth-year players in the sport. And of course, the 
uptick of talent continues in the NCAA year over year. 

That ascent is great news for the sport, but bad news for me 
when I can't squeeze the likes of Gunnarwolfe Fontaine or 
Vladimir Firstov onto my list, but that's the burden I chose, 
wasn't it? In the meantime, here's a refresher for the 
hardcore and an explainer for the first-timers: This list 
represents the 100 players I am most excited about in the 
game, not necessarily the highest scorers or best goalies. I 
focus on NHL prospects and tend to skew more towards 
freshmen and sophomores because they're the shiny new 
toys. While I like to include as many different programs as 
possible, I don't go out of my way to be inclusive: this is a 
merciless meritocracy and some programs have a ton of 
selections (Michigan and Minnesota this year). I was happy 
that the sport's newest addition, the University of St. 
Thomas, had a player worthy of inclusion, however. 

With all that in mind, let's get to the list. 

1. Owen Power, D, Michigan (BUF): Two-way force and first 
overall pick last seen helping Canada win gold at the World 
Championship (not the world juniors – the worlds). 

2. Matty Beniers, C, Michigan (SEA): The Kraken's first-ever 
selection can rack up points while also being dependable on 
key defensive faceoffs. 

3. Kent Johnson, LW, Michigan (CBJ): Final member of 
Michigan's 'Big 3' from the 2021 draft is a highlight machine 
who will continue to ascend as he gets stronger. 

4. Jake Sanderson, D, North Dakota (OTT): Already a gem 
for NoDak, Sanderson is going to be an absolute two-way 
beast as a sophomore in Grand Forks. 

5. Luke Hughes, D, Michigan (NJ): Freshman blueliner with 
incredible wheels will fit in perfectly with the Wolverines' 
high-octane attack. 

6. Sean Farrell, RW, Harvard (MTL): The wait was longer 
than expected, but the Crimson finally get the uber-talented 
Farrell into their lineup. Expect a lot of points. 

7. Alex Vlasic, D, Boston U. (CHI): One of my favorite 
players to watch last year, the big Vlasic has truly taken his 
offensive game to another level without sacrificing 'D.' 

8. Jack Peart, D, St. Cloud State (MIN): One of my favorite 
players from this summer's draft, Peart is on a huge incline, 
with tons of potential as an offensively-gifted defenseman. 

9. Chaz Lucius, C, Minnesota (WPG): Big-time goal-scorer 
joins a stacked Gophers lineup where he will no doubt find 
great linemates to play off as a freshman. 

10. Drew Commesso, G, Boston U. (CHI): If I'm Team USA, 
he's my world junior goalie. Exciting to see what the 
promising netminder can do as a sophomore with the 
Terriers. 

11. Matt Coronato, RW, Harvard (CGY): Poised to be a 
dominant college player, Coronato has strength, a terrific 
work ethic and enough skill to devastate a scoresheet. 

12. Sean Behrens, D, Denver (COL): The Avs know defense 
and landing Behrens was a coup. The Pios freshman 
controls the play and can contribute in any situation. 

13. Mackie Samoskevich, C, Michigan (FLA): Another flashy 
weapon for the Wolverines to deploy, Samoskevich has 
speed, dynamism and excels at creating zone entries. 

14. Mason Lohrei, D, Ohio State (BOS): One of the top 
players in the USHL last season, Lohrei dominated in Green 
Bay and now brings his offensively-leaning game to the 
Buckeyes. 

15. Corson Ceulemans, D, Wisconsin (CBJ): Two-way player 
with a great physical dimension probably didn't get enough 
publicity last year, but Badgers fans will love him. 

16. Jay O'Brien, C, Boston U. (PHI): It seems like O'Brien is 
back on track and that's excellent news for the Flyers, who 
have a reborn offensive weapon marinating with the Terriers. 

17. Shai Buium, D, Denver (DET): There's tons of potential in 
Buium, the still-growing freshman with size, instincts and 
offense in his arsenal. 

18. Wyatt Kaiser, D, Minnesota-Duluth (CHI): UMD has been 
a factory for blueliners lately and Kaiser is the latest star, 
bringing excellent skating to the back end. 

19. Ayrton Martino, LW, Clarkson (DAL): Breakaway 
machine was excellent for USHL Omaha last season; now 
he takes his smart, skilled game to Potsdam. 
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20. Josh Doan, RW, Arizona State (ARI): Still on the ascent, 
Doan has the size and skill to make an immediate impact 
with the Sun Devils, despite his freshman status. 

21. Brock Faber, D, Minnesota (LA): Super-smart defender is 
already an integral part of the Gopher's back end; let's see if 
he can help them make a deep run this season. 

22. Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern (2022): Not that one – a 
different Jack Hughes. But this one is also a talented center 
who comes from a hockey family, so not that different, 
either… 

23. Drew Helleson, D, Boston College (COL): Big defender 
had a breakout sophomore campaign; it's gonna be fun to 
see what he can do as a junior. 

24. Veeti Miettinen, LW, St. Cloud State (TOR): Playing for a 
high-end squad, Miettinen was a go-to guy as a freshman. 
Expect more scoring punch this season. 

25. Ty Smilanic, C, Quinnipiac (FLA): With Odeen Tufto 
gone, look for Smilanic to be the focal point of the Bobcats 
offense; he's certainly got the skills to be that guy. 

26. Scott Morrow, D, UMass (CAR): Freshman blueliner 
loves to contribute to the offense, while UMass is the perfect 
place for him to develop the defensive side of the game. 

27. Nick Abbruzzese, C, Harvard (TOR): It's truly a shame 
Abbruzzese missed last year with Harvard's cancellation, but 
it will be fun to see him build off his massive freshman 
campaign. 

28. Brendan Brisson, RW, Michigan (VGK): The shot and the 
smarts make him a lethal weapon in the offensive zone. 
Brisson was almost a point-per-gamer as a freshman. 

29. Ryan Ufko, D, UMass (NSH): This kid makes so many 
plays, it's silly. Nashville knows defensemen and Ufko will 
give the Minutemen some of what Zac Jones took with him. 

30. Luke Tuch, LW, Boston U. (MTL): Big, strong frame and 
a wicked shot make Tuch a weapon. Came into college with 
raw potential and has already realized a good chunk of it. 

31. Thomas Bordeleau, C, Michigan (SJ): Great skater with 
good edgework and a flair for playmaking, Bordeleau led the 
Wolverines in scoring last year and did so as a freshman. 

32. Jackson LaCombe, D, Minnesota (ANA): Smart, mobile 
blueliner will be a key cog on one of the nation's top defense 
corps. Look for a lot of points from him. 

33. Jayden Struble, D, Northeastern (MTL): Hard-hitting 
blueliner brings lots of experience and two-way play back to 
a Huskies squad with high expectations. 

34. Jordan Harris, D, Northeastern (MTL): The Huskies' 
other promising Habs defensive prospect, Harris is a great 
puckmover who put up a point per game as a junior. 

35. Alex Jefferies, LW, Merrimack (NYI): Quick and dynamic, 
Jefferies had a fantastic abbreviated freshman year for the 
Warriors and they'll need that again. 

36. Isaiah Saville, G, Nebraska-Omaha (VGK): He took the 
starter's job as a freshman and never looked back. Now a 
junior, Saville will be crucial to the Mavs' season. 

37. Michael Karow, D, Michigan Tech (ARI): Transferring 
over from Boston College, Karow is one of those fifth-year 
seniors and will bring a ton of experience to the Huskies. 

38. Aidan Hreschuk, D, Boston College (CAR): There's a lot 
of raw potential in Hreschuk, especially as an offensive 
blueliner. He's in a good spot with the experienced Eagles. 

39. Bobby Brink, RW, Denver (PHI): Hard-working and 
skilled, Brink will once again be a great threat up front for the 
Pioneers after a bit of a tough sophomore campaign. 

40. Jack Bar, D, Harvard (DAL): Big, strong kid has a bomb 
for a shot and comes in from a great USHL Chicago squad. 
Look for him to be a solid freshman. 

41. Guillaume Richard, D, Providence College (CBJ): 
Smooth skater with size has a great transition game already. 
Still raw in other areas, so there's a lot of upside there. 

42. Peter Thome, G, St. Thomas (CBJ): The Tommies' first 
NHL prospect, Thome transfers after four years at North 
Dakota and the NCAA's newest team will need him to be a 
wall. 

43. Landon Slaggert, LW, Notre Dame (CHI): Tenacious and 
talented, Slaggert finished third in team scoring as a 
freshman, behind older bro Graham and the departed Alex 
Steeves. 

44. Aaron Huglen, C, Minnesota (BUF): A serious back injury 
led to an heroic recovery and now the offensively-gifted 
Huglen finally arrives in Minnesota to help the Gophers' 
attack. 

45. Ryan Tverberg, LW, UConn (TOR): Quite the pleasant 
surprise as a freshman, Tverberg joined the Huskies midway 
through the year and immediately made an impact. 

46. Nathan Smith, C, Minnesota State (WPG): The 
flagbearer for this golden era Mavs team is Smith, a 
responsible two-way center who can still burn you in the 
offensive zone. 

47. Brent Johnson, D, North Dakota (WSH): His draft year 
was cut short by a shoulder injury, but Johnson showed 
plenty beforehand. He's a great skater and transition 
defenseman. 

48. Jakub Dobes, G, Ohio State (MTL): Czech national 
comes in with tons of size (6-foot-5, 197 pounds) and a 
chance to play significant minutes with Tommy Nappier off to 
the pros. 

49. Jackson Kunz, LW, North Dakota (VAN): Powerful winger 
really lit up the USHL with Green Bay after developing at 
Shattuck-St. Mary's. Will be fun to see what he can do in 
college. 

50. Tomas Mazura, C, Providence College (EDM): Big, 
playmaking center from the Czech Republic spent time in 
Finland last year but already has lots of North American 
experience. 

51. Lucas Mercuri, RW, UMass (CAR): Another big kid with 
lots of promise and a great scoring touch around the net, 
Mercuri joins the Minutemen from USHL Des Moines. 
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52. Matthew Knies, RW, Minnesota (TOR): Power forward 
really turned his draft year around in the second half by 
focusing on playing in a straight line. Adds nice dimension to 
Gophers. 

53. Jake Kucharski, G, American International (CAR): The 
Yellow Jackets have been hot in Atlantic Hockey and 
Kucharski had a 1.69 goals-against average in his first year 
with the team. 

54. Dylan Duke, LW, Michigan (TB): This kid feasts around 
the crease, even though he doesn't have a lot of size. Brings 
a different offensive element to the dynamic Wolverines. 

55. Alex Laferriere, RW, Harvard (LA): An extra year with 
USHL Des Moines was great for Laferriere's development; 
he'll be dangerous for the Crimson. 

56. Clayton Phillips, D, Penn State (PIT): Veteran blueliner 
who can really skate enters his fifth NCAA campaign, which 
will be a boon for the Nittany Lions. 

57. Cam Berg, LW, Nebraska-Omaha (NYI): Passed over in 
one draft, Berg took his revenge on the USHL and now he 
brings his potent offensive toolbox to the Mavericks. 

58. Luca Munzenberger, D, Vermont (EDM): Big, physical 
blueliner played for Germany's world junior squad, where he 
caught the Oilers' eye. Now he's a freshman Catamount. 

59. Eamon Powell, D, Boston College (TB): Well-rounded 
blueliner with great hockey IQ made a positive impact as a 
freshman and will undoubtedly add to his numbers this year. 

60. Cole Brady, G, Arizona State (NJ): Big netminder with 
the ability to steal games was by far the Sun Devils' best 
goalie last year and the sophomore is back for more. 

61. Ryan Johnson, D, Minnesota (BUF): It's a big year for the 
smooth-skating Johnson, who will be a key member of that 
vaunted Gophers blueline corps. 

62. Tyler Boucher, RW, Boston U. (OTT): Freshman power 
forward is sure to stir up some rivalries in Boston thanks to 
his bone-jarring hits. 

63. Carter Savoie, RW, Denver (EDM): The Pioneers' 
second-leading scorer last year, Savoie has a lethal release 
on his shot and returns for his sophomore campaign. 

64. Ethan Edwards, D, Michigan (NJ): Talented defenseman 
can really skate and it will be fun to see where the freshman 
fits in with the Wolverines. 

65. Josh Lopina, C, UMass (ANA): North-south center who 
plays with an edge and contributes at both ends of the ice, 
Lopina was crucial in the Minutemen's run to the title. 

66. Carson Bantle, C, Wisconsin (ARI): Massive left winger 
transfers over from Michigan Tech, where the offense wasn't 
there as a freshman. Perhaps a Badgers jersey will be the 
tonic. 

67. Benton Maass, D, Minnesota State (WSH): Fifth-year 
transfer from New Hampshire never replicated his freshman 
offensive numbers, but maybe he rebounds with the Mavs. 

68. Brandon Kruse, C, Boston College (VGK): Erstwhile 
Bowling Green star transfers over to Eagles for his fifth year. 
Kruse can really put up numbers. 

69. Red Savage, C, Miami (DET): Faceoff demon and 
shutdown specialist, Savage comes in to Miami as a 
freshman from the NTDP. 

70. Justin Ertel, RW, Cornell (DAL): Talented winger spent 
last year killing it in the Maritimes; now he jumps to another 
level with the ECAC. 

71. Brett Berard, LW, Providence College (NYR): Energy guy 
was a pleasant surprise on Team USA's gold-medal world 
junior squad and now his dad David works for Friars, too. 

72. Michael Benning, D, Denver (FLA): Big-time offensive 
defenseman in his AJHL days put up nice numbers as a 
freshman and will surely build on that in his Denver return. 

73. Dominic Basse, G, Colorado College (CHI): Towering 
netminder did what he could for the Tigers as a freshman; 
they'll need him to be big again this season. 

74. Ty Murchison, D, Arizona State (PHI): Underrated 
defenseman was quietly impressive with NTDP last season; 
brings size and a variety of attributes to the Sun Devils. 

75. Ronnie Attard, D, Western Michigan (PHI): Offensive 
defenseman was nearly a point-per-gamer for the Broncos 
as a sophomore. 

76. Blake Biondi, C, Minnesota-Duluth (MTL): Had small but 
effective role on sturdy Bulldogs team last year; that 
experience will serve him well as he continues to evolve. 

77. Carter Gylander, G, Colgate (DET): Big netminder seized 
the starter's job as a freshman and acquitted himself well. 
Will be fun to see what he can do for the Raiders this year. 

78. Artem Shlaine, C, UConn (NJ): Talented pivot goes to 
the greasy areas and put up secondary offense for the 
Huskies as a freshman. Look for more this season. 

79. Jack McBain, C, Boston College (MIN): Big center has 
steadily gotten better for Eagles. Now in his senior season, 
he should be a big-time producer. 

80. Nick Leivermann, D, Notre Dame (COL): Offensive 
defenseman really improved his defense as a junior, so the 
Fighting Irish will lean on him in his final campaign. 

81. Sammy Walker, RW, Minnesota (TB): It seems like 
Walker has been a Gopher forever but they'll miss him when 
he's gone: the winger can really produce offense. 

82. Jack Devine, RW, Denver (2022): Former NTDP product 
with a late birthday is eligible for the draft this year and his 
playmaking skills will be fun to watch in Denver. 

83. Jachym Kondelik, C, UConn (PIT): Towering center 
heads into his senior season on a high; the Czech national 
was basically a point-per-gamer last season. 

84. Tyler Kleven, D, North Dakota (OTT): Physical 
defenseman gives NoDak a different look on the back end, 
but opponents better not forget when he's on the ice. 
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85. Colby Ambrosio, RW, Boston College (COL): Talented 
waterbug made a pretty nice transition from the USHL to 
college last year and Eagles will need his offense. 

86. John Farinacci, C, Harvard (ARI): Went back to the 
USHL when Harvard cancelled last season, allowing him to 
dominane offensively and earn gold with Team USA's world 
junior team. 

87. Aidan McDonough, LW, Northeastern (VAN): Talented 
producer with size heads into a crucial junior season with 
Huskies, where he will be counted on up front. 

88. Johnny Beecher, C, Michigan (BOS): Injuries have 
dogged him, but when Beecher is healthy, he's flying around 
the ice. Here's hoping we see him at full speed again. 

89. Devon Levi, G, Northeastern (BUF): Undersized goalie 
has proven that pressure is no big deal for him. Injury kept 
him from making his NCAA debut last year. 

90. Matt Thiessen, G, Maine (VAN): The Ben Barr era begins 
at Maine and the new coach will need goaltending. Thiessen 
and undrafted Victor Ostman will be counted on. 

91. Henry Thrun, D, Harvard (ANA): Another Crimson player 
coming in a year late, Thrun is a solid two-way defenseman 
who developed even further with USHL Dubuque last 
season. 

92. Tristan Broz, LW, Minnesota (PIT): A slippery customer 
in the offensive zone, Broz can both score and distribute. 
The incoming freshman was a standout with USHL Fargo. 

93. Matt Kessel, D, UMass (STL): heavy-shooting blueliner 
finished third in goals on the team last year and will be 

counted on for experience on an exciting and evolving 'D' 
corps. 

94. Michael Callahan, D, Providence College (ARI): Veteran 
defenseman took a bit of step back offensively last year, but 
he's got the skills to put up numbers again as a senior. 

95. Noah Cates, C, Minnesota-Duluth (PHI): Two-way center 
could have signed with the Flyers, but he's back for another 
kick at a national championship (he already has one title to 
his name). 

96. Nick Perbix, D, St. Cloud State (TB): Veteran blueliner 
with size can put up points from the back end and will surely 
want revenge for last year's loss in the national 
championship. 

97. Timofei Spitserov, LW, Vermont (SJ): Talented kid who 
can squeeze himself through defenses, Spitserov is an 
exciting addition to the Catamounts' offensive attack. 

98. Erik Portillo, G, Michigan (BUF): The Wolverines have 
championship aspirations, but they'll need to keep the puck 
out of the net and that's up to big Portillo, the Swedish 
national. 

99. Ethan Haider, G, Clarkson (NJ): Big goaltender had a 
very impressive freshman campaign with the Golden 
Knights, registering a 2.00 goals-against average and .921 
save percentage. 

100. Jack Malone, C, Cornell (VAN): Versatile forward went 
back to USHL Youngstown last year when Cornell cancelled 
its season and the playmaker dominated.

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/2875386/2021/10/08/nhl-hope-o-meter-results-ranking-fans-optimism-for-all-32-nhl-teams/ 

https://theathletic.com/2870422/2021/10/08/hurricanes-player-poll-which-player-will-have-the-biggest-breakout-in-2021-22/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/notebook-back-to-business/c-326662372 

https://www.nhl.com/news/sebastian-aho-aleksander-barkov-mikko-rantanen-submitted-by-finland-for-olympics/c-326653216?tid=326653078 
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/top-100-players-to-watch-in-the-ncaa 
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The Cup stops here: Hurricanes hold off Oilers to win an NHL title 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

OCTOBER 07, 2021 10:47 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

Editor’s note: This story was first published in the News & Observer on 
June 20, 2006. 

As his teammates danced wildly at the other end of the ice, Rod 
Brind’Amour skated by himself, head bowed and hands on his knees, 
overwhelmed with emotion. 

After years of struggle for the captain and the Carolina Hurricanes, he 
was only minutes away from lifting the Stanley Cup above his head. 

You could say it took the Hurricanes 10 months and 107 games to win 
the Stanley Cup, but it really took nine years, countless losses, the trials 
and tribulations of a slapdash move, two years in Greensboro and a lost 
season to realize this impossible dream. A franchise once seen as 
hopeless has now conquered the entire hockey world. 

On the brink of tragedy after missing out on two chances to close out the 
Edmonton Oilers, the Hurricanes claimed ultimate success with a 3-1 win 
in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup finals on Monday, securing North 
Carolina’s first major league title and setting off a night of wild celebration 
across the Triangle, starting with the scene at center ice at the RBC 
Center where Brind’Amour accepted the Cup from NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman. 

“It was just surreal,” Brind’Amour said. “It has been a big weight on 
everybody’s shoulders, not just on mine. I guess it just kind of came to a 
head when I realized we were going to win. It’s tough to explain, to be 
honest with you. We have been through a lot. So many guys on this team 
-- the years and the ache.” 

Glen Wesley ended his long quest for the Cup and possibly his career, 
one of nine holdovers from the team that lost to the Detroit Red Wings in 
the 2002 finals, the third time Wesley fell short, and then fell all the way 
to last place the next season. No active player had been in more playoff 
games without winning than Wesley’s 168, who can now be crossed off 
the list at age 37. He may decide to retire on top after No. 169, although 
he wasn’t saying Monday. 

But he wasn’t the only one making history. Eric Staal became the 
youngest player to lead the playoffs in scoring since Gordie Howe in 
1949 -- Staal is 21 years old, eight months; Howe was 21 years, 16 days 
-- and Cam Ward became the fourth rookie and second-youngest player 
to win the Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP and the first rookie goalie 
to win the Stanley Cup in 20 years after a 22-save performance. 

 

 

Cory Stillman became the first player to win consecutive Cups with 
different teams in a decade, and Peter Laviolette became the second 
straight American-born coach to win the Cup as the trophy remained with 
the Southeast Division. 

Ray Whitney was one of three Hurricanes to win his first Stanley Cup 
against the team he hoped to win it with as a kid. The son of the Oilers’ 
practice goalie, Whitney grew up around the Oilers, taping sticks for 
Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier as a teenager. His victory touched off 
a night of bittersweet celebration for his friends and relatives in suburban 
Edmonton, as it did for Ward and Mike Commodore. 

“It was never about the veterans, never about the young players, never 
about one individual,” Laviolette said. “It was always about the team.” 

Monday’s game was an appropriate culmination of the most exciting 
finals in memory, a fast-paced, high-energy battle between two worthy 
opponents that represented just about everything that’s right with the 
game of hockey. 

The Canes may have been the better team, but no team they faced 
played harder or with more will than the Oilers, whose improbable run 
from the eighth seed in the Western Conference gave Carolina all it could 
handle. 

On a hazy summer day ideal for tailgating, the atmosphere outside came 
inside as almost every fan in the building stood for the entire game -- in 
excitement for two periods, then nervously after the Oilers scored early in 
the third to pull to a goal down, then with unsupressed joy as the final 
seconds wound down. 

The Hurricanes’ defense scored only once in the first six games of the 
series, but Aaron Ward and Frantisek Kaberle scored early for Carolina. 
Denied a goal by a referee’s call with only a one-goal lead, the Canes 
killed off a two-man advantage late in the second period to take a two-
goal lead into the third period. 

Fernando Pisani scored his NHL-leading 14th goal of the playoffs to bring 
the Oilers within a goal only a minute into the period, but he couldn’t get 
a rebound past a sprawling Cam Ward with 3:40 to play, the save that 
won the Stanley Cup. 

From the opening moments, it was clear the Canes would not allow a 
repeat of their Game 6 capitulation. Kevyn Adams dove headfirst to stop 
a Chris Pronger shot during an early power play -- he broke two bones in 
a wrist but didn’t miss a shift -- and Erik Cole leveled Pronger with a big 
hit along the boards on one of his first shifts. 

Their effort paid off quickly when Aaron Ward scored only 86 seconds 
into the game. After a controversial disallowed goal, Kaberle scored on a 
power play not six minutes into the second. 

Pisani brought the Oilers to a goal down, but Staal set up Justin Williams 
for an empty-net goal with 1:01 to play, sealing the victory. 

They did it with a rookie goalie, a young superstar, a long-suffering 
veteran, a fiery coach and a captain who at the most difficult of times 
would not be denied. 

Cam Ward. Eric Staal. Glen Wesley. Peter Laviolette. Rod Brind’Amour. 
They hail from different generations, different backgrounds, yet they all 
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coalesced into a team in a process carefully cultivated from the first day 
of training camp and designed to deliver this very result. 

Who would have thought this possible when the Hurricanes were a team 
without a home? Now they’re a team without peer. 

“When we arrived here in Raleigh, I think that the game was really 
embraced here,” Wesley said. “Obviously, we had a lot of work to do, but 
we have incredible fans. Just to see how far, coming from 2002, beating 
New Jersey [in the first round] was a big steppingstone for us. This year 
was just an incredible ride right from the start of the season.” 

After years as a punchline, the Hurricanes delivered the knockout blow to 
the rest of the league on Monday. As of now, the Stanley Cup resides in 
Raleigh. 
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The run is done: Canes’ magical 2001-02 season ends with a loss to the 
Red Wings 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED OCTOBER 07, 2021 8:21 PM 

 

DETROIT — The celebration blared on outside on the ice, clearly audible 
in discrete roars as each of the Detroit Red Wings lifted the Stanley Cup 
for a trip around the ice. 

At Erik Cole’s stall in the Carolina Hurricanes’ locker room, the noise 
came as he ripped the tape off his shinguards, his playoff beard only 
moments away from being shaved off and his 23-year-old voice breaking 
as he tried to speak. 

Across the room, Ron Francis’ voice was clear as the 39-year-old said he 
wanted to come back next season for another run at the finals, another 
run at the Cup the Canes came within three wins of winning. 

With a 3-1 victory Thursday, the Detroit Red Wings won the Stanley Cup 
everyone expected them to win, against the team no one expected to be 
in the finals. 

“We got here believing we would win,” Carolina coach Paul Maurice said. 
“Not that we could win, or we might win, but that we would win. It’s 
something that develops in a group of men over the course of a season. 

“But we knew down the stretch we were that good, so when you lose, 
you feel it.” 

The Canes hung around as long as they could, winning the first game of 
the finals in overtime and serving notice that it wouldn’t be as easy as 
even the Wings might have thought. 

And it wasn’t, even though the Wings won the next four -- closing out the 
Canes in five games and ending Carolina’s remarkable playoff run with 
authority. 

Every game of the series was either tied or a one-goal game going into 
the third period, and Thursday was no different. 

Down 2-0, Jeff O’Neill scored his eighth goal of the playoffs on a power 
play with 1:10 left in the second to give the Canes a chance going into 
the third. 

But a chance was all they had. This comeback was not to be. 

Dominik Hasek had to make only 16 saves to secure his first Stanley 
Cup. It was also the first Cup for Steve Duchesne and Luc Robitaille, two 
long-suffering veterans. 

It was the ninth Cup for Scotty Bowman as a coach, and his last. He said 
after the game that at 68, he’s had enough. 

And defenseman Nicklas Lidstrom became the first European to win the 
Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP. 

“I think we should be there with some of the greatest teams,” Lidstrom 
said. “I think looking back at last summer when we got [Hasek] and 
signed [Brett] Hull and Freddy Olausson, we got some really talented 
players, and it was just a matter of getting everything working together.” 

“The thing that’s most amazing,” Maurice said, “that kind of gets lost 
because of the names they have on the jerseys here, is how well they 
play as a team.” 

By the time the Cup was handed to Detroit captain Steve Yzerman, the 
Canes were already getting dressed -- knowing they’d lost to a better 
team but were only a few breaks away from a historic upset. 

So the Wings won the Cup. That outcome seemed as preordained in 
September as it did Thursday afternoon before Game 5. 

But losing wasn’t easy once the Canes got there, especially considering 
the Canes stole Game 1 in Detroit. 

There is no doubt that the Red Wings deserved to win it, and there is no 
doubt the Canes had chances of their own to win the Cup, as well. 

Had they won Game 3 before Igor Larionov won it for Detroit in the third 
overtime, it might have been them clinching Thursday instead of Detroit. 

“At the end of the day, the Red Wings are celebrating on the ice and we 
have to shave our playoff beards and move on,” said goalie Arturs Irbe, 
who rebounded from a benching early in the playoffs to play some of the 
best hockey of his career. 

“We don’t feel like a success right now. It doesn’t feel like an 
accomplishment.” 

It was clearly not to be. The team that got to the finals by doing all the 
little things right found itself up against a team that didn’t need to do the 
little things right because it did the big things so well. 

The team that managed the most stunning comeback of the playoffs -- 
roaring back from three goals down in the third period to turn the tide 
against Montreal in Game 4 of the second round -- couldn’t take the first 
step on what would have been the first comeback from a 3-1 deficit since 
1942. 

The Canes scored only seven goals in the five games of the finals, not 
enough to beat a team as good as Detroit. 

“You’re never satisfied when you don’t win,” Francis said, “but no one 
picked us to get here.” 

There’s no shame in losing to the Wings, perhaps the best team 
assembled in an off-season since the dawn of big-dollar free agency -- 
or, at least, the first with the results to justify the dollars doled out during 
the summer. 

The Wings won the Cup, yes. But the Canes won respect, along with the 
confidence that there’s no reason they can’t be here again in the next few 
years. 

“We lost,” said defenseman Niclas Wallin, who scored two of Carolina’s 
overtime playoff goals, “but we didn’t lose.” 

With that, he got up and went to shave off the dark-brown beard that he 
had been carefully cultivating for two months. 

The noise on the ice continued to blare, the celebration in Detroit under 
way, as the Canes’ stunning season came to a quiet end. 
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A new era on ice ushered in as more than 18,000 watch the Hurricanes’ 
first home game 

 

BY STEVE POLITI 

OCTOBER 07, 2021 7:49 PM 

 

GREENSBORO — About 18,000 people went to see an NHL game in 
the Greensboro Coliseum on Friday night, a number that has to have the 
Carolina Hurricanes smiling. 

And that’s good, because the game — a 4-3 loss to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins — didn’t give the ‘Canes much to be happy about. 

The Hurricanes can only hope those fans remember the third peri-od of 
their first ever regular-season game in North Carolina and not the second 
period. 

In the third period, a gutty Hurricanes team rallied for two goals and 
nearly came back on the visiting Penguins. It was something worth 
coming back to see again. 

But in the second period, the Hurricanes cost;themselves a chance at a 
win with critical mistakes that led to a three-goal Pengu@ms flurry. It 
wasn’t worth the long drive from Raleigh. 

The announced crowd of 18,661 could about the comeback The players 
were only concerned about the loss, which drops the team to 0-2 in their 
first season in the new market. 

“That’s the only positive we can draw from tonight, it was a much better 
performance in the third period,” center Keith Primeau said. “But 20 
minutes doesn’ t win hockey games.” 

“It’s still a loss,” goalie Sean Burke said, “and there aren’t a lot of 
positives about that. 

The Penguins scored three second-period goals in a span of just over 
five minutes and looked ready to blow the game open. All three were the 
result of defensive breakdowns by the home team. 

But the Hurricanes scored twice in the first 5:05 of the second period to 
make it close. 

Right winger Nelson Emerson was the catalyst He intercepted a clearing 
pass along the boards and caught Pittsburgh goalie Tom Barrasso out of 
his net with a quick shot 27 seconds into the third period. 

Then, 4 1/2 minutes later, Emerson started a scoring play on the power 
play. He passed to Glen Wesley, whose hard shot bounced off Barrasso 
and was lifted into the net by Primeau. 

That made it 4-3 and kept the crowd - which seemed divided in their 
support of three teams, the Penguins,Hurricanes and Hartford Whalers - 
in the stands. 

“We made our comeback too’ late,” Burke said. “We had our chances, 
but unfortunitely,our breakdowns hurt us and that wasthe difference in 
the game.” 

All three of Pittsburgh second-period goals came on odd-man rushes - a 
breakdown in the Hur-ricanes defense when the team is outnumbered as 
the opponents charges in on the net. 

Tyler Wright slapped a shot past goalie Sean Burke on a two-on-one at 
13:44 of the period. Less than two minutes later on another two-on-one, 

Ed Olcyzk bounced a shot off the post which ricochetted of Burke and 
into the net. 

And three minutes after that a costly mix-up at center ice led to a two-on-
none - leaving Olczyk and center Ron Francis with just Burke to beat. 
Burke managed to stop Olczyk, but Francis scored on the rebound to 
shock the crowd. 

“I don’t think we’re ever going to quit,” captain Kevin Dineen, ‘but close 
isn’t enough in this game. We’ve been close two games in a row, and 
now we’ve got to put it in gear and get on the other end of one of those.” 

Dineen, who struggled with a bruised tailbone in the second peri-od, 
blamed himself for two of the goals. He missed the entire third period. 

“I ended up getting scored on twice,” Dineen said. “When you’re the 
direct cause of two goals, youdon’t want to embarrass yourself anymore.” 

Dineen might be “taking one for the team,” but the Hurricanesalso were 
missing three of their key defensemen. Two, Jeff Brown and Curtis 
Leschyshyn, were on the injured list, and another, Steve Chi-asson, 
serving a game misconduct for a first-period fight. 

That left the Hurricanes with just five defenseman, including minor-
league Steve Halko and enforcer Enrico Ciccone. Those are two guys 
who normally wouldn’t log a lot of ice time. 

The start isn’t good, but the play-ers aren’t panicking. 

“There’s a lot of hockey left,” Burke said, “and we can play a lot better.” 

There’s no time to linger on this loss. The Hurricanes traveled to Ottawa 
immediately after the loss for a 7:30 p.m. game against the Senators. 
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Hurricanes forward named to his country’s Olympic roster for the Beijing 
Olympics 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

OCTOBER 07, 2021 1:27 PM 

 

Sebastian Aho’s plans for the hockey season have suddenly gotten 
busier. 

But it’s a good kind of busy for the Carolina Hurricanes center. 

Aho was one of three players chosen to play for Finland in the 2022 
Olympic Games in Beijing. He was selected along with Aleksander 
Barkov of the Florida Panthers and Mikko Rantanen of the Colorado 
Avalanche as the NHL and NHL Players Association, along with the IIHF, 
requested each participating team pick three players as provisional 
selections for the Games. 

“Obviously it’s an honor,” Aho said Thursday in a media interview. “As of 
now I’m just trying to get myself ready for this upcoming season. The 
Olympics are still pretty far away and I don’t think (of) that stuff that much 
as of now. But obviously it’s an honor to be on that team.” 

While the announcement was made Thursday, Aho said he was 
contacted a few days ago and told he was one of three provisional 
selections — if healthy and eligible, he will be on the Finnish roster. The 
final team rosters will be announced in January 2022. 

The NHL will take an Olympic break from Feb. 3 to Feb. 22, and the 
hockey competition in Beijing is set for Feb. 4-20. 
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Aho, 24, said he expects an “unreal atmosphere” at the Games, saying 
he can remember watching Finnish teams compete in every Olympics 
since 2006 in Torino, Italy. 

“Team Finland played pretty well every time there,” Aho said. “It’s going 
to be awesome to play for Team Finland. Very special.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called Aho’s selection a “no-brainer” and 
said Thursday he expects a “handful” of his players to potentially be on 
Olympic rosters. 

There also is a concern. 

“I’m not a big fan of it as a coach,”Brind’Amour said. “Nothing good can 
come out of it as far as health. You’re just worried they’re either going to 
be worn out or you know ... 

“But the experience of it, I’m really excited for them to go. I’d encourage 
all of them to do it because these are great moments that they’ll have 
forever.” 

Brind’Amour was a member of Team Canada in the 1998 Olympics in 
Nagano, Japan, as Canada’s best pro players were able to compete for 
the first time. Team Canada failed to medal, losing to the Czech Republic 
in the semifinals and then to Finland, but being a part that ‘98 team 
remains a special memory for Brind’Amour. 

“When you put on the jersey and you’re playing for your country the 
stakes go up a little higher,” Brind’Amour said. 

Aho has developed into one of the NHL’s most consistent stars in his four 
years in the league. He was on the verge of his first 40-goal season in 
2019-20 when the pandemic brought the season to a close in March — 
Aho finished with 38 goals in 68 games — and has been a point-per-
game player for the Canes. 

“He’s matured, both as a player and as a person,” Brind’Amour said. 

The NHL did not allow its players to participate in the 2018 Pyeongchang 
Games after an agreement could not be reached with the NHLPA. But 
they’re going back for the 2022 Games. 
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Nashville Predators coach says Todd Richards could be back by opener 
after heart attack 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Predators assistant coach Todd Richards could be back around the team 
as soon as Friday, coach John Hynes said after Thursday's practice at 
Centennial Sportsplex. 

Richards suffered a heart attack Oct. 1 and has been recovering at home 
with his family. 

Hynes said Richards also could possibly be on the bench for the season 
opener Oct. 14 against the expansion Seattle Kraken at Bridgestone 
Arena. 

"The hope would be he would be ready for Game 1," Hynes said. "I don't 
think this is going to be a long-term thing where he's not going to be 
around. He'd like to come in (Friday) and start doing some video work 
and being around the guys." 

Hynes said he expects Richards to be in "full swing" in the next 10 days, 
barring any setbacks. 

Dan Lambert will again run the defense Saturday (3 p.m.) for the team's 
preseason finale against the Carolina Hurricanes at Bridgestone Arena. 

Richards will turn 55 on Oct. 20. Hynes hired him last October to coach 
the defense. Richards was head coach of the Columbus Blue Jackets 
from 2011-15. He also was head coach of the Minnesota Wild for two 
seasons.   

Richards was an assistant coach with the Stanley Cup champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning last season. He also was an assistant coach for the 
Predators' AHL affiliate Milwaukee Admirals from 2002-06. 

Richards, a second-round pick by the Montreal Canadiens in 1985, 
played in eight NHL games with the Hartford Whalers. 
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The Athletic / Carey Price might not know it, but he helped many people 
by deciding to help himself 

 

By Arpon Basu Oct 8, 2021  

 

Carey Price was standing in front of his locker at the Canadiens’ 
suburban practice facility a little more than seven years ago. 

His team had just gone farther in the playoffs than it ever had with Price 
as the starting goaltender, being eliminated in the Eastern Conference 
finals by the New York Rangers, except Price wasn’t the starter by the 
end of the series. He was injured early in the second period of Game 1 
when Chris Kreider lost his balance and barreled into Price with 16:45 left 
to play. 

Price knew he was hurt. He knew something was wrong with his knee. 
But he finished the period anyway. 

He played through it. 

“It’s the playoffs, man,” Price, standing in front of his locker in early June 
2014, said with a laugh when asked why he didn’t take himself out of the 
game. “At the time, I was just like, ‘Maybe it will go away.’ But it didn’t. It 
is what it is. Looking back on it, I wish I would have (left the game). 

“Sometimes you get hurt and it’s a stinger and it goes away. But after 10 
minutes, it didn’t go away, and I knew I was in trouble.” 

That quote, that moment from seven years ago immediately came to 
mind when it was announced Thursday morning that Price had voluntarily 
entered the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program. Because in that one 
quote, Price revealed a lot about himself. How competitive he is. His 
drive to win. His willingness to play through pain. 

It’s all in there, and all of it perfectly encapsulates how hard it must have 
been for Price to do what he did Wednesday, which is when he decided 
to enter the program, when he decided he was going through something 
he should not be playing through no matter how competitive he is, no 
matter his drive to win, no matter his willingness to play through pain. 

Price has always had trouble admitting when he was physically hurt 
because it would jeopardize his ability to compete. But what he is 
enduring is a different kind of pain, and a more mature Price, one with 
three children and a wife at home, decided the courageous thing to do 
was to get help. 

VIEW THIS POST ON INSTAGRAM 

A POST SHARED BY ANGELA PRICE (@BYANGELAPRICE) 

Price’s decision did not come in a vacuum, and that’s what makes it 
significant. 
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Just a little more than two weeks earlier, Price’s teammate Jonathan 
Drouin gave two interviews in which he spoke openly about his own 
struggles with anxiety and insomnia that forced him to step away from 
the game he loves and get help. He has returned happier and with a 
renewed sense of purpose as a player after taking the time to get 
healthy. 

Just a few days earlier, Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner, 
who deserves a ton of credit for talking openly about his own mental 
health and thereby normalizing the conversation in hockey, sent out a 
series of tweets asking both the NHL and the NHLPA to step in and 
address abusive use of prescription drugs in the league and more 
generally about the mental health of players. The tweets got the attention 
of both the league and the players’ association, and Lehner expressed 
satisfaction Tuesday that some good will come out of what he called his 
public “cry for help.” 

The decision to speak openly about his anxiety was not easy for Drouin, 
the decision to tweet out his true feelings of what was going on around 
the NHL was not easy for Lehner, and the decision to seek help with the 
NHL/NHLPA player assistance program was surely not easy for Price. 

But each of those decisions was extremely important because each of 
them contributed to making conversations about mental health less 
uncomfortable. Not just in hockey. But everywhere. 

Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin has been in the NHL in 
various capacities for more than 30 years since making his debut with the 
Chicago Blackhawks as a rugged defenceman in 1984. He has watched 
as this conversation went from nonexistent in the NHL when he was 
playing to the prominence we have witnessed over the past few years. 

“There’s not a stigma, like back then maybe it would have been seen as 
being weak, which was wrong, but it was probably the way we were 
built,” Bergevin said. “Now, it’s more in the open and I think it’s going to 
be better for everybody. It’s not only hockey, it’s all major sports, but I 
honestly believe too it’s in all walks of life.” 

Talking about mental health is undoubtedly a step in the right direction 
because awareness is important, and when people like Drouin and 
Lehner and Price are talking about mental health, it helps awareness. 

But how exactly does awareness help? What impact did Price’s 
willingness to publicly explain why he needed help through his wife’s 
Instagram account actually have? 

About 10 kilometres south of the Bell Centre sits the sprawling campus of 
the Douglas Mental Health University Institute, the second-largest 
psychiatric research centre in Canada, and the largest in Quebec. 

Price may know it exists, he may not. But the people at the Douglas 
certainly know Price exists, and whether he knows it or not, he helped 
them a great deal Thursday. 

Laura Fish is the executive director of the Douglas Foundation, she is in 
charge of fundraising for the hospital, and she is a hockey fan. No one 
knows better than her how badly greater awareness of mental illness is 
necessary in our society, and in that sense, Price sharing his need to 
address his own mental health can only help. 

But that didn’t stop Fish from realizing there is a real person and a real 
family suffering here, like so many people and families who suffer every 
day, people and families whom Douglas aims to help through its research 
and treatment programs. 

“I felt brokenhearted for his family,” Fish said of her first reaction when 
she heard the news Thursday. “As someone for whom this is extremely 
personal, I really feel for him.” 

It is important to remember that. 

But for Fish, this is also an opportunity to gain some momentum for what 
is a daily battle for her and her organization, because the more people 
are talking about mental health, the more the work at the Douglas 
becomes known. 

“The short answer is that yes, it is still a problem, and yes, this does help 
enormously. There’s no question,” Fish said. “First of all, it reflects the 
fact that nobody is sheltered from mental illness. You’ve seen the 
statistic, it’s one in three Canadians, and that’s just the statistic. What 
one in three Canadians really means is when I say I’ve been touched by 
mental illness, I don’t mean mental illness lite. It means I’ve held my 
friend’s hand after she lost her husband to suicide. It means I’ve watched 
childhood friends descend into psychosis. 

“That may be an extreme example, but anybody who says they haven’t 
been touched by it is lying. And when we see these heroes speak openly 
and we see them recognize that mental health is health, it just drives 
home that point.” 

The Douglas Foundation collects roughly $2 million in donations every 
year, a number Fish is in charge of growing. The challenge is that not 
enough people view mental illness as worthy of their charity, at least not 
to the same level as, say, heart disease or cancer or diabetes. The 
Montreal Heart Institute, for instance, raises $23 million a year, Fish 
notes. 

This is why awareness is important. This is why this conversation helps. 

“People don’t give to mental health the same way they do to physical 
health,” Fish said. “We don’t have one building that is named for a donor 
… because they don’t want their name on it. So when someone with a 
big profile, and not just a big profile, but someone with a big profile for 
their strength — like, Carey is such a rock publicly — when somebody 
that is a hero steps forward and says, ‘I have an injury, and it’s a mental 
health injury,’ that can’t help but move the needle. But we have a long 
way to go.” 

Fish says if more people knew the benefits of the research at the 
Douglas, if they knew how much we still have to learn about mental 
illnesses and how we could learn those things through more research, 
then the need for funding would become clear to more people. And there 
is also a general lack of awareness of how people can help, whom they 
can donate money to and what that money would be going to. 

It just so happens that this Sunday is World Mental Health Day, and the 
Douglas Foundation has a big awareness campaign tied to the 
international event. Every Couche-Tard store in Quebec will be accepting 
donations for the Foundation from Oct. 12 to 18 and the Building Hope – 
the Movement campaign that continues, all of it meant to raise funds for 
research. 

Carey Price probably doesn’t realize it, but Fish can attest to what extent 
he has helped her work simply by letting the world know what he is going 
through. 

“I hope he understands how much good he’s doing by sharing his 
personal pain,” Fish said. “This is horrible and painful and awful, but he’s 
doing good just by sharing it.” 

Brendan Gallagher walked into the media conference room at the Bell 
Centre on Thursday evening, sat down, and did not wait to take 
questions. He had something to say about his friend and didn’t need a 
question to say it. 

“Since I’ve been here for 10 years, you couldn’t ask for a better 
teammate, you couldn’t ask for a better role model for young hockey 
players, young fans, he’s been unbelievable for the community of 
Montreal, he’s a role model for the Indigenous community. He does so 
many things well,” Gallagher said. “And for him to take a look at himself 
and feel like he can become a better man — he’s a great family man, 
he’s a great father, he’s a great husband — these are things that 
continue to build on what he is as a human being, as a role model to so 
many people. It’s a courageous thing and was definitely a tough decision 
for him to make. He definitely has our full support, not as teammates, but 
as friends.” 

Gallagher expressed disappointment that he didn’t know what Price was 
going through, considering how close they are and also considering how 
many times Price had helped him get through some struggles he was 
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having. Of course, Gallagher couldn’t have known, because remaining 
even-keeled, calm in the face of incredible pressure is a big part of what 
makes Price who he is, at least publicly. Nothing ever seems to bother 
him, which is what made this so surprising to Gallagher. But it should 
only serve as a reminder that no matter how well we can know someone, 
we can never truly know what is happening inside. 

“You look at him as kind of this Superman — and it’s really unfair to put 
that on him just because he’s a good hockey player — but he does so 
many things right,” Gallagher said. “He handled every situation he’s dealt 
with in this city, from the outside noise and the performances he’s been 
able to put on the ice considering what he’s been going through, you 
appreciate it just that more. 

“The way he was, he was Pricey, he handled everything. So when he 
was able to look at himself and realize he needed to make a decision to 
become a better man, it was a bit of a surprise, but you fully respect it. It 
was just such a courageous decision that he made.” 

What Gallagher said was important as well, because the other big lesson 
people can take from what Price has done is that there is no reason to 
fear being ostracized at work or among your friends or peer groups for 
acknowledging you need help. For anyone who does have that fear, for 
anyone who sees that as a barrier to asking for help, maybe hearing this 
in such a public forum can alleviate that fear. 

That is especially true since we’ve already seen it with the reaction to 
Drouin speaking openly about his own struggles. The reaction to the 
news of Price needing help Thursday was swift and overwhelmingly 
supportive. From his teammates saying how proud of him they were to 
the prime minister of Canada to the premier of Quebec and from just 
about everywhere, the support for Price continued all day Thursday but 
was perhaps best encapsulated by Jets coach Paul Maurice. 

“I’m almost always happy to hear that, for a couple of reasons, and one 
is, and whatever the challenge — and I’m not speaking specific to Carey 
Price because I’ve had players who went into the program — those are 
real challenges,” he said. “It has nothing to do with your bank account, 
those are real challenges, and the day they go in is the first chance to get 
help, and that’s a really, really good thing. And then, if we do this right as 
a society, I believe, the kid that’s got the Carey Price jersey who is 12 
isn’t going to look at Carey Price as he’s a bad guy. It’s that he’s a 
courageous guy, and for himself and his family, he went and got help. 

“So that’s our responsibility now, that Carey Price is looked at as a 
courageous leader, he’s got a challenge that he’s dealing with, and 
because of what he does for a living, it’s public, so maybe the kid with the 
Carey Price jersey, we want him wearing it the next day, that’s the goal. 
So it’s not bad, it’s not a stigma and I’m happy he’s getting help. I’m sorry 
that he needed it but I’m really happy he’s getting help.” 

In other words, Carey Price is not playing through the pain anymore. And 
perhaps none of us should be. 
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The Athletic / NHL trades to watch for: One player on all 32 teams who 
will end the season on a different roster 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff Oct 7, 2021  

 

It is never too early to talk about a trade in the NHL. After all, last 
season’s blockbuster trade that sent Patrik Laine and Jack Roslovic to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets in exchange for Pierre-Luc Dubois going to 
the Winnipeg Jets happened just 10 days into the season. 

We’ve been waiting all offseason for Jack Eichel and Vladimir Tarasenko 
to be traded, but the Buffalo Sabres and St. Louis Blues aren’t the only 
teams expected to make moves before the NHL trade deadline on March 
21, 2022. 

We asked The Athletic’s NHL writers to name one player on all 32 teams 
who will not end the season on their current roster. 

Here are their answers: 

2021-22 NHL team previews: Projections and ranking of every club 

Anaheim Ducks: Rickard Rakell 

Rakell is 28 and will be an unrestricted free agent next summer. While 
his scoring touch has deserted him more often than not (he has just 42 
goals in his past 186 games), he still possesses good offensive ability 
and can boost a lineup that needs another scorer. If he bounces back 
into the 20-goal territory, the Ducks could fetch a nice asset or two at the 
deadline. -Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes: Phil Kessel 

Kessel has a limited no-trade clause but he is in the last year of his deal 
on a team that will likely be winning only a third of its games. I presume 
he will want out by mid-season and, if he shows he can still score, there 
will likely be an appetite for the two-time champion. -Corey Pronman 

Boston Bruins: Jakub Zboril 

The 2015 first-rounder is running out of time to develop into a full-time 
NHL defenseman. He’ll be restricted at year’s end. If he doesn’t take 
another step toward becoming a trusted three-zone defenseman, the 
Bruins could have other options on the left side. -Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres: Jack Eichel 

It’s amazing that he’s on the roster now. The debate about the herniated 
disk in Eichel’s neck — he wants artificial disk replacement, the Sabres 
want fusion — became increasingly personal throughout the summer. 
There’s no path to reconciliation. One of these days, the Sabres will hear 
a trade offer to their liking. -John Vogl 

Calgary Flames: Nikita Zadorov 

The Flames traded for Zadorov from Chicago this summer, but only 
signed him to a one-year contract — likely due to his camp asking for too 
much money or term. So, he’ll be a UFA come next summer and a likely 
rental candidate by the trade deadline. -Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes: Jake Gardiner 

Gardiner will start the season on long term injury reserve after 
undergoing back and hip surgeries, and will likely miss the entire season. 
Even before this, though, Gardiner seemed to have fallen out of favor 
with the Hurricanes with a few healthy scratches and trade rumors 
buzzing. It’s hard to imagine we’ll see him in a Hurricanes jersey again. 
Gardiner signed a four-year, $4.05 million AAV contract ahead of the 
2019-20 season. -Sara Civian 

Chicago Blackhawks: Marc-Andre Fleury 

If the Blackhawks aren’t a playoff contender, I could see Fleury and the 
Blackhawks trying to work out something that tries to get him to a 
contender. -Scott Powers 

Dylan Strome: I don’t necessarily believe or agree with this, because I 
don’t expect the Blackhawks to be in a firesale at the trade deadline, but 
if things go sideways, Strome — a talented and productive player coming 
off a middling season who has never really earned Jeremy Colliton’s trust 
and who is heading into restricted free agency — could be an interesting 
trade chip. -Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche: Martin Kaut 

If Kaut doesn’t establish himself this season, his days with the team 
could be numbered. He’s a former first-round pick who could have trade 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 4, 2021 

 

value, and if he’s not able to consistently break into the lineup, the 
Avalanche could move him for more immediate help. -Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Max Domi 

The Blue Jackets tried to trade Domi during the offseason, but shoulder 
surgery threw a wrench into those plans. They left him exposed in the 
expansion draft, but Seattle wouldn’t bite. Once he’s healthy, expect the 
Blue Jackets to start shopping him again. -Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars: Braden Holtby 

The Stars have an excess of goaltenders with Jake Oettinger waiting in 
the wings. Even if Oettinger begins the season in the AHL, he should be 
ready to make the jump back into the NHL at some point this season, 
meaning the Stars will need to deal either Anton Khudobin or Holtby. -
Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings: Nick Leddy 

Leddy will serve a valuable role as a mentor to Detroit’s young 
defensemen and likely QB the top power play, but come the trade 
deadline, I expect Detroit will look to recoup some of the draft capital it 
gave up to acquire him this past summer. -Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers: Mikko Koskinen 

The veteran goaltender is in the final year of his contract and the Oilers 
will need an upgrade in goal to go on a long playoff run. Koskinen’s $4.5 
million salary won’t be as gargantuan by the trade deadline – whether for 
an acquiring or for the Oilers if they’re retaining money. One obstacle, 
however, is Koskinen’s modified no-trade clause, which allows him to 
block a deal to half the league. -Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers: Maxim Mamin 

I never saw a legit full-time NHL player when I watched Mamin in CSKA. 
He would be the bet on this roster to not stick and be looking for an 
opportunity elsewhere by midseason. -Corey Pronman 

Los Angeles Kings: Blake Lizotte 

Lizotte could be a victim of the surplus of centers in the organization. He 
is valued for his tenacity and grit, which means it is conceivable he could 
be part of a larger trade package before the trade deadline. -Lisa Dillman 

Minnesota Wild: Victor Rask 

If the Wild are on the outside looking in come trade deadline time, Rask 
might be a point-producing center a playoff team would have interest in 
as a rental. -Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens: Ben Chiarot 

If the Canadiens are not a clear-cut playoff team by the trade deadline – 
and I don’t think they will be – the potential return on Chiarot as a rental 
with his contract expiring might be too great to ignore. His playoff 
performances the past two seasons would likely create considerable 
demand for his services. -Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators: Filip Forsberg 

Forsberg will need a new contract after this season. The Predators want 
to re-sign him, but if the season goes off the rails, would they consider 
trading him as a rental at the trade deadline? -Adam Vingan 

New Jersey Devils: Jesper Boqvist 

The Devils have one pending unrestricted free agent: defenseman P.K. 
Subban. They expect to hang around the playoff race all season, which 
could mean skipping the annual yard sale with UFAs before the trade 
deadline. If New Jersey instead tries to be a buyer, Boqvist is young and 
has shown flashes of NHL potential. It could make him an ideal candidate 
off the current roster to be part of a package to land a veteran to make a 
final playoff push. It’s more likely to be a draft pick or prospect not close 
to NHL ready in such a deal. -Corey Masisak 

New York Islanders: Leo Komarov 

Uncle Leo has been chugging along, filling in where needed, but his $3 
million cap hit might need to go to allow the Islanders to make a 
significant move during the season. -Arthur Staple 

New York Rangers: Mika Zibanejad 

I don’t think this is certain by any means, but if Chris Drury can’t get him 
re-signed by the trade deadline, he likely must be traded. -Rick 
Carpiniello 

Ottawa Senators: Chris Tierney 

This feels like a pretty safe bet, considering Tierney is entering the final 
season of his contract before becoming a free agent next summer. It 
doesn’t feel like he fits into the Senators’ long-term plans, even though 
he’s only 27 years old and brings a young veteran presence to their 
lineup. The expectation is that Tierney will be traded at some point before 
the deadline — likely to a team that needs some depth at the center ice 
position. -Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers: Keith Yandle 

Assuming the Flyers remain in playoff contention, they won’t be looking 
to sell. But it’s not difficult to envision a scenario where Keith Yandle 
ends up playing for another team. He’s chasing down Doug Jarvis’ 
consecutive games record, but top prospect Cam York is coming for his 
presumptive spot in the Philadelphia lineup. If the Flyers are ready to 
give York the full-time third-pair LHD job but don’t want to bench Yandle 
so close to his shot at the record, perhaps they facilitate a trade to a 
team that will give him that chance. -Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Marcus Pettersson 

The Penguins need to make room for Pierre-Olivier Joseph at some 
point. Pettersson has long been the logical person to ship out. -Josh 
Yohe 

There is a logjam at left defense in Pittsburgh, and Pettersson is the odd-
fitting log. -Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks: Tomas Hertl 

Get ready to start hearing Hertl’s name frequently in trade rumors 
because the Sharks’ top-line center and pending unrestricted free agent 
is not anywhere close to signing an extension. While the Sharks might 
want to keep him around, sources have indicated that Hertl might prefer 
to move on if the team doesn’t right the ship in the dressing room and on 
the ice. A Hertl trade could bring the Sharks some much-needed assets 
for the future. -Kevin Kurz 

Seattle Kraken: One of the surplus defensemen 

The Kraken have so much third-pairing caliber depth that one of them will 
likely be traded. -Ryan S. Clark 

St. Louis Blues: Vladimir Tarasenko 

It’s well known now that Tarasenko requested a trade from the Blues this 
offseason, but it hasn’t happened yet. GM Doug Armstrong has found it 
hard to move a player who turns 30 in December, had three surgeries on 
the same shoulder and has a $7.5 million salary cap hit each of the next 
two seasons. Unless there’s a complete change of heart from 
Tarasenko’s perspective, he’ll be dealt at some point this season. -
Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Alex Barre-Boulet 

If the Lightning end up buyers at the trade deadline like they have been 
the past couple of years, they could potentially move one of their forward 
prospects like an Alex Barre-Boulet. It’s not a given, of course, but I don’t 
see any of the regulars in the lineup dealt as they go for another Cup. -
Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Pierre Engvall 
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He’s frustrated the Leafs with his inconsistency over the years, and he’s 
not so young anymore — having turned 25 in May. The fact that he’ll be 
an RFA next summer makes him attractive to the Leafs, especially with 
Ilya Mikheyev headed for unrestricted free agency. But maybe that’s also 
what makes him useful in a trade, maybe for a more viable top-six 
winger. With all the forwards the Leafs brought in this past offseason, 
Engvall feels less than essential. -Jonas Siegel 

Ilya Mikheyev: There’s a big logjam at forward and he’s requested a 
trade already. Add in his pending UFA status and there’s enough there to 
say he may not last as a Leaf. -James Mirtle 

Vancouver Canucks: Olli Juolevi 

There’s a ton of competition on the left side of the Canucks defense 
corps, with Jack Rathbone, Brad Hunt and Juolevi all competing for 
minutes behind Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Quinn Hughes. Unless 
Juolevi’s skating stride has improved significantly this offseason, I 
suspect he’ll eventually end up the odd man out, even if he starts the 
year on the 23-man roster. -Thomas Drance 

Brad Hunt: Hunt is an NHL-caliber depth piece but the club’s competition 
for the last couple of jobs on the left side of the blueline will be fierce. 
Jack Rathbone seems to have an inside track on an everyday third-pair 
job and the team may not want to risk waiving Juolevi if it comes down to 
him versus Hunt for the final roster spot. -Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights: Keegan Kolesar 

I think Kolesar will still be within the Golden Knights organization, but I 
could see him being bumped down to the AHL when Alex Tuch 
eventually returns from injury. Vegas has a deep group of forwards, and 
if Nolan Patrick and Brett Howden are contributors, it could get real 
crowded, real quick. -Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals: Michal Kempny 

Even if Kempny proves he’s healthy after suffering hamstring, Achilles 
and knee injuries over the past two years, he’s in a tough spot. He’s 31 
years old on a team that’s looking to get younger. He’s in the final year of 
a four-year contract that averages $2.5 million per. Most notably, though, 
he’s a left-shot defenseman in an organization that’s got younger, less 
expensive prospects at the position (Martin Fehervary and Alex 
Alexeyev, to name a couple) who are awfully close to being ready for full-
time roles with the big club. -Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets: Eric Comrie 

If we’re talking about next season, I think Andrew Copp is a strong 
candidate — not because he isn’t a great fit in Winnipeg but because his 
pending UFA status gives him the opportunity to shop his services. If 
we’re talking midseason, I think Comrie is the frontrunner. Winnipeg is 
making a calculated risk in promoting him to their backup goaltending 
gig. He hasn’t excelled (in extremely limited viewings) at the NHL level. 
This is a “win now” season, and if he struggles at any length, the Jets 
might look for a veteran to take his spot. -Murat Ates 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Streaks, spoilers, and other suggested 
New Season’s Resolutions 

 

By Sean McIndoe Oct 7, 2021  

 

With opening night of the 2021-22 NHL season now less than a week 
away, it’s time for one of my favorite annual traditions: the New Season’s 
Resolutions column, in which I offer up a few suggestions for how we 
could all be a little bit better at this hockey fan thing. 

That’s all these are — just ideas, not commandments. As always, you’re 
welcome to try out all of them, or pick and choose one or two, or roll your 
eyes and tell me to get lost. But we all have room for improvement, and 
now’s as good a time as any to think about how we can make that 
happen. 

We’ll start with what might be the most important resolution we can all 
make this year, because it touches on one of the worst parts of hockey 
fandom … 

Let’s not gatekeep these new fans (especially in Seattle) 

With a new expansion team in place, the NHL has a rare opportunity to 
do something it’s struggled with over the decades and add a significant 
number of new fans. That’s a good thing, but sometimes you wouldn’t 
know it by how the rest of us treat the newbies. It feels like so many of us 
want to descend on the rookies and test them, making sure that they’re 
worthy of joining our club. Some of us just seem to be waiting for them to 
make a mistake, so we can declare that they’re fakers and exile them 
from the kingdom of True Hockey Fans. 

I’ll go ahead and give us the benefit of the doubt and say that this all 
comes from a good place. We love this sport, and we know that means 
we’re in the minority. We’ve all seen the cheap punch lines and lazy 
coverage, and we think hockey deserves better. There’s an old joke that 
hockey isn’t anyone’s second-favorite sport, because you’re either 
obsessed or you don’t care, and whether that’s true or not we’ve kind of 
internalized the idea. If you’re not obsessed then you must not care, and 
if you don’t care you’re probably going to do more harm than good, so 
get lost and let the real fans enjoy what we enjoy. 

OK, fine. But that can’t work when it comes to new fans, and new 
markets. There is a learning curve with this sport, and it’s a steeper one 
that we’d like to admit. And stereotypes aside, nobody actually goes from 
being a non-fan to an obsessive overnight. Maybe they get there 
eventually, but there’s going to be some time where they’re still figuring 
things out. And that means they might not understand a rule, or get a 
name wrong, or cheer at the wrong time, or tweet something dumb. If all 
of us in the old guard are racing to pile on every time that happens, we’re 
just driving potential fans away from a league that desperately needs 
them. 

To be clear, that doesn’t make it our job to sell the league to a new 
audience. The NHL has its own PR department, and if you don’t work 
there then you don’t have to pretend that everything is wonderful all the 
time. But you also don’t have to actively drive potential fans away by 
sending them the message that they don’t belong, or that they aren’t 
welcome. Give them a chance to try the sport on for size. Some will like 
what they see and stick around, others won’t, and that’s how it’s 
supposed to work. 

Maybe a few of those new fans will even become the next generation of 
embittered diehards, complaining about the refs and hating the loser 
point and booing Gary Bettman. If so, awesome. But until then, save the 
pop quizzes and eye rolls and give them a chance to get settled in. 

Let’s call a streak a streak 

The NHL hasn’t had ties since the shootout arrived in 2005, which means 
that there are only two results a team can have. They can win, or they 
can lose. Those losses can come in different flavors, and some of them 
even yield points in the standings, but they’re still losses. And if a team 
loses a bunch of games in a row, that’s a losing streak. 

You wouldn’t think this is controversial. But in today’s NHL, it apparently 
is, because the league doesn’t think a losing streak is always a losing 
streak. 

Instead, the league counts regulation losses and overtime/shootout 
losses as two categories, and uses that distinction to continually reset 
losing streaks. Lose three in a row in regulation, then drop a shootout, 
then lose another in regulation? Congratulations, the league says, you’ve 
lost one game in a row. That record-breaking stretch last year when the 
Sabres lost 18 games in a row? Not an 18-game losing streak, says the 
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league, because there was a shootout loss mixed in. If you’d been 
tracking the NHL’s standings page, you never would have seen an “L18” 
next to the Sabres. 

This is, of course, complete nonsense. The next time your favorite team 
hasn’t won in two weeks and then drops an overtime heartbreaker, show 
up at the postgame press conference and ask them if they’re relieved to 
snap the losing streak. See what kind of looks you get. 

It goes without saying that no such distinction is made for wins, and that’s 
where you have to admit that the league is being kind of brilliant here. 
They’ve got a stupid awful horrible loser point that ruins the standings 
and makes everyone finish over .500, and they’ve found a nifty side 
effect that let’s them pretend that they’re also a league full of long 
winning streaks and short losing streaks. Everyone’s doing great, your 
team is super good, just don’t think about the math too hard. 

I’ll admit that part of me was hesitant to include this one, because it 
seems like it’s putting me in direct conflict with my far wiser colleague 
Pierre LeBrun. Pierre has mentioned the NHL’s streak distinction on a 
few occasions, and he and I have argued this point privately once or 
twice. So is he wrong? No, actually. Instead, he’s accurately describing 
how the league treats streaks, and how they’d like the rest of us to 
describe them. 

He’s right, and I don’t dispute that this is how the NHL wants it done. I 
just don’t see any reason why we need to play along. If the NHL woke up 
tomorrow and declared that we should all say that pucks are square, it 
wouldn’t mean we’d have to do it. And while we may have to defer to the 
league on how it tracks things for its official record book, that doesn’t 
prevent us from still describing things in plain language the rest of the 
time. 

So this season, when some team loses 10 games in a row and the NHL 
tries to tell us that it’s not actually a 10-game losing streak, let’s pat them 
on the head, give them a broad smile and a thumbs-up, and then go right 
back to calling it a 10-game losing streak. Because that’s what it is. 

Let’s stop saying we don’t understand goalie interference 

This one might feel like a rerun because I’ve been on this soapbox for 
years now. But I’m mentioning it again, because I don’t feel like I’m 
making any progress and it’s probably new to at least a few of you. 

You know the scenario by now. A goal is scored, there’s a challenge for 
interference, you watch a few replays and then the referee announces 
the decision. Inevitably, everyone throws up their hands and declares 
that they don’t understand what just happened. The broadcasters have 
no idea, the beat writers on Twitter can’t figure it out, the guy at the 
sports bar next to you is completely flummoxed. Pretty soon, the whole 
thing feels like a contest to see who can put on the best performance of 
feigned confusion. And it’s all because the rule makes no sense. 

Except it does, as I’ve explained in detail. It’s not a great rule — I’m 
against having replay review for interference at all, for the record — and 
it’s not exactly a simple rule. But it’s not incomprehensible either, and 
most of the people complaining about it have either never read it or are 
just faking it for a reaction. 

So this year, let’s make an effort to knock it off with the over-the-top 
reactions to every interference review. Ideally, we could all do that by 
actually taking the time to learn the rule and how it’s applied, but that’s 
not mandatory. Instead, we could just treat it like most of the rules in the 
book, and be vaguely aware of how it works while assuming that the 
referees and officials know the specifics. And if you’re in the media, 
especially on a broadcast team, you could treat it as part of your job to 
understand the rules well enough to explain them to your audience. 
Because, well, it kind of is. 

Let’s get ready for Olympic spoilers 

The first time I broke out this gimmick was way back in September 2014. 
That feels like forever ago, but it also means that this is the first time I get 
to do this in a season in which the NHL is planning to go to the Olympics. 

Assuming the whole thing doesn’t get waylaid by COVID-19 or some 
other crisis, it will be great to see a true best-on-best tournament play out 
on the world’s biggest stage. But because the games are in China, it also 
means that we’ll be watching the biggest matchups in the middle of the 
night, or first thing in the morning. 

That’s not ideal, especially after 2002 and 2010 spoiled us with North 
American hosts and prime-time-friendly schedules. But we’ll live with it. 
What’s a few sleepless nights for international glory, right? 

One request, though. Let’s all agree that lots of us will be watching those 
games in real-time. And when we do, we’re going to want to talk about 
them, and tweet about them, and whatever else. That’s how sports 
works, and these days the instant reactions are half the fun. 

Will there be some fans who’d prefer to hold off on watching the games 
until later, when they get up in the morning or get home from work or can 
otherwise fit it into their schedule? Sure, and that’s cool too. But those 
fans have to understand that it’s not up to the rest of us to go silent and 
avoid spoilers on a game that was played hours ago. If you want to stay 
in suspense, it’s on you to stay off of social media, turn off the all-sports 
radio station, throw on the noise-cancelling headphones at work, and 
whatever else you need to do. You don’t get to invoke some sort of anti-
spoiler cone of silence on the rest of us. 

If you know a fan doesn’t want to hear about late-night results, you 
should try to avoid discussing them in their presence. Don’t text them 
about a game you know they haven’t watched. That’s basic courtesy. But 
that’s all you’re obligated to do. NBC or whoever can pretend a 12-hour-
old game is news, but let’s agree that the rest of us don’t have to. 

Let’s refuse to forget the ongoing Blackhawks abuse scandal 

The scandal, in which allegations of sexual abuse by a Hawks coach in 
2010 were handled poorly if not outright covered up by prominent 
members of the front office and executive ranks, has been reported on in 
detail by TSN and The Athletic among others. The legal process is 
ongoing. Meanwhile, the team says that it’s conducting its own 
investigation. 

Good. We need to know the truth of what happened, and those who were 
responsible need to be held to account. Our job as fans is to make sure 
that happens, and the best way we can do that is to refuse to let this 
story fade into the background. 

Call it a cynical view if you want, but it’s hard not to feel like that sort of 
fading is exactly what the team and the league might be hoping for. We 
all have short attention spans these days, and if an issue drags on long 
enough then eventually we lose interest and move on to the next thing. 
Let’s be honest, it’s pretty much what happened with stories like 
concussions litigation or Akim Aliu’s allegations. 

Not this time. Let’s make sure we keep asking about the Blackhawks 
story, that we demand to see the results of the investigation and that we 
insist on accountability for those involved. 

That doesn’t mean we can’t talk about what the Hawks do on the ice. It 
doesn’t mean that every mention of the team has to come with a long 
disclaimer about the scandal. When it comes to the Chicago Blackhawks, 
we can hold more than one thought in our heads at once. 

But if anyone out there is hoping they can ride this out, delay as long as 
possible, and ultimately mute the story’s impact, let’s make sure that 
they’re wrong. It’s quite literally the least we can do. 
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BROSSARD, Que. — Carey Price, the franchise player of the Montreal 
Canadiens who’s often described as a brick wall—an impenetrable, 
invincible and unflappable player, one recently called “a legend” by 
divisional-foe-turned teammate Mike Hoffman, “a monster” by longtime 
teammate and close friend Jeff Petry, “amazing” by forward Tyler Toffoli, 
and referred to as “a Hall of Famer” by defenceman Ben Chiarot—
showed his humanity on Thursday. 

Price is all things he’s been depicted as above. In bleu, blanc et rouge, 
covered head-to-toe in goaltending armour, he’s a six-foot-three, 220-
pound specimen, one of the purest and strongest athletes ever to grace 
an NHL ice surface, a superstar, a thoroughbred, and one of the game’s 
most celebrated players. 

But it was minutes after news broke Price had checked himself into the 
NHL/NHLPA’s player assistance program—founded in 1996 and co-
funded by both organizations to assist players and their families with 
mental health, substance abuse and other matters—that Canadiens 
general manager Marc Bergevin most appropriately described the 34-
year-old as a “human being.” 

“Today, I’m not thinking of Carey Price, goaltender of the Montreal 
Canadiens,” Bergevin said, “but Carey Price, the human being.” 

I am, too. 

I’m thinking about the quiet guy from Anahim Lake, B.C., a town so 
remote his father, Jerry, used to have to fly him to his minor hockey 
league games. I’m thinking about how that kid who grew up hunting in 
the mountains and fishing in the lake got dropped into one of the world’s 
biggest and most vibrant hockey cities when the Canadiens drafted him 
fifth overall in 2005 with only a vague concept of what that transition 
might be like. 

Price never craved the attention that came with having to follow in the 
footsteps of goaltending royalty in Montreal. In fact, he actively built a 
bubble around himself to avoid as much of it as he could over the last 14 
years—moving to the outskirts of the city, taking a guarded and reserved 
approach to answering questions from the media and keeping as low a 
profile as possible all in the aim of self-preservation. 

I’m thinking about all of that because Price has now stuck a pin in that 
bubble. Like teammate Jonathan Drouin, who took a leave of absence 
from the Canadiens last season to deal with what was later revealed to 
be anxiety and insomnia issues he’d been saddled with for years, he has 
sacrificed much of the privacy he deeply covets. 

But this decision Price has made is also self-preservation—so delicately 
and elegantly explained by his wife, Angela, in this message she 
published on her Instagram feed just before Bergevin addressed 
reporters at the Canadiens’ south-shore practice facility. 

Carey Price, human being, is taking care of himself, and he’s showing 
great courage in this act. 

Price, like Drouin before him, will help so many others in the process. 

Editor's note: If you or someone you know is in need of assistance, in 
crisis or needs someone to talk to, there are many resources available on 
Canada's public health website. 

“I salute (them) and I’m glad they did,” said Bergevin. “And if there’s other 
players in the NHL who have different issues—whatever that is—I think 
the NHL and NHLPA are usually looking (out for) the well-being of their 
players and I commend them to do that. I think every general manager is 
very sensitive to that, and we are (too) here in Montreal. For Jo, and (for) 
Carey and his family—he’s got kids, he’s got three kids and his wife—I 
think we need to support them and to respect their privacy and wish them 
the best. I believe better days are ahead for Carey and his family.” 

Remaining Time -1:10 

Bergevin salutes courage shown by Price to seek help 

Whether or not it has anything to do with why Price is taking a step back 
right now, the goaltender has also been through many tough days in his 
time with the Canadiens. 

He ascended to the starter’s net just months into his rookie season, in 
2008, before plummeting to the backup’s net during the 2010 playoffs. 
He bounced back strong the next year before suffering through a 
miserable 2011-12 Canadiens campaign. He reached the tip of the 
goaltending pyramid from 2012-15—establishing himself as the best in 
the world, capturing Olympic Gold and the NHL’s most prestigious 
awards in the process—before suffering injuries that robbed him of the 
opportunity to play all but 12 games of the 2015-16 season. 

There have been many aches, pains, bumps and bruises since—most of 
them experienced under the pressure that comes with an eight-year, 
$84-million contract—and Price has just quietly suffered them to continue 
trying to reclaim his place. 

This last year was particularly hard. After one of the most tumultuous 
seasons of Price’s career, during which longtime goaltending coach 
Stephane Waite was fired as a direct result of his protégé’s early 
struggles, the goaltender managed to carry the Canadiens to the 2021 
Stanley Cup Final. He played as well as he ever had to do it. 

But after the Canadiens lost in five games to the defending champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning, Price put the blame on himself. 

“At the end of the day, I just don’t think I played well enough at the start 
of the series,” he said, clearly devastated by the result. 

There was the expansion draft drama days later, which was 
unquestionably stressful for Price and his family. 

But after things worked out and Price was relieved to be staying with the 
Canadiens, he told NHL.com that he spent the bulk of his short off-
season rehabbing from meniscus surgery—a process he said, “wasn’t 
very much fun.” 

Price then skated a few times on his own and finally got back into 
equipment in the lead-up to the opening of training camp. 

His progress was quickly halted, though. Bergevin said some swelling in 
the knee, which the GM and Price were assured by doctors was perfectly 
normal, forced the goaltender off the ice. 

The reported illness that kept him off over the last few days turned out to 
be something else, something no one was expecting. Least of all 
Bergevin, who said he was caught totally off-guard when he received 
news on Wednesday that Price was entering the assistance program. 

“It’s a minimum 30 days,” said Bergevin, “but it could be more.” 

He added he was confident Price would be back this season, that he saw 
no reason that, “with the help he’s going to get, he can’t return to play at 
the same level as a goaltender,” and at one point he choked back tears 
contemplating their nine-year relationship and the knowledge Price was 
dealing with something much more serious than a knee injury. 

“It’s hard,” Bergevin said, too despondent to continue to respond. 

Remaining Time -2:42 

Marc Bergevin gets emotional reflecting his relationship with Carey Price 

It wasn’t an easy day for Price’s teammates, either, who were made 
aware of his situation in a meeting prior to practice. 

“I brought the whole team together to announce the news,” Bergevin 
said. “I spoke to (coach) Dominique (Ducharme) after the practice to see 
how things were and he told me the guys were shook up. 

“(Price is) a big piece for us but he’s also a teammate, he’s a person, and 
I think that’s what affects us most.” 

Remaining Time -1:58 
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Ducharme confident tight-knit Canadiens can handle latest challenge 
without Price 

The Canadiens will miss him in the dressing room—and certainly on the 
ice, where his presence is much larger than the space he occupies in 
front of their net. 

But Price is just a person. A person in need. 

“He’s had a lot of success in Montreal, so he can manage many things,” 
Bergevin said. “Yesterday he decided he needed help, so I support him 
1000 per cent.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.08.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jesse Puljujarvi looks poised to make big impact for Oilers 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON -- Here in Edmonton, you might run across Jesse Puljujarvi 
and his girlfriend, Monica, on the walking trails with their golden retriever 
Jaffa. Or maybe at an outdoor rink in the winter, where Puljujarvi is 
known to show up unannounced, like a foreign student looking for a 
Christmas break skate. 

Most recently, Puljujarvi and Jaffa starred in a real life episode of “Who’s 
Who in Hinterland,” as a bison photobombed a family portrait at Elk 
Island National Park, just east of Edmonton. 

“We went for a little walk there, and the bison was, like, 10 metres 
(away). We took a couple of pictures with the bison,” said the Oilers 
forward, with his trademark smile. “The bison was kind. Nice bison. He 
didn’t move at all.” 

There are no “kind bison” back home in Finland. Not even any rude ones, 
for that matter. 

“Only moose. Big moose, and reindeers,” said Puljujarvi. 

A rather large moose himself, Puljujarvi is six-foot-four with a smile 
stretches just as wide, it seems. He’s an easy spot when you’re hiking, 
with a Goldie on leash and a tuque, way up there on his on his head. 

“He’s just a great kid,” said Connor McDavid. “He loves the game, loves 
to play. And it’s impressive to see what he has done with his game.” 

This is the story of an NHL player who, off the ice, hasn’t figured out that 
he’s famous. On the ice, he is only beginning to show signs of a player 
who realizes how lethal the sum of his skills could be. 

“The sky’s the limit for that guy,” said Kailer Yamamoto, Edmonton’s 
second-line right winger, slotting in beneath Puljujarvi on the Oilers depth 
chart. “He was drafted fourth overall for a reason, and he’s finally starting 
to show it now. I think he’s got so much more to improve, and he’s going 
to get so much better this year. 

“He’s going to be such a good player here this year:” 

Installed permanently on McDavid’s right wing, Puljujarvi is poised for a 
massive breakout. He has four goals and six points in four pre-season 
games, and could be the kind of story that hockey execs dream of. It’s 
that old cautionary tale, that the best trade is often the one you never 
made. 

That Puljujarvi is still an Oiler is a minor miracle, considering how the 
team mishandled the player through his first NHL stint. If ever there was 
a player who should have been left to simmer at home in Finland, it was 
the late-maturing Puljujarvi, whose lack of English made it nigh 
impossible for him to succeed as a teenager in a strange, faraway land. 

As Puljujarvi clearly struggled to assimilate to the North American game, 
the Oilers spoiling yet another young prospect, the fans cried, “Put him 
on McDavid’s wing for 25 games. Let’s see how he does!” 

Well, he spent a couple of shorter stints on McDavid’s wing, as a 19-
year-old, but it was clear then that the young Oilers captain wasn’t 
interested in running a daycare. Now that Puljujarvi has returned from a 
year at home in Oulu, and has a 15-goal, 25-point season under his belt 
last year, he is ready -- and welcome -- to assume that coveted role on 
McDavid’s right flank. 

“He was a young kid, thrown into the fire (too soon), and didn’t really 
know what he was doing out there,” recalled McDavid. “Good for him for 
taking some time, and trying to figure out the game. You can just see his 
confidence rising each and every day.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

As a six-foot-four, 205-pound Finnish right winger, the comparisons to 
Colorado’s Mikko Rantanen were inevitable on 2016 draft day, when 
Columbus selected Pierre-Luc Dubois third, gifting Puljujarvi to then-GM 
Peter Chiarelli and the Oilers. But any similarities between the two have 
evaporated like steam off the sauna rocks, as Rantanen became a 30-
goal, 80-point player, while Puljujarvi walked away from the NHL to reset 
with his hometown team, Karpat. 

Had any of the 31 other GMs offered Ken Holland a first-round draft pick 
in return, perhaps the Oilers GM would have traded Puljujarvi during his 
Finnish flight. But the rest of the NHL was just as skeptical, much to 
Holland’s good fortune. 

Now? You wouldn’t trade Puljujarvi for a pair of firsts. 

“His attitude has allowed him to make it work. He stayed positive,” said 
Oilers centre Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. “As tough as it is on a young player 
coming in -- maybe even more so on a European player -- it’s not easy to 
crack the NHL right away. There were frustrations -- we weren’t a great 
team when he came in; he had to learn to take strides.” 

Today, Puljujarvi has learned how to use his big frame to create space 
and win battles. He has confidence to use a superior shot, and affixed 
with the best player in the game, scoring opportunities will be endless. 

He could score 25 or 30 goals this season, and perhaps 50 down the 
road. 

“Fifty?” you ask. 

“Why not?” we’d counter. 

“The big thing for him now is that he has confidence in himself,” Nugent-
Hopkins said. “He’s big, he’s strong and he can skate like the wind. And 
he has fun doing it. 

“That’s what shines, and what fans love about him.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators must build bridge to compromise with Brady 
Tkachuk as soon as possible 

 

Wayne Scanlan October 7, 2021, 8:35 AM 

 

There is a popular Twitter account that goes by the handle -- ‘You Had 
One Job.’ 
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That expression serves as a decent metaphor for the Ottawa Senators 
off-season. Their ‘one job’ was to get their franchise winger Brady 
Tkachuk signed to a contract that would make the player happy and 
Ottawa’s future as an organization feel secure. 

It seemed a simple task. So simple that on May 19, Senators owner 
Eugene Melnyk confidently predicted on a Toronto podcast: “I don’t 
foresee a problem with signing Brady. I don’t.” 

In that same interview, Melnyk made a statement that many viewed as 
alarming. He was talking about the team captaincy, and in particular the 
choice between Tkachuk and defenceman Thomas Chabot. 

“Whoever it is, they’ve got to be around long term. That’s the key for us. 
You can’t have a captain there on a bridge contract. It’s not gonna 
happen. But he, along with Thomas Chabot, they’re both leaders. They’re 
both leaders in the dressing room, which is what you’re looking for.” 

Four months and 18 days later, the Senators don’t appear to be any 
closer to signing Tkachuk than they were in the spring. In seven days, 
the Senators play host to the Toronto Maple Leafs in Ottawa’s home and 
season opener. Yikes. 

That game should signal a rise of unprecedented anticipation ahead of 
the first regular season game at the Canadian Tire Centre in 18 months, 
a chance to emerge from the shadows of the COVID-19 lockdown to 
enjoy a hockey game with several thousand fellow-vaccinated friends -- 
and many blue-shirted rivals. 

Instead, Ottawa’s fan base is mired in the muck of a stalled negotiation. 

It shouldn’t be this hard. If Tkachuk and his camp are set on him signing 
a short-term deal, why hasn’t it been done? You can’t bully the player 
into signing long-term if he’s not ready. Besides, bullying a Tkachuk 
doesn’t tend to work out. 

What’s the problem? 

The problem is this: 

Brady Tkachuk, like it or not, has become a litmus test of credibility for 
the franchise. Sign him to a long-term deal, put a ‘C’ on that No. 7 
sweater and the club gets to trumpet a new era of stability and success -- 
see, we CAN keep our young stars in the fold, just as we promised we 
would. 

A short-term deal is being viewed from within as a red flag of failure, a 
here-we-go-again refrain, as though it’s automatic that Tkachuk would 
take his first opportunity to follow Mark Stone out the door. The owner 
himself assigned a negative connotation to it by suggesting “you can’t 
have a captain on a bridge contract.” So, then what? Tkachuk gets 
punished by being denied the captaincy, and Chabot gets it by default? 

That would diminish the new leader in the eyes of the fan base and the 
team itself. 

It’s all become a disaster -- the worst fears of an already skittish fan base 
coming to fruition. 

More than ever, the house is divided into what we might call three 
different camps of fans. 

Faction One: The jaded, “told you so” group that does not believe in this 
ownership and never will. 

Faction Two: The “player is greedy” group, a small but growing faction 
that is suddenly turning on a heart-and-soul winger who could do no 
wrong in his first three years here. It didn’t help when brother Matthew 
suggested his bro could be “pulling a classic Tkachuk” by learning to be 
“cutthroat” in negotiations. My prediction? Those chirping him now will be 
cheering him his first game back. 

Faction Three: The “call me when it’s over” contingent that will remain 
under the covers, proverbial pillows pulled over their heads until the issue 
is resolved. They just want to enjoy some entertaining hockey without 

getting dragged into the ugly business side of the game. Is that too much 
to ask? 

Remaining Time -0:45 

D.J. Smith starting to prepare Senators lines without Brady Tkachuk 

Until further notice, an upbeat training camp that started with the promise 
of a bigger, stronger Tim Stützle and a more comfortable Matt Murray in 
goal has taken a sharp downward turn. 

From an innocent-looking hit on Dave Kampf of the Maple Leafs in 
Monday’s pre-season game, centre Colin White suffered a serious 
shoulder injury that could keep him out long term. While White has not 
lived up to his $4.75-million AAV deal, he is still a useful player who likely 
slotted in as third-line centre on a team not deep down the middle. 

For now, journeyman centre Andrew Agozzino will get a look there, but 
the White injury combined with the ongoing Tkachuk impasse has cast a 
pall on what started out with a pretty impressive show of carrying on sans 
Tkachuk. 

There was always the belief -- Brady will be here soon, the deal will get 
done. 

Only now is the organization talking about preparing for the very real 
possibility that the Senators may have to start their season minus their 
most important player -- the one who drags his team into battle every 
night, to paraphrase head coach D.J. Smith. 

“We’ve only got two exhibition games left so I’ve got to start preparing 
like he’s not going to be here,” Smith said, in advance of Thursday’s pre-
season game in Montreal. “So that changes things. Obviously he’s a 
huge piece to our team, but that’s not my job, my job is to coach the guys 
that are here and when he gets here I’ll coach him. We’re going to put 
our best group out there and do everything we can as a group to win.” 

Look for forwards Nick Paul and Alex Formenton to have elevated roles 
in the absence of Tkachuk and with the injury to White. Paul, nicknamed 
‘Does it All,’ can slot in anywhere and be effective as a big strong 
presence on the wing or at centre. Formenton, one of the least known 
speedsters in the league, might not be as tough as Tkachuk but he has a 
reputation for being nasty with his stick, so he is no pushover. And he 
brings a different element as a breakaway threat. Still, he’s not Brady. 

In the meantime, the Senators need to build a bridge of compromise 
between Ottawa and St. Louis, Mo., to get a deal done with their 22-year-
old winger. ASAP. Short term, long term, mid-term, all deals have their 
pluses and minuses. 

Instead of worrying about sending the wrong message with a bridge deal, 
the hockey club could set out to convince Tkachuk and the broader 
Ottawa community that they have what it takes to get up off the Cap 
Floor and get into the game of true Stanley Cup contention. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Five players to avoid in your NHL fantasy draft 

 

Nick Alberga October 7, 2021, 12:27 PM 

 

Memo to fantasy owners: Do your homework before you draft. 

It’s one thing to be able to identify marquee talent to target, it’s another to 
recognize who to pass on. 

Whether it’s injury, off-ice drama, or the semblance that someone’s just 
downright overhyped, there’s always a crop of names and situations 
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worth avoiding at all costs. To be fair, the average draft position of a 
player has significant bearing on this ideology. And it should. 

Bottom line, draft responsibly; gambling on mid-level picks could plague 
your season. Unless you find irrefutable value or circumstances change, 
steering clear of these five players would be a wise decision: 

Honestly, this soap opera could give Days of Our Lives a run for its 
money. To be fair, not much has changed in this saga since the 
beginning of training camp when Eichel failed his physical and was also 
stripped of the captaincy. Having said that, it sounds like there’s been a 
bit of traction on the trade front the past couple of days. If/when that goes 
down, that should pave the way for some much-needed clarity on what 
the next step will be for Eichel and his injured neck. 

From a fantasy scope, there’s just too much uncertainty surrounding this 
situation. It’s difficult to justify utilizing a high pick on an injured player at 
the best of times, never mind on Eichel, a player who’s currently mired in 
the standoff of the century. 

Assessing Jack Eichel's treatment options with Dr. Ali Rendely 

October 05 2021 

Evgeni Malkin, C, Pittsburgh Penguins (ADP – 109) 

When healthy, Malkin can still bring it. But he's not healthy right now. The 
Penguins all-star centre, who’s entering a contract year, is expected to 
miss at least the first two months of the year following off-season knee 
surgery. It’s the same old fantasy story for the Russian pivot every 
season, he gets banged up quite a bit. In fact, the 35-year-old has 
missed 10 or more games in all but one season in the past decade. 
Additionally, Malkin’s coming off a career-low 0.85 points per game. The 
injury and age combo make it an easy decision to steer clear of the future 
Hall of Famer this time around. 

Evander Kane, LW/RW, San Jose Sharks (ADP – 152) 

Under normal circumstances, Kane’s versatility makes him an extremely 
valuable fantasy commodity. Unfortunately, these are far from ordinary 
times for the 30-year-old winger, who’s currently missing in action from 
Sharks training camp due to numerous ongoing investigations. Given the 
severity and seriousness of the situation, there’s no telling where this will 
go and how long it will take to unwind. On top of that, there’s no 
guarantee San Jose would welcome Kane back to begin with. Before 
camp, multiple reports suggested several Sharks teammates didn’t want 
him back on the team. 

Jakub Vrana, LW/RW, Detroit Red Wings (ADP – 171) 

Sadly, the Vrana breakout we’ve all been forecasting will have to wait a 
little bit longer. The Red Wings were dealt a major blow last week when it 
was announced that the 25-year-old needed shoulder surgery and will be 
out of action at least four months. After landing in Detroit via Washington 
at last year’s trade deadline, Vrana potted eight goals and three helpers 
in 11 contests and was poised to build off that this season. There’s no 
need to reach on Vrana, a late round flier or waiver claim will suffice. 
He’s the perfect IR stash, that’s it. 

Ben Bishop, G, Dallas Stars (ADP – 176) 

Have you looked at Dallas’ goaltending depth chart lately? Something 
doesn’t add up. And that something could be Bishop, who missed the 
entirety of last season due to a lingering knee issue. Although he’s been 
skating, the 34-year-old’s status for the upcoming season is still very 
much up in the air. That’s probably why the Stars, who already had 
veteran Anton Khudobin and youngster Jake Oettinger, signed Braden 
Holtby in the off-season as well. At the very least, given Bishop’s track 
record with injuries, Dallas will be extra cautious with the recovery 
process. The only play here would be an injury stash. Don’t expect much 
value, however. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs engage in team bonding as roster comes into focus 

The Maple Leafs kicked off a team-bonding trip to Ontario’s cottage 
country with a round of golf on Wednesday and, as Mark Masters reports 
from Muskoka, for the first time at training camp and the preseason, the 
numbers are manageable enough to have the entire group together on 
the ice at the same time, Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Gravenhurst Centennial Centre on Thursday ahead of 
their final preseason game Saturday against the Ottawa Senators. 

The Leafs kicked off a team-bonding trip with a round of golf on 
Wednesday.  

"Just looking at the trees made my day," said captain John Tavares with 
a smile. "Beautiful scenery." 

But it was also a competition with the foursome of Jake Muzzin, Auston 
Matthews, Ilya Mikheyev and Ondrej Kase claiming top spot.  

"We had a nice crew," Matthews said. "It was a full team effort. Mickey is 
not a huge golfer, but he made some pretty big putts for us."  

This type of trip is really important for newcomers like Kase, who 
appreciated the one-on-one time he got with the members of his golf 
team. 

"It's huge for me, especially," the 25-year-old Czech native confirmed.  

"You can sense he's feeling more and more like himself," added Tavares. 

A team dinner is planned on Thursday night as the group unwinds 
following a flurry of cuts.  

"You guys follow us around everywhere so I wouldn't completely call it a 
getaway, but it's nice," Matthews told reporters, who made the two-hour 
drive from Toronto. "I've never been up to Muskoka before. It's a beautiful 
time of year so everybody's enjoyed it." 

The timing of the trip is significant.  

"The camp and pre-season starts to wear on the group a bit, because 
they just want to get on with it," explained coach Sheldon Keefe. "We're 
at the point now where, despite the fact we have one more pre-season 
game, you're shifting really into full preparation mode for the regular 
season."  

For the first time, the numbers are manageable enough to have the entire 
group together on the ice at the same time. There are two goalies, eight 
defencemen and 17 forwards remaining with a handful of cuts still to 
come.  

"It's just one group now so that, in itself, brings the group closer 
together," Keefe pointed out. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Team Muzzin wins golf competition; Nylander misses 
team-bonding trip 

The Maple Leafs are in the middle of a team-bonding trip in Gravenhurst, 
Ontario which kicked off yesterday with a spirited golf competition. Mark 
Masters has more on that, as well as William Nylander's absence from 
the trip. 

William Nylander is missing the trip, because he's not yet fully 
vaccinated. He has had his second shot, but the 14-day period hasn't 
passed.  

In Nylander's absence, Kase skated on the second line with Tavares.  
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"It's [a] big player," Kase said with a smile. "I was very excited to be right 
next to him. It was pretty good practice for me."  

"Just very crafty," Tavares observed of Kase. "He thinks the game really 
well, great deception, and he's only continuing to feel more and more 
comfortable as a player on the ice with the way we want to play." 

Keefe believes that Kase, who scored 20 goals with the Anaheim Ducks 
in the 2017-18 season, is capable of playing in an offensive role.  

"I think he's going to challenge our players that are in our top six,”  Keefe 
said last week. 

Kase has spent most of camp on a line with defensive-minded 
countryman David Kampf.  

    William Nylander received his second shot last week so he's not 
considered fully vaccinated just yet. He didn't travel with the team on its 
Muskoka getaway. 

    — Chris Johnston (@reporterchris) October 7, 2021 

After wearing a red sweater the last couple of practices, Matthews was 
back in his usual blue uniform on Thursday as he continues to work his 
way back from off-season wrist surgery.  

"It's getting better," the 24-year-old centre said. "There's been good days, 
there's been bad days ... Today it felt pretty good so a positive step 
moving forward here." 

The red sweater was purely precautionary and Matthews had still been 
taking contact in the previous workouts, but the fact he held up well 
during Thursday's strenuous 90-minute workout was noteworthy.  

"Today, by far, would've been the longest session he has had," said 
Keefe. "Obviously, he was right there until the end. In fact, I saw him 
doing a little bit extra himself afterward, getting some extra shots off. All 
of that is very positive." 

The Leafs wrap up their pre-season schedule on Saturday.  

"That might be cutting it a little bit close right now," Matthews 
acknowledged. "You never know what can happen, but we'll see."  

On Monday, following his first full practice of camp, Matthews said he's 
"hoping and planning" to play in the regular season opener on 
Wednesday. 

Matthews on possibly playing in pre-season finale: 'That might be cutting 
it a little close' 

Sheldon Keefe says there's been no setbacks with Auston Matthews' 
wrist, while the Leafs forward explains that on Thursday it 'felt pretty 
good' but he's not sure if he'll play in Toronto's pre-season finale on 
Saturday. 

--- 

The position in the middle of the ice on the power play is often referred to 
as the bumper, because of the quick bump passes needed to relieve 
pressure, but that may not be the best way to describe how Mitch Marner 
is playing in the spot.  

"Mitch has created his own position, which is nice," power-play 
quarterback Morgan Rielly said with a small smile on Tuesday night. 
"He's making it work and taking the available ice." 

Tuesday marked the first pre-season game that the top unit, minus 
Matthews, played together and the puck movement was crisp. At one 
point in the first period, Marner found space high in the zone and fed 
Tavares at the net front with a great slap pass.  

"There's no one who thinks the game better in the league," Tavares 
gushed. "I mean, it's hard to think of too many guys that have the IQ, the 
awareness, the playmaking ability, the way he can see plays develop 
with and without the puck." 

    Slap pass from Marner to Tavares almost goes in 
pic.twitter.com/3GlfTbVt4b 

    — Ah yes, the Leafs. (@LeafsAllDayy) October 5, 2021 

"He has those instincts," said Keefe. "He jumps into spaces that are 
unexpected at the right times and creates looks and schemes that the 
opponent will struggle to plan for. That is what we are counting on: his 
instincts and his ability to improvise. There is increased ability to do that 
in the middle of the ice because you can go to a lot of different places." 

Marner, who previously set up shop on the flank, has never played in the 
middle before on the power play. He's proving to be a quick study.  

"You give him the puck in the middle of the ice, you give him so many 
different options," Tavares said, "and that puts the opponent on their 
heels. I think he'll only continue to get more comfortable and feel better 
there."  

Marner 'has created his own position' on Leafs new PP unit 

After fading badly down the stretch last season, the Leafs are revamping 
their power-play approach this year, including moving Mitch Marner to 
the middle of the ice. "Mitch has created his own position," observed 
quarterback Morgan Rielly, "which is nice. He’s making it work and taking 
the available ice." 

--- 

Lines at Thursday's practice: 

Ritchie - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kase  

Engvall - Kampf - Simmonds  

Bunting - Kerfoot - Spezza  

Brooks, Semyonov, Amadio, Gabriel 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren 

Dermott - Biega 

Campbell 

Mrazek  

Power-play units at Thursday's practice: 

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Amadio, Matthews  

Middle: Marner  

Net front: Tavares  

QB: Sandin 

Flanks: Kase, Spezza 

Middle: Bunting 

Net front: Ritchie 

TSN.CA LOADED: 10.08.2021 

1222139 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Matthews grateful for Olympic opportunity 

Maple Leafs centre humbled to be one of the first three players named to 
the U.S. men’s hockey team for Beijing Games, Kristen Shilton writes. 
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By Kristen Shilton 

 

Gravenhurst, Ont. — Auston Matthews doesn’t have any great memories 
of the Olympics, but he could have a hand in creating some.  

The Scottsdale, Ariz., native was one of three players (along with 
Chicago Blackhawks teammates Patrick Kane and Seth Jones) named to 
the U.S. men’s hockey team for the February 2022 Games in Beijing, on 
Thursday. 

It’s been more than 40 years since the U.S. men last won Olympic 
hockey gold, leaving Matthews with little to draw inspiration from – but 
plenty of motivation.  

“It's been a bit since the U.S. sat on that podium at the top, so hopefully 
we can obviously change that,” Matthews said on Thursday after the 
Leafs practice at Gravenhurst Centennial Centre. “It's a huge honour. I 
feel really fortunate to have represented the U.S. before, but obviously 
the Olympics is the biggest stage that it gets. It's extremely humbling, a 
huge honour, and obviously Kaner and Seth are two unbelievable 
players, so I think all of us are extremely grateful.” 

Matthews came up through the U.S. National Team Development 
Program, winning gold at the U-18 tournaments in 2014 and 2015. He 
twice participated in the IIHF World Junior Championship, earning a 
bronze in 2016, and skated for Team USA in the 2016 World 
Championships. 

Since the Maple Leafs drafted Matthews first overall in the 2016 entry 
draft, the 24-year-old has only made one appearance internationally, with 
Team North America at the 2016 World Cup of Hockey.  

Matthews has passed on subsequent tournaments due either to injury or 
fatigue from the long NHL season, and the league had previously opted 
out of participating in the 2018 Winter Games. The NHL has since 
worked with the NHLPA to restore an Olympic break in the most recent 
collective bargaining agreement.  

The only way NHLers like Matthews won’t end up in Beijing is if the 
COVID-19 pandemic worsens to a point it becomes unsafe to travel 
there, or if the NHL season is severely disrupted due to COVID-related 
cancellations and the league needs to use the allotted Olympic break to 
make up games. 

There is an early January deadline for either the NHL or NHLPA to opt 
out of going.  

Matthews said he wasn’t really involved in the CBA negotiations that got 
NHL players back in the Olympics. But going will allow Matthews to 
finally team up with one of his favourite players – and long-time training 
partners – in Kane.  

“It'll mean a lot [to play with Kane],” Matthews said. “Just to watch him do 
what he does up close and personal [when we skate together], it's a treat 
every time. I just try to take everything that I can from it and use stuff that 
I maybe see from him and maybe apply it to my game and just try to pick 
his brain. But he's a generational talent and he's had an amazing career. 
I'm really looking forward to playing with him.” 

The experience that awaits Matthews as an Olympian will be second-to-
none, as one of his closest teammates can attest.  

“It’s just an extreme honour and tremendous thrill,” said John Tavares, 
who represented Canada at the 2014 Games in Sochi. “I'm sure he's 
feeling that. I think we all expected him to be one of the three guys, so 
hopefully I get to play against him.” 

Tavares wouldn’t mind a do-over of his first Olympics. The centre injured 
his knee during Canada’s quarter-final match in Sochi, and he was 
sidelined for the rest of their gold-medal run.  

It’s possible Tavares could get the call again for Canada (which has so 
far named Connor McDavid, Sidney Crosby and Alex Pietrangelo to their 
squad), perhaps alongside teammates Mitch Marner and Morgan Rielly. 

Other Leafs who will be in contention for spots include Sweden's William 
Nylander, Russia's Ilya Mikheyev and Petr Mrazek for the Czech 
Republic.  

Other than during his brief stint with Team North America, Matthews has 
never competed against any of his Leafs teammates. The idea admittedly 
has some appeal.  

“I think it'd be a lot of fun,” Matthews said. “All of us are extremely close. 
It's funny, you go through juniors playing guys in different countries and 
you become teammates with them, and you disperse again [to different 
teams], so it'll be interesting. They're really good players and I'd like to 
think that I know their games pretty well and they'd probably say the 
same about me.” 

Those Leafs hoping to join Matthews on Olympic ice could have to wait 
until countries submit their final roster selections in January. It’s a long 
way off, and most players will insist their focus is fully on the NHL regular 
season that’s about to start.  

But Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe believes the potential of punching a 
ticket to Beijing could add a little extra juice to some players’ legs.  

“I think there's all sorts of positives that come with it,” Keefe said. 
“Whether you're a lock like Auston or you're a guy that's pushing and 
challenging and wanting to make a team and wanting to show well. 
Those kinds of things have guys a little more focused for those that know 
they're on the radar for various nations. So, that's all really good [for us].” 

Also good for the Leafs would be seeing Matthews fully healthy when 
their regular season starts on Wednesday. The centre has been 
recovering from wrist surgery since mid-August, and on Thursday 
clocked his longest practice – at nearly 90 minutes – since the 
procedure.  

Matthews isn’t sure yet whether he’ll play in Toronto’s preseason finale 
on Saturday, but his goal of playing in the opener remains on track.  

“It's getting better,” Matthews said of his wrist. “There’s been good days 
and bad days, where it didn't feel as good as I'd like. Today it felt pretty 
good. So, hopefully it's just positive steps moving forward here as time 
goes by.” 
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TSN.CA / Kylington, Vladar standing out as Flames’ identity forms 

New Flames backup goalie Dan Vladar and blueliner Oliver Kylington 
have both had strong training camps and could be in the lineup to start 
the season. Salim Valji has more from Calgary. 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

Midway through the second period of the Flames-Jets preseason game 
on Wednesday night, Winnipeg was outshooting Calgary 26-9, yet the 
score was tied at 2-2.  

New Flames backup goalie Dan Vladar, a relatively unknown AHLer 
acquired from the Boston Bruins in the summer for a third-round pick, 
was a huge reason why Calgary was still in the game. 

On Wednesday evening, the Prague, Czech Republic native made 
numerous saves, stopping the likes of Blake Wheeler, Paul Stastny and 
Nikolaj Ehlers. 
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“I’m just trying to focus,” Vladar said after the Flames’ 3-2 loss. 

“It doesn’t matter if I get 10 shots or 80. I just don’t wanna get scored on 
and I wanna give my team a chance to win every single time I step on the 
ice.” 

A third-round pick of the Bruins in 2015, Vladar only has five NHL games 
to his credit, all last season, when he went 2-2-1 with a 3.40 goals-
against average and .886 save percentage. 

But after a disappointing 2020-21 season, where the Flames had their 
own goaltending deficiencies and missed the playoffs, they appear to 
have found a capable complement to starter Jacob Markstrom. 

In 2019-20, the 24-year-old Vladar led the AHL in both goals-against 
average (1.79) and save percentage (.936) in 25 games with the 
Providence Bruins. 

“He kept us in it,” head coach Darryl Sutter said after Wednesday’s game 
in Winnipeg. “He’s proven that he can play at this level…he’s one guy 
that’s shown that he’s made the team.” 

Kylington cementing spot on opening night roster 

Coming into the season, it would have been easy to discount blueliner 
Oliver Kylington as either trade bait or waiver-bound.  

The 24-year-old played just eight games last season and struggled to 
gain the trust of Sutter. On a backend already bolstered with the likes of 
Chris Tanev, Noah Hanifin, Rasmus Andersson and Juuso Valimaki, and 
newly acquired Nikita Zadorov, Erik Gudbranson, plus the re-signed 
Michael Stone, there appeared to be no room for Kylington, who inked a 
one-year deal with the club during the off-season. 

Instead, the Flames gave Kylington every opportunity to succeed during 
training camp and he was equal to the task. Kylington has suited up in six 
of Calgary’s seven preseason games, putting up three assists. After 
averaging just over 13 minutes of ice time per game last season, 
Kylington has played more than 19 minutes in three preseason tilts (in 
three of Calgary’s preseason games, skaters’ time on ice wasn’t tracked). 
According to Natural Stat Trick, Kylington’s Corsi percentage of 63.51 is 
third on the team, while his on-ice scoring chance percentage (68.57) is 
fifth.  

“My belief system has always been there so it’s just doing what I know I 
can do and be really good at, and try to do that every day,” Kylington said 
early in training camp.  

“I think people in the organization and coaches know what they can get 
out of me, and I just want to prove that. I know the identity of my game 
and I just try to apply that every game.” 

With longtime captain Mark Giordano now departed for the expansion 
Seattle Kraken, the Flames blueline could use someone with Kylington’s 
skillset as a strong-skating, offence-oriented defender. 

“We need mobility back there,” Sutter said.  

“I mean, that’s obvious…He has good speed and sees the ice well, so he 
has to use that to his benefit.” 

It will likely require roster juggling (placing either Michael Stone or Erik 
Gudbranson on waivers), but it looks like Kylington has forced his way 
into the Flames plans to start the season because of his strong training 
camp. 

Unknown college free agent in mix to replace injured veteran 

Little was written when the Flames signed Walker Duehr to a two-year, 
entry-level contract in April. The former Minnesota State Maverick 
(NCAA) forward put up 51 points in 102 games, not exactly numbers that 
pop out. 

Still, the 23-year-old American had multiple NHL suitors and chose to 
come north to Calgary. Duehr considers himself a power forward and has 

shown no fear driving the net and getting his nose dirty during the 
preseason. 

Despite playing limited minutes in a bottom-6 role, he has been 
noticeable in each of the five games he’s suited up for. 

Veteran forward Tyler Pitlick went down just a couple of shifts into the 
first preseason game, perhaps opening a slot on the fourth line. Early on 
in his Flames audition, Duehr has played with veteran Milan Lucic, a duo 
we could see if Pitlick misses any regular season action. 

“I’m just trying to play fast and hard each shift,” Duehr said. 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

-In some contract negotiations, details leak out into the public realm. 
Don’t expect that to happen with the Calgary Flames and star winger 
Johnny Gaudreau. Last week, I reached out to Gaudreau’s agent, Lewis 
Gross, who politely declined to get into specifics on how talks with the 
Flames are progressing. Gaudreau himself said at the start of training 
camp that he wouldn’t address the subject going forward, and general 
manager Brad Treliving also didn’t want to get into a “play-by-play” on 
those conversations. 

-Quietly, Glen Gawdin has turned heads with a strong training camp. The 
24-year-old Richmond, B.C., product skated well and scored while 
playing in the bottom-six. Calgary has veteran Brad Richardson pencilled 
in as the team’s fourth-line centre, but perhaps Gawdin is making the 
organization rethink that…especially if he can kill penalties. Something 
not insignificant: Gawdin will have to clear waivers if Calgary wants him 
to play in the American Hockey League. He’ll also have to play 75 games 
in the NHL or become a Group 6 unrestricted free agent in the off-
season.  

-The Flames have used Dillon Dube at centre a couple of times in the 
preseason. That’s worth keeping an eye on because although it looks like 
he’ll start the season on the third line as a winger, he could be thrust into 
the new position should injuries come up. 

-Early observation: Under new associate coach Kirk Muller, Calgary’s 
power play looks far more active in the offensive zone. Last year, it 
seemed like players were glued to their area on the ice when on the man 
advantage. This season, there’s a lot more movement, with players 
changing positions, forwards skating more laterally to find cross-ice 
seams, blueliners switching when one has the puck on the point. It’ll be 
interesting to see how Muller influences the power play and forwards. 
Last season, Calgary was 21st in power-play percentage (18.3). The last 
time Calgary had a top-10 power play was during the 2016-17 season, 
when they were 10th (20.2 per cent). 
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USA TODAY / 'If it's controversial, we'll address it': New Turner NHL 
studio crew says few topics off-limits 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

The conversation began on a serious note – prescription medication use 
in the NHL – and ended nearly six minutes later with Wayne Gretzky 
telling stories about playing exhibition games in San Antonio, Texas.  

Nobody will accuse the Turner Sports NHL studio team of Gretzky, 
Anson Carter, Paul Bissonnette and Rick Tocchet, with host Liam 
McHugh, of being uninteresting. 

What could have been a segment during an intermission on a Tuesday or 
Thursday night this NHL season provided an example of the breadth of 
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their insights, and the potential for the team, which will draw natural 
comparisons to the network's iconic "Inside the NBA" studio show.  

"There really aren't that many topics that are going to be off-topic for us," 
Carter said. "If it’s controversial, we’ll address it. We’re not looking for it, 
but we’re not running from it either."  

Tocchet began the medication conversation – spurred by comments 
made by Vegas Golden Knights goalie Robin Lehner on Twitter over the 
weekend – by saying he'd never seen a team force a player to take 
medication during his 18-year playing career or in his many years behind 
the bench as a coach.   

"As a player, you’re in charge of your own body," Carter chimed in. 

Carter's issue with Lehner's comments stemmed from the callout of 
Philadelphia Flyers coach Alain Vigneault; Vigneault has denied anything 
related to the accusations and Lehner walked back the comments earlier 
this week. 

"Because he kind of put him in that box without exactly saying what AV 
did," he said. 

Bissonnette, a former NHL enforcer and co-host of the "Spittin' Chiclets" 
podcast on Barstool Sports, said the language barrier for Lehner might 
have been a factor. He went into his own personal experience of being 
prescribed Percocet after wrist surgery. Bissonnette said he didn't finish 
the bottle because of the changes to his body he experienced, but that 
was his own decision. 

“At a certain point, you have to take accountability over what you’re being 
handed,” he said. 

Lehner noted sleep aid Ambien as a source of his own mental health 
struggles; Bissonnette said he needed it to sleep because of the intensity 
hockey requires late into the night.  

“I had to monitor that on my own,” Bissonnette said. “It’s very difficult. 
Some of these players are very young. I hope they are explained the 
consequences of abusing these types of things, but all in all, my personal 
experience, I always had great care when I was in the National Hockey 
League.” 

The conversation shifted back to "The Great One." Gretzky commented 
on the advances in sports medicine in his playing days and told of the 
treatment he received before broadening the picture into fame and 
pressure.  

“In those days, they’d tell you go home, take two aspirin, get a good 
night’s sleep,” he said. “Tomorrow we’ll skate it out and sweat for an hour 
and a half. But that’s kind of the way we looked at it, right?  

“Listen, professional athletes make a lot of money, and they deserve 
every penny that they get. But there’s a lot of stress and pressure that 
goes with that I think a lot of times the average fan doesn't know about or 
really understands.” 

Bissonnette used that as an opportunity to compare the concussion 
testing in the American Hockey League at the beginning of his career to 
10 years later, when far more precautions were in place.  

Eventually, the conversation shifted to league camaraderie and the 
number of exhibition games. Gretzky and Tocchet cracked about playing 
in places like Texas. “I think part of it is Robin Lehner being able to speak 
out about this,” said McHugh, the former NBC hockey studio host who 
noted he feels more freedom to go beyond on-ice strategy at a new 
network. “I know there’s some issue with (calling out Vigneault), but he 
did backtrack from that, and I think it’s good that you empower people to 
speak out, ask questions.” 

To be its best, the Turner crew knows they must follow that same 
blueprint, speaking out and asking questions. 
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